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REPORT ON COMMUNIST TERRORISM 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

! 

Police Terrorism Subdues 
Once Free Czechoslovaks 

that. the latter Ia more complete. 
It Invades the lives bf more lndi-/ 
viduals more deeply. 0 

. It invaded mine the day before 
my;- departure when I was men­
tioned in the Indictment of thlrteeh 
Czechoslovaks as a contact man 
for an underground group engaged 

Spies Larlr in DweUings 
and Ollices-Euen State 

Ollicials Are Wary 

who Will shortly make a report to In espionage and plotting to over­
the policp, 01'1 the visitor's conver-. thfl)W the· Government, 
satlon with the manager. . Since I !ti4 lll:en nothing of the 

As likely as not the manager kmd, one might suppose that I as 
does not know the Identity· of the an accredited correspondent w.:Wd 
police spy In his office and is protest to the Ministry of' Infor­
dupera~y but very . discreetly mation ·or to the · Foreign • Office 
trying to get that Information. And as a matter ,of fonn I did so 

Thio;. the firot of 3 ;., diapatcheo None of thia· will the visitor dis- by t!l(ephone before departing. I 
C h k

. cover. People do not talk freely Off! ·Ia! · · · 1 

"" zec oolova sa by a correop~- In Czechoslovakia the · d c 1 Also Fear Pollee ' 
tfT N ~ T ·· seays,espe- . en o HE EW: ORK IMES, .who cially not to foreigners. It .they ·dO· It was quite useless, of course, 

recently left thdt country to c>t>oi4· the visitor' must consider wheth~i since th~ . Communist official• of 
pos8ibfe arrest "" faJse espi...age by any . chance he Ia. dealing. wit!! those nurus~es are as powerless 
chargea & provocateur. ..:- and fearful m any matter concern.: 

· . You have to atay around and In~ the police as are the ordinary 
By DANA ADAMS SCHJIDDT get to know people before you feel citizens. Probably more eo, since 

spect•l to TID NJ:W Yoax 'l'DIU. the aituation-feel sick and weak !sst October when Dr. Evzen 
VIENNA, June 7-The little re- when you learn eomeone you know Klinger, hel!d of the Foreign Of­

public called Czechoslovakia, which has been arrested, nauseated. by a flee press department, dissppeared. 
- got her hopeful start In the United note summoning· you to a police For a while his colleagues said 

station, angered every time you he was sick. Now they just shrug. 
States during World War I and see one of those ~iotakable men It Ia believed his illness is a sus­
over which. the people of the In brown leather coats.(the.S. T. B. pected Trotskylsln. · .. .. · 
United States shed Ineffectual -the Czechosloyak oecret poUce). . My protest would have been ad-
tears. at the time of Munich is . dressed mo~ appropriately. to the 
today a: republic b. form on! ' Becalls Nazi Poroecutloa .. new Ministry of ·National Security 

Tlie . Communists wlio :.;..d ' My wife and I -were thor& .for hi ekadetlid by Ladislav Kopriva, which, 
· . nine . months, spaced out between I • e Mtniatry of the Interior, 
power twenty-eight months ago the middle of April last year and which formerly controlled the po­
now call It a "people's. democracy" May. 31 this year. Somewhere, I lice,' Ia . completely unappro"!'habie 
In public and a "dicta"'torshlp . of often felt, I had aeon thia before. by anyone except the highest Com­
the proletariat". in . their mner It· was In Nazi ·Qftmany where J munist officials. . . . , 
councilJ. The most accurate de- was a. coroespondent for the two · To illustrate the point; 
·ICriptioa, · Jioweve~ is• "a pollee years ended in October, 1940., ·.Last year wbe~ I had . trouble 
otate." ' • :rile chief objects of police Ml'IICI- getting &;re-entry visa I·asked'an 

cution under the'N!~Za; :wtth' their official of. the foreigners'. polk 
For people outsiqe the Commu- Communiste, with their clesa war- who it was that issued .the l.llthor­

nlat "rbit Who, all their Uvea, have fare, it is the .bourno\11&'-ln. et- ~tiona. I wanted. to·- tile m&l). 
t.aQll relative political frhdom feet,. everyone who had ·independ- tf'uthorlzat!ons COilt8 ·to .us from 
awi personal ap,curity for granted ent economic eXistence, who was · e Mlh!Ary," he exi>lalned. "I do 
the clreadful meaning of that something or had something m the ,not know who Issues themJ' · 

raclam, were the· Jews.· Under' ~ . I b.U~ve. h!' told the truth .. He 
phrase Ia difficult to appreciate. . old daya. . . · ; , · · · advlseclme,to' see the Foreign ot-

. It Is diffiCult also for the casual;' In aelther case, however, wu ~ .flee. But _:the best the .Foreign, 
visitor to. Pratue (of whom. there:ia the legalized pollcs terror eon. g,~cs !leould !do .was to te1ephoneJ· 
are fewet and tew:e~)- When hej'flned to the pariah ·group.~~ •. The · t oe official I had jj.lat seell. 
enters tl!e Office of a buslness _.(entire . populace Ia covered by a . entally, that official dlsapo, 
eoclate he can _scarcely reat!ze the1network formed by the .-cret· po-= ·{..~. ~. offlcs a few, 
deak·ln tJie ·comer .Is empty be-~llce and aupplemented.;by infonb- The mo.l" ~'-·--te~~· I cause th · era among • party ·members . and bo .~.... <uowC thing! 

