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INTRODUCTION

I have often heard it being said by some of our
distinguished countrymen’ that there is a dearth of
biographical literature in India and that we have not been
able to perpetuate the memory, ideals and services of many
of our Indian luminaries in varlous spheres of hfe. Thl§
has prevented us from paying them deserved tributes for
their great sacrifices and excellent public work., Apart from
this question, there is one more aspect of this,  that the
posterity would lament the dearth of blographles, which act
as stimulus to those, who wish to engage in similar. works,
Also the experiences, as recorded in them,.of those people,
who now adorn the history.of the country, help them to
guide and control their own line of work. In.fact, it is the
most important and valuable part of the literature of every.
country. I should, therefore, be happy on being able to
add my mite to enrich this branch of our literature.

Swami Bhawani Dayal Sannyasi, whose life and work
I have tried to describe in so many pages, is.an Indian,,
born and brought up out of India—in. South Africa, of the.
Indian parents, wha reached there under the Indenture
Labour System. Himself a colonial born, he got numerous
opportunities to see the.sad plight of bis countrymen in
South Africa, and all this led him to decide to devote most.
of his time in the service of the Indian people settled in
Overseas countries like South Africa, East Africa, Dutch
Guana, British Guana, Trinidad, Fiji, Mauritius, etc., and he
was successful in bettering their lot to a great extent,
\While working for them Swamiji did not - forget his,
responsibilities asa builder of greater India and for this.
purpose he carefully co-ordinated all of his actjvities and alsa
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of those whom he ghidéd. to push the cause still further. 1
venture to think, his services ta greater India are unique,
and that he is first among the colonial born Indians, perhaps
Indians in general also, who has constantly and consistently
worked to build greater India on a solid foundation. His
service to Overseas Indians in general, and his contribution
to the building of greater India entitle him to be placed in

" the rank of National Workers, and as such he deserves to be
written down in a biographical sketch.

The life of Swamiji will serve one more immediate
useful purpose of a.rqu"sing greater interest in the cause of
Overseas Indians, which is not receiving due attention from
the Indian public at the present moment. It will throw, I
am sure, a good deal of light on many of the facts as to
how Indians are being treated in South Africa and
elsewhere and how by dint of their hard labour they had
been able to improve their conditions of life and work.

While my main occupation was to deal with various
phases of Swamiji's life, I have taken liberty at places to
go in a little detail about certain facts and events, just to
show the trend of events in South Africa and other
countries so far the problems of Indians Abroad are
concerned; and many others I bave to ignore after having
made a touching reference to them mainly because of the
vastness of the problem. These digressions may seem
unjustified, but they will,- I am sure, arouse a little
more interest in the questions of my countrymen settled
abroad, among the Indians, particulariy my readers, which
the life of this public worker of South Africa is bound to
kindle. 1t is but one object of writing out this biographical
sketch. His life is also so very closely connected with the
events there that it becomes necessary to refer to them to
enable the readers to get a realistic view of his life and work.
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- Swamiji has been leading a dedicated life in the cause
of his country. " In order to render greatest possible services
to it he decided to carve out an entirely different career for
himself in a sphere, which was not very well cared for by
other prominent Indian nationalist workers. .. Todo his
work almost single-handed, he has had to utilize each and
every opportunity and all resources. Much of the work
was done by himself in various capacities. As a journalist
and author he wrote to the press extensively. He also
made use of the pulpit and thus tried his best to awaken the
people to the needs of Overseas Indians, and successfully
championed their cause. He joined and opened societies
with the same end in view and worked in various
spheres—political, social, religious, etc.

There may be mistakes in the book, both in language
and in the method of presentation of the facts of his life for
obvious reasons. In fact, I have had little time to remain
with Swamiji to study him from close quarters. The
distance of thousands of miles stood in my way since he was
in South Africa at the time of writing the present book.
However, I shall be grateful to my readers if they will
kindly bring to my notice any omission or error that might
have crept in. This, I hope, to rectify in the second edition
of the book and in the Hindi edition of this, which is
expected to be published for the Hindi-knowing section of

our people.

I must also acknowledge with thanks the information,
suggestion and help given to me by Shri Brahamadutt, the
youngest son of Swamiji in the preparation of this book,
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_I-shall deem my labour amply awarded if my readers
begin to take greater interest in the affairs of our nationals
settled abroad, in whose cause Swamiji has been working
and which is so dear to him, and which, by the way, is also
dear tfo me.

New Year's Day
1939.
AJITMAL,
ETtawaun, (U. P.), INDIA.

PREM NARAIN AGRAWAL
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APPRECIATIONS

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President -of the
Indian National Congress:—

I have personally known Swami Bhawani Dayal
now for many years and since my knowledge of the
history of South African Indians—prior to my pérsonal -
acquaintances with him—I] have known of his name.
and services. Close contact has deepened that
intimacy, and my affection and respect for him have
increased as I became further aware of his qualmes
and activities.

When Swamiji visited India in 1930 and took
part in the Satyagrah movement in the District of
Arrah, we found out what an indefatigable worker
he was inspite of his ill-health. '

Swamiji, as the representative of Indians abroad,
had often visited India and he never spared himself
in the service of the South African Indians, and daring
these visits he ‘obliges us with his cordial and mutual
relation. :

Apart from his political and social work, he had
played a great part in the propagation of Hindi. We
Biharis are proud of the fact that he belongs to our
Province and although living miles away from us he
has not forgotten Bihar,

I believe that Swamiji’s biography should be an
inspiration to the youths in moulding their lives; and

his sacrifices, services, activities and patriotism should
ever serve as an ideal and guide to them.

(Translated from Hind;l)
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My. Hy. S. L. Polak, Honorary Secretary,
Indians Overseas Association, London:— '

I well recall Swami Bhawani Dayal’s arrival in
Natal, when 1 was myself resident there, and xt fell to
me to help-? him through the immigration formalities,
Naturally, it was impossible to estimate then the value
of the services that he would render to the Indian
community in the course of the years to -pass. 1 am
glad to know that an appreciation of those services is
‘to be written and I add this brief testimony of my own
recognition of the usefulness of Swami Bhawani Dayal’s
career in South Africa and elsewhere in advocating
‘'the cause of his countrymen in the Union ‘and particu-
v' larly in Natal. The latest tribute to his charai:igr and
qualifications is his recent election as President. of the

Natal Indian Congress.

I.wish him many more years of useful service.
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Mr. C. F. Andrews, the great and- sincere
friend of India and Indians abroad:—

| havé known Swami Bhawani Dayal Sannyasi for
very many years ever since I first came out to South
Africa in 1913-1914. He has been of the greatest
service not only to the Indian community in South
Africa where he has lived for the last 26 years, but
also to Indians Overseas in other parts of the world.
I have lived with him‘a_tvhis Bhawan at Jacobs outside
Durban and have had the greatest pleasure in sharing
his hospitality. It is good that he has been at last
elected President of the Natal Indian Congfess in
appreciation of the many services which he has
rendered to the Indian community in that country. -1
am very glad that a biography is now being written
in English aboat him and it is a pleasure to me, even
at this time when I am forbidden by' the doctors to do
much work, to send these few lines of appreciation’

about him.
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' Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh, C. I. E., former
Agent-General for India in South Africa and
Ex-Home Member for the Government of United

Provinces, India:—

" Swami Bhawani Dayal Sannyasi was one of my
most valued friends in South Africa. He is a gentle-
man of high character and possessed of modesty and
a spirit of sacrifice which is beyond praise. He has
also great ability and experience. His devotion to
the interests of Indians not only in South Africa but
in other parts of the world has made his name an
honoured one in India. 'Natal Indians are to be
congratulated on electing him as the President of

their Congress.

The Swami’s valuable services were always at my
disposal when I was Agent General for India in South
Africa and for this I owe him a deep debt of gratitude.
Long may he live to help the cause of India and
Indians in South Africa.
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BHAWANI DAYAL SANNYASI
'LIFE AND CAREER

CHAPTER 1

PARENTS

HAWANI Dayal Sannyasi is the eldest
son of ‘Babu Jairam Singh and Shrimati
Mohini Devi, who were inhabitants of

Bihar and _thé United Provinces in India respec-
tively, His gnotherl was illiterate but exceedingly
beautiful, while his father could read Hindi and
write a little in Kaithi characters. h
~When Babu Jairam Singh was a young man

he was recruited and. sent to Natal, where he
served his white masters for a period of five
years under the then ex1st1ng indenture la‘)our
system.- He was very honest and hard- -working,
and these quahtles of his character enabled him
to earn a lot of money with which he later
purchased two villages in his native province in
India, .when he. returned home in 1904 from
South Africa. His personal qualities of honesty,
sincerity and industry made him very popular
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among his countrymen in South Africa. The
Indian people honoured him by electing him the
President of the Transvaal Indian Association.
He was also fortunate to enjoy the confidence of
Mahatma Gandhi, who used to treat him as his
brother and faithful friend. Mahatma Gandhi
has made a kind reference to him in his
autobiography, ‘The Story of My Experiments
with Truth’, which indicates his regard for him
and throws some light on his character. Here
is the extract from Chapter XIV of Vol. II:—
‘The clients always surrounded me. Most
of them were originally indentured labourers
from Bihar and its neighbourhood and from
South India. For the redress of their peculiar
grievances they had formed an association of
their own, separate from that of the free
Indian merchants and traders. Some of them
were open-hearted, liberal men of high character.
Their leaders were Sjt. Jairam Singh, the
president, and Sjt. Badri, who was as good as
the president. Both of them are now no more.
They were exceedingly helpful to me. Through
these and other friends, I came in intimate
contact with numerous Indian settlers of North
and South India. I became more their brother
than a mere legal adviser, and shared in all their
private and public sorrows and hardships.’
Shrimati Mohini Devi died in Johannesburg
in 1899, just before the outbreak of the Anglo-
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Boer War, when Swamiji was only a child of six.
Babu Jairam Singh was a refugee for about three
years in Durban during the war. After a short
stay in Johannesburg, he left for India in 1904
.and settled down at his own village, Bahuara, in
the district of Arrah, Bihar, where he expired
on June 8, 1911.

