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PREFACE 

'THE Eastern Question has by degrees assumed such .. Jarge 
proportions that no one can be surprised at the space it occupies 
in all public discussions whether of the tongue or of the pen.' 
So Lord Stratford de Redcliffe wrote to·1'he 1'imes on Septem- . 
ber 9, 1876. His words testified to a notorious fact. The fact 
has not become less notorious ~uring the forty years since the 
words were written nor have the proportions assumed by the 
Eastern Question become less ample. In view of these facts it 
is the more surprising that English Historical Literature should 
still lack any systematic and continuous accoun1: of the origin 
and development of the Eastern Question. 

Monographs exist in plenty on special aspects of the problem, 
and many general Histories of Europe contain useful chapters on 
the subject, but I do not know of any book in English which 
attempts the task which in the present work I have set before 
myself. · 

The main lines of this book were laid down many years ago; 
the subject has formed part of my academic teaching; for this 
purpose my materi~l has been under constant revision, and 
some of it has been utillzed for articles recently contributed 
to the Edinburgh Review, the Fort11ightly Review, and the· 
Nineteenth Century a11d After. To the proprietors and editors 
of these Reviews I am indebted for permission to reproduce 
portions of my articles, but none of them are reprinted i11 
txtenso. Elsewhere, in the course of my protracted journey, 
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I have come across traces of my own footsteps, indicating the 
route of previous historical ~xcursions. In such cases I have 
not been careful to avoid them, and here and there I have 
incorporated whole paragraphs from earlier works, for I was 
long ago impressed by the warning that a man may say a thing 
once as he would have it said, but he cannot say it twice. 

To each chapter I have suffixed a list of authorities which 
will I trust b-e f~mnd useful by st;dents, by teachers,. and by 

- the ' general reader ' who may desire further information 
on special topics which in a work like the present must needs 
be somewhat summarily dismissed. To stimulate such curiosity 
and to encourage more detailed research are among the main . 
objects which I have had in view. But my primary purpose 
has been to provide for those who are in any degree charged 
with the responsibility for the solution of a· most complex 
political problem an adequate basis of. historical knowledge. 
A knowledge of the past is not in itself sufficient to solve the 
problems of the present ; but no solution is likely to be effective 
or enduring which is not based upon such knowledge. Least 
of all in the case of a problem which, like th~ of the Near East, 
includes numerous factors which are intelligible only in t?e 
light of past events, many of them remote, and most of them 
obscure. 

Especially obscure are the facts of the political geography 
of the Balkans. My numerous maps are intended to elucidate 
them, and if they are found to fulfil their purpose at all ade­
quately it is mainly owing to the kind help of my friend and 
colleague Mr. C. Grant Robertson, M.A., C.V.O., of All Souls 
College, and to the extraordinary patience and care bestowed 
upon their preparation by the Assistant Secretary to the 
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Delegates of the Press. But every student of historical geography 
will acknowledge the difficulty of the task. Among the maps 
will be found one on Balkan Ethnography which no one should 
consult without taking heed to Sir Charles Eliot's warning : 
' every Ethnographic map of the Balkan Peninsula gives 
a different view of the arrangement of the. populations.' In 
truth precision is unattainable, and the map must be accepted 
only as a rough indication of the distribution of races. 

