
REPOllT 

ON 

EAST AFRICA 
- . . . 

. .. 
SUBMITTED TO THE· GOVERNMENT OF INDIA . . 

. NEW 'DELHI; 

.. 
B!!: 

Mr~ tia-\y.ood:Haje~ Nasser· 
. . . -

_ Presid~nt, · ·· . 

Afric-a &. Overseas Merchants' Chamber. 
' . ' . 

. I 

~ 

~ 

After his tour in . 
KEN_Y A,·. UGANDA 8c TANGANYIKA 

- · . ', ·in con11ection- wit k 

• · Union of · East. Africa, : Indian High 
L~ ·and position·,. of. Indians iii. various 

·spheres· etc. - · 

, . . . . ' ,. . . ... 

l~ CHA~BER' ~ lSI .~AR ()';~ Smi:1', 

. BO~M a A-Y, _2. 

May 19~7. 



REPORT SUBMI'l:TED TO: 'HiE GO'ii'ERNMENT :.OF:fiNDL.~ 
By Mr. DAWOOD1 HAJEE; NASSER, .Pre•ident;,, 

· Africa & Overseas: MercLan~ Chamber· on his 
· ·' East Afric~n four with Particular Reference 

'to Political, Commercial and Economic 
· _·_ Positien-: oLIJldian•~-: 

·'l'o,: 

(1)'_ 'l'he · Hoh'ble. Mr~·: -R. N; Biln~rjee; c. I. E.: I: c: s'.; 
Secretary-~~· the' Gov~rnment of India,' 
Comn10nwealth Relations Departmenf, ' 

. ·New Delhi.' 

'(2) ''l'he Hori'ble Mr: Y.- N. 'Sukhtlinker, c: 1. E.,. I. c. s., . 
. --s~cretari' to' the 'Government: of -India, 
-' Commerce· Department,· 
New Delhi.'-

Sirs,-: 

I have' iust returned from a tour of East Africa and have 
much pleasure . to Sl,lbm:ft' nty 'Re·pcirt to the Dep~rtmerits , '• of 
Conun6n~ealth ~elatibns and Commer~e of my impressions i: have 
gathered.the~e during' my tour- hi. copneciion with politiCal and' 
commercialprobleuis of oltr coulttcymen there. · ·'- · 

• • J • ' • • ' • - ', • • ' ; • : J. . 

- · Having 'last · visited- my branch uffibes ·.in Mouibasa- and 
Daressalaani-in ; 1937, · my -peophi there were very anxious that-
1 should pay them·a visit tiow: I decided 'therefore to sail from 
here on 13-3_;_1947 per s. s. -"Rizwani" for East -Africa. 

'J. - . ~. ) 

The Africa & Overseas Merchants · Chamber having come 
to know .of .saine, requested me 'as .. its. President that I should 
utilise the opportunity to visit other important centres ·in the 
interior. and acquaint myself with·the conditions·Of.our ·compatriots 
so as. to acquire. fifst-hand .information on: very vital problems. 
r h~d _._writt~n-- abant: my: proposed- visit .to. the .Gov~r!lment'.of. 



,g. 

India in the Commonwealth Reiations and tae Commerce D,epart- '• 
ments and had received replies' td study the outstanding questions 
and to acquaint Government with. !DY· inpressions.. With that end 
in view I decided to undertake· a tour of,the interior though I 

. ' -' . -
have no business interests there ... . .: : ,, 

' 

My Chamber 11 1 Link with Ea•t A&ica • 
• 

From the accompanying notes on my public activities in 
East Africa you will see that . my . stay there was crowded with 
varied pror;rammes and .:Uy visit .w~s haiied as m~st opportune by 
our countrymen in all the three territories 'of Kenya, Uganda .and 
Tanganyika as the Indian community was ·face to face with' the two
fold menace to their very existence in the form of I~~igration 
restrictions on the one hand and in the form .of the Colonial 
Paper No. 210 on .the other. hand .. They appreciated. . my visit· 
the more as I was the first commercial man to visit E;ast Africa 
who had taken keen and consistent interest , in. their affairs as_-
President of an organisation which has rendered meritorious 
services in the furtherance of India's overseas trade and political' . 
rights since last seven years. I could soon perceive that the 
entire Indian community had a soft corner ' for my: Chamb~r in 
their heart . and I was consequently overwhelmed with. kindness 
and courtesy on ail sides .. Thus I had the' 'unique opportunity 
of becoming conversant with both politi~al and econo.:Uic sides ~f 
the Indian question as all 'present a;;d past members of the Legis
lative Councils of the .three territories enlightened. ·me with all 
the aspects of the Indian question.. I was invited . by all the 
Indian Associations (Political) and Indian Chambers ( Comp1ercial) 
as also by the East African Indian Congress as well as the Federa
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries. "On behalf 
of 14,000 Indians" of ·Zanzibar which has been conSidered to be 
the mother of Indian settlement, ·I was telegraphically requested 
by the Indian Association there to at least set· apart two · days'· · 
for them and be their guest.• .But I am sorry to note that inspite 
of best efforts on my part . to charter a plane from Nairobi,· I 
could not pa:r a visit to the ancient town of Zqnzibar owing tQ 



heavy rains. Uitiinately the Indian Association 'of Z~hzibar de6ired 
that I should 'make 'it :a point to break· my journey from Dar· 
es-Salaani to Mombasa specially on account ofthe fact that Raja 
Sir Maharaj Singh could not visit Zanzibar owing to· the very 
short time at his disposal. Apart from the European Ch,amber 
ol COminerc~ of Zan~ibar having extended me . a wa!'~ .. welc9me 

11~Y telegram a~ the •::zan~ibar . Indian coinmunity, are u'ow-~-days 
·feeling 'that' In.di~n)~aders {rom the 'Diother c~untry 'neglect'them, 

• _• •. , , I • • • ' , •'0 I '. . 

I had proposed to :visit that beautiful is)and for the sake of our 
own' people, but it was not ' t~ be due' to ~irJ:umstances ~eyqnd 

':• ., .·•. ') I .•-.11 ·, I ·' 1 ,. 

my contr!)!· .· . . . , c: ., . ,. , .. · 

· . Eatt Africa • Nallll'al 11ntlet for ludia.) '' 

•. East Airic;t ;·has rigbtlybee~'~er~ed 'tit~ A~ericaof ;rDdia 
by Sir. Job!\ Kirk, thcdirst Re~jd~;tt1 

of the Gov~;pinent' ~( Int!ia 
. ' ,. . ;; .,·.· , . "!I' ' ., • ' : • 

at the Court of the l3nltan o~ Zanzibar · Jor about . 20 years from 
l867 t~ iss7.' sir '.John. in his ~viden~~ b~fo~e a. royal Commission 

•· ·!··; :; qr·.l . I' '!I.··-· ·'I:-- "t -, r: •,·, ·1 -' ·, , . · . 

obser:ved' that l,mt for the 'presence of Indian merchants the British 
would ha~~ ·~e~er been in Easi Afrida. Because "of piou'~eiing 
~~':' .. ·,,, .. '••d 1 .• ·• 1 1 ····,i·· '·''- . · r.' 

work done by the Indians · dimng .the )1\St .century, East Afrtca 
• . , ; ' . , , ' • -- ' ' ' . . ' ' lo , ' ' ~ . ' ' I ' ' J 

has J?eel! a natural , out~et Jo~ India, ,in v,•ew, of h~r geographic!!!, 
proximity ·coupled with historic connections. East Africa is one· 
thirci' the size of ~nina' with ;hittions ,, of ' ~cres of iuicultivated' 
viigi~' soil' with agreeabi~ climate for I~diims. Hence East AfrictC 
has beep cpnsideted morally an Jn!ii'aq Colony op account pf spade 
wor)< to the cr~dit 9f 'Indians sii)C~ Cf!ntnries past and ,in building. 
the' fariloiis ~enya...:ug~nda Railways which ppened up East Africa I 
tq civilisation. ,, - . ' ' 

,;,_, i •' ,• 1 .·! ;.)',··,. ) ' ;ri 

• '' ' . ' •• I : 1 
·,- ~; ' , ·1 ' • ! '':' ~ . . . •·• . 4 ' 1 ' 

Now I come to the issue of immlgraholl whtch ts upper· 
• I I • '· '· • ., 1 • 

most in the minds of our people at both the ends,' since an open· 
door to East Africa is. vitallY necessary H. , India is to .. maintain 

• I ' " ' • ' ' ' 

her connection with East Africa,, . ~ ' . . . 

The powerful' British ·settler' ·cdmniitnlty have ''therefore 
made ·it a qoruer-stone of their antl·fi{dian policy 'to att~ck Indian . 



1'!lmigrati<m.' .'theY,. had- just after the .close. o( ·the fir~ world 
war den~anded stringent Immigra~ion reguJations . against Indians 
but the Government of India took up a yigo~ous attitude and 
foiled . their attempt. 

• - ' ;, :' • •' •• t • • •Ji • 

. When the second world war ·was ,nea~ing a victorious c11n7 · 
~i~tsion, the East African Gov~rn~ent in a g~e~t hu~ry promut1-
gated an Immigration Ordina~ce hr ~nvoking the defer.ence powers"\ 
ti.itde~ th111 plea of food \lnd housing shortag"s. My, Chamber. made1 

vigorous protests to the Government. o( India in: this· connection 
in 1944 by waiting in a Deputation · on the · Hon'ble Dr~ Kltare, 
Member for Commonwealth Relations, and later on we· were assu· 
red by the Government' of 'India that the· Secretary of State for 
India had been promised by the Secretary of State. for the , Colo-
• ' . , , . ,· . ' , I _,, ;- •.' 

nies 'that the 'Immigration restrictions :would automatically lapse. 
afte~ 'tit~ war. This:. solemn pledge has be~n unceremoniously 

, . ' ' . '' " ' ' , . . , . ' . , , . : '' I ' 

broken. Inspite of war being over the East African Governments 
• ., .' ·:, . , -. · , '1 ) ; : , •, I, : ' , t 1 

· 

attempted to replace the war measure with a new Immigration 
' • . • '· • '. • , •• . • ' , ; 1 • . ' : ~' · I • , , • , . , · • - • 

Ordinance before the latter was. d·ue to lapse. My Chamber there-
up-on a galt\. waitecl on Sir. Gnrunat!i.' Be~oo~; M~mber . for . c~~q;~ 

' · l '• I ; . ' _ • : ' , l : ·1 ' , • ' 'l: • • : ·• . ' 

e;ce and Commonwealth Relations during the r!"gime ·of the Care· 
. . . ' ' . . . . . . . . . . ' ! ; : .. ' . ~ ' ' - : 

taker Government in a· deputation ai: New Delhi, urging the Gov· 
er'~~;ent of. India t~ send a d~i~gatio~J' t~ East', . Afric'a t6. i~v.e~ti-: 
gate the .Position created. by the continuance of harsh Immigration 
iestrictions ~n the spot. We also suggested. that Raj~ Sir Maha·, 
r~) Singh who had helped th~ fudian com~unity ~t the. tim~ of 
the. political crisis i~ 1927 .should be :sent' to .Ea.St Afric~. bur . 

. .. . ' . ' . . . ,, .. ' . l ',-. ,. ,. ·-· l· ; ' 

proposal was acceptable to 'the ' Government of India . and as a 
consequence a del~gation under the leadershtp of Raja Sir Maharai 
Singh was sent to East; Africa and the I detailed report is already 
before . you. The said, report has unequivocally stated that there is 
no case fo~ an lmmig~ation Ordin~nce. ' · · ' . • ' · · ... · . , . 

'- : ' ' . I· · - • ·- · 1', . · 

After seeing things for myself I am also mor~ than' convin~ 
ced that there is no earthly reason ·why any: tmmigration 'restric
tions, ,either from, political or economic points of view,. should 
be imposed. I be!ie,·e that with the ht~ge projects about to be !au. 



,}j 

uched by the· Eas.t African Governments new contingents of Indian . . 

artisans ,and technical. and skilled Indian personnel will be immedi
ately required if the ambitious schemes now in the ofJing are at 

. ' ' ' ' 
all to materialise. 

Apart from contemplated programmes, even normal activi
• ties of Trade and Industry at present stand in need of efficient staff 
~as no suitable staff for factories were'available in view of trade and 

industry having already expanded during the war. N~t only is 
there no' question .;;;hatsoever of unemployment ·but every trade 
and industry is at present crying for experienced workers QS there 
is a definite dearth of such staff under the growing needs of trade 
and industry .. I understand that European firms are also feeling 
the shortage of intelligent and ~apable Iiulian staff. However, 
irrespective of . ~ommercial · requirements · Indian artisans ami 
~echanics ar~ nowhere to be found. I fear 'the Afdcans will 
su~er in th~ end if Immigration rest;ictio;,~ ~re allowed to continue. 

