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- To -
Tue SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT,
General Department, Bombay.

Subject.—Report on the working of the Backward Class
Department for 1939-40.

Sir,
T have the honour to submit the Administration Report on the working
of the Backward Class Branch of this Department for the year ending
- 81st March 1940.

Charge.

2. The charge of the Backward Class Officer was held by~
Mr. D. A. Dhruva, B.A. (Oxon.), for the whole year except from
15tk Decerber 1939 to 23rd December 1939 when it was held by
Mr, 0./ $. Devadhar, B.A.

Classification of Backward Classes.
3. The classification of certain communities twas revised as follows
during the year under report :—
Name Formerly classed as ~ Now classed as

Agers (o casto of agrienltura!l workera Intermediate .. Scheduled Class.
of the Kanara dislrict). *

Devdigs (ssme as Suppaligs, a musisinn- Not classificd .. Other Backward
enste of the Kanara district). ) Classes,

Korchars (samo as the Korvas of Kamatak), Intermediate .. Oé}ler Backward
nases,

Mnohigars (A Koroatok caste similaz to the Intermediate .. Scheduled Class,
Mochis).
Sanghors (A onsto' of wool-weavers of Intermediste .. Other Backward
Maharaghtra). } Clsasen,
#0-1 Bk R 371
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The list of the Backward Classes appended to Government Resolution,
General Department, No. 9330, dated 3rd December 1934, remaing
in force except with the changes mentioned above. The' Backward
Class Board appointed & special sub-committee to consider various
representations made by the different castes for their re-classification.
This sub-gommittes submitted its report to Government with its
Tecommendations which are under the consideration of Government,

.(Government has ordered that “ Dheds ”, a caste among the Scheduled
Classes, should be henceforth called “Mahyavanshis™ as the term
*¢ Dhed ” was considered to be degrading. : B

Primary Education of the Backward Classes.

4, Comparative figures regarding Backward Class pupils and
teachers in the past two years are given in the following table :—

Pugpils.
— ‘ 1938-39. 1939-40.
1. Scheduled Costeg .
() Attending common schools o . 13,150 89,945
{8} Attending specinl schools e . 13,00 13,187
Total ., 86,171 103,132
I, Aboriginal and Hill Tribes . - . 49,763 60,500
JTL. Other Backward Closses .. . - 46,936 58,380
Grand Total ., 182,870 202218
Teachers.

(In Government, District Local Board and Municipal Pri
Bchools) :— o e

— 1938-39. 1939-40.

Beheduled Castes—
Mon . . .. - 1,088 1,274
Women .- .. . ve 107 150

Total .. 1,205 1,424




. *
" — 1538-39, 185840,
Aboriginal and Bil! Tribes—
Men . .. . . 386 407
Women . . . .. 21 2%
Total .. 408 4313
@ther Backword Classes—
Men .. . o 475 488
‘Women e . s . 68 5l
Total ., 341 540
Grand Total—
Men e . .. e 1,058 2,170
Women . .. .. . 194 220
Total .. 2,152 2,390

(£) These figures show that there has been a substantial increase
in the number of Backward Class pupils as well as teachers in Primary
Schools. %he total increase of 39,348 in the number of pupils is
made up as follows :— .

Scheduled castes . .. 16,961
Other Backward classes . .. 11,650
Aboriginal and Hill Iribes ... 10,787

Total .. 39,348

© The increase is chiefly noticeable in the case of pupils and
teachers belonging to. the Scheduled Castes. The number of
Scheduled Class children attending common schools during the
ear increased by as many as 16,795. There was an encouraging
rise of 10,737 in the number of school children belonging to the
Aporiginal and Hill Tribes but the increase in the number of
teachers belonging to these tribes was only slight. It will be seen
from these figures that the Aboriginal and Hill Tribes and the
communities grouped as * Other Backward Classes” are still very
© backward in education as'compared to the Scheduled Classes, It
appears that the progress made in respect of primary education of
the Backward Classes during the year was in a large measure due
to the amendments made in the Primary Education Act by which the
supervision of Primary Schools was taken over by Government and
© it is hoped this progress will be accelerated in the coming years,
(i) The six night schools conducted by the District Backward
Class Committee, Sholapur, were closed during the year on account
of the discontinuance of the Municipal grants. The Sholapur
Municipality is now conducting two night schools for adult members
of the Scheduled Classes.
uo.1 Bk R 7—la
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Differential treatment of Scheduled Class children 0 sdwols;

5, (1) Government has issued explicit orders that no discrimination
should be observed with regard to admission and joint seating of
Scheduled Class children in common schools, These orders are being
observed in the majority of schools in the Province except in some parts
of Gujarat where orthodox Hindus are still found opposed to treating
Scheduled Class children on a footing of equality. A few typical cases
which came to the knowledge of this Department regarding differential
‘treatment given to Scheduled Class children in primary schools in Gujarat
are given below :— :

(@) At Por, Taluka North Dascroi of the Almedabad District, when
Scheduled Class children were admitted into the Local Board School
on the closure of the Harijan Sevak Sangh School they were not given
equal treatment and the caste Hindus of the village threatened
to harass the parents for sending their children to the common school.
On this being brought to the notice of the Chairman, District School
Board, Ahmedabad, he set matters right and no further trouble was
reported from the village.

(b) 1t was represented to the Assistant Backward Class Officer,
Northern Circle, Ahmedabad, that a Harijan girl was refused admission
to the Vanita Vishram Girls’ School, Surat. This incident was given.
publicity in a local newspaper also. After a protracted correspondence
however the management of the school agreed to admit Harijan gicls,
and one such girl has actually been taken into the school singe then,

(¢) At Ogan, Taluka Viramgaon {Ahmedabad District}, Scheduled
Class children of school going age were receiving no education as they
were not admitted in the Local Board School on account of opposition
from the local caste Hindus. This opposition was however
subsequently withdrawn as a result of persuasion by officers of this
Department and the local school teacher now reports that Scheduled
Class children are attending the school.

