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N Depressedhgnd’ﬁarkward classes.

Tﬂlﬂ f36e is.an amempﬁ v expiam the origin and nature of the classes
usually called “depressed”, and their relation to the Hindu social system. Itis
prepared for the use of the Franchise Committes, in tho hope that it may help

them to understand a very difficuls problem, In writing it I have used the fullow-
ing material :—

(2) Crooke’s * Tribes and castes of the North-Western Province aud Oudh.”
This work, which is in the form of a dictionary, was written in 1893, To bring
iv up to date, cortain additions and corrections are required, but Crooke is still

the authority on the caste: -gystem of these provinces, and is not likely to' be ousted
from the position,

(b) Sir Richard Burn's Cengus Report, United Provinces, for 1901, chapter
VIII, This chopter contains a schema of social precedénce, which was based on
local inquiries made by committees which were created gd hos in every distries,
‘and is the locue classicus on this particular subjeot,

(c) Information collected by myself at various times on the subject of caste
generslly,  This wag done principally in conpection with the eensus of 1911, when
it was the result of loeal inquiries made by special officers in every distriat,
usvally from members of the easte themselves, Other iuformation is the resuls

‘of my own observations or of special inquiries which I have made, [It has beea
collected in a book of which I have just received advance oopies.] :

(d) The rough draft of & chapter on the backward and dspressed elasses which
will ultimately appear in the Census Report of 1931, kindly placed at my disposal
“by Mr, A, C. Turser, Provincial Census Superiniendent. His information was,
‘as usual, collected for him by specinl officers in every district, who made
inquiries ftom the local pandits and other influentinl Brahmans regarding such
matters a3 “untouchability ” and other dieabilities of the * depressed.” Mr,
Turner has also allowed me to see the census figures for 1931, and I have used
them ia this note.
1t should be understood, that all tha statements made in this note refer
directly only to the United Provinecs ; but with minor modifications they are pro-
bably also true of the whole of Northern India between sea and sea, and between
Himalayss and Vindhyas,—in other words, of the country formerly called Arya-
varta or Aryan territory, :
* ORIGIN OF THE “ DEPRESSED ” OLASSES,

2, The Arya social elasses,~When the Arya invaders first broke into India -
some 5,000 years B.C., they were already divided into three social classes, of
which, $wo, namely, the ruliog or military olass, subsequently ealled the Rajou or
Kshattriya, and the priestly closs, subsequently called the Brahman, were alrtady
recognizs] as superior to the Visb, or Arya commonalty:

8. Arya and Dasyu.~On entering India, the Argas found bhe country
inhabited by a race, to which they gave the pame Dasyu. The Aryss were a
fair-skinued people, and, for the time, highly eivilized. The Dasyus wore & mere
colleetion of jungle tribes, darkskioned and little better than savages, The Arya

. bated and despised the Dasyu, whose physical peculiarisics, mapoers and eustoms
. wero all repugonnt to him, But the Arya wanted the Dasyu’s country ; ke wanted
the. Dasyu's women, for he had not brought enough of his own with him; and so
the tiwo- raves were foreed into the closest contact,
S Intermarriage belween dissimilar races~When two races of similar
blood and ecivilization are brought jnto contact g0 close as this, there is usually
fnsion between them, producing n mixed race with oharacteristios derived from
both. sides: of ita. descent, Bub when the two races are of different blood and ak
' 1
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iy ystages of eivilization, then the fusion is never complete. Intermarriage

apoticen them oocurs, But the process is not universal; the highest sections in

Wﬁi%ber .race disdain to take wives from the lower race, whilst the lower race’
canaob obtain them from the higher at all. And the process is not comtinuous ; it
is begun with reluctance, and it ceases as seon s the higher race has bred a
eufficiency of women for its wants, The result s the formation .of groups of all
shades of colour,.s0me of them of pure blood, both high und low, most of them of
different degrees of mixed blood,~~but all imbued with & spirit of exclusiveness,
bred of mutual dislike and contempt, : CoL

5. The varnas and the outcasts groups~-So it was in Tadia; and, thus there
-arose the four well-known tarnas, & word which—significansly enough—means
v golour "' ; the firgt threo called Brahman, Kshattriya and Vaishya after the exist-
ing Arya social classes, the fourth cJass ealled Sudra, a term of uncertain mesning
but possibly the nawe of some Dasyu tribe, There was, however, another clasa in
thia Arya-Dravidian society formed from the remnants of the Dasyu tribes, eolled
Nishada or Chandala in Vedic times, sod hina-jatyo (low tribes) in Buddhist
times ; with whom are coupled the king-sippani, groups following low or primitive
occupations, auch as hunting, fowling, basket-making, the collection of jungle
produce, a8 well as more degrading occupations, such ag tanning, scavenging, and
the trads of the executioner, These hina-jatiyoand hina-sippani were the * de
‘pressed classes ™ of that pariod, They were compelled to live in villages by them.
selves; and they were so “ untouchable”, that, like the lepers of the middle
ages, they had to give motice of their approach by striking two pieces of wood
togesher, - ' i

8. The later invasions~At & much later date eame the foreign invasions,
beginning wiih the expedition of Alesander the Greotin the fourth century B, G,
andending with the invoad of the Huns in the fifth century A, D, Greek, Parthian,
Seythian, Kushan and Hun, one after another, broke through the northern passegw
and earved out kingdoms for themselves in Indin, The invaders, sooner or later,
were absorbed in the Hindu social’ system ; their kings and nobles, in virtue of
theit position, usurped the style and rank of Kshatsriyas, whilst their tribes wers
added to the ranks of Vaishya or Sudra ; some also to the hina-jatiyo, since some
of these newcomers were barbarians, as alien from the Hindu as the Dasyu bad
been from the Arya. : :

7. The eocial pala,—~When a higher race like the Aryan intermarries with &
lower race like the Dasyu, it is usually compelled, sooner or later, to admit the
halfbred groups into its social system ; but it generally endeavours to keep out the
lower race, The result is the formation of 4 sort: of social pale, within which are °
the groups that possess any share of the higher blood, outside of which are groups’
of the lower blood. 80 it was in India, The Brahmans, anxious to preserve the
Aryn people and especially the Arya religion from cootamination, at first tried
to exclude not only the hinu-jatye and King-sippani, but also the Sudra, Ta res.
peet of the latter they failed ; for though  distinction is still drawn bebween the
once-born Sudra and the twice-born higher olasses, yes the former iy 'recoguized os
s full membor of the Hindu society. And even amongst the hina<jatyo and hinae
sippani there were maay that from time to time succeeded in foraing their way
within the pale, . '

8, The parvenus,—The process by which such an outenste group enters Hindu
society. has always been the same, - Tho aspirant beging by abandoning the de-
grading occupation which is traditional in his group, and takes to some less un.
savoury menns of livelihood. As he grows prosperous, he gives up all those
primitive customs which are especially abhorrent to Hinduism, for instanes, the
practice of widow remarringe, the drinking of strong liquor and the eating of pork
orbeef. Ho also lowers the nge of marriage and adopts the characteristic Hindp
domestio rites, His nexu step is to induce some Brahman first to attend and thes
to serve bis ritos, He adopts .in- place of his group name some.seational Dame,
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preferably oue also o be found in groups of higher position, Lastly; with the
wssistance of his newly acquired family priest (purohit), ha inventy for himself a
Pedigree, and puts out a definite claim tobe & membor of ono of the three higher
oastes, And such a claim has more than once been admisted. -

9. Exclusivaness of the low groups.—It musi not be supposed, howaver, that
all tribes outside the pale were equally anxious to oross it. The spirit of exolu-
eiveness, which was nad still is the principal oharacteristio of Hindu soniety, baa
worked both ways, If the Arya hated and despised the Dasyu, the Dasyu bated
and feared the Arya. He was quite as unwilling to givethe Arya bis daughter in
‘marriage as the Arya was totakoher.’- At no timo would he have folt any desire to
exchange his own priests and his own rites for the priests and rites of othera, His
objection to eating food cooked, or drinking water given, by an Arys, was even
steonger than thab of an-Arya to eating food cooked, or drinking water given, hy‘
him : for his objection wus the result of certain primitive superstitions to which he
attached great imporiance, whilst the Arya’s objection wae mainly the result of
raoinl fnstidiousness, '

“ DEPRESSED ™' CLASSES OF THE PRESENT DAY.

10. The present stats of affairse.—The hina-jatyo and hina-sippani of
Buddhist times have their descendants or counterparts at the proseat day, There
are still in exiatence such degraded tribes as the Hubura, the Sansiya, the Nat, and
otber vagrants, or the Dom, which are wholly outside the pale of Hinduism, and have
80 far shown no great desire to ba received within it, There are, in South Mirza-
‘pur and slsewhere, tribes thathave only partly emerged from jungle life, and
still preserve their primitive customs, beliefs add rites, There are castes Follow-
ing unsavoury professions, from which the beiter castes to a greator or less extent
hold themselves aloof. And it is to these castes and tribes thal, primu fucis, the
term * depressed olass ™ should be restricted,

11, ZTerminology —The phrase * depressed class * is of comparalively reaeuh
comage. It is not to be found in Crooke's great work, It was not used by Sir
Richard Bura ia the Censug Raport of 1901; nor was it used in the Census Reporp
of 1911, It seems to have found its way, probably from Madras, into the Uaited
Provmees about 1920, Thoe use of the word *depressed” in this eonneation is
anfortunate. Firstly, it does nob branulabe any verpacular term ; indeed the
Hindustani adjectives used in this connection, such as adi (aboriginal), aduq (ia-
fex;ior), dalit (downtrodden), or achué (untouchable), have been subsequantly
selested to translate the Eaglish adjective, Secondly, the word *deprossed ” i
quemon-boggmg, for it connotes the presence of & depressor; aud though t.he:e
may be castes that can with justice complain that obstacles bave been deliberate! y
placed in the way of their sacial or ecopomic or political advansement, there sre
also many castes whioh, though they may be of low social status, are cortainly not

A “depresaed" inthe Jiteral senge of the word, and would be extremely annoyed if they
were told that they were, This is indeed the principal reason why it is so difeult
%0 define the term, snd why its m:aning differs so greatly with difierent. ﬂ.ur,hq.
nues.

