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TtiE CITIZENS OF ilOM'BA Y PROTEST AGAiNST THE 

ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 

OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

A public meeting convened by the Sheriff of Bombay to protest 
against the anti-Indian legislation of the Government of South Africa was held 
at the Sunderbai Hans raj Pragji Hall on Tuesday, 20th April, 1943. There 
was a very large gathering representative of all shades of political thought. 
Those present at the meeting included Sir Vi thai Chandavarkar, Sir Francis 
Low, Sir Sorab Saklatwala, Mr. J. R. D. Tata, Mr: B. J. Wadia, Vice­
Chancellor of the Bombay University, Sir Chunilal B. Mehta, Mr. D. G. 
Dalvi and others. 

Sir Jarnshedji N. Duggan, the Sheriff of Bombay read the notice 
convening the meeting and called upon Seth Haridas Madhavdas to move 
the first resolution proposing Sir Chimanlal H. Setalvad to the Chair. 

Seth Haridas Madhavdas in propo~ing the resolution said :-

"Mr. Sheriff, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

You all know the circumstances, under which we are meeting 
here to-day. The old tale is being repeated of considering India as 
the Cyildrella of the Empire and. using her as a milch-cow. On tbe 
one hand, there · are congratula~ions from the Prime Minister of 
England on the heroism of Indian troops, and on the other, an 
important portion of the British Empire bas been forging . !'ew 
legislation of humiliation for the countrymen of the same Indian 
soldiers. It is to protest against this, ·,that we are meeting 
here t~day; and who can be a more fitting President to guide our 
deliberations than Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, who has made this cause 
of Indi~s abroad his own for the last so many years ; who has been 
a consistent fighter for the rights and privileges of our countrymen, 
and who has studied the whole constitutional position with his usual 
sobriety and independence of thought? 

There have not been a few occasions, unfortunately for- us, when 
we are obliged to hold meetings to protest against actions taken by the 
Colonial Governments, specially South Africa, with ·regard to Indian 
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r~idents in those Colonies. General Smuts; who is not tired of 
. expressing vague platitudes about democracy and · freedom, is 
leading the campaign this time with his usual thoroughness against 
Indians, and, I am afraid, unless the British Government themselves 
intervene or unless the Government of India take a more definite 
and vigorous stand than they have been doing, the nails will . . 
be fixed up in the coffin for Indian~, and they will be slowly driven 
out of that Dominion, which they have done so much to develop. 

I, therefore, propose Sir Chimanlal Setalvad to the Chair, and 
hope that you all will approve of it with acclamation." 

Dr. T. M. Kajiji seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The following message Dated 20th Aprill943 from the Secretary, the 
Bombay Provincial Muslim League addressed to the Imperial Indian 
Citizenship Association was read at the meeting:-. . 

"I thank you for your kind. invitation to Muslim League to attend the 
meeting proposed to be held on the 20th April, 1943 to protest against the 
anti-Indian Legislation in South AfriCa.. I regret to inform you that all the 

I 

Office· bearers of the Bombay Provincial Muslim League have gone to 
Delhi to attend the All· India Muslim League Session; or else they would 
have been pleased to attend the meeting. However, our good wishes are 
with you. I may tell you here that the Muslim League feels as strongly on 
the point as any other Indian Association." 

Sir Chimanlal H. Setalvad in the course of his Presidential address 
said:-

"We, the citiz~ns. of Bombay have assembled here this evening to record 
our emphatic and. indignant protest against the Trade and Land Indian 
Restriction Bill now before the South African Parliament .. One is amazed 
at the alfrontary of the South African Union in wanting to pass such 
legislation based on racial and colour discrimin';,tion at a time:. when . 
Indian troops are fighting heroically and shedding their blood in all 
theatres of war and especially in the North African campaign, the success 
of which directly defends and protects the South African Union. For 
the last few days, we have been hearing eulogistic praise for the perfor· 

.. mance of the Indian troops from the lips of the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill 
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and the Generals in North Africa, But all this means to us em;ty and 
hollow words when at this very time Indians are going to be subjected 
to this obnoxious piece. of legislation, and makes one sceptic of the 
professions of the United Nations th>t the War is being fought for freedom 
and liberty of all people. In South Africa, the European population is 
over 21 lakhs and the non-Europeans number about 81 lakhs out 
of which two lakhs are Indians and 71 lakhs Africans. Non-Europeans 
are not allowed any legislative and municipal franchise except 
in the Cape Province. Indians are segregated in trams, railway ,trains 
and cinemas and not allowed to use lifts. Some years ago, it happened 
that the Agent-General of the Government of India who was accompanied by 
his European Secretary was not allowed to use the lift while his European 
Secretary was allowed to do so. The Indians in South Africa have been 
domiciled there for generations and have contributed to ·an appreciable 
measure to the prosperity of that Dominion and still they and the original 
inhabitants of Africa are treated as outcasts and pariahs. Many years 
ago, Joseph Chamberlain in disallowing the Natal Franchise Law said 
as l<>llows :-

I , 

"We ask you to bear in mind the tradition of the Empire which .makes 
no distinction in favour of or against race or colour and to exclude 
by reason of their colour or by reason of their race all Her Majesty's 
Indian subjects, would be most painful to Her Majesty to have to 

· sanction. Indians were as loyal to the Crown as you are yourselves 
and among them are hundreds and thousands of men who are every 
whit as civilised as ourselves. They are better born in the sense 

·that they have older iradition and oldedamilies ". 

The treatment of Indians by the South African Republic of old days 
was made a causes belles for declaring war against the Boers. 

Lord Lansdowne the then Secretary of Statefor India ~d :.!.. 

. 
"Ainong the many misdeeds of the South African Republic I don't 

know that any fills me with more indignation than the treatment 
of the Indians." 