(d) At Davda, Taluka Nadiad, District Kaira, Scheduled Class
children stopped attending the Local Board School on account of the
caste Hindus’ threats to their parents. The Backward Class Organiser
working in the Northern Circle visited the village and on his advice
the villagers at first agreed to allow the Scheduled Class children to
attend the school, but they subsequently broke their promise, The
Administrative Officer of the District School Board thereupon vistted
the village with the Mamlatdar of the Taluka and warned the caste
Hindus that the school would be closed if they continued to flout the
Government orders in this respect. Since this warning also had ne
effect the school had finally to be closed by the School Board. 1t is
hoped this action will soon make the caste Hindus of the village
realise their mistaken attitude and lead them in the interests of their
own children to apply to the School Board for re-starting the school
on condition that Scheduled Class children are freely admitted.
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All cases of differentisl treatment in schools in Gujarat which were
reported to this Department were properly inquired into and the officers
concerned were moved to do the needful in the matter. It is hoped that
the provision in the Government orders for the withdrawal of grants
from schools refusing admission to Scheduled Class children will soon
lead to increased admissions of Scheduled Class children in primary
schools in Gujarat.

Secondary,’ Higher and Technical Education,

. 6. Several facilities are pgiven to Backward Class students
particularly girls receiving secondary, higher and technical education :—

(a) Students who are certified to be poor by the Head Masters of
the schools are exempted from the payment of room rent in the hostels

. attached to Government Secondary Schools.

{b) Backward Class girls who are unable to pay fees are awarded
free-studentships in Government Secondary schools. Twenty per cent.
of the Middle School Scholarships allotted to each distriet for
Backward Classes are reserved for girls belonging to these classes.
The Educational Inspectors have been directed to give preference to

- Backward Class girls over boys in respect of vacant scholarships in
Standards V to VII. Preference is also given to girls over hoys in
awarding scholarships to Backward Classes in Government Arts and
Professional Colleges.

(¢) The Backward Class students (including the Seheduled Cless
students) in Government and non-Government Arts and Professional
‘Colleges were awarded the special scholarships provided for in the
rules. Inaddition to this, the special free-studentships and additional
scholarships granted last year were continued this yesr. Besides,
Scheduled Class students who were newly admitted to these institutions
were granted hoth scholarships and free-studentships. Similarly,
students belonging to the Backward Classes other than the Scheduled
(lasses, newly admitted to these institutions were also given the
concession of free-studentships.

(@) In addition to scholarships awarded by the Educational Depart-
went, this Department gives monetary help to poor and deserving
students from the Backward Classes studying in Secondary Schools
and Colleges by way of lump grants for the purchase of books, tools,
ete., and for the payment of examination fees. Backward Class
students in technical institutions are also given scholarships by this
Department. The total amount spent on this account during the year
under report was Rs. 6,971-12-0 as against Ra. 5,617 in the last year,
A monthly scholarship of Rs. 15 was paid to 2 Backward Class student,
reading for the M.B.B.S. in the Grant Medical College, Bombay.

(¢) Government in their Memo., ¥ducational Department,
No. 6374-K, dated 24th May 1939, sanctioned for Scheduled Class
gtudents two scholarships of Rs. 16 per month tenable'for 4 years in
the Diploma Classes of the College of Engineering, Poona, and two
scholarships of Rs. 15 per month tenable for one year in the Training
Classes for the 8.T.C. examination.
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Government (R. D. No. 7893/33 dated 28th Noveraber 1939) also

- sanctioned two additional scholarships for students belonging to the

Scheduled Classes in the Veterinary College, Bombay, commencing:
from the 2nd term of the College year 1939-40.

Grants to Harijan Sevak Songhs, Institutions working for the
amelioration of Aboriginal and Hill T'ribes, ete.

7. A sum of Rs. 6,500 4 all was sanctioned during the year under
report; to the four Provineial Harijan Sevak Sanghs for carrying on their
educational activities among the Scheduled Classes. Thess granis are
sanctioned especially for the spread of literacy among the Scheduled
Classes, but the Harijan Sevak Sanghs are also allowed to spend one-third

of these grants for doing educative propaganda for the eradication of
untouchability.

The following three institutions working for the benefit of the
Aboriginal and Hill Tribes in the Partially Excluded Areas, »z. (1) The
Bhil Seva Mandal, Dohad, Broach and Panch Mahals District, (2) The
Dang Seva Mandal, Baglan, District Nasik, and (3) The Bhil Sudhar
Samiti, Dhulia, District West Khandesh, also received a grant of

Bs. 3,000 in all from this Department for their activities for the
amelioration of these tribes.

Non-recurring grants amounting to Rs, 1,988 were paid to the following
hostels during the year in order to enable them to provide the requisite
equipment of furniture, utensils, etc., for the inmates

Rs.

1. Shree Shahu Chhatmpatl Boardmg, '
Satara . 400
2. Hostel for Lamani boys, Bijapur . 500

3. Karnatak Harijan  Balikashram,

Hubli - .. .. 288
4. Gidwani Harijan Ashram, Kaira .. 800
5. Asprushyodharak Boarding, Chalisgaon. 300
Total .. 1,988

[r—

Admission of Buekward Class Teachers to Training Colleges.