' ' . ' ' 

' ' ' . . . 
It is well-known that the Indians are invariably·'preparect 

to !ree(y fntlitethe Africati workers to participate in their concerns. 
Uiu!mployment. among African artisans. and petty shopkeepers 'is 
altogether nnkown. They are eager to work in . Indian enterprises· 
as 'there 'they are treated with. kindness btid consideration. It is 

' . . , . . . 
a passion with ·Indian carpenterS and masons and tailors to teach 
their own ·handicrafts to · the sons . of 'the soil as they never 
apprehend that their stewardship of Africans 'will·deprive them of 
their bread and salt. Oti the other hand the Indians are profoun'd 
believers in the uplift of the AfriCans ·and are ·spiritually happy' 
when African apprentice~ show 'some diligence and perseverance, 
This chatitable outloo~ ort the part t)f Indians which is in marked· 
c·ontrast with the European attitude has earned · the Indians the 
gratitude 'of the African ' artisa~s. There is ·such a shortage of 
. artisan~ now-a-days that an African g~ts billets with Indian concerns 

. , . , . ' I . . , . 

at shillings six to eight as carpenters arid masons, while experienced 
Indians can hardly get shillings fifteetf to twenty ·per day. Hence 
there. is. no question of unemployment at all- , .I have been informed 
by. a prominent Indian leader of Tanganyika that.for the local civil 



service requirements the Government have to rely on Indian 
newcomers mainly as only a small number •of local recruits for 
civil service--purposes is forthcoming. 

Colonial Paper. No. 210. 

It will be recalled that .the present Socialist Gov~rmnen~ 
in England, soon after. assuming office, issued. the Colonial Paper 
No .. 191 \\lith a view to create a sort of Central Government for 
the common, economic admi~istration of Kenya, J]ganda and 
Tanganyika under the initiative of the ex-Secretary of State for 
Colonies, Mr. George Hall. 

An essential feature of the said Paper was the acceptance 
of the principle of parity for the three major communities. This. 
idea of equal representation being au index to the bonafides of 
the British Government in bringing about a Central · Government 
for East Africa appealed to the Indian leaders who accepted 
Paper No. 191 specifically mentioning that the proposal for parity 
was fundamental to their acceptance ... However, this jdea .of _equ~:~l 
representation proved too much for the white settlers <;>f Kenya 
who raised a storm over it and ultimately the B,itish Govermnent 
was forced to send the Under Secretary of .Sta~e for .the Col~nies, 
Mr. Creech .Jones to. study, !he situation on the sP~t as the. 
settlers threatened pon-acceptance of this new volicy. .Mr .. Cr~ech. 
Jones stayed for some time in East Africa and returnee! a convert. 
to the settler point .of view. This conversipn is probably accOJlllt~: 
table for l!is promotion , to b~ the Secretary pf State for the 
C::olonies replacing his chief, Mr. George .Hal). 'l'be new .Secretary. 
of State for the Colonies, Mr. Creech. Jpnes bas recently_ i~sued 
his. Cplonial Poper No. 210 wherefrom the idea of parity bas 
morally vanished and consequently both the indian and· African 
communities, have categorically. rejected. the paper, as the no~-. 
European communities fear that the dreaded · political Unioq of 
East Africa is inherent in the present scheme. : 

I have been convinced from my personal talks with all 
important Indian· leaders tbat"the- Colonial Paper No. 210 will 



prove to be. the thin eftd of the -wedge and will pave the way 
- for the creation of a political union at no distant date. 

Mr: Cr~ech Jone's scheme is nothing short of his submission 
at the point ot the bayonet as it were· to renewed attempts on -the 

r part of the British settlers to save Tanganyika for the British 
Empire. 

In this connection I would . quote . a former Governor of 
Tanganyika, Sir Donald. Ca~eron, ~ho said that Tanganyika was 
an integral part of the Bri~ish Empire. May I ~emind you that. my 
Chamber has written a letter dated 18-9-46 by way of confirmation 
of our telegram dated 16-9-46 in this connection against certain 
ob)ectionable terms in : the Trusteeship Documents whereunder 
the 'tritstee is empowe~ed to use;the Trust territory as a military 

. base ~nd is also free to federate with the adjoining .territories on 
an economi~ basis.· You are a~are that the Union of South 
Africa novi' demands the former mandated territory of South-West 
Africa. Similarly, if the Paper No. 210 forces an economic. union 
with Kenya and Uganda, the territory of Tanganyika. might be 
claimed for. in~orporation into a political union of East Africa in 
due course of time. I, therefore, urge on yon to view the paper 
No. 210 in a wider perspective at this juncture when the fate of 

· East Africa is hanging in the balance because this is probably 
the last atten;pt on the part of the Kenya settlers to consolidate 
their position on the eve of imminent .transfer of powerin India_ 

The Indians in East Africa. feel a little nervous in as much 
--'as the present onslaught on their rights might mean the liquida

tion of their fight for good. The racialistic philosophy of South 
Africa inspires the white community in Kenya to ·emulate their 
white brethren of the South as they are convinced that if the 
Indian is allowed to flourish politically and economically in East 
Africa the Indian, because of his superior merit and intrinsic 
worth will defeat the dream of a white dom,inion from CairQ 
to the Cape, 



s·-

. National Unity, 

In youi: letter dated' the 12th. March, you (Mr. Banerjee) 
suggested to me, that. I should do something to arrest deterioration 
of !=ommunal relations among the. various sections of. the In,d.ian 
community in East ,Africa. With a view t? continuing ~he very 
good work. done by. Raja Sir Maharaj . Singh in this respect I paid 
my earnes{' attention soon after my arrival in Mombasa t~ the 
recent draft of proposals suggest~d by unoffic.ial memb!!rS of the 
K~nya Legislative Council with' particular reference 'to distribution. 
of seats to preserve Indian natio~al unity. However, I could see 
after my efforts in Mombrsa where the communal atmosphere was 
not s~ tense, that Nairobi being .the storm 'centre the final work 
for me lay there. Therefore, as ·soon as 'r reached Nairobi;· 'I 
contacted the veteran Indian lead~r,·Mr. Shamsuddin; whoin I had 
seen at my office in 'Bombay while ·he had l:ieen cin a. special 
mission to the' .Mother Country 'on •. behalf of the 'East 'Afri~a:n 
Indians as the President of the East Africart' Ind.ia~ Congress. . 

' ,- •, ' 

. , ' . . . . 

I have to admit that the fresh events in India particularly 
in the Punjab had upset onr people in Nairobi to such an exten.t 
that no genial atmosphere existed for the handling of the unfor~ 
tunate communal question.' All the same, I prosecuted' my efforts 
with some vigour, and Mr. Puri, the Deputy President of the Cone 
gre:Ss arranged an informal conference of all non-Muslim e1emeuts · 
at the Congress Headquarters at the .Desai Memorial Hall: The 
Hon'ble Mr. Cocker (a Mus1im) who had been recently elected 
to the Legislative Council was also present at the said meeting. 
After frank discussions with.:them, including some of ,the Hindtt 
leaders as also the Sikh spokesmen, I proposed• that the Congress 
should nominate five gentemen; to sit at a.Round Table COnference 
with an equal number of the Central .Muslim ' Association nomi

nees to consider the proposals Of· the unofficial inembers which 

was aireed 'to. . As some of the Muslim ·leaders ~ere away fro~' 
Nairo:hi ~wing to the Easter, holidays i a~~anged to see· them on 

my' way back to Nairobi from Kampala en rout~ to Da~e~salaa1n; 
• • ••. .r - • 
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After mY ret11rn to Nairol>i at I! dinn!!r given to me on 
April 13th by Pr. • Nathoo, Acting President of the Ceqtral 
J',l:uslim ,Associatio11, I propos~d to th!! Muslim leader~ who were 
present there that they should send five representatives fo nego~ 
tiate an understanding with the Congress at the time of the sesEion 
of the Muslim C.Qnference due to be held at ]\l:ombasa by tpe end 
of th10 mont)l as the Congress had already assured me that they 
would be. prepared to attend a .. Coqfer~nc~ ·with tJte Muslim 
leaders: with a view to hammering out aq agreement, I am j!'lad 
to say that 11fter D)U~h discussioq, the. Muslim members accepted 
my suggestion and promised to see!> a D)andate from the Muslit;U· 
Gonferen<;e to )Je held under the auspices of the Central 1\fuslit:U 
Association .at Momb!lsa. , '!')ley boped that the r!lC!Uire4 aut)lority 
would l>e forthcopting . 

. , ' 
Unfortunately s. s. "Amra" by which I s~iled from Montbasa 

for Bombay left Mombasa · on· Friday.. the 25th April, only one 
day prior to the meeting of the Muslim Conference. I have, 
however; . a~ranged 'witli. the Muslim leaders to get in. touch 
with the Congress people to discuss the · matter in my absence 
and I hope to 'hear from them in due cou£se; I believe that the 
task of national unity is not so serious as is imagined from this 
distance. Excepting· Nairobi itt Kenya, an· the ·major~ towns are. 
comparatively free from communal spirit in an acute form and 
particularly Kampala and Jinja: I have found happy and normal. 
I may add that even Nairobi js getting iess acute to an appreci
able. degree and. I think lhat tensiol) will ,Wssen wit)l the p;tssage 
of. time. 

. Ant;Hocli..;. Tradf Policy. 

Throughout my .tour . I, have found th!lt aU the three 
administrations are universally anti-Indian· in outlook ·and their 
general trade policy as far as India11s are concerned is based on 
racialistic lines. While every 'patron11ge is extended to European 
ventures the Indian enterprise lacks goodwill on the part of the 
!luthoriti~s and ):ndiai! trades. apd ipd~stfies hpye to rely' on their 



10 
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own· merits. Some of the District. Officers are even hostile and . . 
in the name of African welfare try to administer the law in such 
a way as t~. actually prejudide Indian efforts i~ the fields of 
commerce and e~onomics. 

Owi~g to natural e:.Cpansion of trade and industry after the 
war and opening up of new avenues for the ·activities of our 
tra~ers; mttre applications for trade licences are being made to 
the Trade Licensing Board, but I regret to say that they are not 
generally favourably ~esponded to. This attitude is more marked 
in Ke~ya wher~ it is very difficult to secure any new trade 
license. This constitutes a great hindrance in the development 
of Indinn ent!!rprise and has ·a ver;;= aetrimental and adverse effect 
on the prosperity of the Indian community 'nearly comparable 
to the obstacles put in our way by the Immigration restrictions. 

Indian lndnstries. 

· In spite of anti-Indian. measures and unsympathetic attitude 
of the authorities since the last three decades .the Indians have 
been able to develop the. following industries, which is most 
creditable for them. '!'he fact is that Indians have spent considerably 
more money in industry than the Europeans. 

Sisal lnd1111ry. 
' • ' ! 

t:here are several sisal Estates spread: out in Tanganyika 
on a· large scaie and on a· smaller scale in Kenya. It will be of 
interest to mention that nearly 30 percent of these are owned by 
Indians. They have invested millions of pounds in this industry. 

' . • _. . I' . • ' ~ 

The exports of Sisal in 1945 amouted to 1,40,000 tons valued at 
5 crores of Rupees approximately. Thousands of Africans are 
employed by India~s _in these Sisal' estates. 

. Sugar lodu.try 

There are two very large and thr~e s~all sugar. mills in 
ll;a~t 4\fri~!l· Tw\l of ~he small~r on~s !lr~ owned bf the Europ 



.11 ... 
' · I 

eans while two big and one small are owned by Indians. 'the 
Indian mills manufacture some· io;ooo tons of sugar representing 
about four-fifths of the total production of sugar in East Africa. 
Sugarca,ne is grown on Indian. owned freehold lands amounting 
to thousands .of. acres. The sugar industry u~der Indian aus,Pices 
employ thousands of African. wage-earners and also engage native 
artisans and . fitters . and labour supervisors •. 

Oil Industry 
. ' . 1 , '. 

Practically all . oil factories numbering more than thirty are 
owned by Indians • . Raw materials for this. industry. 'viz, copra, 
simsim and groundnuts, although abundant are under Govern· 
ment control. Distribution and· prices ~re fixed by Government, 
who supply raw material~ in a limited quantity as bulk of these 
is exported to: . p. .K: 'to the detri~ent . of the. local htdustry, 
which cannot nuike . ~~y headw~y ~wing to lack of raw materials. 