12, Criterin of daprssmn.-»Vunoua oriteria have been auggested ‘by which
to determino whether a particular tribe or caste should or should not be clussed a3
“depressed,” The principal of these are a8 follows tmm

(1) Untouchability, or peliution by physieal contact ; which inyolyegm
(@) exclusion from the use of & village well :
(b) exclusion from the semples of orthodox Hinduism,
(2) Food and water taboog.
(3) Exclusion from orthodox domaestic rites, ,

13, (1) Untouchabilily~The criterion of untouchability is of special irm-
[portance, because many people (including the Simon Commission) appear
4o .regord " untonchable” and “dopregsed " a8 gynonyms, The principle is of
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far less importanes in this province than in other parts of India, ‘We bave, for
. instance, 6o cagte #0 low that its members can cause pollution from a distance, or
by the fall of & shadow ; our untouchables convey pollution only by contact, More-
over, the superstition is moribund, Few castes are now untouchable to Rajputa
pod Sudras; and though Vaishyas and Brehmans may be more particular, yet they
too are apt to ignore untouchability, whenever cbservance of it would be incone
venienb, I1f o Brabmon is working inthe field during the morning with an
pntouchable labourer, he ¢an gearcely avoid contact with him; but the fact will
not trouble him, for he will in any case wash himself and his olothes when he goes
home ot midday, and thoreby ean remove the stain of contact. Modern conditions
have also served to weaken this tahoo. Touchables and untouchables josile each
obhor freely in a crowded street, or a political meeting, or a railway carriage; but
trouble is avoided because the touchable is careful not to display any curiosity
regarding his neighbour’s easte,” S

14.  Ezclusion from wells and temples—(a) Wells.—With the disappearance
of tbe taboo of untonchability, itself the two principal disabilities which resuls
from it are also disappearing, Notb a2 long. ago, the untouchables of a village, if
tbey bad no well of their own, were compelled to, wait at the village well until some
member of a clean caste condescended to draw water and fill their vesssls for
them ; they were not allowed to draw water themselves, The reports received at
the census of 1931, however, show that this restriction is disappearing rapidly, and
that for the most part untouchables are as free to use the comwon well as snybody
else. Nowadays, an untouchable would only be debarred from using the well, if a
tvuchable wanted to use it at the same time; in which eass the pateuchable musk
stand aside till the touchable has finished,

() Temples.~Some social reformers seern to regard exclusion from the majo}
Hindu temples as the principal disability ofan untouchable easte, and the removal
of it as the only step necessary to raise bim into tho ranks of Hindu society, Iy
soems doubtful, however, whether so much weight should ever have been given to.
this particular restriction, Castes likely to be excluded from sneh temples would
rarely have either an opportunity ora desire to enter them. Many such castés
have their own deities and their own worships, often of a very primitive kind,
and would ordinarily be coutent with-those, If an untouchablo conceived the ides
of visiting the Golden temple at Benares, his motive will probably be either mere
curiosity, or a vague idea, common enough amongst the followers of all primitive
religions, that it is desirable to placate strange gods in their own domain. The
prohibition, moreover, hos never been confined merely o untouchables, but ia
extended to the followers of other religions, for instance Islam and Christianity,
Ab tho present time, the lntest reports show that in many districts the prohibition
has been relazed. For instance, aba certain famous temple in the Bara Banki
distriot where a largo fair is held on the Shivratri festival, Chamars and sweepars
are allowed to ofter their Ganges water without any restrictions whatever; whilst
from another district comes the report that Chamars are allowed to enter temples.
up to a certain tixed distance, provided they are wearing wet loincloths (dhotis), - &

15. , Temporary and permanent untouchabiliby.—Unbouchability serves ns
w criterion of social status only when it is permacent. Kt is the result of uncleng.
ness, Anybody may be tewporarily unclesn and therefore bemporarily untouch. ~
able; for instance a womsn i her courses or in childbed is always untouchable.-
for o fized period, If a4 man, though touchsblo himself, has come into contaot
with an untouchable, he himself becomes untouckable until he has removed the
stain, Again, anybody, even though touchable himself, can pollute by touch the
chief mourner alter a death, who, for the benefit of the departed soul, muss k.eep.
-himgelf in & state of ceremonial purity, On the other hand, the son of & twigee '
born cannot bo polluted by touch until he has undergone the upansyans ceremon
which makes him twice-born, and has put on the janep (sacred thread), a rite whiai
phould take place in the eighth year, but is usually postponed till the tenth or
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eleventh; apd it is this fact that makes it possible for the sons of Brohmans and
Chamars to play together in the streets, or eib next to each other on the same
schoul bench,

16. The causes of permunent untouchability.—In theory, the following
practices would make & tribe or caste permanently wnlouebable, at all evesits to &
Brahmap s

(1) the following of some unclean profession, such as seavenging ;

(2) the keeping of pigs, or the eating.of unclean foad, such as pork or beef;

(3) vagranoy, unless there is a settled home to whmh the tribe or easte
oceasionally returns.

" Reports received in connection with the oensus of 1931 from the districts,
show that the averags Brahman still regards these practices as carrying wih them
o theoretical stigma of untouchability, even though that siigma, as already explain.
ed, way now be lightly ‘rega'rded. There iy, moreover, a marked and growing
tendeney to make untouchobility & personal and not a caste attribute, I‘ormerly,'
every person born into o ¢aste, the members of which followed some degmdmg
practice, was treated as permanently untouchable,” At the present day, any uasbe.
or any section of a caste, or any individuul who has abandoned the practice which
made him untoucbable, becomes touchable, The village Chamar, for instance,
will remain untouchuble so long a8 be bandles dead animals, but the Chamar who
has become a saddler (zingar), or o cobbler (moohi), or a groom (syce), id not.
This has happeped even amongst Bbangis, for there is a case recorded of a
municipal latrine-cloaner, who baving firss risen to the rank of jamadar of scaven-
gers, subsequently abandoned that occupation altogether, and is now nd longer
yegarded os untouchable by bis fellow-citizens. And all recent evidence suggesta
that, at the present doy the castes that would, as a whole, be troated as untouch-
able are very fow,~the Bhangi; the Dom; and the wandering tribes; and these
would be untouchable not only to the Brahwan but to all orthodox Hindus, The
whole idea of untouchability, in fact, is now fast disappearing,

1. Untouchability amongst the untouchables,~Curionsly enougb, howaver,
many castes, which for this renson or that are in theory untouchable, are partiou.
lar in keeping certain other untouchables at a distance. For instance, the Basor, a
section of the Dom tribe, whioh has settled down to the comparatively respectable
occupations of basket-muoking and music, will not touch either a Bhangi, s Chamar,
& Dhobi, or even & Dom or a Dharkar, both of whom are his close relatives,
Among the five castes mentioned, the Bhangi and the Chamar will nob touch the
Dhobi or the Dom, The Dharkar also extends hia objections to the Chamar;
whilst even & Dom will nob touch & Dhobi,

18, Untouchability summarized,~The principal facts connected with un.
touchability can now be summarized— -

(a) The number of eastes that would be rega.rded or treated as untoushable
by all the twice-born is small.
(b) The number of eastes that would be regarded as untonchable by the
- Brabman is considerable, but—

(i) the stigma of untouchability will disappear if the practice which
produced it is abandoned ;.

(ii) even though a Brahman may regard any particular caste as untouch.
nble, be will nob necessarily treat a momber of it as such, if to do
so would canse himself inconvenience,

(¢) Castes, themselves unbtouchable, are often more intolerant in their tremt.
ment of other untouchables than the twice-born themselves,

19, Untouchability the minimum eriterion.~It follows, thersfore, from
whot has beew said, that untouchability cannot be regarded asa good, and still
less 8 decisive, criterion of eocial status; for in certain cireumstances anybody

2
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may become untouchable, whilst with relatively little troubls, anybody who is
untouchable ean relieve himself of the taint, The number of those who attach
any importanoe to the principle is constantly growing smaller, and the priociple
jteelf is constantly growing weaker. I1f we confine ourselves strictly to the fow
enstes which are untouchable to everybody, then untouchability may serve a3 a
oriterion of the minimum population thas can be regarded oa “depressed;” beyond
that, however, its " use would be dangerous. On the other hand, the degrndi‘x_)g
practices mentioned in para. 16, whether they do or do not connote untouchability,
do connote a social status, which may, or may not, ba sufficiently low to be cot-
sonant with “depression.”