B 8. According to Government orders the percentage preseribed for
admission of Backward Class teachers in the Treining Institutions.in
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this Province is 15 in all the Divisions. Information in this respect for
the year 1939-40 is tabulated below :—

Number of
Nomber of|  Number of Schoduled
tenchers Backward Cluss
« Serial Division admitted | Cloes teachors | teachers
No. t in odmitted and | admitted
.- Training their (includud
Colloges. | percentage. in
column 4).
1 2 3 4 4]
) Per cont.
1 | Nortbern Division .. L a0 9916 | 18
o | Bombay Division .. I 32—14'6 5
3 | Contral Division . . 832 80~10'8 68
4 | Sonthern Division . . 280 92t 8 8

It will be seen from these figures that it was only in the Bombay
Divigion that the nearest approach was madetothe prescribed percentage,
viz. 15, In other Divisions the number of admissions of Backward Class
teachers was far below the prescribed percentage, the reason given by
the Educationsl Inspectors being the new scheme of training teachers,
aceording to which senior teachers are given preference in selection for
the training. Instructions have since been issued to the Educational
Tnspectors of the Divisions to pay special attention to the selection of
Backward Class teachers for training and it is hoped that a substantial
increase in admissions will be achieved in the near future in the Northern,
Central and Southern Divisions..

Backward Class Hostels.

9. (@) The Government Backwaxd Class Hostel, Poona, continued to
work satisfactorily during the year. This hostel is meant for all
Backward Class students including the Scheduled Clagses. During the
year under report 64 boys were admitted to the hostel, 2 of whom later
on left the hostel. The total number on the zoll at the end of the year
was 62, It is gratifying to note that out of nine students from this
hostel who appeared fot the matriculation examination seven were
successful,
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{b) The number of privately managed Backward Class hostels
that received Government grants-in-aid increased from 42 to 65 during
the year under report as shown in the subjoined statement i—

) Grant
3132.“] Name of the hostel. dﬁ?ii;‘g
193040
Re.
1 | Asprushyodbarak Boarding House, Chalisgaon . . 501
2 | Shri Chokhamela Boarding House, Julgson " o 350
3 | Hostel for Tadvi Bhils, Ynﬂ?l - T . | 480
4 | Harijan Hostel, Amalner .. . o .. 30U
5 { Harijen Hostel, Jamncr - . o o a7
¢ | Harijan Boarding House, Bhusaval .. e e 4349
7 | Rawapati Boarding House, Parola, Bast Khandesh .. . riz
8 | Rajendra Harijsn Hostel, Dhulia G N B ¢
§ | Hostel for Bhil Boys, Shahads .. e - . 132
10 | Hostel for Bhil Gitls, Pimpalnor v . . | ET]
11 | Harijan Kanya Chhatralays, Dhulia . . . 446
12 | Gondhi Ashrare, Godbes. .. .. . oo
13 | Rashiriys Phil Asheam, Mirakhadi . o, . 1127
14 | Yeshawatiks Bhil Ashram, Jesawads .. e - 1,300
16 | Titodi Bhil Sshram, Jhalod .. " v . L2
16 | Bhil Knnys Ashrom, Dohad .. . . . 160
17 | Gidwoni Harijan Ashram, Ksire . . oo
18 | Rani Paraj Hoatel, Mandvi .. “ .- . HO
19 1 Harijan Ashram, Viramgaon ., » - . 535
20 | Baockward Cluss Hootel, Ahmedabad v o ‘- G421
21 | Vikasgriha, Ahmedabad .. 116
22 | Jsmnadas Bhagwandes Majur Kanya Gribs, Ahmedabad - n
23 | Bahishkrit Anath Vidyarthi Ashrom for Boys, Sholapur . 2,908
24 | Bohishlrit Anath Vidyarthi Ashram for Gitls, Sholapnr . 864
25 | Vidyarthi Vasati Griha, Barsi . i
2§ | Somnwonshiya Horljas Hostel, Ahntednagar . +H




Depressed Class Fducation Seniety’s Hostel, Thans

Grant
Berial Namo of the hosta. vl
103040,
Rs.
271 | Harijan Seva Ashram, Ahmednagar .- — | 1218
28 | Horijan Kooys Mandir, Bijapur o C e . 338
20 | Lamani Boys Hostel, Bijapur .. . - | 4se
30 | Horijan Students Hostel, Bijapur ‘ . 2424
31 Baok;vard Clags Hostel, Bagalkot . " . 240
32 | Earnatak Educstion Society's Hostel, Belgaum - 800
83 | Backword Class Hom'l, Sarder’s High School, Belgawn . 205
34 | Herdjap Ashram, Nipani .. .. . L s
.36 | Kakkoyn Samesj Bosrding Honge, Nipani .. ve .. Slo
. -36 | Depreased Class Education Socivty’s Hostel, Dharwar .. v 978
-37 | Lawani Boys Hostel, Dharwar .. - e . 880
38 | Hatijan Anath Ashrum, Gadag .. . . .| as0
-39 | Harfjap Vidyerthi Nilays, Byadgi - . . 708
40 | Earnatak Harijan Bolikachram, Hubli .. . . 1,324
41 | Dovi Ramabai Ambedkar Ashtam, Daypoli .. e . 21
* 42 { Upion Boardiog House, Poons .. .- . - 188
43 | Sove Sadan Backward Closs Hostel for gitls, Poons .. . 813
44 | Hindy Widow's Home Association, Hingne Budruk, Poons . 603
45 | Boarding ]Eiouse for Parwari Boys, Mahad .. . a2
46 | Shri Shahe Chhatrapati Boarding House, Satara “ . 1,748
47 | Asprushya Vidyarthi Vasatigrila, Satara .. 404
48 | Vidyarthi Boarding, Khanapur, District Satero . . 302
49 | Dopressod Class Mission Socicty's Hostel, Parel, Bombay 492
50 | Sbri Chhatrapati Shahu Bosrding House, Naaik . . 50
51 [ Dongre Vanjari Boarding, Nasik . . 100
52 | Ambedkar Anath Vidysrthi Ashram, Manmad . 726
53 | Havijan Hostel, Maleyaon, District Nosik .. . g
54 .. 1,380
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Grant
%’;i_“l Namo of the hostel. dﬁ’:iigg
) ' 1939-40.
Rs.
56 | Katsri Hostol, Wadn, District Thana .. . . 450-
38" | Vanita Seva Samaj, Dharwar .o .