1 
. e secretary Who occupied othere In key poaltiOtlll, such 88 a ut o/.e In a po~cs state is that! 

t was arrested last week,· or that janitors.· walters ani! ~.._ · .Pie dlsa~. 'I'hey and thelrl 
th!igirl at the. opposite desk Ia the · The differe.nce between the ·Nul : ·:...nd' relatlfta have no rtll-! 
po ce ~who denowiced her an and Comm~·poUce oyatem~u. to ·a~'ere .11 'Do one to who'!'; 
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If an arrested ·~an is lucky he In Bmo, capital of Moravlo, the lot the t~thollc orders w~<e 
will be sent to join 0,000 to 30,000. Government is now building tried to• espionage in April. " 
others in a forced Ia: or camp. He Czechoslovakia's largest prison. · The i/ten who wield real power " 
may get a hearing before a com-. New labor camps also are being in· thisl police state constitute a 
miN~ion of a Communi~·controlled· prepared, presumably to accommo- very snJ,aU, inscrutable inner circle 
nl'tional committee. ~ut under 1 date the victims of another round·' of Co!'lmunists who get their or· 
the law he may be sen'*nced by J up, such as that of last autumll) ders fNm the offices of the Com· 
those commissions to as lnuch as' when 10,000 men1bers of the informl in Bucharest or directly 
two years in a camp, eve1\ with- Czechoslovak bourgeoise were from Moscow. 
out a hearing, for political cffenses taken. The inner circle Includes Bedrich 
such aa "failure to have or try to If the Communists bother to jus- Geminder, Government contact 
acquire a positive attitude toward tify the price of their operations man with the Cominform; RudOlf 
the people's democratic regime.u at all, they explain it is part of the Slansky, Secretary General of the" 

Many of Arrested Unluck class warfare of the Communist party; Dr. Alexei Ceplcka, Minis· . 
'!I revolution that Is being fulfilled. ter ot Nattonal Defense, apd Lad-· 

Not so lucky are those brought Perhaps the most dramatlc'lslav Kopriva, Minister of National.·· 
before one of the regular courts aspect of the situation has_ beenjsec::urity. !..._ 
in which professional judges have 'the subjection of the RomaJt Catho· It probably does not Include 
been supplemented by 36,000 lie Church to te!Ilporal power. Un- Klen1ent Gottwald who holds the 
Communist-indoctrinated "people's til last· autumn the church· pro- titles of President' of the Republic 
judges." vided the spiritual leadership of and chainnan of the Communist 

Sad indeed is the plight of those . the country's anti·Com!Ilunlst ele· party, or Prime Minl•ter Antonin 
who merely are left to rot in ments. Zapotocky. 
prison. In one large cell in Pank· Last year the bishops and their Theirs is the power through 
rae prison a few weeks ago there clergymen still spoke their minds their control of the pollee to car­
were about twenty men who had in sermons, pastoral letters and cir- ry on & simplified form of state­
been there six montha and never-t culars. This year 1\_hey are silent. craft. 
once had been taken out for in· 

1 
They have been deprive<j of the Problema such as that of the 

terrogation. . press and the' schools, of the right church are solved by decree. The 
In justice it must be said that to meet together or issue state- Opposition is arrested, popular ap. 

the. Czechoslovak policemen are /men~ except by Government per-.i proval in required volume is turned. 
rarely brutal. But 1 know or know. mission. · i on like a faucet in the form of 
of persoris who have ··been beaten,; The bishops ar4! prisoners under,. mass meetings or- deluges of tele· 
persons who have been questioned police surveillance in their resi·· grams and letters. Histor)t. Ia re­
for twenty-four hours at a time, dences. 'lhe lowe.r-rankin~ clergy-:.written .. Nineteen Eighty-four is 
much of the time under· stron men have been forced to stgn oaths. a.t hand. 
lights where the sound of other of alleg;ance to the regime. About ---------
persons being beaten in the next 300 of the clergy are in ·prison, in· 
room could be heard. ~Juding the ten ranking members 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1950. 

Self-Preservation Chief Aim 
Of Most Czechoslovaks Now 

Air of Passivity Is Noted Throughout Land, 
Though-Majority Are Said to Despise 

Communism-Reds Eye Infiltration 

so bad," he confided to some 
friends one night. · "It 1.1 worklnf 
quite well and I think I can ret 
along all right." 

"But what about political values, 
the freedoms you have lost?" he 
was asked. The former capitalist 
looked uncomfortable. 

"I know/' he replfed. · ''But what 
can I do about It? A man has to 
Uve 1omehow." 

The nearest thing to a statiatlcal 
basis for an estimate of Commu-

. nist strength Is the last free elec-
Thia i3 the second of si:e di8patche8 on Czechoslovakia by a tlon In 1946 In wb,lch the Commu­

correspondent oi THE NEW YORK TIMES who 1'ecent!y left that nlsts won 38 per cent of the votes, 
count1'y to avoid possible aN'est on false espionage charges. rather more than that In the Czech 

· · HMIDT Ianda of Bohemia and Moravia, 
By DA:N A ADAMS B,C rathlir leas In Slovakia 

Special to Tu N&W You: TUIU. ' _ - ' 1 ' ., 

VIENNA June fr-Since I left thinking motivated by conVlctton Part of the considerable str,ngth 
Czechoslov..Jcia people keep asking: and the part motivated by the in- the Communists displayed I then: 
"What do the people of Czechosl.>- stlnct of self-preservation. Or put may have been. opportunistfic, be-· 
vaki& think? How much • support another way, between their con· cau.e of the strong sense of the 
do the Communists have?" sciences and opportunism. · proximity of the SoVIet. Union that 

