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PR EFATCE

It is curious that a country as
easily accessible as Holland should
be so little known throughout the
civilized world. Information glean-
ed from visitors reveals the wide-
spread belief that Holland is a land
of clogs and baggy trousers, wind-
mills and canals, bulb-fields and
farms. These, it is true, can be seen
in their place and season, but the
ateraction of Holland lies far beyond
its national costumes, bulb-fields
and scenery.

. The country has a culture of its
own which goes back hundreds
of years. Architecture of Dutch
origin can be seen the world over,
Dutch paintings are regarded as
treasures in every Art Museum, and ’
Dutch craftsmanship — from ship-
building to chinaware — needs no
recommendation.
~ This small book in no way pre-
tends to be a complete guide to
Holland. It describes the main points
of interest in Dutch towns and
touches lightly on history, industry,
agriculture, music, art, etc. Its pur-
pose is well fulfilled if, taking ad-
vantage of a sincere welcome, the
visitor makes his way through this
small land and leaves with pleasant

and lasting memories.
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AWAILS

Holland, ~cith her glorious maritime bistory, bas an

indissoluble tie with the sea... ber greatest friend

and most implacable foe! A comparison of old maps

with those of to-day demonstrates the ever-present

struggle with the sea for the possession of land. Even

now the battle continues with the drainage of the

former Zuyder Zee. Wind and sea have given way

to fertile land, dotted with clusters of fields and

well-tended farms.

It is impossible in this small book
to do full justice to this fascinating
country, ard the visitor will find
only an outline of those things which
will interest him most.

Amsterdam derives its name from
Ithe dam laid across the river Amstel
in the thirteenth century (hence
the old name Amsteldam). Town
privileges were granted in 1300, and
in 148¢ Maximilian of Austria gave
Amsterdam the right to adorn its
coat-of-arms  with the imperial
crown. By this time the fame of the

town had spread ro such an extent
that many distant lands mistook it
for an independent country and
wished to conclude treaties in conse-
quence, Amsterdam has since main-
tained its position, not only as the
most important city in the Low
Countries, bur also as the capital of
the Realm of the Netherlands. From
the initial centre of local trade and
canal shipping, ir rapidly passed to
an important focal point of world
trade.

In rthe beginning of the seven-
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teenth century the town plan for a
series of concentric canals running
through and round the city was
put into cffect, thus earning for Am-
sterdam the title “Venice of rthe
North”,

There was a rapid expansion in
the vears following 1920. The big
land expropriations of 1921 increased
the town area to some 43,000 acres.

New districts sprang up, with spa-~

cious streets and squares, wide arte-
rial roads, suburban parks and gar-
den villages, 2,200 acres of wood-
land were artificially created and
new harbour installations brought
shipping facilities completely up to
date.

Within Amsterdam itself every in-

tellectual taste is catered for, The
Rijksmuseum houses a world-famous
collection of paintings (including
Rembrandt’s Night Watch, after its
recent cleaning), sculpture and ex-
amples of industrial arts. Modern
paintings can be seen at the Stedelijk
Musewm, exhibits from overseas ter-
ritories at the Indisch Instituut, while
lovers of Rembrandt will find an

_almost complete collection of his

ctchings permanently exhibited _in
the house where he used to live
(Rembrandthuis).

Among other places of interest
are the Zoo (Natura Artis Magistra
— Artis for short), with its fine
aquarium, the Royal Palace, built in
1648, the St. Anthonies Poort or




Wuag (weighing house), a city gate
built in 1488 and now used as a
historical museum, the Oude Kerk
(Old Church), the building of
which began in 1306, the Zuiderkerk
(South Church), built in the years
1603-1611 and the Westerkerk (West
Church), 1620-1630.

Amsterdam s also a very well-
known centre of music. Performan-
ces by the orchestras of the Concer:-
gebouw and the Netherlands Opera
sBould not be missed.

he region around the capiral
invites exploration. A trip ro the
Waterland — the marshlands north
of Amsterdam — rakes the sightseer
through the real Dutch landscape of
these parts, pasture, arable land and
compact, well-built cortrage farms.
These farms are scattered haphazard-
ly over the countryside and are a
delight to see.

The Isle of Marken stands in the
IJsselmeer (formerly the Zuvder
Zee). This small
island is known
the world over
for the pictures-
que, traditional
dress of the pop-
ulation and the
characteristic
houses, quaintly
decorated  and
built on earth
4o unds or wood-

‘piles, Marken is always worth
visiting, but especially so on week-
days, when the inhabitants are
engaged in their normal rasks. The
main industry is wood carving and
the making of wooden shoes.

The typical fishing village of Vo-

lezzdam, no less famous than the Isle
of Marken, strerches along the sea
dyke. Churchgoing here on Sunday
mornings is a scene which should
not be missed.

Nor:h of Vo-
lendam  lies the
delightful  Zuy-
dzr Zee town of
Edam. This re-
gion enjoyed
grear  prosperity
in the days when
the fleert of de
Ruyter was being
built on the slip-
wn}'s.

Still further north, through Alk-
maar, Hoorn and Enkbuizen, is the
Afsluitdijk, the main dyke separating
the IJsselmeer from the North Sea.
Alkmaar, with its stately St. Law-
rence Church, ancient dwellings, bas-
tions and moats, is full of history and
memories. The Cheese Marker on
Friday mornings is internationally
famous. Many thousands of specta-
tors the year round wartch the spec-
tacle in the market place, with its old
Waag (weighing house). The main
atrraction lies in the costumes of the
cheese porters, cach dressed accor-
ding ro his Guild.

Hoorn, on the borders of the 1]s-
selmeer, preserves a wealth of memo-
ries from a glorious past. The statelv
mansions and spacious warchouses
teszify to the activiry of this town in
the days of the Fast India Company.

Enkbuizen — of especial attraction
to visitors interested in old Dutch ar-
chitecrure — is casily reached by rail
from Hoorn. Few places have so
rerained thoir seventeenth-century
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character, despite the néw buildings
crecred since 1890,

The Isle of Wieringen, where the
son cf the Kaiser was interned, is
connccted by the Afsluitdijk (nearly
20 miles long and 150 feet wide) to
North Holland in the east and
Friesland in the west,

The west coast of Holland also of - .

fers many opportunities for tourists
staying in Amsterdam. The port of
entrance from the North Sea to Am-
sterdam Harbour is located at

IJmuiden and has four loclss of diffe-
rent sizes, The newest 2nd largest —
the Northern Lock — is 1,320 feet
long, 55 fcet wide and has a sill of
47 feet. It surpasses in size any othef
structure of its kind in the world.
Like IJmuiden itself, the lock was
destroyed in the war, On the 18th
of July, 1946, however, the recon-
struction was celebrated by the pas-
sing through of the 20,000 ton motor
vessel Oranje and passage to Amster-
dam Harbour was once again prﬁ"l-

ded, even for'%ae
largest merchant
ships.

Haarlem, the
capital of the
Kennemerland, is
twenty ~ minutes
by train from
Ijmuiden, and is
one of the sub-
urban towns of
Amsterdam. It
possessesa church
— St. Bavo -
which is cele-
brated for its
organ and caril-
lon. There is also
a_ typical old

Dutch Markt,
dominated by the
Vleeshal (meat

marker), a mag-
nificent picce
Renaissance
chitecture, buile
In 1602. Haarlem
1s 2 favourite de-
Parture point for
SPring excursions
to the bulb-fields

Cheese Marke ay Albkmaa
(Pbsts ). . ras Agimac




in the vicinity of the town. The
Dutch bulb-fields in bloom are with-
out question one of the most beauti-
ful sights in Europe, if not the world.
There are more fields further to the
cast between Bennebroek and Hil-
legom, Lisse and Sassenbeim:. Sea-
sonal trips can be made by canal
barges in the midst of this riot of
colour. Even more enjoyable, how-
ever, is the view from the observa-
tion tower at Hillegom.

vcar to Hillegom is Noordwijk-
’-Sea, one of the largest and most
modern of Holland's bathing re-
sorts. There is a perfect beach for
bathing and surf-riding, with other
amenities in the way of tennis, golf
and horseriding. Woodlands and
dunes abound and always, in the
spring, there are the bulb-fields.
Noordwijk is a centre for bulb-
growers and fine panoramic views
in colour can be obtained from the
tops of the dunes,

The Hague, on the way by
train or car to Rotterdam, is the
administrative capital of the \ethcr-

lands and houses

the Royal Palace
and Government
buildings.  The
centre square of
the city (Vijver-
berg) is bound
by the Ridderzaal
" (Hall of Knights),
built 1n 1280, the
Binnenhof (Inner Court) and Bui-
tenhof (Quter Court) and the Voor-
hout, a2 wide avenue. The fine
Hofvijver (Court Pond) is in the
centre. In spite of progress and war
the imposing buildings still rerain

their ancient splendour. Amongst the
other principal sights of The Hagu:
are the Peace Palace, built in the
years 19o7-1913, the Maurirtshuis, for-
mcrlv a palace and now a museum
for old Dutch painrings, the Gevan-
genpoort (Prison Gate) . with its erst-
while torture chambers and the
fourteenth-century  Sr, Jacobskerk
(Church of St. James).

The Hague possesses its own sare-
lite bathing resort
— Scheveningen.
Here again the
visitor has a
choice of beach
barhing, dunes or
woodlands. There
is an extensive
and varying pro-
gramme of enter-
uinments, including concerts and
musical festivals at the Kurhaus
Concert Hall,

A little to the south-east of The
Hague lies Delfr, ancient town of
the Princess of Orange. The Nieuwe
Kerk (New Church of Church of St.
Ursula), with its magnificent tower
and carillon, is well worth inspee-
tion. Inside can be seen the Mauso-
leum of Prince William the First (the
Silent) and the crypr of the Royal
Family. The Old or St. Hippolytus
Church, dating from the thirteenth
century, is another interesting buil-
ding. It has a leaning tower which
rises high over the picruresque canal
of the Oude Delft. The Prinsenhof,
former residence of William the
Silent, is now being restored and will
shortly be opened as a2 Muscum.
Delft, incidentally, is the home of
rhe famous Delft Blue chinaware
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appear in the shops.

Somewhat more to the south is the
first harbour of the European conti-
nent — Rotterdam, with a population
the second largest in the country
(650,000 against Boo,000 in Amster-
dam). Ships from here carry passen-
Jers and freight to every pore in the
world. The city stands on both sides
of the river Meuse and is intercon-
nected by bridges and the Meuse
Tunnel. This river tunnel is the firsc
to be built in the Netherlands; it has
a total length of 3.525 feet and the

height of the ventilating shafts and -

escalators are 118 and 6 feet respec-
tively.

The Boymans' Musewm houses a
world-famous collection of old and
and modern paintings. Another

glace of interest is the newest and
vastest Zoo (Blij-Dorp).

As a result of the calamitous bom-
bing of the 14th May, 1940, when the
whole of the city centre, was de-
stroyed, there is a vast difference be-
tween pre- and post-war Rotterdam.
Strangely enough, the city is now
more interesting, or at least potenti-
ally so. The usual description of 2
town lays emphasis on the old.es-t
quarter, the newer districts taking
second place. This cannot applig.to
Rotterdam as there is no longer %ay-
old quarter; the former centre 15 2
vast and empty expanse, It is there-
fore. in the reconstruction plan that
the interest lies, and very few towns
in similar circumstances can present
such a scene of industry on such 2
scale. The architect has given full

Peace Palace, The Hague (Photo C. A. Schouten




sway to his ingenuity in town plan-
ning, careful artention having been
paid to the immediate surroundings.
New buildings will be adapted, ar-
chitecturally and aesthetically, to
their older brothers in the vicinity.

To the south-east of Amsterdam is
a region — the Gooi — lavishly en-
dowed by nature with woods and

Ab‘on
Hoarn (Pbete J. G. van Agimaal

Marken (Pboss ]. G. van Agtmaal

lakes. The old fortress rown of
Naarden lies within the Gooi, still
protected by its ancient bastions.
The townhall is Dutch Renaissance
and merits inspection; so also does
the fourteenth century church, the
Comenius Museum, the Orphanage,
with its magnificent paintings of
former governors.

H. M. Queen Juliana lives at the
Palace at Soestdijk in lovely sur-
roundings,

Somewhat further to the east is
Hilversum, rich in modem architec-
ture and home of the Dutch broad-
casting stations, The Town Hall and
school buildings, the epitome of mo-
dern designs, were planned by the

_ architect W. M. Dudok.