20, (2) The food and waler taboos.—These taboos form the most common
criterion of the social rank of any particalar caste, They form one of the bases on
which 8ir Richard Burn erected bis scheme of precedence, and for all Hindus they
are of great importance, A classification of onstes accordiog to these taboos
represents, in Sir Edward Gait’s words (Census Report of -1911), the “exiernal
view of the social arganization,”  To the individual his enste matters much, but it
matters very little to anyboly else. A Brahman will not care whether bis
neighbour belongs to thia caste or that, but bo will care whether he can take food
or water from bis hands, At first sight it would seem that theso taboos provide
an adequato criterion of the social position of any particular caste,—ab all events,
in any given locality, for the intorcourse which can take place in ibis matter
varies from place to place. Thore are, however, many practical difliceliies. The
buboos themselves hava always admitted of exceptions, for sinee the time of Manu
it bag always been recognized that the hungry traveller may obtain food 8 best he
oan, whether he thereby infringes caste regulations or not, The distiuetion drawn
between kacheha food (food cooked with water) and pakka food {foud cooked with
butter, ghes or milk), forms nnother exception, and is an excellent example of
proctical casnistry. Io modern times, again, the invidents “of railway travelliog
have further relazxed these restrictions, It would be inconveniont to make ine
quirics regarding the caste of a platform food-vendor, especinlly if the wait is &
short one, “ Having drunk water from:his hands it is foolish to ask about his
caste,” says the proverb; and a wise traveller avoids trouble by making po in
quiries at all, Fioally, the number of high caste Hindus, who will dine in com-
pany with Hindus of any enste, or with Muslims and Europeans, is cons
stantly gprowing ; and such gueats do not as a rule inquire to what caste the cook of
the host belongs. In short, these taboos also, though they can scarcely be de-
goribed as moribund, are sensibly weaker than they used to be o generation ngo,

21, The food taboos of low casles—Again, many low castes are quite as
poarticular 83 bigh castes regarding these food taboos, Tho Kumhar (potter), for
instance, is 1o this reopect on a par with the Kanaujis or Saraswat Brabman, The
Majhwar and the Agaris, two primitive tribes in south Mirzapur, are on a par
respectively with the Khattri and Raysstha. Qut of 76 castes whose commensal
taboos have been fully avalysed, there nre only four who will take food cooked or
diink water given by almost anybody,~namc|y, the Bhangi, the Chamar, the Dom
and the Kanjar (a vagrant tribe), In modern times asin ancient, the gpirit of
exclugiveness is as strong in some low castes as it is amongst the highest, ’

22. Lastly, in particular cnses the taboos themselves are either irrational op
merely sentimental, Why, for instance, should a twice-born caste be willing to
take water from & man who transports goods by bont, and refuse to take it from a
man vwho transports goods on the backs of bullocks or ponies? Why should he «
take water from a tailor and refuse to take it from a weaver? Why should he
refuse to take water from a man whose oil be uses freely? The most striking
instance of this, however, is that of the Kalwar, He has a lovgstanding claim to .
be regardud as & Vaishya. Heis wealthy and bis per centage of lii:aracy is high,
Yot no twice-born will take water from bim, and the ouly resson appears to be
thot be eells liguor, C
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23, Food taboos ths mazimum erilerion~In short, though the food taboos
are an important and well-nigh a decisive criterion of social status, the fack that a
enste i debarred from offering either food or water toany twice-born ¢nste cannot
be regarded as desisive of its ** depression.” At the very most, it can bo regarded
as setting an upper limit, just as untouchability sots o lowex limit, to the™ depros.
sed " classes, '

24, (8) Enclusion from ovihodon domestio riles.— At all times, throughous
bistory, the Brabman priesthood have endeavoured to keep the hina-jatyo and the
hina-sippani segregated, uot only from Hindu soclety, but from the Hindd religion
and the Hindu ceremonial., They werenod allowod to hear, much less study,
the Vedas: they must carry out all ceremonies without using the mantras
{sacred texts) ; and no Brahman would carry out any domestic soremony (sanskara)
for them. And that is stiil the position; there are many castes who are not
gerved by Brabmans, yet have showed by their attempts to secure some trivial
getvice from Brahmans, that they are desiroua of receiving their recognition,
and of being admitted as full wembers of the Hindu society, And if the term
¢ depressed class” bad only o historical or ethnographical siguificance, if it meant
merely the lowest stratum in the Hindu caste system, then I should reserve iy
for those whom no Brahman will serve, They are in precisely the same position
a8 the old hina-jatyo and kina-sippani, who were the “depressed olasses” of med.
seval times, Their position is pathetic, beosuse they waot what the Brahman
will not give them; they are “depressed ” in the full sense of the word, As
the same Lime there would be difficulties in using this ag the sole eriterion of
“ Jepression ;” for there are many oastes which possess their own deities, rites
and priests (baigs and ojha), who are apparently conteut with them, and do
not desire the ministrations of Brahmans except, sometimes, as astrologers, And
gome of these must certainly bo classed as “depressed.” Again, the disability
itself is removablo; the prosperous Chamar, Bhar, or Pasi, can always find for
themselves family priests, And since an individual by his own oction can free
bimself of this disability, it must be regarded as the attribute of a person ruthor
than of a caste. )

_' 95, The dificully of defining a depressed class.—~With criteria so wholly vague
and inconclusive, it is not perhaps surprising that different writers, ench from his
own point of view, have given such different meaniugs to the term * depressed,”
Some, for instanae, would restrict it to the few groups, numbering perhaps a mil
lion in ull, shich are untouchable to everybody else without oxception, Others
would extend it 8o as to include all groups, in number some 13 millions, which are
debarred from offering food or water to the twice-born, And shere are some who
would stretch the term 50 as to include not only those who oan reasonably be called
#“depressed " but also those who can be labzlled  backward " : = whereby they
streteh the figare to some 27 millions or s, and turn what is usually regarded oa
s minority into & large majority, Nor, in view of the magnitude of the political
jsanes now involved, is thereany likelihood that these differences can be composed;
indeed they are more likely to be emphasized. ' ‘

Personally, I regord it as wholly impossible to devise a general formula capable
of covering all cases of * depression,” Depression” is & question of fact, not of
formula. I consider that the only possible method of daciding whother it exists
in the case of an individual gaste is to examine the cirqumstances of that casto
in detail,

98, The backward clusses, —Of recent yeats & considerable number of lower
Sudra groups have endeayoured fo join forces with the “depressed clusses”” They
describe themselves ns * backward;" they claim that in respect both of social
statug and vivil position, the difference batween themselves and the “ depressed
ia only one of degree, and that they are as much in need as the latter of special
concessions and special tressment, The result is that in the later discussions on
)'his subjaéb, u dopressed " and * backward ” classes are linked together as if they
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mere one, The term "backward” is as unfortunately chosen as the term
" depreased.” Tirstly, what type of backwardness is meant ? Lf it be backwards
ness in the matter of education, then, as one member of the Provineisl Franchise
Committee has pointed out, the term could justifiably be used to cover not only
some, but all Sudras, and even a considerable number of the " twice-born,” And
if backwardness is interpreted as meaning the maintenance of primitive customs,
beliefs and ideas, there are many continental nations which still eling to customs
and superstitions quite as primitive asany to be found among our  backward "
clasges, * Do not we ourselves dislike the number 13, the erossing of knives, the
spilling of snlt, and regard Friday as unlucky? Are not most of our Christmas
eustoms survivals of pagan festivals ? In short, the term “backward” ia entirely
relative : ita content depends on the place where progress is supposed to end and
backwardness to begin, Backwardness, like depression, must be regarded asa
question of fact and not of formula’; and here too, theonly possible method of
deciding whether it exiats is to examine the circumatances of individual castes,

I commence, however, by cortain general observations which may lighten
the task of detniled examination, :

NEED roR S0CYAL UPLIFT AND POLITICAL CONCESSIONS,

27, Socisl uplift.—The Hindn social system is the most aristoeratie in the
world, A man is born o wember of the oaste to which his parents belong, and
throughous his life remsing a member of it, But ambition to rise in the social
ecale is as common in the Enst as in the West, and in favourabls circumstances an
individual, or & sub-oaste, or even a whole caste, ean rise to higher things, The
progress of the parvenu has already been deseribed (para. 8); and though- that
progress may be slow and even painful, yet it is sure, and long before it is com-
plete, untouchability and other stigmata of “depression” will have passed away.
Nor are such gnses uncommon, Claims to higher social rank are usnally venti-
lated at a census, for the claimants are anxions to be resorded by the new caste:
name, which they have selected for themselves, In 1911 and 1921 no less than
26 low costes put forward such claims, of which seven claimed to be Brahmans,
sixteen to ba Eshattriya or Rajput, and three claimed to be Vaishya; There are
many oldér elaims, In short, the modern hina-jatyo or hing-sippani can and do
rise in the socvial seale by their own unaided efforts, and do not need the 'assistance
of a social reformer to raise them. But if a low caste does not need patronage, it
does need its adequate share of opportunity. It is useless for a Chamar or Pasi-
to give their sons a university educasion, if the sons can find no market for their
degrees and no sphere of action for their energies, Nothing which auy social
reformer could do to raise the # depressed olasses ™ will be half so eftestive ag a
government order making them eligible for appointment to services other than
meniol,

28, Political concessions,—The present composition of the Legislative Council _
is sbpormal, for v includes twelve mombers belonging to low or depressed
engtes who owe their elestion to Congress sapport, Every other eleoted Hindn
member jn the present Council belongs o some twice-born caste ; nor ean I re-
member o single elected Sudra member inany previous Couneil. The renson is
simple enough, In earlier days, the Brabman was not only “the priest but the
leader of society, The Rajpu, whethor king or patty baron, was the political raler,
Toevery Rajput clan were attached Sudra groups that lived under itg protection and
served it aa cultivators, artisans, or meniale; the relationship is proved by the fags
thot many Sudra sub-castes are still calied by the names of Rajput clans, And the
absence of Sudras from the Couneil today merely menns that such folk still prefer
to be represented by their natural protectors. It is imposgible to say how long
this preference will Iast, The historical bond between the twise-born leador and the
Sudra follower has already boon weakened, and the time is probably not far digtanh
when the Sudras will cub themselves adrift, and seek to elect representatives from
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amongst their own community ; which, in rural areas, is tantamount to saying that
the tenantry will cut themselves adrift from the landlords, Personally, I believe
that even under the prasent electoral system, the Sudra tenantry would in many
districts be strong enough to defent a landlord candidate; which belief is supports
ed by the suceess of the Congress in eapturing twelve seats for low caste represen-
tatives ab the recent election, Bub whether that be true or not for the present, ib
will certainly be true in the future, when the franchise qualification has been
lowered, And that fact has an important bearing on the present discussion, for
clearly any class which can secure adequate represeutation through the general
electorate requires no special franchise congession. -