. ! •• . ' • . • . f • 

Cronndnut1. 

Owing to great shortage -of oilseeds in U. K. the Govern· 
ments of East Africa have schemes under instructions from the 
Colonial Office, to cultivate groundnuts on . vacant lands on a 
large scale with the obj~ct of produ'cing mor~· 'tlian . three lakh 
tons of groundnuts. Subsequently, there is a scheine to c~ush 
he seeds into oil, refine it and ·then ship to U. K. In this 
tconnection it appears that from beginning till end Governmental 
organisation together wit~ ·the servic~s of Europeans will . be 
utilised in the project. · I have also ·been ·given to understand 
that European crushers wilt' have a lio.n's ~hare .in operating the 
oil industry. Even ·the ·transport. service . will be predominently 
conducted by the E~ropeans with African drivers. Indians will 
be given very little opportunity in. this huge project~ I have also 
been given to understand that recently a land admeasuring about 
25 acres has been allotted to Messrs. Lever Brothers near Kampala 
with a view to erec~ing an oil. mill, soap factory with allied 
products . . Hence, it appears that Indians are purposely kept 
q~hind in the development of ·on industry in future. . . 



tnnsport. 

. indians have invested a very large amount' in the organisa
ion of trallsport servi.ces by means of lorries generally imd buses 
o ·a certain extent. This service ·is spread out· on a large scale 
thtoughont the three East Afticarr territories ·except · in .· the · 
highlands of Kenya, where' the European settlers have been 
running thw;e transport services generally owing to their advan-. ' . 
tageous positions of being land-owners and mutual support 
amongst "tl:iemseives. It is evident that a· huge ·amount ·has been 
invested by the Indians in this important trailsport· service. 

Miiliag • . 

l;;urop~ahs han generally interested themselves in· the 
various mining 'industries,· such< as gold, tin,· inica, etc.'' But 
lately 1ridiails have also 'begun taking interest in mining industry 
in the production of gold. 

lasarabCe. 

i alii glad to say·tbat i~ the field of insurance, Indians ha~e 
made substantial progress and many Indian Insnrattce Companies 
are ojlerating there with their ~wn offices. or agences. 

Bukmc. 
. ) . ' . ' . . - ' . ' . . 

. :R:ecently the offices of .the 'Exchange Bank Of India ancl ' · 
Africa'Ltd. have been opened in Mombasa'~nd Dar~ssalaam' with a ' 
view 'to' do banking busi~ess there.' .it has been able to 's~cure' 
good support of Indians. But it was with great difficulty that . 
th~ bank was 'al>le to secure licence for' opening brahches. Jt 
appea~s that it is . nO\v ~xperlenciitg difficulties in the way of 
securing licences for foreign business, particularly in connection 
with dollar aml..other hard' currencies. 

SLipping. ., 

It is to be- regretted that no Indian service is operating 
between the two shores, altho~gh' bulk of the import and export 
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trade is in the hands of the Indians~ A very large part of passenger 
• traffic is also composed of Indians. It is satisfactory to note that 

the Commerce Department' at pre~ent has ~nn~unced its support 
. ' . ·- • . ' . ~ • ' . ' . i' ' ' • • ' ' 

to the development of th1s Important mdustry and 1t 1s now hoped 
that at no distant date a regular service between India and 
East Africa will be operating i~ these waters. 

Soap : lndnstry 

. 'l'here are more than a dozen soap factories all owned by 
Indians who manufacture soap from the limite4·oil supplies allowed 
by Government, but these are also h~ndicapped for short supply . 
of oil. 

. ,. 

Tanning .. Industry 
.. : 

. I~dians. own two . large, factories while two are under 
European ownership. Here too Government's peculiar .policy 
of exporting raw hides to U~ K. come;; il! the way and the industry 
gets only ·a limited quota, for its requirements with the result 
that the factories are not running to their full capacities. 

,, ., . 
Wattlebark Extract Industry 

There are .two factories of this valuable industry, one of 1 

which is ·owned by. an Indian with an up-to,date and latest. 
scientific machinery. The Indian factory employs European .experts 
and its producing capacity is larger than the factory under 
European ownership, ·' · 

''coffee Industry · 
I' . ' .. I •• 

It is satisfactory to· note that Indians possess 'coffee estates 
where they grow· same on their own lands ii1 thot!sands of acres 
and produce thousands of tons or<'offee'with coffee curing .plants. 
and. after grading coffee according 'to reqiiired standards these are 
exported to foreign markets where they have earned. a good name. 
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Tea Industry 
• 

Similarly, Indians have taken active interest in growing 
tea and have erected blending plants by · which lakhs of lbs. of 
tea is prepared and marketed~ 

Cotton Gilminc Industry 

Ou~ of nearly 200 Ginneries more than 90% are under 
Indian control. Indian financiers have made huge investments 
amounting to millions of sterling and the. prosperity of Ug~nda 
is derived mostly from this Indian enterprise giving good jobs to · 
African fitters and workers as also to Indian technicians and· • 
engineers. .. 

From the foregoing. references to Indian enterprise and 
intiative in the fields of commerce and trade on the one hand 
and industry and agriculture on the otht:r, it is · evident· that 
Indians occupy an indispensable position practically ·unassailable 
in point of merit and worth and have invested crores of rupees 
in various industries. 

lndiaD ProfessionaJs. 

There are a pretty good number of Indian Barristers, 
Advocates, Doctors, spread out in the three•territories. Practically 
all of them are doing remunerative business. There is a very 
great scope for Indians in these lines. 

Education. 

Upto now most of the Indian educational Institutions are 
beibg ·conducted by private enterprise. The Government do give 
some grant~in-aid, but the bulk of the expenses . are peing borne 
by the Indians themselves in imparting education to both the 
sexes. In this connection there are a great number of teachers 
who impart education to their own pupils. It appears that there 
is a dearth of good teachers at present, specially lady teachers. 
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Hospitals. 

Indians there are nuder n very great l1andicnp in connection 
with hospitals, maternity homes, etc. Although separate hospitals 
for Europeans· are provided by the Government it is regretted and 
It is a pity that they have criminally neglected providing these 
amenities for Indians. Government have of course provided some 
hospitals for Africans where only some effort has been !nade for 
accommodating Indian patients in some ' wards. This is a very 
great grievance of the Indian community which is of a more. 
serious form than· educational facilities: This legitimate grievance 
of the Indian community must be removed forthwith, especially 
when Indians contribute a lion's share in the Government revenues, 

Indian Trade Mission. 

All the Indian Merchants Chambers in the principal towns 
of East 'Africa arranged special general meetings of their members 
to acquaint me with the difficulties and grievances encountered 
by them in their trade activities with India particularly in matters 
of poor packing, inferior quality of goods and negligence to 
furnish the required goods by Indian manutacturers in piecegoods 
and other lines. I have studied the trade reports issued by the 
East African Governments and am shock~d to find that India's 
trade has already begun to deteriorate considerably: 

The following figures of Indian imports in the East Africa!! 
countries, as mentioned below compared with their total imports 
show how far India is losing ground in East Africa :-

Kenya-Uganda. 

1944. 
1945. 

Tanganyika. 

1943. 
l945. .,. 

25% 
16% 

47% 
~5% 
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I am afraicl still fnrth~r decrease 1n exports froni Indin 

has taken place since 194-5. 

My Chamber has been representing to the .Commerce 
Department consistently and ins~!?tently forth~ ~ast three successive 
years that a Trade Delegation ·should be sent to stuqy .the potential 
markets :in. ~st Africa with a view. to . developing In~orEas{ 
African erade.. Jn. · a~ . ~1auy as seven, . Memoranda submitted to 
the. Co_mmerce Department, we. have stressed the necessity of 
sending such a delegation, I hereunder quote the actual . dates 
of the Memoranda :- . , 

Memorandum No. 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
9 

7. ' ' 

To ~hom prt>.sented.· . · 

Hon. Mr. Pillai . , 
·Sir Azi~-ul Haque 
Mr .. Aminuddin 
Hon.: Mr. Pillai 
Mr. Aminuddin 
Hon; Mr. Bhabha 
Hon, Mr, Chundrigar · 

On what date 
. , , I . ' 

29- 6-1944 
13- 6-1944 
14-q-:1944 
8- 6-1945 
1-11-1945 

14-10-1946 
6~12-1946 . . . 

But so far · no actio11· has been t~ken py the ' Government 
of India to o~r · great disappointment. It{ this. connection let me 
quote the words ~f the P;esident · of t~e Federation of Indi·~~ 
Chambers of Commerce and Jndustry,' who demanded an early 
despatch of a Trade delegation. from India supporting .our point 
of view in that matter • . 

' ' 
Mr. R. B. Pandya, the President of the Federation in 1945 

Session observed :- · ~ ·>· · .. · 

" That India ia alive te her trade .interests in Africa is 
evident from the keen interest \~hich the Africa and Overseas 

·Merchants Chamber of Bombay is taking in this matter. They 
are already begmDiDg 'to realise the need for cJocer. personal 
contacts and have suggested the Government of India to 
~espatc~ to_ ~~~~ Mri~ a · 'oodwi~l ~issi~n c~JDrosecl ~~ 



officials aud aaofficWa,! ~l;.Tba llliaaioil:,:·will ·' ~dy market 
condition• and requirements of theae territoriea. The Indian 
fc~~m'er~i c~~m~nili'el of Ei~t . Afri~ : ~ill ' IU~ely r. welc'ome ' 
anY.- ~cii ~~~io~: from 'ihe' 'M~tLercowltry ·:.II ; Let: Dl hope' the . 
i~gg~ti~n . \Viti . b~ ' ac~ept~d .! ud.; 'acteci' 'aP.n. ~ithou~ . j delay 
~ , 1 I • 'J _. • o .' J , ' • '• • ' • I • • • 

~1 .~.': ln~~·~~~~ru~~.at. ·, 
. :! , • ,'j r! ! i : ~ 1 · : .:, • ~ ,, • , • •• J • • ' J . ' ••. , ,.. J· • , , 1 ! • 

• :rl;tis ~ .~4e~ · ~f. ;~~ ');&:de _ ~~legati~~ : ~~~. "jelcome~~by H1s 
Exc~ll~ncy; t~~ .. ~vep:~pr .~~ :K,enya /~~q ;r ina~~~r~t~dJh.e ,ah~ye, 
c ... ccintt, of; ~b~_. ~e4~.ratiqn,1 .in, . ~.h~Aoll~'Ying ,~er~~::7" 

t l I o : ~:·:i lrli J/'.'~ ~~~ : .:J=:! ,/ ,_j,,;: : . · : · ~·'• 

g: r'i' l :: w~~ ,m~~~- c:~n,ter,est~~n ~b~~ ~~e . 1 A.!~i~ a~ 0.~~-~~· : 
M~rcbaots..' .Cba~l)_et; :ofiH~m~.aLJal!~ •ugge~ed: tbat a .. go~h~llJ. : 
mission! should :be.rseot to. JSastc Africa ; in1 the · neqr ::future •. : 
This· is:the first ' informntioh·'l Jtnvei.received on the· subject · 
n~d: 1~0 doubi'~-it ~ is' !tfl matter lllat i{Jprlmatily ' one - fur·> the . 
b~~errirn'Jrit 'l ;of rTndi~ ; tW ·~~~iti'c., foti tb~ritsbt~~·s· ·hut 'i' \~auld · 
4 : :_.!~ J : -·.r ~! !;··.:'.-:"i · ' _ t . ! - ; ~ fti i t. t: .. ~~ i ;; ,;··· i J r -.· . ~ ; ~ ··! • •·! ., 

,l ~~~ ~to .~a~.tth!!PP_P?r~~nitY;; to. ~~~x .~~~~}~~~~~.n~. , { ~nsider . 
i~, , t~; ,;be . !th~~ .. , .Q~~ ~~~~~i~n~ J<~it.lt.~~~ . :.t~a~inn c p~J!m~.n,l~ies,. 
iril Jildia:-should be •:a&· happyt 1 as !possible nnd J .feel sur~ .t.h~t ,. 
tbentllOfe ' perSODBfCOOtacts'tbat ~ Call • b(! m~de fn tbnt; WilY '> I 

th~ bet(~r 'it tout.J ''be~ 'foi" all co~cerned . n~-

It ' is r thercHorenhigli'Jtimet' for ·: the u'Government:·~of India to • 
move: iJf. tbetm'atter 'at- 'ati 1':earlyi: 'date' j tQ •.maintain•I•and i• preserve •, 
marketS' ih 1:ric:li1ln ·iutnd·s~/l If• lini •immediate . action:•.··is not· taken r 
by 1ther 'Goveinilient : ti£ .'-Inc'li·a~ · J tlieutrade": activities · •of :I1idians -in, , 
East1 Africa~ ~~i11 'suffer ·a: I great' dE!al; ih 'View·'of the' fact that' . they · 
have! lately'-been! <iffered ·some icohsiderable quantities · of Japanese· : 
pieeegoods~ :iln'd' !tber~ .lis- every1·-tikelihbod:'thati :Germany alsoJwill : 
be allowed to send her pieceg'ooas as acute;sbortage:is· experienced. 
there owing to the curtailment of quota by the Indian Govern
ment. Besides American~a'ncitlJti'tisli· goolfsi'are pushed into East 
African· markets,,iwhicb·;r!ndianr::mercbants• have gQt tQ, pu.rchasc: 
to ':.maintain 1helt ~~tal;>lisliiPep\~.;J r 
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,High Commiuioatr ill Eaat Alrlca, 