In the accomplishment of my task I have incurred many 
obligations to friends which it is a duty and a pleasure to 
acknowledge. Sir Arthur Evans kindly allowed me to c<1nsult 
him on one or two geographical points ; Dr. Holland Rose of 
Cambridge and Professor Alison Phillips of Dublin were good 
enough to reply in some detail to questions addressed to them, 
while to Dr. R. W. Macan, Master of University College, and 
to Mr. Grant Robertson I owe a debt which I find it difficult 
to acknowledge in terms which shall be at once adequate to my 
own sense of gratitude and not repugnant to them. Both these 
distinguished scholars have subjected my proof sheets to the 
most careful revision, and from both I have received invaluable 
suggestions. My obligations to writers who have covered parts 
of the same ground are, it is needless to add, exceedingly 
numerous, but I trust that they have been acknowledged in 
the foot-notes and bibliographies. For any unacknowledged 
or unwitting appropriation I crave pardon. To the modern 
school of French historians my debt is particularly heavy, and 
I desire to pay my respectful homage to the skill with which 
they combine massive erudition with a brilliance of exposition 
which none may hope to rival. Neither in French, however, 
nor in any other language have I come across any book which 
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is identical in scope and purpose with my own, and though no 
one can be nwre conscious than myself both of the inadequacy 
of my equipment and the imperfection of my ex~cution, yet 
I-have no misgivings as to the importance or the timeliness of 
the task I have essayed. The author may have dared too much ; 
but the book itself was overdue. 

J. A. R. MARRIOTT. 
OxFORD, 

Easter Eve (Ap,.il 7), 19~7. 



NOTE TO SECOND EDITION 

'l SHOULD be grossly. insensible to generosity if I failed to 
acknowledge with gratitude the kindly reception accorded to 
the first edition of this work, more particularly by those of my 
critics and confreres who are most competent to judge. To 
their appreciation I must attribute the fact that a second­
edition has been called for sooner than I dared to anticipate. 
I have also to thank many correspondents known and unknown 
who have favoured me with a list of corrigenda, mostly slips 
of the pen, or slight typographical errors. These, I need not 
say, have been corrected. This Second Edition has also 

·enjoyed the advantage of a careful revision at the hands of 
two friends, who approached the task from widely different 
standpoints : the Right Hon. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., and 
the Rev. Dr. Margoliouth, I.audian Professor of Arabic in the 
University of Oxford. To both I desire to tender my grateful 
thanks for a substantial list of corrections; but neither must 
be held responsible for any errors in which I may have decided 
to persist ; still less for any opinions to which I adhere. 

The book was and is intended to close with the outbreak of 
the European War in 1914. In deference to the opinion of 
friends, I added to the first edition an epilogue, and I have 
in this edition, under similar pressure, brought the epilogue 
up to date. But the chapter is added merely for the con­
venience of readers ; obviously it can possess no historical value 
save as recording the rapid impression conveyed to a contem­
porary by passing events. Before the written word is in print 
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the fml'ression may be efface? and the assumed facts may have 
to be corrected. For such work the historian can accept no 
responsibility, though it is needless to add that in compiling 
the summary I have exercised all possible care. I should like, 
in this conl).exion, to acknowledge the help derived from that 
invaluable publication, . The Annual Register, and from the 
spirited journalistic enterprise, The New Europe. 

Substantial additions have been made to the bibliographies ; 
in compiling them I have received from Mr. C. H. Firth, 
Regius Professor of Modern History, the help which no one is 
more competent and no one more ready to afford. 

OxFORD, 

June 24, 1918. 

J: !).. R. MARRIOTT. 

NOTE TO THIRD EDITION 

AT the request of my publishers I have added a Second 

Epilogue, contain:ing a brief summary of events between 1917 

and the Signature of the Treaty of Lausanne (1923). 

I have to thank my friend the Rev. Dr. Margoliouth, 

LaudianProfessor of Arabi~, for his signal kindness in correcting 

the proofs of the Epilogue (Part II). 

HousE OF CoMMONs LIBRARY, 
September 7, 1924. 