CHAPTER 1II

BIRTH

WAMI Bhawani Dayal was born in the
famous city of Johannesburg in South
Africa on September 10, 1892. Itis this

very city where Mahatma Gandhi started his
Passive Resistance Movement in 1907, which
subsequently attracted so much attention of the
world, when it was applied in India. It is now
the largest, most beautiful and most flourishing
city, in the whole of South Africa. The popu--
lation of Johannesburg is, at this time, more.
than half a million, and most of the gold mines
are situated in its vicinity. It is one of the few
African towns of which at least the name, if not
the fame, is known throughout the world.

Johannesburg is subject to occasional frost in

winter, but rarely to snowstorms. The piercing
cold winds are then trying, aggravated as they
are by dust, though not so much as before trees
were extensively planted and the roads properly
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surfaced. - But as a set-off against these draw-
backs of altitude, there are marked advantages.
“The winter days are generally sunny, and made
doubly delightful by the sparkling mountain air,
an air a little dry perhaps until you get used to
it, but thereafter remarkably exhilarating.

The ridges and valleys occupied by Johannes-
burg lend themselves to picturesque effects in
landscape gardening and architecture. It has
been truly said that the rose gardens of Johannes-
burg are as delightful as those of the Cape; the
lawns ‘as trim and smooth as those which border
the Thames; and the plantations of firs, pines,
and gums as flourishing as though indigenous.
The pleasant side of Johannesburg life is found,
in its villas, bungalows; and mansions, each with
its garden-or large pleasure grounds, with never
the sight of a’cyanide dump or the noise of a
mining battery, but the sparkle of the sunny day
and the calm of the high veld night. .~
i This is'the Johannesburg of the white settlers,
but there had existed another, equally the reverse
~—the Johannesburg of the Indians, which was
termed as the ‘location.” If one had a perspective
view of the city from a lofty horizon, he undoub-
tedly would have- found the same contrast as
between  heaven and its counterpart. - - This
location was set aside by the Municipality for
the use of the Indians. There being no.other
residential area for the Indians, the--location
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maturally became overcrowded.. There was no
sanitation, neither good roads nor lights.. "The
Municipality was evidently responS1ble for these '
‘conditions of the location.

" Swamiji spent his early days of childhood in
this depressing environment. Owing to the bad
sanitary conditions and lack of hygienic life in
the location, an hideous plague broke out in the
location. Swamiji along with his family had to
move to the detention camp at Klipspruit Farm,
Jest they should have caught the contagion. As
a result of this epidemic, the stands of the
Indians were wickedly burnt- down by the
municipality, and thousands of Indians "were
deprived of shelter.

Years have passed since the bonfire of-‘that
particular location, yet similar locations still exist
in the Transvaal. There is another location
situated just close to Johannesburg,which cannot
be described better than by the following remarks
of the Lange Commission:—

“But our worst experience 'by ' far- was at.
Vrededorp, a ~township close to Johannesburg, -
and ‘within its municipal limits, which was
originally established by President Kruger for the
benefit of indigent Burghers of the Republic.
There are two locations, one for Asiatics and the
other for Natives. They adjoin one another, aund
are separated from the European poftion of the
township by a single street. But- no effort
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seems to be made to keep the inhabitants
of the two locations apart. We found many
natives and Cape coloured people as well as
Indians in the Asiatic location. The members of
the Commission were guided through the location
by the Municipal Medical Officer of Health, and
made close and thorough inspection of its condi-
tions, which were found to be appalling. Itis
difficult to conceive a worse slum existing in any
part of the world. We found the inhabitants
huddled together in small hovels amidst indes-
cribable filth,and leading a most insanitary mode
of life. And this was the state of things existing
within the Municipality of Johannesburg, the
wealthiest and most populous town in South
Africa and within a little more than a mile of
its magnificent Town Hall.”

CHAPTER 1II

EDUCATION

T was in this city where Swami Bhawani
Dayal acquired his early English education
in the St. Cyprain’s School and Wesleyan

Methodist School. He naturally loved his
‘mother-tongue, Hindi, even while dwelling in
the atmosphere of western culture. Although he
was not conscious of the following facts revealed
by Fielding Hall, he actually acted in the same
manner:— B
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“That the Indians are often honourable and
cultured gentlemen I knew, that in essence, all
humanity is one 1 am never tired of affirming.
But there are differences of race, real differences,
important differences, differences that the Indian
himself should be the last to try to ignore. Every
nation is given by nature the qualities peculiar
to it, and which it is its duty to cultivate for the
world’s sake. To attempt to sink your indivi-
duality in that of another, is an injury not only
to yourself, but to the whole world. An Indian
gentleman cannot be an Englishman. It is no
use his trying. He only makes himself absurd.
By blind imitation they attempt to attain virtues
not inherent in them, and they ignore,other
virtues which are inherent and necessary to the
world. They seek after impossibilities and so
negative the achievement of possibilities. They
deny their own nature.”

So, therefore, apart from his English educa-
tion, Swami Bhawani Dayal also made a keen .
study of Hindi in a private school conducted by
Pandit Atmaram Narshiram Vyas, a Gujarati
Brahman. Swamiji had not the occasion to get
an academic qualification, but certainly he gained
a practical knowledge in the progress of life.
When the Anglo-Boer War and subsequently
the Russo-Japanese War were being fought, he
used to listen with eagerness the accounts of the
battles, Even in that tender age, the patriotism
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of the Boers and the Japanese impressed him
greatly. -

- During this period he was not 1gnorant of the
hardshlps which his countrymen were under-
going there. His father was the president of the
Transvaal Indian Association, and, therefore,
the people used to assemble at his residence to
discuss political affairs. : |
- Before his education was ov er, Swamiji had
to. leave for India with his father, which he,
however, continued in the Motherland. It was
during this memorable period in that Golden
City of South Africa, that he got acquainted with
Mahatma Gandhi, who was to become, in course
of time, one of the greatest men of India, nay, of

the world.

CHAPTER IV

IN MOTHERLAND

T was in the year 1904, when Swami Bhawani
Dayal first came to India‘ with his father
and younger brother; and lived here for a

period of eight years and a half. He, however,
did not have the occasion, later in life, to spend <o
long a time in his Motherland, though he made
several and repeated trips to India after every
three or four years. In fact, it was his longest
sojourn in Hindustari. He did not miss the
opportunity of visiting many parts of - India,
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although he spent most of the time in his own
village in the province of Bihar. . Here he spent
many valuable years of his boyhood; here he was
able to complete his unfinished academic career.
Many noted tutors were engaged to’ teach -him
privately as he did not go to school. He made a
special ‘study of the Hindi literature, of which,
he afterwards became a distinguished scholar.

It was during this period and at this place
that seeds of service and sacrifice were sown in
him, and here he cultivated those qualities,
which later made him a pacca patriot. He was
very much affected by the partition of Béngal,
which was the burning question of the day. He
took active part in the. Swadeshi movement,
moving from village to village, urging .the people
to boycott the British goods; and preachmg the
gospel of nationalism. - -

He was burning with patriotism,, thmkmg
about . India "and India alone, and asking ‘to
himself: “Ah! India is in bondage - to‘day; - the.
holy land of Rama and Krishna, of Buddha and
Ashoka, of Pratap and Shivaji, of Akbar and
Shahjehan, is rotting under the foreign domina~
tion. .What is our response to the call of Mother
India, who is dressed in the mourning attire
owing to the loss of her freedom? For the sake
of this very independence, millions of Rajputs
and Sikhs, Mahrattas and Musalmans, laid down
their lives and bade farewell to this mortal world.

2
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Oh! We, the children of those, and none else,
what are we doing to liberate our Motherland?
If we will determine to be free, no nation of the
world can keep us in bondage.”

- He was also attracted by the. scheme of
national educatlon and opened a school in his
village known as Rashtriya Pathshala (national
school). In this school he used to call all the
boys of his village and teach them how to read
and write, without expecting any return from
them.

In 1910, at the age of eighteen, he was
married with Shrimati Jagrani Devi, the talented
daughter of Babu Ram Narayan Rai, who was a
respectable Zamindar of Sakhra, a village in the
Sasaram Sub-Division of Arrah.

‘While in India, he was also entrusted with
the Zamindari work of his father and widowed
mother-in-law. As a Zamindar, he was very
liberal, and his sense of responsibility was
unquestionable. He did not give up the courage
of his conviction as is unfortunately the case
with most of the Zamindars. An instance can
be quoted here, to show the sense of justice and
fairplay, which dominated his character. His
father, once being very enraged with an
impudence of a tenant, punished him by having
his whole crop grazed and destroyed by a herd of
cattle. This unfair and unjust-action of his father
was openly resented by Swamiji .and he made
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good the tenant’s loss by glvmg ‘him* thirty
maunds of grain.