Utrecht lies to the south of Hilver-
sum and is completely overshadow-
ed by the Domtoren (Cathzdral
Tower), 370 feet in heighe and the
rallest edifice in Holland; it was
completed in 1382. The interlacin
canals circling the Dom give an ef-



fecct which is acsthetically unique.
Utrecht has a wealth of ancient
churches — the Janskerk, Jacobikerk,
Buurkerk, Nicolaikerk (with caril-
lon), Geertckerk and Picterskerk —
in Roman style; all date back to
the cleventh and twelfth centuries.
Muscums also abound, the Central
Museum, Archi-episcopal Museumn,
Museum of New Religious Ares, Old
Cartholic Museum, Museum of Gra-
phic Arts, Munt Kabinet (collection
of coins), Srtate Forestry Museum
(temporarily closed) and the Rail-
way Museum, Other public build-
ings, such as those of the Utreche
Fair, the Post Office and the Main
Offices of the Railways all testify
to the town’s industry.,

No visitor to Holland will wish to
leave before seeing Arnkems and the
surrounding district. Tt will be re-
membered that on the memorable
Sunday morning of the 17th Scp-

tember, 1934, 8,000 airborne troops,
commanded by General Urquhart,
descended on the villages of Oos-
terbeck and Wolfheze, a few kilo-
metres to the west of Arnhem.
After a successful landing the troops
advanced along three roads towards
the Arnhem bridge over the Rhine.
With this bridge in Allied hands
the way would have been open to
Montgomery's armies approaching
from the south, The bartle wasﬁ
epic and one of the few defeats whi

“can be really termed glorious. In the

van Limburg: Stirum School near
the bridge, British forces fought an
heroic barttle against a numerically
and mechanically supcerior foe, Else-
where in the vicinity the same
struggle went on, The Allied sol-
diers who lost their lives in the
assaule are buried in the Airborne
Cemecrery at Qosterbeek.

The battle was in strong contrast
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to the peaceful beauty of the region.
Alchough both Arnhem and Ooster-
beck suffered heavily in the fight-
ing, ecnough remains to divert at-
tention from the
war scars. In the
beautiful Sons-
beek Park fine old
trees stand senti-
nel over quiet
ponds. The Open
Air Museum ex-

hibits  rreasures
from Holland's
past and gives an insight into the
country’s folklore. Nearby are

two magnificent castles — Zypen-
daal and Rozendaal. Northward
lies the spacious park and reser-
vation of De Hoge Vcluwe, with
its Museum of modern paintings
(and some by Vincent van Gogh). In
Qosterbeek are the Mariendaal and
Hemelse parks, where the British
passcd on the night of September
25th, Woodlands also abound round
the Bilderberg, the Oorsprang and
\Wolfheze. In the district are the
ruins of the Doorwerth Castle, 2
good example of mediaeval archi-
tecture. The hills of the Wester-
bouwing and the Duno along the
Rhine give delightful opportunities
for views of the river and the Be-
tuwe, the cherry orchards of Hol-
!nd (also the scene of the Arnhem
actle),

A few kilometres south of Arnhem
liecs Nipmnegen, once the court of
Charlmagne, of which many traces
are still to be found. This once beau-
tiful town, which suffered heavily in
the war, stands on the south bank
of the River Waal,
5t Jaw's Carbedral, "s- Hertogenbosch

(Pbete AN V.V.

Again to the south is 's Hertogen-
bosch, the capital of North Brabant.
This town boasts the finest speci-
men of mediaeval architecture in the
country, the Cathedral of Str, John.

Not far from 's Hertogenbosch is
Eindboven, to which the vast Philips
factories give their industrial cha-
racter,

In the extreme south, on the old
River Mecuse, is Maastriche, which
also possesses many mediaeval fea-
turcs. The Vrythof, with the old
Lieve Vrouwenkerk (Church of Our
Lady) is outstandingly beautiful.

Near Maaseriche is one of the lar-
gest American War Cemercrics in
Europe, situated in Margraten. Its
imprcssi\'c size gives testimony ‘o
America's sacrifice in the liberanon
of Europe.

D¢ Hoge Veluwe', Arnbem
(Pbora ). H. 1un Scbuppen




The Sovercign State of the Nether-
lands was officially recognised in
1648 at the Peace of Munster and
Westphalia. This recognition, how-
cver, was merely an acknowledge-
ment of the status gquo. The United
Provinces of the Netherlands ori-
ginated in 1579, when the Northern
provinces joined together to form
the Dutch Republic at the beginning
of the eighty years' war. Before that
time a cerain solidarity existed be-
tween counties and other forms of
landed property. This solidarity was
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necessitated by common interest and
outlook in the fifteenth century. The
cultural unity of the Netherlands
is thus much older than is generally
assumed,

The unity and independence oF
the Low Countries started to grow
— in substance if not in form — during
the Middle Ages, when France and
the German Empire simultaneously
developed into European powers.
The rterritory of the Netherlands
was outside the direct cultural
sphere of both, though their influ-



ence was strongly fele. As a result
the Dutch people gradually buile up

" their own specific national features,
untouched by political or religious
schisms.

Life on the deltas of the Rhine,

Meuse, Scheldt and Ems (an impor-
tant buttress of world trade) in-
fused into the people a sense of

unity and gave them their distine-
tive trait — a typical civic culeure,
As carly as the sixteenth century the
nobility and town notables coop-
erated. Feudalism was gradually sup-
planted by an carly form of demo-
cracy. Neither prelate nor prince
could maintain his position against
the towns in the Low Countries,

e -

= B.C. The Romans at the time of Julius Caesar invade the Low
Countries, ' .

70 A.D. The Batavians fail in their rise against the Romans,

300. Franks and Saxons supersede the Romans,

500——800. The Netherlanders become Christians.

768—814. Rule of Charlemagne.

843. The Netherlands become part of Lothaire’s Empire, .

911—1482, Under the rule of several counts the Netherlands develop
inte 2 cultural entity.

1482—1581. Rule of the Hapsburgs.

1515. Native-born Charles V, later Emperor, commences his rule of the
Netherlands,

" 1517. Beginning of the Reformation,

1521. First imperial edict against the Reformation,

1533. Birth of William I, Prince of Orange, “The Silent™,

1555. Philip Il succeeds Charies V as Lord of the Necherlands and
Spain, ;

1566. TP:e nobles petition Philip for more political and religious free-
dom, .

1567. The Duke of Alva becomes governor of the Netherlands with
instructions to quell all rebellion and make the Netherlands feel
their dependence on Spain. The Inquisition. William of Orange
flees the country.

)568. First armed revolt against the Spanish rule. Execurion of the
Counts of Egmont and Hoome, William of Orange crosses the
Afeuse ar the head of an army,

Beginning of the Eighty Years' War,
1575. Leyden rewarded with a university for valour during the sicge.
1579. Reconciliation of the Southern Netherlands with Spain, The

Northern countries lay the foundation of political unity,
13



1581,
1584.
1588,
1595.
1602,

The States General denounce obedience to Philip.
Willism of Orange murdered in Delft by Spanish agent.
Destruction ‘of the Spanish Armada.

First Nerherlands voyage to the East Indies.

Founding of the Dutch East India Company.

1609-1621. Truce with Spain.

1612.
1619.
1621.
1626.

1642,
1648.

1652,

The Durch found New Amsterdam (later New York).
Founding of Batavia.

Founding of the Dutch West India Company. )

The Dutch buy Manhattan Island from the Red Indians for
24 dollars,

Abel Tasman discovers New Zealand. R
Peace of Munster and Westphalia; end of the Eighty Years' Vg3t
Dutch independence recognized.

The Dutch establish Cape Colony (Capetown).

1652—1654. First war with England.

1588,

Defeat of the Spanish Armada by combined British and Dutch
forces.

1661. Holland loses Brazil to Portugal,
1665-1667. Second war with England.

1667,
1685.
1689.

1697.

De Ruyter's raid on Chatham.

More than 10,000 Huguenots seek refuge in Holland. .
Mary Stuart marries William 1II, Stadtholder of Holland, They
become sovereigns of England.

Peter the Great of Russia in the Netherlands to study ship-
building. '

1780--1784. Fourth war with Britain; a heavy blow to trade.

1795.

1802.
1810,
1810.
1813.

1814.

French troops march into Holland, Stadtholder William V flees
to England.

Peace of Amiens.

Louis Napoleon, King of the Netherlands.

Holland annexed by France.

The French driven out. The furure King William I lands at
Scheveningen,

Treaty of London, Holland's colonies restored to her with excep-
tion of Ceylon and the Cape Colony,

The Netherlands receive their first constirution and becomg(
monarchy,

1815—-1840. Reign of King William 1,

1815.
1830.

Belgium and Holland united,
Belgian revolt.

1839. Holland recognizes Belgian independence.
1840-1849. King William IL.
1849--1890. King William III.

16



1860.
1863.
1880,
1890.

1898,
1907.
1909,
1925.

Abolition of slavery in the East Indies.

Abolition of slavery in the Wesr Indies.

Birth of Queen Wilhelmina.

Wilhelmina succeeds William III, with her mother Emma as
Queen Regent.

Coronation of Queen Wilhelmina,

Peace Palace built at the Hague.

Birth of Princess Juliana.

First flight of a Dutch plane to the Indies.

1927-1932. Construction of the Afsluitdijk.

1937.

Princess Juliana marries Prince Bernhard.

1940-1945. The Netherlands under German occupation,

1941,
'12.
1945.
1948.

The United States, England and Holland at war with Japan.
Battle of the Java Sea. Netherlands East Indies occupied.

The Netherlands and the Indies liberared.

Abdication of H.R.H. Queen Wilhelmina. H.R.H. Princess Juliana
becomes Queen of the Netherlands.

The Canonshor,
by Willem van de Velde




Fight ginst

The saying goes that God created the world, but the
Dutch made Holland. This originated from the fact
that a large part of the country has been reclaimed
from the sea — forty per cent, at least, of the total
surface area. To this day there is a constant guard
against the sea reclaiming its own . ..

It was somewhere between the
tenth and twelfth centuries that the
inhabitants of these lowlands — for
the most part marsh and small is-
lands except for some moors and
forests in the east and south — made
their first efforts in the building of
dykes and the reclamation of land.
It was not, however, until the thir-
teenth century that the serious
battle against the sea began, The
advance was initally slow, one acre
at a time, with a history of failure
after success and success after fail-
ure. Gradually, however, the bartle
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was won and dykes slowly arose
from the sea.

Drainage was an immediate pro-
blem. The disappearance of sea water
gave way to flooding by rain and
surface water, This necessitated the
digging of a vast network of ditches,
the water emptying into spccia
constructed canals. Stll there was
no security; any untoward rise in
the level of water meant that the
polder — as the reclaimed land was
called — became warerlogged. In the
early days this difficulty was over-
come by the use of wooden buckets,

(Phote's K. Maaihant






which were empried by hand on
the outer side of the dyke. The
firse ,mr:-flcnuhng Innovation was a
hand-worked mill,
attached ro the

buckets
wheel, By this

with

THIS IS HOW THE DUTCH
MADE AN ISLAND
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BLACK: land below or on

level with mean water level
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means the water was literally ladled
out of the ditches

I'he fifteenth century saw rthe
first windmills, the hke of which
stll dominate many parts of the
Dutch landscape. Though the prin
ciple of the windmill remained the
same for hundreds of years, there
were many technical improvements
the latest of which was the “Dek
ker” system (one feature being the
streamlining of the arms). Generally
\puuklng, however, steam orgglec
trically  driven pumping s‘
have taken over the conrtrol of the
water level. Holland now has onc
of the largest pumping stations in
Furope, with a capacity of approx-
imately 6.5 million tons of warter
a day.

Use of windpower was the signal
for land reclamation on a large
scale. Between the year 1500 and
the present day, something like
1,600 square miles of arable land
have been wrested from the sea.

I'he supervision of these polders
s in the hands of the *“Warer-
schappen”, who work in close co-
operation with the Ministry of
“Warerstaat” for the maintenance
and extension of the polder system.
These bodies are vested with great
power and authority in times of
flood or other emergency. Although
the organisation of the polder
boards 1s based on rradition, gyith
the consequent “red rape”, &(h
practical commonsense is alwavs
uppermost,

The greatest feat of hydraulic
engincering ever undertaken in this
country is without doubr the re-
clamation of the Zuvder Zee. The

ons
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first stage of this undertaking was
the building of a dyke connecting
the coast of North Holland with
that of Friesland, thus isolating the
Zuyder Zee from the North Sea.
As rivers ran into what would
subsequently be a lake, provision
also had to be made for locks to
control the lake level.