J. A. R. MARRIOTT. 
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356, 445', 4 5'1, 46o, 471. 
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s6o Index 

Redan, the, 274· 
Redesdale, Lord, 431. 
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and the Greek Church, 1sz, 206 ; 
and Macedonia, 414-18, 421, 428, 
432; and Roumania, S03 ; anci 
Turkey, 6, 12, 13, 129 seq., I46-
S9, 181-3, 2o6, zo7, 212-14, 
233 seq.; war with Turkey, 
(1736) 139. (1768-74) 147-SI, 
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6) 263 seq., (1877-8) 15, 334 seq., 
364; revolution of 1917, soz, 
S07--9· 

Rustchuk, 359· 
Ryswick : see Treaties. 
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Tchataldja, 452, 453· 
Tchernaya river, 274-
Teheran, 399· 
Temesvar, 128, I:H, 135, 289. 
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Tifiis, 192, 509. 
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Torgoud, 97· 
Trade routes, ancient, 22. 
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and Crete, 380-5; and the 
Crimean War, 1Sf-S.j.; and the 
Danubian Principalities1 1BS-308; 
and Egypt, 116-331 137-45 490, 
491 j Turco-Egyptian War, (ISJz) 

1311 (1839) 238 i and Germany, 
r8, 4751 488-i),4911 sn-12; and 
the Great War,,4.87-iJI1 509; and 
Greece, 67, 751 82, 198-224; 
war with Greece, (1896-7) 3821 

415, (1912) 454-7i and Mace­
donia, 414-16, 431; and Russia, 
6, 121 131 129 seq., 146-591 181-31 
206, 2071 112-14, 133 seq. ; war 
with Russia, (1736) 139, (1768-74) 
147-s1, (1787) ISS-9, (18o6) 176, 
182, (1809) 1891 (1828-i)) 221-31 
(r853-fi) 263 seq., (1877-8) IS, 
334 seq., 364; and Serbia, 324, 
330-2, 3341 335; war with 
Serbia, (1876) 330-11 (1912-13) 
453-4; reforms (1839), 249-Sl; 
s~heme for partition (1781), ISS-
6; war with Italy (1911), 18, 
441-2; war with Poland (1672)1 
330-1 ; war with Venice, (1566-i)) 
to6, 1o8-u1 (•645-1718) 111-131 
us, 1171 134; Young Turks' 
revolution (19o8), 18, 384, 4071 

418, 4201 433-6, 4431 4S8. See 
also Ottoman Empire. 

Ukraine, the, 117, uS, u8,132, 134, 
164, 490, 49'• 502, so3, sos ;' 
Cossacks of the, 117. See 
Treaties. 

United States and the Great War, 
507o 5oS. 

Unkiar-Skelessi: see Treaties. 
Urosh, Stephen; sS, 59· 
Uskub, 6o, 36S, 4So, 453, 454, 46:z. 

Valona, S:z, 111, 467, 47.1. 
Vardar valley, 25, 17, 414, 447· 
Varna, 701 158; 2131 267; Conven-

tion of (19u), 447· See Battles. 
Vasco da Gama, 23. 
Vassos, Colonel, 3801 383. 
Vasvar: see Treaties. 
Vaucelles, Truce of (1556), 96. 
Venice, 23, 46, 471 571 8:z-3, 951 1091 

114, uS, 1291 155, 174, 191, 196, 
37So 389, 486; rule of1 in Morea, 
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115, 13-h 1S1; ...-ar ...-ith Tu,-h, j 
{15~) Jc{), IcS-n, {I6{5-171S) ~ 
112-IJ, 115, 117, IJ+ 

\"enizelos, Eleitherio;;, 375,376,383-
5, #5, 448, -t-6J, 46;, 46S, 495. 
496, 499, 5x, ;c6-S. 

\"ergennes, 14-6, I{/, 159-
Victor, Count, 246. 
Victor Emmanuel III, 4 3 7· 
\"'ictoria, Queen, 265, 358; Empress 

of India, 337· 
Vienna, 17, IS, 1:::6, 12c, 122, 123, 

138; Congress of (1815), 194,365, 
388; siege of, {1529) S9, tp, (1683) 
115, 122-3-

- ~ote {1853), 262-3; 'Fo5~ j Points' (18.;+), 271, 2-:-6. ~ 
Treaties. 

