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BENGAL. 

I .. 

CASES determined before the Nizamut Adawlut in· Fort William, ·between the 
. Years 1821 and l824t· arising out of illegal Suttees. 

Government against Bhuraichee and Others : 

Charge - . - - :Murder. A., n.tSu. 

THE prisonf::rs Bhuraichee, . Sheolal ai1d Bhichook, were The details of this :case will be found in 
charged with wilful murder, the prisoner Roosa with being an the Papers printed by orderoftheHouse 

. H 1 d I' '1 . h of Comm_ops, 19 June 1823, .P· 6s; the accessary to the same, and the pnsoners urreepa an Jrai wit present 18 the. report of it- published 
beina present at and abetting the same. The trial came on at under the -orders.of the Government, 
the ~st sessions of 1821 for zillah Goruckpore, and the transac- a~ong · the adJudge~ cases of the 
tion in which it originated was thus detailed by the circuit NI:t'.!.mut Adawlut. 
judge:-" One S~etlo_o, a Brahmin, died '!hen absent from his family: a fort~ 
night afterwards hts widow, Hoomuleea, a gul of about 14 years of age, proceed~d 
to burn herself, the pile being prepared by her nearest relations then at the village 
she resided in. Her father, Pultum Tewarree, was !n anoth~r part of the country, 
and does not appear to· have been made acquamted With what was passing • 
. ,Vhether the sacrifice was originally a voluntary one has not been ascertained; 
it must be presumed it was so. . · . 

"The preparatory rites completed, Hoomuleea, ascended the pile, which was fired 
by her uncle,-the -prisoner Sheolal; the agony was soon beyond. endurance, and she 

. leapt from the flames ; but, seized by Sheolal, Bhichook and others, she was taken 
up by the bands and feet, and again thrown into the flames, much burnt and her 

. , c.lothes quite consumed. She. again sprang· from the pile, and running to a well 
hard by, laid herself down in the watercourse, weeping bitterly. Sheolal now took 
a sheet, offered for-the occasion by. Roosa, and spreading it on the ground, desired 
her to seat herself upon it: No,_ she said, she would not do this; he would again 

• carry her to the fire, and she could not submit to this; she would quit her family,
and live by . beggary ; anything, if they would have mercy upon her. Sheolal, 
upon this, swore by the Ganges, that if she would seat herself on the cloth he 
would convey her to her home ; she did so. They bound her. up in it; sent for 
a bamboo, which was passed through the. loops formed by tying it together, and 
carrying it thus. to the pile, now fiercely burning, threw it bodily into the flames. 
The cloth was immediately consumed, and the wretched victim once more made an 
eftort to save herself;~ when, at . the instigation of the rest, the Moosulmaun, 
llhuriJ.ichee, approached near enough to reach her with his sword, . and cut her 
throat; the head fell back, and she was released from further trial by death. The 
number of spectators before whom this diabolical and most lamentable sacrifice was 
exh~bited is variously· stated, but 200 persons were probably witnesses of it •. The 
charges against the prisoners are, wilful murder against Bhuraichee ( 1 ), Sheolal 
(2), ai1d Bbichook (3); Roosa (4) is arraigned as an accessary before the fact; 
and Hurreepal (5), and Ijrail (6), for being present and abetting the s4me; and 
they are all convicted on these charges respecJively. The doubt expressed in the 
futwa, as to whether the deceased <;lied by fire or. the sword, is, so fftr as the charges 
go, a distinction without a difference, and as a query affecting the verdict, not worthy 
of notice. The murder remains the same; and the death~blow, if so it was, of the 
sword, was the most merciful act (though not i9tended so) exhibited, throughoutu 

. the whole transaction.'' \Vith reference to the amount of punishment which should 
be awarded in this case, the circuit judge expressed himself as follows: "I verily 
believe 1 but echo the wishes and expectations of nineteen twenti-eths or even the 
Hindoos of this com in unity when I urge death as the requit:l of this atrocity. In 
jastice, all the prisoners should be equally condemned to this atonement; but the 
example may be deemed sufficient, if extended only to the three first meationed. 
If so, the others should certainly be sentE:nccd to the award bfthe law ne~t in point 

· A 4 ' > of 
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BENGAL. of severity, and be imprisoned for life in banishment. There never was and 
'--.,----/ never can be a more crying occasion for example, and never can be subjects entitled 

to less sympathy than these convicted monsters. I leave them to the disposal of the 
court, without.the. power or desire of. interposing one plea in mitigation of that 
ptiunis~ment '!hie?, it would be a ~al~e and. ~rring feeling to wish to shield them 
rom. 

The futwa of the law officers pf the Nizamut Adawlut convicted the prisoners 
Sheolal and Bhichook of having by force and against her will, thrown back Musst. 
Hoom?leea to the fire of the· sut~ee pile, fr~m '~hic.h she had leapt ~ff; the prisone~ 
Bhuratchee.Moosulmaun ofhavmg, at the InstigatiOn of the others, smote her with 
a sword;: the prisoner Roosa· Moosulmaun · of having been abettina therein ; and 
the prisoners Hureepal and Ijrail of having been present and instig~ting the same · 
and declared them all liable to punishment for their respective shares in the crime: 
at the discretion of the court, adding that· the punishment of Sheolal and 
Bhuraichee as the principal actors mig~t extend to death. The chief judge 
(W. Leycester) was of opinion that the prisoners Bhuraichee and Sheolal should 
suffer.death, and that the others ·should be confined for life. He did not see bow the 
court could be'justifiedin passing any other sentence'; but as the case was quite new, 
he observed, it was desirable that it should go before .another judge. 
. The opinion of the second judge (C. Smith) was. to the following effect : ''I differ 
entirely from the ~rstju?ge,.being decidedly of .opin.ion ~hat no~e of the prisoners 
should be sentenced capitally, or even to perpetual Imprisonment. The suttee, in 
the first instance, appears to have been voluntary ; even if we beHeve the statement 
of those witness~s who are under a suspicion(not, it would seem, altogether un
founded) of being hostileto the accused, the girl ascended the pile and laid herself 
down upon it without force and without aid. The facts of the subsequent violence 
may befabric~ted or ·exaggerated. The whole charge seems to have,been got up 
under the influence of the pauls of perguunah Maholee, and on this very account 
Mr. Law, the third judge, thought the evidence of the six first witnesses unsatisfac_. 
tory., and on that account put offthecase to another session. It may be doubted 

· whether, without such. a stimulus, it would be practicable to procure the evidence of 
. Hindoos against Hirldoos in a case of this description. In the examination of the 
prisoner Bhichook Tewaree,. standing No. 5 of the Foujdary papers, I see no 
acknowl~dgment of any offence whatever; and if this is the examination referred 

· to in the futwas, 1 .think it disgraceful to the law officers of both courts to have 
dw~t ~Jpc,>n· it as part of the proof against the prisoner ; nor does this examination 
.or that of Sheolal Tewarre~, appear to have been copied into the record, or read 
over to ~he two prisoners upon their trial. In the examination of Sheolal (No. 3) 
there ·does appear an acknowledgment that he threw the widow again on the pile, 
after she h_ad leapt out of it. Taking th~ facts as they are charged, and as the futwas 
state them to hl).ve been proved, I think the uncle Sheolal (who could have no malice 
towards his niece, and who seems to have acted under an impression of the indel
ibie disg~ace that would accrue to his family. if the suttee, once begun, should not 
be completed) is an obje~t of pity rather than of punishment. The suttee was 
irregul~r, inasmuch as the· police. officer was not there, and as the widow (a Brah
minee) burnt without the corpse of her husband; but frequent irregularities occur 
in this detestable practice, · yet no one has ever yet been hanged for it, or even 
punished that I can recollect by temporary imprisomnent for a misdemeanor. 
Our government, by modifying the thing, and issuing orde.rs about it, orders which 
even th~ govern~ent and the sudder judges themselves do not appear clearly to 
comprehend, have ~~rown the ideas of the Hi~doos upon the subj~ct int? a -com
plete state of c:Onfuswn. They know not what IS allowed and what mterd1cted ; but 
'upon the '"'hole, they have a persuasion that our government, whom they most 
erroneously suppose to be indiffe·rent. about the lives of natives, are rather favour· 
able to suttee tltan otherwise. · They will then believe that we abhor the usage, 
when ·we prohibit it in toto by an ab~olute and peremptory law. They have no 
idea that we miaht not do so with the most perfect safety ; they conceive our power 
apd ourwill t.:> be commensurable. c That.a suttee, in the outset voluntary, shall be 
deemed murder in. those ·conducting it: if they force the widow upon the pile from 
which she' pas escaped, I do not find positively declared in any of the instructions 
promulaated throuA.li this court, nor do I know whether by the sh"!.ster it is legal m· 
iilleaal.

0 
In all the rules 'Yhich h!lve been issued, the shaster is quoted as an autho

rity~ the essence. of the rules is,' that if the suttee be according to the ~haster, it is 
lawful, i{ not, criminal. With t.his declaration from the supreme authonty, I do not 

c sec 
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see how a Hindpq can, in co~mon sense or common equity, ·be made amenab1e to 
the Moohummudan law for tpe offence. · Of the two ·o!her prisoners, Bhichook 
Tewaree seems to be a relation too, and to stand nearly m the same predicament 
with Sheolal. • 
• " ~he two Rajpoots, H urri~al .and IjraiJ, though they have yot t~e plea of rei~~ 
twns~tp, and ?f the fear o~ stigma should the suttee ha~e been incomplete, may 
have entered mto the feelmgs of the Teware~, a\1d assisted them ·in what they 
deeiJ!ed a commendable and proper act. Tan tum religio potuit suadere malorum ·, 
For the 1\foosulmanus, R.~osa and Bhuraichee,· there is ltss excuse; but even they 
have the defence of gross Ignorance. They may have been brought to think that 
the~e was no g_reat harm in furthering a res~lt which appears to be" tolerated by the 
government throughout the country, and with r(3gard to which it is impossible for 
them to discern the exact bounds which separate wha~ is permitted from what is for
bidden. I would sentence Roosa to three years, and 'Bhuraichee to five, with labour ; 
the two Rajpoots, with Sheolal and Bhichook, I would release." 

The officiating judge (W. Dorin) was of opinion that the. circumstan.ces occurred 
nearly as stated by the "'itnesses for the prosecution. . The presence· of ·a. police 
officer, he.observed, and the giving information at the thana, are not necessary 
under the existing suttee rules ; but that. . under . those rules,· as they now· stand, 
the assisting at an illegal sutte~~ ~nd · t.he .using force. aga!nst the widow at any 
suttee, are punishable offences .. The obJeCtion that the natives d9 not.understand 
nice di~tinctiqns,. could not, he thought, be admi~ted ; unfortunately, the chief 
promulgation of all criminal law being usually in the shape of a criminal sentence~ 
In this case there seemed to him to have been .an impression among the people 
prese~t th~t they were doing soD;J.ething not right. . · 

Under all the. circumstances of the ca.Se, the following order and sentence were 
issued by Messrs. ~oad and Dorin : , . - . · · 

"The .court observe, that under the promulgated rules on the subject of suttee, 
the rite in this instance was illegal; the widow Hoomuleea, having been a·Brahmin~ · 
proceeding to burn without the body of her husband, who was absent from her 
when he died ; and that every species of compulsion against the widow having 
been prohibited by those rules, the forcing Hoomuleea back to the pile against 
her will and entreaty, and more especially the striking her with a sword, were 
punishable acts. · 

" Making allowance, however, for the superstitious prejudices of the Hindoos 
concerned, and · for the ignorance of the Moohummudans, the court do not con
·sider any of them guilty {)f murder; and viewing the case as one of culpable 
homicide, pass the following sentence ; viz. · · · 

'" Bhur~chee to be imprisoned, with labour, for five years. 
" Roo~a to be imprisonyd, with labour, for t~ree. yea~s. , . . 

1 

''. ~he9lal and Bhichook Tewarees (uncles) to.be 1mpnsoned, without labour, for. 
one year. -

H Hurripal and Ijrail, Rajpoots, two year~." 

'II. 

Government against Murigal Rai and three ot~ers : 
Charge - • Assisting at Suttee, &c. 

THE prisoners~ Mungul Rai~! Cashinath Das, Ram .Soonder and R~m.chunder, 
were charged with burning a woman on the funeral pile o( h,er deceased husband, 
without. giving information to the police, and against the retnPnstrances of the . 
village cliowkeedars, and were tried at the first sessions of 1822 for zillah Bucker
gunge. It was proved in evidence, that the father of. the first prisoner (Mungul Rai) 
die~ on the afternoon of the 1st February 1822, and that, when it was knowa 
that his widow intended to burn with him, two of the cho\'fkeedars of the village 
represented ~o the parties the n~ce.ssity o~. giving p~evious notice t<? the . police ' 
darog~a, which they refused and omitted·domg, and the suttee ttJok pTace on· the 
same evening. There appeared to have been no legal impe~imc:!nt to the ceremony, 
or ~ther objections to it, save the omission above noticed. The prisoners p~eaded 
thei.r ignorance of the rules enacted respecting suttees, ~nd stated· that tlhere w3:s 
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'11ot tim~, at such .a }ate hour; to give notice to' the thana, which wa.S' 1.6 mile~ off; 
ani.! that delaying th~ ,ceremony to the next day would 'have been prejudicial tO, 
thmr c~ste. · . · 

.. The law officer of the court of eire~ it was of opinion that the prisoners deserved 
pm:l,ishm:-nt by< aco&but, a~, altho~gh there might be no formal rule requiring that 
~~1foni1at10n sho,uld ~e p~evto~sly ~1ve? t? the th.ana, such '~as generally n.nder~t~od 
Jfnd acted. up to. . 'I he judge of ctrl!mt, m referrmg the case, expressed h1s opm10n 
that the penalty,' (if any) ought to be very light; and stated, that as ·the case was 
of a novel. kind, and involved a subject of a delicate. nature, he had thought it 
a~yisable to ·refer it. for the· order~ pf the superior court. A fine of rupees 25 
had been impo!!ed by the acting magisl!ate upon the· darogha of the thana, and 
~his;. the judge 'of circuit thought, ought to be remitted, as he saw no blame impu
table tq that officer in the case.· . · · · 
< 'The futwa of.two of the law officers of the Nizimiut Adawlut convicted the pri-
soners .of having been accomplices in t~e. sacrifice of the mother of Mungul Raion 
the· fu.n~ral·pile of her husb11:nd, in opposition to the orders ,of government and 
~ithou~ '~iving_'previQt;Is,notice at*~ thana, and. declar~d them·liable to correction 
at the_~hscretipn of tl:le .. rql~r power. .The_c.ourt, ~owever (present, w. Leycester); 
obsenJng tha~ "?. ?rders ?~the kind ~~pposed had existence, acquitted the.prisoners; 
~n~ ~~rected thetr.I.mmed~ate release; :The court observe~ that the ~p~gistrate had · 

· 1mp~seda fine of25 rupees ~n the pohce darogh~; but s~emg no ground~whatever 
to impute any neglect to th~. offl.cer hi question on this occasion, directed th~at the 
~~e should he remitted ~n4 it~ amount restored to ~him, and that the magistrate 
should call on the daroghas··.to ·require· the chowkeedars, or ·any of them in their 
~ivis~<:»n, to pt:oceed from their \'illage without 'delay, whenever they' might have 
reasonable grourid· t6' supp9se that a suttee was ip contemplation, in order to f1,1rnish 
informati~n. at the tha~a, inst~ad of delaying, as. in the .pr~sent instance, til the day . 
after the- sacrifice had tak;en pla~e. . . . . . . . . . . .. 

l 1·.·· 
• . 
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, · do~ernment.ag·ainst Degumber Pande: 

·} ·· 'i · Cha~ge. - _ -· · Mu.rde·~: · · ' 
.. ' 

. THE pris~ner was ... charged with. the wilful.~urder of Mu$summaut Acharjea; hi~ 
J)Wn. d~ughter, .byassi~ting a:fh~r.:cre~ation, and wa~ tried for that offence at the 
·~rd sessions of 18~2· for zillah Gorukhpore. The facts of the case as they appeared 
in evidence were briefly as follows:. . . . . . . . . . . . · . ·. . .. , 

The prisoner's son died at his (the' prisoner's) house; his widow, who was at 
Chuprah, burnt herself, with his turban, sent to her for the purpose, and his sister 
(the . .daughtet of the prisoner) insisting. upon burning also, a pile, was.'prepare4 ~1!4 
fired by her owri father. In his defence, the prisoner admitting that he had set 
fire to the pile on .which his daughter wa.s .burnt, pleaded that he had done all in 
his power to dissu~de her from her purpose, but in vain; that he only consented to 
be instrumental to her destruction on her imprecating the wrat4 of heaven on his 
bead, in the ev~nt of his continuing to oppose her wishes~ ' This defence was fully 
substantiated by the' evideqce adduced. . . . - .. : : .. · 
.. In subi:Qitting t~is case t~ the Nizamut Adawlut, th~ judge of circui~ obse~v~d : 
" Ho'\\' far ~he impplse to ,~his act 'may plead with ~he. court, I know not; for_ ~Y· 
self, I do not admit what nature. and (thus practised) the law of the land both 
equ~lly declar~ .!gain~t~ as· an admissible plea in mitigation of what ~hc1)ris~~e! 

. 1has rendered ~tmself hable to." · The futwa of two of the hiw officers 9£ the NI.za. 
mut Adawlut, co~victing the prisoner Degumber fandey of having. burn~ his 

)iving daughter Acharj~a with th~' d~ad bo~y of he( brother .J u(mohun Pande.y, 
ded~red, that by the _circumstances of ,the pnsoner bemg Achar;ea s ~ather, and h~s 

.havina .bulint her at her own request, .kissas and deeut were barred, and the. pn .. 
·saner 

0
was liable' tQ...ac~bUt for having, without compulsion, perpetrated an evil act 

in spite of th~ proclaimed prohibition of the ruling po~er. · . _ · 
... Dy the Court, C. S~ith (second Judge): ·" There Is• not a shadow of proof of 
: violenc~; that suicide :seems. to have been quite voluntary, and· all that the prisoner, 
·• ···, • • 1who 
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who is clear of all imputation of malice, can be justly liable to, is the punishment BENGA:L; · 
of having assisted a self-destroyer in the act of self-destruction. It would appear ·"--.::~.:.~ ... _;.: __ JJ 
from the .answer of our pundits, that the prisoner, according to the law of his own 
persuasion, is chargeable only with a slight offe~ce. I would not treat it as a slight 
offence, still less .would I ,co,nside.r: _it . as wilful. m,ur~_er, of lfhicq it in truth pos-
sesses not one single feature. I I ·a.m of 'opinion that the prisoner should be impri-
soned for seven years, without labour, .in the mz\,llall' gaol ; and from the peculiarity 
Pf. th.e. ~as~,.and ~h.e amhigu9us .~tyle _i~. which the)':Jdge ~f c~rcuit has communi~ 
·ca~ea ~1s 9wn o,pmwn, I haye deemed 1t nec~ssary to let 1t he over for another 
<·ud e." ' . . . ' . . . . . ' J g... . . . . . . . . ~ 
. W. Dorin(fmirth J~dge): "!.agree· to the sentence of seven years'. implisori-
:ment proposed by the second Judge: Tqere .seems 'nothing in the case. which ·cari 
justify. its being treated' as triurder; and on the other. _hand; we must punish the act 
'Witq a'.vie'W to prevent repetition .. Viewed as a suttee, it was an illegal one: ·_The' 
prisori~r, i~ setting flr.e to the.p'ile-~seems to have acted un~er terror of his daughter"s 
'curse. It' is in' evidence, that he as well as others tried "to dissuade. her from the 
-act of self-jmmolation; in which liis p'art was that of an assistant. · The whole of 
~tht:: village seems to liave~een looking on. .The answerof t~e pundits is a: goo4 
,spe~itn~'n ~f their·. absolu~ely nonserisic~l .. ideas ot? the s~bject of criminal law•. 
It Is ·observable that section 3, Jtegu.lat1on VIII, 1799, duects a sentence of death. 
in cases where one puts to deatb another at the, desire of the' sufferer, only in the 
:eyent of 'the Niiamut Adawlut seeing no Circumstances in the case to. call fo~ 
mere ."· . . . . . . . . . . y . . . . . ' '. - ' t 

'-· Tue p'r~soner ;was accordingly sentenced, under the circumstances of the case, to 
seyen yt:ar~ ilnprisonment withput labour in the gaol of zillah Gorukhpore~ · ' 
li : ', ~ : 1 • • , ~ , I , 

· . · · .• The following is a t~anslat·i~n of .the' Sa~scrit legai'.exposition. in questio~ : ''' It appears from th~ 
t~stimony of all the witnesses, as well as by the acknowledgment of. Degum her Pande; that Acliarjea 
~with her own free· will was determined to burn herself with the corpse of her late brother, notwithstand~ 
,ing she was repeatedly dissuaded by her father (the said Degumber) and the other attendants, and that 
:she'iinprecated curses on those individuals who opposed her in this act. Tbe father, by reason of her 
perseverance; supplied some wood and fire, and she, unassisted, ascended the pile. Although it is not 
Rllowable, and indeed is contrary to law imd usage, for a sister to sacrifice he.r life by burning her body 
;Oil. tbe.iunt;>ral pile of her brothe.r, yet it must be presumed that she, in some forme1· stage of existence~ 
. did some act, the ell~ct of which was to impr~::ss her with an irresist,ible. belief that bur~ing with her 
'dE:ceased brother was the only means ofsalvation in the next worhl, or that the excessive l9ve for her 
'broLher caused her 'to form a violent resolution to burn herself on her brother's. pile, and to curse ~hose 
;wh() attempted tQ dissuade her from her purpose. · In default of a nearer heir of the deceased to set fire 
.to his pile, th~ performance of his exequial rites is. obligatory on the father; and from the fact of hiil 
.l:taving supplied woo~ and tire, be' (the said Degumber) cannot be considered as ~ murderer. By the 
'same act of the father· which complete9 his son's fuuera1 ceremony, the daughter died; but it does not 

. 'follow that the father is an offender, inasmuch rui 'he neitherkilleli her, nor advised her te sacrifice her 
:life, nor assisted her in her self-sacrifice, she having volu11tarily ascended the pile. It is related in the 
.Po~ranas that a great many ruoonees, or holy saints, and other individuals, have sacrificed their lives by 
diving into deep waters, and falling into fire, &c. and their pupils, sons and ot\lers assisted them _in those 
'acts, for which aSsistance, 'however, no sin is stated to have attached to them; and it is well known 
'that both men· and women are still in the habit of performing·the rite ofjala.Sumadhi, or sacrificing lif~'. 
:l>y- entering into water, at Prayaga and other places; and in compliance with their requisitions, the 
,individuals who brir1g boats (to carry them ·into the middle of the stream and throw them there), and 
·w lio tie waterpots or other • things to their necks, ~c. inFur no sjn, by the universal consent of th!." 
~learned. The father, by reas~n of the insufferable· anguish which ~e endured for his son's de~t~, an~ 
.also for the daughter's determmation of sacrtficiug her life, may have lost his natural senses; cons.e-

. ,q•1ently l,Je cannot be h~ld to have incurred, the guilt of a murderer, or liable to suffer any punishment 
. by the ruling power •. Fathers, generally spea\dng, on. the death of their issue, lose the power. of dis
' criminating between what acts are lawful and what unlawfl!l, as may be ascertained on refere~ce to t~e 

·'lives of Vasistha and others, which are well known. ·The father, however, is blamable in a sligl,t 
· :degree for.the assistance he gave his daughter, who committed· an act which is cm1trary to the doctrines 

.of law and.t0 the general practice j he therefore DlUSt verform three ptajaputyast, ' .. 1 

I 

I, 

I t Prajaputya is- a Rprt pf penance, which consists iri eating ouce a ·day, for tlir:e days, in· tb~ morning; 
on.c~ in tqe ni9ht,_fQrlhree ~ay~t; aubsiiti_ng~br~e days on food given as alms; and f~tiog tbre& daya ' 
more. · , 
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IV. 

(, Gqvernment against Ramdut and BaJgobind : 
' . ' 

Chaitge, ·,._ .. Murder. 

. · TH:F. ·prisoners· were tried at the first sessions· of 18 23, for zill~h J uanpore, on a 
charge of ·murder~ by assis'ting at an illegal suttee or suicide, by 'setting fire .. t() 
a. funeral pile· on which one (iuneshea had ascended, she not havi~g at the time 
he'ard of her husband's death. The law officer ·of the court' of circuit" delivered a 
futwa of guilty, on full proof against both the prisoners. In referring the ca~e, the 
ju:dge of ~ircuit :~bserved, "I. consider the defendant~ guil.ty of wilfully causing 
th~ •. death of G~neshe~; _b~t .1t appe~rs to me_ that _k1ssas 1s barred only by the 
opt10n the woman had ofqmttmg the pile, when she 'felt the effect of the flames on. 
her body~ which circumstance the tnoulovee· does 'not notice. The parties acknow
ledged 'the /ac~ of' h~v!ng_~!:m: preserit'at the sacrifice, and in defence stated that 
the woman wa's sure of· her 'busband's.._ death frqm 'ha'Ving seen his ghost. They 
further a~leged, that the flames arose spontaneously from the pile on which the 
!oman .h,ad a~:e~ded.. It appeared that G~neshea. det~rmin~ t? bux_n over night_. 
~nd,-that intelligence wa~- sent·to tb? thana m. the inornmg; but mste~d _()f vyaiting 
until the· darogha's arrival, Balgovtnd stipphed · wood and caused his servants_ tG 
~on~truc~ .. ~h~ _p~le, a,nd · Ramdut :set fire to it aft~r she had. ascended it, so that the 
act: was completed before the darog~a· could arrive. Sendmg news to the thanadar 
was therefore a. 'mere pretence~· for they ·well knew th·at waiting for his arrival 
:would entirely frustrate their views."- This wicked haste, the-judge·-ofcircuit ob
served, to consummate ari irregular sutt~e, ~as so. close upon wilful murder, that if 
tP,e :chitta o~· funeral pile h~d been an inclosed one, or ifthe woman had· been in any 
way' confiru~d, he should not have hesitated to recommend that the extreme sentence 
of, the law be 1 passed ·upon ·them;, but under the circumstances of 1the case, be 
thought it would_ be $ufficierit to. condemn the.m'tb seven y~ars .imprisonment, either . 
wjth .or·without.;Jahour~ He declared his opinion th~t a.less period should not be 
fixed, the crime bei~g fully proved independently ·of 'their confessions, and the: 
punishment well deserved. If any notice, he added, was to be taken· ofirregular 
suttees, severe punishment o·u·ght·to follow the perpetration· of them, otherwise they 
~otild;:be)ou'nd.':to inc;:rease in prqpoition "to the frequency of the question being 
agitated, and· of the half measures adopted for·their. suppressing being made subject 
:of cons~deration or: conversation by the natives. ·. 'The ·pundits of the Nizamut 
:Adawlut '-being constiht1d in • ibis ·case, 'delivered, the I following opinion: "If a 
.B'nihml~. h<;l mis~ing 'for' the, period ofsix'-years, an'd his wife, intuitively perceiving 
that he. is. dea~, resolve to· bec'ome a sut~ee, that woman·is termed patibrata, or ·a 
1good_:and -virtuous' woman: The ·principal ·mark of virtuous womanl is' her intenti6n 
~r~~lf-sat:rifice on ''the -death 'of her husband; as' manif~sted by her resolution- ta 
;tl~c()me a suttee. She; through the excess of her ~hast1ty, may be .assured, by a 
dream, or by any other mode, that her husband ·IS ·dead; otherwise no human 
~~eing_ ·~ould · wi

1
thout cause :·wis~ to· die o~ a. burning pile, as there is nothing ~o. 

· ~4ear_· lo :human 11ature as hfe. Although .1t IS contr~ry to }aw tha~ a Brahmm 
woman .. should burn without the body of her husband, yet this authonty does not 
-apply . t? . such cases . as !he present. ~~ must ·be admitted ~~at , t~e . greatest 
~~of~~n··vu~uous ·resolve~, 1s th~t of a w1do~, who. forms the mtent10n of self .. 
:~acr.I.fice on· the .death of her· lord. Har1ta says, the anoomurrurl, or dying 
·after her hvsband~ of a Brahmin woman, is a nityadhurma, or eternal virtue; and it 
appears in other tex~s, · that .the sacrifi_ce ~.o~~tit~t~s a tem~oral virtue ( c~mya 
dhurma). The death 1s the prmdpal means of acqumng such virtue; and t~e mode 

· :of doing it, &s ebtering into· fire-, and the other' ceremonies, 'are secondary; and 
~wherever; in·an eternal duty, 'a temporal on'e'is neglected~ the 'fruit of ttu(farmer is 
not lost; consequently, the death of the woman by ascendmg the burmng pile, under 
~ny circUinstd'nces, i·s legal. Although,it is stated i~ the question tha( the husba~d's 

·elder and younger brothers consented to the act, this appears to be a mere assertion 
of the prosecutor, but not acknowledged «by the defendants, who a1lege that they 
forbade her several dme;s ; and admitting that they consented to her act, yet it does 
not follow that their consent operated as an order to her, provided she had no. 
jntentioq of becoming a suttee, as there is no possibility, according to the general 
opinion, of a suicide< being committed by the direCtion of others. It is a gene~al 

· practice 
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practice that he who intends to die is always dissuaded by h,is friends.: ··Here the BENGAL. 
authority of those individuals should be interposed ·thus far; that when ·a woman '~· 
wants to become a suttee, they should first forbid her; and when they believe that 
she is determined to persevere in ascending her husband's pile, and their remon· 
strailces do not meet with her attention, if they consent to the suicide, they· cannot 
be looked upon in the light. of murderer~. l\foreover, if it sh~uld' be established 
that they supplied wood and fire, yet it may be, coatended, that when she did not 
attend 1o their dissuasions, it became incumbent on them to supply wood for her 
burning, with or without her husband's bod,y, as she was then unable to procure 
the materials for herself. Notwithstanding that the dea~h effected by ascending the 
pile, in this insta~ce, is ~he means of salvation in the next world, yet thi~ sort of 
practice of suicide, without being certified of the husband's death, is· unusual and 
disapproved of in this world. In performance of such act, therefore; the aCtors 
incurred a slight sin. The person ·who set fire to the pile will perform two chan-
drayana penances, and the other who heaped on the wood should do one of. those 
penances; and they are liable to punishment by the ruling authority for ·their 
assistance to the suttee without his permission. The punishment is, :that the ·person 
whq set fire will be fined with t,o8u puns of cowrees,·and the ot~er who heaped on 
the wood with half that amount." · ' 

The futwaof two of the law-officers of the Nizamut Adawlut, convicting .the 
prisoner Ram Dut, .Brapmin, of having given fire Mussummaut Guneshea, . and 
heaped straw upon the pile, and the prisoner Balgobind, Brahmin, of having pre
pared wood and other th~~gs with a view to Guneshea's becoming.a suttee, declared 
the two prisoners liable to acoobut, according to the degree of their respective 
.offences. ' 

By t~e court, C. Smith (secon.d judge): ~' The suttee .being Qy the answer of our 
pundits declared legal, even though the woman did not burn herself upon the 
funeral pile of. her husband, I do not see how the charge against the prisoners of 
having been concerned hi a s~ttee contrary to ~he. shaster·.ca~ ~e ·supported. '!he 
rules promulgated by· the Ntzamut Adawlut m the begmnmg of 1815 certamly 
deClared such a suttee to· be illegal in the wife of a Brahmin, as Guneshea in this 
case was; but those rules may not hav:e contemplated, they certainly do not mention, 
the case of a mi~sing hus.band, with regard to whom the wife is firmly persuaded 
that he is dead, without knowing where he died and where his corpse may be. In 
those instruction~, and in the preceding ones. issued in Apri1·1813, I find no penalty 
prescribed for assisting in a legal suttee without having given information. to the 
police. I ~m of opinion, therefore, that the prisoners should be released without 
punishment. The essence of the charge being that the prisoners acted illegally 
according to their own law, no sentence of punishment can ·consistently be ·issued 
without confirming that part of the charge, and how do this ·in· the· teeth ·of ·the 
present vyuvustha? I · do .not think the former orders ·contemplated the· case . of 
a woman burning whose· husband was not positively known· to,. be dead ; at,tleast 
I can find nothing in them direct to such a case.'' W. Dorin (fourth judge) :'"The 
fact that' these two· men assisted in the suttee of Guneshea, their :tbsent ·brother's 
wife, is clear. He appears to have been a Brahmin, and absent six years; and the 
wife suddenly says she has dreamerl he is dead, and means to burn. There is no 
intelligence of his death; and for what we· know, he may be now'·alive. The de
fendants, in their share of the transaction, seem to· have acted under the decided 
influence of superstition, and from no discoverable motive of private ·malice.' If ·it 
was an illegal sut_tee (as it probably was), it would I think be wrong and impolitic 
to let them off; though I see no reason why we· should bear hard on them. It :js 
in vain to think that sentences of this court are to put a stop to suttee ;111 that must 
be done, if. done at all, by an absolute prohibition from the government.· Tne · 
vyuvustha circulated as a guide throughout the country ort the 4-th January 1815, 
(marked No. 5,) declared expressly that a Brahmin wuman could not burn without 
the body of her husband, though other castes might. 'The pundits now say the 
contrarv, in a vyuvustha containing a ·strange· m)xture of nonsense ani! contradic-• 
tion. I iQcline to follow the first vyuvustha, "a!Jd woul~ ~djudge two years impri
sonment to each.'' W. ll.._Martin (fifth jpdge): ''Although I am clearly of ppi11ion 
that the suttee· was illegal, u.nd tha~ the consideratiohs stated ift the • vyuvustha 
recently delivered by the pundits are quite insufficient to fur.nish' any justification of 
the act 6f which the prison~rs have been corivi~ted, yet under all the circunistap~es 
of the ca.Se,. and with reference to the probable infiu'epce of sulierstitious notions. on 

178. D 3 their 



14 CO~I~U_NICATION~ AND_ CORR~PO~DEi'{CE 

BENGAL.. their minds, I have no objection to concur in the moderate punishment ptoposed by 
'----- the fourth judge." A sentence of two yea..""S impri:::onment on each of the prisoners 

was issued accordingly. 

v. 
Government ogai:Mt Sumam Tewarry : 

· Charge ;. -- ~Iurder . .... 
THE trial of the prisoner came on at the first sessions of 1823, for zillah 

Goruckpore. This was a case of irregular suttee,. in which the woman Dilkowaree~ 
being of the Brahminical tribe, was burned immediately on r:eceiving intelli!rence 
of her· husband's death, indeed on the same day that he diai, but without his 
body, his obsequies huing been performed where be died. She was about 16 years 
of age, .and was taken from her own father's village, where she li'"ed, to that of 
the prisoner Sumam Tewarry, \Vho was the father of the deceased husband. He 
prepared the funeral pile; and!. after 1'ihe had ascended it, he placed wood all 
around her. The darogha, a Hmdoo, was present, and instead of interferina to 
prevent, gave him permission to bum the woman, and he then set tire to the Pite. 
It· appeared that her husband died at a village about ttro koss from the place 
where the suttee occurred. There·were only tWo witnes...--es, Shunker Tewany and 
Roochye Tewarry, brought forward, who concurred in the above· facts. The 
defendant l:trged ·in his defence that he endeavoured to dissuade the woman from 
burning; ~ut there could be no doubt that he fired the pile wilfully, with the 
intention of. causing her death. . · 

The law officer of the court of cit·cuit gave a fum-a, barrina kis<::as and deeut, 
but declared the prisoner liable to punishment by seasut. 1: referrina the case, 
the judge of circuit ?bserved, that the suttee.~ quite irregular; th~t the ca..~ 
should not go unpunished; but ·that the penmss10n of the thanadar to go on with 
the ceremony, and the absence of malice prepense, remof'ed the worst teatures of 
the crime. . He added, that imprisonment for not less than four years, with or 
without labour, might be_an appropriate punishment. 
~ ·The futwa of the law officers of the Nizamut Adawlnt was similar in effect to 
that of the court below. 
· ·By the court, C.' Smith {second judge) : '' I do not see that the prisoner has 

violated the usage of the country, which our vyurustha declares to be paramount 
to the letter of the law. To attend to the futwa in these cases, any further than as 
it finds the fact, is perfectly absurd. The charge i:;, that the prisoner acted con
trary to the sbaster. It: then, the law of the mooftees is inapplicable ; if what 
·b-as been done is consonant to usage; and if usage is superior to the naked doctrine 
~f the Hindoo law, as that law itself acknonledges, how has the prisoner offended, 
and by what code would yo~ punish him? To p~nish men with imprironment for 
two years, or five,. or any other terr:c, for having 'fiolated a circular order not yet 
reduc~ in~o a· printed regulation (see the ·preamble to Regulation XU. 1 i93), 
.ap~ to me positif'ely illegal ; and I question whether, prior to this month of 
June, such !J. ppnisbment was ever awarded by the Nizamut Adawlut. It is quite 
obvious that a circular order can have no ruidity at all, but as it confinns and 
:enforces the existing law. If it contradicts the law as it is. or promulgates any 
new law, it is in itself fundamentally illegal, and C3nn.Ot therefore be binding 
upon the community. I am for acquitting the prisoner."' 

J. ShakesP.fU (third judge): "I concur in the acquittal, as no no!ence appe:us 
to hav~ been· used towards the woman, and the prisoner was probably not :~ware 
~at he was viol~.ting any Jaw. I differ, howe1er, from th_e second judge in regard 
to the wording ot the sentence, and doubt whether we ought, on the vyarustba of 
pur pundits, to recognize the usage as paramount to the letter of the l..nv. The 
.vyuvustha too ~~ I apprehend, at.Yariance with the vyuru.stha before circulated on 
this subjecL ~ • . 
.. W. Dorin (fourth judge): u I do noJ ~C'!'ee mth the second or third judges. 
J think the qu.e~tion whether the suttee was an m~~li one or not (a Brahminee 
-woman burning n~thotit the body of her husband) is to be judged of by the 
nuvusthas obtained by this court some years back, and circub.ted for general 
~idana; as conta~uing the asce_rb.ined hw o.:1 ~qe suhject. ~Ve are not, i t~i!'lk,. 

~ • . . t.) 
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• 
'to ~be taking new vyuvustl1as now, on the points then considered as the law! after ·BENGAL. • 
due , inquiry. One of those vyuvusthas declared a suttee, under the ctrcum- '--......,--..J 
stances of that in question, to be illegal ; I th~refore think the defendant in this 
case liable to punishment for· having assisted at an illegal suttee.· I would not 
. bear hard on him, though I think it would not be politic or pfopet to let him- off 
entirely. ·It is to be observed in his favour, that th~ police darogha, w_ho, · a~cord-
_ing to the promulgated orders, should have. stopped ~is suttee,. was present, and 
did no such thing, 'nor told the defendant It was agamst the promulgated rule~ 
~The macristrate has called on him to answer for it. Still I hold it to be the law, 
and the 

0
defendant's ignorance of the law no plea." 

W. Leycester (chief judge): ''I agree with our fourth judge in thinking the 
act of the prisoner a proper object of punishment. In·doing so we are not acting 
under any circ:ular order; and in not punishing we should be acting directly 
·contrary to' section· 16, Regulation XXVIII.· of 1803 .. I would suggest a ·mode· 
·rate punishment; and as there are two judges for acquitting and two for convicting, 
the case must go before a fifth judge." · · · · . . , · · 

'\V .'B. 1\Iartin (fifth judge): " lt appears to me that by the criminal law of the 
-country, the fact of assisting at an illegal suttee is punishable. at the discretion of 
·the ruling- power. . Under what circumstances a. suttee shall or .shall not be consi,. 
dered as illegal, is a question for the solution of which recourse must be had to the 
·authorities on Hindoo law. The law officers of the Nizamut ~dawlut have 
accordingly described the nature of those circumstancrs, and have distinguished 
the predicament which constitutes a legal suttee from those which deprive it of that 
character,-and render it unwarranted· by the written law. The Nizamut Adawlut 

·have circulated the opinions so delivered· by the.la w officers for the guidance of the 
·local a\tthorities, and I think that we are bound to adhere to them in all cases of 
. this nature which may be referred to us for adjudication. Upon these principles 
".I am of opinion that the prisoner Surnam · Tewarry is a proper. object of punish~ 
ment; but as there are circumstances of extenuation in his case, I ·would sug§est 
the limitation of it to imprisonment without labour for the period of one year.' ·. 

The. fourth judge concurring, a sentence to ~his effect was issued accordingly. 

VI. 
. . . 

.. · ·Government against Sheo Suhai : · A. D. t8lZ3· 

. Charge • - :Murder . 

. · THIS-trial came on at the first sessions fo~ 1823, fo.r ~illah cioruckpor~. ·,The 
··prisoner in this case was charged with wilful murder, ;n having burned alive. Mos .. 
. s~mmaut Thooneah, 12 years of age, on. the 24t~ February 1823, on a funeral. pile, 

·, ~Ithout the corpse. 9f her husband, who ~ad died a year and a . half before that 
. time. Oudanee, ~1tness for the prosecutiOn, deposed that one day in the month 

'.:of Phagoon, he saw -Tl;10onea ascend the c:;hitta, and Sheo Suhai, the pdsoner, with 
;·the a~sistance of two others, shut it up on every. side with. wood, after. which' .he 
. fired It; that ·she was 12 years old, and niece oLthe witness; that the. deceased 
.' was burne~ with part of the. wearing apparel. and the. horosc~pe of. her. husband, 
·. w_ho had dted a. year and a half before she 'Yas burne~. Gobmd deposed,.that iu 
.. Phagoon (he d1d not remember the date), a short time after sunrise, Oudanee and 
1 others. prepared a chitta or funeral pile,·_ which Tho'oneah ascended; Sheo Suhai 

. · s!mt up the chitta on one side after it had been previously closed .on the other three 
s1d~s. When she began to curse the prisoner, he threw fire upon t.he chitta from 

. a dtstance. TQere were no urhnr sticks in the chitta. CoQsjcferable delay was 
m~d.e for the arrival of the darogha; but as he did .not arriv.e, she was burned • 

. W1tne~s went to see the show (tumasha). The place is .three miles from the thana, 
· The gt~l was about 12 years old, and her huspand had been dead a.ye\r and a.half. 

The.pnsoner, before the court of circuit, acknowledged his confession before. the 
· ·ma~Jstrate, Qut said he was not in his senses at the. time he made. ·it,. . Th'e. witnesses 
· to .It; however, C!opal Loll' and Hurnam Singh, proved on ortth that he was.· in 
; complete possessiOn of h_is facul~ies_. This conf~ssion before the magi!s_trate recited, 

that Thoonea was the w1fe of h1~ yo~mger brother ; that she resided ~t hei father's 
house, between two and three miles 'from. the village _where h.e hh.nself.lived. , He 
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BENG~. heard.she was going to burn, and went to the place •. At that time Thoonea. had 
~-:-:----''= 1 ·left the house, and gone to the north side of the village, where the wood was piled, 

and asked him, the prisoner, for fire. ·Prisoner said be would not give fire· till the 
police officer came. She again .urged her demand. Prisoner begged her not to 
burn, and said he \vould maintain her; on which she began to curse him, and said, 
~' why do. you injure my futu~e state?" He then put fire in her hand; she lighted 
the; straw, .and was burned. ShE! was 12 .years old. frisoner endeavo1,1red to 
pre:vent her. from burning, but gave fire because she began to curse him. lie did 
not day hold of, her, because he belonged to another Yillage. He did all he co1,1ld 
to prevent her, but she would not mind him. His defence pefore the court of 
circuit was, very: diff~reot. IJe said he had. goRe to the house of the girl's father 
~ith .a coloured .petticoat (as .a. present)~· Qnd to bring her away. Oudap~e, her 
uncle, 'Said he would.not let.her go, as it was an unfort.unate year. Te.n day~ aftey 
this; Oudanee sent.: for him ; .he went there and fQl,lnd drum~ beating ; and to the 
north. of the village.. there· was .a pile prepared, a.nd mat~ put up around O~danee's 
house to keep Thoonea 'from coming out. . He w~nt th~re and sat down to prevent 
ber .coming . out .. ~ilt,tbe ·,_da,ro.gha should come, and .shortly after he saw l;:te~, out of 
the house. ' On :inquiring. bow she got OJJ,t, h.e was. 'to'd by Oud~ee that he had 
taken, her out of a window. Prisoner then went. to the chitta and tried to dissuade 
herJrom burning,.but she persisted, and he begged b~r to wait till the darogha came. 
When: he weQt near her, she forbade hilll to approach. fie denieg gi.ving .. fire, and 
said ; Oudanee threw fire on the chitta. Koorkoot, ~ .witness on the part· of the 
defence., stated .that he saw the suttee ; went:the_re a short time after sunrise; l)aW 
the·chitta, ready •.. Thaonea .ascended the pile and d!:~wanded tlfe, which the pqson~r 
gave from a, distance into her hand, a.nd with which she lighted the chitta •. He g~ve 
·her fire on :the .north side. · .fle saw this fro~ abo.u.t .two pi~was distance, and .there 
were.notabove·three o.&: four persons present.-, Tharp, also a witness fo.r the defenc~, 
.went to Mehodeb, at about one pubur of the day; did not know why the prison~r 
.went there ... Thaonea ascended the chitta and b~gan to ctuse the prisoner, o.n 
which .he put. fir.e into her hand, with which.she light~ the pile and was burne~. 
Prisoner ·gave fire oil the .east side, ~ut witness did opt see on what side Th.o.pnea 
lighted the pile. - . 

In referring the case, the judge of circuit observed that the suttee was altogether 
irregular, for two reasons;' first, the girl being not more than te~ years and· a half 
old at the time of her husband's death, the marriage could not have been consum
mated; and ·secondly, because she was not burned with the corpse. That, by the 
Hindoo customs, the only person who could apply fire to the pile was the prisoner, 
being the nearest relation of her deceased _husband then present, therefore his pre
tence of ~ndeavouring to dissuade her_ was perfectly futile. Had he refused fire, 
there could have been no suttee; ·and for the same reason, it was perfectly ridi· 

_ culous l to. urge, that .he could not. prevent it from occurring before the darogha's 
ariival. He also observed, that the girl was confined within the chitta, so that she 
might.not escape when she felt the flames. That this was a very aggravateii case of 

; irregular suttee; and that, were the perpetrator of the murder to be put to death in 
.a: .similarJ manner, he would only meet his desert. · 
. Q"he: futwa of the law officer of the court of circuit declared the prisoner guilty 

. of mlful murder, but kissas barred, in consequence of the permission of the woman 
~to fire ·the pile. ~n the opinion of the judge of .circuit, he was clearly guilty of wilful 
.murder;. but as he did not believe that the woman's consent continued after she felt 
:the flames, a,nd as egress from the t:hitta was then prevented by the previous act of the 
i prisoner,. aad as it was perfectly clear that the suttee, being irregular, would have 
1 been prevented by the arrival of the police officers, .and was on that account hurried 
_on,. he trusted that the court would not award a less punishment than 14 years 
. imprisonment, with hard labour and irons. The pundit of the Nizamut Adawlut 
being consultecf in this case, declared that any woman above 1 o years old might 

. become a suttee; and that it was allo:wable to any woman, not being p£ the Brah
" minical tribe, to burn on a different pile from that of her husband; that the deceased 
. woman, ~n "this instance, was just1.fiep in performing the sacrmce, on hearing of the 
death of her husband a year and a half .subsequent to that occurrence. 

The fotwa Q.f two of the law officers •of the Nizamut Adawlut, convicting the 
: prisoner Shea Subai Koormee of a misdemeanor; in burning. his brother's wife at 
. her request, declared deeut and kissas to be barred by the consent of the deceased 
to the act, 'and the prisoner to be liable to discretionary punishment by acoobut. 

By the court, C,. Smith (~econd judge) : " I think the whole of this commit. 
• f mcnt 
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ment and trial at once absurd and unjust. It appears to me to be a perfectly BENGAL. 
regular suttee, and the prisoner to be altogether blameless. I am of opinion, that '"------' 
the prisoner should be acquitted." 

J. Shakespear (third judge): "I do not concur in the o~inion expressed by 
our second judge .. The age specified in the circular orders, wfiich 'are founded on 
. the vyuvusthas of our pundits, is 16 years. This girl was only '12 at the time of the 
suttee, and her husband had been dead one ye;r and a half. I do not believe the 
pundits know much about the signs of puberty, or that any child of 10 years old 
could show such·signs. I think the prisoner guilty, and that he should be punished 
by some period of imprisonment not exceeding seven years." 

W. Dorin· (fourth judge): "There seems to have been another ground of ille
gality in this suttee besides the widow having been under t6 years, viz. that she 
burned without the body of her husband, who had been dead a· year and a half 
(apparently in consequence ofsome sudden impulse or freak), and not on receiving 
intelligence of.his death while absent ('Vide vyuvustha circulated 25th June t8t;). 
There seems strong presumption that. his death was known at the time it happened. 
The promulgated orders have stated 16 as the age below which the law does not 
allow a widow to burn. The confession was irregularly taken in the foujdaree, 
which should be remarked. The mode adopted is m express opposition to the cir
cular orders of the 12th December t8og. The confession purports to be before the 
assistant, but the witnesses on the trial declare it was taken before the serishtadar, 
in the serishta. This practice is. highly objectionable. I agree to pass sentence in 
this case, for assisting at an illegal suttee, but without putting it on the ground of 
nonage, at least not specifically so. Three years imprisonment seems to me 

h " enoug •. 
The fifth judge (W. B. 1\fartin) observed, that the widow having been under 16 

years of age, and the suttee .having been, therefore, according to the existing rules, 
irregular, he saw no reason for declining to specify that circumstance distinctly, as 
the ground of adjudging the prisoner to imprisonment for the term of three years • 

. But the third judge concurring in opinion with· the fourth; sentence was issued 
according! y. 

VII. .. 
Government against Gunga Doobe: A.D. 1823. 

. Charge - - Murder. 
. TI-llS trial came on at the first sessions of 1823, for zillah Goruckpore. The 
crime alleged ~gainst the prisoner was. that of having burned alive 1\fussu~maut 
Kubootree, a gult2 years of age, the w1dow of Purbhoo Doobe. The first Witness, 
Dusseen, deposed that he saw the whole affair;· that in the month of Kooar, on 
the festival of Anunt, he saw her burned with the corpse of her husband, who was 
adult; that the prisoner in vain endeavoured to dissuade K~bootree from burning; 
but that he ultimately fired the pile, which was square, ·and that wood was piled 
round her, after she h3;~ ascended it, by the prisoner. . Doonee Doobe,- the grand
father of Purbhoo Doobe~ deceased, deposed that he did not remember when the 
deceased was married, nor bow old she was; and that when his grandson died, she. 
was burned with him : he added that he did not ~emember deposing that she was 
12 years ·old at the thana, but that he knew she bad slept with her husband; that 
Gunga Doobe fired the pile, and that ten or twelve persons were present. 

Dhoom Singh, Rambuksh, and Hyder Ally, proved the prisoner's confession. 
They stated that it was not taken before the magistrate or his assistant,• but in the 
office; it was, however, confirmed again before the magistrate or his assistant on 
the 2gth of May, the officers of the. ~ourt who took the confessicu:t being in attend
ance. Ameeroollar, the serishtadar, proved the confession, which was taken before 
him by Lucbmun Pershaud in' the office. Luchmun Persbaud proved that he too~ 
the confession. The confession of the pris.cmer ·was to the ~ffect thft Kubootre'i 
was 12 years old, ~nd the wife of his younger. brother; that he tried to dissuade her 
from ·burning in vaih; 'that she was burned while the 'gorait went to the thana, and 
that he fired the pile because she began 'to curse him for' his refusal. ' · 

The futwa of the. law officer of the court of circuit convictt!d the prisoner of 
burning alive Kubootree, agirl twelve years old, but deClared kissas barred on the 
ground of the deceased's permission of the act of firing the piie. The judge of cir
cuit concurred in opinion as to the prisoner's being' guilty <.i wilful murder, but 

'78. · · · C · · · · · · 'differed 
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:BENGiL. differed as to· the circumstance which the hnv officer brought forward to bar kissas. 
~ He observed : " The permission to light the pile can only bar kissas, inasmuch as 

it infers the cons~nt and willingness of the party killed to be put to death ; but it is 
not to be imagiped ~hat after the fire had reached the woman, she was still consent
jog to such a horridly painful death. Moreover it appears in evidence that ~\'OOd 
was heaped round her after she,haq ascended the pile; and this would preveqt her 
from leaving it when she felt the fire, which we are compelled to believe she would 
have done if she could. Moreover the circumstance of hurrying over the ceremony 
before the arrival of the darogha, who might have" delayed or prevented it, argues. 
a predetermination to burn the woman, which fully contradicts all the alleged dis.:. 
suasions of the prisoner." On these groun4s he recommended that the sentence 
should aLnouot to at least seven years imprisonment with labour. . 
. The futwa of the law officers of the Nizamut Adawlut declared the prisoner~ 

Gimga Doobe, convicted of a misdemeanor, in having assisted at the suttee of. his · 
· brother's wife, and liable to discretionary punishment by acoobul The second 
judge of ihe Nizatriut Adawlut put a question to the.pundits ~fthe court, as to the 
·legality or ot~erwise ~f the sacrifice, supposing the girl to have been not more_ than 
12 years. old; to wh1cli they answered, that the sacrifice was perfectly legal, the 
.signs b'f· puberty generally appeating about the tenth year. On the receipt of this 
opinion, the second judge observed : '' I think in this case, as I thought in that of 
S_heo Suhai, that the commitment and trial are at once absurd and unjust; and 
I am pf opinion that the prisonet: should be released without punishment.'J · 
· J. Shakespear (third judge) : '' I am of opinion that the prisoner in this case is 

de-serving of punishment fot burning a girl of 12 yeats of age. The circumstances 
unde~ which the sut~ee w~ performed are less reprehensib~e than those which 
are. proved in the separate case of Slieo Suhai. I think therefore that any sentence 
riot exceeding three years imprisonment vt:ill be proper." . 

· . W.' Dorio (fourth judge): "The ground. of imputed criminality in this case was 
that the widow was only 12 years of age, at wh~se suttee the defendant assisted~ 
But it is remarkable that the fact of her age being 12 is not at all satisfactorily proved 
in evidence ; all the evidence to it on the trial is an indirect allusion in the foujdatee 
confessipn, by no means a plain admission of the age. One witness (Doonee) on 
the trial, says he does· not know what her ~ge was, and does not recollect having 
stated it at 12 before the darogha. The darogha, in his report, mentions this wit. 
ness to have stated i,t at 12, (if his report be now as he sent it in);_ but it will .be 
observed that the word has been subjected to erasure or alteration, and looks 
dpqbtful; therefore; before I could assume ber age to have been onlv 12, I should 
require· further proof to that fact, especially as this is the only ground· of imputing 
a crltne to the defendant : i 6 has been assumed by the court, in the instructions to 
police daroghas, under date the 5th December 1812 (see page 78, Nizamut cir
cula.r orders), as the age below which suttee is illegal; but I do not find ·that any 
vyuvustha has expressly stated this age. The vyuvustha (vide page 88) states under 
'the age of puberty; and this court have construed to be 16.. According to 
the digest, 16 does seem the age assigned as the term of Hindoo civil mino .. 
rity; but if maturity of body be intended, it may be doubted whether in 
this country women are not mature before that age; I do not find that the 
·prohibitions have been proclaimed, and therefore I look on them only so far 
binding as they may be considered good Hindoo law, and I would take to be good 
law every thing the court then co~idered as such, under the sanction of a vyu. 
vusth~ notwithstanding anything the pundits may now·say to the contrary. As to 
the ·age o! 16, I have no doubt as to the policy and propriety of co~tinuing to 
prevent sutte~s of females below that age, where the pohce can do It; but the 
question now is, whether assisting at such a suttee is to be punished as a crime in 
Hindoo law. I a>ill agree either to acquit in this case (which will get rid of the 
difficulty), or to send for further evidence if a majority of the cotitt deem it desirable. 
It was Mr. Colebrooke, ·I understand, who inserted 16 in the circular orderS. 
'There is a0c opinion by the pundit of the supreme court apparently agreeing with 
that now given by our pundits. lh the regulation proposed by :Mr. Haringtoo, he 
assumed 1.6 as the age. See the draft of jt on our records." 

By the fifth Jud.ge. (~V. B. :Martin): " The illeg~lio/ of th~ suttee, and con
sequently the comm1sswn 'Of the offence eharged agamst the pnsoner, depend on 
the doubtful fact of the precise age of the dece~ed widow. With regard to this 
_fact, fur\her evidence ought, ~ think, to be required ; but if the result of that evi
;-d~ncc ~bould prove ie hot to have e~ceeded the 1\ge ·specified. in ·the <;barge, I should 

· be 
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be inclined to CQJ1cur in tl!e ~eptence proposed by the third judge; because, inde- BENGAL. 
pendently of t~e limitation of the age of 16 in the circular orders of the Niza.mut ~ 
.. Adawlut, it appears to me to be unreasonable to suppose that a female at the 
tender age of 12 years can be·capfl,ble of the discernment, and of exercising that 
full maturity of judgment, which the nature of the ceremony nQ les,c; than the pre• 
s¢nt construction of the law apparently requires as the c~ndition necessary to justify 
the immolation.'' · · • • 

The age of the d~ceased woman· having subsequently been ascertained not to 
have exceeded 1.2 years, the following sentence was passed, (present, J. Shake:spear 
and 'V. Dorin): " The court concur in the conviction ; and deeming the prisoner. 
guilty of having assisted &t ~n illegal suttee; ~he widow (who was very young) 
having burned without the body of her husbanrl, who was known to have been dead 
one year and a half, and. not on receiving intelligence of his death while absent ; 
Qnder an the drcu~nl:)taoc;es~ the -court sentence tpe prisoner to be imprisoned, with 
labour, for three years from this date. Tpe court observ~, that the foujdaree ~on
fession of the prisoner, purporting to h.ave be~n taken before :Mr. Currie, the 
assistant to the magistrate, is declared by witnesses on the trial to have been ta~en 
before one of the native officers, which, supposing it true, is highly objectionable, 
and contrary .tq the circular orders of the .Niz~mut Adawlut, bearing date the 12th 
December 18og. -The magistrate of .Goruc~pore will submit an explanation on 
tpis point from his assistant, with any reroarks. he may himself tJ.ave .~ offer 01;1 the 
subject. .. • 

VIII. 
Government against Juddoona~h and two others:. A.D. 1824-

Charge ~ ~ Assisting at an illegal suttee. 
THE prisoners, Juddoonath, Parusnath, and Pershaud Chowdhree, were charged * Post-cre~~tio~, 

with burning a woman by anoomurun •, in opposition to the known Hindoo law and in contradistinction 
h 1 · f d · d fi h fli h fi · to sahamurun, or. t ~- regu at1oos o government, an were tne or t at o ence at t e rst se~s10ns con-cremation. : 

of 1814, for zillah Bhaugulpore. The circumstances of the case were as follow :-
One Toofa, the wife of Ramlal Shookul, who died at 1\foorshedabad in November 
1823, on receiving intelligence of his death a few days after at Bhaugulpore, was 
burnt on a funeral pile. .From the evidence adduced on the trial, it appeared that 
the woman insiste~ on performing this act, and that the prisoners endeavoured to 
dissuade her from it. The suttee, notwitnstanding, took place before the police 
arrived at the spot. The woman was the wife of a Brahmin, who, according to the 
Shaster, ought not to have burnt herself anywhere but on her husband's funeral pile, 
a~d ":as only 14 years of age. Juddoonath, her uncle, it appeared, set fire to the 
pile, m the presence of Parusnath, her father, and Pershaud Chowdhree, the 
gomashta, on the part of the zemindar of the village. 

· The ·Iaw officer of the court of circuit declared in ·his futwa that the prisoners 
were convicted only of acting contrary to the ·orders of government, in allowing the 
woman to be burnt. In this futwa, the judge of circuit observed that he did not 
agree, as it was proved that J uddoonath actually set fire to the pile, however 
much he might be justified in so doing by the customs and religion of the Hin
doos : he therefore referred the case for the final orders of the superior court. 

The futwa of the law officers of the Nizamut Adawlut, convicting the prisoners 
Juddoonath Misser, Parusnath Misser, and Pershaud Chowdhree, of assisting in the 
suttee of Mussummaut Toofa, declared them liable to acoobut for the offence. . 

The court (present, C. Smith), concurring in the futwa, and advCfrting·to all 
the circumstances of the case, sentenced. ,the prisoners, J uddoonath Misser, Parus .. 
nath Misser, and· Pershaud Chowdhree, to be confined without ~abour and· irons 
for th~ term of six months. · • · 

IX • 
• • • 

Government.agai1Jst Ajoodhia Miss~r: 
Charge .. • Assisting at an illegal Suttee.. • 

· THE prisoner was charged with having assjsted in burning, on the funeral pile 
of her husband, .1\fusst. Deokowera, the mother of two infant chHdren, 1\nd tried 
for that offence at the secol).d sessions of 1824, {or zilla~ Goruckpore. The 

. 178.. C 2 · . · .woman 

• 
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BENGAL.· .,woman was the wife t>f Zorawar Singh, the uncle of the prisoner. It was dearly 
~ proved by the evidence· that she was burned with her own consent, and that the 

pliwner endeavoured to dissuade her from doing so, promising to take proper care 
of her during her life ; but that she refused to listen to his entreaties and mounted 
the pile, when •the eprisoner, by her ·direction, set ·fire thereto. The illegality of 
this suttee consisted in the fact of its having taken place without information having 
been given to the police in time to•allow them to be present and make the nece~.· 

C· 

.gary inquiries, and the circumstance of no written engagement having been entered 
into for the maiQtenance of the youngest child of the deceased woman, whose age 
was but two years. J'he prisoner on his trial acknowledged the fact, but pleaded 
ignorance of any ·degree of criminality attached thereto. 

The law officer of .the court of ci:rcuit convicted the prisoner of the crime 
charged, and dec1ared him liable to acoobut, for doing a prohibited act. The 
judge of cit:cuit concurred with the futwa; and, in referring the case for the final 
.orcJers.of the court of Nizamut Adawlut, recommended that the prisoner should 
be sentenced to a limited period of punishment. 
· The futwa of the.lawofficers of the Nizalllut Adawlut convicted the prisoner 

?f. haviri~· s~t fire to . t~e. funeral pile ~n. 'Yhich his. uncle's. widow, leaving two. 
mfant children, burnt w1~h )~er husbands corpse; and declared that, as this wru; 
done by the' consen~ ,of the. said. widow,. kissas and deeut were both barred, but 
that the ·pri~o~.er .was liabl~ to discretionary. punishme?t by acoobut, for having.· 
done·a prohtbtted act and disobeyed the supreme authonty •. 
. . The court of Nizamat Adawlut (present, C. Smith, Qfficiating chief judge), on 

consideration· of this futwa, and the circu.mstances of the c.ase, particularly ·the· 
length of time the prisoner bad been in. confinement between commitment and the. 
date of the final sent_ence (nearly J, 1 wonths), thought it su,ffident to sentence him 
to be imprisoned in ~e zillah gaol, without labour and irons, for the period of one
month from the day on which the sentence should be communicated to him by the 
. magistrate. · 

X. 
Government rigaimt ·Ram Purson and Bul :Misser : 

. Charge -'. -. Assisting 3:t an illegal Suttee. 
I 

'. THE prisoners were charged with the murder of 1\Iusst. Buktee, a girl aged nine
years (and tried for that offence at the second sessions of 1 H24, for zillah Goruck ... 
pore), by burning her. The first prisoner, Ram Pursun, was the son of Bul.Misser11 

and the girl Bnktee, his daughter, had been married to a Brahmin named 
Geerdhari, who died at his village, about six coss from the residence of Ram Pursun,. 
in whose house the girl still resided. At the time of the death of Geerdhari the 
girl was but nine years old, and the marriage had not been consummated. The 

· body of Geerdhari was burned where he died, by his relations, and his turbau and 
juneo (or Brahminical thread) were sent to-the house of the prisoner Ram Purson 
Misser, who prepared a pile, on which his daughter burned, holding in her hand 
tpe turban and juneo of h'er husband. There·was no proof that force was resorted 
to, to compel the girl to burn ; it was even stated by some of the witnesses that 
Ram Purson endeavoured to dissuade her: he however set fire to the pile after 
she had ascended it, and the other prisoner was present. The sacrifice was hig~ly 
improper and illegal, on two accounts : first, from the tender age of the gtrl,. 
which would not .admit of the idea of her free agency and voluntary devotion; 
and secondly,. the absence of the body of the husband, which was previously 
lmrnt, without the existence of any impediment to its being preserved for the cere".. 
monv; it being laid down in the Shaster, that the female under the age of puberty 
is not permitted to burn, and the ·wife of a Brahmin cannot burn on any other chitta. 

· or funeral pile than that of her husband, and suttees under such circumstances 
being strictlyc prohibited by the circular ord'ers of the Nizamut Arlawlut issued with 
the sanction of government. • · ' 

The· fu\wa of the law officers of. the. court of circuit, and of the Nizamut 
Adawlut, convicted both prisoners of aiding in the suttee of the daughter of the 
first prisoner, contrary to orders, and declared them liable to discretionary punish
ment by acoobut . The judge of circuit concurred with the futwa of his law officer, 
an4 re~ommended that the prisoner Rarn Purson Misser, who appeared to have 
been tb(e chief agent 'in the illegal tran~action, should be punished with ·severity; 

, . . and 
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and that th•e prisoner Bul Mis~er, who had been less active, and was very old and BENGAL. 
feeble and nearly blind, :should be.let off with a slight degree of punishment. ~ 

The comt of _Nizamut Adawlut (present C. Smith), in consideration of all the 
circumstances of the case, sentenced the prisoner Bul Misser (in consideration of 
his advanced age) to be imprisoned without labour and irons for .the .period of one 
month· from the. day· on ·which, the sentence was passed ; and the prisoner Ram. 
Pursun Misser to be imprisoned without labou, and irons for the period of one 
year from the same date.. · · 

Government against Fukeera, Shubratee, and Nurkoo, 

. C_harge - - Buryi~g alive Mussummat Austornee. 

· AT the second sessions of 181g, for zillah Gorukhpore, these prisoners were 
brought to trial. The case, as ·stated· in the letter of reference by the circuit judge, 
was briefly as follows :- . , 

The husband of the woman Austoornee was nephew to the prisoner Fukeera ; 
both husband and wife were grievously affected with the leprosy; the fingers of both 
had dropt off; and in this miserable state the former died; ·and was carried to the 
grave by the latter~ who threw herself into it, and by her own desire was buried with 
him by the three prisoners. • 

Fukeera and N urkoo are feeble wretched looking objects, aged about 50. Shu·· 
bratee is a hale Moos~lm~un fukeer, about 30, and would appear to be the spiritual 
guide of the village in which this abomination occurred. The futwa convicts the 
three of burying Austoornee alive at her own request; and I concur in the judg
ment. It may be proper to observe that no benefit could possibly accrue to the 
survivors from the destruction of the woman; she died in the utmost poverty. 
The fukeer received the sheet with which the corpse of the husband had been· 
covered ; but this was his perquisite at any rate, and needed not the second death to 
secure it to him • 

. The final order of the Nizamut Adawlut (present S. T. Goad,· fourth judge) was 
as follows : · 

The prisoners Fukeera, Shubratee and Nurkoo, have been convicted by the futwa 
of two of the law officers of the Nizamut Adawlut, on strong presumption of 
burying Austoornee (a confirmed leper) alive at her own request in the same grave 
with her husb~n·d, and declared liable to discretionary punishment by tazeer : the 
court, concurring i~ such futwa, sentence the prisoners to six months imprisonment 
from this date. · 

Extract of Bengal Political Consultations, the 26th May 1826. 

Extract of a Letter from Gerald Wellesley, Esq., R~sident at Indoor, to the 
Chief Secretary to Government, dated the 12th April 1 826. 

I All concerned to have to report, for the information of government, that 
Tantiah J ozh, the minister of this durbar, died s~me days ago, after an illness 
o( several weeks, during the latter part of which he was attended with every care, 

·but in vain, by Dr. Dalgairns of the Bombay establishment, who came over from 
Mow for the purpose at Captain Alves' request, myself being absent on a tour at 
the time, and Dr. Gordon, the medical officer on duty at the· residency durin(J 
Mr. Wilson's absence on leave, being alon~ with me-. • 

0 

I returned to Indore while he was yet ahve; and as he had repeatedly ex'pressed 
~ desire to see me on finding his end approaching, I proceeded so his house; but 
when I arrived at the door 1 found he had just expired, and nothing but· weeping 
and lamentation an1ong the crowds of people assembled there. However, my 
attendjlnce was not in vain, as it enabled me to,add the weight ·of my exhortatiol\'3 
to those which the best friends of the family are making to divert the widow from 
her declared resolution ta immolate herself with her husband's corpse, and in which 
she persisted with a degree of obstinac~ that for a long time was. proof against all 
the appeals made to her reason and feelings in the endeavoUI' to produce in her 
a change of purpose. The chord, however, was touched at last, and she gave way 
to parental feelings. • 

178. · C 3 Tantiah 

N0.37• 
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\... BEN.:AL. I Tantiah .Jozh remained in possession of his senses to the last, and some hours 
before he expired made a formal declaration of his heir and disposal of his pro
perty. Having no son, he .named his eldest daughter's son, a child about three 
years old, the heir to all his property, with the exception of some specific sums 
which he bequeat~d to several other members of his family; and delivering the 
child into the arms of his wife, charged her with the care of its welfare and 
interests. She is accordingly cbnswered as vested with the guardianship of the 
child, and the charge of her late husband's property and concerns in trust for him; 
and her preservation from the sacrifice which she meditated is considered the pre- · 
servation of the family i~ its substance, since, had she perished, a contention would 
probably have. arisen among the relations for the right to the management, in the 
prosecution of which they would very likely have ruined each other, or at all events 
have fallen into ·the detrimental predicament of a family divided against itself. 
Tantiah J ozh left a nephew and other relations on the male side, who would have 

No. as. 

. neen entitled to tqe inheritance had he not formally mimed his daughter's son· his. 
heir; and it is surmised t.hat those" relations would have been well pleased if the 
widow's intention of sacrificing herself had been fulfilled, as it would have left open 
a pro~pect of their falling into the control of the property, not to add that it would 
nave given eClat to the funeral rites of their deceased relative. 
· ,· Tantiah J ozh js s~pposed to. have died worth half a crore, a .large proportion of 
which is laid out in the hands of agents at Indore, Orijein, . KotahJ J odhpore, 
Jjepore, Gwafiar, Benares, Hydrabad, Poona, Bombay, &c. and may not be ~asy 
to realize. There. does not seem to exist any imputation against him of having 
made his fortune by illegiti.mate means or inconsistently with his duty as minister of 
Holkar's estate, at least since. the establishment of the present relations with us, 
though no doubt he.deriv~d great advantages from holding that station in the,pro
secution of his private concerns. It may in short be said of him tM.t.be at orice. 
raised ·the , state of which he was miQister from an almost desperate state .of 
depression and embaqassmen~ to one of substantial prosperity and respectability, 
.and his own fortune to a princely magnitude: such a character could not fail of pos
Be:l~ing considerabl~ weigQt and influence, nor si'nk "into the grave without the event 
·creating a sensation in the region in which he moved ; the public sen~iment too 
seems to .J>e· one of respect and esteem for his character. · 
· !fhe: l\laharajab, I am happy to -say, and more particularly the Bye his mother, who 

exercises a considerable degree of influence oyer him, have shown a very .satisfac
tory disposition on. the occasion. The Maharajah himself is considered to have 
entertained, more respect than partiality for Tantiah J ozh, arid appeared to take his 
illness and death but little to heart, but the Bye cherished more friendly feelings 
towards him ; she behaved with a_great deal of kind attention to him during his ill
ness and at his death, and used her best endeavours in person to dissuade the widow 
from becoming suttee, doing every thing to comfort and assure her in the spirit of 
an amiable disposition; · · 

- . 
Extract of a Letter tram th.e Chief Sec_retary to Government to 1\fr. Gerald 

'Vellesley, dated 16th 1\fay 1826. . . 

The Governor General in council sincerely laments the death of so able and dis
tinguished a minister a.S Tantiah J ozh, who appears to have thoroughly understood 
the .principles of.the alliance between the two_ states, and to have uniformly exerted 
himself in the faithful discharge of the duties and obligations attaching to the govern
ment of· Holkar, under the treaty of 1818. 

Your proceedings, in every stage of the above arrangements, are entirely ap.t. 
proved by the Governor General in council, and his Lordship in council is highly 
gratified by the ·conduct of the Maharajah and Bhoee, as described ~n your 
despatches. r 

· Copy 
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Copy of a Letter fro~ the Vice Pre~ident i~ Council to the Court of .Directors, 
. . dated the 10th of April1828. . . 

- . . 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the 

United Company of :Merchants of England tr&.ding to the East Indies. · 

BENGAI: 
~· 

Honourable Si-rs, . Judicial De~attmen~-Lower Provincet;: 

W h th h to acknowledge the receipt Letter from Reg-.strar N1zam~t Adawlut, and Enclo· 
_ e ave e onour , sur~s, 27th Oct. 1826. 

of your honourable Courts despatch under date the Ditto •• ditto, 13th Oct. 18116. 
25th July 1827, and to transmit to -your honourable Mr. Bayley's Mi,nut,e! 13th Jan. 1827. 
Court copies of the reports of suttees for the years ~r. Harrmgton s (htto, and Draft of Regulation, 

8 d 8 6 . d s:: th t f N' nt 18th Feb. 1827. 
I. 25 an 1 2 , rece1ye tro~ e cour 0 JZa!fl The Vice-President's Minute, at March 18!!7· 
Adawlut, together with c?ptes of our resolutiOns 'Letter written to t~e Secretary to the Governor· 
passed thereon, and of various_ other documents on Gener_al, Mr. Mackenzxe, ,ut ~arch 1827. 
the same subject recorded on our proceedings of the - The Governor-Genet:al 8 MJ~ute, 18th March 1827. 
*' • ' Letter from Belah Jomt Mag1strate, 5th May 1827. 

6th ulUmo. Letter from Registrar Nizamut Adawlut, and Enclo· 
2. For the opinions entertaine? b~ your late surea, 19th O~t.1~27. 

Governor-General and the members of the Board Mr.-Bayley s Mmute, !28th Nov. 18~7. 
respectively on the- expediency 'Of direct interfer- Sir c. T. Metcalfe's Minute! 29th Dec. 1827. 

· ' " h · f b t 1.' The Governor-General's Mmute, 4th Jan. 18z8. 
· ence m suppressmg t e rite o ·suttee, we ~g o re1er Resolutions paseed on the 28th Feb. 1828. 

your honourable Court to the sever~l mmutes re- Mr • .Bayle:y's Minute, ad M~rrh 18~8. 
corded on our ·proceedinO'S, · Letter wntten· to the Reg~strar Nxzamut Adawlut, 

It · · tl b d~">b ho o bl Court · !28th Feb. 1828. . 3· Is JUS Y o serve Y your n ura e ' L tte 'tt t S ta t G t t F t · h d h d · k 1 d h f £: r wn en o ecre ry o overnmen a or m t e espatc un er ac now e gm~nt, t .at one ? St. George, 28th Feb. 1828. 
the difficulties attendant on. the consideratiOn of this Ditto· • 'ditto, Bombay, 28th Feb. 1828. 
question arises from the difference of opinion which 
prevails amongst the ablest of your public functionaries as to the safety of such 
interference; and when it is considered how many circumstances, independently of 
practical 'observation at1d knowledge of the native character, may influence them in 
forming their judgment on the subject, it becomes extremely difficult to decide on 
the degree of weight which should be attached to the sentiments of each individual, 
and still more so, which set of opinions should be allowed to preponderate. . . 

4· Officers~ who have acquired their experience chiefly in one part of the country, 
from observing the frequent occurrence of suttees, are led to .consider the evil to 
be of so crying a nature that it ought to be put down at all risks, while others in 

. a different quarter, where the rite is rarely observed, think it scarcely deserving the 
hazard of interference. In some districts the dispositions of the people are prone 
to violence, and their minds easily excited ; in others the apathy of their general 
character, and perfect submission to the will of their rulers, precludes any ground 
for apprehension that they would offer the ~lightest opposition to the orders of the 
local authorities. 

5· On perusing the reports now transmitted, your honourable Court will not fail 
to notice with satisfaction that the number _of suttees in 1826 fell considerably 
short of that reported in any. of the four preceding years, and we trust that the 
favourable results of that year warrant our expectation that the _diminution may be 
progressive. ·• . . · .. 

6. In submitting their report of suttees for the year 1827, the court of Nizamut 
Adawlut have been directed to endeavour to ascertain the cause of any extraordinary 
discrepancies which the returns from the local officers may exhibit in the number 
of instances which may have taken place during that year in their respective dis .. 
tricts, compared with other adjoining jurisdictions, as well as the cause of the 
greater prevalence· of the ·practice in the. neighbourhood of Calcutta- than .in other 
parts of the country, in tpe hopes that such explanations may tend to .facilitate our. 
determination on the measures which it may. be deemed expedient to adopt here .. 
after, should our expectation of a gradual diminution of suttees not be realized. 

We have the honour to be,·honourable. Sirs, , 
· Your rhost faithful hu'mble servants, 

. Fort \yilliam, } • (signed) W. B .• Bayley._ 
1oth .Apri11828. , C. T. Metca!ft. 

Geo .. Swinton. 
- . 

· ' Nos. g. to 30: D. 
C4 'Extract , 
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BENGAL. Extract Bengal Judicial Consultations, the 6th March 1828. 

~ 
To Henry Shakespear, 'Esq. Secret!:trY to Government in the Judicial Department· . . ' 

Nizamut Adawlut. Present, : w. L~y- Sir :-. I am directed by the court. of N_izamut Ad~wlut to 
cester, esq .. Chief Judge; Courtney Smith, . transmit to' you, for the purpose of bemg latd before hts Excel
c. T. Sealy, Wil.liam Dorin, and Alexander. lency the Right· honourable the Vice· President in council, the 
Ross, esqrs. Pwsne J1.1dges. accompanying detailed and abstract statements, prepared in 

this. office from the reports of the several magistrates in the Western and Lower . 
Provinces, ~f sutte'es ·which took place in their respective juri~dictions during the 

, p13:st year, and a copy of the remarks and orders of the court thereon. · 
2. I am at the same time desired by the second and fifth judges, Messrs. Smith 

and Ross, to ~equest that· you will submit, for the consideration and orders of his 
.. E~cell~ncy ~I'l council, the . acco'mpanying copies of minutes recorded by· them on 
. the present occasion. The chief and fourth judges beg leave to refer to the minutes 
recorded by .them on -~he suttee report for the year .1820, which accompanied my 
letter under date the 25th May 1821. · 

'Fort William, } I am, &c. 
·the 27th Oct. 1826. (signed)' · W. H. Macnaghten, Registrar • 

.... .. . ' 

Extra~~-·ftom the ~oceedings ~f. t~e Cou!t of Nizamut Adawlut, under date 
the 27.th October, 1826, contammg thetr remarks and orders on the suttee 

· Report' and Statements for the year 1825. . 

Preaent, W. Leycester, esq. Chief Judge;_ 
Courtney S~t~ith, ·C. T. ~ealy, William 
Dorin, and Alexander Ross, esqrs. Puisne 
Judges. 

The court of Nizamut Adawlut having had before them the 
reports of the suttees received, through the courts of circuit, 
from the several zillahs and city magistrates in the Lower and 
Western Provinces, for the year 1825, together with the detailed 

• Total number ·or 
Suttees: 

· and .abstract statements prepared from these reports, recorded 
the following rematks and orders. 

In 1824 • 57!& ' 
18!5 • 639 .. ' . ' 

- 2. The cou11 obsetve that the total number• of Hindoo women ascertained. to 
Incr~~e t?. have been burnt or buried alive in the year 1825 amounts to 639, being 67 more 

tcin1crea.beD1~ ~e.wu than the· number exhibited in the statements of the last year. · 
1 a cutta lVlSlon, . . . . . 

including Cuttack: Th • . . b · • · · · C 
In 18~+ • 373 · 3· e mcrease m detail t of the num er bf suttees .m the dtvtsions of alcutta, 

18!a5 • 398 including OU:ttack, Dacca, Moorshedabad, Patna and Bareilly, and the decrease in 
Increase --;;- the division of Benatcs, ate. noticed in the margin. 

Dacca Ditision t . ... 
In 1824 - 4o 4· The total number for the five last years are, 

1825 - 101 

Increase 61 
1\loorsbedabad 

Division: 
lil18!4 '.. J4 

1825 - u 
l!lcrease 7 

Patna Division ' 
In 18~4 - 4~ 

1825 - 47 - . 
1824 

.. - - ... -
- - .. .. .. 

.. - .. 

654 

583 

515 

"'' - .. - .. 572 

... -
Increase 5 d, • 'h 1 ·,. 

'Bareilly Div~ion-: ; .5· T~e court now procee to notice the suttees 'Yh1c have taken p ace m oppo• 
In 1824 • 1o sttlon to the promulgated rules, and to record their remarks and orders on those 

1825 - ...!.L statements of the magistrates which appear to require them. · · 
Increase 7 · · 

Lower Provinces : Calcutta Division. 
])ecrea&ein deuul; • 
Benares Division : 
lll1824 .. 93 ' 

1815 • ~ 6. A greater . ~umb~t of suttees occ~rred during the past than during the pre. , 
Decrease 3s ceding ~ear, as will< be seen by the margmal .statement t; there does not appear tQ 
t Burdwan. have existed any legal objection to the sacrifices, and the police officers were present 

lD. 1824 • 's6 on every occasion; by their means, one woman was dissuaded from burning her-
1825 • ()3 self. The majority nf the vict\ms included in this statement were of very advanced 
bcreue ~ · · age, 

( 
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. age, and the ages of ~n]y 18 of ~he numh~r fell short o~ 40 years. The ~eceased , BENGAL. 
husbands seem to have ·been In easy Cll'cumstances m almost every mstance, ~ 
although not particularly opulent in. any one case. It is remarkable,_ also, that 

· where little or no property was left, th,e \vidows, .appear to have attamed to an 
advanced age. • 
. The police officers were present at every cas~ of• suttee which occurred in this HooghJy: 
district, with the exception of two. In one instance, from the age of the woman In 181J4 91 
·(Musst. Brunmohee Deby, No. 33 of the Statement) being only fifteen years, the 1825 • 104 
.sacrifice was illegal, and it was the duty of the mohurir, who was present on the Increase 13 
. occasion, to have interfered to prevent it. The court observe that he has been dis-
missed for this failure of duty. According to the classification of the magistrate, 
26 of the deceased husbands are represented as having been in opulent circum
stances, 52 in middling, and 26 in poor circumstances: of the whole number of the 
widows· burnt, which exceeds by ui!le the number sacrificed during the year pre· 
ceding, only 25 were under the age of 40 years. 

The court are happy to observe that the suttees in this district during the past Jessore; 
year have not been so numerous as in the year preceding; no illegality seems to have In 1824 30 
Leen practised. The deceased husbands were in almost every instance in middling 1825 • 16 
circumstances, and of the Brahmin and Kaeth caste·. The greater number of the Decrease 

14 
widows were considerably upwards of 40 years of age. 

The returns from this district exhibi~ a-gradual and rapid decrease; in the year Jungle Mehals: 
1S23 there were 27 female. sacrifices: those that occurred during the past year do In 1824 ; 16 
not,requir~ any particul11r remark. The polic~ officers were present on every occa· 1825 - 9 
-siqn ; th~u existed no legaLobstacle to any of the sacrifices._ The deceased hus- Decrease 

7 bands with one exception were poor and ignorant, and all the women but one were 
very far advanced in years, , · 

In the district of Midnapoor exactly the same number of suttees took place in Midnapoor: 
the last as in the preceding year. The ceremonies all but two were performed in In 1824 22 

the presence of the police officers. The deceased husbands were generally in good . 182·'> - 22 

.circumstances, and the widows, with the exception of five,, considerably advanced 

.in years. The magistrate of Midnapore will be called upon through the court of 
circuit to state under what rule he deemed himself authorized (in the case Sree-
rnutee; No·. 11 of the Statement) to impose a fine of30 rupees on one J onatun 
G hose, for not reporting to the thannah the circumstance of the intended sacrifice. 
No instance of suttee occurred in that part of the district, which is l:iUbject to the 
Jurisdiction of the joint magistrate of N ugivan. . 
: It is gratifying to perceive .a sensible decrease in this district: the sacrifices which Nuddcah: 
did occnr do not seem to have been attended by any disqualifying circumstance, In 18·14 . - 79 
;tnd although not expressly mentioned, .it is presumable that the police officers· were 1825 - Go 

present on every occ!:).sion.. By far the greater number of the deceased husbands Decl'easc 
19 were Brahmit)s (Chutoozeas and llurnoojeas) in comfortable circumstances; the 

widows for th~ most part advanced in years. · 
. T~e~e ~as. b~en an increase of 14 to the numb~r of suttees during the past year Suburbs of Cal-
!n th1s JUnsdiCtton as compared with the year preceding. The sacrifices in every cutta: 
Instance were }Jerformed in the presence .of the police officers, and the widows In 1 8:Z4 34 
burnt themselves voluntarily with the corpses of. their husbands; nor docs there 18~5 • 48 

ap~ear to have existed any legal impediment. The deceased l~usbands were of Increase 14 
Yanous castes .and tribes, and but few of them in opulent· circumstances. The 
greater number of the. \VOtnCll were aged, and nine of them upwards of 70 years 
~w. . . . 

. . 
· Nothing remarkable .presents itself on· a review of. the statement of female sacrifices 24 Pergunnuhs: 
in thi? district d~ring the past year, except that the deceased husba~ds appeal' to have In I824 22 

be~n 10 better ~1rcumstances them in the other districts. One illegal suttee occurred ;s 2~ • 26 

wh1ch the magistrate has not noticed, that of 1\lussummat Doorza (No. 13 of the· Iucrease 
4 Statement), who was only 15 years of acre when. she ascended the pile. It appe(frs. 

from the magistrate's statemP-nt that .th~ police officers were present during the 
ceremony, and l~e magistrate will be desired to furpish any explanation as to the 
~ause of, t~e po~xce ~ffict::rs neglecting to ·interfere, notwithstanding the ~rohibition 
as t? age contamed 10 the draft of directions to police darogl!as, which accom-
p_am~d the letter of the registrar of the Nizamut Adawlut to the several courts of 
ctrcmt, under date -the 2gth of April 18 13 : he will further be required to state 
whether any and what uotice was taken of this omi'stlon. • 

• 



· 26 COl\L\fUNICATIONS AND. CORRESPONDENCE 

'Barasut: 'In this jurisdiction the court ·regret that the practice of suttees seems to be on 
In. 1 ~2+. • ~~: the increase. Police officers were present iu every instance. The deceased hus-

1 ~5 • __ . bands were chiefly Brahmins and Kaiths in moderate circumstances, ·and the 
Increll.!le 16 ·widows were generally advanced in years~ one victim however was only t6 years 

. old. , · • . 

1 
Zi~ah Cuttack: Three more suttees have octurred during the past than during the preceding yea!. 

0
; ~ 8~~ ·: !~ Not~ihg remarkable appears to have occur~ed in any inst~nce: it may be presumed, 

_ although not expressly stated, that the pohce officers were present at the several 
Increase 3 sacrifices, except on one occasion, where it is mentioned that they were not present. 

Of the deceased husbands, one half appear to have been in good circumstances, and 
·the res~ poor. The widows were, generally speaking, advanced in years. 

Zi~~h C~tt:ck," The joint magistrate accounts for the increased number of suttees in his juris.-
ln 18·2~or _a ; 13 diction, during the past year, by the annexation of an additional thannah. . The 

·. 1s25 • 16. sacrifices that did occur do not appear worthy 'of any particular remark. In one 
- instance the ceremony is stated to have been performed before the arrival of the 

lncreas~ 3 police officers : in another, the sacrifice was by the rite termed anoo murun, or 
post-crerpation; bqt the woman not being of the Brahminical tribe, it does not 

. appear to have been illegal.. The husbands were, generally speaking, in good 
circumstances. The majodty of the widows appear to have been of advanced 
age : ~me ·wid,pw was properly prevented from becoming a suttee, on suspicion of 
her being intoxicated; she· subsequently departed from her purpose, and is now 
living with her family. 'luat part of the zillah which is under the jmisdiction of 
·the joint magistral~ of Dalasore, continues, the court are ·happy to find, free from. 
female sacrifices; none -Qecurred during the past year, and only one in the year 

. preceding. 

Dacca Division .. 

Zillah A very lamentable increase i.n the practice of suttee Las occurred in this distric-t 
Backergunge: during· the past year; no less than 40 more than in the year· preceding having 

ln 182+ - ;.~ sacrificed tbemSt:lves. The magistrate attributes this increase, with eiery appea~; .. 
~ 825 - . 2 ance of probability, to the excessive mortality which occurred in the district, owing 

ll\l!fea.se • 4o to . the prevalence of cholera nwrhus. Of the husbands, twenty-three . were in 
affiuent circumstances, and the rest indigent.. In the case of Mussummat Sree 
Mutee, alias Oomal (No. 33 of the Statement), who was burnt by the rite of 
anoomururi, or con-cremation, in the absence of the police officers, it appears that 

. the people concerned in the transaction have been' apprehended, and that the 
Ca$e was under investigation ; but as, prima facie, the sacrifice d~es not appear to 
have been. attended by any , disqualifying circumstances, the magistrate will be 
required, through the court of circuit, t.o state· what were the .reasons which 
induced him to apprehend the individuals concerned, and the result of the investi
gation which he instituted. The widows, on an average, were middle-aged~ The 
age of one exceeded 90, and that of another fell short of 20 years. . . . 

zui;m Otittagnng: . In four.of the.instances of .suttee reported from this district, .the .~lice ?ffice~s 
In 1 824- - !Z were· not m attendance ; but It does not appear that any legal dtsab1hty existed m 

.18115 - ' 9 anv of the instances. The widows, with three exceptions, were far advanced in 
lncrease - age, and all the husbands died possessed of property. In that part of the juris. 
· 7 diction which _is subject to the joint maoistrate of Noacolly, there was one female 

sactifice of an old woman, aged 6o, '~hose husband was very poor ; it was . not 
attended by any remarkable circumstances. In the year preceding, no sacrifice , 
occurred. 

• 
City of Dac;;ca-~ In this district, also, a considerable increase (11) has taken place in the number 

h 1824. • 7 of female sacrifices 9uring the past year, compared with the year preceding. In 
I8!!5 •· 18 •10 of these .cas~s deceased husbands appear to have left property; they were, 
Increase· -;;- generally speaking; Brahmins and Bydes, or writers. The widows were, on an 

average, qliddle-aged. • 
Zillah Dac~a 
· Jelalpore: 

Jn 18~4 -
f8115 .. 

The same num~er (two) became sacrifices in the past year as in the year pre-
2 ceding, and the occurrences were not attended by anything worthy of remark. 
2 One hqsband "'as a mohurir, a~d the ot.her a native doctor. The ag~ of the 

widow of the former .. ~·as 2.1, •tha.t of the latter, 45 years. 
The 



R.EL~TIVE TO HINDOO WI'DOWS. 

. The c~urt are happy to observe that these districts continu~ free from female Zillah Mymcnsing 
· 'fi · and Sylhet; sacri ces. I 8 . n 1 ~+ • 

In this district •, female immolation by means of burying alive appears to be 18<15 • 
·very prevalent. This cu~tom is .peculiar to the J ?ogy,. or weaver cast, and more • Zillah Tcpperal~: 
than one half of the sacnfices wh1ch occurred durmg this yea! were done by these In 1

8
8:2-4 • 6 

. ' . 1 25 • 8 
· means. • 

• • 
The age of 1\Iusst. Obhya, who was reported to he only 12 years old, and 

·who was burnt with the body of her deceased husband, rendering thut sacrifice 
illegal, the magistrate will be required,-. through the court of circuit, to rt!port 
whether any and what measures were adopted by him on the occasioo. \Vith the 
exception of this caie and two others,. the remaining 'Yidows appear to have. be~n 
Qf an advanced age, and the deceased husbands ar(! stated to .have all d1ed m 
respectable circumstances. 

1\J oorshedabad Division. 

Increase 

: In one. of the cases reported from this district the police did not arrive at the Zillah Beerbhooru 
spot until after the ceremony had commenced; but neither in that case nor in any In 1~2-4 a 
other, doe's there appear to have existed a legal obstacle. . Of the widows, seven 1825 • 9 

.. were upwards of 40 years of age; and of the husbands, five were in respectable Inca ease 6 
circumstances. . · 

It is with much satisfaction the court are still able to .report that the.se juris~ 
dictions continue free from ftmale sacrifices. 

Zillah Bhaugu] .. 
pore, i\Jongheer, 
and Dinageporc: 

In 18:2-4. .. _ 

In the jurisdiction t, however, of the joint magistrate. of ~Ialdah, one suttee .tS
25

• • 
occurred, and it is remarked by the joint magistrate that the family have been pro- I t8 .~1aldah: 

b. 1 c. lf · 1 · n 
1 2+ • -ver 1a 10r se .. 1mmo at10n. 1 8:25 • 1 

In two cases reported from this jurisdiction t, Soorgee and 1\f ussummat Kumul Increase 1 

. ·(~umbers 3 and 4 ·or the Statement), although there was no disqualifying cir- . t City of 
·cunistance in either case, yet the persons who were present have been summoned ·Moorshedabad: 

before the ~agistrate: he will be requh·ed, through the court of circuit, to state In.!~~~ : ~ 
. for what purpose those individuals were summoned, and what the result of the • .. _ 

proceedings. : . , · Decrease 2 

In the cases of 1\lussaumut ,Dunsurree and Sutnee, the only two cases of suttee Zillah Pur ah. 
whi<:h are reported to have occurred in this district during the past year, there appear In 182-4 _ne ~ 
to have existed legal obstacles which the magistrate has .not noticed; in the 'first 1825 • 2 

case the victim was only tliirteeu years, and, in the sec1,md a boy. was left one year 
old : th~ m~gistrate will be. required, through t~1e court of. circuit, to 'furnish. an 
explanation m both these cases .. The husbands tn both cases were poor people, 

Increase 1 

and the ·widows young. · . . · · . 
N · · f h Zillah llajeshalye; ' · othmg worthy ·o note appears to ave occurred in'the two sacrifices reported ln 1s2+ • _ 

from this distt•ict; the husband of. one of t~e widows was in good circumstances, 1825 • ~r 
. and the other had no pr~perty. . Both the Widows were middle ag.ed. 

; . · In that part of the. country subject to the jurisdiction of the joint magistrate of 
· ·: Bogoorah,' and in· that subject to the commissioner of ltungpore, no ·suttee is 

reported to have occurred. , . · ' . 

Increase 2 

Bogoorah, and 
Joint l\1agistracy 

of Rungpore. 

Oile suttee occurred in the .past year in. this district, as in the year preceding. Ziliah Rungpore: 
The sacrifice was not attended by any remarkable occurrence. The tlusband was In 182-4 • t 
a Brahmin, in middling circumstances, and the wido\v, who ·was 40 years old, 1825 • 
burnt herself with his body in the presence of the police officers, · 

• 
Patna Division, 

' ' . 
. . . One woman only was burnt . in this j!ll'isdiction {}uring the past year. The Zillah Behar: 
· sacrifice took place by anoomurun, or post-cremation. The woman 'l·as the wife In 1824 • 1 
of a custom-house officer and aged 35 years ; no disqualifying circumstance appears J. 

8;.15 
to have existed, but the police officer~ did not obtain timely \nformatiOtJ, so as to 
enable them to be present at the ceremony. .That part of the district .aubject to 
the joint magistrate of Monghier continues free frorp female sacrifices. . ' · · 

178. D 2 . • . The 
t 



28 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE, 
" 

Zillah Ramghur: . • The court are happy at being able to furnish a blank statement as to the disti·ict 
In 1824· -·· 1o of Ramghur, especially as in the year preceding the number of immolations was 

• · 1825 • _:_ by no means inconsiderable. · · · · · . 
Decrease . 1 o 

• z·.11 h. S . The number of slfttees that occurred during the past ·year exceeds by three the 
1 a arun • · l . 

In 1824 • 1~ number ~hat took pace during the year preceding in this district«-. With one 
1825 • 15. exception, the husbands appear 'to .have been all in poor circumstances. Nothing 

In ·- remarkable occ~rs, either in the ages of the victims, or as ~o other circums~ances. 
crease · 3 In most of the mstances the ceremony was performed previOusly to the· arrival of 

the police· officers. The court observe that in this district the magistrate has 
adopted· a practice which does not exist in any other district; namely, on. every oc- . 
currence·of a suttee to consult the pundit of his court as to its legality or otherwise : 
but as· the law applicable to this ceremony has already been sufficiently ascertained 
and promulgated, the court are of opinion that this practice is useless and objec-
. tiqnable, and they .will direct its discontinuance in future. · 

Zillah Shahabad: · In this district, also, there has been an increase 9f· suttees during the past year; 
In 1,:24 • 18 but" with reference to the. great exterit to which it formerly prevailed, the increase of 

1 ~5 · • . ~ two. ·cannot. be wondered at. In. point of fact; indeed, the numbers in both years · 
Increase 2 .are the satr;1e; for one case which occurred in .the latter end of the preceding year, 

· is ii?clrided in the report for the ·past. The officers of police appear to have been 
present only il'l one ·instance.. Among the- sacrifices, several were of an illegal 
nature, and attended by disqualifying circumstances. The first illegal sacrifice is 

· .that·of Mussummaut Naugbunsee, the widow of a sepoy, who had died eight vears 
before, and the widow, though inform~d of his death' two months after this occur-. 

' renee, expressed no intention at that time of becoming a ~tlttee. The next case 
noticed by the magistrate as illegal does not appear to have partaken of that.cha-

. . rader: Mussummaut Rhutran~e was desirous of bqrning herself with bet husband's 
' corpse, but was forcibly prevented by her son; ·she sacrificed herself the next 

day with his sandal. , In this instance the delay on the part of the widow was in
voluntary. The second case· of positive illegality is that of Mussummaut Jhornah,. 
the widow of a Rajpoot cultivator, who burnt herself .with her deceased husband's 
turban six days _after..his death, altho1;1gh no obstacle existed to her sacrificing herself 
at the :time of the cremation of her husband's corpse. . 

The third case is· that of 1\fussummaut Jithun, the widow of a sepoy, whose 
. immolation was illegal on the same grounds as in the preceding case ; in addition · 
to which, being of the Brahminical tribe, she could not, under any circumstances, 
have legally, performed ·the rite of post-cremation. The same objection applies to 
the fourth case, that of Mussummaut Heesaheea, also the widow of a sepoy ; and 
to the fifth case, that of Mussummaut N auggin, except ·that the latter did not 
belong to th~ Brahminical tribe. No criminal prosecutions have been i.nstituted 
against any of the persons concerned in aiding and abetting at these illegal rites. 
The sacrifice in every instance appcru·s, as far ·as could be ascertained, to have 
been perfectly voluntary, and the widows, except the last mentioned, who was only 

. 16 years old, to have all attained a mature age ; four were widows of · sepoys, 
and one of an invalid havildar ; and except the last-mentioned individual, no one of 
. the deceased husbands is reported to have left property ; they were chiefly culti
·vators and . tradesmen. The widows were, in most instances, advanced in vears~ 
The court are happy to find that no less than seven intended sacrifices were, during 
the past year, prevented by the dissuasion o~ the police.officers.. But i~ would have 
been more satisfactory to the court had they been furmshed with a bnef statement 

·of the 'circumstances of each case, showing the age and condition in life of the 
,woman, the. nature of the dissuasion employed, and generally the means used to 
induce the woman to dep~rt from her resolution. t Zillah Tirhoot: 

In 1s24 • IJ. Not a· single instance' of suttee occurred in the_ district of Tirhoott during the past 
1825 - ~ - year, including that part of it which is subject to the jurisiliction of the joint rilagis-

D 
- trate of Mongheir. · ' · · 

ecrease 1 . · . 
t:'l' · f P . ·. · This jurisdictiont was free from fen'lale sacrifices during the years 1824 and 1823, 

l '"'1ty 0 atna: · b 4-"h · ' d h ' d t. h d d · th t In 
1
8

24 
... • .,... ut .. e court regret to fin t at two are reporte · o ave occurre unng e pas 

1825 • !Z year; ·one was th~ nidow of a goldsmith, aged So years, and the other, aged 30, 
- the widow of a gardener. The police officers were present at both ceremonies, 

Increase 2 but their efforts to dissuade were unsuccessful~ No disqualifying circumstance 
existed in either case. 

A ·con-



RELATIVE TO HINDOO· WIDOWS. 
. . 

A considerable decrease is perceptible in this district during the past yea1·. In Zillah Gorukpore: 
each instance the sacrifice was consummated before the arrival of the police, but In 18!34 17 
no disqualifyinO' circumstance was ascertained to exist. In the case of Mussummaut 1825 • · 9 
Deepnee, the 

0
widow of a zemindar, aged only 20 years, who was, though of the Decrease 8 

· Brahminical order, burnt without the corpse of her husband, with whom she had 
nevet· associated ! her father was committed to ta.ke his trial before the court of 
circuit, and the magistrate 'Yill be required to report the result of the commitment. 

Bareiily Divisi.on. 

One instance of suttee occurred in the district of Agra during the past year. It Z:llah A . 
was illegal, th~ woman having been of the Brahminical order, and not having been In 1s24 gra • 
burnt with the body of her husband. The magistrate attributes the occurren.ce to 1825 • 1 

the 1~emissness of the darogha, who deputed his inferior police officers, instead of 
proceeding himself to the spot; he .has consequently been dismissed fro~ office. 
The widow was aged 40. 

Increase 1 

· In the year preceding, one, and in the past, two, sacrifices are reported from this Zillah Allighur: • 
d!strict. There does n_ot appear, in the first case, to have existed any .disqualifying In ~~:4 • ~ 
circumstance ; the pollee officers ·were present, and remonstrated w1thout effect. 1 

5 
·The woman \vas aged 6o, and the wife· of a Bukkal ; she was resolutely bent. on Increase 1 
self-destruction,· having lighted· the pile with her own hand.· In the second case, 

' 'also, the woman appears to have been equally resolute ; she was aged 30 years, 
the widow of a Jaut, and being prevented by her brother-in-law from burning with 
the corpse of her husband, she fasted 20. days, and being obstinately bent on self
destruction, her family thought further opposition useless. · She also lighted the pile 
with her own hand. ' . 

This c~s~, the court observe,. cannot properly be ca!led a s~ttee1 but a common Shajebanpore; 
case of smc1de; the woman who was burnt had been twice marned, her first husband In 1824 • t 
having been dead for a period of 20 years; but as the Hindoo laW does not recog- tR25 • 1 

nize second marriage by widows, she could only be said to have been living in: a 
state of concubinage with the person whom she called her husband (he being her 
·late husband's brother), and with whose body sh~ was burnt. The magistrate will · 
be required to explain the circumstance, and to state whether or not there exists, in 
that part of the ~ountry, any usage or recognized practice to justify a second mar
riage, as contracted by the woman who was sacrificed in the present instance., 
Nothing further· worthy of remark occurred in this case. The woman was aged 45, 
by caste Hujjam, and very pool', · 

J n four of the cases reported ~rom this .district, nq particular observation seems Zillah Cawnpore: 
necessary. The husbands were m good circumstances, and the widows of mature In 18<14 • 5 
age. In the case of Lulkooa, however, the ceremony was illegal, as ~he might 1825 • 6 
have sacrificed herself before the lapse of 19 years from the death of her husband, Increase 1 
. the original obstacle, namely the tender age of her child, having ceased to exist 
for a period of 18 years. In the case of Mussummaut Goorooa, also, the widow of 
a sepoy of the Brahminical tribe, who Lurnt herself with the handkerchief of her 
husban~, he having. died thre~ months before, ther~ was clearly an illegality ; but 
the. pohce officers· dtd not arrive at the spot sufficiently soon to prevent the cere
mony. The magistrate will be required to report the result of the investigation 
which he has instituted on this occasion. · 

The wom~n in this instance was, a poor Brahminee, who .was 6o years of age, Bhittara: 
and burntherself voluntarily with the corpse. of her husband, in the presence of In 1 ~24 . : 1 

the thannadar. • 1 2
5 

1 

The police officers wer~ . not present at this sacrifice_; but no disqualifyi:ng cir- ZillalJ Etawab: 
cumstance was found to exist. The woman was· the widow of a poor weaver, and In 1824 
aged 6o years. · , 1825 • 1 

' · . There is nothing very remarkable to any of the cases of suttee reported from Increase 1 

this jurisdiction•. The relations of the wit!lows are represented as having done all • J"intMagistracy, 
·. in their power to prevent them from .sacrificing themselves; but the;r appear to 1 8 Etaw_a: 
have been resolutely bent on destruction. They were all of mature age; ·and two n~!s:! ~ . 4 
of the husbands are stated to have been very wealthy. Of the husbands, one was · 
a Rajpo(.)t cultivator, and the other three Brahmin·s, two cultivators, and one a pero- Increase f 
hit or family priest. • 

178. D 3. The 



30 COliMUNIGATIONS AND .CORRESPONDENCE 
. 

Zillah The only sacrifice reported from this district is that of an old woman, by name 
Seharunpore: Jeyo Koonwar, who was 85 years of age, the widow of a perohit. The police 

In. 1824 - i ·officers were present, and expostulated with her to no effect. · She was burnt with 
182

5 .. 
1 the corpse of her husband, and no disqualifying circumstance existed . 

. · In the jurisdictlbns of Dareilly, . Pillebh~et, Furruckabad, 1-Ioradabad, Nug
geena, Meerut, Booluudshahar, l\Ioozuffer, Nugger, Deyrah, Doon, and Sirpoora, 
no suttee took place during the past year, nor does it appear that there was more 
than one intended sacrifice, which happened in ~Ioradabad, but the woman was 
easily dissuaded from her purpose by the thannadar. She was the wiqow of 
a Bunnia, and is now living with her relations. . 

Benares Division. 

Zillah Allahabad: Only two cases of suttee occurred in. this district during the past year, and · ln 
In •::~4 - 5 neither instance is any particular· remark necessary. The thannadar was pr~ent 

~ 25 
.. __:. ori both occasions~ · One was aged 40, the widow of a cultivating Brahmin, the 

Decrease 3 other 6o, the widow of a Bunnea. Both the husbands were in easy circumstances. 

Joint 1\Iagistracy, The two instances of suttee reported from this portion of the jurisdiction were 
Bethora: also legal, but the police offi~er~ did not receive s~fficiently early intelligence to 

In 1824 - - enable them ta attend.. One Widow was aged 49, the -other 20. The husband of 
182

5 -
11 the former was a Brahmin hi very good circumstances ; the husband of the latter 

Increase 2 was a poor Bunnea. · 
s. D.Bundlecund: The case of suttee reported from. this d_istrict ~stated by the magistrate to have. 
In 1824 - 5 been altogether .irregular. The widow Is represent~d as having left her home 

1825 _. - I wholly unattended ; and unassisted by any one, to have mounted the funeral pile of 
Decrease 7 her husband, which was still flaming, and which had been abandoned by all the 

persons u ho aided in burning the corpse. In this there doei not seem to have 
· been anything illegal; and however deficient in form and cet=emony, the ·sacrifice 
was clearly voluntary. The magistrate will be called upon to explain whether there 
existed any other cause of irregularity. The intended sacrifice was \·ery properly 
prevented in this district, the woma~ not being the wife of the deceased. 

City ofBenares:. Seventeen. women sacrificed themselves with their hul!iband~ in the jurisdiction of 
In 1:2~- -: •• J-6 . the city of Ben ares during the past year, being one more than during the year precedin(J'. 

: 
2
a • ~ The magistrate ascri~es the frequency of the occurrence to the exceshire mortalitY 

Increase 1 which prevailed during the year. The victims w~re, all but three, of the Brahmi-
• nicallfibe, and generally of an advanced age. Of the husbands, three are reported 

·to have been in middling circumstances, eight wealthy, and six poor. The police 
officers were present on all the occasions, and by their means five otber intended 
suttees were prevented; four from existence of some disqualifying circumstance, and 
~e fifth by dint of persuasion. 

ZillahGhazeepore: It is satisfactory to find a very sensible decrease in the number of women 
In 1824 - 33 sacrificed, during the past year, in this district,_ where the rite used to be of such 

182
5 · • ..::_ frequent occurrence. The husbands of the victims were, generally speaking, in 

Decrease u poor circumstances, and the ages of the women advanced. In one case; however, 
-that of ~Iussumut Unnah, who was the widow of a sepoy, the ,·ictim was only 
15 years of age, which circumstance, as well as that of her belonging to the 
Brahminical order, and having burnt without the corpse of her- husband, rendered 

· the.· sacrifice· illegal. The court observe that the parties concerned in the trans
action have been committed to take their trial before the court of circuit, and 
the ma~stmte will be required to communicate .the result of that proceedinO'. 
The ca~ of Phool Koar was also an illegal·suttee; the rite having been by ano~
murun, or post-cremation, and she being a Brahminee. He~ relations, Lowcver, 
are r:epresented as having done all in their power to pre,·ent the sacrifice. The 
same remark is applicable to the case of 1\Iussummut Soogurre, ·and to that of 
lfussum~ut ~oraia. T~e sacrifice of~~ ussummut Hur~ce was ilJegal, on the ground 
of her mmonty, she bemg only 15, although the mag1strate reports the ceremony 

· to· have ·been free from objection. In the case of l\Iussummaut Ujirassee, the 
relations. have been fined 50 rupees, and" sentenced in default to be imprisoned 
for three months, fbr the alleged oftence of not conveying timely intelligence to 
the thanna. This, however, the court observe, is not a 11unishable oftence under 
the existing Regulations; and. even had it been so, the penal.ty, with refereuce to 

the 



RELATIVE TO HINDQO. \VIOO\VS. .)1 . 
the'condition in life of the family, would .be apparently too severe. 'l'his remark BENGAL. 
wjll be communicated to the magistrate, and he will be desired to refund the ~ 
amount of the fine in the event of its having been paid. Five othe1· widows·.had 
formed the. resolution of bm;ning, but were turned ftom their purpose, in one case 
by the persuasion of the zemindars of the village, and in thl! remaining Jour by 
that of the officers 'of police. · .· . , 

Only thre~ instances of suttee occurred in tl1is jurisdiction during the past year, .Joint Magistracy, 
being· less by· five than· the number :which took place during the ·year pt·eceding. t (i.zemghur: 

,Nothing ~orthy of re1Tmrk presents itself in any one of the sacrifices. The police 0 ~~~~ : 8 
officers were present at only one of them, which was a case of anoomurun, 3 

or post-cremation. One of the husbands was in middling circumstances, the Decrease 5 
other two were poor;, one of the widows was 27 years of age, the other two were 
far advanced in life. · 
' The police officers were present at all, except two, of the sacrifices which occurred Zillah 1\lirzapo•·e: 
in thi~ district .durin

0
0' the past year. In three of the instances the women were far In 1824- • 6 

. 18:!5 • 9 
advanced in ye'ars, and in all the rest young. Five of the husb'ands are reported to 
have been in good circumstances, two in middling circumstances, and the rest igno· Increase 3 • 
rant and poor. In the case of Mussummut Ghoonia, of the. Bt·ahminical tribe, 
the magistrate remarks that the. ~a·crifice by the rite of anoomurun ·was illegal, 
but could not be prevented. He will be desired to report whether any and what 
measures were taken to bring to punishment the persons who persis.ted in consum-
mating the act of illegality, against the remonstrances of the police officers. 

· The jurisdiction of the magistrate of the northern division of Bundlekund and 
of Juan pore, the ·court have much satisfaction in stating, continue to be free from 
t1le practice of suttee. · 

(signed) JV. II. 1Jlacnaghte11; Registrar, 

Minute .by the Second Judge; Suttee report for 1825. 

On a former occasion I declared my sentiments with regard to the rite of suttee 
.in the following terms :- · · · 

" The second judge has on a former occasion expressed his opinion to govE:'rn
ment that the practice of suttee· ought to be abolished, and that it may be abolished 
with perfect safety. · . · . 