A start was
coasts In 1927,

made from both
the North Holland
side taking in the Isle of Wierin-
gen. In the hcginning of 1932, the
dvkeheads from both sides had
nearly met. The increased flow of
water through the ever-narrowing
gap caused grear difficulties, bur in
May of 1932 the gap was finally

LOWEST
POINT

6.61 meters
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closed — and the Zuyder Zee be-
came the IJsselmeer,

The Afsluitdijk, as this greartest
of dvkes is called, 1s appnmm.ncly
20 miles long, 300 feer wide and
rises 21 feet above mean warer level.
The top of the dvke now forms a
magnificent road connecting the
two provinces.

The second stage of this great
reclamation project was the building
of a second dvke southward from
the Isle of \\'iéringcrr I'he purpose
of this was to enclose the ViJrin-
germeer, a shallow srrerch of w arer
covering some 50,000 acres of soil.
Whilst the dvke was still under
construcrion, pumping stations were
being built and
floating dredgers
were digging ca-
nals in what was
ro be the first pol-
der of the Jssel-
meer. The dyke
was complered in
1929 and in Au-
gust of that year
the pu]dcr was
dry, ;00 million
tons of water hav-
ing been pumpcd
out. A nerwork
of ditches drain-
ed away the rain-
water, which in
rurn washed the
salt out uf.h('
soil.

\Meanwhile, 1m-
mediate use had
been made of the
canals to trans-
port building ma-

THE
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terials and in a very short time three -
villages sprang up, complete with .

schools, churches and all amenities.

By 1934 the soil was. of a-high

agricultural. quality, free of salr.
This was the signal to start building
51z modern farms, The success of
the enterprise can be ;gauged by
the fact that in 1940 the inhabitants
of the polder numbered 6,000.

Tragedy came all too quickly.

With the advance of the Allied
troops in 1945 the Germans opened
the dykes — and the roil of years
was washed away in a few hours.
After the liberation came the heart-
rending task of repair. The gaps
were closed again, the pumping
stations set to work and the Wie-
ringermeer was reclaimed for the
second ‘ time in its short history.
Work is still' going on in the repair
of damaged buildings.

All this time another polder had
been taking shape in the greater
reclamation scheme, that in the
north-east. It was well under way

until ‘retarded by World War 1L
Now, however, this area of 125,000
acres is dry and under ‘cultivation.

‘Maﬁy‘ a young farmer there has

found. opportunity and a home.
Two other projects, the future
south-western and southern polders,
have yet to be started, They have
an_acréage of ,135,000 and- 225,000
respectively, and when they are
complescd the agricultural surface
of Holldnd will have been incg‘:ed
by ten .per cent. The reci®med
land in -all will offer employment

.to 300,000 people, where formerly

only 3,000 fishermen eked out a
meagre existence. The inscription
on the Afsluitdijk monument, which
reads A nation alive builds for its
future, rightly interprets the spirit
of this national enterprise.

This chapter cannor be  ended
without mention of the larest fear in
dyke-building at Walcheren. This
rich island in the province of Zee-
land was the key position in the
German defence of Antwerp, so

POLDER

e —

This is how the Dutch keep

their polde.'s dry

The water is higher than the land!




Rever View mear Zaltbommel

necessary to the Allies for the liber-
ation of the Low Countries and the
invasion of North Germany. In
order to free the Belgium port the
enemy had to be dislodged from
Walcheren and allied bombers blast-
@ four big gaps in the dyke sep-
arating Walcheren from the sea.
The inrushing flow of water flood-
ed many of the German strong-
holds, but even so many thousands
of British and Canadian soldiers
were lost before the Germans were

(Phets ). G. ram Agrmaal

finally defeated in this sector.

The successful rebuilding of the
dyke after the libération can justly
be claimed one of the hardest fights -
ever experienced against the sea.
Experienced Dutch dyke-builders,
with the help of British sappers,
employed Mulberry harbour cais-
sons and thousands of tons of ror-
pedo-nerting. There were enormous
difficulties and many critical mo-
ments; the eventual success was a
triumph indeed.
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Holland has a very favourable

climate. The warm Gulf Stream

from the Caribbean Sea and the
]é) prevailing westerly wind provide
for mild winters and summers

which are seldom rtoo hotr. The

L]
east wind. usually associated with
111‘] ate 3 drop in temperamure, 1§ buffered

ea, and generall brings

fine weather I‘ht‘ l AStern P[n..:n

ces have more of a true llillT!Ilth-'II

limare, warmer in summer and col

der in winter

I'he best weather in Holland can
be expected berween May and Sep

tember vith ]‘J’:'- showing a PCak

e



Soif

The soil is relatively young. The
rivers Rhine and Meuse carried
gravel, clay and sand which now
form the lower strata. Glaciers in
the Ice Age, which reached half
way into Holland, formed the foun-
dation soil in the same manner as
the rivers.

The upper strata were built up
by decaying. trees and other plants
in water (thus forming peatr) and
by clay deposited during innumer-
able floods.

Coal Miwes vm Somth Limburg

Older soil is to be found in Lim-

" burg, in the extreme south-east,

where coal deposits gave life 3
flourishing mining industry, now
one of the most modernly equipped
on the continent. An important salt-
mining industry has been developed
in Overijssel, in the eastern centre
and a score of miles to the north,
at Schoonebeek, interesting oil de-
posits have been discovered and
several wells have already proved
their worth,
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The Population

The population of Holland s population is 723 per square mile,
9,500,000, the 1930 census \hm\:nu compared with 273 for the State of
a three-fold increase within a cen New York
tury, The high birth and low dearl
rates make for an average increase
of 100,000 a vear. The density of

(the highest figure of
iny Srare in the US.A) and 512
for Gt Britain.

The high rate of increase creares

DENSITY OF POPULATION
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many problems, the most urgent of
which 15 I'he
yvoung workers are absorbed mainly
in_industry, trade and transport,
agriculture ]1].:)::5}5 only a rcl,nr:\cl}
part. 1 i
impressions abroad, Holland 1s nor
primarily an agricultural country.
It is true thar agriculture, dairy-
I'.mnmg. horticulture  and fishing
add to the general prosperity, but
the_increase in arable land (reclama-
t of the Zuyder Zee) cannot
possibly cope with the increase in
population. Holland thus rakes a
large part in the world's rrade and
transport and since the healthy
growth of the population provides
one of the natural factors for the
development of industry, industri-

accommodation.

small Contrary to  general

alization 1s proceeding rapidly.
‘\lthnugh small in number, the
Dutch are ethnographically variable.
I'he countries lic in the bend of
the wide rtrack of cmigration in
past ages. The inhabitants
were the Celts, who in time were
absorbed by the Frisians, Saxons
and Frank\,' though certain Celrish
characteristics were retained. The
Saxon type prevailed most in the
north and east, whilst Franks were
most noticeable in the south. Dif-
ferences can sull be noted in lan-
guage, type and build.
Abroad, the Dutch are tradition-
assumed to be big and fair-
haired with blue eyes. Foreign visi-
tors are therefore surprised when
they find this is not generally the
case. In the north now live the big,
fair, reticent Frisians, in the sourh
the small, dark, exuberant inhabit-
ants of Brabant. The Frisians have

carliest

4

DEATHS

ys 4
B
|/'
3
1938: 20,5 p. 1000 1938: 8,5 p. 000
19446: 286 p. 1000 1946 94 p. 1000

MARRIAGES

1945; 24 p. 1000 marr.
1938: 1.9 p. 000 marr

1945; 7.8 p. 000
1938: 7.7 p. %000

their own language and literature,
both of which are carefully pre
served.

Orther derived

influences were

from the Portuguese, Jews, French
{Huguenots), Walloons and Flem-
ings who, to esCape persecution in
their own countries, found refuge

in freedom-loving Holland. This
“open-house” policy to refugees
reaped its reward in the innovation

of new industries and craftsmanship.

31



Neth.

UK
USA.

Belg.

France

GROWTH OF THE POPULATION

[

\ f \
| | |
AN AN |
7 \\\\—/ '
, 26 mill 35 mill 6.8 mill



/
\ /
‘-.\
N\
h

p /
~
—

7.9 mill 8.9 mill 95 mill

33






The

Constitution

The foundations of the Dutch Republic were laid in
1579, when the Norghern Provinces of the Nether-
lands united to form one front against Spanish agres-
sion. Provision was made for a purely democratic
form of government, with a Stadtholder at the head.
The first Stadtholder was William the Silent. Since
then the leadership of the Netherlands bas always
been entrusted to the House of Orange. The Republic
became a Kingdom in 18:4, after the defeat of
Napoleon and the end of the French occupation, and
the first constitution was approved by Parliament in
that year. There bave been nine revisions of the con-
stitution since then, the last being in 1947; another
revision is pending following the change of status of
the overseas territories.

The Constitution of the Nether-
lands guarantees fundamental demo-
cratic rights — freedom of the press,
education, freedom of religion, the
ﬁt of association, assembly and

ition. It declares the reigning
monarch to be above the law and
the ministers responsible to Parlia-
ment. Criticisms of government pol-
icy on part of the people’s repre-
sentatives are directed against the
ministers; the Head of the State,
being outside and above party pol-

itics, is not affected. When a dis-
pute between ministers and the
people’s assembly involves a fun-
damental principle, the Cabinet
resigns, If the Crown refuses to
accept the resignation, Parliament
dissolves and a general election fol-
lows.

In practice this system requires
agreement betrween the Cabinert
and the majority of Parliament,
particularly in the Second Cham-
ber.
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The government is based on a
parliamentary majority. The two
houses, or Chambers of Represen-
tatives, are called the States Gen-
cf@h the Second Chamber being the
more important of the two. The
latter has 100 members, elected by
universal suffrage on a system of
proportional representation. All men
and women who have reached the
age of 23 are entitled to vore.
Universal suffrage was obrained in
1917, when the States General ac-
cepted the necessary amendment to
the Constiturion.

The First Chamber consists of
50 members, elected by the Pro-
vinciale Staten (Provincial Estates
— provincial representative coun-
cils). These members re-read bills
accepted by the Second Chamber,
but do not possess the right of
amendment,

The Provincial Estates are repre-
sentative bodies, elected in the
same manner as the Second Cham-
ber. The number of members varies
with the size of the population in
je province they represent, and

ith whose affairs only they are
concerned. A Queen's Commission-
er acts as Chairman, assisted by a
committee of five or six members
of the Provincial Estates. These
committees are called Deputy Es-

" tates (Gedeputeerde Statem). One

of their tasks is the supervision of

Ridderzaal, The Hague

the financial side of municipal ad-
ministration,

The Council of State, appointed
by the Sovereign, acts in an advi-
sory capacity to the Crown., One
of its main duties is to study the
Bills presented by Parliament, with
special reference to their constitu-
tional properties,

The Municipalities (communes),
which enjoy a high measure of fi-
nancial and administrative inde-
pendence (checked in the critical
period before the last war), are
governed by Municipal Council —
clected by universal suffrage — and
a burgomaster who is ex officio
chairman of the council. The bur-
gomaster is appointed by the
Crown,

- :
Political
PARTIES

The Second Chamber, as elected
in 1948 consists of the Catholic
People’s Party, 32 seats; the Social
Democrats or Labour Pamy, 17
seats; the Anti-Revolutionary Party
(Protestants), 13 seats; the Commu-
nist Party, 8 secats, the Christian
Historical Union (Calvinists), ¢
seats; the Liberal Party, 8 scats; 3

seacs are divided by two small partics.
3 37






The House of
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In 1544, William of Orange, son
of William wvan Nassau-Dillenburg,
took over the Principality of Oran-
ge in the South of France and
styled himself the Prince of Orange.
He and hisbrotherssacrificed every-
thing for their beloved Holland
and the people in their turn gave
them their trust and loyalty. The
founding of the State of the Ne-
therlands was to a large extent the
life work of Prince William and it
is with good reason that this great-
est figure in Dutch history is called
the “Father of the Fatherland”.

nother name which has come
down through the years is thar of
William the Silent, so called because
of his prudence and integrity. Like
many other prominent statesmen of
his time he was the victim of po-
litical murder (1584) and his lead-
ership in the war of liberation
against Spain was short-lived. The

ways been
) and
he two 15
ain by history-:
e who led
. Countries
gled for inde-
i on the com-
f freedom

anthem, “\Wilhel-
compaosed in

Dutch nartional
mus van Nassouwe',
1570, 1s dedicated to him.