57 | Shikshan Prassrok Asprushya Vidyarthi Boarding, Nandurbar .
38 | Depresued Clase Mission Society’s Hostel for girls, Poona
30 [ Naik Ashram, Ruyankhad, Distriot Panch Mahals .. . .

Total .. | 42,776

{Note.~Tho last four hostels huve been recognised for the purposes of grant.ip.aid.
hat no grants wers given Lo them during the yesr under report.) .

The total amount sanctioned as grants-in-aid to the different hostels
in the year under report was Rs. 42,776 a9 against Rs. 27,849 during the
previous year. ‘

The orders contained in Government Resolution, General Department,
No. 467/33, dated 18th October 1938, in respect of grants to the hostels.
on a per capita basis at increased rates as summarized in the last year’s
report, remained in force during the year under report. According to.
Government, orders these hostels are open to students belonging to all
the Backward Classes.

Government continued to pay s special additional grant of Rs. 1,200-
to the Shree Shahu Chhatrapati Boarding House, 8atara, during the year
on account of the efficient work of the hostel. This institution i§ run
on non-sectarian lines, where caste-Elindu and Scheduled Class students.
mix freely without any distinetion, cook their food by turns, and dine
together. The hostel continued to be well managed under the able
guidance of Mr. Bhaurao P. Patil. The majority of the hostels mentioned
in the statement actually cater mainly for the needs of students belonging
to the Scheduled Classes though in theory they are open to students of
all Backward Classes. An urgent need of the future appears to be the
opening of more hostels in the areas inhabited by the Aboriginal and
Hill Tribes especially in the Thana and Kolaba Districts as the
educational needs of the rising generation among these Thribes,
particularly the down-trodden Katkaris, are far more pressing than
gimilar needs of the Scheduled Classes. It is hoped that private
Associations like the newly atarted Adivasi Seva Mandal of Thana will
start such hostels and take advantage of the increased per capita,_grants.
sanctioned by Government, '
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Recrusiment to Public Services,

10. The following are the standing orders of Government as regards.
the recruitment of Backward Classes to Public Services :—

{a) Ten per cent. of all clerical vacancies under each appointing
authority are to be filled by persons from the Backward Classes
(including the Scheduled Classes) until members of the Backward
Classes occupy 5 per cent. of the total clerical establishment of such
authority.

(b) Twenty per cent. of talatis’ vacancies are to be filled by Back-
ward Clags candidates (including Scheduled Clasaes) till a minimum of
10 per cent. of the total strength of the talatis’ establishment in
a District is xeached.

(¢) All vacancies of inferior servants are to be filled in by members.
of the Scheduled Classes till they occupy 10 per cent. of the inferior-
servants’ establishment,

Steady progress is being maintsined in carrying out these Government
orders. The percentage of inferior servants belonging to the Scheduled
Classes who wers entertained in the whole of the Province has siready
exceeded the limit fixed and worked out at 13-4 per cent.on the
815t March 1939, as against 11 -7 per cent. at the end of the previous yesr.
Annual reports are submitted to Government by all departments through
the Backward Class Officer on the recruitment of Backward Classes to-
the public services. These reports are scrutinized in order to ascertain
whether the orders issued by Government on the subject are being

" properly carried out. It is gratifying to note that most of the Govern- .
ment Departments have faithfully carried out these orders inasmuch.
as the percentages prescribed by Government have been reached. This
Department renders effective aid to Backward Class candidates in
securing employment in various Government offices, Registers of such
candidates continued to be maintained in the Head Office as well as in
the offices of the Assistant Backward Class Officers and lists of the
required candidates were supplied to recruiting officers whenever called
for. This does not, however, absclve the appointing officers from
the responsibility of finding for themselves suitable Backward Class
candidates either by enquiry or by an advertisement in the local
newspapers.

In order to avoid errors it is desirable that all officers when making
appointments should strictly adhere to the schedules of Backward Classes.
printed as an accompaniment to Government Resolution, General
Department, No. 9330, dated 3rd December 1934, as amended from time
to time, In all disputed cases, it is open to the Officer concerned to
refer the matter regarding classification to the Backward Class Officer
for opinion,

Information regarding the number of Backward Class candidates for
whom positions were.secured through the agency of this Departmen .
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in various Government offices- during the year under report is given in
‘the sub-joined table :— . ;

Backward
- Classes
Serial e Scheduled
i Qualilieations. other than Total.
No. E Scheduled Clagses.
. Claases,
!
1 \ Grnduates . . ‘- 2 1 %
|
2 Matriculates . . .. 18 16 3
!
3 | Primary Sohool Leaving Examination .. 15 20 ]
4 | Non-qualified e o - 12 38 45
Total .. 4 | 1%

The total number of persons from the Backward Classes for whom
this Department secured employment during the year is eighteen more
than the number of the previous year. Tn addition to this number,
many Backwsrd Class candidates secured employment independent of
this Departrent.

Training of Buckward Class candidates in office work,

11. Eight Backward Class candidates were entertained by this
‘Department during the year on monthly stipends of Rs. 12 each for
training in office work, Of these, seven candidates found employment
in various Government Departments. This kind of training is found
to be very useful in prepariog Backward Class candidates for entry into
Government service, because eppointing officers usually prefer to
-engage candidates who have had some experience of office work rather
than raw hands.

Housing Sites.

12, (a) It wasmentioned in the last year’s report, that it was proposed
‘to acquire housing sites for the Backward Classes at Ainapur, District
Bijapur, and Kudupali, Taluka Hirekerur, Distzict Dharwar,

The acquisition proceedings regarding 12 acres of land in Ainapur for
a sito for the Lamanis are not yet complete.