N o1v · i ~on;·. to a .-e~·l;nr.or'tnnt suh'i~ct\,(the appolntntent 
.... ·.' .,, ., ., ·, • :.!'I: I• • t•' I 

of the Government of India's 1ligh Commissioner· m. East Africa. 
Owing to V'\rious disabilitles'' ani! ·tiarasltips which tile Indian 
Conunun;t~, politically and ~~ntrnercially suffers at the '·h~nds of 
the bureaucracy in Kenya owing to ··nt~·~ 'latte~~ ttrihelpful 
attittHle it is Yery essential that an Indian High Commissioner 
must he immediately appointed at th'is ·grnve cl"i~"i!'i in East Africa. 
The daily administratil·e difficulties whiCh 'o\lr people hn1•e to 
surmount are too numerons to be eriU.merated. Besides in ,~few 

of new rliplomatic connections which the GoYernment of India 
are establishing at present, it is anOthe·r reason why a J highly 
placed Indian statesman should be statimted in East Africa during 
this transitional period. It is satisfactory te note that the Indian 
comm1mlty. who objected to ~4e appointm.e!lt of an Indian High 
Commissioner sometime .bac~, ~re now prepared _to hail the 
appointment ou nccount of the fact that the appointment will be 

1,, I 

made by the Interim National Gm·ernment. T suggest that the Head-
quarters o~ the High CommisSioner should be located in Nairobi 
in an independent and spacious building,' preferably owned by 
the GO\·ernm?nt of India, as without ·¢xcellent quarters befitting 
the representative of the G<>vemm.~t ,of India the other commu
nities will not be impressed. T~e arrival of au eminent Indian 
diplomat will help to improve racial atmosphere in East Africa 
to a very gteat extent. In this connec:tiou. I,,may be allowed to 
quote the opinion of a tesponsible European genth•man in Uganda 
who recently confessed that the visit of Raja Sir Maharaj Singh 
impressed the Huropean· ~ommu~;~ity including himself to -such an 
ext:nt. that he himself had to admit, that he would like to be 
tutored by Raja Sit .Maharaj Singh, in the English tongue. The 
High Commissioner will thus be a ,great asset in bringing about 
harmony between India and East Africa . 

. Indian T rad, Co!amillioner 
During tny stay 

c;ommissioner's Of!ice, 
in Mombasa. I called at the Indian Trade 

I was utter!~ .disappointed to jind t!t~ 
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the premises occupied by our Trade Commissioner were not at 
all in cousonance wfth the Government of India's prestige~ There 
were three rooms ; one for the Trade Commissioner himself, 
the other for his staff and the third for "an1ples and commer
cial literature, all promiscuously heaped together- In view of 
ahortage of housing accomntodation in Mombasa, it is no sttrprise 
that a suitable building was not available_ Howe,-er, any business
man happening to visit the Indian Trade Commissio1·.er's Office, 
particularly a European businessman would at once form a very 
poor opinion for the miserable· Show. The expenditure, in nty 
opinion, is practically being wasted in the present way. There
fore, sotne spacious accommodation should be prodded for him. 
The Trade Conunissiouer's_ -Offie.e should have as n part of it an 
emporium on a large scale together with a muse11111 of latest 
manufactures from India. India is making progress iu various 
industrial lines by leaps a11d bounds. The ~rrade Commissioner's 
office should be attached to the office of the High Commissioner, 
as it would be in the fitness of things ir<>m many points of view. 
The office of the Trade Cmnu1i.-ioner should be removed to 
Nairobi_ I am sure that Nairobi beillg not only the Capital of 
Kenya but also becauSe of the GoYernor's Conference Secretariat 
being there, the Trade Commissioner will be able to sen-e Indian 
Commercial communities of the three territories to a far greater 
extent. Besides Nairobi is snch a cerlttal place that it is easily 
accessible to Mombasa, Dar-es-salaam and Kampala, which are 
the main centres of commerce ancl industry aud trade iu East 
Africa. At present the Trade Commissioner cannot contact tbe 
high Go\"ernment officials, as Mombasa being only the Head
quarters of a provincial Commissioner, the Colonial Secretariat 
is a little too far away from him. At present Uganda and 
Tanganyika which control a lion'e5 share of trade anc.l industry 
are not g:e.tting any he11efit from the Trade Commissioner being 
far away at the coast. 

lndiaas in Belgian Congo 

At Daresoalaam I had raised with the Indian Merchnuts 
Chamber the question of disabilities of Tndian traders in the far 



,off t~rr~tory·1 of the Belgian; Coiigu:dn · .~he : . ~ery;· heart ·tof: , ;Central 
:,Afrlca, · pares~alaalil ·. being: the:.pr:incipal t; port :for the::Congo; : •:I 
. trieddo .study .. , the: 'hardships -·of the Congo .Indians arid found 
. that .their. .. main·· grievances with the• Belgian~:authbrities .are• with 
:regard to :the right.to enter - tbe~:Congo ·and : imposition :of segrega
_.tiollj;!: .. In;• the : C~ngo .•. the Governo:r-_,QeneraL can· aoti according · to 
his:·swe·et_ .,free .. ·will . !in .the.matter·of :Immigration:.: l•ol -have been 

. told ~hat;tie :eongo,,authorities:never condescend •to send' replies -to 
.the Judiatt : applicants .:either lin. the:megative or: in! the· affirmative •for 
·months. and. mouths together; ·,'They' simply · iithore alt' eorrespon-
denc·e fo~ -- entry Jperniits,!iipthercase' 'Of Iridians. ··I understand 
.that an ·entry · pernii ~ :;is · r issuea •in • 'Very .·exceptional ci'rcustan'tes 
ronly~ ,. Thus :Indian •. ttade' · in \he' .lCongo ·notwithstanding .. !bj'g 

-possibilities ~an n1ake:bo.iheadway•.Under the virlual •ban:oti indian 
-Immigration . operating.: as, 1 at i present .. :.· 'I'he ' second ·important 
.grievance ·which 'the:. Indian traders' itt" Congo ·'have:· :toll·tindergb 
is· •that-: they-'_jhavei ~to ,·reside· ·and·rftradef ·hi separate ·iocdtions:'as 
. itt) . the , case: ·of South •, AfHcan· i •tndians. • ,, This ; insulting :treat'ment 
<ought to .cease ;a.S; it' -is galling 't(jllthe self 'iespeCt I of -In-dia. ···:No 
~racialistic segragatiott .. should' be' •tol~ratea ·by' ·the' Gov~rnilient 
:of: r India~ and . • immediate ' steps: -, must ··be_. taken; to t redress :these 
•grievances-· by approaching· the 1·Belgiati· ·GovernfuenH · 

· ·r u, ·· ., , · · ·· ·· . ·'· r ''r..r .. : . ___ ._;l•).~r•i r.· ~-lrpq \ i • 1 .. . ~.;- · -·}'_1·--:-

! • ·._
1 

,_'.1rt to~ _a~~~~ .. ~~~~~c~~~f~.-~~·s~ ,!~~.a\y;: th~ .. ~~~~~t~~~ -~f tlp.e 
qoverllment of Ind1a to_ the f~ct _that, th~ Congo Bas10 Treaty 
'U'rtd~r''\viiich.- .Cetitrat' A£r1c~· ~~d ltas~ 1'Afri~~~ 1h~ve ~g1r~~d to allow 
tli'e i rtatio_nal~~ I ;of ;_the'' hi tie ::s1

ign'Jf-odis {~ '~Ii~ ; 'Tr~~ty . '(iriciuding ·.of 
• - • . I . ..... . ·· · · d l · I . I ~ : • : ......... · : ; ;• ; ip J , , .l ' \J ' '·J . .'hi H >- ~ . · .• 
j~.o~'r~~ ' ~~~~!f ~~; ~-~~t - 0~ ,_the }~~iti~~ I , .;E~I?~;~> ~~I s~.~rl~ ~~mt~g 
~~ ,~?,~/~~~~·o~ :·~~<t!n~t~ , .~~~.~ - , ~~t ~ f~t:~~~. · ~opp.~~~~-nt~~ to, , ent~r 
1nfo tliat treaty as an llldependent an~ . a soveretgn nation. Thus, 
~the' · 1 territocy "of' the · Belgia~ : 'c~~g~ ~ht~h1 

is. ~6~( t_hinty p~~~
lated and is most fertile may have to adju~t ·''its'" rel~tidns· ' w'ith 
India inasmuch as the; balance " :of ·:.fraCie for Belgium is in 
-~~lgi~.m,'s f~vpur a~ . India: is J~at ;tiny , cqusJ~~y~s~.gr:ea~ c:nstomer. 
,rp.~ ,po,·ern,m~_~,t. 9£ India in ,the,, _Externa~ , A~a~rs .r D~~ar~meQt 



.should ·take up· therefore the question ot Indian commercial and 

.other.rights with 'the Belgian:•Foieign Office forthwith and help 

.the ... Congo Indian· •traders• who ·are .very'eager:to·push Indian 
llllanufactures, in' .that vast• •territory. ' As India• '·at present. stands 
;in 'need: of :foreign markets for· our' newly established industries 
,it,;,iiLrcvery ·desirable that: the ·Congo :market be tapped by the 
·Trad~ Coinmissioner,'ind;;ast.Africa .. ,,,,. 

' lta&n 'Eas~ :A£n~·· 
:_.;1 i :. ';' 

'"'' '' . !.cannot ·help referring::to the Indians in Italian East Africa 
·whichuis .situated just ·in·the neighbourhood of the British East 
Africa •. : As •the entire Italian ·.teritory in Africa has been occupied 
,b:t.the,British. with. the help of the Indian forces, it is appropriate 
that;.the,:ptesent.Indiati interst should:be allowed tor be strength
,ened, byJ fresh. 1 Indian·. Immigration': which is prohibited at the 
ptese)lt. ";So; far• the excltalian Colonies are militarily governed and 
·the: Indian ,,representatives. at thei .Peace. Conference. ·at • Paris have 
.alr~>ady ·voiced. the,· feeling of the .!Government ·of India; in this 
matter;,, :Aftet·.the .. first:• world .. War .India, could· not assume· the 
.mandat.ory .. powers' over,:rangariyika as ltidia was herself a subject 
nation. But now the Government' of India: can .certainly approach 
the U. N. 0. and can demand some of the empty spaces for 
~o~<;~nisa.tio:n. py ,her; ()Wn people.,. The.t.ltalian .East Africa consti
:tnt~ S\lC.Ii! aud•r.ea,;c;~'. P!! ':Placed., under., the ,Trusteeship admini
stration.· Sometime:bac.kthe ·Bengal,.Famipe Commissibn,.observed 
·'·-· 'I" ' .. - • ,.,, •. ' ••' ., • . 

,that 1 ~l;lf!!re ;w:~ too ,.I\luch,, pressure on agricult)lral land in India 
.an<i.~c;~)ess~rsnch,pre.~su~e,,,som.e ,way,,must• be :found •out·· for 
~he ,~urplus 1pc;~pulatiqp• of, Inc:Iia , .to • .settle , somewhere: beyond the 
shoreg0 q{, Jqc1ia. : "7'ht;\ ,It!!lian., ,¥,st Africa, is an ideal. country tfor 
cqlpn,isati<?n. py,. tb,e, Indian~.: ,being, nearer. India and. even· from a 
military point of view Indian influence there, will be a contribu-

. • ;1'1 . · ,·. 1 • :' l" . • .. I• · ' ' ' · . 

tory factor for the preservation of world peace. 
· ·· ·• •••· 1 l•!·::.utl/~)fl' ··, .• 

INDIAN INDEPENDENCE. , . ~' '· - . 