Up to the time when the Durch
Republic became a sovereign stare,
the ruler of the Netherlands was
known as rthe Stadtholder or First
Servant of the Republic. The office
was hereditary for the House of
Orange and the people never had
cause to regret their trust and con-
fidence. One of the grear figures
of the House was William 11, who
became Stadtholder in 167:. His
energetic attitude saved the country
from defear. It was this same Wil-
liam who married Mary Sruarr and
became King of Great Britain in
1688,

With the ending of the French
Occupation under Napoleon, the
Republic became a kingdom, with
William I as the first crowned
head. Two more Williams succeed-
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c¢d him and under their constitu-
tional reigns modern democracy
grew and flourished. When William
Il died in 1890 he was succeeded
to the throne by his daughter, the
ten-year-old Wilhelmina.

QUEEN WILHELMINA was
born on the jist of August, 1880.
Afrer her accession to the throne
and until her eighteenth birthday,
her mother, Emma, acted as Queen
Regent. The coronation finally took
place in 1898, and since that time
the Queen has shown all the mag-
nificent traics of the House of
Orange — love of freedom, toler-
ance and loyalty to the Constitu-
tion, Her wisdom and courageous
determination in the many difficule
years of her reign have proved a
blessing to the people of the Ne-
therlands. During her stay in Eng-
land during World War 1I she in-
spired every loyal Hollander with
new faith in the future and new
courage in the fight against German
oppression, Her reign of fifty years

has embellished the traditions of her
House with new splendour and
glory.

In September 1948 Qucen Wilhel-
mina abdicated in favor of her only
daughter, H. M. QUEEN JULIA-
NA, born on the 3joth April, 1909.
She married PRINCE BERNHARD
VON LIPPE-BIESTERFELD in
1937. During the war H.R.H. stayed
in Canada, where she worked tire-
lessly on behalf of her country. The
Prince, as an officer of the Dul(Ch
Forces, gave himself fully to the
Allied cause. Since their rerurn to
Holland their interest in every form
of welfare and their frequent public
appearances, in company with the
four princesses, have made them ex-
tremely popular. The names of the
four princesses are BEATRIX, born
on the 3ist January, 1938; IRENE,
the sth of August, 1939; MAR-
GRIET, the 19th of January, 1943;
MARIJKE, the 18th of February,
1947. Princess Margriet was born in
Canada.







Religion

The Constitution provides for complete liberty of

worship. In addition,

there is equality of rights and

privileges without prejudice to creed or faith. The
whole nation possesses, within the law, the same
claims to dignities, office and service.

Religion plays a big part in the
life of the Durch people. It touches
on education, social welfare, poli-
tics and art. A definite sectarianism
is markedly manifest in the small
things of everyday existence. Dif-
ference of opinion, however, does
not affect the unity of the people
in time of stress. No stronger proof
of this was ever given than during
the German occupation.

The religious population in 1946
was divided (in percentages) as fol-
lows: Protestants, 47; Roman Ca-
tholics, 31; other denominations, 1,
no denomination, 20; unknown, 1.
The southern part of the country
(south of the big rivers) is predom-
inantly Roman Catholic, whilst the
north is mainly Protestant,

Of the Protestant section, the
Nertherlands Reformed Church has
the greatest number of followegs.
It is often referred to as the Gv
Kerk (Big Church) and has internal
gradations from liberal to orthodox.
The remaining Protestants embrace
the various Calvinistic Sects, whose
differences lie in slight variations of
interpretation of creed or Bible.

Wessertares, Amiterdam



Sport is one of the main’ recreations of the
Dutch people. Any form of ourdoor activity
counts its adherence by the tens of thousands.
Football, tennis, sailing and skating are especi-

ally popular...
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Dutch children are compelled by
law to attend school from their
six to their fifteenth year,

The Primary school has a six-
year curriculum which, though dif-
fering in merthod, is similar in all
schools.

Secondary education. with its
many variations, follows the Pri-
mary. Those who aspire to a Uni-
versity require a diploma from a
High School, Latin School or Ly-
ceum (a combination of the first

Open-air School, Amsicrdam

two). The courses in these scho-!s
are five or six years in duration.

Between the universities and the
secondary schools are the Technical
Colleges. Each of these specialises
in one particular subject, .., engi-
neering, chemistry, agriculture, etc.
A minimum of at least three years at
a High School is an essential prere-
quisite to admission. The very up-
ro-date Schools of Domestic Science
also come within the category of
Technical Colleges.




A Modern Sibool, Hilveriu

For a country like Holland there
are naturally a number of first-class
naval training schools, schools for
fishery, canal shipping, and the like.

There are special Vocational
Training Schools for children from
the age of twelve upwards who
do not attend Secondary Schools.
These training schools prepare chil-
dren f;)r their furure careers and
cater for industry, dairy-farming,
agricu.lmre. etc. Many o?:he induE-
trial schools are sponsored by large
manufacturing concerns.

Day and evening<class facilities
are also provided for commerce and
engineering.

Righer
EDUCATION

Holland has six universities and
four academies (the latrer have only
one Faculty). Leyden, Amsterdam,
Utrecht, Groningen and Nijmegen
are university towns, Of these, Am-

sterdam possesses two universities,
a Calvinistic and a neutral. The
university at Nijmegen is Roman
Catholic,

The oldest Dutch university is at
Leyden. It was founded by Prince
William of Orange in tribute to the
town’s strong resistance during the
Spanish siege.

The academies are the Engincer-
ing Academy at Delfr, the Agri-
cultural Academy ar Wageningen,
the Economics Academy at Rotrer-
dam and the Roman Catholic Eco-
nomics Academy at Tilburg. In
addition, Amsterdam houses the
State Academy of Fine Ars, the
School of Music (Conservaroire), the
Theatrical Academy, the School of-
Physical Culture and a Training
School for Social Workers.

Attention is also paid to the edu-
cation and training of the physic-
ally and menully backward. 150
special schools are provided and
there are many educational centres
for the deaf and dumb.

A striking example of the Duwch
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respect for diplomas are the trade
courses run for grocers, butchers,
bakers, drapers, etc. In order to
receive a licgace from the local
Chambers of Commerce, would-be
traders must be In possession of a
diploma, no manner what their
previous cducation.

Some mention of the kindergar-
tens should not be omitted. They
are for children up to six years of
age and number 1,963 throughout
the country. Fither the Froebel, the
Montessort or a combmation of
both system are employed

I'he health of all schoolchildren
is checked at regular intervals by
physicians, denusts  and  school
nurses.’

Education in Holland has alwayvs

received the closest arrention. There
was much political discord on this
point in the vear 1goo, bur the
quality of education has steadily
advanced and people have
learned to appreciate the
good tuitien. The thirst for know-
ledge 1s not so much a nartural trait
as a necessiry

long
value of

Because of her geo-
gra})hlc.ﬂ position, Holland's con-
tact with other countries i1s direct
and manifold and a knowledge of
foreign languages, L'\puc:nll_\‘.m_,-
lish, French and German (ane™to a
lesser extent Spanish, Portuguese,
Russian and Malavan) is essential
to her economy. In consequence,
the percentage of illiterates (about
0,2 per cent) is the smallest in the
‘.\ul’in‘l.

NUMBER OF STUDENTS

1930
1931
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1941
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The bulb fields along the coast, behind the
dunes provide a lovely view during the months
of March and April. Except providing a lovely
view they give the Dutch a valuable export
product...
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The Netherlands
AND THE WAR

Like most other countries of
Western Europe, the war caused
great devastation in Holland. Ger-
many invaded the Netherlands in
1940 and the bombing of Rotrer-
dam caused great damage to one of
the most important harbours of
Europe. The buildings of the “At-
lantic Wall” entailed more damage.
Not only were some parts of The
Hague razed ro the ground, but

Damage
through

(hundations

Black : .
Areas inundated
dur‘ing the war

the sand dunes — those narural de-
fences against the sea and western
storms — were seriously weakened
by the construction of fortresses
and dug-outs inside them.

The acrual fighting in the th-
ern and eastern parts of the coun-
try caused considerable loss to
private and industrial property,

while the inundarion of Walcheren
meant heavyv marerial loss.




What the Netherlands paid for the German occupation.

[MATERIAL WAR DAMAGE]|

Direct damage
through acts
of war

anisition
and plunder

Neglect and
shrinkage
of capital

[OTHER WAR DAMAGE]|
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A\ll this, however, was the natural
fortune of war,
was the

Less pardonable
senseless and deliberate
destruction of the port installations
of Amsterdam and Rortterdam and
the vicious inundations on part of
the Germans a few
their surrender.

weeks before

The Durtch Navy suffered heavy

losses when in action with the
Allied Navies. .
I'he Merchant Navy also pad
heavy tribute
The indirecr loss - that of world
trade IS €Ven MOre severe, as can

be seen bv the figures below

PRIVATE
CARS

100000

G o)

MOTOR
CYCLES

66000

gl .

14250 49000

e =

3250 6§000

MOTOR
BUSSES

w’a—"‘aﬁﬁ

1700 2200

TRUCKS,
YANS

54000

20300 50000

S0
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Allied Wargraves

o Hollind

In a large number of cemeteries in
Holland lie the bodies of Allied sol-

diers who lost their lives in World

VKO 1.

The Netherlands War Graves
Committee is especially concerned
with these cemeteries, More than
forty thousand servicemen lie buried
in Ductch soil; these were the com-
rades-in-arms of many thousands
more who drove the encmy away.

It gives comfort and consolation to
those who mourn the loss of loved
ones to know thar in addition to
official care and maintenance, most
of the graves have been adopted by

-'. -

individuals or groups. These good
people tend the graves, lay flowers
on them and in many cases corres-
pond with the next-of-kin.

The memory of the dead remains
alive not only with those who
mourn them, There are others also
who know and appreciarte that free-
dom for which so many lives
were lost. It is because of this thar
the Dutch people tend the allied
graves with the same love and care
as they do those of their own
brothers who made the supreme
conrtribution to the common cause
and common victory.

e
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Public Finance

The financial position of the Ne-
cherlands is as sound as can be ex-
pected from 4 country- which s
not only recovering from a dev-
asrating war but is also sharing the
responsibility of 2 younger brother
(Indoncsia), irself in grear difficul-
ties.

Twenty-five per cent of the
national income of $4.139.000,000 is
claimed for raxes, This is insuffi-
cient to cover the transitionary
period leading to full recovery and
the sum “of $376,000,000 is. bor-
rowed from internal sources and an
cqual amount obtained from abroad,
cither by loans or from the sale of
assers.

There is good reason to forecast

Taxation

Death duties and taxaton are no
more to be avoided in Holland
than anywhere clse. As indicated
above, raxation accounts for 2§ per
cent of the national income, but
this does not include the proceeds
of the capital levies (which corre-
spond to'some extent to the Excess
Profits Tzx in Great Briain). The
levies claimed 50 ro go per cent of
war profits and 4 to 19 per cent
of capital.

The fiscal administration is righdy
reputed to be reliable. A charac-
teristic feature of post-war legisla-
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that the budget will finally be bal-
anced in 1951. The national debt
will then probably amount to
$9,308,000,000, twice the narional
income. Before the war the national
debt was jo per cent of the in-
come.

An almost exemplary “mone:g'
purge” was carried out in 1945 and
made a great impression on finan-
cial experts abroad. All banking
accounts were frozen and the ex-
isting currency declared invalid.
After fiscal demands were satisfied
a new currency was issued, though
capirtal above a cerain amount was
not freed. There have so far been
two capiral levies (one on war pro-
fits) in addition to normal taxacion,

tion is that it permits the minister
of finance to exercise a certain
leniency in order to avoid hard-
ship. Consideration is always given
to threatened hardship, especially
where foreigners are concerned. The
position of the latter was greatly
improved in the second half

1947. A forcign concern in posses-
sion of more than 25 per cent of
the shares in a Dutch corporation
is raxed not more than 15 per cent on
the dividends by which it benefits.
The agreement recendy concluded
with the United States (nor yer



however, ratified) dxspemes even
with this 15 per cent in the case of
persons domiciled in America,

Foreigners may also be” exempted
from taxation (income tax or cor-
poration tax) if they possess real
estate in the Nertherlands, a claim
covered by a mortgage, or a con-

The Stock

Betore the war the Stock Exchange
in Amsterdam was one of rthe
world's greatest financial centres,
Though transactions are now se-
verely limited by currency restric-
tions, the admirable organisation

B. P. M. (Shell) effces. The Hague.

'ﬂllllllllll
_"llllllllll '---It]lllllmwn

cern or private shares in a corpo-
ration.