The proceedings for the acquisition of land at Kudupali were dropped
under Government instructions as the site proposed for the housing
‘site for the Harijans was required for providing a much needed open
8pace in the village. ‘

(b) Dharwar C.1.8. No. 69, Military ground.
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130 plots have been laid out in sn area of 5acres and 32 gunthas
and have been assigned to different Backward Class communities
as follows :—

Waddars .. . . 24
Mahars - o - 2
Shikligars . . . 12
Gollas .. e . C 21
Madars .. . .. Tas 7
Chalwadia
Hulsavars |

Total .. 78

Houses have been built on 23 plots, 8 by Waddars, 2 by Mahars,
11 by Shikligars and 2 by Gollas, '

(c) Dharwar City Survey No. 35, Hosayellapur.—The srea of this
site, 2 acres and 3% gunthas, is divided into 60 plots, out of which
7 are reserved for public purposes. Of the remaining, 25 plots have
been sold to Chhapparbands, 10 to Cbalwadis, 10 to Chambars, 2 to
Berads, 2 to Hulsavars and 2 to Mabars. Houses have been built on
24 plots.  Most of the houses are well built with roofs of ** Mangalore
tiles. The whole area presents a pleasing appearance, It was noticed
that some of the plot-holders on these sites rented their buildings to
outsiders for dwelling purposes and for running tea shops. As this
involved a breach of the agreement form, the matter has been referred
to the Revenue authorities for enquiry and necessary action.

(d) Hubli (Bommapur) Survey No. 5.~An area comprising 1 acre and
17 gunthas on this site is divided into 27 plots of 40° X 40’ each, Many
members of the Backward Classes including those from Criminal Tribes
have applied for these plots but as the occupancy price appears to bo
high, the Collector of Dharwar has been requested to reduce the same
in order to bring it witbin the reach of Backward Class occupants.

{e) Hhubli.—The acquisition proceedings regarding a site for the
Shikligars of old Hubli, as mentioned in the last report, have not yet.
been completed.

(f) Belgaum District.—As mentioned in the last year’s report, a site
measuring 5 acres in Survey No, 190 of Nipani was selected for the
extension of the Dhor locality. The Municipality was requested to take
steps for the acquisition of the site and to recover the cost by the sale of
plots, As the Dhors have expressed their unwillingness to bear the
heavy cost of acquisition, which is estimated at Rs. 11,320, the Nipani
Municipality has been requested to state if it would bear part of
the cost. -
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Bryaror Districr.

(9) Bijapur—Survey No. 976 of Bijapur town bas been reserved for
providing housing sites for the Scheduled Classes. The area has been
laid out into 70 plots. Roads bave been marked and boundaries fixed.
11 plots have so far been disposed of.

(k) Indi.—A picce of land in Survey No. 179 of the Indi Free Colony,
belonging to the Criminal Tribes Settlement Department, has been
reserved for the Scheduled Classes. This has been divided into 40 plots,
40" X 40" each, with roads and boundaries fixed. Thirteen plots have
been gold so far.

SHoLAPOR DISTRICT.

(+) Hotgi.—-A piece of land consisting of 45 plots, each measuring
40" X 40, out of Survey No. 342 of Hotgi has been specially reserved for
the Scheduled Classes,

(1) A site in Survey No. 345 of Akluj has been laid out into plots of
33" % 33" each, with roads marked and boundaries fixed. Two-thirds of
the site has been reserved for the Scheduled Classes and one-third for
‘Uriminal Tribes licensees. Till now, 6 plots have been sold to the
Scheduled Classes and 10 plots to Criminal Tribes licensees,

(k) Sholapur.—The Municipality bas proposed to vary the town
planning scheme Sholapur No. IT into one of smaller plots, so as to bring
them within easy reach of poor Harijans, The Municipality intends to
dispose of the plots near the Panjrapole to Harijan tenants on an easy
instalment system, 225 plots, each measuring 300 square feet, out of
F. P. No. 41 in Town Planning Scheme, Sholapur No. II were given out
on permit fees to Harijans and necessary amenities like roads, water
supply, stand posts, latrines, and lights were provided for the occupants.
Lay-outs for housing the Backward Classes have been proposed in ¥. P.
No. 7-A and 13 of Draft Town Planning Scheme, Sholapur No. IIT and
sent to Government for sanction by the Municipality.

() Pandharpur.~The Municipality has rented out open plots to
members of the Backward Classes on a small monthly rental of 4 annas
per plot to erect huts. The Municipality has also built 29 permanent
rooms for the occupation of its sweepers on nominal rent.

DrarwaR DisTRICT.

{m) Alagwads, Taluke Novalgund.—As the Scheduled Olasses of
Alagwadi are found $o have no direct approach to the stream for fetching
water, it is proposed to scquire 3 gunthas of land out of Survey No. 503
at & cost of Ra. 12 for this purpose. The acquisition proceedings are
already in progress, ~
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(n) Dundur, Taluka Gadeg.—It was noticed that the Schedulad Clagses
of this village needed some land outside the gaothan for building houses,
Itisproposed to acquire 2 gunthas of land for the purpose. Asthe persons
concerned were reported to be too poor to meet the cost of acquisition,
an amount of Re. 25 was provided by this Department to acquire this
piece of Jand. The acquisition proceedings are in progress.

(0) Chikkawadatti, Petha Mundargi.—A site is proposed to be acquired
from Survey No. b of this village for building purposes for the Mahars.

Nasig DisTRICT,

(p) Sangavi, Taluka Sinnar—The. Harijans of Sangavi applied for
& gaothan plot in Survey No. 5/1 for shifting the’r houses which are at
present situated on the bank of the river Godavari, and are in danger on
account of floods. It is proposed to acquire 1 acre and 20 gunthas out
of this Survey number at a cost of Rs. 120 to be incurred by this
Department. The acquisition proceedings are in progress.