29, Coercive processes available to low castes.—Even if the electoral system
were 80 constructed that only the twice-born eould hope to secure eleotion to the
Council, yet their Sudra or low casie corstituents bave means at their disposal
" by which to compel their representatives to respest their wishes, Such castes are

almost invariably ruled by councils (pamchayat), of which there is one to each
local section or brotherhood (biradari), These councils are generally composed
either of all adult males in the brotherhaod, or of representatives seleoted on one
basis or another, and is ruled by a small committee, of which the headman of the
brotherhood (chaudhri) is president, This headman is usually o permonent
officer, either hereditary, or elected or nominated for lifs. These eounncils have
authority to investignte and punish all offences against caste custom, and also to
liconce acts and omissions which by custom require their ssnction, They are
extremely powerful. Their decrees are binding on every member of the brother.
hood, and anybody who disobeyed or ignored such a deoree would render himself
linble to be outcasted; whilst the decrees of one brotherhood are almost invariably
_observed and put into effect by other brotherhoods. Moreover these councils ean
" and frequently do take astion against other cnstes shonld & cause of quarrel
arise, Their weapons of offence are the strike and the boyeott; the offended
council will forbid its subjects to work for, or serve, or bave any intercourse
whatever with, the offender until he has placated it. If, for instonce, a Nal
(barber) quarrels with one of his clients, the Nai panchayat will take the case
up, and the client will go .unshaven until he makes terms. Municipal scavengers
have more than once organized effective strikes against an obnoxious board,
whilst in one famous case there was.s caste .strike against Government it
gelf, The Kviri poppy-growers, being dissatisfied with the rates paid by Govern.
ment for opium, assembled in joint panchayat, acd decided to stop growing poppy
till the rates were enhanced ; and Government had to give way, In short the use
of boyeott and strike is well understood in India ; and I have listle doubt that, if
necessary, caste panchayate would not hesitate to use these weaponsin the political
arena,~for instance, against representatives who consistently ignored their wishes,
Indeed, unless ] am mistaken, they have already been ao used in the gphers of local
self-government ; whilst the Congress are constantly advocating the social boyeott of
their political opponents, This oo is clenrly a factor of which some accouny muss
be taken, when decidiog whether & particular caste does or dves nob require any
special franchise concession,

30, Connection belween sociul efatus and civil position.—Ab the present
moment all the Hindu majority, consisting of the *“twice-born” and all the bester
Sudras, ara anxious to avoid the possibility of being ewamped in politics by the
udepressed” and “backward ” classes, They realize that if they expect theas groupa
to be swallowed up in a general electorate, they cannob reasonably exclude them
from the Hindu social system. They realize, moreover, that if they persist in such
social exolusion, these groups will cut themselves off from Hinduism altogether,
either by way of conversion to some proselytizing religion such as Islam, Christian.
ity or the Arya Samaj or by forming themselves into a new and individual
society, such as is implied in the term  Adi Hindw.” It is for this reason that

3
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the social uplift of the depressed classes fignres so prominently in the programme,
not, only of indu social reformers, but of Hindu political leaders. Ifx ‘shorb, the
depressed clusaes are likely to obtain social gnlvativn through she political door,
There are, however, indica.ions to suggest shak the twice-born castes have allowed -
she propitious moment to slip by unhecded. The preseat reforms have awu.kened a
rudimentary sense of political values in the lower classes, which, especially in
rural areas, are also beginning to understand the advantages of economic independ-
ence. And it may prove that the social benefit whieh Hinduisa bas to offer will
nob prove enough to draw the depressed back to their old relations with the
“ywico-born,” The break between the two is not yet complete, but it bas begun
and 13 continuing.

21, Ad hoo definitions of depressed and buckward elasses.—In paragraphs
95 and 96, it bas been suggested that the only possible methud of deciding
whether & caste should be classed as *depressed ” or “backward,” as the case
may be, is to examine the circumstances of that caste in detail. I now offer the |
following ad hoo definitions as & standard of decision :—

(1) A “depressed class” is oue whose soeial, economic snd other eircum-
stances are such that it will be unuble to secure adequate presentation
of its political views or adequate proteetion of its-interests, withouv
gsome form of special fraochise concession,

(2) A “backward elags” is une whose circutostances are sach that it could
saoure adequate representation of its political views or protection of
its political interests through the general electorate, yet is unlikely
to make use of its powers. '

By these,definitions I hope to emphasize the political objeet of this inquiry,
whilst using the various social eriteria not a8 decisive but as mere olues pointing
to a decision, '

DETAILED EXAMINATION OF CASTES, ,

32, The highest easte which I have ever heard described as backward is the
Abir, and I have examined the circumstances of this caste and of all others that
are placed below it in Sir Riohard Burn’s scheme of social presedence, 157 in all,
1 have arranged these castes in convenient classes and groups, and in Appendiz I,
I have given for each oaste or group sufficient information to serve as a basis for
decision regarding ite socinl and civil posiion, Appendix IIis a table whinh
shows for each group and class the population which is respectively  touchable,”
“ untouchable,” “not served by Brahman,” “depressed,” and * backward,” I-
should explain that the figures of population wherever possible are those of the
1031 census ; whero these are not available, I have used the figures of the 190}
oensus. As there were decreases of popalation in each of the two decades between
1901 and 1921, and a large increase in the decade 1921w-1031, the prubabilii:g iti'
that the 1901 fizures are not far from correct now,

CoNcLUsIONS,

33, T now snmmarize the conclusions of this detailed examination e

Claes A~ Peasantry~This is a olass of about 9% million populwion, It
consists of nine groups conaiabing of 24 castes, The prineipal oceupation of one bf
these groups is ca.t‘-ble'aowning. A second is vomposed of shepherds and goate
berds, whilst u third specializes in intensive cultivation of all kinds such as the
growing of poppy, flowers and froit, acd market-gardening. All these three;
ho:avex"er, have orc!inury cultivation as their subsidiary ocoupation, whilst it is the
principal occupation ?f the other six groups, The vast majority are tenant-farmers
and a large proportion are rensonably well-to-do, notaSy tha cattle-owners and
markebgardeners: Of tbe total population of 93 million all except 480,000 are
touchable aud neither depressed nor hagkward., Ibave olnssed some 484,000 ag
backward, : .

Cliss Bw'-wViH.age me:ni.zls, Labourers and watchmen,—This elass consists of

ten castes with o population of 820,000, Itis divided inta five groups, Threq
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of these groupsand a small part of a fourth, totelling some 854,000, are depressed,
of which 244,000 are also untouchable,

- Class C—Riverine class and group.—~This consists of suven castes with a total
population of 965,000, The members of this caste are all by tradition fishermen
and boatmen, and many still follow that ocoupation, though a considerable number
bave taken to cultivation, This is a diffieult group to place. Their social and
economie condition is certainly better than that of any other group which has been
classed as backward ; and they should be able to make theif wishes felt through
the general electorate if they combine with other similar castes. Unfortunately,
the nature of their occupation sends them far afield; and combinaticn, even
amongst themselves, might be dificult. They insist thab they are * backward,”
and though I am inclined to doubt it, I have shown tham as such,

Class D—Artisans.~This class consists of twelve castes arranged in six
groups, with a population of over 83 million, of which over six million belong to
one caste, the Chamar.  OF these only 5 million have been elasaified bosh as un-
touchable and depressed and 23 millionsas backward ; just over a million consisting
of the Barhai group and some weavers, are neither. Ia this groupI have ineluded
two puzzling castes ; the Kumbar, which though exhibiting every ontward sign of
depression, is touchable, eats clean food, and is admitted by nobody te be
depressed ; and a weaver group, of which five-sixths are by unauimous consent
classed as both untoushable and depressed with little or no obvious reason. I have
olassed the Kumhar as backward,

Olass E—Carriors,—This consists of only one group of three castes, The total
population is only 49,000, none of whom are depressed or backward,

Olass F—Domestic servants,~This class consists of eighteon castes arranged
in five groups, The population iy over 3 million, Of these one million are un-
touchable and depressed, and about 13 million are backward, The rest,consisting
of two groups, are neither,

Class G—Tradesmen and manufaciurera~~This olass consista of twenty
oastes arranged in seven groups, The total population is just under 2 million, of
which a small group of 4,000 has been classed as backward, The rest are neither
backward nor depressed.

Class H—Dancers, singers, jeoters and musicians,—This is a small class of ten
‘enstes arranged in three groups, the total population of which is under 19,000, Of
these 7,000 nre elassed as depressed, The rest are neither depressed nor backward,

Class J ~Sectarian castes.—This is a small group consisting of two castes
with o population of under 38,000, which are neither depressed nor backward,

Olass K—Primitive tribea.—This olass consiats of 32 bribes in five groups num-
bering io all 24 mitlion, The whole of this group is both untouchable and depressed,

Class L—Vagrant tribes,~These consist of 19 castes arranged in four groups
of which the total population is just under 112,000, The whole of these are
depressed and save one small caste, 800 strong, the whole are also untouchable.

