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. ::.-c. • , O~pr~sS:e~1~M'ckward classes. 
. . . T.a.I~ llii'e IS ,~n attempt til expinin the origin and nature o£ the classes 

usually called "depressed", and their relation to the Hindu social system. It ia 
prepared for the use of .the Franchise .Committee, in tho hope .that it may help 
them to understand a very difficult problem. In writing it I have used the follow· 
ing material.:-

(a) Crooke'e "Tribes and castes of the North-Western Province and Oudh." 
This worlc, which is in the form of 11 dictionary, was written in 1895, To bring 
i' up to date, certain a1ditions and corrections are required, but Crooke is still 
the authority on the caste·eystem of these provinces, and is not likely to be ousted 
from the position, · 

(b) Sir Richard Burn's Cenfus Report, Uniled Provinces, for 1901, chapter 
VIII. This chapter contains a scheme of social precedence, which was based on 
local inquiries made by committees which were created ad hoo in &very district, 
·and is the locus classicus on this particular subject, 

(c) Information collected by myself at various times on the subjuot of oaete 
generally, This was done principally in connection with the census of 1911, when 
it was the result of local inquiries made by special officers in every distriol, 
usually from members oC the caste themselves. Other information is the resuiD 

'of my own observations or of special inquiries IThich I have made, [h has beeu 
collected i!lll book of which I have just received arlvance copies.] 

(d) Tho rough draft of e. obapter on the backward and d~pressed classes which 
'will ultirnntely appear in lhe Census Raport of 1931, kindly placed at my disposal 

-·by Mr. A. 0. Tuuer, Proyincial Census Superinle~dent. His informa~ioa wns, 
as ·usual, collected for him by special officers iu every dllitric~, who modo 
inquiries !tom tho local p~adits e-nd other influential Brahmans reguding such 
matters as "untouchability" and other disabilities of ~he "depressed." Mr. 
Turner baa also allowed me to see the census figures for 1931, and 1 have used 
them in this note, 

IL should be understood, . that all the statements made in this note refer 
directly only to the United Provinces; but with minor mouifict~tions they ore pro· 
bably also true or the whole of Northern Iudia between sea and sea, and betweea 
Himalayas and Vindhyas,-in other words, or the country formerly onl,led Aryo..­
varta or Aryan territory, 

• OR !(liN OF THE " DEPRESSED '' CLASSES. 

2, Ths Arya social classes.-When the Arya invaders first broke into Indi4 
some S,OCO years B. C., they were already divided into three social classes, or 
"hich, two, namely, the ruling or milital'Y class, subsequently called the Rajan or 
Kshattriya, and the priestly elMs, subsequently called the Brahman, were 11lr~ady 
·recogoiz~il as superior to th~ Visb, or Arya commonalty: 
. a. .Arya and Dasyu.-On entering India; tbe Aryas found the ~ountry 
inhabited by a race, to which they gave the name Daeyu. The Aryae were 11 

fair.skinned people, and, for the time, highly civilized. 'fhe Dasyua were a mero 
collectio~ of jungle tribes, darkskiuoed and little better than savages. The Arya 
bated and despU.ed the Dasyu, whose physical peculiarilics, ma~ners and custoll\8 
wero all repugnant to him. But the Arya wanted the Dllsyu's country; he wanted 
the. Dasyu'a women, for he had not brought eo.ough of his own with him; and eo 
the two· races were forced into the closest contact. · 

4. !nlmnarriage between di&s·imilar races.-When two races of eimil~r 
blood and civilization are brought into contact so close aa tbia, there is usually 
fusion belween them, producing 11 mixed raoe with cba.racterielios derived from 
botll sides of ita deseenb. Bub when the two races are of different blood and a• 
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-diffrf1/.~tages of civilizntion, then the fusion is never complete. Intermarriage 
'it'iJ~,;en.~hem occurs. But the process is not universal; the highest sections in 
~tlgher .race disdain to take wives from the lower race, _whilst the ~ower ra~~ · 
cannot obtain them from the higher at all, And bhe process 1s not contmuous i 1t 

is begun with reluctance, and it ceases as aeon as the higher race has bred a 
sufficiency of women for ils wants, The resuh is the formation . of groups of all 
shades of colonr,.some of them of pure blood, both high al!d low, most of thom of 
different degrees of mixed blood,-but all imb.ned with 11 spirit of exclusiveness, 
bred of mutual dislike and contempt. 

5, !lh~ l!Cl1'11as and 1ha outcasts group~.-so it .was in India; and, thus there 
:arose the four well-known t·arnas, a word which-:~ignificantly enough-means 
"oolour"; the first three called Brahman, Kshattriya and Vaishya after the exist· 
ing Aryo. social classes, the fourth cJass called Sudra, a term of uncertain meaning 
but possioly the name of som~ Dasyu trib~. There was, however, another olass in , 
this Arya·Dravidian society formed from lhe ·remnants of the Dasyu tribes, called 
Nishada or Chandala in Vedic times, and hina·jatyo (loll tribes) in Buddhist 
tbnea; with w.hom are coupled the kina·Bippani, group~ following low or primitiv, 
occupations, such as hunting, fowling, basket;mo.king, the collection of jungle 
produce, as well as more degrading occupations, such as tanning, scavenging, and 
the trade of the executioner, These hina•jatiyoand hina•Bippani were the'' de· 
·pressed classes" of that pJriod, They were compelled to live in villages by them· 
selves; and they were so "untouchable", that, like the Iepera of the middle 
ages, they .had to give notice of their approach by striking two pieces of wood 
~ili~ . 

6. !Ihelater invasions.-At a much later date came the foreign invasions, 
beginning whh the expedition of .Alexander the Great iu the fourth century B. C. 
and ending with the iu1·oad of the Huns in the fifth century A. D. Greek, Parthiao, 
Scythian, Kushan and Hun, one after another, broke through the northern passe;­
and carved out kingdoms fot• themselves in India. ·The invaders, sooner or later, 
w.ere absorbed in the Hindu social· system; their kings and nobles, in virtue of 
·their position, usurped the style and rank of Kshattriyas, whilst their tribes were 
added to the r11nks of Vaishya or Sudra; some also to the liina·jatiyo, since some 
of these newcomers were barbarian~, as alien from the Hindu as th.e Dasyu bad 
been from the Arya. · 

7. Ths social p11!s,-When a higher race like the Aryan intermarries witb a 
)ower race like the Da.syu, his usually compelled, sooner or later, to admib the 
halfbred groupa into its social system; but it generally endeavours to keep out the 
lower race, ~he result is the formation of 11 sort of social pale, withiu which are 
the groups that possess any share of the higher blood, outside of whioh are groups· 
of the lower blood. So it was in India, The Brahmans, anxious to preserve the 
Arya people and especially the Arya. religion from contamination, at first tried 
to exclude D'Ot, only the hina·j1tyo and liina-sippani, but also the Sudra. In res· 
pecb of the latter they failed; for though a distinction is still drawn between the 
once-born Sudril. and the twice-born higher classes, ye' the former js ·recognized as 
a full ~ember of the Hindu society. And even amongsb the hina·jatyo and hina· 
•ippani there were mauy that from time to time sucoeeded in forcing their way 
within the pale. · . 

8, The pa.M."enus.-The process by which such an outcnste group enters Hindu 
society has always been the same, · The aspirant begins by abandoning the de­
grading occupation which is Lradi~ionnl in his group, and takes to some less un. 
11avoury means of .. livelihood. As he grows prosperol!s, he gives up all those 
primitive customs which are especially abhorrent to Hinduism, for instance, the 
practice of widow remarriage, the drinking of strong liquor and the eating of pork 
or beef. He also lowers the age of marriage and ad~pts the charaoteristio Hindli 
domestic rites, His nexo step is to induce some Brahman first to attend and thed 
to serve his rites, Be adopts .in·. place of his group name eomueiltional name, 
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preferably one a.lso to. be found in groups of higher position. Lastly, witb the 
assistance of hie newly acquired family priest (p~roki!), he invent~ for himself a 
.ped1gree, and puts 0111 a definite claim to be a member of ono of the three higher 
aaetes. And such a claim has more th1n once been admitted. 

9. ExcZuaiv8ness of!hsluw groups.-h must !lob be supposed, however, that 
all tribes outside the pale were eq11o.lly anxious to oross it. Tbe spirit of exolu· 
aiveness, which was a!ld still is the principal oho.raoteristio of Hindu society, has 
worked both ways. If tho Arya hated and despised tho Dasyu, the Dasyu hatad 
and feared the Arya. He was quite as unwilling to giveth.e Arya hi$ daughter ill 
'marria~e as the Ary<l was to take her."· At no time would bo have felt any desire to 
-exohange his own priests and his own rites for the priests and rites of others, Hie 
·objection to eating food cooked, or drinking water given, by an Arya, was nen 
iltronger than that of au.Arya ·to eating food cooked, or drinking water given, by' 
him: for his objection w11s the result of certain primitive superstitions to wbioh ha 
attached great importance, whilst the Arya.'s objection was mainly the result of 
raoi11l fastidiousness, 

"DEPRESSED" OL.!.SSES OF THE PRESENT DAl'. 

10. The present alate of affairs.-Tbe hina·ja!yo and hiM·sippani oi 
Buddhist times have their descendants or counterparts at the prosent day. There 
·are still in existonoe such.degraded tribes as the Babura, the Sansiya, the Nat, and 
other vagrants; or the Dcim, which are IVholly outside the p~le of Hinduism, and have 
eo far shown no great des.ire to be received within it, There are, in South Mirz~. 
'pur and elsewhere, tribes that have only partly emerged from jungle life,· and 
etill preserve their primitive custo'ms, beliefs add rites, There are castes follow· 
ing unsa.voury professions, froDl which the be:ter castes to a gre~ter or less extent 
'hold themselves aloof. And it is to these castes and tribes tbnt, prim<~. /aci6, the 
'1.er01 '' dep1·essed class" should. be re>tricted, 

11, TBrmino!ogy-Tha phrnse "depressed class" is of comparatively reoon~ 
coinage. It is not to. be found in Crooke's great work, h wa.s not used by Sif 
Richard Burn in the Census Report of 1901; por was it usoo in the Census Reporo 
~£ 1911. it seems to have found its way, probably from Madras, into the United 
Provinces abJut 1920. 'l'be use of ~be word "depressed" ip, this connection· is 
.Unfortunate. Firstly, it docs not tr~uslat;, any vernacula.r term i indeed the 
Hindustani adjectives used in this connection, suob as aai (aboriginal), adna (in· 
terjor), datil (doiVntrodden), or achue (untouchable), have been subsequentlr 
eeleot~d to translate the English adjective, Secondly, the word ''depressed" is 
quebtion-bcgging, for it connotes the presence of a depressor; iiQd though there 
ina.y be castes that can with justice complain that obstacles have been deliberately 
Jllaced in the way of their social or economic or politioal advancement, tbere are 
11o1Bo many castes which, though they m~y be of low social status, are cort~inly noo 

. ''depr~ssed" in the literal sense of the word, and would be extremely annoyed if they 
·;ere told that they were. This i~ indeed the prjncipa.l reason why it is so dillicult 
to define tbe term, and why its 1n~~nin~ ditlm so groatly with different.·authQ· 
rities. 