And now, Indians are worse treated then they were under President 
Kruggar. General Smuts complains .that the Indians there instead of 
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subscribing to the war loans are investing their mcnies in buying immovable 
propertie~ from the Europeans. One may well ask why do not the 
Europeans who get their purcba'e mor.ey from the. llldians do' not invest 
them in Defence Loans? If they did, then it is immaterial whether the 
money in the har.ds of Indiar.s wa• so invested or the same mon~y when 
come to the hands of Europeans is so invested. Ladies and Gentlemen, . 
under the existing conditions under which the Indians have to live in South 
Africa, can any one blame them for not feeling enthusiasm for the allied 
cause? The Government of India have put in their protest but any protest 
without sanction behind it can never be effective. The present controversy 
brings vividly to light the helpless situation of India as long as it has not 
complete freedc.m to manage her own affairs. If India .had been free, she 
would have taken up the challenge and would have tried to forge some 
effective retaliatory measure. which might have _compelled the South 
African Union to come to terms. If India is to be a self·respecting unit of 
the Briti>h Commonwealth, she must insist upon free and equal citizenship 
for all Indians in all units of the Commonwealth where they may have been. 
domiciled. The present action of the South African Government and _the 
inability of :Britain to helP. .India in this matter will, I am sure, weaken the 
bands of the dwindling number of persons who still want India to remain 
in the :British Commonwealth cif Nations." 

The Rt. Hon'ble Dr. M. R. Jayakar in moving the second 
resolution said :-

"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have been asked to move the following resolution:-

"This publi~'meeting of the citiz<ns of Eomray enters its <n.phatic 
and indignant protest against the action of the South African . . 
Union Government in introducing and getting passed by the 
U~lon Parliament a Bill to extend the duration· of the Transvaal 
Land Alienation-Act and to include in its scope Durban· City 
with provision, if the Union· Government thinks fit, to· extend 
it to other places in the Natal Province. This action of the 
South African Union Government is very reprehensible at a . 
time when In~ ian :soldiers are bravely fighting and shedding 
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their blood in aU theatres of war, and speciaUy in Norlh Africa 
for the protection and defence. of the South African Union 
itself. This meetirg insists that Ir.dians domiciled for genera· 
tions in South Africa and other units of the British Com· 
monwealth should have complete and .equal rights of citizen­
ship with the rest of the population in those units." 

Whatever the result cf our present agitation may be in South Africa, 
it is clear that, so far as India is concerned and Bombay in particular, it has 
had the effect of uniting and bringing on the same platform the important 
political and other groups which had so long remained divided and isolated 

· from one another. For nearly three years India had suffered from political. 
frustration due to the ·disunion of the main political parties and it is there· 
fore, in my opinion, a hapi'Y sign that we have aU united together on this 
platform to convey to the South African ·Government our strong resentment 
at their behaviour. It is a fortunate circumstance and' I may say a rare 
one too, that the Government of India is with us on this occasion. 

The resolution in its eariier part mentions a few features of the BiU. 
Briefly, this Bill in effect condemns the helpless and economicaUy feeble 
minority of Indians in South Africa to the. regime of the Ghetto. To 
foUow clearly the implications of this Bill, I must take you back to the 
year 1939 when, despite the protest of the Indians, the Union Government 
passed the Transvaal Land Alienation Act of that year. In effect, it was· 
intended to curtail the trading and property acquiring rights of the Indian 
population. · We were assured then that it would be a temporary measure. 
It was to expire sometime this year and its provisions were applicable only 
to the Transvaal. The present Bill is intended> to extend both the period of 
that Act and also its operation to the town of Durban 'in Natal and power 
has been given. to the Union Government, to extend· the , provisions to 
other parts of Natal. Judging fro~ the Press reports, the cry has already 

• been raised for securing such an extension to other pal'!s ;or Natal and, if 
· this is done; the result will be that the trading and I?roperty acquiring 

capacity of ~ndians will be reduced to a minimum and they wiU be confined 
as helots, to segregated areas from which it will be impossible for them 
afterwards to emerge. In other words, its effects wiU be as deleterious as 
Dr. · Malan's Area Reservation BiU of 1926. The Bill denies rights of 
·trading with . Europeans and acquiring properties in what are known as 
predominently European quarters. This Bill is, therefore, a violation of the· 



solemn omdertaking in what is called the Cape Town Agreement, which 
secured for Indians the right _(I) that Indians would be treated as a part 
of the permanent population of the Union and (2) that facilities, educa­
tional and otherwise, would be extended to them to raise themselves to 
European standards of living. The implications of this Cape Town 
Agreement, which large sections of Indian opinion even then denounced, 
are being flagrantly ignored by the proposed measure. 

The plea, which has been set forth for justifying this iniquitous measure 
viz. the fast acquisition of property by Indians in European localities, has 
been proved to be untrue. by the figures placed before the Broom Com­
n1ittee and published at later periods. Similarly, Field Marshal Smuts' 
arrogant plea that Durban· is predominently a European city is unfounded. 
It is now found that, in that city, European residents immber 1,00,000 and 
Indians 90,000. This is apart from the un,deniable fact that the. city . of 

._:Durban is practically the creation of the toil, labour and energy of Indians; 
many of whom went there long before the bulk of the present European 

' residents came to reside there. The arrogant implication of the Bill, which 
will be resented throughout the length and breadth of India, is that. no 
Indian, whatever his education and culture, is fit to live side by side with a 
European, however low and degraded. Indians are ,fit to fight as soldiers 
by the side of South Africans, but not to live as civil population within a few 
yards of them. The method adopted for getting this Bill through the 
Union Parliament was contemptible. It was a process of bribery, not 
devoid of the .subterfuge " divide and rule", which Whites often employ. 
in governing darker populations. Indians have been sought I<? be divided 
into rich and poor. The richer ones have been blamed for neglecting thein 
duty towards the pooreP ones and these .latter have been· tempted with. 
promises of increased old age pensions announced in the same breath· 
as uie recommendation to adopt this, Bill; Similarly, another sop has. 
been thrown· out 'fliz., the Mayor of Durban City has announcedl · 
an Eight years• scheme involving an outlay of two millions pounds for 

• housing facilities for the Indian population. These are all hoaxes, which. 
India is proud to see have not lured the Indian population nor divided it 
against itself. These promises will prove deceptive as older promis,; have 
done, What happened, we ask, to the Thoronton scheme of 1928, provid: 
ing £ 50,000/- for similar purposes as a bequest of the Union. Government? 
lt is welll!.nown now that only 22 houses were built out of this fund costing 



7 

only £ 7,500/- and that too after a period of ten years. For fift;en years 
the City Council of Durban bas been striving its best to prevent Indians 
from. availing themselves of this so caiJed bequest of the Union Goverr.ment. 
Every obstacle has been thrown in their way and no attention was paid 
during_ this long period to improving the housing conditions of the Indian 
population. This gift of two millions will go the same way as the 
Thoronton Scheme went. 