At this time he also got deeply 1nterested in
the movement of Arya Samaj, a powerful
organisation founded by Rishi Dayanand to
revolutionise the religious and social order of the
day. Swamiji was so influenced by the teachings
of the Rishi that he formed an Arya Samaj in
his own village, and played such an important
part throughout his life in this movement . of
reformation, which justifies a separate chapter
of his activities in this connection. I will only
mention here that he was made an Honorary .
preacher by the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha of Bihar,
at the immature age of eighteen. It is also
remarkable that he was appointed the assistant
editor of the Aryavartta, a monthly magazine
published from Patna.

His father died in 1911. He had to surrender
the whole of the estate to his step-mother, in
favour of his step-brother and sister. "It may-be.
added here that his father re-married in India
and got a son and a daughter from his second
wife, who survived him. Immediately “after the
death of his father, some mischievous people
instigated his step-mother to lay her claim on
the entire estate, and there appeared some
possibility of litigation. But Swamiji did not
give her a chance to indulge in useless domestic
quarrels, for he gave up all the estate to het, and
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thus got rid of the responsibility of looking after
her children.

CHAPTER V

UNWELCOMED IN THE UNION

HUS having been deprived of his father
and the legitimate share in the estate,
Swami Bhawani Dayal decided to return

to South Africa. After a brief correspondence
with Mahatma Gandhi, he left India for Natal
in the first week of December, 1912, with his
wife, his baby-son, younger brother and his wife.
I1l-luck did not spare him yet, and accompanied
him to South Africa. :

As soon as he touched the shores of Natal
Swamiji fell a victim to the Immigration Act.
None of his family members were allowed to
land by the Immigration authorities, and all were
detained on board the ship for four days. The

‘procedure adopted by the Immigration Officer
was unjustified, high-handed and wantonly cruel.

- It is an interesting story. which Mr. Polak
narrated in the course of his relevant letters to
the Minister of Interior. Here are some of the
1mportant extractsi—

“You are probably awafe that-I'am an admit-
ted attorney of the Supreme Court for the Trans-
vaal Provincial Division and that I am Editor of
the"I_hdian Opinion, I am at the present time
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resident in Durban,  qualifying” for admission to
practice in the Province of Natal. - Whilst on a
~visit here recently, Mr. Gandhi handed to mé a
matter relating to the arrival from India of
Messrs. Bhawani Dayal and Devi Dayal, with
their wives, and the infant child of one of them, .
by the S. S. Palamcotta, which reached here.on
Sunday afternoon, December 22, 1912, The
young men were born in'the Transvaal, and have
property in Natal, and, instructed by their friends
here, I proceeded to the - ship, and learned, late
the same evening, that the cases'would be
reserved until next day for the consideration of
Mr. Cousins, the Acting Chief Immigration -
Officer. : : I
“On Monday, however, Mr. Cousins was
engaged in Court nearly the whole day. Mean-
while, I lodged with him an affidavit from a
responsible and highly respected member of the
Transvaal Indian community certifying to the
identity of the immigrants and testifying, of his -
own knowledge, that they were in the Transvaal
on May 31, 1902, on which fact they based their
claim to enter the Transvaal, under Act 36 of 1908.
“Mr. Cousins did not return to his office
until late on Monday, and had not come to a
decision in the matter when the office closed for
the day. On Tuesday, I attended at Mr. Cousins’
office, and was informed by him that he had not
- in any way considered the claims of the parties
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to make application to enter the Transvaal, that
he did not intend to consider these claims
without instructions from the Registrar of Asia-
tics, that he had not sought instructions from
the latter officer, and that he had no intention
of doing so, leaving it to the applicants, at that
late hour, to communicate with the Registrar. I
at once, on their behalf, telegraphed to the
Registrar, setting forth the facts of the case and
asking for an instruction to the officer here to
land the applicants and their families on visiting
passes, to enable them to satisfy the Transvaal
authorities of their right to enter that Province.
The reply that I received late in the evening
showed that the Registrar had not properly
appreciated the basis of their claims. Late in the
-afternoon of the 24th, not then having received
a reply from Pretoria, I telephoned to Mr.
Cousins, asking him in the circumstances, and
especially as the weather was most inclement
and the ship was to coal, to land these parties
on visiting passes, theyto makethe usual deposits,
and I gave my personal undertaking to produce
.them when their attendence was required. He
returned a curt refusal, declining to .give me
any reasons therefor. .

“As it was then too late to communicate
further with the Registrar; and the vessel was to
_leave on the return voyage to India early on
‘Boxing Day, I proceeded, acting on instruction
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from the friends of the. applicants, to instruct
Messrs. Goodricke and Laughton, a firm of local
attorneys, to apply for dn interdict against Mr. -
Cousins and all other.i)arties, to prevent the
removal of the applicants pending the considera-
tion of their claims by the Transvaal authorities.
At my. agents’ request, I notified Mr. Cousins
of the applicants’ intertion to .apply for ‘an -
interdict immediately, and asked him to inform
me of his probable whereabouts on Christmas
Day, so that the order of the Court, if obtained,
might be served upon him. He replied that his
whereabouts would . be wuncertain. 1. strongly
protested against this reply, on the ground that
the course of justice and the liberty of the
applicants should not be made to depend upon
his private engagements. To this he replied that
he could give me no further information. On the
morning of Christmas Day, Mr. J. S. Tatham,
K. C., of Maritzburg, applied to Mr. Justice
Broome, at his residence, for an interdict against
Mr. Cousins and all other parties, as abovestated,
and an. order was granted, providing for the
lodging of security to the amount of £100 with
the Immigration Officer before the landing -of
the applicants and their families. Beyond *this
proviso, the order was unconditional.

“Mr. Tatham telephoned to me of the fact
of the granting of the order which I at once
communicated at his request to the officer in.
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attendance at the Immigration Office, with a
request to convey the information to Mr. Cou-
sins, together with a message from Mr, Tatham
that he could not, owing to the closing of the
telegraph offices, telegraph the order of the
Court until between 5 to 6 p. m: that day.
Later, Mr. Tatham again telephoned me,
giving me the text of the order, and asking
me to send it on his behalf to Mr. Cousins.
‘I did this, enclosing in my letter a cheque
for £ 100 from Mr. Parsee Rustomjee, -one
of the most influential and highly respected
Indian merchants here. Mr. Cousins was not to
be .found until nearly 6 p. m., and then he
discourteously complained to my messenger
who had been looking for him all the afternoon
(I was myself partially disabled by an injured
knee) about the time for delivering the Iletter,
which he declined to accept, as also the cheque.
Being informed of what had transpired, at great
personal inconvenience, owing to the injury,
above referred to, I proceeded to Mr. Cousins’
residence, taking with me £ 100 in cash for the
release of the parties. He told me, in an offen-
sively curt manner, that I had no right to serve
an order of the Court upon him, in spite of the
fact that I was acting as Mr. Tatham’s -agent,
as I had informed him in writing. He refused
to accept the £100 cash that ‘I had brought
with-me; and ‘declined -to-land the.applicants
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and their families, as ordered by the Court, u_ntil
he received Mr. Tatham’s telegram, but he
underfook not to deport the parties. He asked
me to call at his office at 9 a. m. next day. I
did so, and was asked to precede him on board
the ship, and I went there expecting the imme-
diate release of the parties. I was-asked to wait,
and did so for about half an hour. Mr." Cousins
then came to me and informed me that he had
received Mr. Tatham’s wire, but that as the
order of the Court made no mention of the
purpose for which the security was to be lodged,
he intended, as a condition to the landing of
the applicants, that they should sign a document
empowering him to keep them under restraint in
the Detention Camp and to use the amount
lodged for the maintenance there of themselves
and their families, pending the decision of the
Transvaal authorities. : : -
- "“I pointed out that such a procedure, apart
from other grounds, was quite unnecessary, as -
they were respectable persons, and that I had
already expressed a willingness to be- personally
responsible for their due appearance. This Mr.
Cousins . entirely refused to consider. I then
informed him that his proposed action was unlaw-
ful, as it went far beyond the terms of the
order of the Court, which required the lodging .of

security of £ 100 with him, prior to the landing
of the parties, that the order made no mention