. H He cannot therefore subscribe to any instructions that have a tendency to modify 
systematize or legalize the usage, or that appear to regard a legal suttee as at all 
better than an illegal one. . . . · · 

" He is convinced that if this mode of issuing orders ~nder the sanction of govern .. 
ment, to regulate suttees, is continued, the practice will take such. deep root, under 
the authority of. the supreme power of the country, that to eradicate it will become 
impossible. . . · . . . . · 

'' He proposes, that all existing circular orders regarding suttees be annulled; that 
no more reports on .the subject be fumished; and that ·negulation 8 of 1799 be' 
enforced against suttees, whether. by the Sha:ster'legal or illegal; .or if that law he 
deemed. too severe for the present, let a milder law be framed, making ounishable. 
by temporary imprisonment to assist in any suttee whatever, whether by .the Shaste~ 
it be. legal or illegal. . · . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. " Should even this be deemed hazardous, it will be better to leave the Hindoos ta 

themselves upon .the subject, as being a rite which it woulu be disgraceful to us .. to 
countenance, and dangerous to. our empire to forbid. ,.The usage will he mucl~ more 
likely to fall into disuse under a total neglect.on the. part of government, than under 
tile present system of attention and inquiry, which serves but to keep the feelings o( 
the Hindoo population alive upon the point, and to· give a sort of interest and cele- ' 
brity. to the sacrifice,. which is in the highest degree fa"l,{ourable.to its coritinu.anc~ 
and extension.'' · · • · . ' 

. On the report of the suttees of 1820~ I e'xpressed myself as follows:!-

" 1\fy opinion is that the to~eration _of the practice of suttee 'is a reproach to our 
government, and that the entire and immediate abolition of it would be attended . 
with no sort of danger. • · 
. 1;8. D 4 "J would' 



32 · COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

:BENGAL. " I would suggest a short Regulation on. the subject, somewhat in the style of the 
~.6th Regulation of 1802, against the sacrifice of children at Saugor. · 

" There are expressions in the preamble to that Regulation, which would not exact I y 
suit the case of suttee, but a preamble somewhat to the following effect would not 
perhaps be unapt : ' , 

" ' Whereas the p~actice of syttee is shocking to humanity a?d c~ntrary to nature; 
and whereas the Bnush government, after ·the most careful mqmry and the most 
mature consideration, feels it impossible to be satisfied that this commission of self· 

·murder can ever be in truth the free, voluntary, unbiassed and uninfluenced act of the 
fem~le who is sacrificed.; and· whereas to interf~re with a. vigorous hand for th~ pro-. 
tect1on of.the weak agamst the strong, of thq Simple agamst the artful classes of its 
~ubjects, is one of the n~os~ bi~ding, imperi~us a~d paramount. ?utie~ o! e~ery civil
Ized state, a duty from wh1ch It cannot shrmk without a mamtest dmnnutwn of its 
dignjty, and· an essential degradation of its character among nations,'" &c. &c. 

The opinion I twice before recorded, I have not at all altered ; indeed it has been 
greatly strengthened and confirmed hy the experie~ce which every successive year 
. has afforde~ of our power to do exactly what we please in India, without any like-
lihood of resistance. . · 
:. The report for the past year exhibits 639 suttees, being 67 more than occurred in 
the year preceding. These suttees have been performed under the system for self- . 

· immola~ion establis&ed by the British government in the years 1813, 15, and 17 ~ 
The most decidedly and atrociously cruel rite that anywhere exists at this moment 
upon the face. of the globe is carried o~ by the express sanction of the ruling power, 
wh~se· officers are liable to censure and other consequences if they interfere to 
prevent its performance. . . · 
· The plea, and the only plea, fo:r this is, that prohibition migh.t cause discontent· 
and create disturbance among the natives. Discontent at hundreds of human 
beings, and those of their own ti·ibe and persuasion, being rescued yearly from the 
most excruciating and lingering torment,,terminating in death ! Disturbance, because 
we showed a disinterested sympathy w~th human suffering; because we had enacted 
a law in strictaccordance with two of the strongest feelings that sway the heart·of 
man, the dread of pain and the fear of death, a law forbidding the infliction ofpaiq 
and prolongi_ng the d~ration of life ! · · · 
· There would be no discontent, no disturbance; no general disturbance certainly 

any where; and if any local and partial disturbance occurred, it might be put dowQ 
as easily as any common breach of the peace. Our native military, were it neces
Sary to.caU them. in, would assist as readily on this as on any other occasion. Th~ 

; l\1ahomeda:n soldier is not eoncerned in the question, and. the Hindoo, soldier cares 
. for nothing but loss of caste or loss of pay) neither .of which consequences woulq 

follow the ·abolition of the rite of suttee. . To the highest class of Hindoo sepoy, 
.the -Bramin, the rite indeed is a mere nullity, fol' his profession rarely allows of 
his dying at home, and the. wife of a 13ramin is not per~itted to burn without the 
body of her husband. 
• I sincerelyhope this foul.stain will be'removed from the Company's government 
before its final expiration, supposed to be so near at hand ; . and I would respect, 
fully suggest. to him. whose circulars, above adverted to, are by all intelligent per-: 
sons eonsidered to ·,have spread and confirmed this execrable usage, that he avai\ 
himself of hi~ present situation of influence and power to expiate the creation of 
this unintended mischief1 by an immediate enactment abolishing the rite alto"! 
gether.. . . . , . 

It has been said that it can only be abolished from lmme: I am not aware of any 
Act of Parliament, or any orders from the Cou.rt of Directors, that make it incom-, 
petent to the local government; and though the home authorities may not choose to 
compel its abolition bv this government, because they· hold the local government 
to be· the best judge "of the probable effect of the measures, yet be assured the 
flUthorities at)10me would rejoice to learn that the local government had taken the 
abolition on itself.. · 

So long as, having the power, we want the will, or having the power and the will, 
we want-the energy to abolish it, it Illay fairly be doubted whether we are de jure 
rulers of the countr)r. · · 

November 1,1826. • (signed) Courtney Smith, Judge. 

:!\Iinute 
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• I . . 
Minute of the Fifth Judge. BENGAL. 

·~ 
In lhe report on suttee now to be submitted to government, I. think tbe court 

should again urge its total abolition. It appears to me to be pacticularly necess~ry 
that the court should state its sentiments as to the probabie effect of a prohibitory · 
enactment on the feeling of the native army, as government seem to ~onsider all 
the communi<;ations which have 'been hitherto made to it on the subject of suttee 
inconclusive from their not containing any opinion on that point. . 

1\Iy opinion is that an enactment prohibiting the sacrifice of suttee would be 
regarded by the native army with nearly total. indifference, as . the civil enactments 
of the government generally are. 

All the regular corps of the anny are recruited in Behar, Benares, Oude, and 
the \V estern Provinces. From the infrequency of suttee in those districts; it· ·fs 
manifest, uot only that t~1e inhabitants do not consider it as a sacrifice enjoined by 
their religion, but that they feel a strong disinclination to it ; and we may be assured . 
that those of th~m who have ~ntered the army: and have had intercourse with 
Europeans, are~not more favourably disposed towards it. The probability indeed is 
that the interdiction of the rite would be acceptable to all classes, and particularly to · 
the sepoys, as affording relief from all fear of the degradation which in some minds
may be, conceiv~d to attach. to the ~on-p~rforman~e of it, so long ~sit continues .. to 
be legal. . . . . . · . 

This .opinion is further supported by the fact, that although the, wife of a Bramin 
cannot burn without the body of her husbabd, yet that prohibition neither prevents 
Bramins from enlisting in the army and leaving their homes, nor induces those who 
do enlist, their wives to accompany them while with their regiments. -·-·· . . ' 

It should also be remembered that the Hindoo portion of the army' is less likely 
than the Mahomedan to be induced to risk the loss of advantages actually enjoyed 
by them, by opposing an act of . the government w4ich does not immediately affect 
the~r individu,al interest; a deprivation of any personal advantage, or an act tend· 
ing b any degree to deteriorate their condition in the service, is much more likely to 
produce a feeling of disconterit among them than any general measure affecting the 
people at large. If any such cause of dissatisfaction with the service exists, so long 
as. it remains government cannot be . secure aa to the effect of any. of its measures. 
whatever; but let such cause be ren;10ved, and I feel confident that a law for the · 
suppression of suttee could be carried into effect with as much safety as any other 
enactment, and with as little risk of causing disaffection among the Hindoo!3 · as 
among the 1\fahomedans of t_he army~ 

!)th Oct. 1826. 

178. ' 

(signed) A. Ross, Judge. 

(True copies) . . 

(signed) TV. H. Macnaghten, Registrar.· 
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DETAILED STATEMENT of Su'!'TEEs, or HINDoo WIDows, who were burnt or buried alive with their deceased Husbands,. in the several Zillahs and 
' I • 

ZJLLAI-IS:. 

~nrd\~~an .. 63 . 

' 

\ 

-

· ·. · Citi.es, during the Year 1825; co;piled ~romth~ Reports 'Of the Magistrates.. . . 

• 

• NemeR of CASTE. 
S VTTEES, 

Age. 

.. 
1.-Muss~mutKhet• }40 

Au~hree .. . 
too . • Ill" 

• 
11.-D0 Sreemuttee 1 So Brahmin . .. 

Debbea ·J 

a.-Do Rooknee • 30 Beneea· . . 

4.-D• Sunkuree .. 6o Baugdee - .. 
-

• 
Dybuck Brahmin 5·-D· Pnncha Nu·}1s 

neeDebbea • 

6.-011 Surrof Sut· }36 
Koomar .. .. 

tee • • 

'7.-no Puddoo • 64} Brahmin .. .. 
8.-no Kuroona Moe 75 

g.-D• Huroo Munee 30 Tellee . . 
. 

10.-D• Ulunge • 6o Dome . . 

CALC JrTA DIVIS I·ON. 

Names and Caste of Profession1 1lnc:l C 'rcu!Dstaoces_ of Dato_or)luruing. 
their Husbands. the Huaban~. 

I 

,, . ~ - .. 
Bun(lrabun, gooft: • • husbandry; left property 3 January 18~5 

to the amount of 400 ru• 
. pees; no children• 

• 
Ra~kuntb, r.hut- · - •. no pr.ofession; 1leaving .23 - -terjea. a .child of 30 years old, 

and 7 beegabs of ·bermoter 
land. 

Rajcbund, kurr .. • - husbannry; left property g February -
to the amount of 150 rupees;, 
no children. 

Pran. bnugdee .. • - husbandry; leaving g 3 - -
boys and !Z ·daughters, all 
ab0ve 18 years of age ; no 
property • 

Paunchoo, tha.· ·! • • beggar; leaving 3 19 - -kore. boys and 3 daughters, all 

Bubrnm, paul 
of age; no property. 

• . • • labourer; left property u - -
to the amount of 30 rupees; 
4 children, all above 25 

Shamsoonder, 
yen.rs of age. . 
, - 110 profession ; Ieft pro- i6 - -banoorjee. perty to the amount of 500 
rupees; a boy and g 
daughters on the part of 
Kuroona Moe, all above 

Budden, nundy • 
30 years of age. · . 

8 March • - ditto .. • left property -to the,' amount of 400 ru·' 
pees ; 1 daughter of 9 

Goremul 
,years old. · · · 

- • • chowkeedaree; left no 25 - -propcrth, but 3 boys and 
' a daug ter, all above 25 

.years of age, 

In whllt 
Police 'J urisdictiou. 

.Potenah . .. 

Cutwa • 

' 

Ambooa, 

Gangooreea. 

To{vn B.urdwun. 

Poobthul. 

Ambooa • 
I' 

• Ditto 

Iridoo. 

.. 

; 

-· 

., 

REMARKS. 

.. • the :whole of these aacrifices, with on e 
exception duly m·arked, took place by saba 
mvrun, and were attended by . the polic e 

a, officers :-one woman, Mahungee Deb be 
a brahminee, aged iS years, was prevaile 
upon to refrain from her purpose at th 

d 
e 

intercession of the police. 

. 

.. 



... ..... 
00 

ll .-D• Bemo!la : ~ s·o ·Brahmin 

u.-D• Gour Munee 8,6 D• 

13.-D• Korosooleer jo Kyburt 

14 .. -D0 Suckhee • 4C? · Koeth 

15.-n•. Woorna:M:oe 50 

16.-D• Belauss _1J 50 Munee. 
• 

17.-D• Goluck Mu-}
55 nee :- • 

18.-D:e~indra Bu:}~5 
19.-D• Cbandranee 50 

Brahmin .;. 

Koeth 

Brahmin -

2o ... n-o Bhaurutee 75 D0 

• 

u.-D• Kuro Munee i4 · no 
• 

22.-n_o Ntll Munee- 50 

. Gudadhur, beede· , • •. Do profession·; 1eft pro· 3 Aprll. 
abhoosuu. perty to the ·amount of 

5QP :J:Upees ; , 3 boys and a 
· daughter, all of age. 

Hurgobind, ~~~u:b· -" • ditto - • left 1 oo bee· 4 · 
bhoom. · gabs_ of benpoter land and 

some jewels, to -t;he_ amount 
of 150 rupees, and · 2 
children, all above 5o years 
of age. 

• ' N ethaee,mundul - - ditto - left pro- 5 
p~rty to th~ amount of Soo 
rupees ; 3 boys and 3 
daughters, · all above 15 
years of age. · 

· Punchamun, ~ir:- • • ditto • •. left propel,"ty 14 
kar.' ·' · · · · · to the amount of 8oo ru• 

pees ; no cbil~ren. 
Kishenkuntb, gan- ·- • ditto • - left property 6 May 
goolee. to the amount .(){ 500 ru• 

pees ; · Do children. 
Kossunatb, gbose - - husbandry; left ~ Ditto · 

children, all above 20 years 
of age ; DO property • 

Komlakunth, - - ditto .. - left some her· 5 June 
chutterjea. moter land; 3 children, 

all above_ 14 years of age. 

Becberam, kaeth. 

Nilkunt, rae · 

JQogul, ·rae 

Chaund Mobun, 
banooljee. 

- - no profession;.. left 5 _14 
beegahs of bermoter land; 
no children. · · 
- - ditto • • left 30 beegahs 19 
of bermoter land and pro• 
perty to the amount of 200 

rupees; a boy of 23 years 
old. 
• - ditto - • left pro- 24 
perty to the amount of 50 . 
rupees; a boy and a daugh· 
ter, all ·above 40 years of 
age. . 
- • ditto· -left property to 118 
the amount of 6o rupees; a 
daught.er of 9 years old. 

Thakoredoss, hoi- - ·- dij-o; left 10 beegahs 9 July 
dar. of be~oter land; an4 2 

childr!!n, all above u 
years ~f age. 

· Seeleemabad • 

Poobthul. 

Ambooa • 

-.Ditto. 

• Ditto. 

lndoo. 

• 
Potenah. 

- Ditto. 

Poobthu1. 

Ambooa. 

• Ditto. 

Poobthul. 

( conti11uetl) 



DlTJSION oF. CALCUTTA-continued. 

ZlLL.AHS. ' 

. 
Nnmes of 

SUTTEES. -Age. 

CASTE. 

Burdwan-r.t~nti,turr 23.-Muss\ Danchee ~ 6~ Brahmin ;.. 
~ • I 

24.-Dft Bermoo ~Iue 24 Benua 

• 
• 

25.;..0• Kistoo Preea 6,rj Brahmin -

. 26.-D" Berma 1\lae • 25 Buddee • ~ 

27.-D11 llaroonee ~ So Gowala 

~8.-b" Beia~see - 65 Chussa -

29.-:b~ Roop Moon-I 
40 

Tamoolee _, 
JUrce - -J 

ao.-Do Dya 1\Iae • 36: Brahmin -. 

31.-D0 Oppura • 70 

• 45 Baugdce • 

33·-D0 Lvlmunee - 44 Benua -

Names ~nd Caste of 

their H~sbands. 

Juggut Chllrn, 
mookerjee. 

Sreehuree, soba • 

• Doolale, banoorgea 

Nillamuur, mo
zoomdar. 

Suckteeram, gope 

Guclduc, mun
dul. 

Bullae, nack 

Gudadhur, mo· 
kerjea . 

Profession, ~nd Circumstances ~t • • \ the Husband. 
1 

~ i 
• ·- no profesion; left ,pro.; 
perty to the amount of 1 ,ooo 
rupees, and two hoys and a 
daughter, all above 30 yE-ars 
of age.· 
• • ditt<l • ..; left ·p1~operty 
to the amoont of 0oo ru-
pees; children all above 
four years of age . 
- ~ husbandry'; left . pro· 
perty to the amount of 200 
rupees, and children ofage. 
~ - no profession; ·left pro
perty to the amount of 6oo 
l'Upees; no children. 
-- • , milk sellet'; leff pro
perly to the 'amount of 
300 r~pees; two .boys and 
three d.aughtcJ·s, all above 
30 years of age. 
.. - llusbandry ; left pro .. 
perty to the amount of 1 oo 
rupees ;"no children. · 
- • no profession ; left pro
perty to th~ amourit of 150 
rupees; a child of eight 
years old. 
- - ditto - - left property 
to tha amount of 6oo ru-

N arsing, rae 

pees, and 15 beegahs of 
, bermoter land; no children. 

• - ditto - - left property 
to the atnount of 320 ru
pees; a child above five 

Bundeeram, sir· 
dar. 

Rampershed, 
holdat. 

years of age. 
- - chowkeedaree; left pro· 

-perty to the amount of 100 
rupees; no children. . 
- - no profes!lion ; left pro· 
party to the amount of 140 
rupees 8 annas ; 2 boys and 
3 daughters, all of age. 

Date of Burning. 

i 

4th August 182J 

15 

Ditto .:. 

19th August -

2gth - .-

1st Septmpber-

6th 

7th 

12th 

Ditto 

-· 

In what 

Police Jurisdiction. 

Ambooa; 

• Ditto. 

Raena. 

Ambooa - .. 

Poten'ah. 

.. Ditto 

Town Burdwnn. · 

-Indoo. 

G~ngovreea. 

Town Burdwan. 

Cutwa. 

REl\IARKS. 

... 

sacrificed by anoo-murun • 

• 



34.-D0 Dhcermuimee 35 , Brahmin 

35.-D& Srun'mlee - 50 Ditto 

36.-D• Bllugbutee } 40 Debbea • 
Ditto 

. . . 

37.-D0 Soor}mun·ee 45 Rauloolee -

38.-Do Golu~k l\Iu·}so 
nee - • 

Kqeth 

39-~D~ Dbon Munee 40 Tellee 

40.-D• Dya .Ma:e • 30 Brahmin • 

• 

• 41.-D• Sauguree • 6o Tanty 

.. 
42.-Do Gosain Dos-}40 see - -

Beneca 

43·-D" boonga 1\Iu-} 
nee • • 45 • 

Beneea 

44.-Do Gour l\lunee 75 Sonar - • 

45.-D0 Paurbutty • 70 Kamar 

46.-D0 Ross 1\lunee 40 Tellec 

Annun, rae 

Ramessur, bhut· 
tacharjee. 

• Ramburree, misser 

Uuramobun, sing 

Gourl{uree, mit
ter. 

~holanath, tellee 

Gourmohun, ba
noorjea. 

Raddachurn, doss 

U1~oon Dhanee • 

Chyton Churn, 
dut 

Chyton, sonar • 

Chyton, kamar • 

• Ramkishen, nuncly 

• • no profession ; left pro· 
perty to the amount of 250 
rupees; no chi,ldren. 
• -_ditto - .. left property· 
to the amount of 700 ru· 
pees; two children, all 
above 10 years of. nge. 
• • ditto - - left property 
to the amount of 300 ru· 
pees ; no children. 
- • ditto - - left property 
to the amount of 5d0 ru· 
pees; two . boys· and a 
daughter, all above 23 
years of a~e. 
• • service ; ·teft property 
to the amount of 101 ru
pees ; no children. 
• - labourer; leaving a 
child of 4 years old ; no 
property. 
• • no proft!ssion ; left pro· 
perty to the amount of 2!)0 
rup~es; a boy and a daugh· 
ter ~11 above 1 o years of age. 
• • labourer; left property 
to the amouut of 30 rupees; 
two boys and three daugh· 
ters, all above 15 years of 
age. . 
• • ditto • - left property 
to the amount of 500 ru
pees; two children, all above 
15 years of age. 
• .. labourer; left property 
to the amount of 150 ru· 
pees ; 3 daughters, all above 
15 years of age. 
• • goldsmith ; left pro
perty to the amonnt of 50 
rupees; a boy of 20 years 
old. 
- - husbandry; leaving a 
boy and two daughters, all 
of age· no property. 
• • di$to • ~ loft property 
to th!f amount of 150 .ru· 
pees; •a boy of 3 ycars_old. 1 

14th Sept. i 825 

15th 

lgth 

30th 

Ditto 

1St October 

Ditto 

26th 

29th 

10th Nov. 

l:lth 

Oosgoon. 

Gangoorcen. 

Am boon. 

• Ditto. 

Poobtbul. 

· Cutw~. 

- Ditto. 

Seeleemabad • 

Potcnah. .. 
Ambooa. 

- Ditto. 

Gaugoont!a. 

Cutwa. 

(coutinued) 



DIVISION or CALCUTTA.-continued. 

ZILLAHS. 
Names of 

SUTTEES. Ace. 

I "' 

CASTE. 

Burdwan-cont~nued 47.-Musst 'firpoora}32 · .. Soondree ,. • 
Brahmin , 

I 

I 

48.-D0 Rassoo • • 50 Bhaugdee 

49.-D0 Jettoo • .:. 50 Aughree 
• 

. .;o.-D0 Unnoopoonna 60: Brahmin 
: 

51.-D° Chundrabul-}65 
lee • • • • 

Koeth 

• . nee • • • • 
52.-D0 Sauath Mun·}so . Brahminee 

I . \ 

53.-Do Jussodah • 42 : no • 

54 .• -Do Woornnmae 26 

55 . .:.no Ullungo • • 40 

56.-Do Komia Deb·} 
bea • • - - so 

57.-Do Aunund } 
Mae • • .. 35 

58.-Do Rar~soon- 26 dree ~ - - .. . 

.. ' 

Name.s and Caste of 
their Husbands, 

Prof~sion and Circumltances of 

' the Hus~and. ' · 
Date of Bnrning. 

- Bhowanee Sunker1 -.·service; left proper.ty.to i2 Nov •• 1825 
chutterjee. the amount of 1 ,ooo rupees; 

no children. 
Pritram, bbaug- • • labourer; left property 18 

dee. to the amount of ,6 rupees; 
. a boy of age. 

• Ramnarain, juss . • • husbandry; left property 21 
to the amount of 50 rupees ; 
1:1 daughters above 25 years 

_of age. 

In what 
Poli~e Jurisdiction. 

Suleemabad. · 

Roena. 

Potenah. 

• 'Gooroopur Shad, • ·-service; left property to 23 • - - Suleemabad . : . misser. the amount of 100 _rupees; 
. a child and two daughters, 

. all of age. · .i 
• \ Cala Chund, mit- • • ~itto • .. left property • 

ter. to the amount of 1 ,ooo ru· : 
i ; :pees; a boy and threedaugh-. 
, ters, all above · 25 years of 1 

i age. · 
.. i Suodharam, ba· • • dittQ .. • l_E!ft property ' 26 

noorjea. to the amount of 1 ,ooo ru· 
! ' pees, and children above 
~ ·ao year:s of .age. 

Punchanun, - ·,no profession; left pro~ 29 
moo~erjeee, perty to the amount of 1 ,ooo 

rupees.; a ~oy above four 

Ditto 

.:. 

years of age. · 
Luckhun, ba- - - ditto· ·left property to 1 Dec. 

noorjea. the amount of 300 rupees;. 
no children. 

• Mudden, mohun ~ • ditto ··left 15 beegahs 10 
of .bermoter land ; no chil· 
dren. 

Kallepershad, ~ - pund~t; left property to 16 
beedeabagiss. the amount of 250 rupees; 

two boys and a daJighter,. all 
above 12 years of age. 

Klilmlakunth, • • service ; left some land· 17 
chuttergea. · ed property; tw.o boys and 

a daughter on the ,part ·of 
· former, all above 12 years 
~f age. · 

Ambooa. 

Raena • 

Ambooa. 

-
Muntisser. 

Batkinshen. 

Ambooa . 

Balkishen. 

, REMARKS. 

• I 



·I sg.-D0 G~ur M~nee. 55: Brahmin - Rambulob, chu· 
kerbutty. 

i 

6o.-D0 Sabeetreea - 70 Kaeth . - Punchanun, rae 

I 

6t.-D .. Rectamburee 34 . .Aughree~ ·- .. Purmanund, 
sawunt • . 

62.-D0 Puddoo Mu· } 36 Kaith -· - Bhyrob Chund, 
nee - • • gbose. 

63.-D0 Birjsoondree 70 Brahmin - Umbicachurn, 
misser. 

Hoogbly - 104 1.-Musst Upperna }
55 

Telly - - Ramburry, nund.y 
• Dassy • • -

2.-D0 
- Kessoory }ss Tanlee - - Ruttun, hess -

. Dassy • • -
3·-D,. - ~un_no~}50 Cbundal - - Sunker, bajrah -

Mony 

. 4·:-Do Rookkoony } 60 Brahmin - ~ Hedoyram, cha-
Deby -. - - toorjee. 

' 
5.-D0 ' Lukkepreah 75 .no . - Oomapotee, tur-

. kolunkar .. 
• . .. 

6.-Do Soodha - - 45 Kybotta - - Nemy, poorkut • 

7 .-D0 Bhyrobbee -. 6o Sulgoup - .. Rampertad, ghose 
• 

8.-no Soebodhra . - 70 Brahmin Mookteram, - ., .. mookerjea. 
g.-D~ Nagoory - 65 Givallah - - Totarum, ghose -

• • no profession ; left pro· 17 Dec. - 1825 
perty to the .amount ~f 290 
rupees, and three children, 
all of age. 
._ - service; left property 
to the amount of go rupees ; 
two children, all above 27 

21 - -
years of age. · 
-- husbandry; left pro-
perty to. the amount of 500 

24 - -
rupees; a boy above 12 years 
of age. . · 
.. • service ; left property - Ditto · -
to the amount of 28 rupees; 
a child above four years of 
age. . 
- - busba_ndry ; left property 30 - ... 
to the amount of 109 rupees; 
three boys and two daugh· 
ters, all above 30 years of 
age. 

• • shopkeeper ; opulent - 4 January 1825 

- • labourer ; poor circum- 23 - -
stances. 
- - chowkedar; poor cir- 26 - -
stances-. 

-. mooktear i middling 28 - -
circumstances. 

• - jugmany; opulent cir• 12 February -
cumstances. 

• • husbandr.pan; poor cit::- 14 - -
cumstances. 

- - husbandman ; 
circnmstances. 

~pulent '·ia - -
• • service; opulent cir- 20 - -
cumstaflces. 

·'" 
- - hlJibandman; poor cir· 21 - -

· cumst\nces, 

-
Aorgaon. 

Potenah. 

' 

Gougooreea .. 

Poobthu1. 

. 
Cutwa. 

Byidl;>uttee -
Chundeoona -
Benepore - -
. 

Hurripaul- . 
\ 

Byedbattee . 

Cotra - -
Byedbatte~:~ . 

Hooghley • ... 

Byedbattee -

• 

• ':' sahamurrun ; she left a son of 30 year s 
e of age. Burnt in the presence of the polic 

burkendoss. 
- :- sahamurrun; she bad no children. I 
the presence of the, police burkendoss . 
• - sahamurrun ; she left 4 sons and 

n 

5 
e daughters above 12 years of age. In th 

presenee of the police darogha and burken 
doss. ' 
~ • sahamurrun ; she left no children. Thi 
suttee took place without tlie.lmowledge 0 

s 
f 

the police officers. ', 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and 2 
daughters above 20 ·years of age. In th e 
presence of police jummadar and burken 
doss. , 
- - sahamurrun; she left 3 daughters abov 
18 year$ of age. In the presence· of th 

e. 
e 

police burkendoss. · · 
- .. sahamurrun ~ $1~ left 3 sons and 2 daugh 
ters above 18 years of age. In the presenc e 
of the police mohurrur and jumedar. 
- - sahamurrun ;_ she left 2 sons above ag 

· In the presence of the police darogha •. 
• - sahamurrun ; she :had no children. In 
the presence of the police burkendoss. 

. . . _ .. .. . (co11tinued) 



... 
DIVJSION OF CALCTJTTA-continueil. 

ZILLAH.<.!. ·I Na.mes of 
SUTTEES. Ag~ • 

• 

.C A,STE. 

!Iooghly-contin.ued. 10.-Musst Kunpuk-}
40

' Nappit 
• doss_y . 

11.-D° Kissinmony 8o Taute • 

12 ... 0° Roopa-Deby 6o Brahmin -

13.-D• Parbutty· - 16 Bagdee • 

14.-D0 Unnopoorna}50 
Deby • • • 

15.-Unnopoorna } 60 
Deby - - "" 

16.-D0 Uadhamony 55 

Brahmin .. 

Sutgoup 

18.-D0 Rammony 160 Brahmin • 
Deby • • - J 

1g.-D0 1\fullika Dassy 50 Choofun -

20.-no Keera Dassy 40 Seetgoup • 

zt.-D0 ·unno Dassy 40 Kowrah • 
' 

22.-0° Hursoon~ }lg 
dary Dassy -

Sutgoup • 

23.-'0° Parijaut - 55 Acbarjee -

,Names and Caste of 

their Husbands. · 

~rofess~n . and Ci~cumstances ~f. 
• the Husband. 

Date of Durning. 

\ 

Bhagboth, nappit • • husband~an; in popr· 22 March .1~25 
circul'!-~stances. 

Ristanondo, pllr
r~Yuanik. 

- · - weaver; in · p.oor cir
cumstances. 

-'' 
'Ramchuckerbu't- - ..; landholder; middling 17 April 
tee. circumstances. 

Purran, bagdee • 

Ramdhun, moo· 
kerjia. 

• - .labourer; poor circum-. t8 
stances. 
- - service; opulent cir- 20 
cumstances. 

I 
Sof)kmoy, moo- -·landholder; opulent cir- 21 

ketjea. cumstances. 
Bhaukutram, paul - - husbandman; poor cir-. -

stances. 
Ditto 

Ruttun, santrab • • • ditto - • ditto • - 30 -

Nilmony, bhul
larharjy. 

Brindaban, choo
toodhur. 

• • mercli"ant; opulent cir
cumstances. 

• • carpenter; poor cir
cumstances. 

3 May 

10 

Souatmi, paul - - - h<ryal; 'opulent cir- · 11 - -
cumstances. 

Rajiblochun,sur- • - ·paik; poor circum- • 
dar. stances. 

Ditto 

Soroop, kajrah •. 

Beeharam, achar
gee. 

• - husbandman; poor cir- 24 
cumstances. 

• • family priest; opulent 3 June 
circumstai1ccs. 

In what 

Police-J ~1risdiction. 

Jehanabad 

Benepore ..._ 

Ghattaul • 

Bausbaria • 

nenepore -

REMARKS. 

• • sahamurrim; she left 3 sons and 3 daugh 
ters above J,j -year8 of age. In the prese1.1ce 
of the police burkendoss. 
• - · sahamurrun ; she left !l sons above 21 
years of age. In tll.e presence of the police 
burkendoss. . . 
• .. sahamurrun ; she left 2 daugp.ters abOve 
.22 years of age. This suttee took place 
without the knowledge of the police officers. 
- - sahamurrun ; she had no cb.ildren. Burnt 
in the .presenc_e of the police burkendoss. 
• - sahamurrun ; she left 2 sous above 25 
years of age.· In· the presence of the police 
darogah and burkendoss. 

, . Ditto - . - ':" sabamurrun ; she left a son of 18 years 
of age. In the presence of ditto. · 

Dewangunge 
' . 

Bausbaria • 

Chundderrana -

Roughly • 

Rajapoor • 

Chundorco na -

Jehanabad • . • 

• - nhamurron; she left 1 son and 1 daugh 
ter above 16 years of age. In the presence 
of .the police burkendoss. • 
• - sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons and ~a 
daughters, the youngest daughter 12 ye~rs, 
and others ab9ve 16 years of age. · In the 
presence of the police burkendoss. 
- -_ sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons of above 
age. In the presence of the police pha 
redar. 
- - sahamurruu; she left 2 sons and 3 daugh
ters above 17 years of age. Burnt in the 
presence of the police burkeudoss. 
• - sabamurrun ; she left a daughter of 29 
years of age. In the presence C?f the police 
mohurrur. 
• • sahamurrun ; she left a daughter of 11 
years of age. . In the presence of the police 
burkendoss. 
• - sahamurrun; she left a sou of 5 years 
of age. Burnt in the presence of the police 
bur ken doss. 
• • sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and ~ 
daughters, the youngest daughter 10, and 
others above 19 years of age. In the pre
sence of the police burkendoss, . 

·.S:. 
0 



.... 24·:-D" Parbuttee - 6o 

25:-no · - . Koroona}55 l\Iohee - • 
26.-0" .. Bhuggo-

55 buttee - - -

27.-D" - Koroona-}6o 
Dassy - - -

2S.-D0 Rooking -: 6o 

29.-D• Unno Dass:r 6o 

ao.-no Sagory - - 6o 

~yoota 

l(ybotta ;; 

Kyosta 

Gundbania· 

Mallee 

Sutgoup 

Nuppit 

3! .-D" Takoonnony 6o 
1 

Sutgoup 
I 
I .. 

32.-D" Sana Dassy- 6o ' Kybiltta -

33.-D0 Brummo- }••s 
mohee Deby 

34.-D" . Surbussory}
7

Q 

Deby - - -
35.-D•. -: Ca)larny.1_.,6 

•Deby - - - J" 
36.-Do - Doolaly}so 

Dassy- - - . 

Brahmin -

D• 

Dhoobce 

37·-D." Juggodombah 40 . Kyoste 

.. 
.. 

38.-D" -Lukkipria 18 : n• 

Ramloch~nd, sen 

· Nundoram, cut.; 
leah. 
Sebokram, mittry 

service; opulent cir
cumstances. 

:;. - hu$bandm~n ;. poor cii·
cumstances. 
- - ditto - - ditto - • 

15 June 

17 

21 

Gokool, dan - - • spiceseller·; poor cir: · 27 
cumstances. 

Rampersal, mally 

Safoolleram, 
ghose. 

- - seller of flowers; opulent 
circumstances. 

- ·- husbandman ; poor cir.; 
cumstances. 

Bechauona, nap- ' - - barber; poor circum-
pit. ' stances. 

· Ramsoondur, roy 

. Ramtonoo, d. ass · 

Bhobaneechurn, 
· chatoorjea. 

G unness;achargee 

- • husbandman; middling 
circumstances. 

- - husbandman; opulent 
circumstaaces. 

- - trader; opulent circum
stances. 

- - astrologer; poor cir
cumstances. 

Soroop, chuckur- - - jojmany; middling 
butty. circumstances. 
Takoordass, dhoo- - - washerman ; poor cir-
bee. cumstanccs: 

Chundersekhur, 
m\ttry. 

• - service; 
cum stances • 

opulent cir-

3 July 

4 

7 

!ZO 

2 August 

7 

10 

13 

Hooghly 

Dhunne'acolly 

Rajbolhauth 

Ooloobariah 

Byedbadee 

Bene pore 

Rajnpore 

Gbattal 

. Byedbattee · 

Hurripaul-

Dhnnneacolly 

Jehanabad 

Chundercona 

Byedbattee 

• - sahamurrun; · she.left 5 children above 
18 years of age. In the presence of the 
police mohurrur. 
• - sabamurrun; she had no children. ln 
th.e presence of the police burkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun; she left !.Z sons and 3 
daughters, the youngest son 4, and others 
abo-ve 10 years of age. In the presence of 
the police darogah and other police officers. 
• - sahamurrun ; she left~ 1 son -and 3 
daughters, above 30 years of age. Burnt in 
th~ pre11ence of the police jumedar. · 
- - sahamurrun ; ~;he left 3 sons aMve age. 
In the presence of the police moburrur and 
burkendoss. 
• • sabamurrun ; she left a daughter 35 
years of age. ln the presence of the police 
burkendoss. · 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons a.nd 4 
daughter~& above 14 years of age. Burnt in 
the presence of the police burkendoss. . 
- - sahamurrun; she left 2 sons and · + 
daughters above 17 years of age. In the 
presence of the police burkendoss. 

·- - - sahamurruo; she left 4 sons, , the 
. youngest son 7• and others 10 years of age. 
In the presence of the police mohurrur. 
- - sahamurrun; she left a daughter 7 
months' of age; the child taken in cba1·ge 
by the husband's uncle, under required en-
gagement. Burnt in the presence of the 
police jumedar and burkeodost. 
- - sahamurrun ; she had no children. 
Burnt in the presence of the police jumedar. 
- - sahamurrun; she had no children. 
In the presence of the pofice burkendoss. 
- - sahamulTUn; she left a daughter 50 years 
of age. In the presence of the police ju.
medar and burkendo11s. 

· - - unnoomlimu!; she had no children. 
The husband having .died at Benares, the. 
widow embraced a piece of his wearing ap
parel and hair~ Burnt in the presence of 

, the police mohurrur and burkeudoss. 
. Ramcband, mit• - - service; middling cir- Ditto . . Bansbaria- : - - sahamurrun; she· had no children • 

. - · · . try. cumst:inces. · Burnt in the presence of the police ju-
. . . _ .e medar and burkendoss. (continued.) 

• The .niohurrer of the thannah, who w~ in charge when this suttee took place:on being examined by t~ wagi;trate, stated that he was ignornnt ofthe rule\>! wl~cla it.is enacted tbatJlo; wuman can bum .und~r the age .of 16 •. He has b.~:eo. 
----~--~------ ----··--.. .. . .. --· -- -. . . - dj,mb~. nnd the attention of" alltbe police o!Jicers has been agiiiii"particularly directed to those instructions. ' 

-. -· -z -'-' 
0 
0 
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DIVISION OF CALCUTTA-continued. 

I 
Names of 

"" ZILLAHS. • SUTTEES. Age. 

Hooghly-continued.l 39·-}\1:usst Foolmony 6() 

40.-D0 Goopy • • 41 

" 41-:-Dft Jugd~ssory}6. 0 
"' Deby · • • 

4!2.-D• Buggobottee ~~ 

44.-D0 Deby Ram-}64 · dbony • 
45.-D• Unno • • 55 

46.-D0 
• Khemung}45 Kurry Deby • 

47.-Do Soonjomony 22 

49--D0 Dassy • · • 32 

50.-D~ Unno - • 50 

CASTE. 

Kamar 

Bagdce 

Brahmin -

Koomar • 

Bagdee. • 

Brahmin • 

Nappit -

Brahmin • 

Banea 

Kybotta • 

! 
. 

' Names and Caste of Profestion and Circumstances of 
their Husbands, ' . ~ the ':u:uabaud.· Date of B~rning. 

Juggonauth, ka.
mar. 
Chustedh ur,bag· 

dee. 

• • blacksmith; middling· 
circumstance!!. 
._ .:. husbandman ; ~obr cir
cumstances. 

14 August 1825 

J5 - -

• Ramnedbee,chu- - ,;, service ; 'middling cir· 
cumstances. ·kurbuttee. 

Gollok, paul 

Kante, paul 

• • .; seller of earthen-pots ; 
poof circumstances. · 

• - • paik ; in poor circum• 
stances. 

20 

Hurranundo, ba
norjer. 

Rumsoonder, 
nappft. 

• • landholder; opulent· 27 
circumstances. 
;. ~ barber; .poor circum- -
stances. 

Ditto 

• Doorgnperzad, •• trader; middling cir· 28 - -
banoorjea, cumstnnces. 

• Gullock, puddar ;. • rope-maker; poor cir· 31 - -
cumstances. 

• Ockoor, dass • •• husbandman; poor cir-
cumstances. 

Shyam,_ pugwah - - :. ditto • .. ditto 

.. 

• Jugganatb, dass • • - labourer ; poor circum
stances. 

~ Sept. 

3 

4. 

I11 what 

Police J urisdictiou. REMARKS. 

Ghattal 

Dhunea~olly 

Byedbattee 

Ooloobaria 

Ditto 

Rajapore • 

Hooghly • 

Byedbattee 

Ooloobaria 

. najapore .• 

Bugnan • 

Hooghly -

.,. 

- - sahamu~run ; she had · no child~en, 
.Burnt in presence of the police burkendoss. 
• • sahamufrun ; she left 3 sons and 1 
daughter, the youngest son 16, and others 
above 18 years of age. In the presence of 
the police burkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun; she had !l1!ons and 1 daugh· 
ter, all above 20 years of age. In the pre-
~C!ice of the police mohurrur and burkendoss. 
• • sahamurrun ; she left a son 5 years of 
age. Burnt in the presence of the police 
darogah and burkendoss. · 

• '- • sahamurrun; she left 1 sou and 2 
~aughters, above 20 years of age. In the pre
sence of the police jumedar and mohurrur. 
• • sahamurrun; she bad a t~on of 27 years of 
age. In the presence of the police burkendoss. 
~ - sahamurrun; she left 3 sons (of which 
2 are twins), the former is 30, and. the latter 
13 years respectively, and !l daughters, 25 
and 16 years of age. 13urnt in the presence 
of the police of mohurrur. . . . 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons~ the 
youngest {)I and others above 24 years of age. 
In the presence of the }Wlice mohurrur and 
other officer~. • 
- ~ sahnmurrun ; · she left no children. 
In the presence of the police jumedar and 
mohurrur •. 
- - sabamurrun ; she left a son · and 11 
daughters, above 18 years of age. In the 
presence of the police burkendoss. 
• ~ sahamurrun; she left 3 sons and !l 
daughters, the youngest son 1 !, and others 
above 5 vears of age ; the young child taken 
in charge by the husband's. brother, under 
the required engagement. 13urnt in the 
presence of the police burkendoss, 
~. • sahamurrun; she left 1 son and ·!1 
daughter~, the young child 101 • and others 
above 14 years. of age. Burnt 1n the pre .. 
sence of the police mohurrur • 

t 



..... 
....... 
00 

."':j 

l-l 

• 

• 

51.-D0 
.. Soonday}60 

· · Da~:~sy - • 

52.-D0 Peary • - 30 Barooee -

54.-D0 
• Kummul}34 Monydeby - · 

ss.-t>o Mu'imoroma}.24 
Deby - -

56.-:.Do BemolaDassy 20 

Kyoste 

Brahmin -

Sutgoup • 

57.-Do Trepoora - 24 Tally 

58.-D• Punt·hee - 50 · Moochee 

59.-D• Rookkoony - 6o Jogee 

6o.-D0 
- Sonamony} 

Deby • .. 4° 
Brahmin -

6t.~D· Kenoo Das.<;y 52 Bagdee 
' . ' 

• 
62 .-D0 Rammony • 55 Sutgoup -

63.-D0 Unnoo Poor-} Kyoste 
• nil.h .. · • 30 

. . 
64.-D" Radhamony 6o Soonree 

Luk Manta, dass 

Ramchand, auss 

Kummul, bjsivass 

)Iudden Mohun, 
pagrassy. 

Cbaudmohun, 
mooke1jea. 
Bhuggowan ,ghose 

Bhyrubkoondoo 

Ramkanto,moo· 
chee. 

Ramhurry, jogee 

Debechurn, gbo
sal. 

Hullodhur, bag~ 
dee. 

Ramhurry, ghose 

Chundechuro, 
bose 

Paucboo, sbau • 

• - husbandman ; poor cir
cumstances. 

- • betel-seller ; ·opulent 
circumstancE's. 

- - teacher; poor circum
stances. 

• • jogmany; middling cir.; 
cumstances. 

- - service ; opulent cir-
cumstances. · 
- - shopkeeper ; poor cir· 
cumstances. 

- - ditto - - ditto. 

-. • weaver; middling cir
cumstances. 

- - weaver; opulent cir
CUD1$taoces. 

- • service; middling cir
cumstances. 

- - husbandman; poor cir
cumstances. 

- - talookdar; opulent cir
cumstances. 

• • service ; opulent cir
cumstances. 

• ... \iquor-seller; middling 
circ!fDstances. 

9 Dec. Bagi10n 

10 Byedbattee 

Beneepore 

Ditto Byedbattee 

17 Hooghly • 

19 

Ditto Bausbaria -

27 - .Rajapore • 

Ditto Byedbattee 

Ditto Banepore 

Jehanabad· 

4 October- Dewangunge 

15 Hooghly 

17 Byedbattee 

. 

- - sabimurJ;un ; she left 2 daughters 
above 21 years of age. In the presence of 
the police jumedar and burkendoss • 
- - sahamurrun ; she left one <;laughter 17 
years of age. In the presence of tbe police 
burkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun; she left 2 daughters, the 
youngest 20 and another 25 years of age. 
In 'the presence of the police burktmdoss. 
- - sahamurrun·; she bad no children. 
In the .presence of the police moburrur. 

- - ditto - - ditto • - ditto. 

- - sabamurrun; she had no children. 
In the presence of the poiice pliaredar and 
burkendoss. · . 
- .• sahamurrun ; she left 2. daughters, the 
youngest 2 and the other 8 years-of age ; the 
young child taken in charge by the bus
band's father, under the required engage
ment. Burnt in the presence of the police 
mohurrur and burkendoss. 

- - sahamurrun-; she left lZ sons and 2 
daughters above 18 years of age. In the 
presence of the police burkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 1 son and 1 
daughter above 20 years of age. In the 
presence of the police burkendoss. 
• - sah~murru}l; she left 2 sons and 2 daugh
ters, the young child 8, and others above 11 
years of age. In the presence of the police 
burkendoss. • · . 
- - sahamurruu ; she left 4 sons of 25, 16, 
11 and·s, and 2 daughte~;s of g and 7 years 
of age. In the presence of ditto • 
- • sahamurrun; she had 5 sons of 32, 
lOIS, 26, 16 and 12, and 1 daughter of 13 
years of age. Burnt in the presence of the 
police jumedar and burkendoss. . 
• - sahamuhun; she left a son 1 year of age. 
The child taken in charge by the husband's 
brother Joygopaul Bose, under requisite 
engagement. In the presence of the police 
pbaredar and burkendoss. 
• • sahamurrun; she left 3 sons and 3 
daughters above 19 years of age. In the 
presen~e of the police burkendoss. 
, • (continued) 
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DIVISION OF~CALCUTTA-continued. 

ZILLAHS. 
Names ~f 

-SUTTE:tS .. -A~e. 
C'AS TE. 

Hooghly-continued 65.-Mus~t Soodh1J.~}7o ·. Bania 
.. ruookee • .. 

66.-D0 ~ · 'Iarasoon.:} ·Brahmin ~ 
dang Deby • 5o 

,. 
67.-D0 Tarah Dassy 30 Kyoste • ... 

68.-D0 Lukkbee • 29 Malakar -

6g.-D0 Parbuttee • 6o Bania 

70.-D° Kaootah • So Kybutta -

71.-Do Sadhoo - 75 Hary • 

7~·-D° Khema Das-}55 Keybotta -
sy . .. .. 

73.-Do Patra Mony· 65 Telly 

· 74.-D• J'oroona Mo-}
57 hee • -

llhat 

75.-D0 Sumdhony 6o Sutgoup ,. 

76.-0° Russoo Mo-}60 Telly 
htre - - -

Namesand Caste of ! Profession and Circumstances ,.of 
' .. . .. Date of Burning. 

their H_usbandw.. ·~ _ , the Husb!lnd. 
- ' 

Urjoon, puddar ;. 

Ramdhun, moo
kerjea. 

Debypersad·, sir· 
car. 

Kassematb, rna· 
Iakar. 

Doolal, bania • -

Sautbory, mundal 

Buddimith, bary 

Nemy, dass .. 

Lukkun, dey • 

N uudokissore, roy 

Debeechurn, 
gho~e. 

Ramhurry, paul 

• • banke1·; middling cir· ~ 1 October 1825 
cumstances. 

• • service; middling ~ir- . -
cumstances. 

• - ditto ditto 

• "' seller of flowers; poor . .. 
circumstan<:ElS, · 

• - banker; middling cir- 25 
c-umstances. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

• - husbandman ; poor cir
cumstances. 

3 November • 

- • dhooly or drumnier; in 
poor circumstances. 

7 

' • • husbandman ; in poor 
circumstances. 

11 •. 

-: ~ shopkeepe1; ; 'in mid· 12 
dling circumstances. 

- .. beggar ; in poor 'cir- 14 
cumstances. 

- - cultivator; middling 18 
citcumstance!ll. 

- - shopkeeper; poor cir
cumstances· 

• '' 

Ditto 

In whut 

P11lice J uriscliction, B.EMARKS. 

Rajbolhaut . 

Byedbat~ee 

Baunbaria • 

~ooghly -

Dhunniacolly 

llajbolhauth 

Ditto 

Dhunniacolly 

Benepore • 

Dewangunge 

Jehanabad 

Byedbattee 

.. .. ,sabamurrun ; · she left 3 sons ·and 3 
daughter& all above u years ot' age. In the 
presence oi the police burkendoss. . 

- . • .• sahamurrun ; she left 4 sons and l 
daughter, the young child g, and others 20 

, years of age. In the presence of the police 
mohurrur. . · • 
.. - sabamurran; she left 9 daughters, the 
youngest 4 and the other 13 years of age. 
In the presence of the police burkendo.ss. 

• - sabamurrun; .she left Zne son of 12~ 
and 3 daughters of S, 8, and 4 years of age. 
In the presence of the police burkendoss. 

• • sahamurrun; she left one son and 4 
daughters above 29 y,!)ars of age. In the 
presence of the pohce burkendoss· 
- " sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and 1 
daughter above 20 years of age. This suttee 
took place without the knowledge of the po· 
lice offi<lrs, but by the depositions of the vjl· 
lagers i~ppears that the suttee took place 
a_ccording to the Hindoo law and custom. 

• - sabamurrun ; she had a son of 50 
years of age· Burnt in tbe presence of the 
police jumedar and burkendoss. · 

- • sahamurrun.; she left 3 sons above 22 
years of age. In the presence of the police 
burkendoss. 1 

- - sahamurrun ; she left 6 sons above 30 
yeurs of age. In the presence of the police 
pharedar and burkendoss. 
.. - Eahamurran, In the presence of the 
police phareMr and burkendoss. 

- • sabamurrun ; she left 3 sons and 1 
daughter above 20 years of age. In the pre
sence of the police burkendoss. 

.. - • sahamurrun; she left 1 sou of 12, and 
1 daughter of S years of age. In the pre
sence of the police burkendoss. 

t 



77.-0° - Parb~ttyl70 ; Deby - • · 
78.-Do - Hurropar- 61 

Lotty Deby -
79.-D~ • Rowary 

65 ' Deby - - · 
So.-D~ - Chitrah. } 60 

Deby - ·-: 
81.-0° - Ramkeny}32 Deby • • , 

Brahmins 

8~.-D0 Sadhoo Deby 85 

83.-Do Deb 1\Iony 32 Kyoste 

.S4.-D0 Peary • • 32 Rajpoot 

85.-D0 Raddhal\Iony 50 Brahmin -

• 

86.-0°. - L_ohour_}30 Koony • 
Kybotta -

~7.-Do Soorja. -: 40 Telly 

S8.-D0 Daby Dasy 45 Chundhal -

" 
. 8g.-D0 Radha • -: 40 Telly 

• 
• ·.go.-D. 0 Buggabattee}60 

: . Deby . - - _ 
Brahmin -

g1.-D0 Gandhury - 30 Sutgoup 

92.-D0 :R-a!endee : 30 ·Chundal 

Ramlochun, moo
kurjia. 

Tareeny, chatoor
jea. 

Kaleesunkur, 
chuckerbutty. 

Aluddun, bose -

Juggot, roy 

Buddinath, ba~ 
noorjea. 

Cheestedhur, 
dass. · 

Ramlochun, 
paul. 

landholder; opulentcir· 
cumstauces. 

- - service; middling cir
. cumstances. 

- - minister ; poor circum
. stances. 

• • mooktear; middling cir
cumstances •. 

- - husbandman ; middling 
circumstances. 

20 

21 

22 

minister i poor circum- ' 24 
stances. 

- - husbandman; middling 27 
circumstances. 

Ditto 

• • service ; poor circum- Ditto 
sta11ces. 

Tellokram, chung -.- husbandman ; poor cir- Ditto 
· cumstances. 

Koonchil, aut. 

• · . Ramjt>e, gon· 
1 golee. 

-.I Kerioo,paul. 

I . . . . 
• i Hullodhur, chong 

~ ·. . . 

• • shopkeeper; poor cir· 
cumstapces • 

- - landholder; poor cir
. .cumstances. 

- - labourer; poor circum
. stances. 

. - - paik ; poor circum
stances.· 

[ 

3 December -

4 

5 

Dhuniacolly 

·Byedbattee 

Dewangunge 

Cbinsurah-

Rajbolhaut 

Hooghly -

Rajapoor 

Benipore - -

Ditto 

Dewangunge 

Benipore 

Chunderconna -

Benipore -

- - sahamurrun. Oneson 30 yearsofage. 

• - sabamurrun; she left n child 7 years 
of age. In the presence of the p;;lice mo
hurrur and burkendOS$. 
- - sahamurrun ; s~e left !Z son~ and 3 
daughters above 2,1) years of age. In the 
presence of the police burkendoss. 
• - sahamurrun ; she left no children, and 
burnt herself in the presence of the police 
nazir and burkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun ; she · left 2 sons, the 
youngest son 6 and the other 9 years of 
age. Burnt in the presence of the police 
burkendoss. · 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 2 . sons and 1 
daugbter,.above 16 years of age. In the 
presence of the police pharedar and bur
kendoss. 
- - sahamurrun; she left no children, and 
burnt herself in the presence of the p9lice 
burkendoss. 
- • sabamurrun ; she 1eft 1 son of 8 years 
of age, and 3 daughters of 25, 20, and 18 
years .of· age. In the presenc~ of the police 
burkendoss. 
- ~ sahamurrun; she left a son of 25 years 
of age. In the presence of f.he police bur
kendoss • 
- - sahamurrun; she left. no children, and 
burnt herself in the presence of the police 
jumadar and burkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun; she left 1 son of 8 and 2-
daughters of 25 and 20, years of age. In• 

·.the presence of the police burkendoss.; 

- - sahamllrrun; she left 2 daughters, the' 
youngest 6 and the other .10 years of age • 
In the presence of the police burkendoss. 

- - sahamurrun ; she left 2 daughters of 
15 and 6 years of age. · In the presence of 
the police burkeridoss. · 

(continued) 
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.. 
DIVISIO!f or CaLCUTTA-continued. 

ZILLA.HS •• 
Names of 

SUTTEES. Age. 

.Hooghly-continuecl. '93:'-Muss1 Adory • 32 

94.-D0 Joy ~ony • 6o 

,. 
95 • .:..no Unnopo.oma}'l5 Deby • _ • 

·. g6.-D0 SoohadliraDeby 65 

97·-D0 Netto Dassy 70 

·, g8.-D• Russo ChuQ-}
44 dalny - • 

99.-D0 Rajessory • 6o 

; 
. 102.-Do Rassoo • 32 

;, toa.-Do Petumberry }a
2 

. Dassy • • 

CASTE •• 

Gunda Bania 

Dhobee .. 

Brahmin -

Kybutta • 

Chundal.-

Jalia -

Gundabania 

Brahmin • 

Augoory • 

Kyosta • 

. ' 
In what Names and Caste of 

their Husbands. 

Profession and Circumstances of : 

the Husband. Date of Burning. 

• • 

Police Jurisdiction~ RE.MARKS. 

~· .. 
R utton, duttoo - - - spice-seller; poor cir

cumstances. 
5 December. 1825 Rajbolhaut 

• Buddinath, dhobee - • washerman; poor Cir
cumstances. 

... . 

6 

Ramchand, bhut- • • jugmany; middling cir- 11 
tacharjee. cumstances. 

Noyan, roy - • • minister; poor circum-
-stances. 

13 

• Godad~urf, dass • • husb.andman ; middling 14 
cumstances. 

• Gour, chung 
11 

• • paik; poor circum· 19 
stanct-s .. 

Doolal, jalia 

• Joogul,jovy 

.. .. fisherman ; poor cir
cumstances. 

- • - spice-seller; poor cir- 23 
l:umstances. 

- Parbutty, mooker- - • service ; middling cir- 25 
jea:. cumstances. 

Uddichurn,joss .. • • ditto._ - - ditto 30 

- Goorchunder, dutta - • teacher ; poor circum· 31 
cum stances. 

Dawangunge 

Byedbattee 

Hurripaul · 

- Rajbolhnuth 

Benipore • 

D" . 

Jehanabad 

- . Pundwah • . 

Chinsurah 

Benipore • 

- • sabamurrun ; she left one son of 11, 
and 2 dau~ters of 16 and 5 years of age. 
.In the presence of the. police hurkendoss. 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 4 sons of 20, 12, 
9 _and 6, and ·a daughter of 16 years of 
age. In the presence of the police borken
doss. • ' 

.. -· -- sabamurrun ; she left two sons, the 
youngest 2! years of ·age and the other 25 
years . of age. The young thild taken in 
charge by the husband's brotherKallee Dass, 
bhuttachargee, under the requisite engage 
ment. 

·• · - - sahamurrun; she left 1 son an.d . 1 
daughter above 30 years of age. Burnt in 
.the presence of the police burkendoss. 
- • sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons above 35 
years of age. In the presence of the police 
burkendoss. 
- • sahamurrun ; · she left no children, 
and burnt herself in the presence of the 
poli!)e burkendoss. 
- • sahamurrun; she left one eon and 3 
daughters abuve 17 years of age. In the 

. presence of the police burkendoss. 
- .- sahamurrun ; she' left 2 sons and 2 
daughters, all above 18 years of age. In 
the presence of the police burkendoss. 
- - .sahamurrUti ; she left ! son and 2 
daughters above 11 years of age. In the 
presence of the police jumedar and bur-
1\endoss. .~ 
- - sahamurrun; she left one son of 13, 
and one daughter of to years of age. In 
the presence of the police darogah and 
other officers. 
, .. sahnmurrun; Hhe left 2 sons of 16 and 
9, and one daughter of 2 yE'ars of age; the 
young child taken in charge by Ramgopaul 
Dutto, a relation of the suttee, under re· 
quired engagement. In the presence of the 

· policejumedar and burkendoss. 



Jessore -

Chootaf • 104.-D0 Soobadh~ ·}60 Dassy • .• 
· Ruttun, chciotoo· 
dhur. 

• • carpenter ; ' poor 
cumstances. 

cir· Ditto ·chunderconn · • ~ • - sahamurrun ; she left 1 son 
. daughter!'! nhove 13 years of age. 

· presence of t~e p~lice burkendoss. 

and 3 
In the 

Note.-Wfth reference to the orders'of the Nizamut Adawlut of the 23d July 1824, the description of the circumstances and condition in life of the husband have been inserted in the 
fifth column, and for the sake of brevity have been distinguished in three classes ; viz. opulent, middling and poor.. · . . · · 

ZILLAH HOOGHLY. 

Total number of Suttees -

.. 16 1.-MussumutGouree 28 Telee 

2.-D0 R~ttee Mun-}6o 
. nee Debya • 

Brahmin • 

a~-no Rajessurree } 71 Debya • -

• ·. 
I 

4.-D° Koroona Mo-} 
· bee Debya • 50 .. 

• 

COMP~RATIVE ABSTRACT OF EACH YEAR: . 
1815· t8t6. 1817. . 1818. t81g. J820. 1821. 1822, 1R23, 

'72 51 ll2 141 115 • 93 

• Dhookeram, talee .. • an oilvender; in· poor 
circumstances of life ; an 
illiterate man. 

Ramneedhee, 
chuk.erbutty. 

Kerparam, chucky 

Ramneedh~, 
chukerbutty. 

- ~ had some landed pro
perty, and was in middling 
circumstances of life, and 
was educated in the Ben· 
gallee language •. 

~ ·.ministering Brahmin; 
he was in middling circum

. stances of life, and was well 
educated in the Bengallee 
language. 

"' • bad some landed pro· 
perty, ancl was in middling 
circumstances of life; and 

· well educated in the Ben
gallee language. 

. 95 79 81 

. 1 February 1825 Tallah 

Noabad .• 

6 March Lowhugurah 

5 April Noabad 

,. 

I 

-
1824• 1825· 

91-. 104 

• - it appears from the report of the daro
gah that the widow voluntarily permitted 
herself to be sacrificed with the corpse of 
her husband, in the presence of ·the mo-
horir of the Tbannah, and that the orders oi ::I: 
Government on the subject of suttees were ~ 
duly observed on the occasion.· The widow Z 
had a son aged 12 years. ' ·· · · · d 
.: .;. it appears from · the 1·eport of the. daro- O 
gha, ·that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 0 
herself in his presence on the funeral pile ~ 
of her husband, and · that the orders of "'G 
Governlnent on the subject of the suttee . 6 
were dulx observed on the occasion. · The· O 
widow had 4 sons of 23, 28, as and 42, and ~ 
2 daughters of 20 and 3:Z yearsoof age. ~ 
• • it appears from the report of th~ daro· ?' 
gha that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in his prese_nce on the funeral pile of 
her husband, and that the ·orders of Go
vernment ·on the subject of the suttees were 
duly observed on the occasion. The widow 
bad 3 sons of 17, !!5 and !.18 years of age. 
- - it appear! from the report of the mti• 
hurir of the Th.annah, that the widow vo
luntarily sacrificed herself in his presence. 
on the funeral pile of her husband, and that 
the orders of Government on the subject of 
suttees were duly observed· on the occasion. 
The widow-had a son of 35 years of age. ~ 

(continued) '-' 



DIVISION o:r C..\LcUTTA-continued. __,..... 
ZILLAHS. • ~ Names of 

S UT1'EES • Age. 

.. 
Jessore-cuntimted. 1 

, 5.·':"Musst Chqnder~}·3~ ' · ·· Perbha ,;; · ~ -
6.-Do SunnaMuhee 25 

. 
• 

<7-. .:oo ·Timkowree }3~ Dassea -

: s-...:suukeree .. - •. 50 

g'.-:-0° ObhyaDassia 40 
' . 

. . " ;;, 

to.-Aunundo Mul1ee} 
D.assea . - 40 

CASTE. 

Buddee : 

: 

D" 

Kait 

Names anq Caste of 

their Husbands. 

Hurchund~~~ sain 
.,!. • 

ilunye, dutt· 

Profession tmd Circumstances of 

:· ·· the HusBand. 

; 

,. .,. a putwaree; in nlid· 
dling circumstances of life, 
and educated in. the Ben
gallee language. 

; :. a: vender of shell orna~ 
-ments, and had a gantee 
juma; he was in middling 
circumstances of life, ·and 
was educated in the Ben
ga.Ueelanguage~ · 

Date of Burning. 

• Ponannth, bose - ~ - he was in middling cir~ 4 August -

Aud~oram, dutt -

Porun Sunker, sain 

cumstances of life, nnd was 
educated in the Bengallee 
language. 

• • a beggar ; in . pour . cir· 
cumstauces of life, :and an 
illiterate man. 
• .. a doctor; he was in 
middling circur;nstances of 
life, and educated in the 
.Bengallee language. 

ll 

• Deecbunder, paul - ·- had ·]anded • property; • · Ditto -
was in middling circum• 

' stances of life, and educated 
in the Bengallee language. 

In what 

Police Jurisdiction. 

Lowbee Gurrab . 

I ~~wabad • 

Tollah 

Nowabad - • 

REMARKS. 

" • it 11.ppears from the report of the: daro: 
gab that the'" widows voluntarily sacrificed 
themselves 'in his presence on the funeral 
pile of their husband, and that the orders 
of Government. on the subject of suttees 
were duly observed on the occasion. The 
widow, Chunder Perbha had a daughter or 
18. years of age. 
• .. it appears from the reporJ .. of the da 
rogah that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in his presence . on the funeral pile 
of her husband, and that the orders of 

·. Government on the subject of suttees were 
duly observed on the occasion. The widow: 

. bad 2 sons of 7 and 11, and a daughter ()f 
4 years of age. • 
• - it appears from the report of the daro 
gha that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in his presence on the funeral pile 
of her husband, and that the orders of 
Government on the subject of sutt11es were 
duly observed on the occasion. The widow 
had no family. 
• • ditto • - ditto • • ditto. 

- - it appears from the report of the daro 
gha that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in his presence and that of his mo 
hurir on the funeral pile of her husband, 
and that the orders of Government on the 
subject of suttees were duly observed on the 
occasion. The widow had two sons of 9 and 
14, and a daughter of 12 years of age. 
• • it appears from the report of the daro
gba that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in his presence nnd that of his mo· 
hurir on the funeral pile of her husbaqd, 
and that the orders of Government on the 
subject of suttees were duly observed on the 

. occasion. The widow had a daughter of 5 
years of age. 



.... 
... , 
00 

• 

Jungle Mehals ·• 9 

12.-D0 Hurmonee • 35 ·Brahmin • 

J 3.-Sreemuttee 

14.-Kumloa Debea • So Brahmin -

15.-D11 Sooljmonee }-· 
· Dassea • • 45 

Koit 

Srcckurith, boldal' 

Bungsee, dutt • 
, 

Ramgoviud, but· 
tacharge. 

Bbowanee Per· 
shaud, paul. 

- • a moburir ; : well cir· 
cumstanced in life, and edu· 
cated in the Bengallee lan· 
guage. 

- - a labourer ; in poor cir
cumstances of. life, and an 
illiterate man. · 

• • a ministering Brahmin, 
and had landed. property; 
he was in middlit'g circum· 
stances ·of life, and well 
educated in the Bengallee 
language. 

- - hnd landed property, 
and was in middling cir
cumstances of life, and well 
educated in the Bengallee 
language. 

16.-D° Konwaree .}40 Deb ea. 
Bums Brahmin - Beerussur, bhat

tachaljie. 
- - a ministering Brahmin~ 
and had landed property ; 
he. was in middling 'cir
cumstances of life, and well 
educated in the Bengallee 
language. 

• 

• 

1.-Mus!!IJumoona • 52 
I -

2.~· Roop Koomry 39 

Bysh 

Rajpoot 

Chaud, bish - • shopkeeper ; poor and 
ignorant. 

• Anund Sing, baboo • - r~lated to Bessenpore ; 
family pensioner and pro
prietor of lackrauj land 

'fhenidah' • 

1 October Noabad 

31 Singah 

16 December - .Cutwally -

Mahomudpore -

17 January 1825' Thanah Jeldeah 

8 March Thanah Burrahor 
Bessenpore. 

• - it appears from the report of the daro• 
gha that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herse,]f in his· presence on the funeral pile 
of her husband, and that the orders of 
G:.overnment on the subject of suttees were· 
duly observed on the occasion. The widow 
had no family of her own, but an adopted 
son of 4 years of age. 
• . - it appears from the report of the daro•, 
gha that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in ~is presence on the funeral pile · 
of her husband, and that the orders of 
Government on the subject of suttees were 
duly observed on the occasion. The widow 
had no familY, 
- .• it appears from the report of the daro- · 
gha that the widow voluntari.ly sacrificed 
herself in l:tis presence on the funeral. pile 
of her husband, · and that the orders of 
Government on the subject of suttees were · 
duly observed on the occasion. The widow 
bad four daughters of ao, 36, 39 and 45 
years of age. 
• • it appears from the report of the mo- . 
hurir of the '!'hannah that the widow volun
tarily sacrificed herself in his presence on 
the funeral_pile of h.er husband, and that 
the orders of Government on the subject of 
suttees were duly observed on the occasion. 
The widow had two SODS of 6 and 20, and 
a daughter of 12 years of age.. 

- • it appears from the report of the daro
gha that the widow voluntarily sacrificed 
herself in his presence on the funeral pile 
of her husband, and the orders of Govern· 
ment on the subject of suttees were duly 
observed on the occasion. The widow ha.l. 
4 daughter~ of 4, 8, 15 and 20 years of 
age • 

• • sabamurrun; . and this ·woman left no 
infant children, and the police officers were 
present. 

• • ditto • - ditto - • ditto. 

(continued) 



Names or CAt!TE. 
ZJLLAIJS .• 

. ' l 

, I ' Name• and Cuate of , Pro'rmion and Circumstances of i 

their II us bands. tbe Iluaband, 
Date of Burning. In what 

Police .T urilldietion, REM ARKS. 
S UTT ~.ES. . Ago •. 
. ., _______ , _ _...;. ______ ., _______ , _______ :----------l-------1------i--------· .. ··· ... -'"" -- -···-"' ·-

J unsi<i 'Mehals_: 
continued. 

·~ . .., ~ 

3.-.i\Iuss1 Ishoree .. So 

, . 
4.-Do Pussoo .. • 75 

5.-Do Jndree • ,. 
6.-0° Ulutnee .. 
,,..:no Nullah • 

S.-D• Khema 

9.-D° Kuroona 

1\Jidnuporc • 2::z 1.-Muss1 Jussoda 
.Munnee .. 

.. 50 

.. 90 

.}so 

2.-D0 Loocbmee • So 

a.-D0 'Cbnndmony 42 

4.-0° Suboynnee • 6o 

s.-0° Biddah • 48 

6.-0° Sooburdra • 0o 

7.-Do Luckeypernh Go 

Chasa 

Dro.hmin .. • 

Aungruck • • 

Chasa Suonry .. 
Bhaut · ~ · • 

• 

Moira 

Telee 

Kyth 

1\yburt 

Brahminee Gos· 
sning. 

Drnhmlnee • 

Kybert • • 

Brahminee 

Sutgope ...- • 

Rughoo meeta, 
chasn. 

Boyle Pater, brah· 
·min. 

Mokoond, aunll;· 
ruck. 
M uaun, &haw .. 

Rammoho.raje, 
bho.ut. 

Lochun, moira • 

Suroop Po.ul, te• 
lee. 

• • cultivator; poor and 
ignorant. 

• • 1ackraujdar and .culti· 
· vlitol'; and ignc.irarit. · 
• • t:ultive.tor; poor ana 
igtiorlmt. 
• • ditto .. .. ..: 
.; ;. cultivator; poor aha 
ignorant, but could write 
Ben~all~e. 
• • poor and ignorant, but 
could write Bengallee. · 
• • euhivator; rnoc.lerate · 
circumstances, and ignovant, 
but could write ·Bengallee. 

18th M.ny 

15th Juno 

nd August 
~8th Sept. 

27th N.ov. 

16th Doc. 

. . 

1825 Thnnah Burrah, • • sabamurrun ; and this woman left no 
or Bessenpore. h1fant child,ren, a~d the police officers were 

present. , 
Tbanab Beer· • • aittti . • • ditto • • ditto. 

choom. 
- Tbano.h Cbnss • ;. • <Htto • • ditto • • ditto. 

Z>' ditto Sncpore. 
D• Jeldcah .. 

Ditto .. 

• • ditto 
• .• mtto 

• • ·ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto • 
ditto • 

ditto • • ditto. 

- · Thanah 1\ullulpore • • ditto .. • -ditto ditto. 

Nemoy Sing 
Ghose, kyth. 

• • mohurrer; 
very well • 

; 
lived noti 12th Jan. 1825 Thanah Gur Be· 

tach. 
lo - burnt on her husband's pile, ·leaving 
only a daughter-in-law, and by her two 
sons. The ceremony took place before the 
police burkencloss. 

I 

I 

Govindram Sa· ... ·cultivator; lived in 'a 1 21St 
wunt> kyburt. tolerable good state. 

Dhoobun Mohun 
Gossain, brahmin 
gossnin. 
Juggernauth 

. Chow dry, brah• 
mi.u. 

J uggernauth 
.Mibtee, kybe1't. 

Sydie Pynie, 
Grye, brahmin. 

Biddoo Rouelce, 
· sutgope. 

• • landholder; lived very 
weU. 

• .. landholder and mohur· 
rcr ; lived very well. 

cultivator; lived well 

prohittee; lived well 

• • cultivator; lived very 
·well. 

3d Feb. 

26th 

13th March 

13th April 

Thaul\h Kassi· 
gunge. 

D0 Gu1· Detah • 

D• Dynmarree • 

no Kassigunge • 

0° Seldah • 

o~ Subbung • 

• - bumt. on· her husband's pile, l1aving 
3 daughters·in-law, und .g grandsons. 'fhc 
ceremony took place in the presence of the 
police jumcdar • 
.. · .. burnt on her husband's pile, leaving two 
grown·up sons. The jumedar and 'bu'r• 
kendoss were present. 
• • burnt on her husband'$ pile, having left 
o. son aged 32 years, who is mnrried. The 
police bm:kcudvss was present at the cere· 
mony. . 
•• burnt on her husband's pile, leaving ll 
grown-up sons, and 3 daughters, who were 
married. The police jemadar was preserit. 
• • burnt on her husband's pile, leaving a. 
daughter nged 12 years, who is ma'rried. 
The polire jemadar wns present. 
... burnt on her busbanc..l's pile, having no 
relations. The jellladar and burkendoss 
were present. 



8.-Do Tarr;tney • 6o : Kyth Soggur Ghose, - • cultivator; lived very 17th D0 ..Midnapore . • • burnt on her husband's pile, having 
..... 

'kyth. well. · .. ! left a daughter married, aged 2{; years . 
"--1 I 

'?0 The jemadar and burkendoss were pre-
sent. 

g.-0° Hurrier Pouah 6.o Brahminee Purkheet Bhqr- : - - landholder~ lived very ~oth no Keelmegole - - • burnt on her husband's pile, having left 
. . ' ga, brahmin. well,. · 2 sons, aged respectively 40 and 30 years. 

The . jema~ar of the tbannah was pre-
sent. 

: 1 o.-D0 N: eead~e - 6o Do<?liah Rhabur • Juggernauth -. cultivator 1,md barah; 24th oo Kulmegele . • -·burnt on her husband's pile, leaving two 

Dooliah, brahmin. lived well. I sons, aged respectively 3'1 and 25 years. 
The jemadar of the tbannab w~s pre-
sent. 

~ 
11.-D" Sreemuttee !.tO : Kyth Sredhur Gbose, l - - labourer; lived not very 15th May . no Kissingunge • - - burm on her husband's 'pile, having no 

~ 
kyth. :well. relations. The ceremony took place before 

~ . the police officers could arrh-e. Sonatur > 
l Ghose acted as moctar, and was fined 30 ~ 
I rupees for not reporting the ci~:cumstance to -the thannah. < 

f!;!,-Do Aunuridee • 30 Brahminee Gyaram Chat- - - landholder ; lived very ;. 28th June Ditto - • burnt on her husband's pile, !eaving a t:::l 

terjea, brahmin. well. son and daughter, aged respectively 6 and '7 ~ 
years. They are left in charge of the uncle; 0 
the usual· agreement was executed. The 

:I: 
0 · loharee; lived well ; 16th August D~ Subbung 

jemadar of the tbannah was present. -13.-Do Hennee .. ~2 Lobar Cartuck Rannah, .. - - burnt on her husband's pile, leavjng no z 
~ lobar. children. The jemadar and burkendoss t;:j 

were present. c 
14.-D0 Junnoo - ~0 . Sutgope Bheecarree · Gi- : cultivator; lived well· Do • - no R~moobhunder - - burnt on her husband's pile, leaving an 0 

ree, sutgope. infant daughter in charge of the uncle. The 
~ usual ,agreement was· executed by the 

uncle. The mohurrir and burkendoSI of -I Brahminees 
the thannah were present. 

t,:j 

15.-Do Jankee . Rajiblochund landholder ; lived well ' 1st Sept. no Midnapore 0 
45} 

.. - - -burnt on their husband's pile, leaving no 
~ t6.-D0 Seebanee - 40 Banoljea, brahmin. children. The jemadar and burkendoss 

I were present. ~ 
· 17 .-Brahmunnee .. 36 · Brahminee ~uckikunt, brah- - .. prohitee and landholder ; · 6th Do· Kassingunge - - - burnt on her husband's pile, leaving .. lived very well. 2· daughters and 2 sons; the daughters mm • .. being married, and the sons left in charge 

of Muddrosoodu:Q. Chu!=~urbu~ty, the uncle. 

1 8.-Do Soonderee -
The· uttual agreem.ent W~U~ .. executed. 

40 Kyth - ' Koochubdeye, moherrer; lived well 7th ; no Kul~egole . - T.' -. bu:rnt.on h~r husband's pile, leaving 
kyth • 3 marri~d daughte~s. · The bUTkendos.s was 

• pr~sent~ 
19,-D• S~k.eree .. 70. Br.ahrninee . - Punchanund - - landhold,er; livecJ ,.~tY 9th nit~9 .,, - • burnt on her husba11cf.s piie, leaving 

• ,>..··-..., 
Chiidie.rbutty, well. 2 sons, aged respectively 30 and 35 years . 
brahmin· : The burkendoss was present. 

20.-D• Lelee - 10.5 Kyburt Santiram Saurunt, • • cultivator; lived very 1oth Oct. : D• Kassingunge - - ·.burnt on her husband's pile, leaving a 
kyb~rt. well. · son aged so-ye:).r~! Th~- burkendoss was 

' l nrl>liPnt. ( rnnfim1t>tl'l 



DIVISION or C.ucvTTA.-continued. -
ZILLAHS. 

Midnapore-coll· 
firmed. 

Namea cor Age. 
, SUTTEES. 

\! 1.-Mus~t Suddee . ·.50 
fl 

!Z!Z,-D0 Doo.rgee, • So 

.. 

.Toint Magi&trate of Nugwan • 

Nudclcah • 6o ' 
nee J&bapore, 

t.-Musst Nundra·} 

tbannah Gobur- 82 
danguh, zillah 
Nuddeah • 

!Z,-D
0 

Subosoondil·} 
ree Dabia Rok· 
unpore, thannah 6_ o 
Nuddeah, zillah 

, ditto • •• j 
3.-oo Lalmunee "\. J 

Dabia ditto ditto J 3~ 
4.-D0 Beemolee De .. ·t 

bea Pateelparab, 
· thannah Um-

1
40 

booha, · zillah 
Burdwan .. 

5.-Do Pyaree Das·} 
sia Sbaleega~n, 

7 tbannab Hunra, 1 

zillah· N uddeah 

6.-D0 Pyaree Dabia1 
Beernagur,tban· 
nab Hawakally,J!:I3 
zillah ditto 

CASTE.'. 

Dome • 

Dbobee • -

Brahminee 

no 
Bydinee . . 

Kayetnce • .. 

Brahminee' 

Namesand Caste or 
. . ,their Husbands. 

Profelsion · and Circumstances of 

the Husband. Date of Burning. 

Gird her Mannab, ..... dpuqmer; lived very . ,24 October 1825 
d~me; · well. 

H urrikeeaiu, 
dhobee. 

Callypersaud Ba· 
nerjea, a brahmin. 

Gbunessam Moo· 
kerjea, a brahmin. 

Sutnbhochunder 
Sein, a byedee. 

Ramkoomar Sir· 
car 1 aka.st. 

Sreernm Baner· 
jea, a hrahmin. 

• • wasberman ; 'lived n~t 9 December -
very well.· -

-None:-

• • followed no profession ; 
and possessed lakray land 
and other propl:!rty. 

•. • followed no profession ; 
and possessed of talooks and 
other property to the amount 
of 40,ooo ru1)ees. 

• • profession a doctor; and , 
possessed of lakray land, 2 i 

· beegahs and other property, 
to the amount of 20 rupees. 

• • profession service; and 
possessed property to the 
amount of 50 rupees. 

' 

.. .. The deceased was an 
inhabitant of zillah .lela!· 
pore ; in consequence of 
which his profesaion and 
circumstances in life could 
not be ascertained. 

6 January 1825 

-.. 31 

1!.Z March -

!.ZS - -

.. 
• 

In what 

Police Jurisdiction • 

Ku~megole 

Tha~ah 
taubpore. 

_ • · • • &:uno9morno, leavi,ng \I sons, aged re
specttvely 23 and 25 years, and a daughter 
aged liO years; the muherrer and burken

. . doss were J-'Tesent. 
Por· . -:: • burnt on her husband's ·pile, leaving 

7 children, all married. The burkendoss 
was present • 

Goberdangah 
darogheb. 

~ ~ this woman had no children under 3 
years of age. This was a case of saba· 
mumm, or burning together with the bus· 
band's corpse. 

Nuddeah ditto ~ 
. I 

Santipot·e ditto 

•' 

Nuddeah . . 

Santipore .. 

• • the widows of G bunessam Mookerjea 
. were barren. This was a case of saha
murrun, or burning together with their bus•. 
band's corp11e. 

• • this woman bad· no children under 3 
years of. age. This was a case of saba· 
murrun, or burning together with the bus· 
band's corpse. · 

• • ditto - • ditto • • ditto. 

•• ditto ditto .. .. ditto. 



.... 
" 00 

7.-Do Chaudmuneel 
Chytulparah, 

24 tl1annah Sariti·j 
pore, zillah ditto . 

8.-D
0 

Beemolah ·} 
Dabea K vbah, 
thanoah ftaug- 50 
wypoo Koorlah, 
zillah ditto • · 

g.-D" Kummur M";.l 
nee Dabia Ba· 

. rukpore, than
nab Goburdan- 65 
gob, zillah dit· 
to · - •· · 

10.-D
0

. Pyaree.Ban.:.} 
yanee N uddeab; 
.tbannah 32 
Nuddeah, zillah 
ditto • • 

11.-D" Lukhee Da-1 
bia Santipore, 20 
tbannah. Santi•J 
'pore, zillah rlitto 

12.-D" Un,10poor .. } 
. nab Ranaghaut, · 

thannah Ran- 55 
naghaut, zillah 
ditto .:. ~ -· 

13.-D. " Bheem Kis-} 
henughur, than-
nab Cutwally, 22 

• zillah ditto • 
• 14.-D" Radhamunee} 

Dabea Burnu-
gur. thannah 30 
Houskhally, 
zillah ditto • J 

nee Ghogah, 
15.-DG Denomu-} 

thanll'ab Sook- ~6 
saugur, zillah 
ditto - -

Tantinee • 

Brahminee 

D" 

Bunenee -

Brahminee 

Teylenee • 

Koorenee-

Brahminee 

Kayetnee -

Govind Dhunun
tureeJ a tantee. 

• • profession, a weaver; 
possessed of property. 

20 April 

Runuk Panreh, 
a kunwuy brah
min. 

Rampersaud Rai, 
a brahmin. 

- • profession, a merchant; 
and possessed prQperty • to 
the amount of ,5,ooo rupees. 

• • merchant by profession, 30 
possessing 60 beegahs of 

. lakraj land, and property to 
the amount of 1,ooo rupees. 

Cashunath Dey, 
a bunniah. 

.. - profession, a 11hopkeeper ; 
possessed property to the 
amount of 50 rup~es, 

4 May 

Nettyanund Gos-. 
syne, a brahmin. · 

Ramchund 
Koond, a teylee. 

Mad~bchunder, 
a koree. 

Ramjye Mooker
jea, a brahmin. 

• - followed no profession ; 
possessed of a. talook and 
lakraj ~and, and property 
to the amount of 500 rupees. 

• • profession, a shopkeeper ; 
. and . possessed property to 
.the amount of 500 rupees. 

- -profession, a shopkeeper; 
possessed property to the 
amount of 25 rupees. 

• • profC!ssion, service; pos
sessed 1 oo beegabs of la
keraj land, and property to 
the amount of 500 rupees. 

10 

25 

Seebchunder • • profession, service; pos- 28 
Biewas, a. kayeth. sessed property to the 

amount of 40 rupe~s. 

* 

Ditto 

Santipore • 

Kaugwuy Poo~ 
kooriah jumadar. 

• • this woman had a child under 3 years· 
of age; but previous to the suttee a near 
relation entered into the prescribed engage• 
ment on stamped paper to take care of the 
child. This was a case of sabamurrun, or 
burning together with the husband's corpse. 

• • this woman had no children under 3 
years· of age. This was a case of saba~ 
mm·run, or burning together with. the bus~ 
band's corpse. 

Sooksaugur da· 
- .- ditto rogeh. ditto - • ditto, 

N uddeah ditto • 

Aughurdeep mo· 
hurrer. · 

Sooksaugbur ditto 

• • ditto - - ditto • - ditto. 

_- • this woman . had a child under 3 years 
of age; but previous to the suttee a near 
relation en~ered into the prescribed engage
ment on stamped paper to take care of the 
child. This was a case of sahamurrun, or 
burning together with the husband's corpse. 
• • this woman had no children under 3 
years C?f age. This was a case of saha
murrun1 or burning together with th~ hus
band's .corps~. 

Nuddeah darogba - - ditto - - ditto ditto. 

Santipore ditto - - - ditto - - ditto • • ditto. 

• 

13ooksaugur ditto • • ditto - .. ditto • - ditto. 

(coJI.tinued) 
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.. DIVISION or 9ALctr:TA.-continued. 
f 

Names and Caste or Profeasion nud Circumstances or ' In whai 
Names of CASTE. their Husbands. 

I Date of Burning. REMARKS. . ct\'e Muf~.~~d~ Police Jurisdiction. • 
Z!LLAHS. ' SU"!'TEES. ,4&e• 

l ' ' : . ..... ' ·r 'r .~:.. "· · '} · · 1'" J ~·. t.~ ·~tiL·; v .. . ;...: .. , !~. ;--l1Ut., .. "~" .. - . .... (:,i...~'·"·-· ,:r,, ......... ~~-- . -- ·- "''f·•···~~· +>~ ~ ~. 'I ,,i. .,, ..... l:. ~ . . 
• N uddeah-continued 16.-Muss• B .. Iass} G\Valeenee ' 

. Ramdhun Ghose; ; • • profession, cultiya.tor; · 13 June 1825 Sooksaugur mo· - - this woman had no children under 3 
·J'ennendangah, a gowala. . poss~ssed property jlDd ~at- hurer. years of age' • This was a case· of saba· I 

thannah · Ra· 20 tle to the amo_1,1nt of 200 murrun,. or burning together witli the but~· 
nagbaut, zillah rupe.es. band's corpse. . I 

.. Nuddeah · • . 
~ . . 

Ramsoonder Hol- Nuddeah da· • • ditto . - ditto . . ditto. 
17.•0• Sdd~!ssu~J Teylinee . . ~ ':' prQf~•siop, $. merchant; q: - -

eeypa,ra!,l,~h~J;l-! 6o ~llf-1 A t,eylee. and po.s~~l!led p,-~.p~rty. tg rogha. -
ah Cut~ally,. the ~ntci~t,Pf s~o rppe~l:l· 

iillah ditto · · ~ , · 

18-D~ llh:f!Ub!~l Brahminee - Romanath Moo· • • followed no profession ; 14 - .- Aughurdeep ditto ~ '!' this woman had a· child under 3 y.ears 
p~bia Aure~- kerjea, a brahmin. po§s~t>l!e.d 13p b,~eg~~ths of of age.; but preyious to the suttee a pear 
~d~b, ~hl!~~~h 40 lak~aj land, ape! pther prfi, relation entered ~pto the prescribed enga~e· 
.Aureeadab, ~al"! ' perty t?. tb~ qmoy,nt ?f a,OQQ on stamped paper to. take care of the ch~ld • 
lah 24· Pergun- rupees. This wa~ a case of $_ahamurrun, or burning 
nabs - • q>gether "'ith 'the husband's corpse. 

1~.-D• Bhugwutheel no \ 

Shamakanth Ba· • • p!ofessi<?n, service~ pos.- Santipore ditto - :- ditto ditto· ditto • . . !2!1 - - - - . - . 
Dabia · · Belgu- 11;erjea, a brahmin. resse ~0 bee~ah~ f lakraj . 
reah, thannah 24 ands, and property to the 
Santi pore, zillah ari1ouht of 200 ·rupees. · ~ 
N.\lddeah '1." 

•orO! Gouree Das·} Sutgopnee . - Soobul Ghose, a • - profession~ cultivator; 29 - - DittQ - . - ., this woman had no children under 3 

. sia Baresut, sutgope. possessed property to the years of age • This was a case of saba-
· tharrnah Kausk~ !11 ampunt of~ or a rupee~. . murrun, or burning together with the bus-

bally; zillah ,. .. . . ·~ . band's corpse. 
ditto • • 

<~-D' · Samasoon·} Brahminee. - Hursunkur Moo· • • followed no profession i 3 JLlty · ~ Augburdeep mo· • - ditto . . ditto .. . ditto. 
duree Dadpoor,· ' kerjea; a brahmin. ~osse~sed property to t~e · burer. · 
thanuah Aug~ 30 , mount ~f 100 ru~ees. 
burdeep, zillah . 
ditto - · -

,,.,-0° (Joure• Munoe} no . . Sustedbur Bbut- - • a priest ·and pundit by 17 - - Sooksaugur da· - • ditto ;. . ditto - . ditto. 
I Dabia Khyer- ta~harje, a brab· crofession, possessed 200 rogha. 
i pore, thannab 50 mm. eeg~hs of lakr~j l11nd, and 
, Jheenukdah,zil- prop!'!rty to t~e amount of ~ 

! lab Jessore - 1,000 rupees. 
23.-D• Suckhee Da-} ' 'no . .. . Moischunder Ud- • - followed no profession, .30 - - Ditto . . .. • ditto - . ditto . . ditto • 

: bia Kaurbra- hikaree, a brahmin. and possessed property to 
parab, ~qanah 30 I the amount of S,ooo rupees. I 

Sook·SI\ugor, • 
zilla~ N.udd~ab 

' 



24.-D0
• • Dhowanee1 Kayelnee • Juggumath, dutt • • profession, a labourer; 1 :August Nuddeaili da- • - thiil woman had no children under 3 ... K1shenpoor,: 4-o or kayet. possessed property to the rogba. years of age. 'fhis was a case of saba- . 

....... thannau Hun-j amount of 15 rup~es. murrun, or burni.ng together with the bus-
?l rnh, zillah ditto band's corpse. 

•s--ll• J ugodum·} Drahminee Ramkoomar ... a pundit by profe~sion ; 10 nit to ~ • ditto . - ditto - . ditto, 
beth Dhurum· · "furkbt\gees, a · po11s~ssed 6 beegahsoflakrnj 
dab, thannah 48 brahmin. land, and property to the 
Hunrab, zillah amount (>f 50 rupees. 
ditto - • 

26.-D' Kirpamobee} D" Rajchunder Moo· • • profession, service; pos- 14 -:' Santi poor da· • • ditto - . ditto . - ditto. 
Dabia Santi- kerjea, a brahmin. sessed 50 beegahs of la.kee .. rogba. 
poor, thannah, 6o raj land, and property to the 
Santipoor, zil. amount of 11:10 rupees. ::0 
lab ditto • - t'%:1 

•7~ti• . Aunud} D" See boo Chow- - • followed no profession, 18 Meberpoor je· ..... ditto - - ditto ditto. t::"'4 
> -Mobee Hedjlee, dree, a ba·abmin. and possessed 25 beegabs of madar. 1-3 tbannah Me· 45 lakeraj land, and property ~ 

herpoor, zillah to the amount of 120 ru- -< ditto • .. pees. &.2 
. oS.-D' Treepoorab} no l\Ioisch~nder • " service by profession ; 19 N uddea darogha .. • ditto -· .. ditto - ditto. 

""' 
Dabia Belpook- ' Chatterjea, a possessed · 15 beegahs of 0 hooria, th~nah 6 brahmin. lackhraj land, and property 

::t:: N uddeah, zillah 0 
to the amount of 150 rupee.s. 

0 ditto - - 1-1 z ..f;o. 2g.-D0Umbe~kahJa.\ Byetenee .. Fuqueerchund, • • a drummer by profes · :.!5 Sooksaugur mo:. - - ditto . - ditto ·- . ditto. 0 malpoor, than- a byethee• sion, and possessed no pro· burrer. 0 nahSooksaugur, }'.15 perty. 0 zillah ditto .. 
ao.-D" .,. Cbittmh 1· Sutgoptmee Soobul Newakee, - .. the deceased was iup- 10 Sept. Sooksaugur da· .. ·· ditto - - ditto - - ditto. :< Ghollah, than- asutgope ported by his son-in-law, and rogha. ~ 

· nab Ranagbaut, J5o possessed no prop~rty. 0 
zill!lh ditto - 0 

a•~D' Kislao Alo-} Brabminee GoopeenathChoo- - • followed no profession ; Ditto ':' Santipoor ditto .. "' .;. ditto - - ditto - - ditto • ~ nee, Dabia ramunee Butta- possessed 70 beegahs oflak-· 
Kasheebparab, charjee, a brahmin . Jeraj land, and property to 
tbannah San- 5° the amount of 1,200 rupees. 

• tipoor, · tillah 
• ditto .. .. .. 

a•.-D• Hu~>oooda-J no Sumbhocbunder - - by profession' a priest ; : 11 Ditto • - ditto - - ditto ditto. ree Thakoor- Bhattacharjee, a and possessed 51 beegabs of 
I parah, than· 50 . brahmin. lakberaj land, and property • : nab Santipoor» to the amount of 300 ru-

,. 
. • sillab ditto .. pees. 
33.-D• Anund Mo-} Bi~onath '- Birjonath -1\Iooker- .- - profession, service ; pos- : 1 '7 Ditto .. - ditto - - ditto .. - ditto. · heE:, • .. • 55 jea, a brahmin. sessed 130 beegabsoflakhe· 

; raj land, and property to tbe 
; amount of 5,000 rupees. 

·( ctmtinued) ~ 
~ 
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DIVISION OF CALCUTtA-continued. ,. 
Profession and Circa~stances of· ; Names aud .. Caste of · lu.wbat . 

~~rues of C.A STE. Date of Burniug:' REMARKS. 
ZlJ,LAHS. . Age. t.heir· Husb!lt)ds,, the HQsband •. Police Jurisdiction;. 

S "Q '1' TE~S. - . - .. ... ' ' . 
N udJeo.h-continued. 34~M"'s'. Mooktah} Brahminee ~ Unyadhynath • - by"profession a-pundit, 18 ·Sept. 1825 N uddea darogha - - this woman bad a child" under 3 years of 

Dabia,Bubeer-. Mooketjea, · a possessing 25 beegahs of age ; but .previous to the suttee a near rela-
gatchee, than~. 32 brahmin. lakberaj'Jand, and propt!rty· ' tion entered iuto the prescribed engagement 

!!> nab; Kunrab, ; to the amount of 150 rupees. on stamped paper to t.ake care of the child; n 
~illah Nu~de~ . 

- .This was a case of sahamurrun, or burning 0 
" 

35·-D' • ~aymun''} Fuqueerchund 
' 

together with the husband's corpse. a: 
Keyetnee- ·• - -profession, service ;'JlUS.. "21 - - Doulutgunge - ,. this woman had no children under 3 - ~ 

Taldeehee,_ . .Biswas, a kayet. sessed no\ p~opertr • ditto. . years of age. This was a case of saba~ c::: 
· tbannah Dou- 50 I mm-run, or burning together with the bus~ Z, 

1utgunge, zil- · band's corpse. ~ 

lab ditto· - · Ci 

36.-D• •. Radhamu·} Teylinee ·- J uggurnath Paul, - -profession, a shopkeeper, - Ditto - Santipoor ditto~ - • ditto .. - ditto - - ditto > -- .-3 
· nee, .Beernu- a teylee. in partners with the. "brothers -. gar, tbannah 20 of the deceased. 

- 0 
Hatiskhall y,. 

~ z 
,zillah ditto • en 

37.-D• •. Sush<iolah} Kayetnee - - Kistnopersund - • by profession service, 3 October - Sooksaugur mo- . •• ditto·_ - ... ditto· - - ditto 1:1> 
. Ranaghaut, · Mittre, a kayet. and possessed no property. hurer. z 

· thannah Han- 6o '• t::; 
agbaut, zillah 
ditto. - '. • n 

38.-D° KU,;Jab'mu-} Brahminee Deebcbunder - • possessed property · -to 6 - - Kanguzpookoo- "'·.- this woman had- a child under 3 years 0 .. :;:;.; 
·nee, · Kularow·~ Banerjea, a brah· the amount of 500 rupees. ria ditto. of age ; but previous to the suttee, n near ::0 
ha, ·thannah 24 min. . relation entered into the prescribed engage- t:-':1 
lCauguspookoo- · ment on stamped paper to take care of the . r.n 
ria, zillah, ditto child. This was a case of sabamurrun, or '"0 

- burning together with the husband's corpse. o. -. 
·. ~39.-0• · Daabee,} Kayetnee .. Bishonath Dut.t, - - profession, service ; and 9 - - N uddea darogah - - ditto :.. - ditto - - ditto z 

1\:Iabarajpore, a kayet. possessed property :to the t:' 
thannah Hun· 26 amount of 25 rupees. 

. t:-':1 
rab, zillah z 
d1tto ~ - ~ 

40.-D' DeegumbUree) .Brahminee Bowaneechurn - - followed no profession, 11 Santi poor mo- • - this woman had no children under 3 -t'lj 
- - - ' Dabia Band- B~nerjea, a brah- and possessed 51 .. beegahs of hureu years of age. 1'his was a case of saha· 

koolah, than- 50 mm. of . .lakerbaj land,, and pro•. murrun, or burning together with the bus-
nah Hauskhal- perty to the amount of. 200 band's corpse. 
ly, zillah ditto rupees. 

ditto 41.-D• Petumburee} -no - .. ·- Bykurit chatter- - • by profession a priest or 12 - Sooksaugur da- • • dit{o - - ditto . . -Dabia Kamal- jea, a brahmin. · performer of religious ser- rogha. 
· pore, thannah ~5 vice; possessed 150 beegahs 

Sooksaugur, of lakheraj land, and pro· . 
.zillah ditto - perty to the amQuut of 

' 3,ooo rupees. 



... 
'" ·::n 

--

• 

4~.-:\:fussumaut Pel · 
tumuuree Da-

. bia Kachrapa- . 
1 
S 

·.rab, · thanah 
Sooksaugor, · · 

. zillah ditto · .. 

Byerampore, 
60 

43.-D
0 

Urnopoprnnh·} 

thannah Hanag
haut,zillab ditto 

44.-Do Rammunee 'l 
Dabia Dogal· 
cbya, thannah 45 
Hunrah, zillah] 
ditto - • 

45.-D" Urnopoornab} 
Dabia Tegghu-
rea, thannah !)O 
Hunrah, zillah 
ditto • -

46.-D~ Deerpomo-} 
bee, Mendiah, 
thannah Santi- 29 
pore, zillah 
ditto • -

47.-Do Sreemuthee) 
Dabia Nowkou-
ree, thannah 25 
ltanaghaut, zil· 
lah ditto- -

48.-Do Neloo Da·} 
bia Beernugu1·, 
thannah Hau~- 28 
khally, zillah 
ditto • .. 

49.-Do Ki~h10munee} 
Dnbia G yepore, 
thannah Meher- 46 

• pore, zillah 
ditto. ' • -

so.-D'" G,hitrah Da-} 
bia 1\Iaishoon-

. dab, · thannah 50 
Sa.ntipa1 e,zillah 

'ditto ·- .. 

Brahminee 

Kayetnee • 

Brahminee 

Naptinee -

·Brahminee 

no 

no 

- i Kirtheechunder 
- , Dhattacharjee, a 

brahmin. 

- - prof~ssion, service ; pos• 
., scssed 1 oo beegahs of lak
. heraj land, and property to 
· the amount (lf 6o rupees. 

Ramsunkur - - profession, service; and 
Chunder, a kayct. pos8essed .2 beegabs of lak· 

heraj land. 

GudadhurHol
dar, a brahmin. ' 

Sreenarain 
Turksedkauth, a 
urahmin 

Thakoordoss, a 
napeetb. 

• - possessed of lakhernj 
land and other prqperty to 
the amount of 225 rupees. 

• - possessed of · ]akheraj 
land and other propt!rty to 
the amount of 300 rupees. 

- - by profession, barber; 
possessed no propertr. 

Jssnrchundm· • • • profession, a mercha11t; 
Gangolee, .a brah· posses$ed prop~rty to the 
min. amount of 2,ooo rupees. 

llamtoonoo 1\Ioo
kerjea, a brah.min. 

- - profession, a merchant; 
possessed property to the 
amount of 200 rupees: 

Ramanund l\loo· possessed of lakhcraj 
kerjea, a brahmin. land and property to the 

amount of 2,ooo rupees . 

- Thakoordass Cbat
terjea, a brahmin. 

• • profession, service; pos· 
sessed 10 beegahs of lakhe
raj la:bd, and property to the . 
amount of 7 rupees. 

: 12 Oct(lbet· i 8115. : Sooksaugur da· 
rogab 

0 .Nov. 

8 

17 

19 

Ditto 

Ill 

Ditto 

' 

Sooksaugur mo
hurer. 

Nuddt:ah darogha. 

• - Ditto -

Santipoor juma
··dar. 

Sooksaugur mo
hurir. 

• Santipore darogha 

N uddea darogha 

Santipore darogha 

• • ·ditto - - ditto • - ditto 

• ·_this woman bad no children under 3 
years of nge. This was a case of saha· 
murrun, or burning· together with the hus-
band's corpse. , · 

·• • ditto • • ditto - ditto. 

- - ditto - • ditto • - ditto. 

- - ditto - - . ditto :- - ditto, 

• - -ditto • - ditto - - ditto. 

~ 
M 
~ 
P> 
~ 
Joo-1 

~ 
~-
,..:j 
0 
t:I:: 
Joo-1 

z 
~-
0 
0 
~ -t:J 

• - this ~oman had a· child under 3 years 0 
of age ; but px:evious to the suttee a near rela· . ::S 
tion entered into the prescribed engagement s:n 
on stamped paper to take care of the child. 
This was a case of sahamurrun, or burning 
together with the husband's corpse. 
- - this woman bad no children under 
3 years of age. This was a case of saba
murrun, olburning together with the hus
band's corpse. -

- - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 

(continued)_ 



ZILLAHSJ 
Name• of 

SUTTEES. Age. 

N uddeab-contit~uetl 51 .... :Musgt Hurosoon-} 
• dureeDabiaPoo-

" • '" raparah, th~n- 25 
• nab Ba:gdah, . 

t:illab N uddeah 
,, i)2 .... D0 !tass Monee} 

Dabia Soobur-
.. nopoolee, than• 32 

.: nab Nyhalee; 
ztllah di~to • 

53.-D0 Seedbessu-1 
tee Dabia Ba- · 

· gulcbra, than- 65 nab Kauguzpoo- ( 
kooria, zillah J 

. ditto • • 
54.-D0 Burodah Da·} 

bia · Bancheca· 
rah, tba'nnah 20 
N uddeah, zillah 
ditto . - -

55.-Do - Nulletahl 
Santi pore, than· 60 
nab Santipore,J 
zillah ditto • 

56.-D0 Dassee Bbul-} 
kah, tbannah 

50 Santiporc, zil-
lah ditto • -

57 .-D0 
Oomasoon-} 

. duree, · Santi
pore, thannah 22 
SantiptJre, ~illah 

. ditto • -
5S.-D0 Rossoo Beer-1 

nugut; thannnh I 
Hauskholly, zil·J44 
lab ditto • 

59.-D<> Bermomohee} . 
Dabia Ausma-
lee, thanitah Ra- 40 
naghaut, zillah 

• _ ditto - .. 

Brahminee ·· 

no .. 

Tantine~ -

Kayetnee • 

Naptinee -

Sakranee • 

Brahminee 

Nnn1e1 and Caste of 
their Husbands. 

Profession ~tnd Circumstancu of 
the Husband, · Date of Burning. 

In what 
Police Jurisdiction. 

REMARKS. 

Ra-r gungah Chu· 
kerbutty, a brah
min. 

• - profesrion, service: pos
'iessed of lakheraJ land and 
property to the amount of 
6~ooo rupees. , 

Monchur Mooker- ,. ·~ profession, service; and 
jea, a brahmin. possessed property to the 

amount of 7 rupees. 

25 Nov. 

Soodharam Ba- • - pos11essed 40 beegahs of 2 8 
nerjea, a bl·ahmin. · .lakberaj lru1d, !lDd property 

to the amount of 200 rupees. 

Ramchuon Moo. 
kerjea, a brahmin. 

• Juggurnath Bu-
nik, a tantee. · 

• • profess.iotl, service; and 
possessed 150 beegabs .of 
lakheraj land, and other 
property to. the amount of. 
1 ,ooo rupees. 

- .. profession, service; and 
possessed no property~ 

Pranhuree Sircar, profl:'ssion, service • 
a kayet. 

10 Dec • 

11 .... 

Iesur, a nnpeeth profession, a barber • • 19 

Deybeepersaud, 
a sekra. 

H urchunder Ba· 
nerjea, a brahmin. 

.. • profession, a goldsmith 

• • profession, a merchant ; 
possessed 1 oo beegahs of 
lakheraj land, and property 
to the amount of 1 ,ooo ru· 
pees. · 

' 

1825. l3augdah jumadar. . .. . ~ 

SookBaugur ju· 
madar. · · · 

- - this woman had no children under 3 
years of age ... This was a case of saba• 
murru~, or burning together with •he hus· 

· band's corpse. . . ... 
~ - ditto ditto • - ditto: . . 

Kauguzpookooria ;. ··ditto • - ditto • - dftto. 
mohnrer. 

- . N uddeah darogha • • this woman had a child under 3 years 
of age ; . but pre\'ious to th"e suttee a near 

relation entered into the prescribed engagement on stamped paper to 
take care of the child. This was n case of sahamurrun, or burning 
together with the hnsband's corpse. 

Santi}lOOr juma
dar. 

Ditto 

• - this woman had no ehildi:en under 
3 years of age. This was a case of saba

. murrun, or burning with the husband's 
corpse. 
- • ditto •· - ditto • • ditto. 

Ditto - - - this· woman had a child under 3 years 
of age ; but previous to the suttee a near 

relation ente.red into the prescribed engagement on stamped paper 
to take cnre of the child. This was a cas& of sahamurrun, or burning 
tog;ether with the husband's corpse. ' -

Santi pore darogha •• this woman had ·no children under 
3 year$ of age. This was a case of .aa.hJ\• 
murrun, or burning together with the bus~ 
band's corpse. 

Sooksaugar dilto - • ditto • - ditto • - ditto, 



Suburbs of Cal-
cutta - . 48. 

-"""" l~ 

• 

6o.-D
0 

Oomab Da-} · 
bia Hathehalah, 
thimnah ··Hun- 65 
rab, zillah · 

· ditto - -

.t.-Musst Gunga 1
32 Money - -J 

2.-D" Rokooney - 6g 

a.-Do Beemalla.h 24: 

4.-D" Gouty 70: 

Gundo1 baniah 

Coo mar 

Joogy 

Jronsruitb, 
, camar 

5·-D° Cowsooliah 70 ~ Gowallah -

6.-Do Bishenperiah 6o 
1 

Brabminee 

:} 7-D• Hurosoonde-}40 Ditto 
.ree - -' 

8.-D" Bermomobee 35 
9.-D• Dyah Mohee} Koit 

Dossee - - so 

; ~o.-D° Chunderperinh 55 ~ Byed 
I 

• l 
I "lt.:.. 0° ,Po luck· - -.(0 ~ Koit 
1 • 

- Rampersaud • -profession, service; pos· 
. Chatterjea, a brah- sessed of lakhe~aj land and 
min: . other property to the a-

mount of 1o,ooo rupees. 

- Calachaud, saba - - lived on the produce of 
a house rented 5 rupees per 
month. 

R~mjoy, paul .,; ·- doctor, and earned a 
monthly income of 10 ru-
pees. 

·- · Panchoo Cowree; .... - • weaver; ·subsisted on 
joogy. thtl profits of his labour, 

5 rupees per month. 

·d Anuntoram, ca-
1 

- - subsisted on the profits 
mar. 1 of his labour. 7 rupees 8 

Doorgarain, go- i amaas. 
- - bnd a portion of !and, 

walla. which produced him 20 ru-
·pees pet 'month. · 

I 
Nundkishore, - - a talookdar ; i·n d1e re-roy 

Ct>ipt E>f' 100 rupees 
mouth. 

pe1· 

Neelmony, moo- ... - service, on 15 ru,pees .per .. ' kerjea. l:nonl.ll, · · · 

' •, I Gourhurree, mit- - -service, on 10 rupees per 
I ter. month. I 

_, Kirteechunder, - - a.talook,which gave him 
! sain. roo rup~e~ per month. 

1\f uddunmohun, • -- .docto-4 aud earned · 
bose • monthly income of 20 ru-

12.-D• Gouiey 
pees. 

• 22' Weaver ·o'r tan tee Groopersbaud, - • weaver; subsisted. on 
tan·tee. the profits of 'his labour, · 

5 r:Jpees per month. I 

30 Nuddeah ditto • • • ditto - • ditto ·• • ditto. 

1'2 January 1825 Chitpore - • - voluntarily ournt herself after the cere-
many of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
the ·police darogha, leaving no children. 

19 Feb. Ditto • - voluntarily .burnt herself after the cere-
mony of aahamurrun. in the pre£ence of ~ 
tlle police darogha, leaving 1 son and 2 ~ 
daughters, all above 30 years of age. ·~ 

~ 2~ Ditto • .. voluntarily burnt herself aft~r the cere-
mony of sabamurrun, in the presence of ...... 
the police darogha, leaving 1 daug))ter 6 < 
years of age. · t::1 

Ditto Ditto - - '\l'oluntarily burnt herself after the cere- :~· 
mony of sahamurrun, in the .presence of 0 the poli~e darogha, leavh1g no children. 

29 Tau2eer4ur .. .:. - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere- :r: 
mon.Y of sahamurrun, iu the presence of ...... 

'Z tlle · poHce aarogba, leaving 3 sons and 2 
Cj danghters, all above 28 ye11rs of age • 

19 April Ditto I 
- - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere- 0 ·: 

0 m<>ny ef sahamurrun, in the presence of 
the police darogba, leaving 1 son and 5 ~ (laughters, all above 22 yeaTs ~f a.~;e. ~ 

28 ~ Sulkeeab - - voluntariiy bumt themselves afier the '=' ceremony of sahamorrun in the presence of 0 
'{lolice darogah, leaving no children. ~ 11 May Ditto ·• .. ~oluntarily bnrat bemelf aftler the cere- ~ many cf sabamurrun, in the rpre:!l6nOO of 
-police darognh, leaving 1 -60D a'nda. Gaugh-
ter; all above 22 years of age. · 

!ZO Tuu.zeeraut - - vo!.untarily burntllerself after the cere-
mony ·of"Sabarnurrun, in the JlTesence' .of 
police daro.gab, leaving 3 sons and.~ daogh-
ters, all a'bo .. -e !'6 years of age. 

t!5·- ·&lkee-ah - - • voluntarily buFnt herself .after the .cere-

6 June Chitpore ... 

.mony of sabamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving no· children. 
- - ditto - ... ditto • • ditto. 

(continued)_ ""-
~ 



'DIVISION OF CALCtJTTA-contz'nued~ .. · · 

Names of 

ZILLA.HS,. SUTTEES • 
Age. 

,CASTE. 

• 
:Suburbs of Cal- 13.-Musst Jumoonah}io . Coyberth.-
cutta-continucd. Dossee - • - · . 

14.-D" Kisbenmoney. 55 . Koit -

15.-:D• Sa_ umah- .. -}35 ·-Brahmin--
Soondery • · 

t6.-D0 Puddo Dossee 25 Baugdee -

17.-D0 Rammoney- 30 Koit • 

18.-D0 Jugga Dabia 25 Acherjee -

,_ 
: 

tg. D° Koochilfah - So Pod~. -

20.-D" Diggumburry 35 Gowallah -

21.-D" Bhyrobee 1
3 

.. 
Daheeab - J .J 

22.-D_" Joymouey ·_} 6 DJ.beea - 4 

23 -D" Gourey - 40 

24.-Takoor Dos::ee {
35 Dabiah 

Brahmin -

Bagdee 

Brahmin -

' ! 
Names and Caste Qf 

th'eir Husbands. 

Uckoor, doss 

J uggernauth, 
aeh. 

- :£>raun Kish~n, 
chuckerbutty. 

- Nusseeram, bang
dee. 

Ramdhun, ghose 

- Seebehunder, 
· aecharjee. 

- . Jugurnaulh sus
ker. 

I 
- : Comole, gl1ose -

- namruttun. m.o-
kerjea 

- Sumbboocbun-
der, ba~erje!l. •. 

- Gout·, baugdee -

Obhoy Churn, 
chatterj1!a. 

: 

Pr~fession and CircumStances of' 
the UusbaO:d; _Date of Burning. 

- - shopkeepel'; which pro- 22 June 
duced him 30 rupees pet 
month. ,- -. 

- - . service, on 1 oo rupees 30 
per month. 

- : service, on 50 rupees' per 10 August 
month. -

- - subsisted on the profits · 13 
of his labours, 5 rupees per 
month. 

- - service; on 1 o rupees per 17 
per month. 
- .. servicE!, on 40 rupees 1 S 
per mont~. 

'! - subsisted on 'the profits 21 
of his labour, 10 rupees per 
month. 

- :. service, on 10 rupees 
pe~- month. - · · · 

- • - ditto 

- - service, on 6~ rupees 27 
pe!' month. 

- - subsisted on the profits 28 
of his labour, 30 rupees per 
month. 

- - ajujmnny, or dir-ector 29 
of funeral or other cere
monies, which produced 
him 5 rupees per month. 

--

In what 

Police Jurisdiction. 
. 'REMARKS~ 

Sulkeeab -

Tauzeeraut -

- Ditto 

- Ditto 

Sulkeeah -

- Ditto 

_ Chitpore -

Tanzeeraut 

- Ditto -

Sulkeeah -

Tauzeerut-

- · - ..; voluntarily bnrnt herself after the cere
mony of sabamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 2 sons and 2 daugh: 

. ters, all above 25 years of age. _ 

.. - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 1 son, 25.years of 
age. 

;,- - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-· 
mony of sahamurrun, in- the presence of 

. police darogah, leaving no children. 

- • - - ditto - • ditto - - ditto. 

• - -- ditto • - ditto - • · ditto. 