''' "rll haVe'ldiscovered during iny tour that our countrymen ate 
in a fix as to their probable status after the emergence of India 



11s an independent nation by, June 1948 .. :• ~ senior l~aders' of· the 
:Indian. community discussedAhisl question with .. me as they:·)were 

·of opinion·. that ,if:' they ·retained Jrldian 'nationalitY' they; ·would,ilbe 
·treated as foreigners .. or aliens .. and::would · be•: deprived. -of•their 
political rights;. Some· ::of .them, are oLopinion <.that iir• the- event 
of thei~ .accepting British citizenship they will be able:to·mainbiin 
their present political status. " I· could ·.understand ' their l anxiety 
as their 

0
children have been born anq, bred in East Africa. T, 

however, explained to 't:h~ni ihat f!ie Coverment of India would 
, not. be able-. to: protect ·:thei~ inter~sts. in a. ·vigorous.-way when 
they cease' to be Indian· nationals.· L! added· that· inspite .. of. . some 
of the Indians choosing to retain British Citizenship:the policyiof 

.. racial discrimination> was' not Jikely <to disappear overnight> rand in 
that case' India wilL not :be. able· to help·them;···'llhe•'Motlier 

·)Country could only assist· them if. they: are . prepared• to: relllain 
·Indian nationals;·: I,· thereforej••:.Suggested. • to' the; Indianl'leaders 
·that the Indian commuliity .. should retain thek·Indian·tuifioi:tality. 
·Otherwise,: they will< be "t placed in the' >Unenviable,; position:; of 
political-orphans despised' on· the one halid·b:y; racial'administtatots 
of East. Africa and on< ithe other· . .hand •:the ·YGovernmentHdf: I· India 
·will not be able..to advocate ·their rcaser 

: · · , It' is essential· for: ;the 'COnstituent Assembty· td invite ieadets 
.of indians abroad<inclttding ·Indian :spokesmen":.frbrii" :East" AfHca 
so .as '•to·: cinsert · r in: the·· contemplated. InaoJBi'itisli''freaty"spec1fic 
clauses with a "View.- to· safeguard ·'the': 'interestJ and :· status'""of 

'Indians abroad on the basis'~ohi mosf 'favciiired 'hati<in ''principle. 
· To allay the· fears entertained ·'in' i ·Eilst"'Afric.:'' 'iif qthe' i ·eveht" !6£ 
'India' becoming 'a sovereign· Repubilc; 'the .. 'interilri'biivetliment 
·should issue assurances to the' Indiati'·ri~tibnals: abrbad that'·'tlrey 

'will' have same" rig !its" ~s 'British' J:'atiorials. iti India:'· MW 'e~j(iy 
under the reciprocal a~r~ng~~~~~t h~~;~~red Ju't by'the Co;;;tith~~t 
Assembly with the 'represent~tiv;;'s·' lif' the British Govern

'l'ent at . ~he time · q!. ~he. im.Pelldi,l)g, treaty. ,b'!tV'[ee11 r the two 
countries .. 
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. _ ,- , , • . . r:. r • . .· ~:, , , · · . ,, , 
I have to add that the British authorities d~ not recognise 

. • , _I · , ; ' ~ , I I ' ;.. \ I ' ; : • ~ J I f • ·; ' • , : j -, \ I .• , . - · 

the valuable services which .our people are rendering at present 
.:J' ., ' 

to the uplift of the African communities apart from the past 
serv.ices,~h~ !ndj:jJII COP.Jm.J!I!ity .has rendere~)n 9pening up East 
Africa \o, <;ivilisati91l· • ~P~f!Ner~ somo:; able CpJpuial authors have 
testified that the rapid progre>s which .. E;lst ,Afriea, is making is 
due to the presence of Indians. These authorities hold that the 
progress made by the West African natives after centuries 
has been• made <.·byc:·tbe East African natives within as many 
decades only because of the presence of Indian traders in East 
Africa. Eveu.'ili South Africa and in South-West Africa the 
natives have failed•to reach the standard to which East African 
natives have attained simply owing to the fact that excepting 
N atai,' ;otb~ Y Unib'u1 'of C Sotlti:i: -il.frica· -has no considerable Indian 
populati'on'~in'the:'rransvaal, the Cape Colony and the Orange 
Free State. A high official .who has been transferred to West 
Africa after a long stay in East Africa has lately confessed that 
the East African prosperity of the native peoples is attributable 
to the presence of Indians. In my own opinion the Indians as a 
race are not competitors of the natives but they are the real 
people who trnly co-operate witli-the·natives as they are imbued 
with the spirit of the dictum that commence is a great pioneer 
of civilisation. It is the Indian who is humanising the African 
by his activities. as a true trader. 

East Africa and India 

Before concluding this letter I take this opportunity of 
making a strong appeal to the Government to adopt every means 
by which the trade between the two contries sho1,1ld be developed 
further. I would go even to the extent of treating East Africa 
as a part of India and thus giving special preference by granting 
more licences, permits, quotas etc, to East Africa. In this 
connection India must consider herself fortunate in having at her 
disposal a large number of her countrymen whose services must 
Q~ qtilis~d to d~velop Indiav trad<: and industry for which thE: 



people and the Government !nal:\u'allyraspiri!OoJim view of g~ogra
phical proximity and . histqrical c;ol)nectipn! East Africa should 
be ~ori~iCi~~~d 1W'i~e· dO~~d{;{ierit' Ci£ 'Ini(i~ .u~: ~J· :o"ve~~ei~."~'!1en
sion "of Il:idi~ :h~r~elt' 

i'l·'f '~•1!1 r •llf ;"tl 

,,, t would''now "tcltU:est';Yoil 'to l:itilig"tliis' Rei{otl wlth•··my"' 
best ·respects ·to th~'riotice!f!>f the' Hob'bi.t'raBie Meiiibet$i'iff' c'h'atg~1 
of your 're~ecti~e· DeP'artiii~htsi."' · · · · · 

,(s4,~;,"QAWQQP ;~~a:iii~:NA.~.s~~; 
,•PRESIDEN'£ 
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Notei regardin1 public .adivitlea of Mr. Dawood 'Hajet Nasser', PresideD!, 
The AfriCa. It Overseas' Merch1n!a' Chamher, Bomhar, while on 

, , . , • I, , ' 

· · Tonr ia Eal! African territories from Z4-3-47 to Z5·4-47. ,, '. 
_,' 1:; 

1.00 P·111• S11iled by. s. s, . " . .Rizwani'.' .. froDI Bombay and made 
. . , statemen.t to the press copy of .~l;lich ,attached.herewith • 

. Z4-3-41'' . '" . '; . ·"'I ... 

5.00 p.ml Reached Mombasa .. Received by the Hon. Mr. A. B. 
·· .. Patel, the Hon! Dr. Rana,•'also Presidents of the• Indian 

Association and : Indian · Merchants' Chamber. and many 
leading ·Indian citizens of Mombasa. · .,_,.,,.! •· ,.,. 

zs-3-u .... '·· -·-
6.00 p.m. Invited to attend the meeting of the Indian .Associa· 

·;) ·=:ti<)n' in cohne'ction' with 1 discussioii''oii -Pap~r No;:2io;: 
· '· · ·The meeting passed a resolution -~gainst its ·acceptance. 

• • ; ; '; • o , I , , , ' ~ ,. ' i • I ; \ , - l ! '. I • : • I : • 

S,!JO.p,m.,.;At a)unch gi~n to 1Ile at Manor Hotel.where.leading 
:E;ur.opeall/1,: Arabs. • and ~India!lS. •, were, ,present, I spoke 

, . , ()n the pr!)gress. that India. was: malo:ing . ._in t)le, field of 
Commerce, Industries and Politics .. and . assured the 
audience that independenc«;. would be secured before 
June 1948. ·' · · 

ZG-3-41· 
J. ,- • .·.. ' .. 

11.00' a·.m .. Had a conference with the Hon. Mr. Pate!' and the 
.. ; , ·, 'Hon.' i>r.Ran~Ola~ting !or jwo hours ·~nd discussed 
_,,, ,!) • ·~ ·' ' •• • . .• ' • • ' ... 

. . the general stt.uation regarding Immigration, segregation, 
' ' '' . ag~icultnre, Hindu:Muslim unity an·d Paper No. ·210. 
• . . : ' ' .. ' ~ ' ' .. : ' '. " ' ! ' ' - . • . '' : 

4.00 p.m. Discussions 'with· the Hon. Dr. Rana· on· 'the above 
1 ··points.• · · · · 
'.,' :., Z7-3--47· 

•r ,.,. I 

11.00 · a.ID. Discussed ·with the 
tioll of tile count!')'. 

Hon, l.!r, Fa tel the. &e\leral. situa· 



5.00 p.m.,, Invited by Mombasa Chamber of Commerce (European) 
where I sp~ke'on tlie cotton te~tile position of India 
~nd' tli~ s~crifice. ·.th.at India was making in allowing 

• ; ' • , . • • .I ' '•' ' ' -. \ , : , . . -

exports of cotton · piecegoods. Last year about forty 
Indian merchants resi~ned en bloc in connection with 
'fixing of ratio of European and non-European members, 
and I drew the attention· of the ·President the necessity 

·of .inviting them back; and settling the disputed· points 
also to the satisfaction of all. 

'' 
5,30. p.m. Attended meeting of the. Indian Merchants' Chamber 

and ·spoke to , them with regard to Industrial, .Commercial 
and Export: position of India, particularly .with regard to 
cotton piecego.ods and other controlled. articles. 

28-3-47 
. . ·; ' 

5.15 p_.m:· Ent«:rt,ained :to tea party by Indian Merchants of 
Mombasa where in ~ cosmopolitan and influential gathering 
of Europeans, Indians, Arabs and Africans I stressed 
the need' of 'a ·. cordial· relationship between· India and 
Great Britain in the interest of both and the world peace 
and the necessity of harmony amongst different communities 

: in East Africa .. · 

30-3-47 

10.00 a.m. Attended public meeting.: at Regal Theatre of the 
Indian citizens . of Mombasa to protest against Paper 
No. 210: tind•r the Chairmanship of Mr. Yusufall :E. 
Jivarij~e ~he~e both the un~fficial; me~bers . of the 
;Legislative Council, . Hon. Mr: Patel 11nd Hon .. Dr. Rana 
sp.oke iri details on the ~arious drawbacks of the Paper. 
I_., also_ spoke on the subject advising the East African.: 
Government to take serious consideration of the. march 
of events that are taking· place in India and warned 
them agai~s~ embarkin~ on m~asur~s 11ffecting Incli11ns 
~dversely.' · · · ·' · · ' 



. 31-3-47 
' 

4.00 'p.m. Before 'proceeding ~o the upcouritryi had a conference 
of Indian h~aders, viz. the H~n. Mr. Patel, the Ron. Dr. 
Rana, Mr. R. B. Pandya, Editor of Kenya Daily Mail 

.and:Mr. A; H. Noormahomed, President, Indian Associ". 
ation at my office for one hour; 

t-4-47 
• _ -' , . 1 . ' I , ' l I '• 

7.00 a.m. St~rted for Moshi by .car and .. r.eached there at 6.00 
p.m. 
' 

2-4-47 
. ! ·. .' 

3.00 p.m. At a meeting. of the Indian .Merchants' ~hamber I 
· . ·delivered . a speech for 4S · ~inntes. ou Indian Politics, 

Commerce and Indus.try, explaining to ,the .audience. the 
India~ 'situat'ion. . Later discus~ed th~ supply position of 

· India. Left for Arusha at 7 ,p.in, ··which was a-eached 
. at ·9 p.m. 

10.00 a.m. At a meeting of the Inilia'u· ··M:ercha~ts' Chamber 
spoke for 30 minutes on the.' Indian .. shuation generally 

. and· iater :.discussed witli'''them' Indian supply position, 
left ·for : Nairobi ~t ·1 p.~. by 'car· and 'reached there 
at 8 p.m.· 

.4-4""'7 

9.00 a.m. Mr. Chunilal Kirparam, President of the Federation 
•- , . ' . ' I 

.of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry, Mr. Bachu
iai Gathan'i, President of the Indian Merchants' Chamber, 
Nairobi. Mr. Vidyarhi, Editor "Colonial Ti1;1es", Mr • 

. Ajitsingh, Editor of " Forward" called . on . me at my 
residence and discussed political aJ!d. economic situation 
for one hour. 