12, Ori!eria of deprmion.-Various criteria have been suggested 'by which 
·to determine whe~her a particular tribe or eaate should or should not be olussed as 
·,,depressed." 'Ihe principal of these are as follows:- . . 

.. (1) Untouchability, or pollution by physical contac~; which involves-· 
(CI) exclusion from the use of q. village well: 
(b) exclusion from the temples of orthodolj: Hinduism, 

(2) Food and water taboo~. 
(3) E11clusion from orthodoll domestic rites, 

13. (1) Untouchabilily ....... Tbe criterion of untouchability is of special im· 
.portance, because many people (including the Simoll Commission) appe11r 
·&o .regaTd "untouoh~\lle ·~ 11nd "depreSBed" as qynoqyDlllt The prjnoiple is of 
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far less impor~ance in this province ~hnn in other ports of India. We hnve, for 
instance, no caste 10 low that its members can cause pollution from a distnn-.e, or 
by the fall of a shadow; our untouchables convey pollution only by contact, More· 
over, the 8upemition is moribund. Fdw castes are now untouchable to Rnjputs 
and Sudros; and though Vnishyas and Brahmans may be more particular, yet they 
tpo are apt to ignore untouchability, whenever observance of it would be incon• 
venient. If a Hrahman is working in the field during the morning with an 
untouchable labourer, he can scarcely avoid contact with him; but the fact will 
not trouble him, for b~ will in any case wash himself and his .clothe& when he goes 
hom.e ~~~ middoy, and thereby can remove the stain o( contact. Mouern conditions 
have also served to weaken ~his taboo. Tonchables and untouchables jostle each 
other freely in a crowded streel, or a political meeting, or a raihvay carriage; but 
*t mble. is avoided because the touchable is careful not to display any curiosity 
regarding his neigh hour's caste. 

H. Exclusion from wells and temp!es-(a) Wells.- With the diiiappearanc~t 
of -tho taboo ,of untouchability, itself the two principal disabihties which result 
from it are also disappearing. Not s1long· ago, the 'untouchables of a village, if 
\hey bad no well or their own, were compelled to. wait at the village lfell u~til some 
member of a clean coste condescended to drnw water nnd fill their vessa!s for 
them; ~hey wero not allowed to draw water themselve3, The reports received at 
i.be census of 1931, however, show that this restriction is disappearing r11pidly, and 
'hat for the most part untou~bables are as free to use the comrnon well as anybod,r 
else. N owndays, an untouchable would only be debarred from using the well, if a 
'tuuchoble wanted to use it at the same time; in ~hicb cas~ the untouchable must 
ataod a~ioie till the touchable bas finished, 

·(b) Temp!es.-Some social reformers seem to regard exclusion from tho major 
Hindu temples as the principal disability ofnu untouchable caste, and the removal 
of it as the only step necessary to raise bim into the ranks of Hindu society. · I~ 
seems doubtful, however, whether so much weight should ever have been· given to. 
'his particular restriction. Castes likely to be exoludad from such temples wouht 
rarely have either an opportunity or a desir~ to enter them. Many such caste!!' 
have their own deities and their own worship~, often of a very primitive kind'. 
nod would ordinarily be content with .those. Iran untouchable conceived the idea 
or visiting the G~ld~n temple at Benares, his motive will probably be either mer& 
curiosity, or a vague idea, common enough amongst the followers of all primitive 
religions, that it is desirable to placate strange gods in their own domain. The 
prohibition, moreovet•, bas nover been confined merely t.o untouchables, but is 
extended to the followers of other religions, for instance Islam and Christianity, 
At tho present time, the latest reports show that in many districts the prohibition 
bas been relaxed. For instance, at a certain famous temple iu the Bara Banki 
district where a largo fait· is held on the Shivratr.i festival, Cbamars and sweepers 
are allowed to ofler their Ganges water without any restrictions whatever; whil:st 
'from another district comes the report that Chamars are allowed to enter temples- . 
up to a certain fixed distance, provided they are wearing wet loincloths (d!lotis). 

15 .• Temporary and permanent untouchabilily.-Uutoucbability serves i!& 
a criterion of sooia.l status only when it is permauen.t. It· is the result of unclean· 
nasa. Anybody may be temporarily unclean and therefore temporarily untouoh· 
able; for instance a woman ia her courses or in childbed is always untouebnble-· 
for a fixed period, If ti man, though touchnhlo himself, bas come into· contaot 
with an untouchable, be himself becomes untouoh"able until he has removed the­
slain, Again, anybody, even though touchable himself, can pollute by touch th& 
chief mourner after a death, who, for the benefit of the departo1 sou~, m11st k.eep. 

.himself in a atate o£ ceremonial purity. On the other band, the son of a. t\Vice• 
born cannot be polluted by touch until be bas undergone the upanayana ceremony 
which makes him tlfice·born, and has put on the jcmeo (sacred thread), a rile which 
thould take pl~~ooe in tbe eighth yeo.r, bnt if! ll!loally postponed till the tenth 01 
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~levonth; and it is this fact that makes it possible for the sons of Brahmans and 
Chamnrs to play together in the streets, or eh next to eaoh other oo. the same 
school bench. 

16. The 'causes of perm<~.nent, untouchabitity.-In theory, the following 
practices would make a tribe or caste permanently untouchable, at all events to a 
Brahman :-

(I) the following of some uncleBn profe~sion, such ns scnvenging; 
(2) the keeping of pigs, or the eating;or unclean fo~d. such as pork or beef; 
(3) vaga·ancy, unless there is a settled home to which the tribe or caste' 

occasionally returns. 

Reports received in connection ~tith the census of 1931 from the districts, 
·show that the averag6 Brahman st.ill regards tbeso practices as carrying with them' 
a theoretic~! stigma of untouchability, even though that stigma, as already explain· 
ed, may now be lightly regarded, There is, moreover, a ma1·ked nnd growing 
tendency to make nntouchabi!'ity a pers·onal and not n caste attribute, Formerly; 
every person born into a caste, the members of which followed some degrading' 
practice, was treated as permanently uniouchable. · At the present day, any caste; 
or nny section of a caste, or any individual who has abandoned the practice whioh' 
made him untouchable, becomes touchable. The village Chamar, for io~tance, 

11ill remain untouchable eo long as he handles dead animals, but the Chamar who· 
bas become a saddler (zi'llga.r), or a cobbler (moohi), or a groom (syc~), is not •. · 
This has happened even amongst Bhangis, for there is a case recorded of a 
municipallatrine·cleaner, who having firsfrisen to the rank of jamadar of scaven• 
gers, subsequently abandoned that occupation altogether, and is now no longer: 
regarded as untouchable by his fellolv·citizens. And all recent evidence suggests 
that, at the present dny the castes that would, as a whole, be treated as untouch· 
able are very few,-the Bhangi; the Dom; and the wandering tribes; and these 
would be untouchable not only to the Brahman but to all orthodox Hindus, The 
whole idea of untouchability, in fact, is now fast disappearing. 

17. U'll!ouchabi!i!y amougst the untou.cht~bles.-Curiously enough, however, 
many cnstes, which for this reason or that are in theory nntoucha.ble, are partiou· 
.Jar in keeping certain other untouoh~bles at a distance. For instance, the Baeor, a 
section of the Dom tribe, wbioh bas settled down to the comparatively respectable 
occupations ofba.sket·makiug and music, will not touch either a Bhangi1 a Chamar, 
a Dhobi, or even a Dom or a Dharkar, both of whom are his close relatives. 
Among the five castes mentioned, the Bhangi and the Chamar will nob touoh the 
Dhobi or the Dom. The Dharkar also extends his objections to the Chamar l 
whilst even a Dom will not touch a Dhobi. 

18. Untou.clw.bi!ity summarized.-The principal facts connected with un• 
tonchability can now be summarized- · 

(a) The number of castes that would be regarded or treated as untouchable 
by all the twioe·born is small. 

(b) The number of castes thab would be regarded as untouchable by the 
Brahman is considerable, but-

(i) the stigma of nntoaahability will disappear if the practice which 
produced ibis abandoned; 

(ii) even though a Brahman may regard any particular caste as untouch· 
able, he will not necessarijy treat a member of it as such, if to do 
so would cause himself inconvenience. 

(c) Castes, themselves untouchable, are often more intolerant in their lreat· 
ment of other untouchables than tho twice-born the,maelves, 

19. Untouchability thd minimum criterion.-h follows, therefore, from 
what has been said, that untouchability cannot be regarded as a good, and still 
less a decisive, criterion of social status; for in certain circumstances anybody 
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may become untouchable, whilst with relatively little trouble, anybody who is 
uotouobable can relieve himself of the taint, The number of those who attach 
any importance to the principle is const~ntly growing smaller, and the principle 
ltself is con,tantly growing weaker. If we confine ours~lves strictly to the few 
o~stea "which are untouchable to everybody, then untouchabilit.y may serve as a 
orfterion of the minimum population that can be regarded as "depressed;" beyond 
that, however, ita· use would ba dangerous. On the other hand, the degradi~g 
practices mantiuncd in para. 16, whether they d? or· do not connote untouchability, 
do connote a social status, which may, or may not, ba sufficiently low to be con· 
sonant with •·depression." 