In a country ruled by fear those I am. thinking of a former ta.c- had. been lett by the preatnce ot 
are difficult queation8 to answe~. tOry owner who waa bitterly op- Bo;:'et troops for several IDO!'ths 
The long-term. effect of fear on posed to communlam until he got at .' the war. . 
some persons' minch! Is such that a well-paid managerial · po•t In a 8~ those days I believe the 
eventually they can no longer ell•· national enterprise. Communists bave won very · rew 
tlnguish between. the part of their "Perhaps the new system Isn't new converts, while the brutality 
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. \ / 
of t;r.O!r methods has cqst them tions and party headquarters have I The .late Dr. l!lduard Benes ihen 
ma!ity of their old ones. :Uut they been bon1bed recently. Last year President, 'i"epro'sented the maJority 
~ave won a great host· of qppor- there was a raid on & pne:on camp and SYJ1?-boliz{d its weakness. He 
tunistic .. followers." , ~ and a railway ltne near Prague was toyed WJth. tbe idea of calling out 

The size of the Communist party blown up. And one must not for- the Army to" stop the Communists •. 
in CzechoSlovakia is a poor guide get- the peasants, especi~ly the I ~en. Ludw{g_ Svoboda, former Min­
to the Communist strengtl:t, It is n.ard-bitten Roman Cathohc peas-jister of National Defense, insisted 
the largest In the world in pro- ants of Slovakia, who from time • the _,Army would not support the 
portion to t~e population, but ~om- to time have driven off C~mmu-. Preside_nt, althou!;'h the best sources 
monist officials have complBJ.ned nist functionaries and pobcemen 1 say th:.s was qu1te untrue at the 
frequently about the number of with pitchforks and clubs. . time. And Dr. Benes, unable to 
opportunists and even of bourgeois In Slovakta, too, the Commurust! make up his mind, abandoned the 
agents and saboteurs amor.g them. party appears to be smttten with; one bold move that could have 
Party leaders are hard -at work a local brand of Tttoi~m. Slovak • saved his country from Communist 
weeding out the doubtful members. nationahsm and the historic sus-! rule. 

I would say that whatever they picion of the Czechs I~ too strong· Now .that Czechoslovakia has 
may say and do in their own minds . to be smothered! evetttn the ranks succumbed, freedom is lost and the 
the overwhelming majority of of the Communtst party. Communists have:estsblished their 
Czechoslovaks today profoundly On th.e whole, however, th~ state police. state, it is. hard to argue 
hate communism. That is almost of affatrs is about w.hat it was 1 With Czechs who say active resist­
all peasants, almost all of the. old under the Nazis. Aga'?• with ali. a!'ce is useless. 
middle class and a good many due respect to a berate few and. Their position is like that of the 
workers. Of the convinced, active war-t!me propaganda notv.:ith- Germans after they had suc­
CommunnistS there are" not more sta'!'-dmg, . there was then. httle ~·cu~bed to nazism. It took a war 
than 10 per cent. For· the moat active res1stanc.e ~o the N8Z1s. ! to get rid of the Nazis and it will 
part, these are favored· workers Czechoslovakia ts. after all, only! take a war or internal collapse in 
and miners and a coterie of Intel- a n.arrow strip of Jan. d popu.latedlthe Communist wol;id to get rid of 
lectuals. by 12,500,000 person~ w~dged. ~ the Communists In t:zechoslovakia. 

- between, anc1ent ertem1es. J.t is f:b.e ~he bourgeois group, which has 
Resistance Mostly In Minds country of The Good .Soldter suffered most, frankly hopes for ·a 

.Given this situation, the question ,Schweik [a novel by Jaroslav Ha-l war in which it would be liberated 
!I-rises how much resistance there sek], the co~ntry that. got ilong i by its friends, the Americans. 
11 to the Communist regime. under Aus~r1~n rule·· wtth a rp.ini· : The people of czechoslovakia to .. 

The Czechoslovaks' resistance mum of fl'lctlon for 300 years. , day stand as prisoners in· a Com-
Is mostly in the• mind. The Com- Coup Laid to P 1 It ; n:tUnist camp. Their sense of na-
munists have compromised but not us v ·Y 'bonal identity and honor their 
·conquered their minds. The Czecho.. . .lt was the passivity of the ma• 1 sense of the value of politic~l' free­
.slovaks are bourgeois-minded, JOrity or the Czechs, their anxiety dC!m and their reVUlsion against 
westem..:zninded people still. always to avoid a showdown and ahen rule is strong. But not 80 

But of active resistance-with to· get along, that permitted the strong as their instinct for indi· 
~u· due respect to a heroic few- active minority of Communists to Vidual self-preservation. 
therP. Is little, Some pollee sts- take over In 1948. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1950. 