It is incredible that 1bis arrogant Bill should_have sten the light of 
the ·day at a time when Ir.dian soldiers and the Royal Indian Navy have 
been busy, on land and in water, protecting the liberties of the South 
African Union and Indian soldiers are spilling their blood fighting side 
by side with British and American troops in the defence of South Af~ica. 
Why were Indian soldiers drained away from. India, their natural fighting 
area? . Is it also a part' of the Whiteman's burden that he alone must 
fight and protect the dark men. and is it on this principle that we see so 
many foreign White soldiers walking about in the streets of Bombay,. from 
where all coloured fighting forces have been drained practically to make 
room for the White soldier ? This Government is devqid of all imagination 
and sentiment and it perhaps does not realise how Indians feel, in their 
hopeless impotence, that even the prbtection of their city, their hearths 
and homes has to be maintained by White soldiers and not by their own 
count•ymen. How wi>uld Londoners feel if every British soldier was 
drained a,way for the protection of other lands and the Gurkhas were planted 
throughout London to protect British men imd women? Was it for this 
purpose that the . fighting material of India was taken away-the Do~ras, 
the Jats, the Rajputs, the Sikhs, the Punjabis and the Mahrattas-and 
is this the recompense India is ,to obtain for allowing her sons to be 
slaughtered in foreign lands, in the supposed cause of freedom, which 
victory in the present war is to usher for aiJ Nations, smaiJ and great ? 

It is a terrible irony that, while the Bill is going ihrough the Union 
Parliament, the Prime Minister of England, perhaps with his tongue in his 
cheek, sends a message to the Viceroy, reported in the Indian Press of the 
17th instant. He has "watched with admiration the splendid achievements 
of the Indian troops and. is fiiJed with pride for India's fighting men and 
their high renown for valour." He expresses to the Princes and people of 
India the admiration and gratitude of the British people. Are these senti· 
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ments genuine? This is not the first time when Mr. Churchill would have 
~ . 

said something which he never intended to be taken seriously. If these 
sentiments are genuine, what is he going to do to protect the honour and 
liberties of ,the people for. whose achievements he feels so grateful? 

The effect of the Bill on the Indian mind will be disAstrous. It will, 
in the first place, show the entire futility of endeavouring to create the tie 
of a common Empire between the White, the Brown and the Black subjects 
of His Majesty. Many have doubted the possibility of such ·a tie between 
distant portions of the human race differentiated by all that makes up life, 
for instance, the tie of blood, the force of culture and the teachings of 
religion. There may be a few people who fondly believe that such a crea• 
lion is possible, but many in India have doubted this possibility. To many 
it seems as futile as an attempt to create a Republic with lambs and lions 
as its component parts. As national consciousness and self-esteem have 
grown in India, . this doubt has increased in proportion. Bills, like the 
one which we are criticising to-day, will completely destroy. the last 
vestiges of the hope of creating an empire between such discordant. sections 
of humanity. It seems to be a vain dream and Field Marshal Smuts' mea­
sure will dissolve the Empire mucq,_sooner than any hostile agitation in India. 
It is bound to raise the cry, in more violent terms than ever, of Asia for 
Asiatics and of an Asiatic Federation off which Europeans must keep their 
hands. The faith in a British Empire is fast diminishing in modern 
Jndia. It will completely vanish if this Bill is allowed to pass with no en­
deavour on the part of British 'statesmen to stop its . enactment. Secondly, 
lndi~ns will lose complete.ly their faith in the professions of the British as 
regards the purposes and the ideals of the war viz., that it is intended to 
secure victory which will ensure the freedem of all people including India. 
Mr. Churchill's interpretation of the Atlantic Charter has already cause 
a dee~ gash in Indian sentiment. This Bill will cause a deeper wound in 
the Indian mind. Our faith in the professions of the British would be 
d~troyed and also in the possibility of social anrl political reconstruction 
after the war, so as I<> secure India an honourable place in the British 
Empire. This is bound to impede the war effort in India, small as it is 
even now. It is undoubted that India has not been made to (eel that it is 
her war. The moral approbation of the Indian people for the. war was 
never secured. Some men like me made every effort to persuade the 
authorities early to take steps to create the confidence that our freedom' 
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was involved in the ~ictory of this war and that this was our war fdtlght side 
by side"with th~ British in securing a victory, the full fruits of which we 
would share equally with ihem. But the authorities were obdurate and 
refused to take such steps. What guarantee is there that, when we emerge 
succ~ssfully ihiougb this war, Indians will he able to obtain a position in 
which they will be free to pursue all lawful avocations ~s free men through· 
·aut the British Empire and outside, to obtain the right to enter and acquire 
dtizcmship on equal terms with the White people and to enjoy the fruits of 
~ictory untiammelled by "any race discrimination or disabilities i I can say 
without exaggeration· that, if the present Bill is passed, its effect on 
Indian mind will he disastrous in destrciying completely our confidence both 
in 'the British professions about the purpose of the w~r and about the nature 
of the reconstruction which will follow victory.' ' 
' .. ' . . ':.: ' . . ' '1' ' ;, 