20. (2) Tlte food and w~ter taboos.-Thasa tnboos form the most common 
criterion of the social rank of nny particular caste. They form one of the bases on 
which Sir Richard Burn erected his scheme of precedence, and for all Hindus they 
are of great importance. A classificati~n of castes according to these taboos 
represents, in Sir Edward Gait's words (Census Report of ·1911 ), the "external 
Tiew of the social organizltion." To the individual his caste matters much, but il 
matters very liltle to anybo ly elsa. A Brahman will not care whether his 
neighbour belongs to this caste or that, but be will care w bether he can take food 
or water from his hands, At first eight it would seem that these taboos provide 
an adequate criterion of the social pooition of a,uy particular caste,-at all 6Vents, 
in any given locality, for the intercourse which can take place in this matter 
varies from place to place. There are, however, many practical difiicuhies, The 
taboos themselves have always admitted of exceptions, for since the time of Manu 
h bns always been recognized th~~ the hungry traveller may obtain food as best he 
oan, whether be thereby infringes caste regulations or not. 'l'be distinction drawn 
betweenkachclta food (food cooked with water) nod paldca food (food cooked witb 
butter, ghee or milk), forms another exception, and is an excellent example of 
practical casuistry. In modern times, again, the incidents "or railway travelling 
have further relaxed the3e restrictions. It would be inconvenient to make in· 
quirics regnrding the baste of' a platform food-vendor, especially if the wait is a 
short one. "Having drunk water from•his hands it is foolish to ask about his 
caste,'' says the proverb; and a wise traveller avoids trouble by making no in· 
quiries at all, Finally, the number of high ca$te Hindus, who will dine in com· 
pany with Hindus of any caste, or with Muslims and Europeans, is con• 
stantly growing; and such guests do not as a rule inquire to IV bat caste \he cook of 
the host belongs. In short, these taboos also, though they can scarcely be de· 
scribed as moribund, are senaibly weaker than they used tO' be o. generation ago, 

21. Th6 food taboos of low casles.-Again, many low castes are quite as 
particular as high castes regarding these food taboos, Tho Knmhnr (pott~r), for 
ins~nnce, is In this respect on a par with the B.nnaujis or Saraswat Brahman, The 
:Majbwar and the Agari!l., two primitive tribes in south :Mirznpur, are on 11 par 
fcspectively with the Kbattri and Kayastha. Out of 76 castes whose commensal 
taboos have been fully analysed, there are only four who will tnlte food cooked or 
(\a ink water given by almosb anybody,-namdy, the Bbangi, the Cbamar, tb, Dom 
and the Kanjar (a vagrant tribe), In modern times as in ancient, the ~J>irit o( 

e;~;olusiveness is as strong in soma low castes as it is amongst the pighest. 

22. Lastly, in particular cnees the taboos themselves are either irrational or 
merely sentimental. Why, for instance, should a twice-born caste be willing to 
take water from 11 man who transports &oods by boat, and refuse to take it I rom a 
man who transports goods on the backs of bullooks or ponies ? Why should he, 
tnl<e water from n tailor and refuse to take it from a weaver? Why should he 
refuse to take water from 11 man whose oil he 11ses freely? The most striking 
instance of this, however, is that of the Kalwnr. Be has a longstanding claim to'. 
be regardud as a Vaishya. Be is wealthy and his percentage of Iii~ racy is bigb, 
le~ qo twioe·born will t:lka water from bi!D1 and the onlr reason appea~s to pQ 
that ho sells )iquor, · 
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21. Fooil la.boos !he ma:eimum criterion,-In abort, though the food taboos 
are an important and well-nigh a decisive criterion of social status, the fact that 11 

enste is debarred from offering ehher food or water to any twics·born onite'cannob 
be regarded as decisive of its'' depression." At the very most, it oan bo regarded 
as setting an upper limit, just as untouchability sets 11lower limit, to the "de pres• 
sed " classes, · 

24. (3) E~~!usion from ort1toilo:n ilomtslio riles.-At nll times, throughoub 
history, tbe Brahman priesthood have endeavoured to keep the lti11o·jt1lyo and the 
hina-sippaniscgregated, uot only from Hindu society, but from the Hindu religion 
and the Hindu ceremonial., They were nob &llowo•l to hear, much less study, 
\he Vedas: they must carry out all ceremonies without using the mantras 
(sacred texts); and no Brahman would carry out any domestic ooremony (sanslcara) 
for them. And that is still the position; there are m~oy castes who are nob 
served by Brahmans, yet have sho1ved by their att~mpts to secure some tl·ivial 
service from Brahmans, that they are desirous of receiving their recognition, 
11ond of being admitted as fu:ll members of the Hindu society, And if the term 
"depressed class" had only a historical or ethnographical sigoificanoe, if it meanb 
merely the lowest stratum in the Hindu caste system, then I sbou ld reserve ib 
for those whom no Brahman will serve, They are in pre~issly the same position 
~s the old hina·jatyo and hillll·Bippzni, who were the "depressed olasses" of medi· 
aeval times, '!'heir positibn is pathetic, because they w~nt what the Brahman 
will not give them; they are "depressed" in the full sensa of the word. At 
the same time there would be difficulties in using this as the sole criterion of 
io depression ;" for there are many o~s tes which possess their own deities, rites 
and priests (baig~:~ and ojha), who are apparently content with them, an~ do 
not desire the ministraLions of Brahmans except, sometimes, ns astrologers, And 
some of these must certainly ho classed as ''depressed." Again, the disability 
itself is removnblo; the prosperous Chamar, Bhnr, or Pasi, can ahvnys find for 
themselves family priests. And since no individual by his own action can free 
himself of this disability, it muat be regarded liS the llttdbute o£ 11 person r11ther 
than of a caste. 
: 25. 'Ihe difficulty of defining a depressed class.-With criteriuo wholly vag~e 
end inconclusive, it is not perhaps surprising that different writers, ench from his 
~wn point of view, have given suoh difierent meanings to the term" depressed.'' 
Some, for instance, would restrict it to the few groupl, numbering perhaps n mil• 
lion in all, which are untouchable to everybody else without exception, 0Lhers 
would eJ;;tcnd it sons to include all groups, in number some 13 millions, which nre 
debarred fc·om offering food or water to the t1vice·born. And there are some who 
'l'ould stretch the term so as to include not only those who oan reasonably be called 
"depressed" but nho those who oan be lab3ll~d "back1V11rd": -whereby they 
stretch the 6guro to some 21 millions or so, aod turn what is usually regarded 119 

a minority into a large majority. Nor, in view of the magnitude of the political 
issues now involved, is there any likelihood that thesedijferenoos can be oomposedj 
indeed they are more likely to be emphasized. · 

Personally, I regard it as wholly impossible to devise a general formula capabl~ 
of ooveriog all cases of "depression," "Depression" is a question of fact, not oC 
formula. I consider that the only possible method of deciding 1vhether it exists 
in the case of an individual ~nste is to examine the circumstances of that casto . 
in detail, 

. 26. Ths baokwa~tl clcmes .... O£ recent ye~r~ a'considerable number of lower 
St!dra groups have endeavoured to join furces with the "depressed classes," They 
describe themselves ~s ''backward;" they claim that in respec~ bo~b of social 
status and oivil position, the difference between themselves and the ·• depressed 11 

is only one cf degree, and that they are as much in need as the latter of special 
concessions and special treatment. The result is that in the later discussions Ol! 
.his subje~t, "depressed 11 and "baokwar4" classes are linked together as if ther 
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.were one, The term "backward'' is as unfortunately chosen as the term 
"deprcased." FiMly, what type of backwardness is meant? If it be backward• 
neu in the mBtter of education, then, as one member of tbe Provincial Franchise 
.Committee bas pointed out, tbe term could justifiably be used to cover not only 
some, but all Sudras, and even a considerable nttmber of 'he " twice-born," And 
if backwardness is interpreted as meaning the maintenance of primitive customs, 
beliefs and ideas, there are many continental nations which still cling to customs 
and superstitions quito as primitive as any to be found among our ''backward" 
classes. • Do not we ourselves dislike the number 13, tbe crossing of knhes, the 
spilling of salt, and regard Friday as unlucky 1 Are not most of our Christmas 
.customs survivals of pagan festivals? In short, the term "backward" ia entirely 
.relative: its content depends on the place where progress is supposed to end and 
backwardness to begin, Backwardness, like depression, must be regarded as a 
.question o£ fact and not of formula; and here too, the only possible method of 
deciding whether it exiats is to examine the circumstances of individual castes, 

I commence, however, by certain general observations wbioh may lighten 
the task of detailed examination, 

NEED l.'OR SOCIAL t1PLJJ1l' AND POLITICAL CONCESSIONS, 

27, Socia£ uplift.-The Hindu social system is the most aristocratic in the 
world, A man is born a member of the caste to which his parents belong, and 
throughout his life remains a member of it, . Bnt ambition to rise in the social 
scale is as common in the Jl:ast as in the West, and in favourable circumstances au. 
individual, or a sub•oaste, or even a whole caste, oan rise to higher things, The 
progress of the parvenu bas already been described (para, 8); and though· 'hab 
progress may be slow and even painful, yet it is sure, and long before it is com­
plete, untouchability and other stigmata of "depression'· will have passed away, 
Nor are such Q.asea uncommon, Claims to higher social rank are usual!y venti· 
lat~d at a census, for the claimants are anxious to be recorded by the new caste; 
name, which they have selected for themselves. In 1911 and 1921 no less than 
26 low castes put forward such claims, of which seven claimed to be Brahmans, 
sixteen to be Kshattriya or Rajpnt, and three claimed to be Vaishya, There are 
many older claims. In short, the modern hina·jatyo or hina•sippani. ~au and do 
rise in the social scale by their own unaided efforts, and do not need the assistance 
of a social reformer to raise them. But if a low caste does not need patronage, iti. 
does need its adequate share of opportunity. It is useless for a Chamar or Pasi 
to give their sane a university education, if the sons oan find no market for their 
degrees and no sphere of action for their energies, Nothing which any social 
reformer could do to raise the" depressed classes"· will be half so efteotive as a 
government order making them eligible for appointmena to services other than 
menial. 

28, Political cor.cesBions.-The present composition of the Legislative Council 
is abnormal, for ib includes twelve members belonging to low or depressed 
onstes who owe their eleotion to Congress support. Every other elected Hindu 
member in the present Council belongs to some twice· born caste; nor can I re• 
member a single elected Sudra member in any previous Council. The reason is 
simple enough, In earlier days, the Brahman was not only· the priest but the 
leader of society, The Rajput, whether king or petty baron, was the political ruler, 
tro every Raj put clan were attached Sudra groups that lived under its protection and 
served it as cultiyators, artisans, or menials; the relationship is proved by the facb 
that many Sudra sub·castes are still called by tho names of Rajput clans. And tlte 
absence of Sudras from the Council today merely means that such folk still prefer 
to be represented by their natural protectors. It is impossible to say how long 
this preference will last, The historical bond between the twice· born leader and the 
Sudra follower has already been weakened, and the time is probably not far distaub 
when the Sudras will cub themselves adriCI, and seek to elect representatives from 
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amongst their own community; which, in rural areas, is tantamount to saying tha' 
the tenantry will cot themselves ~>drift !rom the landlords, P~rsonally, I believe 
that oven under the prosent electoral system, the Sudra tenantry would in many 
di~tricts be strong enough to defeat a landlord candidate; which belief is support• 
ed by the success of the Congress in capturing twelve seats for low caste represen· 
tatives at the recent election, But whether that be tru~ or not for the present, ib 
will certainly be true in the future, when the franchise 'qualification has been 
lowered. And that fact has an important bearing on the pre•ent discussion, for 
clearly any class which can secure adequate representation throu~fh the general 
electorate requires M special franchise concession. 