S • E d R d , probability tske a sharp turn-Viz, OVtet xpecte to e . uce 'Russi& will cease to be the model 
I cquntry and once again become a 

L • • Sf d d backward [hi the "Soviet' and In tVtng an ar t;,e Socialist sense] country." 
In Czechoslovakia,. the first of 

This is the third of .ri:& dispatches Ol& Czechos!o'llakia by a the "advanced countries" to be 
correspondent of THE NEw YORK TIMEs who recently left that tsken over by the Communists, all 

High Czech 

country to avoid possible arrest on false espionage charge•. the material conditions necessary 
By DA,NA ADAMS SCHMIDT to make her a new model are pres-

SPK!al to TKI Nzw You TINa. 1_ ent. She has a highly productive 
VIENNA June 9-Thanks to her capitalistic past as part_- Industrial economy, manned by ed-

, . . . ucated and skilled people, rich coal 
of the. Western world, Czechoslovakia today enJoys the highest resources and foreign trad • 
standard of living of any country in the Comn11mist world. The fnect,lons sufficient to provid:'o~:r 
future of that standard depends the Communists must measure the needed raw materials and food. 
~ the answers to these two success of their rule primarily by In an off-the-record discussion 
que.rtions: Its effect on the material welfare of this subject, one of the top .of-

Do I the Communists want to of the people. flcials of the Czechoslovak Mlnls-
Illjlke tt:zechoslovakia a shoy; win- There Is & passage In Lenin's try of Planning told me brightly: 
dow ot their system? Or ia it book, ••Lett-Wing Communism, an to equal it. Andre Simone e. Com­
intoleral)le to·the Russia.ns that the Infantile Disorder," that applies · munist who has been i~ Rllssia­
Czeclidslovaks shoulsi continue to exactly to Czechoslovakia's present often enough ·to know better once 
enjoY, &'higher standard of living position. He wrote: insisted to me that. of cours~, the 
than their own? "'It would also be a mistake to Russian standard of living was 

It Communist theory were the lose sight of the tact that after higher than the Czechoslovak. 
only consideration, the first alter- the victory of the proletarian revo- ~eR~~;i~~ :,anc:~ ~t ~: ;~~~ a,~ 
native . would have t~ be chosen. lutiDn in at l~ast ~ne of . th~ ad- But he ~ u:usuau; ~r.B.nek :~d 
By their own materialtst standards ~anced countne~_ thmg~ will m el1 1 opti~istie, In public all Comm~-
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l.
nists. de~ou~~a·y noma~>:e ~o'·'tbe j•rn opinion In a series of trials and . Til. t .beneflcla.ry of ~it -slC'W !m-
Russian model.. ~ / ! expulsions. prO~ment !a, of course, :'he •work .. 

I 
. ! . 1 L~t year 55 per cent of Czecho· ing class " ln their· standat'd of 

· Bulganln Wa~lng Cited 'I slovakia's trade was still with the uvl.f.g rn\l~t be Included tho copious 
. Such Conununist~e deferring West. This year, it will be onl.Y cant!!'r· ?n?ches nearly universally 

I
to Ru.ssian natiOnalis~ for the· 45 per cent and ~erha.ps far less. Jf av• .f' _ 1 '/Or the equivaJent of 10 
safety of their own ski:ps. From 1 the present poll tical trends -:~- cen~ ~o --Jess, the social insurance 

I 
tim·>· to time they are bnought up: tinue to a~d to the coun~ry's·p· '-'.beneflte that have been extended 
to mark by Russian remt\rks like: Iy economic diff!culttes Jn meetlh& . ......,ce ~1:48 to cover nearly all rtsks, 
that of Marshal Nikolai (j.t; Bul- · Western competition. and t -~e · large·scale, cheap trade 
ganin during the last celebration . unloP Aacatlon programs. 
of Liberation Day In Prague fhat: Westem Goods Still N""'ed - ·~ The disinherited are the old hour-
"even the slightest" questioning of. A sharp drop in trade ~\th , t:~isie, whose remaining wealth 
Russian friendship led inevitably to 1 West would affect the coUD.tr~ _)~hl is being whittled down by tax· 
deviationism and ''Titoism." standard of living diRastrously, if it\·_:_!:ton and confiscation. 

Because of their touchy nation· c&;me before alternative trade,~· --The average employed worker 

1 
allsm the Russians are likely to With the East had been organized. I probably Is sttll not so well off as 

i force the Czechoslovak standard of From the West, Czechoslovakia I his counterpart before the war, Bl· 
living down in two ways: j must still have specialized rna· though the moat favored groups, 

First, rather than challenge Rus· chinery, ore, rubber, tin, special.
1 
such &I ·the foundry. workers and 

:sian friendship Czechoslovak ne· .alloys, cotton, wool and many other
1 

miners, are doing a httle better. 
: gotiators must accept whatever ! raw materials. 

1 
Although the industrial workers 

:economic deals the Russians offer j' Meanwhile, tlte Czechoslovak· are the very ones to whom the 
! them. While the details on this s~~dar~ ot living has been s.Iowly ! Communists. look for stanchest 

I
. point are shrouded in secrecy, eco· r1smg smce the· low point after :support, in~1cat1ons are that they 
nomic observers in Prague are 1947. This means that basic food· I are not satisfied with the progrP.ss 
agreed that the Czechoslovaks stuffs, except meat and butter, made. They· e':'en have staged aev­
often have to. sell below cost and have been taken off the ration list, 'eral brief stnkes aga_tnst etforta 
Russian deliveries often are de· that clothing rations are being to . increase p~oductiVIty Without 
layed and unsuited to Czeeh. oslovak I more generously released and that which the contmuing improvement 
needs. , on the free market all goods are ~t the _standard ot living would be 