3
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of personal restraint, that the security was there
and then oJered to him, that the parties were
thereupon entitled to land in freedom for the
brosecution of - their- claims, and that I should
advise -them of - the - illegality of his proposed
action and ask them to refuse to sign the docu-
ment. Mr. Cousins thereupon told me that I
could tell them: what I pleased, that unless they
signed the document he refused to land them,
unless the Judge who made the order expressly
ordered him to land them unconditionally. I
accordingly informed the parties of Mr. Cousins’
demand and advised them not to sign the docu-
ment. This they agreed to do. I then told
them to tender him the amount of the security
ordered to be lodged with Mr. Cousins by the Court.
This they did, but he refused to accept it, unless
they signed the document. The captain of the
vessel thergupon attempted to collect the money,
which had been left by the applicantsonan adja-
centtable at the disposal of Mr. Cousins, in order to
hand it over to the latter. Mr. Cousins thereupon
informed him that he touched the money at his
own risk. I thereupon inquired and discovered
fromrthe captain that he had not been informed by
Mr. Cousins of the fact that an interdict had been
taken against him in regard to the parties, or of
the terms of the order of the Court,and I at once
proceeded to acquaint him with the facts, and
warned him that Mr. -Cousins and-he were liable
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to an action for contempt of the order of ‘the
Court, if the parties were removed:from the
jurisdiction of the Court, or were ‘not landed
in terms of the order of the Court, and I drew
his attention to the tender of the security and
Mr. Cousins’ refusal to accept the money. Mr.
Cousins then asked the captain to take note that
the steamer must be delayed until the Judge’s
further instructions were received, and that the
delay was caused by my advising the parties
not to sign the document, which they had
previously agreed to sign. I replied that I was
there to protest against an illegal demand,
to demand the landing of the parties in
accordance with the plain terms of the order
of the Court, and that Mr. Cousins had misinter-
preted the order to the parties, who, in any
case, were too young and too  ignorant of
the facts to be able to sign a documient of the
kind produced, with a full knowledge of -what
they were doing. . '
“Mr. Cousins seems to have been much'
incensed by my reply, for after again threatening
the applicants that, unless they signed,'they
would not be allowed.to land, he asked me if I
were a Natal practitioner, and upon my replying
in the negative, he insultingly ordered me to go
ashore immediately, and further insulted me by
ordering an officer to escort me off the ship,
though I had in no way demurred to going;as I
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was anxious to obtain. telephonic communication
with . Maritzburg in order to put an end to an
impossible situation. . After my departure from
the vessel, Mr. Cousins once more threatened
the -applicants with not permitting them
to land if they did not sign. As they under-
stood - this threat to mean that they and
their young wives would be sent away again, and
being without any friend to whom they could
appeal for help, they at length signed, and
they were then landed and taken to the
Immigration Office under escort. Meanwhile,
having obtained communication with Mr.
Tatham, in Maritzburg, I explained the situation
to him and asked him to inform - the Judge
of what had transpired and to request him to
state whether he had meant to order that the
applicants should land in custody and should so
remain until their cases were decided, and that
the security lodged with the Immigration Officer
“was to be used for their maintenance during such
period. As I had anticipated, the Judge at once
stated that this was -not intended by his order,
and I. then asked Mr. Tatham - to make that
statement to Mr. Cousins.” When I returned to
the Immigration Office; Mr. . Cousins informed
me that Mr. Tatham had -communicated -with
him and that he was issuing v151t1ng passes to
the parties. = :

. “On December 27, I inquired of Mr.
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Cousins ‘whether, as agent for the Regis"tfar of
Asiatics, he would accept their applications for
registration under Act 36 of 1908, for: trans-
mission to and examination by the Transvaal
office. He declined to do so without instructions
from the Registrar, and my clients have been
obliged to forward informal applications to the
Registrar, owing to the shortness of time before
the expiry of the interdict. - '
“Subsequently to the despatch of the
applications for registration of Messrs. Bhawani
Dayal and Devi Dayal, and having also
forwarded supporting affidavits and = other
documentary evidence and relevant information,
I was asked by him-to send the Applicants to
the Chief Immigration Officer, Natal, who,.
however, informed me, on January 4, that he had
received no instructions.. It thus appears that
Mr. Cousins had failed to notify the Registrar of
the Applicants’ desire to comply with provisions
of the Act, and of which I had acquainted him
on December 27, and had placed the whole
onus of action upon them without inform-
ing them of the fact. On January 6, I was
informed by the Chief Immigration Officer
that he had been instructed to take -the
applications, which were made de novo, on the
official forms, On the same day, in the course
of an interview, I reminded the Immigration
Officer that the order of the Supreme Court,
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requiring the Applicants to take action in a
competent Court within fourteen days of the
date of the order, December 25, ran as from
January 3, in accordance with the Rules of
the Court, the intervening days being Court
holidays. To this he made no reply. I also
asked him to hasten the despatch of the
applications " to the Registrar, so that the
Applicants would have ample time to take legal
action, should ‘this become necessary. When,
however, . I applied next day for a further
extension of the visiting passes, which had been
issued to the Applicants on December 26,
and extended to that day, I was astonished to
learn that the Immigration Officer refused to
extend them, on the ground that the Order of the
Court, which was expressed to run until further
order, expired thatday. Iprotested energetically
against this arbitrary refusal, pointing out that
the applications, which had only been despatched
the day before could not have yet been received
by the Registrar, by whom they still had to be
considered, that the order of the Court still ran,
and that the Applicantswere under no immediate
obligation to take legal action to enforce their
claims. My protests, however, went unheeded.
The Order required that, upon the lodging with
the Immigration Officer of the security
.demanded, the Applicants were to be uncondi-
‘tionally released. Notwithstanding  this, he had
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obliged them to take the above-mentioned
visiting passes, and had allocated the sum of
£ 40, out of £ 100 security, as deposits thereon,
of which £ 10 was, on January 6, refunded
to Mr. Bhawani Dayal, when he was allowed.by
the Honourable the Minister to remain in Natal,
on the strength of his education test. .
“Section 31 of the Immigration Restriction
Act of 1903, as amended by Section 5 of the
Act of 1906, provides that a person. who has
entered Natal upon a visiting pass, and who is
found in the Province after the time allowed by
such a pass, as extended, shall suffer forfeiture of
his deposit thereon. The Applicants were,
therefore, faced with the alternatives of having
their visiting pass deposits forfeited and of being -
obliged to institute costly legal proceedings for
the recovery thereof, or of leaving the Province
immediately if they wished to save the deposits,
Having in consideration the fact ‘that they could
not take legal action, as contemplated by the
order of the Court, in any Natal Court, -upon
their claims to enter the Transvéal, and that
they could not approach the Transvaal Courts,
until their claims had been rejected by the
Registrar, and their appeal against his decision
dismissed, the Applicants felt that it would be
preferable for them to proceed at once to the
Transvaal, where they could procure unimpeach-
able evidence in support of their claims, even at
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the risk of being arrested at Volksrust as
prohibited immigrants. They accordingly left
for the Transvaal on the night of January 7,
and I accompanied them, in order to facilitate
their journey and appear on their behalf in the
Transvaal, should necessity arise.

“Upon arrival at -Volksrust, the whole party
were detained, and I asked that they should be
brought before the Magistrate, but it was
explained that the instructions of the Registrar
must first be sought. A telegram wasdespatched
to that official, stating the circumstances and
that I was prepared to proceed to Pretoria with
the Applicants, so as to submit further evidence
to him. On the evening of the 8th, a reply
came, instructing the police to prosecute the
Applicants and their wives at once as prohibited
immigrants, unless they immediately returned to
Natal, where they were wanted for contravention
of the immigration laws of that Province. The
latter statement was wholly incorrect, for Mr.
Bhawani Dayalwas not regarded as a prohibited
immigrant in Natal, and the others had a right
to be there during the pendency of the order of
the Court. Upon my request, and after I had
narrated the circumstances of the case, the
Magistrate granted a remand to Pretoria until
the 16th. “Later I submitted further evidence to
the Registrar,  who agreed to a further remand
until-the: 30th, but before thatdate, I was notified
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that the claims had been admitted and that the
charge waswithdrawn. Registration Certificates
have since been issued to the Applicants, bearing
the names of their wives, I would here remark
that whilst the Transvaal authorities have
accepted the evidence produced by Mr. Bhawani
Dayal that his wife is in fact his wife, the same
evidence was not accepted previously by the
Natal Immigration Officer, and the ludicrous
position arises that Mrs, Bhawani Dayal, so long
as she remains in the Transvaal, is safe from
molestation at the hands of Immigration officials,
but that she is liable to arrest and summary
deportation should she accompany her. husband
to Natal.” : )
While this attracted extraordinary public
attention, it caused a lot of mental worry and
physical trouble, and a good deal of financial loss
too, to Swami Bhawani Dayal. The reason for
greater public interest in this particular case was
that the ‘Hon. Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale had
just returned to India after an extensive tour of
South Africa, which he visited with a view to
studying the conditions of domiciled Indians,
under which they had been living there for
more than half a century, and because he was
assured of a liberal administration of this very
Immigration Act by the responsible Ministers
like General Botha and General Smuts, which
was, however, ruthlessly applied in the case of
4
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Swamiji. This gave them a’ chance to realise
their actual helpless  position.

CHAPTER VI

GREAT INDIAN STRIKE

» EFORE Swamiji was able to settle down
B - peacefuilly, after this unhappy experience,
the question of starting the Passive
Resistance began to agitate the mind of the
Indian people. Mahatma Gandhi sent a final
warning to the Union Government stating that
unless assurances of the introduction of legislative
and administrative measures, in the following
session, were given, to recognise in the .new law
the validity of de facto monogamous marriages, to
remove the racial bar, as regards the Free State,
to restore the right of entry into the Cape Colony
to South African-born Indians, to repeal the £ 3
tax imposed on the indentured Indians who had
come after 1895, and to administer justly and
with -due regard to vested interests existing
legislation operating harshly against Indians,
Passive Resistance would be immediately revived.
‘Had the Union Government accepted these
minimum demands of the Indians put forward
by their leadér, Mahatma. Gandhi, an important
experiment, which he later on applied in India
with marked success, would have remained
unused. But the warning was ignored, and the
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struggle was resumed in all its bitternessand on
a much wider scale than before. THhe Indians of
South Africa are justly proud of having proved
the value of Satyagrah, for the first -time, to
India and the world. In fdct, for the historic
value and importance, this South Aftican chapter
ought to be written with golden letters in the
history of the Satyagrah Movement.