{¢) Jakkori, Taluka Nasik.—The pres nt locality of the Mahars at
Jakhori being situated on the bank of a nala is in constant danger on
account of floods. It is proposed to acquire a picce of lund measuring
2 acres out of Survey No, 137 for housing the Mabars,

(r) Malegaon, Taluka Shevguon, District Ahmcdnagar.~Tt is proposed
to acquire a piece of land at Malegaon at a cost of Rs. 57-8-0 for housing
the Mahars,

Land for cultivation.

13. Applications from members of the Backward Classes for grant of
lands for enltivation were forwarded to the Collectors of the districta
concerned, for necessary action.

The Lamanis of Malapur, Taluka Hangal, District Dbarwar, applied for
the grant of Government waste lands measuring about 145 acres at Kare-
Kyatnalli in Hangal Taluka for cultivation, The Revenue authoritics
were ready to consider this application favourably provided the Lamanis
formed a Co-operative Farming Society., Efforts are being made to
form such a Society.

Water facilities.

14. The scheme outlined by Government in Government Regolution,
General Department, No. 8. 92, dated the 14th September 1937,
sanctioning a sum of Rs. 10,00,000 for adoptirg measures to improve the
village water supplv was completed during the year under report. It is
hoped that the expenditure incurred on this scheme will go a long
way in meeting the longstandirg needs of the villagers, particularly the
Scheduled Castes, whose intereste have been especially safeguarded by
Government in the orders issued from time to time. These orders
have now been further strengthened by executive instructions whereby
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touring officers are enjoined (a) to make specific inquiries in villages.
whether the Scheduled Classes are allowed to enjoy the unrestricted
right of using the public wells, tanks, ete., and (b) to set the matters.
right if there are any reports to the contrary.

Gov>mment has also directed that no mone: from public revenue:
should be spentin repairing wells which are not thrown open to all castes..
Mamlatdars, Prant Officers and Collectors have been asked to indicate-
in their diaries the conditions obtaining in the villages visited by them
with regard to the use of public wells by members of all castes and creeds.
and the steps taken by them to enforce Government orders in this.
respect, Government has also jssued orders that buckets and ropes
should be provided at Government cost in the case of all wells situated
in the compounds of Government offices where they do not at present
exist. It is hoped that these orders will soon have the desirad effect
and that the Scheduled Classes will have free and unbampered use of
all sources of public water supply all over the Province.

All complaints brought to the notice of this Department as regards
inconveniences in respect of water facilities experienced by Scheduled.
Classes were attended to and the authorities concerned were moved to do.
the needful in the matter,

Miscellaneous grievances.

15. The following are instances of some miscellaneous grievances and
complaints dealt with by this Department ;-

(1) A dispute regarding the payment of <* Aya ™ (remuveration for-
services rendered) between the villagers and 8Scheduled Classes of the
village Byahatti, Taluka Hubli, District Dharwar, was reported
last year. This dispute was amicably settled by the Assistant
Collector, and resulted in the dropping of the social boycott against
Muhars and the withdrawal of the suit filed by the villagers against
the Mahars, To end the trouble once for all Government oflered
to assign some waste lands to the Mahars in lieu of ¢ Baluta " but
it is reported that the Mabars are not willing to accept this offer. -

~ {2) As the Hubli Municipality tried to recover arrears of assessment
amounting to Rs. 3,000 frem the Bhangis for the past four years, the
Administrator was approached and he bas agreed to recover the arrears. -
of only one year and to remit the balance with the sanction of the
Commissioner,

(3) The sweepers of Mandvi, District Surat, represented to the
Assistant Backward Class Officer, Northern Circle, Ahmedabad, that
they had to use their own brocms and baskets and as their pay was
small they found it differlt to do so. The Chairman, Sanitary
Committee, Mandvi, was thererpon moved in the matter through
the Collector of Surat and it is learnt that the sweepers are now supplied.
brooms and baskets by the Sanitary Committee. \
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(4) It was represented by a member of the Scheduled Class that as
be was drinking water on the Sanand Station a railway porter inquired
about his caste and when told who he was, insulted and abused him,
As the Station Master did not pay heed to this complaint, the District
Traffic Superintendent, B. B. & C. I. Railway, Ahmedabad, was
requested by the Assistant Backward Class Officer, Northern Circle,
Ahmedabad, to take necessary action in the matter. It is learnt that
disciplinary action has since been taken against the porter. -

(5) At Talod, Taluka Prantij (District Ahmedabad), a Scheduled
Clasy person applied for compensation as his wife was drowned in a
tank while working in the Laxmi Oil Mill, The Commissioner for
Workmen's Compensation, Bombay, was moved in the matter, and an
award of Rs. 500 was made as compensation in favour of the minor
~ daughter of the deceased.

(6} The Scheduled Classes of Navagaum, Taluka Matar, District
Kaira, complained that the road leading to their well was flooded
causing inconvenjence and bardship and requested that repairs to the
glab drain and bank of the tank should be carried out. The Executive
Engineer, Kaira, was moved in the matter and it is Jearnt that
necessary repairs bave now been made.

(7) It was represented by the sweepers working in the Chalisgaon
Municipality that they were heavily indebted. The Assistant Back-
ward Class Officer, Northern Circle, Ahmedabad, xequested the
President. of the Municipality to start a Co-operative Credit Society
for these sweepers. It is learnt that a Co-operative Credit Society
has since been started for the benefit of the sweepers.

(8) It was noticed at Neri Budruk, Taluka Jemner, District East
Khandesh, that wet bones of eattle emitting a foul smell were thrown
by butchers in a big pit near the Scheduled Class quarters. The
Collector, East Khandesh, who was addressed in the matter instructed
the Sar Panch of the Village Panchayat to stop the nuisance. It 15
now reported that the pit near the hovses of the Scheduled Clasaes
has been removed.