29. OoGrcit:e processes available to low castes.-Even if the electoral system 
were so constructed that only the twice-born could hope to secure election to the 
Council, yet their Sudra or low caste collstituents have means at their disposal 
by which to compel their representatives to respect th~ir wishes. Such castes are 
almost invariably ruled by councils (panchay11t), of which there is one to each 
local section or brotherhood (biradari). These councils are generally composed 
either of all aduh males in the brotberb~od, or of representatives selected on one 
basis or another, I!Dd is ruled by a small committee, or which the headman or the 
brotherhood (chauilhri) is presid~nt, i'his headman is usually a permanent 
officer, either her~ditary, or elected or nominated for life. These councils have 
authority to investiga~e and punish all ol!'onoes against caste custom, and $\so to 
licence acts and omissions which by custom require their eauction, They tire 
extremely powerful. Their decrees are binding on every member of the brother­
hood, and anybody who disobeyed or ignored such a decree would render himself 
liable to be outcasted; whilst the decrees of one brotherhood are almost invariably 

. observed and put into effect by other brotherhoods. Moreover these councils can 
· and frequently do take action against other castes sbonld a cause of quarrel 
arise. Their weapons of ofience are the etrike nod the boycott; the offended 
council will forbid its subjects to work for, or serve, or have any intercourse 
whatever with, the offender until be bas placated it. If, for instance, a Nai 
(barber) quarrels with one of his clients, the Nai panol1ayat will take the case 
up, and the .client will go unshaven until he makes terms. Muuioipa\ acavengers 
have more than once organized elfective !trikes against an obnoxious board, 
whilst in one famous case there was. a caste .strike against Government it· 
self, "The Koiri poppy·growers, being dissatisfied with the rates paid by Govern• 
ment for opium, assembled in joint pancllayat, aad decided to stop grc;wing poppy 
till the rates were enhanced; and Govern.menb had to give way, In shon the use 
of boycott and strike is well understood in India ; and I have little doubt that, if 
necessary, caste panchayats would not hesitate to use these weapons in the political 
arena,-for instance, against repreaentatives who consistently ignored their wishes, 
Indeed, unless I am mistaken, they have already been eo used in the sphere of local 
self-government; whilst the Congress are constantly advocating the social boycott o£ 
their political opponents, This too is clearly a factor of which some account must 
be taken, when deciding whether a particular caste does or does not require any 
special franchise concession, 

30. Connection between social status and civil position.-At the present 
moment all the Hindu majority, consisting of the '' twice·born" o.nd all the better 
Sudras1 are anxious to avoid the possibility of being swamped in politics by the 
''depressed" and "backward" classes, They realize that if they expect these groups 
to be swallow.ed up in a general electorate, they cannot reasonably exclude them 
from the Hindu social system. They realize, moreover, that if they persist in such 
social exclusion, these groups will cut themselves olf from Hioduiam altogether, 
either by way of conversion to some proselytiziug religion such as Islam, Christian· 
ity or thtt Arya Samaj or by forming themselves iuto a new and individ ua.l 
society, suoh as is implied iu the term "Adi Hindu,". b is for this reason tba$ 

a 
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the social uplift of the depressed classes figures so prominently in the programme, 
not only of liindu social roformcre, but of Hindu .political lenders. I~ .abort, the 
depressed ol 11sses are likely to obtain sodal enlvattcn through the polmcal door, 
There arc, however, iodicadons to suggest that the twi-ce-born c&stes have allowed,­
the propitious moment to slip by unheeded, The present reform~ haveawa~ened. !\ 
rudimentary sense of political values in the lo,vor classes, whtch, e~pe.ctally tn 
rural areas, are also beginning to underst~nd the advnntngAs of economic JDdepeud· 
encu. And it may prove that the social benefit which Hinduism has to offer will 
not prove enough tu dr~w tbe depressed back to their old relat~one with the 
"twice·boro." The break between the two is not yet complete, bat It has begun 

and is continuing. 
U, Ad boo definitions uf depremd and backward c!aases.-In paragraphs 

25 and 26, it bas been suggested that the only possible method of deciding 
whether a caste should be classed as "depressed" or "backward," as the case 
may be, is ~o examine the circumstances of that caste in detail. I now offer the , 
follQwiog ad hoc definitions as a standard of decision :-

(1) A "depressed class" is one whose social, economic and other oircum· 
stances are such that it 1vill be un11ble to secure adequate presentation 
of its political views or adequate proteotion of its· imerest~, witboub 
some form of special fraochise concession, 

(2) A "backward class" is one whose circumstanr.cs are such that it could 
secure ac\equate representation of its political views or protection of 
its political interests through the general electorate, ye~ is unlikely 
to make use of its powers. 

By these,definilions I hope to empha.she the political object of this inquiry, 
whilst u.sing the variou.s soaial criteria not as decisive but as mere clues pointing 
to a decision, 

DETAILED EXAMINATION OF CASTES, 

82. The highest caste which I have ever heard described as backward is the 
Ahir, and I have examined the circumstances of this caste and of all others tba.t 
are placed below it in Sir Rioha.rd Burn's s~beme of social precedence, 157 in all, 
l have arranged these oastes in convenient classes and groups, and in Appendix I, 
I have given for each caste or group sufficient infor~ation to serve as a basis for 
decision regarding its sociala~d civil po~itiou, Appendix Il is a table whio~ 
shows for each group and class the population which is respectively "touchable," 
" untouchable," "not served by Brahman," ''depressed," and ,; backward," I­
should explain that the figures of population wherever possible are those Qf ~be 
1931 census; where these are not available, I hav~ used the figures of the 190l 
census. As there were decreases of pop.ulation in each of ihe two decades bet we~~ 
1901 and 1921, and a large increase in the decade 1921-1981, the prubability i~ 
that ~he 1901 fi11ures are not far from cor~ect now,_ 

CoNCLUsioNs. 
33. I now summarize the conclusions of ~his detailud eJ;nmination :-
O!asl .4-Peasantry.-Tbis is a olass of about 9i million popuht_ion. I~ 

consists of nine groups consisting of 2~ castes. The principal. occuplllion of one of 
these groups is oattle•owning. A. second is composed of sht·pherds and goat· 
herds, whilst 11 third specializes in intensive cultivation of all kinds such as the 
growing of poppy, Oo1vers and fruit1 atd market-gardening. All these three, 
however, have ordinary cultivation as their Bl!bsidiary occupation, whilst it is the 
principal occupation of the other sir groups. 'fhe vast majorhy are tenant-farmers 
and a large proportion aN rensouo.bly well·to·do, nota'lly the cattle·owners and 
market-gardeners: Of ~be total population of 9! million all eJ;cept 480,000 are 
touchable and neither depresse~ nor 'back 1var~. 1 b11ve ola.sseq some 484,000 aq 

backward. , 

CllBB B-Village meni.1ls, labourers and watchmen.- This c!nss consists af 
~en caste~ witll a pop~latiou of &20,0QO, It is divided into five groups, Tbfe~ 
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or these groups and a small part of a fourth, totalling some 3M,000, are depressed, 
of which 244.,000 are also untouchable. 

· Olass O~IUverine class and grou.p.-Tbis oonsists of seven castes with 11 total 
population of 965,000. The members of this caste are all by tradition fishermen 
and boatmen, and many still follow thntoccnpation, though a considerable number 
have taken to cultivation. This is a difficult group to place. Their social and 
economic condition is certainly better than that of any other group which has been 
classed ns backward; and they should b~ able to make theit wishes felt through 
the general electorate if they combine with other similar castes. Unfortunately, 
the nature of their occupation sends them far afield; and combination, even · 
amongst themselves, might be difficult. They insist that they are "b~okward," 
and though I am inclined to doubt it, I have shown them as such, 

Olass D-.dl'lisans.-This class consists of twelve c~stos arranged in six 
groups, ITith a population of over 8! million, of which over six million belong to 
one caste, the Cha.mar. or these only 5 million have been clasailied both as Un· 
touchable and depressed and 2f millionsns backward ; just oyer a million consisting 
ofthe Bnrhai group and some weavers, are neither, In this group I have included 
two puzzling castes i the Kumhar, which though exhibiting every outward sign of 
depression, is touchable, entP clean food, and is admitted by nobody to be 
depressed; and a weaver group, of which five·sixths are by unanimous consenb 
~lassed as both untouchable and depressed with little or no obvious reason. I have 
classed the Kumhar as backJVard. 

Olass E-Oarriers.-This consists of only one group of three castes. The total 
population is only 49,000, none of whom are depreosed or backward, 

Glass F-Domestic servants.-This class consists of eighteen castes arranged 
in live groups. The population is over 3 million, or these one million are un• 
touchable nud depressed, and about 1! million are backward, The rest, consisting 
of two groups, are neither, 

Class G-Traaesmsn ana manu(aalurera.-This class consists of twenty 
oastes arranged ·in seven groups. The total population is just nuder 2 million, of 
which a small group of 4,000 has been classed as bo.ckward, trhe rest are neither 
backward nor depressed. 
· Class H-Dancers, singers, jesters ana musioians.-This is a small class of tsn 

·castes arranged in three groups, the total population of which is under 19,000. 0£ 
these 7,000. are classed ns depressed, The rest are n.eitber depressed nor backward, 

Class J -Sectarian castes.-This is a small group consisting of two castes 
with a population of under 38,000, whioh are nehher depressed nor baokward. 

Olass K-Primilive tribes.-This class consists of 32 tribes in live groups nurn• 
bering io all2! million. The whole of this group is both untoucbableand depressed, 

Ol!!.BB L-Vagrant tribes.-These con list of 19 castes arranged in four groups 
of which the total population is just onder 112,000. The whole o£ these are 
depressed an<l save one small caste, SOD strong, the whole are also untouchable. 