The Passive Resistance was actually started
in September, 1913, when Shrimati Kasturba
Gandhi, Kaka Rustomji and some inmates of the
Phoenix Settlement were sent to jail. Both
Bhawani Dayal and his wife decided.to join the
struggle, in spite of their financial worries and
unsettled affairs. Mrs., Bhawani Dayal met
Mahatma Gandhi in Johannesburg and discussed
the matter with him. "Mahatmaji first tried to
dissuade her from her determination by telling
her the woe and misery of the prison-life, but
subsequently he had to give his consent,
when he found that she was prepared to undergo
all kinds of sufering for the sake of -national
honour. Of all the remarkable - incidents
connected with the Passive Resistarice ‘struggle
of 1913, the most wonderful was the patticipation
of ladies. With several Tamalian ladies, Mrs.
Bhawani Dayal joined the struggle even before
her husband could do so, which ‘was described
in the Indian Opinion of October 8, 1913, as
follows:—
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- “Twelve ladies, with six babies in arms, went
to Vilegoen's Drift with Mr. Kallenbach who
accompanied them to smooth over troubles that
might arise in the Free State. It was not the
intention to court arrest at the Free State border
atall. The ladies, on reaching Vilgoen's Drift,
remained on the Veld until they could catch the
returning train to Vereeniging. On returning to
the latter place, the Immigration authorities
would not arrest them. They, therefore,
suggested to Mr. Kallenbach that they would
rather hawk in Vereeniging and courtarrest than
go back to Johannesburg. The Indian merch-
ants, who were looking after the ladies, at once
fell in with the proposal and the decision was
made. The merchants were to supply goods free
of charge and the takings were to go to the
Passive Resistance Fund. According to this
plan these brave ladies, who had never done
any hawking, commenced it in Vereeniging and
attracted considerable attention. If they fail
to get arrested by so doing, they will seek some
other mode of getting arrested. They are all
determined women who would brave any
dangers.” . :

Meanwhile, Swami Bhawani Dayal formed a
party of passive resisters including some ladies
in Germiston and went out 'courting arrest.
They hawked about the streets, -and; on failing
to get arrested, they went on to the platform.
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This is how the whole incident was described
by the Transvaal Leader correspondent- at
Germiston:— - , S

“Excitement reigned for a. while at the
Germiston railway station. From fifty to sixty
Indians, male and female, took possession of the
central section of the spacious new platform.
About twenty of them carried hawkers’ baskets,
containing a few bunches of bananas; a pineapple
or two, or a few handfuls of monkey . nuts, which
they offered for sale to the white people
assembled. As hawking on railway premises is
prohibited, the police intervened. It then
transpired that the affair was a passive resistance
demonstration. It was explained to them that
no one, of any race or colour, could trade on
railway premises unless expressly authorised by
the railway authorities. The reasoning appeared
to impress the party with the absurdity of the
proceedings, but they said that they must have
instructions from Mr. Gandhi. One of them,
therefore, sought out a telephone, adjourning the
demonstration' for the nonce. After a- little
while, it was announced that Mr. Gandhi said
they must persist, and compel the police toarrest
them. Thetwenty oddcandidatesfor martyrdom
resumed their hawking, and eventually-ten men
and six women: were arrested, as they desired,
and charged with trading on railway premises.
The business afforded onlookers much amuse-
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ment, and, from the comic opera . point of view,
was a success, but from the political point of
view it was a fiasco. It is not even certain that
the case will be brought before the Magistrate.”
“The party was released . after a detention for
six hours in Germiston gaol. - However, Swamiji
and his companions were determined to force
themselves on the Government in order to get
arrested. Swamiji had joined that party which
got into the train for the Natal border, there to
challenge arrest. This party included the brave
ladies who had been courting .arrest . at
Vereeniging. They appeared perfectly happy
and most determined. The party reached
Volksrust and were taken off the .train, although
their destination was Charlestown. They were
told rthat, although they were detained, they
-were " not arrested. . They .insisted on the
~authorities finding food, quarters and lodging for
‘them. " The Indian merchants offered all these,
:but they said that the ‘Gavernment were bound,
‘if they were detained, to provide them with these
‘things: ~The next day, the party was told that
‘they' might go” wherever they pleased. . They
-thereupon proceeded to Charlestown by the train
.that was also carrying. Mahatma Gandhi and Mr.
‘Kallenbach. The party gotdownat Charlestown
.and then proceeded to "Newcastle to add a new
.chapter _in the history; of the Passive Resistance
-Movement. . -
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A grand strike was organised at Newcastle
by the late Mr. C. K. Thambi Naidu and Swami
Bhawani Dayal with the assistance of the brave
ladies. This strike is said to be unprecedented
in the history of South Africa by the Indians as
it was most successful and most widespread, the
object of which was stated as follows:—

“The bbject of the strike is simply and solely -

to compel the Government, by peaceful methods,
to fulfil the’ promise given to the- Hon. Mr.
Gokhale to abolish the £ 3 tax on ex-indentured
Indians, their wives and children. This is their
partof the passive resistance campaign, andas soon
as the Government agree to bring in legislation
with the desired object the strikers will return to
work—this- being 3 strike against the Govern-
ment and not against erﬁployers.f’
" For going to the railway barracks to ask
Indians to go on with the strike; Swami Bhawani
Dayal was arrested, persecuted and fined £ 2 by
the Magistrate of Newcastle. On his refusal to
pay any fine, he was set free with a remark, *“all
right you can go; I shall execute.”

Swami Bhawani Dayal vigorously continued
his activities and visited many places of impor-
tance, to advise his fellow-countrymen to give up
their work. He distinctly told them that the day,
when the mines in northern Natal would stop
to work; the ships in Durban would go without
their cargo of coal; the labourers at north and
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south coasts would refuse to work at the sugar-cane
plantations; the cooks and waiters would decline
to look after the comforts of the white Sahebs,
that very day the obnoxious £ 3 tax would go
and thousands would inhale the air of freedom.
The result was so amazing thata complete
strike was declared and observed in and around
Newecastle. Railway barracks were closed, coal
mines ceased to function, hotels were deserted
by the waiters, tradesmen set aside their tools,
scavengers refused to carry out their duties and
even hospitals were affected for want of hands.

CHAPTER VII
IMPRISONMENT -

HE incessant efforts of Swamiji, at iast,
T attracted the attention of the Government
and a warrant was issued for him. He was
airrested, triedand fined £ 5 in consequence thereof,
or three months imprisonment with hard labour in
default. He refused to pay thefineand preferred
to go to jail. Although he was imprisoned in the
eyes of the rulers, he himseif’_was fully conscious
of the fact that:—- -
" Stone walls do not a prison make,
Nor iron bars-a cage; ‘
Minds innocent and quiet take,
.. That for hermitage.
Mrs: Bhawani Dayal immediately joined her
husband in jail with her other lady collcagues,
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which was thus described by the I ndmn Opmzon
of October 29, 1913:— . . :
“The ladies from the Transvaal were arrested
at Newcastle under the Vagrancy Act as “idle,
disorderly or suspicious persons.” They ad-
mitted having come to Newcastle peacefully to
advise the mine labourers to - suspend work until
the Government gave an unequivocal undertaking.
to repeal the £ 3 tax. They refused to give any
other account of themselves or to cross-examine.
They were sentenced to the maximum penalty—
to paya fine of £ 5 orto be imprisoned with
hard labour for three months. The Iladies
joyfully accepted imprisonment which they had
been courting for many weeks. In sentencing,
the Magistrate made insulting references to Mr.
Polak, who was watching the proceedings, and the
ladies present. Much indignation wasfeltamongst
the local Indians at the Magistrate’s bitter
language to the ladies. They sent the message
to South African Indians that they hope their
example for their country’s honour will inspire
all to continue the struggle unt:l v1ctory is
won.” = . SR
Bhawani Dayal_]l and his wife, Jagrani Devn,
served the term of their imprisonment in the
gaols of Newcastle, Pieter Maritzburg and Dur-
ban, the details of which had been ably narrated
at length by Swamiji in his well-known books
in Hindi—Hamari Karavas Kahani (Story. .of
)
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My Prison-life), and Dakshin Afrika Ke Mere
Anubhav (My Experiences of South Africa).
While in the jail, they underwent numerous
hardships and sufferings, which resulted in the
break-down of their health, and they had to be
treated as patients in the gaol hospital for several
days. " They were dischared from the Durban
Central Gaol on the 17th and 20th of . January,
1914, respectively, as physical wrecks, after they
had served the full term of their imprisonment.
Bhawani Dayalji met witha somewhat interesting
experience on the day of his wife’s release—a few
days after his own. Learning that Mrs. Bhawani
Dayal was, with the other ladies, being detained
at  the prison under the Immigration Act, he
proceeded to the Immigration Office, and was
himself detained, until he was identified by Mr.
Polak and the Chief Immigration Officer.