Wide fiscal treaties are in existence
with England, Belgium and Swe-
den; talks with the U.S.A. are now
in progress, There are treaties with
other countries but these have a
limited sphere of action.

Exchange

is by no means wasted. Dutch
financial experts soon found a new
sphere of activity in the field of
triangular transactions. Close atten-
tion has been paid to South Ame-
rica in this respect,

Hr.tr.um gﬂ:'w\ﬁ
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Before the war the Netherlands occupied the fifth
place in the world’s trade with 5.1 per cent of the
total. This figure was exceeded only by Great Britain
(29.7 %) the U.S.A. (11.3%,), Germany (9.4°%,) and
France (6.7 %). No other country showed a per@}-
tage greater than 3.5,

EXPORTS in 1938 $ 392 million (14,429,000 tons)
Manufactured goods ..............0 281 million (12,319,000 tons)
Produce of agniculture, cattle farming,

fisheries, forestry and game

shooting ...oooviiu i, ¢7 million ( 1,791,000 tons)
IMPORTS in 1938 $ 534 million (22,779,000 tons)
Manufactured goods ................ 377 million (18,712,000 rons)
Agricultural produce, ete. .......o..L. 137 million ( 4,067,000 tons)

( Expores covered imports at the rate of 73.5%. ]

R
EXPOTIS il 4947 «eevaverrannnnneennnnas § 308 million { 3,919,167 tons)
Trpores i Bggs oooiiiiiii 880 million (11,763,927 rons)

W

PERCENTAGE VALUE OF IMPORTS

104+ ' 1939

USA, cierimenneiaransnnes 249 Germany .................. 23.5
Greac Britain ......o00ieln 16.2  Belgium and Lutcmburg 14.§
Belgium and Luxemburg .... 141 France ..............._.... 5
Sweden ......aee- veeraenrn 63 Sweden .................... 2.8
FLanCe oeeveeeeveecenencnns PR S“lt]’.ﬂl‘lind Chmtesctecranne. 1.8
‘The Argenting ....c.o.e-e. 39 Rusia ... 1.4
CUTACAD  cevevrncsonsannsss 34 Poland ... .4
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1947

Canada ...........cc00nneen 3.1
Switzerland ................ 2.9
Germany ........oceevene . 1.6
Brazil .oeiiiniciivnanesicass 1.8
Czecho-Slovakia ............ 1.6
Other countries ............ 149

....................
....................

----------------------

Denmark
Spain
Other countrics

..................

----------------------

PERCENTAGE VALUE OF EXPORTS

1947

Belgium and Luxemburg .... 121.4
Gr{} Britain .............. 1.z
Sweden ...coivinnssnaeisees 79
France

1939-
Germany
Belgium and Luxemburg ....
France
Sweden

..................

....................

....................




PERCENTAGE VALUE OF EXPORTS (ions from page 531

194~

Germany .................. 6.7
WSA:  osmsmais & o o5 avs 4.8
Neth, Indies: coocwviin oo 3.3
Norway .................... 33
Denmark .......... ... ... 3.1
Czecho-Slovakia ............ 3
Finland . oocom v vnvsosmnan s 1.4
Other countries ....... 20

The absence of trade with the
German  hinterland is a1 serious
problem for the Netherlands and
its recovery is cssential to Dutch
economy. Progress is slow and little

1939

[ 1] 6 ) 1.§
6Ly 5 o e s smmmmmemaisis g 1.2
Poland ... .. ............. 1
SPAIn .00 v 18 o6 57 50 5E SRR 0.8
Finland . ...... ... ......... 08
Hongary . .. .. .e.sssnass 0.2
Orther countries ............ 58.9

support is given to Holland ig.her
cfforts ro improve the sitdigson.
Payment in deferred Marks or
Dollars affects the issue to a large
exrent,

For information on exports enquirers are referred to Netherlands diplo-
matic and consular representatives abroad.

Application for the list of exporrable goods can be made at the Economic
Information Scrvice, Bezuidenhourseweg 62, The Hague.

Those who wish te ger in rouck with Durtch exporters are asked to
avail themselves of the services of the Netherlands Chambers of Com-

merce in:

Brussels, 4 Anspachlaan.

Buenos Aires, 25 de Mavo Bi,

Geneva, 8 Ruc Bovy Lysberg.

Mexico DF, §1 Calle de Liverpool,
desp. so4.

Milan, § Via Lorenzo Masche-

roni.

London, 17 Park Street W, 1.

Paris. 109 Boulevard Malesherbes.
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New York, 41 East gind Stgeet,
room trot NY 17. -

Zairich, 2 Pelikanstrasse,

Prague, 14 Na Princope, Praha Il

San  Francisco, 1233 California
Street, San Francisco 11.

Centraal Instituut ter Bevordering v.
d. Buitenlandse Handel CIHAN,
Bezuidenhoutseweg 64, the Hague.
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Be Ne Lux @

During World War 11 the Govermments of Belgium,
the Netherlands and Luxemburg discussed the pos-
sibilities of a close post-war cooperation. As a result
of these talks an agreement was signed on September
sth, 1944, which outlined their intention in this direc-
tion. All three countries hailed the agreement as the
first positive step to economic recovery.

With rhe ending of the war,
future plans were closely studied
in the Low Countries. The poten-
ualities of cooperation berween
Holland and Belgium had increased
in every respect, economically and
politically. The different srandard
of living existing in pre-war Bel-
gium no longer formed an obstacle
to rariff regulations. Indusrrially,
the two countries could each sup-
plement the other. There were, of
course, a great many difficulties
before the agreement in principle
could be pur ro practical use, bur
with genuine goodwill on both
sides these were overcome.
Cooperation is not confined ro
economic relationship; culrure also
plghy its full part. The facr rhat
hal¥ Belgium belongs to the lingual
area of the Netherlands has for
many vears contributed to the close
friendship between the two coun-
tries. The joint introduction of a
simplified spelling is a striking
example of cultural exchange.
Conferences of the three Benelux

countries are held regularly and
several agreements have been signed
on mutual traffic and harbour
facilities. On June 14th, 1947, agree-
ment was also reached on a free
exchange of agricultural produce.
Seven days later the agreement
between Holland and Belgium was
ratified on an exchange basis of 18
billion Belgium francs over the
course of two years. In July, 1947,
the Tariff Bill was presented and
accepted in the Parliaments of both
countries. At the signing ceremony,
M. Spaak, the Belgian Prime Minis-
ter, said: “... This should ser a
good example in Europe. It is an
important date in the history of
Belgium™

Though the Tariff Union is by
no means complete or perfect and
many details have yer to be sertled,
the outstanding fact remains that
agreement has been and s being
reached. This internarional good-
will should serve as a striking ex-
ample to an otherwise unhappy and
disrupted world.
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INDUSTRY

It is very curious that people
abroad always’ look upon the Ne-
therlands as an agricultural country
and after a short stay appear to
leave with this impression confir-
med. In acrual fact, Holland is ve
highly industrialized. Shipbuilding,
for instance, developed as a narural
sequence to her topographical posi-
tion, It was abour a hundred years
ago now that wood gave way to
steel and this revolutionary method
of building ships gave life to a great
number of ancillary industries.

In 1939, 30 per cent of the natural
income was derived from industry,
which employed 39 per cent of the
available labour.

There are at the moment urgent
reasons for further industrialization,
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The population of the Netherlands
Is increasing rapidly and even when
every possible extension of arable
land is fully utilized this future sur-
plus of labour can never be fully
absorbed. There are therefore only
two alternatives to large-scale un-
employment — emigration or indus-
trialization, Emigration serves no
purpose as it only deprives the com-
munity of its more valuable and
adventurous members. An intso

development of industry is Ql‘:
looked upon as the only means of em-
ploying 40,000 people out of a toral
yearly increase of 100,000, There
are many difficulties to be over-
come before this project can be got
fully under way, most of them cau-
sed by the war. There is a universal
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shortage of raw material, resulting
in an exasperating but necessary sy-
stem of distribution under govern-
ment control with its natural ten-
dency to hamper progress. Skilled
labour was greatly depleted during
the occuparion and there was a com-
plete absence of contact with fo-
reign industrial progress. Replace-
ment of war-damaged and anti-
quared industrial equipment is slow
because of the world shortage and
tthck of hard currency.

spite of these drawbacks the
production index figure (taking 1938

at 100) rose from §6 at the end of _

1945 to to1 in January, 1948. In the
third quarter of 1947, 9.800 indus-
trics employed 755,000 people,
against 450,000 in the same period
of 1945. There was also a total rurn-

ez —aes
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Blast-Furnacas, | fmuiden

over of 795 million dollars, com-
pared with 217 million dollars.
Industrial development receives
appreciable assistance from the
Scientific Research Organisation, in-
dicated by the initials T.N.O. (Toe-
gepast Natuurwetenschappelijk On-
derzoek; with the head office ar
The Hague, Koningskade, 12). This
semi-official  institution  possesses
more than thirty laborarories and
" research centres, many of them lo-
cated in the industrial areas where
the objects of their studies are to be
found. The T.N.O. covers every
branch of science and industry and
gives advice wherever physical,
biological or chemical problems
arise or where new syntheses, pro-
cesses or designs are called for.
The following industrial survey is



brief and in no way pretends to be
complere.
Heavy Industry, Iron and steel.
Blastfurnaces can be found near
IJmuiden, where a high grade crude
iron is made. Its exports of over
100,000 tons per annum are the lar-
gest in Europe, Near Utrecht there
are big steelworks operating clec-
tric furnaces. Rolling ills can be
found at Velsen (near [Jmuiden).
for light and heavy gauge steel sheer;
act Alblasserdam (near Rotterdam)
for steel strip and wire; at Utrecly
for steel and aluminium, Tin smelt-
ing works near Arnbem refine tin
and tin ore mined in Indonesia.
There arc some 150 foundries for

Phelips Works from the air, Eindboven

different metals in every part of the
country. The principal machine
shops usually have their own foun-
dries and several of them manufac-
ture special steel alloys.

Construction. Shipyards can be
found at Amsterdam, Rotterdami,
Schiedam, Viaardingen, Dordrecht
and on the banks of the triburaries
in the vicinity of Dordrechr. All-
types of vessels of any size are built,
including special craft such as the
huge tin dredgers for lndcﬁs:z.
Bridge building and other steckzon-
struction work is also carried out In
these regions, Machinery Manufac-
ture coincides to a large extent with
shipbuilding, and several big yards

(Photo K.L.M.




have their own machine shops. Other
important centres of machine in-
dustry are: Twente (Hengelo, En-
schede), Guelderland (Apeldoorn,
Arnbem, Nijmegen and their vici-
nities), Utrecht, Haarlem, the Hague
and vicinity, North Brabant (Breda,
Tilburg, 's Hertogenbosch, Eind-
boven, Helmond, etc.) and Gronin-
gen.

Products range from steam engi-
nes, turbines, Diesel engines and lo-
rqmtivcs to aircraft, motor coaches
and bicycles, from large chemical
apparatus to the smallest rype of
food-processing device,

The Electrical Industry is equally
important and highly developed.

Electric motors from lilliput size
to minchoist giants of thousands
of horscpower, with all the neces-
sary switchgear, electric cable, wire,
erc., are made in Hengelo, Slikker-
veer, Dordrecht, Amsterdam, Delft
and Utrecht, while large transfor-
mer works are situated at Nipmegen.
There is also an extensive manufac-
rure of electric household applian-
ces at Nijmegen.,

The Philips concern is one of the
country's largest sources of indus-
trial exporr, with its main works at
Eindboven and Hilversum. Incan-
descent lamps, radios, X-ray appara-
tuses and anyrthing connecred with
“clectronics” is cither manufactu-

Inisde the Paper Factory of Van Gelder Zonen




red or in course of devclopment.
Atomic research is also part of the
programme and recentdy a Philips
cyclotron for atomic fission was in-
stalled at the University of Amster-
dam.

Absre: A Process im Diamend.cutting

Below : Glanblewrng

-most efficiendy organised mines in
the world. Inrensive mechanisation
raised the production from 1.5 mil-
lion tons in 19og to 13.4 million in
1938,

During the war this figure drop-
ped considerably, bur in 1947 the 10
million ron mark was passed again.
In spite of the thin, steeply inclined
coal seams, located at great deprhs,
production per manshift (1,645 ton)
ranks second onlv to the US.A.
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The Chemical Industry is closely re-
lated to the country's mineral wealth,
which consists mainly of coal, salt
and oil,

Coal. The Dutch collicries in the
south of Limburg rank among the




where geological conditions are so
much more favourable. Part of this
coal is converted into coke on the
site as well as at the /Jmmiden blast
furnaces. Both places have large
plant for further processing of the
gases liberated by this conversion,
and nitric ferrilizers (50,000 tons a
year), ammonia and many other de-
rivatives are obtained.