,; .;. voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, -in the ·presence of 
police darogah, leaving 1 daughter, 2 years 
of age. An engagement was executed by 
Rammohun, · aecharjee, her husband·s bro-
ther, for the care of the child. _ 

~- ~.-voluntarily burnt herself after the c~re
mony of sahamurrun, _in the presence of 
police o! darogah, leaving no children. 

- - ditto - - ditto - - ditto·~ 

ditto ditto ditto. 

ditto ditto ditto. 

ditto - - ditto • • ditto. 

- - voluntarily· burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah> leaving r son and a· daugh
ters, their ages, viz. 14, to, 7 and 4 years. 



... 25.-D" Drapuddee } 22 I Jelliah Hurry Kishen, • - - fisherman; and earned 8 St>ptember Chitpore · - - • voluntarily burnl herself after the cere• ..... Dossee- - i jelleah. about 10 rupees per month. , mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of ~ police darogah~ IE:aving 1 daughter. 1 year, 
old. An engagement was executed by 
Radahkishen, jelliah,her husband's brotl1er, 
for the crlre of the child. 

26.-D" llhugobatty · }a- · Sudghope- Runo; newng~ - - - a trader; his pro.fits. - Ditto Nohazaree • - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-
Dossee- - D were about 1 o rupees per mcmy of sahamurrun, in the presence of 

month. police darogah, leaving 2 sons and 1 daugh-
ter, all above 1 o years of age. 

27.-D" Dhunmoney 40 Koit Tarrachund,ghose talookdar; in the re- 11 .. Tauzeerut - ... voluntarily burnt h~rself after the cere-
ceipt of about 400 rupees mony of sahamurrun, · in the presence of ~ 
per month. police darogah, leaving no children. ~ 

t'-4 
I 

Sulkeeah - - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere- > 28.-D" Gourey - 40 Bralnninee Ramchunde1·, ba-· - - service, on 25 rup~es . 25 t-3 nerjea, · per month. mony of a~abamurrun, iu the presence of -police' darogah, leaving 1 son and 1 daugh- · <': 
ter, both above 16 years of age. ~ 

~ 
29.-Do Rookooney - 70 Coybe1th - Doolall, kurrar - - - a trader; his proti~ 25 • Ditto - • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere- 0 - were about 40 rupees per mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 

t:C - month. police darogah, leaving 3 sons and 4 daugh- ...... ;..) ters, all' above 18 years of age •. z 
Cheedam, acherjee a trader, and lh·ed on - Ditto - • voluntarily burnt' herself after the cere~ 

t:l ao.-D .. Russo - - 44 Acharjee - . 28 - 0 
profits, about 40 rupees per mony of sahamurrun, in .the presence of 0 month. police darogah, leaving no children. 

~ 
31.-D" Curoonamo- }so Brahminee Ramloonoo, ba- - - service, on 10 rupees i October - Ditto • - ,;oluntarily burnt herself after the cere~ ...... 

nerjea. · per month. mony of sabamurrun, in the presence of t:l bee • -
0 police darogah,leaving 6 sons and 2 daugh-

ters, all above 18 years of age. ~ 
00 

32.-D0 Roghoomo- 1,
27 

Koit Rammohun,ghose service, on ~5 rupees 10 Tauzeer.aut - - -voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-
ney Dossee •J per month. mooy of sahamurnm, in the pres~nce of 

police darogah, leaving 1 daughter, 10 years 
of~ge. 

:33.-Do Rammoney } 6 Brahminee Att!!-ram, bhuta- manufacturer· of bricks, Ditto ~ - Ditto - - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-
Dabeah - 0 

· charje. which produced him J 5 TU• mony of 6ahamurruo, ·in the presence of 
• pees per month • poJice darogah, leaving 1 son, 32 years of 

age. 
34·-D0 Bishe'npeeriah .99 Coyberth N und LoU, coy- - -·service, on 6o rupee~ 12 - Ditto - - -voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-

berth. per month. mouy of &ahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 4 sons and 1 daugh· 
ter, all above 4~ years of age. 

"" (continued) -



.OIVISION oi' CA'LCUT'l'A-continued. 

ZILLAHS. 

Suburbs of Cal
cutta-continued. 

"'· Nnmes of 

SUTTEES. Age. 

• .~ •• e ·- ·• 1. ... ., •)• • ___.I!_ 

CASTE. 

..; -
s~_.-:,Muss1 Obherjah}7o ; Chootar 

Dossee- -
' ' 

_ 36.-D0 Umbeek~h }Bo · Gowallah -
• Dm;see • - 1 

37.-D~ Juggo- - 40 , Pode 

' j8.-D0 Ruttun • 70 Coyberth -

39.-Do R~ymQney }!l<J. 
Dab1a - u 

40.-Do Soorjeemo- }
50 n~yDossee 

41;-:..Do Chunderah } 50 Dossee • -

42.-Do Bhugobutty - 36 

43.-Do W oomah .}.r..:)o 
Dabiah 

Brahmin -

Koit 

Gowallah -

Brahmin .. 

- Ditto- • 

1 . ! 

! Names and Caste of Profession and Circumstances of 

-

-

their Husbands. 

N eemoye, choo-
ter, or .carpenter. 

; 

the Husband. 
; 

! - - subsisted o~ the profits 
of. his rabour, 5 rupees per 
montll.' 

! 
. Pritram, ghose ·- i - - rice merchant, and 

' 

l 
: lived on his profits, about 
i Jo.rupee& per month. 

' 
Gungeram, pode [- -- b.usbandry; ·which 

1 yielded him 11 rupees _per 
, month. 

- : Goroye, satrah · - · .- "' subsisted ~n the profits 
of his labour7 +· tupees per 
month. 

Rambullub, chu· 
kerbutty. • 

Rammohun, sing 

- Seeboram, ghose 

- · Lollchund, chat-
terjea. 

Ramburry, roy -

- • ajajmany, or director of 
funeral and other ceremo
nies, receiving about 15 
rupees per month. 

- - service, on 10 l'tlpees 
per tnonth. 

- :- a ~rader; which _pro-
quced him 5 rupees per 
month •. 
- - service, on 10 rupees 

· tJer month-

- - a talookdar, in the re
ceipt o,.f 100 rupees per 
montl1. 

! Date of Burning. 

t 2 8 October 18~~ 

I 
6 November-

- ~ 

Ditto 

8 

14 

27 - -
,28 - -

~9 

In wha.t 

Police Jurisdiction. 

• Chitpore .. -
. 

- Ditto - -
i 

Tauzeeraut - -

Sulkeeah ":' -

Tauzeeraut 

Sulkeeah -

Chitpore - -
Sulkeeah - -

-Tauzeerant 

.Rl1 HA.]llUi, . . · 1 , -

,t • ' 

.... - volunta.Fily burnt. herself after 1ibe c~re-. 
ri1ony of. sahamnrrun,.. in the. presence of 
police dar~bll leavie~ 1 son,. 50 years o( 
age. 

~ 4 VOluntarily' bnmt herself afteF the eere
. mony of sahamurnn, i'n- the presence of 
· police darogob, le&'9ing ~ sons and i · daugb
ter_s, all above 30 year~ of age. 

• .. Yoluntarily burnt herself afteF the cere-
mony o.f sabamurruu, in- the presence of 
police darogah,. leaving 9 daughters,- .an 
above 7 years of age. 

- - voluntarily burnt herself aftet:" the cere. 
mony of .sahamurrun, in the presen<.-e of, 
police darogah, leaving 5 sons and 1 daugh-

. ter, all·above 21 years of age. 

- - voluntarily burnt herself after tlie cere
mony of sahamurnm, in the pr_esence or 
police darogah, leaving .no children. 

- - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamunun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 1 son, 20 years of 
age. 

- - voluntarily burnt herself after the-cer~
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogab, leaving no children. . _ 
- - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in th~ presence of 
police darogah, leaving 1 daughter, 3 years 
of age. An engagement was executed b_y: 
l\1ohischunder, chatterjea, · her husband's 
brother, for the care of the 'child. 

- - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, iu the _presence of 
police darogah,· leaving~ sons and 1 daugb• 
ter, all above !l.~ years of age. 



• 

-44.-n• Ruttunmoney '70 Byed 

45.-no Dhuninoney 40 Brahmin 

· 46.-D0 noorgamoney 34 Gowallah -

47.-D• Chunder
money-

48.-D"'Comole 

Brahmin 

- 30 - Ditto 

24 Pergunnahs 26. , 1.-Mus~t Biddad- }
60 

, Brahmin -
. huree - -

2.-Do Gopee Dossee 50 Kyest 

a.-no Dya 1\fohee 40 Brahmin 

• 

4.-D9 Pnddabnttee · 6o Ditto 

Collipersaud, roy 

Mirloonjoy, mo
kerjea. 

service, on 20 rupees 
per month. 

... s~rvice, on 50 rupees 
\)et filontb. 

11 Dec. 

Goluck; ghose - ··- a milkman; which pro- .14 
duced him 20 rupees per 
month. 

Ramlochun, gan
gooly. 

· Beechoo, ganw 
goolly. 

Kishenchunder, 
banerjea. 

Kalleepersaud, 
bose. 

in indigent circum
stances. 

- - SJUJmany, or director 
of funerals and other -cere
monies ; whi£h produced 
him 10 rupees per month. 

- .- ~nbsisted by the profits 
-of Burmottur lands. 

- • rrervice, ·atso ~joyed the 
proceeds <>f a portion <Of 
lakheraj lands. 

'23 

24 

4 January 1825 

18 February 

Bishennauth, bid- : - ·-. pnndit; ·died ia poor cir- 20 
dabagees. · ~turustances. 

Radahnund, chat• 
terjea. 

service ; her husband 
enjoyed the p'roceeds of 
·burmottur land, of which 
she died possessed. 1 

I 

2 May 

- Ditto 

Ditto 

Chitpore -

Tauzeeraut 

Sulkeeah -

Anreeadah 

- Ditto 

1\Ioydah 

Anreeadah 

- • 'loluntarily burnt herself' after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the· presence . of 
police darogah, leaving 1 son and 1 daugh• 
ter, both above 30 years of age. . 

- • 'Voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sah_amurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving no thildren. 

- - voluntarily burnt herself after the 'cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogab, leaving 2 sons and, 4 daugh
ters, all above 9 years of age. 

- .. voluntarily burnt hen;;elf after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving no children. 

voluntarily burnt herselr'after the cere:
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 1 son, 12 years of 
age, and 1 danghtP.r, 3 years old. ':An en
gagement was executed by Ramesnoye 
GangooUy, her husband's brother, for the 
t:are of the child 3 years of age. 

- .. sacrificed herself by the ceremony of 
·saharilurrun, -of her own free will, leaving 
a son of 30 years of age. The police officers 
of the thannah were in attendance at the 
time. 

- - -voluntan1y .sacrificed herself by the 
-ceremony of 11abamurrun, in p;esence 
of the local -officer of the thannah, leaving 
3 sons and 1 daughter, all abo¥!;! 1.5 years 

I ofage. 

- - this 'IV.9ntan voluntarily ~ac1"ificed ne:· 
self by the .ceremn:my of 'Sabamurrun, -m 
presence n.f the local palice -officers, leaving 
a daughter_, 7 years old. 

- - voluntarily sacrificed herself by the 
ceremony of sahamurnm, in presence of the 
police officers of the thannah, leaving a son 
and a daughter, both above 22 • 

..(con#fnued) 

---z 
d 
0 
0 



DIVISION OF CALCUTTA7 continued. 

Namea of 

ZILLAIIS. ~ SUTTEES. . 

CAS:T£. 
Age. 

-

Names and Caste of 

their Husbands. 

~rofeseien .end ·Circumstances of 

the.Husband. 

... . 
~-------1------------~--------1 

24 Per~unnahs
colltillued. 

.. 

-

. 

' 

s.O::l\fusst Dya Mo·}~o 
bee - -. · 

6.-Do Kishowpriah 45 

7-D0 Haureeny. -50 
8.-D• Sreemottee 6o 

-

g.-Do Beermo 1\fo-} 
bee - - 2 3 

10.-D0 Sunkerry - 50 

11.-Do Kaileeau Un-}60 
nee - -

1 ~.-D0 Birmomobee 30 

Chuttrey -

Bydee - -
. 

I 

Brahmin - -
Ditto - -.. 

Kyest - -

Brahmin - -

Ditto - -

Ditto - -

. 

Mudhoo Soodun, · 
r~y. 

Bydeenauth, by-
. dee. · · 

. 

1 Goracbund, mo· 
J kerjea. 

- - service ; deceased was 
a. proprietor of an estate 
worth 0o,ooo rupees. 

- • physician ; was a man 
of property to 1he 
of ~oo rupees. 

amount 

• - service ; deceased died 
~ea ving considerable landed 
pr~Jperty and cash. 

- - service; deceased was J ugomohun, bose 
. ' a man of small property. 

I 

Muttoor l\Jo- - - service ;_ poseessed a 
hun, chowdry. ~onsiderable estate, talooka, 

&c. 

Kishenchunder, • - pundit; enjoyed the 
bhattacharje. proceeds of a portion of 

bermottur land. 

Sumbhoochun• • - service; the deceased 
'der, mookerjea. wa11 a proprietor of an estate 

worth 1,ooo rupees. 

I 

Date of Burning. 

14May 

18 

'20 

26 - -

7 August -

- Ditto . 

!24 - -

In what· 

Police· J uriadiction, 

Anreeadah 

Ramnagore 

Anreeadah 

Entogob~ee -. 
Anreeadab -

· l\Ioyduh - -

Bur~ackpore -

-

,ltEMARKS. 

• - sacrificed herself by the ceremony of 
sahamurrup, in the p~sence of the police 
officers of the thannab, leaving an infant 
of 3 years. Groopersaud, roy, the brother 
of the deceased, entered into an engage 
ment to bring up and prot~ct the child • 

- - leaving~ son nm\2 daughters, all above-
20 years; sacrificed herself voluntarily by 
t.he ceremony of sahamurrun, in . pre 
sence of the local police officers of· the 
than nab. 

- - these women voluntarily sacrificed them 
selves by . the ·ceremony ·of sabamurrun 
Mussumaut Haureeny leaving a son of 30 
years, and 1\Iussumaut Sreemottee no issue 
The police darogah of the tbannah adopted 
the prescrib!id measures, being in attend 
ance at the time. 

• • leaving no issue; of her own accord 
sacrificed herself Ly the ceremony of saba 
murrun when the poHce officers were in 
attendance. 
- - voluntarily sacrificed ~erself by the 
ceremony of sahamurrun, m presence of 
the police officers of the thannah, leaving a 
son and 3 ds,ug~ters, all above !20 years. 

- - this woman voluntarily sacrificed her
self by the ceremony of salmmurrun, in 
presence of the police officers of the than
nab, leaving 4 sons ana 4 daughters, ull 
above !20 years. ' 

• - sacrificed herself by the ceremony of 
sahamurrun of her own accord, in the pre· 
sence of the local police officers of the 
thannah, leaving a child !l years old. Joy
gopaul, mokerja, Neelmoney, ~okerja and 
Kishen mol)ey, dabeeah, relauons of the 
deceased, engaged themselves to prot~t thu 
child. 



13.-D0 Doorgah: • 15 Pode Kown, susker • • husbandry ; died pos- Ditto· Ramnagore • • sacrificed herself of her own accot·d by 
sessed of a portion of land the ceremony of sahamurruo, in ptesenC'e - paying rent. of the police officers of the thannah, leaving __, 

<:)() no offspring. · 

14.-D" Kurroona J6o Brahmin - Bacharaum. - - was a, wan of affluent 28 - Anreeadah - . - - leaving DO iSSUe; . VO}Untarify I!QCl'.ificed 
Mohee· - • ghosaul •. circumstances. herself by the ceremony of sabamurrun. 

. 'l'he police darogah was in attendance at the · 
spot. . . 
• - this woman, with hei· own. ·consent, in 15.-D• Hurre~reeah, 6o Ditto Rampersaud, • - deceased subsisted. on Ditto Ditto 

ghosaul. _ the proceeds ·of burmottur conformity to the Hindoo Sbaster, was burnt 
land. · on· the funeral pile of her husband ( salla-

murrun),leaving 3 sons and 2 daughters, all ~ 
above 20 years. The }lolice officers of the l:!!!j 
division were present. t""' 

> 
t6.-D0 Aunwid M:o-}

45 
Ditto Mooktaram, • - subsisted by the income 31 Anreeadah voluntarily sacrificed herself according 

...., 
loo-4 . bee - - mokeljah. of. the burmoLtur lands. to the Hindoo Shaster, by the ceremony of < 

sahamur:run, in the presence of the police ~ 
officers of the thaonah, leaving .a son of !20 ~ years of age. 0 

1'7.-'D0 Puddow -so Pode 'NuUeet, duftery. • - service; held a few 4 Sept. B~henpore • - this woman voluntarily sacrificed her- :::= - beegahs of jumma ]and. aelf by the •ceremony of aabamurruo; in -z presence of the police officers of the than-
~ nab, leaving a son of 1 :.l years of age. 
0 
0 

1 ~-D0 Degamburry 11!1 Brahmiu . lssur Chunder - - subsi~ted on the profit 11 Moydah - - le~ving no offs~rinr sacrificed herielf ~ Roy, chow dry. of his talookah. of her· own free w1ll; y tbe ceremony of ~ 
sahamurrun, in presence of the police of. -~ ficers of the thannah. 

0 
Ditto Ramlocbun, - - died in a circumstance ~ Jg.-D0 Rammonee 50 Ditto .. Ditto • - sacrificed h~rself voluntarily· . by the ?l chuckerbutty. of. small fortune. ceremony of sahamurrun, befor~ the police 

• · officers of the thannab, lt!aving 1 daughter 
30 years of age. 

, IZO.-D0 Nyanny - 6o Ditte Rammobun, • • e~ubsisted by the pro- 17- Anreeadah - - voluntarily sacri1iced beJ1felf after the 
mookerjea. ceeda of a few beegahs of . ceremony of aabamurrun, leaving no issue, 

· burmottur land.· when the police officE:rS of the tbannah 
were in attendance at the spot. 

u.-D., •- Bamah-} Ditt• Hurrynarain, • • pundit; died possessed 3 October 1\'loydah - - - lea\'ing no offsprfng; voluntarily as-· d !it :soon ry • • bhuttacharge. of n few beegahs of bur- cended on the funeral pile of ber.husband 
mottur lnnd (sahamurrun), in presence of the police 

officers of the tbannah. 
(continuetl) a-. 

CJt 



DxvtsioN oF CALCUTTA-continued. 

ZILLAIIS. • 

• 24 Pergunnahs
continucd. 

Barasut - 20. 

Names of .. 
S U.,.TTEES• · Age. . . ' 

22.:1\fusstBhugwutty 4<?. 

~a.~n· Ganmoney 44 

24.-D" Jugo Dumbah 32 

25.-D" Kawsoolla~ .- 6o 

26.-D• Woomah .}5o 
Sunkery 

1.-D .. Umirt Moy 55 

~.-D" Bhyrubbee • 45 

3.-D<> Brimmoy • 34 

4.-'0<> · Cbandmony ',1.7 

' 5.-Do Khemang .}50 Kurry • 

~-----,--~--~~' ---------c-------~-------r----------~---1 
Names and Caste of Profession and Circumstances of 

C: AS T E. · their Husbands. the Husband. Date of Burning. 

Brahmin - ... 

Tallee 

Brahmin -

Koit 

Napit 

Koit 

Hurchunder, mo- - • subsisted by the pro- : 8 October 1825 
kerjea. ceeds · ,of a portion 'Of bur- , 

mottur land. 

Rampersaud, _ 
chatterjea. 

Sisteedbur, 'baug
chee. 

Bhurrut, haldar 

- • service ; also by the ' 18 
proceeds of burmottur land. 

- - service ; died possessed 
·of a few beegahs of burmot
tur land. 

31 

• • shopkeeper; · subsisted 23 November -
by the. incpme of his qwn 
labour. 

Chuckoo, mokerja • - subsisted by the pro- 25 
ceeds of the burmottur land. 

Ramrattan Ghose, • - supported by lakeraj 
koit. lands and trade. 

Maddanmohun 
Singh, koit. · 

Ramcoomar 
Mugmodar, koit. 

Bessonath Naje, 
nap it. 

servant, and lands - -

• - servant, and lakheraj 
lands. 

trader 

7 1\Iay - -
1232, B.S. 

29 May - '1825 

13 June 

Kollypeisnud; 
Sircar, koit. 

· talookdnr, and servant • 27 July 

in what 

Pollc~ 1 urisdiction. 

Anreeadah 

Ditto -

- Ditto -

Ditto -

·- Ditto -

REMARK~. 

• - sacrificed herself by the ceremony of 
sahamurriJ,,l on her own consent, in pre· 
sence of the local police officers of the 
thannah, leaving one son of 20 years, and 
<a daughter of .1 year. Aunund Chunder~ 
mokerjea, . the. son uf the deceased, en• 
gaged himself to nourish and protect the 
.infant. · , ' .. 
• • voluntarily sacrificed herself by the 
ceremony of saham~rrnn, in presence of 
the police officers of the th=ilnnah, leaving 
4 daughters, all above 13 years: of age~ 
'-· :.:leaving 3 sons and i daughter, all abov~ 
·3 years of age; sacrificed herself by the 
ceremony of sahamurrun, in prt>sence of 
·the police officers of the tbaunah. 

- · - :. voluntarily sacrificed herself by the 
ceremony of sahamurrun, before the. 
police officers of the division, lea"ri;ng 2 
sons and a daughter, all above 120 years 
~of age. . , 
• • sacrificed herself voluntarily by the 
ceremony of sah~murrun, in the presence 
of the police officers of the . thannah, leav- · 
ing. a son and a daughter, all above SlO. 
years of age. . 

Nyhully police 
officers present. 

• - sahamurrun ; leaving 3 sons. first 
aged 30 years, second !15 years, and .third 
23 years. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

- - sahamurrun ; no children. 

- - sabamurrun ; leaving 2 daughters, 
first aged 11 years, another about 3 years, 
to the care of her husband's brother. 
- - sahamurrun; leaving a daughter aged 
8 ye~;~.rs, and a son 3 years, to the care of 
her husband's brother. 
- - sahamurrun; leaving a son aged 25 
years, and 2 daughters, first aged 31 years. 
another !18 years. 



fl • .:..no Kumtab· ~ 44 "Brahmin 

'j.-D• Doorgah ~ 4-5 Koit ~ 

8.-0° Luckhee - 4'l Brahmin 

g.-0°. Chundy !l8 

to.-0° Lubu~g Lut-}6<9 

tah • -

u.-D" Sui:Tussuttee '15 

1 ~.-Do Dooga Dossee 33 

13 ... 0• Bhoob. u.nnes-}72 _ sury - • 

14.-D" Gourm.Pny ~ 45 

D" 

Koit 

·15.-D0 Bhartea • 6o Brahmin 

16.-D• Rajessmy 16 Koit 

17.-D" Neemoy • so o• 

t8.-D0 G111lga - 50 Brabmin -

l g ... D" J ugdumbah 30 Xoit 

• 

~o.-D• Sussee- .}20 1\:look.hee 

Tarnychum Mo- beggary -
· kerjea, brahmin~ 

Rooder, Bengal · trade of cords -
koit. 

Peerbbooram 
Mokerjea, brahmin 
. Gunness Bhntta· 
charge, brahmin 

• • . luckheraj lands, 
beggar. 
- • ditto - - -ditto 

.. 

and 

Bykunt Holdar, 
brahmin. 

- ·- talookdar, and lakheraj 
lands. 

Ramdoolal Ud
heekary, brahmin. 

lakeraj lands 

Ramchunder beggar -
G hosal, brahmin. 
K allypersaud pundit -

mokeljea, brahmin. 

Ram1ochun Chun- servant. 
der, koit. 

Anundyram Roy, lackheraj lands; doctor 
brahmin. 

Muddhoosoodun servant -
Ghose, koit. 

Ruggoonauth tawokdar and trader 
Baboo, koit, 

Bhyrubchunder ditto 
Chowdry ,brahmin. 

Sreenarain Ghoae, ta1ookdar, and servant 
koit. 

Russickla.l Bose, • - ditto • ditt() 
koit. 

19 August 

Ditto 

Ditto 

11 Sept. 

~3 Kartick 123~, 
B.S. 

4 Augbun 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

- • sahamurrun; leaving a son aged 
, about 25 years, and 'l daughters, first aged 
· .20 years, another 12 years. 

- • sahamurrun ; leaving no children. 

- • sahamurrun ; leaving a son aged 25 
years. 
• .• aabamurrun; leaving 3 daughters, 
first aged 7 years. second 5 yean,. and 
third 2 years, to the care of her brother, 
- - saba.murruu; leaving 1 son 30 years 
of age, and 2 daughters, first aged !Z2 

years. another 13 years. 
- - sabamurrun; leaviDg a daughter aged 
36 years, and 3 sons, first aged 50 years, 
second 40 yean, and third 31 years. 

11 December 1825 • Ditto • • .eahamurrun; leaving no children. 

28 Kartick 

~8Mareh 

25 June 

6 November-

!21 February 

16 July 

1 Pooae 

Habrah police offi· • • sabamurrun; leaving 3 sons, first 
cers presen~ aged 58 years, second 55 years, and third 

39 years. 

Xuddumgachy po- - - sahamurrun; no children. 
lice officers pr~sent. 

Busheerut police 
officers present. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dumdumah police 
officers present. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

• 

- - aahamurrun ; leaving 5 sons, first 
aged 35 years, second 34 years, third 30 
years, fourth 22 years, and fifth 2o years, 
and two daughters, first aged 45 years, 
and ~other _.26 years. 

- - sahamurrun ; no children. 

• - sahamurrun; leaving a son aged 20. 

years, and lil daughters, first aged 25 years, 
another 6 years, to the care of her eldest 
son. 
- - sahamurrun ; leaving four sons, first 
aged 30 years, second 25 years, third ~o 
years, fourth u years, and two daughters, 
first to years, second 3 years, to the care 
of her sono:t, 

- - sahamurruo; leavings 1ons; first aged 
12 years, second 6 years, and !ll daugh
ters, first 13 years, second 9 years~ to the 
care of her son-in-law. 

- - sabamurr.un ; leaving a son, aged about 
6 months, to the care of her father.;,in-law. 

{continued) 



ZILLAHS. 
Names of • 

SUTTEES. 
Ag~. 

CAST& 

Cuttaek • - 14., ·1.-Musst Ubbee - as: Brahmin . -

2,-D• Gorah - 52 

3.-D" S~deybee • 34 Do 

4.-D• Kouto - 55 Maintee -

5.-D• Soobuddra - 53 Brahmin 

6.-D9 Mance • ,34 Komar 

7.-Do Poyroo 6o. KBist 

8.-Do Aslee 6o Maintee 

9--D0 Nemoo Dey so D" 

• u D~ 

I 

N~e.-aod CUte of -Profe;si~m and Oitc.u}!l$t:ioces ef 

their Huabaa~. tbe Hual.land, 

Sheo Puttree, 
brahru_in. 

Boistn.o . U ,gUee 
Otree, brahmin. 

Opertee · Ruth, 
brahmin. . 

. M uddoo Main
r.t:,e, ~~intee. . 

Ochuti S~hop, 
k~m~r~ 

Beharee Deota, 
,kai~t. 

.. 1 Iss-.r Maintee, 
main tee. 

Bobnee Bowur
r~, 111ain!~· 

Hu1ry ·- bulluJJ 
Das, maintee. 

' ! ~ .. 

- ... the husband obtained 
his livelihood by begging, 
and was poor m. his· cir
~umstances. 
- - the husband obtained 
his liYelihood by poorho
hitgeree, and wwt m good 
ejt-cpQlStanCj!S• . ·. . 
- - the husband obtained 
&ia .}ivelihoQd- by -selling 
cocoa-nuts, &c. and was 
poor in his drcumstances. 
- - the husband obtained ' 
his livelihood by service, 
~n.c,l he w~ iJ?. good cir
cumstances. · · · · 
- - the husband obtained · 
his livelihood by reading 
the Shaster to the inha
bitants, 
·- - the husband obtained · 
his Jivelihood- by dealing . 
in grain, &c. and was in ' 
good ·cil.'cumstances. 
- - the husband obtained i 
his livelihood b.y begging, 
,a!ld h~ was very poor. 
·-the husband obtained 
his livelihood by cultivat
ing l~nd§!, and h~ was very · 
poor. 
--the hustiand obtained 
·his Jiyeliheod by .11ervice, 
and held some landed pro- · 
}lerty, apd· h_e was in goo!l 
circumstances. 
•- the husband obtained 
his livelihood by service, 
and held some lands, and 
he was in good circl.Uil- . 
stances. 

Date_ of Burning .• 

~~ January 1825 

7 February -' 

6 J;~ne 

27 April . 

to May 

6 June 

io July 

10 October -

11 -

14 ... 

' · 

In~pat 

Poliee Jurisdiction. ' 

'I 

Asserrassur 

. . 
Puttarnoondea - .. .. ditto - ditto. 

Pahrajepoor 

Urkpoo.r -

· ~ ·- the widow'left an infant daughter t ~ 
year o.I~. w-h9m. t;Jle eJd.est liOn engaged to 
provide for; . 

- - the suttee t~k place previous to the 
arrival q.f the police ~ffic;:ers at the spot. 
The sacrifice appears to 'have been vo
luntary and legal. · 

Hurrybur.pore . ..;. no remarks r~quired. 

Ditto -· W.tt~ .. c}.itt(). 

Urkpoor T flitto - diuo. 

ditto di~to. 
• 

Asserrassur ,;. 

Ditto .. ; ,. clit~o ;. ditto. 



... 11.-no Guthee: - '25 Brahmin - Somnath P~nda, •• the husband obtained 3 Nov. Teerun no remarks required. .... brahmin._ hislivelihoo_d a!! a poojaree~ 
90 and from some deyvotur 

lands, and:~vas poor in his 
circumstances. · 

a .-D• .T utnee - f9 Main tee - Bundabun Main- - - tl1e husband obtained 10 .- Cut tack ditto - ditto. 
tee, ~ainCee. his livelihood by writing 

and selling potees, and he 
was very po,or. 

13.-Do Beemla - '10 n· Chytun Main tee, -:.the husband obtained 13 - Pahrojepoor - ditto - ditto. 
main tee. his livelihood by prescrib-

ing medicines to the sick, 
and he was in good cir-
cumstances. ~ 

14.-0° Junmee - 'J5 . Hujam Gobund Bareek, - -the husband obtained 20 Dec. Gope - • the widow left an infant daughter ~ tTj 

hujrun. his livelihood by service year~ ~ld~ for whom an uncle engaged to ~ 

a~d cultivati~g Janda, and prov1de. · · > 
1-3 he was very poor. · -< 

N. B .-The whole of these sacrifices took placi) by sahamurrun. tr1 
....., 
0 

Khoordah - 16. t.-1\luss' Jumna - '15 Brahmin - Chundessur Sut- the husband was in 19 May t825 Than nab Pooree tr: 
pustee, brahmin. tolerably good ch·cum- z - stances; l1oldinf some 

.. !;,.) lands at ·a Jig t quit- t:1 
rent. 0 

0 
ll.-n• Radheeka Tan tee G()pee D~i ., - a weaver by profession, 16 July no no • 20 - * - -and died in good circ~m- ~ ... 

atpnces. 'l'he deceased "'"" had no family, but adot>ted ··the women in all these cases burnt t:1 
with the bodies of their husbands, and 0 a nephew, who was g1ven :;: over to his real father after due inquiry made by the poli~e 

during his il~esa. officer~, in confonnity with t\te Nizamu$ r.n . 
3.-D• Tara Deye : 33 1\luhtee Munketun Put- - - the husband lived with 3 Sept. no D• 

Adawlufs circu.ar order!i . · . - -
nack, muhtee. his brothers, who are in 

~ood· circums~nces, and-
1n the service of the raj~ 

... ofKhoordah; they are also 
in possession of rent-free 
lands • 

• 
+-D• Upuma - u Brahmin - Balukee Missur, - - held same. lands at a '1.7 Sei_>t· D~ - D• -

brahmin. light quit-rent, in one of 
the aaauna near Pooree. 0\ 

. (rontinruul) ~ 



• 
CuTTACK-continu~d. 

ZILLAHS. -

K hoorduh-con• 
tinucd. 

• 

Namet of 
SU'~TEES • 

fi.-Musst Paree • 40 

6.-Da Soolbhee • 511 

7.-D" Custoora . 6o 

8.-D" Puddooa . 33 

g.-Da Ileera - • 65 

1 o.-D• Kanchun - 50 

u.-0°·1-Ieera - 35 

12.-D" Coosumce - 50 

13.-D• I-Iaree 

14.-P" Kishwuree - 6o 

15.-D" Murkut - 50 

CASTE. 

Brahmin • 

Buneea 

Muhtee -
Or . . 

Brahmin -

Muhtee 

BraJmiin • 

Muhtee 

Brahmin -

M'uhtee 

-
--
.. 

Names ·and Costa of 

_ ~1.eir Husbands, 

Cbundessur Mis· 
aer, brahmin. 

Aruth ·sahoo, 
buneea. 

Dhurm Soob-
·dee, muhtr.ie·. 

Neemnee Beha-
reemul, or. 

See boo Das, 
b1·abmin. 

- . Beerjoo Ootur 
·Kemut, muhtee. 

Fakeer Missur; 
·brahmin. 

· Bhugwan Muh
. tee, muhtee. 

-Sham Pusoo
paluk, hrabmin. 

Purmanund 
Muhtee, mubtee. 

Seerneebas 
Mul1tee, muhte_e. 

Pruf0flsion end Circutnstancea of 

•the Husband, 

• - held some · lands at a 
light quit-rent,· io one of 
the sasuns near Pooree. · 
- .. a silversmith; and ]eft 
property to the amount of 
100 rupees t(l two g•·own• 
up SOilS• 
- - cultivator; and left 
aeitl1er minor sons nor 
da-ughter. 
- - cultivator ; and .]eft 
neither a minor son nor 
a daughter. 
- .: held some lands at a 
light quit-rent, in one of 
the Simbaee sasuns. 

- • servant of rojah Ram
chunder Deo, at Pooree, 
and cultivator. of lands. 

- - cultivator ; and died 
leaving two minor sons 
who were taken eharge of 
by the brother of the de
ceased husband. 

• - husband, cultivator and 
in good circumstances. 

• ..: priest of Gopeenath Ta
koor at Dar Mukoon~pore. 

• - the husband of this 
suttee was -in poor circum
stances. 

•• service, and in good 
circumstances. J 

Date of DurDing. 

118 Nov. 1 S~s • -
' 

18 Doo. - • 

- 6 June - -
19 July - . ... 

l!l Sept. - . 

3 Nov. - • 

u Dec. -

!I June - . 
30 - -

·-

_3 Aug. - -
1!11 Dec. - ~ 

,In what 

Pulice J oriadictiou, 

'!'hannah Pl)oree' 

D" - - D• .. 

no Khoordah 

no . na . 
' D• - D• . 

-

oo n• -

D" .. D" -
n· . na -
D• - no . 

D• I . Peeplee . 
~ -

REMARKS. 

.. 

.... the women in all these cases · burnt 
with the bodies of their husbands, and 
after due inquir.Y made by the police offi. 
cers,in con£orm1tywith the NizamutAdaw 
lut's circular orders. 

•• the ceremony in this case was per 
for1:11ed previous to the arrival of _!lnY po 

·lice officer; but from subsequent mqutry 
and the depositions of the persons attend 
ing, it appeared that the woman burnt 
herself with her own free will. The head 
man or the village sent the chowkeedar to 
give information, but he was delayed on 
the road, from the rise of the rivers. 
- • the woman in this cnse burnt with tbe . 
mnlee (beads) of the deceased worn at the 
time of his death. Tl1e husband died at 
Pooree. 

. 
h • - The women in these cases burnt wit 

the bodies of their husbands, and afte r 
due inquiry mnde by the police officers, i n 
conformity with the Niznmut Adawlut' s 
circular orders. 

. 



-~ 

t6.-D• Kumla J?eye ·70' D.. Muhessur Bell· -- a surburakar of the 30 May D 0 
• Banpoor 1 ditto - - ditto - • ditto. 

ra, muhtee. . J3anpo~r villages, :and in . · . 
. good circumstances. 

This statement contains one thannah jurisdiction (Peeplee) more than last years, which will account for the increase in the number of suttees. 
One woman was prevented sacrificing herself~ under the suspicion of her being in a state of intoxication, after having proceeded to the pile of her husband. 

It was afterwards ascertained that she was not so, for she continued for several days to wish to burn. The magistrate proceeded to. Pooree, and not thinking 
himself authorized to allow her to burn herself under the circumstances of the case, prevented her, at the same time telJing her he would write to the 
1-Jizamut Adawlut for instructions; she was however at last induced to desjst, and is now living with-her family at Pooree. 

Balosore -1- -I -I - -I -None.-

DACCA DIVISION. 

Backergunge 63. 1.-Mussummaut 
Bhowanny 

2.-D0 Gouree · 

3.-Do Oushaw 

-

.}so 

50 

So 

4.-D• Gungapreah 6o 

5.-D• R~mperah - 40 

6.-D• Surbjyah - 50 

7.-Rrunluckee 
. } 50 Debeah -

8.-D• Chunder- } 
probha • 5° 

g.-D0 Poornemah 35 

Brahmin 

Kaet 

Chundal 

Kaet 

By de 

Kaet 

Brahmin 

By de 

Kaet 

10.-D• Beejoyah - 4f.O , Kaet 

u.-D• Rammonee 30 Byde .. 
· 12.-Do Roosulah - 50 Kait 

.Juggurnuth 
Thakoor. 

Raujkissen Dutt, 
kaet. 

Munsharam 
Chung, chundal. 

: Ramchunder. 
· Oiteh, kaet, 

Buddenath Doss, 
: byde. 
Cossenuth Gbose, 
kaet. 
· Gungapersaud 

· G~ngolee, brah-
mm. 

.Jugomohun 
Chowdry, byde. 
Seebram Doss, 

kaet. · 
Rainmonee Sing, 

kaet. 
Ramjoy Sein, 

by de. 
Rammanik 

Chund, kaet. 

- • priest; in indigent cir
cumstances. 

- - labourer ; 
circumstances. 

in indigent 

ditto 

ditto 

- - talookdar; in affluent 
circumstances. 
- - servant; in indigent cir-
stances. 

· - - priest ; in indigent cir-
stances. 

• - zemindar ; in aHluent 
circumstances. 
- - husbandman ; in indi-
gent circumstances. 
- - servant ; in indigent cir-
cumstances. 
- - doctor; in indigent cir-
cumstances. 
-: peasantry; in indigent 
ctrcumstances. 

9 Jan. 1825 D" Gungapoor 

10 - Kellacolly 

18 n• 

31 n• 
2 Feb. - Kut~aleepara -

13 n· 
15 Tugrah 

21 Nulchutty 

27 no 

9 Mar. D· 

11 Gumuddee 

18 Kutwallee Bure· 
saul. 

- - it appears from the darogah ·s ·report 
that the deceased has left ·no minor child.; 
ren, and that she was not with child. The 
dt:ceased burnt herself on the funeral pile 
of her husband of her own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers . 

• 'I l . 

ditto - - ditto ditto. 

ditto ... - ditto ditto. 

ditto ditto ditto. 

ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 

ditto - - ditto ditto. 

ditto - - ditto - - ditto • 

ditto .~ - ditto ditto. 

ditto - - ditto ditto. 

ditto ditto ditto. 

ditto ditto ditto. 

ditto - - ditto ditto. 

(co1~tinued) _ -. 
'-1 ... 



1 . 
DACCA. DxvuiON-conlinu~cl. ! - CA.STE. NQmea and Cnate ot 

N~o• or Ago. thalr liuabnnda, 
ZILLAlJS.· S,VTTEES. I 

Uucke1'gungc-con· 13:-Musa1 Joymonce !17. By de . " Sumbo Chander 
tinu~d. I Scin, byde, 

I 

. -
1-4-.-D" Doolubce • 40 Cbundul . . l'i'omnnrain 

Chung, cbundul • . 
: 
; 

I 

' i 

25.-D~ Rnmmaln Sooder ICaUye Mnnjoe, • 43 . . 
' sooder. 

t6,-D0 Docmulln ~ 74 Brahmin . ' Roopram Chuck-. ' 
I 

erbutty, brahmin. ! 

I 

17.-D• Doorputtce oo Suddcl' . • nammanik Dutt, 
aooddcr. 

I 

1 B.-D• Opoorbee • 35 Bydo . . Rnmaoondcr, 
by de, 

tg ... Do Rohonco -So Dramin - " Nilkunth Sur• 
mnh, bruhmin. 

. . 
Profenlon lutd Circumetnnce• or , Dnte or Buruing. 

the llu1bnnd. ' 
i - i 

.. • tnlookdar 1 in nfRilent ~o M11rch 18!15 
eire umetancos. 

' 
6 

:" 

. 
~ 

. 

• • labourer ; in indigent IJ5 - -· oirc:umstaneea. . 

mal_ljee . • - . - 17 April -
• • tnlookdnr ; in llffiucnt !ilfl - -
ch·cumetanccs. 

. 

• • labourer ; in indigent 118 -- -
clrcumsto.ncee. . 

- • tnlookdar • in amucnt 16 May -• I 
c1rcumstnnccs. 

• 
6 howlndar, &c. ; in a,f .. 3 July -fluent cil·cum~tanc::e1. 

I 

I ' 
' 

In wl1at 

l?vllco J urlecllction. 

ICulwaleeporah • 

I 

Gournudce . 

Augareah . 
Nulchetty -

-

A\lgorecah . 

Gu1·nuddy . 

n• - . 

. 1\EMARICS. 

.: • It appears 'from the · dnrogah'a report 
that the ~cccnsed hna left twa d11ughtera, 
the elde11t aged nbout 141 and the youngoat 
about +bears, and that she was not with 
child. no of her brothen llns entere d 
into an ngrcement, a~eenbly to existin 
orders, to maintain t e froungeat chil • 
Tho deceeeed burnt hcrse f on the funera 

1. 
1 
n pile of ber husband of her own accord, i 

the presence or the police officers. Sum 
boo Chundcr Sein hnd two wives, the on e 
surviving is named Mussl Gourmonce . 
•• it nprenrs fi·om the darogoh'a repor 
thut tho deceased has left no minor child 

t 

ron, and that abe waa not with child. 'l'h e 
0 deceased burnt herself on tl1c funeral pil 

of her husband of her own accord, in the 
presence of the {>Oiica officers. 

ditto • • d1tto • - ditto. 

• • it. appears from t.he darognh's repor 
that the deceased has left ~J sone, th 
youngest is mnid to be about 40 r.cnrs old, 
and tl1nt she wos not with cJuJd. Tlu3 
deceuscd burnt herself on the funeral pile 
of her husband of her own accord, in the 
pl·esenco of tho rolice officers. 
- • it apXeara hom the durogah's report 
that the eceascu has left 3 eons, nonu of 
whom are minors, and that aho was· not 
with child. She burnt herself on the 
funeral pile of her husband of her own 
accord, m the prcacnco of the police om-
cera . 
• • it appcnrs from tho darognh'a rt'port 
that the deceased h"s left no mmOl' 
child1•en1 and thnt abo was not with child. 
Sbo burnt herself on tho funeral l!ile or 
her husband of her own accord, m the 
prct~ence of the police .offic;crs~ 
ditto - .. d1tto .. • dLtto, 



~o.~oo. Sreemuttee -:-40 _ .no~ ... iRa:dhnkunth · ' · - '• falookdat ~ u1 ·amuent ~3 Burrisaul - dit~o - . ditto - - ditto. 
bh utt.achurie. <:h·cuinstances. · 

-...) llt.-D0 .Rowpreenb 40 Koet _;Radakunt !. - servant • in indigent 1:8 Nulchitty - ··it appears from the darogah's report 
~- Doss; kaet. circumstances .. that 'the deceased has left !2 daughteril, 

. ...;.one aged !.!5 and the ·other 11 yenrs old, 
and ·that she was not witn child. She 
burnt hetself on· the funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the pre-
sence of the police officers • 

sz:a.-0° Aulehayah - 6o n• Seopersaud • - howladar ; in affluent 31 July Burrisaul • - it appears from rhe dnrogah's ieport 
Doss, kn€t. circumstances. t,lutt the deceased has ·left ·no minor 

childl'·en, ·and that she·was not \Vith. child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral ·pile of 
her husband of -her own accord, in ·the ~ 
presence of the. police officers. tr:l 

~3--D" Rammonee·· 6o .:D<>: !tam HnmduU, • ~ labourer ; indigent . 11.8 August Nulchitty • • it nppearo~~ from the darognh's report -~ In .. 
knet. · circumstances. that the deceAsed has left one son, aged > 

.-j about 20 years old, and that she. was not -with. child. She ·burnt hersdf on the < 
funeral pile of her husband of her own ac~ t=:l. 

24-:-D• ·Chundun} ~ - talookdar ; in ~ e]Jacoll y • 
cord, in the presence of the police officers. ......; 

--.D""· ·. .. · Ramcbunder affluent 30 ~- -· • "' it appears from the darogah's report c 40 ' 
1\'Ialla - BQse, knet. circumstances. that the deceased has left no children, and 

that ~he was not with child. Sh~ burnt 0::: 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband -· z of her own accord, in the presence of the t:) 

~$--D0·~oo~ocbun.~~~ ~7 Nulchitty 
police .officers. · · · 0 D• :·nenode Rnm • labourer; in indigent D<> - - it appears from the darogah•s report o. 

Doss, kaet. circumstances. .. that the deceased has left two sons, the 
youngest is said to be about 1 3 years old, """"' .. ~ 

" nnJ that she was not with child. She -burnt herself on the funeral pile of her -'-" 
husband ·of her own accord, in the pre- 0 

~a.~ no }l·o"orriemah; 27 ::Do .. • sence of the police officers. ~ 
';. -- Ramjoy Doss, ·.· ditto 31 nc - - it apdcears from the daro_gah•s report UJ 

kaet. that the eceased has left no children, and 
• tbat she was not with child. She burnt 

. herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. 

~7.-Do _N~elee 6o Chundal Ramsun Ke1· - ditto 3 Sept. no - ·- it. appt!ars from the darogah•s r~pm"t 
Chllng, chundal. that the deceased has left- lil sons and a 

daughter, who is the youngest_," and is said 

• ! to be about 25 years old, and that she was 
... uot with child. The deceased burnt her-
I self OR the funeral pile of her husband of 

' . I her pwn accord, in th!.i presence of .the .. 
, police officers. ..... 

(~·alltinued) 
v::. 



· DACCA DxvnitoN'-continu~d. 
.Names&nd C~le of Prorea,ion 11nd Circumstance• of ~ 

CASTE. 
Names of 

ZILLAHS. · • S UT...T EES. 
their Hu~bands. the :Uu,band • . 

D11te of Burnin~;;. Jn wlutt 

.Police .1 uriadiction. 
R E·ru: ARKS. 

Backergunge-con- i8.-Musst Aubhauah 6o 
tinued. 

Chun'dal - • Sonahram Chung, • • labourer; in indigent 
chundaJ. · · . circumstances. · 

3 Sep~ Gournudee - • • it appears fl'Om the darogab'a report 
that · the ~eceased has left 4 sons, the 
youngest is said to be about lZ 1 years old, 
and that she was not with child. She 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her ~· 

119.-D~ Bi1jmonee ~ 17 :, Byde 

ao.-D0 Soroodhonee 7f? Kaet 

3i.-D0 Dyah Mohee 50 Kamar 

3~ .-D0 Bi11senpre~h 45 Kaet 

.. 

.. 

Goopeechunder 
Gopt, ·byde. 

J"oynarain Dutt, 
kaet; 

' 
Hotoo, kamar -

Ramkissm·e 
Gooh, kaet. 

• - doctor; in indigent cir
cumstances. 

• • servant; - in indigent 
circumstances. 

ironsmith . . 

.. ~ howladar·; in aftluent 
circumstances. 

4 

5 N ulclrltty • 

D <> Kellacolty 

husband of her own accord, in the pre· 
sence ofthe police officers. 

• - - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no children, and 
that she was not with child. She burn~ 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. · 

• • . - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left 2 dllugllters 
and a son, who is the youngest, and is 
said to be 35 years, and that she ·was 
not with child. She burnt herself on the 

, funeral pile of her husband .of her own 
. accord, in the presence ofthe police officers. 

• • - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left a son, aged 
about 30 years, and that she was not wi th 
child. She burnt herself on the fun ea·al 
rile of her husband of her own accord, in 
the pa·esence of the police officers. 

.. • - it appeat·s from the durogah's repo1·t 
that the deceased has left lZ daughters and 
a son, who is the youngest, and' is said to 
be about 19 years old, imd that she was 
not with child. She burnt hea·self on the 
funeral pile of her husband of ber own 
accord, in the presence of the police 
officers. 

33·-D
0 
Seereemotee} Dyde • - Gour Mohun -. landed proprietor · in - · D• . • Kutwnlleeparah --it appears from the papers relating to 

. (alias) Oomah 30 
. Muzmoodur, byde afBuent circumstances.' this case, that the husb:.nd died at Pona 

Bulleah, and his widow, who was at San
deeah, distant about t .. •o d~tys journey from the former place, on hearing of the death of her husband made preparations for burning herself, with ll string.s of beads 
belonging to him. The jummadar of Kutwaleeparab, stationed at ]{ajar, on hearing this circumstance' reported it to the magistrate, waited in person on the spot, 
and .expostn~atell with her to desist. .In the mean time a perwannah was sent, clirec~ing him to 'prevent ~er, i~ pos;ible, fi·om burning, but previous to tho 
recerpt of th1s order she burnt herself wttb the beads, as before f;tated. She hns lef\ ~o children, and was not Wltll chald. · fhc people, however, who were ~on~ernell 
in aiding her have been apprehended, and the c111e ia under investigntio~· · . . · 

-n 
> .....: .....: -· '-' z 
Vl 

> ·z 
0 



34-.-Da G~urmo~ee ·30 Kaet Ramsoonder - - merchant;. in, ailluent 7 September 18~5 G ourntnld y .: • it appears from the darogah's report - Doss, kaet . circumstances •. that the deceased has left no children and ..... , 
= that she was not with ch!ld. She burnt 

.. herself on the funernl pile of her husband 
of her own acconl1 in the presence of the 
police officer!:!. . 

35.-D~ Surusuttee ~ ~7 Sahoo Chundroy, sal1~0 ditto no n~ --it appear~ f1·om the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left a daughter, 
about four years, for whose maintenance 
Cosseouth1 brother. of Chundroy,. ha~ 
entered into an agreement. She "'J'HS nQt 
with child, and burnt herself on the fune-

. raJ pile of her husband ofi1er own accord, 
.in the presence of the police officers. ~ 

36.-D0 Bhogobuttee 40 'Bylle Raujkissen Naug, --servant; in -indigent 9 Nulchitty --it nppenrs. from the darogah's report M 
by de. circumstances. . that the dect:ased has left 2 daughters, the r 

> youngest is said to be about 1 o years old~ 1-3 and that she was not witf1 child. She -burnt herself on the funeral pile of her -< 
husband of her own accord, in the pre• M 
sence of the police officers. · 

~ 
37.-Do Raujessoree 40 no-· • Ramsoondet• - - labourer; m indigent no D• • • it appears from the daragah's report 0 

~ Doss, byde. circumstances. that the deceased has left 2 sons and ~ 
l~ daughters, the youn~est daughter is said :I: 

to be about 9 years o d1 and that she was -not with child. She burnt herself on the z 
funeral pile of her husban<l of her own t::1 
accord, in the presence of the police 0 
officers. 0 

3S.-D0 Jugulissoree !15 Kaet ·- Roopchunder --servant; in indigent no. KeUacolly · • - it _v,ppears from t11e darogalt's report ~ 
Gooh, kaet. circumstances. that the deceased has left no children, and -that she was not. with child. She burnt 0 

herself on the funeral pile of her husband 0 
~f her own accord, io the presence of the ~ 

~ 

39.-D0 Rampreah 
police officers. Vl 

- 32 ne- Ruttun Kiss en ditw 10 n~ --it appears from the darogah's report 
Bose. l.:aet. that the deceased has left ~daughters, the 

younge.st is said to be about 16 years old, 
and that she was not witb. child. She 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the pre-

40.-D" Joymonec llyde 
scnce of the police officers. 

- 6s Ramkissen Gopt, ditto 14 GourntHIJy - - it appears from the darogah's report 
hyde. . that the deceased has left a son aged about 

• ll5 years old, and that she was not \\ith 
child. She burnt herse:lf on the funeral 
pile of her husband of her own accord, in 
the prcsen~e of the police officers. ...., 

(contitzuf'd) (,n 



DACCA DivisxoN-co,ltinued. 
N 11mes nnd C11ste of - C ,\ ST E. Ptoft!ssion 11nn Circutnatu.nce• of 

Naruuof tltcir Husbands. thu H usb11ntl. ZILLAHS. SUTTEES . 
Age. . - .. 

~ 

J3ac k,.ergun ge-e on· 41.-Musst Sonnh } 60 . Soodder . - Kissenpet·snud '· - - landed proprietor ; in 
• timu~d. Mallah. - Gooh, soodder. affluent circumstances. 

-.. 

~ 

4li.-D• Surb Munglah f?o Brahmin - - Cullachund, . - - ditto - --
- brahmin. .. 

-

-
' 

43·-D°ChundunMul~a 5S Kaet . - Sonnram Sircnr, - - ditto . . 
kaet. -

\ 

44.-Do Rammollah 21 no . - Ramsoonder - • servant; in indigent cir· 
Doss, kaet. cumstance. 

' I 

4s.-no Oanop~mnah 6o Soodder .. - Raujnarain .. -· ditto - -Ghose, soodder. 

' ' ( 
46.-D°Chundun Malia so Kaet . ~ Kirtc Chunder - ~ ditto - -Ghose, kaet. . 

I - . -

f 

Date of Burni11g. In what 

Police JuriJdiction. 

. 
14 Sepf. 182,) R:uhvalceparah ~ 

Kcllacoll.y 17 - - -.' . . -

-· 
- no - no - -

18 ·- - Nulchitty • -

!21 - - K:utwnleeparah -

- D" - Kellacolly -

. 
REl\IAUKS. . 

-

- - it appears fron:i the ·daro~ah's report 
that the d~:ccased has left no c i1dren, and 
that she wns not with child. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord, in the p1·esence of the 
police officers. 
- • it appears from the darogah's repor 
that the tleceased has left 3 sons and !l 

t. 

daughters, the youngest daughter is sai 
to be about 20 yean old, and that shew 

d 

not with child. She burnt herself on th 
as 
e 
n 
e 

funeral pile of her husband of her ow 
accord, in the presence of the polic 
officers. 

. ·-it appears from the darogah's repor 
that the deceased has left 4 sons an.L . 

t 
2 

d 
s 
e 
li 
e 

daughters, the youngest daughter is sui 
to be about 13 yt:ars old, and that she wa 
not with child. She burnt herself on th 
funeral pile of her husband of her ow 
accorcl, in the presence of the polic 
ofticers. 
• • it ttppeat·s from the darogah's repol' 
that the deceased hns left no clJiJdren, an 

t 
d 
t 
d 

that she was not with child. She burn 
herself on· the funeral pile of her husban 
of he1· own accord, in the presenc~ of th 
police officers. 

e 

• - it appears from the darogah's repor 
. that the decen~cd has left ti sons, th 

t 
e 

younge.\'t is .!'aid to be about 20 years old 
and that she was not with child. Sh 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of he 
husband of her own nccord, in the pre 

e 
r 

sence of the police officers. · 
• ~ it appears fmm the darognh's report 
that the deceased hus left 2 sons, th e 
youngest is said to, be nbout 25 year$ old, 

· and thRt she was not wit11 child. She 
bumt herself on the funeral pile of he 
husband of her own accord, in the pre· 
sence of the police officers. 

r 



.... --.. 
00 . 

~ 
t.J 

• 

• 

47.-D" Seedeesurree 6o 

48.-D• Sumeettra • 20 

so.-po Jumoonah - 40 

51.-0° Budduo Tara 30 

52.-D• Bindra - 70 

53·-D" Bhoobunis-1 
. saree - _. - j75 

• 

By de 

Banyan 

Brahmin 

n•-

n~- ·-

MauJee 

Byde 

Ramjoydoss, byde 

Joogulkiuore, 
banyab. 

Shamchunder 
Chawdt·y, brah
min. 

Rnmgattce Tha· 
koor, brahmin. 

Pcrtalmarain 
A~chargc, brah-
WlD, 

Dusruth, maulee 

'fonooram Gopt, 
byde. . · 

J• 
landed proprietor; in ' t • October 1825 

affiuent circumslances. 

• - shopkeeper; in indigent 5 
cin·umstances. 

·- - landed proprietor ; in 
affiuent circumstances •. 

• • priest ; in in4igcnt cir-
cumstances. 

~.: landed .proprietor; in 
affluent drcurnEtances~ 

ll -

30 

30 

• - gardener ; in indigent t Nov. 
circumstance.,. 

':' :- ser,·ant; in indigent cir~ 
cumstanccs. 

Kutwalecparah 

Nulchitty 

Kutwallccparah·· 

u• 

Kutwallce Buri-
saul. 

Nulchitty 

~ ~ it appears from the · darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no cltildren and 
'that she wns not ;with child. She burnt 
hers~lf on the funeral pile of her husband, 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. 
- - it app.ears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left a son, agetl about 
8 mqnths old, und that ·abe was not \Vith 
child. Thakoor Doss Banick, her bt·other

1 
has entered into the necessary agreement 
to maintain the infant. She burnt herself 
on the funeral pile of' her husband, of het 
o":n accord, in the presence of _the police 
officers. · · 
:.. • it appears froni the darogah's ···eport 
that the deceased has left a son, aged about 
11 years, and that she was not with child. 
She burnt beraelf on the funeral pife of 
her husband, uf her own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. · 
• ~ it appears from the darogah's report 
that the dt:ceased has left ·a son, aged ~o 
year.s old, and that she was not with child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral pile of 
her husband, of her owri accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. · · 
• - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased bas left no · children, 
and that · she was not with ·child. She 
burnt ·herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband, of her own accord, in the pre~ 
sence of the police officers. ~ 

- ~ it appeqr.i from the darogah's rcpori 
that the deceased has )eft six sons, the 

·youngest is said to be about 25 .years old, 
and that sl1e was not with child. She 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband, of her own ~cco'rd, in the pre
sence of t.ie police officers. . 

• • it :tppears from the darogali's report 
that the decased has lef\ a daughter, aged 
about ~5 years old. and that she was not 
with child. !She burnt herself on the 
funeral pile of her husband, of her own 
accord, in the presence of the police 
officers. 

(continued) 
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DACCA DIV!StoN-continued. 

ZII.LAIIS. 
Names of 

SUTTEES. Age. 

13nckergunge-cnn. 54.-Mussr Jussodah ~o 
timtcd. 

55·-no R.amsonah - 4o 

s6.-D0 Sut'bhanee • 70 

57·-1;> 0 Surrasuttee 50· 

s8.-Do Dbunmallah ao 

5g.-D° Cbunder- } 
mu11ah - - 50 

6o.-D0 Janokee 

CASTE. 

Brahmin -

Kaet 

Soodder • 

Sahoo 

Kaet 

By de 

N11mes and Custe of Profession and Circumstances of 

tl1eir Husbands. 

llamsunkur Au· 
charge.· 

· the Husband. 

- - lande<l proprietor ; in 
aflluent circumstances. 

Rnmkinkur Doss, • - serVant; in indigent cir-
kaet. cumstances~ 

Ind~rnarain. 
Doss, soodder. 

- - landed proprietor ~ in 
aflluent circumstances. 

Raujkissen, sahoo. - - shopkeeper; in indigent 
circumstances. 

Sumboochunder 
Gooh, kaet. 

- ·servant; in indigent cir.; 
cumstances. 

Rogoonath Sein, -
by de. 

ditto 

Paddolochun 
Sein, byde. 

- - landed proprietor ; in 
afBuent circumstances. 

Date or Du:ning; 

15 Nov. 

t.8 

12 Dec~ 

14 -

15 

ln wl1at 

Pulice J u;isdiction. 

Kutwallee Buri
saul. 

N ulcflitty -

Gurnuddy. -

~ utwnlleeparah 

REMARKS. 

• - 1t appears from the darogah's repor.
tbat the deceased has left no chihlren, and 
that she was" not with child. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband, 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
·police officers. · 
:- - it appears from the- darogab's report 
that the deeeased has 1 left a son and two 
daughters, the youngest daughter· ~s said 
to be about 12 years old, and that she was 
not with child. She burnt herself on the 
funeral pile of her husband, of her own 
accord~ in the presence of the police 
officers. · 
- • it appears from the da1·ogah's report 
that the deceased- has left no children, and 
that she was not with child.· She burnt 
herself on the .funeral pile of her husband, 
of h.er own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. -

- ~ it appears from the darogall's report 
that the deceased has left a son, aged about 
27 years, and that she was not with child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral pile of 
her. husband, of her own acc01·d, in tl1e 
presence of the police officers. 

- -it, appears from t11e darognh's report that 
the deceased has left 2 sons, the youngest 
is said to be about 11 years old, and that she 
was not with child. She burnt herself on the 
funeral pile of her husband, of her own ac
cord, in the presence of the police officers. 

-- it appears from the <larogah's report 
that the deceased has left no children, and 
that she was not with child. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her l1Usband, 
of l1er own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. 

ditto ditto ditto. 



• 

61.-1\lusst J oymonee !Z4 Bralimin 

6~.-D• Rammullah 6o Byde 

Brahmin • 

Callee Sunkur, 
Chuckerbutty, 
brahmin. 

Auradhw1 Sein, 
by de. 

Radbakissen, 
brahmin. 

ditto 

- ·- doctor, in indigent cir
cumstances. 

- - priest, in indigent cir
cumstMces. 

19 Dec. 18~5 Nulcbitty 

_Gurnuddy 

K utwalleeparab 

~- it appears from the darogab's· repor t 
that the deceased has left. a son, about one 
year old, and that she was not with child. 
Gopal Kishen, a brother of Calleesunkur, 
Chuckerbutty, deceased, bas entered into 

. the nece~sary aga·eement to maintain the 
child. She burnt herself on the funeral 
pile of her husband, of her ·own ·accord, 
1n the presence of the police officers. 

- - i~ appears from the darogo.h's report 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
dren, and that llhe was not with · child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral pile or 
her husband, of her own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. 

- - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left a son, who is 
said to be about t6 years old, and tLat she 
was not with child. She burnt herself on 
the funeral pile of her husband, of her 
own accord, in the presence of the police 
officers. · 

. The increased number of 11uttees which have taken place during the year 1825 is attributable to the lamentab e mortality which occurred here during the 
prevalence of cholera, which raged for nearly six months, Md by which no less than 2o,ooo persons fell victims, as bas been ascertained from the several 
darogahs• reports. · · . . . . . . 

----~---------~---------------------------~-------------------~-------------~--------------------------------.-------~-.-------------------.----------------------------------------
Chittagong - 9· t.-Musst Soowindah 6o Weaver 

.. 
2.-D•' Soobudrah - 6o 

,.. • ..:.Do Saroduh - • 6o 

Rammohun, 
weaver. 

Rampersaud, 
sooder. 

Domun, sooder. 

Ramdoolal Goo, 
sooder. 

- • husbandry; Jms some 9 Jan. 
property. 

ditto 

. ditto 

- - servant ; ha! some pro
perty. 

14 Feb. 

13 Aug. 

18:25 Puttiab 

o· 

Rawajan -

Puttiah 

• - she burnt herself voluntarily with the 
corpse of her husband. Police officer wns 
not in attendance on the spot, in conse
quence of no information received in than
nab ; but on investigation of the matter 
before the magistrate, it appears that there 
was no legal disability. ~he left no intant 
children • 

.. - she burnt herself volunt~rily with the 
corpse of her husband. Police officer was 
in attendaflce on the spot, and there wru; 
no legal disability. She lt ft no infant 
children. 

• - d itto - • ditto - • She left no infhnt 
children. 
• - ditto - - ditto • •· She left no infant 
children. 

(continued) 
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DAccA rAIVISION-coi,tinucd. 
' ·-

_ _ _ Natncs of .. 
CASTE. 

' 
Names and Coste of , ,l'ro(ession ~nd Circumstances of 

~.their Husbands.' · · · - tiieiru~ba&d. - · -
• .Date af,Burnin~ - ·- \ - . 

In what 
ltEMARKS. 

ZILLAHS. SUTTEES. 

------~-!-------'--""------'---~-
~.-~ -"--------·-· ,__:~,__ __ ....:_-:_:-·.....;· ·.....;:_..__ __ ....;._~·--.._· -~~:..______;_.;·~ ~-~---·-· ----~~;:_' _, ____ .;:_· --~ 1-----~-.......---------

Chittagong-con
tinued. 

Noacally - 1. 

City of Decca t8. 

s.-Musst Chunder} 25 Kelah - . -
Sooder 

6.-D0 Sarudah - so Brahmin - -

7.-D0 Poojulee - 24 Sooder - -

· 8 . .;;.Do Soahge~ - 30 

1 
g.-D" Obhoiah. - 70 . Brahmin · -

1.-Musst Oconee - 6o Burraye • 

t.-Musst Oomatara 29 By de 
: ~· .... 

2.-Do Ruttun Malla 55 

Doorgaram, 
sooder. 

- - husbandry; bas some 
: property. 

- :.. husbandry; bas landed Chundermuny, · 
C~owdry, brah-. property. 
mm. 

Durponarain, 
Bearer, sooder. 

Goury €hurn, · · 
sooder. 

· Rogoomuny, 
brahmin. 

t 

?earer; has some property 
.. 
~ . 

.:--;;husbandry; has some 
property. 

·ditto 

Soadaram, bur- , - - had no employment; 
raye. was -very poor, _and was 
. . !>ttpported by _his son-in_

law. 

, -Rnmchunde1· 
Doss. 

Gungaram Doss 

4 "' her husband was at
tached WI a mohurcr in the 
Cutwally establishment of 
this city, and 11ossessed 
property to. the value of 

· sicca rupees 2;ooo. 
· ' - · her hm·banJ l1cld a 
\ petty tallook of his own, 
: but did not follow nny pro
'- fcssion. 

10 October 1825 Puttiah 

18 .... . -

1 November -

Salkoneal1 

26.December - Rawajan -

--16 Aug.1825, Thannah 
corresponding gumgunge. 
witl1- zd Bhadoor 
.1232 B.S. 

9 April 1825 i Solnghur • 

23 - Sabaur 

De-

-- she burnt herselfvoluntarily; with the 
corpse of her husband. Police officer was 
not in at~ndance on the sp~t, in conse
~l!ence of no report received in thannah ; 
but on investigation hefore the magistrate, 
it appears that there was no legal disability. 
She left no in£mt children. -
~"'- ditto · - - ditto. There was no 
legal disability. She left no infant chil
dren.-
"- - ditto - - ditto. On investigation 
before the magistrate, it appears that 
there was DO 'legal disability. She left DO 

infant children. _ _ ._ 
- - ditto. -_· ::. . ditto.·. Police officer was 
in attm;danc~ on the spot. T~ere was J?O 
legal disability. She left no mfant clul
dren •. 
-·. ditto - - ditto. She left no infant 
children. 

- - this woman was burnt on the funeral 
piJe of her husband, in presence of the 
mohurer of the than nab, in compliance to 
her own wishes. No legal disabili~y to 
her performing the rite of suttee ex1sted. 
The deceased left one daughter, aged 
about 25 years. -

- - this sacrifice took place according to 
fhe . ceremonY. of · sahamurrun. M~sst 
Oomutara had no children, and the police 

-officers were present at the time. 

• - this sacrifice took place according to. 
the ceremony ofsahamurrun. Mussummut 
Ruttun Mallah had no infant child, and 
the police officers were present ·at the 
time. 

oe 
0 



.... 3.-D0 Rajesury - ~5 no- Ramlochun, deb ditto 11 May Jamalpore - - this sacrifice took place according to ...._. 
the ceremony ofsahamurrun. Musslimmut 

?J Rajesury had no infant child ; and . the 
police officers were present at the time. 

4.-Do Sedessury • 66 D•· Lucknauth, ~opt --her husband had no u - ,.. . Rajabary - - - this sacrifice took place according to 
Eroperty of his own, and I the ceremony of sahamurrun. 1\fussum-
1is profession was that of mut Sedessury had no children ; and the 
a Bengal mohurrer. 

I 

poljce officers were present at the time. 
s.-DaGovindJ_>ereeah so no- Gokool Chunder, - - her husband held a 7 June Mulfutgunge - - it appears from a report of the daroguh 

roy. petty tallook or his own, of MuJfutgunge, that Mussummut Govind-
and his profession was that pereeah was at her .husband's house at 
of a Bengal. mohurrer. Cawnpore, where she received intelligence, 

in the evening of the 6th June 1825, that 
her husband died at Dacca on the 1st of ~ 
that month ; she on the 7th performed the ~ 
right of anoomurun, by burning herself to t-'1 
death with a quilt of her husband. The > 
darogah reports, that on investigation it J-3 

1-1 appeared that no legal impediment existed < to prevent her performing the rite in t'J'j 

husband held Solaghur -
question. 

~ 6.-no Gungamoony 19 no. Shib Chunder, ·- her a 4 .September -- this sacrifice took place according to the 
doss. petty tallook of his own, ceremony of &ahamurrun. M ussummut 0 

· and be was generally em- Gungamoony had no children. The po-
== ployed in the service of a lice officers were present at the time. Jooo-4 

zumindar as a mohurrer. z 7.-D0 Omc.rabutty 45 Kaet Cossynauth - - her husband had no 9 Mulfutgunge • - this sacrifice took place by the cere- t::1 
·Eroparty of his own, and mony of sahamurrun. Mussummut Omo- 0 

is profession was that of rabuttl had an infant .eon about 2 years 0 
a kismutgar. old. The prescribed engagement was 

~ entered into by Gopynauth, the brother 
Jooo-4 of her husband. who accordingly took t::1 charge of the child; the police officers .0 

8.-D° Cossypereeah +3 Brahmin Ramconnye,nyo- - - her husband was a pun- ltajabary -: 
were rresent at the time. 

~ - t6 - ~ - th1s sacrifice took place according to 5IJ bagess. dit brahmin, without any the ceremony of sahamurrun. M ussum-
property of his own. mut Cossypereeah had no children ; and 

the police officers were present at the 
time. 

g.-Do GangaDabeeah52 oo. Rumgutty, surma --her husband held a 29 no. - - this s;u:ritice took place according to 
hetty talook of his own, the ceremony of sahamurrun. 1\Iussum-

ut did not follow any mut Ganga Dabeeah had not any child, 
profession. and the police officera were present at the .. time • 

to.~D0 Rookoona - 45 n•- Neelmony, turk- • - her husband was a pun- 9 October :t-;araingunge - - this sacrifice took place according to 
lunkar. dit brahmin, without any the ceremony of sahamurrun. 1\:Iussum-

property of his own. mut Rookoona had no children, and the 
police officers were present at the time. 00 

(con~inued) 
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DACCA DIVISION-continuetl. 

ZILLAHS •• 

City of Dacca
• con t illuetl. 

Names of 
s·uTTEES.· 

Age. 

11.-Musst Chunder-}40 ' moony - . 

12.-D0 Mohamya • 39 
.. ; 

DaccaJclalpore, 2. 

13.-Do ~ Burmanee1 
5 . nabeeah . -J5 

- 51 

15.-D0
. Soobhudra - 35 

16.-D0 Surbessury. 21 

17.-D" Luckkeepe-} 
reeah - - 45 

18.-D0 Surbessury 40 

1.-Muss• Kuroona} 
Mohee, ofBa- 21 
neeboho -

CASTE. 

Kahet 

Brahmin -

Byde · • 

Brahmin -

D" 

Bydee 

.Names and Caste of 

their Husbands. 

Sumboonauth, 
deo. 

Ramram, ghose • 

Chmiderseekur, 
chuckerbutty .. 

Gungahurry -

Dhunnunjoy, 
chuckerbutty. 

Kishenchunder, 
surma. 

Ram gutty, chat-· 
tate e. 

Ramgopaul, 
chuckerbutty. 

Profession and Circumstances of"' 

the Husbnntl. 

--her husband beld a: petty 
talook of his own, and h1s 
profession was that of ~ 
mohutrer. 
--her husband held no pro
perty of his own, and his 

' profession was that of a 
: Bengal mohurrer. 

- -her husband held a petty 
. talook of his own, and his 

profession was that of ·a 
Bengal mohurrer. · 
·-her husba'ndheld a petty 
talook of his own, and his 
profession was that of a 
mohurrer.· 
.:. • her husband had no pro
perty of his own, and his 
profession ·was that of a 
zuzmany brahmin. · 
- - her husband was a pun
dit. brahmin without any 
property of .his own, but 
his p1·ofession was that of 
a gooroo. _ 
- - her husband ha<l no 
property of his owJI, and 
his profession was that of 
a mohurrer. 

ditto 

• 

Date of Burning, .. 

1 1 October 1825 

18 

28 Nov. 

14 Dec. 

D" • 

bwhai: 

Pollee Jurisdiction. 
.. REMARK~. 

Mulfutgunge 

··Rajabary -

Solaghrir • 

· Mulfutgunge 

·Jamalpore 

- • this sacrifice took place by the ce~e
mony of sahamurrun. .Mussummut Chun
d:ermoony )lad no infant child ; and the 
police officers were present at the time. 
- - this sacrifice took place by the cere
mony of sahamurrun. l\1ussummut 1\fo
hamya had no children ; and the police 
officers were present at the time: 
- ,; this sacrifice took J>lace by the cere
mony of sahamurrun. Mussummut _Bur
ma nee had no infant child ; and the police 
officers were present at the time. 

- . ·- - this sacrifice took place according to 
the ceremony of sahamu1·run. Nlussum
mut Ooma had no children; and the police 
officers· were present at the time. 
- ; this sac1·ifice took place according to 

-the ceremony of sahamurrun. Mussumut 

Narain Gunge -

Soobhudra had no infant child; and the 
police officers were present at the time. 
- - this sacrifice took place according . to 
the ceremony of sahamurrun. Mussum-

Rajabary • 

mut Surbessury had no children ; and. the 
police officers were present at the time. 

- - • this sacrifice took place according to 
the ceremony of sahamurrun. Mussum
mut Luckkeepereeah had no infant cl1ild ; 
and the police officers were present at the 
time. 

- · - - tlrls sacrifice took place according to 
the ceremony of sahamurrun. 1\:lussum
mut Surbessury had not any children; and 
the police·officers'were present at the time. 

• Jaychund, sein • -.,.the hu:.band of the de- 22 February 1825 Bulkea 
cea.sed was a mohurrer. 

- - - the darogah's report states· that- the 
woman had no son. She burnt with the 
dead body of ber husband by her own 
accord ; and the ceremony was performed 
in conformity with th.e Hindoo law, in 
presence of the local police officers. 



.... 
q 

= 

1\fymensing 

S.}'liWt • 

Tipperah - 8. 

2.-D0 Nundranee} 
of Gorasoor • 45 

: I 
1.-Musst Tille - 50 

sz.-D0 Omoopoor-}. 
nah • - 35 

a.-no Obhy~h • 12 

4,.-na Koorhoom-} 
bah - • 5° 

5.-D" ilhagyrutty so 

Kahest 

Joogy 

By dee 

Soeder 

Sahoo 

Bulram, sicdar -

I : 
Prawnkishen, 

joogy, aged 6o 
years. 

Rampershad, 
joogy, · aged 45 
years. 

Hurnauth Gopt, 
bydee, aged 35 
yearll. 

Ramjewun, ka
hest, aged 8 2 
years. 

Tincowry- Pun
dit, sahoo, aged 
75 years. 

- • the husband of the de· 
ceased· was a native doctor. 

-None.-

-None.-

- -merchant; reported to 
have been in respectable 
circumstances. 

•• judgemany ; reported 
to have been in respectnble 
circumstances. 

- - servast ; reported to 
have been in respectable 
circumstances. 

- - gharisty ; reported to 
have been in respectable 
circumstances. 

·- judgemany; reported to 
have been in respectable 
circumstances. 

so Sept. Bhoosnah 

5 April Ramgunge 

3 June Burkumtah 

28 July N asseernagur 

10 August 

9 Sept. D~ 

- - it appear!! from the report of the daro
gha that the woman had a daughter oged 
about~~ years, married to Nunulaul n·ose 
of Dadpore. She burnt herself by her 
own free will and accord with the dead 
body of. her husband; and the ceremony. 
was performed in conformity with the. 
llindoo law, in presence of the local po
l.ice · officers and foujdaree nazeer of the 

. court. 

- - sabamurrun, without being in any way 
inebriated, and in conformity with the 
Shaster. Buried alive at the same time 
with her husband, in the presence of 
Rajkisken Doss, mohurrer, and Bulram 
Sing, burkundaze of the thanah. Died 
without iasue. · 
• ·- ditto - • ditto. Iluried. alive at 
the same time with her deceased husband 
in ·th~ presence of the darogah, and Gou; 
Sing, burkundaze of the thannah. Died 
leaving 1 son aged 2 years,- who has been 
left to the· care of his uncle under agree
ment. 
--ditto • - 9-itto. Burned at the 
same .time with her deceased husband,. in 
the presence of Ramsing, jemadar, and 
Luckhun Sing, burkuodaze of the than
nab. Died without issue. 
--ditto. - - ditto. Burned at the 
same ti~ with her deceased husband, in 
the presence of Ram Sing, jemadar, and 
Bhobany Sing, burkundaze of the than
nab. Died 1eaving 1 .son aged 30 years. 
- - ditto - - ditto. · Burned at the 
same time with her deceased husband, in 
the presence of Mohamuddy, jemadar, and 
Jowun Sing, burkundaze of the thannah. 
Died without issue. 

(cuntimu~d) 
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DACCA DIVISION-continued. 
--- CASTE. 

I 

Names of 
ZILLAHS. Age. . 

SUT~EES. 

Tipperah-con- 6.-Musst Parb11tty So Napit -
Jmued. .. 

. 
... 

7·-D0 Shoagy - 40 -!oogy -

8.-D0 Shedessory 25 :Kahest -
. 

MOORSHEDABAD DIVISION. 

Beerbhoom - 9· 1,-l\Iusst Gyamun-}6 Brahminee 
nee Debeea - 0 

· 

2.-Do Rausmunnee}so 
Debeea . -

-

-

-

Names aRd Caste of 

tbeir Husbands. 

Akootram, bar-
her,· ·aged. 93 
years. 

Dingoonauth, 
joogy, aged 6o 
years. 

Basseeram, alias 
Ramgovind, ka-
best, aged 40 
years • 

Tidochun Chat
terjeea, brahmin. 

Hurgobind 
Chuckerbuttee, 

' brahmin. · 

Proression and Circumstances of 
! the Husband. 
; 

.-- gharisty ; reported to 
have been in respectable 

' -circumstances. 

~ 

- - weaver ; reported to 
have been in respectable 
circumstances. 

to - - gharisty, reported 
have been in respectable 
circumstances. 

- - illiterate, and obtained 
his livelihood by cultivation 
of the soil. . · 

- - obtained his livelihood 
by service. 

Date of Burning. 

3 Nov. 1825 

-
11 Dec. -

12 - -

1~ Jan. 

.l 

3 April 

·In what ·'. 
_ .. ;REl\'lARKS •. l__,. 

Police :[ urisdiction. l 

: 

··-. 
; . 

Cusbah - ~ .. - sahamurrun, without bein~ :in .any way 
inebriated, and in conformity· with the. 
Shastet. 'Burned at the same time with her .. decl:!ased husband, in the presence of Mo • 
hattiuddy, jetnadar,. and Jewun Sing, bur-
knndaze of the ~annah. .Q_ied without 
issue. ----

Thurlah - - - ·• ditto - - ditto. Burned at the 
sante time· with her deceased husband, 
in the presence of the darogah, moburrer, 

. and J oysunknr, burkundaze of the thannah. 
Died leaving 2 sons, 1 of the age of 25, 
and the youngest 15 years. 

Toob Kibagrah .. - dittu - ... ditto. Burned at the 
same time witll her. deceased husband, . in the presence of Kissenpurshaud, je-
madar of the thannah. Died without 
issue. 

Shakoolpoor --on intelligence arriving at the thannah· 
of the intention of the widow of TirJochun, 
deceased, to bum herself, the jumadar and 
a burkundaze were sent to the spot, and, 

after making the necessary inquiries, it appeared that no 
prohibitory reasons existed for her becoming a suttee ; 
therefore the widow of the deceased (Mussumut Gya 
Munnee D~beea,) of her own free will, burnt herself along 
with her husband's corpse, and became a suttee. 

Keogong • -~- - on the jumadar of the thannah receiv-
. ing intelligence of the intention of Raus-

muunee to become a suttee, he repaired to 
the spot, accompanied by a burkundaze; upon inquiry it 
appeared that she had a son about 8 years old, whom she 
delivered over to the charge of ber eldest son, anived 
to manhood, who executed an engagement upon stamped 
paper for its maintenance, and as there then existed no 
prohibitory reason, she of her own free will burnt her
lelfalong withhe1·.husband's corps~, and became a suttee. 



..... 3.-Do Anundmy }o n~ • Jugdis Moker- 1 • .. was a learne(l doctor 'J5 Jldy Pulsa • • as some delay occurred in the news 
..... Debeea .. 5 jeea, brahmin, ' (or pundit,) and aa such reaching the thnnnah, the police officers 
~ obtamed his Hvelihood. did not repair ~o the ~pot uutil she was 

. burning ; and up01\ inquiry being mnde by 
the dnrogha nnd a burkandaz who ~ccompanicd him, . 1t 
appeared that thP.l'e existed no prohibitory reason, and that 
the widow of the deceased, of her own froe will, burnt her· 

Koitin Soodr Ramsoonder - • was versed in Benga1ee, ; 7 .August 
self along with her husbnnd's~orhAe, aml became a suttee. 

4.-Do Soodebee } 'f! Keogong - - .. - pyevious to t 10 burning taking place, 
Debeea - 4<J Ghose1 kaet. and ~btained his living by the JUmadar of the thnnnah repaired to 

flei'TtCe. the spot, and upon inquiries no prohibitory 
rensons appeared; therefore Mu!sumut 

Suodebee, wtdow, of her own free will, burnt herself 
. along with her husband's corpse, and became a suttee. ::0 

5.-D• Poolukkhee 70 By din Netanund, byd • - was versed in Bental :35 October Kusba • - previou1 to the burning taking place, tt:l 
Shasten, and obtained tis the mohurer of the thannah and a burkun• ~ 
maintenance by the service daz repaired to the spot, and u~on inquiries > 
of his maternal grandson. no prohibitora reasons existe ; therefore 1-3 -the · aforesai Mu£;sumut Poolukkhee, < 

widow, of her own free will, burnt herself ~ 
along with her husband's corpse, and be· 

~ came a suttee. 0 6.-Do N eeloo - 67 Kooloonee Cbytun Gurnee, • - illiterate, and obtained 10 Nov. Sabpoor . • - on news reaching the thnnnah of the 
t""" koloo. his living· ae ~m oilmau. · intention of the widow to become a suttee, · ::t: 
~J 

. . the darogah, mohurer and a burkundaz re· -paired to the spot, and upon making inquiries no prohibi. z 
tory reasons appeared; therefore the aforeBaid Mussumut t:' 
Neeloo, widow, of her own free wiU, burnt herself along 0 

• with her husband's corpse, and became a suttee. 0 
7.-D• Sheebn.soon·}~o Brahminee Dhyrub Chater• - - ·was versed in Bcn~alec, 18 Nov. Keogong - - - - the mohurer Clf the thannah, accom- ~ drec Debeea jeca, brahmin. and obtained hislivehhood · f;anie'd by a burkundaz, on receiving intel- -by service. · geoce of the intention of the wjdow to 0 

become a suttee, repaired to the spot, and .o 
upon making in~uiriea it appeared that she had a child of :;;; 
about 1 year ol , whom she made over to the charge of !Z her father-in-law, who executed an engagement upon 
stamped paper for its maintenance, ·and besides this no 
other prohibitory reasons existed ; therefore she, of her 
own free wiU, burnt herself along with her. hu~band's 
corpse, nod became a suttee. 

8.-Do Ulung J\Iun·l G:l Bunecaun Lukhcekunt Sing, - - illiterate, and obtained 30 Nov, o• ·• - the mohurer and je1nadar of t1~e thannah, 
nee - - j buneea. his Jiving by tillage ·and · on receiving intelligence of the intentl(ln 

ehopkeeping. of the widow of the deceased to burn her-
self, repaired to the spot, und upon making 

• inquiries no prohibitory reasons appeared; 
therefore she, of her <1wn free will, burnt 
herself along with her husband's corpse, 
and became a suttee. GO 

(continued.) <.I\ 



MoonsH EDABAD DIVISION-continued. 
Namca ~tnd Caste of l,rofcssion and Circumstances In what Date uf llurning. 

J - CA$TE. REMARKS. .. Namca of • their IIu•bnnd1 •. of the llusbancl • Police Jurisdiction. 
ZILLAJJS. SDTTEES. Age. 

Dcerbhoom-con· g.-Musst Mubee}z~ Dunceaun - Sridhur Dutt, · ~ • 'was versed in Den galee, 6 December 18~5 Sabpoor - . - • the jc::,madar and a burkundaz of the 
tiuucr/. Daseca - D buneea. and obtained his living by thannali, on receiving intelli~ence, repaired 

trapicking. to the. sxot,. and upon makm~ inquiries it . appeare that slte had 3 c iJdren, one .. aged 8 years, the other 3 yeara, and the roungest only 4 months old; 
these were made over to the charge o the uncle of the deceased 
husband, who executed an engagement upon stamped paper for their 

· maintenance; and as there existed no prohibitory reasons, the aforesaid 
- widow, of her own free will, burnt herself along with her hasbnnd's 

corpse, and becamo a suttee. 

N. D.-In the above yea~ there were no other suttee~, -nor ~as any insta!lce occur~cd of any woman having been preve!lted burning herself by the interposition. of the mngi.;trate 
and the pollee officers, or through the persuasiOn of her fnends and relatives. The n~:~mber of suttees thts.year exceeded by 6 that of the preccdmg. 

Bhaugulporc ·I . . . . - . - . - . . - - ....:.None.-

Joint Magistrate} - - . - . . . - . - - - - -None.-
of Monghyr - I 

Dinagcpore - . - , . - -None.-. - . - . - - - . 
- --··- --· ----

Joint Magistrate! 1.-Musst Mohun 45 Rajpoot . . · ltnmchum Sing, Lukherngdar - - 28 Dec. 1825 Thannalt Bholla- - • the suttee took place in conformity to 
of Mnlunh - 1.j rajpoot. .. haut. the Hindoo law, and the woman burnt . with the corpse of her husband. She left 2 children, a son aged '25, .. and a daughter • 

' The ,suttee had property, and the family bnve been provet·bial for 
adopting that inhuman means of self-immolation. 

-~-·-·---· 

City of Moorahc·} 1.-Musst l\luha} 6 Brahmin . . Su11teeram Bha- • - It appears from the da- 17 Feb. 1825 Mirza pore - -- Mussumut Muhamnya burned with 
dabnd • G. Muya Dcbbea 0 

ta~haruj, brah- rognh's report, that the de- the corpse of her husband, in the presence 
mm. ceased procured a subsist- ot' police burkundauzes, by the ceremony 

cnce from his shewries, and of sahamurun. No le~al ob.stnc1e to 
the rent of a portion of her becoming a suttee cx1sted. 
birmutter land. 

'2.-Da Soobudrn Go Brahmin . - Rughoonauth • • it appears from the da- ~1 .May - Goekurry . • • Mussumut Soobudrab burned with the 
Roy, ~rnhmin. rognh's report, that the de- co•·pse of her husband, in the presence of 

ceased procured a subsist- pohce officers, by the ceremony of saha· 
encc by the help of his murun, without any legal impediment to 
shewers. her becoming a .suttee. 

~ c 
~ -!;I' -c:: z -{j 

> 
~ -0 z 
rJJ 



3.-D0 Soorjee 
-.1 
C-:l 

4.-Do Kumal 

5.-Do Burma 

6.-D• Jaunnobee 

• Joint Magistrate}! 
of Boogoorah - -

• 

- ~0 

- so-

- 22 

- 30 

_I_ 

I 

no -

Nye --

Telee -
Kooree -

-. Pudlaub Ghos- - - it appears from the da-
haul, brahmin. rogah's statement, that the 

deceased procured a sub-
sistence by employment, 
and on the farms of small 
portions of land. 

- Berbul, nye - - - the deceased procured 
a subsistence of shaving. 
and from the cultivdtion of 
land. 

- Ruttun, telee - - - the deceased held em-
. ployment, by which he pro-
cured a subsistence. 

- Gungagobind . - -it is .reported by the da· 
Shaw, kooree. rogab, that the deceased 
- procured a subsistence by 

shopkeeping. 

-None.-

30 October 1825 Bhurtpore - -- l\fussumut Soopee burned with· the 
corpse of.her husband before t~e darogah 
could arnve to the place of this sacrifice. 
The persons who · were present have 
been therefore summoned through the 
darogah. · . 

3 December - : no - - - - this sacrifice took place in confonnity 
- with the bewustuhs, but in .opposition to 

the interference of police burkundauze, 
- ·' who was present at the time. The re-

Jatives of the suttee have been summoned 
through the darogah. · 

11 - - Akhurat Ramsah - - this sacrifice took place by the cere-
mony of sahamurun, in the presence of 
police officers, without any legal obstacle. 

18 - - Dewun ~errye - - - Mussamut Jaunnobee burned with 
the corpse of her husband, leaving 2 son.~, . 
1 aged 12, and the other 3 years, and 

, a daughter of g years of age, under the 
care of 'her father-in-law's brother, who has entered into written en-
gagement for the management and support of the above children. 

- -it appears from the damgah's report, 
that the suttee took place previous to the 
arrival of the police officers. The deceased 
has left no children. , 
- - it appears from the uarogah's report, 
that information was not given jn the 
thannah of the intended suttee. · 
The· deceased has left a '6oy of 1 year 

old. 

- - the suttee was burned with -hci: husband 
by her own fre~ will, and according to the 
Shaster in every respect. The husband 
was a mohurrir in the collector's office, 
and was in good circumstances. 
- - this suttee was also burned with her 
own free will, and according to the Shaster. 
The hustand had no property whatever, 
and Jived entirely on his ~elations' bounty. 

·(continue~ 
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1\looBSHitDA BAit DtVISION-continued. 
; 
• - - Namea and Caste of Prof'eMion and C!reU.JDStances ur In "hot 

. . r 
NameJ of CAST E. . their Huabauds. the Hll»band. Dale ·<Jf Dumin,, Police JurisdictiUll. JC.EMARKS. 

ZILLAHii. SUTTEES. 
Age, . -. - . 

F 

Rungpore - ] , 1. !\fuss' Wooma } 40 · Brahmin ~ . Beejoy Chunder, - • pundeetee ; neither poor ~7th July 182;) Dhnup - - • • tl1is W.Qman burnt Of her OWil accord 
Debbea • bhuttacharge. nor rich. · · ' . on the funeral pile and with the body of .. her husband, leaving 2 infants, i son and 

1 daughter, to be rotected by her eldest . 
' son and nephew. t does not a.ppcar that 

- any thing was administered to cause in-
toxication or insensibility. 

- The darogah was in attendance. 

Commissioner of}j-
Rungpore - -I~ -None.~ l . 

PATNA DIVISION. 

Debar • - 1. · t. M:u.ssum' Btissun-}as Koit - - Chooahloll, koit menial servant - - •B Sept. 1805. -1 Thaannh Unval - - on the 25th September t825, or 
t1a - .. · · 28th Bhadoon 1 '23'2, F. S., on Sunday, 

Chooahloll, koit, inhabitant of the village 

' 
Piprah, in per~unnab Urwal, who was employed in the custom-
house at Patoa, ied of the cholem mqrbus. J ussodahloll, his younger 
brother, after having performed the funeral rites on the 28~h .Septem 
ber 18<25, returned to his house, wl1en the wife of tbe decenseil, bein 
a{lprized of his death, withdrew to the viUage Hithpore, above 6 miles 
distant, where his relations dwelt, and burnt herself: She left behind . her 3 children, the eldest being _10 years, and second 7 years, and the 
third 5 years old, who will be taken care ofhy Jossodahloll and his other 

- 4 brothers. Information of the suttee not being given at the thannah, 
the police officers could not b€ preJent; but 3 days afterwards, having 
beard of the occurrence by common report, the thannadar repaired to 
the spot, and instituted an inquiry, the result of which was duly re-
ported. It appearing that the woman .had rather been dissuaded than 
encouraged to sacrifice herself, and that much blame was not to be 
imputed to the farmer of the village and chokeedars, it was considered 
sufficient to reprimand them .severely, and take mochulknhs from them, 
requil'ing them to be more attenti:ve in future to the duty of giving the 
prescribed information at the thannah on all similar occasions . 

g 

. 
e 

I Joint Magistrate} -
ofMonghyr - - . - - - - . - - - -· - - -None.-



City of Pntnn ~. I 1.-r.·russ' Dccla . - So Sonnrcen • - Dechoo, sonar • • • golJsmith ; exercised 1G March. 1825 Nowbuthporc . • • len a son and + dnu~htera, who are all 
the profcssionoffoldamith, married, and in no nee of extra support. . and supported is fnmily The thanadar was present, and took every 
thereby. measure to prevent the suttee, but without 

effect. 
!J.-D0 Dookho - 30 Malin - - Deerbull, mnlee • • gardener • exercised tho 17 May - Allungunj - - • len a daughter of 3 years of age, ~ho 

profession of maleegceree, · is under the brotection of Kunnoo and 
and supported bis family l<'uckeera, the rothers of Beerbull, malee, 
thereby. deceased. The thanadar of Allumgunj, 

and the brothers of neerbull, deceased, 
were sresent at the cremation, and 
e.xerte themselves to prevent the suttee, 
but without effect • 

. 
Got·uckpore • 9· 1.-M uss' Phooljhur-} 

33 
Brnhminee - Gouree Pandey, - • cultivator; af:uttudar 13 April - Thannnh Deoreah • - the suttee took place before the arrivnl 

rcca • • brahmin. in tl1e 4th share o Morega of the police. Tlie ceremony was in ac-
Dul J umwa, holding about cordance with the published bcbustas ; the 

Jhan,. kul war 
1 ~ bi~a_hs as his share. 

' 
Thannnh Deoreah 

woman burnt with t~e body ofl1er husband. 
~.-Do Chutkee • 30 Kulwarin - - . -- cu t1vntor; a ryot in ~J? June - • • the suttee took place before the arrival 

village Goura. of the police. The ceremony was in ac-
cordance with the -published bcbuatas.; 
the woman burnt wlth the body.of her 
husband. 

a.-D• Pierswnh - 'J7 Brahminee . Nurkoo Doobey, - • cultivator ; 4th share of - Ditto . Thannah Mur· - .. in this case the suttee took tlace before 
brahmin. vil1n~e Muhom, about ~5 gunge. the arrival of th,. police. he woman 

bi~a s in his lands ; his left an infant child ; but as the l1cirs ex-
el er brother the lu~ber- ecuted the required ekrarnamah to take . dar . charge of it, and the ceremony was other.; 

wise according to the bebustas, no fu~ther 
' proceedings were considered necessary. 

4.-D• Soolugnee • iG no. . . Anund Doobey, - • cultivator ; ryot culti- 6 July - 'fhannnh Doome· - - in this case the suttee took place be• 
brahmin. vating 8 bc~ahs, with one reeagung. fc1re the arrival of the police. Tile woman 

bignh, Mon ce, in which a left an infant child; but as the heirs ex-
mangoe tope stands. ecuted the required ekrarnamah to take 

charge of it, and the ceremony was other-
' wise according to the bebustas, no further 

s.-D• Sheo Koonur· };6 Rajpootin • - ryot, cultivating 2 bee-
proceedings were considered necessary. - Ramgolnum, roy 6 August - Thannah Deoreah - • the suttee took place before the ar-

ree - - - gahs. rival of tbe police. The ceremony was 
in accordance w.ith the ~ublished bebustas; 
the woman burnt wit 1 the body of he 

6.-nu Phooljhurreen .70 husband. 
Auheerin. - Suedha Auheer, - - cu1tivatini !I beegns ; 8 - - no - n· - - • the suttee took place before the arrival • royot. and also day abourer. of the police. The ceremony was in ac-

cordance with the published bebustas ; 
the woman burnt with the body of he . husband • 

r 

r 

' (co11tinuecl} 



l 
PATNA DJvU~IoN-conlinued. 

---+-
ZILLAHS ... 

Goruck pore-t~on-
"! · tinued. 

... . 

Names of 
SUT'f EES. ,. 

7.-Musst Jaleea 

. 

8.-D0 Sidbnee 

Age. 

- 40 

- 35 

g.-D0 Deepnee - 20 

Ramghur - - -: -

CASTE. 

Brahminee 

no. -

~ 

- - -

-
-

-

Names and Caste of 
their Husbands. 

-
Rambuksh Pan-

dey, brahmin. 

' 

Purgass Pandey 

Profession and Circumstances of 
the Huaband. 

village oracle - - -

- - cultivator; small sharer 
in village Baskhoor •. 

• Bishoon Dutt, • .. zemeendar ; 1 f sharer 

. 

-

tewarree. of village Newag, al'l.d lum
berdar of Deodhee. 

. . 

-None.--:l - - -. 

Date of Burning •. 
In what 

Police ·J urisrliction. REMARKS. 

7 Sept. 18~5 

. 
9 - -

Thannah Deoreah 

-

Thannah Bhaun-
pore . 

- - the suttee took place before the arrival 
of the police. The ceremony was in ac
cordance "with the published bebustas ;· 
the woman burnt w1th the body of her 
husband • 
- - the suttee took place before the arrival 

' of the police. The ceremony was in ac-
. cordance with the vublished bebustas ; 

the . woman burnt with the body of her 
husband. · 

14_November .;... Chowkee Buck
heerah. 

- - in this case the woman burnt without 
the body of her husband, before the arrival 
of the police. In consequence of which, 
and the circumstance of the husband and 
wife having never come together since 
their marriage, when she wa&. an infimt, 
the father of the woman is committed to 

. take his trial before the judge of circuit • 

12 January 18fl5 Dhakha - - - - Mussummut Lauldiggee ·voluntarily 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
deceased husband ; her relations used their 
utmost endeavours t.o prevent her f1·om so 
doing, which were ineffectual. Slw left 

no children, nor was she pregnant. The police .officers could not 
arrive in time on the spot. to save her. Rummund Sing could relld. 
and write Hindee, but was of a poor class. By the beewusta given 
by the pundit, the suttee appears to be lawful. 

7 March - I Hassopoor -~- - Mussum. mut Buttasce voluntarily burnt 
· herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 

husband; her relatiuns used their utmost 
endeavout·s to prevent her ft·om so doing, which were ineffectual. 
The po)ice office could not arrive at the spot in time to prevent her. 
She left no children, nor was she pregnant. Hurree Doss could read and 

·write Hindee, and was of the poor class. By the bywastaw given by 
the pundit, the suttee appears to have been lawful. 

.· 



3.-Do Soodasseah - aS Gwalin . 

4.-Do Torun)eah 29 Brahininee 

s.-D• Chowrassee . • 35 · 

~ - 6.-Do Bhiknee - 40 Rajepootin 

~ 

• 

7 . ...;.Do Kubbootur - So Brahminee· 

8.-D0 Ju)bhurrun • 6o Raujpootin 

Bhowannee, . 
gwaJia. 

mugdooree 

. - Ramd~a] Pandey, beggar 
b.-ahmm. . I 

I 
Beddiaput, te- cultivator 

wnrrie. 

Ujjoodheah, roy ditto 

Gaindaw Tewar- ditto 
ree, brahmin. 

- Ramkurrun Singh ditto 

9 

3 April 

5 May 

~ 

10 June 

15 

- I Butturdha ·I· · four days after the demise of Bhowan-
. nee, gwalla, · M nssumm1,1t Soodasseab 

went to her mother's house, where she took the turban of her deceased 
husband and burnt herself with it; her relations and neighbours en
deavoured their utmost to oppose her from so doing, but without effect.
The police officers could. not arrive on the spot in time to prevent her,. 
She left no children, nor was she pregJtant. Bhowannee, g1~a1Ia, could 
neither read nor write any language, and was of a poor class. Ry the 
bywasta given by the pundit, the concremation appears to have been . 
authorized by the Shasters. . . · . - I Derou. ley - I --M ussummut Toorunteah ~oluntar~ly 

. burnt herself ·on the funeral pile of her 
decea<Jed husband ; before the arrival of the police officers on the spot, . 
she was consumed. She was not pregnant, nor left ·any children. 
Ramdeal Pandev cou1d neither read nor write any language, and was 
of a poor class. • By the bjwasta given by tbe pundit, the suttee ap-
pears to be lawful. · 

- j Boggha • · • ., ·-: 1\fussurumut Chowrassee voluntarily 
. burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 

·deceased husband; the police officers .and ber relations · tried their 
utmost to dissuade her from so doing, I?nt without effect, She was not 
pregnant, nor has sl1e left any children under age ·of 3 years. Beddia
put, tewarree, could read and write Hindee, but was of a poor class. By 
the by wasta of the pundit, the concremation appears to have been lawful. - I monjhee - - I ~ -Mussumut Bhikanee voluntarily · burnt 

herself on the funeral pile of her .deceased 
husband, although her relations, &c. used their utmost endeavours to 
oppose her doing ·so, but without effect. The police officers did not 
arrive on tbe spot iri time to prevent her. She left no children, nor 
was she pregnant. Ujjoodhean, roy, was of a poor class, and could 
neither read nor write any language. By the bywasta of the pundit, 
the suttee appears to have been lawful according to the Shaster.t~. 

Butterdon · - Mussumut Kubbootur voluntarily burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 
husband. She lfft no children under 
age,- nor was she pregnant ; she had burnt 
herself before the police officers -couJd 
reach the spot. Go1ndah Tewarree couJd 
read and write Hindee, but was of a poor 
class. B3 the bywastha of the pundit, 
the suttee appears to be lawful. . . 

GoldingGunge • . -- MussumutJulbhurrunvoluntarilyburnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 

husband. She left no children, nor was she pregnant. After the suttee 
had ~aken place, the mohurrer oftbe thannah went to the spot. Ram
kurrun Sing could neither read nor write any language, and was of~ 
poor <;lass. By the bywasta of the pundit7 this concremation was 
authonzed by the Shasters. 

(co11ti7zucll) 
~ -



PATNA DIVISION-Continued. 
Names and Caste of Profession and Circumstances of In wb~tt 

-- Date of Burning. REMARKS. 
Names of 

_CASTE. 
'their Hwbands • tbe Husband. · Police Jurisdiction. · 

:ZILLAHS. 
. 

S U..TT E E S. .Age • 
.-

Sarun-contilluecl. g.-1\Jusst Motee . - 20 Raujpootin - Tarah Raee, cultivator .. -- - 20 June t.825 Tajepoor -. - - - 18 days after . the .demise of Torah 
rajepoot. . Raee, l\iussummut Mootee went to the 

- spot. where her hu..<iband was· burnt, and 

- sacrificed l1erself; she was not pregnant, 
.. nor left. any .children. Torah Raee could . neither. read nor write ahy language, and . 

' was of a poor class. The bywastha of the . . pundit was the same as in the preceding -
' 

case. The police officers could not arrive 
- in time to dissuade her, for want of in-

formation. 
1 o.-D" Bhugwah -:40 Brahminee . - Mootee Tewar- - ditto - - - -· 21 - - Bugg!Ia - - - - Mussummut Bughwah voluntarily 

ree, brahmin. I 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
deceased husband, although her relations, 

~ 
&c. tried to prevent her from so doing, 
but without effect. She left no children, 

' nor was she pregnant. The police officers 
did not arrive before the concremation, fo1• 

- want of information. 1\foottee Tewarree 

. could neither read nor write any language, 
and was of a poor class. . ' 

11.-D<> Hawuchullee so Kulwarin - - Jowahir, kulwar by purree . - - 20 July - Seerraun - - - - Mussummut Hawuchullee voluntarily 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
deceased husband. The thannadar and 
ber relations tried theH: utmost to oppose 
her so doing, but to no effect. She was 
not pregnant, nor has she left any children. . Jowahir was a man of property, but could .. . ' neither read nor write any language • 

12.-Do Rooeha - 30 Bhoohebarin - 1\fohunggoo Ta- cultivator - - - u - - - - - Mussummut Rooeha voluntarily burnt 
koor, bhoohehau~. l1erself o:Q. the funeral pile of her dec.:ased 

husband. She has left a daughter of 8 

' 
years of age,~and a son of 4 years old. The 
usual moochulka has been taken fr~m the 
relations of the deceased for the support 
of the children. Mohungoo Thakoor 
could neither read nor write any Ian-

. guage, and '.Vas of a poor class. Her rela-
tions tried their utmost to prevent her 
from so doing, but to no effect. By the 
bywasta of the pundit this concremation 
appears lawful. 
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Shahabad • 19 
One of 1824- 1 .. 

~0 

1~.-n·· Punn~s·} 20 
aurrce ·-

14~-Gaungo - - 19 

15.-Burtunnca - 49 

1.-Muss1 Khut·} 
· ranee - 2 5 

1.-no Naugbunsee 40 

Rajepootin 

Ugrnhrin -

Dhohebarin 

Brnhminee 

Rajpootin 

Ruttoo lloy, ra- - ditto -
jcpoot • 

9 August Kuamur - • - 20 days after the demi11o of Ruttoo 
Roy, his wife. Mussummnut l'urmns11urrce, 
voluntarily burnt hcraelf. She wna not prcg· 
nnnt, nor hatl she any children. Ruttoo 
Roy wna of n poor clDJ.Is, and could ncithea· 
rend nor write any languogo. ny the re
port of the pundit the concremntion np 

Rarpcburn. 
ugrahrec. 

Domun Roy, 
bhoobehur. 

Ramnarain, 
brahmin. 

Adheer Sing, 
rnjpoot. 

bunncab 5 October 

cultivator 6 Nov. 

Tajepoor -

Hoosaypoor 

pears lawful. · . 
-- Muasammut Goungoo voluntarily burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her dcccnacd 
husband. She was not pregnant, nor had 
she any children. The police officen 
could not arrive on the spot in time to 
anve her, for want of informntion. Ham
churn could neither rend nor wl'itc any 
language, and was of a poor clnl!s. By t11e 
bywnsta of the pundit the concrcmntion 
appears to have been lawful. 
- • Mussamut Burtunnea voluntarily burut 
herself on the funeral p ile of her deccn~cd 
husband. She left no children, nor was 
she pregnant. The :t!olicc officers 'could 
not art:ive in time to ·dassuodc her, for wunt 
of inf<n·mntion. Domun Roy could rend 
and write the Ilindee languogc, b ut wns of 
a poor class. The bywnsta of the pundit 
in this wlls the same as in the last case • 

sharer of a small estate 16 July Thannah Sahae
rnm, at M uldahn • 
4 co'sa from the 
thanna. 

• - tbis case s1wuld hnve been included in 
the report for 1824, but the police officers 
receivt!d no information regarding it pre
viously to the end of Februarr, 1825. The 
widow is stated to have sacnficcd hct·self 
on the funeral pile ofher husband agreeably 
to the Shnstcr. She left no young children. 

8 January t82!j Thannll Arrab, at - • thi!> was an ill('gnl suttee. · 1'he hus
Nouada, 4 coss band of the widow hoc.l bc<'n dcnd 8 years; 
from the thannah. !2 months after his death the widow became 

I acquainted with the circumstances, but nt 
that time signifiec1 no intention to sacrifice herself. 0~ the 7th of January the 'Yidow 
was prevented from burning herself by the nagir of the.? foujdarry court and n police 
officer, who hnppencd to be on the E>pot; but · 11he is stated to 'iave sacrificed herself 
willingly on the following day, holding a piece of sandal-wood in her band. She left 
no young children. Information was not brought to the thannah till after the sacrifice 
harl been completed. Some of the villogers were apprehended and sent to tho magi11trate, 
on a charge of not preventing the sacrifice nor bringing previous i1:1formution to the 
thannah. but they were wl released without punishment 

- - sepoy ; possessed of 
property valued at about 
10 rupees. 

(ctHI.'inuecl) 



PATlU DIVIIIION-continued·. 

ZILLAHS; 

Shahabad-con
ti7£ued. 

: --~ 'NaJIICI of 
S~TTE~S. 

-i.-Muss' Kbut:} · 58 ranee - -

3.-D• Ukkoota - 50 

.. 

4.-D0 Dilwa • - iS 

·s.-Do Jhoonea -50 

. 

(i,-Dg Jettun - -so 
! 

CASTE. 

Katthin 

Koormen-

Tal in 

Rajpootin -

-

" 

· Brahminee · -

Names and CAJJte ~f. 
their Husbands. 

Bussa~, tale~ 

Ujcobe Rae, 
rajpoot. 

Bef'sumbur Ojha, 
brahmin. · 

' Professiou and circomatanc~ · 

"' lhc Hu>bond. 

-

Date of Burning. 

20 January 1825_ 

. In what 
Police Jurisdiction. 

Thannah Ekwa
ree at Konee, 5 
coss from the 
thannah. 

R E .M AJt K s: 

. - • this also .was an illegal sacrifice. · The 
widow w-ished to burn herself on the pre• 
ceding day, when her husband's corp•e 
was burnt, but was prevented by her son. 
She is stated to have sacrificed herself 

willingly, holding a piece of sandal-wood in her hand. · She left no 
young children. No police officer was: informed of the· intended 
sacrifice in time to be present. No criminal prosecution bas been in-

stituted against any one. . . 
6 February - Thanoah Bur- - - information was not taken to the police 

· . rown at Ekonea, . officers till after the sacrifice bad been 
- 5 coss from the completed. The widow is stated to have 

thanna. bumt herself on the funeral pile of her bus-
. band, agreea~ly to the Shaster, leaving no 

young children. · · 
• • oilman ; posses~~d of no . 13 May 
'property. 

Thanna Dhun· 
gaun at Koopa, 4 
cos& from -the 
thonnn. · 

- - the widow is stated to have burnt her
self on the funeral pile CJf her husband. 
She left a child of 1} year old, for whose 
support the brother of the deceased has 
entered. into the prescribed moochilka. 

" - cultivator; possessed of 
· no property: 

. 
- -sepoy; posseEsed of no 
property. 

' 

I -

17 -

' -

!ZO -

information was not taken to the tbannah 
till after the sacrifice had been completed. 

Thanoah BeJo- - " this was an illegal sacrifice. Informa
valee ut Chum- tion was brought to the thnnnah of the 
murpore, 2 coss widow's intention, but before the thannad
from the thannab. bar could arrive the sacrifice had been 

completed. The widow is,stated to have 
burnt herself willingly, with her husband's turban in her hand, 6 days 
after his corpse h~d ·.been burnt.: There appear;; to have. been no 
obstacle· to her sacr1ficmg het·self ~1th her husba~d.s corpse, 1f s.he had 
wished it. She ]eft no young children. No cr1mmal prosecut1on bas 
been i' -~tituteClagainst any one. · 

..,. ThannahDoom· - -the widow being of the brahmin cast, 
ronuatNaugsing• !be sacrifice in this case was illega!·. She 
hunpoorn, 3 cotis 1s. stated to hav~ burnt b~rself w!llmgly, 
from the thannalt. wath her husband s turban m her hand; on 

hearing of his death while with his regi
ment at a distance.- ~ She left no y~u.ng 
children. Information was not taken at 
the than nab . till after the sacrifice had 
been completed. No c1iminal prosecu
tion has peen instituted against any .one. • 



... 
""-J 
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7.-D0 Tetree -· • .35 

8.-n~ Hasubneea So 

g.-na Doolumka 4-0 

10.-D• Titree - 50 

11.-D• Romkulteea ro!S 

u.-D• Nugnee .. 75 

Dhobin 

Lobarin 

Brahmiuee 

Rajpootin 

Brahminee 

Kaithin 

·-

Shoophul, dhobee - • washerman; possessing 
no property. 

Sectaram, lobar 

Sajee Tewnrce, 
brahmin. 

Radhee Rae, 
rajpoat. 

Ajyb Tewaree, 
brahmin. 

Rutoodo.ss, kaith 

- - blacksmith; pos:sessing 
no property. 

---Invalid havildar; re
ceiving a pension of 7 ru- · 
pees per men~em, holding 
;J2 r-upees of rent, free 
land, and possessed of other 

'property valued at about 
30 rupees. 

• - sepoy; possessing no 
property. 

- - cultivator ; possessing 
no property. 

- - putwaree ; · possessing 
no property. 

14 June 

:.!0 -

12 July 

14 -

15 

Tha11nah Arrah, 
at Nurrainpore, 
5 coss from the 
tl1anna. 

Thannah Choun
sa, at Undore, 6 
coss from- the 
than nab. 

Than·na Choun• 
sa, at Chounsa. 