CHAPTER VIII

SETTLEMENT

HE incidents which occured during the

T strike, are too numerous to be mentioned

here, and therefore, I will rest contented

with quoting a passage or two from the
Golden Number of Indian Opinion :—

“The campaign of the Indian women whose

marriages had been dishonoured by a fresh deci-
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sion of the Supreme Court, at the instigation of
the Government, the awakening of the free and.
indentured labourers all over Natal, the tremen-
dous strikes, the wonderful and historic strikers’
march of protest into the Transvaal, the horrible
scenes enacted later in the effort to crush the -
strikers and compel them to resume work, the
arrest and imprisonment of the principal leaders
and of hundreds—almost - thousands—of the
rank and file, the enormous Indian mass meet-
ings held in Durban, Johannesburg, and other
parts of the Union, the fierce and passionate .
indignation aroused in India, the large sums of
money poured into South Africa from all parts
of the Motherland, Lord Hardinge‘s famous
speech at Madras, in which he placed himself at
the head of Indian public opinionand hisdemand
for a Commission of Inquiry, the energetic efforts
of Lord Ampthill's Committee, the hurried
intervention of the Imperial authotfities; the
appointment over the heads of the . Indian
community of a Commission whose personnel
could not satisfy the Indians, the discharge
of the leaders whose advice to ignore
the Commission was almost entirely accepted,
the arrival of Messrs. Andrews and Pearson and
their wonderful work of reconciliation, the deaths
of Harbat Singh and Valiamma, the strained
position relieved only by the interruption of the
second European strike, when Mahatma Gandhi
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once more undertook not to hamper the Govern-
ment whilst they had their hands full with the
fresh - difficulty, and, when it had been dealt
with, the entirély new spirit of friendliness, trust,
and co-operation that was found to have been
created by the moderation of the great Indian
leader  and the loving influence spread around
him by Mr. Andrews as he proceeded - W1th his
great Imperial mission.

- “All these things are of recent hlstory, as are
the favourable recommendation of the  Commis-
sion on practically every point referred to it and
out of which Passive Resistance had arisen, the
adoption of the Commission’s Report. in its
‘entirety by the Government, the introduction
and passing into law of the Indians’ Relief Act,
after lengthy and remarkable debates in both
Houses of the Legislature, the correspondence
between Mahatma Gandhi and General Smuts,
in which "the latter undertook, on behalf of thé
Government, to carry. through the administrative
reforms that were not covered by the new Act,
and the Indian protagonist of Passive Resistance
formally announced the conclusion of the struggle
'And set forth the points upon which Indians
would, socner or later, have to be satisfied before
they could acquire complete equality. of civil
status—and the final scenes of departure, enacted
throughout the country, wherein the deaths and
sufferings of the Indian _martyrs, Nagappen,
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Narayansamy, Harbat Singh, and Valiamma,
were justified and sanctified to the world.

“The system of indentured immigration from
India, that had been regarded almost ‘as a
permanent feature of South Africa economics, has
been ended. The hated £3 tax has been repealed
and its attendant misery and insult destroyed.
Vested rights, that were tending everywhere . to
disappear, are to be maintained and protected.
The bulk of Indian marriages, that had never
previously received the sanction of South African
law, are henceforth to be fully recognised in law.
India has been raised in the scale of nations,
her children in South Africa have been ennobled,
and the way is now open to them to develop
their capacities in peaceand concord, and thus
contribute their quota to the building up of
this great new nation thatis arising in the South
African sub-continent.”

- CHAPTER IX

LITERARY ENTERPRISE

FTER the termination "of the Passivé
A Resistance Movement, Swamiji had an
opportunity to appear before the public in

one more capacity as that of a literary man. Soon
after his release from prison, he was appointed
the Editor of the Hindi ‘section of the Indian
Opinion, a weekly journal of historic fame. During
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this period, this journal had on its staff such emi-
nent personalities as Mahatma Gandhi and Mr.
H. S. L. Polak. It wasa unique chance in his
life to learn the art of journalism under sucha
distinguished board of editors, which he, how-
ever, gave up just before the departure of Maha-
tama Gandhi for India. He has since edited
many journals an account of which shall be
given in a separate chapter.

-Thereafter he engaged himself in propagation
of the Hindi language and succeeded in the
formation of the Hindi Pracharini Sabhas and
Hindi Schools at Germiston, Newcastle, Dann-
hauser, Hattingspruit, Glencoe, Burnside, Lady-
smith, Weenan and Jacobs, anda Hind: Ashram
consisting of a school and libraryat Clare Estate,
in the vicinity of Durban. He also organised the
first and second South African Hindi Literary
Conferences in Ladysmith and Pieter Maritzburg
respectively.

This period is also important in as much as
he did a lot of writing work. He wrote his first
book Dakshin Afrika Ke Satyagrah Ka Itihas
‘(History of the Passive Resistance in South
Africa) in 1914, which was published in 1916 in
India. First copy of this book was presented to
Mahatma Gandhi at the anniversary of Gurukul-
Kangri. It was a well written illustrated account of
the world-renowned Satyagrahof Indiansin South
Africa. - The book was highly appreciated and
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was a great success, both in its literary merit
and subject matter. The second edition of this
book was out in 1920. It mady be noted here
that this book was published.before the Satya-
grah was actually started in India, and was,
perhaps, first authotitative account of ‘Satyagrah
in Hindi, which played such an important part
in the emancipation of India, after it had been
tried in South Africa. Itis, therefore, ‘difficult
to measure the extensive efect this book "must
have produced in moulding public opinion.and
in preparing the people for non-violent war of
independence to liberate India from the yoke of
foreign domination.

Swamiji wrote many books during the period,
a complete list of which is given in the Appendix
I, and all of them were highly spoken by ‘the
critics and admirers alike. It was his most
fruitful time from the literary point of view.
Since then Swamiji has written = numerous
thought-provoking articles, but only one or two
books owing to his pre-occupations, which is,
however, very much regretted in literary circles
which expected a continuous flow of books from
his pen. ' '
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CHAPTER X

THE AMRITSAR CONGRESS

visit to India in 1919, when he got enrolled

his son and nephew as students of the
Gurukul, Brindaban. He represented the South
African Indiansat the annual session of the Indian
National Congress, that was held in Amritsar
under the presidentship of the late Pandit Moti-
lal Nehru. Swamiji was a guest of that immortal
martyr Swami Sharddhanandji, who was the
chairman of the Reception Committee. This
session was very important in the history of
India’s struggle for freedom owing to the notor-
ious affair of the Jallianwalla Bagh, where many
innocent Indians, young and old, were merci-
lessly and indiscriminately massacred by one
General Dyer of British army,

Swami Bhawani Dayal was given an oppor-
tunity to address the session on behalf of Indians
abroad. It was the first experience in. his life
to narrate the painful story ‘concerning the
Indians overseas before a representative and
huge gathering of the Indian nation. Here he
met for the first time, that great Indian patriot,
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, the father of
Indian unrest as described by Sir Valentine
Chirol in his famous book. Swamiji was also
given an opportunity to deliver a speech in the

SWAMI Bhawam Dayal pa1d his second
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Vandematram Hall along with Tilak Maharaj.

Swamiji stayed in India for about a year and
during this period he rendered useful service to
the cause of his people .domiciled in Colonies.
He toured from place to place, organising public
mzetings and delivering speeches, with a view to
rousing the public interest for the cause. He also
wrote many articles in the press illustrating the
lifz and condition of colonial Indians. In this
brief period of his sojourn, he did a lot of
propaganda for the success of his mission. The
result was that'the people began to realise and
sympathise, and take a greater intefest in’the
welfare of their countrymén abroad.

Besides his colonial mission, he actively
helped the Indian people to better their condi-
tions. He was instrumental in organising many
useful institutions for the betterment of the
Indian masses. He participated in so many
conferences and public meetings that it is almost
impossible to mention them here, but the most
notable was his participation in the All-India
Cow Conference, Anti-Caste Conference and
the Hindi Literary Conference. He did not
iznore even the Indian States. He took particular
interest in the Satyagrah of Bijolia, a small estate
in Mewar, Rajputana. He was also appointed a
mzmber of the Commission, which was asked
to investigate into the conditions of Satyagrahis

at Bijolia. He returned to South Africain 1920
6
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after so much of strenuous work in India. "

CHAPTER XI

DEATH OF J -\GRANI DEVI

WAMI Bhawam Dayal sustamed anirtepar-
able loss in thé untimely death of his wife,
Shrimati Jagrani Devi, who passed away

onthe8th of April, 1922. I will write a separate
chapter about Mrs. Bhawani Dayal, but here I
cannot help’ quoting an editorial note from the
Indian Opinion of April 14, 1922:—