Total figures.- The population dealt with is just under 2~ ,4.70,000. Of those 
9,\82,000 are untouchable, whilst 8,077,000 are not served by Brahmans. The 
number of depressed works out at 8,812,000 and of blckward ,9lasses at 6,046,000, 

Oonclu.sion.-It is no part of my object in this note to suggest what special 
franchise concessions ·shonld be. granted ~o the "depresse4" and ".baok.vard" 
classes. All I need say by way of conolusion is that in my opinion the" depreascd" 
certainly requires such a concession. As regards the backward classes, 1 am 
doubtful. Efll hypothesi, they are capable of obtaining sufficient representli.tion 
or protection for their interests through the general electorate, but for reasons 
which make up their "backwardness,;• are not likely to us~ that power. They 
will, however, quickly learn to do eo; and I consider that if any concession is 
given to them, it should be for a strictly limited period, which I pnb at not moro 
tban ten years from the first election held under the new franchise, 

March 3, 1932, E. A. H. BLUNT. 



APPENDIX I. 

No!es.-1, Clean food consists of the following :..-G!'ain pulse, veget~bles, 
sugar, milk, g~ee, butter; mutton, goat's flesh, venison ~nd game birds, Some high 
castes also eat wild boar's flesh and scaled fish. Poultry are regarded ns unolean, 
but nob sutlicie!ltly eo to make a caste untouchable. The fl~sh of the domostio pig, 
beef, and all animals uot commonly used for food, such as field rats, tortoise~, 
orooodilcs, bear's flesh or monkey, are positively un~le~n, and the usa of aoy of 
these meats would rooder n caste untouchable to a Brahman. The drinkin~ of 

0 

spirituous liquor is lowering, but by itsdf does not m~ke the ddnker untouchable. 

2. Service of BrJhm~n prieJts me~ns the possession of 11 Br,hman family 
priest (pZ£rohit), who 1vill serve the domestic rites (stlnsbra), of which there are 
sixteen. Tie twice·born may, and should, carry out all of them: the Sudra 
should carry out all but the upaMya.n'l rite, which m~kes the ioiti~te t1vioe·born ; 
bub probably most people other than Brahmans, whether once-born or twice·born, 
carry out only the more important rites, connected with birth, marriage, and 
death. 

3. Untoucl•able, save where the term is further defined, ~eans following 
one of the practices described in para. 16, whioh formetly made a caste wholly 
untouchable to Brahmans. 

4. Food taboos.-For these purposes food is divided into hchcila, which 
means food cooked with water, and paldca, which means food cooked with gh~e. 

· butter nnd milk. The restrictions regarding the latter nrc much le3a stringent 
than the restrictions regarding the former, It must be remembered that the 
restrictions otpply, not to the donor of the food, but to the cook. The Brahman play 
accept uncooked food from nu untouchable, and also cooked food, if the untouoh· 
able's cook is of o. suitab'le caste. · 

5. Social classes according to Sir Rickard Bu.rn's c!assiftcation.-Group 
V ill consists of castes from whom some ot the twioe·born will take p~kka food, 
and all will take wpoter. 

Group IX consists of castes from whose hands some of tho twice· born will 
, take wat.er, whilst other~ will not, 

Group X cpnsists of castes from whom the twice-born cannot take water, and 
is sub·divided into three sections : 

(a) with respectable occupations, 
(b) wilh occupations considered more or less degrading, 
(c) suspected of criminal practices; 

Group Xl consists of such castes as arc untouchable, but do not eat beef. 

Group XII consist of su~h o1utes o.s eat beef and vermin, and are considered 

filthy. 

Rural groups, 

A.-PEASANTRY, 

(1) .tl.hir group-.tl.har, .tl.hir, Bhur!iya, Harjala.-The first two onstes are 
closely connected, the third and fourth are offshoots of the second, which is the 
parent tribe in this class, descended from the Abhirns, a non·Aryan (possibly 
Scythian) pastoral race, and traditionally connected with tho cult of the god 
Krishna.. They nrc cattle owners, though many have become cultivators. 'l'he 
Ahir claims connection whh the Rajpnt; all are orthodox llindus, eat olean food, 
and are served i?Y Brahman pries Is. The first three are in group Vll!, the fourth, 
which bas lost status by taking to begging, is in group X (b). The Ahir possesses 

11 strong panchayat. None· of these 011stcs can be classed as either "depressed" 
or "backward.'' 
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• (2) Kachki group-Baukban, Jfali, s~ini, Kaclthi, Murao, Ko1ri, Kunjra.­

All of these castes nre closely connected to each other nnd probably to the import­
ant Knrmi tribe. 'Jhey are all cultivators, specialising in market gardening, 
the growing of fruit, flowers, poppy, nod similnr form~ of intensive cultivntion., 
They are all orthodox Hindus, and eat cleal! food, are served by B'rahman priests, 
and as a rule are much better oil' than most cnllivating castes. 1\nnjra is ati 
occupational name (greengrocer), usually reserved for Muslims, These Hindu 
Kuojre.s are probably members of one or other of the former. castes, who have 
taken to selling instead of growing vegetables, They are all in group VIII, and 
possess pr~nchuyats, The Knchlii' has recently set np a claim to Raj put (Kaobh· 
waha) descent, None of these castes can be classed as "depressed " or "back· 
ward." 

(3) Lodlla group-8oiri, Kisan, Khagi, Lodha, Gorchka.-These are nll 
cultivating castes, The Soiri is probably of non-Aryan origin, whilst the Gorchha 
is of unknown descent. The other three are probably offshoots of the Kurmi trib&, 
All of them, however, claim Rajput descent, whic~ claim seems to be admhted in 
the first case. All of them are orthodox Hind ns, eating olean food and served by 
Brahman priests, though some Gorchhas drink liquor, All of them are in group 
VIII; the last t,hree possess pat1chayats. None of these caste are ·~depressed" 

or '' back ward," · 
(4) Bhar,-This tribe represents the remnants of a Dravidian and possibly 

autochthonous race, which once held Oudh ancl the eastern districts, nnd was 
dispossessed by iwmigran~ Rajpnt clans whic6 were set moving by the Muslim 
invasions of the mediaeval era. _This race before its downfall was well advanced 
in civilization, but the modern Bhar is·cn a much lower level, . One section, known. 
as Rajbhar, is of higher social standing than the rest, He claims to be a Rajput, 
is served by Brahmans, and only eats .clean food, The ordinary I!har keeps pigs 
r.nd eats pork, and accordingly is untouchable to Brahmans, with whom in mattera 
of i:itunl he bas little or nothing to do. All of th~m have ·many primitive belief~ 

and ens tows. But their social position is undoubtedly . high~r than that of other 
similar. trihes. He is in group X (a), and has a pcznckayat, B~ing a cultivator 
of fair ste.uding he cannot ba regarded IU depressed, but he must certainly be 
classed as backlyard. · · ' 

(5) BlwTcsa group-Bhotiya, Bhokea, Tharu.-Tbo Bhotiya onste is composed 
of immigrants, either from Tibet" or Bbutwal in Nepal, The other two oastes live 
in tho 'fnrai ~nd Bba?ar which are submontane tracts below the Himalayas. 
ihe first of these is now wholly Binduized ; they eat clean food, are served 

·by Brahman priests, and have adopted all important Hind11 customs, The 
Bboksa possesses l~gends of Rajput descent. Be is au orthodox Hind a and served 
by Brahmans, though his food is oot always clean, The Tharu varies, In some 
places he is as advaooed as the Bhoks~; and in others he is decidedly backward, 
eating uncleAn food, possGasing p~imitive cu~toms and having little to do with Brah· 
mans. Both Bhoksa and 1'haru, however, live fo~ the most part in certain Govern• 
mont esta~es, and arc well looked after. All three castes arecultivatora by oc~upa· 
don, they are placed in group X (a), and have panchayats. I do not think that any 
uf these caste's can be callei depress~d, but tho more primitive Tharus must be 
classed as "backward." 1 have taken a higil estimate of over 50 per cent, as such, 

(6) Pll•msiya.-The Pbansiya. is an offshoot of the Pasi tribe, which first 
came to notice as 11 separa~e caste in 1911. They were formerly hunters and fow. 
Jers, but have now settled down to cultivation and frn1t selling. They eat clean 
food, are served by Brahmans, and imitate all the restrictions of higher castes, The 
u.aste is 11 good example of 11 rise in the socialsuale as a result of adopting 11 
respectable occupation. They were not included in Sir Richard Burn's classification, 
as they had not then a separate existence. I would :put them not lower than 
group X (<l), Tliere is 11 strong panchayat, I regard them as "baokward;' 
and tslimate their number~~~ 700, No census 6gnre is available, 
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(7) Gidhiya.-Thia caste came to notice f~r the first time in 1911. h claims 
to be descended from Gujarat Rajput.s, but is more probably an ·offshoot of the 
criminal tribe called Bawatiya. Traditionally, they are birdcntohers and used to 
be criminals, but have now settled down to cultivation. They ore orthodox Hindus, 
Their .food, though they eschew pork, .fowls and beef, is unclean; because they ea~ 
carrion. This caste was not listed by Sir Richard Burn, having only been sub· 
&equently formed. I should put it in group XI (b). There is a panchayat. I 
class the Gidhiya as depressed. 

(S) Meo.-'l'he other name>~ for this caste arJ Mewati, .Ill ina and Jllina•Meo, 
There are both Hindu and Muslim branches and it is very hard to distinguish them:' 
for many Muslim Moos call themselves by Hindu names, and also preserve various 
Hindu customs and beliefs. Througbou& their history ~bey have been turbulent 
nnd troublesome-the most despetate rogue>~ in India, as one writer calla them. 
Tbey are co.rtainly not untouchable, though tboy are best avoided. They are placed 
in group X (c), and have a pa.11chayat, '£hey are certainly "back ward," though 
they require rather the restraining influence of the police, than the uplift of a 
social reformer. 

(9) Gadariya.-This is a caste of shepherds, goatherds and blanket weavers, 
the origin of whicll is uncertain. They are orthodox Eiindus, served by Brahman 
priests, and -are particularly careful about their food, drink and personal purity, 
They are in group IX, and possess a pa.nchayat. The Gadariya claims to be a . 
Fali Raj put. He is neither "depressed," nor " ba~k ward." 

B.-VILLAGE MENIALS, WATCHMEN AND LABOURERS, 

(1) Luniya group-Luniya, BelrJ.ar, Kharot.-Tbe pn.rent caste in this 
group is the Loniya. The common Qoaupation is earthwork and the making of 
saltpetre. Most Luuiyas eat ole~n food; the other two castes eat pork, and are 
accordingly untouchable. None of them have Brahman priests. Some of. them 
have taken to agriculture, and have accordingly risen in the social scale, but tile 
status of most of them is decidedly low. '£hey are in group X(b). The Lnniya 
and Beldar have strong panchayat!, The Luniya can scarcely be.regarded as 
i• do pressed" though he is "baolr.ward.'' The other two are depressed. 