1.00 p.m. ~ntertained to lun~h by __ the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce' & Industry,. where I spoke with 
great force, on t:'te absolute necessity ?f.the, Indian unite.d: 
front at all costs -at the critical time and on Immigration 

· ' ' ' ' I!. · • I ;J • ·'•' ' 

· and Paper No. 2i0. . .· 
I .....• --1 ' ' : •·· 

3.00 p.in. Discussed the present ·situation ·with · Mr •. Gauttam 
(Bar-at-Law), Mr. Ramesh (Advocate), and Mr. Nazerath, 
Setretary of the Indian_ National Congress. 

') : 
8.00 p.m. My Nairobi host Dr. Dhanji invited Mr. Shamsuddin 
' the veteran' lnaian'' leader to dine with tis wher~ we' 

discussed for two hours the political situati~·n ·.of the 
Colony. . . 

5-4-47 
9.00 ·a.m; ·Had talks with Mr. Bachulal Gathatii' and Mr. Ch~nl~' 

hi! 'Kirparam. · ' '- · 
' . ' -1 :I''':. '' ' . ' : t..... .· ; '1 • 

10 .. 00 a.m. Talks with Mr. Shamsuddin for one and ,half hours . . ... 
4.30 p.m. Informal! meeting called by the Congress at: Desai 

Memorial Hall where Hindus of different shades of 
• 

opinion, some Muslims .and _Sikhs were assembled; the 
principal Muslim elem'ent' being absent-discussed with 
them the political problems and the proposal of the 
,. . : ' l'l ' . ' ' 

unofficial members in connection with Indian . communal 
r~present~tion. in, Legisl~tive Council. and ,Nair~ pi, Muni

. c:ipality. · ~t lasted. till 7 p.m. My proposal was that the 
Congress should 'appoint five representatives by way of 
a Round Table Conference, provided this proposal of 
mine was acceptable to· the Muslim leaders whom I was 
to approach later on as some of the Muslim leaders 
were aw~y from 'the t6wn· on iny ret~~n from Uganda .. ' 
Sir Maharajsingh had practically succeeded. in· bridging 
the' differences between the two major' com~u~ities but 
owing to shortage 'of time'' he could. not complete the 

. ' ·, . ·. . ' . -! .. 
task. Hence, I thought it worth while to make an 

. ' attempt in that direction. ' · 



8.00 p.m. Dinner by Mr. Datoo~where Indians of all communi
ties and shade,r of opinion were present, I took the 
opportunity'\)£ agaiu'appealiug to those p'resent t~ ut~ie 
in the ·'name of 'India which had ·a favourable ~fleet on 

, . , ' ' .or '' 

S-4-47 
'. I; 

ll.QO a.m ... Mr .. ¥aUk, Mr. Jamaluddin, Mr. Bhaiji and Mr. Jivraj . . . 
, .... ¥~~eralty members o( ~ptral. Muslim Association called 

. . ·on me and .put before. me the· Muslim .point . of view iu 
r. .. ·'' ,_.,. '···" .. -. -· - . . 

I • 1, s~nnecction. '\Vith .representation • in: J;.egislative Council 
.. ,.,anfl, the Municipal\t)l: .... : , ;;: · '· 

5.00 p.m.r •Invited to•tea by Dr. Hassan Nathoo, ·acting Presi
dent . :of ·the Central · •Muslim Association which is a 
powerful and respectable .Muslim body, where other 

;Mu'stims also' were piesetit. It was 'decided to discuss 
. this question witti representativ~s of Musl'ims at ~dinner 

' • o .• • • -• ' '• ' • ,. ,: • ' I . 

·by Dr. Hassan on 13th April' on my return from Uganda. 
. ., ''i ·' ' ' 

. ,7:-4-47 0 

10.30 a.m. Left for Kampala by train. · 

8-4-47-1 

5.00 p.m. Arrived at Kampala where representatives of .all .the . 
, c~n;~m~i~i~s. ~;ceiv~d ,~e ot;t.the. station.. · · 

.:· ·'. . ; . . '9-4-47 

· 3.30 p.m:· invfted 'by' Kampala Chamber of Commerce (Euro
. · ·· 'pean ) where 'i · spoke on the 'Indu~trial, Comi;,ercial, 

I Supply' and Exporf position as 'at 'present in India. 

9.~0 p.m. · Attended a ~ene;~l meetlng of the Indian M~r~hants' 
·, 1' ' •• '• •1 1 I ,>il f ,·, • , 

· · Chamber· where ·I spoke for an hour on the Political, 
ec;mniercial,' Export and,' Supply posltio~ o.f India in 
details and appealed to the .m~~bers .. to maintain: unity 

· 'r • · ·• ··.1 ,, "' . ··· , ·· 
among. the various communities which was. happily in 
a ~atisfa~tozy state ~nd 'to do, their' be~t fo; ,the. uplift 

· ot' Africans who we;e golng to be important factor shortly . 
• •' r " ' '· ' ' 



111-4-47 

1-00 p.m. Entertained to lunch where in a house of 100 nearly 
40 were European Officers and 10 .leading African$ inclu
ding Prime Minister of H. H. the Kabaka. of Buganda. 
Utilitzing this unique opportunity I made a forceful 
speech appreciating the harmony which existed in Uganda 
between various communities and appealing' to ·all · to 

0 ~ ' 
foster goodwiU towards India which was going to perform 

. a very important role in International affairs after 'having 
attained independence, owing to its great manufacturing 
and consuming power, putting various figures hi' support 

. of my statement. This had a remarkable effect on the·. 
audience who appreciated my·remarks very much;. 

5-00 p.m. Entertained to a la~gely att~nded tea party by Indian 
Merchants' Chamber, Kampala, where I . ~ddressed, 
congratulating . them for their unity and asking them to 
b~ prepared for any eventuality that ~ight arise in 
connection with the East African Government continuing 
anti-Indian measures, 

1-14-47 

12-30 p.m:- Invited to lunch by H. E. the ·Governor of Uganda 
at Entebbe with the Ron. Mr. Jaffer where I discussed 
political and economic questions with the Governor. With 
regard to the Immigration Bill, I requested pis Excellency. 
to drop the contemplated Bill entirely or in the alternative 
to postpone the Bill for a year or so when India attained 
'independence, to which he did not agree and 
told me that a new bill would be introduced on the 
lines suggested by Raja Sir Maharaj~ingh. · He also 
justified the necessity of Paper No. 210. Discrimination 
against Indians was not so marked in Uganda as in the 
adjoining Colony· of Kenya. However, even here Govern
ment was trying to eliminate Indian middlemen as 
much as possible under the plea of helping the Africans, 
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5-45 p.m. Reached Jinja. where I attended a tea party organised 
. . 

by Indian Merchants there and spoke for 45 minutes on 
.. I - ' 

political and economic problems. 

12-4-47 
9-00 a.m. .Visited Kakira Sugar Works at the invitation of Mr. 

Muljibhai Madhavani, the Proprietor, which produces 
. 150 tons of sugar per day. • 

13-4-47 

4-45 p.m. Arrived in Nairobi and straightaway drove to the tea 
party organised by the Indian National Congress where 

·· I ~et a large cosmopolitan 'gathering. 

8-00 p.m. · Attended dinner by Dr. Hassaq Nathoo, where repre· 
septatives of th~ Central Muslim Association had been 
invited. I had rather a delicate . duty to perform, yet I 
'V.:as successful in ,inspiring confidence with regard to my 
object and after much discussion they agreed to meet 
representatives of the Congress at Mombasa after having 
~ecured the ~ecessa~ mandate from the Conference of 
Central Muslim Association which was to hold its session 
in Mombasa about ten days hence. I was satisfied with . ' . 
the preliminary acceptance of my proposal and informed 
Mr .. Nazarath,. ·.Secretary of the Congress, accordingly 
at 10 p. m, 

14-~47 

5-.00 p.m. Left Nairobi for Mombasa by train as could not secure 
air accommodation for Daressalaam. 

15-4-47 

Arrived in Mombasa by train at 8-30 a.m. 

16-4-47 

Flew to Daressalaam which was reached in the evening 
11ft4:r ~xperi4:ncin~ adv4:rs~ w~ther at Tan~a anl;l Z!ln~ibilf 
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where we 'had t~ make emergency ')Qndibgs:' r was ~eceived 
by Indian leaders of all co.mttiu~ities n~mbedng about 
100 at the Daressalaam aerodrome. ) ! , , . • " ' .• 

17-4-47 
11·00 a.m; .Mr~ . Anjaria, President · Hindu · Matidal met ·me and 

. explained the: position of his mandat•. This · mandai has 
separated from the Indian Association ·since 'last three 
years and I wanted to _ s~cr that it is merged with the 
present body. ·' ·· · 

• ; I I I • • ,. . . . : . - : : . . ~ . . . . -. ' j . ~ • r-

3-00 p.m. Mr. :p. K. Patel. President ~ndian Ass~>ciatio~ and Dr. 
· · Malik both ex-M. ~. Cs called on me , and explained the 

• • • !' • • • . , , •• • .:, : : . - • • 4 1 ; 

position of the Association in connection wit~ the 
O 

0 
• 1 ' • l 0 

I : ' " ; r • • 1 I : .. • ( ' ' , II ' Hmdu ·Manda ;'' · · · ' ' ···· · · ' · . ·. ·"'· . . .. · ·· 

5-oo p,~; · · Entertained" to' tea . by the 'rndlan' ~er~hatits' 'cJ,lamber, 
where four -~x~M·. ~. Cs and ·one. sitting M. t . ·C. spoke 
. seeking my 'advice in connection witli important 'problems. 
The principal compiaint they ' · inade . · wa:s with · 'regard to 
compulsory aS~ociation 'with K~nya . tmdei . the pretext of 

. I . 

·comm~~ eco·n'omic administrative{; s~~vic~s;; · 'yiolating 
. • ; • ' '· ' · I ' • ' ~ -' ' • ~ t ' ~ ' '"r ' r 1 · ) 
· Tan·ganytka's status as a Trust Tern tory to be g9verned 

• ' ,. t •, , : .·.' . • ' "' . . 1 I . , 

accordin~ · ' to' the '· charter of the UNO~. · · r · spok~ · for an 
hour on the · p~ints · r~ised by 'the~> Witii ·regard to the 
alleged' br'each•' of the pi-inCi'pte' ';ot" tru~te~ship I Promised 

, ., . . r· · 
to place the matter before the Govetn.nient · of India. 
The position of the Indi~n~ ~fter India having attained 
independence was ,agitat~ng,, their mind very seriously. 

· · I + • : ' • ' . o • , 1 ' ' ~ " ' .1' ~ ' • ' ' • 

They were und~r. the impressio~ tha~ .. i~, ·. ~hey . 11~reed to 
accept Indian nationality they would lose their political 
rights. While advising them to stick to Indian citizen
ship I assured them that the Government of India would 
protect theii: rights -at · all c~sts. · .i ; ; '· .. r 1 •1 

+OO p.m. Enteitained· to tea. by: the : Exchange i Bank :of India 
· ·. ~nq. -Africa ~td; BeinJt on~ ·Qf :the~r :Dir~ctQrs· I·-.iQo~ th~ 
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opportunity of the presence of many commercial and 
• industrial interests to impress on them the advance that 

India was making in the fields of Commerce, Trade and 
Industry including Insurance, Banking and Shipping, 
and appealed to them to follow her example in East 
Africa. 

~-00 p.m. Mr. Anjaria, President Hindu Manda! and ~o Sikh 
gentlemen called on me in connection with my efforts of 
merging the Hindu Manda! with the Indian Association. 

Raja Sir Maharajsingh made a heroic effort in this 
connection but owing to limited time at his disposal he 
could not succeed. The same situation faced me as Mr. 
Anjaria wanted to take mandate from his Managing 
Committee for wliich there was no, time as I was to leave 
Daressalaam within two days, but I. requested these 
gentlemen to always support the Indian Association 
which represented the Indians for the political and 
economic rights. It appeared that Hindu Manda! is 
carrying a little weight in the official circles. 

8-30 p.m. At a dinner by Mr. Khimjee ex-M. I,. C. where 
prominent European officials and businessmen and all 
leading Indians were present, I spoke on the great 
importance of an Independent India who would be a 
powerful ally of Britain in the East. Quoted facts and 
figures of cotton textile production, iron and steel, wheat, 
tea, jute and other industrial activities· and described 
India's great potentialities on account of her immense 
resources. 

19-4-47 

9-30 a.m, I met the head of the Economic Control Board and 
discussed import and export questions with particular 
reference to Indian Cotton Pieceioods. 



34 

10-00 a.m. The Chief Secretary to the Government of Tanganyika 
• · extended me an invitation to interview him at the Secre-

tariat. Thus I had the opportunity to discuss ·questions 
with a Colonial Official next only to H. E. the Governor. 