Yillene1rre, Marqn1s de, Lp-2.. 
\1acho-Bnlgarian Empire, 55· · 

Wahhabites of A.T3.~..a, Ij8,216, 23:1, 
231. 

\\alewslci, Count, 29S. 
\\allachia, 47, 5:1, 51, j:>, 111, uS, 

135, 139, 14-C·, 15:::, 151, 155, 156, , 
15s, 1oo, 173, 175, 184. :z.c6, 223, 1 
264, 2]1, 285-<p, 2~- I 

War of 194. 19,475, ¥3,485-512.. 1' 

Wellington, Duke of, 11, 213-15, 
ZI9, 221, 246. I 

Westphalia : see Treaties. 
White, Sir William, 346, 35;· 
Widdin, S:>, 125, 126. 
\\led, Prince '\\-illi.am of, 4 72-
William I, King of Prussia, 3:::3, r-6, 

3C]. 
Wuliam fl, German Emperor, Ij, 

18, 25, 3S6, 387,392-4. {::I, {:::2, 
4C4. 437. 469, 473· 474---], 51:::, 
512; at Constantinople, 3S7; at 
Damascus, {CZ; at J~ 
4---"2; at Tangier, 4-JD· 

Williams, General Fenwick, 275· 

Yemen, 1:::9. 
Yenikale, I 51. 
-Straits of, Z73· 
Yenishebr, 43· Sa Batt!es. 
Young Turks (Committee of Lnion 

and Progress), IS, 43, 34 4C], 
418, .po, 433--6, W, 441, 443, 
444. 4{8-5:>, 457· 

Zaimis. Y-, 34 ·P9-
Zankoff, lL, 352.. 
Zante, 166, 365-
Zapo!ya, John, 89, 9"­
Zenta: sa Battles. 
Zips, County of, 14S: 
Znra'llffiO: sa Treanes. 
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Belgium: The M akt'ng of a Na!t"on. 
By H. VANDER LINDEN. Translated by SYBIL jANE. 1920. 
Pp. 356, with five maps. 7s. 6d. net. 

'Considering the' circumstances in which it was written, we regard 
it as remarkable not only for its fullness and accuracy, but also for 
its freedom from passion and prejudice.'-Journa/ of Education; 

lre!tmd. 
Froni the Earliest Times to the Present Day. By RoBERT 
DuNLOP. 1922. Pp. 224, with an index. 7s. 6d. net. 

' Into a space of two hundred pages he bas fitted a better survey of 
Ireland's story than is contained in any of the histories popular in 
Irish schools to-day, and we could heartily wish to see it replace most 
of these volumes in the immediate future.'-Tke Irish Independent. 

France: Mediaeval and Modern. 
A History by A. HASSALL. Second impression, 1919. 
Pp. 320, with seven maps. 7s. 6d. net. 

'A quite masterly survey of the course of French bistory.'-Scotsman. 

Italy: Mediaeval and Modern. 
A History by E. M. jAMISON, C. M. AnY, K. D. VERNON, and 
C. SANFORD TERRY. 1917. Pp. viii+564, with eight maps 
and a preface by H. W. C. DAVIS. 7s. 6d. net. 

•The best short history of Italy we know.'-Irisk Times. . 

Portugal Old and Young. 
An Historical Study by GEORGE YouNG. 1917. Pp. viii+ 
3421 with a frontispiece and three maps. 7s. 6d. net. 
• One ofthe best-written volumes in a well-written series. '-.Daily News. 

The Evolution of Prussia. 
The Making of an Empire. By j. A. R. MARRIOTT and 
C. GRANT RoBERTSON. 1915. Second impression 1917. 
Pp. 46o, with eight maps. 7s. 6d. net. 

• There is no other publication that gives the whole story of 
Germany in such a bandy form, and that c:mbodies the best results of 
historical research.'-Newcastle Chronicle. 