Total ﬁgurea.- The population dealt with is just under 27,470,000, Of those
6,182,000 are untouchable, whilst 8,077,000 are not gerved by Brabmans, The
number of depressed works out at 8,812,000 and of backward ¢lasses ab 6,046,000,

Conolusion.—1t is no part of my object in this note to suggest what speoial
franchise concessions should be granted to the *depressed ” and “ back vard”
clusses. All I need say by way of conolusion is that in my opinion the * depressed »
certainly requires such a concession, As regards the backward elasses, I am
doubtfal. Ex hypothesi, they are copable of obtaining snfiicient representation
or protection for their interesta through the general electorate, but for reasons
which make up their “backwardness,” sre not likely to use that power, The’y
will, however, quickly learn to do s0; and I consider that if any concession ja
given to them, it should be for a strictly limited peried, which I pos at not more
than ten years from the first election held under bhe new franchise,

Maveh 8, 1932, E. A. H. BLUNT,
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APPENDIX I

Notes.—~1, Clean food consists of the following :~Grain pulse, vegetables,
sugar, milk, ghee, butter; muéton, goat's flesh, venison and game birds, Sowme high
castes also eat wild boar's flesh and sealed fish. Poultry are regarded as uncleon,
but nob sufficiently so to make a easte untouchable, The flesh of the domestis pig,
beef, and all animals not commonly used for food, such as field rats, tortoises,
erosodiles, bear's flesh or monkey, are positively unclean, and the usa of suy of

. these meats would render o caste uatouchsble to o Brahman. The drinking of
spirituous liquor is lowering, but by itself does not make the driaker untoushable.

2. Service of Brahman priests means the possession of a Brahmon family
priest (purohil), who will serve the domestic rites (sanskira), of which there are
sixteen. The twice-born may, and should, carry out all of them: the Sudra
should carry oust all but the upanayana rite, which makes the initinte twice-bora ;
but probably most people other than Brahmana, whether once-born or twice-born,
carry out only the more important rites, connected with birth, marringe, and
death, ‘ .

3. Untouchabls, save where the term is further defined, menns following
ong of the practices deseribed in para. 16, which formeily made o caste wholly
uatouchable to Brahmans.

4. Food taboos.~~For these purposes food is divided into kacheha, which
meana food conked with water, and pakka, which means food cooked with ghee,
- butter and milk. The restriotions regarding the latter are much less atringent
than the restrictions fegarding the former, It must be remembervd thas the
resttietions apply, not to the donor of the food, but to tha cook, The Brahwan may
accept uncooked food from an untouchable, and also cosked food, if $he untouch-
able's cook is of o suitable caste, '

B. Social classes according to Sir Riohard Burn's classification.—Group
VILI consists of eastes from whom some of the twise-born will take pakka food,
and all will (ake water.

Group 1X consists of csstes from whose hands gome of the twice-born will
- take water, whilst others wiil not. '
Group X cpnsists of castes from whom the twice-born eannob take water, and
ia sub-divided into three gections :
(a) with respectakle occupations, .
(b) with oceupations considered more or less degrading,
{¢) susproted of eriminal practices,
Group X[ consists of such castes as are untouchable, but do not eat beef.

Group XII consist of such oastes as eat beef and vermin, and are considered
filthy,

Bural groups,
A.—PEABANTRY,

(1) 4dhir group—Ahar, Ahir, Bhurtiya, Harjala,—The first two oastes are
closely connected, the third and fourth are offshoots of the second, which is the
parent tribe in this class, descended from the Abbiras, s non-Aryan (possibly
Seythian) pastoral race, and traditionally connected with the culs of the god
Krishna. They src caltle owners, though many have become cultivators, The
Ahir elaims connection with the Rajput ; sll are orthodox Hindus, eat elean food,
and are served by Brahman priests. The first threeare in group VIII, the fourth,
which bas lost status by taking to begging, is in group X (b). The Ahir possessos
a strong panchayaf. None-of these castes can be classed as either *depressed "

or “backward,”
4
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"(2) Kachhi group—DBaphban, Mali, Suini, Kackhi, Murao, Kovri, Kunjra.—
All of these castes are closely connected to each other and probably to the imports
ant Kurmi tribe. They are all cultivators, specialising in market gardening,
the growing of fruit, flowers, poppy, ond similar forms of intensive cultivation,
They are all orthodox Hindus, and eat elean food, are sorved by Brahman priests,
and a8 & rule are much better off than most culiivating castes, Kunjra is ad
occopational name (greengrocer), usually reserved for Muslims, These Hindu
Kunjras are probebly members of one or other of the former castes, who have
taken to selling instead of growing vegetables, They are all in group VIII, and
possess panchuyats, The Kachbic has recently set up a claim to Rajput (Kachh-
waha) descent, None of these castes can be classed as * depressed ” or **back-
ward,”

(3) Lodha growp—Soiri, Kisan, Khagi, Lodha, Gorechha.—Thess are all
cultivating castes, The Soiri is probably of non-Aryan origin, whilst the Gorchha
is of unknown descens, The other three are probably offshoots of the Kurmi triba,
Al] of them, however, claim Rajput descent, which ¢laim seems to be admitted in
the firat ease. All of them are orthodox Hindus, eating clean food and served by
Brahman priests, though some Gorchhas drink liquor, All of them are in group
VIILL; the last three possess panchayals. None of these caste are “ depressed '
ot “ backward,”

- (4) Bhar,~This tribe represents the remnants of a Dravidian and possibly :

autochthonous race, which once held Oudh and the eastern districts, and was
dispossessed by immigrant Rajput elans which were set moving by the Muslim
invasions of the mediaeval era. This race before its downfall was well advanced
in eivilization, but the modern Bhar is-on a much lower level,  One section, known,
o3 Rajbhar, is of higher socinl standing than the rest, He claims to be a Rajput,
is served by Brahmans, and only eats clean foud, The ordinary Ebar keeps pigs
nnd eats pork, and agcordingly is untouchable to Brahmans, with whom in matters
of ritual he hns little or nothing to do, All of them bave many primitive beliefy
and custows. Bub their social position is undoubtedly higher than that of other
similar trites, He is in group X (a), and has a panchayat Being a oultivator
of fair ebandmg he cannot ba regarded 83 depressed, but he must uert;amly be
classed as backward,

(3) Bhoksa group—Bhotiya, Bhoksa, Tharu.— The Bholiya onste is composed
of immigrants, either from Tibet'or Bhutwal in Nepal, The other two castes live
in tho Tarai and Bhabar which are submontane tracts below the Himalayas,
The first of these is now wholly Hinduized ; they eat clean food, are served

by Brahman priests, and have adopted all important Hindu eustoms, The
Bhoksa possesses legends of Rajput descent. He is ap orthodox Hindu and served
by Brahmans, though his food is not nlways clean, The Tharu varies, In some
places he is as advatced as the Bhoksn; and in others he is decidedly backward,
eating unolean food, possassing primitive customs and having listle to do with Brahe
mons, Both Bhoksa and Tharu, however, live for the most part in certain Govern.
ment estates, and are well looked after, All three castes arecultivators by oecnpa,.
tion, they are placed in group X (a), and have panchayate, I do nob think that any
of these castes can be callel depressed, but the more primitive Tharus must be
classed as * backward.” Ihave takena high estimate of over 50 per cent, as such,

(8) Phansiya.~The Phansiya is an offshoot of the Pasi tribe, which first
came to notice as a seporate caste in 1911, They were formerly hunters and fow-
Jers, but have now settled down to cultivation and frois selling, They eat clean
food, are gerved by Brahmans, and imitate all the restrictions of higher castes. The
caste is a good example of a rise in the social scalo as & result of adopting a
respectuble occupation, They were not included in Sir Richard Bura's classification,
83 they had pobt then a separate existence. I would ‘put them not lower than
group X (2), There is o strong panchayaf, I regard them as “backward,”
and ¢stimate their number a6 700, No census fgure is availuble,
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(7) Gidhiya.~-This caste caroe to notice fur the first time in 1911, It claims
to be desesnded from Gujarat Rajputs, but is more probably an offshoot of the
criminal tribe called Bawariya., Traditionally, they are birdeatchers and used to
be criminals, but have now settled down tocultivation, They are orthodox Hindus,
Their food, though they eschew pork, fowla and beef, is unclean, beeause they eab
carrion, This caste was not listed by Sir Richard Burn, having only been suhb-
sequently formed. I should put it in group XI (5). There isa panchayat. I
class the Qidhiya as depressed.