: He seemed to be much pleased , with the informative 
speech made by. me the previous night. He inquired of 
me how I arrived at the future figure of India's popu
iation growing into 1000 millions within So ·years when 
Jndia was suffering from malaria, famines, epidemics and 
other diseases. I informed him that an increase of 17% 
·in every census per decade as ·at' present . would bring 
the increase to the figure mentioned by me. He was 
rather pessimistic about India's independence in view of 
communal position. I, however, told him that it was 

. ' 
,only a passing. phase in the life of India. 

ll-00 a.m. The Indian Merchants' Chamber convened a special 
general meeting to acquaint nie with their difficulties. 
Some. of their grievances deserve the immediate attention 
of the Government of India with regard to packing and 
quality of goods. Daressalaam being the principal port 
of the Belgiun Congo, I raised the question of the dis
abilities of the Indian traders there· and wanted the 
Chamber to enlighten me by sending· me·a separate memo
randum which could be forwarded to the Government 
of India. 

20-4--47 

10-00 a.m. The Youth L~ague of Daressalaam who mainly devote 
their energies to cnltural activities and aim· at cosmopo
litan amity invited me to give a discourse on " The 
duties of the youth". I congratulated them on their 
objective and advised them to concentrate on social and 
educational 'endeavours with particula~ reference to the 
A(rican ·.welfare .;ts also · Indian National unity: The· 
membership· of the Youth League is open to both the 
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sexes as t~ir ideal is equality between man and 
·· woman. 

I : ,' 

12-00 a.m. The principal oil interests of DaresS'alaam invited me 
to hear their grievances due to Government interference 
whereby a very little .margin was .left for them. 

21-4-47 

10-00 a.m . . Mr. D. K. Patel and Dr. Malik ·(both ex-M. L,. Cs) 
were received by me. They explained to me the impli-

. I ' ' ' 

cations. of the big groundnuts scheme launched by the 
Tanganyika Government wherein Indians '~ill have no 
i'nterest . as the entire conception of th~ . scheme is 
pro-European. 

3-00 P·~· Sailed for Mombasa by s. s. "Amra'.' • . 

23-4-47 

1-00 p .m. Dinner at Majestic Hotel . where I stressed the neces
sity of establishing an Indo-African Club so as to enable 
the African intelligentsia to mix with us on an equal 

• ! .. footing in the field of sports and other. activities. 

5-00 p.ni. Mass meating under the· auspices of Indian Association 
and · Indian Merchants' Chamber ' at Kader bhoy Hall. 
I made here a comprehensive speech as the audience was 
a very big one. Also appealed to the Government to 
drop the Immigation ?lew;ures as well as the Colonial 
Paper No. 210. and sounded a note of warning to the 
G:>Vernm!nt that nationalis~ and independent India cannot 
tolerate further encroachm.ents on Indian rights. 

24-4-47 

9--00 a.m. Met the Provincial Commissioner and' had bilk with 
·him on the general situation. 

10-0) a.m. Representative of the Mombasa Times ( European 
paper ) called on me and sought enlightenment on Indian 



situation. I gave him details regarding Political and 
" Economic position of India as at present as also in the 

near future with facts and figures. 

25-4-47 

9-00 a.m. Sailed by s. s. "Amra" for Bombay Many leaders 
and merchants bade farewell on board the steamer. 
Made the accompanying statement to the press before A 

leaving the beautiful shores of Mombasa. I was im
pressed with the great reception that I met everywhere 
in appreciation of the little services that I rendered as 
President of Africa and O"·erseas Merchants' Chamber. 

28-4-47 

From my enquiries to the local Indian merchants in 
Seychelles, I could gather that stringent immigration 
rules are enforced in this island and substitute staff is 
seldom allowed after repeated representations. 

·ao-4-47 

Had friendly discussions with Capt .. Ainson, on 
board s. s ... Amra" with regard to lack of facilities for 
deck passengers generally, and impressed upon him the 
necessity for some of the B. I. ships touching Mogadishu 
en route to Mombasa. 

5-5-47 

Reached Bombay. Made the accompanying statement 
to the press. My only regret is that I could not pay a 
visit to Zanzibar although I was eager to visit the ancient 
town in view of pressing telegraphic invitaiions from the 
Indian National Association and the Chamber of Commerce 
(European) as it was impossible to se~ure air accommo
dation and no ship was scheduled to call at Zanzibar. 
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Press Statement No. 1. 

Mr. Nasser• on a visit to· East Africa• 

Will study Immigration issue ou the spot. 

Bombay. 1.3-.3-4~. 

The President of Africa & Overseas Merchants' c;hamber, 
Mr. Dawood Hajee Nasser, left Bombay for East Africa·by·s. s. 
·''Rizwani" on Thursday morning on a business· trip. He ·will 
also study the economic situation of the Indians.- Mr:· Nasser in 
liis interview with a representative of the Associated Press of 
India • said : 

"I am leaving for East Africa after a full decade. However1 
this time, my intention in undertaking a short journey to East. 
Africa where I hwe business interest since last fifty years is to 
respond to repeated invitations from friends and organisations.
alike who consider thnt a crisis is fast approaching jeopardising· 
the fate of Indian settlement both present and prospective. Having ; 
already studied the report of Raja Sir Maharaj Singh recently 
submitted to the Interim Government of India, I can testify to the c 

gravity of the situation created by the impending Immigration 
Bill. East Africa is not only within the economic orbit of India 
being a near outlet for India but was destined. to be a natural 
colony for the surplus population of India in as much as it was 
developed by the sons of India in the past. But imperialism has 
deprieved India of her sole overseas moral "possession" by reserving 
the Kenya Highlands for the exploitation by the Earopean (not only 
British) races to the exclusion of even the African natives. The 
South African policy of Segregation or colour bar is slowly but 
surely taking root in East Africa. All this is sufficient to startle 
a person like myself who has taken upon himself the task of 
serving Indians abroad generally and East African Indians parti
cularly. It is therefore that· I propose to· tour all the four 
territories of East Africa viz, .the Colony of Kenya, the Protecto
rate of Uganda, the Mandated Territory of Tanganyika and the 
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Sultanate of Zanzibar. ·I shall be back in Bombay by the beginning 
of May lllld shall certainly acquaint . the p~ople and Government 
of India with my impressions of the conditions of our compatriots 
in East Africa. 

I still think that the Socialist Government iu England who 
are trying to solve great problems like the problems of Egypt, 
Palestine, Jpdia and Burma, will do justice to the Indian community 
in East Africa. In my opinion, Indians are at least entitled to 
equality with other immigrant races if not to priority in view of 
special historical and geographical connection with East Africa. 

Given equal opportunities, Indians will be an asset to East 
Africa and I believe that both th,e Congress and the League as 
also the Princes will save East Africa for · India, since even the 
Bengal Famine Commission has the other day seriously suggested 
that India must have a place in the Sun to lessen abnormal 
pressure on the land. I therefore appeal to the conscience of the 
British people to see that the contemplated immigration restrictions 
be withdrawn forthwith. It is a hopeful sign that the Bill has 
been withheld for the time being after the . first reading in the 
Legislature." 

Press Statement No. 2 . 
. Anti-Indian Measures in East Africa. 

Dawood Haiee Nasser Urgu Drastic Steps By Interim .Govt. 

From "Bombay Chronicle" 7-5-47, 

Bo111bay Tuesday. 

Mr. Dawood Hajee Nasser, President of the Africa and· 
Overseas Merchants' Chamber who returned to Bombay on Monday 
morning from East Africa, in an interview with a "Chronicle" 
representative said: "East Africa is a vast country nearly one third 
the size of India with fertile soil, agreeable climate, full of immense 
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potentialities. and having agelong connection with India owing tc ' 
geographical proximitf. Indians have played predominant part in 
the development of the county in the past. and even at present 
East Africa owes its industrial and economic progress and pros
perity to Indian initiative and enterprise to a substantial extent. 
It is, therefore, unfortunate that since the last three decades 
systematic anti-Indian measures have been adopted by the British 
Colonial authorities who could never have been there bvt for the 
presence of Indians who had established themselves th~re prior 
to the advent of the first British officer sent there by the Govern
ment ot'India some 80 years ago under the plea of extending 
protection to Indian merchants as British subjects. 

Indians' Hardships 

"However, throughout my to~r in Kenya, 'Uganda and 
Tanganyika where I met the Governor of Uganda, High Govern
ment of!icinls and Indian and African leaders, I found 'the Indian 
community to be in a state of great anxiety ·owing to present 
harsh Immigration regulations to be reinforced by prospective 
<irastic Immigration restrictions coupled with the ann.ouncement 
of Colonial Paper by which common economic administration of 
the three territories is proposed under a Central ·Assembly with 
a 'European majority and thus simultaneously dragging the Trust 
Territory of Tanganyika and Protectorate of Uganda under the 
influence of Kenya white settlers although this economic union 
is bitterly resented and is strongly opposed . by 'Indians, Africans 
and Arabs. It is significant that such measures ·are hurriedly 
announced on the eve of Indian independence simply with a view 

. to 11chieving imperialistic dream before India bec?mes a sovereign 
and Independent power. 

· "The Government of India must take a vig<uous attitude 
and immediately approach the British Government to call a Round 
Table Conference between its representatives and the representatives 
of the British Government before India is obliged to take the 
question of East Africa like that of South Africa to the U. N. 0. 
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It. will be- a- disaster of. first magnitude for. our. countrymen.if.the. 

Interim .Government' of. India ·fail' to. help tit& Indian:~ community 

at this critical juncture owing to ·its pre-occupation at home; 

Anti-Indian Policy 

"Owing to the continued anti-Indian policy of the East 

African GQIJ/ernn/nts as also· owing to the absolute ·and immediate 

necessity of protecting huge Indian interests which at present 

are at stake and with a view to creating smooth atmosphere, it 

is essential that _a High Commissioner . with an all-India status 

and with diplomatic experience should be immediately appointed 

by the Government of India. Otherwise I am afraid the Indo

East African relations. are sure to deteriorate further and the 

Indian interests will suffer immensely without the presence on the 

spot of an able representative of the Government of India at this · 

grave juncture. 

"With regard to commercial . relations between India and 
East Africa I find with great disappointment that the volume of· 
trade. developed with great difficulty and sacrifice during the "'ar 
is definitely deteriorating. The East African Indian commercial 
organisations are unanimous that the Government of India should 
despatch an 'influential Trade. Delegation without the. least delay 
and my Chamber has· been persistently pleading to. send such a 
delegation since last three years to East Africa and the Middle 
East countries. To the latter a Trade Delegation has already 
been sent but so far East Africa has been neglected,. even though 
tbe Governor of Kenya has welcomed this idea in his speech 
"before the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry some· time, ago; East. Africa constitutes a natura:! and 
near market for Indian .. manufactures which must be maintained· 
and developed with· special efforts by the Government of India." 
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Press ·statement No, s·. . . 
From ''Daily Chronicle" Nairobi, Kenya. 

Dated, 16-4-1947-Mombasa, Monday. 

Sheth Dawoodbhai·Hajee·Nasser, President, Africa & Overseas 
Merchants' Chamber. Bombay,. haying· been- approaclfed by the 
piesa representatives . on board S, s. Amra before he left this 
country, said : 

"During my full o_ne month's stay in East Africa I have 
already given my advice to my countrymen in .East Africa through 
at least two scores of speeches delivered_ by me in various towns 
such as Mombasa,. Nairobi, Moshi, Arusha, Kampala and Dares-. 
salaam. I therefore should like to address a piece of counsel to the 
East African Governments at the time of leaving these beautiful 
shores. 

"I look upon East Africa as a sacred trust for the civilised 
nations of the world and as such East Africa should constitute a 
model region where the principles of Internationalism are allowed 
to have a chance to prove their worth. In other words, East 
Africa has got to be administered. not in old Imperialistic 
ways but must be governed according to the best traditions of the 
labour party who profess to be Socialistic. Hence the cult of 
Colour Bar ought to be scrupulously eschewed in all shapes 
and forms. 