(9) The Hubli Municipality levied a fee of Rs. 10 for each tanning
pit used by the Dhors. As the fees charged were very high, nothing
was paid by the Dhors foz two years and they were then called upon
to pay the arrears. As this would have caased a great hardship to
the poor tsnners, the matter was represented to the Administrator,
*Hubli Municipality, who ordered that a fee of Ra. 2 only per pit should
be charged. The -Commissioner, Southern Division, has also been
moved to grant total exemption to the Dhors from such fees.

(10) The Backward Class Officer (Mr. Dhruva) made personal
inquiries into certain allegations made by members of the Scheduled
(Classes in Khandesh, by visiting some of the villages concerned and
submitted an exhaustive report to Government on the alleged
grievances of the Scheduled Classes and their general condition in
Khandesh. ’

so-1t Bk R 31—%
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Baclward Class Distriot Commytises.

16. The non-official Backward Class District Commitiees of
Sholapur, Dharwar and Belgaum are doing Eg,oorl work. Raossheb
Papanna of Belgawm and Mr. ¥. D). Ghodke of Hubli deserve special
mention for the very useful work done by them for the respective district
committees.

The Sholapur Distriet Backward Class Commtittee suffered a great loss
in the death of its Chairman, Rao Bahadur Mulay. The late Rao
Bahadur was intimately connected with all measures for the ameliora-
tion of the Scheduled Classes in Sholapur District and way actively
associated with the two prosperous hostels for Scheduled Class boys and
girls at Sholapur. His place as Chairman of the District Committee hag
been taken by his brother Dr. Mulay, a well-known Surgeon. of Sholapur
who has been showing the same interest in the Backward Class work,

General,

17. (1) The practice of dedicating -gitls as * Devadasis ” is
parsicularly prevalent in the Belgaum, Dharwar and Bijapur Districts.
Attempts were continued to stop this evil practice as shown in the
following instances :—

(2} At Kalas, Taluka Hubli, the Secretary of the Backward Class
District Committee, Dharwar, received information about the
dedication of. four girls and the Sub-Divisional Magistrate was
requested to take necessary action in the matter. Enquiries in this
respect are still in progress.

(b) It was complained by the Chairman, District Comntittes, Bijapur,
that the Devadasi system was prevalent in Bagalkot, Bagewadi and
Bilgi Talukas. He was thereupon requested by the Assistant Back-
ward Class Officer, Central Circle, Sholapur, to report some specific
cages to enable him to refer the matter to the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Bijapur, for investigation and further action.

{¢) On a complaint from the Scheduled Classes of Benkonkod, -
Taluke Ranebennur, District Dharwar, that a woman had dedicated
her daughter to God (Mailarling), enquiries were made and papers for-

- warded to the Sub-Divisional Magistrate who took cognizance of the
offence under Section 190 («), Criminal Procedure Code, and directéd
the Fimt Class Mogistrate, Ranebennur, to try the case. The case
ended in & conviction of the aconged. .

| o ‘

(%) Some changes in the jurisdiction of the Backward €lass Officer
and the Assistant Backward Class Officers were made during the year.
The headquarters of the Assistant Backward Class Officer, Centyal Circle
were shifted from Bijapur to Sholapur, a more central place and a growiné
industrial eity, where he can do more effective Backward Class work.
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The Abmednagar district was added to his jurisdiction, but Bombay
City and the Bombay Suburban District were transferred to the Home
Circle under the Backward Class Officer. The jurisdiction for Backward
Class work is now as follows :—

Buckward Olass Officer—Home Circle~Bombay City and the
districts of Bombay Suburban, Poonas, Satara, Kolaba, Thana and
Nasik, with headquarters at Poona.

Assistant Buchward Class Officer, Noithern Circle~~The  districts
of Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach and Panch Mahals, Surat and East
and West Khandesh, with headquarters at Ahmedabad,

Assistant Backward Class Officer, Central Circle—~The districts
of Bholapur, Bijapur and Ahmednagar, with Sholapur as the head-
quarters,

Assistant Backward Class Officer, Southern Civele.~The districts of
Dharwar, Belgaum, Kanara and Ratnagiri, 'with headquarters at
Dharwar. ‘

{3) Government has passed orders permitting members of the
Scheduled Classes to change their surnames at a concession fee of six
apnas only. This will enable the discarding of old surnames like Mahar,
Mang, ete., which carcy a sense of social inferiority.

(4) Government issued during the year a very instructive and
informative parphlet on Harijan Uplift. This pamphlet gives a cleax
iden of what Government has so far done for the Scheduled Classes.

Propaganda work for the amelioration of tke condition of the Scheduled
("lasses is carried on as far as possible by officers of this Department when
on tour by advising the Scheduled Classes to send their children to
schools, to cultivate habits of cleanliness, to stop carrion-cating, to be
temperate and to assert their civic rights in 2 constitutional manner,
Many of their grievances are redressed on the spot by locel enquiries
and by bringing about 2 compromise between the disputing parties.

The Backward Class Board,

18. The life of the Backward Class Board which was to expire on
17¢h November 1939 was extended by a year. Government appointed
J. . Madan, Bsquire, C.8.1,, C.1E., 1.C.8., Adviser to H. E. the Governor
of Bombay, as the President of the Backward Class Board vice the
Honourable the Prime Minister who went out of office with the resignation
of the Congress Ministry. : . ‘

During the year under report the Backward Class Board held three
meetings, ' The names of the members of the Board are given in
Appendix I and some of the important subjects diseussed by the Board
are detailed in Appendix IL.
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Finance.