Salt. Only in the last decades have
the big sale deposits at Bockelo, in
Egstern Overijssel, been exploited.
I®%947 production was 240,000 tons,
of which 140,000 tons were expor-
ted. The salc is partly refined for

The Glass Factory at Leerdam from 1he air

consumption and partly converted
by electrolysis into caustic soda for
the rayon and soap industries. The
chlorine gas liberated at the same
time is utilised now for a growing
industry of plastics (polyvinyl), sol-
vents, and insecticides (D.D.T. and
gammexane).

Oil. Mineral oil in Holland is a
comparatively recent discovery, but
already the oilfields at Schoonebeek
(Drente) are developing satisfacto-
rily under supervision of the Royal
Dutch Shell. The product is a very
heavy oil, partly used as fuel oil,
partly broken down to give the usua!

(Pbote K L. M




lighter lubricating oils and motor
fucls. Production in 1946 was 62,000
tons, but this is expecred to be in-
creased in 1948 to some 248,000 tons.
A direct railway connection with
the large breaking down plant (2,000
t. a day) and storage depor (600,000
t.) at Pernmis near Rotterdam faci-
litates quick disposal of the oil,
Further test drilling, such as that
in Deift, points to greater possibili-
ties, which, if confirmed, will be ex-
ploited to their economical limits.
The Pharmaceutical Industry (Am-
sterdmn, Apeldoorn, Oss, Zeist,
Meppel, erc.) takes an important pla-
ce in the chemical industries. It is
famous for products such as quinine,
insulin, vitamins, hormones and other
biochemical medicines. Of late the
penicillin manufacrure, already co-
vering 40 per cent of the country’s
needs, is steadily increasing, whilst
the manufacture of other antibiotics

is also being taken up. As regards the

already extensive soap industry, new
plant for making synthetic soap, is
being built at Pernis, that large cen-
tre of chemical industry. The rub-
ber mdustry has recendy opened
two new facrories for motor tyres,
one at Enschede and the other at
’s Hervogenbosch, Bicycle tyres, rub.
ber footwear, etc,, have been stan-
dard lines for many years.

Plastic mouldings have been manu-
factured here for over rwenty years,
with raw materials (phenolics, ureas,
etc.) mostdy imported from Ger-
mazny. Recently the making of poly-
vinyl resins has been taken up and

plant which will turn cut some 4.

million pounds a year is in course
of construction at Pernis.
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Delft also is an important centre of
chemical industry, with its manu-
facture of methylated spirit, yeast,
gelatine, glue, vegerable oils, etc.
In the east of Groningen and Drente
the potatomeal industry is highly
developed, :

The zextile industry has large cot-
ton mills in Twente, Leiden, Til-
burg, Eindboven, Helmond, etc.
where woollens, linens and other
materials are woven, Here is an im-
portant carper industry at Dwe@r
and Hilversun.

The rayon industry has giant
plant at Armbem, Ede and Breda,
which play 2 big part in the Dutch
eXport programme,

The glass industry is of long stan-
ding. At Leerdmn decorative glass-
craft is specially developed.

The ceramics industry ranges from
bricks and sanitary ware to pottery
and porcelain dinner services. The
names Delft and Gouda are famous
in this respecr; Maastricht also plays
its full part in this craft,

The shoe industry is especially
flourishing in North Brabant.

The woodworking industry is oc-
cupied with the making of building
components, plywood, furniture and
toys. '

The paper industry goes in for
quality products, There also is 2
large cardboard industry, which of
late is developing new kinds of le
ding board, made of straw as well as
reed,

The diamond industry centres in
and around Amsterdan. Many fa-
mous stones have been cut and po-
lished there. Industrial dizmond will
soon form 2 large export item,



Tke Utrecht Fair

Utrecht — founded in the beginning of the Christian
era — was well known for its fairs as far back as the
twelfth century. Fwice a year now this gay city is
the Mecca of thousands of business men, manufac-
turers and buyers who flock to the famous Utrecht
Fair from all over the world. The ever-extending
buildings house the finest exhibits of Dutch and
foreign craftsmanship.

The importance of the Royal Ne-
therlands Industries Fair — that
typical clearing house berween
ccmmerce and industry — can best
be expressed in figures. At the
Spring Fair of 1948, 3064 partici-
pants exhibited products from 25
countries. These were viewed by
over z50.000 visitors from 72 foreign
countries,

Special attention is paid to guests
.from abroad in a pavilion housing
the Foreign Relations Department.

Tbe Croud ar the Indusiries Fasr, Usreche

A complete information service is
placed at the disposal of enquirers.
Here can be found particulars and
addresses of any branch of industry,
informations on import and export
formalities, facilities for banking
transactions, a tourist bureau and a
complete foodcoupon service. For-
cign visitors also find at their dis-
posal a comfortably appointed club
where they can hold business con-
ferences or read the latest inrter-
national journals.




~ Shhipping

A glance at the map wwill show why the Dutch baze
become the carriers of the Continent. With e
estuaries of the Rhine and Meuse «within her borders,
Holland is the gateway to the hinterland — Western
and Southern Germany, Eastern Belgium, Eastern
France, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia and Austria —
one of the most productive centres in the world.
The Dutch coastal towns have therefore naturally
developed into large ports ~with spacious goods de-
pots and harbour equipment developed to a high
degree of perfection for quick and expedient turi-

over,

1938 H1945 N 1946 N 1947 M1948)
DEC DEC DEC DEC JAN

* Sea-going ships entering 1758 456 656 14 753
I Sea-going ships leaving 1738 374 556 830 812

Port tratfic (in thousands 56700 11000 17700
of metric fons)

Dutch ships are again in a position
to carry goods to every quarter of
the g]c;hch. Passenger services have
also been resumed, not vet with  her ships were in their home port.
pre-war frequency, but with in- In consequence, nearly the whole
creasingly  better accommodation  of the merchant fleet served the
and speed. Allied cause, Large ocean liners,

Before the war the Dutch Mer-  such as the Nieuw- Amisterdam and
chant Navy, with a gross tonnage  Oranje, were converted into troop

of three million, took seventh p
in the world's shipping. When thc
war engulfed Holland, very few of
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carr"s and played their part in
the ®nvasions of North  Africa,
ltaly and Normandy.

Holland lost half her merchant
fleet during the hostilities, Ship-
bu&ldlng. however, is one of her
strongest assets and rthis, coupled
with the assignment of ships from
the War Reparations Board, led to

a speedy recovery. In June, 1947,
the Netherlands ranked fourth
place in the world's shipping; when
ourstanding orders have been com
}]E(ed, she will have ar her 11155111-.11
1,032 vessels with a gross tonnage
of 2.7 million — go per cent of the
pre-war volume

INLAND SHIPPING

l[nl:md shipping always plaved an
Important role in the transit trade.
Before the war Holland operared
55 per cent of the inrernarional
Rhine ship;)lng, with 6,070 ships (3.7
million tons). The Germans com-
mandeered and damaged beyond

TRANSCONTINENTA

T'he chaoric condition of the Ger-
man railways has resulted in the
o 1sation by Durch transport
firms of road services to Germanv.

L SHIPBUILDING

.-\Ct.‘nrdmg to Llovd's list of 1945,
Hn]lgnd takes the world's fifth place
In shnpbui[dmg, next to Great Bni-
tain, Sweden, France and rthe U.S.A.

repair many of the large river crafe
for their much-vaunted “England
Fahrt". Notwithstanding this set
back, the Dutch Rhine Fleer, with
1.7 million tons, 1s now again larger

than the combined roral of all the
other riparian countries.

SPORT

TR

ROAD

Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, Austnia,
etc. These services meer a deeply
felt wanr and are expanding rapidly

It is estimated that ten per cent of
the world's merchanrmen have beer
built in Durch vards. Nor only has
Dutch shipbuilding been broughr to



a high scientific standard, burt it
also has a reputation for special
craft, such as dredgers, floating cra-
nes and tugs of the largest deep-sea
types. France, Great Britain, Poland,
Portugal, Belgium and others are
among the regular customers for
these specialities. In shipbuilding re-
search Holland ranks first and fore-

THE PORTS

ROTTERDAM, the largest port
on the Continent and the third
largest in the world, has 2 quay-
length for seagoing vessels of nine
miles. It is connecred to the North
Sea by open water, called the
Waterweg, 17.4 miles long, and
navigable by the largest ships. Rot-
terdam is mainly a transit port.
AMSTERDANM, with a quay-
length of 7 miles for seagoing craft,
can be reached from the North
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most with its famous laboratories at
Wageningen. A large sliptank ena-
bles scientists to submir scale models
of hulls to all flow conditions, while
the newest type of apparatus can
determine the cfficiency of propel-
lers. These laboratories receive or-
ders for tests from all over the
world.

Sca by the Noordzee Kanaal. This
canal contains the largest locks in
the world. Another canal connects
Amsterdam with the Rhine./$/his
port is principally a storage and
distributing centre for Holland and
western Europe.

DORDRECHT, in the vicinity
cf Rotterdam, is developing into an
important  harbour  serving the
necighbouring industrial areas.

ZAANDAM, the old town of




Peter the Great of Russia, is the
port for the highly industrialized
Zaan region, with its large saw
mills, oil mills, etc.

FLUSHING, a North Sea port
at the mouth of the River Schelds,
is important as a building centre
for ocean-going ships. It also has a
regular service to London, connec-
tng with the Continental express
trains.

Ports serving coastal shipping:
DELFZIJL, narth-east of Gronin-
gen; though primarily a coastal ser-
vice porr, its interests extend across
the g’ lantic and ships may be found
as fat distant as South America.

HARLINGEN, on the west coast
of FEriesland, with regular freight
services to Great Britain.

Information abour the ports can
be oburained at the following ad-
dresses:

Rotterdam: the Gemeentelijke

Below : Rsttardam Harbenr

5.5, “Nieww- Amusterdom’ of 1the Holland Amersca Line

Havenbedrijf, Poortgebouw, or the
Stichting Havenbelangen, Beursge-
bouw, Coolsingel.

Amsterdam: the Gemeentelijke
Handelsinrichtingen, Kadijksplein, 1.




Orher ports: from shipping offices
and harbourmasters

I'he ports suffered heavily from
war danmgc and vandalism by the
Germans shortly before the capi-
tulation, Eighty per cent of this da-
mage, however, has already been re-
paired and all waterways are clear
of wrecks and mines.

An important branch of the

Grain Elevasers, Rottirdam

Dutch Merchant navy is the deep-
sea towage service. Dry docks, floa-
ting cranes of any size and enor-
mous dredgers have been towed to
every part of the world by Dutch
rugs.

I'hese ocean-going rtugs have
many times come to the aid of liners
and freighters stormbound in the
Atlantic,

®
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The quick development of the
K.L.M. was also aidd by trade, ban-
king and shipping circles, all of

Hc.ﬂh:.md ;_)h:_wd a leading part in the pioneering of
aviation. This was due largely to the efforts of the

Koninklijke Nederlandse Luchtvaartmaatschappij
(Royal Dutch Airlines). This Company, under the
management of its founder., Albert Plesman, took
up the question of aviation as carly as 1g919. On
May the 20th, 1920, the first K.I. A, plane too®Doff
on its flight to London; this fear wwas the origin of
the term “The Flying Dutchman'.

wl.lom showed a very keen interest in
this form of transport. The Dutch
Government, by subsidizing the cn-

terprise, emphasized its importance
in the national inrerest.

The K.L.M. soon established 1t-
self at home and abroad by a regular
service and high degree of safetv.
The Company maintained the tra-
dition of the Dutch merchants with
theguost modern means. For a long
pgd the well-known Durtch Fok-
ker aircraft formed the principal
parr of the fleet, and slowly bur su-
rely an extensive network of air-
lines connecting Amsterdam with
the other capirals of Europe was
inaugurated. The greatest fearts,
however. were the pioneer flights ro

Schiphal Arrport (Phata K I M

the East and West Indies, In 1924,
the K.L.M. pilor, A, Thomassen a
Thuessink van der Hoop flew to
Batavia, thus laying the foundation
for the regular air service from Am-
sterdam to the Far East

The position in 1939 was encou-
raging. The principal trade centres
of Western and Central Europe
were connected by airlines of the
K.L.M. The nerwork was rapidly
growing in the Antilles, while ser-
vices to the East Indies had increased
to three times a week,

The K.LM. during the war.