(2) .tl.rakh gro11p-Arakh, Khang,lr, Kolwlr.-The Arakh and Khangar aro 
closely conn eo bed ; indeed, in some tracts they describe themselves in terms which 
can ooly.mean that they are two branches of the same caste. The Kotwar is 
merely one section of the Khangar. As a whole, the5e castes appear to be offilhoots 
of the l'asi tribe, They are employed as village menials, watchmen, and labourers, 
Some Khangars claim Rajput descent; and though they are certainly of non• 
Aryan origin, a very large body of tradition makes it plain that they did actually 
rule in the past. These Kh~tngars, of course, follow all the twice-born customs 
of the Rajput. The rest are· of lo\Ver status, but they eat only clean food, and 
employ Brahmans, t,hough of somewhat inferior grade, to serve their rites. They 
&:re decid~dly less backward than most of the Pasi. tribes, but must be placed 
among the" depressed,'' The Arakh and Kotwar are placed in group X( b), the 
Khangnr in group X(c), because he is suspected of criminal practices, notably, 
theft and burglary. None the less, he is very often appointed the village cbauki· 
dar. The Arakh and Khangar have panahayats. 

(3) Sejwari group-Sunkar, Sejwari.-Both these castes belong to Bunde I· 
khand. The former are labourers, the latter serve .the Bundela Rajputs as 
menial servants or watchmen. Though tho social status of both is low, they 
appear to be orthodox Hindus and are served by Brahmans. Little is known of 
them and their customs, but the worst alleged against them is that they drink 
liquor: The Sejwari is placed in group IX, the Sunkar in group XI. They can 
be classed as " baokward," 
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(4) Dusadii.-The Dneadh ie a menial tribe found in the east of the provinces; 
whose origin is very uncertain. Some of their legends would suggest a mixed 
descent, but more probably they are of non-Aryan .e~ock. At one time they seem 
to have boen soldiers, and it is said that most of Lord Clive's army at Plassey was 
composed of Dusadbs. They appear to bs regMded as uotoucbn.ble, but it ill 
difficult to imagice why, for they eat only clean food and follow clean occupations, 
being mostly ploughman or watchmen, On the other band, they have no Brab· 
man priests, arid though they a~sort that they are orthodox Hindus. mlny of their 
deities aud beliefs are decidedly primitive., An attempt has been modo to connect 
the name with Dhusiya, which is a sub-caste of the Cbamar, but the derivation is 
impossible, and their affinities seem to be rather with the Goad and Pasi tribes 
tho.n with any occupational group. 'l'hey are placed in group •XI, ami have a 
strong pancllayat. They are "depressed." . 

(5) Dhanuk.-Tha origin of this tribe is uuknown, One Bhangi group is called 
Dhannk, but is D;IOst probably o.n offahoot from the p~rent tribe which bas taken 
to scavenging. In some places too one of the Dhanuk sub·castes is Dusadh. 
Apart from this, however, it appears to have no affinities with any other castes of 
the same status, Ooe early ethnologist appears to regard them'· as of Parthian 
(Pahlava) descent, on the ground that the name can be derived from a Sanskrit 
word meaning" archer," but the theory is scarcely. convincing. By occup~rtion, 
Dhanuks are village menials, day labourers and watchmen, whi 1st their women are 
~idwives. They eat unclean food and drink freely of liquor, and though they· 
call themselvos orthodox Hindus, they have many primitive beliefs aud are not 
served by ,Brahmans except as astrologers. They are placed in group XI, and 
have a strong panchaya!, Tbey are " depressed." · · 

C.-RIVE!l.INJ! •• ' 

Kewa! group.-Mallah, Kewat, Bind, Sorahiya, Tyar, Ohai and Ka· 
dltera.-It is difficult to decide which caste eho11ld be regarded as "parent " in this 
group, 'The title is possibly best assigned to the Kewat, who is usually regarded 
as the modern representative of theanoieutKaivarta. Toe pedigree of this caste is 
uncertain, According to Manu, the Kaivarta is descended from a ~ishada father 
nnd an Ayogavi mother, a class itself descended from a Sudra father nnd a Vaishya 
mother,-n very low descent, since in beth generations the father was the lower' 
of the·two parents in rank, S1me Puranas on the other band, give the Kaivarta a 
Kshatriya father and a Vaishya mother, a far more distin.guishod parentage. 
Both Kewa~ and Mallah claim to be descendants of the ancient Nishadas, and it is 
mainly on this ground that they no" ·iu$is~ on being reckoned amongst the "back· 
ward" classes, Tho argument, of cour~e, is by no means conclusive, for groups 
of quito as undistinguished descent have risen in the sooial scale, So mucb, bow. 
ever, is certain that these groups are all inextricably linked together, for each 
appears as a sub·caste in one or more other groups. They also appear to be con· 
nected with tho Kaliar nod Luniya groups. By occupation, they are tradition:~lly 
fishermen and boatmen, but at the present day many are cultivators, They are 
all of them apparently orthodox Ilindus and served by Brahman priests. For the 
most part also they eat only clean food, 11nd fish, though some eat such food as· 
tortoises and orocodiles, They are all placed in group IX, Kewat, Bind, and 
Cbai have panchayats: in all probability the rest have them too, but I cannot fin! 
tbe fact recorded, I think they have quite enough independence to ruake their 
voice beard in a ge~ral. electorate if they choose: but their occupation will make 
difficult auy combination with other gt·oop for political purposes, and, t~ough with 
some besita~ion, 1 ~lass thEm as "backward,'' 

Rural and urban groups. 
D.-ARTISANS, 

(1) Barhai group-Barltai, Kunsra, Lohar.-Theae are respectively 'be 
carpenter, the turner and the blacksmith, The Kunera is merely an offshoot o£ 
lbe Barhli. lloth B~rhai and Lobar claiw to be Visbvakarmabansi Brahmans-.. 



li . ) 
·a more suitable pedigree for the Lobar ~han the &u·hai, since· Vishvakarma is the 
llindu· Vulcan, They o.re also orthodor Hindus, eating olean food and served by 
Brahmans. ·All of them are placed in· group VIII and havo pancliayats. : Tbey . 
are neither ''depressed" nor " bnekward." 

(2) Kum/iar,-The Kumhar is the village potter. He is a quiat, respect· 
able and indu~trions artisan, specinlly fastidious in matters of food and of food 
taboos. 'His ceremonies are orthodox, but b& has libtle to do with Brahmans in 
his domeo~io rites, which are carried out not by a puro/iit; but by the· Nai. Brah· 
mans, on the other hand, willli.t auspicious days for his ceremonies, The Kumhar's 
status is everywhere low, though he· is trying to·rise in the social scale, . He is 
despised because he bas to h~ndle rubbish al!cl. sweepings as fuel {Qr his kilns,. and 
he is associated. with that impure beast,. the. donkey, Others despise him e.s 1\ 

kind .of butcher, because he outs the throats of his pols when be takes them from · 
the wheel, He does not appear to be untouchab.le to anybo~y and in~eed he .can 

'oticr water to the twioe·.boru, being placed ju gro,up IX. , He has. a strong pan· 
clia.ya.t • .. I cannot class him all ·'~depressed," thou-gh he ie backward. 

(3) Kori grou.p-Orh, Balai, Kori:-~y tradition ~be mem,bers of all these 
CMtes are weners and :most of tlletn are ~o still; but .~~;~any Koris have taken 
to agriculture or domestic service, .. whilst -some Orbs have prospe1·ed and are 
now. moneylenders and ,lanlbolders. Tb~ ,Parent 0aste .. in this group is tho 
Kori, of which both the others were originally sub·.castes. The Kori, as his sec• 
tiona! nomenclature proves, is of very mixed origin, His social status also varies 
according to his·oocnpation; those who have taken to :domes:io service or· agrieul· 
'ture are regarded ·as considerably :.higher than the· weavers,· and are certainly 
· toucbllble. The others are generally regarded as untouchable, eating unclean 
food, whilst· Brahmans apparently have little to· do with 'them. The :Orb is of 
considerably higher statu~. •He ea ta olean food together· with·: fish and,. fowl, ·is 
·served· ·by "Brahman a ·of a· good class. ·He is ·often an orthodox Vaiahna.va. !rhe 
'Balai eats unclean food .and drinks liquor bu~ ba is served ·by Brahmans· and is 
often an orthodox · Vaishnava. ··Be can ·ticarcely therefore be regarded as 

·untouchable, 
The Orh·if·in ·group X (a), thtt Kori and Balai in group XI. The Korls :tba• 

. ba ve taken-,tQ •domestio. service should be .. placed. as ,high -at .least. as .group IX • 
._The Kori possesses a strong panc/iayat, ' I olaes·Orh, Balai and. the Koris :of.Jbe 
,threo.western-di~isioos ae neilber ''depreqed" nor ''oaokw~rd." The resb of the 
! Koris I class as "depressed." 

(4) 0/iamal' .group-Ohamar,. Dabgar, Gharami • .;..In villages· the Cbamar 
..is the- .currier, tanner and leather, worker, and. also. the .village·.dru~ge, .Be is 
. unclean because he handles the bodies of dead animals; especially, qnttle. Hie 
. wo.men are·tbe v.illage midwives, another.nncloan occupation. He eats unclean food 
not excepting b~er, whilst as a rule no Brahman priest will serve him. · In some 
parts of the province he is compelled to live in aham19.t of.bis owo;(chelmrotia); even 

.. the lowest·osstes.regard him as uatouohable, -On the other band,.many Chama.rs 

. ba.ve taken to cleaner- oc~up<'tions .such, as .,those ,of .saddler (;inga.r), cobbler 
(mooki), groom (syoa), whilst the -extension of the, leather ·trade ,at Cawnpore aod 
ei~ewhere has enabled . many Chamars to become .. weallhy, when they aim at a . 

.. social status much higher than that of their village .. brethren, Such Chamurs are 
.generally regarded as. touchable, aod maJ!y. olulnge.the caste name f~r.something 
less ill·souuding,· for instance, Kuril, Aharwar, .Jatia, Dhusia and, espeginlly, 
Jaiswn.r. The Dabgnr and, Gharami are small offshoots :whieb have Laken respect· 
ively to the making of leather vessels and thatching. All of these o.re placed in 

. group XII, but I am.inolined to Lbink thai. only the villRge .C.harnnrs are properly 
placed there, whilst the rest should .be plo.ced .probably as h1gh as group X: (b) . 

