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TFTOREWORD

( Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Kt C I E, D Lutt, Hony M R
A S of Great Brittain, Hon Fellew, R A S of Bengal)

The Satara Historical Research Societv has completed a very
useful and 1mportaut task by printing in this carefully edited and
indexed volume tlie residue of Nana Fadnis’s collection of histo
rical papers ( known as the Menavali Daftar ), which has been
purchased by the Bombay Government from the heirs of Rao
Bahadur D B Parasnis It 13 a volume that no student of
Maratha history can do without Many of the records here
publizhed for the first time, give invaluable information from
contemporary sources, ranging from 1713 to 1802 and throwing
new light on the careers of the great Peshwa Baji Rao I aud his
8UCCEBSOrs

The sober statesmanship of Raja Shahu finds another 1llustra-
tion 1n letter No 268 A few letters supply fresh details of
Bbaw's expedition to Panipat There are letters, hitherto
unkoown, from the Pashwa Madhavrao Ballal, elucidating his
relations with Raghunathrap Quite a large number of papers
18 being published here for the first time, which desribe the
delicaoy of the situation of the Barabhais after the murder of
Narayanrao No 875 contains a judicious remonstrance addres-
sed to Nana Fadnis by his agent Baburao Krishna at Satara on
the subject of Ram Raja being compelled to adopt a son Parasnis
appears to have obtained copies of important papers of this class
from the Satara Palace

But 1t 18 not Decoan history alone, or even principally, that
this volume illuminates It contributes even more largely to the
study of the career of the great Mahady Sindhia, to whom 258
out of the 424 letters are devoted The two leading figures on
the stage of Indian history in the last quarter of the eighteenth
century — Mahadji Sindhia and Nana Fadnis - stand out 1n therr
contrasted personalities 1n this volume, no less markedly than 1n
the mass of letters printed by H H the Mabarajah Sindhia’s
Government under the editorship of Rao Bahadur G S Sardesa:
as ¢ Historical Papers relating to Mahadji Sindhia, ” from the
same Menavali store

It 18 a good work well done, and ought to make 168 way 1n
the world of scholarship by 1ts undeniable intrinsic value

Jadunath Sarkar.
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