·Lastly comes the question, what is the remedy? The only true remedy 
i~ National lndepen<;Ience and barring that, during the period of the war, 
a National Government at the Centre. The Government of India, unrepre• 
sentative as it is of the popular elements in the country,_ have hard!~ any 
power to obtaih a solution worthy of the honour of the Indian People, We 
are grateful that they are endeavouring in a mild way to obtain some sort 
or justice, but for years they have gone on relying upon promises after 
promises to secure an amicable understanding All such promises have .. 
failed. Assurances given to obtain such u.nderstanding have been broken 
and tpe time has npw come when the Government of India must. muster. 
courage._.tfl take a final -step. to assert as effectively as possible India's claim to 
obtain fo~ herself tbe position of complete equality with the other parts or 
the Empire and to be treated as free citizens with all rights relating thereto. 
Imagine the way the Government of India have been treated by the Union 
Government._ 'fheir request, modest as it was, to hav~. an opportunity of 
studying the provisions of the Bill and making suggestions thereon bas been 
denied. So also the proposal to ha\'e a Round Table Conference ~~tween 

the Government of India and the Union Government in order to explore all 
p05sible means of arriving at an amicable solution has been turned down. 
I am not surprised at this, for the Union Ministers are clever enough to 
realise the we!'-kness of the present Government of India, that it is not a 
National Government planted there by the verdict of the !>eOple, but it exists 
because of the good-will of the British authorities. It bas no foundation ih 
the esteem and confidence of the people. I have no doubt that, if the 
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Governmrnt of India prove more troublesome to the Unio'l .. GQ'Verntnent 
arid show more strength in their dealing, the Union Government. will tur.n. 
round with the g'itie " doctor heal thyself" and the Vicer~y and the ~th~~ 
authorities' will be powerless in the fac~ of such a cruel reto~t. H'owe~er1 
we must ~upport, with all their weakness, the pre>ent Gm·ernment 9{ India 
{': ' 

in its ·effort to obtain wme sort of redress. May I ask tliem to e,xercise,$uch 
powe~ as they Possess and, if these are insufficient, to take new powfrs t<? 
theli1selves in o~der to effectively compel the Union Goverr~ent ·to irop 
this Bill and to prevent the repetition of such ·wrongs, if necessary ,' by· -~uch 

' ' ' . . d. ' . 

retaliatory measures as could te advised by txpert opinion. It should be 
, < 1 , , • , • , '• r, • ' , 0 ' ' • : f, 1 1: ;, 
thei~ aim to secure effectivelyjust rights t~ Indians throughout the Empir~ 
and to. claim equal rights of citizenship and all other rights in~idental t'o t,ha,t 
po~ition.' • If this cannot be done by any mean~, iiien India wiii ass~r~ h·e~ 
inalienable and inviolable right. t~ separate from th.e B~tish Empire and if 
lpdia does that in the near or distant future, the blame will not lie on her. 

· · With these words, Ladies and Gentlemen, I corrmerd 'the rewluiion·. to 
your acceptance!, 

:. Sir. Horni Mody secondecj the resolution and ~aid,..,., 

· "Yet another chapter has been added to the long and sordid story of 
disabilities and humiliations heaped upon· our countrymen in South 'Africa: 
A hundred years ago' when Natal was annexed; the Governor of Cape Colony 
said ·there ·would ;be, in the eye of the law, no distinction of col~ur, origin; 
lariguageor creed, and' that 'the protection of lbe law'in. leiter ·t>.nd in 
substance would . be extended impartially to all alike. It'wo~ld lie 'a good 
idea if we were to celebrate the 'centenary· of this . first broken. promise. 
Incidentally, I wish somebody would compile an Encyclopredia of broked 
promises since our modem. civilization began. It· would run intO"' a- fe,;, 
voluines, and the leaders of South Africa are' sure to find ·an''honoured pi~c~ 
in the compilation. It is no use, however, talking of broken promises .and of 
justice and fairplay. ' The human conscience· is not easi!y awaJ(ened, "and 
nations; like 'individuals, have a habit of yielding only to force; All 'histort 
has taught us that subject nations can assert their rights \'ot by the justice 
of their cause but' by the strength of their right arin. 

' . 
. • The Government responsible for this latest piece. of indignity has, 115 

ifS bead, a statesman of international reputation, one who. ~ay bl' ~xp~t~d; 
by his achievements and position, to be. o~e })f the makers o~ the new worl~ 
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which, we· are told, is going to rise on the ruins of the old. It is a0matter of 
deep disappointment that a man of such eminence should have surrendered 
to political expediency. It is true that in his speech in the Union Parliament 
he has struck a note of sympathy and conciliation, and given assurances for 
the. future which we gratefully acknowledge, but let us have no illusions on 
the subject. It is not Field Marshal Smuts who constitutes the authentic 
voice of South Africa. It is Col. Stallard and Dr. Malan and others of that 
kidney who arrogantly proclaim that South Africa is for the Whites, and that 
the. Indian has only a subordina.te place in the Union. It is these people who 
speak the real mind of their countrymen.. · • · 

· . What is .the justification for the present Bill? Field Marshal Smuts 
has. sought to, fasten the responsibility. on a · section · of Indians, .and 
we are , hound . to deplore that their selfishness and shortsightedness 
should have. contributed to bringing about the present situation.. It is not 
honest, however; to take shelter behind the action of this sectio~ when the 
White population, which sold the lands, and the Durban City Council which 
did nothing all these years to pro~ide suitable accommodation, are even more 
to .blame, If the Whites of South Africa feel so strongly about the matter and 
wish to keep· the country as a preserve, why do they not rise above personal 
selfishness.and greed·? Why do they not start ,a sort• of passive ~esistance 

against the Indians and become their own traders, grocers, cooks, dhohies 
and the like? No, the fact of the matte; is that the South African needs the 
Indian . to minister to his comforts and to promote his well· being, but he will 
not concede to him th.e.common decencies of life. 

Field Ma~hal Smuts has said that Durban is a European' City. What 
exactly, may! ask, is a European City ? Is it a city with a nobler concept of life, 
~f a fi~er st~te of morals, or a 'higher standard of public and private amuse· 
ments thari 'the' Asiatic is capabie of that he is talking about? Or is it just a 
city . tpat denies 'to every other element of population the most ordinary 
human rights? f!istorically, the dictum is altogether false. 'limes without 
nu~ber, it has b~en admitted by Britisher and South African· alike th~t 
Durban bas been built entirely upon the Indian population . 

• We no longer can challenge the right of any country to regulate its own 
' population, and .the logic. of events has compelled Mahatma Gandhi and the 

late Mr. Gokhale and others to accept the principle of restrictive immigration. 
That was on tbe distinct under;;tanding, however, that· the Indians who are 
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rightfully ln South Africa would be accorded a fair and equal treatment. These 
assurances have never been carried out. Not only has common citizenship 
been denied to our fellow countrymen, but they have all along been subjected 
to humiliations which make our blood boil. Situated as we are to-day, we 
recognise .our impotance-it must be remembered that the whole of India 
thinks as one man on this question, and the Government of India have been 
consistently on our side. But I have always held the view-a.· view I 
advanced at a public meeting as far back as 1926-that retaliation, however 
ineffectual, was the only recourse left to India for the ·vindication of her 
honour and self-respect. If you do not like the word, you may call it 
Reciprocity; and in fact, a Reciprocity Bill has recently been accepted 
in the Central Legislature. A free India will of course know how to deal with 
the situation as the South African will find out some day, but to-day we can· 
only fight with the weapons of the weak, and it is_ time we went beyond the 
stage of prayers and protests which have availed u.s little all these 
years. 