Second, tt Is part of the Russian in better supply and have been re- Impossible, These efforts have in· 
scheme that Czechoslovakia and ! duced in price from their earlier eluded the naming ot •hock work­
other "people's democracies" should ~astronomic levels. ~rs of Stakhanovitea and tighten­
tra$}e with the Western nations · Even though the prices are still mg of working norma. 
only until alternative trade rela- I from 50 to 500 per cent above the Considering the Rqsslan attitude 
tions could be established in the ~rates for rationed goods, the tree ~t seems unlikely, however thai 
East. In placing political consid- ;market is well patronized, prob· the workers wiU gatn much more 
erations ahead of economic iSSll;eB, I ably because there is nearly full and it 1s possible that, on the con­
Czechoslovak authorities have : employmel'lt. The shortage of trary, they will be reduced to the 
gone even farther lately. They are . !!'killed Wot'kers resulting from th,e bleaker RU.!sian standards and look 
rieJihPrately l"isk_tng We~tem eco- , expulSion of the Sudeten Gennans back on "1950 aa the golden age of 
nomic reprisal~ by _flouting Wef=t-. pei"si'Sts. ... plen~ul oonsu.m.er gooda. 

SATURDAY .TC'NE li, 1950. 

Czechoslovakia Dominated 
ByN ationalized Way of Life 

I competition and duplication by 
means of, industry·wide planning, 
standardization, rationalization and 
direction of labor. 

But the Communists are finding 
that, compared with the selective 
precision of private enterprise, na· 

This is the fourth of six dispatches on Czechoslovakia by a tlonalized enterprise on such a 
scale is often a blunt i(lstrument. 

correspondent of THE NEW YORK TIMES who recently left that Thus, Rude Pravo, central com-1 
country to avoid possible arrest on false espionage charges. munist Party organ, complained I 

By DAN A ADAMS SCHMIDT recently that so many sieves w'.!re 
SPK-lal to Tm: Nzw You 'l'Diu. 1

1 
being delivered to ironmongers 

VIENNA, June 10-The best advertised words in Commu· that every family in the country 
nist Czechoslovakia. are "nar6dni podnik." Yo'! can walk through I would have to buy ~ne weekly for 
Prague's Wenceslas Square and see it on nine-tenths of the shop a year to get rid or them. Manu­
signs 1n the sp8.ce that might' cent of induS"tt7·, wholesale trade facturers, ho~cver, declined to! 
formerly have been reserved fori and export·import trade, about:. stop making sieves on the ground· 
the name of the proprietor It/80 per cent of retail trade and ao: ~ey hwcre prescribed in the plan 
m " t• I t . ;, ! per cent of artisans' shops have ' or t is year, which they were de· 

eans na tona en erpnse. . . tennined to fulfill Mcanwhil 
Czechoslovakia is rapidly be- been orgamzed as national or com· Is d r . · e, 

1 t ·cr po an pans remamed scarce 
comi~g one. vast narodni podnik. muna en erpn .. es. A block of new flats ~ear· 
The n~e 1m plies. a: method of ; This economic_ concentration inol Prague was spendidly equapped 
econom1~ organization and also .-. the hands of the state is capable with washing machines. But they 
way of life. ot generating great power. It can could. not be used because water-

In the short space ot time since and in many cases does reduce proof switches were not provided. 
February, 1948, nearly 100 per cosC, by eliminating wastes ot More serious bottlenecks have de· 
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v~lopecr:.i~ industry becaus1 plans sco·re;·however; had .reached "the lsta•'6 guarant~e ~.rork, medical 
failed to provide some small but highest form."· in which alllan" is 'tcar1- and old a ·1Jenefits. It has 
v'ttal part of machinery. \ merged and the Peasants are paic!~·~tak..n..all e'con ic risks out of life 

only according to their labor. Sev- and. provide"/t(:tll economic (but not 
A meeting of factory directot-s eral hundred others had merged political) si~rity. 

a few months ago _was concerned land but inci'lded a proportion of I With )'he· elimination of the 
with the accumulation of goods_ in contributed land in calculating profit JJ'IO.tive competition in the 
~arehouses-tha.t could not be del!v- peasants' pay. Most of the rest old~en e is disappearing. There is 
ered because there were no ~n- were mei'ely working land jointly little oint in luring customers 
v-oices to go with them. or sharing the use of machinery. wit_ · attractive window displays, 

Poorest Pe&sants Put First courteous service or by flowers on 
Exports Are Returned the table. Since only one company 

makes iceboxes, last year's model 
will do. Customers must be grate­
ful for what they get. 

Jnacc:urate observance of specl· 'l'he usual Communist procedu·re 
tications and slipshod workman.~ is to start a unified agricultural 
ship has resulted in an embaras- cooperative among the poorer peas­
, sing volume of goodS returned by ants ol ..a villag~those with up 
.foreign consignees. One shipment to fifty acres of land. Tll.e others ''Socialist" Incentives 
ot industrial clays to Denmark cannot resist long. They are de- Conscious of these defects in 
came back three· times before na- nounced as "the village richt ·their system the Communists have 
tionalized enterp"rise produced badgered by lnspe.ctors and their sought remedies in "Socialist" in­
what was WRnted. An Italian buy- machinery is confiscated.- In this,~ cenVves, "Shockworkers" or Stak­
er In quest of textile machinery I manner 9•399 tractors had been-.;, hanovites can earn more by ex­
departed in disgust because "they confiscated up to April 1. -·· ceeding norms even though· they 
told me th~y could make what I The benefits of the narod_nl pod-; can never hope to go into business 
was after but it wasn't provjded n~k life--commll!lal laundnes _and·· for ~hemselves. "Improvers" and 
in their plan and so they kttchen_s, nursertes and OJ'gantzed .inventors are offered prizes. 
wouldn't ." recreation-do not appea~ to ap-. Appeals are made by "Socialist 