19. The expenditure incurred by the Backward Class Department
during the year under report under the budget head “ 47-K.iscel-
laneous Departments—-Miscellaneous-mBackward Class Officer ” was as
follows -—

Rs. a. p.
1. Pay of establishment . 1523 0 0
2, (Contingencies o . .. 8416 0 0
3. Scholarships . .. . 69112 0

4. Crant-in-aid " . .. D546 O O

72,374 12 0

Additional amount transferred from “ 28-Jails,
ete.” on account of the portion of the divisible
expenditure of the Backward Class Officer and
his establishment . . . 33,500 0 0

o —————AA

1,05,874 12 0

Mhe amount of Rs. 33,500 mentioned above includes expenditure on
account of the travelling allowance of the members of the Backward
Class Board while the expenditure on contingencies includes the amount
spent for housing sites for Backward Classes and also expenditure on
food charges, etc., in the Government Backward Class Hostel, Poona.
The total expenditure increased from Rs, 89,092 in the previous year to
Rs. 1,05,874 during the year under report.

Conclusion,

920, Mr. Symington’s report on the Aboriginal and Hill Tribes in the
Partially Excluded Areas was published during the year. . This Report
gives a vivid picture of the deplorable conditions under which the
Aboriginal and Hill Tribes live and contains many valuable recommend-
ations for the amelioration of these conditions. It is gratifying to note
that Government lost no time in implementing some of the important
recommendations made in the report but much still remaing to be done.
The problem of the Aboriginal Tribes in this Province bristles with
difficulties mainly because the ordinary methods of rural reconstruction
are not suited for the amelioration of these wild and simple children of
nature. Government has so far done much for the bettérment of one
large section of the Backward Classes viz. the Scheduled Classes who

~ have their spokesmen in the Provincial legislature and in the local
bodies. The time has now come to rescue the other large section of
the Backward Classes, which is voiceless and lives in remote hill
tracts and forest arcas, from the shameless exploitation to which it
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has long been subjected on account of the childlike simplicity of the men
and women belonging toit. Something has already been done by
Government and non-official agencies to help the Bhils of the Panch
Mahals and Khbandesh, but so far nothing has been done for the
oppressed hill tribes of the Konkan like the Katkafis, Varlis and
Thakurs. An urgent need seems to be the appointment of a Special
Officer under the control of this Department to look after the interests

of these people in the Thana and Kolaba Districts on the analogy of the
Special Officer for the Bhils in Khandesh.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient sexvant,

P. J. GHANDY,
Backward Clsss Officer, Bombay Province, Poona,
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APPENDIX L
List of the Bockard Class Board Members,

President,—Mz, 3. A Madan, 0.8, C.LE,, 1.CS., Advisar o H. E. the Governor.

Vica-President and Secretary.—Backward Class Officor, Bombsy Provincs, Poons.

Members— _
1. Mr Tamail Hassan Bapn Siddiqui, M.L.A.,

2, My, B, J 8hinde, M.L.A,,
"%, Mg P. L. Chwhan, M.LA,
4. M K, R, Talker, ML.A,,
5. Mr. 8. G. Bongavkar, M.L.A,,
8. Mr. B. U. Vaghela, M.LA,,
7. Mre D. G. Jadhav, MLA,,
8. Dr. P.G, Solanki, MLC., .
9. Mr. M. G, Bhosale, M.L.C.,
10, Mr. L, M. Shrikant, M.L.A,,
1. Mr. N8 Kajrolksr,
12. Mr. Moldss B. Vaishys,
13, - Mr. M. B. Patel, MLA,
14. Mz, B, K. Galkwad, M.L.A,
15, Mr. Bhaurao P. Patil,
16. Mr. B. R. Bakhale,
17. Mr Guizarilal Nonds, M.L.A.
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APPENDIX II.
JMporTANT SUBISBra PrscyussED BY TRE BACKWARD CLass BoARD 1N THE YBAR 103040,

20th Board Meeling held on 15th dpril 1039,

1. Government grant on a per capits besis should be allowed for the inmates of the
Rackward Class Hostels attending lower primary classes,

2. Awnrding freo studentships to the Scheduled Classes studying in aided socondary -
st])lhuolg ix:s the Province to the extent of at least 1/3rd of the tote) frecsbipa awsrded by
the achools,

3. Appointiont of quolificd Scheduled Class candidates as teachers in such of the
Municipal and Local Board Schools as sre attended by Harijans, . .

4. Proposol to eliminate the word * Dhed " from tha list of untouchables,
5. Bnguiries in respoect of harassment of the Scheduled Classes by Caste Hindus should
he mnde by the Collector and the District Superintendent of Police, East Khandesh.
210t Board Heeting held on 30th September 1939,

1. Awarding examioation fees in addition to scholarships and freeships to all
Seheduled Class students,

2. Continuance of freeships to Backward Clase students who are compelled to join
other socondary nided schools on account of the closure of Government High Schoola in
tho Province, '

22nd Board Meeling held an 26th and 27th February 1945, b .
1. Regarding tho commutation of th “ Maharki Watan ** in the Province of Bombay.

2. Audit of accounts of the Backward Clwss Hostela shonld be done by G t
auditors freo of cost instead of by rogistered auditors. y Soverniman

3. Bnquiries regarding tho condition of Katkari Iabourers should be made by the
Collvotor of Thana, made by the

4. New wells in Schednled Class localities shonld be constructed.

5, Appointmont of & special sssistant under the Director of Public Tnstrueti
_ltméti qftex;:he educational needs of the Soheduled Classes in tho Provines, mor:sm par:tcig;)l:t}’;
in Gujaraf

6. Yo take measures to remove the hnts and dwellin o8 of the & .
from low-lying marshy and deserted places in the vil]nggs ptl:cbetter nifu%chuduled Claases

-

BOMBAY : FRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT OENTRAL FRESS,