We ali know there . is a .large and powerful section in this country 
which will be satisfied with nothing but its independence. At the same 
time, a section of politically-minded India whose influence is not to be 
despised, holds the view that if India were as free to regulate her external 
relations and her internal affairs as Canada, South Africa and Australia, 
her position, power and prestige w~uld be amply safeguarded. When we 
cast our eyes to--day at all that is happening around us, we, who are of 
that pursuation, feel more than ever fortified in- our faith. A question I 
would like to ask, however, is : What son of a Commonwealth is it going 
to be? Is it going to be an alliance which assures to every component 
unit the fullest equality of status and power, or is it going to _be some sort 
of White and Brown Commonwealth whirh would seek to perpet~ate the 
discriminations and disabilities which now exist? And if there is going 
to be an International Federation, what place will India have in it? Is 
the Atlantic Charter to be a sort of an Atlantic liner in which there are State 
cabins, cabins de luxe and ordinary cabins, and if so, what sort 9f accom­
modation are we . likely to have. I hope ·we are not going to be deck 
passengers. This only I shall say- there is no Indian who would enter 
into any sort of Federation, be it a British Commonweaith or any other, 
which does not assure to his country the fullest freedom at home and the 
fullest respect abroad. 
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. · · The qlies tion of the treAtment of our countrymen in other lands has • become a national problem in · the fullest sense of the '."ord. , fler,e. is a 
realm in which there are no territorial divisions, no Pakistan or Hindustan, 
nor is it a ·case of the . Government on one side· i and the people on the 
other. We all stand together. The people of this country are fully 
behind their,. brethren in other countries, . and the Government of India is 
fully behind the. people. A common threat and · a ·common injury unite 
us aiiJ · ·May we not hope for a larger uriity to emerge? Let us devoutly 
hope that India does not have to enter the Conferer.ce Room of the United 
Nations, divided in her counsels, torn into many factions and thus unable 
to secure for hers~lf a place' in the post-war- world, worthy of her historic 
past and worthy of the great part she is playing to-day in the liberation of 
ma:nkind.u 

' ' .. ' 

In supporting the resolution, Mr: Jarnnadas Mehta said that !he 
result of the South African legislatio~,: would be that the Indians in N;tal 
would, be segregated in the hazar areas. Voices of protest .had been raised 
by Indians; but it had been proved that the forty crores. of lpdians and 
their·Government were utterly powerless in protecting the rights and interests 
of South Afri~an Indians. Indians would be free only_ when. there was equal 
treatment among all Indians. ' · 

Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Laljee• supported the resolution and agreed 
with the suggestion of Sir H. P. Mody that the provisions of the Reciprocity 
Bill should be made applicable to South Africa. He also desired that the 
leaders of Indian opinion should call upon the British Government to do 
"their duty as trustees of this country. 

' Further supporting the re~olution Sir Rustom Masani observed that 
if their enemies bad been, looking for " fifth columnists " to create discord irt 
th.e camp of-the United Nations, their eyes could not have fallen on. more 
obliging agents than those South African Solons who were bent upon bring· 
ing on the statute book a piece of legislation undermining the basis of con· 
cord and co-operation. Were they in search of a weapon' to strike at the 
steadfastness and faith with which the United Nations were fighting, they 
could.not have found one more. deadly than that baneful measure going 
counter to the doctrine of bum~n liberty and ·dignity on which their faith 
and steadfastness were based. While they in In?ia would do everything 
possible to denounce the action of the misguided champions of racialism, 
they would surely do nothing to help the enemy. 
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in the course of his speech in support of the resolution, Mr. B. G. ' . 
Homiman said:-.. 

" I desire to associate myself as an Englishman with the· sentiments ·of. 
anger, resentment and indignation which· have been.expressed.at this· meeting 
in reg~rd to the treatment of Ipdians in South Africa. 1 say that as an 
Englishman although, standing here, I feel as much anger and desire ;for. 
retaliation as any Indian can. Because I am not an ordinary Englishman. 

I am also an Indian' 

For a long time we have heard .of Indianisation. Jn mo~t cases. the 
attempt has been futil~. But I ra~ honestly sO:y that as far a~ I am 
~oncerned, the process of Indianisation during the last 'rorty years bas ~een 
as complete as possible. That is «hy I also speak here as an Indian and I 

' ' . ' .. ;· . ·,-1 ' . . . 
feel as much anger as any lnd1an can feel. 

A friend· told me· just now he had been attending· meeting· to iprotest 
against the,treatment'of Indians in South Africa since the year l909 and he 
had ne\'er known anything to come out of it. Well, for many years ·I also 

. have been attending such meetings. The first I attwded was as· far'back as .. 
1913 and very little came out of that although I made my first public speech 
in BoJI!bay o~ that occasioti'. Recently we \lave. beei!··QearinJY·ll· good deal 
about "Asiatic cunning ". J3ut in this matters European cunning bas always· 
got the better of the Asiatic. In 1913-: or 1914 Mahatma Gandhi,' quite 
sincerely came to .a compromise. with :General Smuts, ,which like all .such 
compromises, left the Indians in the lurch, because European, .or !It least Boet 
cunning was too much for an A,siatic Mahatma (laughter). 

. - • r • • 

Therefore 1 say now let there be no compromise. Let us be firm in 
whatever steps we are going to take and refuse to compromise. I wish our 
Moderate friends would give· up talking of Reciprocity instead ·of retaliation. 
Why should we be mealy·mouthed. We must retaliate; Every'South African 
who is enjoying service in India, who is doing business in India or otherwise 
receiving the hospitality of India ought to he driven out of· the country, lock, 
stock and barrel, and not allowed entry till the SoUib African Governme~t 
comes to its senses ( Laud applause). 