In pushing collectivization of ~~:! ~::e J:a:~~=irf:1 1~~:~:~; :compet!tion," in which factories 
agrl~ulture this summer the Com- who are the Communists' first and shtfts seek to outd~ . o_ne an­
muntsts pursu_e the .~arne _narodni concern. Less independent minded, other and u by the sohcttl~g of 
podnik prin~tple. M~rge your their complaint is that benefits ~ledges of exemplary work that 
wasteful stnps of pr1vate land, ·are too slow in com·_ g Many ts to produce more and waste less. 
pool your hors~s, machinery an_d among them still get a ~ltfi out of The ~ppeals are made_ on great 
l~bor and you wil~ b~, more eff1- the slogans that "the factories be- o~ca~nons such as Premter Stalin's 
c1ent and pr.~ducbve, the peas- long to the workers" and ''you btrthday. 
a~ts are told. are working for yourself not -for If, as it seems, the workers have 

Although it is a losing battle, I aapital.ists." Some have observed gained some material benefits, the 
the . conservative, proPerty- con- however, that while in the old Communists have not succeeded in 
~cious peasants have slowed the days they could damn or even. getting rid of the air of mediocrity 
mtroduction ot · "higher forms of' strike against their boss now that -expanding mediocrity - that 
production" to a. snail's pace. . theY are working for themselves clings to the narodni podnik life. 

The last figures released tn Feb· that sort of thing is dealt with by ; Shops are shoddy, newspapers tire· 
ruary showed that . "unified the police as sabotage. ; some, theatres· second'-rate and 
agriculfure cooperatives,. had been In the narodni podnik Czecho- 1 food uninteresting. 
established in every fourth village slovakia. everyone is in effect ·

1
· Beyond doubt the narodni pod­

in Czechoslovakia. Only a few becoming a civil servant. The nlk world is dull. 

CZECH PRESS HEWS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 18, 1950. 
eight daily ne;wspapers you read.! Communists, get around that by 
They all print nearly the samei not reading any newspapers and 
"news." 1 dilige!ltlY liste_ning to the Voice of 

. . . : Amenca and the British Broad· 
Theil" opimons ~n all subJeCts _casting Corporation. The B. B. C.'s: 

TO IDENTICAL LINE ~~~;war~~~:n~u~~ri~=~~~/:~~ ~f~c:t::nc:i~~:ra:~~:~::'r::~u~~, 
I 
pressed in .Rude Pravo,. central or- Czechoslovaks. His words are re-: 
gan of the .Communist party, a

1 
peated reverently and in guarded

1 

journal that by its large format· tones day by day from one end of I 
Large Segment of Public Gets and turgid and extravagant edito- the cGuntry to the other. Many 

nals recalls the Nazi party's Voel- Czechoslovaks used to write him 
News Via Voice of America kischer Beobachter. . letters until a rule was made re-

The Commumst press, like the qutring persons sending letters 
and B. B. c. Programs Naz! press In Its time, ~ not J>ri- abroad. to identify themselves at 

manly concerned with .. informmg postoff1ces. 
Ule Wblic about what has hap. Be~•· F Ma k 
pened; Its job is to give the public ~-.• ana r ed Down I 

BRITON HIGHLY POPULAR the party's view of what has hap- While listening to foreign radio 
pened That applies to newspapers stations is so general that authori­
ostensibly representing other par- ties have not found it feasible to. 
ties as well as to the Communist forbid it, regular fans are marked~ 

Prague Maintains Censorship· party organs themselves. down in. party and police .records. 
• . · A larg7 part. of the Czechoslovak . as unrehable and those who repeat 

at Source by RestriCting public, mcluding many. nominaJ.· what they hear expose themselves· . l ~ arrest for disseminating subver..-! 

Access to InformatiOn This is the fifth of •ix dispatcl•es:"'~~:::-·· . 
on Czechoslorakia. by a correspond- ed custo e treatment was accord-. 

By ~~~o~~~o!~~ ent of THE NEW YORK TIMES who United s:~:: a.::oB ~[.0~~~ the 
VIENNA, June. 11-It does not rece~(ly left that country to_ avoid ation Services' libra~e~ untilor;::; 

posstble arrest on false esptonage Government ordered th 1 
matter much which of Prague's charges. in A_pril and ;Ma_y. It\ a~r::it~~s~~-. 
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I
! books, mag~z~es, pAono_graph rec- i ermg any informatio.n not officially_/ .. lengtJy Consultations: "It is not 
,ords and films the -~zechoslova,ks 'published or even for correlatingl possihle." Of six interviews with 
'found in those librf.J{ies precious published information. , Gove:fnment officials that 1 i 

!newspapers that were ·banned from Application of these st~ictures requested through -the Ministry 
newsstands. has gradually become more mtense.! of Information during the four 
i The newspapers from th'e Weu. It was last autul!ln that Wes~ern, m1:mths before my departure I re­
on public sale are The London corre~pon~ents With shoe~ reah~ed- cetved only one-at pensions head­
Daily \Yorker and L'Humanite of the situation, when a ~nest With: quare ... <s, During that time West~ 
Paris. whom they had had friendly con-. ern correspondents were invited 

Since'the public is entitled only tact. wa~ arreste~. Nonetheless,~ OD:lY to those press conferences and 
to official propaganda, inform- ~ven until. early this year tJ.t-ey f~It: trials at which West~rn nations 
ation as such is deEberately con- able,, for mstance, to contmue. to~ were.to be attacked and insulted. 
fused in the Communist mind with pubhsh statemen~s r~present~ng; The exception was United Nations 
"int'elligence," Western reporters ~he Roman Ca~hohc pomt of VIew- Secret~ry-General Trygve- Lie's, 

1 and diplomats whose bpsiness it is m the church-stat~ struggle. . at Wh1c~ he was insulted by the 
:to gather information are. auto- There ':Vas and IS no ce~sorshlp Communist reporters. 