Tbanna Betona • 
tee, at Doomn
rcea, ~ ~ coss from 
the thannah. 

Thnnna Dhung• 
ncea, nt Geidheer.:. 
purrasee, 3 c·oss 
from the thanna: 

Tbanna Arrah, 
at Bamungawan, 
~A coss from the 
than nab. 

- - the widow is stated to have burnt her
self wiiJingly on the funeral pile of her 
husband. She left no young children. 
Information was .not brought, to the than
nab til1 after the sacrifice had been com-
pleted. • 

--the widow is stated to h!lve burnt 
he1·self on the funeral pile of her hus
band.. She left no young children. No 
information :was taken to the thannah 
till after the sacri6ce had been com· 
pleted .. 

:-the widow sacrificed herself willingly, 
m t~e presence of th!! mohurer of the 
thannab; on the funeral pile of her hus
band, agreeably to the Shaeter. She left 

-no young children. · . · 

- - - Information of the int~ded sacri
fice was brought to the thannah,' but 
before the police officer could arrive the 

' sacrifice had been completed. The 
widow- is stated to have burnt herself 
willingly, immediately on bearing of her 
husb31nd'~ de~th while with his regiment, 
holdmg m her hand a piece or' san
dal-wood, and a letter which had con
veyed. to her the intelligence ·or her 
husband's death. She left no young chil
dren. 

- - Information of the intended sacrifice 
was taken to the tbaonah, but before the 
thannahdar could arrive the sacrifice had 
been completed. The widow . is stated 
to have burnt berself willingly on the 
funeral pile of her husband, agreeably 
to the Shaster. She left no. young chil
dren. ... 

information was not brought t<J the 
thaonah till after the sacl"ifice had been 
completed. The widow. is stated to have 
burnt herself willingly on the funeral pile 
of her husband. agreeably to the Shaster. 
She left no young children. 

.. (continued) 



·pATNA DiyiSION--continucd. 

lJLLATlS. • 

-.Shnhabad-con• 
• .~:inu~d. 

Nome• of 
SU~'TEES. Age. 

t3.-Mussaruut Hee.}60 
sabea • -

14.-Da Hanso ·• 40 

l5·-:-D0 l{ubbootree 55 

t6,-Do Nauggin ~ 30 . 

-

17.-Do Ru.ttan - 40 

Names and Caste of Profession and Circumstances of 
CASTE. · their Husbands, 

Zemindnr Bob- · ' Rugghoobunsee 
htmee. , Rae, bobheen. 

Kaitbin 

Rounsearin 

Rajpootin -

D• - -

Bondh Doss, 
kaeth. 

Seeneekishun, 
rounear. 

Oodit Rae, raj· 
puot. 

. 
Bhowunth Sing, 

rnjpoot. 

the Husba•ld.-

- - sepoy; possessing no 
property. 

- - putwaree; possessing no 
property. 

- - trader in grain; possess
ing no property. · 

- ~ servant; _possessed of 
no property. 

' 

' 

- - cultivator; possessed of 
no property. 

Date of Burning. · 

19 July 

~g -

4 August 

7 -

. 
.. 

~Sept. 

In whut 

Police Jurisdiction. 

Thanna Doom
rauo, at Uajoo
upore,4 cossfrom 
tl~e thanna. 

· Thanna Doom
raun, at Burruk. 
po·re, 4 coss from 
the thanuah. 

Thanna Bier
roun, at Sendoo· 
ir, 3 coss from 
the thanna. 

Thanna Arrah, 
at Mujgowa, 1 ~ 
coss fi·om the 
thanoa. 

Thanna Doom
roun, nt Buggaina. 
4 coss .from the 
thannah. 

REl\IARKS. 

- - this was an illegal sacrifice, and no in
formation" was taken to the thannah till 
after the sacrifice had · been completed 
The widow is stated to have burnt hersel 
willingly, with her husband's turban in her 
hand, five years after his death, which 
oc'curred at a distance from his home. On 
hearing of his death, she appears to have 
had no wish to sacrifice herself. She left 
no young children. No criminal prosecu 
tion has been ~nstituted agains~ any one. 

- - information was not brought to the 
thanoah till the sacrifice had been com 
pleted. The widow is stated to have 
sacrificed herself at the funeral pile of her 
husband, agreeably to the Shaster. She 
left no young children. 

. - - information of the intended sacrmce 
was brought to the thannnh, but bef01·e the 
police officers could arrive the sacrifice 
had been completed. The widow is stated 
to have burnt herself on the funeral pile or 
her husband. She left no young children 

- • this was an illegnl sacrifice. The hus 
band bad been dead two years, and there 
appears to have been no obstacle to the 
widow's sacrificing herself with his corpse 
She is stated to have burnt herself wil 
lingly, with her husband's turban. She 
left no young children. The sacrifice was 
completed before the police officer could 
arrive. :No criminal prosecution bas been 
instituted against any one. · 

- - information of the intended sacrifice 
was brought to the thannah1 but before 
the police officer could arrive the sacrifice 
had been completed • . The widow is stated 
to have burnt herself on t~e funeral pile 
of her husband, agreeably to the Shaste1·. 
She left no young children. 



z 

18.-D0 Rughun - 35: Bhautin 

tg.-D• Jeykootlrruree 45 Rounearin 

•. 

Rambole Rae: 
bhaut. 

Ruttoo, ro~oear 

- - cultivator; possessing a 
small parcel of land and 
a few trees. 

- • labourer; possessing no 
property. 

\.. 

19 Nov. Thanna Ekwa- · 
ree,atKurbassen, 
2 coss from the 
thannah. 

Thanna Ram~ 
gbur, at Khaund~ 
chra, 7 coss from 
the thaona. 

- - information of the intended sacrifice 
was brought to the thannah, but before 
the police officer could arrive, the sacrifice 
had been completed. · The widow is stated 
to have burnt herself on the funeral pile of 
her husband, agreeably to ihe Shaster. She 
left no young children. 
- - the widow is stated to have burnt her~ 
self on the funeral pile of her husband, 
agreeably to the Shaster. She left no 
young children. Information was not 
brought to the thannah till the sacrifice 
had been completed. 

During the past year 7 widows were dissuaded by the police officers from becoming suttees. 
, . - . 

Tirhoot - - - ·- - - - - - ·- - - - -None.-

Joint Magistrate} 
of Monghyr -: - - - - - - - - - - - -None -

BAREILLY· DIVISION. 
. ' 

.Agra 
'I 

1.-MussamutRoopeea 40 Brahmin . -I -- the suttee 'was contrary to the Shaste~. - - I; - - Siblaul, brahmin service - - - - :12-!uly 1825 Bah -
~ The woman was of the brahmin cast. Her - husband was killed at Deeg, 40 coss from Buttessur, where 

she was burnt, not with the body of her husband, but with 
a mala and tulsee and pugree belonging to her decea~ed 
husband. The darogah excused himself for not attending 
io.person, and deputed the m~hurir a!ld jumadar, who per-

' 
m1tted the suttee. As I considered 1t was the duty Of the 
darogah to go himself, and of the mohurir and jumadar, who 

- , 
were deputed, to have suspended the suttee till the receipt . of my order, I have dismissed them all from their situations • 

. t.llegurlt - ~. 1.-D• Kishoree - 6o Bukkal - - Ramkishen, buk- do - - - - 9 Feb. - Kusba Secun- - - Mussamut Kishoree burnt with her 
kal. drarow, situated husband•s b"ody. The deceased left no 

in the police ju- children. The police officer of Secund-
risdiction of rarow was present; and though urged by 
thannah Secun- him and several respectable Hindoo ze-
drarow. meendars, who offered her land to re.-

- nounce her purpose, she continued ob-
.. stinately bent upon her destruction, and 

- lighting the piJe with her own hands, 
perished in the flames. • 

(continued) 
.. 



BAl\EILLY DIVISION-eentinuti. 

ZILLAHS. 

A Uegurh -con
tinu6d, 

Shal1jchanpoor 1. 

Nam~s of 
SUTTEES. Age •. 

t.-Musst liimnee • 45 

CASTE. 

Jatt 

Hajam 

Names and Caste o£ 
their Husbands, 

Pursa, jaut • 

Seetul Hajam, 
Inl:sbandry. 

Profl!ssion an.d Circumstances o£ 
the Ilu&band. · 

cultivator 

husbandry 

Date 'of Burning. 
In whuf 

Police Jurisdiction. R E l\1 A R K S. 

30 Dec. 1825 Mougah Sujunh, - • Mussamut Mohakoonwur burnt with_- ' 
situated in the po- out the body of her llUsband, along with 
lice jurisdiction of his turban and mulla. The deceased len · 
thannah Khess. 3 daughters and 1 son, !2 of the daughters 

, .. married, living with their husbands, the 
other one aged 7 years, and the son under the age of 4 years, both of 
th~m taken charge of by her relations. The a~t was performed, 
previous notice not having been given to the police. The zemeendar · 
of the village was absent from home at 'the time. The circumstances 
are as follows : The date on which her husband died she·prepared to go 
with the body and burn, but the ·brother of the deceased having con
fined her in his house, conveyed the body away and burnt it. From 
that date the widow left her food and fasted 20 days,. and continued 
obstinately bent upon her destruction, telling her mother-in law, if she 
would not allow her to burn, it will blast her character, and she would 
kill.herself in her presence. Under these circumstances, permission 
to burn was given to her by her falll.ily. She lighted the pile on which 
she perished with her own hands. 

Khotar - • - on the evening of the ·3oth August it 
was duly reported at the thanah that 
a suttee was about to occur at Roytnudah, 
a village 12 coss distant ; the mohurrir, 

with Ramptirshad, and other Hindoo burkundazes, proceeded to the 
spot, and on arriving there at night-fall learned the sacrifice had 
occurred at mid day. 

By the report, it appears the deceased was formerly manied to Jye 
Kishen, by whom she had a son and a daughter, and that he died 20 
years ago ; and that 3 years afterwat·ds she took Scetul his brother for 
her second husband, and had by him 4 dau~hters and a son, and that on 
his death, on the 29th August, she immedmtely expressed her intention 
of sacrificing herself, ancl though strongly dissuaded by the police on 
the spot, viz. 2 Hindoo burkundazes and '1 sownrs mussulman, she 
ascended the pile at 12 o'clock on the following day, firs~ giving the 
few ·ornaments she had on to her daughter Bhujjia, aged 15 years, then 
placing the head of her husband on her lap, desired her son Purma, 
aged 30 years, by her former husband, to set fire to it. 

Purma has since died, and of the children by her second marriage, 
the 4 daughters ar~ grown up, and the son is aged 13 yeat·s. 

The circumstances of the deceased may be judged by their leaving· 
proper~y amounting to only 19 rupees. 



Joint Magisl.rate} 
': l ~None.- I -1 

of Peleebheet -
"'-1 
00 

Cawnpore - 6. 1.-l\iusst Oomad - 40 Brahminee Shuedeen,brah- - - not mentioned in the 4 May- 1825 Hassoolabad --she is stated to -have burnt herself 
min. thannadar's report. with the. dead body of her deceased. 

~usband voluntarily and without the ex-
Istence of any objections noticed in the_ 
Hindoo.law, leaving. 1 son aged 17 years, 
and 2 daughters, 1 aged g years and the 
other 6 year:s. The jemedar attempted to 
dissuade her. but she would. pay no at-
tention to . him. Budlor, the brother of ~ 
the girls, has undertaken the charge of t;:j 
bringing them ~p. The suttee's husband t""' 
was in middling circumstances at the time > 
of ~is death, and had no particular pro- ~ ..... 
fessJOn. · · -<: 

Sookkarambut, pensioner ~-2.-D0 Rickna Bie 25 no 4 Bit hom - - she left no children, and bu~nt l1erself 1-3. brahmin. with -the corpse of her late husband. eon- 0 sistently with the principles of the Hindoo 
law. Her husband was aHowed a pension. ,..;... ...... z of 150 rupees per annum from Nana -Saub. · . · z 

t-4 t:1 
a.-D0 Gunga Bie -55 D<» Ptrrsram Shaus- d<» 9 no .. • she left no children, and butnt herself 0 

turee, brahmin. legally and fully consistent with the prin- . 
,-... -ciples, of the Hindoo law. Her husband :a. had a pension a1lowed him of· 700 rupees -per annum from N ana Saub and others. · 0 

4.-Do Lulkooa Aheeren Teekaaheer - - burnt herself voluntarily with the cloth 
0 

- 35 - cultivator · 13 . Russoo1ab3d :a of her deceased husband, 19 years after Ul , his death had occurred. The ceremony· 
was postponed in consequence of her son · 
being only 2 years old at the time. of the 
husband's death. The sutt~e's husband 
was in poor circumstances.· 

• 
5·• D• Dcorga Bie - 4Q. Brahminee Lutchmun, bhut -- Maharaja Baja Rao's 22 October Bithoor - - she voluntarily burnt herself, with the 

/ follower. bones of her deceased .husband, leaving 
no children. There existed no irreguia-

• rity according to Hindoo law. The than-
mahdar tried to dissuade her from the 
sacrifice, but ~be would not listen to hQ:n 
or forego her inteotion. The suttee's 
husband was in very good circumstances. tO 

I.e 

(continued) 



BAR:EILLY OIVISJQN-continued. 

CASTE. 
N a mel and CMt~ of 

their lluab11nda, 
Profenion and Circumllaucea of ' 

the Huabaud. Date of Burning. 
In what 

Pulice J' uriad!ctioo, RE~~A B.KS. 
ZILLAIIS •• . ~,. Nam~• or Age.: 

~------~---:---~S~U_T_T_E_E_s_. ____ ~:-~---------+: l------------- ~--------·-----------1-------------~----------
~ , I -------------------------------

Cawnpore-con· . 
,. tinucd. 

' .. 

... 
Ditt.lora 1. 

6.-MUS5c Goorooa - 40: Brahminee ~ Praugdut, brab-
1 mun. -. 
) 

l 
; 

j 
: 
; 
i 
' \ ' 

1.-D0 Lutchmee . Go Brahmin • Daboo, brahmin 

sepoY .. ·. • 

I -; a pnndit ; and in poor 
Clrcumett\nc~s . 

·27 Dec. 

16 April 

Etawah • 1. 1.-D0 Newulla - - 6~· Hindoo Koorecll Permeauree, koo· wenver • • . 31 March 
ree. 

Joint Magistrnte} 1.-D• Beechittra - 30 
of Ditto - 4· 

Brahmin • • Dhujjee, brahmin - - poorbattye; neither \'ery 16 Apr~l 
poor nor vc•·y l'ich. · 

~ ... D• llurkooar • 0o Ro.jpoot Purhur Maudho Uai, . kastkar -
raujpoot purhur. 

11 Sept. 

Bithoor • • • she bumL herself, with the handker
. chief of her late hue band, on 'bearing of 
his dent,!t, which had occurred 3 montha 

befilre, leaving 1 daughter, 4ged u lears. 'The thannahdar hastened 
to the spot immediately he received mformation · of its being about to 
take place, but did not. arrive till it was all over, in consequence of the 
distance from the thannah, This oppeors to have been' an lllegal suttee, 
acco1·ding to the opinion of the pundit, and not in conformity with the 
principles laid down in the beebustah sent from the Nizamut Adawlut 
for the ~uidance of the police on· this 11ubject. The principal people 
who nsstated the ceremony bave conseauently been summoned to the 
court. to answer for it l and the case is at present under inv~stigation • 

; - Shcrajepore 

Phuppoond 

- - she burnt voluntarily on the pile of her 
husband ; the thannahdar being pr~sent. 

• - • the suttee took place before the arrival 
of the jumadar; but upon inquiry it ap· 
peared that no objection could hnvl! been 
urged against the suttee taking place. 

- I Jeswun.t Nugurh 1-- the deceased oicd after a Iiniedng ill-
ness of 1 year and 1 month. The suttee 

on the part of his wife was quite voluntary. The police officers, the 
neighbours, and her relations, did all in their power to dissuade her from 
it; her uncle, KhooshaU, p1•omised to supply her with food, clothing, &c. 
but she still persisted in her resolution. She hnslef't a daughter 6 years 
of age, and another only 7 monthe ; her unc1e, KhooshaU, h118 promised 
to support both of these children ; she wll8 not a t the time pregnant. -. j Siodouse • -~ - • from the depositions taken before me, 
-. it appears that the deceased d ied of a 

. violent fever, after an illncr.e of a~few days; 
that the ·suttee on the pnrt of h is wife· was quite voluntary ; that · 
her three sons, and the zemindnrs and other inhabitants of the village, 
did all in their power to dissuade her from it, but she still persisted in 
her resolution ; that she was not at the time pregnant, .nnd that sb~ had 
no young children. ~he thanadar was not n.ble to ~mvc at the ':tllage 
in time-for the suttee, m consequence of a nver lymg between tt and 
the thonnab being suddenly swelled from a fall of rain, 

..... 
0 
0 



' 
• - a very wealthy ZE)Min- 23 bee. Burl1poorah, chow· a.-D° Kinhu Kooar 64 Rajpoot . .. Auckb_ur Singh, - - • the deceased ·died after an illness ot 

rajepoot. .• dar. kee Et.awah. 8 days. The suttee on the part of his 
wife was ~uite voluntary ; all means were 
tried to d1ssuade her from it, but in vain. 

' Sh~ had no children, and wa.a not at the 
time pregnant. 

4.-n• Gooman Kooar 38 Brahmin .. .. Bhownnee Pu- • - a very wealthy zemin- lO - - Etawah Khas . • • the deceased' died ~fter an illness of 
shaud, brahmin. dar. 6 months. The suttee on the part of 'his 

. wife . was quite voluntary. · The kootwal, 
her own chddrem, and several of the neigh~ 
hours, did all in their power to dissuade 

' 
her from it, but it was to no purpose. She 
bad no young children, and was not at the 
time pregnant • 

. . 

Fw·ruckabad - - - - - - - - - - - . - - -None.~ 

' 
1\loradabad - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - -None.- - - - - - .. .. - - ---on the 27th July 1825, Tillok, choke-. dar attached to the village of Futtehpoor, .. 

reported at the thannah. of Nurowlee that 
a woman, by name Nundo, the wife o 

- Nynsookh, a buneah, deceased, one day 
- after ber husband's death, bad professed her 

intention of performing suttee. On hear-
.. ing this, the thannahdar jmmediately pro-

ceeded to the spot, and found the woman 
,. prepared to mount the fuperal pile ; after 

a httle persuasion she was induced to 
.. . relinquish the idea,- and returned to ·her 

• relations • 

Joint Magistrate}. - - - - ... - - - - .- - -None.-of Moriidabad- . . . ' ; 

Nuggeeuah Mee-} 
. ' 

rut • - - - - - - - . . .. . - - - -No~e.--
• . 

Joint Magistrate) 
. 

of Ditto.:.. -J - - - - - - - - . . - - ..:...None.-
, . ' . • 

Bolund Shuhur 
. . - . - - - - - . ':r . . - - - -None.- ... 

0 
(continue d) .... 



BAREILLT DxviSION-C01llinued. - CASTE. 
0 :N'amcs of 

Age. ZILLAHS. StlTT EES. 

Sahnt·unpore - '· 1.-Musst Jeyn Kour 85 Brahmiuee 

" 

--

... 

Joint Magistrate} 
of Ditto of M o- - - - . - - - -
zuffunugger -

Joint Magistrate} 
ofDittoofDey- , - - - - - ~ - -
•• Doon- ., 

-

Joint Magistrate} 
of Ditto of Sit·· j . . - - - - - -
poora - - -

BENARES DIVISION. 

Allahabad 2. 1.-Musst Flora - 40 Brahmin -

2.-Do Fogea - - 6o ·Bunea 

-

Names and Cute of 

their Husbands. 

Sook Ram, brah-
min. 

- . . 

- , .. . 

- - -· 

Jokhoo, culti
vator. 

Protl!ssion and Circumatuncea of 

tl1e Husband. 

--the deceased was a 
fcur~othe or jadrie bl p:o· 

. ess10n ; an fl'om t e m" 
come got from his jug- . 
mauns his circumstance of ' 
livelihood was tolerable. 

- ' -

-

-None.-

-None.-

-None.-

- - cu1tivation; by which 
be realized about 100 ru
pees a year. 

.. Gredhare1 buneah • - shopkeeper; worth 
about 400 ot· 500 rupees. 

Date of !l•uning. 
In what 

REMAUK S. 
Police JuriHdiction. 

10 May 1825 J owa1lapore - - - thil' suttee was performed by the' 
ceremony of sahamurrun. On the death 
of Sook Ram; his wife, Jeyn Kour, 

expressed a wish of burning berself with the remains of her husband. 
Hearing this circum~tance, the jemadar of Jawallapore, with the than-
nadar of Knukhee1 'and ~-I.indoo burkundazes, repaired to the house of 
the suttee, expostulated with ller on the impropriett of it, and aaked 
her rensons for so doing; and seeing nothing throug out inconsistent 

" with the Shasters, the woman was cai.'ried, at her dwn rc~test, with the 
corpse of her husband to the ·place of cremation, and t ere burnt, in 
the presence of the above-mentioned 'police offi<;ers. The woman or 
suttee has left four grown-up sons. 

. 
- . 

30 August 1 825 Thana Jhoosee - - • sahamurrun. The thanadar attended 
her in person, but was unsl•ccc!lsfiJJ in his 
endeavours. to prevent the ceremony. 
One of her relations, named Sheodial, 
entered into the requisite agreement to 
support the children; viz. one son, Khuch
paul, six years old, aml one daughter. 
Panoo, one year and six months old. 

26 Dec. Jlhawul Gunie 
thana. 

• - sahnmurrun. The thnundar attended 
in person, and endeavoured to prevent her 
from burning, but in vain. She had three 
sons: Ransdun, 40 years old; Byjnath, 
25; Sheodrcn, 20. 



JointMagistrate}
2 

.... 1 of Bhitmna - · 
~J:> 

Southern Divi-} 
sion of Bun- 1. 
dlekhund -

1.-Musst Soomeerta 49 

~.-D0 Bhowney 20 

t.-Musst Purbuteea 25 

Brahmin -

Rajpoot 

Brahmin 

Bajeelal; brahmi11 - - mohajun; and in very 
good cirumstances . 

Matadeen, raj· 
poot. 

Bhyro, brahmin -

- - cultivator; and in very 
poor circumstances. 

- - husbandman ; not in 
good circumstances. 

11 February 1825 Futtehpore -- by-sahamurrun. She burnt volun
tarily on the pile of her hu11band ; but the 
notice not having been received at the 
thannah till seven days after the occur
rence, no polic.e officer was present. 

26 July Hutjam - - by sahamurrun. She burnt volun
tarily o~ the pile of her husband; but no
tice not having been received at the 
thannah till five weeks after the occur
rence, no police officer was present. She 
had a young child, five months old, wQo 
has been taken charge of by its paternal 
aunt. 

14 October 1825 Pursenta -··this suttee appears to have been alto
gether irregular. Mussamut Purbuteea, 

. on the death of her husband, expressed 
no wish to burn with his corpse, which was taken to the river side and 
burnt by his relations; it appears from the thanadar's report, that they 
left the body before it was quite consumed, and on their return to the 
house found the widow aosent. She had been left in charge of the 
women of the family, one of whom being on the point of death, she
(Mussamut Purbuteea) . took advantage of the· confusion thereby 
occasioned, and went out unperceived, and proceeding through the 
kites to the river side, threw herself on the nearly consumed remains of 
her husband; so at least it is conjectured, for she was found by her rela
tions in this state shortly afterwards, burnt to death. One person (Mus
samut U1pee) saw the deceased going through the kites in the direc· · 
tion of her husband's funeral pile. She did not leave any children; 
and from no ·circumstance does it appear that her sacrifice was other
wise than vo1u~tary . 

. N. B.-One other case occurred in the month of November 1825, in the thannah division of.Kulleanghur, in which the intended suttee was preve;ted by the persuasion 
. and interference of the thanadar. . The woman was not the affianced wife of the deceased. · , 

, Northern Divisio~~ 
of Bundle~und J -

' pity Benares .~7_·11.-l\Iusst Soorsuttee} Brahmin • 
Baee - - 4-5 

• 

-None.-

Balayee, brahmin - - preacher of religious 
books; in middling cir
cumstances. 

5 January 1825 Thimnah Tellia 
Nulla:. 

- - the suttee took place, sahamurrun, 
in presence of the police officers, there 
being no legal impediment. Mussamut 
Soorsuttee Baee left a son, aged 18 years, 
and a daughter, 14. 

(c011tinued) 
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BEN A R~S !DIVISION-continuea. -

ZlLLAHS. : 

~ j:!ity of B_~nares
- continued. 

t'l Names of 
SUTTEES. 

Age. 
CASTE. 

N ame·s and Caste of 
their llusb~nds; ~· 

, Profession and Circumstances 
"Of the Husband. 

lji,-Mussamut Door·}ss . Brahmin .. 
. g!:!Baee - .. 

- Sheonarain, brah- service; wealtl1y .. 
min . 

a.-Do Hunsranee • ao no ~ • . • Pirthee Misser, · - .; landholder; in middling 
brahmin. circumstances. 

4.-no Parwutee } 61 
,Baee - -

s.-Do Soorsuttee • 52 

6.-no Budamo . 6o 

7.-no Beejeea - 53 

s:-n· UnpoGorna} 
Baee • 30 

g.-n• Gopka Baee 40 

1o.-D0 Pheknee • 30 

11 .-D• Rama Baee 25 

12.--D• She. osoon·} 
dree Debee SO 

no .. .. ~ 

I 

no. . .. 
-

Beneea .. ... 
I 

Ben galee brahmin 

Brahmin .. 

no .. .. .. . 

Kandoo - . 
Tylung brahmin 

Bengalee brahmin 

Sreekaut Opud- landholder ; wealthy . 
heea, brahmin. 

~urikisl;en, brah- beggary ; poor - .. 
mm. : 

Ramdyal, beneea cloth-sel~er; wealthy, .. 

Oomakaut, brah- service; wealthy - . 
min. 
Ramchund, ditto beggar ; poor . .. 

Tara Hureeram, - .. late .pundit and 'sudder 
brahmin • aumeen of the· dewanny 

adawlut of city Benares; 

Busawun, kundoo · 
wealthy. 
• • maker of kimkhob, Ol' 

Rainbhut Tylung, 
embroidered cloth ; ditto. 
~ • service ; in middling cir-

brahmin. cumstances. .. .. - beggar; poor - -
13.--no Bhayeeruttee (lo Marhatta brah· • Seetarum Bhut, • .. d0 

min. brahmin. 

14.-:Do Chetteeah . - 40 Bugnal -

1 s.-D• Manu Baee 40 Brahmin .. 

16.-n°NeerbidaBaee4o no .. 

. 

. 

.. 

Rumdas Buqual 

Pursotum Bhut, 
brahmin. 

Pursram 
brahmin. 

Bhut, 

service; wealthy -
beggar ; poor . 
- .. dO . .. 

, Dnt~ of Burning., 

'1 - -

16 - -

10 May -

u June -
~0 -
25 July 

5 August -. 

10 - -' 

20 - -
30 - -

4 September -

9 October -

24 - -

5 November -

In \\'hat. 
Police Jurisdiction. 

Thannah C~tl 
Bhyro. 

Thannah Cho-
begpore. 

Thannah Cal 
Bhyro. 

• no • - -
·Thannah Cbouk 

Thannah Rama
poora. 

'fhannah Dussu
omade. 
Thannah Cal

khyro • 

Thannah Ousan· 
gunge. 

Thannah Dus
susmade. 
Tbannah Rama

poora. 

Thannah Dus· 
susmade. 

Thannah Chouk 

Thannah Du
susmade. • 

Thannab Dus
susmade. 

REl\IARKS. 

- - the suttee ·took place, sahamurrun,- in 
presence ·or the police officers, there being 
no legal impediJllent. l\I u~samut no9r· 
ga Baee left twin sons, aged 32. (') 
• - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. Mussamut 0 
Hunsranee left ·two sons, one aged 5 a;: 
years, the other 4 ; security was given for ~ 
the proper·care of the children. a 
• - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. Mussamut ~ 
Parwutee left two sons, one aged 20 years, ,..... 
the other 16. . • Ci 
- • ditto - - ditto - - ditto. Mussamut ::.> 
So01·suttee Baee left an only son, aged 25 :j 
years. · 0 
- - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. Mussam,Jlt z 
Budamo left two sons, one aged 30 years, U'J 

the other 115. :;:;.. 
- • ditto - - ditto - - ditto. Mussamut 'Z 
BeeJeea left no children. 
- - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. Mussamut t::1 
Unpoorna left no children. 0 
- - ditto • - ditto ;. - ditto. 1\lussa~ut 0 
Gopkn. Baee left no children. !:0 

!:0 

·- • ditto - - ditto .. - ditto. Mussamut 
Pheknee left no children. 
- - ditto • - ditto - - ditto. Mussamut 
Rama Baee left no children. 
•• ditto • - ditto - .' ditto. · Mussamut 
Sheosoondree Debee left an only son, aged 
s6 years. ' 
- - ditto - - ditto - • ditto. Mussamut 
Bhageeruttee left an only daughter, aged 
40 years. 
- - ditto - • ditto - - ditto. M ussamut 
Chetteeab left an only daughter, aged 20 
years. . 
- .. ditto - • ditto - • ditto. Mussamut 
Manu Baee left no children. 
• • ditto - .. ditto • - ditto. Mussamut 
N eerbida left no children. 

M 
U'J 

"" 0 
:2! 
0 
~ z 
Ci 
~ 



Ghazeepoor - 21. 

ic7 .-D0 Luckmee Baee 43 :t:tamessur, brah:-llandholder; wealthy 
mtn. 

Thannah Cal 
Bhyro. 

·- ·ditto - - ~itto - - ditto. Mussamut 
Luchiuee Baee leit th1·ee sons, aged 25, 
23, and 21 year.;. · · 

·During the year 18251ive ·suttees were prevented: one under Bewustah No. 5, that accompanied the circular orders of the 4th January 1815; one under 
Bewustah of the. same orders ; two under "the· Be:wustah of the pundits, specified in a reply to 3d question from the sudder court, which accompanied 
Mr •. Registrar Turnbull·s letter to the court of. circuit, under date the 25th June 1817; and one, not under any legal impedimeht, but according to her own 
accord,- yielding to the. persuasion of the police officer. The names of these women are Mussummut Shunkeree,. brahmin, aged more than 50; Mussamut 
Nunhukee, lobar, aged 43 y~ars; Mussamut Doorga, brahmin, aged 40; Mussamut Bhugmunee, brahmin, aged 44; and Mussamut Dhunsoee, kulwar,. aged 
40 years. . ·. , 

To the extreme sickness which prevailed during this. year may be. attributed the number of suttees. 

1.-Mussamut Un·} 
noli - - 15 

Brahminee 

2.-Do Phool Koer. 27 D•-

3.-0° Ayundea ~ 70 Mullahnee 

4.-Do Maongbeea 40 ~ajpootin-

5--~0 Soogw·ri _.- 6o. -Brahminee 

,. 

Rugbur Tewar
ry, brahmin. 

Sheo Gholam 
Missu~? brahmin. 

Puckale, mullah 

Rugbur Rai, 
rajpoot. 

Babooa Punde, 
. brahmin •. 

~- saphai; daily expense 
about 2 annas; his circum-· 
stances in hfe cannot. be. 
known, having died at. 
Chittagong. 
- - menfidar of 1 begah 5 
beswahs, yielding about 
7 or 8 maunds of grain 
annually; daily expense 1 

anna. 

-.- labourer ; daily ex
penses.2 annas. 

- - cultivator ; possessing 
an income of 115 rupees 
per ann!!m ; daily expense 
4 annas. 
-- cultivator of lantl to 
the extent of 2 begas, 11 

beswahs of which is esti
. mated to yield 1 7 rul?ees 
8-;:J, possessed of 2 cows, 

.value 15 rupees, and re
ceived besides _2 rupees 
donation as britjudgma, in 
accounting annually to 
rupees 34-8-3 ; daily ex
pense 3 annas 3 pie. 

:z January 1825 

20 February -

23 

25 March 

Reote~ 

Bausdhee-

Reotee ._ 

Russra 

Cossom~.b~ 

- - Unnoli burx~ed with a pantaloon of her 
·husband previous to the· arrival of the -
police. She ba~ left no children. Pran 
Tewari bas been committed· to the court 
of circuit for se~ting fire to the pile. 
- - this female burned with her husband's 
sindorah box, four months after his de.:. 
mise; and before the arrival of the police ; 
her relations endeavours· to induce her · 
to desist proved fruitless. Sheobux Mis
sur, heir to *e deceased, was sent in for 
permitting it; but as it appeared that the 
suttee had refrained from food for two 
days prior to bur-ning, and as the heir was. 
old and decrepit,· he was discharged. · 
- - This female burned with her husband'.s 
turban· before the police could arrive, but_ 
'!as in other respects free from objec
·uon. 
- - the deceased burned with ·her bus
band's clothes, but in other respects was 
without impediment. 

--this female. burned with her husband's: 
clothes previous to the arrival of the police~· 
On investigation it appeared that she was 
resolute 1iO become suttee, and- that· she 
became so of her own free will ; therefore 
the zemindars \vho were summoned were 
discharged after the Shasters had been 
explained •. 

(co11tinued) 
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. 
BEN A RES ~IVISIO~ ~ontinued. 

) - Q ' 

CASTE. 
Nnmes and Caste of Profession and Circumstances of 

Date of Burning. .In what '0\ 
REMARKS. 

Names of· their Husbands~ the Husband. - Police Jurisdiction. ' ... . 
ZILLAHS. SUM'EES. Age. . 

-
.Ghazeepoor-con- 6.-Musst Hurkee- 15 Rajpootin - Debloo Rae, raj· • - cultivator ; income so· 116 March 1825 Russrah - - - - burned with her husband's body p1e-

tinued. poot. rupees per annum ; daily; . 
vious to the ·arrival of the police. She 

. expense 11 ·annas. ~ad no child, -and was free from objec-
-tion. n 7.-D• Senlugin Mullahni - · Roopnarain,mul-· - - mullah ; income 14 t·u- .9 April .Bulleah ~ - this female was free from objection, - ~s - - - - - 0 .. 

Jab. . pees per annum; daily ex- and became suttee of her own .accord ~ pense ! anna. -. • with the turban of her husband, setting 
~ ' - fire to the pile with her own hand previous 

to the arrival of the police. · c::: ; - z ' 
·-

• .. burned with the ·corp~e of -her hus-8.-D• Bhegine .. 30 Aheirin . Kisheer, aheer - - cultivator ; income 52 12 - D" ~ - - - - - - 0 rupees per annum ; daily band. She left a child of 1 year ; for the > expense accordingly. provision -ef whom Ajaib, aheer, volun- ....., 
~rily engaged on stamped paper. --· 0 ; g.-D• · Chorasee 42:· Gokoolchund, - co~noongoa ofpergunnah; 12 May 

.... ~--
Secunderpoor • - burned with her husband's corpse pre-- Kaitin - -. - - z ' kait. : Suvaderpoor ; in the re- vious to the arrival of the police, and set 00 

ceipt of so rupees per men- fire to the pile. with her own hand ; was 
> sem ; daily expense is esti~ free from objection. 

mated te 'incur according z 
to his income. · tj· 

to.-D• Orbeen - 75 Mullah in - - Domun, mullah ~ - - servant ; received z ru- - 5 June - Mahumdabad ~ - -burned with her husband's body; c; .. pees per month ; expense every persuasion was thrown away ; she 0 
.. J 

, very trifling. . was free from objection ; -the jemadar of ~ 
the police was present .. ~ 

11 .-D• Golaboo Agurwallah Gopauldoss, ma- - .:. mahajun ; · expenditure 18 Moha)autolee - - the police were present, and used 
·t'lj - 3.~ - - - - 00 hajun. 1 oo rupees per mensem in every persuasion, but in vain. She burned ~ 

conjunction with his bro~ with her husband's body, and was free 0 
I th~r's family. - from objection. . z ! 

0 u.-Do Goonjurie 40 Brahminee - Besheshuo, opud- ~-cultivator, and possessed !15 - - Reoteepoon - - - burned with her husband's body pre-
~ dea. inconsiderable property ; 'Vious to the arrival of the police, but was z daily expense unknown. free from objection. The ge01·eit made n J' her over to the zeminclars while he went ~ ' to report, but she became suttee before the <.. 

arrival of the police. 
Ituneh Roe, raj-

; 13.-D• Jugin - 115 Rajpootin - - - zemindar and cultiva- !J2 Augu~t - ~u2;ra - - --burned with her- husband's body, but 
poot. tor; his annual i~come 15 · was free from objection. The zemindars . rupees ; expense 1 anua rievol' sent information of the approaching 

per diem. suttee, and were sent in for this neglect ; 
! the Shasters and wishes of government 
i were explained to_ them, and they were I ... 

released. 
-



14.:..o• Agnasi 40 Carpenter Hulloo, carpenter ·-labourer, and possesDed 1~ Sept. Bulleah - - this female burn,ed with a scrap of 
of no property. paper belon$in~ to her late husband, 4 ,.. 

years after hts eath. Munaje and Ram~ _. 
oc. persaud, relatives, omitted tO· give infor~ 

mation, and as there had been similar 
cases of. neglect. which have been par~ 
doned after explanation, it was · thought 

' proper to fine them 50 rupees, on failure 
to be confined 3 months. The gorait, 1m 
the same grounds, was fined 4 rupees, 
commutable to 15 ~ays without irons or 
labour. 

15·-0° Goolbi - 40 Queereen- ·-· Rumjan, koeree - • cultivator ; the produce 13 Rusten - - burned with her husband's body ; was 
of hjs land is estimate'd ~o free from objection. The goraits did not ~ 
yield about 200 maunds of · give information; and Per&had gorait, for ~ 
grain ; daily expense 8 this neglect, was punished with 20 stripes t""' 
seers of grain. and dismissed. :> ...., 

t6.-_D0 Rujpeeloh 40 Quoorlne - Rajuo, mul --cultivator in joint shares ~9 Nuggra - - burned with her husband's body of her ~ 

< with his father-in-law ; an-
; ~wn accord; was free fro.m objection. t='l nual produce about 50 

maunds of grain; daily ~ 
expense 1 anna. 0 

17.-Do Kublassi - 50 Brahminee K urta, tewary . - - cultivator of. 13 begas 28·0ct. Bausdee - ,. • burned with her husband's body pre- :r 
of land, which yielded vious to the arrival· of the police. The -.o z 

t:) 
about 42 maunds of grain ; thanadar was fined 10 rjees tor neglect 

~ dail_y expense 13 seers of in not going in time ; an certain zemin~ 
0 gram. dars were fined for neglecting to re- 0 strain the suttee until the a-:riva1 of the 

18.-Do Lajo Rajpootin RamdehueJ Sing, 
police. ~ 35 - - beggar ; as such he 3 Nov. - .D• • - burned with the body ot her husband -goindie. earned his Jivelihood dur- previous to the arrival of the police. No c 

ing his life-time ; expense objections existed. The foorait was pu- 0 ! anna per ,Hem~ nis_hed with 15 stripes . Ol' neglect in. ~ 
tg.-Do Nawul n· Uugbur 

reporting. ~ - 40 - Sing, - - zemindar and cultivator 5 Dec. Bausdhee- - ·burned with her husband's body in spite 
rajpoot. ~fto begahs ~fland, yield- of every endeavour of the police. . She 

Jng 15 maunds of grain ; was free from objection. · 
daily expense to see-rs of 
gram. • 20.-D• Ooraia - ~0 Brahminee Bawahni bux, • • lived with her father 6 Reo tee • - burned with the shoes of her de~eased 

m1sser. during his life-time ; pro- husband, who died in Ma1wa. She had 
pet1y unknown. _no children, and was free from all objcc;. 

tions, except that of burning without the 
body. The thannadar has been m·dered 
to investigate more minutely into the case, 
in order to ascertain the abettors. The -heirs are on security. 0 

(continued) ..... 



BEN ARES DiviSION ~contirmed. 

ZILLAHS. 

;hazeepoor-con
tinued. 

Naines of 
SUTTEES. 

21.-Mussamut 
Agoota 

CASTE. 
Age. 

Brahminee 

Names and Caste 'Of 
their Uu]!bands. 

Sooguml, soogul 

Profession and Circ.umstancc& 
of the Husband. 

- - cultiva.tor of 5 begas. 
and 10 beswahs' of land, 
which is estimated to yield 
about. 39 maunds Qf grain ; 
dail)' expense 6 seers. of 
gram. · 

Date of Burning; . 

.15 Dec. 182,5 

In what 
Police J urisd icliun. 

Bausdhee-

RE!M ARKS. 

- - burned with her· husband's body, nnd 
was free from objections. The zemindars 
were ooed~ Ryjriath, Sodan, ·coHectors of 
wood, and Perti, were fined 20 rupees, 
commutable . to one month's imprison
ment without labour, for ·not prevent
ing the suttee until the arrival of the 
police. I 

-------i---------+--------i~--------:...--'---------;...------....:....----"----~~--------·-----------

1 Mohaj~ntolee 1.-Mussamut Bho-} 
. geeah - - 75 

Mallnhin -

2.-Do .Roopeeah 30 Rajpootin -

3.-D" Bhugj~og-} Uu- . Brahminee 
nee • - known. ... 

4·-D" Ikuseeah{kUn- Rajpootin-
·uown. 

5·- Brahmin -

~howany> mullah ·mullah -

Deregi Roy, raj-' zemiodar 
poot. 

Hunwauth Pandy, 
brahmin. ·~ 

Hurnany Roy, 
rajpoot. -

Guneesh Pandy, 
brahmin. 

:<:emindar and cultivator -

unknown 

~5 January 

1 March 

20 

24.August 

Coss'mabad 

Reotee, chow kee 
Bayreeab. 

narrowly -

Bulleah 

- - this , widow abstained from food• for 
three days, with a view of becoming a 
prey to suttee, but ·was pre,•ented by the 
persuasions of the police and others from 
executing her design. . _ 

- • this widow had an intention to burn 
herself after the death of her husband, 
but through the dissuasions of the police 
and others she was prevented. 

- - it appears from the report of ~le_jema
oar of chokee Byreeah, appertammg to 
the thmmah of Reotee, that this widow 
was prevented by his persuasionB from be
coming a suttee. 
- - this female Jived iu a state of widow
hood for six years, after which she ex
pressed a wish of becoming suttee; and 
d'uring the interval the goraite of the vii-· 

.· lage could convey the information ·or her 
purpose at the thannah, she was per
suaded by Hunnaraut Rai and other ze
mindars of the village not to·burn herself, 
to which she voluntarily yielded, and re
turned home. 

--the wife of Guneish Pandy, after the 
death of her husband, intended to burn 
herself. The t~1annadar repaire~ to the 
spot, and persunJed her not to sacrifice 
herself,· she consented, and therefore did 

j not becom·e suttee. · 

.... 
0 
00 



6.-D4 Dhoopusb -. 1"7 Rajpootin-

.... ..... 
flO 

7.-D• Chhuttenee 40 Rajpoot 

8.-Do Gungahjully 6o Hullwain -

g.- .Rajpootin -

c 
(.\:) 

Juanpore - -I- .; .: . -I, -
Joint Magistrate of 

· · Azimghur - 3· 
1.:..M ussamut 1 

. Chaumma -J so 
Bhoonhar 

',. 

~.-D• A ugurmannee So 

• 

~ 

Ramdham Rai, 
rajpoot. 

Rawul Ruttuck, 
brahmin.· 

Byjoo, hulwar 

Joberaj Rae, 
, rajpoot. 

I' 

· Rugghoobui 
Raie, bhoonhur. 

Ballukraie, 
bhoonhar. 

zeminda1· and cultivator -!12 Nov, 

zeminda1· 

cultivator .. 

-None.-

- - zemindarree ; 4 biggahs 
and 10 biswas, at a jumma 
of 4 rupees. 

- • zeminda1·ree; ~ 7 big
gabs at a jumma of 12 ru
pees, and 5 cows. and 4 
cattles valued at rupees 30. 

., 
I 

I 

I 

19 
' -

ao -

~s -Dec. 

16 .Feb: 

10 May. 

n·-. 

no. 

' - - this woman1 three days subsequent te 
the death of bet• husband, intended to sa· 
crifice herself with his turban ; but in 

· consequence of the illegality of the act, 
the police interfered, and prevented her 
by persuasions to carry her mtentions into 
effect. 
- • through the -dissuasions of the police, 
upon hearing the intention of this widow 

· to burn herself with the co1·pse of her 
husband, she was prevailed to overcome 
from fulfilling her purpose. · 

! Cossmabad 

l Thanah Niza
mabad, zillah J u

'j anpore. 

I 
I 

KQssagunge, ~il
lah Ghazeepore. 

- - on hearing the intention of this widow 
to burn herself with ·a stick of her de; 
ceased husband's, who died at Byjenath, 
the police dissuaded her from sacrificing 
herself. · · 

- - the widow of· J oberaj Rai, deceased, 
\vas about to sacrifice herself with the 
corpse of her husband, but was prohibited 
by the persuasions of the police f1·om per-
petrating her design. · 

- - this suttee took place before _the arrival 
of th,e mohrer at the spot. The heir of 
the suttee and the zemindar were sum
moned to attend the court in consequence. 
It appearing upon investigation that the 
suttee was regular, they were discharged 
on a mochulka, to the effect that they 
would in future give previous notice to 
the police in cases of suttee. She had no 
son, but two daughters; aged 26 and 20 
years, and in poor circumstances. . 

- - this -was a case of onoomurrun. . The. 
woman burned herself with the turban of' 
her deceased husband. It was regular, 
according to the Shaster. She had four 
sons, aged 6o, 50, 42 and 32, and was in 
poor circumstances. The mohrir went to 
the spot previous to the suttee's taking 
place. 



13ENARES Div'I.siON~continfled. 

ZILLAHS. 
~mesof 

SUTTEES. 

CASTE. 
Age •. 

Names and Caste of 
their Husbands~ 

l'rol'ession and Circumstances of , 
· the Husband. Date or Burning. 

Jii'wbat 
Police 1urisdiction. 

-,..... 0 

--------~1--------------------lr-----------,~------------r-----~----_.--~~-------------~------------~~----~------~~--~--~---
Joint Magistrate of 

Azimghu.r-cun
tinu~d. 

Mirzapore .... 9· 

-

a.-1\Iussamut -} ~7 Hausrannee 

~--M::samut .. Beeh: } 73 

~.-D• Dookhpee - 35 

-

a.-Do Ghoonia - a~-. 

4•TD" Dhuwul- } 
koonwar • . ~5 

5.-D• Puburnee - 75 

Kaet. -

Brahmin - -

Kussurwanee . 

.. 
Brahmin - -

~ajpoot -

Ktissurwanee 

· Bisram Sing, 
kaet. 

Sheodial, brllh-
min. · 

.. 

Jhungoor, kus-
surwanee. 

\ 

· ~adhoram, brhlt-
mm. 

J ugroop·, rajpoot 

Bukhtour, kus
surwanee. 

- • canoongoe, hissudar and 
putteedar of talooka Khaz
zo~ree, at a jumma of ru
pees 210. 15. · · 

- " 

- ~ wrui a farmer and culti..: 
vator; could write and 
read Hinaee, and in good 
circumstances. 
• .. was a retailer of salt, 
&c. ; an ignorant 
and poor. 

person, 

--cultivator and beggar; 
an ignorant man, a~ poor. 

'. 

• - was a petty zemindar ; 
could read and write Hin
dee, and in good circum-
5tances. 

- - was a retailer of grain ; 
ignorant, and in middling 
circumstances. 

19 October t8!ZS. Koelsa, zillah 
Juanpore._ 

. _, -~·. I 
. . " ~-· 

25 February - Bhudohee 

!Zi March ... Bhooillee -

.. 

~1 - - Shahgunge 
, 
-

.1 April r .. ulgunge-

21' - . oo -

-

-

-

-- this t:ase of suttee was regular; but 
· the heir and the zemindar having omitted 
to give previous notice to the police, they 
have been 'summoned to attend .the court. 
P. S. They were· discharged on a moo
cfu11ka, to the _efFect that they would in 
future give previous notice to the police 

" in CaSes of suttee. She had neither son 
· nor daughter, and was in middling cir
cumstances. 

- - Mussamut Beehna burnt with the body 
of her husband, in the presence of the daro
gah. There does not appear to have been 
any legal cause for prohibiting the suttee • 
-- Mussamut .Dookhnee burnt with the 
body of her husband, in the presence of 
the mohurir' of the thannah, notwithstand
ing .his dissuasions. There was no 'leg!U (:"'} 
cause for the prevention of this suttee. _ C 

.... - Mussamut Ghoonia burnt with a bone ~ 
of her husband's body, three months after ~ . 
the death of Madhoram, her husban_d, be- 1?1 
fore the police officers cou1<l reach the (J) 

spot. She left a daughter 1 t years old, 6 
a son 5 years old, and another son 1 year z 
old, for the care and maintenance of whom t::;l 
Mussamut Cherorinjia (Mussamut Ghoo- ~ 
ilia's sister) gave a written agreement The z 
suttee was illegal, but could not be pre- C': 
vented. ~ 
-- Mussamut Dhuwulkoonwar burnt with 
the body of her husband before the daro-
gah could reach the spot. There does 
not appear to have been any legal cause 
for preventing the suttee • 
._ - M ussamut Puburnee burnt with the 
body of her husband, in the presence .of 
the darogah, notwithstanding his dissua · 
~ions. · 'l'here d~es no~ .~ppenr. to have 



... 
...... 
?' 

0 
~ 

6.-n• Oomrao _J:oo Kayet 
Koonwar 

7.-D• Sugoon~e 

~· r~·-

8.-D• Hurbunsia 03

1 

Rajpo~t · •• 

l 
g.-Rutna 32l 

Judicial Department,} 
·'le 10th April 1828.:, 

Bunnea 

Bhowunlal, kayet 

Bhowanee 
Buksh, brahmin. 

Rambhujun, raj-
poot· 

' 
· Koonjbeharee, · 
bunnia. 

(True copies.) 

- - cultivator and fiiervant ; 3 May 
could write and read Per-
sinee and Hindee, and in 
good circumstances. 
- - cultivator and lender of 24 july 
money; could write and 
r.ead Hindee, and in good . 
circumstances. 

.; - was a zemindar ; could 26 
read and write Hindee, and 
in middling cii·cumstances .. 

--was a trader in iron ; 4 Dec. 
could write and read Hin- . 

· dee, and in ·good circum- . 
stances: 

A~ting Chief Secretary to Goverimient •. 

Gopeegunge 

n• .. 

Sydonjah -

Kutra Biojraj, in 
the town of Mir
zapoor. 

: - • Mussamut Oomrao Koonwar. burnt 
with he1· husband's body before the daro
gah could reach the spot. This suttee was 

· not illegal. 
- - Mussamut Sugoonee burnt with the 
body of her husband, in the' presence of 

· the mohurir of the thannah. She left 2 

daugl_lters~ one 3 years old, and another 1 
year old, for' the maintenance of whom 

· Seetul and M uttapullut, the uncles of the 
children, gave written agreements. 
- .. Mussamut Hurbunsia burnt five years 
after the death of her husband (Rambhu· 
jun), with two religious books belonging , 
to him. Previous notice was not given to 
the darogah, in consequence of the ab
sence of the zemindars and goryte from 
the village. · 
- - Mussainut Rutriah burnt with her hus
band's body, in the presence of the cut• 
wal and darogah, notwithstanding their' 
dissuasions. There does not appear to 
have been any reason for preventing the 
suttee. She left a son 8 eight years of 
age, and another son 2 years old; for the 
care and maintenance of whom Heeramun, 
the grandfather of the children, gave a 
.written agretm1ent. 

(signed) · IV. ·H. Mact~aghten, 
Registrar. 

-.~ ..... 
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ABSTRACT STATEMENT of the Number of HINnoo WoMEN who were Burnt or Buried 
I Alive in the sevea·al Zillah and City Courts, during the Year 1825. . ' . ' 

ZILLAH AND ·CITY COUlt'l'S. 
Number of 

ZILLAH AND CITY COURTS. 
Numh~r of 

Stutees. Suttees. 

CALCUTTA DIV.ISION: . PA'TN'A DIVISION: 

Burdwan - - - - - 6a .Behar - - - - - 1 
Hqoghly M - . - - 104 Monghyr- - - - - -
Jessore - - - - . 16 City Patna . . .:. - - 2 
Jungle Mehals - - . - 9 Goruckpore - - . ·' 

. 9 
Midnapore. . - - .. 2•2. Ramghur - .. - - .... 
Nugwan - . - - - - Sa run - - - - - 15 
Nuddeah - - M ... - 6o . Shahabad - :- - - 20 
Suburbs of Calcutta · - - - 48 Tit· boot - - - - - -
Twenty-four Pergunnahs - . 26 Monghyr - . - - -
Banrasut' M - -

. - 20 ·-
Total 

. - . - 4-7 
I Total - . - 368 ... 

I 

BAREILLY DIVISION: 

CuT:t':ACK CoMMN: A grab - - - - - 1 

Cuttack I Allighur • - - - - 2 
"' -· - - - 14 Bareilly - -Khoordah 16 - - - -. - - - - Shahjehanpore Balash ore , • 

.. - - 1 . .. - - - Peelebheet - ~ - - ---- Cawnpore ·- 6 Total - . -- - - 30 Bhitollra - ,. .. 
' 

. - - 1 
Eta wah - .. ·- - - 1 
,Toint Ditto • - - - 4 . 
Furruckabad DACC.>\ DIVISION: - . - . -
Mooradabad - - . .. -

Backergunge ' - . - - 63 Nuggeena .. - - - -
Chittagong .. - - - 9 Meerut - .. - . - -Noacally · • . - - - '1 Boolundshuhr "'· <"' . - -
City Dacca - . .. .. . 18 Saharunpore - 1 " - -
Dacca Jelalfore - - - 2 Muzuffernugger - .. - -Mymensin_g • ,- "I . - .Deyrah Dhoon - ,.. - ,;,;, . ,... 

ylhet · - . . . - Sirpoorah - - . - -
Tipperah . . .. - - 8 ---. --- Total - - - 17 

Total 
. . . w 101 

I .. 
BEN ARES DIVISION: 

MooRSI:lEDABAD Dxvxsxoli!",: Allahabad . . . . 2 

Beerbhoom . . . . 9 Bhithoura - . - . - 2 

Bhangulpore . . . .; - Bundlecund, .Southern Division • 1 

Morighyr - - . .. .. - Bundlecund, Northern Division - -
Dinagepore - . - - - City Benares .. - - . 17 -
Maldah • . - . .. 1 Ghazeepore .. - - . 21 

City Moorshedabad - . . 6 Juanpore . . - . -
Purneah • · - .. . - 2 Azimghur - . - . 3 
Rajkshahye . .. . - 2 Mirza pore .. - - . 9 

' -
Bagoora - - - D - . -----_,.. 

·Total Rungpore • -: • .. - 1 
. - ' 55 

; 

Ruilgpore Commitssion . . -
Total .. - . 21 GRAND ToTAL - . -1 639 

.. 

(signed) TV. H. Jllacnagltten, Registrar. 



.. ABSTRACT STATEMENT exhibiting the .Age of th~ Hindoo Women who have Burnt themsel~es on the ·Fl;lne!aJ ?ilea or their Husbands, in the several Districts within th~ 
~ CALcu:rTA DIVISION, during the . Year 1825., . . . .. . . . .. ... .. . . . · ·. · · · · · · 

'":1 

CALCUTTA _DIVI.SION ; 

Durdwan - -, 
Hdoghly 
Jessore 

~ "'" 
J unglce lr~ehals. --
f\.Hdoapore -
Nu~an -
.Nu deah -- - -- -
Suburba of Calcutta 
Twenty-fOur Pergunnahs 
B aiH"asut - - -

• CUTTA'CK COM.Mif : 

Cuttack -
Kboordah 
Balasore -

.. 
~ 

~ 

,. 

~ -. .. .. ... 
.- ~ :' : 

!. 
:. -· .. . 

~ - . -
... 

TOTAL - - - ,.. 

, 
· TOTAL !" • ... 

. 100 • • 
90 and -

upwardt. 

.. ... :. .. .. 
1 

. ; ... !" "" 
1 

- .. - - -- - - - -
1 

~ 

1 

9 . ·i 

80 and 

upward5. 

4 
4 -
1 
1 

3 

1 . -

1 
4' 

15 

70 and 

npwardJ. 

'llo 

8 
7 
1 . 
!I 

1 

7 

!l 

1. 
!1 

" 

. 

60 aud . -
upward,, 

10 
- 33 

1 

5 
1b 

4 
~8 
!1 

73 

\ !2. : 
; 

i .. .. . J 

-

. • .... 
.. •... 3. :, . ' '$ ;. ·~ 

I 

. ·-- ~"' - .. . 
50 and 

npw~~d~. 

10 
- u 

~ 

.a 
~ 

- ~~ -
7 
6 
4 

· -· -· ....... 

8 -

40and 

upw~rd5. 

13 
IJI 

4 
1 
5 

9 -
9 

; .. 5 .. 
5 

- 3 

- -·- ·- ·· .. .. 
!O end 

upwnrde. 

10 
t6• . 
3 
~ 
~ 

7 -
u 

g 

3 

57 

a: 
3 

6 . . 

ll 

. ---···· -. 
!Oand 

upwa~~. 

7 
1 
4 

!l 
-
·18 

7 
.:4 
3 

5l2 

.. .l) 

Und~ 
I 

!0. 

1 

4 

3 

1 
1 

I 
• I 

• i 
- ! 
- · 

I 

. _ .. . ·.·."' . ---

TOTAL • 

30 

'· . 

·-~ 



ABSTRACT STATEMEN'r exhibiting the Age of. the Hindoo.Women who have Burnt tbeptaelves on the Fuueral Piles ortheir Husbands, in the several District' within the 
. ' DACCA DJVIBION, :duriog the·. Year 1825, . . -

DACCA DtVIlHON: 

'Backerg\mgc 

Cbittagonge 

Noacolly -

. City Dacca 

'Dacca Jelalpore · 

Mymcnsingh 

-Sylhet 

Tiprerah -

100. 

. ; 

-. 

Wand 

upwards. 

1 

.. 

1 I 

·eo and 

up warda. 

3 · 

1 

4 

7'0aild 

upwards. 

5 

7 

60 and 

upwards. 

11. 

3 

1 

I 

_.. . . 

t6 

50 and 

~pwards, 

10 

1 

3 

19 

40 and 

upwards. 

.. .. 

6 

. 1 

1 

30 aiid 

upwards. 

9 
.. 
1 

1 

13 

l. · 

10 abd 

up..,~rda. 

9 

3 

I 

1 -

t6 

Under 10~ 

1 

1 

1 

3 

TOTAL. 

9 

1 

18 

8 ... 

101 

.... -~ 





,_ 

... 
.. . _,. . ~-- -·· ~ -- -·--. '··--- ---~ ... -, .. -- ___ ..;. ~--'---- -·-----...:..0 -- - :-.. -~---- . .. . ..... -· . .. ,& .... _. • •• -·-·· · · l • •. • --. • •. ~ """' • • • • • f • ~ :t> 

ABSTRACT ·STA T~~EN.T _ e~ib~tin~ ~e ~ge ~f the ~ind~o Wo~e~ wh·o ~ve ~ur?t t~emselves o~ .the E'unel·al"Pilei of the!~ Ii~aruls, ~o the! sever~ District~ w~thin t-e. __ . 
. " . . : ... _ --- ·- . P~~~~· :O.'~~s:_o_~,--d~~~g the~~~~ ~8~~~ _ ·· . · · · i --·-- . ., _____ ... -- ... - . : 

. .. .... . ·- ------ -

.L . -- ... 

. ·. PAT]'lA DIVXSIO~: 

Behar. - ;I 

.. .. " ~ ,. 

City Patna - ;;; - .. - ;. 

Goruckpore 

. . Sarun .• 

· Shahabad ·- .. "' 

Tirhoot ·--· 

Monghyr 

Tor4L . - . ., 

:. 

~ 

---- --·-

90 and 

-~pward;. 

--
;; ~ 

., _ -

' " .. . .... 

: -

· soand 

upward;, 

~ 

1 

-~ 

1 

........ 

4. 

70 and 

rip ward;. 

-.. 

; ; 

1 

1 

-
!l 

60 and 

ilpwordi. 

-
= ;; 

l. 

1 

!l 

50. and 
., ... 
upwards, 

.-

-
-- -

l 

5 

,.-

6 

40and 
' upwards. 

1 

t 

5 

·: _,....,... 

10 

S() and 20 and . 
. t"ipwards: upwnrds: 

lfndu 20. TOTAL. 

~ 1. 

"""! -
1 - ~ • ;, ~ 

4 3 9 

3 ~ 1 1.$" 

3 4 !ZO 

: - -----·- . -· ... -
u 10 1 47 
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ABSTRACT. STATEMENT exhibiting the Age of the Hindoo Women who have Bul'nt themselves on the Funeral Paes off.hejr Husbands, in the feveral Districts within the 
· BAREILLY DivisiON) during the year 18~5. · · 



ABSTRACT STATEl\IENT exhibiting the Age of the Hindoo Women who ha~-e Burnt themselves on the Funeral PHes oftbeir Husba~ds, in the several Districts within tile 
· · Bl!.NARES DIVISION, during the Year 1~25 • 

... 
.7'0 IIIId 60 and 50 and 90and 80and 40and SO and !Oand · Unrl~r C": 100. ·TOTAL. 

upwards, upwords. upward•. upwards. up"''arde. up"''ard!, upwards. . upw111rd1. to. c 
~ 
~ .. BENARES DIVISION : c 
~ 

Allahabad · 1 1 !I 
~ 

C": 
~ 

Bhithoura 1 !I -1 ,....; 
0 

. Bundlecund, Southern Division • - .. .. - .. 1. 1 z 
til 

Bundlecund, Northern Division > -- z 
ti 

City Eennres ,;. .;. a· 4 6 3 1 17 ·Ci - 0 
Ghazeepore 3 1 1 ·7· 3 ·4 !I !11 ~ 

~ 

Junupore ~ ~ 
{FJ 

""d 

Azimgbur 1 1 3 
0 z 

lHirznpore 
0 

~ 1 3 3 9 ~ -- z n 
TOTAL - . - - 1 5 6 6 15 9 11 !I 55 tr1 

Compared, (si~e.a) w. H. 1,! acnaghttnt 
w. c. w. Registrar. 



·.RELATIVE TO HiNDOO \VIDO\VS. · 

. To H. Shakespear, Esquire, Secretary to Government, in the Judicial 
D~partment. 

. ·Sir, 

119 

BENGAL~ 
'--v--' 

I AM desired by the ~ourt of Nizamut Adawlut, to request that Nizam11t Adawlut: 
you will submit, for the consideration and orders of his Excellency w· L · tpresen~, h' f. d 
h ' h h bl h V' p 'd • c '} h . , . eyces er, esq. C lC JU ge. t e rig t . onoura e t e 1ce res1 ent m ou~t;lCl ,,t e acco~panymg c. Smith, esq.} : · • , · 

. copy of a letter .fro,m the Benares court. of. Cu:mt, submittlll&' the W. Dorin, es•t· pull:me· Judges. 
draft of a regulation proposed by the actmg magistrate of the city of A. Ro:s, esq. 
Benares; for better defining the Hindoo laws .and customs relative to the rite 
of suttee, and for enacting into a law certain rules already in' force, together with 
copy of a letter, and of its enclosure from that officer. · 

2: The court's objections are not confined to the particular rules suggested by 
Mr. Hamilton; they deem it highly objectionable to enact any regulation autho
rizing the sacrifice of suttee in any case, or under any circumstances whatever; 
and they are of opinion that there is ilo advisable medium between absolute pro hi. 
bition and refraining from all interference. 

I am, &c. 
Fort William, } 

. 13th October J 826. 
(signed) TJT. H. Macnaglden, 

Register. 

· (Copies.) 

ToW. H. Macnaghten, ·Esquire, Register to the Nizamut Adawlut, 
:Fort William. 

Sir, 
IN conformity with Section 6, Regulation XX. of 1793, we have the honour to Cour.t of Circuit. 

submit the draft of a regulation proposed by the acting magistrate of the city of 
Benares, for the better defining the Hindoo laws and customs relative to the 
rite of suttee, and for enacting into a law certain rules already in force, together 
with a copy of the letter and inclosure which accompanied it. . . · 

2. Government having enacted rules, by which persons concerned in illegal 
suttees are liable to punishment, afld the subject of a legislative enactment having 
been frequently under the consideration of government, we see no necessity for 
recommending an enactment of the nature described in sections 2 and. 3 of the 
proposed regulation; and, consequently, we deem it superfluous to state our objec.; 
tions to the remaining sections, which w~ disapprove of in toto. · · · 

We are, &c. 

(signed)· W. A. Brooke, First Judge. 
Benares, } J. W. Sands, Second Judge. 

28th August 1826. W. Gorton, Third Judge. 

ToW. A. Brooke, Esquire, senior Judge, and the other Judges of the 
Benares Court of Circuit. 

Gentlemen, 
· THE subject of the annexed draft of a regu1ation, which I make bold to ~ub
mit to your 'court for transmission, according to the prescribed rules, is one of 

. such delicate and serious importance, that I trust I may be permitted stating 
a little in detail the sentiments I entertain, and the information I have collected) 
tog~ther with my motives for proposing an enactm.ent of the nature. . 

2~ I am fully aware· that the subject has long been one which has occupied 
the talents of individuals far better qualified than myself, and which has repeat-: 
edly b.een brought' to the notice of government ; still I cannot. but suppose the 

·causes which have heretofore combined·to prevent. the adoption of ~legislative 
measure, have by this time considerably diminished, if not wholly, ceased to 
exist. . . 

3· At no period, since the introduction of European supremacy, has the British 
power been so exalted and permanently fixed as at the .present; wars hav~· 

, J 78.: P 4 • ceued ; 

• 



t~o COMM.UNICATJONS · AN1> ·CORRESPONDENCE 

. iF.NGAL. ceased ;·the factious and turbulent spirit of cabal and discontent has been aroused,. 
'----v----' excited and c!ushed ; the whole country, in every direction, is in the enjoyment 

of the most ~perfe~t tranquillity and soundest peace ; the recollection. of the' only 
stay, on wluch discord and revolt .could rest a hope,. remains only as a warning 
and proof of the utter uselessness of opposition, and the nothingness of the best 
concerted schemes when brought in contact with British power; such a· season . 
~he~; may. surely be de~me.d peculiarly.apt. for the introduction of~ law, having 
~or 1ts. obJed t~e tenmnat10n ·and e~tinctwn ·of the most revoltmg and most 
la~entable sacnfice, and thereby casting .away a reproach, which cannot but be. 
attached to its longer sufferance, without the shackles of a law, or the public notifi .. 
catiqn of the dissatisfaction and disapprobation of the government. • 

4· Having resided. for some few years at Benares, and havii~g1 l~~rly, had charge 
. of the office of :m·ag1strate, I :have been !ena~led to make mqumes and observa

tions on the nature of ·suttees, which may not be within the.reach of others,·who
though far more capable and not less anxious than myself, have not pad the sam~ 
local .advantages. From all I can collect, after frequent intercourse with l'espect
able natives, -I am induced to. believe that positive prohibition ·of the rite by the 

.legislature would not excite . the smallest opposition, ·Certainly no. serious one.· 
The higher class of Hindoos admit that there is no express law .authority. 
enjoining its observance, indeed that it is not mentioned in some of the works· 
esteemed· by them the first authOTity. The draft I have presumed in submitting 
does not go to the extent qf directly abolishing the ceremonJ; and, ·in its pream
ble, I have attempteJ so to word it, as to appear to the bigoted that the enact
ment is in. conformity with their tenets, and not intended to abolish the performance 
of the rite, only to restrain it within :.their 'own ascertained legal limits; afthe 
same time distinctly to express the abhorrence and dissatisfaction of the govern .. 
ment at. its .existence.· :Perha~, having '~o ~ong toletated and taciily admitted the 
ceremony, government, consistent with its d~gBity, could not· at once abolish its 

. performance by a direct law. :Much strength has been given to the obstinacy 
of the infatuated by the silence of the legishct:ure (this the natives themselves 
assert). ·should the preamble, then, be worded something similar to the proposed. 
draft, the community will perceive that the backwardness Kas originated, not from 
any averse:ness to interfere: ·but z:ather from the desire -of government to obtain, 
all possible· information. · · 
, 5· At ,present no regulation is in existence, and the .circular orders ·on~ the 
subject are not, perhaps; so dist\nct and clear as -not to admit of doubt. In the: 
proposed draft these orders are condensed; and s9mewhat altered. The age is. 
£~ed at twenty :instead of. 'sixteen ; indeed, it might be fixed at twenty-five. 
Shoul.d th-e -death ·of the husband have been occasioned by a llliolent ·or accidental 
cause, it surely is a just pretext to prevent the suttee, since inv·estigation as. to t4e. 
death may be necessary. Supposing.a woman had been instigated to poison her 
husband, and to perform· suttee to expiate her transgression, the heirs would, 
under the present system, .gain the property, and the criminal 'vidow would have 
suffered, not a punishment in the eyes of the ignorant, but have performed 
a meritorious duty. This may be an extreme, still it i~ .not an i!Dpossibl~ 
position. 

6. The confiscation and escheatment of all property and estates appertain
ing to the deceased parties appears to me a most desirable clause; it suffers 
the performance without detracting from its estimation ; but it prevents any undue 
influence or the rapacity of heirs, and makes it the interest of relations to prevent 
the sacrifice of the widow. By bringing the interests of the living in contact with 
the religious observ·ances for the de.ad, and by making the surviving relatives 
forfeit all 'the advantages of relationship and hereditament, in the event of 
a suttee, I am induced to think' the abolition of the rite would be effected without 
any io.convenience or confusion, and without any necessity for a positive law. 
Section p of the draft, at once points out the mark of disqualification and ·dis-·· 
approbation on a numerous- class, whose influence in society is not inconsiderable, 
and whose attachment to office and favour would prevent the occurrence of the 
rite in their families. Security on this head might be· required from Hindoos,' 
on their appointment to any situation under government. Section 7 authorizes: 
the ·local' authorities giving their consent; with certain provisos, of which the 
ap'pearance o£ the widow in open court is an essential; it places her at once' 
in the power of the magistrate, and enables him to adopt such measures ··a~· he 
lnay deem requisite,. in the· event of n~cessity ; it also biings together the rela'ti ~es,! 
· · · · ··or 
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or .some of them;· and gives to the magistra'te an extensive: power· without defining )3ENvA.L. 
Qr declaring its positive. or.precise limits. The enjoined reference·to_ the cour of ~ 
Circuit is sufficient to show that the gov~t~nment are desirous of prev·enting any . · · 
harsh conduct on the part of the magistrate; · and in large cities, as this, the 
vicinity of the . superior: court is, such, . that an , hoUl''s delay would not be 
experienced. · ·.. . ~ . 
. ; 7· It might ·be expected that Benares·being the seat.Of Hindoo learning, the 
~a~~e~ .pla~e .to which aU qf that. class,: who p,os~ess the means, res?~t to end th~it; 
days w1tlun Its, to them, holy bou!Jdanes, .would afford a vast add1hon to the di,sr 
tressing list of annual sacrifices: happily it does not, and the average n\lmber is 
not so great as might be suspected. Anne~ed is an abstract statement showing the 
pumbers p~r,mitt~d ·and prevented, ~l~o the extreme and average ages during the 
last six years. The first three years were not marked by any particular season of 
~ickJ;less; during· the .last three; however, .an epidemic fever prevailed, and mor-
tality dreadfully increased. The six years then may be fairly taken as a bas~s for 
(!alculation. . . . . . . . . , . . . . 

·., 8. 'In entering so much into ·particulars, I am aware that I have seriously 
entrenched on much valua~le time,: The subject, I feel confident, however, will 
be a sufl}cient excuse; I ~an only apologize for the intrusion of my sentiments, 
~nd beg earnestly that this letter, together with the draft, may be forwarded. as 
q~ick.ly as. practicable, for the consideration of Government. 
\', -
,. · · ,J .hav:e, &~. 

City' of Ben ares, }· · · A 
, 1\lag~~·' Office, . {signed) · fl-! N. (..:. HatJzilton, 

August' 12, 1826. 
· .. fTrue copy.) 

(signed) Wm Soubise, 
Head Clerk, 

A REGULA'r.ION for the better defining the Hindoo Laws and Customs 
· relative to the Rite of Suttee, and for enacting into a Law certain Rules 

already·in force~· 
. ~ . . 

· IT appearing expedient to dcnu~ the ·Hindoo laws and customs, as far· as they 
have been ascertained, regarding the rite of suttee, or burning of widows, and 
pending the further examination of the Hindoo law, shastras, and works treating 
~n, the right of con cremation ; and further, it being deemed advisable to restrain_ 
~nd prohibit the performance. of the ceremony of suttee in certain cases, already 
pronounced. by the first Hindoo authorities as contrary to their law, and in violation 
of their customs, by the enacting of a regulation rendering all persons aiding and 
abetting, or in any means or ways of assisting or not preventing an illegal suttee, 
liable, to a certain punishment; the right honourable the Governor General in 
pouncil; having taken into mature consideration the numerous be\vustahs, together 
with all oth~r reports. which have from time to time been collected· and submitted 
by the different public functionarie~ and other officers of government, and being of 
-opinio~1 that the performance of this most revolting and repulsive ceremony in 
a great measure occurs from a misconception and misconstruction of ~he actually 
ascertained law, as far as the researches of learned individuals have enabled them 
~s ye~ to determine; an~ furthermore, g~vernment viewing with abhorrence and 
~on cern the deplorable and lamentable sucrifices of human life which have occurred, 
notwithstanding the anxiou~ and repeated instructions and exertions of the local 
authorities., the right honourable the Governor Gene1·al in Council feels called 
upon publicly to notify his displeasure and dissatisfaction, and to proyide and 
guard against the repetition of illegal suttees, by enacting the following rples to 
be in,force throughout, all the provinces, distri~ts and zillahs under the Presidency 
of Fort \Villiam, from thedate of promulgation. · ·. · · · · · · · . . 

SECTION II.--C. 1. The burning of a widow without the body of the deceased Illegal fo1:. a widow 
husband is illegal ; and all persons, whether relations or othe1·s, aidino· ot· abettincr, to burn w1thout the 

counselling or advising or fur~herin~ the ~arne, either before or. aft~t the· de.ath ~f ~~~~~fht:seb~~d. 
the husband, shall be commttted for trtal to the courts of C1rcmt, and Hl the 
event of conviction are liable to the punishments ~h·eaqy in· force fpr the crimes 
of murder and homicide, · • 

178. Q ' Clause 
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, :BtNdAt. Clause 2. Any person or persons, whether or not related to the deceased hus~ 
~ band or widow, conniving at,.or not using their utmost exertions to prevent a suttee, 

Accomplices. by giving information to the police, or by any other means in their power, shall be 
committed for trial as accomplices, and subject to the penalties and punishments 
afr~dy in force for principals, as sp_ecified in the preceding clause cf . this 

·section. . · 
Jltegal to burn in 
~ertain e,ases. 

·sEt'l'row III. The burning of a widow under the following circumstances is 
declared illegal, and the provisions of Section II. are declared applicable to aU 
offenders. · 
· 1. Ifthe widow be with child. 

- 2.. If the widow be under 20 years of age. · 
· 3· If the death of the husband hate been occasioned by violent or accidental 
1Ileans. " . · 
: : 4· lfthe pl'evious written· authority of the magistrat~ ·or joint magistrate,· have 
not been received. · '· · 

· 5· It is illegal ·for any other than the legal widow by marriage, under any 
Circumstances. · · · · 
1 6. If th~ husband Jea\re a child under. 6 years of age. ~ 

!~tfe~~~~~ty to be · . S:EcTI.oN tv . ..:....c. 1. Ail the property, real or pe~sona1 1 hereditary or acquir:ed• 
hi actual possession or otherwise, of th~ deceased husband and widow performing 
suttee. under sanction of the proper authorities, is hereby declared an escheat· to 
government, and the amount .of any deficit from any cause, on being proven to 
the satisfaction of a magistrate or joint magistrate, is recoverable as a decree· 
of court from the. property of the relative of either of the deceased parties, hus-
band or widow, performing suttee. . . . 

Clause 2. Any person or persons giving information which may lead to the dis
cQvery of a:ny property belonging · to the. deceased parties, is entitled to half the 
amount recovered thr<mgh his agency, or in consequence of his or their informa-. 
tion ; provided he or they be in no way connected or related to either of the 
deceased parties, 

Incapacitated from . SECTION V.-No pe.rson, of any'· rank whatsoever, is eligible, or tCf be ap-" ~~~~::.e Go· p9inted. 'to. any office, or situat~on in any public office under · government, in 

Magistrate and 
•Joint Magistrate · 
have powtr to 
permit. 

· whose family a suttee shall take place, after the promulgation of this regulation; 
and- any person now holding any situation or office, shall be forthwith dis· 
m~ssed. from such situation or office, and rendered incapable ever t~ serve in any 
~ther employment under government, in the event of a suttee hereafter occurring in 
~~~ . 

SiWTION VL-All i>Ublic functionaries and officers of Government are hereby 
strictly prohibited ·receiving visits, or having any communication with any person, 
ofVI·hatsoever rank, in whose family a suttee rnay take place after the publica ... 

· · tion ·of this enactment, without the special sanction of the Governor General"in 
Council. · · · 

. SicTION VIJ . ..;;_C, 1 ~ Magistrates and· joint magistrates may suffer the p~r
formance of the rite, provided the widow appear in court and solicit permission 
.in person, and provided there be nothing contrary to the spirit of this enactment ; 
and further provided there seem just or peculiar cause for the prevention. . 

. Chiuse 2. Jn the. event of there appearing sufficient ground for the prevention of 
a sutte¢, the magistrate or joint magistrate is empowered to cause the body of the 
deceased husband ~o be disposed. of according to the Hindoo customs and forms, 
and immediately to report to the court of Circuit of the division; and further, in 
the event of the widow not relinquishing her intention, and furnishing good secu• 
rity that :she will not destroy herself, the ma~istrate or joint magistrate has power 
to 'Confine and retain her in custody until the orders of the court of Circuit be 
received. · · 

.. · . . Benares, } (signed) 
· ··12th August .1826. 

R. N. C. Hamilton, 
Act1 .Mag'~. 
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BEN ARES • 
• ,. I 

.ABSTRACr ~'I,'A'J,'EMEN'l; pf SuTT~;Es within.the. Juds~ctio~ f)f :the. City Court. 

I ' . 
Numbcr.of Number Tl1e average .. 

Years, Sutte~<:s prevented, Age()r .- Qldost. Yo11ngest. -
'pern•itted. ' 

Widows. . 
~ 

I 

. Je~Zo 1l 3 44 E~;trel!le age 7.0 iO -
181\ u . . 55 .. . Bs lO - • ' I 

'1'822' ·to' 4 49' . - So· ·as 
tS i . . 182.3 5,6 8p ll~ 1 

. i824 
'' 

t6 ao Extreme sickness pre-
2 51 - 24 r . vailed. 

; 
~8:25 17 5 

City Benares Magistrates' Office,} 
12th August 18;.~6. 

44 

. : 

- - 6t 25 

.(signed) R. N. C. Hamilton, 
· .Acting Magistrate. 

{True copy:) 
(signed) W. Souhise~ .Head Clerk. ·. 

(True copies.) 
{signed) W.-H. Macnaghten, Register. 

t· 

:Mr. Bayley's MINUTE. 

.. BENGAL. 
~ 

. I HAVE perused with much attention the statements and other documents Mr. Bayley's 
su~mitted to government,. with 1\Ir . .Macnaghten's letter of .the 27th .October · .Minute. 
last, relative to the number of Hindoo females who have sacrificed themselves 
~s suttees in the Lower and "\Vestern P.rovinces during .the year 1825. 

2 •. The reports of several successiv~ years previously to 1825 had exhibited 
a small but progressive decrease in the aggregate number of these sacrifices, and 
.had tended to encourage a hope that the avowed abhorrence with which this 
practice was viewed by the government and its .officers, the' ,consequent .efforts 
'made to discourage it by the influence, advice and remonstrance of the local · 
func.tionaries, combined with the progress ·of education .and knowledge, would ope .. 
rate to diminish ·the frequency of the ,practice, and would gradually lead !to its 
disuse. ·. 

= . 3· But the number of suttees (639) which have occurred during the year under· 
· review, .considerably exceeds that reported i.n any year since 1821 ; and it .is · 

lamentable to observe, that the practice continues to be infinitely more prevalent 
. in. the districts immediately adjacent to the metropolis, than in ,any .other part of 
the country. . · · · · . 

· 4· The statements furnished from the five districts nearest .to Calcutta; viz. 
Burdwan (63), Hooghly (104), Nuddeah (6o), the twenty-four Pergunnahs (46), 
.and Suburbs of Calcutta (48), exhibit 32'1 instances ,of this sacrifice during tqe 
_past year, being more than equal to the aggregate amount reported to have occur-
rect:in the y~ar. 1825 throughout the whole of the other districts iri the Lower and 
Western Provinces. The persqnal ·intercourse of Europeans with the most 

· enlightene.d and influential classes of',the Hindoo community, is naturally more 
. ..frequent and intimate in Calcutta and its vicinity than in the .more distant .pro

vinces. Here too the chief efforts.of government, ,of societies, and of individuals, 
have been directed to the spread of .knowledge, and to the .improvement. and 
. extension of education. The immolation of Hindoo women has been made :the • 
theme of discussion in numerous publicatipns, .at the Presidency, .both in the 
.English and native languages; and the ne~spapers have continued. to nQtioe :in 
. strong terms the occurrence of many revolting :instances. of ,the practi-ce. ~Vith 
. the results of the past year before us, we .must now~ I fear, cease tO' indulge the 
hope, that the combined operation of the means above noticed :will have any 
early or sensible effect in indudng our l:lindoo .subjects (even those who .are in 
other respects .. enlightened by.educatiou,.and·who have .g~dually13:bandoned.eome 
other prej~dices), .to aid us in discouraging this pra~tice.. • · .. 

. .1 78. Q 2 · 5. I ha~~ 
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5· I have been unable to discover any satisfactory explanation of the cause of 
the greater prevalence of the practice in the neighbourhood of Calcutta than in 
oth.er parts of our territories. . The more general worship of Kalee lias been 
asstgne~ Ui. _one reaso.n, but ~~t~ what degr~e of w~ight I cannot judge. The 
law of mhenta~ce whiCh prevails tp Bengal ·Is, I beheve, in some respects mO're 
favourable to w1dows than that which is followed in Benares and in the 'Vestern 
. Provinces·; and if the law had a~i influenc~ in promoting the practice, it mig lit 
be expected to·be more frequent m/the latter'than iii the former. The division of 
Moorshedabad again is- as extensive. and ·popplous as that of Calcutta, and though 
the same law prevails· in both,· the number ¢f suttees in the l\Ioorshedabad divi- · 
sion amounts to 21 only, while . .in Palcutta (~xclus~ve of 'Cuttack) the number is 
368: being in the. proportion of tO to 1. .I lbeg to suggest, that the sudder De
wanny Adawlut may be called upon_ to f?r~ish an explanation on this point, .as 
.~el~. ~s in. re.gard. to·-the followi~g. extr~orfdinary dis. crep'~ncies in· the ~esults 
exhibited by the present statementf . · • - . · · : · · ·· 

In the district of ·'Ba~kergunge 63 inst$ces of suttee· are reported, and In 
the adjacent district of Dacca ~ elalpore only 2. · · · · · . ·-

In Shahabad 20, while. in tpe five districts of Tirhoot, Behar, the· c}ty~ of 
. , Patna, Ramghur, Bogle pore, including.l\Ionghyr, ·only 3·. 
In Ghazeepore 21, in th~ adjo~~ing .district of J uanpore n:one. 

6. It i~ natural to sup'pose ithat some assignable cause must exist, to account, 
in some degree at least, for thes~ anomalies ; and if a satisfactory explanation of 
them can be· furnished, it'inay ~end· to facilitate the final determination of govern· 
ment in regard to the further measures to be adopted. 
- 7· The occurrence of numerous cases noticed by' the court of Nizamut Adaw· 
lut, in· which Hindoo .widows have been ~acrificed during the year 1 825, in vio
lation of their· own laws, and of the existing prohibitory_ rules, forms another 
-unfavourablefeature in-the present l'eport, and shows that the existing arrai:JO"e
ments are inefficacious in accompl~shing even the limited objects for which they 
w.ere framed. . . _ .. 

8. It is probable that some, if not most of these occurrences might have been 
prevented, if the humane mea:sure .originally urged by_ Mr. Harington, of 
requiring the village authorities,. under suitable penalties, to report the intendea 
occurrence of .every suttee; and to :prevent the completion of the rite, until the 
police officers co,uld make the requisite previous inquiries, had been adopte~. 
·I am, nevertheless, fully_ pe~s'\}aded, that government have acted prudently m 
not issuing -any further general instructions or legislative enactments connected 

·with this rite, and that in the prospect, however remot~, of being able at a future 
period authoritatively and altogether to suppress it, every thing which has a ten
dency. to modify, systematize or legalize· the usage, should be avoided,·. as 

·calculated to render its final abolition more difficult, if not absolutely imprac-
ticable. . 

9· SimiJar sentiments are expressed· by Mr. Smith, the second judge of the 
Nlzamut A~awlut, and -by the Nizamut. Adawlut at large, in their Register~s 
letter of the ·13th October last. The government has also· recorded its judgment 
to the same. effect on previous occasions; but· if there existed no hope -and no 
prospect of eventually abolishing the practice of suttee, I should not hesitate to 
express my entire acquiescence in the measures formerly proposed by l\fr. 
Harington, with a view effectually to prevent the self-immolation of widows, 
·without previous inquiry by the police officers. 

10. I cannot, however, abandon the persuasion, that if this government pro· 
.ceeds with due caution and pruden~e, the ·usage may be ultimately altogether 
prohibited, without hazard to the public tranquillity, and without exciting any 
permanent dissatisfaction in the minds of our Hindoo subjects. The state of our 
empire appears now to encourage. the adoption of steps towards the accomplish:· 
.ment of that object, which it would have been unwise to attemRt while we were 
engaged in foreign hostilities; but I cannot concur in the ·opinions which have 
been pressed upon the government in favour of the entire and immediate abolition 
of the usagf. by legal .enactments; subjecting the persons aiding and abetting in th_e 
.~acrifice to discretionary punishment extending to. death. ·. · . · . · 

11:.. This is the course naturally. advocated by those who take up the questiOn 
.as cne of .feeling only;· but it must be recollected that the opinions we have 
hitherto been able to obtain from the Hi.ndoo law officers; as well as the autho· 
• I ·· ( · . · .;. . · rities 
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Hties collected by 1\fr. Colebrooke distinctly recognize these sacrifices as acts. of BEN~L •. .../ 
religio~s duty, or at ~11 eve~ts as meritorious acts; that the prevalence of the rite ' . 
is recorded and described ahke by authors of the age of Alexander the Great, and 
by Christian and Mahomedan writers of the 17th century. The Hindoos have 

.. been subdued by new conquerors ; a foreign and bigoted race of people has been 
incorporated_ amongst them, but this sanguinary rite remains a lasting monument 
'of. thel permanent influence of superstition in destroying some of the best and· 
most:powerful prindples.imp]anted by nature in the human mind. It is scarcely 
possible to converse with intelligent Hindoos (in this part of the country at least} 
without perceiving, that however acute and reasonable they may be on other points, 
this degradingsuperstition continues, generally, to have the strongest hold ppon 
them, .and to· blind their judgment to its cruelty and inhumanity. · · · .. 
; 12. \,Ve.must, indeed, allow that the antiquity, th,e frequency and the voluntary 
nature of the rite, divest it, in the eyes of Hindoos, of much of its atrocity,
whilst the ·prohibition against the marriage of a Hindoo widow, and the degrada
'tion .to which she is in too many instances subjected in the household over which 
she before presided, may appear to her, even in a worldly point of view, to rendeJ.' 
it almost a matttr of election to which of two evils she will expose. herself.. · 
.. 1 3· If the less~ns of history, or· the warnings of experience· teach any thing, they 
'surely ·enjoin to governments caution in dealing with such inveterate religious 
prejudices as those above described, and that this tenderness is to be proportioned; 
not to the monstrous character of the evil to be removed, but to the hold it has 
·acquired over .the minds of men. · . ·. , , 
.. 14. That these truths are in a tenfold degree applicable to the British Govern'T 

'ment when •legislating for .the Hindoos, cannot, I presume, for a moment. be dis·. 
put.ed; and it is only of course, because I cannot satisfy myself,. from any pf the 
facts or reasonings hitherto adduced, that the abolition of this rite will be regarded 
through these vast territories with the almost total. indifference, some are so 
sanguine as .to anticipate, .that I hesitate to recommend its immediate suppression. 
·. .15. It is difficult, certainly, to conjecture the exact shape in which oppo~ition 
to the measure might appear. I should not, myself, anticipate any violent or direct · 
struggle, either in our native army or elsewhere, but we cannot be sure that the 
abolition may not be construed by the Hindoos as the first step towards innovation 
in their religion, .and may not serve for a rallying point on any occasional spirit 
of disaffection . arising, which might be fostered by 'influential members of the 
native community. 
·. .16. I am not prepared to admit that .any of the cases of similar interference 
with the .Hindoo superstition, which have been quoted, are altogethe,r in point; 
they are either local and confined within very narrow limits, as the prohibition of 
infanticide, and the exposing of children at Saugor (both of which are, in fact,. 
unsanctioned by Hindoo law), or they are justified by precedent, as the capital 
p.unishment of. Brahmins, which I believe the l\Jahomedan government never 
scrupled to#inflict. It should be noticed, however, and the fact is a striking one, 
that the 1\lahomedan government does. not. appear (even in the plentitude of its 
power) to have interposed its authority with a view to suppress the practice of 
suttee. · 
. · 17. The foregoing considerations, though they do not in my judgment warrant 
the apprehension which some .persons entertain of the etfects of any authoritative 
interference on the part of government to prevent the self-immolation of Hindoo 
widows, show at least that the measure should be prosecuted cautiously and advisedly • 
. This course of proceeding is .the more necessary, because we cannot rely upon the 
prudence -and discretion. of all the public functionaries upon whom the duty would 

. · deyo~.ve ; many of them are young men, and they might, in too many instances; 
be led by a natural abhorrence of the practice, and by an eager anxiety to 
suppress it, to act with too much rigour and precipitation. . ) 

J 8. The accession of strength and reputation, which our government has 
acquired by the honourable and successful termination pf the late wars ; the general 
tranquillity which prevails throughout our own territories ; and the improbability 
of any early interruption of that tranquillity from without; seem to point out the 
present period as one in which we may commence with peculiar advantage any 
measures directed to the import~nt object of gradually suppressing the ;rite of 
suttee. . _ · . . ... 

19. I am· of opinion that the interference of the police officers .and magistrates,: 
under the circular orders and instructions issued with the ~.a-gction of government)~: 
l • J 7 8. Q 3 while 
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. ~~~0~~~ . . whil.e it ?as und~ubtedly operated· to prev~nt the completi~m of the intended 
~ sacrlfic~ ·In many Illegal cases, an~ h~s to th~t .e~tent been highly gratifying to

humamty, bas rendered the author1tat1ve prohibition of the practice in those pro .. 
· vinces in which the orders and instructions alluded to have been circulated, more 
":'difficult than it would have been ·had no such instructions been issued. . 

· 2.0. · Those instructions have recognized the rite as one prescribed by the 
shasters, and have sanctioned the practice to the extept authorized by the Hindoo· 

.law, on the ground that it is the invariable principle of the British government 
to protect its subjects in the free exercise of their religion, and in the performance 
·of their religious ceremonies. 
· 21,;. I am not of opinion that government should be restrained by this declara• 
tion from ultimately putting down a rite so revolting to humanity; and the ground$ 
on which such· an exercise of authority may be eventually adopted and justified 
will not be wanting. _ . . · 

22. It might safely be asserted, on the information before us, that in a large propor .. 
tion of instances the victims of this superstition are not free agents; that the efforts of 
the police officers and magistrates to repress illegal suttees, have not been successful, 
and that undue means are frequently and notoriously adopted in defiance of such 
efforts, to. prevent the victims from escaping from the· funeral pile. That con
tradictory opinions are maintained by well-informed Hindoos, as to the legality of 
the practice; that it is understood tQ have been suppr~ssed in some parts of India, 
. and· even .within our own. territories, by the authority and influence of Hindoo 
chieftains; that in many districts its existence is unknown, in others it is exceed
ingly partial, aJJ.d ofrare occurrence; that it is the duty of government to prevent -
so -cruel a rite fro111 extending to such districts, by the pernicious ·example of 
. others, -in which it is, unfortunately, more common; that the ·practice itself is one. 
which is calculated to demoralize the people, to encourage crimes, and to affect the 
prosperity,~fthecountry; upon these grounds, and from the duty imposed on govern. 
ment of protecting tho~e who cannot protect .themselves, the right may, in my judg .. 
ment; be abolished·without its.being:misconstrued by the Hindoos as a -yiolation of 
those principles of religious. toleration which we have avowed and acted upon. 
· 23. I think, however, that we should not prohibit the practice in the first 
instance, in those districts in which the instructions above referred to are in. force; 
but that our efforts should be commenced in" those parts of our territories where 
nO 'such declarations and instruCtions have been circulated j where DO forma) enact .. 
ments will be necessary; wher~ the introduction of our authority has recently 
raised the -population from a state of oppression and misery, to one of comparative 
prosperity; ·and where the limit~d extent of the tracts, and their remoteness from 
each other, forbid all.apprehension of serious combinations. . · 
, 24. The territor~es to which I allude are those into which our code of regulations 
has not yet been introduced ; viz. those under the resident of Delhi, the commis .. 
sioner in the Saugor and N erbudda territories, the commissioner in Kumaoo~ 
and· the con1missioner in the north-eastern frontier of Rungpore. 
' . •25 • .In ru1 these territories it is a primary advantage, that the officers super .. 
intending the civil administration are ·of a_cknowledged prudence and judgment;, 
and have acquired much local influence, and that they will be unfettered in the 
nature and extent of 'the di$cretion which they may find it proper to exercise in 
restraining the practice. · · 

26: I have 'been given to understand, that Sir Charles Metcalfe, during his 
former administration of the Delhi territories, did not permit the sacrifice ,of 
Hindoo widows when he was apprized of their intended occurrence. 
· 27. In 'the Nerbudda territories the practice appears to be unfreq~ent; but in 
the hilly tra'cts, subject to the commissioner of Kumaoon, the usage 1s, I appre
hend. more common. • . · 

28~ I beg therefore to sug·ge~t, that instructions .be issued .to the Re~ident at 
Delhi, and to the offi~ets above alluded to, expressmg the des~re of government, 
that the practice of -suttee in the territories under their supermtendence I?ay be 
prevented, and authorizing them ~o take the necessary measures for carrymg the 
wishes of ~overnment into effect. . · . . . 

29. It will be their duty on every favourable opport~mty to exl?lam to the nattv~~~ 
that motives of humanity alone, and not any desire to mte1-fere w•.th the free exercise 
of t~eir religion, had indu~ed gove.rnment ~o prohibit t~e.l?ractiCe. They should, 
I .thmk, be informed, that 1f, not>.nthstandmg the probtblhon, any case of suttee 

· should unfortunately occur, the police officers should not resist it by open force~ 
'~0 
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so as to incur the hazard of a violent affray, but should ascertain what individuals 
were most ~ctively engaged on the occasion, and take the necessary ·steps for 
bringing them tQ trial for the offeQce. The punishment on conviction in the fir.,t 
instance should be neither severe nor of a degrading nature; and the proceedings. 
of the several officers should be regularly reported in such a comprehensive form. 

-as may assist the government in determining on the measures which may hereafter 
be introduced with most advantage, with a vie.w to the same. object in .our regula ... 
tion provinces .. 

· 30. ·I propose the ·foregoing measures with the more confidence, as they 
appear strictly conformable to the instructions of the honourable the Court of 
Directors. . Adverting, howe,ver, to the delicacy and importance of .the ~ubject, it 
seems to me to be proper, in the first instance, that a reference should be made. 
to the Governor General, who may, perhaps, deem it expedient to consult' the 
officers in ·question, before issuing 'final instructions to them. I beg,. accordingly, 
to propose, . that a copy of this minute, together with a copy of al)y remarks 
which .the right .honourable the· Vice President or Mr. Ha.rington may judge it 
expedient t() record, may be transmitted to his Lordship for his consideration. . . 

. January 13, 1827. (signed) W. B. Bayley. 
Judicial Department, the 1oth April 1 8 2 8. 

(A·true copy.) II Shakespear, 
Acting Chief SecY to Govt. 

Mr. Harington's MINUTE, &c . 

BENGAL.· 
~ 

. THE :Minutes which l have written at different times, on the immolation of Mr. Harington'a 
Hindoo widows, especially that' dated the 28th June 1823, and its accompani.. Minute, 
ments, recorded on the Proceedings of Government under date the 3d Decewber 
t824, leave me but little to add on the present occasion, as far as respects my 
individual sentiments upon this. barbarous practice, and upon the safety of abo-
l.ishing it by law, whenever such abolitioJ,I may' be deemed pecessary, with a view 
to prevent a recurrence of the numerous abuses and cruelties which existed before 
the magistrates and, police officers were authorized to interfere, and which led to 
the 9riginal circular orders on the subject, dated in April181o. , . 

·2. The second judge of the Nizamut Adawlut refers to me as the author of 
tbese circulars, which he says " are by all intelligent perso!ls considered to have 
spread an_d confirmed this execrable usage;'' and he' calls upon me to " expiate 
th'e creation of this unintended mischief, by an immediate enactment, abolishing· 
the rite altogether." · . -

3· Mr. Smith, however, is mistaken in supposing me the author of the circular 
orders .referred to. I was absent at the Cape of G(Jod Hope at the time they were 
issued, and the, letter of the Nizamut Adawlut on which they were f01,mded, waa 
prepared by an intelligent judge of that court now in England*. · 

4· Mr. Smith is·also, in my judgment, equally mistaken in considering the orders 
in question to have produced evil, instead of the good intended by them. ~he 

. annual suttee reports received. from the magi.strates. prove, that in the execution 
of ·these orders, many lives· have been saved, much cruelty has been prevented, 
and· some instances of flagrant criminality have been brought to judicial punish • 

. ment. · If they have not been more efficient, it is owing to an omission, which 
· I have repea~edly but fruitlessly endeavoured to supply, by requiring previous 

. · notice to the police officers when a .sacrifice is intended, with a view to their 
being present at it, and enforcing the legal prohibitions. . 
· 5· Mr. Bayley, in his minute upon the suttee reports for 1825, now before 
government, remarks, that " the occurrence of numerous ;cases noticed by the 
court' of Nizamut Adawlut, in which Hindoo· widows have :been sacrificed, dur
ing the year 18:2 5, in. violation of their own.laws, and of the existing prohibitory 
rules, forms another unf~vourable feature in the present report, and shows that 
the existing arrangements ar~ i_nefficacious in accomplishing even the li~ited ~bjects 
for which they were framed. 1 

6 •. Mr.: 
' 

• Mr. H. Colebrovke • 
. ' Q ... .. 
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. BEN.OAL' · · 6.· 1\fr. Bayley adds, " it is probable that some, if not most of these occur-· 
~ :rences, ~ight have been. ~revented!. if the hun:ane measure originally urged by· 

Mr• Harm_gton, of requmng the village authonties, under suitable penalties, to~ 
report the mtended ·occurrence of every suttee, and to prevent the completion of. 
the rite, until the police officers could make the requisite previous inquiries, had , 
been adopted. I am nevertheless fully persuaded that government have acted· 
prudently in not issuing any further general instructions or legislative enactments< 
connected with this rite; and that in the prospect, however remote, of being able; 
at a. future period, aut~oritatively and altogether to suppress it, every thing which 
has a tendency to modtfy, systematize or legalize the usage, should be avoided, j 

as calculated to render its final abolition more difficult, if not absolutely imprac· 
ticable." 
· i· "'\Vith the knowledge- of this deliberate opinion of my respected colleague,. 

confirmed as it is by the recorded sentiments of the Nizamut Adawlut, and of the) 
Governor General hi Council; pn former occasions, I must, of course, abandon 
all idea of the partial remedy suggested by me ; and the question seems now to· 
be, whet~er we are to permit the crimj.nal practices which are repeated from year) 
to year, in defiance of the orde~s which have been issued for their prevention~- to 
go on with imp~;~nity ; •or whether the time. is arrived for more' effectually suppress-

~ ing them by a legislative enactment, declaring' the inhuman practice. of burning 
Hindoo widows, or· burying them alive with the bodies of their husbands, to be 
illegal, ·and punish~ble by. the criminal courts. 

8. Mr. Bayley is of opinion, that " the accession of strength and reputation 
which· our governni~nt has acquired by the honourable and successful terminatiop. 
of the late wars, the general tranquillity which prevails throughout our own ter
ritories, and tl,l.e improb~bility of any early interruption of that tranquillity from 

· without, seem to point out. the present period as one in which we may commence 
with·.peculiar advantage any measures directed to the important object of gradual1y 
suppressing the rite of suttee.'' · . ~ · · . : :: 
' . g. But he is at .the s~me time of opinion, that the interference of the police: 
offi,cers and magistrates, tirider · the circular instr;uctions "hich have been issued 
by the Nizamut Adawlut with the sanction of government, whilst they have ope
rated to prevent the completion .of the intended sacrifice in many illegal ·cases,. 
have .rendered the authoritative prohibition of the practice, in those province& in
which the instructions alluded- to have been circulated, more difficult than· it 
would have been ·had no such instructions been issued. 
': · 1 o. I:fe · therefore proposes, that our efforts to abolish the practice should be, 
commen~ed in those parts of, our territories where the instructions refe.rred to have, 
not been circulated, and our code of regulations has not yet been mtroduced ;: 
viz. those under the resident at Delhi, the commissioners in the. Saugur and. 
N erbudda territories, the commissioner in Khumaoon, and the commissioner in' · 
the :n6i-th-eastern frontier of Rungpore. , 
.. ~ u. Mr. Bayley considers the circumstances of those territories to be particri-· 
larly favourable for the immediate abolition of the suttee practice, and suggests 
" that instructions be issued to the resident at Delhi, and to the officers above 
alluded to, expressing the desire of government that the practice of suttee, in the 
territories 1;mder their superintendence; may be prevented, and authorizing theiri. 
io take the necessary measures. for carrying: the wishes' of government ~n~q 

.tr t" ' euec. ; 
. .12• In this'suggestion I am h~ppy to expt•ess my entire concurrence, as well ~s 
in the sentiments expressed in the following further· extract from 1\Ir. BaJ:ley ~ 
minpte,. with respect to the instructions which should be issued to the resident 
and commission;:}rS referred to •. cc It will be their duty, on every favou!abl~ 
oppo~tunity, to explain, that motives of humanity alone, and ~o~ any des1r: to 
interfere with their reliO'ion, had induced government to prohtb:t the practice: 
They should, I think, b:informed, that if, notwithstanding the prohibition,. any 
c.ase· of sutte~ should unfortunately occur, the police officers should not resist .It 
J>y open force, -so as tq incur the hazard of a violent affray, but should ascertau~ 
:what' ·indh".iduals :were most actively engaged on the occasion, an~ take th~ 
necessary steps for bri_nging tliem to trial f~r the offence. '.fhe. pum~bment OQ 

can:vi~tion, in the first mstance, should be neither. severe nor of a degradmg. nature, 
an~lhe-proce·edirigs of the ·several officers should be reg.ularly rep~~ted m suclr 
a. comprehensive forllJ as may assist the government 10 determmmg on ,the 
' · · ., measure~ 
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measures which tnay hereafter be introduced with most advantage, with a ~iew to · BENGAL~ 
·the same object in our regulative provinces. . '--:--v----' 

'. ··3· 1\fr. Bayley observe~,. in the concluding paragraph of his minute, that he 
proposes the foregoing measures. with the more confidence, as they appear . strictly 
conformable to the instructions pf the Court of Dir~ctors. · But adverting to the. 
delicacy and importance of the subject, he suggests .that a reference. should. be 
made in the first instance to the Governor General, who may deem it expedient 
to consult the local officers, previ.ous to issuing final instructions to them . 
. 1'4, In this suggestion· I also fully con~ur ; and am of· opinion that copies 

oj. ~l!,'.th.e papers now recorde.d sho11:ld be t_ransmitted. for his Lo~dship's. co~si-
ueratwn. . 

15. Mr. Bayley has not proposed.the ~doption of any_immediate measure~ for 
· the provinces to which our regulations' and the circular orders of the Nizamut 

A.da.wlut.haye be~n extended; and l· (!Onclude, therefore~ ·that' 4e means :.to)eave 
t)lings:~· th~y are in .thQse p~ovinces, u.nless~ i~ should be now dee;:ned.pr.oper to 
instruct the Nizamut Adawlut to carry into effect the .re~olu~iol;l~ . of: govern· 
ment, passed on the gd Dece:mber 1824; w~ich, as observed in a minute from 
me,.dated 14th September 1825, " have rei\nimed·a dead letter,·recorded on1y.on 
the proceedings of the Nizamut·Adawlut." . , · . • . · · . · · 
: 16. Those resolutions had reference to tbe discretionary i~structions given by 

the honourable Court ·of Directors in their judicial general Jetter of 17th June 
1823 ; and ·suggested to the Nizamut Adawlut and courts of. Circuit,. that they 
should encourage every judicious. measure not inconsistent .with. the :regulations 
which the magistrates:, in the exercise of !1· sound discretion, may adopt, with the 
humane view of restraining the sacrifice of Hindoo widows. . 

~ 17. 'Vhilst I fully and cordial~y conc~r in· this. suggestion, however, I must 
confess that it appears to me difficult, if not impracticable, to act upon it, without 
a· general or at least a partial abrogation of the standing orders which have been 
issued with the sanction of Government, and are now in force. . . 

.. 18. If it· be not deemed inconsistent to revoke these orders in particular dis
tricts, where the suttee immolation is least prevalent, leaving them still in opera;. 
tion where their immediate revocation is deemed objectionable, this measure might 
perhaps b~ adopted -; and a proclamation might at the same time be issued in the 
fotmer districts, corresponding in substance· with the 22d paragraph of Mr~ 
Baylefs minute; and declaring the provisions of section 3, Regulation VIII.·1799, 
(re-enacted for the Ceded Provinces in section 16, Regulation VIII. 1803) to be 
prospectively applicable to all persons who, after being duly advised ·of the procla;. 
lliation, shall act in opposition thereto, and shall be convicted as . principals or 
accomplices of wilful homicide, in the instance of a Hindoo widow burnt or buried 
alive, with or without the body of her deceased husband. 

~ 19. But although in paragraph t) of a former minute,dated 28th June 1823; 
I suggested this mode of procedure, of a general measure, if any riew enactment 
on the J:~ubject were deemed objectionable, I am not confident that' the court of 
. Nizamut Adawlut would consider it regular and consistent to leave the existing 
· standing orders in· force in one part of the regulative provinces whilst they are· 
rescinded in another. This,· however, may easily be ascertained, if necessary,. by 
a reference to the court. . · . . . . : • 
. 20. It may further be. a question for consideration, and for reference; to the 

Nizamut Adawlut, how the tnagistrates and criminal courts would be required, by 
the Regulations :in force, to proceed in suttee cases, Slipposing the circular orders: 
which have been issued oh the subject to be generally rescinded. . · ... 
· ~ 21.· If it be held that these orders liave virtually declared the suttee practice not 

.. t~ be within the intention of Regulations VllL 1799, and VIII. 1803, and that' 
a n~w eqactment is c.on.s.equen.~ly nece~sary to prohibit this practiee, and render. it: 
pumshable by our cnmmal courts ; or tf on any other account such an enactment at 
a futr e period should ·appear requisite, I am not aware that it is open to any 
serious objection; on the contrary,' it would have the advantage of enabling go ... , 
vernment to state explicitly the real grounds on which the practice is prohibited, 
and to provide for the punishment of future offenders against the law, partly by 
the magistrates; and partly by· the superior criminal courts, according to.the na~ure 
and degree of the offence~ ' . ' . · . ' · ; ' I 

· .. 2 2. I have therefore prepared, and beg to place on record with this minute; (the; 
last, possibly, which I may· have occasi9n to wtite upon the subject). the draft of, 
a ·regulation· ~' for·aet:laring 'the inhuman practice of burning or burying alive: 
,, 1 78. l ·, ., ·· . R · ' the 
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·. BENGAL the wid.ows 'of deceased· Hindoos, ·to be illegal,: arid· p'unishable by the criminal 
~courts. . .. · . 

~ 23. lt ·is not of course my i.~te.ntion to p~opos~ tha~· this Reg~iation should: be 
passed·. at present;. b~t I subm1t 1t. for co~s1deratron, tf a new enactment appear· 
nec;ss~ry. for abol.tsht.ng ·the; pra.cttce r.eferred .to, j whenever the general abolition. 
of. tt,. 10 the terrltones subJect to th1s . Presidency, may be deemed safe and 
expedient. · . · 

.. February 18th, 1.827. ·(signed). J. H, 'Harington . 
.. 

(Draft.) . ' 
· A REGULATION for tlec.laringthe .. inhuman pr;tctice ofburning 01' burying 

(· · ·· alive the W~dows of 9-~ce~ed Hindoos· to be illegal and punishable by the 
· Criminal'Cou'rts. · · · · · · · · . · · . 

I ··A CHUEL practice, unsanctioned.by the most ancient laws of the Hindoos, and. 
therefore not generall,y. observed by the Hindoo ·comn.unity, exists amongst certain: 
castes a~d families in some of the districts under this presidency, especially in the. 
lower pa~ts of the province of Bengal, ·by which Hindoo widowa are· assisted in. 
devoting themselves to death on the funeral piles of their de~eased husbands, or 
jf absent from them, .. and. the husband be not a brahmin, on a separate pile.; and. 
those oftQ.e jogee, .or weaver cast,.are interred aliye with the .bodies of. their. hus ... 
bands. It has been ascertained from the pundits of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut,_ 
and. other, authorities, that· this practice, as .it respects the interment of widows, 
which chiefly prevails .in the district of :Tipperah, has· no sanction whatever from: 
the shaster ;··and that in many . .cases the burning ofwidows is expressly forbidden;: 
nor is it, in any case,.enjoine.d. as_a religious duty; .on the contrary, Menu, Yarna,: 
Ca~yayana, :Vrihaspati:and ·other. legislators, revered. by the Hindoos, coqimend 
the virtuous . wife, who, . after the . de_cease of' her lord, devotes . herself to piau$: 
austerity; and several fljndoo authors have condemned the suicide of widows, 
as .coming \\·ithin a general prohibition against the wilful abridgment .of human 
]jfe. The practice thus ·condemned, however, though relinquished in several 
districts . having continued, in a greater ·or less degre~, in others, the British .. 
governiD:ent, actuated by an inv~;triable principle of protecting all its. subjects .hl 
the free exercise of their religion, and paying a just regard to established customs,. 
even in matters not directly connected with religious worship, although it could · 
not :b.ut be anxiom~ for the discontinuance of a practice so immoral and repugnant. 
to the feelings· of humanity, deemed it proper, after ascertaining t~e res~rictiOll$: 
p~e.scribed by the :shaster on· the subjec\ of suttee .immolation, to authoriz~ the 
·interference of the public officers_ so far on1y as appeared absolutely necessary to 
preYent the continuance of gross irregularities and ab'Uses which had been found . 
~o .take place, in .opposition to the express ordinances of the shaster,.. These ordi~ · 
nances require that the sacrifice be, in all instances, pe,rfectly voluntary; that the. · 
widqw be of a competent age to judge and choose, in.a matte.r of so much conse .. 
quence to herself and children; th!lt no drugs be administered to stupify or intox.i-, 
eate her; . and that no means of restraint be used to prevent ~er quitting the pile; 
if her resoulution should fail, after having ascended it ; but on the contrary, that 
ehe ought to be lifted off. the pile in such cases, and allowed to return to her 
family, who are forbidden to maltreat her, or to refuse to associate with her O'Q 
this account.· But it came to the knowledge of government, that frequent in. 
stances .. occurred. of .women being burnt in direct opposition to these rules;. 
some of so. tender an age that they could not exercise a sound d~scretion, others 
stupifie<1 or intoxicated, so·that they knew not what they were domg; and many 
\\'ere prevented from retracting a hasty resolution by being tied down with.cords, 
or pressed with bamboos to the pile, so that they could not avail themselves of: 
the liberty allowed by the shaster. These and other abuses, which had no· 
kind of sanction, and violated every principle ofjustice and humanity, compelled.: 
the governtnent. to adopt measures for guarding, as far as possible, against a. 
recurrence of them, by directing the police officers, on recei~ing .intellig~nce of 
an' intended suttee~ to repair to the -~pot an? make such mqutry. ~s m.1ght be 
necessary to ascertain the _competency of .the w1dow, -under the provxs1ons of the 
llba5ter(to ,deyote h~rself, as weU JlS to use aU practicable means .for, preventing any 

:...:. : · • c - comppl~ion 
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· · ~om pulsion or other irregularity· in the performance of the act;·' But althougn·these .. BENGAL • 
. officers have, in some instances, succeeded in carrying into effect the benevolent '-v---' 
intention of the government, by preventing a. ·repetition of the gross abuses and 
cruelties above referred to, that intention has in numerous .other cases been frus-
trated, by the. omission ofthe families of persons ~bout to perfo.rm. the sacrifice, to 
'gi~e.tim~Ir :notice !o. the pol_ic~ daragha, which h~s prevented his attendance; and 
the poss1bthty of hts ascertammg·whether the .ordmances of the shaster were duly 
observed or not. ·At the same. time the annual su~tee reports transmit~ed by the 
magistrates show that the irregul~rities and cruelties .mea~t to be restrained by the 
m,easures above adverted to are still frequently C<:>mmttted 1n defiance of,the shaster, 
·and. the orders of government, and no hope, therefore, can be entertamed of pre .. 
ventinO'them by any means short of a t9tal abolition of th~ prac'tice which has'given 
rise to 

0
them ; under these circumstances; the paramount duty of every government 

to protect the lives of those residing u.n,der its authority,- especia~ly of the most 
helpless and mi~erable (such: as the .. w1d9w recently bereaved ot her husband). 
renders it indisp'ensably necessary to prohibit the continuance of a practice, so 
fraught with evil and calamity; and the Governor General in Council cannot 
doubt that the Hindoo community will not only be satisfied with the necessity of 
·this measure, bufwill rejoice at' the benefits to be expected from it; the son will 
happily be· relieved ~rom ·t?e li~natural and ho~ribl.~. task impose~ upon him of 
·setting fire to. the p1le which IS to consume hts hvmg mother m agony; the 
parents of th~ widow ~ill.view· with joy the preservation of thei~ beloved child 
~nO-longer destmed to a premature and cruel death ; . her brothers, Sisters 'and other 
relatious will participate the sa.me gratification, in proportion to their affection for 
. the rescued widow,- whilst,. in many instances, her children will have still more 
abundant cause for delight and gratitude:, in the continued society and maternal 
care of her whose tenderness had endeared her to them in infancy, and whose love 

- and kindne!s they will have an opportunity of returning to her by filial attention and 
· :flervices, that may solace her in her state of widowhood ; moreover, all classes of 

persons will be spared from the dreadful and demoralizing spectacle of. a fellow 
creature, distracted with grief, bt::ing deliberately burnt to death. These consi .. 
. deration's, and a confident belief that many enlightened H1ndoos, aware that the 
suttee practice is a· reproach upon their national character; are anxious tQ see it 
discontinued, preclude all appprehension that a legislative enactment, suggested 

· entirely· by motives· ofjustice and humanity, can afford any just cause of· dis
satisfaction, to those who have experienced the benign principles which uniformly 
influence the British government in' all its proceed!ngs towards its ,subjects, of 
whatever religious persuasion. The following ·rules are therefore hereby enacted, 
tu be in force from the time of their promulgation, in the language~ of the country, 
throughout all the territories subject to the Presidency of Fort \Villiam. . 

II. All persons subject to the authority of the British Government are prohi
bited, after the promulgation of this regulation, from being concerned, directly 
OJ,' indirectly, in the burning of a widow on the funeral pile of her husband, or 
bn .~ny other .f~neral pile, or in bu~ying her alive, or in any way aiding or pro· 
tnotmg her su1c1de by the suttee nte of $ahamarana or Anoomarana, or· in any 

. other· form whate~er.' . If any person, arter. this. prohibition, shall in anywise act 
contrary thereto, 1t shall be'no plea of JUstificatiOn that the suttee was voluntary. 
On the ·contrary,- all perso~s convicted before the criminal· courts of having 

· act~d · in opposition to the provisions of this reg11lation, shall be deemed guilty 
c;>f a criirlinal offence, and be liable to punishment according to the naif:ure and 
·circumstances of· the case. . 

III.· All such. cases shall, in· the first instance-, be investig'ated: by the zillah or 
.. city ·magistrate, oy joint magi~~rate of the· jurisdiction in .w~ich the offence may 

have· been committed ; and If the conduct of any convicted. offender shall not 
appear to call for more ~xemplary punishment than imprisonment, with or without 
labour, for a period not exceeding one year, or a fine of not mor~ than 500 .ru .. 
;pees, ·commutable, if not paid, ,to imprisonment, with or withou_t labour, for a 
,term not exceeding one year, the magistrate i~ authorized to pass sentence· accor
:dingly; provided t~at his pr?ce~diugs iri all ~u.~h cases shall be submitted at the 
·next session of the court of CJrcmt, for the revts10n: of that court. • 
: . IV. If the homicide shall have been accomplished, and the person convicted 
shall have taken an active part in promoting it, he shall be committed for trial 
before the· co)Jrt pf Circuit, which court shall proceed thereupon, as. in other 
cases of' homiCide ; arid ·.if circumstances of an aggravating, nature shall appear to 

os. . . R 2 ' C1lll 
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.l4~NG.u.. ·call for a heavier punishment than a fine to the same amount as that which the 
~ magistrate is auth.orized to adjudge in the preceding section, and a sentence of 

imprisonment, with or without labour; for seven years, the trial shall be referred 
for the decision ofthe Nizamut Adawlut. 

Vice President's 
l\finute. 

Judicial 
Department. 

• 

V. Th~ magistrates and other. police officers are required to adopt all the mean$ 
i:q their power tq prevent the continuance of the cruel practice forbidden by this 
regulation, and are directed to apprehend and bring to trial any perso~s who may 
~e hereafter concerned therein~ in opposition to the present enactment. 

. VI, Translations of this regulation in the vernacular languages of the country; 
shall be published at all the police stations within the Zillahs and cities subordinate 
tQ this presidency; and the police officers shall be· careful to make the same 
kuown throughout their respective jurisdictions, especially to any persons who 
Ulf.,ly hereafter assemble, or in any manner prepare to act contrary thereto. 

. -1oth April 1828, _ '(signed) J. H. Harington • 

'V. P. 

Judicial Departtn~nt. . 
(True ·copies.) H. Shakespear, · · ; 

- Acting Chief Se~' to Govt. ~ 

Vice President's MINUTE. 

I STRONGLY recommend the immediate adoption of the measures proposed by 
Mr ... Bayley ·for abolishing th~ . barbarous custom of bur~ing the widows of 
Hiridoos. _ 

March 1st,· 1~27· ~signed) Comhermere .. 
Judicial Department, the 1oth April 18.2 8. 

• . · (A true copy.) 
B. Shakespear, 

Acting Chief Sec' to Govt. 

To H. ~Iackeniie, Esq. Secr~tary to the Governor General. 
Sir, . . · . . . · . · ; 

I AM directed by His Excellency the right honoura~le the Vice President ~ 
Council ·to forwa.rd to you the undermentioned documents on the subject ot 
suttees, for the purpose of their being laid before the right honourable th~ 
Governor General, for his lordship's consideration; viz... · ~ 

Copy of a letter from the register of the Nizamut Adawlut, dated the 27th 
October last; with two abstract statements <?f suttees for the year 1825. : 

Ditto of a ditto from ditto, dated the J 3th October last, an~ of its enclosures .. · 
Ditto of 1\Ir. Bayley's :Minute, dated the 13th January 1827. 
Ditto of l\1r.' Harington's ditto, dated the 18th February 182;. . 

. Ditto of the Draft of a Regulation alluded to in ?t!r. Harington's 1\Iinute. l 

Ditto of the Vice .President1s Minute of the present date. 

~-· Coun,cil Chamber, 
· · 1$1 1\Iacch 1827 •. 

I hav~, &c. 
(signed) H. Shakespear, 

Sec' to 6ov'. 

Judicial Department, the 1oth April1828. 

(A true copy.) 

H. Shakespear, 
Acting Chief Seb' to .Gov•. · 

' :. . . ': :. . . · .... 
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'. ( ' 

Governor General's MINUTE. 

~ .MY reasonfor hesitating to adopt Mr. Dayley's proposal, is the belief which 
I entertain that the barbarous practice of burning widows does not prevail. in. the 

· districts. enumerated by him; and my consequent apprehension, that we may do 
more harm·than good by addressing ariy orders upon the subject t? the.officer~ 
in charge of those districts. As l\1r. Bayley,. howeve.r, expresses h1s behef that 
suttees are not infrequent in Kumaoon, I will address myself to Mr. Trail fo1· 
the information which I do not at present possess. 

. I am ~ery much inclined to believe that l;talf measures will be unproductive' of 
good; . nay, that they are not unlikely to produce positive evil ; and ·I am not 
prep~red to recommend an enactment prohibit~ng suttees altogether. · 

" But fe,elipg, as I do, the ~itterest disappointment at the sudden increase to the 
pumber of sUttees in 1825, compared with the preceding years, I am unwilling 
~o pass over, without some kind of notice, so deplor~e and un~xpected a result .. 

The increase, is attributed to th~ greater mortality which ~revailed in 1825 ; 
but I think it important that the· strange discrepancies whi~1 1\!Ir. Bayley has 
pointed" out in the sth paragraph of his .minute should, if possible, be explained ; 
;md I think it not improbable, that a call for information may be answered in a 
~anner which may facilitate the ulterior ope~ations of government. 

. But after aU, I must frankly confess, though at the risk of being considered 
insensible to the enormity of the evil, that I am inclined to recommend our trust~ 
ing to the progress- now maling in the diffusion of knowledge amongst' the natives~ 
for the . gradual suppression of this detestable superstition. · I cannot believe it 
possible, that the burning or burying alive of widows will long survive the 
advancement' which every year brings with it· in useful and rational learning .. 
I ·wish that the substance of Mr. Harington's excellent preamble to his proposed 
regulation could "be embodied in some of the books of instruction which. are dis'tri~ 
buted so generally, and in such large numbers, by our School Book Society~ 
l wish, too, that it were possible to take any- means of bettering the cond_ition of 
":idows, so as to. take a:way at least all the inducement to concremation, which' 
arises from the forlorn and destitute existence to which a widow is condemned. 
These are slow, but I think they are suye means of bringing this barb!irous custorii 
into desuetude; and I would rather wait a few years for the gradual ~onsummatiou 
of this desirable event, than risk the violent and uncertain, and perhaps dangerous 
expedient of ~ prohibition on the part of the government. · 

18th 1\'Iarch 1827. 
(signed) Amherst. 

. . • j 

Judicial Department, the 1oth April1828.". · 

(A tru~ copy.) · 

H. Shakespear, 
Acting· Chief SecY to Gov'. 

~·To H. Shake~pear, Esq. Se~ret~ry to Government in the Judicial ;Department, 
Fort William. 

Sir, . · . 

. . AS the public officer of a government which has nothing so much at heart: a~ 
the true interests of its subjects, I feel it at once' my privilege and duty to submit" 
~hrough you, to the righ~ honourable the ~ice Pr~sident in Co?ncil, the .following 
~tatement .of facts, to whiCh I have been th1s mo~mng an eye-wxtness. The subject 
IS one whJch has been often bro\tght to the n9hce of government; and. I ·cannot 
tperefore.indulge the hope ~fbeing able .to.say ~ny thing new, or· tei add. to. the 
~nformation already possessed ,upon .this . interesting .point; but I wish the, facts 

) 78. n 3 . . • related 
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llENGAL. ~elated to· speak for ~he~selves, be~ause they seem to ~e to call loudly. for the 
~ mterference of the legislative authonty. · · . · · 

2. I received intimation about 7 A. :n. this morning,. that a suttee was to take 
. place .at a G~at, OD; the ~umm~, about~ coss distant from my house, and hastened 
to the spot w1th a v1ew, If poss1ble, to dissuade the deluded widow from sacrificino
herself on the funera~ pile of her husband; and, at the same time, to satisfy myself, 
by personal observation, as to the accuracy of the statements which I have heard 
advanced regarding suttees. The body of the deceased, dressed in. white linen 
was placed by the edge of the water, on a pile of dry cop~ wood, which was secured 
at the four corne!s by beams driven perpendicularly into the ground. In the 
:midst of a band of Hin~oo priests, intent upon their bloody sacrifice, sat the 
victim of their avarice and superstition. She was clothed in red, and. apparently 
about 50 years of age. On my app·roach, the Brahmins separated sufficiently to · 
admit me into their circle, and I addressed myself immediately to the suttee~ 
Her replies to my questions were so .frequently interrupted·by the interested 
officiousness of the BrahiLins, that it was impossible to ascertain the state.of her 
unbiassed feeling; whilst the solitary expressionr that " she was willino- to burn 
according to her r~ligion,"·· carried with it. a contradiction· in the suppr;ssed ··and 
agitaied tone in which the words were uttered. · · · · . ' 

. 3·. After making use of the arguments most ·likely to dissuade her .from ·a 
. gratUitous sacrifice of .life, I asked if she were certain she could willlngly 
endure the agonies of the flame ; reminding her at the same time of the suffering 
,she had undergone, if at any time a single member of her body had been acci· 
d~Jlt~lly scorched, and urging her to reflect how dreadful would be the torments. 
when every nerve was tortured by the burning element. · During this observation 
.the. Bra~mins. repeate~!Y interrupted ~~' exhibiting alarm kst, through th~ failure 
pf her res?l-~tion,. they shoul4 be. depnve.d of the property_ s~e ·had consigned to 
them ; · thts amounted. to 300 ~upees, which she had bequeathed to· purchase to 
herself an entrance into Paradise through the agonies of martyrdom and the inter· 
cession· of her holy murderers. Surrounded by the, Brahmins, and by crowds of 
women who thronged the tops ~f the neighbouring buildings, every passion of the 
human breast was in action to incite her to adhere to the resolution she had ex-
pressed. Under these circumstances· I tho.ugbt the most forcible argument might 
be ·urged tht:ough the medium of the sens,es, a~d requested she would prove the 
strength ·of he~ resolution by first submitting her hand to the fire I placed before· 
her ; ·she assented with her lips, but nature revolted from the ordeal, and led her. 
instinctively to put her hand underneath the fire, where .~ts heat was scarcely. 
perceptible. The Brah~ins now began to murmur loudly, and I felt ashamed to 
confess to myself that I had gone almost as far as possible, without a violation of the 
laws of the country, still, resolved to make a last attempt to rescue a fellow 
cr~ature from this dreadful death, and seeing bow the widow was deluding herself 
and trying to deceive me by the position of her hand, I took hold. of it and forced 
it within the influence of the· flaine ; no. sooner did she feel the heat than it was 
manifested by an involu~tary contraction of the· arm. The result, in producing 
an alteration in her resolution. appeared too probable, and the Brahmins began to 
fear the escape of th~ir prey ; without, therefore, giving time for ascertaining the 
effect of my experiment, they rushed with her into· the water, which was to purify 
her a meet victim for the altar of avarice and superstition. Not a minute was 
allowed to elapse beyond what was necessary to strip her of a few paltry silver 
ornaments;. a duty which the priests performed with characteristic willingness; 
evincing at once the chief motive which actuates them in every case of suttee, by 
the superior estim~tion in which they held the silver_carefully preserved, above 
the life of ;:t fellow creature exultingly sacrificed. The widow then ascended the 

·pile, and placed upon her bosom the head of her departed husband ; in an instant 
faggots were heaped upon her in numbers, while the torch was applied by a 
devotee, who claimed the privilege ·of officiating as high priest to· the infe111al 
spirit, to whom alone the sacrifice was acceptable. 

. 4· On ~he subsequent details it is unn~ce~sary to dwell, nor will I do more tha~ 
allude to the fact of the sufferer raising herself on the pile (doubtless with a view to 
escape), and being thrust back by a simultaneous projection of. faggots from all 
quarters; and to a second which, though not seen by me, was attested by anothec 
cre-~itness; ~amelr., t~at a. stt:ing was thrown ovel' the pile to ~heck ~~ anticipated 
.. . • . . . effort 
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effort ~f the nature 'allu.ded to. ' On .these circumstances I forbear· to dwell, BENGAL. 
because, where the immolation of human sacrifices is sanctioned by the la\v of the ·--......... --"" 
)and, such occurrences ~nsue as a necessary consequence. 

· 5· ·My desire is wi~h the greatest possible respect to submit to the. wisdom 
and humanity of the right honourable the Vice-President in Council, the expe· 
diency of interfering, by a legisl~tive enactment, to put a stop to a· custom which 
is revolting to every feeling of our nature, and the continuance of which· is a 
stigma upon a Christian government, unsanctione~ even by the plea of necessity.·. 

; · 6. It would ill become an individualli~e myself to imagine it possible that 
I can communicate tc;> his Lordship in Council, a single fact regarding the ]~ws 
of the Hindoos, of which he is not fully apprized ; but I should be wrong. to 
con~eal that I have carefully perused all the works on this subject which have 
fallen within my reach; and the conviction of my judgment is, that in every ~ase 
of suttee the Brahmins exceed the permission of their bedas, and act in direct 
opposition to the institutes of their sacred law-g~ver, :Menu. The reason is mani
fest; in the first of the holy works alluded to, it cannot be denied that there are one 
pr two isolated passages which bear an interpretation favourable to suttees ; that 
is, to a woman's voluntary sacrifice of her life on the pile of her husband ; but in 
no single instance, I believe, is. a Brahmin directed to aid in the immolation, much 
less to use solicitation, threats or spiritual denunciationa. Nor is it a matter of 
~urprise that there should be found in the holy writings of the Hindoos, no verse 
commanding- the order of the priesthood, so strictly prohibited from shedding the. 
blood of ammals or insects, to pollute their boasted purity, by participating in an 
act which, except as a voluntary surrender of life, on the part of the suttee, them· 
selves would view with horror: · 

' . 7· The enactment which I would submit to the wisdom . of government 
should, therefore; have reference, not to the suttees themselves, but to such as 
aided and abetted them in the act of self destruction ; it should leave the one class 
at perfect liberty to sacrifice themselves, if they desired, but at the same time 
declare it criminal for others to be found accessary to the act. Such a regulation, 
with a preamble, setting forth that it had been brought to the notice of govern
ment, that undue influence was in many cases exercised to induce females to 
immolate themselves with the dead bodies of their husbands,. the same militating 
equally against the shasters and every: principle of humanity, might be carried 
into effect, not only without opposing, but with the.appearance of respect to t~e 
authorities revered by the pundits. 

8. It is well known that a difference of opinion regarding suttees exists 
among the Brahmins, and even among the sacred writers whom they profess to 
follow, so that the minds of many are more than prepared for such a measure; 
they may be Stlpposed to adopt it with all the eargerness inspired by party spirit. 
In confirmation of this assertion it may be mentioned, that after witnessing the 
melancholy scene above described, I asked two Brahmins, who were sitting toge· 
ther, whether the suttee which had just taken place involved a good or bad act; 
at the same instant they replied, the one "a good," the other "a bad" act! 

g. Without, however, laying any stress on the opinions of those whose igno
rance debars their sentiments from all respect, let a reference be made to the 
learned pundits, with whom the presidency abounds. From them it will be ascer
tained; that the bedas, the most sacred of their works, declare that " From a desire 
during life of future fruition, life ought not to be destroyed;"* whilst their sacred 
law-giver, Menu, lays down the line of conduct to be adopted by a widow for the 
subj~ction of her body, in terms utterly incompatible with the sacrifice of her life 
on his funeral pile .. 

'"· . to. If 

.• Ordi~ances of.Menu, as translate~ ~y Sir W. J~nes, chap. v. sect. 157, 158. 160, ''Let he~ (" 
fruthful wtfe) emactate her body, by hvmg voluntanly on pure flowers, roots and fruits; but let her 
not, when her lord is deceased, even pronounce the name of another man. Let her continae till death 
forgiving all injuries, performing harsh dutie$1 avoiding every sensual pleasure, and chPerfully practising 
the incomparable rules of virtue which have been followed by such women as were devoted to one only 
husband. ~ virtuous wife ascends to heaven, if after the. dtlcease ~f her lord llhe devote henelf to 
ptoos austenty.'' · · · 

178. R .4 
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.BENGAL. . · 1 o~ If then this abominable rite be, as it is. clearly proved, contrary in spirit to 
·~, tt?-~ny, .and a~. n.ow.generally conducted, to every.one of the sacred books .of the 

Hmdoos, feelmgs of h~rrian~ty to them and ~ustice to o~rselves, in vindicating 
b,efore .t~e wo~ld. the . smcenty of aur profes·sions of anxiety for the welfare of 
}~ngl-and s Indian ~UbJects, call loudly for a suppressiOn of this now legalized spe· 
c1es of murder. · · · · 

• 
. ·1 t. 'fhe day has long since passed by when any serious opposition to such 
a .m~asure ·might be anticipated from the bigotry of the Brahmins. It had been 
the custom. from timejmm~morial to immolate children and adults at the island of 
Sa~gor and other places. The administration of the Marqui·s· of Wellesley 
tlSJmS the honour of having effectually put a stop to this revblting practice, ·by 
declaring it murder, punishable with death. In a similar· manner has infanticide, 
as practised by Rajpoots; and the murder of persons suspected of sorcery, been 

· effectually suppressed; and an enactment framed, more hostile than any, to the 
prejudices · <>f ·the Hindoo, by which the holy priest of Brahma is rendered 
anienable=to capi~al punishment in common with' the lowest suder 'Or pariar. Nof 
one of these measures has been attended with the slightest evil consequence,: nor 

· llf!.Ve I heard . of an instance in wllich legal interposition in the cases alluded to 
. has ~ruled forth symptoms of violence on the part of the people. It cannot pos ... 
~ibly,:therefore;_ he suspected, that a regulation framed according to the views 

. above displayed, should meet with resistance, or tend in the least possible degree 
to induce a belief that it is the intention of government to forego the spirit of 
t~l~ration. they hav~ ~o long and conscientiously maintained. · , . 
.1. J •• • . • . . . . 

· ~.~} 2.•: :J;h~ p.u~dit~ at the.· se~t·.of go:Vernment- have already declared that suttees 
'are only permitted, not commanded·; and that they are generally performed Jp 
c;onsequ~nce. of vows or in. compliance ~ith custom; but all vows are optional ; 
arid .to ·<:!ori:tmit murder in cbnsequence <>f a vow, does not deprive the act of its 
dharacter as. a crime·. . . 
.. 
" 13. ·.Mo~t persa~s of aJiberal education among the Hindoos, reprobate the ob
s.erY..anc~ of. cruel. or .painful rites, not appointed by the shaster. · They allege, 
particularly in the case under consideration, ·" that no influence pf the Brahmin 
or.ofrelations should be permitted, and that such influence, when suspected, is 
a subject for civil. inquiry; that the woman should come of her own accord, a!ld 
ltlli herself on_ the. pile after it is kindled; that no bamboos or ropes should 
hliid<her d~w.n ; .. and that. if after. ascending the pile her resolution should fail her, 
she should be subject to no ipconvenience or disgrace more than the. appointed .. 
atoneme.nt, o~ that for w:hich it may be commuted* ; and that every deviation from 
the strict letter of the law is to be accounted murder." · · · 

(. .' .. ·.. . . . 

~ 14. To.reduce this riie to the strict. bounds allowed by the shaster, is tl{e sole 
object of the enactment of which the expediency is now submitted to the wisdom 
(lf government~ . Quotations from the Sanscrit shasters might be inserted, if con• 

· sidered necessary, in the preamble to the regulation, with translations in the 
l{ythee and :Persian, so as to remove the evil from the eyes of the less learned, who 
wouJd thus be led .. to lament the ignorance in which they have hi~herto been held· 
ens}aye4 by their bigoted priests, and, at the same tip1e to rejoice in the mercy and 
wisdom ·9f. a· government which blends humanity with justi-ce, and consults at_ 
di;ice the interests and prejudices of its subjects; by recalling them from practices. 
revolting to. humanity, ana pronounced erroneous even by their own authorities. . 

~' .. . . ' "'" . . ' . . .. 

L ·15 •. Such _wholesome restrictions imposed on suttees, will ans\\·er t~e 9esired end~ 
by means the most' conCiliatory. ·No law obligatory on the consciences· of the· 
Hifidoos will be infringed, and the .women desirous· of manifesting the excess of 

· thei'r conjugal love will be left at liberty to do so ; but, at the same . time the ·ope-·' 
ration ()f fire on the physical frame will be all~wed to produce its!J'atura~ effect, 
w.:heA..for.e.ign.. coe.r.c.i.an.is. removed; .. and if we. ever hear of .a female ascendmg ~he . 

. ~u~e,ral .Pil~ ?f h~r h~~hapd! I doubt w~~th~er .an i~s~3:nce will occur of ~ne rem~l!l
ldg. thet~ ttll hfe be exh.nct. Ag::un, a proh1bttlon to the Brahmms a&'ai.nst .. 

j • , 8SS1Stltlg 

•. ~ l 
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assisting in the act.will not be·without the most' beneficial effects, for they will be BENGAL. 
t!autious in attending, lest their zeal s~ould lead them into error; and the ceremony, ~ 
.unsanctified· by the presence of the ·priests, :will lose its .dignity and consequence in 
the eyes of the people. . · · .. · · . 

t6. 'Vith reference to the large number of suttees which take place .in Bengal, 
by compare with the western provinces, and adverting to the tender anxiety to 
their religious prejudices which characterizes our government in every transaction 
with its subjects, I would peg permission to suggest that the experiment be first 
attempted in the ceded and conquered provinces. \l7hen its operation has been care· 
fully observed in that portion of our territories for the space of three or four years, 1t 
·can be extended to the districts under the provincial courts of Patna and Benajes ; 
and lastly; after. tlie' ~xp~rie.n~e. o( six or seven years, be ·rendered universal, by 
a further extens10n to the diviSions of Calcutta; Dacca and Moorshedabad. The 
advantage of .this gradual introduction of tlte enactment will be twofold ; the 
minds of the Hindoo population in the central and eastern provinces will be in 
a state of progressive preparation to receive it, an·d· the government will be enabled 
to form a just estimate of the difficulties theY' will have to encounter in Bengal and 
Orissa, by jts ~eception in the districts of Upper India! 

. .. ... . 
' 

17. I cannot conclude this letter withou_t expressing an earnest hope that 
I shall not be ~eemed presumptuous in thus intruding thes_e observations on the 
notice of government, and that the cause which I desire to serve will not receive 
an injury in being advqcated.by ~ offic~r so young and inexper~enced as myself. 
It is neither my wish nor expectation that weight sliould be conceded to my indi· 
vidual opinion. _ My desire will be attained if the perusal of these lines leads to 
the issue of a ·circular through the sudder ·Nizarnut Adawlut, to the several 
mag~strates and courts of Circuit, calling for their opinion as to the propriety and 
expediency of the measure proposed. If that-opinion be unanimously expressed 
in favour of the enactment herein recommended, it will not fail to meet with the 

;ready·attention of government_; if otherwise, I shall be the first to admit that my 
··view of the subject may have been formed on insufficient data, and. that .a few 
more years must yet be suffered. to ·elapse b_efore the public p)ind is prepa.red for 
the· suppression .of a practice which has so long, though s.o erroneously, been 
associated in their minds witl1- th~ idea of a religious rite, commanded }>y the 
a~thorities they revere,· and th.t:l d.~iti~s t4ey wor~h.~p. ' · · 

. · Belab, . } 
Joint Magis1

'' Office,· 
tQ.e 5~h May 1827. 

. . 

I have, &c. 

{signed) 
1 

C. B. Elliot.t, 
Joint M!lgis,~rat,e, 

hi~i~cial pep~rtll_le~t, ~~e totl;t Ap,ri' 1828. 
{A true .c.opy.) •• 
I H. Shakespear, 

Acting Chief SecY to Govt. 

\ ,i .... : I': 

To H. Shakes).)~ar, E~q. ~~cre:ta:cy to Governme~t, in.the J~dicial Dep~r,tm~P,t, 
Sir ' · · 

. . ., '. 
: · I AM dire~ted by the court of Nizamut Adaw]ut to trans-.. Niza~ut Ad~wl~t.. Pr4 sent, W. r-.eyces
mit to you,: for the p·urpose of bei'ng ·laid ·before the· right . te~, .esq. ·chief Judge; C. Smith, C. T 
,h bl Sealy and .A Hos's esqr · · d · ' onoura e Gover_no_r· .General in Council; !he I acc9mpanying . ' · · ' ·• pulsne.Ju .. ges, 

.,detailed a.n~. abstract.sta_tements. prepared m th~s o~ce f~qm t~e reports of the 
. .sc.vera~ mag1~.trate~. (u~ th~ 'Yes.~~n ·and l.ower ·pro'vmces) .C:>.f suttees w:hich took, 
pl~c~ ,~n ·. ~~e.Ir r~spechve JUrlsdlctj.ons du~m·g the past Y,ear, apd a copy of the 
remark.s .an~ order~ oft~~ _co1;11;t t_h,ereon. · ~· · . · · ·· ·• 

I am,. &c. 
.. . 1. . ., ' 

· .lV: H. Jfacn(lgltt,t;n, 
· · · · Register • 

· Fort William; · · } 
the tgth Octobel' 1827. 

(signed) 
I • 

• 

. . 



COMMUNICAriONS AND OOR~ESPONDENCE 

. ··BENGAL. 
~ 

EXTRACT from the Proceedings of the Nizamut Adawlut, under date th~ 
1gth October 1827, containing -their remarks and. orders on the Suttee 
~eport13 and Statements, for the year 1 826. , . 

. · Nizamut Adawlut. ·Present, W. Leyces- THE Court of Nizamut Adawlut having had before them 
ter, esq. chief judge; C. Smith, C. · T • · th t f tt · d th h h f · · 
Sealey, and A. Ross, esqrs. puisn~judges. e repor 8 0 su . ees, recetye r~ug ! e courts o cucmt 

· from the several zillah and ctty magtstrates in the lower and 
Total number of western provinces for the year 1826, together with the detailed and abstract state-

! 8
Suttees .: 

6 
, ment prepared from these reports, record the following remarks and· orders. 

n J 25 • 39 , . . . 
1826 • 518 ~ •• The .Court observe that the total number of Hindoo women ascertained tQ 
Decrease 1u have been burnt or b.u~ied ~live in the year 1826 a-mounts to 518, being l~l less 

In·cr~aseiri detail: than the number e:x,h1b1ted m the statements of the last year. 
J>atna -Division : 

ln 1825 • 47 
1826 •. 65 

3·· The increase and decrease in detail in the number of suttees in the several 
divisions of low.er and western provinces are .noticed in the margin. 

lncrease 18 
. Decrease in' detail: 

Calcutta Division, · 
including Cuttack: 
In 1825 • 398 

1826 •. 324 
,_ 

Decrease 7 4 · 
Moorshedabad 

Division: 
In 18!35 • 21 

1826 -~ 8 

Decrease 13 

4· 'l'he total number for the last five years, are 

ln 1822 583 
' ' I 

1823 "! 575 
'.• 

- IS24 572 

- 1825 :"' 639 

- 1826 518 

Bareilly Division: Th C · d · h h h · In 1s25 · • 17 5· e ourt now procee to notice t e suttees t at ave takeJ! place m oppq-
. 1826 . • 8 sition to the promulgated rules, and to record their remarks and ·orders il). those 
. n· __.:.., statements of the magistrates which appear to require them. 
~~ 9 . 

Ben ares Division: 
ln 1S25 • 5!) 

1826 : 48 

• Decrease 7 
LOWER PROVINCES. 

CALCUTTA DIVISION. 

Burdwan: OF the female sacrifices~which occurred withiQ the district of ·Burdwan during 
In 1825 • 63 the past year, no one appears to be particularly deserving of notice; the police 

18~6 • 45 officers were present on every occa~ipn. The :women sacrificed appear, generally 
D~c~ease -;s- speaki~g, to h~ve attained matur~ ages, and their deceased husbands t? ~ave 

. been .. m low ctrcumstances. 1t will be observed that the statement exh1b1ts a 
decrease of eighteen compared with that of the past year. 

• 
Hooghly: The same remark is applicable to this district, in which ·there also appears to 

In 1825 : 104 have been a decrease of suttees. The police officers were present on all the occa-
1826 " ~ s!ons. The greater proportion of the husbands appear to have been in either 
.Decreas~ · 6 ·poor or middling circumstances. . . . · 

J~ssore: In the district of Jessore, only three suttees are reported to have occurred in the . 
In 18~5 • 16 'past year, .thus sho'!ing a diminution of thirteen. The women :were all adv~ijced 

1826· • ~ il} life; in middling .circumstances; and the police officers witnessed the sacnfice~. 
Decrease. -1 3 A t~ifling inc~ease ·will be obser~ed in the statement of this district, in the past 

I Jungle Mehals: year, compared with the year preceding. · With two exceptions, the parties 
~ !~~~ : 1 ~ belonged to poor a,nd ignorant families; and in one of the cases which form the 

· · _ exception, the sacrifice was . illegal, the widow being not more than f()urteen 
Increase '2 years of age. As the police officers· are stated to have been present on all the 

occasions, the magistr~te will be required to state why, in the instance above 
alluded to (the case o~ Mussoorp.ut Shoodha Mookhe), the sacrifice, notwithstanding 
the illegality, was permitted to be proceeded on. 

The .. 
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· The female sacrifices of the past year~ in this district, have decreased ·in number BEN~AL . .,~ 
on a comparison with those of ~he year pr~cedin.g ;, the ~olice officer~ appear to ~ ore: 
have been present on every occaswn. No dtsquahfymg cucurnstance IS stated to In 1s!l5 P_ 22 
have existed in any instance; and the widows were gene~ally in middling circum• 1826 • 15 
stances, and of a mature age. 

F I 'fi . . b d 'II th d 1' . h' d' t . I Decrease 7 ema e sacn ces appear to e gra _ua y on e e~ me m. t IS IS rtct. . n Nuddea: 
1'824, there were ·79; m 1825, 6o; and m 1826, 44· It Is not stated whether the. In 1s25 • 6o 
police officers were or were not present, though it may be presumed that they 1826 - 44 
were, from the circumstances of fo11mal engagements having been entered into for 
the protection of the infant children in every instance, when such were left. The 
parties were, for the most part, of the Brahminical order, and in poor circumstan~es; 
and the widows were, generally speaking, of an advanced age. 

Decrease t6 

The suttees which occurred in this district during the past year do not appear Suburbs of Cal
to call for any particular comment. The police darogahs are stated to have been In 182~utt~: 48 
present on each occasion ; and it may be presumed, therefore, that there did not 1826 • · 35 
exist any disqualifying circumstance. The deceased husbands are represented as 
having been, for the most part, in respectable circumstances, and the widows were, Decrease 13 

principally, of mature age. . 
The same observations are applicable to the sacrifices which are reported to !24 Pcrgunnahs: 

have occurred in this district during the past year. In no instance does it appear In !~~~ . :~ 
that any thing remarkable occurred, or that there was any disqualifying circum- . _ 
stance, such as to justify the police officers (who were invariably present) to inter- Decrease 6 
fere,' and prevent the consummation of the rite. 

A very com~iderable decrease · is observable in the number of suttees reported Barasut: 
to have occurred in the jurisdiction during the past year, compared with the year In 1 ~2~ 20 

preceding; and nothing of~ remarkable nature is reported to have occurred in 
1 2 ~ 8 

any one of the instances. . · Decrease 12 

·In three of the ten instances of suttee reported to have occurred in Cuttack I 
8 
Cuttack: 

during the past year, the police officers were not present; and. in one of those n !s~~ : !! 
three, no less than three widows of one man, the proprietor of a tributary mehal, . _. 
sacrificed themselves with his corpse. One case is reported to have occurred, in Decrease . 4 
which a widow relinquished her determination of becoming a suttee after she had 
~~~~~~. . 
. More than: double the number of ·female sacrifices are stated to have occurred Khoorda: 

