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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE—1935.
MEMORANDUM.

This publicalion coniains information made available from time to time
to the Press in India and abroad in the form of communiqués, statements and
reports regarding the sitvation at Quetta, and the measures taken in connection
- with velief, supplies, evacuation, and salvage. Extracts from the Press in
India (both Fnglish-printed and Vernacular) and from the British Press in
regard to the measures taken by the Anthorities to deal with the situation are
also reproduced. .

As soon as possible after the disaster occurred, the Director of Public
Information with the Government of India proceeded to Quetta (which he
reached on the 3rd June) for the purpose of arranging for the provision of
facilities for Fress Correspondents there, and of ensuring that the fullest
possible information regarding the situation was made available to the Public.

The Burean of Publie Information at Simla was supplied from hour to
hour, by the Departments of Government concerned, with detailed informatien
regarding the situation at Quetta and of the measures taken to provide medical
relief and supplies and this was at once cormmunicated to the Representatives of
all sections of the Press,

The following Newspapers and Agencies were represented at Quetta :—.

English-printed Papers : Vernacular Papers :
The Times (London). (Urdu).
"The Statesman (CalcuttajNew Delhi). " The Khilafat (Bombay).
The Times of India (Bombay). The Hagigat (Lucknow).
The Oivil & Military Gazette (Lahore): - The Watan (Delhi).
The Tribune (Lahore). " The Millat (Delhi).
The Bombay Chronicle . (Bombay). The Rozans Hind (Caleuttn).
The Hindustan Times (Delhi}. (Hindi)
The Sind Observer (Karachi}, T V:h .
The Hindu (Madras). e Vishvamitra (Caleutta).
The Eastern Times (Lahore). (Bengalee).
The National Call (Delhi). . The Anand Bazar Patrika (Caicutts),

r

News Agencies :
Reuters.
Agsociated Press of India,
United Press of India,

The Press Representatives at -Quetta were invited to attend the daily con-
ferences held by the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief. -

With the co-operation of the local authorities, the Director of Publie
Information arranged for the preparation and publication in the Press of
approximately 6,000 Indian casualties.

I iy hardly necessary to point out that the variation from' time to time
of the estimates of casualties was due to the magnitude of the disaster and the
consequent impossibility of assessing with aceuracy, in the early stages, the
nmumbers of killed and wounded. In certain particulars there are also discre-
pancies of minor importance in the Situation Reports telegraphed to the Secre-
tary of Stgte which were compiled from telegrams received from the authorities
at Quetta. Some variation in the daily reports of the extent of damage, ete,
was inevitable in the stress of the situation and in view of the enormous pressure
on the vestricted telegraphic facilities,

Bureau of Public Information,
Government of India,

Sumla, 27th August, 1935.
LISDPI :



eu-&aa*u»;—ag

I =
W N = O

14
18
16
11
18

19

>

TABLE OF CONTENTS,
Subject,

Situation Reports telegraphed to the Secretary of State
for India by the Government of India and ismed o
the Preas.

General summary of the situation .. .. e
Press Communiques. .
Telegram dated 31st May 19356, from His Majesty the

King-Emperor, to Hm Excellency the Viceroy

Telegram dated 31st May 1935, from the Secretary of
State for India, to His Excellency the Viceroy .

Telegram dated 1st June 1935, from His Excellency the
Viceroy, to the Hon'ble the Agent to the Governor-
General in Baluchistan .

His Excellency the Viceroy's Appeal .. o o

Prohibition of entry mto Quetta ares of pnvate indivi-
duals . .

Prohibition of entry into Quetta. ares of pnvate lmhvxw»
dusals . .

Reasons for prohxbltmn.

How sasictance can be given,

Contradiction of ramours .. . . .

* Bealing * of city.

Continuouns Rescue work.

Risk of infection.

Little hope of more survivors,

Intensive salvage and rescue work.

Teroporary suspension of salvage opmtiom

False statements regarding ° blowingup’ and *firing’
the city.

Prohibition of entry inte Quetta ares — d&taﬂed Teasous
for. ’

Indian casualties — difficulties of publishing lists,
Efforts to compile lists of survivors,
Appeal for co-operation of Preas.

4

Date.

[ 3-6-1933

3-6-1935
461935
5-6-1935
8-6-1935
7-6-1935
8-6-1935
9-6-1935
10-6-1935
12-6-1936
14-6-1935
17-6-1935
91-6-1938

31-5-1935
31-5-1935
1-6-1985
2-6-1935
3-6-1938

4-6-1935

B-6-1920

$

-3 [ ] - [ ] [-.3 & -~ o -~ - | -] E - i

1

1

1

1

1

12



No.

2

22

R 8

27

30

a1

32

a3

36

il
Subject.
Press Communigues-—conid, -
Restriction of travel beyond Jacobabad

Power to restrict railway travel to stations in Baluchi-
stan . .o .e e .o

Modification of travel restrictions

Money orders. No commission on remittances to Relief

Fund .
Ample medical and other assistance available at Quetta
Meassures for protection and ultimate salvage of property

Visit to Quetta of property owners.
Prevention of looting.
Balvage already undertaken.
Precautions to guard property in city. °
Barbed wire fence and patrols.
Vigit of Public Health Commissioner.
Visit of property owners - éonditions.
Applications snd permits. .
Facilities for property owners. .
Salvage — Labour Corps to be used.
Notice of salvage operations to be given.
Property owners to be present.
Registration of claims to property.
Charges against British troopa Cose of Mr T.
Brookes . .

Letter dated 17th June, from His Excellency the
Governor of the Punjab to His Exceliency the
Commander-m—Chlef expressmg gmtltude of Pun]a.b
Government .