It is absurd to talk' ofsn Empire, much less of a Commonwealth when 

one u~it can deny citizenship rights 'to. )he ,meo:\ber of any. other. "part . of 



1~ 

the Empire. If this kind of thing . is allowed to go on the whole 11!mshakle· 
edifice o{Empi~tl·Will come down with a crash, 

The. other day Mr. Churchill said that he had ~ot become the first 
~inisier of the. Crown to preside ~ver the liquidation of the Empire ... There 
is no need for him tii worry at-~~t that. Whether J;!e likes it or not, General 
Smuts' is doin'g. th~ job very well fgr hi~ (ch~e~s) .. "I;h.ere can be no roo111 in a 
C~mm'onwealth, for 'a 'country whi~h behaves as' ·s~uth Africa has .been 
behaving. Tl)er~ is no rooni' for I~dia in an Empire which does . not 

. ' , ,. , I , . 

safeguard her rights and self·;espect. ~here i~ no roo~ for ,the British Empire 
in India unless ·there is a guarantee to I,ndians, of freedom and equality 

I ' , .. ' . ' I. - ! 

wherever they go {loud· cheers).· I, therefore, insist that India as a. whole 
~liouid join in 'b~yc~tting these arrogant people m .. South Africa and' 

~ ' - ; : . ' I ·; ' ' I ' ' 

treatmg them as they have treated Indians." 
,, I 1: , I - ,,·, ' -·• ' ' .' 

. Sir' B. Rama ·Rau; a former High Commissioner for India in the 
Union of South' Africa 'stated:-'-' 

• 
. "I am departing from the normal convention· t,hat governs public 

servants in this country and am appearing on this·,. platform to associate 
myself with .the expression of the very strong f~eling of resentment that is 
being felt throughout the country about the anti· Indian Iegislaticn that is 
now going through the Union Parliament. • I· am• doing .. so, because this 
measure. raises issues of vital importance to the future of the Commollwealth 
and of the world. .On the, question of the Indian problem in · South Africa, 
there has been no difference of opinion between the Government of India 
amj. the various sections of public· opinion in the country. 

· Let me describe to you. briefly the circumstapces· that have brought 
' I! ' , ' ' ; ,· , . 

about the present. deplorable SitUation. At the end of .1938 and at the 
beginning of 1939 there were ~elebrations throughout South .Africa of the 

! centenary of what has been called the hattie of ',the Blcod River', which 
established Eur<"pean ascendency in South Africa. As a result of this 
emotional upheaval, a wave of anti-Asiatic feeling swept the country and 
there was a :widespread demand for the segregation of Indians and the colour• 
ed people. It was in response to this agitation that the Union Government 
passed what has been referred to as the Interim Act of 1939, which placed 
sev~re. r~trictions on the occupation of land in the Transvaal for residential 
and trade purpos~ by !jldians, who had already been subjected to grave 
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disabiliti& in this province. This Act was to be enforced for a ''pedod ot 
two years, during which the Union Government was· to formulate a com­
prehensive measure of segregation of Indians in the T1ar:svaal and. Natal. 

' . . . . ' 
Fortunately, the scheme did not materialise;' sirice the He'rtzog Government 

, • • • J -~ • I• . ' ' ' 

went out of office in September I 939 on the question of neutrality in the 
:P'resent War .. The new'Gov~rnment headed by General Smuts included 
Mr. Hofmeyr and other statesmen with a liber'al outlook and the;e was i~; 
mediately a modification of the "j>olky decided upon by the Iie';;z~g 

, , ,, , I ' ' 

Government. A few weeks after they had taken office, Mr. Lawrence, the 
new Minister ~f the Interior, announced that it was not their intentlo~ · to 
proceed with the measure of segregation which had be~n under .preparati~n 
and that' before co~sidering any measure of 'segregati~n- they wouid appoi~t 
an impartial Judicial Commission to enquir~ into the allegations that had b~~n 
made in regard to penetration by Indians into predominantly Europe~~ 
areas. They. also stated that the policy of the Gov'lrnmen(c·W0!114 _·be to 
explore ali possibilities of a solution on a non-statutory basis •. _ ·.1 

A C:ommission, .presided over by Mr. Justice Broome,. was: appointed 
in 1940 to enquire into the question of Indian penetration. The report of 
the Commission, which was presented in October 1940, was almost entirely 
in favour- of the Indian community.. They found that there was' very little 
penetration by Indians into European areas and that the penetration was 
certainly not on a scale to justify any legislation. · They also reported that 
there·had been gross negligence by local authorities· -in regard "t'o the provi· 
sion of civic amenities in many Indian localities. The· cases of penetration' 
found were largely due to the fact that adequate provisicm had hot been 
made for the housing of the better class Indians. Their investigations also 
led them to the conclusion that Indians generally preferred to live among 
their owri countrymen and that they were not influenced by "social arnbi-. 
tion in attempting to acquire property in European areas. . · 

One would have expected that after these authoritative' findings of a 
Judicial Commission, the cry of penetration would not be raised again ·and 
we had every reason to hope that there would be no anti-Indian legislation 
for many years or at any rate tilJ the end of the War. In less than eighteen 
months after the presentation of this report, a BilJ has beeri introduced in 
Union Parliament for extending the Interim· Act of 1 '.139 till May 1 ~46 and 
to impose 5imil&F .restrictions in regard to purchase of property~ by Indians 
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in Durban and other parts of Natal. This bas been done after a second 
hurried enquiry. by Justice Broome, who was not allowed even to investi· 
gate the causes of the subsequent cases of penetration reported. The 
measure has been introduced in the Union Parliament in spite of the pro-

. ' tests of the Government of India, who have apparently not been given an 
opportunity of offering their observations on the measure. 