during the past year than were. contained in the statement for the year preceding. In 1 ~2~ 16 
In two instances, .the ceremony was performed by post-cremation, with some relic 

1 2 
• 

35 

belonging to her deceased husband. In all the other cases, 'the magistrate reports Increase 19 
that the women were burnt after due inquiry by the police officers. No comment 
appears necessary. In that part of the jurisdiction subject to the joint magistrate 

· ~f Balasore, not a single instance of suttee is reported to have occurred. 

DACCA DIVISION . 

. NoTHING remarkable is stated to have occurred with respect to any of the female 
1 

Backergunge: 
sacrifices which took place in this district during the past year. The police. officers n !~:~ : ~~ 
were present <?n every ~cc.asion, and the husbands were all in indigent circum-
stances, with eight exceptions. Decrease 18 

. . . . ·. . • . . , . . . Chittagong: 
In the dtstnct of Chtt~agong, mcludmg the JOmt magistracy of Noakolly, only In J825 - 9 

o~e in8tance of suttee is stated to have occurred, and that case does not appear to 1826 - 1 

have been attended by any remarkable circumstances. Decrease 8 

.. The twelve c~ses of suttee reported to have occ~rred during the past year In ~~!~Dacca: 8 
within the jurisdiction of the. city of D,acca, were of an ordinary nature, and do not 1826 : ~ 2 ' 

appear to call fo~ any particular comment. • 
. I>ecrea~e 6 

: The same remark is applicable to the three cases of suftee reported to have Daccn Jelalpore: 
occurred in the district of Dacca Jelalpore. The police officers were present in In ~~~~ 2 

each. instance, and no legal disability existed. ll - 3 
lnt:rea~e 1 

The court have satisfaction in observing, that these districts still continue free My~e·nsing and 
from human sacrifices. · Sylhel: 