(8) Mgo,—T'he other names for this caste ars Mewati, Mina and MinasMeo,
There are both Hindu and Muslim branches and it is very bard to distinguish them ¢
for many Muslim Meos call themsslves by Hiudu nawes, and also preserve various
Hindu customs and beliefs, Throughout their history they have been turbulent
and troublesome—the most desperate rogues in lodis, a3 one writer calls them,
They are certainly not untouchable, though thoy are best avoided. Thay are placed
in group X (¢), snd have a panchayat. They are certainly “ backward,” though
they require rather the restraining influence of the police, than tho uplift of a
social reformer,

(9) Gadariya.—This is a caste of shepherds, goatherds and blanket woavers,
the origin of which is uncertain, They are orthodox Hindus, served by Brahman
priests, and are particularly careful abous their food, drink and persooal purity.
They are in group 1X, and possess & panchayat, The Gadarigs claims tobea .
Pali Rajput. He is neither ** depressed.” nor * backward,”

B.—VILLAGE MENIALS, WATOHMEN AND LABOURERS,

(1) Luniya group—Luniya, Beldar, Kharot.—The parent cnste in this
grottp is the Luniya, The common occupation is earshwork and the makiog of
saltpetre, Most Luniyas eat clean food ; the other two oagtes eat pork, and are
accordingly untouchable, None of them bave Brahman priests, Some of.them
bave taken to agriculture, and have accordingly risen in the social seale, bat the
status of most of them is decidedly low, They are in group X(b), The Luniya
and Beldar have strong panchayats. The Luniya can scarcely be regarded as
# dopressed " though he is “ backward,” The other two are depressed,

(2) Arakh growp—Arakh, Ehangar, Kotwar~The Axakh and Ehbangar are
closely connsoted ; indeed, in some tracts they describe themselves in terms which
¢an only mean that they are two branches of the same caste. The Kotwar is
merely one section of the Khangar. As a whole, these castes appesr to be offshoots
of the Pasi tribe. They are employed as village menials, walchmon, and labourers,
Some Khangars claim Rajput descent ; and though they are eertainly of non-
Aryan origin, a very large body of tradition makes it plain that they did actually
rule in the past, These Khangars, of course, follow all the twice-born eustoms
of the Rajput. The rest are of lower status, but they eat only clesn food, and
employ Brahmans, thongh of somewhat inferior grade, to serve their rites, They
are dacidedly loss backward than most of the Pasi tribes, but must be placed
among the *depressed,” The Arakh and Kotwar are placed in group X(b), the
Khangar in group X(¢), becouse he is suspected of eriminal praciices, notably,
thefs snd burglary, None the less, he is very often appointed the village chauki.
dar. The Arakh and Kbangar have panchayats, N

(8) Sejwari group-—Sunkar, Sejwari,~~Both theso castes belong o Bundel-
khand, The former are labourers, the latter serve the Bendela Rajputs as
menial servants or watchmen, Though the social status of both is low, they
appesar to be orthodox Hindus and are served by Brakmans. Little is knowa of
them and their customs, but the wotst alleged against them is that they drink
liquor, The Sejwari is placed in group IX, the Sunkar in group XI, They can
be classed ag * baokward,”
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(4) Dusadh,—The Dusadh is & menial triba found in the east of the provinces ;
whose origin is very uneertain. Some of their legends would suggest a mixzed
descent, but more probably they are of non-Aryan gtock. At one time they seem
to have been soldiers, and it is said that moat of Lord Clive's army at Plassey was
composed of Dusadhs, They appesr to be regerded as untouchable, but it is
diffieult to imagive why, for they eat only clean food and follow elean oocupations,
being mostly ploughmen or watehmen. On the other band, they have no Brah-
man priests, and thongh they assert that they are orthodox Hindus, many of their
deities and boliefs are decidedly primitive. An attempt has been wade to conneot
the name with Dbusiya, which is o sub-casts of the Chamar, but the derivation is
impossible, and their uffinities seem to be rather with the Good and Pasi tribes
than with any cocupational group, They are placed in group ‘X1, and have a
strong panchayat. They are * depressed.” ' '

(6) Dhanuk.—~The origin of this tribeis uuknown, One Bhaugi group is ealled
Dhanuk, but is most probably an offshoot from the parent tribe which has teken
to seavenging. In some places too one of the Dhanuk sub-castes is Dusadh.
Aport from this, however, it appears to have no affinities with any other castey of
the same status, Que early ethnologist appears to regard -them  as of Parthian
(Pablava) descent, on the ground thut the name can be derived from a Sanskrit
word meaning * archer,” but the theory is searcely convineing., By occupation,
Dhanuks are village menials, day labourers and watehmen, whilst their women are
widwives, They eat unclean food and drink freely of liquor, and though they
call themselves orthodox Hindus, they have many primitive beliefs aud are not
served by Brahmans except as asirologers. They ove placed in group XI, and
have a strong panchuyal, They are ** depressed.” ‘

' C.—RIVERINE.

Kewat group.—Mallah, Kewat, Bind, Sorahiya, Tyar, Chai and Ka-
dhera.—It is difficuls to decide which cnste shonld be regarded as * parent * in this
gronp, ‘The title is possibly best assigned to the Kewat, who is usually regarded
a8 the modorn representative of theancient Kaivarta, Toe pedigree of this caste is
unceriain, According to Manu, the Kaivarta is descended from a Nishada father
nnd an Ayogavi mother, a class itself descended from  Sudra father and a Vaishya
mother,—a very low descent, since in both gererations the father was the lower
of the-two parents in rank, Some Puranas on the other band, éive the Kaivarta o
Kshatriya father and a Vaishya mother, a far more distinguishod parentage.
Both Kewac and Mallah claim to be descendants of the ancient Nishadas, and it is
mainly on this ground that they now insist on beiog reckoned amongst the ** back.
ward'' clossos. The argument, of course, is by no means conelusive, for groups
of quite a3 uodistinguished descent have risen in the sosial seale, So mueh, how.
ever, is certain that these groups are all inextricably linked together, for each
appears o8 a sub-caste in one or more other groups. They also appear to be con-
neeted with the Kahar and Luniya groups. By oceupation, they are traditionally
fishermen and boatmen, but at the present day many are cultivators, They ars
alt of them apparently orthodox Hindus and served by Brahman priests, For the
mosb partalso they eat only elean food, and fish, though some eat such food g
tortoises and erocodiles, They nre all placed in group IX, Kewat, Bind, and
Chai have panchayats : in all probability the rest have them too, but I eannot find”
the faot recorded. I think they bave quite enough independence to make theix
voice beard in & general. electorate if they choose: bub their ocoupation will make
difficult any combination with other group for political purposes, and, though with
gome hesitation, 1 olass them as ** backward.”

Bural and urban groups.
D.—ArTISANS,
(1) Barkai group—Barhai, Kunera, Lohar.~These ore respeetively the
carpenter, the turner and the blacksmith, The Kunera is merely an offshot of
the Barhai. Both Barhoi and Lobar cluim to be Vishvakarmabansi Brahnange
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'a more suitablo pedigree for the Lohar than the Barhai, since: Vishvakarma is the
Hindu Vulean, They are also orthodox Hindus, eating clean food and served by
Brahmans. “All of them are placed in -group VIII aud have panchayals. :They .
-are neither “depressed” nor * baskward,”

(2) Kumhar,~The Komhar is the village potter. He is o quiet, respoct-
able and industrions artisan, specially fastidious in matbers of food and of food
‘tabous, ‘His ceremonies are orthodox, but be has libtle to do with Brahmans in
his domestie rites, which are carried out not by a purohit; but by the Nai, Brah-
mans, on the other hand, will fix auspicious days for his ceremonics, The Kumbar’s
status iy everywhers low, though he-is trying to-rise in the social seale, . Ho is
despised becanse he bas to handle rubbish and sweepings as fuel for his kilns, and
he is associated. with that .impure beast, the. donkey, Others despise him oya
kind of buteher, bacanse he euts the throats of his pots when he takes them from
the wheel, He does not appear to be untouchable to anybody and indeed he can
offer waler to the twice-born, being placed in group IX.: He has. o strong pan-
chayat. .1 eannob class him a3 “depressed,” though be e backward.

(3) Kori group—0rh, Balai, Kori.~By tradition the members of all these
castes are weavers and most of them are qo still; but wany Koris have taken
to agriculture or domestio service, -whilst- some Orhs have prospered and are
now. moneylenders and landholders. The parent caste .in Lhis group is. the
Kori, of which both the others were originally sub-castes. The Kori, as his sec-
tional nomenclature proves, is of very mixed origin, His social status also varies
aceording to hisoocupation ; those who have taken to /domesiia service or- agricul-
:ture are regurded -as -considerably .higher than ‘the- weavers; and are cortainly
‘tosehable, The others are generally regarded as untouchable, eating unclean
food, whilst Brahmans apparently bave little to do with them. The Orb is of
considerably higher status, ‘He eats olean food together -with- fish and' fowl, -is
‘gerved by -Brahmans of o good class. -He is often an orthodox Vaishnava, The
' Balai-eats unclean food .and drinks lguor but he is served by Brahmans- and is
often an orthodox - Vaishnava, --He can-scarcely therefore be regarded as
-yntouchable,

The Orh-ig in group X (), the Kori and Balai in group XI. The "Koris :that
.bave taken to-dowestio service should be.placed. as high -ab.least.as group IX.
+'The Eori possesses a strong panchayat, I olage:Orh, Balai and the Koris of the
Jthree western divisions ns neither “depressed” nor “backward.”” The rest of the
+Koris I class ag “depressed.”

{4) Chamar group—Chamar, Dabgar, Gharami+In villages the Chamar
_is the-eurrier, tanner and leather; worker, and also. the village drudge. He is
- upclean because he handles the bodies of dead auimals, especially catile, KHis
. woraen are‘the village midwives, anotheruncloan occupation, EHe ents unclean food

not excepting beef, whilst as a rule no Brabman priest will serve him, "I some
parts of the province he is eompelled to liveinahamlat of his own (chamrotia); even
. the lowest castes regard him as untouchable, -Oa the ather band, many Chamars
. have taken to cleaner- occupations .such . as -those .of saddler (singar), cobbler
(mochi), groom:(syas), whilst the -exbension of the. leather trade at Cawapore and
elsewhere has enabled many Chamarsto become.wealthy, when they sim ab s
.gocial status much higher than that of their village brethrea, Such Chamurs are
generally regarded os touchable, and many. changsthe caste name fur something
less ill-sounding, for instance, Kuril, Aharwar, Jutis, Dhusia and, especially,
Joiswar. Thbe Dabgar and, Gharami are small offshoots which have taken respect-
ively to the making of leather vessels and. thatching. - All of these are placed in
. group X1I, but I sm inclined to think that only the village Chamars are properly
 placed there, whilst the rest should bo - placed probably -as high as group X ().
- The Chamar has a.very strony pauchayat. I class the great majority of
Chamors as * depressed,” Those who .have risen in the social scale to some
“extent I class as "backward,” I estimate the number of the latter at 2,000,000,

5
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(5) Ehoirwa.~This is & small caste of catechu makers found in Jhansi,
They are on much the same level asthe Dusadh, whom in some respects they
resomble, Theyeab only clean food, have primitive beliefs of their own, and do
not ewploy Brabmans as priests, They are placed in group X (&), I class these
a3 ' backward.” '

(6) Dalera,~Thisis o small tribe which may be akin to Khagis, They are
basket makers, Iabourers and thieves. They are orthodox Hindus in oll respeota.
They aro placed in.group X (). I class these as *backward.”