· In defending this measure Mr. Lawrence, whom I always regarded as 
a friend of India, has gone to the length of taunting the Leader of the 
Opposition; Dr Malan, on his mo,re liberal attitude towards the Govemment 
of India on a similar occasion in 1926, when a measure of segregation was 
contemplated. Dr. Malan then yielded to the represenlations of the Govern­
ment .'?f India and agreed to a Round Table Conference. He dropped the 
measure of ~egregation and negotiated the Cape Town AgreEment. To-day 
Mr. Lawrence speaking on behalf of a Government which believes .in the 
British Commonwealth, seems to take pride in the fact that be at any rate will 
not be inlluenced by representations from another member of \he Common· 

. wealth. In ot!)er words, \\;bile South Africa is prepared to receive all the 
benefits of association with the other members of the Commonwealth, it will 
not make the necessary bu man adjustments to make it a real partnership. 
This is indeed a serious position from.!he point of view of the future of the 
Commonwealth. , 

A~ far as I can see, there is not a shadow of justification for the exten­
sori of the Transvaal Act, In regard· to Natal, as Mr. Jayakar· has pointed 
out, no Indian whatever his social standing, his education, his culture or his 
standard of living can under this Bill purchase property i,n a European area 
in Durban without the formal permission of some authority. India cannot 
reconcile herself to such a statutory measure of segregation. This issue bas 
been raised by the Union Goverr.ment at a critical stage in the War when it 
is of the greatest importance that the solidarity of the. Commonwealth should 

! be maintained. Indian soldiers have fought magnificiently in East Africa and 
• have played a glorious part in the conquest of Abyssinia anc;J :Eritrea, which 

has removed the danger of an Italian invasion of South Africa from the 
North. Indians are still fighting splendidly in Tunisia, and the Royal Indian 
Navy, in co-operation with the British Navy, is to-day protecting the shores 
of .A-frica from the danger of a Japanese attack. 

· You will easily realise the gravity of the issues that this measure raises. 
When I was in south Africa 1 reminded the European community on severai 
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occasion~ that the Indian problem was not a domestic or a parochial pro· 
blem. It is .an Imperial problem vitally affecting the future of the Common· 
wealth. When India rises to the full status of Dominion, the treatment 
accorded by other members of the Commonwealth to Indian residents will 
undoubtedly be the determining factor that will influence india's ,decision 
on the question whether she should remain in the Commonwealth or declare 
independence. ·As Mr. Hofmeyr warned his countrymen in. a famous 
speech in the Union Parliament, they were dealing not with a small Indian 
community of a quarter of a million people but with the outpost of a great 
and proud country with an ancient civilization. The humiliation inflicted 
by this measure will be remembered for many generations in India. 

The measure al•o raises issues which are of vital importance from the 
point of view of the future of the world. This war has clearly demonstrated 
that no country great or small can hereafter remain in isolation. India, 
South Africa and all the other nations will be forced to join some sort of a 
world system,· if peace is to be maintai~ed on a stable basis after the war. 
The great countries of Asia which have now become politically conscious 
will not tolerate the position of inferiority assigned to their' countrymen in 
South Africa and unless South Africa alters he( outlook in regard to Asiatics 
who are Union nationals the Asiatic problem ·may become a menace to world 
peace. 

I do not wish to make a long speech for the earlier speakers have ex­
plained the implications of this measure, but I should like to express my· 
deep sympathy with the Indian 'commu.nity, among whom I spent three long 
years-long, because they were very axious years. I have shared their df!icul­
ties and their troubles and my thoughts are with them constantly to·day, ·for 
I know what 1t is to live in the racial atmosphere of South Africa." 

The resolution was then unanimously carried. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas moved the following resolution :-

"That this public meeting of the citizens of Bombay expresses its appre· 
ciation of the representation made by the Government of India pointing 
out that the measure--was both unjust and inopportune and that they should 
be given time for its consideration and criticism. It is surprising tha:t the 
Union Government bas not extended that bare courtesy to the Government 
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of India. It is the plain duty of the British Government to talt'e up the 
question and give its wholehearted •upport to the Governmen't of India in 
its efforts to see justice is done to India and her people. In the meantime, 
the meeting assures Indians in South Africa that although they are techni· 
cally Union nationals, India will consider it her duty to >land by them so 
long as they have no franchise and representation in the Union' Parliament 
and have no adequate means of getting their legitimate grie~ances redressed, 
and earnestly reque•ts them to remain united and steadfast in asserting the 
rights of citizenship." · 

In the cqurse of his speech, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas said :-

. "In moving Resolution No. 3 for your acceptance, I do not think I need 
say more than one word regarding the last part of the resolution, which 
conveys an assurance to Indians in South ·Africa that rndia will consider it 
her duty to stand by them in getting redress for their grievances. I am· 
sure the Meeting will agree with me when I say that we expect the Indians 
in South Africa to remain united in this matter and not to give way to any 
short-sighted temptations which may be suggested to them with a view to 
divide them. 

Regarding the first part of the Resolution, it is only right that this 
Me~ting should express its appreciaiion of the stand .taken up by the 
Government of India so far,. but the Government 'of India will recognize 
that India expects them to follow up their attitude in an effective manner. 
The tradition attached. to the Viceroys of India regarding their attitude 
towards the question of Indians overseas has been that the· Viceroy has 
always been very sympathetic in this matter and one remembers with grati­
tude how Lord Hardinge made that historical speech, I think, from 
Madras in about 1912 which effectivelY, changed the attitude of even the 
British C_abinet regarding the treatment of Indians abroad. India expects 
Lord Linlithgow to follow that tradition and to demonstrate that he can be 
firm not only against Indians seeking their fair rights or' •elf-government but 
he can be firmer still against other parts of the Empire seeking to encroach 
upon the rights of Briti~h citizenship for Indians abroad. And, in this con· 
nection you have it on the authority of Field-Marshal Sl)luts that the 
grievances against which we have met to protest to-day are grievances 
whlch affect 80 per cent of Indians in South Africa who are South 
African born, and therefore, entitled to the (ull rights of citizenship in 
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South Africa. If I had time, I WO\lld like to quote to you the words 
of Dr. Hofm<yr, who in opposing the ;Bill jn the South African Parlia­
ment, definitely said that the Parlia~ent there· was adopting "a course 
of action which one's reason could not commend and one's st:nse of. 
justice co~ld. not approve." These are the \~ords of Dr. Hofmeyr, a dis­
tinguished ~inister of South Africa. He further said that he regarded 
the Bill as :'an ,) unjustified prolongation of an unjustifiable piece of dis­
criminatory legislation and as a surrender to racial and colour prejudice". 
If a Minister of South Africa decline to associate himself with such a, 
surrender, what else can he expected froin the Viceroy of India at this 
juncture except • that he would not only not surrender to this Bill but 
would protest against it most effectively. And, previous speakers have 
told you at some length as to what powers the Indian Legislature has 
just passed for the Government to vindicate the self-respect of India in 
this connection. 