ln 18125 . • o 
The 18~6 • o • 
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Tipperah: · . The fo~r suttees reported in the district of.T~pperah, took pla~e in the presence 
In 1 8~5- :- 8 ?f the pohce offi.cers. The husbands of the vtctims are represented as having been 

~~~6 . - · 4 m respectable ctrcumstances. . · 

7 ·Decrease· . 4 

MooRsH.EDA:BAD DxvJSION. · 

Beerllb'oom: THE · 1' ffi · t t 11 th r :1! h' h · In 18!l5 . ;.. ··. 1 : : .. ·.. po IC~ o ~ers.w~.r~ presen a. a e !I)UF sacrrnces w 1c ~re reported: to 
1826. .. 4 have occurred m thts d1stnct, and n~thmg particularly wp-rthy .of no!1ce appears to 

. - ~ave attended any of them. One w1dow who had formed an mtent10n of destroy.:.· 
ln«rease • ~ mg herself, was prev.ented by th~ dissuasion of the police officers. · · 

Bhaugulpore, Mongbier : . · · ' · · · . · · . · . · . 

· In ~8:5JJin~gepo~: 0 
· • 1h~ ~istriets. of B~augu~ P.ore and. Dinagepore, including those portions of. the 

18-1() - . .: o JUrlsdictlon subJ~Ct to the JOint magistrates of Maldah and Moonghier, continue, 
· M.ddab :. . the court are happy to find, to be free from human sacrifice. 

. In 18~5 .. - - 1 · . . 
ltl26 - ·• 0 ' . 

·c·t. MD~creh~deb. d
1
• ·. : No remark is necessary. The police officers were present, and no legal imp·e-

1 :y oors e a a • d' . d h . d . f h 
~u 1825 • · ·.:. 6 1ment 1s state to ave extste m any o t e· cases. 

1826 .- ' • 4 . . 

p~e~e ~ .. I~ ~o. on,e of.the jurisdlc~ions ·specified in t~e margi~, . is: an in~tance· of suttee 
n~·s~~::a~a oo- s~ated to .. have ,o~curred d~r,ng .the past year. ' ~n the ye~r prece~ing,·two were, 

~ra,' Ru;gpor:. · reported m Pu~neah, two 1ti Rajshahye, and one In Rungpor!!. . . ·. 
' • J, 

Ia IB2~eha::·: 1 •·. THE 'o~1y circumstance w~rthy of notice, w1th respect to .t~ese .sacrifi.ces, is, t~ai' 
1,8!.1~ .•.... 3. m no ~ne mstanc.e do the poh~e offi.cers appear to have received ttmely mformat10n· 
· · · - of the mtended rlte. One widow 1s stated to have been aged only 16. 

Increase ·. 2 ·.' ... ~ . , · 

· City Patna : · · 
· In 1825 -· · 2 

18!16. - 4 
No particular remark~ The police officers were present; but their dissuasions 

were unavailing~ .: . . - . . . ·. . · .. -
. lnc,rease· 2 

. 'in' all the.twenty-two cases reported from this district, the sacrifices were con-
. In ~~~~ukp~re: 

9 
s~mmat~d before t~e ar~iva1 o~ the police o~cers ·; . but there does not appea.r to 

i826 · • ·. 22 have existed any legal 1mped1ment. Th~ widows had, for the most part, attamed 
· ; · ~- to·an adva:r;1Ced'age, and were in poor circumstances. ·. . . 

Increase· 13 

. Ramgurht ·'No remark. 
In 1825 -, o 

18~6 • 3 
... , . , ,, ''; .... : 

Incr~as~ 3 In this district there is reporte<]:to have occurred an instance of illegal suttee, 
In 18~ar!J~ =. 15 the widow being only 12 years of age. The pundit of the court ia stated to have 

1826 " . 10 pronounced the act to be legal; but the COtH't are glad to find that the present 
. · · - magi~trate .ha~ -discontinue.d the practice of consulting his pundit on p~rticl).Jar 
Decrease 5. occas10ns, whiCh are provided· for by the general rules already promulg~ted. 
. A· curious· case is 'recorded of a woman named Dumree, ·who is reported to have 

attained the age of 1 oo y'e~Hs, and to have burnt herself without the assistance of 
·any person, ten years and upwards after the husband's death, with a wooden shoe 
and turban belonging to .him, which she had kept ever since his death.:. · . 

Shahabad: . ·In· three of the instances reported to have occurred in this district, ·the victims 
Jn 1825 - .2o were widows of sepoys. It does not appear that the po)ice officers we~e present 

1826 
_- _::_ on any occasion but one. In three of the cases the sacrifices were illegal; and 

. Increase !3 in one ·of those three, in which the victim was only nine years ·of age, and only 
. ' betrothed, but not married to the deceased, the parties assisting appear to ·have: 

• b~en committed to the court ·of Circuit, and punished by three years imprisonment. 

Tirhoot: 
n 18~5 • o 
: 18~Q. .. I 

lncrea.ae 1 . . ' 

In this dis~rict it is reported' that no . less ~~an eight intended sacrifices were pre
vented ; five by the interference of the pohce officers, and three by means of the 
friends of p~rties. 

No remark.· . 
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. . ·. i 

BAREILLY· DIVISION .. 
BENGAL. 

;.~. 

NoTHING particular occurred with respect to the singie s~tte.e ~epo~t~d to h~ve . A grab; 
taken place in this district.· ·rh~ relatio:ns of t~e wom.~n, and of her h.usband, are In 1825 • 1 
stated to have endeavoured to dissuade her from carrymg her purpose mto effect. 1826 • 1 

::The ~-arne remark. is ~pp1icabl~ to .. this· c~se ! . severa~ ~respect~ble: . Hindoo. In 1 ~~igurli: .. '2 

zumeendars are stated to have remonstrated ·unavatlmgly w1th the w1dow. · · 1s26 • . 1 
. ' . . , . ' ' . . . . . . 

No instance of suttee i~ rep~rted to. ha\·e occurred In the Bareilly district, in.. Decre~se ." 1 

eluding the jurisdiction of Shahjehanpore ancl. Pelibhe~t.. _In t?e·.ye~r .preceding In 18~_;re'~Y • 1 
one female sacrifice was reported to have occurred w1thm the JUrisatctton of the. 1826 • 0 

joint magjstrate of Shahjehal)pore. . · 
.Decrease 1 

No remark. . CawnptJre: 
• In 18!25 • 6 

1826 • :a 

. ]n this district, including its joint magistracy, only one ·instance of female Decrease 4 
sacrifice, is stated to have occurred. In that case no illegal disability appears to I::tawab: 
have existed; a~d the police ~ffic~rs and zemi!ldars are state~ to have done all in In!~:~ : ~ 
their power to dissuade ·the widow from fulfilling her purpose. . 

• • • • ·. . • • Decrease 4 
In these JUrisdictions no mstance of suttee took place durmg the past year ; Furruckabad, Moo· 

and the three joint magi"'tracies also specified in the margin, appear ~o be equally radabad Nuggeena, 
free from th~ practice. The circumstances attendant i~ the prevention. of, an.. ll!e":Jtt n~d 
intended.'sacrifice, by Mr. Okeden, the acting magistrate of Moradabad, we~~ M~~:~u:n:g;;, 
commumcated to government by that gentleman on the 10th of May 1826. ·. Sirpoora and Bela. 

There does not appear to have been any thing illegal or remarkable in the thre~ Seba;unpore: 
instances ·of suttee which took place in this district. The police officers were In 18~5 .. 1 
present on each occasion, but their interferenc~ was unavailing. . 1826 - 3 

f 

BENARES DrviSION. 

Increase ~ 

THE sacrifices which occmi-ed during the.pastyear in the district ~f Allahabad, 1 . :nahabad: 
do not appear to call for any particular comment. It \\·ill be seen that they were n !s:~ - ; 
only three in number, and that the parties were of an inferior rank in life. Increase 1 

Only one.suttee occurred in this jurisdictio~ during the past year. The widow Futtehpore: 
had attained the age of seventy, and was in poor circumstances. In~~!~ : : 

Decrease-~ 
The parties who were committed to take their trial for assisting at the illegal 

suttee reported from this district, were sentenced on the 8th of May la.St; by the 
1 

B~ndelkhuncl: . 
Nizamut Adawlut, to five years· imprisonment each· with hard labour •. It will be n ~~a:~ : ! 
observ~d, that one woman retracted, after having expressed her determination (i)£ 
~ecommg a sut~ee. 

The sacrifice reported to have occu~ed in this jurisdiction, does not ~ppear to Bnndelkhund, 
have been al~ogether regular; but due measures were adopted by the magistrates In 182~· ~: 0 
on the occasiOn.. 1826 • 1 

.. Four intended sacrifices were preventea within the jurisdiction of the city during Increa.<;e 1 
the ~ast year; ?f the suttees. '_Vhtch actually occurred no one appears ?eserving of City Benares : . 
. parttcular mention. The poltce officers were present on every occas10n but one, .In 181'15 • 17 
and with one exception the deceased husbands are represented as having been in 1826 - 15 
poor or middling circumstances. · 

Decrea~;e 2 

· Four instances of illegal suttee are reported to have occurred within this juris- ·Ghazepoot: 
diction during the past ;rear, of. which, however, the magistrate reports that he has In 18~t5 u 
'taken due notice. No less than nine intended sacrifices were prevented by the 18 :~6 .. 19 
interference of the police. · · . Decrease 2 

Of the five suttees report~d to have occurred within the jurisdiction 'of this joint A'zimghur: 
magistracy during the past year, two were illegal, and the parties who were proved fn.t8'l5 3 
to have aided therein were subject·to short imprisonment by the magistrate. 1826 " s 

178. S 3 • The · Increase-;-
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BENGAL. The suttees which occurred in Mirzapoor during the past year ~re of an 
~ ordinary nature, and do not call for any particular remark. 

Mirzapoor: 
In 1825 • 9 

18!:!6 ~ 3 

· Decrease 6 

The jurisdiction of the magistrate cf J uanpore, the court have. much satisfaction 
in stating, continues to be free from the practice of snttee., . 

r 

' GENERAL REMARKS BY THE Couni'. 

· · I HA V.E no observation to add: the question is precisely the same as for the many 
past years, unles~. the present may be deemed a favourable opportunity to check 
the practice. It is. not, for instance, easy to see why so odious a practice -should 
be ~tole·rated in Juanpore, where it would seem to be held in abhorrence; or why 
its introduction there should be left to hazard or caprice • 

. ; . (signed) · 1¥. Leycester. 

· The second judge, Mr. Courtney Smith, begs to refer to his former minutes on 
this subject, which expressed an opinion, not weakened but strengthened, by further 
observations and experience, that the entire suppression of this cruel and atrocious 
usage is at all. times in the -power of the local government. · . 

· (signed) C. Smith. · 

I am of my former opinion, that· the less the subject is agitated the better, SQ 
long as the practice is allo~ed to exist. · . . ... 

(stgned) C. T. "Sealy. 

The fifth judge refers to his minute on the suttee ·report for 1825, and desires, 
· on the present occasion, again to express his opinion that no solid reason exists 
f9r permitt~ng th~ continuance .of _this cruel and barbarous practice~ · · 

(True Extract,) 

(signed) A. •. Ross. 

w.· H. Macnae;hten, 
Registef. 



DETAILED STATEMENT of SuTTEES or HINDOO WIDows, who were burnt or buried alive with their deceased Husbands in the several Zillahs and Cities, during the Year 1826; 
· Compiled from the Report of the Magistr~tes. · 

D IV I S I 0 N 0 F CALCUTT A. 

Names or Names and Caste of Profession and Circumstances or lu what 
ZILLAHS. SUTTEES. Age. CASTE. their Husbands. the Husband. 

Date of Burning. 
Police Jurisdiction. REMARKS. 

Burd\o;'an • - 45 1.-Mussummaut 
.}75. 

Harry - - Saurtuck,. harry - - • husbandry; leaving a· son 3 January 1826 Raina - . --in this case the woman burnt with the 
Bishenprea above 18 years of age, and body of her husband. The police officers 

property to the amount of. were present on the occasion. 

2.-Do Chundmunee 70 
6o rupees. 

" Bunick - - Ramchund, bunick ... - labourer; leaving 3 chil:- · 7 - - Poobthul - . -·ditto - . ditto - - ditto. 
dren, all above 20 years of 
age; no property. 

3·-D" Dokheena - 25 Brahmin - - Nobkoomiu-, bhut- - - service; leaving property : 8 - - Ambooa - - - ~ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 
tacharjee. to the amount of t,ooo ru-' 

pees ; no children. 

4.-D0 Bughbutty • 40 Sutgope - - Bindabun, mum- - - husbandry ; leaving a 16 - - Muntissur - --ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 
dul. daughter, of age ; no pro-

perty. . 
Poobthul - - -ditto s.-D0 Pudabutty • 45 no - - Gour, ghose - • • husbandry ; leaving pro- 19 - - - - - ditto - - ditto. 

perty to the amount of· 4 
rupees and 1 i annas ; no 
children. 

6.-Do Ulka - - 70 Mallee - .. Ramkuntb, mal- - - labourer ; leaving 5 boys 7 February - Town - . - • • di_tto - - ditto . • - ditto. 
.., lee • and 4 daughters, all of age ; 

and property to the amount 
of 184 rupees. 

Indos - -ditto 7 .-D• Bhyrobee - 22 Brahmin . - Ramgosa.in - • no profession ; lea$g 10 - - - - - - ditto . - ditto. 
property to the amount of 
300 rupees ; no children. 

8.-Do Jugdessuree no - Puncha~un,. - - n,o profession ; leaving 4 Ambooa ··ditto ditto ditto. 50 - . 11 - - .. . - - - . 
chuckurbutty. boys and a daughter, all -above 20 years of age, and 

property to the amount of. .. 

g.-D0 Sunkuree 
700 rupees. · 

Gangouea ··ditto - 70 Bagdee - - Bhugeerut, bag- --labourer; leaving4daugh- 14 - - . - . ditto - ~ ditto. 
dee. ters, all of age ; no property. - .. ~ -. . 

. . lo.-D6 Tarramunee 70 Napit - - Sudanlpld, napit - ·--husbandry; leaving a son, 18 - - Potenah . .- ·-ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 
of age, and property to the 

I 
amount of 7 3 rupees, 8 annas. 

(continued) 



' 
nxvlSION OF PALCUTTA.-continued. - Names and Coste of' 

CASTE. Names or their Husbands~ 
Z1LLAIIS1' SUTTEES. Age. 

Burdwan--- - u.-MussumtMun-} so Brahmin . . Punchanun, ban-
continued. gullah Debbea oorjea. -

.. 

12·•-Dn Kreemuttee 50 l no·. . . Sumboo; chutter-
and J j jea. 

· 13.-0° Ku~la • tJ8 ! 

. 14.-Do - S~nkuree r so J)o .• ~ 

Nillmunee, moker-. . 
Debb1a - jea. 

.. 

15.-D0 Ulka - • 57. Roeth - . Bislooram, sein -

r .. 
.. 

16~-D0 • Sunkuree} 71 
no. Budadhur, sein . - -

Dossee • 

: .. 
.. 

'7 .-D° Kettomunee so Buddee - . Kisher Kunth, ku-
burauz •. . 

18 .... n• Anund • 30 Chootar . . Sreedar, chootar 
' 

1g.-D0 Bedbutty .-· 45 Buddee . Kallee Sqnkur, sein 

J 
20.-D• Dinoomae .. 2!2 Aghree .. . Sonatan, sawunt 

.. 

:Profession and Circ~mstances of· In what 
I 

tbe Husband.' Date or .Buroing. Pollee 1urisdiction •.. 

: ~ no profession·; leaving a . 25 February 1826 . Ambooa . . 
son above 38 years ··of agei . . 
arid property to the amount . ' 

' 
of 700 ropees. '. · '· • . ' l 

:.: • service; leaving property g'•/. - - D .. . . 
to the amount of 31000 TU• ~ . 
pees ; :n~ children. · : 

' " .6.1f.tarch no - • service ; leaving a boy - : . .• 

:·and a daughter, all above 
: 30 years of age, · and pro-
perty to the amount of 500 .. 

:rupees, . . 

. ~ • service ; .leaving a boy 15 ... .. ; Sulnmabad . 
and 2 daughters, all above 
20 years ·Of age, and pro-
perty to the a~?uut of .200 

I 

rupees. - · • 
18" Raena • • trader; 'leaving 2 boys ... - . - -., 

and 2 daughters, all above · 
23 years of age, and pro- I 

perty to the amount of . . 
a,ooo rupees. . 

. Aosgaon • - service ; leaving 2 · boys 29 - - . . 
and 4 daughters, all above 
18 ~ears of af.e ; lackheraj ·- .. 
Ian s, and ot er property, 
to the amount of 1,ooo 
rupees. 

24 April Ambooa - - carpepter ; leaving a - .;. . 
daughter above 18 years of 
age, and property to . the 
amount of 100 rupees. 

--·husbandry; leaving 2 24 - - Poobthui • . 
boys and 11 daughters, all 
~bove 7 years of age, and 
property to the amount of 
s6 rupees. 

Raena -- husbandry; leaving ro· 25 - - . . 
perty to the amount o 50 
rupees ; no children. 

' 

REMARKS. 
I 

· • • in this case the woman burnt with the 
body o~ her husband. The police officers 
were present on the occasion. 

-*-ditto .• . ditto· .: . ditto. 

.•• dittO' . I' ditto . . ditto. 

. 
··ditto . . ditto - - ditto. . 

- .. .. ' 

•- ditto .. .. ditto - .. ditto. 

~ 

• • ditto . - ditto . . ditto. 

--ditto . . ditto . .. ditto. 

· •• ditto - . ditto - . ditto. 

- - ditto . . ditto .. .. ditto. 

J 
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. 21.-D., RaussoQ -·so Bunick Bhanruth, holdar • - shopkeeper; leaving a 11 May Ambooa - ditto - . ditto . . ditto. 
boy and 3 daughters, · all 
above 25 years of age, and 
property to the amount· of 

2it-D0 Audermunee l32 Roetl1 · Rhamtanoo, bose 
1,ooo rupees. 

16 Indos ditto ditto ditto. . · - ·service; leaving property ,.. -
to the amount of 208 ru-

23.-D0 Ranjoo Gowala Se~vukrnm, ghose 
pees ; no children; 

28 Ambooa ditto ditto ditto. - 75. ·-husbandry; leaving a son - - . 
above 25 years of age, and 
property to the amount of 

24.-D0 Tinesuree - 19 Koomar Kalloo, koomar • 
200 rup\'!es. 

5 June Sulumabad ditto ditto· ditto. . - - - labourer; leaving no pro- - -
25.-D0 Rebutty Brahmin 

perty or .children. 
16 Gangoonua ditto ditto ditto. 

~ 
- 42 - Huree Churn, ba- - • husbandry ; leaving 3 - . ~ 

noorjea. daughters,. all ·of age, and s property to the mp.ount of 

26.-D0 Raemunee Tamooly • 
197 rupees. · 

Ambooa ditto ditto ditto. · 
~ 

- 30 Shadoo Churn, • • shopkeeper; leaving a boy. 26 - .. . - .< 
tamooly. and a daughter, all above 5 ~ 

years of age, and property to 1-j• 

27.-D0 Shamah Sutgope Panchoo, sawant 
the amount of 7,ooo.rupees. 

Ditto Potenah ditto ditto ditto. 
·o 

·.40 . . • - husbandry ; leaving pro- . . . 
perty to the amount of 198 t:t: -28.-D• Koorany Tellee Nuffer, tellee 
rupees ; no children. . no ditto ditto ditto. z • 70 - • • husbandry ; le11ving a 29 - . 

~ 
boy and 3 daufhters, all 0 
above 30 years o ageJ and 0 
property to the amount of 

~ 
29.-D• Soodamunee 40 Chundall • Sumboo, chundall 

77 rupees. 
12 July Ambooa dittQ ditto ditto. . • - husbandry ; · leaving 2 . - . . . -bo..rs and 2 da1-1ghters, all t:' 

above 10 years of age, and 0 
property to the amount of ~ 

Brahmin 
100 rupees. ~ 

30 -D0 Purmessure 39 .. Punchanund, - - husbandry ; leaving 2 t6 Indos ditto - . ditto ditto. 
mookerjt!a. boys and 2 daughters, .all 

above 16 years of age, and 
property to t~e amount of 

31.-Do Taramanee - 20 Roeth Ramchund, bose 
200 rupees. 

ditto ditto ditto. - - - service ; leaving a child 22 Ambooa . - . .. . 
of 7 years old, and property 
to the amount of 392 ru-

32-Do Soomitreea • 30 Brahmin Umbika Churn, 
pees. 

1 August Balkishen • ditto ditto ditto. . - • No profession; leaving . . . . 
thakoree. 2 boys and a daughter, all 

above 4 years of age, and 50 
beegahs of bermoter land. .... 

(contz'nued) .flo. 
~, 



DIVISION OF CALCUTTA-continued. I - . 
- CASTE. 

Names and Caste Profession and Circumstance' ,of In what 

Names of 
. . 

'of their Husbands. · the Husband. 
Date of Burning. l,olice Jurisdiction. RE:MAll.KS • 

ZILLAH~. SUTTEES. Age. -
. 

l~urdwan- 33.-Mussummaut } 50 . Mudduck • - :({ish en Mohun, - - shopkeeper ; leaving 3 6 August 1826 Ambooa . - ~ - in this case the woman burnt with the 
<~llltinurd. Dhugobutty • mudduck. boys and a daughter, all body pf her husband. The police officers 

above 9 years of age, and. were present on the occasion. 
property to the amount of 

Ramkoomar, san-
300 rupees. . 

1 sept. no. ditto. ' 34.-D0 Derpoomae • 28 Shankary - . • • labourer ; leaving a boy - - . ditto - . ditto . . 
kary. and 2_ daughters, all above 

• 9 years of age, and property 

Kishen Chund, 
to the amount of 100 rupees. 

ditto. 35·-D' Rammunie - 55. Aghree . - . • • no profession ; leaving 3 N Ditto - Cutwa . .. ditto - - ditto . -
sain. boys and 2 daughters, all 

above 11 years of age, an~ .... 
property. to the amount of 

36 -D0 Bhoabunes'} 70 
Brahmin Ramtunoo, ban-

2,ooo rupees. 
.~5 Sept. ditto ditto ditto. - .. - - service ; leaving a boy - Ambooa • - - . - -

· suree - • oorjea. and a. daughter, all above ., 
20 years· of age, and pro- ' 
perty to the amount of 500 

Khittoo, nack 
rupees. 

Ditto ditto ditto. 3i·-D0 Bicl1ittrua .·55 Sutgope . - . • - husbandry ; leaving no - - Potenah . . ditto - . - -
children, and no property. 

\ 

38.-D" Digamburee 6o Brahmin - - Kalla Chund, mo- • • service ; leaving a daugh- 28 - - Poobthul - - ditto - . ditto - - ditto. 
kerjea. ter and a boy, all above 20 

years of age, and property · 
to the amount of 1,200 ru- · 

ag.:..po Saut Connee 65 
pees. 

ditto ditto ditto. Chundall • - Gurtgaram, chun- - • labourer ; leaving . a 10 October -. Sulamabad - - - - -
' 

dall. daughter about 20 years of 
age, and property to the 
amount of 6 rupees. 

ditto ditto ditto. 40.-D" Surrissutty - So Tanty - - Nethai, doss . ·• - weaver ; leaving 3 boys 29 - - Indos - . - - - -
and 4 daughters, all above 

I 

20 years of age, and ·pro- • 
· perty to the amount of 500 
rupees. . 

ditto ditto·, • ditto. 41.-:D" Dy a Mae • 36 Sutgope . - Ramchund; koo- .• - husbandry; leaving a · 6November- Ambooa . . - . . 
mer. daughter, above 12 years of 

age, and property to the , 

42.-Do Dissassuree • 
amount of 1,ooo rupees. 

ditto ditto. '25 Brahmin . . Ramchunder, • • no profession ; leaving 20 - - no. . - ditto . - - -
mookerjea. property to the amount of 

500 rupees ; no chilfh:en. ... 
' 

' 



Hoogl1ly 

43.-D0 Soomitria • 70 Kotal 

44·-0° Sonamunee . 6o Tellee 

45.-Do Gopessuree ·so Sonar 

1.-Musst Poontee So Kybert 

2.-Do Manooka } fO 
Dosse -

Tellee 

3.-D0 Sunkoonee } 
45 Deby • •. 

Brahmin -

.J..-Do Punohee • 35 N~pit • 

s.-Do Purbuttee } 
75 Deby. -

6.-D• Kuroona 
Deby -

7.-D• Bissenmony 70 

8.-0° Oomamoee} · 
Deby • • 30 

g.-D~ Sobagee } 
6 Dossee - . 5 

Brahmin -

Koomar -

Brahmin • 

Sutgoup .. 

10.-D" Rookkumy • 70 · TeHee • 

- Doolal, packe • • • chawkacl!u·ee; leaving a 
• child, of age ; no property. 

• Raj sib, koona - • .. shopkeeper; leaving 3 
· boys and 3 daughters, all 
· above 20 years of age, and 
property to the amount of 
f,ooo rupees. 

• Ramkonhae, sonar • • goldsmith ; leaving !Z 
boys and a daughter, all 
above 20 years of age, and 
property to the amount of 
100 rupees. 

27 November -

23 December-

31 

'Balkishen 

Arubooa • 

• Bechoo, baig - husbandman; poor • - • 2'.1 December 18'.15 Bydbattee 

Rammohun Dey, paddy trader; poor .. 
tellee, 

6 January 1826 Benipore -

• Gossain, chucur- joymanee; poor 
bullee. -

• Ramtunoo, napit b~rbcr; poor - . -

.. Kebulmm, elm- service ; miduling -
toorjeel\, 

8 

- 10 -

• I 11 -

• Chucooram, ba-
• noorjea. 

- - being a coolin brahmin, 15 
was supported by his father-
in law; poor. 

- Mamkram, koo-
mar. 

• - seller of earthen pots ; 17 
poor. 

• Mudun Mohun, service; opulent 
mookergis. 

• 25 -

" Pritram Paul, 
sutgoup. 

Connyee Dey, 
tellee. 

husbanc}man ; poor - • 4 February -

shopkeeper; opulent 5 

Jehanabad 

Hooghly • 

Bydbattee 

Benipore • 

Dewangunge 

Bydbattee 

Beniporc -

Bydbattee 

ditto • . • ditto • • ditto. 

ditto • • ditto • - ditto. 

ditto • • ditto • • ditto. 

- • sahamurrun; she left 4 sons above 25 
years of age. Burnt in the presence of the 
village chowkeedar. 

This report was received from the darogah 
after despatching the report of last year to 
the court. 
-- sahamurrun; she left 3 sons and 1 
daughter, all above 1 :Z years. In the pre
sence of the police burkundoss. . 
• • sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons and 1 
daughter, above 19 years. In the pre 
sence of the police bnrkundoss . 
- - sahamurrun ; she left no children 
Burnt in the presence of the police mohurer 
and burkundoss. · 
•. - sahamnrrun ; she left 2 daughters, all 
above 25 years of age. In the presence of 
the police mohurer and burkundoss. 
- - sahamurrun; she left 4 daughters, above 
21 years. In the presence of the police 
bw·kundoss. 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons and 2 

daughters, all above 20 years of age. In 
the presence of the police burkundoss. 
- .. sabamurrun; she left no children. In 
the p~;esence. of tbe police jumadar and 
burkundoss. . 
- - sahamurrun ; she left 1 son, 40 years 
of age. In the presence of the police bur 
kundoss. 

• . • • sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons, all above 
age. In the presence of the police bur 
kundoss. · 

(continued) 



DIVISION OF CALCtJTTA-eontinued. ' ,. 

-r-- CASTE. 
Names and Caste of ' Professiun and Circ~mst1mces or 

Da_te or Burning. 
In wbu.t 

·' 'REMARKS. 
Names of their Husbands. . the .Husband. Police Juri~diction •. ! 

ZILLAliS. S UTTE.ES. Age. ' '. 

Ilooghly- 11.-Mussummaut , } 49 
Koburaj . . ·Jugmohunz doss .. physician; middling 5 February 1826 Bansburia .. .. .;. sahamurrun '; she left ,!Z sons· and 3 

cout imwd. _ Sreemutee circumstancres. daugh~ers, the_youngest son son 3 and the 
others 19 years of age. The young· child 
taken in charge by the husband's brother, 

. . Benud, doss, under required engagement • 
- Burnt in the presence of police bur• 

G~dadhur, 
kundoss. · 

1 !li.-D0 Noyanee . 6o Gowallah • . go· .husbandman ; poor . 8 - - Jebanabad . sabamurrun·; .she left 1 son and 2 daugh· 
vallah. ters, all above 31 years of le. In the· 

' presence of the police burkun oss. 

13.-D0 Sreemotee }so Gwallah . . Ramkhanto, .• • seller of milk, &c.; mid- 15 - - Banbu'ria . • • sahamurrun ; she left 1 son· and r.1 

Dossee.. .. gwallah. dling. daughters, all above 18 years of age. In 
· the presence of the police burkundoss • . 

14.-D° Cumla Deby 50 Brahmin .. . Sudanund, cha'· service ; opulent . ... t6 - - .Bydbuttee .. • • sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and 2 

toorjea. · . • daughters,. all above 18 years of age • In . the presence of the police burkundoss • 
15.-D0 Sreemotee }40 

·Do .. . Naraup, cha· service ; ditto - - - 17 - .... n• - ~ • - sahamurrun i she left 1 son and 1 
·Deby .• • toorjea. .- daughter, both above 16 years age. In 

the presence of the police burkendoss. 
16.-D0

. Treepoora- }so no .. . Terrachund, ,· • supported by land ; mid- . Ditto - Uajapore • - - - sal1amtirrun'; she left two sons .and 1 
soondery De by chowdry. dling. · daughter, all above 2!ll years of age. In 

the presence of the police jummadar and 
burkundoss. · 

17 .-D• Degumburee 160 D" .. 
:} 

r -sahamumm ; MuSsummaut Degum· 
Ramlochun, } service ; middling 

buree Deby left a daughter, 25 years of 
Deby - ·J banoorjee. 

. . 19 - - Benipore - . age. They burnt it!- the presence of po-
18.-D• Cumla Deby so no .. lice burkundoss. · 
tg.-D0 Poontee - so Kansaree - Doorgapersaud, • - seller of brass plates; ~5 - - Bansbaria .. • - stihamurrun ; she left !.:1 daughters 

kansaree~ poor. above 17 ~ears of age. In the presence 
of the po ice darogah, mohurer and bur· 
kundoss. 

2o.-D0 Dheerah - So Baugdee . .. Ltikekanto, husb~ndman ; poor - . 161\Iarch -· Rajbulhath .. • • sabamuiTun ; she left 3 sons and 1 

baugdee. . daughter, .all above 25 years of age. In 
the presence of the police burkundoss. 

21.-D0 Parbutty - So Sutgoup .. .. Sasoolleeram - • husbandman ; middling 13 - - Bydbattee . - - sahamurrun; she left 5 sons and 3 
Ghose, sutgoup. circumstances. daughters, all above 39. years of age. 

Burnt in the presence of the police mo-
buret• and burl<undoss. 

22.-D0 'nemola. Deby 6o Duybug . - Asaaram, acl1ayea beggar ; poor - . . 17 - - Dagnar . - - - sahamuiTun; sl1e left 1. son, 32 ye~rs 
of age. In the presence of the pohce 
jumadar. 



.... 23.-D" Bisaenpria l6o Brahmin Ramkonuze, joymanee; middling 21 Hooghly - • - sahamurrun ; she left no children. In 
-r De by - -1 mookerjea .. 

the presence of the police pharudar and 

?0 burkundoss. 

24.-D~> Rookunee ... 6o Kayet Ramneshee service ; opulent. . 22 Dhuniacally ·- sahamurrun; she left 3 daughters, all 
above .20 years of age. In the presence of 

25.-D0 Sunkooree - 5o 
·~he police burkundoss. · 

Sutgoup - Konnye Ghose, husbandman; middling - 29 ~. Ghautal - - - sahamurrun ; she left 1 son and 1 

sutgoup. 
daughter, both above .12 years of age... In 
the presence of police jumadar. • 

26.-D0 Joydoorgah- 40 no Rujchunder Sir· paddy trader; po01· - +April · Benipore - - sahamurrun; she left 1 daughter, 5 

car, ditto. 
years of age. Burnt in the presence of 

2j.-D° Chintinu 
.. }6o 

the police burkundoss. 

Brahmin . Kishen Churn; • • suppot·ted by land; mid·· 8 Bagnan - - sahamurrun ; she left 1 · son and 3 ~ 
De by . hattjrah. dling. daughters, the youngest son is to, and· t;rj 

others 2 2 years of age. In the xresence t"" 
of the police jumadar and burkun oss. > 

28.-D0 Parbuttee -50 Sutgoup . Govindram cooly; poor - u Chundercona - ·• sahamurrun ; she left 1 daughter, 30 ~ 

Ghose, sutgoup. years of age; In the presence of the police 
......... 

< burkundoss. t:r:: 
2g.-D0 Doorga 

.}6o 
Tellee Pun chum Chera, husbandman ;. ditto - - 13 Rajb.ulhath • - sahamurrun ; she left · 1 . son and + 

Dossee- tellee. 
daughters, the youngest daughter 1 o, and 1-3 
others above 27 years of age. In the 0 

~ 30.-Do Soorjoinony 6o 

presence of the police burkundoss. :::= 
Tan tee ~alleepersa ud, weaver; ditto - - 1+ HU?'ipaul. . - - sahamurrun ; she left 3 daughters, all ...... 

CJ.l sam. above 18 years of age. ·In the. presence of z 
31.-D~» Pobittra ~}+s 

middling• • 

the police burkundoss. · ~ 
Tellee Shebuset - . merchandize ; 18 Rajapore - -- sahamurrun; she left 1.daughter, above 0 

Dossee 
22 years of age. In the presence of the ' 0 

a2.-Do Sreemony ·Fuquurchaud, shopkeeper ; poor 
police burkundoss. 

~ • so Kybert ··Ditto Bansbaria • • ~ sahamurrun ; she · left 2 sons and 2 

dosil. daughters, the youngest daughter 11, and ........ 

others 20 years of .age. In the ·presence t:1 
of police jumadar and burkundoss. 0 

33.-Do Radhamony} Brahmin . Ramchund, --service; middling cir- tg Bydbattee - - sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons and 1 · ~ 

Deby - - 32 mookerjee. cumstances, daughter, the sons ages respectively' 2, 8, · rn 
and u, the daughter 5 years. The young 
·children taken in charge by the husband's .. 
brother, Issurchqnder, mookerjea, under re-
quired engagement. Burnt in the presence 

3+·-D· Taroorany . }+s no Kishen Mohun1 
. no 

of .the police mohurer and burkundoss. 

- • • supported by land; opu- 26 • - sah!murrun ; she left no children. In 

Deby -· - mookerjea. · lent. · · ' the presence of the police mohurer and 
burkundoss . • 35.-D0 Ghandary • 16 Gwalla Cheeroo Paul, menial service ; poor . Ditto Jehanabad - • sahamurrun ; she left· no children. In 

36.-D•. Bundhoo 
.}22 

Brahmin 
gwalla. the presence of the police burkundoss. 

. Bisionath, goor- merchandize; middling - 2 May · Hooghly - - sahamurrun ; she left no children. 

De by . goory. Burnt in the· presence ·of the police pha-
rudar and burkundoss. - loOt 

(continued) .j:lo. 
<.0 



DIVISION OF CALCUTTA-continued. . ......._ Names' and Caste of Profession and Circumstances of In what " .. CASTE. 
their Husbands. 

·. Date of Burning. REMARKS. Names of 1 - • the HllSband. . ~~ . Police Jurisdiction. 
ZILLAHS. SUTTEES. Age. 

. . 
' 

Hooghly- 37.-Mussummaut. · }sa· Sutgoup - :' Ramsoondur shopkeeper; poor .. . 5 May 1826 Hooghly - - - • sahamurrun; she left 2 sons and 2 daugh· 
continued. Dossee •. • ~~~' su_tgoo~. · ters, 'all above 12 years of age. IIi the pre-- ' . . 

seuce of the police burkundoss. 
38.-D• Chunder- 1 Brahmin - . Ramsoondur, p.undit; middling .. . 13 - - Bydbattee . .• .,. sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons above as 

mony Deby ·J75 mookerjea. years o_f age. In the presence of the police 
r jumadar and. burkundoss. 

3g.-D0 Hurro Deby 3.5 no .. .. Gokool Chunder, supported by land; poor .. 23 - - Bagnan . - - .. sahamurrun; she left a son· 5 .years of 
; mo~kerjee. ... ·. \ age.· Burnt in the presence of thf! police 

' burkundoss. 
40.-D~ Phoolmony • 6o Tewer - - H urroram, tewer fisher ; poor - .. - 28 ... - Ghattal .. .. ... sahamurrun; she left 1 son and 3 daugh-

ters, all above 31 years of age. In the pre-

Sutgoup Siddessur, bakoo~ 
. sence of the police burkundoss . 

41.-Do Janookee • 52 - ·- cooly; poor ... -.. .. 2 June -· <.;hundercona ·- - • sahamurrun ; she left no children. In the 
lee, presenc.e of the police mohurer. •. 

fZ,-Do Hurromony- 'l7 Koomar .. - Monohur, kooma1• seller of ~arth~n pots ; ~oor 5 - - Rajbulhath .. • • sahamurrun ; she left a daughter 7 years .-
of age. Burnt in the Jcresence of the police ' 

Brahmin Cashunath, choi- .. • jojmanny ; middling cir· 
gomasta and burku!l oss. 

43·-D0 Sukhee 
·.}37 - . 10 -· - Bansbaria .. • - sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons, all above 

Dhebee • orbuttee. cumsfances. · - 1 o years of age. Burnt in the presence of ' the police burkundoss. 
44.-Do Parbuttee - 40 Joogee . - Go\rind, jogee . weaver ; poo1· - . .. 15 - - Benipore - .. .. • sahamurrun; she left 4 sons and 2 daugh· 

. . ters; the youngest daughter is 41 and others 
about 10 years of age. In the presence of 
the police mohu~er and burkundoss • 

45.-Do Bissenpria ~ 'J5 Kayot . . Gudadhur, bose -, menial service ; poor . tg - - Dewangunge .. ..; - ~ahamurrun ; she left a son 30 years of 
age. In the presence of the police bur-
kundoss. · 

46.-D0 Sagoory .. 45 Sutgoup - - Netoy M)lllick, husbandman ; poor • - 22 ·- - Chundercoona .. ... sahamurrun ; she left a daughter 25 
' sutgoup. years of age. Iri tl1e presence of the police 

· mohurer, jumadar and bw·kundoss. 
47·-0° Kissenprea } Brahmin . - Oomakanto, moo- husband1·y ; opulent - 1 July - Bydbattee .. . - - salmmurrun; she left 4 sons and 2 daugh· 

Deby - • 75 kerjea. ters, all above 32 years of age. In the pre-
sence of tl1e police mohurer, jwnadar and 
burkundoss. 

48.-0° Dropodee • 75 Sutgou~ - .. Govurdhur, ghose husbandman ; poor · • .. 2 - -· Cliundercoona - ... sahamurrun ; she left 1 son and 4- daugh-
: ters, all above age. In the presence of the 

49.-Do Obhoyah 
.}75 

Doybug 
police burkundoss . . .. . Jugurnath, ochar; supported by land ; poor • 4 - ' - Rajbulhath .. ... sahamurrun; sl1e left 1 son and 3 daugh· 

Deby • jee. ters, all above 32 years of age. In the pre-
sence of the police burkundoss. 

' 



so.-no ·Pudmobutee · 40 Do urn . Mul~un Kalindy, basket-maker ; poor 5 - Ch~ndercona • • sahamurrun ; she left 1 son and 3 daugh· 
'l doum. ters, all above 9 years of age. Burnt in the-~r.. 

presence of the police burkundoss. 
tt-D• Kiss.enmony }so Brahmin . Ramjee, gossai~ husbandry; poor .. 6 - Gbattal • • sahamurrun ; she left 6 sons and 3 daugh-

Deby • • · ters, all above 1 2 year$. of age. In the pre-
sence of the police burkundoss. 

52.-Dc Sunkory Deby 50 no. Ramchurn, ba- brick-mercha~t; .poor 10 - Bydbattee • • sahamurrun; she left 2 sons and 3 daugh-
noorjea. ters~ the younger 11 and the other 16 years 

of' age. In the presence of the police juma· 
· dar and burkundoss. ' 

53.-D0 Brinda Dossee6o Kayot Nukoor, sircar • menial service ; poor 13 - 1 Bansbaria • - sahamurrun; she left 3 daughters, all 
above24 years of age. Burnt in the presence 

Jahanabad 
of the police pharudar and burkundoss. 

54.-D0 Rammony 140 Brahmif! . . Rammohun, bhulla joy.manee ; middling lf - • • sahamurrun; she left 3 sons and 1 daugh-
~ Deby - •1 ter, all above 8 years of age. In the pre .. M 

Ghattal 
sence of the police burkundoss. t"'1 ss:-Do Gandahree • So Kayot . Nundomohun, sain menial service ; poor 2'2 - - • sahamurrun ; she left 1 son and 1 tlau~h- -> 
ter, both abov!,'l 25 years of age. In· the 1-3 
presence of the police burkundoss. ....... 

Olloobaria < 56.-Do Rutunmory • 32 Chundall - - Ramchurn, chung husbandman ; poor - 25 - • • sahamurrun; she left a daughter of 1d tr:l 
years of age. In the presence of the police 

~ jummadar and burkundoss. · ~ 57.-D0 Unno • - ·6o Kybert Radhajewan, ditto - . ditto • '27 - Ditto • • sahamurrun; she left 5 sons and 3 daugh- 0 -+- santrah. t~rs, all above 9 years of age. Burnt in the = presence of the police burkundoss. ~ 
-58.-D0 Anundmoney } 25 

Brahmin . . Doorgapers.ad, supported by land ; opulent !Zg - Bydbattee • • sahamurrun; she left no children~ In the z 
Deby • • mooke1jea. 

1 resence of the police mohurer and bur- t; 
undoss. . 0 

59.-Do Samasoon· }
25 

no Ramjewun, chu- ditto . ditto - 7 August Ditto • • sahamurrun; she left a son 6 years of 0 
uoryDeby • corbuttee. age. In the presence of the police mohtl.rer 

~ and burkundoss. . 
~ 6o.-D0 Tarceny . • so Kuburaj - ~ Prankissen, buxee landholder .. ditto - 9 Ditto • • sahamurrun ; she left no children. In t; 

the presence of the police mohurer and 0 burkundoss. 
~ 61.-Do Juggessory • 40 Kayot Sham, bose - labourer ; poor .. • Ditto· Benipore - • • sahamurrun; she left no children. Burnt 
~ in the presence of the police burkundoss .. 62.-D0 Janookee .}1s Brahmin . Purmanund, sid- supported by land ; opulent 12 August Bydbattee • .. sahamurrun; she left a sons and 1 daugh·· De by . dhaut • ter, all above 25 years of age. In the pre• 

sence of the police darogah, jumadar and 
burkundoss. 63.-no Panchee De by 40 no •' . Panchoo, tacoor niinister; poor 13 Chundercona ~ .. sahamurrun; she left uon and 2 daugh· 
ters, the youngest daughter 7, and others· 
above 10 years of age. In the presence of 

64.-Do Doorga Kayot Bhugbuthram1 Bans haria 
the police jumadar. 

• 55 service; middling circum- 15 ·- sahamurrun; she left 1 son and 2 daugh-
ghose. stances. ters, all above 20 ~ears of age. Burnt in 

the presence of t e police . pharudar and 
burkundoss. · ... 

(continued) t.T4 

""" 



DIVISION OF CALCTJTTA-eontinued. 

ZILLAHS. 

Uooghly~ 
continued. 

--· CASTE. 

I 

Names of 
S U'l'TEE.S. Age. 

65.-Mu~st Parbuttee } 76 · Muduk 
D,ossee • • 

66.-0° Sarootee • 6o Sutgoup • 

67.-no Kissoree 
Dosse - } 

Kayot 
.74 

68,-Do - . Soorjomony}40 Brahmin -
Deby - -

6g.-D0 Bhobuttee • 6o Koomar • 

70.-D0 Purresh • 6o Jurgar • 

']t.-0° Ramonony • 6o Kayot • 

72.-D0 
• Rammony}3~ Dossee • • 

73.-D• • Tacooramy}so Brahmin • 
Dossee Dcby .; 

74• D• • Soobadhara~70 D• ~ 
Deby • • 

75.-D• - Kissenprea 6 no_. 
· Deby • -J 0 

76.-D• Sokee Deby ·5 D• • 

77.-D• • Rammonyl.
50 

D• • 
Deby - -_( 

•. . 
Names ~nd Caste of 

their Husbands. 

Bancharam, 
muduk. • 

Pa·ofession and Circumatances or 
the Husband. 

• - confectioner; middling 
circumstances. · 

Date or Burning. 

16 Augt;tst 1826 
~ 

Shebu, soon - husbimdman ; poor -

Casheenath, sir· husbandry ; ~~ddling 

- 17 -

18 
car~ 

--supported by land; opu- I_Sept. 
lent. · 

• Gungeadlmr, 
mookerjee. 

• Punchanun, koo- - - seller of ·earthen pots ; 24 
mar. poor. 

.. 
• Rampersad, jut·· goldsmith ; middling 

gur. 

Salchund, paul menial service; middling - 28 

Surroop, bose - service; middling • 

• Ramtunoo, cl1a• service ; opulent 
toorjee. 

• }Ramchunder, 
• banoorjee. 

Anudchunder, 
banoorjee. 

}set·vice ; middling • 

service; opulent 

• 3 October -

- 11 -

• 12 -

• 13 

• Casheenath, 
banoorjee. 

supported by land; opulent 14 -

In what 
Police Jurisdiction. REMARKS.· 

Bansbaria 

Hooghly • 

Jehanabad 

. Bybattee • 

Chinsurah 

Bansbaria 

oo ~ 

Bydba~tee 

Bansbaria 

Benipore ~ 

Bydbattee 

. . 
• • sahamurrun; she left"' t' son and !Z 
daught~rs, all above 37 years of age. In 
the presence of the police darogah and 
burkundoss. · 
• • sahamurrun ; she left no children. In 
the presenre of the po_lice mohurer. 
• • sahatnurrun ; · she left 1 son and · 4 
. daughters, above 38 years of age.· In the 
presence of the police burkundoss. 

- - saha-murren ; she left 1 son and . 4 
daughters, both above 12 years. . In the 
presence of the police mohurer and bur· 
kundoss. 
- • sahamurrun ; she left 4 sons above 21 
years. In the presence of the police bur-
kundoss. · 
- • sahamurrun; she left 1 son and 1 daugh~ 
ter above 25 years of age. In the presen·ce 
of the police muhurer, jummadar and bur
kundoss. 
• • sal1amurrun; she left no cl)ildren. In 
the presence of the police burkundoss . 
• • sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and 1 
daughter, the sons ages respectively 5 and 8, 
the daughter 14. Burnt in the presence 
of the police jumadar and burkundoss. 

• • sahamurrun ; she left 2 daughters above 
25 years. In the presence of the police 
mohurer and burkundoss. 

{ 

• - sahamurrun; Mussummaut Soobadhara 
Deby ]eft a son 50 years of age, and l\lus-

• summaut Kissenprea Deby left 2,sonsabove 
12 years of age. Burnt in the presence 
of the police jumadar and burkundoss. · 
• - sahamurrun ; she left 1 son 25 years 
of age. Burnt in the presence of the 
police burkundots. 
- • sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and 1:1 

·daughters above 12 years of age. In the 
presence of the police ·mohurer and bur
kundoss. 



... 78.-~eb; B~~te~};~z. Brahmin • 

79.-Do Joyah Dossa ,. 24 Kayot 

So.-D• • Gourmony} Brahmin 
Deby • • 3~ 

81.-D0 Bendarany • 6o Sutgoup • 

8z.-D0 Goopee - • 50 Jurgar 

83.-D• • Sukkeepria'\
30

· Brahmin 
Deby- . • • J 

84.-D" Muhunemony}7o 
Deby. - • • -

8s.-D• • Kuroana}so Tantee 
• Dossee - • -

86.-Do. Bhurgobutee, 19 Kayot 

87.-D0 Burmornsee - 50 Bagdee 

88.-Do - Parbuttee1
6 

Deby •• -1 ° Brahmin: 

89.-D• _G~~e~}zs Tan tee 
Dossee 

-

·. 

Mudhoosoodun, • - menial service · 
mookerjea. 

15 October 1826 · Bydbattee · 

Prankissen, ghose - . service ; mi~dling - !34 

Ramdhun, bhut- •• joymanee ; ~iddling . Ditto 
tacharjee. 

Sreemunt, roy - • - husbandman ; poor • .z6 

Ramtnnoo, jur- - - goldsmith ; opulent - 129 
gur •. 

Nelloo, tacoor ·• - • joymanee; poor .. . 2 November-

Dookheiram, roy • • supported by land ; opu- 3 
lent. 

Sham, pshur' - - • weaver ; poor - 4 

Muddoosoodun, • • service; opulent • 
bose. • 

• 5 

Mateeram, bag· 
dee. 

• • labourer ; poor circum· 9 
stance. 

Killlee, persad - - supported by land ; poor 10 
chatoorjea. circumstances. • 

Govind, duth - ··weaver; poor circum· 1!3 
stances. 

Hooghly -. 

Hurripaul 

Chundercona 

Bydbattee 

Hurripaul 

Bydbattee 

Rajapore 

Rajbulhat~ 

Chundercona 

Bydbattee 

Hooghly • 

• - sahamurrun ; she left no child. In the 
presence of the police moburra and bur-
kundoss. · 
- • sahamurrun ; she left no children. In 
the presence of the police pharudar and 
burkundoss. 
• • sahamurrun; -she left 2 sons and 2 
daughters ; the sons' ages respectively 1 .! 
and 7, the daughters 3 and 4• The young 
children taken in charge by the husband's 
eldest brother, Rammohun, bhuttacharjie, 
under 1·eqqired engagement. Burnt in 
the presence of police daragah and bur-
kundoss. -
• - sahamurrun ; she left 2 sons and z 
daughters above 19 years. In the pre
sence of the police jumadar. 

- • sahamurrun ; she left · 4 daughters, 
the youngest 12, and the other above 18 
years of' age. In the presence of the 
police -mohurer and burkundoss. 

· - - sahamurrun; she Jef't no children. In 
the presence of the police jumm'adar' and 
burkundoss. 
• - sahamurrun ; she left 3 sons· and i. 
daughter, all above 25 years of age. In 
the prese!'ce of the pobce jummadar and 
other pohce officers. · 
- • sahamurrun ; she left a son of 40 years 
of age. In the presence of the police 
pharudar and burkundoss. · 

.. • unnoomurrun ; she left DO children. The 
husband died at Calcutta, and the widow 
on receiving the news thereof, embraced 
a piece of his wearing apparel in the pre
sence of a thannah burkundoss and village· 
chokeedar. ' 
• - sahamurrun she left 2 sons and 4 
daughtil's, all above 25 years of age. 
Burnt in the presence of the police mo-
hurrer. . 
•• sahamurrun ; sne left no children. In 
the presence of the police darogah and 
jummadar. . 
- - sahamurrun ; she left Do children. In 
the presence of the police pharudar and 
burkundoss. 

I dmtinut>d) 

:a -0 
0 
~ 
rn 

. .... 
~ 
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DI'VI~ION OF CALCUTTA-continued; 
Names and Caste of 

their Husbands. 
frofession and Circumstances of 

. tl1e Husband. 
In what 

Police Jurisdiction. 
ZII.LAHS. 

JlooghlEy-
. contitiUed. 

: 

Names of 
SUTTEES. Age. 

go.-Mussumt Cula } 411 
Deby • • 

gt,-0° Bernia • 40 

g11.-D0 Unnapoornah 50 

93· • 0° Lukkeepria 64 

94.-D0 Burmomoll } 22 
Deby • • 

gs.-D• Taramony • 6o 

g6.-D0 Sarbany • 6o 

97·-0° Ulloka • 55 

g8.-D0 Unno • 3'l 

CASTE. 

Brahmin . 
Kayot . 

D•. . 

Kybert . 

; Brahmin .. 

Kurburaj • 

Givalla . 

Kybet·t .. 

Doybug • 

ZILLAH UOOGHLY. 
1815. 

Total Number of Suttees • 7'l 

. Ramdhun, moo· joymanee ; poor · . 
kerjea. 

service ; middling . Cumul, bose . . 

. Fuquurchand, Ditto . ditto . 
ghose. 

. - Tools~eram, coo· labourer ; poor . 
ree. 

• Ramchund-er, joymanee ; middling 
mookerjea. 

• Rampersad, roy • 
1 
talookdar ~ opulent 

I 

.. , Beeharam, chamek l husbandman ; poor • 

.. Molookram, magee · Ditto • .. ditto • 

Ramkanto, ar.har· joymanee ; poor 
jee. 

Date of Burning. 

. 112 November 1826 

. 113 - -

. !14 - -
. . 11 December -

6 

. • 17 

Dhuniacolly 

Bansbaria 

Dewangunge 

.Ditto . 

REMARKS . 

• • • sahamurrun; she left no children. In 
the presence of the police burkundoss. 

• • • snM.murrun ; she left 1 son an4 s 
daughters above 111 years of age. Burnt 
in the presence of the police pharudar and (i 
burkundoss. 0 

• • .. sahamurrun; she left 11 daughterst 1111 E: 
and 30 years of age. In the presence of ~ 

· the police jummadar and burkundoss. ' · C:: 
• • • sahamurrun ; she left 5 son'S and .Z 

11 daughters above .116 years. In the _ 
presence of the police. jumadar and bur- Q 

I ~~L > 
Bansbat•ia "' • • • sahamurrun ; she left no children. In ~ 

the presence of the police burkundoss and 0 
jumadar. z 

Benipore • :- .. • sahamllrrun ; she left a son 11+ years rJ:J 
of age. In the presence of the police ......_ 
burkundoss. -

· Dewangunge • • .. sahamw·run ; she left 1 son and 2 Z 
· ' · daughters above 'J7 years. In the pre· . · tj 

sence of the police burkundoss. (i 
Ooloob~rea • • • sahumurrun ; she left 4 sons, the 0 

youngest 11, and the others above 23 :;:c 
years. In tl1e presence of the police bur- ::tt 
kundoss. t:zj 

Pundwah • • .. • sahamurrun ; she left a son 16 years of U'J 
age. Burnt in the presence of the police ~ 

, burkundoss. Z 
tj 

COMPJ\RATlVE ABSTRACT. OF EACH YEAR: 
~ 
~ 
(j 

M 

I 1'816. 1817· ' 1818.- 181g. 182o. 18111. 18'J'J, 1823, l 824· 1825· 1826. 

- -- --
I 

' 

ll'J 141 115 81 
. 

g8 51 93 95 79. 
L 

!)1 104 

Note.-With reference to the orders of the Nizamut Adawlut of the 1a2d July 1824, the description of the circumstances and condition in life of' the husband, 
have been inserted in the fifth column, and for the sake of brevity, have been distinguished in three classes; viz. opulent, middling and poor. 



Jessore 3 

Jungle Mehals 11 

1.-l\1 ussummaut 
Parbuttee 

2.-D" SorGosuttee, so 

Buddee 

Brahmin • 

. a.-Do Sootjinonee, 45 Buddee • 

1.-Mussummaut 
Rassoo } 

.. 0 
• I 

I 

2.-Do Jeel~omuny So : 

a.-Do Shoodha- } . 
mooky ~ • 14 

Kayth 

Shutgope -

Brahmin -

4·-D0 Rhetoomuny, 49 Chutry • 

t;.-D0 Grahmuny - 30 Brahmin • 

6.-D0 Gunga . • so. Kayth 

7·-D0 Doomn~ - so Gowalla • 

8....,Do Mutee 
g.-D• Heiron:y 

- 50 . Rajpoot • 
- 36 Brahman • 

10.-D· Aurtithmony, So 

u.-D• Goluckmony, S2 · n•. 

;. 

Deenadram, go?p 

Ramnadhee, 
chattetjea. 

Ramlochun, sein 

Golaumee, bose . 

Jeetoo, mundul 

• • a doctor ': he was in 
middling circumstances of 
life, and well educated in 
the ·Bengallee language. 

9 March 

• - a mohurrer ; had landed 13 April 
property, and was in mid· 
dling circumstances of life, 
and well educated in Ben-
gallee language. 

- - had some landed pro- 16 -
perty, and was in middling 
circumstances of ~life, and 
edJlcated in a Bengallee 
language. 

• - cultivator; poor and 18 February 1826 
ignorant, but could write 
Bengallee. 

ditto • - ditto • - 14 March 

Lan; zewary • • • Brith, bhogy or lokhe- 2t April 
rajedar ; rich and could 
write Bengallee. . 

Bindrabun, sing - • Brith, bhogy or lokhe- 6 May 
. razeedar; moderate circum. 
. stance, and ign?rant. . 

Geerbhov, pandy -.• Brith, bhogy or lokhe- 7 ·June 
razeedar; moderate circum· 
stance, but could wl'ite 
~agree. ~ 

Chylun, ghose -·· - - cultivator ; poor .and 6 August -
ignorant, but could write 
Bengallee. 

Gopaul, ghose • - - cultivator ; poor and 10 Sept. 
ignorant. 

Beekoo, rae -
Herchunder, cha
terjea. 

ditto - • ditto - • S October -
• - cultivator ; poor and 25 -
ignorant, -but could write 
Bengallee. 

Soobah, pandy • • - no profession ; as he was 20 December
was a man of wealth, 

Kooraram, takoor - - cultivator ; poor and 21 
ignorant, but could write 
Bengallee. 

Sulkea 

Mahomedpoor -

• - Musst Parbuttee was sacrificed with
the corpse of her husband, in the presence 
of the mohurer of thannah Sulkea, leaving 
leaving 2 sons of 22 and 40 years of age. 

• - Musst Sorosuttee was sacrificed with 
the corpse of her husband, in the presence 
of the mohurrer of thannah Mahomed
poor. TI1is widow had no family. 

Sohagurra 
\ 

• - • Musst Sootjinonee was sacrificed with 
the corpse of her husband, in the presence 
of the darogah and his mohurrer ofthannah 
Sohagurra, leaving 2 sons of 15 and 21, 
and 3 daughters of 23, 26 and 28 years of 
age . 

Thannah Kultol- • • sahamurrun ; and this woman left no 
pore. infant children ; and the police officers 

no- - -. 
Zy, thannah Jhe
deah. · 

Zy, thannah Pa
chite • 

Zy, thannah Jhu-
. riah.· · 

Thannah Candah· 

ThaimahJ ojnogur 

Thannah Patcoom 
Thannah Sellah • 

Thannah Kutrass 

Thannah Bishen
pore. 

were present. 
ditto - • ditto - - ditto. 

ditto ditto - • ditto. 

ditto ditto 

ditto ditto 

ditto ditto 

ditto ditto 

ditto • • • ditto 
ditto - - ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

- • , ditto 

• - ditto 

ditto • 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 
ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 



. DIVIifiON OF CALCUTT .A.- continut.'d • . l· ,. . 
..;...__ Names and Caste of PrOfession and Circumstanc~• of ... In· what 

REMARKS. Nomes of ' CASTE. their Hu~bands •.. · the Hu~band. 
Date of Bua·ning. 

I 

" Age. .• - : Police J ul'isdiction. ., 
ZfLlAHS.: . s·u T T .E·E S. . ' ' .. 

-- ~~--

Mldnapore . 14 1.-Musst Sukkee - 70 Ghurrie . . Bullie Perdhan, .. • cultivator ; lived in a 7 January, 1826 Thannah Per· • - burnt with her husband's pile ; left 
.. .. gburrie. middling state. · tubpoor. a son.age9, 40 years.· J'he ceremony took 

place ~fore police lamadar •.. 
!1.-D• Dyamoye • 35 Sutgoup . . Poortan und~ talookdar; lived very well 8 - - Midnapoor - - • burnt with her usband's pile, having 

kooyr, sutgoup. ~ no children ; the jamadar and- burkundoss 

a . .,..D•SoodaMonee 40 Doonderham - • labourer; ifl. 
were present. . 

Kysth - - lived a 11:9 - - Kassigunge. . - • burnt with her husband's pile, having 
l\~ihtee, kysth. middling state. ' lZ sons, aged respectively 15 .and 7 years ; 

. - I they are left in charge of the uncle. The 
usual agreement was executed ; the bur-

4·-I_>•..Anexidmoyee Ramtonoo, moy- lak'li.Jdar ; lived vei·y ~en· - u February 
kundoze of police was present. 

75 Brahmin . . - Gur Betah. - • • burnt with her husband's pile, having 
modar. ·. . 

!il grown up sons ; the mohurrer of police -.. was present. 
5.-Da Benode • 30 Ky~th -. . Dabee Ghose, labou;er ; lived very well - 114 - - Sei:sah - - - - the husband died at MidnaEoor, she 

' kysth. was burnt with one of his teeth, aving no 

~ 
, children ; the mohurrer of police was pre· 

sent .. 
6.-Do Kettermonee 40 Brahmin .. - Ramnarain But- . ~. • lukkerajdar ; lived very 22 March - · GurBetah . • - burnt with her husband's pile, leaving 

.. , tOijea, brahmin. well. · a son aged 1 !il years, and a daughter 9 
years~ in good condition ; left in charge of 
the uncle. The usual agreement was exe-

7.-Do Oossamony • 75 no Siboopersad ' - - judgmanee ; lived in a 8 April 
cuted ; the jumadar of police was present. - ,. - - Kulmejole - - - burnt with her husband's pile, leaving 

8,-D0Mendooderree So 
thpngdar,brahmin. middling state. • a grown up son; the jumadar was present. 

Kybert - - Moturam Barah, cultivator; lived very well . 12 - - Kossigunge .. - - burnt with her husband's pile, leaving 
kybert. I 4 grown up sons ; the jamadar of police 

' 
g.-D0 Tirpoorah - 36 tal~okdar; lived very well 

was present. 
Setgope - - Mothoomolum 'l5 June- - Ditto - - - • burnt with her husband's pile, having 

I Bhooga, sutgope. 6 daughters, 4 married ; the other 2, aged 

I 10 and 7 years, left in charge of the uncle, 
I the usual security having first been exe-
j 

10.-Foolmoney • • So lived ·middling 
cuted: the burkundoze was present. 

Do - - - Sutcheyram cultivator ; 2 .July - Ditto - - - - burnt ·with her husband's pile, having 
Chowdry, sut- ; left a married daughter; the jumadar was 

11.-Ulluckmoney 
gop e. present. . 

- 70 · Brahmunee - Ramcaunt, ba- lackarajdar ; lived wel.l - 9 - - · Gur Betah - - - burnt with her husband's pile, having 
mun. '. left + grown up sons in good condition; the 

I 12.-Musst Saddee - 6o 
mohurrer of the police was present. 

Goalah - .. Suful, gope go- cultivator ; lived well - 8 August - Ditto - - - • burnt with bel" husband's pile, left 

I 
alah. a grown up son in good condition ; the 

mohurrer of the police was present. 

I 



... 
"'-l 

?W 

Joint Magistrate 
of Nugwan. 

Nuddeah • • 

13.-Do Kissory: - •. 70 Talee . 

i4.-Do Raddee - - 6o Kybert . 

1.-Musst Raduka l.g8. Brahmin • 
Dabee - • J 

1,-Musst Taramu-}40 
.nee Dabi~r Attah, 
thannah Auger
deep, zillah N ud-
deah • -

2.-D
0 

Joy Kallee}42 
· Dabia Kooral-

gatchee, thannah 
Dawl~tgunge, zil· 
lab, d1tto - ;.. 

3.-D
0 

Hursoondure}28 
Dabia Beernagur, 
thannah Hanscol-
Iy, zillah ditto -

4·-. Musst Bishen-}56 
· pria Dossia Rad-
bakauthpoore, 
thannah, Hans
khally, zillah.ditto 

5.-D0 Sreemutee Da·}40 
bia Sipilia, than-
nab Santipore,zil- . 
lab ditto - -

6.-D .. Pobetera Dos- f8o 
sia .Bhohurgat-

i chee, . thannah · 
H unrah.. zillah 

· ·ditto - .. j 

Brahmin • 

Kayetnee .. 

Brnhminee 

Kayeteree 

. -
. 

Urjoonkaneek, 
talee. · 

, 
Bejaram Junnah, 

kybert. 

Suddanund Kur, 
brahmin. 

cultivator; lived well -

Ditto - - ditto • -

- • parbat tee ; in bad cir
cumst.mces. 

Golukchuker - • followed no profession; 
Butly, a brahmin. possessed property to the 

~ amount of 37 5 rupees. 

• BulramRoyChow
dry, a brahmin. 

Amundchunder 
Chatterjea, a 
brahmin. 

Durpuarain Bis
was, a kayet. 

.. Sustee Doss 
Mookerjea, a brah
min. 

• Suroop Khansa-
ree, a kay~t. 

.. -·profession, service; pos
sessed 30 beegahs oflakhraj 
land, and other property to · 
the amount of a·,ooo ru~ • 
pees. 
- - followed no profession ; 
possessed lakhraj land, 
and other property to the 
of 300 rupees. 

- • profession, service; pos
sessed lakhraj · land and 
other property to the 
amount of. 1 o rupees. 

• - followed no profession ; 
possessed 7. beegahs of 
lakhraj land, and property 
to the amount of 5 rqpees. · 
- - a shopkeeper by pro
fession ; possessed property 
to the amount of ~,ooo 
rupees. 

24 September-

2 October -

2 Dec. • 1826 

6 Jan. - 1826 

20 February -

24 ·- -

• 

!;!5 - -

:J l\fa1·ch -

11 - -
' 

-
Gur Betah . 

Kassigunge -

. Thannah Nug
wan. 

Augerdeep mo· 
hurrer. 

N udde1lh darogah. 

Santipore juma 
'dar. 

-
Santipo~e daro-

gah. 

Ditto . -

N uddeah darogah. 

•· • burnt with her husband's pile, leaving 
3 grown up sons in good condition ; the 
mohurrer was present. 

· - - burnt with her husband's pile, left 2 
grown up sons in good condition ; the 
mohurrer wa~ present. 

- - burnt with her husband's pile, leaving 
2 sons aged 40 years, and 4 daughters 
aged respectively, 3!.11 !.18, 24J 20; tbe 
mohurrer of the police was present. 

! • - this woman ·had no · children under 3 
I years of age; tltis ·was a case of ~aha

murrun, or burning together with the hus-
band's corpse. · 

• ·• the wife of Buiram Roy Chowdry was 
barren ; this was a case of sahamurrun, 
or burning together with the husband's 
corpse. 

- - this woman had 2 children above 3 
years of age, but previous ·to the suttee 
a near rel~tion entered into the prescribed 
engagement, on stamp paper, to take care 
of the chilili·en ; this was a case of saha
murrun, or burning together with the hus-
band's corpse. · 
' Ditto • • ditto - - ditto. 

- • this woman had no children under 3 
years of age ; this was a case of sahamur
run, or burning . together with the hus
band's corpse. 

Ditto - • ditto • - ditto. 

.. ( c_o~1tinuet!) 

.. 



01Vl810N OF CALCUTTA-continued. 

Zll.LAHS. 

~uddenh
contimml. 

·Names or 
SUTTEES. Age. 

CAS'rE. 

7.-Mussummaut l' Chundalnee 
Panchee Dura-
kadoo, than~ 50 
nah Au~erdup, l 
zillah N uddeab . 

8.-D0 
.. Heisonee} 1 Baooreenee 

· Basoree, Sa.nti· 70 
pore, zillah d0 · 

g.-0° • Amoree} Dooleranc:1e 
Simien, ~ha~-

19 nab Sant1pore, 
ditto • • 

10.-Do Khema Dos~} 
sin Paleetpnra, 
thnnnah Hans 70 
Khoily, zillah 
Nuddeah • 

11.-0° .. · Dukheena} · 
Dos!lia Assan· 

· nugur, thannah !i!O 
Hankhally, zil· 
lah .. .. 

12.-D0 Soorja Ta· \ 
koorpara, tlmn· 
nah Snntipore, J .so 
ditto, ditto • 

13.-Do • Sreemutee1 
Shein pore, than· 
nnh Kutwnlly,J32 

ditto, ditto • 

14.-0° Kuroo Dos-1 
sia Ragooram· 
pore, thannahf32 
Santipot·e,ditto 
.ditto • • 

Koomarnee 

Kayetnee • 

:f\:amarnee 

Godlin 

Knyctnee-

Namre and Caste of' Profeaslon, and Circumstances of 
their Hu1bande. the Husband. · Date or Burning, 

j In what 
! l'olice Jurisdiction, 1\EMARKS. 

·---·-----l----------1-------1·__;--.------ll-------------
• BholanathChung, ··followed no profession; . 17 March 18!:!6 

n chundall. possessed property to, the ' 
amount of !:!7 rupees. 

.. 

. 
13unkbeharee, a 

baooree. 

Kishen Doolua, 
a doolua. 

Lochun :Paul, a 
koomar. 

• Rampersad Ghoee, 
a kayet. . 

Sooboodhuram, 
a blacksmith. 

.. Suroop Ghose, a 
goabah. 

Haran naya, kayet 

1 
... a labourer by profession ; 19 -
possessed property to . the 
amount of lO rupees, ' 
• • a labourer by profession ; !:14 -
possessed property to the 
amount of 3 rupees. 

• .. profession, earthen image 
maker ; and possessed pro~ 
perty to the amount of 35 
rupees. 

g April 

• • followed no profession ; 1 o 
possessed !ZO beegahs of 
lakhraj land, and property 
to the am01.mt of 1oo ru
pees. . 
• • profession, a goldsmith ; 17 
possessed g begahs oflakh· 
raj land, a pucka house, a 
garden, and other property 
to the amount of 20 rupees. 
• - a milkseller by profes· 25 
sion ; possessed cattle and 
property to the amount of 
21 rupees. 

• • profession, service ; and 29 
posset~scd p1·operty to the 
amount of 3 rupees. The 
deceased was an inhabitant 
of zillah Hooghly, at the 
village of Patmuhal, thanah 
BalagUI'. 

Agurdup • • • • this woman had no children under 3 
years Gf age. This was a case of saba· 
murrun, or burning. together with the bus • 
band'~ corpse. 

Santipore darogah ditto • • ditto • • ditto. 

I· 

0° • mohurer • • .. this woman ltad a child under 3 years 
of age ; but previous to the suttee, a near 
relution entered into the prescribed engage · 
ment on stampt paper to take cm·e of the 
child. This was a case of sahamurrun, or 

. burning together with the husband's corpse. 
• • • this woman had no children under 3 

years of age. This was a case of saha· 
murrun, or burning together with the hus
band's corpse . 

D~ • d0 and da
rogah. 

0° • darognn • 

no • mohurer • 

ditto • • ditto • • ditto. 

ditto • • ditto. • • ditto. 

• • this woman had a child under 3 years 
of age ; bat previous to the suttee, a near 
1·elation entered into the prescribed engage· 
ment on stampt paper to take care of the 
child. This was a case of sahamurrun, (lr 
burning together with the husband's co1·pse. 
- • this woman had a child above 3 years 
of age ; but p1·evious to the suttee, a near 
relation entered into the prescribed engage
ment on stampt paper to take care of the 
child. This was a case of sahamurrun, or 
burning togethet· with the husband's corpse. 



15.-D0 
• Lukheel Brahminee Pu1·an Kissen, .. • followed no profession ; g May · Sooksngur daro• • . this woman had no children under 3 

Dabia J ugpore, G~ngoolee, a brah- Lossessed 50 beegahs of gah. years of age. This was a case of saha-

thannah ~ook-

1
25 mm. akhraj land, and other pro· murrun, or burning together with the hus· 

sagur, zillah · perty to. the atl!OUnt C!f soo band's corpse. 

Nuddeah • , rupees. 

16.-D0 
• Bejaree) Taylunee • Sumbhor Koona, .. • a shopkeeper by profes- 14 Nuddeah darogah ditto . . ditto ditto. 

Panchbaria, 
0 

a taylee. sion ; possessed property to 
thannah Kut-I 4 the amoupt of 25 rupees. 
wally, d0 d0 

• 

D". Ramlochun Ton, .•• a weaver by profession; Santi pore mohu- ditto ditto ditto. 17.-D0 PubeetraGo-1 lll - - - -
. . palpore, than· s6 a taylee. possessed property to the rer. 

nah Santipore, J amount of 100 rupees. 
ditto, ditto -

• • a milkseller by profes- -~ t8.-D• KalleeGbos-~ Goalin Hurree Ghose, 17 June D0 • darogah • ditto . - ditto . . ditto. 
amee Rogoo- a goalah. sion ; possessed 12 cows,· ~ 

~ 
rampore, than- 65 and other property to the > nah Santipore, amount of 7 rupees. 1-3 
ditto, ditto - -19.-D• • Kachuree} oo- Ramnath Ghose, • • a cultivator by ~rofes· · 23 Sooksagur mo- ditto ditto ditto. <:: 
Nathkoorah, a goalah. sion ; possessed cat e and hurer. ~ 
thannah Rana 6o other property to the amount 1-3· 

c:: Ghaut, ditto, of 6o rupees. 0 
ditto • • .. 

20.-D
0 

- Rajessuree l Brahminee Ramsooder Bhul- ~ - a priest and pundit by 26 D 0 
- darogah • ditto - .. ditto ditto. :I: 

Dabia Goor- la~harge, a brah- profession ; tossessed 6o -. gooriah, than- 6 mm. beegahs of akhraj land, z 
• . nah Nyhuty, f 5 and other property to 'the t:1 

zillah . 24 Pur- amount of 500 rupees. 0 
gunnahs • 0 

"-D• Jiadhamunee} 
. no. Pun~hamin Pul- • • byprofession, husbandry; 5 July Santipore darogah • • ~his woman had !Z <'Jllldren above 3 ~ 

Dabia Sakoor- la~harge, a brah· ~ossessed ·2oo beegahs of years of age ; but previous to the suttee; -~ore, thannah 45 mm. akhraj land, a pucha house a near relation entered into the prescribed 0 
antipore, zil- and 10 rupees in cash, and engagement on stampt paper to take care 0 

hih· Nuddeah • other property to the amount ot' the children. 7'his was a case of saba- ~-

of 100 rupees. murrun, or burning together with the hus- en . 
u-D• • Umirtu} Kooreenee Huree, kooree, • • a shopkeeper by profes- Nuddeah darogah 

band's corpse. . u • • this woman had !I children, 1 above 
Bushurgatchu, alias Sumboo koo- sion ; possessed property to and the other under 3 years of age ; but 
thannah Nud- 32 ree. the amount of 10 rupees. previous to the suttee, a near relation en-
deah, zillah tered ivto -the prescribed engagement on 

"' Nuddeah. stampt paper to take care of the children. 
This was a case of sahamurrun, or burning 

•3-D• • Sreemutee} Tantoonee Ramsoonder R9y, 
together with the husband's corpse. 

• • profession, a .weaver; 1+ D• .. ditto - - ditto - • ditto. 
Nuddeah, than- a tantee. possessed property to the 
nah Nuddeah, 2 !'J amount of 300 rupees. 
ditto, ditto · • ... 

""' ((.ontinued) I.,Q .. ... , 



--~--------~----------------~~------------~------------~--------------------c------------~~------~------------~·~-----------------------~ 
DIVISION OJ!' CALCUTTA-continued, 

ZILLA II. 

Nuddeah
confinued. 

Names. of 
SVTTEER. Age. 

24.-Mussummaut } 
Joymunee Da· 
bia Santipore, 50 thannah San· 
tipore, zillah 
Nuddeah • 

25.-Do Ramluta Da~) · 
bia Badoollah, 60 
thannah Hans·j 
khally, dD dO • 

26.-D0Santoomonee} 
Burnngur,than· 66 nnh Hanakhal-
ly, ditto ditto -

27.-0° Deigumhu-} 
ree DabiaMoor· 
agatcl}a, than· 50 
nab Nuddeah, 
ditto ditto • 

Kacl1rapara, 35 

!Z8,-Do Khemason-} 
duree Dabia 

thannah Sook
sagur, d0 d0 

• 

2g.-D0 Hursoondu 1 
ree Dabia Kis-
henagur, than• 40 
nab Kutwally, 
zillah N uddenh · 

30.-D" Dudun Soot-1 
ragur, thannah 

36 Santipore, zil·J • 
lab ditto • 

Dabia Sugoora 
31.-D

0 
Birmomohee} . 

Kalan, than nab 25 
Santipore,ditto 
ditto • • 

CAST .E. 

Brahminee. 

Dft -

Chkootamee 

Brahminee 

no . 

DQ . 

Moyranee 

Brahmhtee 

. 

. 

. 

. 

: Names and Caste of 
·their Husbands, 

; 

I Ramkoomar Sero· 
monee, a brahmin. 

: 

Shumbhoochun· 
der Ug~erdanee, 
a brahm1n. 

Nelmonee, a 
chkootar, 

Kallukinkur Ba· 
nerjea, a brahmin. 

. , Tarasunkur Ba-
nerjea, a brahmin. 

.. Rampersadsircar, 
a brahmin. 

. Kasseenathmu· 
duk, a moyra. 

. Nibarun Chatter-
jea, a brahmin. 

.. a 
I Q 

PrufeHsion, and Circumstauces or': 
the Husband. · ' · · j 

• • pundit bd profession ; 
and possesse 30 beegahs 
of lakhraj land, a pucha 
house,· and other property 
to· the amount of !Zoo ru-
pees. 
• - followed .no profession ; · 
possessed 10 beegahsoflakh· 
raj land, and other property 

· to the amount ofloo rupees, 
• - profession, painter; pos· 
sessed property· to· the 
'amount of 100 rupees. 

• • a pundit by profession ; 
Lossessed l.o beegahs of 
akhraj'lan , and other pro· 

perty to the amount of 500 
rupees. 
• - profession, service ; bos-
sessed 15 beegahs oflak raj 
land, a pucka house.with a 
garden, and other tijaruthee 
to the amount of 7,ooo or 
S,ooo rupees. 
• • followed no profession ; 
Lossessed 50 beegahs of 
akhraj land, and property 

to the amount of 6 rupees. 

• -~rofession, a shopkeeper; 
. an possessed property to 

the amount of 3!Z rupees. 

• • by profession, husbandry; 
Lossessed 24 beegahs or 
akhraj land, and property 

to the amount of 30 rupees. 

Date of Burning. 

25 July 1826 

fJ7 - -

.. 
1 Augufi1t -

.. 
t}, - -

' 

2 Sept . --. 

!30 - -

7 October -
!ZG . - -

In what 
Police J urisdictiou. 

Santipore mo· 
hurer. 

D• .• jumadar -

no - jumadar • 

N uddeah darogah 

Sooksagur mo-
hurer. 

Santipo're mo· 
hurer. 

-

nn . dO . 

oo . do . 

·' 

REMARKS. 

- • this, woman had no children under 3 
,years of .a"ge. This was a case or saba· 
murrun, or burning together with the bus· 
band's co•·pse. C":l 

0 
" ~ -ditto . - ditto . ;. ditto. a:: 

c::: z 
1-1 

ditto . . ditto . . ditto. C':l 
> 
1-3 ...... -"-' ditto . .. ditto . . ditto. z r.n. 
> z 

• • this woman had a child about 3 years of · 
t;:j 

age ; but previous to the suttee, a near rela· a 
tion entered into the prescribed engage· 0 
ment, on stamped paper, to take care of the ~ 
child. This was a case of sabamurrun, or ~ 

t::l burning together with the husband's corpse. C/l 
• .. this woman had 3 children above 3 H;;j 

years of age ; but previous to the suttee, 0 
a near relation entered in to the prescribed z 
engagement, on stamped paper, to take :j 
care of the children. .This was a case of t:l:j 
sabamurrun, or burning together with the z 
husband's corpse. . . ("'j 
• • this woman had no children under 3 t:-'j 
years of age. This was a case of saba-
murrun, or burning together with the hus-
band's corpse. · . 
• • this woman had a child under 3 years 
of a~e ; but previous to the suttee, a near 
relatiOn entered into the prescl'ibed engage· 
mcnt, on stamped paper, to take care of the 
child. This was a case 'of sahamun·un, or 
burning together with the husband's corpse. 



... ...... 
OQ . 

3~.-D0 Bhu)rrubee l 
Nubia, thannah 0 
Santipore, ditto] 4. 
ditto • . -

33.-Do Degumhuree) 
N uddeah, than- l I! 

nah N uddeah,J 4.:> 
ditto ditto • 

:l4.-D
0 

• Anunilmo·) · 
bee Dabia Sut-
gatcha, than- 32 
nah Sooksagur, 
ditto ditto -

35.-Do • Hurmonee} 
Kanchrapara, 
thannah Sook- 40 
sagur, zillah 
Nuddeah -

36.-Do Rammonee} 
Dabia Burna· 
gur, thannah 50 
Hanskhally, 

. ditto ditto -
37·-0° Rammonee1 

DabiaBelgong, 
thannahAnger•j .cf.O 
dup, ditto ditto 

sS.-D" • Sreemonee} 
Dabia Pulla, 
thannah Go- 50 
berdanga, ditto 
ditto - -

39.-D• • Kussoreel 
Rammogur, 
thannah Santi·j 20 

pore, ditto ditto 
40.-D" Addia Dabia 23 

.Sarbaree, than· • 
41.-D• UrnopooiD·a 

nab Miherpore, 45 
.zillah N uddt; 

Kamarnee 

Buddinee 

Brahminee 

Buddinee 

Brahminee 

.• 

Taylanee • 

Brahmin -: 

', 
Koour Goalin • 

Ramtunoo, 
kumar. 

a • • profession, a blacksmith; ~9 October 
and possessed property to 
the amount of :;o rupees • 

Daybeepersad- • • profession, a doctor; and ·2 November-
sain, a buddy. possessed property to the 

amount of 500 rupees. 

Sudasib · G'an
goolee, a brahmin. 

Ramkimhye Roy, 
a buddy. 

Ramkoomar 
Chukerbutty, a 
brahmin. 

H urrishchunder 
Bhuttacharge, a 
brahmin. 

Ramlochunchu
kerbutty, a brah
min. 

.. 

• • followed no profession; 
possessed 25 beegahs . of 
lakhraj land, and other pro
perty to the amount of 700 
rupees. . 
• • profession, a doctor; and 
possessed property to the 
amount of l:loo rupees. 

3 

6 

• • followed no profession ; lio 
possessed 2 5 beegahs of Jakh • 
raj land, a pucka house, and 
other property to the amount 
of 2,ooo rupees. 
·-followed no profession; • 
possessed 4 bcegahs oflakh-
raj land, and property to the 
amount of 300 rupees. 
- • service by profession ; 29 
and pos:5essed 5~ beegahs of 
lakhraj land, and property to 
the amount of 500 rupees. 

.. Ditto 

Santi pore juma-
dar. . 

N uddeah darogah 

Sooksagur mo· 
hurer. 

Santipore juma
dar. 

• • this woman had no. children under 3 
years of age. This was a case of suha.· 
murrun, or burning together with the hus
band's corpse. · 
• - ditto - • elitto ' • • ditto. 

• • ditto .. • ditto • • ditto. 

• • ditto • • ditto • - ditto. 

- ··ditto ~ .. ditto ditto. 

• Agerdeep darogah •• ditto • • ditto - - ditto. , 

Sooksagur d0 

Rammohun Koo- - - profession, a shopkeeper~ 
ra; a taylee. and posses,'Sed property to 

the amount of So rupees. 

3 December- ' Santipore juma
dar. 

• • this woman had a child under 3 years 
of age ; but previous to the suttee a near 
rel.ation entered into the prescribed engage
ment, on stamped paper, to take care of 
the child. This was a case of saharuurrun, 
or burning together with the husband's 
corpse. 
- - this woman had no children under 3 
years of age. This was a case of salla
murrun, or burning together with the hus-

6 Nursing Banner- • .. service by proression; 
jea, a braltmin, possessed no property, 

Kassenath Roy, - • profession, service; and 10 
a koour goalah. possessed property to the 

amo~nt of 11 o rupees, 

Nuddeah darogah 

l\Ieherpore da
rogah. 

band's corpse. · 
- - this woman had a child above 3 years 
of age;, but previous to the suttee, a near 
relation entered into the prescribed engage
ment, on stamped paper, to take care of the 
child. This was a case of sahamnrrun, or 
burning together with the husband's l!orpse. 
• • tl1is woman had no children under 3 
years of age. This was a case of saha
murrun, or burning together witl1 the hus-
band's corpse. · . 

(continued) 



DIVISION OF CA~cuTTA,-co?Ztinued. - i CAST E. 

ZILLAHS.' i 
Nilme of 

SUTTE'E& 

·Nuddeah
cot~tinued. 

., 

Suburbs of Cal-
cutta - 35· 

42.-Musst Sheedes-} 
suree Dabia Bu-

:Brahminee 

Iyadanga, than- 6o 1 

'nal:l Sooksagur1· 

' zillah Nuddeah , 

: 43.-D.; Ruso Ki'sh.;1; 
: enagur, thannah 

65 ~ · Kutwally, ditto] 
ditto - • 

Joogenree 

44.-D
0 

Joymonee }i 
Dabia Durm- , 

Brahminee 

. d9h, tham:~ah ,z6 
Nuddeah, ditto · 

· ditto • -

' I 

. 
i ., 

S~rah:}as I 1.-Musst 
mony 

2;--0° Daby Dabiah 55 

3.-D!~ Joynwney • 6o 

i 
' I 4.-D~t Nundtaney}6 I 

Dabbialf -· · - : 0 

' 

I 
I 
I 

i Brahmin 

I 
I no 
I K~it 

.. 

I 
i 

1 Brahmin 
I 
I 

, 

·• 
s.-n,o· Nulmoney 1,80 ; Ch~nda:U • 

Dossee - ·} 

6~-D· Sutto Bhuma 6o . K.oit 

• 

IN ..... ond c;., .. , ·-Ud.cu, ..... , .... of I n ... "'··~·••g I " what l thek H.uli:b.!ll'ltl.ll'i.' . tb,e Hus&ltll~J. . . ~ ! ' I ~\1llce Jurisdiction. 

-~ ... . I . -d .. ' I 

- 1-t-s~-.b-c-hu..;..n_d_u_r~'M-o-o--·l+-_ ....... ""'.:p~'::...s .... se-s-s-ed-zs-.-b-ee-g-a-h-s -o-f +tr-1-.2-D-ec-.---18_2_6_
1

1 }1-s-o-"o-ks_a_g_u_r -M-o--1--_1-) .""'_ ~ .... t .... ~-~~w: .... i ... f~-~o-f-.... S .... ib ... c.:..h .... und.......,e .... r .... M_o ... ok.e_rj_e_ar_w-.a-~ 
rerjea, a brahmin. la:kraj land, a garden, and I i hurer. !barren. . This~was~a <:a~e of, sahamurru~, 

., . I(Jt~er w()perty,.• ta·· the l I lor bat•F-tng t&getheP With· the. husban<rs. ! " lamo~t.o.f sao.r~pees ;··b)'/ ! i ;corpie. 
! 1 p~ofessio!' ~ gh~luk, or ar- l i 

I
. hltrator. m marr{agf!•·' i ' 

• ~ Nukoo, a joogee • ·• professjon,.aweaver;and~ ! 18 - - :N:ud.Eieah Darogah i ·-this. wama.n had no. children, under 

I [
possessed property.' tG the 1 : 3 years-of age.. This ·Waf\~ a~case. of sa,ha-
amount· of·lOo rripee·s. • ; J tmll\'un, or burning together with the hus-

1 • 1 band's corpse. . , 
.. J Ramdhun Cliat- • • service by profession; ! 30 - - ! • • Ditto • • ! • thiS. woman. hati- &·cllild under. 3. y.eus• 

:l

itorjea, a brahmin •. : possess~d. ,15· \l~egahB of 1 
' qf age;. but previous to the suttee a near 

i lakrai"larid,.an4.p:op-erty--ter.. t 
1 

:relation entered into· the prescribed en-
! the amdunt' of 40 rupees.. I g.agement on · stampt paper to tak&- car-e 

! . j . j . . • - of the. child. 'fbis. was a, case of sahamur.-
' ! . I' run, or burning together with the hus-

1 
. i band's corpse. · 

I i I ·I 
• I j 

Ramchunder, mo- l •• serv.ice,- onr 40-- rupees-
,kerj~a. l ver month. 

10 Jan. 1826 I Chitpore -

,. 

i - - f!et\>'ictr,· dlil 1'0' rupees · i ~~'5> .... 
·. per month. 1 

- ;i Ram~ohuu, mo· 
!ikerjea. 

- , Ramhurry, ghose 

I 
• • service, on 50 rupees ; ~ February -
per• month., j 

Gorah Chand, 
chatterjea. 

.: -:· h~d: a portion ofbermot~ 
: ~r land, whicll· produced 
1 him so rupees pet month. 
i - -

- Ra'rturloltun Roy j· .. S'ervice, at so rupees per 
month. 

1 I 
.. ;Rarilconoyc, ghose ! . · a trader ; his profit~ 

; I were about 100. rupees per 
1 month. ' 

j· 

I. - ditto - -
I 

11 February -
t 

I 15 - -

Ditto·· 

I Sulkeea • 
I 

! 
Tauzeeraut 

Ditto . 

Ditto -
-

- · .•• voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
; mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
1 police darogah, leaving no children. 

~ ' ..... dittOJ ... • ditto: - - - ditto. 

• •• voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 

, police darogah, leaving 1 son and 1 daugh. 
I tilr, bOth abOVe 30' year& Of age. 

• - • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 2 sons and 1 daugh· 
t~r, ~ll above 18 ye!;U'S of age. 

. 

-

- - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah, leaving 1 son aged about 
40. years. . 
- • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
polka darogah, leaving ~ sons and 4 daugh.
ters, alL above· 20 ye~rs of ago. 

n 
0 ~ 

~ 
~ 
0 z -0 
> 
~ -0 z 
~ 

~ z 
t:t 

8 
~ 
l=tt 
t'.1'j 
rJi 
""Q' 
0 z 
t1 
~ z 
(") 
~ 



... 7.-n• Harmony }
30 

Brahmin .. Obhoy Churn, - ... aervlce, -on :S rupees per 18 Ditto -; .. - •oluntarily burnt herself after'lhe cere-
..... Dabbaiah • chatterjea. rper month. · . · · .... · ' 'lllony of sahamurrun,.in the.presence ofpo• 
liP . ' aice darogah, lewving 1 son 1 g years of.age;. 

_.s.-pa ; Bh~yrub:.,. }t ~ D• ·Kistuohurry, · • -·service, -on 20 'r~pees il4 Ditto .. .... Noluntarily •burnt .herself after the ·cer&. 
&oondera • • chatterjea. per month. l •mony ·of ·sahamurrun, in the presence of 

i :police dw·ogah, leaving .1 daughter 2 yeai:S 
/Qf.:age. An engagement.was executed bl. 
Anundchunder, chatterjea, her husbands 
:father, for the care of the child . 

g.-D• Khuromony 70 Koit Rugoonautmitter ·• • service, ·on ~5 rupees; 1 March Sulkeeah .. ... • voluntarily .burnt herself after·the cere-
·per month. mony of sahamurrun, ;in the presence- :'Of 

police darogah, leaving 3 sons and tdaugh .. 

Brahmin ·• • had o portion ·of ·Bur-
!ter ,·all above 30 years of we· . 

so.-D• Rhadamoney 6o . Debuarain, mo· 30 Tangeraut .• -·voluntarily burnt hersc after the 'L'er~ ;~ 
kerjea. muttur land, which pro .. mony of sahamurrun, :in the presence -of t:!j 

duced him 30 rupees per police darogah, leaving 1 son and 1 daugh· .t""' 
month,' ·ter, b..,th above ~5 years of age. ·> 

11.-D• Soorjee • so Camur, or iron• Mottyram Pura· • • brassman: •subsisted·on 7 April Sulkeeah .. • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere• ~ ·-smifh. ·mlinuch. the profits ·of his trade, 8 I mony of sal1amurrun, .in the presence of· ·< rupees per month. :police darogah, leaving !l sons and 3 daugh· t:::2 

Chundall • - subsisted on the profits 
' ters, all above 7 years of age. . 

~ lli.-D• AnWld .. 55 Soodeebmondle • u Ditto •, • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 
of his labour, 5 rupees per mony ot' sahamurrun, in the presence of po-

~ month. lice darogah, leaving 1 son 30 years of age. ::c 
l.a 13.-D~~'Pu'ddo'Dossee 18 Koit . Berjomohunmo, ··service, on 20. rupees g May Ditto •• ·voluntarily burnt hers~lf ~fter the cere- .~ 

• zemindar . per month. mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of .z 
police darogah, leaving no children. . .t:; 

14--D' SuckeysoonJ50 
oo Ramruttun, bose service, on 15 rupees. 3 - Touzeeraut - - ditto • • ditto • • • ditto. 0 

derY: - - ~ 
1$.-Do 'Neclmoriy · Brahmin . Bhyrubchunder, - • service, on· ~5 rupees 4 - Ditto • .. voluntariJy burnt ·herself after the cere-

~ . Dabbah- .. 3l banerjea: per month. mony of sahamurrun, ·in the presence of. po- ..... 
lice darogah, leaving 1 son 11 years of ~ge. :o 

16.-P• Khemung }
3 

po . Tarryneychurn, ·• - ajeymteny, or director of . . ditto . - Ditto • ··voluntarily burnt herself after the cere- 0 
. '1{utry • ~ ' 0 

bane~a. Tunerals aud other ceremo- mony of sahamurrun, in •the presence of ~ nies, which produced him police darogah, leaving no children. '!fl • 
15 rupees per· month •. 

17.-~· Surbomon·}s~ D• ~ugomohur, ba- - • had a portion of her· 6 - Ditto • • voluntarily burnt' herself after the cere-
-gollah - . - nerjea. inuttur ·land, which pro· • mony of sahamurrun, in ·the presence of 

duced hlm 10 rupees per police · darogahs, leaving 4 sons and 1 
month. tlaugbltlr; their· ages, viz. 15 years, 9;·7, 

5, ·!3 i years. ·An engagement was :exe-:: 
cuted by Rammohun · Banerjca, her ·bus-
band's brother, for the care of the child 

t8.-D•.Juggo .. .. 6o Darree Chund, barree • • • subsisted on the profits 
aged !:! f years. · 

'1 June Ditto • ~voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-
of his labour, 10 rupees mony of sahwnurrun, in the presence of 
per month~ police darogah, leaving 1 son and !:! daugh· 

ters, all above 20 years of age. .... 
(conti1tued) 0\ 

~ .......... ~. ~ . '··~ 



DIVISION Oil' CALCUTTA-continued. 
I . / 

- CASTE. 
Name an? Casto of Proteas!nn and Cir~.oumstuncel of 

Dnte of Burn~ng. 
Iu what 

Names of their Huabonlla, the Husband. Police Juriarliction. .' 
REMARKS. 

ZlLLAHS.• SU T:r:E ES. J\.ge. .. 
' I .. " I 

I 
I 

', ..... 

Suburbs of Cal· 1g.-Mussummaut }'l:s 'Brahmin . • · Rameoondcr, •• had ·a portion of ber· 16 June • 18!26 Tauzeraut . • • voluntarily burnt. herself after the .cere-

cutta-conth1ued. Dossee .Dabbah ;, chuckerbutty, muttur ]and, which pro· mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
duced him 20 rupees per . police darogah, leaving !2 sons am] !2 dausJt· 

\ month. ters, all above 13 years of age. 

to.-D• Shaun Dossee 55 Byedy . .. Kishnokaunt, bye· .; • doctor ; and earned 18 - - Chitpore . . •• voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-
.. I ~y. monthly income of ~~~ ru· mony. of sahamurrun, in the presence of 

' 
~ees per month. · police darogah ; leaving 1 son 8 years of 

ofage. · 
u.-Do Radhamonee 6o Brahmin . . Ramchurn, lahoo- . • • service; on so rupees per 19 - - Sulkenh . . • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 

. . ry • month. · mony of sahamurrun, in· the presen'ce of 
police darogah ; leaving 1 eon and 3 daugh· 

~~a.-D0 Bhudaydhurry 50 Ditto Ditto 
t<:rs, all above 121 years of age. 

no .. . . no. . . Ditto . . . . . . . . • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
aolice darogah ; leaving !2 sons and ~ 

Chit pore 
aughters, above 16 ftears of age. 

123.-D0 Oormah .}aa Koit ' . Suroop, chunder· • • servi9e ; on 8 rupees per 125 - - - . • • voluntat·ily burnt 1erself after' the cere· 

Soondery ' mitter. month. · ' mony of sahamurrun, in the rcresence of 
police darogah ; leaving no chi dren. 

. 124.-D' Pa~~darry • so Joogy . . Gocul, joogy . • • service i on 5 rupees per 14 July - Tiluzeraut .. • - voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 
month. mony of sahamurruu, in the presence ol 

police daroynh ; leaving !Z eons and 1 

!Z5.-D0 Rammoney • 30 Jugurnath, joogy •• weuver; &ubsisted on the 16 Chitpore 
daughter, al above 1+ years of age. · 

ne~. . . - - . . •• voluntarily bul'nt l1cr~:Jelf after the cere· 
profits of his labour; 15 ru· mony of sahamurrun, in the tresence of 
pees per month. . police daroguh ; leaving no chi dre~. · 

126.-D° Kingkurry • 40 lronsmith • .. Pritnam, ahangur • • ironsmith ; subsisted on 5 August - Sulkeah . . •• voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 
the profits of his labour ; 8 mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
rupees per month. police daroTiah ; leaving !3 sons 1111d 3 

127.-D0 Lackeymoney 18 Culloo Pra wnkisseshen, • • bookseller, which produ- Chitpore 
oaughters, a I above 1 o years of age. 

·• . 6 - - . . • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 
cull'oo. ced him 6 rupees per month. mony of sahamurrun, in the resence of 

~8.-D0 Russoomoney so Bt·ahmin - Ramchund, baner· • • a trader; his profits were lZO September - Sulkeah 
police daro~ah ; leaving no chi dren. . . . . . • • voluntarily burnt hcr!lelf after the cere· 

jca, about 30 rupees per month. mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 

. aolice daro~ah ; leaving 5 sons and 2 . aughters, a 1 above 14 years of a~e • 
2g.-D0 Rookooney 6o n•. . . Silock, mookerjee • • a jeymar;{, or director of 25 - - Tauzeraut . • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere-

• funerals, an other ceremo· mony of sahamuJTun, in the .presence of 
monies, which produced him police dattofah ; leaving 1 son and 1 

.. 8 rupees per month.. . . daughter, al_ above 1 !2 years of age. . . 



30.-D0 BerjoJ4shory}!25 
Telly . 

... Dossee • • 
....:r 
Ot.t 31.-D° Chu'nderah ~5 Culloo . . 

Brahmin • 311.-D• Joymony }'Js 
Dabbiah • 

33.-D° Khemung- ·}6s 
kurry • • 

34-D0 Dhurmony • 40 

35.-D• Rammoney ~ 6o .Telly 

24 Pergunnahs 110. 1.-Mussumt Tar~ } 40 poorah S~ondery 
Brahmin • 

-
~ 2.-D0 Bt'ijomony }+o Ii..yest -
~ Dossee - -

.. 

3.-Do Rookenny 
.}40 

Brahmin • 
Daneah·· 

...; 

+-D• Ramony - so Kyeat -

5.-D• Russomohee 40 no. . 

.. , Juggurnath,coon- - -shopkeeper, which pro- !I October -
dee. duced him l!Z rupees. 

• lHodosoddun, cui- • • subsisted on the. profits 3 . - -
loo. of his labour; 10 rupees per 

month. 
• Joynarain • • - -a trader; his profits were 19 - -

about !lo rupees per month. 
• Rajkishore, roy .. - .. a talookdar ; in . the re- u - -

ceipt of about 1 oo rupees 
per month. . 

" Takoordoss, ba· • • a jeymany, or director of 7 December -
nerjea. funerals, and other ceremo• 

nies ; which produced him 
10 rupees per month. 

.. ·Pritram, pautter • • - shopkeeper ; which pro· 11 - -
duced him 1 g rupees per 
month. 

- Ramtunoo, moker- - • enjoyed the proceeds of 3 January -jea. burmottur lan,d, of 1,ooo 
rupees. , 

.. Bhyrubchunder, .. • service; ·also possessed Ill February -
bose. · of lakhraj land, value of 

which rupees 500. 

- Jugutchunder, • • subsisted by the profits 28 - -
gun golly of burmottur land. 

·. 

- ;Rausnarain, chou- - - service ; · died posse;sed u March. .,. 
dry. talookah, &c. of rupees 

3,000. 
I 

. Gopeemohun Sein service .. - - . !14 - -

Ditto 

Nohazaree 

Tauzeraut 

Ditto • 

Sulkeah • 

Ditto 

Anruadah 

Ditto -

Ditto -

Ramnagore 

Anruadah 

· 1

1 

· · voluntarily burnt herself after the cere· 
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah ; leaving no children. · 

• • • ditto • • ditto • • ditto. . . 

• - ditto - • ditto ditto. 

• ·• ditto : - ditto • - ditto. 

• • • voluntarily bul'Dt herself after the cere
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah ; leaving 4 sons and 1 
daughter, all above 5 years of age. 

• • • voluntarily burnt herself after the cere• 
mony of sahamurrun, in the presence of 
police darogah ; leaving !I sons and 2 
daughters, all above 9 years of age. . . · 

. 

-

-

-

-

• - sacrificed herself by 'the ceremony of 
sahamurrun, of her own free will ; leaving 
a son of 15 years. The police officers of 
the thannah were in attendance at the 
time. 
• - voluntarily sacrificed herself by the 
ceremony of sahamurrun, "in the presence 
of the local police officers of the thannah ; 
leavin~ !3 sons, both above 8 years of ~e.' 
- - This woman on her own free will a•
cended her deceased husband's funeral pil~. 
according to the mode of sahamurrun; 
leaving !a sons, both above 15 years, when 
the police officers of the thannah were in 
attendance • 
-: - sacrificed herself voluntarily, according 
to the ceremony of sahamurrun, in pre
sence of the police officers of the thannah ; 
leaving a son and a daughter, both above 
!14 yeats of age. 
- - This woman, on the information of the 
death of Gopeemohun Sein, her husband, 
of her own free will, burnt herself agree
ably to the Hindoo shaster, according to 
ceremony of unnomurrun. The police 
officers were on the spot; leaving a daugh
ter of 30 years of age. 

(continued.) 



01VI8ION OF tALCVTT.A-continucd, 
1.-

ZILLAH2> 

!If Pergunnahs
.co11timm/. 

... 

N111lts of 
S U 1"l':EES. 

.7•:-D° Ch!lnde~m~ny !J5 

8.-0° Pauttessury 6o . . 
' 

g.-D• Bhugwatty · • 6o 

" 

10.-D• Dugamhurry 30 

I .. 

' .. 
I 

.11.-0° Keence • 6o 

1 1 !il.-oo Soatjomon"y · 145 
I 

13.-Do Roodranqy • !18 

i4.-D• Joymtiny • 38 

15 .... 0° Paurbutty • 35 
I 

I j 

CASTE. 

Pqoe· 
. ... ' 

re'o/.o.re -~ 

Brahmin . 

no. -
. 

D'· .. 

: 
Pooe -

I 
'• 

I 

l3ra1nnin . 

no .. ·• 

Banel.!ah . 

Brahmin . 

:Nome and Caste of 
their Husbands. 

, Profession and Circumstaqcea ol 

tba Husband. D11te of .Burning. 
In what 

. Police Jurisdiction 

At Maran;1, sirdar • ·subsisted from his bus- .;30 March 18!16 ·· Bi~:~henpore 
· · · bandrf labour.· • 

- nlsh'enath, tewGre · - .. subsisted ftoni his o~n · 
., I 1 ib . • 

1 

~ our. · · · 
11 M:1y 

- Nubcoomar, gun· : • .. maintained from the pro· 
gollee. : ceeds of burmotar~Iand, 

16 July 

I' 
I , 

'Ditto .. • Groopersad, mo• 1 

• • enjoy.cd the proceeds of 
keJjea. , 'a portion ofburmottur land. 

I 

! ! 
I ' ' I 

!16 -• Hurranund, bhut·' • • pundit; possessed a large~ 
tachargee. : ;ql.lantity of burmotter land,· 

.and subsisted thereby. 
' ' 

.• Kowree, Susker · ... 1 . .; · husbandry; and subsisted, 
. . j thereby. 

Ditto .. 

I 
.. Kasltconath, gbo- : • • service; ·left the estate 

sal. to .amount of.s,ooo rqpees. , 
16 August 

• Joynnrain,ghosaul • • service; a1so possessed' IZ!Z 
a quantity ofburmottur land. 

. Railaldshen, mul- shopkeeper . .. . . Ditto .. 
lick. 

. SJttttram, bhutta· • .. ~unilit ; el)joyea the pro· Ditto . 
·charge. cee s of a •portion of both ' 

burmotur and . k11araujee 
land. . 

~ 
. . .. 

- Anreeadah . 

- Ditto . . 

- Ditt() - .I 
I 

' 

- Moydah .. -

Ramnogore 

! Arnadab .. 

'. 

Barrack pore 

•' -Ditt~ . 
; 
I 

. Ditto . 
' 

I .. 

.. ,, l 

. • • ";I .. 

' 
.. ':' leaving 3 sons and a daughter, all'4b9ve 
!IO years; sacrificed herself on the funeral 
pne of 'her husband, according to .the m,ode 
'Of sahamurrun, in presence of the police 
officers of the thannah. 
• - sacrificed herself in her own free wiU 
by the ceremony of sahamurrun, in pre
sence of the .police .officers .of the thannah; 
leaving .a daugllter of 7 years of age. 1• 

• • voluntarily sacrificedherselfby .the cere
mony of sabamurrun ~ leaving no . issue. 
The police daro.gah was in attendance .at 
the spot. . 
• • leaving no offspring ; sacrificed herself' 
in her own free will, on .the .cercm~m_f .of 
saham urrun, in presence of th~ local ~o.lice 
officers of the thannah .. · · 
• • this woman voluntarllr burnt herself .on 
the funeral .pile of her 'husband, by the 
mode of sahumurrun, in presence of police 
_officers of the ,thannah; leaving .only a 
female child of 7 yeats. · 
- • this woman,. by the ceremony of snha· 
murrun, sacrificed hcr.self of hor own fi·ee 
will, ··in presence of the police officers.; 
leaving a son and a daughter, both above 
~o years of uge. 
• ;.. voluntarily sacrificed 'herself by the 
ceremony tJf sahatnurrun, in .presence of 
the police officers ; leaving no .tssue •. , . 
• - sacrificed herself by the .ceremony of 
sahamurrun, of her own consent, is pre· 
sence of the police officers of the than
nab ; leaving a son of 7 years of age. 
• - By the mode of suhumun·un ; sacri· 
ficed herself of her own free will, in pre
sence of the police officers of the thannah ; 
leaving no offspring. 
• • leaving 6 sons and lZ daughters, all above 
5 years ; voluntarily sacrificed. her.self by 
the ·ceremony of sahamurrun, :1n presence 
of the police o.flic~ of .the .thannah. . , · 

' ' 

' 



. 16.-D• Srec~ottee. • 411 oo • 

i7:.:.oo Kupeeliah .}4s f)o.; 

Dabia • 

18;-Do Koruntnony ~0 n·. 

1g.-D0 Sucheemony: 'J7 no. 

~o.-0° Bhyrublee • 50 n·. 

~ 
~ 

• 
Joint Magistrate 1.~:Mussummaut 

.. }75 
Brahmin . 

of Barasut- 8. Ramp rea 

· ~-D• Urnopoorcna. 40. .0~ .• ..• 

a.-no Chittermony 30 

·4.-D0 ·Umopoei1'Ila 50 

s.-D• Ulukmooy • 6o -· . ._. 

6.-D0.Puddomony !:4 Bydere 

-·- ... - ~ ..... , .. ~ ....... . 

i . 
1 ... subsisted from the lro-

. 
.. 1 Ramruttun, · mo• 13 September ... 

i kerjea. : ceeds of burmotur Ian , of 

I 
. i !l,ooo rupees. 

i Ramtlhun, chatter· 
1

• ~ enjoyed the income or ai ... 
I jea. burmotur land, of a,ooo ru-

I 
1 
pees. 

Rammessur, mo· \ .... subsisted by his own la- 15 Novembe! ... 
kerjca. ; hour of trade, and died jos-

· sessed of lakhraj Ian · of 
· 1100 rupees. 

Itamkishen Roy,· " • subsisted on. the profits 19 
chowdry. of his talooka of rupees 

<J,ooo. 

. Aunundchunder, • • subsisted by the income 28 
chatterjea. of burmotur land of 1,ooo 

rupees. 

Gungarum, baner· •• doctor ; supported . 
jea brahmin. lakera.j land. 

by 
i 

8 January 1826 

... Ramnudhee, · ba- . .. -doctor;.: supported by 1.[). 
nerjea brahmin. lakeraj land. 

Haranund, chat- Ditto 
'terjea brahmin. 

• ditto 31 March 

• 
.. Ramkishen, gun- · • - servant : and Jakerahj' 20 September-· 

goolee brahmin. land. 

• Ramkishore, bhut· talook and lakeraj land • . 2~ 
ta~.:hqrge, brahmin. 

• Groochum, sein 
bydee. 

• • sup~orted by his own 
professiOn as doctor. · 

6 October 

I . 
· Anruadah • 

Ditto 

. Barrackpore 

Anruadah •· 

Ditto 

• • this woman, leaving no issue, in pre• 
sence of the ·local police officers of the 
thannah, voluntarily sacrificed by the cere· 
mony of sahamurrun .. 
•• voluntarily sacrificed herself by the cere~ 

! mony of sahamurrun, before the police 
! officers of the thannah ; leaving 4- sons and 

11 daughters, alll above 1 ~ years, 
~ • leaving an infant of~ years, voluntarily 
sacrificed herself, by the ceremony of saba .. 
murrun. The. police officers were present 
at the time. Gunganarain, mokerjea, the 
brother of Rammessur, mokerjea deceased, 
entered with an engagement to bring up 
'and protect the child. , 
• • leaving no offspring, voluntarily sacri· 
ficed herself, by the ceremony of saha
murrun, in presence of the ·local policE: 
officvt'.s. of the thannah • 
..- ~ this woman, with her own free will, 
ascended the funeral pile of her husband, 
according to the mode of sahamurrun, in 

· presence of the police darogah of the than
: nah ; leaving 3 sons, all above 20 years •. 

1 Nyhatty ; police : • • sahamu1Tun; leaving ~ sons, 1 aged 
officers were pre- as years, second 35 years, and 2 daughters, 
sent. first aged 48 years, another 30 years. 

Subsah • police • ·• suhamurrun • leaving a daughter about . 
. officers were pre- i 6 years of age to the care of her husband's 
sent. · second wife's son, written engagement 

; entered into. · 
· Dumdnmah;police : • • sahamurrun; leaving 1 son, aged abot1.1. 

officers were pre- 13 years, to the care of her husband's 
. sent. mother; written engagement entered into. 
Nyhatty ; police .. • sahamurrun. ;. leavin~ 1 son, aged 33. 

officers were pre- years, and 1 daughter 36 years. 
.sent. ' 
Ditto 

Ditto 

' •• s~1amurrun ; leaving 2 sons, 1 aged 
40 years, another '.1.2 years, and4 daughters, 
first 26 years, second 20 years, third and 
fourth twins 16 years, to the care of their 
husbands. · · · · 
- • sahamurrun ; no children. 

(conti11ued) 



·. 

1"1 

I 

DIVISION OF C~'LC'f.'!TTA-:-co!"~""ed •. 

T:.. NamesoF I SUTTEES. 

CA :S T E. 

ZILLAHS. Age. 

.Joint Magistrate 'I 7 .-Mussummaut . }36 Brahmin -
.of Barasut- Bimlah .. 

co11tinued. I 8;-Do RRssomony· I • 55 Koit --

. 1-i a~~~ a~d. C!'ste of 
their Husband~. 

. P~ofession, 8nd' Cif~~mstances ·~f 
the-Husband.· 

- · Pittambe'i· Moker- s~pported by service 
jea, brahmin. . . 

- i'.if.eenathGhos~ lsuppo~te: by ~mice. 

Date of Burning. . , 

8 Nov . 

In what 
REMARKS. 

Police Jurisdiction. 

• 
Nyhattypolice of. sahamurrun ;' no children. 

fleers were present. 

DittO· - -· - • sahamurrun ; leaving 2 sons, first aged 
28 years, another 1.g years,- and 4 daugh· 
ters, first 35 years, second 32, third 29, and 
tile other 16 years, to the care· of their 
husbands •. 

C 0 M MISS I 0 N E R 0 F CUT TACK. 

Cuttack .• 10. 1.-M ussummaut 
Railasoo -

!I.-Do Radhoo • 75 Thuthera 

. ·Khetr Bashee, 
khandayte. 

Khundroo· Poor
settee,. thuthere. 

a.-D0 - Bhowanee}
21 

Bengallee,brahmin Ramdhun, chut"' 
, Dabee - - terjea, Bengallee 

brahmin. . 

4~-D0 Hera Dye - 35 Raje Bunsee Dhoorpjye Bho· 

s.-D°Koustub Dye • 30 Khandaye putte, Hurruchun-
der Mahaptr Soon-

6.-D0 'Ruttun: Mala}
27 Huddum Bunsee, buno. 

Dye - • Kundayte 

7 .-D0 Bulbee • • 22 Main tee . Junnum Joy Das, 
main tee. 

~ ·~ the husband was a cui~ 
tivator, and very poor. 

.,• 

• - the husband was by pro
fession .a brazier ; and was 
in good circumstances. 

• ·.the husband obtained his 
livelihood as a poorsh.it, and 
had some lands ;- and he 
was in pretty good circum
stances. 

., - the husband was the 
rajah of Killahsookindah. 

• • the husband obtained 
his . livelihoo.d. by service ; 
a?d he. was in pretty good 
Circumstances •. 

25 January 18261 U~kpoor -~-- this sa~rifice took place· without pre-
vious intimation being giv~n to the police 
officers, none of whom were in consequence 

present on the occasion. On subsequent inquiry, there did not appear 
to have been any le~al objection . to the sacrifice ; and the relations and 
villagers alleged thexr ignorance of the orders of Government in excuse 
of their not having made tile prescribed report at the thannah. 

12 February - Cuttack - • no particular remark occurs to be 
made. A police burkeendoss was present. 

20 March Ditto • - no particular remark is required. The 
police. was present. 

30 

9 April 

Urkpore • -·- the husband of these 3 women was of 
the tributary .estate of Sookendah, which 
is situated in the Jungles about 30 miles 

distant from the police, thanab, to which no intimation was conveyed till 
the sacrifice was over; but on subsequent inquiry by the police officers, 
there did not appear to have been any legal objection to the sacrifice~ 
The fourth and senior widow survives. 

Teerun .. ;. the police were present, and nothing 
particular occurred. 



... 
....... ,) 

':Joint Magistrate 
of Khoordah. 35 

' . 

' 
' 8.-Do Amckah · •. 35 Khundayte Ochoot Puter, the husband· obtained ..... 

his livelihood by cultivating 
18 Hurryluirpore • . ~ ~ the 1acrifice ~ppeared to have been 

voluntary and legal, but took place before 
the arrival of the police officers, for which 

khundayte • 

. ' 
lands ; and be was in pretty 
good circumstances • · neglect the relations, chowkeea, and head 

of the village, were reprimanded. 
!1·-Do Daybokee 33 Hrahrnin .. . Nathsulpustee, • • · the husband obtained 

brahmin. his livelihood by cultivating 
!Zl !\lay Teerun • • the {lolice were present, and no further 

remark 1s required. 
lunds ; and he had some 

,. lands of his own. 
1p.-D• Surdy~ - So 1\Iaintee . .. Haunt, maintee • --.the husband obtained 

his livelihood by service ; 
1 Noy. Gope · " - • the police were present, and the sacri

fice legal. 
and was in moderate ch·cum· 
stances. 

· N. B.;_J.n addition to the above cases, it may be proper to mention one in which the widow, having performed all the preliminary ceremonies, and entered 
the flaming pit in which her husband's corpse was burning, made her escape from it, and returned to her village almost unhurt. Her name was Koosnoo, 
aged 451 o£ the main tee cast, widow of Hurree, main tee, who had formerly gained his livelihood by service, and was in moderate circumstances. On his 
death (lo October 182G}, she declared her inteution of becoming a suttee, aad the police officers of thannah Asresur seeing no legal objectton allowed the 
ceremony to proceed; but the widow being unable to endure the pain, made her escape from the pit almost immediately on entering it. She expressed 

. shame and grtef. at· her own want of resolution. No attempt was made to compel or induce her to complete the sacrifice; but had the police officers not 
be.en on the spot, it is probable compulsion would have been used in such a case. . 
. Instructions were issued to tl1e dnrogah to direct the 1·elations of the decea11ed to take care of the widow, and .prohibit them and villagers reproaching or 

annoying her on the subject of her want of firmness. . . · 
In Novembtr she was repm·ted to have gone on a pilgrimage to Juggernauth. · · 

1. l\1 ussummaut 
Doonce -

2.-D0 ~1'unuko 

:\ I Sonar .]491 
• !ZO · Brahmin 

• Sarang 1\Iahapatur, 
sonar. 

Mahadebellaha· 
putur, brahmin. 

• ·a silversmith by profes
sion, and died in good cir
cu~stances; he Jeft a grown· 
up son. 
-: • died in good circum
stances, without any heir. · 
The father of the deceased 
is !!Urhurakar of the village 

9 January 18~6 Thannah Khoor
. dab. 

10 Ditto 

.... 

J.-Do Upurna· 

4.-Do Panoo • . 

• 75 no 
• 30 Or • 

- Bhae~ Punda, 
brahmm. 

Junardun Guje
reder, or. 

in which he lives. · . 
- • the deceased died in 11 
good circumstances. 
• - the deceased died in fhir 
circumstances, leaving ~ 
minors, a son and daughter, 
who were taken charge of 

ll February -

Ditto 

Ditto 

• • the women in ;til these cases burnt 
with tbe . bodies of their husbands, and 
after due inquiry had been made by tbe 
police officers, in conformity with Nizamut 
Adawlut's circular orders. 

;.-Dn Bownee 

, .. 

• ll3 Mahtie Churn Rowotra, 
mahtee. 

by the brother. · 
-·servant by Rajah Ram
chunder Den at Pooree, and 
cultivator of land ; he left 
~ minor son, who was taken 
in charge by the b1·other of 
the deceased, 

' . 
14th March Thannah Koordah ,.. 

(cuntinu~ti) . 



DIVISION OF CALCUTTA-continued. 

ZILLAH, 

Joint Magistrate 
of K~lordah

continur:d, 

Names of 
S lJTTE ES., Age. 

6 -Musst Seeko - 40 

7 .-D° Chartol_a Deye 6o 

8.'-no Jumoona • 40 

u.-no Muchee • '17 

1o.-D° Chumpa • ~5 

11.-D0 Rooknee - 20 

· 12.-D° Kurhoo .. 55 

13.-Do Kishnoo- . }25 purna • 
14.-Do Doorga •. 30 

15.-D0 Burdee • 50 

16.-Do Downa • • 40 

17.-Do Birnla ~ - 50 

18. Do Chunder111a 27 

1'9·-D' Chinchela 
• 23 

CASTE. 

Mahtie 

Khundait • 

1\luhtee 

Brahmin -

Muhtee 

Brahmin -
Muhtee -

no ' . 
Brahmin . 

Soodur . 
Tellee .. 
Brahmin .. 

no ' .. 
Muhtee -

" 

Names and Caste of 
their Husbands. 

". 

. Brimbadhur Bu-
roo, muhtee. 

. Bunnralee Bhunge, 
khaundait. - S"uboo Muhapatur, 
mulitee. .. Juldhur Dukhit, 
brahmin. 

.. Chundersl)kui: 
Huruchutider, 
muhtee, 

~ Sukhur Punda, 
brahmin. ' 

- Deyetaree Das, 
, muhtee. 

- Shambundhoo Ud-
; hukaree, muhtee. .. Kishen 
brahmin. 

Punda; 

- Harro Behara, 
soodur. . Prandhun Sahu, 
tellee. . Singh Nund, 
brahmin. 

G opalniahapatur, .. 
brahmin. . . Bhobnee Putnack, 
muhtee. 

-
i -

Profession ahd.CircuiDstances ot' 
the· Husband• 

• ~ priest t>f Sangrah,. takoor. 
at Bhobnessur, and in good• 
circumstances. 
•· • the deceased died. in 
good ·circumstances. 
- • service, and in fair cir
cumstances. 
• - the husband of this 
suttee was in poor circum
stances. 
• - the deceased was in 
poor circumstances during 
his illness : he adopted a 
son of an uncle, who has 
taken charge of him. 
.. • cultivator oflands, and 
in tolerable. circumstances; 
leftneiihersonnordaughter. 

. "' • cultivator of lands, and 
in good circumstances 
~ • cultiva:tor of lands, and 

. in fair circumstances. 
- - cultivator of lands; atl'd 
in tolerable circumstances. 
He left a daughter under 
age, who was taken charge 
of b~ the brother of the 
deceased. 
- - cultivator of lands, and 
in good circumstances. 
•· • cflltivator of lands, and 
in fair circumstances. 
- • holder of some tunkee · 
lands, and in good circum
stances. Deceased left 2 
grown-up sons. 
- .. a surburakur of Paljoo
see; poor, and left no sons. 
• • deceased died in fair 
circumstances, and left one , 
daughter, who was tak~ti . 
charge of by th.~ unci~. 

Date of Burning. 

;;. .. .. •' "' -

.. 
In wha~ 

Police Jurisdiction. 

....,. 
23 April - 1826 Thannah Koordab 

2~ May - Ditto - . 
.• . . Ditto . -

' 
29 May - Ditto . -

H June - Ditto . . 

( 

1 July - Ditto - -

1 August - Ditto - -
7 ..... - Ditto - . 
.. - . Ditto .. . 

16 - - Ditto . -
9 Dec • - Ditto .. -
4 Jannary - Thannah Proree 

21 Feb. - Ditto· - -
2 March - Ditto . .... 

i 

RE 1\1.\RK S. 

.. 

, 
- - the . women, in all these r.ases, burn t 
with the bodies of their husbands, an d 

/ after due inquiry had. been made by th e 
police officers, in conformity with the Ni 
zamut Adawlut's circular orders. 



.... 20.-0° Sulknee: •·50 n• Jayoolle Muhtee, - -cultivator of lands, and 17 - :.. Thanah Koodrah 

"'"" muhtee. in fair circumstances : he 
CXl left a grown-up son 

21.-Do Sursute~ • 23 D• Jugbundhoo Pat· .. - holder · of some jagur 29 - Ditto 
nack, muhtee. lands ; surburakar of Bur-

puda: he left a daughter, 
· who was taken charge of 

.Jyemissur, brah-
by the father of the suttee. 

Thanah Poore· 
"' - the women, in all these cases, burnt 

22.-D• Urno . - 28. · Brahmin .. • - holder of some tunkee 4May . with the bodies of their husbands, and 
min. lands, and surburakar . of after due inquiry had been made by the 

one of the sasons near police officers, in conformity with the Ni-
Poore. . He left neither a zamut Adawlut's circular orders. 
minor son or daughter. 

/ 

23.-D0 Rebutee - 35 no Gopaul Raeygor- - - holder of some. lands at 17 ·July Ditto - ~ 
roo, brahmin. a light quit-rent, and in ~ 

Chuckurahur 
good circumstances. t"" 

24.-D° Cluja - - 38 'Muhtee - - died in fair circum- 6 August Ditto > • 
. Muhtee, muhtee. stances, and left a son aged ~ ...... 

12 years. < 
25.-D0 Peetaec - so Busooabusoo Unkoor Das, bu- - - one of the officers at- ~ 

sooabusoo. tached to the temple. of 

~ Juggernath at Poonee, and 
in good circumstances : she 
left a grown-up son. = 26.-D0 Parbuttee' .. 22 Muhtee Munee Muhtee, • - in service, and fair cir- 6 January Thannah Peeply - • this suttee burnt with the malee of her -~: deceased husband, after the darogah had z muhtee. cumstances. t:f .fJ satisfactorily ascertained his death from 

p"ersons sent on purpose to inquil·e, 0 
27.-Do Sabra Deye 23 oo. Kupeel Das, - - surburakar of Mrs. Te- 8 February - Ditto 0 

muhtee. raldeolee, &c. in purgun- ~ 
nah coodes, and died leav- -ing 1 minor son and 1 t::l 
daughter, who were ·taken 0 
charge of b}• the elder ;;. 

28.-D0 Doorga 
brother of the deceased. - ·- the women, in all these cases, burnt fJ'l 

"' 20 D• Aruth Multtee, ·-the husband of this suttee 10 March Ditto with the bodies of their husbands, and 
muhtee. was in poor circumstances, after due inquiry had been made by the 

and left a minor son, who police officers, in conformity with the Ni· 
was taken charge of by the zamut Adawlut's circular orders. · 

2g.-D0 Pano • -
brother of the suttee. 

-. 20 Brahmin - . Kupasind Hoo- • - the husband of· this 22 May Ditto 
missur, brahmin. . suttee was in poor circum-

3o • .:no Cburapa - ss 
stances. ' no Neelaee Das; --held some lands "at a· ·1 Nov. Pitto 

brahmin. light quit· rent, and one of· 
the surburakar of Machun-

, der Deyepore and purgun-
nab coodies. ... 

(continued) """' """ 



DiviSION Oll' CAtc~rTA -continued. 
....J._ 

~ 

Name of 
CASTE. 

ZlLLAHS. SUTTEEs', .. Age. 
' -

. . 
Muhtee Joint Magistrate . 31.-Musst Kurilla - 40. . 

of Koordah-
. rontinued. .32.-Do Bee~a,}l~e - ~aS . no 

J 
. 

.. " 

33.-D0 Numoo Deye 47 oo -' 

34.-D0 Rumbla - <JS oo. ·-
. . 

" 
35.-D(J Mookta - 20 D" -.. 

' 

... 

Joint Magistrate - - - - . - - -
of Baiasore. 

Backergunge 45 • 1.-Musst Tareenee}6 
. Dabia • • 

0 
Brahmin .. 

2.-0° A ';1bhareeah}7~ Dabta • -

; 

Names and Cute of · P«:ofession and Circumstance• of 
Date ~f Burning. their Husbands, 

·. . . '· . 
the Husband~ . . 

... . . .. 
Dumbundhoo Bu- .- ~ a merchnnt; and in feJr 2~ F~b . -: 1826 

. nugrahee, brahmin. 'circumstances. . 
,• · Aruth Punda, -·husband, cultivator; an¢1. 27 March -· brahmin.' -- in good circumstances. ·~ · 
- Gungadhur Put- ;. - a surburakur of sever~ . 9 May -nack, muhtee. villages ; and in good cir- ~ 

cumstances. I ' ' 

·- · Kunth . Dos, • - husband, cultivator; and li!S April. -
~uhtee. hi good circumstances. He 

left a daughter, who was 
taken charge of by the sut-
tee's brother. . 

Put-. . - Bubree - • died in good circu~- 15 June .-
nack, muhtee. stances . 

• 

. 
. . - . - None. 

., 
. . . 

DIVISION OF DACCA. 

Kislochunder 
Bhullacharge. 

I 

Sham Ramchuck
erbuty,. brahmin. 

• - priest; in indigent cir~ 23 .January 1826' 
cumstances. 

ditto ditto. 8 Feb.· 

' 

In what 
Police Jurisdiction.' 

-
Tbantili Banpore .., 

Di~O' - ... 

Ditto . -
Ditto·~ubba . 

Ditto t· -
.. 

. . 

Gourneddy 

Kellacolly 

I 

R~MARKS. 

- • The women, in these cases, burnt with 
the bod:ies of their husbands ; after the due 
inquiry had been made by the police o:ffi-
cers, in conformity with the· Nizamut 
Adawlut's circular orders. -

.. 
'. ·the deceased's husband died at a dis-
iance from his home ; and this suttee burnt 
with the mala of the deceased, after due 
inq~iry by the police • 

• • the woman, in this case, burnt with the 
body of her husband ; and after due in-
quiry h~d been made by the police officers, 
in conformity with the Nizamut Adawlut's 
circular orders . 

. 
C' 

. '· 
• - it appears, from the ·darogah's report, 
tl1at the deceased has left no minor chil
dren, and that she was not with child. The 
deceased burnt herself on the funeral pile 
of her husband of her own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. 

ditto ditto ditto. 



3.-D0 Dhun Malla !15 · Soodder -

4-.-D0 ~amluck Khee 30 D• 

. -
; S·-D0 Maha,Myah 50 no. 

.• 

6.-Do Bhowanny - 6o • · nco 

7·-D• Ramonee •. 110 D• 

• 

8.-n~ BistOpruah • 4-5 Byde 

g.-D0 Surrusuttee • 50 Soodder . 
10-D0 Rammonee • 4-5 Brahmin . . 
11.-D0 Bidda. - So Chundall .. 

' 
l<J • .:..no Rowso~a ;. 2!1 Soodder .. 

Kistuomohun 
Goba, soodder. , 

Mirtun Joy Doss, 
soodder. 

Hurroopersad 
G_oah, soodder. 

- • peasant; in indigent cir·' u 
cumstances •. 

ditto 1!3 March 

. - ditto· IS April 

Beyjonarain Kur, 
soodder. 

-. merchant; in indi~ent 18 
circumstances. 

- . -
Gopeechunder 

Berin, soodder. 
--labourer; in indigent cir- 18 May 
cumstances. 

Ram Doollahsein, •• doctor.; 1n indigent cir- · ~o 
byde. cumstances. 

Roopchunder • • merchant; itt indigent 27 
Bose, sooder. circumstances. 
Raujchunder Cha- • • priest ; in indigent cir- 18 June 
t~rjea, brahmin. cumstances. 

:Sookdelechung, • • peasant ; in indigent cir- . Ditto 
chundall. cumstances. 

Rajchunder 
Gho&e, sooder. 

ditto '• . Ditto 

· .. -; 

.... . • 

Angareeali 

Nulchetty 

.• 

D., 

Kutwaleeparah • 

Burrisaul • 

Nulchitty 

Mizzagungo 

Kelalcally-

------- -

• • it appears f'rom the darogah's report. 
that the deceased-has left a daughter, about 
3 years old, and that she was not with child. 
The brother and the mother of Kistomo
hun, and the mother of Kistomol1un Gooh, 
have entered into the necessary engage· 
ment for the maintenance of the infant. 
The deceased burnt on the funeral pile of 
her husband of' her own accord, in the 
presence of 'the police officers. 
- • it appears from the darogah's report ' 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
dren, and that she was not with child. The 
de.ceased burnt herseLf on the funeral pile 
of her husband of her- own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers • 
• • ~t ,appears f~om t_he ~arogaJt:s report 
the daeeased has left no minor children, 
and that she was not with child. The 
deceased burnt herself on the funeral pile 
of her husban~ of h,er own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. 
• - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 

- • it appears- from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has ieft no children, and 
that she was not with child. &ht~'burrit 
herself on the funeral pile of her h!lsband, 
and of her own accord, in the ·presence of 
the {>Olice ~fficers.f . · 
- • .It appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
dre9, and that she was not with chil_d. She 
burnt herself on the funeral. pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the presence 
of the police officers. 
- - ditto - .. ditto ditto. 

·.;.ditto ditto ditto. 

- • ditt" - • - ditto · ditto. 

.. • it appears .from the darogal!' s ·report 
that the deceaeed has left no children, and 
that she was not with child. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord,. in .the presence-of the 
police c.fficers. 

(continued) 



DIVISION Oll' DAccA-continued. 

ZILLAHS ... 

Backergunge
' contirmed. 

,Names of 
SUTT.EES. Age. 

13.-Musst Ruttun } 30 
Malia ·- -

1.f.-D0 
- Manick} 

Malia - - 4° 

15.-D0 Ramdoorga 40 

16.-D0 Rammonee 20 

17.-D• Lukhee • so 

t8.-D0 Sulpuruali - 30 

CASTE. 

Soodder. -

Brahmin -

Washertnan's 
caste. 

Brahmin -

/Names and Caste of 

their Husbands. 

Puddolochun 
Doos, soodder:· 

Hurree Ram, 
·. bhuttacharge. 

. P.rofessionand.Circumstances of 
the Husband. 

- • peasant; in indigent cir
cumstances. 

- - talookdar; in a:flluent cir
c~mstances. · 

Joychunder Bhul- - - priest·; in indigent cir
acharge, brahmin.. cumstances •. 

· Ruttun K.ishen, -
chukerbutty brah
min. 

ditto 

Ramanee7 wash- - - w'asherman ; in indige~t 
erman. circumstances. 

Ramkinker Sur- . - - priest ; in indigent cir-
ma, brahmin. cumstances. 

Date of Burning. 

23 June 

'l5 -

30 -; 

• 

10 July 

11 -

In what 
Police J urisdictio\}. 

Kellacaly -

· Gournuddy, 

Kellacaly • 

Barrisaul -

Nulchitty-

Kutwaeepara 

- .• it, appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no clu1dren, and 
that slw was .not with child. · She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her bwn. accord, in the presence . of the 
police officers. -

- -, it appeare fro~" the darogah' s report 
that the deceased has left 3 daughters ; 
the ~ eldest are married, and the youngest 
is said to be . about 3 years old. . The 
eldest sister bas entered into the necessary 
engagement for the maintenance of the 
youngest. The deceased was not with 
child, and she burnt herself on the funeral 
pile of her hu"tband of her mvn accord, in 
the presence of the police officers. . 
- - it appears from the darogali's report 
that the deceased has left no children, and 
that she was not with child. The deceased 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the presence 
of the police officers. 

.. - ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 

" • - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left 4 sons, and the 
youngest is said to be about 5 years old. 
The eldest brother has entered into the 
necessary engagement for the maintenance 
of the youngest. The deceased was not 
with child ; and she burnt herself on the 
funeral pile ·of her husband ·of her own 
accord, in the · presence of the police 
officers. 
-·- it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
dren, and that she was not with child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral pile of 
her husband of her own accord, in the pre
sence of the police officers. 



... _, 
00 . 

1g.-D0 Somuttra * 30 

l!o.-D0 Doorga ~ 30 

~1.-D• Tarramonee} 
Dabeeah - so 

!a.-Do - Puddum} 
. Malia - - 45 

~3.-D" Bistopreeah 55 

24--D" Sona Monee 24 

25.-D• Dourbutty ~ 70 

~6.-D'" Koasheelah !i!O 

Soodder -

Chundal -

Brahmin -

Sooder 

By de 

Bnlhmin 

Soodder 

Sam Ram Doss, ~-peasant; in indigent cir· .1(;) 
soodder. cumstances. 

Sona Ramchung, 
chundhall. 

Ramsunker, 
chuckerbutty. 

ditto 

- - priest ; in indigent crr
cumstances. 

1 August 

10 

Ramhurry Roy, - • hawaladar; m indigent 12 
soodder. circumstances. 

Ram Ruttun Doss, 
soodder. 
Rauj Mohun Sein, 
byde. · · 

Ram RuttunAu
charge, brahmin. 

Ram Manick 
Doss, soodder. 

Chunder Sicker 
Sein, byde. 

- - talookdar ; in affluent 
circumstances. 
- - talookdar ; in iniligent 
circumstances. 

... 

15 

16· 

- - priest; in indigent cir- 23 
cumstances. 
- - peasant; in indigent cir- ~o Sept. 
cumstances. 
--doctor; in indigent cir- . 25 -
cumstances. 

Argare~ah 

Nulchitty. 

Barrisaul -

Ditto 

Nulchitty

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Gournuddy 

.:. - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left ~ sons, the 
eldest aged 7 and the youngest 5, and 
that she was not with child. A brother of 
Mussqmmaut Sumatra has entered into the 
necessary engagement for the maintenance 
of the children. The deceased burnt her
herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. 
- - it appears from, the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left a SOQ and a. 
daughter, the former's age is said to be 
about 8, and of· the youngest 4• and that 
she was not with child. A brother of the 
deceased has entered· into the necessary 
engageftlent for the maintenance 'Of the 
children. She burnt herself on the funeral 
pile of her husband' of her own accord, in 
the presence of the police officers. · 

- - it appears from the darogah' s report 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
dren, and that she was not with child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the presence . 
of the police officers. 

- - ditto - ditto ditto. 

-'ditto ditto - ditto. 

- - it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no children, and 
that she was not with child. She ·burnt · 
perself on the funeral pile of the husbapd 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. · • .· . 

- - ditto ~ - ditto - ditto. 
• 

- - ditto ditto ditto. 

• - ·it ~ppem'S n·OID.tlH! ·uarogah's report 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
·dren, and that she .was not with child. 
She burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the presence 
of the police officers. . , 



\ 
DIVISION OJ' DACCA-Iontin!Ud. 

ZIU.AHS\ 

liacke~gunge~ 
ccmtmned. 1 

Name• or 
SUTTEES. 

~8.-Mussummaut 1 
- · · Mohun Malia ] 2 5 

29.-D• Ramsona • 35 

. ' 

! 
so.-D• Surb Dyah - i3 

31.-D• Ram Mpnee 25 

3-J.-D• - Kunchun} 
Malia • • 7o 

33.-D• Poorneema • 55 

;j4·~D· Ramdoorga Go 

35-:_D• Rammalla - 45 
I 

CASTE. 

) 

Soodder • 

Byde • 

Soodder -

Chundaul 

Soodder -

Name• and Ca~te of 
thoir Husbands. 

- , ~ .. 

Profeuwn an"d Cireamstancc1 of

tile Husband. 

• Ranisoo~der DosS, - • peasant ; in indigent cir-
sood<rer. · . cumstances. 

" Neel Madholee • • doctor; in indigent cir-
.. Doss, by de. cumstances. 

• · Rammohun 1\lan
jee, ·soodder. 

- • talookdar ; in indigent 
circumstances. 

Doorgapershaud • • servant; in indigent cir-
Doss, woodder. cumstances. 

Subpersnud Doss, • . .c merchant> in uf8uent 
soodder. Circumstances. 

• Ramkunth Chung, - • peasant; in indigent cir· 
chundnu1. cumstnnces. 

Ram Ram Gooh, • - talookdar ; in aflh.ient 
soodder. · circumstances. 

w nshermnn's caste rrankisbto, waJh· - .~ wnshermnn; In indigent 
erman. ctrcumstnnces. 

t 

.I 

;~ 

, Date ?r Burning. 

19 October 18~6 

1 Nov. 

6 .:.. 

9 

10 

In what 
Police 1 urildic:tion. 

Nulchitty.: 

Gourriuddy 

· Nulchitty • 

Gournuddy 

Nulchitty 

Tugrah 

Nulchitty-

D itto 

:REMARKS. 

·- it appears from the darogah'a report 
that the deceased has left no children, and 
that sfie was not with child. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her ~usband 

, of Iter own accord, in tht; presence of the 
police officers. · 

- -. it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left 3 sons and 
3 daughters ; the youngest is a son; aged 
about 6 years ; and the ·brother of Neel 
Madholee has entered into the neces· 
sary engagements for the maintenance of 
the youngest child. The deceased -burnt 
herself on the" funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord, ·in the presence of tpe 
police officers. 

- • it appears from the darogah's report 
that the deceased has left 110 children, and 
that she was not with child. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her husband 
of her own accord, in the presence of the 
police officers. , 

- - ditt.v - • ditto • - ditto. 

-- it appears from the darogah's report. 
that the deceased has left. no minor children, 
and that abe wa~ not with child. The 
deceased burnt herself on the funeral pile 
of her husband of her own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. 

• • ditto - - d itto • ditto. 

··ditto ditto ditto. 

-. • ditto - - dhto • - ditto. · 



sG.-D• Surb Joyah· - - hawaladar; indigent ' Gournuddy - • it appears from the darogah's report ... rl5 Soodder - Cossee Chunder m 'J5 

" 
. . 

Roy, soodder. circutns~nces. that the deceased has left a daughter, en 
about 3 years old, and that she was not · 
with child. Two · brothers of Cossee 
Chunder Roy have entered into the neces~ 
sary engagement for the maintenance of 
the infant. The deceased burnt her11elf on 
the funeral pile of her husband of her own . 
accord, in the presence of the police 
officers. · · 

37.-D• Rrun Doorga 35 Brahm1n Bhowarinyper- ditto - '21 Nulchitty - -- it appears from the darogah's report - -
shaud Chucker- tl1at the deceased has left no minor chi!-
butty, bralunio. dren, and that she was not with child. ~ 

She burnt herself on the funeral pile of t;rj 
her husband of her own accord, jn the ~ • presence of the police officers. > 

• ~ -aS.-0° Seettabuttee So Sooddar - Durpnarain Sein, - ditto Ditto Angareeah --ditto - - ditto & - ditto. < 
soodder. ~ 

39.-Do Ram Malia'} Brahmin Cosseenauth Ba- - - talookdar ; in affiuent 8 Dec. Ditto • ~ it appears from the darogah's report 
-~ 

0 
N . alias Raujes- 30 nerjeea, _brahmin. circumstances. that the_ deceased has left 2 sons, one 

suree - - 7 years old, and the other 5, and that she ~ 
was not with child. The brother of Mus- -summaut H uj Malia has entered into the z 
necessary engagement for the maintenance 0 
of the children. The deceased burnt her- 0 
self on the funeral pile of her husband of 0 
her. own accord, in the presence of the ~ police officers. -
: ~ it appears from the darogah's report 

tj 
40.-D0 Seedeesurree 6o D;. Gunga Doss Bid- - ditto 10 - Ditto c 

dabhoooun, brah- that the deceased has left no minor chil- ~ 
min, dren, and that she was not with child. f/l 

The deceased burnt herself on the funeral 
pile of her lm~band of her ·own accord, 
the presence of the police officers, 

in 

41.-D• - Chunder-1, Soodder M Mirtunjoy Roy, - • zumindar; in amuent cir- 13 Kutwaleeparah - -- ditto - - ditto ditto. 
preeah - .• J5° soodder: cumstances. " , 

4'l.-D0 Gunga Monee 25 Brahmin - Ruttunkishen - - talookdar; in amuent cir- 14 Gournuddy -- it appears from the darogah's report 
C~aterjea, brah- c·umstances. that the deceased has left no children, and 
m1n. that she was not with child. The deceased 

burnt herself on the. funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord, in the presence_ .... 
of the police officers. -.. 

(c011tinue.i) ...... 



DIVISION OJ! DACCA-continu~cl 

ZILLAHS. · 

Backergttnge
conti'nucd. 

I 
Names of 

. SUTTEE~.. Ag~. 

43-Musst Surb } 24-
• Joyah - ·- . 

CASTE. 

Byde -

Names and Caste of 
their Husbands. 

Profession and Circumstances of 

the Husband. 

'Bydenath Doss, - - servant ; in indigent 
hyde. ~circumstances • 

Date of Burning. 

23 Dec. 1826 

44.-Do Ruttun - 25 Washerman'scaste Radhaskishen, 
washerman. 

:. ·• washerman; inhldigent 
circumsta~ces. 

30 

4s . .::.no umiopoon- }~o: Byde 
nab· - - . 

Chittagong - 1. 1.-:-MusstJussudah - So Soodder -

Joint Magistrate} - - - - - - - -of Noacolly - . 

City Dacca u. 1.-Musst Kurroona-}s6 Byde -
mye - . • -

2.-D0 Omopoorna • 45 

Nubkissen Sein, 
hyde. 

- Moocktaram, 
soodder. 

Xishenkaunt, 
gopt. 

Kewul Kishen, 
sein. 

- - talookdar ; in afHuent 
circumstances. -

.• ·- husbandry ; bas some 
property. 

-None.-

- - her husband possessed 
property to the value of 
sicca rupees 4,ooo, but did 
not follow any profession. 

Ditto 

15 July 1826 

' 16 January 1826 

- - her husbanJ. had no 21 March 
property of his own, and 
his profession was that of 
a Bengal mohurer. 

In what 
Police Jurisdiction. 

Gournuddy -

Angaieeah -

Nulchitty -

Zorawargunge -

Sabaur 

Rajabary -

REMARKS. 

- - it appears from the. darogah's report 
that the deceased has left no children, and 
that she was not with child. The deceased 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband of her own accord; in the pre- · 
sence of the police officers. 

- - ditto - - ditto · - - ditto. 

- - it. appears from the darogah' s report 
that the deceased has left no minor chil
dren, and that she was not with child. The 
deceased burnt herself· on the funeral pile 
of her husband of her own accord, in the 
presence of the police officers. 

- - she burnt herself voluntarily with the 
corpse of her husband ; police officer was 
in attendance on the spot ; she )eft no i.n
fant children, and there was no legal dis-
ability. · 

- - t11is sac1·ifice took place according to 
the ceremony of sahamurrun; Mussumaut 
Kurroonmye had no infant children. The 
police officers were present at the time, 
and no legal impediment existed. 

- • this sacrifice took place according to 
the ceremony of sahammTun ; Musst Or
noopoorna had no infant children. The 
police officers were present at the time1 and 
no legal impediment existed, 



3·:-0° Gour.money 1!:17 
Brahmin . Bydeenauth, sur- w - her husband was a zuz- 21 April. ·Solaghun • ~ • this. sacrifice took place according 

Dabeea • ·J rna. many brahmin, and pos- to the ceremony of sahamurrun ; Musst ... sessed property to . the Gourmony had no infant children. The 

""" en value of sicca rupees 200. police officers were present at the time, 
and no legal impediment existed. · · 

4.-D• Mohun Malla 6o Sooder Neelkunth, sing • - her husband had no 26 July Mulfutgunge -· - - this sacrifice took place according to 
property of his own, and . the -.ceremony of sahamurrun ; Musst. 

'. his profession was that ,of 1\:Iohun Malia had no infant children. The 
a cultivator. police ·officers were present at the time, 

and no legal impediment existed. 

5.-D" Rajesury • 35 Brahmin - Puddoluchun, - - her husband held a 30 July· Rajabary - - - this sacrifice took place according to 
chattatee. . petty talook of his own, the ceremony of sahamurrun; Musst 

~ and his profession was that Rajesury bad no infant children. The 
~ 

of a Bengal mohurcr, police officers were present at the time, t-4· and no legal impediment existed. >· 
6.-D0 TIU'amony Da-} 

19 
n·. Bessessur, surma - - her husband was a zuz- 11 Sept. Setaghur - - - t~is sacrifice took place according to . 

"""' brahmin, and pos- -beea - - many the ceremony of sahamurrun; l\Iusst Tara- < sessed property to the money Dabeea had no infant children. The ~ 

N 
value of sicca rupees 100. police officers were present at the time, 

1-3 
t.:. 

and no legal impediment existed. 
0 

7.-D• Khamungkur-}n By de Gooroopershad, ~ • her husband was gene- 14 Mulfutgunge - - this sacrifice took place according to . 
t:c ree - - doss. rally employed as a native the ceremony of sahamurrun ;,l\luss1 Kha-

doctor or kubeerauj, and mungkurree had an infant son of ~ years -z 
had no property of his and 6 months old ; the prescribed engage- ~ 
own. ment was entered into by Rajeeblochun 0 Doss, the cousin of her husband, ·who ac- c cordingly took charge of the child. The 

police officers were present at the time, ~nd ~ 
no legal impediment existed .. -

8.-D0 Tareenee . ~ 50 no- Kishen Kinker, - • her husband had· no '24 Rajabary - - - this sacrifice took place according to 
t:l 
0 

sein. property of his own, and the ceremony of sahamurrun; Mustt Ta- ~ his· protession was that ·of reenee had no infant children. The police 
a Bengal mohurer~ officers were present nt .the time, and no ~ 

legal impediment existed. 

g.-I>•Kurr;epereeah 64 Brahmin - Hurry Kishen, - - l1er husbatld possessed 13 Oct. Ditto - ~ this sacrifice took place according to 
chowdry. property to the value of the ceremony of sahamurrun; Musst Ta-

sicca rupees 400, and his reenei hacl no infant children. The police 
profession was· that of a officers were present at the time, and no 

· Bengal mohurer. legal impediment existed. 

to~D· ShubooSoon-1 na- Cossy Doss, but - - her husband was a · 2 ~0\"o ;\I u lfl\tgunge ~ - this sacrifice took place according to 
. !Zl tacha•·ge pundit brahmin, and had durree - -J the ceremony of sahamurrun; l\luss1 

household property ot' small Shu boo Soondurree bad no infant children. 
value. The police ofticers were present at the time, 

and no legal impediment existed. . ". 
(co11tinued) '-0 



.. ,. . . .. - . . .... 
O• DAccA-cont~nued. ' 00 DIVISION 0 - ; Name• nnd Caste of Profesiion •nd Ciieum•taucos of 

Date of Burnin&• 
In what 

- Nam~a of CASTE. their Huabands, the Husband. .Police Jurisdiction. 
REMARKS, 

ZILLAHS •. SUT:PEES. Age. 

. -
City Dacca- 11 .-Musst Subuddra 6o Sooder - . .RamrajaJ deo . - -_, her husband held a petty 13 Nov. 182i:> Mulfatgunge - - - this sacrifice took place according to. 

contin1Ull. ta1ook of his own, and ·was the ceremony of-sabamurrun. Mussumat 
- generally employed as a Subud'dra had no infant children. The po-. . 'mohurer. lice officers were present at the time, nnd (") 

no legal impediment existed: 0 
!7 

' -111.-D• Ornoopoorna 26 · n~ - - Dangoo, paul - - - her husband. was em- 9 Dec. - Rajabary - . • - thitl· sacrifice took place according to a': 
· floyed in selling beetle- - thP. ceremony of sahamurrun. Mussumat c:: 

eaves, and had household . Ornoopoorna had no infant children. The z 
property of•small value • . . police officers were present nt the time, -, and no legal impediment exiJStcd. ~ ' ...., -

D~cca Jelalporc 3· 1.-Musst Mooklis-} Kahet Callachand, ghose • - the husband of the :ie- 6 March 1826 Ilelkea •• the darogah's report states that the 0 - . - - - z suree of Mas· g5 ceased wtl_s a moonl!hee in woman had no son : sbe bw·nt herself with r:n 
char Dhooldee · the civil court of · zillah the dead body of her husband by her own > Rauje!illyeJ and talookda1·. accord; and the -ceremony was performed - in conformity with the Hindoo law, in pre- z 

sence _of local police officers and the nazir 0 . . of the court. 0. 
2 . - na Sreemuty 0~30 Sahoo ChytanJ podar - - - the husband of the de- 5 June Ditto - - the darogah's report .states that the c - - - . . 

~ Luckeecool ceased was a podar -and woman had 3 daughters and a son, aged ~ , talookdar. fi·om 3 to 12 years ; and, to · nourish and ~ 
educPte them durin~ their infuncy and mi- U':!. 

nority, had been elivered in charge of "' . Netaye, podnr, the brother of the deceased : 0~ 
the engagement was executed by him. She z . 0 burnl: herself with the deceased body of 
her husband by her own accord ; and the ~ 

~ ceremony was pertormed in conformity n . ' with the Ilindoo law, in pre~;ence of the M 
magistrate an~ the local police officers. · 

3.-D" Cassee Preah} Boyde - . Ramanund, doss - - the husband of the de- '19 July - Railgutcah - - - the darogah's report states thnt the 
· · of B~sandanga so ceased was a servant of the . woman had a son and 3 daughters, oge;l 

Hon. Com~nny's establish- fi·om 16 to 30 years: she llurnt herself 
ment in t e Board of Re- with the dead body of her husband by her 

' 
venue, to the salary of 70 own accord, and the ceremony was Eer-
rurcees per mensem, and fol'med in conformity with the Hindoo aw, 
ta ool-.dar. in presence of the local police olficen. 

I 



1\Iymcnsing - . -
..... 

_, Sylhet -
0'.1 

Tipperah 1.-D~ Solochunah - 50 Sooder -

£,-D° Chuuder Kulla 33 Chundal ·-

3.-D~ Arrahury • 70 Joogy -

4--D0 Dagee - - 30 Carpenter 

Ramhurry Dult, 
alias Punchanund, 
sooder, aged 70 
years. 

Ghurimy Ram 
Chung, chundal, 
aged tio years. 

neshenauth, 
joogy, aged 95 
years. 

Focanny, car
penter; aged 42 
years. 

I 

·-None.-

-None.-

--servant and husbandman; 
reported to have been in t·e
spectable circumstances. 

- - fisherman : reported to 
hav_e been in respectable 
circumstances. 

--weaver; reported to have 
been in respectable circum-
stances. · 

.. ~ carpenter ; reported to 
have been in rupectable 
circumstances. 

17 May -

- Ditto -

7 August -

1-Ingeegunge 

Cutwally -

Thurlah 

.l 
I .Cutwally • 

I 

-- sahamurrun, without being in any way 
inebriated, and in conformity with the 
shaster. Burned at the same time with her 
deceased husband, in the presence ofJuger
nauth Sein, mohurer, and Kishen Singh, 
burkundaze of the tbannah. Died leaving 
issue 2 sons and ~ daughters; eldest son 
aged 40 years, and the youngest 23 years; 
eldest daughter aged 2G years, and the 
youngest 18 years. 

- - • s~hamurr~n, without being fn any way 
• inebriated, and in conformity with the 

shastet•, Burned at the sarpe time with her 
deceased husband, in the .presence ofKewal 
Kishen, mohurer, and Hurry Singh, bur-

. kundaze of Cutwally. Died leaving issue 
one daughter, aged 20 years. 

- - sal1amurrtm1 without being in any way 