Denial of story of’ explomon of ammunition

Visit to Quetta of property owners — further towns and
districts from which they may proceed

Relief Fund--administration of
Co-operation of non-officials.
Tmmediste relief given.

Free railway passes,

Further measures.

Provision for cases of hardship.

Public Health Commissioner’s report—Government of
India considering.

Visit to Quetta of property-owners—further arens from
which they may proceed .

Letter dated 24th June, from the Hon’ble Member for
Industries and Lahour to His Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chief, conveying apprecmtwn of assist-
ance by military authorities . . .

Telegram. from His Majesty the ng—Empemr, to His
Excellency the Vicéroy, dated 27th June 1935 ..

Telegram from His Excellency the Viceroy, to His Majesty

the King-Emperor, dated 28th June 1935. -

His Excellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Troops at
Quetta~-Hth July 1936 . . -

Date.
5-6-1935

7-6-1935
7-6-1935

7-6-1935
7-8-1935
14-6-1935

14-6-1935

17-6-1935
19-6-1935

29.6-1935
25-6-1936

25-6-1935

26-6-1935

28-6-1936

" 28-6-1936

571986

Page.
13

13
13

14
4
14

15

16
16

16
16

17

17

17

18

18



39

41

42"

45

46
47

49
50
51
52
53

Bubject.
Press Communique--conid.

Remarks by ‘His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief at
Quetts on bth July at a review of Tmops by His
Excellency the Viceroy . . .

His Excellency the Viceroy's Address to No. 3 Indian
Wing of the Royal Air Force at Karachi—Tth July

Visit to Quetta of property-owners—further sreas from
which they may proceed . ..

‘Government of India's conclusions on Public Health

Commissioner’s report ..

Preliminary salvage operations.

Plans for systematic salvage.

Reverence for the dead and protection of sacred books.
Protection of property.

Letter to His Excellency the Viceroy, from His Highness
the Khan of EKalat, regmdmg the earbhquake i
Kalat -

Rescue and relief work.
Treatment of injured snd other survivors,
Protection of property in Quetta,

. Tribute to civil and military authorities.

Note on the After-Care of «Quetta Casualties by Liente-
pant-Colonel W. Ross Stewart, F.R.C.S.E., ILM.8,,
Surgeon to His Excellency the Viceroy .

Tribute to Doctors, Nurses and Railway authorities.
High standard of surgical treatment.

His Excellency the Viceroy’s visits to hospitals.

Law for regulation of distribution of salved property

Plans for confmencement of salvage in certain parts of
Quetta.

Denial of story of man rescued after 47 days

Additional Information made available to the Press.

News received by the Railway Board by belephone, from
the Agent, North Western Railway ‘e

Railway.

Casualties.

Telegraphs.

Relief,

Relief work by aircraft . . . v
‘ Bealing * of city—explanation . . .
Casualties—explanation of delay in ascertaining

Relief work the most urgent,

Telegrams—delivery of .. ‘e . .o
Wireless, Post and Telegraph Services in earthquake ares
Relief work in Sind .. .. . .
Relief work in Sind y C e

Letter from Mr. A. Cumper, Propnetor (lats) C,afe Stanley,
Quetts, to Army Headquarters .. .

Visit 01:10 Quetta of His Excellency the Commander-in-
jef

- .y [ X} (L]

Date,

5-1-1935
7-9-1935
§.7-1935

10-7-1935

11-7-1935

. 16-7-1938

30-7-1935

13-8-1935

1.6-1935

1-6-1935
3-6-1935
3-6-1936

9-6-1036
10-6-1936
16-6-1935
22-6-1935

28-6-1935

1-7-1935

Page.

18
18
19

19

20

20

22

22

23

23
23

23



iv
No. Subjeot. Date. Page.
Additiona]l Information made available to the Press—contd.
56 Prohibition of entry into Quetta of private individuals
and unofficial relief parties—reasons for. . e 2-7-1935 1l
Necessity for organized relief work ender discipline..
Reply to claim that more lives could have been saved.
Bituation in rural area.
Supplies of food and medical relief.
Local resources ample to meet the situation.

56  Claims to property-—procedure for submission . 6-7-1936

67  Relief work in United Provinces .. . . 2471935
Relief work in Bombay city,

68  Further vigit to Quetta of Public Health Commissioner .. 24-7-1935 29
Labour Corps.

Law to control salvage operations and powers and proce-
dure of Claims Commissioner.

8 B

59  Relief work in 8ind e . e 2771935 29
60  Relief work in the North-W est Frontier Provinee . 7-8-1935 80
61  Relief work in Sind . . . v 10-8-1935 31
62  Relief work in Ajmer-Merwara . . . 15-8-1925 32
63 Salvage and restoration of property .. . . 16-8-1935 32

Systeratic Salving. T

Rural relief.

Relief work in Kalat.

Measures for permanent relief,
64  TRelief work in Sind .. .. . - 19-8-1935 38

66  Regulation to provide for the administrationof British
Baluchistan during the state of emergency resulhng

from the recent earthquake .. 26-6-1936 36
66 Law to regulate the distribution of propexty salved in the

eartbguake area .o o 30-7-1935 a7
67  Form of claim for property buried in Quetta ity .. 1461935 88

68 ‘Report on the health situation in Queita by Lieutemant-
Colone! A.J, H, Russell, LMLS., Public Health Com~

migsioner with the Government of India .. 19-6-1935 a9

69  Geological Account of the Earthquakeand its Origin by
Mr. W. D. West, Geological Survey of Indis .o 26.7-1935 43
70  Comments by the English-printed Press in India .. . a7
71  Comments by the Vernacular Press .. . . . 13
72 Comments by the British Press . . ‘e . 59

H. E. The Viceroy’s Quetta Felie! Fund,
78  List of contributions from Empire and Foreign Countries . 61
LISDEY