. The Chamnr ·bas a, very strong pa•ICT!aya.t. I· class Lhe great majority ,of 
Cho.mars as "d~presRed," Those who . have risen in the socinl scale to some 
-extent I class as ~·backward," l.e,limate the number-of 1he latter at 2,000,00.), 

5 
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(5) Khairwa.-TLb is a smilll caste of catechu makers found in Jhansi. 
They are on much the same level as the Dusadh, whom in some respects they 
resemble; They eab only clean food, have primitive beliefs of their own, and do 
not employ Brahmans as priests. Th~y are placed in group X (b). I class these 

as ''backward".'' 
(6) Dalera.-This is a small tribe which may be akin to Khagie, They are. 

basket makers, labourers and thieves. They are orthodox Hindus in all re3pcots. 
They are placed i~group X (c). I class these as ''backward," 

E.-CARRIERS. 

Banjara group.:...Banjara, 'Bel war, Na_ik (p!ains).-Tbe parent caste is the 
Banjure~. Naik is the name of ~ne of the sections (five Hindus and two Muslims), 
into which the caste is divided, whilst Belwnr appears to be merely another name 
for Naik in some districts. They share a common occupation, the carrying trade; 
but many are now tradesmen or cultivators, A caste of this kind is naturally of 
mixed composition, but ils Hindu branches taken as a whole may be regarded 
as entirely orthodox. All of them eat clean food, though some drink spirits, and. 
all of thern are served by Brahman prieats, Indeed, the Naik and Bel war claim, 
apparently whb good rea~on, to be of Brabmanioal origin; in tho case of the 
Belwar, the claim was admitted in.19ll. The Banjara has a panchayat. 1hey 
belong to group X (a), I class these as neither " depressed" nor "backward." 

F.-DOMESTIC SERVANTS, 

(1) Nai.-The "Nai is a village barber and perfurmer of minor operations such 
as setting bones, drawing teeth . and lancing boils. He is an orth.odox Hindu, 
served by Brahman priests and eating clean food, though some drink spirits. He 
is an important member of the village community; his trade gives him tho right 
of entry into all households, with the result that be has become the village news• 
monger, whilst many caste conncils use him as their. messenger to summon the 
brotherhood together, As a village trade! man goes, he is prosperous, receiving not 
only annual dues from his clients, but special fee~ for marriages, confinements and 
other important occurrences. IIia caste has 11 powerful pa,nchayat. He is placed 
in group VIII. I class him as neither ''depressed". nor "backward." 

; (2) Bali group-BJ.ri, Bargalli,-Thc traditional oecupation of both Bari 
and Bargahi is the making of leaf .platters, such as are used at Hindu feadtS. They 
are,- however, aiso household and personal servants, Little is known of their 
origin, and their sectional nomenclature does not help, as this consists mostly of. 
local. names. They are both orthodox Hindus, eating clean food, and se.rycd by 
Brahmans. At the present d•y, many have taken to cultivation. They are placed 
in group VIII; the Bad bas a pancllay.rt. As servants, it would be difficulb for 
them to make thoir wishes heard in spit& of their ma~ters; and I class them as 
"backward." 

(3) Kaltar gr~p-Dhimar, Gharu/;, GIYIId, Goriya, K·thar, Kamkar, Sin· 
ghariya..-This group requires description rather more detailed than usual, for their 
poshion is a subject of controversy, The parent caste· in this group is the Kahnr 
which bas a variety of occupatiohs, being fishermen, palanquin bearers, domestic 
servants, and growers or cer~11in special crops, notably, the singhara out or water 
caltrop. The Dhimar and Ooriya nre groups .ihich sp<cializc in fi•hing; and the 
Singhariyas, ns their name implies, specialize iu growing B111Qhcmt. The rest are 
for the mas~ part domes~ic serva?ts, though $OmeGondsnre stone cuttms a.nd grain 
parebera. fhe Gbaruk IS the B10du '·'bearer," who ecrves European9. Tradition­
ally, the Kahar is descended from a BrnhmBn father and a Nisb:ida or Chaudala.. 
mother; which m~y he interpreted as connoting a mixture or Aryo. and nou-AryA 
blood. ~he Rn~vani sub·caste of Kahars claims to be Chandrabansi Kshattdyas, 
a very h1gh class, Knhars are orthodox Hindus, nnd with few exceptions cat only 
elenn food. They 11re also apparently served by Brahmans, though for lcgend 11ry 
reasons they refuao_ to accept Brahmans as \heir spiritual guides (gwu). Tho&a 

' 
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who ar6 engaged in domestic service rege.rd themselves as superior to the groups 
which follow other ocJupations, but all of them are placed in group VIII, and con• 
aeqnently rank relatively high in the social scale. They are particular regarding 
their own food tab00$1 which is natural enough, since by carelessness they might 
become unfit for their principal occupation of domestic servant, I think they musb 
be classed as "backward.'' They would scarcely venture to oppose their masters 
in politics. · 

(Note.-This Kahar Gond should be carefully di~tioguished from the Gond 
tribe of Central India, which bas a few representati~es in Bundelkhar.d.) 

(4.) Dhobi,-Tbe social position of the washerman c11ste is very low. One 
·authority writes of him " no Hindu of any caste, 1even the low edt, will wash his 
own clothes, and so the Dbobi has been formed into a cas~e which will bear the 
impurities of all," His unpleasant occupation, especially the fact that he washes 
the elotbing of women when they are thomsel ves urrclean, stamps him as specially 
impure; even the lowest castes despise him, will have nothing to do with him, 
and, though untouchable themselves, will not touch him. This is true even of the 
Dom. · Apart from that he eats unclean food, and eXcApt in some of his marriage 
eeremonies does not appear to be served )>y Brahmans, The faot thab he oooa. 
sionally, though n<>t i!lvariably, uses asses to take soiled clothes to the washing 
place and baok ngaiu is also against him,. Yet the highest caste regularly employ 
him, and cannot regard him as untouchable in the fullest sense, since they allow 
liim to wash their olotbes. Nobody of course will take either food or water 
from him. He is placed in group ;ti and has a very strong pa.nckayat. I class 
him as "depressed." 

(5) Bhangi group,-Striotly speaking there is no longer a Bhangi caste,' if 
indeed there ever was one. Ic is a group composed of a number of castes; all of 
which follow the profession of scavenging; Hela, Balmiki, Raw at, Dhanuk, Turaihs, 
Lnlbegi, are the principal groups, together with Sbaikhmehtar, who call themselVes 
Muhammadans, They are of course hopelessly unclean and nntouobable 'o all. 
They are not served by Brahmans, and their beliefs are wholly their own. They 
are classed in group XII and most, if not all of the Bhangi castes, have strong 
panchayals. I class them as ''depressed.". -

Urban groups. 

0,-T!IADESl\IEN AND 1\IANOFACTOBEBS, 

(1) 80'Tiar group-Sonar, Niyaria, Easera, Thatkera.-These are all metal 
workers. The first is a goldsmith, the second a metal refiner, the other two work 
in brass, They are orthodox Hind us, eat clean food and are served by Brahman 
prieets. All of them are of respectable status. Some Sonars, indeed olaim 
Kshattdya origin. They are all in group VIII, and all of them except the Kasera 
have panchayats. These are neither "'backward" nor "depressed." 

(2) B<1ra.i lfi'Oup-B:Jrai, Ta.mboti.-Theal\ two castes specialize in the grow· 
ing and selling of betel (pan) and are closely oonnected. Like most castes which 

· nre connected with the production of articles of fooJ, they are careful to preserve 
their personal purity, eat only clean food and are served by Brabmana. They 
belong to group Vlll, and have panchayats, These are neither "depressed" nor 

· · ••back ward." 

· (3) Darzi group-Bharbkunjd, Ohhipi, Dkunia, Patwa, Tarkihar, Darzi.­
ll'hese are all occupational castes, respectively grain parcber, calico printer, cotton 
oarder, braid maker, makers of palm·leaf ornaments and spangles, and tailor, 
All of them are orthodox Hindus, eating clean food and served by Brahmans, 
Many Darzis claim to be Kayasthas. They are all in group IX, except the Dhunia 
who is in group X (b). The Cbbipi, Dhunia and Darzi all have panchayals, 
ll'bese are nehber ''depressed" nor •'backward." · . 
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(4) Ohu.ril1a1' grou.p-Churiha.r, Lakhera. Manihar.-This is a group o€ 
cognate castes; all of them manufacture glass .bangles, whilst the Le.khera also 
makes bangles of lac, aod the Manihar makes tinfoil, .Nearly all Lakheras are 
Hindus, but most of the other two C&ites ·are Mushma. They are orthodox 
Bindils,'eating clean food and served by Brahmans. ·They belong to group X (a) i 
the Cburibar and Manibar have panohayata. These are neither "depressed " nor 

"backward." 
•(5) R•lmCJiya group-Saiqolf;ar,· Rdmaiya . .....:Tbe traditional occupation of 

the Saiqalgar is that of armourer. At the present day, however, they are mostly 
wandering knife-grinders, Most of them are Mu~lims. The Ramaiya's occupa• 
tion is peddling and trading, He is sometimes a Sikh, sometimes a. Hindu. 
Little is known of either of these castes, but both appear to be of respectable 
atanding. 1'be Ramaiya is in group X (a), and tbe So.iqalgar in group XI; both, 
however, are probably placed rather too low. 'fhese may be regarded as "hack· 
wlird." 

(6) Kalwa,r group- Kalwar, Te!i.-These two are occupational castes. The 
Kalwar is traditionally' connectod with the sale of liquor, though now~ days he 
is a general trader and moneylender_. The Teli is tbe oil-presser.· Both are 
orthodox Hindus, served by Brahmans and eating olean food. The Ka.l w.ar has a 
Jong•standing claim to Vaishya descent,· Both ha~e been placed in group X (a), 
but at the present day that is probably too low; Both have panch11yats. '.l,'hese 
are neither "depressed" nor "backward." 

(7) Mochi.-Tbe .Mochi bas a complicated history. Tbirty·five years ago 
there wore two kinds of Mochi; tho shoemaker and cobbler who was a Chamar, 
and the saddler.a~d harnees maker who chimed to be a Srivastava Kaya.stha: and 
apparently w1s _so, since be intermarried with them.. .Tho Former has prospered 
considerably, and for the, last 20 years be has .. called .himself Kayastha·Mochi, 
thus claiming to be a .Kayas~ha, though no Kayastha will admit the claiin. At 
the present day they are 

1
probab}y all orthodox Hindus· and served by Brahman 

priests: They are placed in, group X( b) and have a panohayat." These are neitb~r. 
~· depres~ed " nor " back ward.'.' . .. ' · " 

H,-D!NCERS, SINGERS, JESTERS AND :I!USICIANS, 

(1) Ga"rlh11rb grou.p-Gandha.rb, .R~a:lot 'Bhugat, Paturiy~, Ka~ohan, Nai'k 
(hills),-Tb! commou occupations of all .~hese. castes are singing, dancing, and 
prostitution, Radha and Bhagat are merely two names for the same caste, whilsb 
Naik is the name given to the dancing girls of Kum~un, All of them are ortho­
dox Hindu9, particular about th~ir food and th~ir personal purity, and served by 
Brahmans. The Oandbarb, however, ranks rather higher than the rest. Amon gab 
tho Naiks, the men are cultiva~ors and traders and ·actually wear the sacred 
thread (juneo), The Gandharb belongs to grouplX:, ~he rest are 'in group X (b). 
i'bese are oeitber " depressed " nor " backward." 