'We welcome the appearance of this excellent littl7 book.'-Times. 
' Fills a gap in our historicalliterature.'-G•ardtan. 

Tlte Balkmts. 
A History of Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece, Roumania, Turkey. 
By NEVILL FoRBEs, A. j. ToYNBEE, D. MITRANY, ~nd D. G. 
HoGARTH. Third impression 1919. Pp. 4o8, With three 
maps. 7s. 6d. net. 

• A most valuable addition to the history of the war. The problems 
generally of the Balkan peoples are discussed with intimate knowledge 
and in a spirit so just and sanely sympathetic as to reflect the greatest 
credit not only upon the authors but on British scholarship gener~lly.' 

Ttmes. 



~~~~0000~~ 

~ A Hzstory of Russz'a ~ 
s From .the v. arangians to the Bolsheviks .. By c. RAYMOND s~ 
~ BEAZLEY, NEVILL FoRBEs, and G. A. BIRKETT, with an · 

~ 
introduction by E. BARKER •. 1918. · Pp. xxii+6oa, with 
six maps. · · 8s. 6d. net. 

· . , 'Far and away the best Russian history in French or English that S 
S · we have yet come across.'-New Statesman. · S 

~
S . The Guardz'ans ofthe Gate. ~ 

Historical Lectures on the Serbs. By R. G. D. LaFFAN, ~ 
with a foreword by Vice-Admiral E. T. TROUBRIDGE. igr8. ~. g 

· Pp. 300, with twenty-two illustrations and three maps. . c~ s . . 7S- 6d. net. s g 'The book has a peculiar excellence due to the fact that it is at S 
<I once the. work of an historical scholar, and of a man· who has close S 

I 
personal experience of the things about which he is writing.'-Times. ~ 

The E~siern Questzcm: . x 
' An Historical Study in European Diplomacy. By J. A. R. S 

I 
MARRIOTT. 1917. Pp. xii + 538, with eleven maps. 12s. 6d. net. S 

' Its value to students of contemporary politics is practically in- S 
calculable.'-'-Ddio/ Telegraph. · · S 

t' Japan: The Rt'se ofa Modern Power. · S 
c~ By RoBERT P. PoRTER: 1918. Pp. xii + 362, with five S 
S illustrations and five maps. . , · 7s. 6d. net. ;) 
3 'A good book, a book which can fulfil a thoroughly useful function, l) 
8 a book which is not only worth reading, but is also worth buying and S 
S . keeping.'-Times. -r S 
S Modern Cht'na• S 
~ . A Political Study; By S. CHENG. 1919~ Pp. viii+ 38o, with S 

I 
two maps and nine documentary appendixes. 7s. 6d. net. S 

Deals with the important problems which confront Chinese states- S 
men and diplomatists and those who have anything to do with China. t' 

(' It endeavours to give a true picture of things as they are in the Far g 
<1 East, and at the same time to suggest constructive schemes for.the future. - <I 

S~, The Great European Treatz'es of the Nz'neteenth Century. ~ 
Edited b':y Sir AUGUSTUS OAKES and R. B. MowAT, with an· t' 

~ 
introductiOn .by Sir H. ERLE RICHARDS. 1918. Pp. xii + 

3
g 

404, with ten maps. · 7s. 6d. net. . u 
'Indispensable to (the student) and of the highest value as a work 

S of reference.'-Glasgow He•·a!d. S 

~ Dt'plomacy and the Study of lnternaft'onal Relations. 3 
By D. P. HEATLEY. 1919. Pp. xvi + 292, with appendixes ~ 
~~~ ·. ~M~ u 

S Written for the guidance of historical students and consisting of an S 
S essay on Diplomacy and the Conduct of Foreign Policy, followed by S 
~ a bibliographical section giving advice as to the study of International S 
~ Relations, General Modern History, the Sovereignty of the Seas, S 
~ Treaties, &c. S 
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