I

. mati :rllY suspected of espionage. on . outgom~ news. But SI~ce th_e Thus correspondents, like diplo­
Duwn business man Johannes senes of tnals that began m April mats, are practically cut off from 

I
Louwers was convicted of eco-' ~estern correspondents ~nd also official sources. They fear to see 
nomic espionage because he had diplomats have been restncted a.l- Jnivate sources lest they com­
asked and received from Czecho-. most entirely to the official news promise themselves and the sources. 
slovak associates production data~ agency, newspapers and each other That is what is te_chnically 
such as is published in trade jour- for information. known as censorship at the source 
nals throughout the Western world. At least three Communists 1-the same method the Nazis used 
Two United States Information; who a few months ago felt sure· U!Jtil the second year of the war. 
Service employes were he.Jd by the enough of. themselves to talk re- Smce the correspondents remain~ 
court to have committe~ espionage, plied to my telephone calls duzing· ing in . Prague still, in spite of 
because they gave Umted States April by saying they were "ter-. everything, occasionally pick up a 
Press Attache Joseph C. Kolarek ribly busy," would be for two or: story that is not official they wouldi 
an answer when he asked what the' three weeks and would call me~ undoubtedly feel more at ease if! 
Czechoslovak people's reaction wast when they had time. They never. Czechoslovakia would follow Mos-

l to. one of President ~ruman's: called. - cow's example by establishing di~ 
speeches about the atomic bomb. rect censorship of outgoing news. 

· Data Held Espionage Interviews Not Granted ~ese then are the means by 
• • • 1 wh1ch Western foreigners in 

i Under a 2-year-old law for the A trade umon off1c1al ~hom IICzechoslovakia are being isolated 
deft'J1Se of thP repUblic, one could asked for data on the vacatiOn and from the people and the peopl 

.·be convicted of espionage for gath- recreation program replied after '·from the Western world. e 

MONDAY, JUNE 19, 1950. 

U.S. FACES DECISION 
ON TIES TO PRAGUE 

Some Diplomats Feel Relations 
Should Be Cut Now in Joint 
Action With London, Paris 

try if they succeeded in their Presslll'e on U. S. Entployes 
stated ,ambitions would be about 
the same as what they have done Two CzechoSlovak, employes of 
to Czechoslovakia. For Czechoslo- the Vnited States Information 
vakia was 8 Western-oriented, in~ Service were arrested and induced 
dustrial parliamentary democracy by, prolonged high pressu.re intel"£ 
-the first of itS kind to fall to rog:atiOn to issue denunCiations of 
the Communists. the "mendacious,-anti~Cz.echoslovak 

Now the extraordinary aggres~ campaign conducted Qy .United 
siveness displayed by the Com- States Press Attach6 .Joseph C. 
munist masters of Czechoslovakia Kolarek through the Voice of 
and other Russian satellites threat .. America.." At the same titnEf the I 
ens to open a new and more un~ Czechoslovak police attempted to 
pleasant phase in the "cold war'' exploit th~ rom&nt:'e ltetween one I 
that the Western woJ;"ld is fighting ~f, the arr.ested men and Informa­
to prevent the further spread of, tj,On Service librarian. Xathal:ine 
Communism. ! Kosmak to force her to renQunce 

The Czechoslovaks have if pos:. !I her American citizenship. 
ECONOMIC BREAK IS URGED sible, .outdone other sateilites in. Two other Informatioll Bervtce 

'the violence of anti-American and employes were brought to. -~triil 
anti-Western propaganda and of and. sentenced to fifteen and eight-

. . . . measures against fhe United ~ years' imprisonment on es-
SeriOUS DisruptiOn of Czech States Embassy since · Vi!iam ptonage charges compounded out 

• • ! Siroky became Foreigll Ministe~ ot activities that would )ass as ut-~ 
Tra11e Believed Possible by I on March 14. To recapitulate.·. terly Innocent ip. any Western. . ! briefly: • . court. On that basis -Mr. Kolarek 
Closing .Bavarian Border After anti'Communist airmen 'was expelled and the Information 

·-had flown four Czechoslovak civi- Service library closed. 
airliners to Munich with a mixed Soon thereafter the trial or a· 

This i8 the last of siX dispatches load of Communists and anti-Com-'! ring allegedly engaged in espiOO_age · 
on Czechoslovakia by a corre- munists and United Sta.ies 'authori- , for the United States Embassy was I 
spondent of THE NEW YORK TIMES ties had promptly returned the '.followed by a demand that the J:!:m~: 
who recently left that country to Communists the czechoslovak bassy reduce its staff by two-thirds. 
avoid possible arrest on false es- press for weeks fulminated Tw;o weeks later the Foreign Of-
pionage charge& against the "Gestapo" methods fice informed the United States 