E.— CARRIERS,

Banjara group—Banjara, Belwar, Naik (plains).—The parent caste is the
Banjura, Naik is the name of one of tke sections (five Hindus and two Muslims),
into which the caste is divided, whilst Belwar appeats to be merely another name
for Naik in some districts, They share a common occupation, the carrying trade;
but many are now tradesmen or eultivators. A caste of this kind is naturally of
mizxed composition, but its Hindu branches taken as o whole may be regarded
ag entirely orthodox. All of them eat elean food, though some drink spirits, and_
all of them are served by Brahman priests, Indeed, the Naik and Belwar claim,
apparently with good reagon, to be’ of Brabmanical origin; in the cuse of the
Belwar, the claim was admitted in 1911, The Banjara has a penchayat. They
belong to group X (a), I oclass theso as neither * depressed " nor “ backward.”

F.—DoxEsTIO BERVANTS.

(1) Nai,—The Wai is a village barber and performer of minor operations snch
o8 sotting bones, drawing teeth .and laneing boils, Heis an orthodex Hindu,
served by Brabman priests and eating clean food, though some drink spirits. He .
is an important membor of the village community ; bis trade gives him the right
of entry into all bousebolds, with the result that he hag become the village news-
monger, whilst many caste councils use him as their messenger to summon the
brotherhood together, As a village tradesman goes, he is prosperous, receiving not
only annusl dues from his clients, but speeinl fees for marringes, confinements and
other important occurrences. His caste bus a powerful panchayat, He is placed
in group VILI. I clasy him a9 neither **depressed ” nor " backward,”

i (2) Bari group—DBari, Bargali,—The traditional occupation of both Bari
and Bargahi is the making of leaf platters, such ag are used at Hindu feasts, They
are, however, niso household and personal servants, Littleis known of their
origin, and their sectional nomenclatuze does not help, as this consists mosily of
local nawes. They are both orthodox Hindus, eating clesn food, and served by
Brabmans. At the present day, many have taken to eultivation, They are placed
in group VIII; the Bari bas a panchayst. As servants, it would be difenly for
them to make their wishes heard in spite of their mastors: and I class them as
“ backward."” : :

(3) Kakar group—Dhimar, Gharuk, Gond, Goriys, Kahar, Eamkar, Sin-
ghariye.—This group requires deseription rather more detailed than usual, for their
position is a subject of controversy, The parent caste in this group is the Fahar
which has a variety of oceupatiohs, beiug fishermen, palanquin bearars, domestie
servants, and growers of certain special erops, notably, the singhara Dut or water
caltrop. The Dhimar and Goriya are groups which specialize in fishing; and the
Siogharigas, as their name implies, specialize in growing mnghara. The rest are
for the most part domestic servants, though some Gondsare stone cuttors and grain
parohers. The Gharuk is the Hindu * bearer,” who serves Earopeans, Tradition.
ally, the Kahar is descended from & Brabman father and n Nishada or Chandala
mother } which may be interpreted as connoling a mixture of Arya and non-Aryn
blood. The Rawani sub-caste of Kubars claims to be Chandrabansi Eshattriyas
a very high elass, Kabars are orthodox Hindus, nnd with few excepbions.eat on]y:
elean food. They are also apparently served by Erabmans, though for legendary
Teasuns thoy refuso to accept Brahmans as their spiritunl guides (guwrw). Those
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who aré engaged in domestic service regard themselves as suparior to the groups
which follow other oczupations, but all of them are placed in group VIII, and cons
sequently ranx relatively highin the social scale. They are particular regarding
their own food taboos, which is patural enough, since by carelessnesa thay might
become unfis for their prineipal oecupation of domestic servant, I think they must
be classed as * backward,” They would scarcely venture to oppose their masters
" in polities,

(Note.~This Kahar Gond should be carefully distinguished from the Gond
tribe of Central India, which has & few representatives in Bundelkhard.)

(%) Dhobi,—~The gocial position of the washerman caste fs very low, One
‘authority writes of him * no Hindu of any caste, teven the lowest, will wash his
own clothes, and so the Dhobi has been formed into n coste which will bear the
impurities of all,” His unplensant occupation, especially the faot that he washes
the clothing of women when they are themselves unclean, stamps bim as specially
impure; even the lowest castes despise him, will have nothing to do with him,
and, though untouchable themselves, will not touch him. Thia is true even of the
Dow, Apart from that he eats unclean food, and except in some of his marrisge
ceremonies does nob appear to be served by Brabmans, The faot that he ocoas
aionally, though not invariably, uses asses to take soiled clothes to the washing
place and back again is also agningt him.. Yet the highest caste regularly employ
him, and cannot regard him as untouchable in the fullest sense, since they allow
him to wash their olothes, Nobody of course will take either food or water
from bim, He is placed in group XI and has a very strong panchayat. I class
~-him as * depressed.”

(5) Bhangi group,—Strictly speaking there is no longer & Bhangi easte,’ if
indeed there ever was one, It is a group composed of a number of castes, all of
which follow the profession of scavenging; Hela, Balmiki, Rawat, Dhanuk, Turaihs,
Lalbegi, are the principal groups, together with Shaikhmehtar, who eall themselves
Muhammadans, They are of course hopelesely unclean and untouechable to all.
‘They are not served hy Brahmans, and their beliefs are wholly their own, They
are olassed in group XII and most, if not all of the Bhangl castes, have strong
panchayate. 1 olass bhem as * depressed.”

——————
Urban gronps, y
G,~TRADESHMEN AND MANUFACTURERS,

- (1) Bonar group—Sonar, Niyario, Kasera, Thathera,~These are all metal
workers, The first is a goldamith, the second a metal refiner, the other two work
in brags, They are orthodox Hindus, eat clean food and are served by Brahman
prieats, All of them are of respectable status, Some Sonars, indeed olaim
Kshattriya origin. They are all in group VIII, and all of them except the Kasera
have panchayats. These are neither backward” nor “depressed.”

(2) Burai group—Barai, Tambols.—These two castes specialize in the grow-

ing and selling of betel (pan) and are closely connected. Like most eastes which

"are connected with the production of articles of fool, they are careful to preserve

their personal purity, eat only olean food and are served by Brabmana, They

belong 10 group VIII, and have panchayats, These are nell:her "depreased" nor
“hackward,”

~ '(8) Darzi group -Blmrbhunja, Chhipi, Dhunia, Patwa, Tarkihar, Dargi,—
These are all opcupational castes, respectively grain parcber, calico prioter, cotéon
carder, braid maker, makers of palm-leaf ornaments and spangles, and tailor.
All of them are orthodox Hindus, eating olean food and served by Brabhmana,
Many Darzis olaim to be Kayasthas. They are sll in group IX, except the Dhunia
who is in group X (b). The Chhipi, Dhunia and Darai all bave panchayate.
These are neither “depressed” mor “backward.”
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(3) Ohurihar groupe=Churihor, Lakhera, Manihar~This is a group of
cognate castes; all of them manufacture gloss bangles, whilst the Lakhera also
makes bangles of lac, and the Manibar makes sinfoil, Nearly all Lakheras are
Hindus, bub most of the other two ocastes are Muslims, They are orthodox
Hindas, eating clean food and served by Brahmans, * They belong to group X (a);
the Churihar and Manihar have punchayats. These afo neither © depressed ” nor
 backward.” , '

(5} Bumaiya group—Suiqalgar,” Rimaiys.—The traditional cecupation of
the Saigalgar is that of armourer, Ab the preseut duy, however, they are mostly
wandeting knife-grinders. Most of themare Muslims, The Ramaiya’s occupa:
tion is peddling and trading, Heis sometimes a Sikh, sometimes .a Hindu,
Libtle is known of either of these castes, but both appear to be of respectable
standing, 'The Ramaiya is in group X (e), and the Saigalgar in group XI; botb,
however, are probably placed rather 600 low. These may be regarded as “back-
ward.” '

(6) Kalwar group— Kalwar, Teli.~These two are occupational castes. The
Kalwar is traditionally connected with the sale of liquor, though now a days he
isn general trader and moneylender. The Teli is the oil-presser. Both are
orthodox Hindus, served by Brahmans and eating olean food, The Kalwar hasa
lohg-standing claim to Vaishya descent,- Both have been placed in group X (a),
but at the present day that is probably too low. Both have panchayals, Thesé
ure neither “depressed” nor * backward.” "

(7) Mochi~The Mochi bas a -complicated history. Thirtyfive ye#ra ago
there were two kinds of Mochi; the shoemaker and cobbler who was a Chamar,
and the saddler and harness maker who olsimed to be a Srivastava Kagastha, and
apparently was so, since he intermarried with thom, The former hos prospered
considerably, and for the last 20 years be has called himself Kayastha-Mochi,
thus claiming to be & Kayastha, though no Kayastha will admit the elaim, As
the present day they are probably all orthodox Hindas' and served by Brahman
priests, They are placed in group X(b)and bave 8 panchaya;.k These are neither.
* depresged " nor * backward,” o _ )