“It is with profound regret that we have to
record the sad and untimely death of Jagrani
Devi, the wife of Pandit Bhawani Dayal, which
took place last Saturday morning at their
residence at Jacobs after a short illness. The
body was brought into town on Sunday morning
and the funeral left from Kapitan’s Tea Room
in Grey Street at 9-30. The funeral wasfollowed
by a large number of Indians representing all
sections of the community. Thebody of the late
Mrs. Bhawani Dayal was cremated at the
crematorium near Umgeni, the ceremony being
performed according to Vedic rites. Mr. Ismail
Gora (President of the Natal Indian Congress) -
in a short speech expressed regret on behalf of the
Indian community at the loss sustained by
"Pandit Bhawani Dayal, and prayed for the eternal
peace for the departed ‘soul, Those who were
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in, and who followed, the great Passive Resistance;
struggle in 1913 require but little introduction of:
Mrs. Bhawani Dayal. It was when, apartfrom
other innumerable humiliations placed on His
Majesty's British Indian subjects, the Union
Government even. refused . to recognise the
validity of Indian marriages performed under the
tenets of an Indian religion, that the Indian
women realised that that was not only an insult
to their religion, but.an insult to Indian
womanhood and one. among ‘those who volun-
teered to undergo any.-suffering rather  than
accept such humiliating -conditions, was the late
Mrs. Bhawani Dayal, who, " with a smiling_face,
went to gaol with her year and half old baby in
her arms. Apart from this, thelate Mrs. Bhawani
Dayal, though she has notbeenknown outwardly;:
has, during the short time that she lived, done a
good bit of social service. : :She was a blessing - to, '
the poor and illiterate round about where she
lived, in. -that,-she gave them some of the-
knowledge she was blessed with, and guided them,
to the right path. She also taught their children
in the vernacular language of which she possessed
a good knowledge. She had indeed proved a
true wife. She was of very great assistance to
her-husband, not only in theirdoméstic affairs
but even in publiclife. : The latest’ step Pandit
Bhawani Dayal his taken'by thésole:inspiration
and on the only strengthr of: his -dutiful wife. is:
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the establishment of a press with the intention
of publishing a journal in the Hindi language
called the Hindi for the social, religious and
political advancement of the Hindi people in
this country. But “Man proposes and God
disposes” has proved too true in the case of
Pandit Bhawani Dayal whose hopes have
shattered to pieces. By the sudden and
untimely death of his dear wife he has sustained
a loss that can never be filled. But none can
stay the hands of Providence. In extending our
heartfelt sympathy to Pandit Bhawani Dayal we
pray that this. thought may be a consolation to
him and that the Almighty may grant him
patience and courage to endure the suifering
that has befallen him, and grant him the strength
to continue and see through the noble work he
has set‘his heart to. With this issue we present
our readers with a portrait of the late Mrs.
Bhawani Dayal with the sincere hope that it
may serve asan inspiration to our brothers and
sisters in fightinig the battle for freedom.”

'CHAPTER XII

GAYA - CONGRESS

N WAMI Bhawani Dayal visited India again

Y - in 1922 and participated .in- the.annual
'session' of the Indian National Congress,

held at ‘Gaya, as a. representative _of .the Natal
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Indian Congress. Here he succeeded in getting
the Natal Indian Congress, Transvaal British
Indian Association and the Cape British Indian
Council affiliated to the Indian National Congress
and these political organisations .of South
Africa were empowered to send ten delegates
to the annual sessions of the Ind1an National .
Congress. '

A brief account of the work and activities of
Swamiji, while he was in India, was given by
Shri Satya Narain Lal, B.A., in the course of his
article, that appeared in the National Number of
the Hindi of July 27, wherein he writes:—

“After landing in Bombay in December last,
Pandit Bhawani Dayal first paid a visit to his
own village and having stayed there for a few
days, he went to Gaya to attend the session of
the Indian National Congress. He had discus-
sions with the eminent leaders of India and
succeeded in preparing a resolution to-the eﬂ.eci_:
that the representation of South African Indians
be accepted in future and that the Natal, Indian
Congress, Transvaal British Indian Association
and the Cape British Indian. Council be
empowered to send.annually ten-delegates to
the Indian .National Congress. After attending
the Gaya Congress, Panditji began his tour in
the District of Shahabad, which is the birth-
place and battle-field of Kunwar - Singh and
Amar Singh, the heroes .of the War of
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Independence of 1857. It was due to  his tour
and impressive speeches that a great awakening
took place once more in that part of Bihar.
Most -of the disappointed workers were once
more -encouraged and came forward in the field
of activities with new hope and vigour. Great
enthusiasm was exhibited in Sasaram Sub-
Division. The citizens of Sasaram and Dehri-
on-Sone -presented addresses to him in which
they- expressed their feelings of gratitude. He
addressed huge meetings attended by thousands,
ahd at every place procession with national flags
was carried out with due reverence. The police
officers were very keen in watching the
proceedmvs and hastily taking the notes of his
forceful speeches. It can never be denied that
the people had great regard for Panditji and
Wéfe'.é.’lways ready to respect him as the hero of
Arfrah: - In short, it can be said *with certainty
that his Shahabad tour was a great success.

i "Thus after discharging his duty, that he
owed-to his own Province, he went to Gurukul
Brmdaban to gratify his long-felt desire of visit-
mg that famous University. He delivered a series
of Jectures witha view of - placing noble ideals
béfore- the students and professors of that
Unrvei'SJty ‘Thereafter he went to Cawnpore
fo attend the All-India Hindi Sahitya Sammelan
(therary Conference), where “ he delivered a
rémarkable speech regardmg the literary
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conditions of Indians abroad. A resolution was
passed in which the Sammelan recognised the
“importance of the Hind: and the innumerable-
services that Hindi had been able, during- its
early careet, to render to the Indians overseas.
Pandit Bhawani Dayal was congratulated for his
noble work of propagating Hindi in the Colonies.
Apart from these, he contributed several articles
to the Indian press by which, we hope, he would
be able to throw sufficient Jight on the problems
of Indians abroad. But all along he was busy
writing articles for his’ own journal. Thus
after spending full six months in India, Panditji
will leave for South Africa on the July ‘11 by
‘the S.S.Karagola and not without giving intense
piin and grief to the Indians, who weré very
pleased to hear his arrival in December last.” - -

CHAPTER XIII

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS ’

WAMI Bhawani Dayal has all along beén

an ardent and trusted worker of the Natal

o Indian Congress. This Congress was

founded on May 22, 1894 by Mahatma -Gandhi,

the maker of modern India, and it is only ten

years younger than the great organisation in
India, the Indian National Congress.

The Natal Indian- Congress had been doing

much useful work by guarding and protecting
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‘the rights and interests of Indians almost from
its very inception, but unfortunately on account
of high-handedness and short-sighted policy of
certain oficials, it became defunct in 1915 soon
after the departure of Mahatmaji. Natal Indians
remained withouta political organisation for a
number of years.

Vigorous attempts were, however, made to
revive it in 1921 and in this Swamiji played an
important part. Eventually the Natal Indian
Congress was revived and reorganised on March
6, 1921, and Swamiji was appointed a Vice-
President, an office which he continuously
occupied till May 1, 1938, when he was elected
President. His election as the President of
the Natal Indian Congress was greeted not only
in South Africa but also in India. The Natal
Indians deserve to be congratulated for two
particular reasons; firstly, because they have
elected the first Hindu to occupy this office since
its formation in 1894, and secondly, because of
the position Swamiji occupies in India and
abroad. The Congress was in need of having
such a president who might enjoy the confidence
of every section of the Indian community.
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CHAPTER XIV

BRITISH GUIANA SCHEME

HILE referring to the fundamentally
W naked and highly selfish policy of the

Union of South Africa towards its
Indian population, the first point to be noted is
that when the European sugar-cane planters saw
that they and their plantations would be ruined
for want of cheap, docile, reliable labour, -they
requested the Indian Government on their
bended knees to allow Indian labourers to
migrate to Natal. After great difficulty, the -
Indian Government sanctioned the migration.
The result of this was that the Indian labourers
began to be sent to Natal from 1860. For about
fifty years thereafter all went well. The
plantations, which were on the point of being
totally ruined, were properly looked after by
Indian labourers and the Natal planters made -
their piles and everything looked rosy.

On having made their position sound,
however, the whitemen saw that Indian labour
was no longer wanted. And so they began to
cast about for means to drive themaway. Then
the campaign against the Coolies commenced.
Several heartless remedies were tried and the
hounding out of the Indians from South Africa
became, day by day, more and more hideous

and shocking.
7
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In 1921, the Union Government was anxious
toinaugurate a fancy scheme to repatriate the
Natal Indians to British Guiana. A memorable
mass meeting was held in Durban under the
presidentship of Swami Bhawani Dayal to
protest against the policy. The importance and
significance of this meeting can be imagined
from the following remarks of the Indian
Opinion of December 2, 1921:—

“The mass meeting held at Rawat’s Bio Hall
in connection with the invitation of the Union
Government to send an Indian delegation to
British Guiana was a success beyond expectations.
Anyone who has had the opportunity of being
present at the meeting could not possibly wish
for a further and a better demonstration of how
strongly, not only the idea of sending a delegation
to British Guiana but the Union Government’s
Repatriation Scheme as a whole, is disapproved
of by the Indian community. The speeches
that were made were very spirited, and the
resolution was, as it should be, and it was
gratifying to note that it was carried unanimously.
The incident that was most worthy of note was
that an element that was working, in this
connection, against the community till the end
and was thereby causing great deal of hindrance
to our cause, after making a frank confession of
its folly also joined with the meeting in passing
the resolution disapproving of the Government’s
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proposal. * Thus there was absolute unanimity
prevalent in the meeting, which was a most
satisfactory result. The Protector ‘of Indian
Immigrants who was present at the meeting as a
representative of the Government had, by his
presence, rendered a great service to 'the
community for which the community’s thanks
are due to him. We have but little doubt that
he will have reported the true feelings of the
community on the matter in question, as beheld
by him at the meeting.” :

The New India of Madras, an organ of the
late Mrs. Annie Besant, wrote in the following
manneri— :

“The Government of the Union of South
Africa are well-nigh" tired of thé" Indian
community among the European settlersand are
vigilantly looking around for ways to get rid of
them. Could they be dispatched back to India,
or British Guiana or to any of the Poles, is their
perpetual question. Voluntary Trepatriation is
nothing but a scheme to give effect to this desire.
The Government therefore asked the Indian
community to consider theadvisability of sending
an Indian delegation to British Guiana-.to
investigate and report to ‘them as to whether it
could absorb some “of the ‘Indian population of
the Union. The community have considered the
question at'a Durban meeting and have arrived
at the only possible ~‘conclusion. © They strongly
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disapproved, not only of the idea of a deputation
to Guiana, but of the very scheme of repatriation
as well and unanimously passed a resolution to
this effect. It was significant thata section of
the community which till recently was working
against general opinion confessed its folly at the
meeting and presented a united front to the
Government. The President of the meeting,
Pandit Bhawani Dayal, did well to warn the
audience of the painful experiences of thealready
repatriated Indians.”