(2) Bhr111d.-Tbese are jesters and· buffoons. All, but a very few, are 
Muslims, and it seems pr~ba~le that in the case of the Hindu ~hands, the name 
is occu~atio~al rather than 11 caste nai~e. ·They probably b~long to the pri~cipal 
group 1n th1s clnss. They a~e placed 10 gronp X (b). These are neither "depres• 
sed" nor "backward," • 

. (3) Dharhi group-Dharhi, Kin~aria, Paumiya.-Tbese are difrerent names 
Cor the same caste, an Off$bOot from the Dusadh; Its occupation 'is dancing sin • 
ing and begging. They eab unclean food and are not served by Brahmans, 'Th ~ 

' . . b h ell' 
reputatl~n 1s u.osavoury, ~cause t ey go about with women .of bad character, 
and the1r social status Ill very low, They' are i.n group X (b), These are 
" depressed." 

J.-8ECTARUN CLASSES, 

tl) Sectariangroups-Atit, Badh.-Tbese are religion• sects b'' h · · . . • • , w 10 1n prooesa 
of t1me have become castes. At1ts are orthodox Hindus in all , Th 
Sadh 

. . d . respec.a. e 
s are a un1tanao sect at1ng back to 1543, and originally recruited from a 



( 21 ) 

number of castes. They are vegetarians, followers ar the simple lifo, and 
specialize in cotton printing. They are of good social etotus, being placed in 
group VIII. These are not" depressed" nor" backward" ; . 

K. -PRIMITIVE TRIBES, 

(1) Kolarian grottp-.Ago.riya., Blu.iya, Bhuiyar, O!ttro, Ghaaiya, 
Khairaha, Kharwar, Kot, Korwa, illajhwar (Jlanjhi), Pi.lnka, Parahiya, 
Patari.-Tbese tribes are known as the Kolarian group, found mostly in South 
Mirza pur, though the Kol extends also into Bundelkhand. Though some of them 
have iu minor matters been influenced by more advanced neighbours, their beliefs, 
customs and ceremonies are all primitive and essentially non·Arynn. -Amongst 
many of them, for instance, there are distinct traces of totemism. They used to 
be jungle tribes, but many have no1v taken to cultivation, With the exception of 
the Majhwar and the Patari, all of them eat pork, and some eat beef. With few 
exceptions, all their rites and ceremonies are carried out by their own priests, 
known as baigas, who generally belong either to the Bhutynr or Patnri tribes. 
'l'hey also employ devil priests or exorci~ors (ojhas), o~"nsionnlly, the less back· 

· ward use Brahmans, bot only as astrologers, Tbe Benbansi section of the 
Kbarwar tribe is much higher than the rest, Its head is the Rnja o( Singrauli; 
they now call themselves Benb.1nsi Rajputs and not only nre served by Brahman 
priests, but wear the ;anco, and have actually succe,ded in interm~rryiog with 
Cbandel Raj puts. The Agariya and ordinary Kharwar are in group Xll, the rest 
are in group X {b). M11ny, if not all of them, have panchayats, They are all 
" depressed," 

Non:s.-{ll The name Bhuiyar is also used in Mir•opur for lh> caste elsewhero called Orb: and 
in tbe •ame district thoro is yet another group oallod by this namo, which sooms to boon oJI>hool of 
tho Chomar caste that h .. taken to weaving. 

{3j The Majhwar Manjhi must be carefully distinguished !zom lhe Molloh Maojhi. 

(2) Bayar group-Banmanus, Bayar, Dhangar, Musahar.-These tribes 
are of much the $ame statu$ and racial affinities as the Kolarian group. '£hey 
·are pos;ibly not quite so primi~ive, but it is a question only of degree. All of 
them eat unclean food. l'he Dhangar and most .lllusabars are served by" bai9aB 
though some of the latter use Bmhmane as astrologers; the Bayar, however, is 
sufliciently advanced to be served by Brahman priests, For the mo~t part, they 
nre plough men or village menials, The ,Ban manus, which is a sub·caste of the 
Musahars, still lives in the jungle atJd makes a living out of jungle produce. The 
Bayar is in group X (b), the rest iu group XII. All have panchayats, • They are 
all "depressed," 

(3) Dom group-Balakar, Ban!phor, Basor, Dhllrkar, Dom (ptt~in9) 1 
Domar.-Domar is m.erely another name for Dom, used in some districts. The 
other four llre all sections o,f the main Dom t_ribe whicb have settled down to some 
comparatively respectable occupation. All of them eat un~lcan food and are 
thoroughly untouchGble, whilst none ,of them employ Brahmans for any purpose. 
They rank very low in the social scale; indeed, the Dom is probably the lowest caste 

· in the province, 'l'he Bansphor and Dharkar are placed in group XI, the rest in 
group XII. All of them bave pancllayats. They are all " depressed." 

(41 l'asi group--Aheriya, Bahsliya, Kabariy-:~, Khatife, Pasi, Tarmati.-One 
of the most important of onr low tribes is the Pasi, which is the parent tribe in 
this group. lt is spread -111l over the eastern districts and Oudh, and is probably 
connected with the famous Bhil tribe of Centrallndia, lt bas played an i1nport• 
ant part in history, and may once have been a ruling race, The traditional 
occupation of the Pasi'is tapping p11lm trees, but they are now labourers, cuhiva• 
tors, distillers of illicit liquor, watchmen and thieves. Tarmali is !llerely another 
name for Pasi, alluding to their traditional occupa~ioo, Aberiyas ood Baheliyas 
are hunters and fowlers in the western districts. They are offdboots of the Pasi 
tribe, which are closely o~nnected and indeed olaim to be identical. The Khatik 
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is an occupational offshoot of the Pasi tribe, whose principal business is that of a 
greengrocer; but some of them are also butchers. Another name for tbem is 
Chik, Kabariya is merely tb~ name of a Khatik section. All of these groups cat 
pork and other nocle11n food, except the Babeliya. All of them, except the 
Khatik, employ Brahmans to serve their rites or as astrologers. All of them, of 
course, drink liquor, Their status is very low. The Baheliya is especially 
despised because his methods of snariog birds are regarded as unpleasantly 
cruel. Taken as a whole they are not so low, however, as nny of the three 
former groups. All of them are placed in group XI, most of those groups have 
pancilayatB. Tbey are all " depressed." 

(5) H1ll•Dom group-Silpkar (hill-Dom), Saun.-Silpkar is a name recently 
appropriated by the bill tribes, which were till recently called Dom. The social 
system in the hills is entirely diff~rent from that which we know in the plains, 
Ap~rt from immigrants, there are only three main social groups, Brahmans, Raj• 
puts and Doms or Silpkars, The two first are divided in Brahmans and Rajputs 
proper, and Khas Brahmans and Kbas Rajputs. According to popular opinion, the 
Khas Brahmans and Khas Rajputs are descended from the Khasa race, IVhicb ab · 

. a very early date sottlcd in Kuma on. Dom is not the name of a tribe, as it is in 
the plains, but the name of an aboriginal I ace, popularly believed to be descended 
from tho Dasyo, which was enslaved by tbti Khasas. It is now "broken up into a 

. variety of occupational group!; but neither the_. Brahman nor Rajpub sections nor 
the Dom groups can be regarded as castea, They are merely social classes. Fol' 
instance, a prosperous Dom can marry his daughter to a Khas Rajput. The Kllas 
Rajput oan sometimes get a real Rajput as a husband for his daughser. The rules 
governing intermarriage bet weep. the various Dom occupational groups are both­
lax and variable. On the other band, a definite lioe is drawn between Brahman 
and Rajput on one tide and Dam or Silpkar on the other. The former ave within, 

·the latter without, the social pale, 1'went.Y·five years ago, all Dome were regarded 
as absolutely impure and untouchable;· many, however, have risen, many more are 
struggling to rise, 11od iu time will be $UQcessfu.J, The adoption of a new' name in 
plnce of Dom is proof of their des.ire for social uplift, They have nob beeli t~ep&• 
rately shown in the soheme of social precedence; at the present time, ho.wever, I 
should be inclined to put them not lower than gro.up X (b). l'he SalUI is merely 
a small group of miners. belonging cto the main Dom race, l'hey are all 
•• depressed." 

L.-VAGIIA111T TBIDES. 

(I) Habura group-Bengali, Beriy~, Bllantu, H~btll'a, K~njar, Karwal, 
Bansiya.-All these tribes are elosely connected. For the most part they are 
vagrant criminnls, though some Kaujars a1•e eomparatively respectable shikaris. 
They all ent unclean food, are entirely unbouchnble, a.nd employ Brahmans for no -
purpose whatever. The 13hanto and Sansiya .are placed in group X (o), the 
Bengnli, Beriya and Babure. in group XI, the Kanjar in group XU. The Karwal 
was not separately listed, For practical purpose all of them can be regarded a~ in 
group XU. Most of these have panchay-:~ts •• They are all " depressed." 

(2) N·lt grou~-Badi, Ba;aniya, Bajgi, Gual, Ko~lt~baz, N at,-'rbe pnrenb 
stock in this class IS the Nat i the other castes mentioned ar.e all either sections of 
that caste or offshoots from it. The word ·•Nat" menus danoer, but the t;ribeincludes. 
dancers, tumblers, aoroba.ts of every variety i mak-ers of oomba, ar~icles of grass 
and straw and metal i conjurors, jugglers, soake·oharmers, tattooers, musioiJins, 
t.himble-riggcrs. quack doctors ..... in a word, all those nDildcsoript v.agrants who 
wander abouD f1om fair to fair in search of a living that is .always disr.eputable 
and often dishonest. All of them eat unclean .food, alia wholly untoucha.ble, and 
nono of them are served by Brahmans. The Nat is plaoed in group .XI, and bas a 
panchayat. None or the other groups were separately recorded in 1901. Tb.j)y 
are all •• depressed." 