· used by the "Fascist" Americans~ Ambassador that "a reasonable 
By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT in interrogating_ the Communists.! time" had elapsed and that fifty 

ss>edal w Taz Naw YoRX 'l'IMJ:s. '•Publi~ meetings attempting (with--~ Amerieans and their families must 
VIENNA, June 12-Whllt the 

1

1 Qllt observable success) to stir up leav-e the C(luntrywitrun· forty-eight 
Communists would do to France, hatred of the · Americaris were' hours. 
Italy or any other Western coun~ . held. An officiat imElied that Czecho-
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slovakia would not be responsil1iel Iron Curtain are nearly valueless the Oder River ak ~ substitute for I 
for their safety it they delayed. either as observa.ttnn ·posts or as German and -Du~Ch ports. Russian 
Later, however, the deadline was means df exerting tnfiuence. The ore is replacing ;Swedish ore: Rus- i 
extended one week. The pell mell isolation of foreigners confines sian machinery·is replacing United' 
evacuation of AmeriCQlls by air, diplomats to reading the local States machi,.ery and even Rus·1 
rail and road was as hl\Pliliating' press and over each other's shoul- sian J)utter is ~eplacing Danish l 
an affair as any supposedly friend· ders. To maintain diplomatic butte( ' : 
Jy country ever imposed on U .. Led 1f posts in these countries is to ex- Mea.n·.Vhtle, Minister of Industry 
States· diplomats. pose Western diplomats to further Augustin Kliment and other Min· 

As the United States retaliated 1 insults damaging to Western lsters have explained for all· to. 
In kind, the Czechoslovaks ord_ered I prestige. hear that Czechoslovakia intends 
the United States Embassy redu~ed It would be better to break off to trade with the West only until, 
to twelve membed by June 6." relations than to submit to being it can substitute trade 'with Rus-J 

On June 8 the Czecho~Lo~_~ks kicked around. The United States sia and the "people's democracies.":. 
concluded their most sweepmg es- should declare the satellites are Under these circumstances the~ 
pionage trial in which not only the manifestly no longer sovereign question arises. whether it would 
United States, British and French countries and that if any business not be- better to break off trade re­
Embassies but most other Western is to be done with them the Unit.ed lations while that can still serve 
missions were implicated along States will do it through the Western purposes. It would not 
with several Western newspaper Soviet Union. overthrow the __ Czec;_hQslo"Vak or 
correspondents. It was a vast prop- If and when the United States l other ·Communist regimes but it 
agandistic effort topping every- decides on a break, tl~ts diplomat would seriously weaken their eco­
thing they had done before and un- added, it would be desirable to co- nonlic position. 
doubtedly portending furtheP" steps ordinate it with simultaneous ac- Considerations involved are simi­
not only against Americans but tt~ by the British .and French Jar to those when the wartime AI· 
also other 'Western missions.. and, if possibl~, by the smaller lies. had to decide whether or not! 

The immediate questions facing Western countr1es. They are c~a- to blockade and perhaps starve 
United States diplomats are: fronted by & concerted Commumst their French friends in Vichy' 

Is Czechoslo\lakia's Communist campaign ag'ainst the West in the France. · 
Government trying by a. series or satellite ar~a. and can strike back The problem of refugees from 
calculated affronts to force. the most effectiVely together. Iron Curtain countries, too, is simi­
United States and perhaps other There are ot~ers who ~auld ~o Jar to the problem of .Jewish retu..l 
nations to break off :celattons? farther. Breakmg off d1plomat1c gees who escaped the Nazis. The 
Granting that there is every indi- relations, they observe, is a·. mere moral obligation to them is the 
cation that this is the case should gesture. It becomes meamngful same. According to good estimates, 
the United States allow itself to be only if economic relations are also there are at least 30,000 genuine· 
provoked as in Bulgaria? severed. Even if others .would not political refugees from Czechoslo-

Hitherto the State Department's cooperate the United States could vakia alone. · The International 
nhilosophy, with which most West- seriously disrupt Czechoslovak Refugee Organization is closing 
;pn diplomats agreed, has been foreign trade by closing the Ba- down in a few Weeks. 'lh~ refu .. 
"hat the Communists would be only varian-Czechoslovak frontier. Most gees are not being adequately I 

;: ?<> happy to see· the West volun· Czechoslovak trade with the West cared for, employed or provided 
~-: f ~y eliminate its observation goes over that frontier. emigration possibilities. 
:. l)sts and means by which it exerts In 1950 t_hls economic weapon is In the past two months a score 
t:" . ~luence, that the trouble with still effective because Czechoslo- of Czechoslovaks who vegetated 
· ·- reaking off relations is that it vakia still nee_ds trade With the miserably and hopelessly for many 

can only be done .once and that West. But wtth every passing nionths in Germany have returned· 
restricted representation is better month it becomes less so, as and thrown themselves on the 
than none. Czechoslovakia is progresstyely in- mei'cy of Communist authorities .. 

, tegrated into the autarchic East News of that kind travels fast. 
Shift to Sterner View 1 European economic s:.cstem an!l This is tho ·kind of thing against· 

But in the past six weeks top-~l!conomic dependenee 08 the West which the Voice of America can-
flight United States• diplomats is reduced. not compete. 

· have been rapidly swinging to To make herself independent dt These are the. issues rapidly com-

! 
sterner views, whfch one of themlthe West in transportation Czecho· ing to a climax in our .relations\. 
formulated as follows: slovakia is developing a free port with Russ-ia's satellites; They re•; 

Dtplpmati.c missions behind the at Stettin and helping to develop /quire swift and bold decisions_ 

TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1950. 
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