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FORE·WORD 

Soil Survey is one of thlvessentialtJreiretiuisite!l 'for•sciientifii! 
planning of Agriculture. The main object of .Soil ·SutYe::st'is Ito 
assemble.all possible inforlnation.of, the land resources and pre
sent. :the data. thus collec,!ed in. a suitable form. Its utility in· 
soil conservation planning is unquestionable. 

In lVIaharashtra State Soil Surveys were being carried out for 
a considerable period, in a scattered manner with some specific 
objects only. However there remained a lacuna of regular state:.· 
wide soil survey .,for , all purposes. This lacuna has now been 
overcome, . with the· launching of, the new Soil Survey. Scheme 
with the main object of lal!d use planning. 

In order to achieve this object, villagewise soil survey would 
be ideal, as it would fetch a sort of Agricultural Atlas of the 
village. But it is very expensive and may require very long 
period for completion of work. Hence it is proposed to survey 
an area of about 3,000 acres from a village or two at a grid in
terval of 10 miles. Thus an average of 50 to 60 villages will have 
to be surveyed per district. 

A survey party is proposed for each district and thus there 
are 25 soil. survey parties. Each party is expected to survey 
about 30,000 acres from 10 to 12 villages per year. ':'hus about 
7.5 laah acres from about 250 villages would be covered each 
year. Accordingly the proposed State plan would be completed 
in about 6 to 7 years. 

There is a Soil Survey Officer for each division and he is to 
be provided with a well equipped laboratory and drawing 
branch. In addition a central laboratory has been proposed for 
the Chief Soil Survey Officer, who is to co-ordinate their work. 

The programme of Soil ·survey is to be planned and develop
ed in successive stages. In order to carry out soil survey work 
on such a large scale, it is needless to stress the importance <>f 
adopting uniform method of survey and standard pattern of 
mapping. Any survey without uniformity of method is practi
cally of a little use. Hence to achieve uniformity ".the procedure 
for conducting Soil Survey" has been laid out wherein field 
examination of soif and recognition of various soil characteris
tics have been ~pJaii}.ed. The system of nomenclature and use 
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of symbols etc. has been kept as fa'r as possible similar to cne, 
proposed in soil survey manual prepared by I. C. A. R. in 1960. 
The procedure for Soil S_l.!f:Yeyfllli Maharashtra State has been 
compiled by Shri K. V. Joshi, Chief Soil Survey Officer on 
t!l~i.b.ll~is~ of. !i>~- whi<;b. the,Pad:w-Jg.ipa_l~y prep~ed i.or·:~ugarr.&l).e 
sgjl <!i.UUI/e:l!iin ,1.957. · ·-
-"r'irifsurlnnat 1hiS-ptcic~dure' bf ·~urvey wil'l. not orily~b~"use" 

fill forf'acttial field's_U:rV-ey''Workers, bufalso to the students;.of· 
agriculture. 

Eqqn~-1, 'f 
Dated ;"'27th ·Novemller;:·t966:f'f 

-,M ... B. GHATGE, 

Direcrol'. ·of Agdculttire;' 
'Mahli.rashtFa Sfa:te: 
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