The blow dealt to the K.L.M. by
the war was almost crippling. ()n]y
in the Antilles could services be
mainrained. In Europe, the K.L.M.
(under charter to the B.O.A.C)
kept up the “life-line” berween
Bristol and Lisbon
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Nonetheless, even before the libe-
ration Albert Plesman was in the
US.A., arranging for the purchase
of fourteen Skymasters. In addition
to this, a large number of Dakotas
were brought to Holland from mili-
tary dumps.

Rebabilitation,

In September, 1945, reconstruction
of the inland services began and in

a short while there was a reliable
connection with the principal cities
of Western Europe. At the same
time rhe transatlantic services were
again brought into operation and
the K.L.M., with its pre-war effi-
ciency and reliability fully restored,
is once more one of the biggest
airlines in the world. It is larger than
it was in 1939 and has not yer
reached its zenith.

——
4 \
1946 1947
Total Passengers 315.007 336,000
transport Freight 2.890.744 kg 4.684.000 kg
Amsterdam- Passengers 5.595 ERIBIE!
New Vork * Freight 66,450 kg 184.180 kg
(since May 21)
Total mileage In 1946 11,157,400 miles
flown on all In 1947 15,226,800 miles
K.L.M. lines
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Fishing has always held a place 1n
Dutch trade. The ycars previous
to 1940 witnessed an intense de-
velopment of herring fishing and
the catch of one year often
amounted to morc than 100000
tons. The fishing flcet consisted of

t 3,300 vessels, several of them
equipped with the most modern
gear.

Although many ships were lost
during the war, an impressive fleet
sailed again in 1946. The total carch
of herring amounted to 105.000
tons, then valued at 13.4 million
dollars. The northern fishing har-

bours — Vlaardingen, Schevenin-
gen, ljnmuiden, etc. — with their
modern refrigerating and curing
plants, are now as busy as they
cuer were.

Whaling is a post-war innovation,
The factory ship, Willem Barendsz,
with eight catcher vessels, made its
first voyage in 1947. The results of
the trip amounted to 4.7 million
dollars.

The famous ovster nurseries in
the Province of Zecland. which
fortunately suffered. very lile
from the war, provide their deli-
cacies for foreign markets.
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There are mo extensive fields of wwheat or cattle
ranges in Holland. The Dutch farmer is more é; -

cialized in raising valuable seed crops, vegetables
and fruit, bulbs, garden plants and shrubs, high-
grade cattle and poultry for breeding purposes.
Holland bas the advantage of being surrounded by
highly industrialized countries, thus enabling a .]m'('.('
turnover of fresh products. Very pw‘i_\'[‘..r!rh.' pro-
duce nowadays goes regularly by plane.

\grwultuml exports are very large,
Before the war the export of pora-
toes for consumption was from : to
3.5 rimes as great as that of any other
country in the world, Export of
cheese was three-fold greater, while
thar of condensed milk (170,000 tons)
was ahead of all others (Denmark
following with only 20000 tons).
Ninety per cent of homegrown
flower bulbs, trees and shrubs, fifry
per cent of all vegerables and sixty-
four per cent of the roral value of
butrer, cheese and milk powder were
exported.

For a small country, these figures
point to a very high vield per unit;
this was obtained by large imports
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of fertlizers and fodder, The use of
ferulizers is such thar harvest results
have reached record figures. For
example, the specific vield of potato
crops is thirty-five p'cr cent higher
znd that of sugar beet forty per cent
higher, than the I".uru]nc;n—‘l average.
Compared with the US.A. these
Dutch av crages are respectively 150
and 43 per cent higher. '
Farming suffered heavily in the
war. Imports of cereals and ferrili-
zers practically ceased, labour was
conscripted into Germany, fertile
soil was inundated, cartle and poul-
try were slaughtered and agriculrural
machinery was pillaged. The Dutch
farmer, however, quickly went to

work and the degree of reconstruc-
tion can be guaged by the following
facts:

In 1947, exports of agricultural
produce, breeding stock, fishing and
forestry, amounted to 195 million
dollars. They formed 27.8 per cent
of the rotal export (the pre-war per-

tage was 24.8). Because of the
world’s post-war demand for seed
potatoes, these amounted to 5.7 per
cent (30 million dollars) of the rto-
tal 1947 exports.

Horticulture too has recovered;
famous centres such as Hillegom,
Lisse and Sassenbefm for bulbs, Bos-
koop for trees and shrubs, and Aals-

nieer for hothouse flowers, are alive
with activity and despatch their pro-
duce by air all over the world.

Livestock is increasing only slow Iy
as fodder is still in short supply. The
influence of this is felt by the 625
dairy factories. Of these, 425 arc
Ctm[')«:rz!i\t: concerns. Their pro-
ducts range from burter and ches=se
to milk p(.-wdcr, condensed milk,
caseine and special baby foods,

Agncu]rurzl consultants in gov-
ernment service and mogt of the
graduates of the Wageningen Acad-
emy for Agriculture assist the farmer
in bringing his products to the high-
est possible standard.
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Public bealth in Holland has attained a very Q;gb
level, thanks to official as well as private initiative.
The country bas the second highest birthrate and
the lowest mortality figures of the world. In 1947
there were 29.1 births and 8.8 deaths per thousand
inbabitants. The low infant mortality (36 per 1,000
in 1938) is equalled only by New Zealand.

The population has grown in the last bundred years

from 3 to 9.5 million.

Medical efficiency and general hy-
gienic education have caused a num-
ber of infant diseases practically to
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disappear whilst most social dis-
eases are fully under control. Medical
training has reached a high level and



Health

n g technique, though suffering
from lack of hospital space and per-
sonnel, is equally well developed.
Alchough the war adversely affected
public health the death and birth
rates are now again at their pre-war
level.

Social Insurance. The first step
towards social security was the Em-
ployers’ Liability Act of 1901, which
insured workers against financial
consequences of accidents incurred
during emplovment, Since then a
number of other social laws have
been passed, many of which are now
being adapted to modern needs.
They cover accident, illness, disa-
bility, old age, the care of widows

and orphans, and will very soon in-~

clude unemployment.

In 1946, forty per cent of the po-
pulation participated in a compul-
sory health insurance scheme provi-
ding for medical and hospital treat-

t. Another 25 per cent voluntarily
took part in this scheme. The law at
the moment guarantees the worker
8o per cent of his wages for 52 weeks'
continuous illness; after this period a
disability annuity may be accorded.
Further reaching provisions are now
under discussion,

H ousing. Government supervision

- o

i

|

|

o
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Workimg Class Flats im Retterdam

of building has done much to contri-
bute towards the health of the
people. The Housing Act of 1901
provided for slum clearance and an
increased standard of living condi-
tions. Before the war there was a
vearly average increase of 37.000
newly built houses, This was ade-
quate for all requirements.

The present shortage, estimated at
300,000 homes, is 2 serious social pro-
blem which has not yet been solved.
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(Pboto reproduced by Courtesy of Elsevier's Publishing Company

Indonesia

Holland, in commnon with other seafaring mations,
acquired wast overseas territories in the seventeenth
century. The first commercial fleet reached the In-
dian Archipelago in 1595 and was soon followed by

many more.

The East India Company was found-
ed in 1602 with commerce as its uldi-
mate goal. The nexc step was the
establishment of Dutch settlements
in various parts. The transitionary
stage between pioncering and full
control of the territory was marked
by conflict with white competitors
and the native inhabitants. Gradu-
ally, however, larger areas came
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wfit:lhin Iiuu:h jurisdiction until most
o e Archipelago was fszt' z"t'
garded as a Dugrch possession —
stretching from Sumatra to New
Guinea, a distance of some4,000miles.

During the Napoleonic hegemony,
the territory was administered by
Great Britain on behalf of Holland.
Natural rule was resumed in 1814
and since then, and especially in the
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in Antilla

The Dutch flag flies over six islands in the CarlPean <
~ ever since Peter Stuyvesant, from bis Manbattan

“bowery”, ruled over both New Amsterdam and
Curagao.

L 8
WI/LLEMSTAD

Of these islands, Bonairg, St. Mar-
tin, Saba and St. Eustatius are pictu-
resque remnants of more romantic
times, set in an unpretentious but at--
tractive background of coral reck,
volcanic ash and prickly growth,
The main island of Curagao, how-
ever, with its twin brother Aruba,
‘teems with modern economic acti--
vity. The Royal Durch-Shell and the
Standard Qil Company here devel-
oped some of the world's largest oil
refineries, all of which played a large
part in the war, .
« In 1944 the export of il products
amounted to 291 million Curagao
guilders. Ocher exports include phos-
_ phate of lime, aloe and salt, :
The rtotal population of these is-
lands amounts to approximately
143,500 (in 1946). It consists (apart’
from the .native aborigines) of
Dutch, British, Americans, Venezue-
lans, Indonesians, Surinams, etc,

Willemstad, Curagae, frem the air




The Qithoslindls

South America

Wedged between Brazil and Venezuela, the Amazon
and the Orinoco, lie the three Guianas, the middle
one of which is Dutch.

It is named Surinam, after one of
the many wide estuaries that charac-
terize those ferrile marshes, and was
assigned to the Netherlands at the
peace of Breda in 1667 (between
Grear Britain and the United Ne-
therlands) in exchange for New
Holland, now New York

The population, some 200,000 in
all, is made up of Creoles, Bush
Negroes, Indians, Hindus, Indonesi-
ans, Chinese and approximarely
1,600 Europeans.

P
e el L%

N Somcar

Like the Dutch polders, the soil is
muddy and kept in condition by a
system of ditches and dykes. The
main agricultural products are su-
gar cane, coffee, rice and tropical
fruit, The forests up country con-
rain an endless varicty of valuable
timber and yield balata and other
kinds of latex. To some extent gold
is also found.

The immense deposits of bauxite,
a clay-like mineral containing alumi-
nium, are of paramount importance.
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PRACTICAL HINTS

flnfurm.:rmu can be obtained i every town from

the offices of the local Tourist Association. These

\"A'AY

associations are to be found in almost every city under

the name of V.V.V. Advice is courteously offered

on local amusements, theatres, comncerts, Mmiuseumis,

;’UHI.’

T'he price of a room with bath
and breakfast is normally around
nine guilders, though less luxurious

but quite adequate — accommoda-
von can be had for as little as
three guilders. Lunch or dinner at
a good restaurant ranges from about
two to five guilders for an ample
meal. Unless otherwise stated there

I'he visitor will observe when visit-

ing the Netherlands that forma-
lities are few. It is a tradition of the
country to afford strangers a hearty
welcome. Provided that passport
and visa (the latter where neces-
sary) are in order, no registration
is required for a stay not exceeding
thirty days.

For a stay exceeding thirty days

S6

5 of mmrerest, etc

IS 2 Customary ten per cent service
charge. .

Public holidavs in Holland are on
New Year's Day, Easter Mondayv,
Ascension  Day, Liberation Day
(May  sth), Whit Monday, the
Qucen’s Birthday (April joth) and
Christmas  (December 25th  and
26th).

RMALITIES
Butnotmony

the police must be informed by ,[h"
end of the first thirty days. 1 )
can be done locally. The police wi
help in extending the duration of
the visa should this prove rto h_t
necessary. Control is strict on this
point as it often happens that for-
eigners remain in the country to
seck work; this requires a spccul
labour permir,



PRACTICAL HINTS

( N

W

RATIONS

. Visitors from abroad recetve normal jood coupons
a fortuight at a time. To obrain these, application
must be made in person to the local Food Office 11
some towns the visa or paisport must ke stamped
by the police for this purpose. 1 hese formalities last

only a few minutes.

. Visitors are reminded that failure to band in cou
pons to private housebolds «where they may be
staving as guests will entail considerable berdship
on part of the host. .'”!/,‘UH;;I" fur;.! in the Nether-
lands appears to be plentiful to those who can af-
ford to eat in restaurants and hotels, fanuly rations

are short.

. Coupons are not required for weals in restaurants.
Meat is generally in short supply and on Tuesdays
and Fridays is not served at all i any restaurant o7

hotel.