: H,—DANCERS, SINGERS, JESTERS AND MUSICIANE, ‘

(1) Gandharb group—Q@andharb, Ridra, Bhugat, Paturiya, Krz"rwhan, Naik
(hilis)—The common ocoupations of all these castes are singing, daucing, and
prostitution, Radha and Bhagat are merely two names for she same caste, whilst
Naik is the name given to the dancing girls of Kumaun, All of them are ortho-
dox Hindus, particular abont their food and their personal purity, and served by
Brahmans, The Gandbarb, however, ranks rather higher than the rest, Amongsb
tho Naiks, the men are cultivators and traders and “actually wear the saored
thread (junso), The Gandharb belongs to group 1X, the rest are in group X ().
These are neither ** depressed ” nor *' backward,” ‘

(2) Bhond.—These are josters and: buffoons. All, but & very few, are
Muslims, and it scems probable thab in the case of the Hindu Bhands, the name
is occupational rather than & caste nawe, 'They prabably belong to the pri;zcip al
group in this class. They are placed'in group X (b). These are neither * depres:
sed " nor * backward,” | '

@) Dhqrht group--Dharhi, Ktn'garfa, Pawxriyg,~These are difierent names
for the same caste, an ofishoot from the Dusadh. Its oecupation’is dancin 2, sing.
ing and begging, They eab unclean food and are oy served by Brahmans 'Theigr
réputation is uasavoury, because they go about with women of bad '
and their social status is very low. They are in group X (b)
“ depressed.” ‘ ‘ " '

. J.~SECTARIIN CLASSES,
o t.i:nla) hﬁ:f“;;:“ groups—Atit, Sadh,—These are religions sects, which in process
scome eastes, Alits aTe orthodox Hindus in all respects. The
Sadbe are o unitarion sech dabing back to 1543, and origioally recruited from a

)
character,
These are
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number of castes. They are vegetarians, followers 3f the simple life, and
specialize in cotton printing. They are of good social status, being placed in
group VIII, These are not * depressed "' nor ** backward.”

K. ~PBIMITIVE TRIBES,

(1) Kolarian growp—4gariya, Bhuiya, Bhuiyar, Chero, Ghasiya
Ehgiraka, Kharwar, Hol, Korwa, Majhwar (Mamjni), Panks, Parahiya,
Patari.—These tribes are known as the Kolarian group, found mostly in South
Mirzapur, though the Kol extends also into Bundelkhand, Though some of them
bave in minor matters been influenced by more advanced neighbours, their boliefs,
customs and ceremonies are all primitive and essentially non-Aryan. -Amongst
many of hem, for instance, there are distinet traces of totemism, They used to
be jungle tribes, but many have now taken to culivation, With the exception of
tho Majhwar and the Patari, all of them eat pork, and some eat beef, With few
exceptions, all their rites and ceremonivs are carried out by their own pricsts,
known as baigus, who generally belong either to the Bhuiyar or Patari tribes.

_They also employ devil priests or exorcisors (ojhas), Qacasionally, the leas back-
ward use Brabwans, but ooly as sstrologers, The Benbansi section of the
Kharwar tribe is much higher than the rest. Its head is the Rajn of Singrauli;
they now call themselves Eenbansi Rajputs and not only are served by Brabwan
priests, but wear the janco, and bave actually succecded in intermarrying with
Chbandel Rajpute, The Agariya and ordinary Kharwar are in group X1I, the rest
are in group X (6). Many, if not all of them, bave panchayate, They are all
“ depressed,”

Nores,—(1) The name Bhuiyor ig also used in Mirzapur for tha saste elsawhero called Orh ¢ and
in the same distejot thero is yet another group called hy this name, which sesms to be an offshoot of
the Chamar caste that haa taken to weaving,

(2) The Majhwar Manjhi must be catefuliy distinguished from the Mallah Manjhi.

“(2) Bayar group—Banmanus, Bayar, Dhangar, Musaiar ~These tribes

are of much the same status and racial affinities as the Kolarian group, They
‘ure pos&;ibly not quite 6o primitive, bub it is & queation only of degree, All of
them eat unolean food, The Dhangar and most Musabars are served by baigas
though some of the latter use Brabmans as astrologers; the Bayar, however, is
sufficiently advanced to be served by Brahman priesis, For the most part, they
are ploughmen or village menials, The Banmanus, which isa sub.caste of the
Musahars, still lives in the jungle and makes a living out of jungle produess. The
Bayar isin group X (b), the rest in group X11. All have panchayats, . They are
all *“depressed,” .
(3 Dom group-—Balah.ar, Bansphor, Basor, Dharkar, Dom (pluins),
Domar.~Domar is merely snother name for Dom, used in some distriots. The
other four are all sections of the main Dom tribe whieh have settled down to some
comparatively respectable oceupation. All of them eat ua:lean food and are
thoroughly untouchable, whilst none of them employ Brahmans for any purpose.

They rank very low in the social scale; indeed, the Dom is probably the lowest caste
in the province. The Bansphor and Dharkar are placed in group XI, the rest in
group XII, Al of them have panchayats, They are all “ depressed.”

(4} Pasi group—dheriya, Bahdliya, Kabariya, Ehatik, Pasi, Tarmali.~One
of the most important of omr low tribes is the Pasi, which is the parent tribe in
this group. It is spread-all over the eastern districts and Oudh, and is probably
connected with the famous Bhil tribe of Central Indis, It has pluyed an import.
ant part in bistory, and may once have been & Tuling race, The traditional
occupation of the Pasi'is tapping palm trees, buk they are now labourers, eultiva«
tors, distillers of illicit liquor, watohmen and thieves. Tarmali is merely another
nome for Pasi, alluding to their traditional ocenpation, Aheriyas and Baheliyas
ore hunters and fowlers in the wostern districts. They are offshoots of the Pasi
sribe, which are closely connected and indeed olaim o be identical. The Ehatik

: 6



( 2)

is an occupational offshoot of the Pasi tribe, whose prineipal business is that of a
greengrocer ; but some of them are also butchers, Aunother name for them is
Chik, Kaburiya is merely the name of & Kbatik section, All of these groups eat
pork and other unclean food, except the Baheliya, All of them, except the
Khatik, employ Brahmans to serve their rites or as asirologers. All of them, of
courso, drink liquor. Their status is very low. The Baheliya is especially
despised beesuse Lis methods of smaring birds are regarded as unpleasantly
crucl, Teken as b whole they are nob so low, however, as any of the three
former groups, All of them nre placed in gronp XI, most of these groups have
pancheyats, They are all * dopressed.”

(5) Hul-Dom group-~3ilpkar (hill-Dom}, Sawn.—~Silpkar is a name recently
appropriated by the bill tribes, which were till recently called Dom. The social
system in the hills s entirely different from that which we know in the plains,
Aport from immigrants, there are only three main social groups, Brahmans, Raje
puts and Dowms or Silpkars, The two hrsy are divided in Brabmans and Rajputs
proper, and Khas Brahmans and Kbas Rajputa. According to popular opinion, the
Khas Brabmons nod Khas Rajputs are descended from the Khasa race, which a -

.8 very early date sottled in Kumaun, Dom isnot the name of a tribe, as it is in
the plains, but the name of an aboriginal 1ace, popularly believed to be descended

_from tho Dasyv, which was enslaved by the Khasas. It is now broken up into a
variety of oscupational groups ; but neither the Brabman nor Rajput sections nor
the Dom groups can be regarded as castes, They are merely social olasses. For
instavce, s prosperous Dom can marry his daughter $o o Khas Rajput, The Ehag
Rajput can sometimes get s real Rajput as a husband for his daughser. The rules
governing intermarringe between the varions Dom ocoupational groups are both -
lox and variable. On the other band, a definite live is drawn between Brahman
aod Rajput on one side and Dom or Silpkar on theother, The former are within,
‘the latter withous, the social pale, Tweaty-five years ago, all Doms were regarded
o3 absolutely impure and untouchable; many, however, have risen, many more are
siruggling to rise, and in time wiil be successful, The adoption of & new namo in
place of Dom is proof of thejr des'ire for social uplift, They have not been 8epae
rately ghown in the scheme of social precedence; at the present time, however, I
should be inclined to put them not lower than group X (5), The Saun is merely
& emall group of miners, belonging to the main Dom race, They are all
¥ depressed.”

L—VAGRANT TRIBES,

(1) Habura group—Bengali, Beriya, Bhantw, Hubura, Euanjar, Earwal,
Bansiyq.—All these tribes are closely connected, For the muast part they are
vagrant eriminals, though some Kanjars ave comparatively respectable shikaris,
They all eat unclean food, are enticely untvuchable, and employ Brahmans for no
purpose whatever. The Bhantu and Sansiya are placed in group X (o), the
Bengnli, Beriya and Habura in group XI, the Kanjar in group XII. The Karwal
was not separately listed, For practical purpese all of them van be regarded as in
group XIL  Most of these have panchayats, They are all ¢ depressed,”

(2) Nat group—Budi, Bajaniya, Bajgi, Qual, Ealabas, Nat.~The parens
stock in this olase is the Nat ; the other castes mentioned are al} either seetions of
that castc or offshoots from i6. The word “Nat” meaps danoer, but the iribe includes -
dancera, tumblers, acrobats of every variety ; makers of combs, articles of grass
and straw and metal ; conjurors, jugglers, snake-gharmers, tattocers, musisisng
thimble-riggers, quack doctors—in & word, all thosa nondeseript vagrants whc;
wonder abous fiom fair to fair in search of o living that is slways disreputable
snd often dishonest, All of them eat unclean food, are wholly untouchable, and
nono of them are served by Brahmane. The Nat is placed in group X1, and has a

panchayal. None of the other groups were separalely recorded in 1901, They
are all ¥ depressed.” .