It has been said that the Bills against which we protest are . inop­
portune. They, indeed, are so from the point of view of Great Britain. 
For India, I cannot help saying that if South Africa and the Whites in the 
Empire are determined upon racial discrimination of this order, nothing 
could expose their sinister motive more than these Bills at this juncture. I 
am afraid Nemesis has <;>Vertaken racial arrogance in a very effective manner 
and this is clear notice to Asiatics all over the world that the Whites have 
not given up their tendencies to assert their superiority. It is deplorable, 
but from the point of view of a cOmplete exposition of their motive, nothing 
could be more opportune than this effort of theirs whilst Indian soldiers are 
shedding their blood for the British Empire side by side with soldiers from 
other White countries. 

Before I conclude, I would like to refer to what Pearl Buck, the 
American novelist and Nobel Prize Winner, declared a few months back: 
She said that, to her mind, the war is losing its _character as 'a Fight for 
Freedom. She felt that a char.ge had come over the war within the past 
year. She said that there was a moment nearly six ~onths ago when the 
great peoples of Asia came very close to the people who were opposed to. 
the Axis in Europe and America. She wondered if there could have been 
a man great enough at that significant moment to have declared that this is 
a war for the freedom of a!l peoples. She does not appear to have come 
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across such a man yet, and concludes that this war 

true aims. "It bas become a military S\ruggle and 

has been limited in its 
0 

it bas ceased to be ·a 

Fight for Freedom." One only wonders whether Pearl Buck will not now 

say that she has come across in Field· Marshal Smuts a statesman of great 
distinction who has su hordinated political expediency in a small part of tht 

British Empire to prove to the world the contra~y of what. she. was 
looking for, namely, a man great enough to have declared th'\( thi!{ is a war 

for the Freedom of all Peoples. 

I commend the Resolution to your acceptance." 

Lady Rama Rau, seconding the resolution, expressed··the resentment 
of Indian women. She said that women were in total sympathy with 
Indians in South Africa. Democracy meant rights of citizenship and 

equality for all human beings 

Mr. M. R. A. Baig in supporting the resolution referred to the 
circumstances that had led Indians to go and settle in South Africa and 
assured them that India would stand by them. 

Mr. M. A. Jadwat, a South African Indian, also spoke on the condi· 
tions of Indians in South Africa. ' 

The resolution on being put to the vote was una?imously carried. 

Mr. Ali Mahomed Mecklai in moving a vote of thanks to the 
Sheriff of Bombay for having kindly convened the meeting said :-., . 

\' We are indeed grateful to the Sheriff for urgently calling such a 
momentous meeting. ·As there 1s no time left for me to offer any lengthy 

observations on the obnoxious piece of legislation now before the South • 
African Assembly, I would content myself with saying a few words. My 

' friend, Mr. B. G. Horniman, has made a reference to the· Prime Minister's 

statement that he was not going to preside over the liquidation of the British 
Empire. I would say, that the liquidation of the :jlritish Empire, in its 
financial sense, would have been completed in September 1931, but for 

India's timely help. I refer to the time when Britain went off the . gold 
standard. Then it was the. gold resources of India which propped up 
Briiain's currency and credit in the international marke~ 
': . . ' . . ~ 
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Un[ortunately Great Britain expects India on the South African ques­
tion, to act in the Christian way : i.e. having got a slap on the left cheek India 
should otfer her right cheek. But gratefulne$S. and a sense of justice 
demand that Britain must regard the colour problem as an Imperial issue 
aftd take drastic steps to end it." 

Mr. ~· A. Brelvi seconded the resolution which was carried with 
acclamation. 

The Hon'ble Sir Rahimtoola C~oy moved a vote of thanks 
to Sir Chimanlal Setalvad for having presided at the meeting, 

Mr. Jamnadas Dwarkadas in. £econding the resolution said :­

"Mr. Sheriff, Ladies &: Gentlem;~, 

I rise to second the resolution moYed by my friend, Sir Rahimtoola 
Chinoy and ask you to carry the vote of thanks to Sir Chimanlal Setal­
vad unanimously. But in doing so I wish to say a few words about the 
main resolution. My esteemed friend Sir Purshotamdas has just told us 
that in his opinion, Nemises appears to have overtaken the South African 
Union Government. I entirely agree with that opinion; but I g<> further 
a:nd say that this is a test for Great Britain and also for White Head of 
the Government of I~dia, They. have been telling us that the purpose 
for which the War is being fought is that the freedom pf every nation 
should be safeguarded. Nature undocbtedly. wi•hes to test whether these 
utterances are sincere or are they mere lip professions made with a view 
to ·deceive the world. I am afraid that if Great Britain and the Govern­
ment of India do not rise to th~ occ.asion and acquiesce in the insult 
that the South African Government has hurled at the coloured people 

, tben there is inevitably goir.g to be a disruption of the British Empire 
or Commonwealth whatever you may call it and for that disruption not 
India but the White Nations of the world alone will be responsible. 

One word more : 

There is a wholesome feature arising out of the unpleasant situation. 
I believe that in 1913 there w.;. ~ disunion among various parties in 
India. Similar question in South Africa was responsible for bringing all 
parties together against the' common foe and the result was a great move­
ment f01 securing Home Rule for India. May not· this very situation 



arising out of the South African Government's attitude be a precursor to 
a similar effort for securing unity iii this country 'so that the present 
dead-lock may be solved and a National Government be established? I 
therefore ;.velcome the presence, as Chairman, of my esteemed· friend Sjr 
Chimnnlal Setalvad. A personality of his experience, statemanship and 
high calibre, can certainly bring together all parties on the same platform, 
namely, the Congress, the Muslim League, the ~indu Sabha, the Liberals 
and other parties so that we can forJ.!l a united front and compel ~he 

authorities to part with power. 

I second the resolution." 

The resolution was carried with accla,;ation. 



Printed at'the CoMMERCIAL STATIONERY ,AND PRINTING MART, 

18-20: Cawasji Patel Street, Fort, Bombay . 

• 