CHAPTER XV

THE PRINCE AND CONGRESS

NCE there was an acute difference of
@ opinion between Swami Bhawani Dayal
and his colleagues, with the result he had

to leave the Congress for the time-being. It
happened when the Prince of Wales, now Duke
" of Windsor, visited Durban in the course of his
South African tour in 1925. The Durban
Corporation decided to accord him a fitting
welcome and it was also resolved to invite some
prominent Indians to the Civic Reception,
though they were debarred from Civic Dinner,
apparently- owing to the racial discrimination
policy. Some of the Congress leaders were deter-
mined to non-co-operate with the celebrations
arranged by the. Durban Corporation. Swamiji
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differed with them, and he maintained that the
Natal Indian Congress would not non-co-operate
with the municipal functions in compliance with
the wishes of the people, whom it had the
honour to represent.

A mass meeting was convened to conSJder
the question in which Swamiji’s point of view
was several times endorsed, but the opposition
went on moving amendment after amendment.
Swamiji was so disgusted with the affair that he
left the meeting, and in his absence, a resolution
was carried declaring non-co-operation with the
municipal functions.

Finally, the Congress refused the invitation
of the Durban Corporation but it meant no
disregard for the person of His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, yet the European press
published and featured a distorted version of the
Congress’ decision, thus creating bitter feelings
in the minds of the white settlers. Swamiji
tendered his resignation from the vice-president-
ship of the Congress. '

Though Swamiji was in favour of participa-
tion in the civic reception, yet he did not think
it advisable to take part in this in view of the
Congress’ decision. He diifered from the majo-
rity of the Congress leaders, and it was the main
reason of his resignation from the Congess, yét
he remained loyal to the Congress as ever.
Swamiji did not join even the Natal Indian
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Association, which was a rival organisation,
formed by some people opposed to the Congress,
despite their best efforts. Here is the considered
view of Swamiji that appeared in the Hindi of
May 22, 1925:— '

“The Congress might have blundered but it
is the body which to-day represents the entire
Indian community of Natal. We have resigned
but that is no reason for us to suggest that
the Congress is not the mouth-piece of the
Indians. There might be internal troubles but
that is no reason either for the teachers or the
Mayor to take advantage of, at this critical
moment. We feel confident that if the commu-
nity with one voice insists on its legitimate rights,
there is no reason why the Mayor' should not
yield, even if it is the dinner-table equality.”

Swamiji came back to the Congress fold,
when his co-workers approached him later.
He forgot all that had happened and demons-
trated his unflinching faith in the Congress.

CHAPTER. XVI

' . CLASS AREAS BILL

T is difficult to give a full account of South
]l African whitemen’s greed, their selfishness,
.- their mgratitude and positive hostility
towards the Indian Community. Race-hatred,
inequity and injustice have throughout charac-
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terised their relationship with the Indians, after .
their prosperity had been established as a result
of most exacting and sweating labour of’the
Indians.

It had been the aim of the South African
statesmen practically of all shades of opinion to
see that the whole lot of - Indians in the Union
are turned out lock, stock and barrel. And to
achieve this object, a ‘Class Areas Bill’ was intro-
duced in the Union Parliament in 1924, for segre-
gating the Indians from European population. :

This inhuman Bill might be justified on
purely racial grounds. It sought to segregate
persons with common racial characteristics; it was
purely and simply a class Bill; though worded in
general terms, it was undoubtedly, calculated
to segregate Indians. In practice, it was to
diJerentiate between one class or race of persons
from another. The Indians in the proclaimed
area were not to have the rightsof a man in
the unproclaimed area. In short, the Indians were
to be treated like dumb-driven cattle, and to be
huddled in a compound to suifocate and die by
the slow process of so-called British justice.;

Swami Bhawani Dayal had played an impor-
tant part in opposing the Bill. He addressed
mass meetings practically in every town of
Natal, explaining the real danger ahead. In his
opinion the policy of racial segregation was retro-
grade and detrimental to the progress- of
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human beings. It restricted the liberty and
freedom of a class of persons, and made no
allowance whatsoever for their development to
the highest degree. It created conditions that
encouraged herding of human beings, with the
undesirable consequence of greater impoverish-
ment, insanitation, ill-health and over-popula-
tion. :

About the same time, Shrimati Sarojini Devi
visited South Africa as a representative of Indian
National Congress. She was the guest of the
Natal Indian Congress during her stay in Natal.
Swamiji whole-heartedly co-operated with the
Congress to make her trip a grand success.
Immediately after the arrival of Shrimati Sarojini
Devi, the Smuts Government sustained a defeat
in a bye-election and the Union Parliament was
dissolved, which brought an end to this Bill,
at least for the time being.

CHAPTER XVII

DEPUTATION TO INDIA
ENERAL Smuts sustained a crushing
defeat in the Parliamentary elections,
‘ which broughtla downfallof his South Afri-
" can Party. The Nationalist Party came into power
and General Hertzog formed the new cabinet.
But the conditions of Indians did not alter in
any way by the change in the personnel of the
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Government. -Dr. Malan, Minister of Interior of
the new Government, introduced a measure in:
the Union Parliament to make provision for the
reservation of residential and trading areas for
certain persons having racial characteristics in
common, this was subsequently called Areas
Reservation Bill. The object of this Bill was
almost the same as that of the Class Areas Bill,
L. e. to segregate the Indians. It was a measure
to wipe out the Indians from South Africa.

It were the Indians who had built up the
colony of Natal. They worked in the colony
and developed it by clearing the jungles, opening
the mines, working on railroads, improving the
land and in a host of other ways, making the
country ‘habitable, beautiful and rich’. For sixty-.
five years they worked, and how were they
rewarded? In 1925, on having finished their work,
they were regarded as undesirables, unfit for
human rights and privileges. They were
regarded as a “‘menace’ to white civilisation, and
this obnoxious Bill was brought forward.

The Natal Indian Congress registered a
strong protest against the Bill and made every
effort to mobilize the Indian public opinion.
Swamiji worked very hard to further the cause.
He toured from place to place, addressing mass
meetings and explaining the pros and cons of
the Bill to the Indian people of Natal.

A conference of the. South. African- Indian
8
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Congress was- held in Cape Town and it was
resolved to send a deputation to India to seek
the intervention of the Government of India and
the Indian nation in the unjust .and cruel
persecution, to which the Indians were subjected
to in South Africa, and the deputation was to
consist of seven prominent leaders, one of them
was Swami Bhawani Dayal, others were Dr.
Abdurahman, Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee, Advocate
J. W. Godfrey, Mr. Amod Bayat, Mr. V. S. C.
Pather and Mr. A. A. Mirza,

Swamiji accompanied the deputation after
having suspended the publication of his weekly
journal the Hindi at the risk of great financial
loss. The deputation reached India in December,
1925, after doing some propaganda in the coastal
parts of East Africa. Shrimati Sarojini Naidu
gave a2 warm reception to the members of the
deputation on their arrival in Bombay at the
Taj Mahal Hotel, which was attended by a
distinguished gatherihg, including the Indian
members of the Executive Council, Ministers,
Judges, Legislators and well-known merchants.
In this gathering Mrs. Naidu paid a glowing
tribute to Swami Bhawani Dayal by referring to
him as lean and thin man of short stature but
with wonderful inflyence in the Indians of South
Africa, which surprised her during her brief
sojourn in, Natal. Thereupon Swamiji was
forced to stand up, in order.to exhibit himself to
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satisfy the curiosity of the gathering.

The deputation left Bombay for Calcutta to
interview the Viceroy and Governor-General of
India and toacquaint him with the real conditions
of the South African Indians. Mahatma Gandhi
met the deputation in the train at the Wardha
Station and gave his blessing to it. The
deputationists were received at the Calcutta
Station by the wife of the Mayor, Mrs. J. M.
Sen Gupta, Mr. T.C. Goswami, M. L. A., Dr.
S. K. Dutta, Rev. Dr. Fisher, Mr. K. C. Neogy,.
M. L. A,, and a large number of people.

While Mr. Goswami and other gentlémen
were waiting on platform no. 7 for the arrival of.
the Bombay Mail by which the members of the
deputation were travelling, the next platform
(No. 6) was cleared off the people for the arrival-
of His Excellency the Viceroy’s train from
Jamshedpur. After platférm No. 6 had been
cleared, an attempt was made to clear platform
No. 7. An European Sergeant. went on merrily
with his work, till he .came to [the spot where:
Shriyut Goswami and others were waiting. The
Sergeant wanted them to leave the platform, but
the latter refused to do so. When the Sergeant
found that Sjt. Goswami and his friends could
not be persuaded to leave the platform, he went
away and called in the Deputy Superintendent
of the Railway Police. This gentleman also did
not fare better. Strong words passed between
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him and Sjt. Goswami.” The latter told the
Deputy Superintendent that he had every right
to be on the platform and that he was not going
to leave it, because His Excellency the Viceroy’s
train was arriving at the next platform. The
Viceroy, Sj