inebriated, and in conformity with tl:e 
~haster. Burned at the same time with her 
deceased husband in tf:te presence of the 
darogah, and Sha IIJaJ10med and Shumshcr, 
burkunJazes of the thannah. Left issue 
3 SOl1S; the eldest aged 51 years, the ~e
cond 40 years, and the youngest 38 years. 

- - sahamurrun, without being i'n any way 
inebriated, and in . conformity with the 
shaster. Burned at the same time with her 
deceased husband, in thepresenceofKemul 
Kishen, mohurer; Hurry Si11gh, burkun~ 
daze and Ham Doss Singh, hurkurrah of 
the ti1annah. Left issue one daughter and 
one snn; theformer aged 10, aud the latter 
6 years: they are both placed in the C"harge 
of Poornanund, a relation of the deceased, 
who has entered into an agreement, ac
cording to the regulations, to support and 
educate them. 

-....... -z 
t:1 
0 
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·- .. 
; . . '• 

Names of · 
ZILLAJIS. SUTiEES, Age. CASTE. . 

: 

DIVISION OF MOORSHED.ABAD. 

_Beerbhoom - 4- " 1.-Musst Jeykalee}ao 
Thakooranee -

2~-D" - Unopoorna}60 
1.'hakooranee -

3 • ..;.Do · Petumburee}
32 Thakooranee - . 

4.-D0 Lukheesuree}ao 
Debeea - -

Brahminee 

. 

Names .and Caste of Profession and Cireumstances o£ 
their Husbands; ~e HusbiUld. 

' 

I 

Khoodiram Mo- ~ ~ obtained his living by 
kerjeea, brahmin. service, and was. versed in 

the Bengalese. 

Gobindchund - - obtained . his livin~ .by 
Mokerjeea, brah- service, and was acquamt~d 
min. ·with the. Bengalese. 

D!'-te of Burning. 

I 

9 Jan. 

6 April· 

Doorgapershad --obtained his living bv ·2o J~ly . 
Mokerjeeab, brah- service, ap.d was versed in 
min. Bengalese. 

Dataram· Roy, 
brahmin. 

ditto 11 Nov. 

In what 
Police Jurisdiction. 

Labpoor -. 

Khunoon-

Soory 

Lob poor 

REMARKS. 
' 

.,. 

- - ·on receiving intimation-of the widow 
of the deceased having an intention to be
come a suttee, the darogah of the th'annah 
repaired to the spot, and as no prohibitory 
reason existed, she of her own free will 
burnt herself along with her husband's 
corpse. 

ditto ditto - - ditto. 

ditto . ditto - - ditto. 

ditto - - ditto - ditto. 

N.·B.-No other suttees. took place within this di~trict during the above year; nor was there any instance of a woman having made up her::mind 'to burn 
herself, who afterwards desisted through the persuasion of her relations or friends, or interposition of police officers. 

' 
' 

Bhaugulpore - . - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -None.-

Joint Magistrat~} 
of +'oionghyr - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - -None • .....; 

-
Dinagepore ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ . -None.·-

. 
-

Joint l\Iagi~trate I -None.-of Maldah ·J . - - - - - - - - - - - - -
: 



.... 
.. r 
?0 

• 

City ·Moorshe- } 1.-Musst Unoomotee 9.7 
dabad - 4 · 

9..-D• Bhuwannee .. 40 

a.-n• qourmonnee +5 

+o-D• Gounnunnee 8o 

' 
Puineeah . . . .. - . .. 

Rajshabye .. - - - .. .. . -
. 

Joint Magistrate} - - - - -of Bagoora -
• 

ungpore - - - - - .. .. .. 
Commissioner 0~} Rungpore - - - . -

Cait 

Brahmin -

- . -
- - -
- . . 

- . .. 
0 

- - -

Daikoodutt, alias 
Byjenauth, coit. 

Pudlochun Moo
kerjah, brahmin. 

- - it appears from the da
rogah's report that the de
ceased procured a subsist
ence by the sale of gotah. 

- - the deceased is reported 
to have obtained a subsist
ence from Rajah Hurree 
Nauth Roy. 

19 Jan. 

12 March 

.. Madhol, brahmin .. -the deceased procured a 9.3 July 
subsistence from the rent of 
birmutteer land, and charity. 

-
-

-
. 

-

Manickchurn 
Gosyne, brlibmin. 

- - it is reported by the da
rogah that the deceased 
procured a -living by the 
help of his shewucks. -

3 Oct. 

See Magistrate's letter· of the 13th February 18~7 • 

- - - .. - -None.- - .. .. 
-

.. - .. .. -None.-

- . - .. -None.-

'I -None.-- . • -
- . . - -None.-

- -

. 

I 

Mahajuntolee Mussumat Unoomutee burned with the 
corpse of her husband, in' the presence of 
the police officers, by the ceremony of 
suhamurrun, in the absence of any legal 
impediment to her becoming a suttee. 

Shoogah Gunge ditto - - ditto • . - ditto. 

Baujbarree 

Burrooah -

. - -

- - Muasumat Gourmonnee sacrificed her
self with the corpse of her husband, in the 
presence of the police officers, by the cere~ 
mony of 83hamurruo, leaving a son of the 
age of 9.9. years. 

. . 
- - - this sacrifice t~ok place in conformity 

·with the bewustahs circulated by the Sud
der Nizamut Adawlut. The deceased has 

_ left 9. grown-up sons. 

- -- no suttees have taken place during the 
year. 

• 



. 
Name.sof 

ZILLAHS. SUTTEES. Age. 
. 

.. .. 
' 

DIVISION OF PATNA. 

"Behar - - 3· i.-Musat Dibcoon:-}2~ 
wur - - - · 

. 2~• • Doman}60 
• €oonwar - -

a.-Do MunbasBee • 16 

. 
CASTE. 

I 

' 
.. . -

Koit 

Bahman ·-

Joint 1\lagistrate} 
. . of MOnghp- - - - 1- -
City of Patna •· 4· 1-Dareeao's wife;} 

the particu1ar name 6 of this Woman UD• O 
. known · - - - - · 

2.-D0 Ram Koowur 70 

a.-Do Deepkoowur 6o 

Bahbunnee 

Rajpooteen 

Brahminee 

I . 
Names and Cute of 

their Husbimds. 

•. .. • . 

· Migrag Sing, 
raujpoot. 

Khim Chundt 
koit. 

. Sunkcr Roy, 
bahman. 

- --
Duriao Singh, 

babhun. 

Sumbhoo Rait 
rajpoot. · 

Lokenath Mis
ser, brahmin.. 

• . 
; 

Profession and CircumstQncea o£ 
Date of B LU·uing. 

tbe Hu~band. 
. .. . .. . . -

• . 

malick. and malgoozar - ~3 March 1.826 

ditto ditto - 10. April 

cultivator of land - 17 .July 

- N:one.-,-

- • zumindw.· malick of 
mouja La~gunge . . . 

service -

- • supported himself and 
family by the profit arising 
from a share in tl1e bha
mineral fees of a village. 

I. 
5 April -

19 July -

~ Septembel' -

' 
'Inwbat 

Pulice J urhdictioo. 
REMARKS. 

. .. .. -· .. - . 

Thannah Now
abad. 

- • this woman burned herself with the 
bOdy of hei husband; and left a child 
5 years of age. The police officers were 
not present at the suttee. 

no · Gya • 

no Urwul 

Bickram -

Sadickpoor 

Sultingunge 

- - this woman bumed herself with the 
corpse of her husband ; she had no children. 
The police officers arrived after the l>Uttee 
had t:Jken place. 
-- this woman burned herself with the 
corpse of her husband; she ball no children ; 
anu the police officers arrived while the 
suttee was burning. · 

- · • - left,..!Z sons, one by the age of 12 years 
and the other of g years ; these children 
are under the protection of P uhlwnn Singh, 
the b~ther of Duriar Singh, deceased. 
The thannadar . of Bickrum was present, 
exerted himself to prevent the suttee, but 
without effect. Burnt herself with the body 
of her husband on the sth April 1826. 
- - left 2 sons, one 3-.1 years and the other 
27 years of age, both of whom are cha
prosset's. The tbannadar and t he sons of 
the deceased were present at the crcmatiorit 
and exerted themselves to prevent tl1e 
suttee, but without effect. Burnt herself 
with the body of her husband on the 1gth 
July 18116. 
- - the magistrate was present and endea
voured to prevent the cremat)on ; h is efforts 
however were not attended with effect, .and 
no legal objection to the suttee in question 
existed. Burnt herself wi th the body of 
her husband on the 2d September 18zu.· · . 

.... 
00 
~-
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~ . 

Goruckpore !oBll· 

. 

4.-D0 Mootee - !21 

1.-Musst Thujye - ~0 

~.-D• Chutteea - 30 

3·~Do Rujnee -so 

4.-D0 Haman Chul· }lilo 
lee - -

5.-D• Bhugowannee 70 

~--D• Ujriashee • ~3 

7.-D• Soobucknee • 45 

8.-D• Sujharee -u 

g.-D• Jusowontee - 77 

10.-D0 Sujnee . • 'J5 

t t,-Do R umrah - 6o 

1~.-D• .Aodhu - So 

13.-D° Ku~ooteree So 

. 14.-D• Lutcheea ·40 

t,s.-D• Koongna • lZ5 

. 

no - -. . 

Rnjpootin . 

Brahminee . 

A burial - -
Brahmince . 
Burnawarin . 
Brahminee . 
Koormin - . 
Kaytbeir - . 

n· - -
Brahminnee . 

. no - -
Rajpootin- -
Brahminee . 
Seinthwarin . 
Rajpootin • --

Dulwunt Pat- • ditto • • ditto • 
tach • 

-

Baboo Mndho zemindur . -Sing, chubtree. 

Per-Seetub beggar . . -
shaud, tewaree. 

Buck tour' cultivator - -Aheer. 
Lnllbibnree, ditto . - -

brahmin. 
Bannrussee, bur- ditto . - . 

nawan. 
N undpershaud · zemindar and cultivator 

Zewarree, brah-
min. 

Bickurn. labourer - -
SohunJoll, koit cultivator - -
Bhud1oolol, koit ~anoongoe - . 
Beneemadhooa· cultivator - -

pudhea, brahmin. 
Dirdial Misr, zemindnr and cultivator 

brahmin,. 
Judoo Sing, ditto - - ditto 
r~oot. 
. urbunasmion, zemindar and beggar 

brahmin. 
Noher Sunth- cultivator . -war. 
Autar Sing, raj- zemindar and cultivator 

poot. 

- 8 October - Magulpoorah . . • - ~uasuma~ Mootee was childless, and 
notwrtbstanding the presence and exertion 
of the thannadars, and other police, 11he 
declared herself determined to become 
suttee. Burnt herself with the body of her 
'husband on the 8th October 18~6. 

.. 31 ~pril 1826 Thannah Bans- . • - in this case the suttee took place before 
gaon. the arrival of the police, the woinan left 

!J.n infant child, but the heirs executed the 
re~uired ikrarnamah to take charge of it, 
an the ceremony was otherwise according 
to the published bebusta. - ~1 May - Thannah Dans- - • the Eouttee took place before the arrival 

goon Mirhurreea. of the police, the ceremony was in accord-
ance with the · published bebusta, the 
womap burnt with the body of her husband. . 5 - - no Deoneea - • • ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 

- 9 - - - Ditto . • ,;, ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 
-- 15 - - Thannah Kus- ·:.ditto . - ditto - - ditto. 

,. see a. . 7 July - o• Peipraick . -: ditto - . ditto - . ditto. 

- 15 - - 'Dn Kusseea . • ·ditto - - ditto . - ditto. 

- !25 - - D• Ghooghoolee • • ditto . . ditto . - ditto. 

- ~6 - - n• 1\Ieergunge - -·ditto - - ditto - ·- ditto; 

- 1 January - Sudder Thannah --ditto - . ditto . - ditto . 

- 14 August - Thannah Deoreea --ditto - . ditto· . - ditto. . 
. !21 - - - Ditto . --ditto . . ditto - - ditto. 

. 3 October - - Ditto . - - ditto . - ditto . - ditto. 
• - to - - Thannah Kussua --ditto - - ditto - - ditto. 

- 11 - - Sudder Thannah ··in thii case the suttee took place-before 
the arrival of the police, the woman left 3 
infnnt children, the persons concerned were 
aummoned but concealed themselves. The , case is therefore still under investigation. 

(continuet/) 



DllVISION OP PATN(L--t:ontiJJilt:d. -
ZILLAHS, 

Goruckpore--con·· 
tinued. 

Ramghur 

Age.' 

l 
16.-Musst .Emeerta 6o 

-- .. .. .... '- . 
; 

I 

17.-0° Bhugowan· }Bo 
nee • -

-

· 18.-D• Nundoo - 45 

. 

lg.-D• Hoola;ee • 70 

.... 

!llo.-D• Deelah - - 70 

~t.-D~ Pannah 100 

~~.-Do Chaurasee 4~ 

1.-Musst Ruttun} 
5 Cooonr - - 4-

CASTE. 

-
Brahminee · . 

.. 
,• 

1 Ahtirin • . -

. 
· Brahminnee -.. 

. 
no - ~ 

: Rajpootin • -
· Loharri11 . -

Brahminee -

Rajpoot ~ 

Names and Cute of 
their Husbands. 

; Toorant. Misr, 
Brahrnin. 

Neerhoo - -

Jeolall Pande, 
Brahmin. 

.. 
~ 

Bisram Rapud-
hea, Bral1min. · . ... 

Sirrlnr Sing, 
Rajpoot. 

Ugand Lobar . 
Gopaul Dut 

Mean, brahmin. 

I-luldhur 
ra)poot. 

lloy • . 

I 

PI'Dfcnion lfld Circumatancct of 
the Hosband. 

beggar . . - - . . 

! ~abourer·· .. - -
. 

• cultivator - - -

·beggar - - . -

' zemindar - .. -
cultivator - . -
zemindar . . -

- • the profession or her 
husband was cultivator and 
zemindar; Blld he was in 
good circumstances. 

I 

I 

; 

; 

: 

In 'll'hat • 
Date of'.Buruing. Polic:e J uri1diction. 

6. November 1826 . .. .... ; Thannah Deoreea 
' 

~ 6 - - 'thannah Deoreea 

' -
- --

30 - - D• Gye Ghaut 

1 December- no .Deoreea -
I 

3 - - - Ditto . . 

7 - - Thannah Deoreea 

SJ6 - - - Ditto :" 

15 November 18 26 Maharaj Gunge 
in Chota . Nag· 
poor. 

I 

RE:r.rARlC S, 

• ~ in this case the suttee t~k place before 
the ·arrival-of i11e holice, the ceremony was 

' in accordance wit, the published hebusta ; 
1 t'he woman burnt with· the body of her 
. husbBild, but the persons who appeared to 

have been concerned were summoned, and 
the case it: still under investigation. 
- ~ the suttee took place before-the arrival 
of the police. The ceremony was in accord-
ance · with the published 'bebusta. The 
woman bwnt with. t~e body . of her 
husband. · · 

1 

• - in this case the suttee took _place before 
· the arrival of the police." The woman left 
1 one infant child, but the heirs executed the 
' r:!tuired ikrarnama to t8.ke charge of it, 
. an the ceremony was authorized according 
. to the bebusta. 
: - - the _suttee took place before the arrival 
I Of the police; the Ceremony W8S iD BCCOrd• 
: ance with . the pu?lished bebusta. The 
I woman _ burnt w1th the body of her 
. husband. · · · 
i • - dittq - - ditto - - ditto. 

,.., 

.. • ditto - . . ditto - - ditto . 

• -ditto - :. uittci . - ditto. 

- - this sacrifice too~ place by the ceremony 
of sahamurrun. . It appe11.rs from the 

· darogah's report that th1s womnn volun
tarily burnt herself with the body of her 
husband, leaving no infant children, neither 
was she in a state of pregnancy, nor un
cleanness, at the time of sacrifice. The 
police darogah did not receive information 
m time, and was unable _to arrive at the 
spot at the time of the performance of the 
ceremony. . _ 

... 
00 
0"1 



~.-Musst Boongeo so 

3.-Do Kurnfool - lZ9 

> 
$)a 

Rujwar - -

Rajpoot - -

lCaseerrarn Ituj• 
war. 

Sheopursaud 
Sing, Rajpoot. 

, 

• - the profession of' her 
husband was cultivator, nnd 
was iu good circumstances. 

'· 

- - ditto - - ditto • 

4 March Echack - .. - this sacrifice took place by the ceremony 

t8 

of sahamurrlltl. It appears from the 
daragah's. report that this w·oman ·volun
tarily burnt herself with the body of her 
husband, leaving no infant children, neither 
was she in a state ·of pregnancy, no~ un~ 
cleanness at the time of sacrifice. The 
jemadar of the thannah was present at the 
time of the performance of the ceremony. · 

Aurungabad - - - this sacrifice-took place by the ceremony 
of anoomurrunie. lt appears from the 
darogah's report, that the hutlband died at 
Gya ; the wife being informed of the cir
CUrniitance, she burnt herself, together with 

her husband's turban, accor1Ling to the ceremony of anoomurnmie thre~ 
days after, notwithstanding the remonstrances of her neighbours, leaving 
no infant children, neither was she in a state of pregnancy, nor unclean 
ness at the time of sacrifice;. Mun~enauth Sing, her father-in-law, was 
brought ~ to the court, and ~fine imposed on him for having not given 
information of the suttee to' the thannah before the performance of the 
ceremony. The police darogah did not receive information in ·time~ and 
was unable to arrive at the spot at the time of the performance of the 
ceremony. 

~------------~~---------~------~--------------~---------~-------~~----------------~~------~---------~--------------------------------------------~----
Sa run 10. 

• 

!I.-Do Gho6oeeah go 

Banneean 

Bhoonharreen -

Bhurrosee, ban
neeah. 

Shew Raee, 
boonhaur. 

- - dealer in salt and 
tobacco • 

cultivator 

' 5 March 1826 Fultehpore - - • this suttee, which took place before 
I took charge of this district, was irregular, 
as the woman wao5 under 16 year~ of age, 
but the pundit to whom the acting magis
~ate referred the case, according to a pre-

valent custom in this -office, whi~h has since been discontinued, declared 
it to be regular, and n~thing further was done. From the thannah report, 
it appears that no undue influence or intimidation was used to induce 
the woman to sacrifice herself; on the contrary_, that the relaticns tried 
to dissuade ·her from it, she was not pregnant, nor had she any children. 
lf'er husband was a poor man, and could neither read nor write; The 
police officers did not receive information ·soon enough to enable them 
to be on the spot wheii the suttee took place. . 

- Hooseypoor · • - - MussumetGhoonneeah voluntarily burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her hu!Stand, 
deced'ed, her relations- tried their utmost 
to dissuade her from s_o doir~g,. but without 
effect; before the police officers could reach 
the spot she was sacrificed ; she was not 
pregnant, nor has she ]eft any children. 
Sheu Raee Bhoonbaur could neither read 
nor write any' language; and was of a poor 
class. 

(contznued) 
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D.tVISION . OF PATNA~ontinued'. 

ZILLAHS. 
· Name of 

SUTl' EES. Age. 

Names and Cluh! of Proiession and Circumstance• of In what 
P~Uce 1 uritdiction. REMARKS. · 

I 
C AS T E. their Husbands, the Husband. 

-------------:-----------~----~l--------------1---------~-~-l~----------------~~~----~~·-~---l-~--------~-l------------------------------
. , . . , I 

Sarun-coneinued. · 3.-Musst Aujnassee +5 Bralimanee 

,4..-D• Millurberrun-}67 
daw - -. - • 

5.-D0 Lounjee - • 18 

6.-D• Birruncheeah '25 . Kooerrun-

7 .-D• Muddooraw - 50 

Bunsee Pandey,. cultivator -
brahmin. 

·J 

Goureeshunker 
Appudduah, 
bmhmeen. 

Gundrup Pan· 
· dys, brahmin. 

Kunnye l{o
.wuth, koerree. 

Bboordur, 
kooerree. 

ditto ' .;. 

ditto 

employmen't -

cultivator · 

.,. 

9 · ~o\pril · 18~6 Tbanmili Taje· -· -this suttee ·took place .befqre ·. I came . 
to this,.district, and the circumstances were 
thei followin~ :-The :woman's husband· 

poor. 

. was a brahmm; after his d~nth his rela-
tions put the body on the funeral pile, .set fire to it, and quitted the place 
to bathe, and the woman took·this opportunity of mounting the pile and 
burning herself. I ~ppreh~nd ~hat · this suttee was re~ular, although the 
woman ·was· a brahmm," as ··t was the actual funeral pile of the husband, 

. and no other eause of objection existed. No previous information was 
given to the police, who discovered the circumstance afterwards, . The 
husband _could neither re~ n<?r write, and was a man of no property. 

- - : Do Boggh!l . - ~- Musstl\tieerberrundaw voluntarily burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 
husband ; her relations and the police 
officers ·endeavoured to dissuade her from 
~· doing, but without effect. She has lett 
no children under age, not: was she preg· 

' ilant. Goureesunkur could read and write 

11 January 
Hindee, and was a man of property. 

D• J:loosaypoor . - ~ Mussumet Lounjee voluntarily burnt 

110 July 

herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 
husoand. _. . Her relations and the police 
officers endeavoured to 'dissuade her from 
so doing, but ·without effect. She bas 
left no children under age, nor was ·she 
pregnant. . Gutldrup Pandey could neither 
read nor write, and was of a poor class. · 

Do Bittiah ' - , - - Mussumet Birruncheeah . voluntarily 
· · burnt herself on the funeral pile ofher 

deceased husband. Her relations and 
police officers did their best to prevent bel' 
from so doing, but without effect. · ' She 
has left no children under age, nor was she 
pregnant. Kminye Rowuth could read 
and write, and was a man ofproperty. 

'.1.7 August n• Derouley - - • MussumetMuddooraw voluntarily burnt 
herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 
husband.· Her relations aQd the police 

. officers endeavoured to dissuade her from 
so doing, without effect. She was not pregnant, nor has she left any 
children. · Bhoondur Koorree could neither read nor writ~, but wa~ 
a man of prop~ty. . , · 

(cont{nued) 



I . 

8.-n• Lukkeeah • liS · Brahminee 

g.-D0 Hurkoowur 50 Koi~tteen-

1o.-D0 Doomree 100 Lebar 

' 
Shahabad - 1~1\fu!llit Phakuneo !:lo Rajpoot -

, 

2.-D".Dhoopeea • 40 

• · Buggoo Miaser, 
· brahmin. 

• Gujrauj Doss, 
]wit. 

• Toollaw, lobar • 

- Sooumbur Rae, 
rajpoot. ' 

• Gooman Rae1 
rajpoot. 

ditto - - · 19 Sept.. · · - Sewaun • • -~ _ ;r..Ius_sumet Lukkeeah voluntarily burnt 

ditto 

blacksmith 

- - sepoy ; left property 
valued at 40 rs. 

- - D' - - so rs.. .. 

he~self on the funeral pile of her deceased 
husbarid. Her relations and the police 
officers endeavoured to dissuade her from 
.so doing, but ~thout effect. She was 
neither pregnant, . nor has she left any 
children under age. Buggoo Misser could 
{ead and write Hindee, and was a man of 

4 Nov. H oosajpore 
property. 

• • • Mussumet Hurkoowur voluntarily burnt 

15 Tagepoor • 

herself on the funeral pile of her deceased 
husband. ' Her relations and the police 
officers did their best to dissuade her from 
so doing, but without effect. She was not 
pregnant, nor has she left any children 
under age. Gujrauf Doss could read 
~nd .wite Hindee, and was a man of 
property. 

• - - This was rather an extraordinary case 
·The woman was net burnt by the assistance 
of any person, and·therefore no one could 
be blamed. Her husband bad been dead 
more than ten years, and l!he was with 
him when - be died, and it does not 
appear that .she was at the time disqualified 

from being a suttee; but one' day she went of her own accord, with 
out consulting any person, to. a place where· the villagers h~d c~l 
lected a quantity of fire-wood m a heap, and burnt herself on 1t wtth 
a wooden shoe and turban of her deceased husband, which she had kept. 
The people tried to prevent her, b~t were deten"e.d by her invoJ?ng curses 
on diem if they did. The suttee. was of course UTegular, but- Jt was the 
woman's own act. The husband was a man oi some property, but could 
neither read nor write. · 

23 January 1826 Thannah Arrah 
at ·saurswan, 4 
coss from the 
tbannah. · 

- - ne widow is atated to have burnt her 
self -with her sindhora immediately on 
hearing of her husband's death, which· 
occurred while he was on service. SJ;te 
left n~ children. No information was • 
taken to ·the thannah till after the sacrifice 
had been completed. 

8 February - Thannah Sahse
ram, at Kurma, 
2 COBS froiD the 

· thannab. · 

-- ;-The widow is stated to · have sacrifice~ 
herself on the funeral P.ile .of her busban~ 
She left no young children. Information 
of the intended sacrifice wa,s tilken to 

; the thannah, but before the thannadar 
· could arrive the 1acrifice was completed. 

-- - --- ··- -- (continued) 
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DrnsioN 0:1' PAtNA.-contimu:d. 

· ZILLAH$, 

.;.Sh aha bad-con-
.Jimted. ! 

! 

Name• of 
SUTTEES.. Age. 

· 3.-Mussr Zeerua 6o 

-
'\ 

4.-Do Lonekullee ~Q 

"CASTE. 

)3rahmin -

Rajpoot -

' - 90 : Zurgur ·· 

- g > Rajpoot -

7;-n• Soobhageea 'JS: Kulwar .. 

s . ...:no Soobeemee ~o : na ;L 

' 
' ' ' 

' 
g.-D• Hurkoowur 50 Brahmin -

., 

Names and :Costa of' Prorea!Jion and Circumstance! of 
their .Hu.bands. .\he Hu1band. 

l 
~ 

Ozgaibee · Ze· : -- cultivator; left property 
WOlTee, brahmin. ; valued at 40 rupees. 

Rambit Sing, : 
r~jpoot. 

- - son of a sharer of a · 
small estate ; left· no pro
-perty. 

- Tekehund Zurgu,r - - goldsmith; left property 
valu~d at 50 rupees. 

. 

-

-

-

Hararee 
. rajpoot. 

Motee, · kulwar -

Ramsahaee, 
kulwar. 

Ubheeman Ao. 
padheea, brah-
min. 

. 

~ - cultivator ; lived with 
his father. 

. . 

- • tradet·; left property 
valued at 200 rupees. 

--trader; -left property 
valued at 200 rupees. 

.. 

-·beggar; left no pro~ 

perty. 

' 

D-:te of Burning. 
ID what 

Police J uri,diction. ·It :p1.A R K .S. 

.. 

26 February 1826 Thannah Doom- - .:. iilformation of the widow's intention was 
rocon, at Ramoe ; · taKen to the thannah, but before a police 
barrea, 3 · coss officer· could arrive the. sacrifice was com
f1·om the thannah. pleted~ The widow is stated to have 

30 

Thimnah Dhan · 
gueer, at Chilha, 
4 coss from the 
tbannah. 

Thannah Doom
rown, at Chou
gaan, 4 coss from . 
the thannah. 

sacrificed herself·on the funeral pile of her 
husband; she left no young-children. · 
- - no information was taken to the thannah 
till a month after the sacrifice. The widow 
is stated to have burnt herself on the 
funeral pile of her husband ; she left no 
children. 
-..,information oithewidow'11 intention was 

1 taken to the thannah, but before a police 
officer could arrive the sacrifice was com
pleted. T.he widow is stated to have burnt 
heqelf on the funeral pile of her husband. 

· She. left no young children. 
14 May · Thannah Dhan- , ~. - this was an illegal sacrifice. The girl 

gaun Mouza Um- had been' merely betrothed to the deceased; 
mora, 3 ~ coss on ' being informed of his death, which 
from the thannah. · occurred in another village, she is stated to 

15 

..;.. 

'.1.7 

... 

have burnt herself willin~;,-ily with a turban 
of the deceased. The girl's uncle, who set fire to the pile, was committed 

•. for tr.ial before the c~urt of:circuit, and was subsequently sentenced by 
• that couit to 3 years imprhmnment. No information was taken to the 

thannah .till after the sacrifice. ~ 
- Thannah Bhub- --no information was taken to the thannah 

booa,atJeytpoor, till after the sacrifice. The widow is stated 
3 ~ coss from the to have ~acrificed herself on the funeral pile 
thannah of her husband; she left no young childr£'n, 

Thannah Bhub-' - -no information was taken to the thannah 
, baoa, atJ eytpoor, till' !lfter the sacrifice. The widow is stated 

3 ! coss from the to 'have burnt herself on the funeral pile 
thannah. of her husband. She left 2 children under 

Thannah Doom
rown, at Purma
nundpoor, 5 coss 
from the thannah . . 

' 3 year3 of age, for whose support a brother 
of the deceased has entered into the pre-
scribed moochilka. -
- - no information was taken to the thannab 
till after the sacrifice. The \vidow is stated 
to have sacrificed herself on the funeral 
pile of ·her · husband ; she left no young 
children. , 

-\0 
.0 



.... .... 
C» 

10.-Musst 
rasee 

Kahur 

11.-D• Rakaseea - !.12 :Rajpoot 

1 g.7 D" Chundun • 30 Brahmin • 

13.-D0 Ujna5ee- -· 50 Kulwar 

14--D• Boodheea - 6o Goalla 

15.-D• Aeesabeea - · 8 Brahmin -

' i6.-D• Sooga - - !.14 Kaeth 

, 

. 17.-D• Ubhee Lak·}+o . Brabmun -
· ·bee - . - -~ 

• .. Juggemath, ka· ·:_~labourer; left no pro· • 5 June 
hur. .Perty. 

Naik Rai, raj
poot. 

Rambharasa 
Misser, brahmin. 

Sheachum Loll, 
kulwar. 

Assa, goalla -

Sheodist Pundit, 
brahmin •. 

Sheaburt Loll, 
kaetb. 

Lenahee Doo
bah, brahmun. 

- ~ . zemiridar; lived with his lZg 
father a petty landholder. 

·-cultivator; left prope_rty 18 ~uly 
valued at ~5 rupees. · 

• - .cloth merchant ; · left + August 
property · valued at 300 
.rupees. 

• ·• cultivator; left no pro- 6 
perty. 

- - zemindar ; left property 2 September -
yielding about 200 rupees 
annually. · 

- - employed as a mockh- 1. October -
tar; left no property. 

sepoy; left no property 10 November -

Tbannah Ek
warr~e, at Bee

. ruth, 2 coss from 
the thannah. 

Thannah tahoe
ram, at Chamurhe, 
+ coss from the 
thannah.• 
Thannah Doom-

town, at Choorar
·runpoor, 3 coss 
from the thannah . 
Thannah Doom· 

rown, at Doom
town. 

Thannah Ek
waree, at Khur
rown, 3 coss fi·om 
the thannah. 
Thannah Suhoe- . 

nim, at Khoreea, 
5 .coss from the 
thannah. 

Thannah Dun
goua, at Deehra, 
6 coss from the 
thaunah. 

Thannah Ek
warree, at Belour, 
7 coss from the 
thannah. 

- - the sacrifice was completed before a 
police officer could arrive. This was an 
illegal sacrifice. The widow burnt herself 
with a pillow bdonging to her husband, 
1 o days after hiK death, although no 
obstacle existed to her sacrificing herself 
on his funeral pile _; she left a child under 
3 r.ears of age, for whose support a moo
ch•lka ,has been entered into by a son of· . 
the deceased. No criminal prosecution has 
been entered against :,loy one. , 
.: • the sacrifice \vas completed before a 
police officer could . arrjve. The widow 
burnt herself on the funeral pile of her 
husband, and lt;ft no young chiJdren. 
- - no information was taken to the tbannah 
till . after the sacrifice. The widow burnt 

.herselt-'on the funeral pile of her husband, 
and left no young children. 
- - the mohurir of the thannah on hearing 
of the widow's intention went to her, and 

· dissuaded her at that time, ·but it is stated 
that she sacrificed herself on the funeral 
pile of her husband while it was still 
burning, after the friends of the deceased 
had left the spot ; she left no young . 
children. . . 
- - the sacrifice was completed before the 
thannadar could arrive. The widow sacri
ficed herself on the funeral· pile of her 
husband; and left no young children. . . 
- - the sacrifice was completed before a 
police officer -could arrrive. The widow 
sacrificed herself on the {uneral pile of her 
husband, and left ~o young children. · 
~ - no information was taken to the thannah 
till after the sacrifice. The widow burnt 
herself with her husband's turban, imme-

. diately on bearing of his death, which. 
occurr~d at a .distance from his home. She 
left no young children. · 
- - the widow immediately on b~ng in

. formed of her llUsband's death, which 
·occurred at Barrack pore, is stated to have 
·burnt herself with a turban of the deceased. 
' She left no young children. No informa~ 
' tion was taken to ·the thannah till after 
'the sacrifice. 

(continued.) 
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DIVISION' OP PA.TNA.-continued'. -
ZILLAH~. Nam~ot 

SUTTEEi. Age 

-
Shahabad-con .. t8.-Mu8st Mukhun So 

tim~.ed. . . 

. 
tg.-D• Uj~see • t;o 

!lo.-D" Choonkee - 70 

; 

!ll.-D°Chatica • - 40 . 

'llil,-D0 Beerunjee - 70 

. 

1.-Musst Ulpee - 45 

!!.- D0 Dulree - - 4.5 

a.-D0 Phakenee - 20 

' i ' 

Namt.a and_ Caste of ' Profession and Circunutances of In what 
CASTE. their Hll.!banda • . the Husband. Date of Bumini• Police J uri1diction. 

. 
' .. 

. 
Uggerwalla - Ramnath, ug- - - shopkejer; le~ pro- . 5 Dec. "18!l6 "Thannah Bhub-

.. gerwalla: perty value at !ZOO rs. · booa at· . Chyn-
. . poor, 3 coss from 

.. the thannah • 
Kandoo - - Hurdeal, kan- - -. hultooa ; left no pro-. lf$ - - Thannah Bur-

doo. p_erty, ' rown at.Si~dooar, .. 
g § COBB from the . .. thannah. -

' 

Koormee - .. Goomanee, - - cul tivator; left no pro. 19 
I - - · Thannah Bur-

koormee. perty. rown at Mou-
dnha, 1 coss from 

- . the thannah. 
Kussurwanee - Radhee, kussur- _- ~ . labourer ; left no pro- lil-4 - - 'lhannah Choun-

wanee . ·' perty. sa at Dewilstha-
pool', 3 coBs from 
the thannah. 

Brahmun - - Tirloke Pandeb, . - . - . 29 - - Thannah Bel-
bruhmun. - vuntee at Delum-. poor, 4 coss fi·om 

the thannah. 

T~e undermentioned Widows were either p~evented or dissuaded from ~acrificing themselves. 

Brahmun • • Singar, oopad- spinner of thread Thari.nah Doom-
hua. rown at Cazu

poora, 'l coss from 
the thannah. 

Lobar 

Kandoo 

Murunjeen, lo
bar •. 

- • supported by her fatl1er 
in-law. • 

MaghoG, kan- her husband a labourer 
doo; 

. Thannah Bur
rown at Ghoo
ruapoor, 3 coss 
from the than
nab: 

Than.nah Be
lountee at Hur
reeh'urpoor, 3 l 
coss fi·om the 
thanoah. 

. 
.. 

REMARKS . 

• .. ; the sacrifice wa~ completed before the 
thannahdar could arrive. The widow is stated 
to haw~ burnt herself on the funeral pile of 
her li~sband. She left no young children. 
- - the sacrifice was completed before a 
police officer could arrive. The widow is 
stated to have burnt herself 011 the funeral 
pile of her husband. 
children. , 

She left no young 

- - the sacrifice was completed before a 
colice officer could arrive. The widow 

umt herself on the funeral £ile of her 
husband, and ]eft no young ch1 dren. 
- • the sacrifice was completed before 
a police officer could arrive. She burnt 
herself on the funeral pile _of her husband, 
and left no child under 3 years of age. 
- - the sacrifice was completed before 
a police officer could arrive. She burnt 
herse1f on the funeral pile of her husband, 
and left no young children • 

tr.e husband of the widow had been 
dead 20 years. · On the 25th January the 
thannahdar, on hearing of the widow's 
intention, prevented her from becoming 
a suttee, on account of the illegality of the 
intended" sacrifice. 
• • the husband c>f the widow had been 
dead 2 years on the 24th February. The 
thannah, on being informed of her inten
tion, prevented her from burning herse]f 
on account of the illegality of the intended 
sacrifice. 
- - on the 7th May the mohurir of the 
thaimah went to the widow and disauadcd 
her from becoming a suttee.- · 



' . 

4.-l\fusst Chumpa }+0 Rajpoot - - J"oga Rae.- -
Kullee - -

, ' 

5.-D• Moongeea· • 30 Brahmeen - Roopun Tirgoon 

. -. . 

6~-D" Phalunda ·- 30 Bhaut - • Takhee Thakoor 

-
7-Do Soobbageea 17 Brahmun - .. Jothee Patuk -

-

. 

8,-D0 Sookree - - 30 Koiree - - SbeoJall, koiree -

. 
\ 

.. . . . . . . 
'firhoot - ·• 1. 1.-M:usst Ummow-\80 Rajpootin - Oundah Sing,' 

.. . lab - - -J rajpoot. 

-
~ 

J oi.Q.t M~istrate} l
of Monghyr -

,_ . -I~ ~ ,_. -I 
DIVISION OF BAREILLY. 

Agrah t.-Musst Doohee - 19 Brahmin Chobeh Rughnautb, 
·brahmin • . 

1. .. 

--her husband· a culti-
vator. 

'· 

spinner of thread - . 
-

- - h(>r husband a cuJti-
vator. 

' ' - - her husband a culti-
vat or. 

- - her husband a culti-
vator. 

~ 

- • Gundah Sing, husband 
of Muss' Ummowlah, was 
a mere cultivator of the 
]and, of no respectability 
or circu~stances. 1 

-None.-

poorootbow. 

~9 Dee. - 1826 Thannah Sahoe- • .:. on· the !)th J"uly the relations of the 
raa, at Doorga- widow dissuaded her from becoming a 

' 
pore, 1 ~ coss from suttee previously to the arrival /of the 
the thannah. mohurir of the thannah. 

' Thannah Choan- . - - on the 1st August the widow intended - - ... 
sa, at Kheeree, "to sacrifice 'herself on the funeral pile of 

. 6 coss from the her husband, but was dissuaded b.f: her 
thannah. relations and the zemindar of the vil1age, 

·Thannah Ek-
previously to the arrival of . the thannadar. 

- !"' - - - on the 14th of October the widow 
warree, at Deo- intended to burn herself on the funeral pile 
koonda, . 4- coss of her husband, out . was dissuaded from 
from the thannah. doing so py the jummadar of the thannah. 

- - - Thannah Doom- - • the widow had a child only 3 months 
rown, at N earee- old, · and was on that account prevented 
pore, 4 coss from from sacrificing herself, by a burkundauze 
the thannah. who was on the spot. It is however to be 

obsel'lled that the burkundauze was not 
authorized in preventing her, as the de-
ceased's father was willing to enter into the 

Thannah Sahoe-
prescribed moochulka to support the child. 

- - - - - on the 13th November the widow 
ram, .at Burkul, intendt!d to sacrifice herselfon the funeral· 
5 coss from the pile of her husband, but was dissuaded by her 
than nab. relations and the jummadar of the than~ah 

~ 
t:j'" 
t'"1' 

~ -< 
~ 

~ 
0 
::c -z 
t; 

17 Nov. - 1826 Mowah . - - - after the suttee took place information 
·thereof WIIS conveyed to the thannahdar 
but. it appears from the dorogah's report 
tlw;.e was no circumstances attendiug it 
.which would have warrantedhis preventing 

' it had he obtained earlier information. 
A moochulka was taken from the gorait 
and the umlah of the. vilJage on account of 
thei.r non.att!'!rldance. 

0 
0 

~ -g. 
~ rn 

I. 

to October 1826 Mutro · • - - The relations of the widow and of her ~ 
husband endeavoured to· dissuade her, pro
mising to provide for her, but she insisted 
on sacrificing herself. I beg to inclose 
copies of the reports of the police officer ,.. · 
on t~s subject. _ (~ontinued) · ~ 

• 
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DIVISION 0:1' BAit.REIJ,LY-coutinuetl. 

ZILLAHS. • ' 
Names of 

SUTTEES. 

CASTE. 

Alligurh - - 1. 1\fusst .Bhewanee - 35 Brahminee · 
,. 

- - - - -
. 

Barielly - - - -

Jt 1\lagis. of Shah-}· 
jehanpoor - - • · - - - - .. 

"' 
D" Pelib~eet - -

Cawnpore - 2. 

Etawa- -I w 

Jt Magis. Etawa -

Furruckabad - - } -

-- - - - -
1.-Musst Sautree1

60
' Brahmunnee 

Baee - - -J 

!Z.-D" Goodur Baie 6o 

-I -
1.-Musst Norulee 50 Brahmin -

- I -

; 

' 

-
-
-

I 

Names and Caste of. 
_ tbeir Husbands. 

Toolseram· 
Brahmun. 

- - -
- - -
- - -

--

.. 
-
-

Profession and Circumstances of 
the Husband.~ _ l 

i 

pundittee -

-None.- .. 

-None.~ ' 

-None.--- ... 

- Hursook Bhut, - - P-ensioner-. 
brahmin. 

Oodo Bhut 

-I -

- - - not mentioned in the 
thannadar's report. 

-I -None.-

Balkishen, brah
min. 

-, - service ; neither very 
rich nor very poor. 

-l - -I -None.-

.; 

. Date of .Burning. ' 
In what 

Police J urisdictiou. 
B.E:rriARKS. • 

'"*...,--~4·"-'-- ... "·--'""---~··· ·-------· ... ·- ..... ·-·-- -----------

22 Dec. - 1826 Kusbah Khoor- - - l:iussumet Bhewanee burnt with her 
jah, situated in husband's body. The deceased left no 

: the police · juris- children. The police {)fficet of Khootjah 
.. diction .. of_ than- -~w::as present, and though urged by him and 

. 
·-· .. .. 

nah · Khoojah. · several respect~ble Hindoo zemindars, who 
offered her land to renounce her purpose, 
she continued obstinately bent upon her 
destruction~ and lighting the pile with her 
{)WU hands, perished in the flames. 

I ~ 
-

12 March 1826 Bhithoor - - - - She . left a ·son aged 40 years, and 
burnt herself with the corpse of her late 
husband consistent! y with the principles 
of the Hindoo law. Her husband was 
allowed a pension of 100 rupees per annum 
from N ana Saub • .. 

15 Sept. - ditto -

14 Dec. - 1826 · Lukhnah ..: 

- - - She left no children, and burnt herself 
with the corpse of her late husband. There 
existed no irregularity according to Hindoo 
law. The suttee's husband was in good 
circums@nces. 

- - - Balk ish en died after an illness of a few 
days. The suttee on the part of bis wife 
was quite voluntary. The police officers 

and zemindars did all in their power to dissuade her from it, but to no 
effect. She has left three sons, one a young man, a burkundaz at the 
Thannah of Ajeetmul, the second a youth 18 years of age, and the 
third 14 years of age, are at present in the house of their deceased parents. 
There was no appearance of her being pregnant. , 

1 



..... ......, 
00 

Moorshedl1-bad . 

J• 1\lagis. of Neggena 

l\Ieeruth .... -
Joint Magistrate} 
of Booiard Shaher 

Saharunpore • . 3· 

-

-
Jt · Magistrate ot1..1 

· ~~o~ernuggerJ 

- .. .. .. - - - ... . . ~ - -

' 

- - . . - - - - - - - - -
- - . - - - - - . - . - -
- - - - - .- - .. - - - - -
1.-Musst Gourah - 40. Brahmunnee . Gowrie, brahmin 

, . 

- I 

!1.-D• Sanaho -50 no . - Thundee, brah-
min. 

.. 

. 

' 

3.-Musst Cholie - !15 Kutole Hindoo. • Desourdhee, 
hindoo. 

/ 

... . 
' . 

--

-. ' ·-t- ~I·· -I 

-None.-

-None. -

-None.- . 

-None.-

- - the deceased was a 
parotbe or padrie by pro-
fession, and lived in pretty 
good circumstances in life· 
·upon the income got from 
h1s jeyjmauns. . 

I 

--ditto - -ditto - -

. 

- -. the deceased passed 
his life in servitude, and 
lived in ordinary . circum-
!!lances, upon the. income 
derived by it. 

.. 
I . 

-None.-. 
J 

-
- • one woman,- by name_ CumJee, wished to sacrifice herself on the funeral pile 

of her husband, but was prevented, as detailed in the accompanying copy 
of a letter sent to the Secretary to Government under date· the loth May 

. . 18~6. . 

' ' 

4 i\larcb 18~6 Deoband .- - - - the !iJttee was performed by the ~ere-
mon~ of sahamurrun. Mussumet Goura,h, 
on t e death of her husband, expressed 
a wish of burning herself with his remains. 

The thannadar, mohurrir, and Hindoo burkundazes, repaired to the house, 
asked her of the cause of this wisll, to which she replied it was her 
voluntary desire. After due inquiry, finding nothing. contrarjr to the 
shasters which could prevent her burning, she was allowed to be carried 
to tl!.e [l~ce of cremation, where she ·was b~rut·with ·~he corpse of the 
husban , m the presence of the above-mentiOned police officers. The 
suttee has left two sons and three daughters, all of whom have arrived to 
the age of maturity~ ' 

9 - - l\1ungloor- - . - The suttee was performed by the 
ceremony of sahamurrun. Mussumet Sa- · 

. naho, on the death · of her husband, ex-
pressed a wish of ·burning herself with his 

remains. The thannadar, mohurrfr, and several Hindoo burkundazes 
repaired to the bouse, asked her of the cause of this wjsh, to which sh; 
replied. it was at her own volul)tar~ desire. After · due inquiry, finding· 
nothing _contrary to the sbasters w "ch could- prevent her bumin~, she 

~. 
tEl 

·. t""4 

~ -< 
tzj 

~ 
::::: -z · 

. t:i . 
0 · 
0.~ 

~ --· w~ allowed to be carried to the P,lace of cremation, wher~ she 'was bu~t 
wtth the corpse of her husband, JD the presence of the above-mentioned -- 0 -

•. 
16 

police officers. · The suttee had· left children who have arrived to the 
age of maturity. . . . - -I At !-o~~o~ra, in ,. • the suttee was performed by the ·cere-

. the JJ..trlSdictwn of mony of sahamurran. 1\Iussumat Cholie, on 
• ThannahP.~ ung!our. t~e death of her husband, ex~ressed a wish 

ofburnmg flerselfWith his l:emams. The tbannadar, mohurr1r, and several 
Hindoo buJ:].undazes, repaired to the !touse and asked her of the cause of 
this wish, tQ which she replied it was her own voluntary desire; after due 
inquiry fin4ffig nothing contrary to the shasters that could prevent her 
burning, she WI;IS allowed to be carried to the place of cremation, where 
she w;as bw;nt ~ili. the corpse of her husband in the presence of the above-
mentioned rohce officen. Th~ SUttee has left DO children. 

I . 
(continued) 

0 
~ · 
~ 
~ 
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BAREILLY-,-cont{nucd. i 
DIVISION OF . .. ' . N amoa and Catte of l'rofesaion and Circumstance• of r In 'lrhat I - .. CJ.~.SJ'_E, : ..Dato.of..BIUillng. . . 

Pollee 1uri~djc:tion. 
.. . •- .. REMARK~ • 

Name• or their Huaband1, the BusbiiJld, 

I ZILL./i.HS. SUTTEES. A&O· - ' ' : 

! 
. 

Joint Magistrate} 
. ,, 

- ~ . . - - ~ . . - - - i -None.- i 
of Sirpoora • I 

' . C' 

Joint Magistrate} I : - - - - ·' - - . . - . ~.N~me . ...;.. ' of Bela - • I '\ . •. . . . . 
.. ; Jc..• • . ' _. ...._, ~ ... " •\: I • L I ~ 1 1 ··1 '-· • 'l. . ' -~ -· . ' ; ~.,, .,; '· • o. I . • I . ' -- 'I'• ...... ' I'. '~ • . I.'J '·' 

DIVISION OF BENARES. 

I 

18~6 • Al1ahnbad - 3· 1.-Muss~ ·Koorjea • 50 Tailor .. - Hata, tailor. . ~ - tailor; supported him ... 'Z5 May .'T~opah .Bara - :. ~ sahnmurrun. She left .!1 sons ; one -~o . self by his labour. years, and . the bther 14. The eeremony 
I 

' 
. ·. took place without intimation having been 

' 
,given .at the thannah; but from the subse-

-' queot inquiry. it ,appeo.rs to have been 

!1.-D• Ill inda. - Rajcpoot M Maladeen, roje· - • cultivator; supported ~June Tbannah Sooram 
perfectly voluntary. . 

• ~5 . - -•- ,sahamurrun. The thannadar, on re-
· poot. himself by his labour, ceiving information of tae suttee's inten· . tion. pr-oceeded forthwith to the epot. but 

I the ceremony had taken place before bis 

' 
arrival; .it however ,appears &o have been 

M otee. buggnl ·- bunen; circumstances ~o Nov. 
perfectly •oluntaxy. · 

3.-Do Luchmunea - 60 Bunnea - - . -. po Podohabie - - sahamutrun, Sl1e left 1 son, 35 years 
tolerable. lv.l.unda ve~. old. The magistrate in Jcerson endca-

' 
vou~d to pe1·suade the wi ow from burn-
ing,: but in vain, and the ooremony was 

. perfectly voluntary • 

' : 

Futtehpoor - l. 1.-Musst Muntoora "'0 Kaet . . Pursotee I .. an, ·; cultivator ; and in poor ~4 Dec, 1826 Sheorajpoor - - • sh~: ~urnt herself voluntarily on the pile I . 
kait. Circumstances. of her husband, accordin~ to the rule& of 

~ the bewustah, but no bo ice officers were 
present at the time of urning. The dis-
tnnce of the police choukee, however. 
being but 1 coss distant from the spot_ on 
apparent neglect~ either on the pnrt of the 

- zumeendnr or. ~o.lice, is o_bvious; to ac· 

' 
count for wh1c 1· the zummdar has been 
sent for, with the gorait of the village • 

. 
N. B.-The mag•strate called on to ~ommJtplcate th.e .orders he may pass in the cases of the zurueendpr and gora•t. . -



'1 sion of Bun- 1. 
..,. Southern Divi-} 1.-Musst Juneeah - 15 

?0 dlekhund - · 

Brahminee • Newazee, brahmin -- cultivator and money !l8 J~,tne 
dealer; in good circum-
stances. 

182.6 Surrah -- a full reJ;lOrt of this case was submitted 
by the mag~str~te, in a letter to the Niza- _ 
mut Adawlut, under date the 15th of July 
182.6. -

The sacrifice was in the first instance voluntary; but after the flames 
had r(;lached her, the suttee made three severt~l atteropts to make her 
escape, but was forcibly prevented ,by the by-~ta:nders, for which act of 
violence 7 individuals have been conunitted to take their trial before 
the cour~ of cirC(I,lit. Musst Juneeah was burnt with the body .of her 
husband, and it appears that no legal impediment to the sacrifice ex
isted. She had no children. 

N. B.-See letter from the magistrate, dated !lgth Janu,ary lB117. 

N~B.-In the month of December, a case of suttee in the town of Ba\lda was preve~ted by the in~erference ' of the police. The magistrate, on receiving the report. 
immediately prltceeded to th~ house of the widow, who at t~e time appeared deaf to persuasion, ~nd ?esirous only of -immediateiy·underg?ing the ~acl'ifice •. As her 
h.;tsband.bad only departed 1•fe a few hours before:, the magistrate or!lered the sutt,ce to be deferred till the followmg day; and l:!efore mornmg th~ widow was mduced 

' tQ forego her resolution. · -

Northern Divi-} 
sion of Bun~ 1. 
dlckhuntl ~ 

' 

1.-Musst Ruttee 
. 

- 30 · Bunnia Bhowanie- - - unza kush, or a weigher 
of grain; in middling cir
cumstances. 

31 July 1826 Amoond - .. -after the decease of liar husband, 1\'Ias-
. sumut Ruttee, who W!li blind and childless, 

. having intimated her intention of burning 
herself with the body, the thannadar, being unable to attend in person 
in consequence of illness, se~t the jemadar to .. the spot to prevent the 
suttee, who, after 3 days• d~lay, quring which period the body rl1!mained 
unburned1 being unable to overcome determination of the widow, con
veyed he~ t~ the thanna'l\, wbl>!re ~be was discoyered t'? be labouring 
under per10d1cal uncleann~ss, and to he thereby mcapac1tated for per
formance of the ceremony.: She W!Ui IJ~ade over to b~r relations by order 
of the magistrate; and 11 days after the cremation of -her husband's 
body, she, with the assistaqce of thfl zuminclar Ki&hore. burned herself 
with a turpan of the dece~ed. ThE! thann,adar was dismisse~ !Or. pre~ 
varication and inattention •o. the rules pr~s~,:t:ibed for suttees. Kishore 
zumeendal' was fined 1 oo E!UJ?ee~ for resi!itance to the police, and for 
affording assistance to th~ suttee, and the jeJ;Ilada.r wa~ removed to 
another chow key. The sutt~e tpo~ pla~e b,y the ceremony oi all()o .. 
murran. 

No suttee has been prevented by ~e persuasive remonstrances of police officers during the year 1826. 
, 

.city of~enar~~ 15.. 1.-~~;~~~t J~~~~ ~~e 75 Brahmin-
.~ . ~ . -'. 

!Z.-D0 Myna B_aee - 6o no Mahratta 

~ug~~u~ ~h~~' 
brahmm.-

- ~ teacher of ve~s.;. 41 
middling ·circ:wnstances. 

Thaimah 'Qus
susmede.· 

no C.al Bbyro -

·- t}le suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the.presence of the polic~ Q$cers, there 
being no legal impediment. Mussutnut 
Jonkee Bye left a. SO!J, aged 30 yeara. 
- - the suttee toek pl~e,. sahamurrUD, in 
the presence of the police officers, there 
being no legal [impediment. 1\:Iussum.ut 
Myna Baee left no children. 

- - - · - · ··- · - - (contirnuul) 
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ZILT.AHS. 

City of Benares~ 
.:fJn#nui:d; · 

: 

Niunes of· 
SUTTEES. 

Age. 

3.-Muss'. Cownl} 65 Munee ~ 
..... 

4.-n• Gowree - 25 

5.-D• Renooka Baee 42 
\ 

6.-D• GalabeeBaee 50 

7.-D• Audeit Baee 65 

8.-Da Chunda - 6o 

9·:-D• Ramdeyee - 40 

10.-D• Luchmuneea !22 

CASTE. 
N a met and Caste· of 

tbeir· Husbands. 

·Kait Be~galee - . Kashenaut, .kaet 

Doomra - ~ . . 

Brahmin - -
. 

D•- - -

Br~hmin Gooj. 
ranlee. 

Rajpootin 

Gunput, doomra· 

• 
' 

Seetaram Bhut. 
brahmin. 

Cashenauth, 
brahmin. 

Oeoram Rawul, 
brahmin.· 

Rajhawun Singh, 
raujpoot. 

Khatre Rora - Radheykishen, 
, khatree. 

Brahmin - Ujootlhea Dut, 
brahmin. 

Profession and Circumetancea 
· •ef t}ll~f H u~b~1d. . D11te of B11rning~ 

-::.service; in . ~iddli.ng. ' 30 Ma)'· 1826 
ctrcumstances. · 

- - receivtir of cloths, bed-
ding, &c. of corpses burnt 
by the river side> wealthy • . 

beggar ; poor - - -

ditfo - ditto - - -

ditto - qitto -

- - ploughman; in ~iddling 
circumstances: 

met·chant; wea1thy - -

- - ploughmnn ; in middling 
circumstances. · 

. 

i3 June 

17 - . 

19 -

7 July -

- . 

28 Aug~t -

lZ Sept. -

Io what 
Police Jutisd1ctioil. 

.Thannab DUB.; 
sesmede • 

oo - Ramapoor
. ra. 

no -. Cal Bhyro 

D• - Chobeypoon 

no - Chowk 

REMARKS. 

- - the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the presence of the polic~ ·officers, there 
being no "legal impediment. MIUISUmut 
Cownl M unee lefi 3 aons, aged 45, 35, 
and ao.-
- • the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the presence of the police officers, there 
beipg no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Gowree left no children. 
- • the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the presence of the police officers, there 
being no legal im}>ediment. Mussumut 
Reenooka Baee left an ·onJy son,' aged 
7 years. 
- - the suttee took place, sahamurru1_1, in 
the presence of the police offieers, there 
being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Galabee Baee left no children. 

• - the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the presence of the. police officers, there 
being no legal· impediment. Mussumut 
Aulhit Baee left an only son, aged 31':l 
years. _ 

- • in consequence of the ·suttee having 
taken place before the arrival of the J?Olice 
officers '{though there was no Jegaltmpe• 
diment), the heirs of the· deceased were 
summoned before the court, and 2 of them 
were punishe<l by fine. Mussumut Cbunda 
had no children. 

- • the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the presence of the police officers, there 
being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Ramdeyee left no children. 

- . the suttee took place, eahamurrun, in 
in the presence of the police officers, there 
being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Luchn:iuneea left .an only daughter, aged 
~ yenrs, which the heirs entered into an ---- -~--· ....... _,._ .... _ ... 

. . ... 
r.o 
00 



... -· ~-

11.-D• Janltee. Baee ~5 . Bahmince Mah- Bhee Khujee, - • service ; in middling 11 October · · Thannan Dus- · - - the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
r.atta. brahmin. circumstances. sesmede. the presence of the police officers, there 

being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Jankee Baee left no children. · 

1 ~.-D• Lucbmee} Brahmin - K.ishendyal, --teacher of Tides ; in 17 o• -- Ramapoora - • the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
. . Baee-- 40 brahmin. middling ci1·cumstances. the presence of the police officers, there 

being Dl) legal imperument. Mussumut 
Luchmee Baee left an only 'I_On, aged 

wealthy 
11 years. 

13.-D• Mohadevee • 70 Khetre Atmnram; khetre service; ~3 Nov. no Chowk - • the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
the presence of the police officers, there 
being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Mohade"~~ee left an only son, flged about . ,20 years . 

14.-Do Kashee Baee 70 Brahmin 1\Iah- Narobro Bhanee • • service ; in middling . 29 uo • Cal Bhyro - - the suttee took place, sahamurrun, in 
ratta. Keir, . brahmin circumstances. . the presence of the police officers, there 

. · mahratta . being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Kash& Baee left no children, 

15.-D° Kashee Baee 30 Brahmin . Balum Bbut, - - teacher of vidcs; in mid- to Dec. oo no - - the suttee took place, sahamurruo, in 
brahmin. dlin~ circumstances. the presence of the police officers, there 

being no legal impediment. Mussumut 
Kashee Baee left no children. 

During the year 1820 four suttees were prevented : one under the buvusta of the pun.dits, specified' in a reply to ~d question fl'om the sudder colirt, which 
accompanied Mr. Registrar Turnbull's letter to the court of circuit, under date the 25th June 1827; one attempted to burn herselfw1th the d~ad body of a man by 
whom she was kept, under no legal authority ; one under bewustah No. 5, that accompanied the circular orders of the 4th January t 815; and one not under 
any legal impedi~ent, but according to her own will and accord, yielding to the per!luasion of the police officers. ' 

. The names of these thr.ee women are, Mussumut .Bhuggeeruthee, brahmin, aged 40 years; Mussumut Soorja Buqual, aged so·; M ussumut La1la Baee, brahmin, 
aged under 16 ; . and M ussumut Boodha, kait, aged 36 years. · 

. 
Ghazeepore '19. 1.-Musst Chow-} 

rass~e;Jh· . - 50 
Brahminee 

No. of suttees in 18114 
"18115 
1826 

16, and 2 prevented. 
17 - 5 ditto. 
15 - 4 ditto. 

.Considerable sickness prevailed during the months of June and July • 

Lookfam Mis
ser, brahmin. 

--beggar; and lived dur
ing his lifetime upon alms; 
daily expenae uuknown. 

1 Jan. Secunderpm·e • - - this woman burned with her 'husband's 
corpse previous to the arrival of the po1ic~; 
left no off:;pring, and in other respects was 
free fr~m objection. ' The tharinadar serit 
in Sheomaraio and ;RamdehalJ Rai, iemin
dars, and Ramheit Misser, heir to the de
ce·aseo female; and Mohabul, ·goraite, to 
answer for neglecting to preTent this 
woman fl'om becoming suttee before the 
arrival of the police, but they were released 
without punishm~nt. 

· (continued) . 



Name• and Ca•te of Profn1ion and Circarutancu 
. Date of .Burnins. 

In wh" 
Police Jurbdlctlon, 

B. li:r-1 .l l\ E: s. 

1 

CAST E. their Huabllnda. of tho Iluab11Rd. 
N11ma1 of 

---Z-lLL __ A_n_s_. ___ · --~S~U~l~' T~E_E_s_. ___ A~sc_ •• \-------------:;-----------~-~---------------~---· -·---1·----...--------~------------~------·--------------------------
j M 1:1' } Brahminee • .fang. roo Tewar· iho. zeeJ.orc-con· 11.- ussc _·dlwun_ So . 

Cl 11 re, brabmJD. tmut . 1u y 

- - cultivator ; possesaing 
an aimunl income of 1 oo 
maunda of grnin, ·vAlue 
1 oo rupees ; daily expense 
4 i anas. 

3.-D0 Gourree • So DIU'Jlnwnrecn 

4.-D• jykoowry • So Brahminee 

s.-D• Sokheenh - t8 Raujl'ootin 

. / 

•' 

• 

Dnnee, burna war ... • tbe husband waa poor, 
and was maintained by a 
di11tant relation during life •. 

Gungloll Tewor
ry, brahmin. 

Gobind SiiJgh, 
rnujpoot. 

• - zumindar and fp.mily 
priest of Mouza Tewarry• 
poor ; proprietor of 5 be • 
gaha of land, the produce 
of ,,·hich' is estimBted to 
yield the vnlue of 10 ru
pees, besides 4 ploughs and 
xxumgoe garden and bam· 
br;>o. Totql annu~ income, 

, 1 02 rupees ; expenditure, 
4 ~ onnns per diem. 
- • scrv1,1nt; in the receipt 
of 3 rupees per month ; 
daily expense ' 1 a seer of 
groin. 

7 January 18!16 Bulleoh ~ • • before the arrival -of th~ police the 
deceOSJ!d burned with the corpse o£ her 
husband. No impediment. She left a aori 

18 Feb . 

. ' · aged 40 years. On investigation, it Bp• 
· penred that the 4 goraites of the villn~e 

neglected to give timely notice at the thannab, for which they were 
sentenced to be confined 14 days each, without labour; the rest of the 
abettors who aided in this suttee, not being found guilty, were released 
after tbe Sbnaters haJ been explained to them. 

- Rutsur .. ~ - .. thn husband died at borne, and . the 

Ruaseerab 

widow became aut.tee with her own accord 
after the expiration of 15 days, with his 
turban, rreVJOUB tO the arrival of the po• 
lice ;. in other respecl8 wns without tm· 
pediment ; left no children. 

- .; - notwithstanding the persunsions of the 
thanadar, who prevented this female from 
sacrificing herself during the day, 3 houn 
after sunset she burned with ber husband's 
corpse ; left 4 ndult sons, and was free 
from objection. 

11 March - Secunderpoor • ... this widow's husband 1rerved 4 ycnrs nt 
Cooch DehBr, where he died. Rambburs
sah brought his turban, and without the 
knowledge of her heirs delivered it to her, 
who inatuntly resolved to sacrifice herself, 

The gorait of tho village mnde her over to the zumcendurs, while 
he went to· report at the thannDh; but in the interval, prior to the 
arrival of' the ~olice, she voluntndJy burnt herself, with bet· husbnnu's 
turbBn, on a p1le of wood collcctecl outside the village for the p~rpose 
of the Hooly festivAl. The fire is an.id to have been commumcuted 
from her own clothes. The zumeendara nod others, under whose 
custody she had been placed by the gorait, were summoned to appear, 
but on investigat-ion, as no crime w1111 proved against them, they were 
discharged after the Shnsters had been explained to them. . 

The suttoe left no children ; was in other respects free from 
objection. 

.~ 
0 
.0 



6.-Mu.SS' . Ghoorbi•}so 
neeah- - -

7 .-n• Momgeeah 

il 

g.-D• Rungeeah 

·-

35 

U! 

Aheerin -

Culwareen 

Mallahin • 

·Brahminee 

Chw·tamun, aheer • • c\llti~ator; · produc~ an- ~ 1 March 
nuaUy amounte(l ·to 15 
maund3 of grain, of every 

Meherbaun, cui
war. 

Luchmun, mul
lah; 

Surrubjeet, brah
min. ~ 

description.; ~ seers· daily 
· expense. 

- - was . possessed of no 
'property; . he wall main
tainetl by his fathcr~in-law 
whilst alive. · 

' 

- - followed his own pro
fession, and was a servant, 
a' 1 } rupees per m'onth; 
annual income 18 rup~es; 
daily expense Rccordingly. 

cultivatOl' ; estimated 
produce about go maunds 
annually .i 3 i seers of grain 
daily expense. 

8 April 

6 June 

!:If June 

Secunderpoor 

Rutown 

,;.· ~ this fem.ale burnt. with her husband•s 
corpse, hefore the arrival of th~ · police; 
Left · a son and daugl1ter above the :pre.: 
scribetl age~ ··The thaonadar .sent in her 
heirs for neglecting to preve~t he·r from 
burning until -the ·arrival of the police ; 
but they were release:d after the Shasters 
had been explained to them. She was 'free 
from objection. ·. . : · · . · 

--burned with her own n~iheah,' :sub'J 
sequent•(! ~ years) to .the · death .of b'ei: . 
husband in Calcutta ; setting fi re to the 
piJe with h~r· own hnndr previous to the 
arrival of the police. She left no children, 
and ~as free from impediment. ~be zu· 
meendars were summoned, ani:f ·iifter'·en~ 
tering into a moochi:Jlka,· of 50 rupees 
each, for preventing a ·similar case from 
t~king place in future until the· arrival of 
the police, were discbarg.ed. · · 

· Bhurrowlee - -the husband went on· sel"'iice· to· the 
eastward, and after the lapse of 1 f months 

· . died fro~ · . sick';less at Bugw_angl'lab. . · I \Vhen th1s mtell•gence reached the de-
. 'ceased she ·was at her parents' house, and 

. . immediately prepared the nece&Sa,Y cere-
monies for sacrificing herself. .She then repaired in a boat and went to .. 
the ot.ber side of a river; and having set.fire to the pile :with- her own 
hands, burned herself with a sindhora box. She had no children. 
The thannadar sent in the mullahs, who neglected to g ive information, 
and they remained for s9me time under examinati()n, The boatmen 
who conveyed her were summoned, but could. not be traced·r as nG 

proof of force or illegal abetting appeared against the boatmen~ ·they 
were released.. - · · · · 

Secunderpoor .. 

-= ·-z 
0 
0 
0 
~ 
~ --.0 
0 
~ w . 

- - burned with her husband's corpse, pre
"Yious -to the arrival of the police. Left 
3Children, viz. one R years old.'one s ·years, 
·and the other ·4 months ; the heirs volun·. 
·tarily engaged for the provision oC:the 
latter. 01.1 st.amped paper. The bt>i r!l, abet
tors and the gornit were sent in by the 
thannadar, but as the suttee was not con
trary to the ~hasters, th~y were released 
in a moochulka of 50 rupees each. in order :..:> 
to prevent a !;imilar case from taking place o 
in fO:t~re until the arriv.al C!( ticte p_ol~~-~·. ____ -

(con~zizual) 
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B.nNAl!.ES Dif' SION-::-continued. -
N, mt!lan<( Caste of .P rofession and Circpmstances of CASTE. 

their U 11sbaucls. the Irll.!iband. · Names of ' 
ZILLABS. SUTTEES. 

Age •. - , 
" 

' 
Ramphul1 aheer - · - - g razier and cultivator; Gliazeepore--ccm- · 10.-Muut .Khn- }•8 . Aheerin - -

t inued. t runneeah armuaJ. · income 8o r upees, 
. d!rlly expense.· 3 annas. -.. 

. . ' . ' 
t ' . · ' 

~ 

Takoordial, -- pos~essed of~ qr. share • 1 11 •. -0° J usseeah - 30 Raujpootain .. 
.ra'iljpoot. in mouza Mynepoor, and 

_cultivated land besides, 
i yielding an annual produce of about' 100 

' maunds of grain, 10 seers o,f grain expense - ' per diem. I 

12.-D• Bachunah - 85 no - - ! Ultul · Singh, ~- • zemeendar <Jf300 begahs 
raujpoot. . of land, at a ju:mah of 4 00 

i . ' : rupees, besides clothes and 
I '• 

brazen plates, amounting annually· to 2 0 0 .. 
'· l'upees, daily expense 8 annas. 
: 13.-D0 Uckoote , 25 Brahminee ·- . .llamsahoy, . . te·· .. -:- begg·ar; daily expens~ 
i . wal'l'ee brahmm. ' 1 anna. ,, . " . . 0 . .. 
' . . 

i 
~ ; ., 

! . 
; 

' ' ' 
' 14,-Do l\foorgiah - !1.5 Brahmin . ~ N uckchede, te- -· ~, · beggar ; · 1 ~ seers of 
' warry brahmin. grain, which he earned by 

begging, was his daily ex-. ~. ; 
' : pense. ' 

: 
I 

' : 
' 

:· 15.-D• Uatoonee -So Condooee • - Munroop, condoo - - chooreeharrab ; annual 
i produce of his t rade - amounted to 70 rupees, 

: - . .. 
daily expense 3 anna&. . -

h 

I D ate of Burning. 

i 

· 13 July 18!16 

! -
i 

: 29 - ·-

4 Augus! · 
. --

4 Se'pt. -
... . 

6 - -
' 

' 

as - -
.. -

: ~ 

I~ wl1at 
: P 111ice J 11risdictiou, R El\IAR-KS. 

: 

. Russerab - - - ·burned with her husb~nd's. dhotee irn 

.. 

mediately (or 8 days). after hiF death, not 
withstanding the p ersuasions of her heir 
and tl:e villagers, before. the arrival of tb 
palice. Left no offspring, ana was in oth 

s 
e 

er 
respects free from objection.-·--

: · Nuni'lgunge - - .. this female hu,rned with her husband' 
corAse before the arrival of the poliCe 
l.e t a daught~r of the age or ., year~ ; w 
free from impediment. . · ·. · · 

as 

. Rutsur - . - ... the female burnt with her hnsband' s 
corp~e before · the a rrival of the police 

· BOt withstanding the pursuasions of the Zll 
meendars and her heirs, and was free fro m 
obj ecLion. L eft 2 . grown-up sons. " . 

' Bullea - - - - burned before the arrival of the police 

-
; 

' I 

14 y ears after her b usband•s death, with 
· out his corpse or any thing. Left n 

children. 
n 
s The thannadar sent in the aiders and abettor 

for not preventing the suttee; and the go'rait for neg 
Jecting to ~ive ti'mely notice. ·The tbannadar wall 'twic 
fi ned 20 rupees for neglecting to send in the witnesses 
and t~e aiders are on security. The case is pendi 

' under investigation .-See letter to magistrate, date 
3d March t 8<27, and his order, dated 1oth ditto. 

.. 

, SecunderpoCtr - - - this female burned with her husband' 
· cor&se, prior to the arrival of the police • 

. 

I 

: 

Rutsur - -

; Le no ~bildrcn, and was free from ob 
jection. The thaonahdar sent in the aider s· 

e and the gorait, for neglecting to giv 
timely information. The aiders were fine 
'J5 rupees each fot' neglecting · to preveri 
the · suttee, on failure to be confined fo 

d 
t ' 
r 

1 month each, and the gorait wa~> punishe d 
on the same grounds 11'ith 1 5 ratam;. 
• - this female burned with the corpse o 
l1er husband before the arrival of th 

f 

;>olice. Left ~ young sons, and w.as fre 
from all objection. · . .. 

e 
e . 



16.-D" Asunnasee • .35 :Rnjpootin • 

: 17.-D• Suthma!e • ~o ' Raujpootin 

18.-D0 Toolsah • ~~ · Koithin 

· ' 

-~9·~0°_ Bhur~siab . - So Brahmioee 

Sugookooor, 
rajpoot. 

Doul Raee, 
raujpoot. 

Besesur Dail, 
kaet. 

Sheodat Ojha, 
bahmio. 

- - ploughman, and earned 
his livelihood by that means; 
annual produce 30 maunds 
of grain, daily expense 5 
seers, 

See letter from magis
' trate, dated 1 o March 1 8 ~ 7. 

• .- zumeendar of 1 !l begahs 
: of land, which is estimated 
to yi~ld 52 rupees, daily 
expense 2 annas. 

- • servant ; and held zu
meendarry shares, together 
with the shares of his other 
relations. His annual in
come amounted to 1,500 
rupees, daily expense 2 
rupees, 

- • cuJtintor; by which 
means he earned 25 rupees 
annually, daily expense ac-
cordingly. -

9 October · -

14 

8 Nov. 

Bunshedhur · 

Wugrab • 

- • four. yea"rs -baa 'cln"psed since . her bus• 
band's death, when. her only chi\d, aged. 
about g years accidentally fell into a well 
and died; in consequence of which,· and 
before the police could reach, she burned 
herself with her son's cClrpse. The than~ 
nadar sent in her heirs, who aided and set 
fire to the pile. . The pundit was called on 
to report his opinion on the case, who re-: 
ported that it was illegal and contrary to · 

· the Sha3tet"s. · They were therefore com-. 
mitted to the court of circuit. · 
- - the h.!sband died at Gya; and previou~ 
to the a~riyal of the police this female 
burned herself with· her husband's clothes 

and a box. She left a daughter .1 year old, for whose 
. prov1s1on the. heirs ~ the deceased have entered into an. 

agreement. - 'The thaonabdar, for not prohibiting the 
suttee until the arrjval of the police, sent in the heil:s. 
and"the gorait. On investigation, it appeared that the 
heirs a1Jowed her to become suttee; but whether im
mediately on her receiving the intelligence, or otherwise, 
could not be ascertained, and as the ci.rcuit judge was . 
presiding at the ti.me, this c~se was brought. forward. 
It was therefore la1d before h1m, who returned it with
an order to investigate mo:-e minutely into the ca.Se. 

Sadde~ • · ., •. • burned with her husband's corpse be. 
fore the arriaal of the police; · llad no 
children, and was free from aU objection. 

The heirs disobeyed the orders ·of the police,· who went· 
to endeavour to prevent the suttee, and to institute an 
inquiry into · the case; 14 ·heirs were sent in by the 
tl1annadar. These people, as vakeels and mokbtars, were 
well acquainted with the rules of government· but 
nevertheless, in opposition to those rules; and ~nder 
the very walls of the CCiurt, persisted in resisting -the 
thanoadar, who wished them to delay until he had made 
the necessary inquiries, abused him, and aided in the 
suttee. ·They -were lined ·s<J" rupees each, or ~ inonths
for insolence to the police, and not for their share in th~ 
s.utteeL 

Reotee .,. ,. - this female burned with her luaband'll 
corpse before the arrival of the ·police ; 
~eft 4.sons above the prescribed nge; no 
Impediment.· 

Besides these, 9 were preventecl from sacrificing themselves' by the persuasiuns of the police officers. 

(continued) 

._ 
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BEliJAR.E.S DI~IS roN-continued. 

ZlLLAHS. 

Jounpoor • 

Joint Magistrate 
of Azimgurh 5· 
~ 

-I Names of 

SUTTEES. 

~ ..... 

1.-Musst Ra(lhea 

. 

-

• 
2.-D0 Seettabo 

. 

- 15· 

- 20. 

CASTE. 

: ··. - ..... ..... . -

~ 

Brahmin -

. 

Kait -. 

' 

-

-

-

Na111es and Caste of 

their Husbands 

Sit em churn 
Chow bey. 

. 

-
Gu.ngtl.ram, kait 

Profcasio1t and Circamltancea 

of the Husband. 

-- l ., 

- . 

Date of Bumfng. 

r ". . ... . 

Iu wbat 

P"lice J nriadiction. 
- REMARKS. 

~ . ~ . - ; - - - - see letter from the acting magistrate, • 

- ·- agriculture; and pos- ' 
&eases 2 cattles, and l big-
gah and 7 biswas of land. : 
. 

~ 

.. 

. . 

. 

-" physician ; and pos-
seesed property, value of 
37 rupees • 

dated ~7th January 1827• · · 

5 June t8~6 Cheriacote - - - upon receiving the report ~f this 
suttee from the mohurir of Cheriarote, the 

:late acting joint magistrate ordered that 
the heirs of Mussumut Radhea, and _the 

. 7 June 

persons who • collected the wood and prepared the chitta,-with the 
zemindar of the village, sl)ould be. seized and sent in; upon this the 
thaonadar sent in Bhoiro CbowbeJ Amrit Chowbe~ Ramhit Chowbe, 
Ro.opun Chow be, Boojhawun Chow be, Kaul Chowbe,. Lall Chowbe, 

· Gujgodhur Chowbe, Motee Chowbe, Hurloll Chowbe, .Bulraj 
· Chowbe, Nundo Goreit, with Hurnam Raie and Kosel Raie, ~~hose 

depositions were faken; and.it appeared that Mussumut Radhea burnt 
herself after the period of 1 month had expired from the date . of the 
death of her husband. On the 12th July 18~6, the late . joint magis~ 
trate held a proceeding, declat•ing the suttee to be illegal, fol' two 
causes : 1st; that the female was under age ; !ld, that being of the 
Brahmin caste, she had burnt without tbe body of her husband, an~ 
befvre the arrival of the police officers. He therefore ordered that 
all the persons above mentioned, excepting Nunda Gurreit. should 
be imprisoned, with hard labour, for the period of 1 month each, and 

- then released. 
- Nizamabad • - - on the 7th June a report was received 

from fne mohurrir of Nizamabad, s.tating 
that Gt_!ngaram had died 3 ! years ago, 
and that now his wife was about to 

become suttee. Upon this an order was issued to the thannahdar 
to send in Mussumut Seettabo, w~h the bl'Other of ·her husban<l. 
Pre\'ious to the arri\'al of this order, M ussumut Seettabo had burned 
hers·elf; in consequence, Juggeroo, the brother of Gungaram, was 
sent in to the. magistrate ; and Thakoorpersad and Rambux, and 
Futteb Koormee, and Hurmooman, who assisted in making the chitta; 
were seized and sen·t in. A proceeding was beld by the late joint 
magistrate, on the 12th July 1b26, declaring the suttee to be illegal, 
on account of the time (3 ! years) which had elapsed between the 
death of the husband and the burning of the woman ; the woman 
having, at the time of her husband's death, been pl'esent with him, 
and expre!!.fed no wish at that timfl to become a 6uttee In cons~quence 
the late joint .magis~t·ate sentenced all the persons abo:ve rne_ouone_d t_a 
be· imprisone~, with bard labour, for the space of I month enob. · 



... 
"-' 
GO • 

.. 

-

.Mirzapoor 

.. 

- a. 

3.-D0 Jcethunnee, 45 

. 

4--D0 Sawooker - ::10 

• 

5.-Do Gungajul- } 
Jee - -

18 

. -
1.-]dusst ln~anee- !Z8 

2.-n• Dhuggia - 24 

Bhoonhar - Lowtoo Raie, . bhoonhar . 

' 

' -
Brahmin - - Ramjut Pandee, 

brahmin. 

' 

Brahmin .. - Dehloo Pandee, 
brahmin. 

-

Rajpoot ·- - Amaroo Sing, 
chundel rajpoot. - . .... 

Brabniin . • .. Gobind 1\Iisser, 
brahmin. 

. 

- • %emindaree ; and pos- ~4 July -
sessed a thatched house. 

• 

-- bee1·t jujmounee; and 14 August -possessed no property~ 

' 

- - dit.to - - 1 Sept. - -
-I 

• • cultivator ; an igno-
rant person, and poor. 

!Z5 January 1826 

-. 

• 
• - 1ervant and cultivator; S Sept. -
an ignorant man, and poor. . 

. 
Gboose - -

. 
l\Iuddoobun -

Gboosee 6 -

Ghoraweel -

Chundowlee -

- - the report -in this case was received 
on the 4-th _July 18l!6; subsequently the 
thannadar sent in Surnam Raie, the heir 
of Lowtoo Raie, and Runnoo Raie and 
H igha Raie, puttedars of the village, for 
having allowed the suttee. to take place 
bef(lre the arrival of the police, On the 
aoth November a proceec.hog was held by 
the joint magistrate, when there appearing 
nothing irregular in the suttee, the par ties 
were dismisEed. 

- - the ;epo.rt in this case was receiverl 
on the 16th August. The late jnint 
magistrate, upon receiving it, ordered that 
all the parties, who hatl allowed the suttee 
to take place before the arrival of thfo! 
police': should be seized and sent in. O n 
the 3oth November a procet:ding was held 
by the joint magistrate, when nothing 
irregula r appear inJ. in the suttee, the par-
ties were dismisse • 

- - the report of the thannadar, in this 
case, was received on the 5th September. 
Gowree Pa.ndee, the heir of D ehloo 
Pandee, was sent in. I t appeared from 

. investigation, that Mu~sumut Gangajullee 
became suttee, leaving an infant chiJd of 
1 i years old. .Inasmuch as a regular 
stippurdnameh was written by Go"?Vrte 
Pandee, nod there a~eared nothing irre-
gular in the suttee, owree Pandee was 
allowed to return home. 

. . 

• - Mussumut Indranee burnt. with the 
body of her husban•l, in the presence of 
the darogah. There was no legal cause 
for preventing the suttee • 

- - .Musttumut Bhugtiea burnt with · her 
husband's body, in . e presence of the 
j emadar of the thannah, notwi~standing 
his dissuasions. There was no legal cause 
for prohibiting the suttee. 

(contiJtutrl) 
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BxNAREs D•~-rsioN-continuea. 

ZILLAHS. 
Names of 

_ S UT7:~ES. -

CASTEr-
Age. 

Names and Caste of 

, their Husbands. 
,, 

, . 

; the Husband. 
J)ate of ~urning. 

Ptofession end Circwmtuce.s of . . Io wbat 

Police Juri1dictioo, 

.. 
' 

·• , _"l · · ' •·R.E.P.lA'ItKs: 
•• • • ":· - · •• ; • •• j 

i •-: · 

·' t \ -·: . 

---- · -~ -- --- -- --- - ---· ~ --~ ·--. - ·· · -~......:-- --· 
~1lrzapoor-,oli· 

tirnced. 
a.-Musst Imeerfee ~. izo ' Chamar·- ·.:.c····--:.-· ---Sheo"deif, "ctia.:· :_.:;·_labourer ;-ignorant and ' 16th Nov. -·18116 Gh01:awul• w- Mussumut Imeertee burnt with a tur

ban belonging to her. husband, 6 months 
n£ter. the ~eat.h of Sheodiall. her husband, 
before tlfe ·arrival o( the police ·officers. on 
the spot; there does not appear to have 
been any _legal cause for prohibiting the 

.. -. ... .. ·: . 

mar. :poor. 

... 
N. B.-None of the above women left any children. 

t!' -

(True! copiei.) 

' f. 

(signe~) 
! 

. suttee • 

W. H. Mac11aghten, · 

R~gistrar. · 



RELATIVE 'To HINDOO .WIDb\VS. 

~BSTRAC:r. STATEMENT of the Nun.t~.~r of HINDO() W.oME"N who w~re Bu~nt or ~uried BENGA~. 
· Aliye in the several Zilla~ and Cit1 Cour~s, during the Yeat· 1826. ~ 

' . 
ZILLAH 'AND CI'fY COURTS. 

Number of 
ZILLAH AND CITY COUHTS. 

Number of. 
Suttees. Suttees. 

CALCUTT~ DIVISION: PATNA DIVISION; 

Burdwan • . - - - . 45 Behar - . - . . 3 
HooghJy· gs• Monghyr • 

, .. .. .. - - . - - - -
Jessore . - - - - 3 City Patna - ": - - 4 
Jungle Mehauls .. - - - 11 Goruckpore - - - - 22 
Midnapore . - . - . 14 Ramghur- . - - - 3 

I 

Nugwan .. - . . - 1 Sa run - - - - '' . 10 

B 

Nuddeah· • · - .... - - 44' Shahabad _ .. . . . - 22 
Suburbs of Calcutta . . - - 35 - Tirhoot - - - . . 1 

Twenty-four Pergunnahs . - !.10 Monghyr .. - .. - - -
arasut .. - . - - e ---

Total - - . 6s 
··---- '• ·Total·-· - ., 2i9 .. 

-
BAREILLY DIVISION: 

CuTTACK COMMI&sxoN: ' \ A grab - - . . . 1 

Cuttack - .. - - . lO Allighur - · . . - - 1 

Khoordah - -;: - . - 35 Bareilly. • .. .. - - -
alasore .. - - .. . - Sajehanpore - . .. - ... 

Pelibheet . - - - -
·l ·· Total . - - 45 Cawnpore . . .. .. 1.1 

,' Eta wah - ... ~- .. . -
Joint ditto - - . . 1 

Furruckabad 
I - . . . -

. DACCA DIYiSH)N: Mooradabad ... - . - -
Backergunge Nuggeena . . - . -- - - 45 Meeruth • . .. - - -Chittagong .. . .. - 1 
Noacally • Boolundshebur . . - --· - . - ·-·· 

Saharunpore -City Dacca - . - .. 12 
.. . . 3 

·'· M uzuffernugger Dacca Jelalpore .. - . -. - . 3 Sirpoorah . . . . -Mymensing· "" .. - . -
Sylhet Bela .. - . .. . .. -. - . - .. . . - ~ . 
Tippera]). - - - . . <4 ' Total 8 .. . . 

.. 

--Total . . - 6s 
' 

... ·- . ' BEN ARES DIVISION: . 
MooasHEDAisAD DIVISION: I 

Allahabad . - - - 3 
Beerbhoom Futtehpore • .• .. . • '1 - - . . 4 
Bhau~ulpore Bundlecund, Southern Divisiorl • .. 1 . . . . - Bundlecund, Northern Pivision Mong yr .. . . 1 .. - . - City Benares Dinagepore ~ 

. . . - 15 . - - - Ghazeepore I \ - - - . 19 Maldah: - . . - .. - Juanpore .. City Moorshedabad . •4• - . - . -- . . 
Purneah .. • Azimghur . . - . 5 - - . - Mirza pore Rajeshahye ~ 

.. .. . . 3 . .. . -
Bagoorah - . --- . . . - Total 48 Rungpore • • • 

. .. . . . -
Rungpore Commission - . -

. I ---
Total . .. . ,8, ' GRAND TOTAL - . 518 

' 
. ' 

(signed) W. H. Mac1mghten, ~egistr~~·-

1 iS. 
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· .ABSTRACT STATEMENT exhibiting the Age of t~e Hindoo Women; wh~ haTe Burnt themselves on the Funeral Piles of their Husbands, in the several Districts withm the: 
CALCUTTA DiviliiON, during .the Year t8ll6. 

. I ' 
" 

' . . ' · .. 
. C1 

90and ·so and · 70 ahd t>o and 50 and 40 and So aod - !0 and . (Jno.Jer 
TOTAL. 100. 

"" .. upward .. upwards. llp~ards. up,.arda. , up~Wards. upwards. up"ards. upwarde. 20. 

0 
t;>o -~ -c 

. ' - . . - .CAJ.CUTTA DIVISION: . 
' , . 

Hurd wan ~ - - ~ ~ - - -' - - - - - ' 1 11 3 lO 6 6 7 1 45 
Hooghly - -. - - - - - - - - . - .. 6 14 ~a 19 16 10 8 ~ gS -Jessore - . - - - . - - - - - - - - .; - ~ . 1 1 1 .. .. .. - - - 3 
Jungle M ehauls - - .. .. - - .. .. .. .. -- - 3 1 - - 3 l ~ - - 1 11 
Midnapore .. - - - - - - - - - -. - - ~ 5 ~ - . II 3 - - - - 14 

z -C1 
> 
.,...:_; -c z 
V:i 

Nugwan - - - - - -- -- - - ... .. 1 - - - - - - .. - - - - -. .. - -· - 1 

Nuddeah - - - - - - - - - - - - - I !: 7 8 11 6 8 1 44 
Suburbs of Ca1cutta - - - - - - - - - - .. 1 1 9 9 ~ 6 4 3 35 \ 
Twenty-four Pergunnabs - - - - - . - - - . - - - - - 4 ~ 7 3 4 - - ~0 

Uarasut - - . - . - - - - - - - ... - - 1 1 · ~ 1 -~ l - - 8 

> z 
t:r 
(.1 
0---

'fOT.AL -. -· • - - - .. - 1 lf 35 '50 54 47 as ·. 3~ 
·I 

8 ~79 ... 

::;: 
1:0 
t'=:l 
c.r. 
'"0 . 
0 

CUTT.ACK COMlo%" : - z 
0 

C11ttack - - - - - - - ·- .. - - - - 1 1 - - . .. - - 4 4 - - 10 

Khoordah 6 6 17 
. 

1 3$ - - - - - ~ - - ~ - ~ - - - - 1 - . .. 4 
Balashor_e - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -

M .. 
z n 
~ .. --__ _..;,..._ - --

I 
-- I -

8 1."oTAL .. - - --- .. • - - - l. ll - -. 6 6 !31 1 45 
: 

. 



ABSTRACT STATEMENT exhibiting t.he Age of the Hindoo Women who have burnt themselves on the Funeral Piles of their Husbands, in·the several Districts within the 
DACCA. Dxvrs~oN, during the Year 18!!6. ' 

90 and 80 and 70 and 60 and 50 and 40 and :SO and !0 and • 100. 
u·pwards. 

Under 20. TOTAL. upwards. upwards. upwards. upwards. upwards. upwards. upward•. 

~ 

DACCA DtviSION: • 
Backergunge - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 3 5 7 7 8 13 - - 45 

Chittogong ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - . - -· - ·- - - .. 1 
. 

NoacaUy - - -. ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
City Dacca - - - - - - - - -· - - - - - . - a !Z 1 1 4 1 HI . 
Dacca Je1a1pore 

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 1 - - 3 . .. 
!\1 ymensiogh 

, - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - -. -' ; 

! ' Sylhet - - - - - - - - - - - - . 
' - - - - - - - --

'l'ipperah 
. - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - 2 -. - ·- 4 -

- ------- -
ToTAL - - .. - -· - - . 

3 4 8 8 18 - - 11 l2 1 6s 

. 



t.:l 

·ABSTRACT STAT~ENT exhlbiting' tbe Age of the Hiodoo Women who ha\1e Burnt themselves on the Funeral_ Piles of their ,Rusbands, in the several District11 within the 
· · . . . MooRSHEl>ABAD Dn,:isxo~, d~ring th~ Year 1826. · · 

... 
0 

C") 

90 and 86"11ud 70 and. 60 and 5o and · 40 80d 30 and :20 ancl 0 
tOO. Under tO. TOTAL. a:: .... upw11rds: · upwards. upwardt. upward1. upwards.· upwards • . up ... arda. · upw8rda. ~ 

c::: z 
MooRSHEDABAD DIVISION: -•. n 

Beerbhoom ·- l 3 .. ~ -Bhaugulpore 0 z 
.l\'Ionghyr ~ - - '(fJ . 

> Dina~;epore •. ·' - z 
Maldah ~ .. 

7· 
1" ~ 

City Moorshedubad . t !3 l .. 0 
~ .... 

l~urneah . =:c - · - t:rj 

Rajshahye '0 00 
1-0 
0 

Bagoora · • z 
' t:1 

ltungpore - ~ z 
Rungpore Comm' . . n 

~ 

TOTAL . . . - . .- . l - . 1 'l 3 l 

~-

8 
· r 



... ABSTRACT STATEMENT exhibiting the Age ofthe Hincloo. Women who have Burnt themselves on the Funeral Piles of their Husbands, in.the several Districts within the 
"-l 
~ PATN.A Dxvisxo~, during the Year 18~6. 

90 nnd 80and ?'Oand 60and 50 and 40 and .So and to aud 
200. U11dcr!!O. 'fOTAL. 

upwards. llpwardl. upw8rds. upwllrd~. up1Yarde. upw11rds. upw11rds: · upft'ar~a. 

-
PATNA DIVISION: ' 

Behar. - - - - - . . - - . . - - - - - - - . 1 - - • i 1 3 . - - . 
.1.\Iongbyr ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - , 
City Putna - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - 1 !I •· - - ·- -· - 1' - - 4-

Goruckpore - . - - - - - - 1 - - !I .... 3 1 4 1 6 - . ~!I 

Ramghur - - - - - - . - - . - - . - .. - - - - 1 1 . - 1 - - 3 

Snrun - - - - - - - - - - 1 l -- .. - - 1 II 1 - - !I !I lO 

l5hahabad - - - . - - - - - - - 1 II 3 II 3 3 II 5 1 !Ill 
- ' 

Tirboot - . - - - - - - - -. - - - 1 - . - . - . - - - - - . -. - 1 .. • -
l\Ionghyr· . . .. - - - - . . - - - - - - -- - - - -

: - -- ~ .. TOTAL - - - - - - II II 5 8 9 7 9 3 16 4 6s 

.. 
*.,;"': ·-



.-

ABSTRACT STATE ME NT exhibiting the Age of the Hmdoo Women who. have Burne themselves on the Funeral Piles of their HIUbandi, in the several Districts within the 
BARELLY DIVISION, during the Year 18!l6. . r 

- -
I 100, 

90 and 80 ~nd 70 and 60 and 50 and 40 and SO and !0 ~:~nd · 
TOTAL 

upwa~ds, 
Underli!O. 

upw~rds, · ' •. u pwarda. · upwards .. upwardt. : _ upwarda; upwarda. upwards. (":.· 
0 

-~· 
~ 

""\ . 
'BARBILL~ DlV1SlON': ~ 

. Agrah- ·- • c::: - - •.. -· - .. I 1 
Allighur z . .. 1 1 ...... 
Bare illy C') . > 
Shahjehanpore ·- 1""3 ...... 
Peelbheet 0 z Cawnpore . -·· - !I 2 ~ 

Bhitoura - > 
Eta wah z 

· Joint I)a ~ 
;,. - 1 .. 1 ~ C') 

Furruckabad 0 
Mooradabad ~~ . ~ 
Nugguna - ~ 

~ -
).!eeruth · ~ 

'1::1 ,- 0 Doolundshehur z - ' 

Saharunpore :.. 
1 1 1 3 ~ 

~Iuzuffernuger t%j 

z 
Deyrah Dhoon (";) - t,l:j Sirpoorah ~ .; 

TOTAL --- . - ' - . .2 ~ l 1 1 l 8 



~ ABSTRACT STATEMENT e~ibiting the Age of the Hindoo Women who have Burnt themselves on the Funerai Piles of their Husbands, in the several Districts within the 
"C1 . BENARES DIVISION, during the Year 18'l6. · 

. 
: 

90and 80 and 70 and '0 and 50 and 40 aud 30 and .. !0 nnd ' 
100. 

upwards. 
I 

Under 20. TOT AI. 
upwards, npwards. upwards. upwards. upwards. upwards. _upwards. 

BENAII.ES DIVISION: 

• Allahabad - - - - - - . - - - -· - . - - - - 1 1 - - i •· 1 - - 3 

Futtehpore - - - . . "' - - - - - - - . 1 . ·- - - - - - - - - - . a 1 .. 
Bundlecund~ Southern Division - . - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - .. a - 1 I 

' 

l3undlecund, Northern Division - a .. - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. 1 - - - 1 I I -
. 

City Benares - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - 3 4 1 3 j 3 I 15 - -
• ll 

... Ghaz~epore - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 2 - ..J' 3 6 I 2 19 
~ . 
;Juanpore - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,.. 

,.Azimghur - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 0 1 - .. - ~ 'Z 5 Q 
l\Iirzapore - - .. - - - .. - - - :- - - - - -- - - - - - - - 3 - .;. 3 

----.:.__ .. 
ToTAL - - - - - - - - - - . - 4 II- ' 48 .. 4 4 5 15 5 · . 
• . -. 

• 
(signed) W. H. Macnagkten, 

. Registrar. 



BENGAL. 
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214 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

!\Ia. BAYI.EY's Minute.· 

~~ my' minute date_d t~~ ·13th of January 1~27, I stated at some _length my 
opm10ns. on the practicability· of gradually puttmg a stop ~o the practtce of self· 
immolation by Hindoo widows, and explained the grounds on which, in my judg
ment, the authority of government with a view to that object might be exercised, 
without its being misconstrued by the Hindoos, or objected to as a violation of those 
principles of religious toleration ~·hich ~·e have avowed and .acted upon. 

I suggested, for reasons therem assigned, that the practice should in the first 
instance be forbidden- in those territories into which ourccode of regulations and 

-the tircular instructions regarding suttees had nof yet been introduced ; viz. those 
under the resident of Dehli, the commissioner in the Saugor and N erbudda terri.:. 
tories, the commissioner in Kumaoon, and the commissioner in Assam and the 
north-eastern frontier 0 Rungpore. 

In those s!lgge~tions his excellency the Vice Pre~ident and 1\Ir. Harington 
expressed their enttro:oncurrence; and the several romutes and documents con- · 
nected with them were forwarded for the consideration of the right honourable 
the Governor General, who was at that period in the western provinces. 
· The report now in circulation fron1 the court of Nizamut Adawlut contains the_ 

usual statements and explanations regarding the number of suttees which have taken 
place during the course ~f the year 1826. It appears from these statements, that 
on a comparison· with the preceding year, 1825, the number of human victims has 
considerably decrel;lSed; that a very small· proportion of those victims belonged to 
the higher or opulent classes of society; that the completion of the sacrifice was 
in several instances quietly and effectually prevented by the ·interposition of the 
magistrates and their officers ; and that the immolation of Hindoo widows is 
a practice unknown in some of our districts, and very partially so in many others. 

These circumstances are satisfactory in themselves; and the more so, as .they 
tend to show that the difficulties opposed to the ultimate suppression of the practice 
are less serious than is generally imagined. . · 

'Upon a full consideration of the present report, and of the opinions now and 
heretofore recorded.by the judg~~ of the Nizamut Adawlut, I see no reason to alter 
the views expressed in my minute of the 13th January last .. 

Pending the reference to the Governor General, the report for the year 1825, and 
the papers connected \fith it, have not been recorded ; and it seems desirable that 
they should now be entered on the proceedings~ together with the report and state
ments for the year 1826, and that they should be forwarded to the honourable the 
Court of Directors, ,together with the result of our deliberations regarding them, at 
an early period, and in a separate_ letter. 

28th November}82j. · (signed) IV. B. Bayley. 
. , . 

Judicial Department1} 

lOth .. ~pri~·1828. 

(A true copy.) 
_ H. Shakespear, 

Act' Chief Sec' to Govt. 

Sn! C. T. :METCALFE's Minute. 

- I BAVE.the honour to concur, to its full extent, in l\Ir. Bayley's proposition for 
the abolition .of the horrible practice of burningwidows, in those portions of terri
tory under the presidency of Fort 'rilliam; in which our regulations have n~t been 
promulgated. - . . . ·. . · 

I enterQ\in a confident expectatiOn that the enure prevention can be easily effected 
in the Dehlee territory. In fact, during my first administration· in tha~ co~ntry, the 
practice was prohibite~, and in one instance, when attempted, autho~I:anvely pre
vented by me without· any bad effect. I trust also that the abobtwn may be 
accomplished without difficulty in the other provinces above indicated, ?r at .least 
wherever the practice is not more prevalent than it was in the Debtee tern tory when 
it was prohibited. . . 

If, however, in any part the practice prevails to so great an extent tha~ the 
measure- would intimately affect the bulk of t~e inhabitants, and ~e therefore hk.el y 
to excite any strong sensation, it may be destrable to proceerl w1th correspon~mg 

" · cautwn. 
I 
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caution. On that account it would perhaps be advisable that the abolition, when 
designed, be carried into effect by communication with the local authorities, which 
method "ould admit of modifications and precautions such as peculiar circumstances 
,might require, rather than by any positive enactment, by which the government 
might be.committed to any course not allowing suitable deviations. 
. I am further of opinion, that in a similar manner the a,bolition ought to be 
effected in such parts of the provinces governed according to the laws commonly 
called the Regulations, as are as yet free frcim the general adoption of the practice. 

In those districts it is to be hoped the entire prevention of the practice might 
be effected with the same ease as in parts beyond the reach of the regulations. · If 
any legal obstacles exi~ owing to the regulations, it would be expedient to remove 
those obstacles by applicable pr~yisions. . . , 

The greatest difficulty on this subject, with referenc.e to views uf entire and 
universal abolition, would exist in those districts govern~d according to our code of 
reg~lations, in which the horrible practice is now most pre~lent. I ain so satisfied 
that it is our right and duty to abolish this abominable'· custom, that my only hesi .. 
tation, as to proposing its instant and complete abolition by a positive legal enact
ment, arises from doubts a~ to the possibl~ effect of such a measure on the mass of 
the population where the practice is most frequent. If I were assured that the 
measure could be carried through without actual ~ommotion, I should have no 
hesitation in recommending the forcible abolition in every part of our dominions, 
being convinced that if o'nce tranquilly carried into effect, itR further consequences 
on the minds of the people could not be otherwise than beneficial;. but considering 
the frantic passions which may be excitep by religious bigotry, and which in this 
case might possibly be touched, npt by the abolition itself, which abstractedlywould 
not, I conceive,. excite irritation, but by the misrepresentation.s which might be 
industriously circulated as 'to our further designs, I am loathe to suggest any measure 
which might commit the government to forcible abolition, or to any irrevocable 
proceeding on this subject. It is one on which, in order to do good without the 

. risk of evil, it seems incumbent on us to feel our way as we advance. 
There is, I understand, reason to apprehend that our interference, as hitherto 

exercised, with a view to dimin;sh the practice of burning widowo, has rather ten~ed 
to increase it. If this be so, we. ought certainly to seek to repair so mischbvous 
a consequence of our intervention. · . 

. 'Vith this view it may be advisable. to prohibit, on the part of the police, the 
grant of sanction for the act, which is now deemed necessary for its legalization. 
Instead of sanction, every possible discouragement that can ue devis~d, short of 
forcible prevention, might be substituted. The responsiuility of all persons con
cerned might be aggravated to the utmost practicable extent, so as to become perilous 
and ·alarmi11g; the advising, aiding arid abetting, in efl'ectlllg the act might be 
declared a heinous crime; the mere· attendance on such spectacles might be made 
a misdemeanor, punishable by the magistrate. I mt!·rely offer these suggestions 

· ·regarding details for consideration; not as propositions on which I see clearly and 
·- without a dm.::bt in my own mind the course that ought to be pursued. , 

But although caution appears to me to be expedient in those districts in which 
the horrible practice is most generally established, I am not the less satisfied that io 
many parts of our dominions its entire abolition is easily practicable, through' the 
instrumentality of our local officers, by a mere order of government, without the 
chance of any evil impression; and I fully belic,:e, that if the tirst act of our 
administration, on any new couquest, had been to abolish the practice of burning 
widows, the ·abolition would have been ·effected every where with case. · 

. Much of the difficulty now existing on this subject has probably arisen from the 
· delicacy with which it has always been treated. The practice having hitherto been 

respected, what originally ,\·ould have been considered as an unavoidable and no 
intolerable consequence of the establislunent of a foreign rule, would·now perhaps 
he regarded with' jealousy and impatience, as an infrar.tion of a custom hitherto 
permitted; connected with designs against the prevailing religion of the people. 

29th December 1 827. (signed) C. T. 11/etcalfe. 

Judicial Department,} 
• 10thApril1828.· 

) j8. 

(A true copy.) 

t ' 

II. Slwlcespear, 
Act' Chief Sec' to Gave. 

' , 

BENGAL. 
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~1.6 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

GovERNOR GENERAL's Minute. 

':fHE i~formation obtained from Kumaoon since the date of my lagt minute is 
satisfactory as to the small number of suttees which occur in that district. . 

It'is exceedingly gratifying .to observe that the immolations throughout Be~gal 
of ~he year 1826, compared with those of 1825, had decreased to the amount of 
121. 

I 

It. will also be· observed, that the suttees of 1826 were about a te~th lower than 
the lowest of the preceding four years. . ~ 

Th~ reports of our different officers do pot appe~r to me to point out any specific 
course,_ short of absolute prohibiti~n, by. ":hich this barb.at·ous practice could be 
suddenly checked, or the number of victims very considerably r~duced. But 
I think there is reason t<1 believe and expect that, except on the occurrence of some 

I very general &ickne~s, such as that which prevailed in the lower parts of. Bengal in 
18:25, the progress of. general instruction and the unostentatious exertions of our 
lo'ca~ officers wjll produce the happy effect of a gradual diminution, and, at no very 
distant period, t,he final extinction of'. the barbarous rite of suttee. 

4th January. 1828. (signed) AMHERST. 

Judicial Department,} 
. toth April i 828. · 

'· 

(A true copy.) 

H. Shake spear,, 
Actg Chief Sec' to Govt. 

Lower Provinces. Criminal. 28th February 1828·. 

0 
RESOLUTIOYS_. 

Tn E last resolutions on the subject of suttees were passed on the 1oth' of 
November 18~5, since which the· several documents above recorded have from time 
to· time been under the consideratio~ of government. 

~· No special orders appeared necessary in addition to those passed by the court 
of ~izamut Ad_awlu~, iri th~ir proceedings dated the 27th of October 1826, on the 
suttee reports for the preceding year. · 

. 3· The government has. now before it a report from the Nizamut Adawlut on 
the number. of snttees which took. place in the ye.ar 18 26. And a. ~tter has lately 

· lately been received from the honourable Court of Directors, dated the 25th of 
July· 1827, in w_hich the honourable Court, afte·r dwelling on the strong interest 
which the subject has excited in England, and .the ·difficulties and embarrassments. 
·with which the question is beset, express their expectation that the progress of 
education and the diffusion of knowledge will gradually effect the extinction of this 
barbarous rite. 

4· The following is an. abstract Statement of the number of suttees which have 
·occurred in 'each· district of the lower and western provinces, in the years 1823, 
1824, 1825 and 1826, in continuation of the statement entered in the resolutions 
of government, dated· the 3d of December. 1824, when the subject was last consi
dered in detail, with reference to the increase or decre~se of the practice in parti .. 
~Ul!lr districts or divisions of t~e country. 

' "' 

STATEMEN'r 
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RELATIVE .TO HlNDOO· WIDOWS. · 

STATEMENT of Suttees in the Years 1823; 1824; 1825 an~ 18~6. 

DISTRICTS. 

CALCUTTA DIVISION: 

Burdwan .. . - .,.._ .. -
Hooghly • - - -• -
Jessore • - .... - . 
Jungle Mehal~ - - - -
Midnapore - .. . -
Nuddeea - - - - -
Suburbs of Calcutta .. . -
!4 Pergunnahs - - .. 
Barasut · - .. . - -
Cuttack· - .. - . -
Khoorda . - - .. - " -
Pooree - .. - - -
Balas ore - - .;. - .. 

Total • '. IIIIi' 

DACCA DIVISION : 

Backergunge 
Chitta gong 
Noacolly • 
Dacca City • 
Dacca Jelalpore 
Mymensing .. 
Sylhet 
Tipperah -

Totaf - ,• 

MooRSHEDABAD DIVISION r 

Beerbhoom 
Bhaugulpore 
Moonghyr . - - -
Dinagepore • 
Maldah -
Moorshedabad City .. 
Purneeah .o • 
Rajeshahye 
Buggoorah and Joint Magistrate 

~ Rungpore .. ... .. 
Rungpore 
Ditto Commissioner 

TOtal 

.p ATN A DIVISION: 

Behar ·. • ;. 

llamghur •. . • 
Sarun -

· · Shahabad .. 
Tirhoot • 
Patna .. 
Goruckpore 

Total • .. 

. 
-
-~ ----.. 
-. 
--.. 
.. 

. 
--
... . . 
--
-

0~} 

.. . .. 
-
-. . 
. 

'. 

1823· t824· 1825. 
-.. I 

45 56 03 
81 91 104 
14 30 16 
'1.7 ti 9 
l.J !Z2 22 

!8 79 6o 
34 • 48 

IU 22 26 
l 4 20 

19 11 14 
11 ' 13 16 
- - -

1 - -----
340 378 '398 

. 
I 

11 . 23 6a .. - - 2 9 
3 - - - 1 

14 7· 18 
2 2 2 

....... _... - -
1 - ..... 
9 6 8 --

'40 40 101 

6 3 9 
1 
1 

1 1 1 
ll 8 6 

1 2 

2 

I 
1 ,l l ; 
1 

- --------:-
' 13 14 Ill 

4 1. 1 
-s 10 . . .. 
7 12 15 

30 tS 20 
' 3 ' I . . 
' 
. . - .. .. - . 2 . - . 17 p· ------49'- .. 59 .47 : 

Ee 

2li 

1826. 
• 

45 
98 
a• 

11 

15 
44 
35 
'la . 

8 
10 
as:· .. 
....... 
-

-----~ 
324 

45 
1 -

' 1.11 

3 -...... 
4 • --

G.s 

+ 

4 

' '. 

--g 

3 a: 
10 

' 2!.1' 

1 

4 
112· 

; 65 

BENGAL. 
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. 
Statement of Suttees 'in the Years 18z3, 1824,' 1825 and 1826-continued. 

Di STlHCTS.,' 
I 

BAREII,L y DIVISION: 

A grab .. - - -
.Alfighur. I - - . .. 
Shahjehanpore . . . 
Cawnpore - - -
Bhittora. I - - . - ·. 

Etawab. . . ""· .. - I 

Joint Magistracy Etawah - ; 
Seharungore . - ~ 

Bolunds · cher I . .. , -
Bnreilly : .. - - -' Pillibheet - -. . 
Furruckabad - - .. 
Moradabatl . -- -
Nuggeena - .-. . 
Meerut - - -. . 
Mozuffernuggur - -

' Belah . - - - -
Sirpoorah. - : - . -

: ' 

Total 
: 

Allahabad. -. - · 
Joint Magistracy Bith~re • 
Bundlecund, Southern division 
Bundleeund, Northern division. 
:Benares • 
Ghazeepore - .• • 
Joint .Magistrate Azimgbur 
Mlrzapore 

.. Juanpore -
Futtehpore 
Gorilckpore, 

I' 

( 

.. -. -.. . 
- . 
- . 
- --. -. .-- .. 
" -
- -- -
- . 
p -. -.. . 
- .. 
.. . 

'. . - -

.. 
.. 

- .. . 
. -

-
' 

1823., ·. ·, 18ll.h 1825·. .. 1826. 

. . . . - . 'l i 
1 1 ~- :t 
1 J 1 -
4 5 6· 

I 

!.1 ·, . - .. l 1 -· 
1 - . - t 1- -· : . - - - - (l - . 4 1 

3 1 1 3 
I - - ' 

. 1 - -. 
1 -· - - -- - - - •• 1 

- - - -- .. - - -· . - - - ~ ..,... 
1 - - -- - - -- - - -- --. - -__ ......,.._. 

' 12 10 17 8 

.. I - 5 !'.1 3 
4 ., - - . 2 I 
2 5 1 ·:t 

• 2 2 ' ] . 
tB 16 17 15: 
55 33 2-1 19 . 

1 8 ' . 3 5: 
3 6 9 3 
4\. 

.. - • 1 
. a2 . (Transferred to Patna Division.) 

~;---;~[~5. . 48. 

Grand Total -I 575_ . 577 1. 639 518 

catbutta Dtvieion. 5·. From the for~going St~tem~t it: appears · 

r. 
that in the years 1824 and 18·25 the number of 

."

18. 23 .• - ~~ 1825. 18~ instances of suttee in the Calcutta division con-
siderab1y exceeded the number reported in· the 

340 37.8 398 324_ preceding year, but in 1826 it fell below the first 
. . . . year of the series. 

Dacca Division. 

~·~· ~ '1805·1•8•6· 
4o r· 4o ' , 101 65 

. . 

Moorshedabad DivJ.sion. 

~~f.-824. ~~2. . 18z6.··, 
13 14 21 8 . . . 

6. In the Dacca division the number. has 
gre~tly incre~sed _in- the· last· two years· under 
review, especially m 1825,. · '""' 

7. In the districts of the Moorshedabad divi· 
vision" the occurrences :~ere more frequent in 
1S25, but in the following year they again fe11 
even below the small number usually reported 
from that division. 
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Patna Division. . S .. In the. ~atn~ division the increase is .~nly ~ENOAL.: 
--~-----:------;"---. nomma),. ansmg from the transfer ti·um the "-----..........----' 

1824. 1825: 1826. Benare~ divisiu.n of the district of Gut·uckpore.) 
---. ------:-------. ~eductmg the: m~tances reported from that dis .. 
· · 49 ·59 47 t>s tr~ct,. the number IS somewhat less during the last 
~;:r~ck:} . ~ 7 9 . i , 22 three years than formerly. . . .. I . 

I 

Bareilly Division.: ' . · · 1 I ·g. In the Bareilly division the numher, although 
~23···. ~~ .1825. I-. _18_2_6._. still co~p~ratively sm~ll, increased in 182.5, but 

fell agam m the followmg year. · 
12. '10 . 17, ' 8 

18.23. 

121 

Goruck·} 
.pore • 

1823~. 

571 

Benares Division.; 
l 

1~24· 1825 •. 

--_ ___,. 

?6 55 

17 ·g 

1826. --
48 

22 

· 1 o. In the: Benares division the number of 
instances of suttees has been considerably'less in 
tqe last three ·years, compared with 1823, even 
adding those which took place in Goruckpore, 
transferred to the Patna division. · · · 

Grand Total. : 11. Upon the whole the num.ber of .s.utte'es 

182tf.. I 1825. 1826. --
577 I 639 . 518 

which occurred during th~ year 1825 consider
ably exceeds that reported in any year since 
I ~21, and it is lamentable W observe that the 
practice continues to be infinitely more prevalent 
in the districts immediately adjacent to the me-

tropolis than in any other part of th~ country. 

. 12~ The statements rurnished. from the five districts nearest to Calcutta, viz. 
Burd wan 63, Hooghly l 04, N uddea 6o, lhe 24 Pergunnahs 4fi, and Suburbs of 
Calcutta 48, exhibit 321' instances of the !;lacrifice "during the year 182,1, being more 
than· equal to the aggregate amount reported to have occurred in that year thr.out!h· 
out the who:le of the other districts in the lowe~ 'and western ptovinces. 

0 
.. 

I 

1823• , 
....,....._ -·--

Barasut - 1 
; 

}3ackergunge 11 

' 
1824. --

!4 
~3 

• 1825 .. 

20 

l 

63 

't826 • 

8 

45 

13. The increase in 1825 is chiefly 
remarkable in the districts of Baraset 
in the Calcuita1division, and in Back
ergunge in the Dacca divisioi1, as 
shown in the margin.~ It is supposed. 
to have been occasioned in the latter 

. by the extraordinary mortality from 
cholera morbus, but no cause is a~tempted to be assigned for the. increase iri the 
former jurisdiction, nor do the repo~·ts fwm the magistrates· genet·ally afford data 
by. which· any safe .conclusions can be drawq as to the causes of the fluctuations 
<>bservable in the statements. · 

14. In 1826, ho,~·ever, the reports 
are far mqre. favol}rable; and i't is 
satisfactol'\' to his Lordship in CourT
cil to ren1ark · that in· the ·three dis~ 
tricts specified in thle margin, in 
which the practice has always been 
particularly prev~lent, a sensible di
minution of sutte~s is perceptible; 

, . 

1823. 182+· 1825. 1826. 

-- -
Ghazeepore- 55 33 21 Ig 

Goruckpore • 32 17 ~· 22 

Shaitabad . 30 t8 20 22 
. •· 

I 
. . while the many instances reported in which 

1824. 1825. i826. Hindoo widows have been dissuaded from 
-- sacrificing themselves, and in which tbe in:. 

'Retracted 3 ~a terference of the local authorities has been 
. Dissuaded • 4 15 19 · submitted to without .exciting opposition or 
Prevented • 2 . 6 4 disturbance, holds. out a. r~as~nable e~cou-

rageinent that· by persevermg 111 the hne of 
policy which has hitherto influenced t~e proceedibgs of government in dealing with 
t~is delicate and embarrassing subject, the minds of the people may be gradually 

I led to 'see ~Jnd to acknowledge the cruelty and criminality ot' the pra~tice, and to 
desist from aiding· and abetting it altogether. · · 

178, Ee 2 15. The 
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BENGAL. ,15· The Governor General in Council-regrets to observe the numerous instances 
'----v-----/ noticed in the reports for 1825 and 1826, in which no previous intimation of 

intended suttees were given to the police officers. . 
1_6. Adverting to the resolutions passed on the 1oth of November 182[), and to 

:Mr. Harington's minute dated the 14th of September preceding, his Lordship in 
· Council takes this opportunity .of correcting the mistake in that part of the second 
· paragraph of the orders of government addressed to the register of the Nizamut 

Adawlut on the 14th of Apri! 1825, in which it was assumed that l\1r. Harington 
had. recommended in his minute, when chief judge of the Nizamut Adawlut • 

. (a copy of which was transmitted to government, with a letter from the register of 
. the court, dated the 11th of February 1825,} that the zemindars and others ~hould 

b; 1·~quired to give previous information of all c~ses of suttee. The mistake ori
gmated from the general tenor of the arguments urged in .support of the proposed 
circular orders; but on a further consideration of the documents above referred to, 
it appears to .have been Mr. Harington's intention that the zemindars and other 
village authorities should be et1jo.ined to give information of suttees which had actually 
taken place, in the same manner·as they are declared responsible by the tst Clause 
Q( Section 14,. Regulation XX. 1817, tor Jhe early and punctual communication to 
officers of the nearest police stations of all unnatural deaths, ·or deaths attended 
with· suspicious circu~stances, in order, as observed. by Mr. Harington, " to a full 
investigation at· the (!Utcheny of the magistrate or joint magistrate, whether the 
·sacrifice had been in every respect such as is sanctioned by the Shaster, or whether 

· any of· the· parties concert1ed appear liable to a criminal prosecution under the rules 
established by the circular orders in force, and the general regulations for the admi-
nistration of criminal justice." . . . ' . ' 

1 7. On. the principle, however, of abstaining .as much as possible from agitating 
the :question, by circulating any further orders to the native officers of police, his 
Lordship in Council is still inclined to the opinion that it will be better not to issue 
any instructions to the provincial·courts and magistrates, even of the modified nature 
·above indicated ; and that. in the prc;>spect, however remote, of being able at a future 

. period authorita\ively · am;l altogether to suppress the rite, every thing which has 
a.ie1idency to modify, systematize or legalize the usage should be avoided, as cal~ 
culated to render its final abolition m9re difficult, if not absolutely impracticable. • 

18. With these . sentiments his Lordship in Council need scarcely add that he 
entirely· concurs with the Nizamut Adawlu~ in the inexpediency of enacting the 
regulation prop6.sed by the acting' magistrate of the city of Benares, " for better 
defining the Hindoo laws and customs relative to the rite of suttee," &c. a copy of 
which was submitted to government, with a letter from the registrar of tlTe court, 
dated the 13th of October 1826 ;. and lhoughnot prepared to adopt extreme 
measures for the total suppression of the practice, his Lordship in Council agrees 
with the court, " that it' would be highly objectionable to enact .any regulation 
auth~rizing · th~ sacrifice of suttee' in an1 case or under any circumstance~ what· 
~ver.' 

(signed) . . H. Skakespear. 

· • Judicial Department~} 
·· toth April r828. 

(A true copy.) 
· H. Shakespear, 

Act' Chief Seer to Govc. 

----------------~-
Mr. BAYLEY's Minute.· 

· ~~ H.-\~ put my initials to this draft, conceivins it to co~respond. with the resolu~ 
· .tions of the. Board, at the last meeting of Council. ·. . 
. · At the• same time, I must repeat my opinion, that the present moment offers 
peculiar advantages for any attempt on the part of government to repress the . 
. practice of suttee, and that the attempt I_Dight be made in th.e manner and. to the 
extent suggested in. my former minutes, w1th safety and propriety: . . 

· . 3d Marc~ 1828. (signed) !¥. B. B_ayle:y. 

. · . Judicia1 Depart~~nt,} · 
1oth .Aprilt828. 

(A tr~e copy.) 
H. Shakespear, 

Act1 Chief Sec1 to 'G~v•. 
: ·~· ~: : : : J .. :. • ' 
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ToW. H. Macnaghten, Esq. Registrar of the Nizamut Adawlut. 
Sir, 

I AM directed by the right honourable the Governor General in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of two letters from you, dated the 27th October 1826 
and the ·tgth of October 1827, submitting suttee reports for the years 1825 and 
t8:a6; and in reply to transmit to you, forth~ information of the Nizamut Adawlut 
~he accomp~nying copy of resolutions this day passed by government on the sub: 
. Ject of those reports. 

· 2. I am at the same. t}ime directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 1 gth October 1826, with itl enclosures, and to. refer the court to the 18th 
·paragraph of the resolutions above mentioned, for. the sentiments of government 
on the regulation proposed by the acting magistrate of_ Benares. 

· I am, &c. 
Council Chamber, } (signed) H. Skakespear, . 

·28th February 1828. · Secv to Govt. 

(A true copy.} 

Judicial 'Department,} 
lOth Aprilt828. . 

H. Shake'spear, 
Act1 Chief Sec:r to Gove •. · 

.To H .. Chamier, Esq. Secretary to Government at Fort St. George •. 

~~ . . 
I AM directed · by the right honourable the Governor General in Council to 

request that you will lay before the right honourable the Governor in Council, for 
his information, the accompanying copy of resolutions this day passed by govern
m~nt, on the reports and statements submitted by the Nizamut Adawlut, of suttees 
which have occurred during the years 1825 and 1826, in the several districts sub-
ject to the' presidency of }'art William. · 

:Council Chamber, }. 
28th February 1828. 

' rhave, &c. 
(signed) H. Skakespear, 

Seer to Govt • 

. To. C. Norris, Esq. Secretary to Government at Bombay. 
Sir, · 

I· AM directed by the right honourable the Governor General in Council to 
request that you will lay before the honourable the Governor in Council, for his 
information, the accompanying copy of resolutions this ·day pasRed py government, 
on the reports and statements submitted by the Nizamut Adawlut, of suttees which 
have occurred during the years 1825 and 1 826, in the several districts subject to the 
presidency of Fort William. 

Cot]ncil Chamber, } 
2~~h February 1828-

Judicial· Depa~tment,} · 
. 10thApril1828. . 

. 1 j8. 

I have, &c. 
(signed} H. Shakespear, 

Seer to Govt. 

(True copies.) 

1;:.. e .3 

- H~ Slza!iespear, . · 
Acti Chief Seer ·~o Gov1

• 

. EXTRACr 

BENGAL. 
~ 
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... ! .. 
, EXTRACT Bengal .Judicial Consultations,.Joth April1828., 

. . . . . . . .. 

'·criminal, L;P. . READ a letter to the honourable the Court of Directors, dated the present 
date·. · · ·. · · ·· · · .. · • 

' ' ' ' I j 

No. 63· i Order~d ·~pat' the chief 'sec~etary write the· following l~tter: 

No.8. 

·No. g. 

No._45· 

To W. H. Magnaghten, Esq. Registrar of tht:; Nizamut Adawlut. 
·sir,· . 

.. In continuation of my leiter to you of the 28th February last; I am directed by· 
the• honourable the _Governor General in Council to trtmsmit to you the accom-. 
panying extract (paragraph 6) from a despatch \his day addressed to the honour
able the .Cpurt of Directors, on the reports of suttees for the years 1825 and 1826, 
to which the attention of the court of Nizamut.Adawlut is reques~ed. , 

I have, &c. 
Council Gh~unber,} (signed) ' H. Shaltespear, · • 
.·ioth A'pr.ii 1828.' Acting Chief Secretary • 

. I 

., .. .EXTRACT Bengal Political Cons~ltations, 2d May 1828 •. 

. .J. no my~elf the. hono~r to notify to you, for the infm·rn~tion <>f the bonour~ble 
the Governor-General in Council, the death of Maha Raua Bheem Singh, of Odee
poor, on the morning of the soth ultimo,·after·an. illness of six days. 

' 
I have, &c. 

Dehlee .Residi:ncy,} 
8th Apri11828. 

(sigried) Edw. Colebrooke, 
Resident. 

·Resident at Dehlee to A. Sterling, Esq~ Secretary to Government, 
· · Fort William. . 

'e 
-~ Sir, . . 

IN continuation. of my letter of the 8th instantJ I do myself the honour to acquaint 
you that the death pf the 1\~a_ha Rana Bheem ·Singh, of Odeepoor, · appears to 
,have been accelerated by the unexpected demise of his grandson, the only son of 
his -successor Hoower Jewun Singh. There would now appear to be no direct beir 
left to the ·latter. · 

2. Seven rannees of different ranks and one favourite concubine sacrificed them .. 
selves or were sacrificed on the funeral pile Of the ~eceased rajah. 

Dehlee Residency,} 
. -9th .A-pril 1828. . 

· · I have, &c. · 
(signed)· Edzv. Colebrooke. 

EXTR,ACT Bengal Judicial C~nsultations, dated 1oth October 1828. 

Registrar of the Nizamut Adawlu't to H. Shakespear, Esq. Secretary to Govern-
ment in the Judicial Department. · 

Sir, 
~izamut Adawlut; · ' 1.' t A)t desired by the court of Nizamut Adawlut to request th~t you 

· present, will submit, for the consideration and orders of the right honourable the 
. W. Leycester, esq. chief judge; Governor General in. Council, the following papers*. 
~· ¥o~s, ~sq. }puisne " 2, The minutes recorded by the several judges on the oc<;asion in 
R: H. RaJ;a~q~sq. judges,; · question will sufficiently show the sense they entertain of Mr. Cracraft's 

. a~d . . . ·. . reference, and of the proceedings of the Dacca authorities with relation to 
r.r: H. Turnbull, esq. officiating this most important and delicate subject. The second and officiating 
~udge. judges trust, that from. their observations and the circumstances of the 

. w~ 

* 1. Translation of a Petition presented to the 'Nizamut Adawlut by Gooroopershad Sein 
and Ramroop Sein, on the 21st of April last. . 
, , 2 •. Copy of a letter from the Register to the. ,Nizamut Ad3;wlut to the Dacca Court .of Cir., 
,.:uit, writteq' on the samtt date, by order of the secoqd and officiating Judges. · · · 
· · · • ' 3· Copy 

l 
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. cas~, it will. be equally e~ide~t. ,that they could not have adopted any other course 
ofl proceedmg without I'ncurrmg the charge of a wilful-dereliction of a .duty .arid 
a direct violation of the trust reposed in them by govern~ent. · ' 

3· . ~t only rema}ns for the court to add, t~~t it ~vill rest with' his 'tordship in 
Council to determme generalry as to the questiOn at Issue, and especially as to' the. 
pro.Per · cou~se of procee~ing with respect to the . prohibiting order issued by the· 
actmg· magtstrate of the city of Dacca. . · · 
· I am, &:>. ' , · 

(signed) TV. H. A-facnagkten) 
Registrar. 

Fort 'Villiam, ·}· 
18th September 1828. 

The· Petition· of Goroo Pershaud Sein .. and Ram Roop Sein, inhabitant3 
of Bic~nam Pore, in the jurisdiction of the city of Dacca, and at present 
residen~ in Calcutta; sets forth, 

THAT Ram Kishoar Sein, of Dacca, one of our relations,. and vakeel· at: Noah.; 
kall.y, died on t~e. 20th .. of Cheyte 1234, B: S. ; hi~ wife, on hearing this, being 
desirous· of becommg a suttee, Goure~ Shunkar Sem, the eldest brothet of my 
father~in-law, as was customary, gave notice of her wish to the· police officer :of ::the 
-Rajah Batty thannah; on this the darogah sent a report on the 2d of Bysack, and 
Gouree Shunker.· also s~nt a pf;)tition on the samei date to. the· magistrate of the 
city of Dacca.· The magistr~t.e, o~ r~c~ivi~g the a~ove, .imme~!ately gave orders 
for the prevention of the suttee ; and Gouree Shunl<ar Sem petitiOned against this 
order to Mr. Cracraft,. the 2d judge of provincial court of Dacca,. who, without 
looking into the case, upheld the magistrate's orders for the prevention of' the suttee, 
an~ made no fur~her inquiries. 

: · :Most \yomen have been allowed to become suttees in conformity with the Sasttas; 
for instance, the magistrate, in the cases of the widow of Ram Gop, of Simla, and 
Raja Kishen. Das,. of Cartick Pore, (who are of the same caste as ourselves); 
having. questioned the pundit, in accordance with his bivasta permitted them tb 
burn ; nevertheless in this. case he has withheld his permission. . , : 

Further, ever since' the :widow has.heard. of her husband's death she. has refused 
all sustenance, .and if an ord'er is· not speedily issued to enable her to burn; it will 
cause her ·destruction· both in this world and the next; and besides, until the suttee 
has taken, place, the funeral rites cannot· be performed,. which. being neglected 
will degrade our. caste. . . ' 

.: Your petitioners therefore· hope· that upon an inspection 'of the orders of the 
court, issued November 21st, 1827, on the petition of Ram ~{ishep Das, of Backer• 
gunge, you will 'permit the above widow to conform to the rite· of anoomurr'un, 
that her salvation· and ou~ caste and rank may not suffer by the refusal. · ~ 

(A true translation.) ,. 

(signed). . B. H. JJfytton, · 
Head Clerk. 

3·. Copy.of a· letter to the .. above,:. from the~ second Judge of the Dacca Court of Circuit, 
dated .3oth of April, and .of its Eng\ish Enclosure, together with a translation of its Persian 
Enclosure. · ._ . . ·. . 

4· Copy of a reply to the'abovefrom the Register,of the Nizamut Adawlut, written·on 
~he 6th of May;,by order of the second and officiating Judges. • , . 
· 5'. Copy of a reply to the· above.from the second Judge of the Dacca: Court of Ctrcutt, 
dated the 14th of July, and of its Enclosure. . 

6 .. Copies of the Minutes of-the several Judges of this Court~ on taking into consideration 
the subject of the above L~tter. . 

To I., Jl •. 

BENGAL. 
~ 
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To I. B. Elliott, Esq. First J.udge, ~n?. the. other Judges of the Court of Circ~it 

·, Gentlemen, . 
· for the DlVlSlOO of Dacca. -

Nizamut Adawlut: I AM . desired by the court of Nizamut .Adawlut to forward to you 
nresent, th · · f · · d · A. Ross, esq. puisne judge; • e a.ccompanymg. copy o a pet1t10n presente to them th1s day by 

and Gooroopershad Sem and Ramroop Sein, praying that the widow of Ram 
M: H:Turnbull, esq. officiating Kishore Sein~ their deceased . relation, may be permitted to become 

Judge. • • a suttee by t~1e rite of ano~murrun,, a,nd c.omp1ain~ng of h~r having been 
prohibited from so domg by the actmg magistrate of the city, which prohibition 

Court or Circuit: 

_ was confirmed on appeal by your second judge. · . 
On a perusal of the petition, I am directed to .observe that there does not appear · 

to be any legal ground, under the existing rules, •for prohibiting the intended sacri
{ice in the present instance ; and the court therefore desire that should such be the 
. case, you will im~ediately is.sue such orders as may remove all impediments to the 
fulfilment of the \vidow's de~tre to become a suttee ; or, in the event of there being 
any legal objection thereto, that you will without loss of time report the nature of 
it· for the consideratio.n and final orders of this court. · 

Fort William, } 
· . 21st April1~28. 

I iun, &c. 
(signed) w.· H. Macnaghten, 

Registrar. 
: ""· 

. Gooroo;rshaud Sein and Ramroop Sein, petition~rs. . 
... J 

' ~ 

ToW. H. Macnaghten, Esq. Registra.r to the Nizaumt Adawlut, Fort William~ • 

~ . . . 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for the co_nsideration of the Nizamut.Adawlu4 

copies o~· a: letter and proceeding sent by ~e magistrate of Dacca to this court, iq 
the ·above c.a.Se. . . . ·; 
\,~~'I fully agree with the ·magistrate that in, the present instance the suttee ought 
not to be allowed ; ·and if his. argument be supported by the Nizamut Adawlut~ 
I believe nine tenths of these sacrifices will be prevented. Tbe permission in the 
bebushta for widows to burn; themselves names the four pure castes only; and 
though nQ prohibition exists as to the mixed castes, it is not to be assumed in so 
extreme a case as self-murder that the silence of the law is equivalent to permis-

__ sion; therefore, without agitating the general question as to the propriety of per .. 
mittina widows to burn themselves under any circumstance, I bope the court will 
up~old (if on special grounds only) the prohibition that has been issued in the 
present case. . . . . . . 

3· The most beneficial effects may be expected to result from It. 
· ' ·~ · · · · · · · I ani, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Dacca, ' } · · (signed) W. Cracroft, 
4 

. 

~otb April1828. Second Judge. 

To \V. ·cracroft, Esq. Second Judge of the Court of Circuit, Dacca. · ~~. sir-·-- -·--· · · · · ·· · · · - ... 
: l!f reply- to your letter ,of yesterdai~ date, forwardi~g copy of a letter from. the 

·r~gister of the Nizamut: Adawlut, under ~ate the !list mstant, I beg leave to trans
-~it co.py of~ proce~ding h~ld by me on th~ 15th curren~ . . . • · 
- . The reasons thet·em detailed a~ length w.lll s~ow why, m .my opmwn, the zmmo~ 

.latioh· of the :wife of 'the late Ramkishore Sem by, the nte of anoomurrun was 
cqntra:ry to law i~ _the first instance, and in !h~ second that oth~r. considerations 
>weighed with me 10 refusing to grant the perm1sszon for her becommg a suttee. . 

City of. Dacca, } 
25th Aprilt828. 

I am, &c. ·· 
(signed) D. B. lJlorrieson, 

Officiating Magistrate. 
(A true copy.) 

(signed). W. Cracroft, 
Second J udgc •. 
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Proceedings of the Foujdarry Court of ~he City of Dacca, BENG.~L. 
. April the 15th, 1828. t.._ ______ _ 

·'!'HE petition of Gouree Shunkar Sein sets forth, that his cous.in Rat~kishore 
Sein: ha~ died at N oakholly, and. that' his widow being desirous to conform with the 
rite of anoomurrun, the petitioner requests that an order may be issued to enable 
her to burn. · · 
. The darogah of the Rajah 'Batty thannah reported, that the relationsof the 
deceased, who are of the caste of Beid, are desirous of permission for the widow of 
the afore me,ntioned to become a suttee, b~t that he, the darogah, cannot find any 
order amongst those of agovernment which would render it lawful for a woman of· 
the Beid caste to burn ; and tha~( in a byvastah of the pundits of the SuddeP. De .. 
wanny, given March ~5th, 18o5, it is 'Yritten that it is lawful for the widows of the 
four castes, Brahmin, Caitreys, Vysiaso and Sudra to burn,· and hence it may be 
inferred for them only. · · · 

On these grounds, therefore, although from time immemorial the widows of the 
Bede caste may ~ave been allowed to conform to the rite of anoomurrun, and 
that the deponent·Iikewise petitions tha~ the widow of Ram.Kishore Sein may be 
permitted to conform thereto, such being contrary to the byvastah, ought not to be 
~~w~. . .. . . 

Besides, the deponent says tliat the said Ram Kishore .. Sein died at Noakholly, 
which is five days march from 1his station, and there is no actual proof before the 
court of his being dead.; in shor~, the deponent is silent upon the original cause of his 
errand; and if his death was satisfactorily proved, it still remains to be proved ,that 
his widow wishes to conform voluntarily' to the rite of anoomurrun, as th~ petitioner 
brings forward no proof on whose part he makes the petition. · .. 

In fact, if the caste of Beid had the right of becoming suttees, it would not in 
the present instance be right to grant permission. . 

On these grounds, ordered that a circular order be sent to all the thannadars, 
directing them to confine the ·perm~ssion of becoming suttee to the four castes of 
Brahmin, Kishetouya,_ Voisya and Soo~ra, and not _to permit. any· other . wom~n 
to burn. · 

(A true ·translation~) 

(signed) R. H. Mytton,. 
Head Clerk. 

To I. B. Elliott, Esq. First Judge, and 'the other Judges of ·the Gourt of 
. · . . Circuit for the Division of Dacca. · · 

GentlemeQ, 
. THE court of Nizamut Adawlut hav'e had before them a letter from ~izamut Adawlut: 

your second J'udge, dated the 30th ultimo, submitting copies of a letter and A R prese~t, • d 
· · d' ~:. h · · f h · . · · l · • oss, esq. pu1sne JU ge; Persi.an procee mg 1TOm t e actmg magistrate o t e ctty, contauung us and 

reasoqs for · prohibiting the immolation of the wife of the late Ram M: H. Tumbull, esq. officiating 
Kishore Sein. · .- Judg·e. 

2. These reasons the court observe are twofold: first, that the ·woman is of the 
· Beid caste, and that agreeably to the vyuvusthos of the pundits, and the circular 
orders of the Nizamut Adawlut, the wives of Brahmins, Khetryas, Vaysias and 
Soodras alone are permitted to become suttees; .and secondly, that he (the aoting 

·magistrate} is not sufficiently certified of the woman's willingness to perform the 
. .sacrifice. , · . · · 
· . 3· On the first point, I am desired to observe, for the information and guidance 
···of your' second judae and the acting magistrate, that the Beid {!nste (as well as :all the 

other mixed classe: of Hindoos) is obviously comprehended in the enumeration of the 
four principal tribes, of which it is one of the. subdivisions; and that consequently 
the . prohibition of the acting magistrate, founded on the circumstance of there 
I:Jeing. no ex press mention of this caste~ is eiltirel y erroneous. . . . 
: J. On the· seco11d point, th~ c?ur~ direc~ llle. to' .state,, that the actin~ ~agistrate. 

should on ~his, as 011 other stmllar o~c~stj:ms, sattsfy htmself of the wJihngn!3ss qf. ; 
the widow to. become a :iacrifice, namely, by personal examination, where that may~. 
be .conveniently practicable, and by the report of his police officers, whe,n dist~t1C~. · 
or qther circumstances may pt'eclude the re~ourse to .t~e form~r ~eth<;>d~. . . · 

1 7 8. F f · • · 5. The 
• 



BENGAL. 
~ 

Dacca· Court of 
Circuit. 

226 CO~Il\IUNICATIONS .AND CORRESPONDENCE 

. 5. ~he .court therefor~ di~ect me _to ~eit_erate to. you their former orders con-
tained JD my letter.under date the 21St ultimO.; · . · 

6 .. In co~clusion? the cour.t desi~e that you -n:ill immediately direct the recal of 
the ~rcdlar ms~ctions, ID:ent10ned .m the conc!udmg ~:aragr~ph of the acting magis .. 
trate s p:oceedmgs, as havmg been 1s::med by ~1m to hts pohce officers, prohibiting 
the sacn,fice of all women except thos~ belongmg to ~e four principal tribes. 

7· The _court conclude that a copy of the above circular order was furnished to. 
. t?e supe~intend:nt of police immediately on its promulgation, conformably to their 

circular. mstructions d~ted the t6th of August 1822. 

· Fort \Villiam, 1 
· 6th·l\fay.t828.J 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient hum~le servant, 

(signed) W. H. Jfacnaghten, 
' Registrar. 

To ·-\V. H. :Macnaghten, Esq. Registrar to the Nizamut Adawlut, 
Fort '\Villiam. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to enclose, for the consideration of the Nizamut Adawlut. 

a copy of a letter from the magistrate of Dacca, under date tbe 14th ~lay last
1 

iii 
reply to a. letter from-the court of circuit, communicating the first five paraQTaphs. 
of your letter of the 6th !\lay· to him. The court will perceive that the

0 
delay. 

obtained by the magistrate's prohibition of the mixed castes from burnina their 
widows alive has had· the most beneficial effect; and I have been unable to

0 
ascer. 

tain that it has been productive of any disc~ntent or of alarm. 
· ~· I have delayed to e:xecut~ the order contained in the 6th paragraph 'till further 
reference; on the following. grounds : ·· . _ · 

First; That great evils would in all probability arise from. it, which no future 
measures could·ptJssibly repair; while from a delay no harm c;ould accrue, but on 
the co!ltra.ry, as in the presen~ instance, ~e saving of a life, a posi~ive good, might 
be denved from the delay, while the magistrate's order can at any time be recalled, 
if It be thought expedient, after mature deliberation by the court at large. . · : 

· Secondly; Because the two judge's who communicated the order have settled 
the point of law on a most momentous question without the concurrence of the 
court at large, ·and, I humbly conceive, under too extended construction of the 
bewashtas received from the pundits, and published as rules in cases of suttee. 
I trust that the propriety of the reference on these· grounds will be admitted. 
I beg leave to req~ind th~ court that " too much circumspection cannot be 
observed in matters of this nature." (Vide President's letter, 4th October 1814.) 

3· 'fhe order issued by the magistrate ·of Dacca, directing the police darogah to · 
prevent the burning alive of all the widows except those of the four pure castes, 
is at the present moment recognized by the inhabitants of the district as paramount; 
and if permitted "to stand, will reduce the number of suttees by at least nine tenths; 
while the recal of it will excite notice, act as an encouragement, and become 
a stimulus to more numerous sacrifices than,l{'ould have occurred had it never been 
i~sued. . It is the opinion of wise~ heads than mine, that on this question yielding 
~ point must do incalculable mischief; that it is a subject on which we must not 
dare retrace out steps, nulla ttesti~ia retrorsum. The remnants of pure castes are 
so few, that if a prohibition of the performance of suicide to all other castes can be 
maintained, an enormous stride will be made towards the total abolition of the 
practice; and ori these grounds, independently of the interpretation of the be .. 
washta, I request the court will permit the order to stand for the present, or at least • 
that gover,ni:nent may be· consulted before it be recalled. _ 

4· I beg leave to recal the attention of the court to the opinion of the late 
:Mr. Dorin (seep. 280, vol. 2, Nizamut Adawlut's report): "we are not, I think, 
to he taking new bewashtehs now on the points then considered ·as the Jaw, after 
due inquiry." l\fr. ,V. B. 1\Iartin seems. to- have_ concurred, and states a'> follows 
(seep. 281): "under what circumstances a suttee shall or shall not be considered 
as illegal is a·question for the solution of which recourse must be had to the autho .. 
ritles on Hindoo law; the law officers of the Nizamut Adawlut have accordingly 
described the nature of those circumstances, and haye distinguished the predicaments 
o;vhich constitutes a legal suttee from those which deprive it of that character,_ and 
.r~nder it unwarranted rby ,the written law. The Nizamut Adawlut have circulated 

. ~ 
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the· opinions so ~elivered by the law officers, for the guidance of the local autho· IlEN(JAL. 