"There are two immediate questions to be decided by the 
East African Governments in consultation with the Secretary of 
State for Colonies: The first question is in connection with 
immigration while the second issue is with regard to the Colonial 
Paper No. 210. Both. these problems will require statesmanship. 
Otherwise, I fear, East Africa will . cease to be an International 

.Territory at least in spirit if not in letter. It behoves therefore the 
European Community as well as the East African Governments to 
choose between Imperialism and Internationalism. I have tried to 
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study the Colonial Hlstory: of· this 'Continent. The great Cecil 
Rhodes wi~h,.,hi~ ~is~o,n:. ~ou14J·s.ee.,4Jlr~ng:_"~he 1 p.Jil.f stages of 
Colonisation in this dark Continent that 01iless his dictum of 'A 
vote for every civilised man ·could. be accepted, the natives of 
A,£rica could never be· uplifted, . · ., , : 

· ••'r therefore· urge ·all concerned t<i at least 'make beginning in 
that' diiectioit on· 'howsoever ··moderate 'a:·· scale, •since it 'will·be' 
impossible later' on to· dethrone< racialism' once' it is allowed w · r 
poison public life in this Continent. '. ·:. j 

~ ' , I . . ' • - • '' • - • ! 

·~ ·, · In'-my 'considered <ipinion'the· 'East• Mrican :Governments 
should"iinmedintely ·'seek 'some· measure! of' 'agreement :betWeen·: 
Europeans' and· non'Europeans by Round Table ·Conference on both'" 
the questions of Immigration and Closer Union:".' 



Press Cutting No. 1. 
Interview with R.euter in London· 

From • The Bharat Jyoti, Bombay. 

East Africa R.uled on Racial Bias 

London, July 5. 

"An open door to East Africa is vitally necessai"J" if India 
is to maintain her connections with East Africa", Dawood Haji 
Nassar, one of the Indian delegates to the International Labour 
Conference at Geneva told Reuter on arrival here today. 

Haji Nassar is the President of the African and Overseas 
Mercha~ts' Chamber, the !~dian Silk Merchants' Chamber, the 
Oil Merchants' Chamber ancl alsir ~holds banking, textile, indus
trial and other directorships. 

Haji Nassar visited East Africa in March this year on 
behalf of the Government of India as a member of the India 
Government's Export Advisory Council, the Textile Control 

Boa '1. d and the Piecegoods and Yarns Advisory Committees. 

"The ·powerful British settier. community,''· .Nassar said, 
" have made East Africa a corner-stone of their anti-Indian 
policy to attack the Indian immigrant. 

"We were P.romised by the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
that the immigration restrictions would automatically lapse after 
the war," he said. Th{s solemn pledge has been unceremoniously 
~broken. The East African Government attempted to replace the. 
war measure with a new immigration ordinal1ce before the latter 
was due to lapse. 

"After seeing things for myself, I am- more than convinced 
that there is no earthly reason why any immigration restrictions 

. ' l ,. ' • 

should be imposed.' I believe that with the huge construction 
programmes about to be launclied by East African Government; 
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new contingents of Indian artisans and 'technical and skilled 
Indian personnel 'will be immediately required·.if ·the ambitious 
schemes now in the offing are. at all to maferialise." 

Referring to .the policy. of th~ Labour Qovernment towards 
the question of parity behreelt the thre~ major communities of 
East Africa, Haji Nassar strongly attacked the attitude and 
policy of the British Colonial Secretary, saying, ''It is a new 
attempt on the part of the British . settlers to save Tanganyika 
for the B~itisli E~1pire at the poinf of the British l:ayonet." 

Haji Nassar said tl1at the general trade policy of the· East 
African administration vi·as' based on· nicial bias. · "While every 
patronage," he added, "is extended to .European ventures, the 
Indian ente'r)/fises have to fight th~ir way on their. own merits. 
Son1e '.of the district officers are ope~ly hostile and iri the nii.me 
of African welfare try to administer the Ioiw in. a way which. 
hinders at every step the Indian efforts in the fields of comn1e~ce 
and eoouom.i~s. This attitude is more marked in Kenya ;where 
it i. . -. ·,-~ ,., . 

'i•! fli 1Q.t;u~L lu secure any uew tr~de_ licence.:'-:-Reuter .. ~; 
.; 1 ·,; 

·· · · Press Ct1tting 'No. 2. ·· ' 

Sbetb .. Dawoodbltai's Advice Appreciated , 
· 
1 Froui''the Daily ChroniCle, June ~o. Nalrob'i. 

t. . 
'-

. · .J '"'Indian Status In East Africa. 
The ~ffo'rts ·of Seth D~wood Haji . Nassar in the interest~ 

of. the Indians residing butside India, 'and·' particularly' in 
the interest"of the Indian ·com'u,"unity' i:ti' the East A'frican 
territories, appear to us to' 'be as weli directed' as· 'they are 
sincere and persistent. Within the brief space ·of time that has 
elapsed .bt;tween .that gallant gentleman'.s ,.return to India from 
this. cou~try and now, he has already·. spoken eloquently . and 
writte~~:,v,<j>l,qminously in the_Mothe~.Country on o,ur behalf

1 
.and 

through a djligent!Y: prepared; Ret>ort regardi.og us,. has, striven 
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emphatically to focuss the, attention of the Indian 
on the more glaring of our disabilities here. The . - '· . . -· '· . 
commumty bas in parttcnlar been in his thoughts . 

• "! J • 

' 0 

Government 
commercial 

In his latest ·Press cstatement made in New Delhi, Mr. 
Nasser treats of a subject of exceptional importance. The ques
tion of the sta:inso bf East African Indians, once India 'bas achieved 
complete independence, has exercised the minds of almont all of 
us at one time or 'ni10ther. Sometime ago Pandit Ja&Vaharlal 
Nehru, as. Member ... for Exterttal Affairs, made a passing_ reference . 
t<_1 this vital problem, tnt did not deal with .the subject at suffi
cient len~,:th. Mr. Nasser .. ha; ~o~. pressed for an eariy decision. 
in the matter. . .. ,, 

' The Indian community here is, as has been so aptly pointed 
out· by Mr. Nasset, faced with a dual dilemma. There are two 
obvious choices; but none of them are easy of choosing. Should· 
the East African .Indians elect' to remain· Indian citizens, they 
become aliens in this· country. Should' they, however. decide 
in faYour of East African citizenship; 'they· expose themselves to 
the almost certain .danger of for ever remaining second-class 
citizens. The disabilities under which they tiow suffer, would 
become permanent. 

· Mr. Nass~r suggests au ·excellent way out. The question,· 
he 'proposes,' shoul'd be ·submitted· to the. Indi~~ Constituent 
As~emb'ty· with a vie~ ' t~ making arrangements 'for a special 
treaty with the British Government, by means ot' which· "favou
red nation" status be conferred on all Indians domiciled in 
British territory· throughout 'the · ~<•rid. In si~tpier language 
this nie~us ·that the Indian people out~ide · India should enjoy 
citizenship· o~ the same basis on which B;itishers did till. now . 
in India. It would thus be a kind of reciprocity' ·treaty. This 
seems to be a very practicable solution ·to what had till now 
been considered a very complex problem .. This solution • will, 
of course, meet with, deep resentment from the local whites; but,. 
then, what can you ~xpect ? 
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Press Cutting No; 3 

From the .Mo~basa Times, l\'lombasa 

BOMBAY MAGNATE'S E. A. TOUR 

India and Britain Should get Together 

Criticisms of Anti~lndian Laws and Uncultivated land 

25th Friday April 1947. 
0 

"INOlA is now on the verge of attaining independence, and it is essential 
that Great Britain, in the larger interest of world peace and in the intereot 
of herself. shonld enter into a full and free alliance with India, thus 

securiug a very powerful ally." ·. 

This statement was made by Sheth Dawood Haji Nasser, an 
Indian commercial. magnate,. in an interview with the 'Mombasa 
Times' yesterday, on the eve of his return to Bombay aboard the 
Amra, following a month's tour of.Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda, 
when he visited Mombasa, Moshi, Arusha, Nairobi, Kampala, 
Jiuja, Entebbe, Tunga auq Dar es Salaam. 

Mr. Nasser is a man wi!h wide·spread business interests. He 
is a member of the Indian Government's . Export Advisory 
Council, the Textile Control Board and the Piecegoods and Yarn 
Advisory Committee. In addition he is President of the Indian Silk 
Merchants' Chamber, the Oil.Merchants' Chamber and African and 
Overseas Mer~hants', Chamber, and also holds banking, textile, 
industrial 'and other directorships. 

While in East Africa Mr. Nasser received a cable from the 
Government of India stating that. he had been appointed . to re
present. his country at the International Labour Conference to be 
held at Geneva in June. 

Business and Politics 

Having had business connections with East Africa for the 
past 50 years, Mr. Nasser decided to come and study the economic 
and political problems of J ndians on the spot. Although at pains 
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to make clear that he was a businessman and not a politician, he 
/ 

explained that the two were so closely·interwoven that it was im-
possible to separate them. 

After meeting Government officials and various Indian leaders 
in the three territories, and ·having. studied the situation at first 
hand, Mr. Nasser says he will be in a pJsition to put his impressions 
before the Government of India and the Indian public ou his return 
home. • 

i 

Dealing first with the economic question; he declared:-

. "So 'far as the potentialiti~s and. prospects of these territo
ries are concerned, I . think they have a very bright future, 
but the industrial positio~ is not satisfactory. · In that respect these 
territories are in thei'r infancy. The only industry' worth noting
with the possible exception of oil_;is sugar, and that has develcped 
to a fairly large extent ..• lt is a land of vast potentialities, waiting ' . 
for development." 

Drawing attention to the large areas of unculti~~ted land, 
Mr. Nasser said: · ~'The world today is suffering from a terrible 
food shortage and it is the duty of the Government, as well as the 
landowners, to cultivate the land and do everything in their power 
to c->ntribute their fair share to 'the hungry peoples of the world." 

The Indian Problem 
'On the political aspect Mr. Nasser contended that slowly but 

steadily anti-Indian laws, ma;1y' of which were not apparent but 
which hit Indians very hard, were be,iug introduced with a view to 
eliminating Indian (rade and influence as much as possible .. 

"I am a very staunch. believer in Anglo-Indian friendship." he 
declared:."and in my opinion the Government here should view the 
Indian problem with a long vision, India is now on the verge of 
attaining independence and it is essential that Great Britain, 
in the larger interest of world peace and in the interest of herself, 
should enter into a full and free alliance with India, thus securing 
a very powerful ally. 
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"In this connection !.would like to mention the -progress and. 
potentialities of India.· At her present. birthrate Iudia~·s. 400,000,000 
population will, in the next 50 years, . increase, tQ· a. thousand 
million. India's numerical strength, with the resulting manpower, 
pl~yed an hnportant p~rt in the last war-~ 'valuable asset for any, 

• ,- ' .. -. : . ~ 'l 

country, particularly as .India is one of the greatest producing, 
. . . . ' ' .· )· . 
nuiimfacturing and consuming countries ll! the world:_ 

' "I would like to quote some figures in support of my conten-
tion. In a .yenr India produces the following: 6,000,000 bales of 
cotton-the second largest in the world; 3,500,000 tons of ground
nttts-tbe biggest of its kind in the worl!l; 1,500,000 t~iis of jute
practically a world monopoly; 650,0:'0,000lbs. of tea-the_. world's 
highest, from.which 400,000,000 lbs. is exported; th~ bulk to Great 
Britain and .1 ,500,000 ton's of sugar. · 

laclia'~ lmmease Wealth 

"In addition iron and steel is manufactured on a very large 
. . . . ' . 

scale, Mess1 s .. Tata's concern being· the biggest of its kind in the 
British E•npire, producing between two and three million tons a 
year. Apart f~om that,.a plant has recently been installed for manu
facturing locomotives and rolling stock. It will be in full -produc
tion \vithin a year. . . . . 

"This shows the co~ntr;'s l~m~nse wealth, and it would be 
in the interest of England and !ndia as well to enter into a treaty 
which \\O~ld be ofgreatad.vaut~ge to bc;-th. ' ! · ·· · 

' , , ' . I J : 

ConCluding, M:r;Nasser'appea[ed.to both th~ Government and 
the European settlers to adopt a longsighted policy; especially as 
the coU11tries. of the· world appeared to be dragging themselves 
towards World War IlL- . . 

"It is such: a pity,~' .he said, "th11t out differences cannot be 
~ettled in a fair and reasonable. way, when.tlie~e:are so: many wider 
issttes at stake." · 
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A farewell luncheon party, given by Messrs. A. H. Kaderbhoy, 
A. H. Nurmohamed and M. R. Abdulla Kanji, in honour of 
Mr. Nasser, was held ~t the Majestic Hotel on Wednesday. 

Mr. Nasser spoke of the importance of increasing trade re
lations with India and advised the Indian community to maintain a 
more friendly and close contact with the African community. 

At night, under the auspices of the Indian Associatiin and the 
Indian Merchants' Chamber, Mr. Nasser addressed a public meeting 
iu the Kaderbhoy Hall, describing his African tour. 