. Coupons need not be given up in hotels for a stay
of five days or less. For a period of more than five
days, however, hotels are bound by law to demand

k¥ them. )

-
o/




PRACTICAL HINTS

FARES
(1n cents

perkm):

RETURN
TICKETS

RAILWAY
INFOR-
MATION
OFFICES

RAILWAYS

single 15t cl. 2nd cl. 3rd cl.
1 to 130 km 6.02 4.62 -2
further 3.01 2.31 1.6
retura

1 to 199 km 0.64 7.38 .12
further 6 46 3-2

Return tickets are available for one day. The journey

may be interrupred at all stations on the route

It 1s advisable to book seats on the internavional trains two
days in advance at f 1.25 a seat.

Most travel agencies supply railway tickers without extra
charge. The following railway information offices give free
advice and information:

Amsterdam C. Station. . . . . . Phone 38383
Arnhem . . . . . . . . . . 5 1302
(:ronmbtn & e W OE W % » 22755

The Hague H.S. Sl:.xtmn . » 183907

The Hague S.S. Station . . . . . . 772025
Haarlem . . . . . . . . . . 5 18125
Hilversum . « : = « @ s & & = 3 30
Leecuwarden . . . . . . . . . T 4380
Leiden . . . . . . . . . . . 5 23377
Maastriche . . . . . . . . . - 4563
Nimuegen . 5 & i % %3 22430
Rotterdam D.P. btdtlun Ce e . v 27100
Rotterdam Maas Station . . . . . 29100



PRACTICAL HINTS

Utrecht C. Station . . . . . . . Phone 15761
Brussels, Cantersteen 45 . . . . . 5 128345
INFOR- Written requests for information should be addressed to

MATION Cenrtrale Inlichtingendienst, Reizigersverkeer, Dienst Eco-
nomiusche Zaken, gde Afdeling, Utrechr.

POSTAL
SERVICES

Dutch posrtal services, seriously upset by the war, now run
smoothly. Communicartions have been restored and rraffic
i1s normal. “Aunrie Pos”, as the Durch call their P.T.T., is
again her old self, an active and energetic lady.

local inland  abroad

up to 20 grammes 6 ct 10 ct 20 ct
20— 100 55 10 ct 15 ct for each
LETTERS 100— 300 » 20 ct 20 ct additional
e 300— 500 5 25 ct 25 ct 20 gr. 12.5
500—1000 ' 35 ct 35 ct ct. (Belg.
1000— 2000 - 50 ct 50 ct 10 cr. for
every 20
gr.)
POST. 5 ct 7.5 ct 12.5 ct.
CARDS (Belgium
7.5 ct.)

=5y



PRACTICAL HINTS

PRINTED
MATTER

INLAND

EUROPE,
per word

(minimum
5 words) :

\)U

up to 500 g. 2ct. per 50 grammes.
500— 750 25 ct.
750—1000 35 ct.
1000—2000 50 ct.
Letters and postcards for Europe (except Germany, (g ral-

tar, lceland, and Malta) go by air without extra charge.
Airmail to North America, daily except Sunday; South
America, four times a week; South Africa, once a fortnight.

Extra postage on Airmail for U.S.A. 20 ct. per 5
grammes.

4 TELEGRAMS
¢ 5§

Inland 40 ct. for ten words or less; 10 ct. for every addi-
tional 5 words or less, up to 5o words; 10 ct. for every
additional 10 words over 50.

Belgium fo.10
Denmark 0.175
Eire 0.205
France . v e oW o owm o o s ow w0145
Italy T R & -
Luxemburg S o B og?
Norway o w w @ ve 0.22
Spain e o - . . 0335
Sweden e e e e e . . . 0465
Swizerland . S B & & & w3 0.15
Gt. Britain 0.135
U.S.S.R. . . 0.335



PRACTICAL

AMERICA

AFRICA

ASIA

INLAND
RATES

Canada and Newfoundland . . . . . . f0.80
US.A. 1st zone . . . . . . . . . . 0.55
2ondzone . . . . & e & 0w s % 0.65
3rd zone . . . . . . . . . . 0.75
4thzone . . . . . . . . . . 0.825
Sth 2ol .+ + w % @« » % % & < 0.90
Argentine . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.63
Brazll « « w » s v oa@ owm oW & w a4 8 e 1.655
Peril .. .. o 0% b o o ow ow e ko 1.485
Urdgoay ... « <« : ¢ & & 5 % % 5 & 3 2.01
SOUTH AFRICA . . . . . . . . . fos80
INDIA AND PAKISTAN . . . . . . fo0.80
China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f258
Hongkong . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.80
Palestine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.80

TELEPHONE

Burt for the war the Netherlands in 1936 would have been
the first country in the world with an entirely automatic
telephone service. This will now be effected in 1952, At
present, automatic trunk calls can be made to near'v 100
areas on about 1,000 lines, ’

I'he charge for trunk calls (three minutes or less) varies
according to distance. There are five zones, at 6, 15, 30, 45,

and 6o cents. Urgent calls are double these prices; express
calls five times,

21



PRACTICAL HINTS

ABROAD

\l'iillliilll.

ute )
Belgium
Denmark
Eire

France
ltaly
l,u.\unhurg
Nur\\.n}
Sweden
Switzerland
Gt. Britain
U.SS.R.
Canada
USA
Argentne
Brazil

Peru

L'rugud_\

: . in-
three minutes, additional nme charged per m

Fyvery three nunutes

1.20

3.75

5.70

2.55— :}8()
6.30—12.90
2.10

6.15

7.95

1.05

3.90

18.15
32—40.—
32—

40.—
40—50.—
48.—

45.—

USEFUL DATA an/ CONVERSIONS

CUBIC MEASURES 3

t lmp. Gallon equals 454 litres.
1 US,

¥ 3.78

1 cub. Inch 16.4 cub. cm.

1 ., Yard - .76 ,, metre.

1 .. Foot " :8.3 litres or cub. decimertres.



PRACTICAL HINTS

l'o convert litres to |mp pints, H|n"‘1|ﬂ\ hitres by 1.96
U.S " . " w 2.12

I'o convert cub. centimetres to cub. inche

multiply cub. centimetres by .o61
I'o convert cub. metres to cub. feet,
mult ply cub. metres by .013
T 4 P
’ w w
WEIGHTS
c 1 1 e 1 . ine )
I 'Ll|'],l.\ +*+ Kllogramime, | o/ ‘|,--5,x.-_r|-,_ ) Cdua

28.35 oramimes.

" . ‘ ; ‘

1 kilogramme equals two Dutch pounds or ten Dutch ounces
. . I

1 long ton equals 1,016 kilogrammes, one short ton equals
Q07 !r\,"‘.\L_ll'illllHL'

I'o convert kilogrammes to |bs., multuply kilogrammes by 2.2
- s Dutch ounces to ozs., . Dutch ounces ,, 3.52
s o metric tons to long tons,

-

multiply metric tons by .g84

MONEY PP

' 4
’

The guilder or ftlorin (fl.) 1s the Dutch monetary unit. It 1

equal to 100 cents, 4 Jkwartjes quarters), or io ..dubbelties”
' her . h note £ fl £ ¢ i
(ten cent pieces). There are cash notes of fl. 1.— and fl. 2.50 and

banknotes of fl. 10, fl. 20, fl. 25, fl. 50, fl. 100 and fl. 1,000.
At the present rate of exchange the pound sterling is equal to

fl. 10.69, a shilling being just over 5o cents.



PRACTICAL HINTS

To convert guilders to shillings, multiply guilders by 1.87
" " T w pence, 5 T w 224
/.S. § 1.— equals fl. 2.65.

To convert guilders to dollars multiply guilders by .377

LINEAL MEASURES

t inch equals  2.54 centimetres

I }‘;1rd - Q.43 "
1 fuut % S”--i"‘ -
1 mile - 1.60g kilometres or 160y metres.
To convert centimetres to inches, multiply centimetres by 3.94
.. 5 metres . feet, & 5 » 3.28
" " " » vards, it i »w 1.09
o " kilometres ,, miles, - k5 o 024
SQUARE MEASURES
1 5q. inch equals 6.45 sq. centimetres.
1 sq. foor 093 sq. metres.
tsq. mile ;259 sq. kilometres.
To convert sq. centimetres to sq. inches,

multiply sq. centimerres by .155

To convert sq. metres to sq. feer,
multiply sq. centimetres by 10.76
To convert sq. kilometres to sq. miles,
multiply sq. centimetres by .386
To convert hectares to acres, multiply sq. centimetres by 2.45
94



DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES

If not stated otherwise, the addresses are at The Hague

Foreign Country's Re-
presentative in the
Netherlands.

The Netherlands® Repre-
gentative in the Foreign
Country,

L

Argentine,
Paraguay and
Uruguay

Austiilia
Austria

Belgium
Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Central
American
Republics

Chile

China
Columbia

Cuba, Dom. Rep.
and Haliti
Czeche-Slovakia

Denmark

Bﬂclor
Egypt

Eire
Finland

France

58a Lange Voorhout

18 Lange Voorhout
31 Koninginnegracht

10 Andr. Bickerweg

15 Raadhuisstraat, A'dam
94 Meent, Rotterdam

Hotel Kasteel Oud Was-
senaar, Wassenaar

la/b Sophialaan

108 Meent, Rotterdam;
18 Roemer Visscher-
straat, Amsterdam

32 Jan van Nassaustraat

18 Alexanderstraat

Hotel Kasteel Oud Was-
senaar, Wassenaar

Hotel des Indes

1 Stadhouderslaan

13 Sophialaan

Hotel des Indes
20 Surinamestraat

London: 33 Regent
Street, SW. 1
2 Nassaulaan

15 Lange Vijverberg

" 1430 Calle Lavaile,
Buenos Aires

Muggaway, Canberra

91 I1 Helferstorterstr.,
Vienna
20 Regentslaan, Brussels

385 L.os Andes, Casilla
1517, Lima {(Peru)

17 Rua Barao do Fla-
mengo, Rio de Janeiro

56 Sparks Street, Ottawa

89 Calle Real de la Ciu-
dad Vieja, Guatemala

56-D, Casille, Santiago de
Chile

Nangking

18-50 Apartade Nacional,
Bogota

2874 Apartado, Havana

Palais Nostitz, Maltezske
namesti I, Prague

58 Ny Toldbodgade,
Copenhagen

see: Columbia

11 Sharia Kamal Mo-
hamed, Zamalek, Cairo

71 Merrion Square,
Dublin

11 Lilla Robertsgatan,
Helsinki

£5 Rue de Grenelle,

Paris
95



DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES

If not stated otherwise, the addré's_ses' are at The Hague

Great Britain

Greece
India

Italy
Luxemburg

Mexico

- Norway
Peru

Poland
Portugal

Rumania
Siam
Spain -
Sv&eden
Switzerland
Tarkey
USSR
Vatican
Venezuela
Union of
South Africa

United States

Yugoslavia
96 ’

19 Laan

, 4
17 Alexanderstyaat
Hotel des Indes

65f Zeestraat
18 Oostduiniaan

47 Van Lennepweg

4 Andr. Bickerweg

Hofel Kasteel Oud-Was-
senaar, Wassenaar

25 Alexanderstraat
34 Wassenaarseweg

9 Bezuidenhoutseweg
123 Laan Copes van

- Cattenburgh

38 Lange Voorhout

26 Jan van Nassaustraat
42 Lange Voorhout

28 Prinsessegracht .

2 Andr. Bickerweg and
4 Joh. de Wittlaan

5 Carnegielaan

17 Gr. Haesebroekse-
weg Wassenaar

2¢ Alex. Gogelweg

7 Benoordenhoutseweg

114 Jan v. Nassaustraat

Hereford Hc;use. 117
Parkstreet, LondonW.1

8 Rue Lykiou, Athen

4 Ratendone Road, New
Delhi

2 Via Pasquale Stanislao
Mancini, Rome

45 Bd. Royal, Luxem-
burg i

51 Calle de Liverpooi,
Mexico

29 Oscarsgate, Oslo

385 Los Andes, Casilla
1517, Lima

Hotel Polonia, Warsaw

1471/c D Rua da Escola
Politechnica, Lisbon

22 Alea Alexandru,
Bucarest

133  Majadamri Road.
Bangkok

10 Calle de Zurbar_én.
Madrid

29 Sturegatan, Stock-
holm

11 Kollerweg, Bern

Felemenk Sefareti.
4 Miidafaai Hukuk
Caddesi, Ancara

Netherl. Embassy.
Moscow

7 Via di Villa Patrizi
Rome

Apartado 949, Caracas

834 Pretorius straat,
Pretoria

1470 Ueclid Street N.W.
Washington 9, D.C.

99 Kneza Miloza,
Belgrade
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