tities, and I thmk that we are bound to adhere to them in. all cases of this nature '--....,..........,.. _ __, 
which may be referred to us for adjudication.')· In p. 2761 Mr. C. Smith alsosays 
that "this bewashta was circulated as a guide throughout the country,• on the 
4t~January 1815." I t.herefore hope ~hat no new .bewashta, which might enlarge 
the number of suttees, will now be received or admttted; and that for the·sake of 
humanity; the most limited construction they can bear will be put on those we 
already possess; for the- reports quoted furnish abundant proof that every suc-
ceeding bewashta of the pundits of the Nizamut Adawlut has had a: tendency to 
extend the practice and remove the imp.ediments originally stated to be legal. 

5. I no~. reques~ the considet:ation by t~e court at large. of the original be
washta, which permits the four C-iistes, Brahmm, Khetry, Byce antl Soodra, to burn 
their widows alive; and that they will determine whether it should be interpreted as 
allowing any person, not being· one of• those cast~s, to be burned in that manner. 
1\fr. Ross and Mr. Turnbull ~re of opinion that the " mixed tribes of Hindoos 
are qbviously compreqended in the enumeration ofthe four. pure tribes.'' , In oppo· 

· sition to which, I beg leave resp~ctively to observe the great distinction !hat exists 
in other easel) between the former and all the. subdivisions of the. latter, from which, 
in my opinion,: they essentially differ.: . · . . ·. . .. , .·. · ... 
·: 1st. No person, descended from a. mixture of the caste's can be ad_mitted into the 
pure castes, or into. any of th.eir subdivisions, either by adoption or otherwise. 
I submit that this amounts to exclusion from the four castes.· · 
· 2dly~ No person of a pure caste: can eat food ·prepared by a person of mixed 
caste · · · · · · . · · · .. ' · · .. · · · · · · .. 

sdiy. No person of a pure caste will intermarty with··a person of a mixed caste 
voluntarily;· or excepting under circumstances of extreme necessity or distress; 
and even then becomes excluded from his own caste, i.e. an out-caste. 
1 4thly~- There are many religious rites from which the mixed castes are altogether 
excluded, and which the four. pure castes, antl·their.subdivisions, are capable of 
performing; so little, therefore, does the enumeration seem, in.my opinion, to com ... 
prebend them·, -that, as far as I am ·capable of understandiug the ·use of language, 
it not very- indirectly excludes them. · · ' • 
. . .. . . 
. 6. These disabilities must have escaped the recollection of the judges ·above 
mentioned, when they ruled that " the Beid caste, as well as.· all .the othe·r mixed 
classes of Hindo.os, . are obviously comprehended in an enumeration of the four 
principal tribes/' I would ask those gentlemen (if they are of the same opinion) 
to specify in which . of the four pure tribes ·they are comprehended. It must, 
I imagine, be admitted that an eimmeration of the' .pure castes can but inc~ude all 
their own divisions, and subdivisions; and unless the mixed caste can .be shown .to 
be some part or subdivision of a pure tribe, they cannot be considered as included 
in the enumeration of them, .i. e. to be Brahmins, Khettrys, Byses or Scodras. · 
· 7· '\Vhen the interpretation pf a law admitting certain individuals to special-pri
vileges becomes a question, I believe 'it is usual to take the' li~ernl meaning of the 
text in its most limite'd sense; but in the' present r.ase, where the wilful destruction 
·of human life is the object of t}Je privilege, there can be no·doubt of the. propriety 
·of doing so, instead of taking it in the :most· e:l{tended acceptation. The castes 
enumerated (see. No. 4 of the bewashta, and paragraph 6 of Nizamut Adaw1ut's, 
letter to government) :ire distinCtly specified, "Drahmin, Khettry, Byse and Soodur,'! 
arid I see no ·ground on which a person, not being of one of these castes, can be 
permitted to be burned,· .without incurring the. guilt of unnecessarily authorizing 
suicide. . 

8. It cannot be denied that it .has been ·a practice tfor the mixed tribes to burn 
their widows alive; but I cannot admit this practice to be a reason for i~ own con
tinuance t such ·a:n argu_ment would have been equally cogent f~r the contim~ance 
of the sacrifices at Sagore Island and at Allahabad, now happtly put an. end. to: 
1noreover, though the Nizamut Adawlut,'in Surnam Tewaty's case (or some otl}er) 
appear to have received a bewashta recognizing " ?sage as paramount to. Ia~,', 
neither Mr. J. Shakespear, nor any other of the JUdges, except Mr. C. Smith, 

·seems to have recognized the validity of it; shall then usage against th.e cause 
of humanity, and in the case of suttee alone, be permitted to have so much 
influence ? · · · • 

9. llook.·upon the practice of burning women of the inixcd caste alive to hav.e 
been nearly, if not entirely, put·down iri the city aril!.zil\ahtOf Dacca; and· it ..is to 
• 178. F f 2 , be 

I 



• 

228 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

BENGA~·- be hoped that on further consideration the Nizamut Adawlut ,vm not pass any · 
~ order directly tending to re-establish it. , · . · . :: 

Court· of Circuit,} 
Dacca; . 

14th Ju~y 1828. 

I have? &c . 
(signed). ~V. Cracroft, · 't · 

. · Second Judge. 

· (Copy.) 

ToW. Cracr~ft, Esq. Second Judge of the'Comt of Circuit; 
Si~ c 

__ I _HAvE the honour to acknqwledge the receipt of yours .of the 1oth instant. 
2. It was my intention sooner to have furnished you with a copy of the accom· 

panying report received from the darogah of thannah Rajabarry; but the order . 
, passe~ thereon not h~ving yet been complied with, and now deeming it unnecessary 

·. · further to delay replymg to. your letter, I have merely to add tliat, should copy of 
the deposition therein requireq be thought .necessary to complete the business, 
I . shall have:) much pleasure· in transmitting you one on its receipt from the· 
thannah. ; .. , '· . . , . . 

3: '],\{eanwhile I cannot avoid expressing the satisfaction I have experienced on 
le.a..rning of the change of sentiment in the wi'dow of the late Ramkishwur, and her 
conseque.nt abandonmen.t of the resolution to burn herself on the funeral pile. 

4· It affords another Instance of what has already repeatedly occurred. within 
my pex:sm:;lal observat.ioQ; viz. the efficacy of a little well-timed delay in cases of 
intended suttee. Time onJy is required; and then the love of life, so instiuct in the 
whole human race, will assert its supremacy over the exhortations of interested · 
relatives, the poignancy of matrimonial grief~ and. the fear of future shame and 
hardship .atte~dant on the widowed state in Bengal. 
, . 5· In ·common c~ses, where burning . wit~ th~ body pr~cludes the possib~lity of 
any great delay, an mterval of three days mtght, m many mstances, be suffictent to 
allow time for reflection; and -if' an alteration of sentiment be not effected, the 
sincerity of the feeling . which prompted the . act might, in the. opinion of many, 
be sufficieQtliestablished. . · · . 

· · . 6. If I may be allo~ed to hazard an opinion on this subject, I have no hesitation 
in asserting, that. we~~ magistrates inv_este~ with the requisite authority f~·om govern
ment, the .total aboht10n ofsuttee_s would. not only be unattended with any breach 
of the peace, but would meet with the wishes, not only of the more enlightened and 
high orders, . but of the majority of the 'native community" in this part of the 
country. 

. I 

-Fou. gda'rry Adawlut,} · 
· ·City of Dacca, 
- 14th May 1828. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) • D. B. Morrieson, 

. Officiating Magistrate. 

(A true copy.)_ . 

(signed) 

MrNuTE of the Chief Judge . 

T¥. Cracrojt, 
Second Judge. 

. : . ·IT ·is quite novel to 'me, .whether as a man. or. a public ~fficer, to find myself. 
implicated in a charge of h~ving incurred the guilt of " unnecessarily authorize4 
suicide :" the charge is false in fact, false in· principle, and indecent and insulting· 
in its expression. · ·· ·· . .. . . . . i 

It. is false in fact, as we never authorize a person to Le burned; all we do is 
to. ·r~strain the ·hand of presumption. interposing itself in an arbitrary and illegal 
w:aY.. It is false i~ principle, ~~· ~h~ restraints put by this co~.rt up?n. the il!eg~l . 
interference of magistrates and ctrcmt JUdges have been very stnctly _hmtted w1thm . 
the rules established for the guidance of us all; and to which 1\~r. Cracraft. and. 
Mr.' Morrieson, under ~he solemnity of their oaths, owed obedience. . ' 
. • " · I wJII 
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.. -I will not pretend to say whether'l\Ir. Cracraft is serious and conscientious in his BENGAL. 
arguments; if he is, he has been acting on the contrary, doctrine for. the last 15 years· '----.---' 
and the light which was eclipsed from the eyes of the government and of the Sudde; 
Dewanny Adawlut (at the time the rules passed in 1813), and from tho·se of all 
the world, since, is of a sudden elicited, not by Mr. Cracraft or 1\Ir. 1\forriesori but 
by a police darogah, whose name, I lament to say, is not to be found on the redord · 
but who, if his discovery be solid, will be entitled to all the honours due to so great 
a benefactor of the human race. It is t.his darogah who observes that the bewasta 
of the pundits contains no sanction' for .the burning of a woman of the Beid 
caste. ' 

I fear, however, that tlJe doctrine is wholly erroneous, and that the cremation of 
a Beid woman stands on the same,footing in the Hindoo law as that of a Brahjl)in. 
'V e are told that on this occa~ion a life has been saved ; as a man I rejoice, but as 
a judge of this court I cannot rejoice in any result obtained by a contempt of the 
rules and orders established by the government; the due execution of which, and 
their enforcement, are entrusted to us on our oaths. . · · 

I annex to this minute a report of a suttee at Cuttack; which has lately appeared 
in the public papers. . 

It ·is there stated, that it was hoped that the court (the Sudder Dewanny 
.A-dawlut) " by neglecting the affair, .would second the humane attempt of the 
magistrate to save the poor creature doo~ed to death, but we hoped in vain.', 

. \Vhat possible right had the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or how, consistently 
with the oaths of the judges and their duty to government, could they neglect an 
appeal of the kind ; and by the report, if·a suttee ever was voluntary, this sacrifice 
bore that character. . . · 

We are then told, that the magistrate acted like a Christian and a philanthropist ; 
and bad his decisions not been counteracted by a higher power (the Sudder 
Dpwanny Adawlut), he would have saved the life of this deluded victim, and many 
more; concluding that "an attempt so merciful shall not Jose its ·reward." 
. I beg to say, that I have no objection whatever to the withholding of the assent, 

if it is . to be so called, of this court to any proposed suttee; that I shall feel nQ 
reluctance.whatever_to direct the magistrates to put down all suttees, and to aboli:ID 
the. rite. . But as long as the orders of government oblige 'me to adopt a different 
line, I appeal to the protection of government against the stigma cast on the court 
by Mr. Cracroft and the vublic papers, a protection the more necessary, as 
these. reports. will spread like the flames of a suttee, and be rend in places where 
we should none of us like to appear as' having "unnecessarily authorized suicide ; ''as 
having counteracted the efforts of "a Christian and philanthropist," whose " attempt, 
so merciful, shall not lose its reward." 

On. the suttee report, which will shortly be laid before govemment, I have 
suggested that the pundits be. again consulted as to the Hindoo law on the rite of 
suttee; the result of which I believe would be, that though the Hindoo law 
countenances. suttees, it does not enjoin them, but on the contrary, that it holds 
that i~ is far· better that a widow should continue in this world living in it a chaste 
and virtuous life; and if this be the law, the government I presume will have no 
hesitation in putting down a practice so revolting to the best feelings of humanity. · 

(signed) 1Y. Leycester. 

SuTTEE AT C:UTTACK. 

Cuttack, April 15, 1828. 
A FEW days ago I witnessed . a suttee. The deceased man was a Eengal~ee, 

named Ram Kooman; he died worth s,ooors., ready money, and left a beautiful 
young widow, ~bout 19 .years. of age ... Two o~ the ~an's brother~ felt the unre- , 
strained possesston of this cash an obJect sufficiently Important to mduce them to 
attempt the removal of the young creature, their only ()bstacle; nor had they much 
difficulty in succeeding; for under the influence of grief for her irre.parable loss, 
and aided by the superstitious hopes and fears excite(~ by the Brahmm.s, s~e soon 
declared she would become a suttee with her husbands corpse. ApplicatiOn was 
mane to the magistrate; who upon inquiry discovered that the widow was deeply 
intoxicated, refused his, p~rm.ission and directed the body t

1
o be burned, and hopmg, 

to prevent the immolatiOn. .. 
•iS. Ff3 The 
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n·ENGAL. · The ret~tiyes however were not thus to be foiled in their attempt, a~d appealed to 
---....-----..' tl~e comm1ss~oner, who handed the appeal to the Sudder Dewanny in Calcutta. 

Ftfteeu or sixteen days elaped before any decision was received; durina which 
.._ time aU the interest tqat had been excited in the public mind bad quite s~bsided.· 

1Ve hoped th_at the court, by neglecting the affair, would ·second the humane 
attempt of the magistrate to save the poor creature doomed to death, but we hoped 
in vain; for at the expiration of the above-mentioned period, an official document 
was received, directing that the sacrifice should take place. It is not easy to conceive 
the joy which the blood-thirsty Brahminical relatives manifested at this triumph 

. or th.e praises which they ascribed to the higher authorities as the " nourishers of 
their religion, the· friends of the gods," things truly distressing to bear ipoken of 
Christians. Having received these orders, the( time and place were soon fixed 
upon. About hal~ past four o'clock I repaired to the place, the bed of the Cutguna 
river, where I found the poor woman surrounded by her inhuman murderers, and 
supported· by her old nurse. At her feet stood three or .four pais of water, also 
a small copper vessel, containing water and a red flower; and she was surrounded 
by an immense crowd of spectators. I placed · myself as near hel\as I could, not 
to come in contact with the vessels or her clothes, n·ative fashion, and began to 
dissuade her f~om her purpose. Her attendants were highly indignant at me; and 
on a· hint being given her, she turned away her head and refused to hear. The 
arrival of the judge was the , signal- for preparation. , He-asked her if it were her 
desire to burn ; she said, " yes ; " " then," said he, " I cannot hinder· any 

·longer," and '' hurrie-bole" rent the air. The officiating Brahmin now began to 
read his formulas, placing her legs out at full length ; . this was soon over, and they 

. led the victim to the pile. Here they collected round her, some whisperincr, some 
encouraging, and others: impregnating cloths, hair, &c.· with rosin and o1l ;·and 
some again were busy impregnating a quantity of flax with rosin and such things~ 
She was now led several times round her pile of death, the Brahmin pronouncing 
blessings. before her, and by h~r appearance she evidently thought herself blessed. 
Having completed her perambulations, all her attendants were ordered to leave 
her, when_ she deliberately turned herilelf towards the ·pile, and walking in, laid 
herself down and waited the devouring flames. The relatives asked permission to 

· tht:ow some w-ood on the women, but the judge refused. . The next near relative 
now-stepped to the pile's mouth, and having read an incantation to relieve his soul 
from sin,_ he lighted a 'lisp of straw, and walked once round the pile with it, and 
then buried it all flaming under the flax and straw at the head of the pile inside, 
jnst before the victim's face, and in a moment the whole was enveloped in flames. 
We now looked for an attempt to escape; but no, while the fire devoured .her 
beautiful head of hair, she shook her head and again laid it down; -soon I saw her 

. raise her legs in the agonie.s 6f death, then lower them and all was·over. Inhaling 
the smoke into her lungs, she was-.suffocated very soon. 

·. The. scene now impoverishes all description ; the hon-id joys of r~lativ~s, the 
fire, the tormented victim, the shouts and music of. the multitudes, all conspired to 
impress my mind with the idea that certainly this· was h~ll. I made my way out 

, of the crowd and ran home. Our. good magistrate has acted like a Christian and 
-a philarithropiSt, the highest style of man, throughout the whole business ; and had 
his decisions not lieen counteracted by a higher power, he would not only have peace-
ably saved the life of this poor deluded victim, but by doing that would have saved the 
lives of many more; for after such a repulse, few would have attempted to per
petrate such a deed again. Now it. is to be I eared tb~ contrary will !>e the lament
able result; yet an attempt so merciful shall not lose Its re~ard: 

Friend of India, for 

(Hurk.). 

MINUTE' 
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:MINUTE of the Second Judge. 

THE circumstances which have given occasion to this letter are the 
followincr :- · · Letter from Mr. Cracrpn 

l:J . second judge of the court of 
In A prillast a petition was presented to this court by the relatives of circuit for the division ofDacca, 

a person named Ramkishore Seip, who had recently died, complainincr dated the 14th July. 

that the acting magistrate of the city of Dacca· (l\Ir. D. R. 1\lorriespnthad issued 
orders to prevent the widow of Ramkishore becoming a suttee ; and that the judges 
of the court of circuit for the division of Dacca, to whom an appeal had been 
made against the illegal interference of 1\fr. 1\lorrieson, bad refused to grant 
redress. ., · 

a . 
On this petition, an order was passed by 1\Ir. Turnbull and myself, See·our registrar's letter to the 

directing the Dacca court of circuit to issue the necessary instructions Dacca co~rt o~ circuit, dated 
for the removal of all impediments to· the fulfilment of the widow's the 21st of April.· . . 
desire, in the event of there being no legal objection thereto. 

To this order 1\Ir. Cracraft, the second judge of the Dacca court of circuit, replied 
that :Mr. 1\lorrieson had prevented the sacrifice, b~cause h~ deemed the woman, 
who was of the Beid caste, not qualified to burn, according to the bewashta of the 
pundits of the Nizamut Ailawlut, which declared that only women of the four 
~astes, Brahmin, Khettry, Bues and Sudur, can ascend the funeral pile, and in that 
·~pinion 1\lr. Cracraft expressed his concurrence. · · · 

In reply to this c~mmunication the Dacca ~ourt was ~n.formed, by See our registrar's letter to the 
order of 1\Ir. Turnbull and myself, that the four tnbes, Brahmm, Khettry, Dacca court, dated 6th May. 
Bues and Sudur, into\\·hich the Hindoo population~s divided, compre-
h~nd all castes; and consequently that the refusal to allow the widow of Ram
k.isbore to become a suttee on account of her caste was illegal; and the court ·was 
therefore de&ired · to di-rect the acting magistrate of Dacca to permit the sacrifice, 
provided no objection existed to it but that_ of· the woman's caste. The court was 
fuither desired to direct l\Ir. 1\Iorrieson to recal an order which it appeared be had_ 
taken upon himself to issue to all the police officers· under his authority, grounded 
on his erroneous interpretation of the bewashtas of the pundits.· · · " 
. In reply to these last instructions, 1\Ir. Cracraft has written the letter now under 
our consideration. It conveys a report' from 1\Ir .. ~lorrieson that the widow 
of Ramkishore had abandoned the resolution of burning, and a request from. 
1\Ir. Cracraft that this court will permit the order issued by 1\Ir.l\Iorfieson to his 
police officers to stand for the present, or at least that government may be consulted 
before it be recalled. - · 
. For making this request, 1\Ir •. Cracraft urges that the order referrea to is calcu- _ 
lated to prevent many sacrifices, and that it bas been quietly submitted to without 
producing any dissatisfaction among the people. These undoubte~ly are good 
reasons deserving of consideration. But in mentioning also th,!lt the order in 
question is consonant with a true .interpretation of the bewastas of the pundits, 
and the circular orders sanctione~ by g?vernment i~ regard to suttee, :.1\Ir. Cracraft 
~ppears. to me to have allowed h1s destre to stand forward as an opposer of the 
rite to carry him further than his judgment, had he consulted it, ":auld have 
permitted him to do. 
: I believe ev~~y member of this .court bas done what he could to induce the 
government to prohibit altogether the superstitious and cruel rite in. question; and 
I am sure th<!e is not one of us who would not be glad to adopt 1\Ir. Cracraft's 
interpretation of the rules prescribed in regard to it, if they ~auld be so interpreted. 

· But it is clear they admit of no interpretation but that which has been invariably 
acted upon by this court, as communicated to the Dacca court in our•registrar's 
letter of the 6th of 1\lay last; and we are bound to adhere to that interpretation 
of them so long as they shall remain unrepealed. 
· The painful duty of enforcing an adherence to these rules is almost ahvays 
imposed upon the judges of this court, when the local functionaries disobey them. 

·This they frequently do; their reluctance to allow an act abhorrent to them being 
too strong to be overcome by the consideration ~hat in nine cases out of ten they 
only aggravate the suffering of the victim whom they wish to save, and by shifting 
from themselves to the superior authorities th~. obligation of consen~ing tq ·he! 
immolation, help to confirm the practice. ~ · · · · 
:·178. Ff4 On-
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BENGAL. . On the presE-nt occasion Mr. Cracraft has done more than impose this painful 
' v- . 1 duty upon us ; he has endeavoured to make it appear that he was right in evading 

!t, and th~t we ~ere wrong, and unnecessarily. authorized a suicide in not eva~ing 
Jt, Of

1

thts I thmk we have reason to complam. 
In regard to the order of the acting magistrate- to his police officers, I consider 

it to ·have been objectionable chiefly on account of its tendency to confirm the notion 
among the people that th~ practice of suttee is not disapproved by the gpvernment.· 
f WOUld,, ho·wever, leave·It to the government to. decide whether the order· should 
be recalled or not ; and, in submitting the. question, I think the court should take 
the opportunity of reiterating their opinion th~t the practice should be prohibited 
'to all castes and under all circumstances. · . . 

The custom of burning a woman alive with the. body(; of her deceased husband 
is as barbarous and cruel a superstition as thatt. of sacrifiCing a human victim to 
a sh~rk or to an ipol; and it is equally incumbent upon an enlightened government 
to, 3:b~lish the one as the other. The only question therefore trhich admits of con.o 
sideration is, how the custom can be most speedily suppressf;!d, whether by means 
operatin'g gradually, or by an immediate and positive prohibition. By gradual 
means it may never, and certainly will not speedily, be suppressed; and conse- . 
quently those means can only be. preferred to an immediate prohibition, on the 
supposition that .the.latter .would be attended with the risk of rousing the Hindoo 
population to a resistance which might. deprive us of the power of employing any 
means whatever. If, however, there' are nQ good reasons for supposing that an 
immediate prohibition would produce such a result, it is clearly the measure which 
should. be adopted. . 
··.It is the opinion ~f most of the public functionaries, and I believe of all p~rsons 
who from :a. long residence among the people are competent to form a judgment on 
the subject, that ~ pr.ohibitory enactment could be enforced with perfect safety; 
and many considerations combine to give confidence in the justness of that opinion. 
To tny. m~nd ,it is fully confirmed by the undeniable facts that the suttee is not 
a rite enjoined by the Hindoo religion ; that the na1;ural repugnance to it is so great 
that not one in a thousand·of those who are qualified to perform it do perform it; 
that it seldom occurs in the provinces beyond Bengal; and that in ~engal, where 
too performance of it is most frequent, and where consequently its prohibition 
would be most likely t.o create dissatisfaction, the apathy and timidity of the people 
'is so great, that' even supposing them not generally averse to them, the risk of 
danger from their resistai1ce seems altogether imaginary. · . 

I need not enter into, a detail of the many other considerations which warrant 
·the anticipation, not only of a quiet but of a thanHul submission on the nart of the 
people to a positive interdiction of the rite. It is sufficient to add, that ample 
proof of such being the general disposition is afforded by the many instances that 
have. occurred, in, every district of the country, of the rite being prevented by 

·the interposition of. official authority, and by the fact now communicated . by 
Mr.· Cracraft, that the order issued by the· magistrate of Dacca, amounting to an 
almost total prohibition of it, has excited no alarm or dissatisfaction whatever. . .. 

Should it, .. however, be still deemed unadvisable to enact ~ prohil]itory law,, 
I would suggest, as the next ~st measure, the repeal .of the rules ·now in force 
sanctioning the custom, and the substitution of a circular order instructing the 
magistrates, that for the prevention of illegal suttee, and the apprehension of persons 
concerned in the commission of that ofitmce, they are in future to exercise the 
·general powers vested, in them ·in like manner as they are required to exercise 
those pawers fm·. the prevention· of other crimes and the punishment of other 
offenders ; and directing that in every instance of a suttee taking pla~e, the magis
~rate in whose jurisdiction it may· occur shall institu~e an inquiry into th~ cir~u~~ 
stances of the case, and apprehend and commit for tnal before the court of c1rcmt 
all persons who may have been concerned in it, if the .result of the inquiry shall 

· afford ground for believing that the rite '''as in any respec;t illegally performed. · 
· An order to the above purport could not be objected to as prohibiting the rite 

when sanctioned. uy the· Shaster. At the same time such order would obviate the 
bad effects resulting from the notion generally entertain~d of the right being .c~t~n
teuanced and approved by the government; and by throwmg the whole respons1hthty 
for the death of every victim upon the persons assisting in sacrificing her, ·it would 
be .much more effectual for saving lives than the rule~ which it would s~persede. 
Jt w·~uld moreovet· relieve the magistrates from the obligation of giving a formal 

. sapction to a sacrifice under any circumsta~ces, .and it would also saye the mfmbersf~ 
r . 0 • 
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of the courts ofcircuit, arid of .this court, from being subjected to the imputations B.ENGAL. 
which on the· present occasion have been cast upon Mr. Turnbull .and myself by ~ 
'Mr •. Cracraft. 

·21st August 1828. (~igned) A. Ross. 

MIN~JTE of the Third Judge. 

'V E are called upon by 1\fr. Cracraft to state whether or not we concur Mr. Cracroft's Iotter, dated 
in the construction given by our second. and officiating judges to the the 14th July 1828. · · 

bewashtas of the pundit~ regarding the caste of ~Hindoos who were entitled to 
become suttees. 'Vhilst we can b:tve no hesitation in replying in the affirmative 
we mas express our surprise that a construction that has always been given by thi~ 
court to those bewashtas, and which has hitherto never been questioned, should at 
this time of day raise doubts in the mind of any judicial officer. It would be unjust 
to Mr. Cracraft to suppose that he forced these doubts upon himself with the 
humane view of checking these sacrifices of human life, though it is difficuit to 
account for 1\Ir. Cracraft's doubts in any other way on a subject so plain and 
palpable. 
. We all know that until government took this subject into ·its cousideration, 
suttees were of rare occurrence, and that it was the legalizing the sacrifice that 
made suttees so numerous, and it is evident that every interference on the part of 
government tending to support it ~ill increase this great ev~!· This interfe:ence 
1\fr. Crat:roft demands by compelhng the governm~nt, to decide on the Iegahty or 
illegality of the prohibition issued by the acting magistrate o.f the city of Dacca. 
'fhe recal of that prohibition by order of government, instead of by this court,· will 
strengthen the impression alrea~y too prevalent that the government encouraO'ed 
the performance of this cruel rite, and consequently increase a hundred fold the 
evil 1\b. Cracraft is so desirous of mitigating. . 

We can have but one feeling on the subject of suttees, that of abhorrence, and 
we shall all-rejoice to see the rite abolished. The government has' lately told ·us 
that at present it is not prepared td proceed to that extreme measure. We mu·st 
therefore wait its time, and all that we can do is to hope that it is not far· distant. 

, · 11th September 1 S28. (signed) C. T. Sealy. 

MINUTE of the Fifth Judge . 

. THE prohibitory ~rder circulated by the. acting magistrat~ of Dacca, . Letter ft·om the second judge 
. and supported and defended by the second Jndge of the provmcial court, of the. Dacca court of circuit, 

is in itself conclu~ive evidence that neither of those gentlemen understood dated July lfth, 1828. 

either ~he subject of their interference or their own duty, and the con- · · 
· sequence of the a~t might have ~een a st~te of things placing the government in 
a dilemma of considerable vexatiOn and difficulty. . . . 

A reference to any book on Hindoo law or religion would have informed those 
gentlemen that their order, except as calculated to induce confusion and mischief, 

. was not intelligible, and c~ntempt or worse, where it might be so; was a nullity in 
itself.; and that under it, as the sole rule of guidance, they could not have prohi
bited the widows of the lowest Hindoo .meniil:l of their household from the sacrifice 

. they conceive 0 to restrain. · · 
So fur it may appeal' of no moment, and its being allowed to remain unnoticed as 

· leading to neit~er good .n.or ev~l; but Mr. ~ra~roft .says, ".it is at ~he pr~sent 
moment recogm1.ed by. the mhab1tants of the distriCt as paramount, and If permitted 
to stand will reduce the .number of suttees by at least nine tenths, while the recal 
·or it will excite notice, act as an encouragemeQt, and become. a stimulus to more 
·numerous sacrifices than would have occurred had it never been issued." The 
conclusion of this sentence expresses what is indubitably true; ·the paramount 
influence and its. effect we have still to learn. . . 

By the ignorant,· that is, by the people generally, the order will be regarded as . 
a prohibition ; by the rest of the community as, in intention; the &arne;· but the· 
latter will know that the " four tribes" enumerated in it comprehend those of every 
caste and degree around' thern,. and, t.mdeceiving those. imposed upon, they will. very ~ . 
soqn divest it of every tping but its absurdity, , , ' . . · 
· 178. G g , Of 
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, , BENGAL: , . Of t~e feeling which has att~nded t.he promulgation of this _order, all we know 
- 1s negative; none has been evmced, It seems, but the magistrate could not have 

known t9 what effect the most casual circumstance of excitement mi()'ht have called 
any that did exi~t i'nto action, while the government, unaware ol' the fact, and 
unprepared for ItS COnsequences, might have been COmpelled to a COntinued 
endurance o~ what at the very moment ~hey were contemplating the abolition of, 
by means suited to the end and equal to Its pre-determined accomplishment. 

·It is a cruel part which devolves upon this. court on occasions like the present. 
The will of the supreme government, and the rules of guidance promulcrated are 
or should be as intelligible to one judicial functionary as another; but (a~d I' can 
make every allowance for the impulse) the veriest trifle serves as a ground of 
refe~ence, and "the· Nizamut Adawlut" are n~t merely called upon to enforce 
what collectively and individually· they abhor and deprecate, but in return for the 
conscientious performance of an odious duty, are held forth to the world as_ 
" incurring the guilt of unnecessarily authorizing suicide." 
· Before recording any opinion on this occasion, I shall briefly advert to two facts 
with wpich, at the period of their occurrence, I stood officially connected, which 
bear directly upon the. present. occasion, and (as I conceive) not only tend to 
warrant, but strongly to support the conclusions which my colleagues and myself 
have drawn from our long and .varied experience. . . · 

Antecedent. to the enactment of Regulation XVII. of 1817, Brahmins in the 
provinces of Benares, . ·under whatever conviction, were exempted from capital 
punishment. Two brahmin zemindars, Rumnum and Kullender, borrowed a sum of 
money from one Sheo Ghohiam. A friend named Kashinauth was security for the 
repayment at a specified period ; . and beside this, a field of twenty-eight begahs of 
·land was added on a mortgage bond. The money was not forthcoming at the 
time agree~ upon, . and with the performance of the rest of the stipulation, the · 
transfer. of this field was ~nsisted upon. Some time after this the season of culti. 
vation arrived; Rummun and Kullender armed themselves with their swords, and 
proceeding tq the field, commenced ploughing it. They were opposed by the other 
party, with whom Kashinath joined in remonstrating against the act, and their 
}1dssions were speedily worked up to a pitch truly worthy of a demon ; killing 
Kashinath and wounding one of his companions, they retired, but presently returned 
accqmpanied by their families, each consisting of a wife and daughter; the wife· of 
Kullunder pregnant. Leading them into the field, they' deliberately butchered 
them one by one, and cursing their adversaries in all their· generations, departed. 
Kullunder fled into Oudh and escaped; Rumnum was subsequently apprehended, 
tried and convicted ; but further as to. any adequate penalty he was beyond the 
pale of the law. The result of the trial, however, and the representation which 
I deemed it my duty (as magistrate) to· make on the occasion, supported by that 
of the circuit judge, led, after a great deal of hesitation and apprehension, to the 
enactment now in force. Since 1817 Brahmins have been subject to the same 
peria:lty for murder as other murderers, and from the first execution to the pr.esent 
hou.r nothing has ever occurred that could have induced a surmise of the Jaw having 
been other than it now is from the days of Menu. · · 

In the second :volume of,·, Report of Cases determined in the Nizamut Adawlut," 
" page 91, is a detailed account of a suttee which took place at Goruckpore,. in the 

• See case No. 1, year 1821 *. The circuit judge, in his letter referring to the trial, writes thus:
;Buraica &·others, " I verily believe I but echo the wishes and expectations of nineteen twentieths of . 
1821

• even the Hindoos of this community, when I ~rge dea~h as th~ req~ital of this 
atrocity." I was myself the judge who wrote ~his; and It was wnton 11nmed1ately 
on the conclusion of the trial in the public cutcherry, then crowded with Hindoos 
of all castes and conditions. I have a perfect recollection of the trial exciting 
a more· ~han ordinary degree of attention, and attracting an unusual assemblage of 
auditors; and 1 also recollect that the impression with me was, that not merely 
the diabolical facts of the particular case were considered to ·Constitute a murd~r of 
the most atrocious description, but that the rite altogether was· not one of e1ther 
general reverence or approval. . 

The opinions which I entertained and expres~ed o~ both thes~ occasiOns are the 
same,· confirmed by years and observation, which dictate the little I have to add 
upou the question now before me. · . . 

I would not 'noto recal the onlers of the Dacca magistrate, nor take other notice 
of it than with reference to it to prohibit any further circulars whatever on ~he 
subject by him or t1fe provir.cial court. I would have a regulatioo prepared w~th 

• < • a studied 
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a studied perspicuity, explaining in simple but forcible language, the. religiou~, the BENGAL. 
moral and the legal ground~ upon which this rite, abhorrent to God and man could -----~ 
no longer be tolerated; and by this enactment I would abolish the sacri,fice at 
once .and for ever. . · · 

I would not recommend for execution by others what I should shrink frorv,or 
evade myself. If danger be apprehended, and as an executive officer my personal 
services can aid this consummation so devoutly to be wished, I am as ready to 
support as I am to urge the measure; but I maintain that nothing is necessary to 
the accomplishment hut tile expressed fiat if' the ruling power. 

Arguments are exhausted, and I have none to offer that may not be founo on 
.record. To these I have to add the experience of eight and twenty years official 
residence in the central• and we.§tem provinces and upon a satisfied conviction so 
grounded I speak, assured of the feasibility of what I advocate. · • 

(signed) R. H. Rattra!l· 

P. S.-Since the foTegoing ·was written I have seen the minute of our second 
judge, l\lr. Ross: I entirely concur with him, that "should it be deemed unadvisable 
to enact a prohibitory law, the ne.rt best measure would be a. repeal of the rules now 
in force, and an inquiry by the magistrate into the facts of every case of suttee that 
should occur, &c. Something might be done too perhaps with respect to property 
left by a suttee, or obtained in consequence of the inimolation, so as to balk those 

. who ·are always the instigators to the sacrifice with a view to the inheritance. 
'Vhere there were children, they might be placed under the court of wanh:, the 
real" estate being held in management by the collector, the personal realized 
and. deposited in the government treasury at a certain interest till the children 

.came of age; where there were no children, some other mode of proceeding might 
be adopted, but I am not at this moment prepared to suggest any thing ueyon~ 
such consideration as the proposition generally may seem to invite. 

August 26th.1828. (signed) R. H. Rattra!J . 

• 
l\hNUTE of the officiating Judge. 

THis letter obviously demands the serious .consideration of the court Letter from Mr. Cracroft, 
at large. The subject is one of deep interest; and as I am one of the second j~dg~ of the Dacca 
members whom Mr. Crac·roft ·bas thus openly charged with a serious court of cu·cu•t, dated 14th of 

L h f d ' h · d ·11 l d · · l · July 1828' reac o uty m ~vmg passe an 1 ega. or er, m a mattet: mvo vmg 
the life of a human creature, without due deliberation, without previou~ly con
sulting the court at large (as l\Ir. Cracraft conceives I ought to have done), with 
having unfeelingly adopted a confined construction of the existing rules in a case in 
which common humanity should have dictated the more enlarged and generous 

. construction in favour of life, and finally with having thereby incurred the guilt of 
'' unnecessarily authorizing suicide,"-1 am naturally anxious that the matter should 
he thoroughly discussed and deliberately considered by my colleagues, as well as 
~by the government, to which high authority Mr. Cracraft has desired that his 
appeal may be ultimately preferred .. I cordially assent to 1\fr. Cracraft's desire; 
and if he had not expressed it, I should have myself originated the proposition of 
addressing the government on the subject, which is of importance n~ only in 
reference to ·the interesting question which he has taken the occasion to agitate, 
but also. to.;he painful situation in which this court is placed-painful it must be 
admitted qmte sufficiently in being. compelled, by our solemn obligations to the 
government, to countenance and sanction a practice so revolting to humanity, but 
:far. more so if, .in the conscientious discharge of a public trust of so serio~s a imture, 
we are liable to be assailed by such offensive imputations as 1\fr. Cracroft has. pre
sumed to cast upon us. ·If Mr. Cracraft had suggested a reconsideration of the 
questim. upon general grounds and arguments, intendeo to show that the practice, 
as it prevails throuohout the country, is not strictly warranted hy the Hindoo law, 
and that the rules passed by government should therefore be revised,. I should have 
willinrrly given him credit for his motives; but when I consider the course which Le 
bus adopted, Lhat he has taken the occa!:)ion to impugn the legality of an order 
passed by this court ii1 a particular case, which order lte was bound by his oath to 
obey, and certainly to hold in. respect; when I advert also to the arrogant to~e 
and spirit wh.ich pervade his letter, and to the personal \Hanner in which he has· 

n . , ·I . ·l 1 
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DENGAL. reflected up~n the official act of his sup.etiors, I seek in vain fo~ a ground t:<> jnstify 
~r excuse his conduct, the .more especially ~hen ~ further consider that lns objec

. t10ns are utterly unfounded and untenable, d1splaymg an ignorance upon the matter 
which, in an officer of his rank an.d sta~ding in the service, is highly discreditable, 
~-:.1p would scarcely have. been believed If he had not thus stood forward himself to 
declare it. Upon this point the court at large, to whom Mr. Cracraft has made his. 
appeal, will declare their sentiments. It is scarcely necessary for me to state· that 
I adhere to ·the opinion which I gave in the particular case. I am fully satis~ed 
that the order in which I joined is consistent with the law, with established usacre 
and more especially with the instructions of government, which I take to be ~u; 
maiu guide and rule of conduct whenever we may be calle<;I upon to act on this deli-

. cate 9uestion •. I have e~er .held them in this light~ whether i~ my capacity of magi.s- · 
trate or as a JUdge of c1rmt, or finally the exercise of the h1gher powers vested m 
me as a judge of this court, I have in each capacity,' and in every instance that has 
been brought before me, used my utmost endeavours to discourage the practice, as 

·.:well by persuasion a.nd argument, as by an expression of indignation at its barbarity; 
nor did ·:I omit the same e~deavour in the case in question. But my principle has 
been inyariably to yield assent if no valid objection existed on any of th~ grounds 
on which the government have· as yet thought fit to deClare that interference and 
prohibition would be justifiable. In acting upon this principle, I .have been guided 
not only ~y a sense_ of publi~ duty; which t~lls me tha~ I am bound to uphold an~ 
enforce the orders of govern01ent on this delicate question, however much they may 

.militate agains~ my own feelings as an individual; but I have equally considered 
that any intemperate zeal or irtindicious interference on the part of the officers to 
whom the immediate execution of the duty is entrusted, any underhand attempts to 
. put ~o\,•n the practice, in opposition to the de~lared intentions of the government, 
would be in the h~ghest degree inj~rious, as calculated to excite irritation in the 
mi~ds of ~he pe<?ple at large, and consequently to reta~·d instead of promoting the 
obJect which we all have at heart; and further, as hable frequently to lead the 
government into serious difficulties, for which they might not be prepared. · These 
have been my views and princ~ples of CQnduct; and as J conceive them to be sound, 
I ~all adhere to tht;-m until the government itself, not Mr. Cracraft, shall deem it 
fit to stand forward as the advocate in this great cause of humanity. It would appear 
from Mr. Cracroft'sletter, that, in consequence ofhis illegal interference, the· indi-

. vidual in the C8;Se referred to has been deterred from becoming a suttee. I cannot 
but feel siricere gratification at this result. But questioning Mr. Cracraft as he has 
thought fit to question us, · I would ask' what would have been his feelings if the 

) parties concerned in the particular case, _knowing that the intended suttee was 
conformable to usage and their religious tenets, that it was upheld by the sanction 
of government, arid that his interference, therefore, was wholly illegal and unjus .. 

, tifiable; nay further, if the populace, making common cause, had risen en masse, 
and contemning and insulting his authority, had persevered in spite of it, and in the 
course of this resistance a serious disturbance had ensued, attended with the loss of 
many lives; \'\·hat, I repeat, would Mr. Cracraft have said if these had been the conse
quences of his misguided zeaJ, and his opposing himself to the known views of the 
government, to the clear and positive rules prescribed for his guidance, and to 
a competent and lawful order of this. court? It will not, I think, be denied that 
such consequences might have followed, and who shall say to what extent the flame 
would have been carried ? The proclamation in question, which 1\Ir. Cracraft has 
thus supported, appears to have been issued by a young and inexperienced officet·, 
temporarilv entrusted with the ,powers of magistrate, entirely upon his own 
~ili~~· . . 

Mr~· Cracraft oucrbt to have known that .to guard against the mischievous conse ... 
. quenc~s li~ely to arlse from an indiscreet and il.l-judge~ ~xercis~, of this power, ~he 

* Extrac~ ot'a let.ter .r~om the n1agistrates generally have been stnctly enJomed * to obser.ve c~ut10n 
·secretary m the JUdicial de~ 1:\nd reserve in addressing publications of a general nature to the mhabltants 
partment, qnder date the 25th • · . • .r h · . • h th . · 
ofAprU 1si 2, and circqlated t.o of the provmc;es, and to refram 1r?m sue measure.s \\It o_ut e sancti?n 
the magilltrates by order 9fGo- of govermnent, when such sanct10n can be. obtamed without matenal 
ver~ment, with a ~etter from th~ public inconvenience, or a~ least w~thout the knowl.e~g~, and concurrence 

. :regtst~ar of the N•zamut Adaw of lhe nearest local authonty to whtch they are subJect, . 
Jut, dated 7~h of May 1812. . 

. ' Similar instructions were issued to the magistrates on the 16th August 
t Vide cir.cula,r order of the 1822t, in consequence of the. observations contained i~ the annu~l report 

Ni~a111ut Adawlqt. · , of the superintendeq~ of· nohce for the western provmces, statmg that 
. ~ f' ' > th() 

., 
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the former · o~er. had . not be~~ sufficiently. attended to, and pointing out "hmv : . BENGAL:' 
dabgerous this uncontrolled. license to.legtslate must frequently prove when not· "-v---' 
checked by. soundjudgment and discretion." . \ 

1\!r. Cracraft should, therefore, in the present instance have taken immediat~ 
measures for correcting the irregularity, · by reporting the matter to government,! 
instead of conniving at and secretly upholding the proclamation until circumstances · 
forced the disclosure, thereby giving it the authority and sanction of time, and by 
consequence embarrassing the government in their ultimate decision as to the expe
diency or otherwise of its recal. On this point I entirely differ from 1\Ir. Cracraft, 
who intimates that it will be· an easy matter to retrace his steps, by recalling the· 
proclamation ; though he edds, that it has now assumed ~he character and force 
of law, which it would be unwise:? to distnrb, as its immediate effect will be to · 
diminish the practice in the proportion of nine tenths. 'Vhat ~hen, I would here 
ask,- has the· discovery been thus suddenly made, after so many years of anxious· 
solicitude, that we have all along been acting under a delusion and in ignorance of 
the real state of the law, which would at on~.:e put down this inhuman practice, or 
at all events reduce it comparatively to a mere nothing? Is it seriously intended 
to be argued at this day, that a fact of such vital importance should have any just 
foundation, and yet that it should have escaped equally the attention of the govern
ment of the time being when the question was first publicly agitated and discussed. 
as· of the authorities· who were then consulted with the express view of ascertaining 
in what cases, and to what extent, the government would be justified in authorizing 
thei.r pu6li~ officers ~o interfere or prohibit the practice? Can. all this. be believe~, 
and the more especially when it is remembered that the government had such an 
adviser as the learned translator of the digest of Hindoo law, who was then a judge 
of the court, and who, to the best of my recollection, (for I was registrar of the 
court at the time), framed the draft of instructions which were first issued for the 
guidance of the magistrates and their police officers in April18I3? Can it, I say, 
be credited that 1\Ir. Cracraft's argument should have .any the slightest foundation, 
and that it should have escaped the penetration of such a man as 1\Ir. Henry Cole
brooke? I might safely rest the propriety and legality of my order on the answer 
which would unhesitatingly be pronounced on these questions, especially as 1\Ir. 
Cracraft's assertions are utterly unsupported by any thing like proof. But to show . , 
that the exception taken by him. is purely imaginary, I would refer to Colebrooke's Page 451, vol. lld, 
Digest, book 4, chap. 3, " On the duties of a faithful 'Vidow ;" and to 'v ard's London edit. tSot. 
"View of the History, &c. of the Hindus," sect. 28, chap. 4, " On the Burning Page 308, .vol. 3d' 
of 'Vidows alive." London edit. 18112· 

. In neither of these (and I presume they will both be admitted as works of high 
authority) is there one syllable in support of :Mr. Cracraft's argument as to purity .. 
of caste. W'ith the specified exceptions, of which the government have not failed to 
avail themselves in the steps which they have as yet deemed it prudent to take in 
repressing the practice, all Hindoo widows, without reference to caste, are equally 
recommended to undergo this awful and terrible ceremony. Again, in 'Vard, Page6+, vol. t. 
vol. 1, chap. 2, sec. 1, "Of the diflerent Orders or Castes of Hindoos,'~ we have 
as follows :-''The Hindoos are divided into four castes; viz. the Brahmin, ·the 
Kohutritu, th.e Voishyu and the Shoodnr, which, however,. include many otlter divi-
sions and subdivisions." It is added that'' the Kohutritus became almost extinct. 
before their countrv fell into the hands of the Moosulmun ; the Voishyus are ·no 
where to be found in Bengal, almost all have fallen into the class of Shoodur/' · Page Sg • 
. Further, in sec~2, " some affirm that. there are now no Kohutritius; that in Kulee. 
Y oogee only two castes exist, Brahmins and Shoodru.;, the second and third orders 
havina sunk into the fourth." Finally, in sect. 4, "the Brahmins deny that there! Page 94• 
are at~y pure Shoodrus in the Koolee Y oogu; they add, that the present,. .race of 
Shoodrus have all arisen in improper marriages between the higher and lower 
castes. The general name by which. the Kulee Y oogu Shooaras are di~tinguished · 
is V umushum Kuru." . 

There are manv subdivisions among the Shoodrus: some of which are as effectual. 
barriers to mutual intercourse as the distinction between Brahmins and Shoodrus ; 
a Karjusthumul no more visits a barber than a Brahmin, nor a barber a joiner, and 
thus through all the ranks of the·lower orders.· 

I shall here notice the different ranks of Shoodrus or Vurnu Shunkun-lls, as far 
as I am able. " First clas~~ the V oidy~s : These P.er.sons1 who sprang from the • 
union of a Brahmin with a female Vaishju, claim the •hon<tur • of belonging ·to ~e 

. ~ 8. G g 3 , , · thud 
t 
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\BENGAL. third order, ih consequence of which they wear poitas, and at the time of investiture 
' -- · '-.r-----'

1 perform.some of the ceremonies used ininvesting a Brahmin." 

Page 95· 

The ~hove ~xtracts will, I t.hi~.k, dem~nstrate that Mr. Cracroffs argument 
founded on punty of caste, as aftectmg the nte of suttee, has no support in the doc-
0\es of the f-!indoo reli.gion.; a_nd with regard to established usage, and the pre
valent nature ot the practice, lt will be observed that he has been peculiarly unfor
tunat~ in selecting the Byd or Voidiju class, it being stated in the work above 
cited, "that many Voidyu widows ascend thefuneral pile. At Sonakhaleet in Jes-
sore, which contains many families ,of this order, almost all the •widows are burnt 
alirve with the corpses of their husbands." · · 
. It re.main~ for m~ to .show tha~ Mr. Cracraft's objectiqns to our order are not 

oply"un.supp~rte4 by, but in .direct opposition to tthe instructions which have from 
time to tim~ been iss~ed by government, or under. theit· sanction by this court, and 
which, as~ have before said, I have always taken to be our mait1 guide.· For this 

• See annexed purpose I beg to refer: to the annexed. extracts*. . . 
Paper~,marked(A:.) . It l}1Ust now rest with the government to determine whether the proclamation in 

question shall be upheld and continued in force,· or whether it must be rec~lled as 
See resolutioQ of incompatible with the views which they have so recently declared, and may 

. ~~ve:;:m:~~huFd~r still enter~ain on the question. If the former, it seems obvious that they must 
la~t~ e e • proceed further· and to the full extent of at once decla:ring their resolution of abo-

lishing the cruel and in~uman. practice in ~oto; if the latter, 1\b. Cracraft will have 
niu~h- more to answer for than he seems to be aware of. 

· 27th August 1828. (signed) "' ~lf. H. Turnbull. 

~ 

(True copies.) 

(signed) . T¥. H. Macnaghten, 
Registrar. 

Appendix (A). 

Extract from a Circular· Letter from the Registrar of the Nizainut Adawlut
1 

to the Courts of Circuits, dated the 29th of April 1813. 

F11 ~- " In , fGrwarding these papers to the different magistrates, you are re- . 
quested tb inform them that the. court rely on their observing the utmost attention 
and circumspection in carrying the present orders of government into effect, and 
that they will exercise a vigilant control over the conduct of their police officers, 
with a- view to enforce a strict ahd faithful performance on their part of the delicate 
and important duties committed to their trust.:· · 

Extract from a letter from the Secretary in the Judicial Department, to the 
. Registrar of the Nizamut Adawlut, under date the 5th December 1 812. · 

P" 2. "The Nizamut Adawlut .is sensible that it is a fundamental principle of 
the British government to allow the most comple~e toleration in matter.s of religion 
to all classes of its native subjects. . 

· Pb 3· ''It is stated in the answer delivered by the pundits to the interrogatories 
referred to them by the court in the month of March 1805, that every woman of 
the four castes (Brahmin, Khetry, Bue~ and S~odur) is p~rmitt~d .to burn herse!f 
with the body of her husband, (except zn certam cases, whiCh will be more part!
L~larly noticed in a subsequent part of this letter), and that the perfo,rmance of tlHS 
.awful ce~;emony will contribute essentially both to he~ own bappmess and. to tha~ of 
her deceased husband in a future state. The practice, generally · speakmg, bemg 
thus recognized and e;ICouraged by t~e. doctrines of the Hindoo religion, it a~pears 
evident that the course which the Bntrsh government should follow, accordmg to 
the. principle of religious toleration alrea~y no~i~ed, is to allow tl1e pr~c~ice in t!Jo~e 
cases in which it is countenanced by their rehgwn, and to prevent It m others 111 

, which it is by the same authority p:ohibited .. " . . . . . 
P11 6. "The Governor·General m Council accordmgly conceives that t!Je Juter

p,osition of the public officers in cases of this na.ture should be confined to the fol
~Iowing points :--I st. To preclude ~s far a~ poss1bl<;l all co.mpulsory mea~1s towards 

Hindoo women, on tkle pa,rtcof their relatiOn&, of Brahmms or ot.lwrs, m order to 
: . t c.:IJ~·c 
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cause them to burn themselves. 2dly. To. prevent the criminal use of intoxicating 
drugs or liquors for the accomplishment of that object. 3dly. To ascertain whether 
the women have attained the age, as fixed by the Hindoo law, at which they are 
permitted to burn ~hemselves. 4thly. ro inquire, as far as the nature of the case 
,vill properly permit, whether they are m a state of pregnancy; and 5thly. to pre .. 
vent the ceremony from proc~ed.ing in cases i~ which on ·any of the above grounJs 
it may be repugnant to the prmc1ples of the Hmdoo law." 

ph 7. " The magistrates shall give particul~r attention to. enforce a . strict 
observance of these instructions by the poljce officers under their authority." . . 

ph 8. " In communicating the present' orders ~f government to the different 
magistrates, the Governor Deneral in Council requests that t~e Nizamut Adawlut will 
impress upon them the indispensabliJ ohli~ation rf e:rplaining carefully' on alt suiJable 
o'ccasions, to persons of the l!indoo persuasion, that nothing is further from the inten
tion of government than to infringe. any recognized tenet of their religion (as has 
been fully stated in the preceding part of this letter,) and that its only object is to 
restrain the use of arts and practices, not less repugnant to the doctrines of their 
own persuasion than revolting to the general dictates of humanity.'' 

Ph g. " In order to prevent misconstruction, the Governor General .in Co~ncil 
requests that the Nizamut Adawlut will direct one. of their offi~ers to prep3:re, in 
the Persian, Hindoostanee and Bengal languages, a draft of. the instructions which 
should be issued by the magistrates to the native officers of police, conforma.bly. to 
the tenor of this letter, specifying of course the age at which women, according 
to the principles of Hindoo law, are permitted to burn themselves;. and that they 
will submit the draft, with translation of it in the English language, when prepared, 
for the approval of government." · 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Nizamut Adawlut, un~er date the 
21st May 1819; containing their Remarks and Orders on the Suttee State-
ments and Reports for the year 1 81 S. · . • • 

The cases in which, under the rules and orders now in force, the ceremony of 
suttee is declared contrary to the Shasters and to usage, and in rohich accordingly 
the ojjicers of police are directed to interpose their authority for its pre'Oention, after 
having proceeded to the spot on· obtaining intelligence of the intended sacrifice, and 
after having ascertained the circumstances and explained the illegality, are as 
follows:-· · . . 

1. \Vhere the widow is not sixteen years of age. 
2. \Vhere pregnancy is apparent or presumable, or where there is bodily 

uncleanness from periodical cause. . 
3· Where the widow's assent to the act is not manifest, the exercise of the free 

will being counteracted by intoxicating or narcotic drugs or otherwise. 
• 4· 'Vhere the widow is of the br:ahmin caste, and burns ~:m any o,ther than the 
funeral pile of her husband. · ~· . . 
. 5· Where a woman of any other .. caste burns without the body of her husband, 
except she were absent from her husband when he died, and burns immediately on 
receiving intelligence of his death, or except she was merely disqualified at the time 
by periodical bodily uncleanness. . . . . 

· · ' 6. Where the widow has a child under the ·age of three years, and a written 
. engagement (in a certain prescribed form) is.not entered into by·some one to main-

tain and bring up the infant. . ' · 

(True extracts.) 

.. (signed) If!~ H.l'r/acnaghten, · 
. Registrar. 

Gg4 . Orde1·. 

· OENGAL,. 
~ 
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Order. 

Ordered, That. the Secretary write the following letter to the Registrar of the 
~izamut·Adawll}t:- · 

~ . To the Registrar of the Nizamut Adawlut.' 
. Si~ . . . 

I AM directed by the right honourable the Governor General in Council t~ 
;acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18th nltimo, with translation of 
a petition presented to the Nizamut 1\.dawlut, by Gooroopurshaud Sein and 
Ramroop Sein, and. copies of a correspondence, which took place in consequence 
with the second judge of the Dacca cou~t of circuit, together with copies of ·the 
minqtes of the judges .of Ni.zamut Adawlut, on t~.e subject of the correspondence • 
. . .. 2. OJ:! a full consideratiOn. of ~he documents above mentioned, the Governor 
(}eneral in Council entertains· no. doubt whatever that the order issued by the acting 

_ ~agistrate for the prevention of the suttee of the wife of Ramkishore Sein, on the 
grounds of the. deceased being of the Beid caste,. was erroneous and -inconsistent with 
the instructions issued for, the guidance of the magistrates .in cases of suttee ; and 
his Lords~ip in Council entirely.concurs in the propriety of the original order passed· 
by Mr. Ross and Mr.1 Turnbull for the recal of the circular orders addressed by the 
acting magistrate to his police officers, prohibiting the performance of suttee by all 
Hindoo women except· those belonging to the four principal tribes. . · 

:. 3~ Aware as· Mr. Cracraft must-be of the.extreme anxiety felt by government on 
·every point C0n1:1ected with the subject of s·uttee, and of the importance of dis~ 
couraging the promulgation 'of any general orders upon it without the express 
sanction Qf government, his Lordship ;in Council regrets that an officer of 
Mr~ Cracraft's experjence should not:_ have seen the propriety of annulling the 
circular instructions issued by the- acting magistrate, when first brought to his notice, 
~rat all events of suspending them until a reference could have been made to superior 
authority, more especially as he seems to have been so fully sensible of the mischief 
that might. pto~ably _result "from witqdrawing the prohibition after, it became 
generally. known. . · · . . 

. -4· S,p long, however, as it shall not· be· deemed· expedient and right to abrogate 
the rules which have been ~stablished in regard to the rite of suttee, . it is no less 
ipctiJDhent upon the government than upon the local officers to .maintain them, and 
upon that principle his Lordship in Ct:mncil desires that the· court of Ni2amut 
Adawlut \\rill direct the immediate recal of the prohibitory circular order issued by 

· the acting magistrate of the city of Dacca. 
I am, &c. 

. ' 

Counci Chamber, .. } 
the 1oth October 182 8. 

(signed) H;Shakespear, 
· Secr. to the G overnm' . 

EXTRACT of a Letter in the Judicial Department from. the. Gover~or General 
· in Council to the Co~rt of Directors; dated the 23d. October 1828. · 

Criin.Cons~ 14June P11 J 36. On ·the proceedings noted in the margin is recorded the report, with its 
1827, 53-59· enclosures,. submitted by Mr. Cuthbert, on th~ conclusion of his· tour through the 

(Criminal, L. P.) 
No. 53· 

pergunnahs of Chota, Nagpore aud ~alamow. . . . 
. 142. :Your honourable court· will observe, that whtle we dt~ n~t fail to 
appreciate .the motives by which Mr. Cuthbert had been actuated m h1s conduct, 
in_the orders issued by him reO'arding suttees, he was duly apprized that we could 
not approve of his having deviated from the instructions with which he ~ad bee~ 
fnrpished for his guidance.in such cases, arid for the d.ue observance of wh1ch, Uliltll 
altere? or.repealed, he must of course be held responsible. . 

Extract Bengal Judicial Consultations, 14th June J 82 7. 
Extract from _the Report of. S. 'r· Cuthburt, Esq. Judge, Magistrate and 

Col~ector of Ramghur, of his progress through the Purgunnahs of Chota, 
Nagpore and Palamow; dated 21st April 1827. 

Para. 1. In obedience to the orders contained in the resolutions of government 
relative to this district, under date the 26th January .182?, I have now the honour 
~o .~ubmit the report rilqu!red pn my return from the mtenor. · 

2. 1\fy 

, 
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2. My visit has been confined to the purgunnahs of Chota, Nagpore and BENGAL. 
Palamow. ~ 

P" 94· In this purgunnah (N agpore, indeed throughout· Ramghur) suttees do 
not take place so often as formerly. I am credibly informed that the anCient 
custom of immolating the unfortunate widows was as follows :-A high wall having 
been erected around a small space, the inside was filled with dry wood and other 
combustibles, and the wretched victim was compelled to ascend the wall by 
a ladder. On her descent the place was set fire to, and thus was she consumed 

. :without the. possibility of escap·e. · 
95·. In the year 1824, I issued a proclamation forbidding the landholders 

permitting ~uttees taking;tplace in their villa~es or on their estates, saving in the 
presence of ·the police darogah, r .. nd I 'notified to the inhabitants of this d~trict 
.that a contrary conduct would be visited by me with fine. and imprisonment. To 
the darogah I gave orders to' use every mild and persuasive means to prevent such 
sacrifices; I even (privately) recommended force to be resorted to, in failure of 
more lenient measures, especially if the intended victim should be young. It may 
here be said that I took upon myself the heavy responsibility of urging the police 
officers to act in a manner not warranted by the regulations ; be it so, the consola .. 
tion is mine that lives apparently have been saved by such interference. The 
su~tees which have taken place in the Ramghur district since the year 1823 are as 
follows :-In 1824 ten suttees occurred, and six were· prevented by the timely 
interposition of the darogah. In 1825 no suttees were reported as having taken 
place ; one however was prcveuted. In 18~6 three suttees are reported as having 
occurred, ·and one life as having been ~Saved.· · · 

g6. Suttees seldom take pface amongst the lower orders, and in the- higher 
classes the prevalence of this custom is much on the decline; it being now left to 
the option of the widow to be burnt or not with the body of her husband. Of the 
.three wives of. the late rajah of Chota·Nagpore, two allowed themselves to-be burnt, 
the· other preferred living. All the three Palamow ranees are living, and in the 
enjoyment.of pensions. The dowager ranees of .Ramghur and Kuruckdee, also 
preferred life to sacrifice. In short it would appear that those women only burn 
with. the. bodies. of. their husbands, who tram age or. lingering. disease are incotn .. 
petent to the enjoyment of life, or those who having experienced the extreme of 
conju~al felicity, find the world a dark and drt!ary wilderness without the presence 
of theJr beloved partners. 

Extract of a· Letter· frQm· Mr. Secretary Shakespear to S. T. Cuthbert• Esq. 
Judge, 1\f agistrate and Collector of Ramghur; dated the 14th June 1827, 
in reply to the foregoing. · 

Para. 17. With reference to your remarks on the subject of suttees, the Vice 
President in Council cannot approve your having deviated from the instructions 
which you have been furnished with for your guidance in such cases ; until they 
are altered or repealed, you must of course be held responsible· for their due 
observance. At the same time the Vice President in Council justly appreciates the 
motives by which you have been actuated, and trusts that your influence and 
exertions (subject of course to the existing rules) will be directed to the discourage .. 
JDent . .Of the practice. 
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FORT 
.FORT ST. GEORGE. 

ST~ GEORGE. 
·~ 

. :EXT IfACT ~f ·~ Lett~r. from th~ ~overnor in Council of Fort St. George to the 
Cons. toAug.t8:24, . · . 1 Court of Directors m the .Mihtary Department· dated 2oth June 1 ~26 

· Nos. 19 & 20; and · · ' • . 
i8 September, · .• Pari!-~ 70~ WE. h~ve 'the honour t~. ~r~~g to,. your notice a .letter from the 
Nos. 23 & ~+ o.ffic~'r command1pg . the northern ~IVJSion · of the army, reportmg that he bad 

r~ce~ved an apphcatwn from the w1dow of a subadar of the 11th regiment of 
1,1ative infantry for .. permission to burn herself with the body of her husband ; that 
he had used 'evei·y means to dissuade the woman from her purpose\ and had finallv 
prohi.~i~ed the ceremony takiqg place within the military limits, M. ajor.Genen~l 
Sir _jo~n' Dov·eton ~nimadv~rted on the disgraceful conduct of a sepoy of the same 
regtment, who havmg marned the daughter of the widow, used his utmost endea. 
vours to induce his mother-in-law to sa,crifice herself in order that he might become 
possessed· of her prope-rty. We c:mtircly approved of. the proceedings that had been 
~dopted by Majqr.:Gen'er.aJ Sir John· Doveton, apd directed that he would continue 
iq .coi:n!D\lnic~t~op with the ~agistrate to ~ake all legal measures for the prevention 
of the munolatwn. At the recommendatiOn of Major-General Sir John Dovetoq 
~}le s.eapoy allud.ed to abov~ h~s been discharg~d from the service. · · . · 

, . 

'' 

;EXTRACT, F~rt_ St. George Military Consultations, the 10th A~gust 1824. · 

· ·No. 3,~76. 

' .lfo Richard Clive, Esq. Secretary to Government in the Military Department. 

Si~ . . . 
1 HAVE the honour, ·by order of his Excellency the Commander in Chief, to 

forward for suBmission to the honourable the Governor in Council, copy of a letter 
received from Major-General·Sir John Doveton, K. C. 1)., c~mmanding the northern 

· division of the army, on the subject of an application made by the widow of 
a tiubadar of the nth regiment native infantry, late second battalion gth regiment 
for. permission to burn herse.lf. . · · 

I have, ~c. ~c. 
Adjutant-General's Office,} 

Fort St. 'George, 
. . · . 6th .August 1824. . · 

(signed) . J. H~ S. Conway, · 
Adj' General of the Army • 

To the Adjutant-General of the Army, Fort St. G,eorge. . 
· Sir, . . · · · . · • . . · , 
I ~AVE th~ ho~ou~ .to request you will bring the following circumstan.ce .to tha 

notice of his Excellency the Commander in Chief, to be submitted to government, 
· s11ould he deem it necessary. 

The widow of a subidar of the 11th regiment, lately deceased, of the khana 
coahjee caste, a few days since made application to Lieutenan~-Colonel Smith, 
~ommanding at.Vizagapatam, for permission to burn h~1·se!f, statmg at. the same 
time that nothma would make ht:r alter her detr.rmmatwn. The Lieutenant
Colonel not only withheld his consent,. but also wrote to. the .magistrate for his 
intederence, \\ho gave orders to prevent tt as far as rested \Uth h1m. The .woman 

. nndin~ she could not effect her purpose at Vizagapatam, came over to thts pla~e 
yesterday mor~ing for my consent; . but ~eing deter~ined to ?se every means ~n 
my pow<::r to dJssuade her from her mtentiOn, 1 called m the asststance of a bramm 
of bigh caste and respectability, who had nearly persuaded her to abando~ her 

c.idea of destroying herself, when. his good intent!ons were ~verruled by the. mter
ference of some rel~tipns, sepoys m . the 1 1 th reg1ment, parucularly her son-1n-law, 

. ( r • . who 
( 
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who in my opinion deserves punishment,· and who being married to the widow's FORT 
ST. GEORGE. · daughter, on her demise came into property amo~nting, Lieutenant-Colon~! Smith 

informs me, to about" four thousand rupees, who threatened her in the event of her 
not burning hersdf, to disgrace her and make her an outcast. This threat has 
apparently determined her on d~struction. I have therefore ordered the. whole party. 
to return to Vizianagram, with instructions. to Lieutenant-Colonel Smith not to 
san~tion the cer~m?ny taking place within the military limits, and in hopes she wilt 

'--v--' 

awatt a reply to thts letter. . · . . 
Should his Excellency think it necessary to make application to government for 

orders to prevent ~uch a horrid self-murder,· I make no doubt it will be generally 
received by all classes of natives as a blessing, as I know no part of the Hindoo law 
on religion which makd this ceremony necessary; but it is considered by the most 

:learned and respectable nativej to be entirely a custom 'which would be' more 
. honoured in the breach than the observance. 

" 

Northern Division of the Army,} 
Vizagapatam, 

22d July 1824. 

I have, &c. &c. . 

(signed) J. DoiJeton, 
Major-General. · 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) G. Cadell, 
Act' DepY Adj' Gen1 of the Army. 

'· The Governor in Council ~ntir~ly approves the proceedings of the officer c~~ .. . 
· manding the northern Division of the army, and of the officer commanding 
. Vizianagram in the case mentioned in th~ foregoing letter, and desires that the'. 

latter officer will continue in communication with the magistrate of Vizagapatam, 
to tak~ all legal measures for .preyenting the widow of the late subadar of the 11th 
infantry from burning herself; the officer commanding the northern Division of the 
army will report in what manner he would recommend . that the individual particu-

. larly mentioned by him should be punished. 

. · Ordered, That an extract fro~ these proceedings be· transmitt~d to the judTcial 
. department. · 

EXTRACT, Fort St George 1\Iilitary Consultations, dated 28th Sept. 1824. 
• 

No. 4840. 

To Richard Clive, Esq., Secretary to Government in the 1\filitary 
· ' · Department. · 

Sir, . 
· \V ITII reference to the letter from this department of the .6th, anld the minutes 

of Council· of th~ Honourable the Governor in CounciJ of the 1oth ultimo, I have 
: .. the honour by order of the Commander-in~chief, to acquaint you, .for tlie informa~ 
·. tion of th~ Honourable the Governor iri Council, that Major-General Sir John 
. Doveton, .K, C. B., commanding ·the northern division of the army,· has· reco~· 
, .mended 'the tern oval from the service of p~i~a~e Bavaneepras~~' of. the 11 t~ regt;;. . 
· ment,. (late 2d batalion gth regime~t of nah~e mfantry), who endeavo~red.to mduce 

his .mother to burn herself to obtam posesston of her property. Hts Excellenc;y 
.. has- therefore been pleased· to order the discharge o(Bavaneeprasad from the ser
; vice, according to the major-general's recommendation: 

I have, &c. &c. 

(signed) J.: H. S. Conway, . , 
Adjutant-General of the Army. 

Adjutant-General'.s Office,} 
· · ·Fort St. George, 
· · ~n~t Se_rt~mber 1824: 

The Governor in Cotmcil approves :the· proceedings ·reported in.·the ·foregoing 
letter. · · 

Hh2 
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. . . 
EXTRACT of a Letter in the Military Department, from the Court of Directors 

to the Governor in Council of Fort ~t. George, dated 18th June 1828. · 

Letter from Fort St •. Gt!orge, 
dated 2oth June 1826. · 

70. A Jetter from the officer 
Commanding the northern di· 
vision of the army,. reporting 
the measur~ taken for prevent-
ing the immolation of the widow 
of a subadar of the 11th N. I. ; 
brought to court'• notice •. A se
J.IOY of the same corps~ who· en- · 

27. These proceedings have our entire approbation. 

deavoured to induce the 1ridow, 
to whose daughter he was mar-
ried, to sacrifice herse~· with a 
view to tbe possession of her 
property, discharged from the 
Eervice. ' · 

EXTRACT uf a Letter·from the Court of Directors to the Governor in Council 
··· .. , .. of ~o.rt St. G~orge, in the_ ~~ilita~y Department, dated 23d July 1828. 

. Letter to Court of Directo~s, 40. In paragraph 27 of our letter of the 18th June 182 8, we. signified 
from the Governor .i~ Coun_c!l our approbation of the proceedings you had adopted for preventing," 
otf FortD Sta.rtmGeorgte, 1dn tethde Milith. under the peculiar· circmnstances of the case, the immolation of the 
ary ep en' a l9 ' 'd f · ·· b d · · f h h' ' · · .r: A h fi 1 Dec. 1826.-(+ fi: 7,). variollS w1 _ow o a su a ar o t e 11 t regiment native mtantry. s t e na 

documents forwarded. · result of you·r proceedings is not · reported in the documents which 
~~companied your. military letter of the. 2oth June" 1826, p11ra. 70, we take the 
present" opportunity of requesting you. to furnish us with a r~port respecting any 
expression or appearance of feeling which may have been excited amongst the 
Hindoo ·soldiery in consequence of your interference. 'V e are also desirous of being 
hfformed of the.. extent to which the practice of suttee may be carried among the 
widows or female relatives of sepoys, as we are uncertain whether the reports of 
our judicial officers take cognizance of such immolations; and should you not, you 
will report _to us all cases which may have called for the interposition of the military 
authorities. · · 

EXTRApT of a Letter from the Governor in Council of Fort St. George to the 
Court of Directors, in the Military Department, dated 29th August 182g. 

.. ,~ .. . . 

Letter from the Court of Directors, to 
~the Governor in. Council of Fort St. 
·George; in the .Militwj Department, 
dated !Z3d JuJY. 1828~ 

40. The honourable court remark, thai 
in their letter of the 1ath June 1828, they 
expressed their appro~ation or ~e P!OCeed
ings adopted for preventing the immolation 
of the widow of a ·subadar ot the u th N. I. 
They request to be furnished with a report 
respecting any appearance of fee1ing which 
may have been excited amongst the.Hindoo 
soldiery in consequen~e of the interference. 
The court are uncertain whether the judicial 
officers take cognizance of such'immolations 
among the widows and female relatives of 
sepoys, and request to be informed ·of the 
extent to which the practice of su,ttee may 
be carried among them ; and desire that all 
such cases may be reported which may have 
called for the interposition of the military 
authorities. · · 

Tn cons. 17th July 182g. No.6, .in the 
packet. . . 

40. On the subject of this paragraph, we beg leave to 
bring to your notice an extra<.:t from .Minutes of Consultation 
in the judicial department, and a letter. from the deputy 
adjutant-general of the army noted in the· margin; from these 
papers your Honourable Court will perceive that no feeling 
of dissatisfaction whatever was evinced by the Hindoo soldiery 
on the occasion referred to by your honourable Court; and 
that scarcely an instance of the practice of self-immolation 
among the widows of the native soldiers is to be found on the 
records of this Presidency. ·. 

.4•· His Excellency the Commander-In-chic~ is of ?Pinion 
that no 'difficulty would at any time be expenen~ed 10 pre
venting such occurrences among the female relatives of the 
native troops of this establishment. 
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No."275·. 

EXTRACT from the Minute!) of Cons~ltation, under date th~ 3d Jul~ 1829~ 

Read the following letter from the Registrar to the Court. of Foujdaree Adalut. 

No •. 29. 

To the acting Sectetary to Government in the Jud~cial Departm~nt. 
) 

Sir 
. ' 

... 

I .A~r directed by the Judges of the l~oujdaree Udalut to acknowledge the'receipt 
of your letter under date the 13th February last, No. 65, calling for the information 
,required in a ge.neralletter from the honourable the Court of Directors in the mili
tary department, dated the 23d July 1828, as to "whether the judicial authorities 
.take cognizance of immolations among the widows and. femal~ relatives of Hindoo. 
sepoys.'' · 

2 •. According to the answers· which have been received from the Provincial Courts 
of Circuit in the ce.ntre, southern and western divis:on~, it appears that no case of 
this description has ever come under the cogriizan~e of any of the criminal judges 
ot magistrates in avy of those divisions. · , · · 
: .3· 'From the northern division also a similar repbrt. has been made, with the 
single exception of the magistrate of Masulipatam, who mentions an instance, as 
beingon the· records of his. office, of a sepoy's widow, who, having been prevented 
by' a former magistrate fro:n burning herself with the corpse of her deceased bus.· · 
band, in consequence destroyed herself by setting fil'e to the shed in which she was 
~~. . . 

. ·4· Copi.es of t~e different Reports are herewith fqrnished., 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

.... 

FoujdareeAdalut Registrar's ·office1} (signed) . A~ D. Campbell~ 
· · 2gth June 1 82g. Registrar Western Divisiop .. 

Pro~incial Court of Circuit~ 

. . To the Registrar to the. Fotijdaree Udalut, Fort St. George. 
Sir· · , . 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d.ultimo,. 
calling for information as to " w.hether the judicial authorities take co~izance of 

. immolations. among the widows and female relatives of sepoys ;" . and m reply, to 

. state; that having communicated with the several judicial authorities in this division,.. 
the result has been,.tbat within the~r knowledge and inform.ation no instance of the 
kind has ever occurred. . · ·. ·. · · 

Tellicherry,· } · 
. 13th March t82g. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, . . . 
Your most o~edient servant, 

(signed) J. Paugha,n, 
Second. Judge. 

·(signed) 

H h 3 

IP. 0. Slzakespear, 
Third· Judge .. 

FORT 
ST. GEORGE. 
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Sir, 
To the Registrar of the Fo';Jjdare~ Udalut, Fort St. George. 

I AM directed by the Judges of the Provincial Court to acknowledcre the receipt 
of you~ !etter o~ the 23~ _February, regard~ng the cognizance taken. by the judicial 
authontles of tmmolatJons among the wadows and female relattves of Hindoo 

• sepoys, ~nd to inform you that the qut"stion was drculated to the criminal judges 
and roagtstrates. 

2. A copy of the return received from the magistrate of Cuddapah is alone for
warded, the other authorities having simply stated th-at no immolations have taken 

·place, it is considered unneces8ary to trouble yon with copies of their returns. 
. I have the honour to be, Sir, your lllOst obedient servant, 

Chitt?or C;ntre Prov. Court of Circuit, 1 '{signed) TJT. Utulerwood, 
Regtstrar s Office, 13th April 182g. J Reaistrar. 
. (L. S.} ··• o 

Ix return to the foregoing precept t}le magistrate of Cuddapah has the honour to 
state, that· he is not aware of any occasions having occurred in his jurisdiction 
afford~ng scope for magisterial interference in any way with regard to " immolations 
among the widows and female relatives of Hiudoo sepoys." _ 
. In the province of Cuddapah the number of trot>ps is very inconsiderable, but 
~he magi~trat~ is of opifi:ion that. the practice of immolation has not many votaries 
~n his .distrif!:t. _ This unj~st and sanguinary rite, at "Which nature shudders~ and 
which reason condemns, in which defence~ess woman, physically weak and intel .. 
lectually uninformed, become the agonized and appalling victims of a cruel and 

· pitile5s superstition, engendered ·and maintained by th~ avarice and· delusion of 
their natural protectors and more puissant fellow mortals, might,· in the magistrate•s 
judgment, be safely and effectually suppressed by denouncing it as· a crime, and 
declaring its abettors obnoxious to punishment. \Vith respect to the inhuman ·rite, 
'our measures, he thinks, cannot be neutral, for if they do not abolish it tbey must 
tend to ·cherish it. The mere circumstance of this horrid violation of reason ani:J 
jus.tice not being proclaimed as a crime leaves room for the untutored minds of 
:mmales to ruminate upon it, ~ithout any of the misgivings that would mingle with 
its consideration. if it were bel~ up to view as c.riminal; and the contemplation of 
the rite l,Jndaunted by ~my doubts of its ll.}wfulness,. and aided by .the fancifi.Il illu
sions. by which its advocates seek to recommend it, must unquestionably, he appre
hends;' have· a powerful effect. in preparing the minds of unhappy widows for 
. the pronunciation of the fatal determination to <;on sign themseh·es to the piles of 
their husbands. · 
· It· might be feared that the proscription of female immolation would have the 
effL'Ct of warming a prejudice in its favour into a bigoted zeal for its support, and 
this, with the political considerations it im·olves, is perhaps toe only r_eason that has 
hitherto operated-tO:prevent-the adoption of decish·e means for its abolition; but it 
may, in the magistrate's opinion,. be expected that the voice of nature, reason .and 
humanity,- would far more powerfully plead for the disuse o( the rite than the utter-

. anee ~of its advocates (if a sense of shame should not prevent the appearance of 
any} would be listened to in its behalf. Besides, so far as the ma~istrate is able to 

judge; the danger of a policy capable of being construed as indicative of any degree 
of timidity needs always to be borne in mind ; and as our opinion and feelings on 
the subject of female sacrifices must be generally known,· the importance of this 
reflection being J..ept iu view in the discussion of the-momentous topic is apparently 
enhanced. . . . · 

Tne magistrate is sensiQle 
1
that aU the remarks which, with deference, he ta~es 

th~ liberty to stibmit,. are not expressly called for by the referen.ce made to btm, 
but the (l"eicrhty considerations which are connect~. with the pomts referred, and 
the li~era.l ~anner ,iu which the O'O\"ernment is wont to receive the opinions of its 
servants~ COUlbined witb the deep interest he feels in the public wea~ and .his desire 
to -contribute-to its advancement, "ill he hopes be regarded- as ·an apology·for the 
latitude of his observations. 

(liven under my hand and seal this 18th day of l\Iarch 18~g, 
. (signed) J. Dalzell, 

(A true (Opy.) 
(signed) 

~Iagistrate. 

HT. C11derzcood, 
Registrar. 
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RELATIVE TO HINDOO WIDO\VS.· 

To the Registrar to the Court of Foujdary Udalnt, Fort St. George. 

Sir) 

I Al\1 directed by the court of circuit to acknowledge the receipt of your lette1· of 
the 2,)d February laf>t, and to state, for the information of the court, that it appears 
from the letters received from the several crhninal and joint criminal jud11es, :as' 
well a~ from the magistrates. ?f this div~sion, that no c~ses of i~molation ~mong 
the wtdows and female relatives. of Hmdoo sepoys have ever come under their 
cognizance. 

I have the 
4
hono'Qr to. be, 

Registrar's Office, Trichinopoly, 1 
15th April182g. f 

' 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(signed) · C. P. Brown,,. 
Registrar. 

To the Registrar to the Court of Foujdary Udalut, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 
I Al\1 directed by the judges of the northern provincial court to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 23d February, and to submit the rep011s of the. several 
criminal judges, and magistrates under their jurisdiction, as to whether. they take 
cognizance of immolations. among the widows and female relatives of Hh1doo 
sepoys. . 

The 'criminal Judges of Guntoor and Nell ore, and the magistrates of Ganjarn 
and Nell ore, state that no question of the kind has ever come before them.. From 
the returns of the criminal judges of Chicacole, Rajamundry and 1\Iasulipatam, it 
appears that they would not consider themselves authorized to take cognizance of 
su~h immolations where the act is perfectly voluntary on the part of the female. 

The magistrate of Guntoor mentions suttees· in general being fr~quent; and he 
and the magistrates of Rajahmundry and Vizagapatam state that in all cases thiy 
use their endeavours to prevent the female from immolating herself; and the 
magistrate of Vizagapatam adds that he has known ins~ances of their having been · 
positively prohibited. 

Ti~e magistrate of l\fasulipatam mentions one instance. only as being on the 
records of his office, when a ~epoy's widow, who was pr~vented by a former magis
trate from burning herself with her husband, destroyed herself by setting fire to the 
shed in which she was living.~ . 

I have the ho~our tope, &c. 

Masulipatam Northern Prov. Court,} 
15th June 1829. . 

(signed) . C. E. Oakes, 
Registrar. 

• 

EXTRACT from the Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Circuit for the 
northern division ; dated 2d l\larch 1829. 

FORT 
ST. GEORGE.' 
~ 

1. Read letter from the court of F~ujdarry :U dalut, dated 23d Febru- Present, . 
· ary last, requiring information " whether. th.e judicial authorities take ·J. o. TQd, esq. second judge; 

cognizance of immolations among the widows and female relatives of S. Money, esq. third judge, 
·" Hindoo sepoys." , 

· 2. Ordered, that copies· of the above leiter ·be furnished ·to the severa) criminal 
judges, the joint criminal judge,· and· the magistrates, with precept directing them 
to furnish the required information as soon as possible. · 

.(True extr~ct.) 

(signed) S. lrloney, Third Judge, 
· · for the Registrar. 
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RetQrn frpm the. Criminal Judge of Chic~cole. 
FORT · .. I t . .~::· • . 

· ST. GEORGE. · • N re urn to ~be !oregotng precept, wherem the criminal judge of ChicacE>le is 
~ · dtr~cted to .furmsh mformation, "whether the judicial authorities take cognizance 
\·_ . · of. u~mo~at1ons among the. widows and. female relatives of Hindoo sepoys ( the 

cr1mmal JUdge has to state~ that n~ cogmzance has yet been taken by the criminal 
. co~rt of such a case of Immolation, any act of compulsion or any unjustifiable 
as~Istance on the part of any person present at a suttee, (whoever the female 
.might be) would no.~ou~t call for the cognizance of the criminal court when brought 
forward by the magistrate or his police· officers . 
. G~ven under my hand, and the seal of the zillah (:ourt, at Chicacole, this 

t6tlt day of Mar~h 1829~ ' 
.. (L~ S.) (signed) H.'Lacon, 

Received t Sth March t82g. 
Criminal Judge .. 

Return from the Criminal Judge at ~ajahmundry • 
, . ·. (L. S.) 

. MasuJipatam Zillah CriminalJtidge~s Court. 

._. .. THE. criminal judge' has: the· honour to state, in' answer to this precept, that there 
bas been no instance of the immolation of sepoys widows, or other of their female 

· relatives,. ever having been brought to the _cognizance of the c;riminal office; nor has 
such an .event, ·it is presumed, taken place_ in this part of the country for .a series of 

· years· past. If, however, an incident of the kind occurred, the criminal court would 
~ not·; feel- warranted to interfere unless proof was adduced that the sacrifice has 

been brqught about .by the exertio[} of illegal and undue influence, when th~ parties 
~o impli~ated would be .committed for trial on a charge of homicide. · 

. ·. Q-ivtm -~nder my hand, and the seal of the court at Rajahmundry, this t3th day of 
March A .. D. 18~g. . ~ . ' 

· · (signed) H. Vibart, 
·'Received 2d March !829. . Criminal Judge. 

To tqe Joint Criminal Judge in the Zillah of Masulipatam • 
. '-8ii', •. 

I AM directed by the judges of the northern provincial court to call your atten
t~on to the precept under dat~ ·the 2d March, and to request that an immediate 
il'eturii be made to it. · 

Masulipatam, } 
. _, 8tli'Junfft82g. 

I have the honot;tr to be, &c. &c. 

(signedf S. Money, 
· Third· Judge, .for- the Registrar • 

Return from the Joint Criminal Judge of 1\~asulipatam .. 

. ,. (L.-8.) . Mas~lipatam Zillah Joint Criminal Judge's Court. 

'·. IN makin~ return to this precept which has accidentally been till now overl?oked, 
the joint cnminal judge begs to state,. that since he has been connected w1th the 
judicial 4e.partment, no instance of the. immolation of the widows or female . 
r.elatives of · Hindoo sepoys has come under his notice. · He has however on all 
occasions, when opportunity has offered of stating hi~ opinion on this subject t~ 
natives, expressed his determination, should any such case arise, to commit for 
trial for deliberate murder all and .. every o.ne who may be proved to have us~d 
force or .coercion in any shape to the performance of the ceremony. 
· Given ;~under my· hand, and the. seal of the court, this gth day of June A. D. 

182g;· · . . . 
(signed)· Edward B. TJTrey, 

Joint Criminal Judge. Receivc'd gth Jupc 1 829.~ . ( ( 

( 
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' , 

. Sir, 
To the Criminal Judge in the Zillah of Guntoot. 

. I Al\I directed by the judges of the northern provincial court to call your atten
tu:m to the prece~t under date the _2d March, and to request that an immediat~ 
return be made to It. · 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

1\fasulipatam, ·} 
8th June 182g. 

(signed) S. Money, 
Third Judge, for the Registrar. . 

.. 
• 

Return from the Criminal Judge of Guntoor. 

PuRSUANT to the exigency of this precept, I beg to ·inform the judges that no 
instances of any immolations among the widows and fe~ale relatives of Hindoo 
sepoys have ever occurred in this zillah~ 

Giyeri under my hand, and the seal of the Court at Quiltoor, this 1oth day of 
June t82g. 

(L. S.) 
(signed) F. A. Robson, 

Criminal Judge. 

Return from the Criminal Judge of N ellore. 

THE criminal judge in the zillah of N ellare has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of the extract from the proceeding$ of the provincial court of circuit for the 
northern division which accompanied this ptecept, with a copy of the letter from 
the registrar to the court of foujdary adalut, ·directing him tb report "whether the 

'judicial authorities take cognizance of immolations among·the widows and fert:lale 
relations of Hindoo sepoys ;" and to state that it does not appear from the recotds 
of this court that any question {)[ the kind has ever come before the court. 

(L. S.) 
. . . 

Given under my han~, and the seal· of the court, this. 13th day of April A. D. 
t82g. 

(signed) 
Received 14th March 1829. 

· G. J. Casamqjor, 
Criminal Judge. 

Return from the Magistrate of Ganjam • 
• , r 

IN reply to this requisition: the magistrate of Ganjam has the honour to inform 
the court that he is not aware of any cases of immolations amoug the widows and 
female relatives of f;Iindoo sepoys having com~ urtder- his cognizance, 

(L. S.) 

Given under· my hand, and tl:ie seai of my office, at Berhampore, this tgthday of 
· March 1829~ · . · · · · · 

( sgned) R. Bayq,td, 
Received 2,5th 1\fa~ch t ~f2g. Magis.trate. . . 

Return from the ~:I~gistrate ·of Vizagapatam. 

IN return to this precept the magistrat~ b~gs to state. that he l:i.a:~· never·k.ridWn 
an instance of immolation among the' widows and female ·relatwes·of Hmdoo 
sepoys being taken coguizance of by any judicial authority. .The magistrate 
presumes that judicial authorities would not make any distinction between the 
wives and femaie relatives of sepoys and other Hindoo women; he-believes that· 

178. , I i • • • the • 
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the interf~rence of tl~e magistracy in general, with regard.to suttee~, is confined 
to ~ersuas1ve end~a.vours to p~e!ent them, although be has known instances of their 
?a~1~g been ~~stt1~ely proh1b1ted .. The magtstrate further believes, that the 
JUdtci~l auth~nttes m .general .wool~ c~nsi~er it their duty to t~ke. c~gnizance of 
such ImmolatiOns onl~ m cases lll whiCh 1t might appear that the victim was impro•; 
perly forced, but not tf the act was voluntary on her part.· · · · · 

(L~ S.) . . 

\ Given under tny hand, and the seal of office at Vizagapatam, this 18th day of 
March A. D. 182g.,. . . . . . 

·Received 25th March 1.829·~ (signed) JY. Gardiner, 
· • ' Magistrate. : 

· ·!'o the Magistrate· of Rajahmundry. ' :i. 
: · ·sir, 
. I -';M directed by the judges Of . the northern provincial. court to call your atten~ 

· tipn· to the preceP.t- ~nder date the 2d March,. and. to reqt,Jest. that an.hnmediate 
return be made to 1t. · · · . · . 

· · I ·have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

·M~sulipatam, ·} 
8th Jon~ 182g. 

.. · (signed) S. Money, 
Third Judge, for the Registrar. 

Return from the Magistrate of Rajahmundry. 

·, · .THE magis.trate . has: the . honour to iqform the judges of the provincial court of 
circuit in reply to.t}le above ~rec~pt, th~t he this day transmitte4 a separate rep0,rt 
to them on the s,ubJect to wh1ch ;It refers . 
. ' ·"· (L. S.) · 

. Given under rriy hand, and the ~eal of the office,· at Cocanada~ this 12th day 
of June A. D. 182g. ., . , . . 

I • 

·Recehred:15th June 182g. ~ ·(signed) . . -John T. A..nstey, • 
· · Magistrate. 

To the Judges of the Provincial Court of Circuit, Northern Division, 
. . Masulipatam. 

. Gentlemen,. . · , . . . . . 
t • , ~ • • • ' 

1
· Para. 1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your court's precept of 
-the 2d1 March-last, transmitting extract froin the proceedings of .your· c9urt of tne 
saine· date,-' calling upon me to report, ··with reference to copy of a .letter from th·e 
foujdaree a~alut which acco~panied it, ~hether,a~.a_magis~ate,I take cognizari~e 
of immolatiOn~al;llong th~.w1dows and female relatives of Hmdoo sepoys .•. 
. · 2. In reply I have the honour to state, that in any instance brought to my know
ledge · of an immolation about to· take place, wheth_er as. regards the widow of 
a Hindoo·sepoy, or other Hindoo widow, I consider it my duty, with reference to 
~he existing orders of Government, to endeavour' by every possible means of per
suasion :.O.nd advice, to prevent a widow from destroying herself on the funeral pile 
of her deceased hu!band; but instances of immolation of widows in this district are 
of very rare occurrence. ' 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(signed) - J. T. Anstey,. 
·, ·.Zillah Rajahmundry Magistrate's Office,} Magistrate. 
· · · -Cocanad~ 12tb.June.182g.. · · 

'- 'f ,j,, .. 



. RELATIVE TO HINDOO WIDOWS. 251 

Return from the Magistrate of Masulipatam. , F:ORT 
. . · · . · h h · f 1' · · · ST. GEORGE.· . IN conformity wit t e extgency. o t us precept, dated 2d lVIarch· Jast, accom-, ~ 

, pauied by an extract from the proceedings of the court of circuit of the same date, · 
together with. copy of a letter from the court. of foujdaree adalut, dated· 23d 
February last, requiring informat~on as to " whether thejudicial authorities take 
cognizance of immolations among the widows and female relatives of Hindoo 
sepoys;'' the magistrate has the honour to state, that since his appointment to this 
zillah no cases of this description have occurred; but that on reference to the old 
record3 of the officr, he has discovered that one took place, as noticed in the return 
made· . by a former ma~istrate to a precept of the court of circuit, dated the 
1st July tStg, on the subject of tmmolations, in the instahce of the wife of a §epoy, 
at Ellore, who endeavoured to Bacrifice herself on the same funeral pile with her 
husband, but was prevented at the time from doing so by the magistrate, and the 
remains of her husband were burnt by her relatives ; the woman however was quite 1 

determined, and immediately afterw_ards put an end to her existence by setting fire 
to the shed in which. she was living. ' 

Given at Masulipatam under my hand, and the seal of this court, this twepty
second day of. May, in the year. of our Lo~d one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty.:nine. · 

·(L.S.)· (&igned) /.Dent, 

Rec~ived 23d May.t82g. 
· Magistrate. 

Return from the Magistrate of Guntoor. 

THE "magistrate has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of this precept 
on the ·12th instant, with extract 'of the proceedings of the provincial court of 
circuit 9f the 2d instant, together with copy. of a letter from th~ registrar of the 
foujdary udalut, under date 23d ulti~o, requiring information as to' whetb~r•the 
judicial authorities take cognizance of immolation among the widows and female 
relatives of Hindoo sepoys ; and begs to state, that although in this district suttees 
are of frequent occurrence, of which the magistrate has .always taken cognizan<:e in , 
conformity with instructions contained in the letter from the se~retary to Govern
ment, under date the 6th April 1821, yet no instance. of an immolation among the 
widows or female relatives of Hindoo.sepoys employed,in this zillah has ever been 
reported to him. The magistrate however considers himself entitled to take cog-~ 
nizance of the acts, ·should any such take place among this class. of peopl~. . · 

The magistrate also takes this opportunity of suggesting, that the ,frequency of 
the practice of self-immolation might, in his opinion, be considerably diminished, 
by preventing as much as possible multitudes of people from collecting to witness 
the ·ceremony. ·If this was done, he is inclined to believe that the woman :wpul<l 
in many instances change her first intention, from which she is now restrained by 
an ·apprehension of the shame and disgrace which would attend a retractation of her 
resolution before a large assembly. · . . 

.Given t~nder my hand and seal this 23d day of March A. D. 1829. . ' 

Guntoor Zillah Bairputtah, 1 (signed) .H. 1Vhish, 
:Magistrate's Office. . J ~Iagistrate. 

(L: S.), 

Received 25th . .March i 82g. 

(L. S.) 
Retu~n. ~rom the Magistrate of Nell ore. 

. ' 

THE acting' joint m'agistrate in charge has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of the annexed precept, requiring information '' whether the judicial au tho ... 
rit\es take cognizance of immolations among the wido.ws and female relatives of 
Hindoo sepoys." · • 

178. I i 2 2. Tl;e 



FORT 
ST. O~QRGE. 
~ '- ~--- . . ~ .. 

2;52 _ _. . COMMU;NICA.TIONS. ANI) CORRESPONDENCE 

2 •. The ·acting joint magistrate begs to state in answe~ to the .immediate question, 
t~at 1t does not appear froiD t.he recor.ds of the mag1~tr~te's Qffice, that any cog
nu~ance has ever been. tak.en of unmolattons amon" the widows and female relatives 
of Hindo~ s~poys ; and ~urther, t~at the practici of widows in general buruing 
t~emselvcs w1th _the bodies of thetr deceased husbands is of very rare Qccurrence 
and the ~articular rite Qf aooomarana, or burning without the body of the deceased 
husband, does uot seem to be at all observed by the widow.s Qf any of the Hiodoo 
trih~s of this zillah. . . · . 

Given under my band and seal, at Nellore, thi& 27th day of Mai·ch A. 0. ·1829, 

(True- Copies,)~ 

(True Copies,) 

(signed) A. 1: Bruce, 
Acting Joint :Magistrate in Charge. . ' 

(signed) 

(sign_ed} 

C. E. Oakes, 
· RegiAtrar. 

•• 
A. D. Campbell, 

Registrar. 

Ordered, That' a copy of the foregoing letter and its endosure be furn.~hed tq the 
Mi~itary Depa,rtrnen\, w~th reference to the communication received from tha~ 
departme~t, under date the 27th January last. _ 

(True Extract and Copies,) 
($i_gned) John Orr, · 
Acting Secretary to Government. 

No. 3,2,~4· 

· T~· Robert: ·clerk, Esq., Acting Secretary to Goverm;nent in the Military 
• · · . _Department. 

Sir,, 
.. 0 t I 

l.AM directed by the commander-in~chief to acknowledge the receipt of the 
minutes of the Right honourable theGoverno.rin Council, un.der date 27th of January 
last, transmitting an extract from a general letter from the honourable the Court 
of Directors, desi.ring to be furnished with a re.po.rt respecting any expression or 

.. Rppearance ~f' feeling which may have been excited among the Hindoo soldiers in 
consequence of the 'interference on the part of the officer commanding the northern 
division, in preventing the immolation of the widow of a native officer at Vizia
nagrum; .aod :also -requesting to; be informed of the extent to which the practice 
of suttee is. carried among . the widows or feroale relatives. of the native troops of 
this. presidency. ~, 

The commander-in-chief has desired me to request you will state to the right 
honourable the Governor in Council, for-the information of the honourable the Court 
of Directors, that no feeling whatever of dissatisfaction was evinced on the occasion 
alluded to; arid his Excellency has further desired me to observe, that the practice 
of suttee among. the widows of \he native solcliers of this army is scarcely known; 
and that in. his opinion there would be no difficulty experienced at any time in pre
venting .~uch. self-murder. 

I have the honour to be, &c. · 
(signed) B. R. Hitchins, 

· ' Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army. 
Adjutant-General's Office, Fort St. George,} 

nth July 182g. 

. (True Extract and Copies,) 

H11 Chamier, . 
Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT, Bombay Judici~l Consultations, the 5th November 1823. 

From the Commissioner in the Deckan, dated 25th ulthno. 
S. • ]f . ' . . 

253 

• 

BOMBAY. 
~ 

IN continuation of. the subject ofmy letter of the 11th instant, I have See Papers ordered to be 
the honour to forward, for the information of the honourable the Governor printed 5th Ju1y 1825, N" 518, 
in Cm~ncil, the copy_ of a letter from th~ collector of Poona, dated the P· 185· 
25th instant, and o~ts enclosed 1\hratta * petition from the principal shastrees, • No translate 0£ 
praying for·the release of the brahmins who were concerneq in the affair of the petition recorded. 
suttee, and to expr~ss my opinion tMt the judicial process recommended by 
Captain Robertson should go on, the result being of course referrible for the final 
sanction of government.. I h & • ave, c. 

· Poona, } 
25th Oct. l823. 

(signed) lY. Chaplin, 
Commissioner. 

TO the Commissioner in the Deckan. 
Sir, 

I JIAVE the honour to enclose a petition purportiug to be from all the bramins 
of Poona, but which is signed only by.the greatest shastrees, praying for the release 
of the bramins who were concerned in the suttee the circumstances .of wbic;h 
I reported to you in my letter dated the gtb instant. If I may venture to offer an 
opinion on the petition, I should suggest that government should n.ot interfere in 
the judicial prpcess of allowing these persons to be formally tried for it; it is erident 
that if on the trial they can prove themselves to have been actuated by no other 
feeling than .that of the delusion of completing the performance of a ceremon:r, 
customary under such circumstances, the degree of guilt for intentional murder will 
uot be high; and goyernment, even if the Judge deem~d their criminality great, ' 
would then have the power of attending to the prayer of thi.s petition, if so inclined. 
The shastrees give out that they are busy endeavouring to reply to my address; 
but although they have had many meetings, they seem still at a loss to urge any 
thil)g against the propriety of my proceedings as sanctioned by their own laws. 
The only ground on wl1ich they can pretend to dispute them is the custom of the 
times. • .... 

2• I have the pleasure to i~form you that a woman who yesterday morning 
declared her intention to go suttee, was deterred from attempting .the act on 
being informed she should only be allowed to have a grass pile. There was no · 
representation made to me praying the non-operation ofmy order in this particular 
case,- und no murmur whatever on the subject. · 

3· Hf1d I not solicited the orders of government in regard to the prisoners whose 
release is now petitioned for, I should have tried them before now. But having 
.said I should look for 01;·ders, I have thought it best to wait till an answer shall be 
received. I earnestly recommend that should government be pleased to su.ppol't my 
proceeding with its approval, it will especially confirm the criminality I have 
declared to be attachable to participators in any attempt to put to death a woman 

· escaping from the pile. . I have, &c. . . 

Poona, 1 
25th Oct. 1823. ( 

(signed) H. D. Robertson, 
Collector. 

(A true copy) 

(signed) 

Ii3 

TY. Chaplit~, 
Commissioner. 



' 

• (I , . 

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

BOMBAY. To the Commissioner in the Deccan. 
v----~ Sir, 

No. 32. 

l HAVE the honOUl' to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo 
and in reference to my l~tter dated the 3oth ultimo, to acquaint you that th~ 
h?nourable the. G.o~ernor .m Council, concur~ing in your opinion, is pleased to 
direct that the JUdicial process be proceeded wtth, and the petitioners be informed 
that as .t~e prisoners are to be tried ~y ~he laws and c?stoms of their own country 
and rehgwn, there. seems to be no occas1on for suspe~dmg the proceedings. 

· I have, &c. 
r Bombay Castle, ·} , (signed1 · . · J. Henderson. 

5th November 1823. Secretary. to Govet:nment. 

EXTRACT, ~ombay Judici~l Consultations, the 24tbJanuary 1827. 
• • 2 ' ' ~. • - • ' 

E.xtract from theAnnualReturn of .Mr. James Forbes, the acting Magistrate of 
.· · . · · ·. Bro~c~, dat~d the 12th ofJanuary 1827; . 

• . . .. THERE were no suttees in -t~is year. 

EXTRACT, Bombay.JudicialConsultations, 16th Ja~uary 1828. 

From the· Collector and . Magistrate of Candeish, dated 23d ultimo. 
· Sir, 

l HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the honourable the Governor 
:in Council, tha.t ;We ~ave fortunately been enabled ~0 prevent a suttee taking place,; 
'Of cour~e. the d1re.ct1ons of government were stnctly regarded, and no force was 
-~ployed. . , , .. , ··: · · · · . · · . . · . 
• 2.· An intelligence of the determination of the widow to burn herself with her 

. deceased bu~ban?'s corps~ being r~ported to.me the other night. at 10 P.M. argu~
·ments and promises wete- used without avatl; ·she was determmed. I therefore 
:issuedi:instructions on retiring for. the night (the· suttee was to take place early the 
following'moming,) .to have. a sufficient mrmber of police peons on the gro!lnd to 
prevent force·. being used towf,l.rds the victim, and inti~ated ·to all the cutcherry 
~~servants,. and to those in any· way dependent on government, that the sircar never 
·wishing to .interfere. in the customs and usages of the natives of the country forbears 
to issue orders to· prevent~ the ·sutt~e, but that all classes must be aware that it 'is 
·neith~r :required by their religion nor gra.teful to Government, and that those who 
·~hose. to, attend !lnd· assist at the· ceremony need never expect favour; that of 
_course I shou~d issue no order to preven~ their attending~ put that I !Should take 

, careuto have a person to .write down the names of those who did assist, and their 
. ·conduct should nqt be forgotten; they had their choice either to hold the favour of 
. the.· sircar,: or lqse it . by assisting at a ceremony which all must confess was not 
. obligatory or necessary. . · . 

. -'·' ·3· Fortunately .the principal numbe~ of brahJ;nins are employed he~e under 
government; self-mterest prevailed; and whether they used more persuasive argu

. ·rnents; or threatened .to he absent at the sacrifice, and which latter is very probable, 
: .con·sidei'ing that courage. ·be.fore a .multitude will sink to cowardice in solitude, t_he 
. effect was the widow gave up all"idea of it before morning; and as I have promised 
. a :pensiqn to her during her life, I request you will· have the goodness to obtain the 
.. sanetiori!of the honourable the Go.vernor in Council to her being allowed the sum 
of seven rupees per ~ensem. . Sh~ intends,· I believe, to proceed to N ussuck to pass 
the remainder of her days in.strict adherence to her faith. . . · 

,4:- I trust the honourable the Governor in· Council will not disapprove of the 
. measure~ I adopted,~ and that the sum of seven rupees per mensem will not be 
.. considered . .too extravagant, considering the destitute and unprovided . state of the 

widow, who has not only herself to provide for, but would require an attendant. 

.. · :Phooiia «Cqllector's Office, l. 
2~d October 182'7. ' ( 

I have, &c . 
. (signed) · G .. Gi~erne,' 

Colr and Magistrate. 
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MEl\IORANDUM by the Secretary. 

IN transmitting the accompanying rules for the conduct of magistrates and police 
officers under the Bengal Presidency, the commissioner at Poonah was informed 
that Government left to his discretion to promul~ate· them, or take the opinion of 
the pundits at Poonah on the subject. He was also told that it was unnecessary 
to add that no viol~nce to the real laws or religious institutions of the people was 
intended to be ~uthorized by these instructions. It was further observed to 
:Mr. Chaplin, that no evil might probably result from the mere prohibition of self
immolation at the capital, when the magistrate must be apprized before any such· 
sacrifice would take place; but the danger would be considerable if a suttee were 
to burn on an improper pi?e in some remote part of the district, and those who 
assisted a.t the ceremony were afte;wards to be tried as murderers for the irregu
~arity. 'It was further observe~, that nothing should be said to the natives in 
regard to the form and the materials of which the funeral piles were to consist 
until he had inquired also and reported to Government the public feeling regarding 
the validity of the a~cient law about it; that it was extremely desirable to throw 
every impediment in the way of self-immolation which could be introduced con .. 
sistently with the prejudices of the people; but it could not be inferred from their 
silence that they were at all contented with an innovation. 1\'lr. Chaplin was also 
requested to issue a proclamation immediately, declaring that every person concerned 
in .forcing a woman to burn against her will should be punished as a murderer; and 
he was also requested to submit his opinion as to any further restriction or prohi
bition which might be introduced without creating popular discontent, or infringing 
the rule so wisely established by our ·Indian government, of allowing the full~st 
toleration to the religious practices of the natives. The commissioner in rep1y 
stated that the form of piles, and the materials o'f which they were to consist, were 
agreed to by all the bramins; the utmost publicity of which he recommended being 
given, as ·well as to the new rules for the future regulatio~ of this tragical ceremony. 
'He did not believe any objections 'would be made to the Bengal rules; the general 
tenor of which had always been adhered to in· the Deckan; but he did not thiuk 
any restrictions were likely to be more efficacious than the collector's plan of t~e 
construction of the funeral pile. The commissioner was therefore directed to com
municate these rules to all the collectors in the· Deckan, that they might adopt 
a simi1ar rule or not, according ~o the reception which the opinions of· the Poonah 
shastrees might meet with among those of other' districts. · Similar instructions were 
also sent to the Conkans. 

. MINUTE by the Governor, subscribed Ly the Commander in Chief and 
. Mr. Goodwin. . . · 

THE success of Mr. Giberne in preventing a suttee makes it a subject of regret 
that any 'of the steps he took to effect that object should be disapproved, · but the 
threats he held out to the native officers of his department are neither authorized 
by the le_fter or spirit of the Bengal circular. Whatever further measures· are 

· adopted to discourage this shocking usage, should be the proclaimed acts of ~overn
men_t, and ·as such fully understood by its subjects. Collectors and magistrates 
cannot . be allowed a latitude as to the expedients their feelings or their judgment 
may prompt. ·If they were, the consequence would be confusion and alarm on 

· points where we desire to inform and Jranquillize. The pension to the woman, 
promised by l\1r. Giberne, must, I _conceive, be sanctioned, though 1 doubt. the 

· · po1icy of this act in effecting his object. 
(signed) J. Malcolm; 

MINUTE by Mr. Warden. 

ALTHOUGH I concur in the confirmation of Mr. Giberne;s promise of a pension 
to the widow Rada Baee, I yet consider his having made it the' only objectionable 
part of his proceedings on this occasion. · 

Def?re the Deckan was annexed to Bombay, the. grant of pe~sio~s was aq 
exped1ent: resorted. to to check the ·practice of' suttee));, but the pol~cy 1>f the 

17 &. I i 4 • , . t ' · measure • 
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. . me~sure was subsequently very justly qu~stioned on ~he ground of its being lik~ly 
See Capta.i.D Pottingerslet~r to encouraoe those who never mtended to Immolate themselves to feicrn 

toth August, and Mr. Elphtn- 1 · 0 d 1 fi h · · . 0 
stone's instructions 14th of Au- a r~so ?t10n to o. so, mere y or t e purp?se of obtammg the pension, 
gu.st; Bombay inst. 18, and whilst 1t was not hkely to shake the resolution of those whose faith in 
Deccan circular 27th Novem- the efficacy of the sacrifice was confirmed. The system was the1·efore 
ber 181g, and Cons. 3d of Au- abolished. 
gust and sth October 182,1. 

In communicating the rules adopted by this government; specifying the instances 
where a discretion in interfering in these ceremonies was allowed to the -local 
authorities, it has been repeatedly intimated to the magistrates that it was desirable 

Inst. aoth of Oct. to throw every impediment in the way of self-immolation, which could be introduced 
tSi3o consistently with the prejudices of the people. Bramioo were to be employed to 

use their influence in preventing suttees, and abctv-e all the attendance of the macris-
.trates has been considered inexpedient, as tending to give dignity to the ct::remo~y, _. 
and to render the merit of the sufferer more conspicuous. . 
- Had ~Ir. Giberne issued any threats, or denounced the forfeiture of his coun
tenance, favour or protection to those over wliom he had no c~ntrol, I should have 
considered it as an unwan·antable measure; but as there can be no doubt that 
suttees are enco'-1raged by the _presence of spectators, and especially of natives in 
the ~mptoy of govertlinent, and above all of Europeans, the expedient 1\lr. Giberne 
adopted for discouraging, but not positively prohibiting, his native functionaries 
from · a~tendin~ the ceiemony, seems to be not at variance with the spirit of our 
orders, whilst 1t appears to me to be so calculated to disseminate throughout his 
jurisdiction the utter abhorrence with which the practice is held by the British 
Government, and to .throw so powerful an impediment in the way of self-immo
lation ·by discountenancing it, that instead of expressing any disapprobation of his 
conduct in this instance, I would suggest to the consideration of every other magis
trate the expediency of promulgating the same orders, authorizing the attendance 
onlv of those police officers whose duty it is to prohibit and to prevent a compulsory 
im~ohition. The. :firmness and resolution of many a female would sink at the 
hour of trial, were they not upheld and encouraged by the applause and approba-
tion, or by the mere presence of spectators. . 
~he recognition of the Bengal circular of the 2gth of April1813, had, I think, 

better be avoided. Those rules, if I mistake not, except in respect to their pro
hibitory provisions, have been suspend~d by our orders of the 5th of October 181g, 
\vhilst the resolution of the 24th of February 1 822, distinctly notices that the 
regulations and orders applicable to the Bengal provinces regarding suttees might 
be mischievous in the Deckan. . , 

• There is this marked difference in the policy pursued by the two governments 
for the purpose of checking suttees. The supreme Government has promulgated 
circular orders, containing as well a recognition of the ceremony as a prohibition 
against its compulsory performance. The Bombay government has, on the con
trary, (except in the instance of the form in which the pile wa:) to be constructed, 
and in respect to which I now regret that we interfered at all) kept the recog· 
nitionary principle of the law entirely in the back ground, and prominently brought 
forward and enforced its prohibiting provisions. It has seized every opportunity of 
discountenancing the custom of throwing impediments in the way of its performance, 
of disseminating an impression throucrhout the country that though we did not pro
hibit suttees, in deference to the prej~dices of the Hindoos, we yet viewed it with 

·abhorrence, and have denounced a compulsory performance of the ceremony as 
a criminal .offence. The effects have been equallv remarkable; it has gradually 
declined in the old and new provinces dependent on Bombay, but seems stationary 
under those of Bengal. · 

No member of the Board is more convinced than I am of the wisdom of that 
policy which has distinouished the commence~ent, the progress, and the foundation 
of the British ascendan~y in India, of admitting the freest religious toleration, and 
with one exception, a no less uncontrolled toleration of the prejudices and ~ere
mouials of the natives. The exception has reference to practices of a sangumary 
and revolting nature, which thoucrh not enjoined, may yet be countenanced by the 
doctrines of the Hindoo relicrion.

0 
There is a wide difference, however, between 

' 0 
toleratincr the relicrion and the inhuman customs of a nation which form no part of 

0 0 th the sacramental elements of that relioion. It would be too much to expect at 
Jhe bramins· should themselves come f~rward to. propose an entire pro?ibition of 
suttees; but I- think tl1ere is eddence sufficient, from the manner in -n·h1ch all the 

· · ( ( di,courarrements . ( .. ~ 
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discouragements and impediments we have opposed to its performance have been 
met, and in many tnstances promoted by the bramins, that tney wish it, anu would 
hail as a boon any ~teps we might pursue towards the attainment of that object. It 
is impossibl~ that the great -majority of Hindoos view the custom with any degree 
of approbatiOn. • ' I 

The collector of Ahmednyggur 'has reported that from information obtained from 
s~v~ral very respectable ~ramins, he was almost satisfied that the exercise of a very 
tnflmg degree of authonty would put a stop to suttees, and that he anticipated 
a very good effect towards checking it from the undisguised manner in which they 
had expressed the abhorrence and disapprobation of the p~:actice. Our discoun
tenancing the practice is believed to have been the re·al ca~:Jse of its unfrequency in 
Guzerattee. · ') . ~ · 
· No magistrate has discouraged .,t more than Mr. Marriott, and he has entitely 
abstained, in the exercise of a discretion, vested in all in that respect, from circu .. 
lating either the Bengal circular, or the rules for the construction of the pile, and 
suttees have nearly disappeared in the northern Conkan. · · 
· It is on .these grounds then I would propose, in confi'rming the grant in this 
instance, to refer Mr. Giberne to the ~rders abolishing the system of pensions, and 
to withhold ·the disapprobation of the injunction he issued to his native func
tionaries, and above all the recognition of the Bengal circular order, dated the 29th 
of April 1813, for by the Bengal resolutiou of the 30th July t8tg, the Governor 
General in Council has expressed an apprehension that the greater confidence with 
which the people perform the dte under. the sanction ol-government, as implied or 
avowed in the circular orders already in force,· combined with .the exciterqent of 
religious bigotry, by a continued agitation of the question, may hav~ tended td 
auoment rather than to diminish the frequency of ~hese sacrifices. · · · 
~ The order issued by Mr. Giberne is by no means so decided an interference as 
bas been practised by other magistrates, and approved of by the government: If 
the native functionaries, among whom there are many bramins, obtain information 
that the magistrate's conduct bas been disapproved of, we incur the risk of dissemi
nating an impression that the present government bas no di~position to discourag·e, 
but every disposition to sanction suttees. · • 

(signed) F. Warden. 

MINUTE by the Governor, subscribed by the Commander-in-Chief ·and 
Mr. Goodwin. 

I coNTINUE in the opinion I formerly gave upon this point. I shall not here 
enter at length upon so extensive a subject as that of putting an end to the shockiug 
usage of SJ.!ttee; all are agreed as to this object, though. our sentiments diffe~ as to. 
the means best calculated for its accomplishment. Independent of my desire to 
deny to collectors and magistrates the right of exercising their discretion upon any 
point on which gov~r~ment has gi~en defined orders, I consid.er the threats of l?ss 
of favour, and of wntmg down thetr names, made by Mr. G1berne to the nat1ye 
public servants, to have been a measure calculated either to have excited them to 
a sacrifice of their personal interests to su~rstitious feeling, or if they withheld 
themselves from the suttee fron;t a dread of punishment, to have degraded them 
with their own sect, and consequently to have diminished the benefit that might 
hereafter be dedved from their influence and example. · 

Circumstances have given me many opportunities of witnessing the effect o[ 
·different courses- adopteq to diminish· and ultimately abo~ish suttees, and I am 
. satisfied this is only to be done by acting upon the,goo4 feehng and attachr:nent, not 
the weakness and timidity, of the natives over whom we have control and mfluence. 
'Vhen these view the painful emot~o~s with which we witness and allow •t~em to 
join in such scenes, they 'Yi!l appreciate the sacrifi~e w~ mak~ from o~r des!re not 
to offend against their rehg10n and customs, and It wlll become the1r obJect. to 
conciliate that favour and respect on which they are. so dependent, by exerting 
themselves to. prevent the recurrence of an usage so abhorrent to ou.r feelings. 
When they co-operate with us on such principles we may·expe~t success m accom~ 
plishing this end,. not before. 

(signed) J. lffalcolm. 

BOMBAY. 
~ 

No. 36. 
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No. 73 of 1828. 
To the· Collector and Magistrate 'Of Candeish: 

. Sir,. . . 
· I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d of October, 

reporting the •steps you took to prevent a suttee, and recommending the grant of 
a pension of rupees seven per month, which you promised to the widow; and to. 
~ntorm· you that.the Governor in Council sanctions the pension promised by you. . 
. 2. Your s~ccess in preventing a s~ttee ma~es it a subject ~f regret that any of 
the ~teps ~-hich you took to' effect that obJect should be disapproved ; but the, 
~hreats whiCh you held out to the native officers of your department are neither 
authorized by the letter nor spirit of the Bengal circular order of the 29th of April 
181 S· ':Vhatever further measures are adopted to discourage this shocking usage 
shopld be the proclaimed acts of Government, and as such fully understobd by its .. 
$Ubjects. The Governor i~ Council· cannot allow the collectors and magistrates 
a latitude as to the' expedients their feeling or their judgment may prompt, otherwise. 
the consequence would be confusion and alarm on points on which the government 
is desirous td inforin and tranquillize. 
. 3· Independently of these general considerations, the Governor in Council 
entertains particular objections to the proceedh1gs taken by you. The threats of 
loss of favour and· of writing down their names made by yon to the native public 
servants, seem to the Governor in Council calct,llated either to have excited them to 
a sacrifice -of their personal .interests to superstitious feeling, or if they withheld · 
themselves from the suttee from a dread of punishment, to have degraded·them. 
~ith their own sect, and consequently to· have diminished the benefit· that might. 
hereafter be derived from their .influence and example. . . , . 
, 4· The object which the Governor in Coun~il has so much at -heart to diminish 
at:Jd 1,1ltimately abolish sutt~es; is,_ he is satisfied, only to be attained by acting upon 
~he good feeling and attachment, not the weakness and timidity of the natives over 
whom we have control and influence. · When these view tqe painful emotions with 
';Vhich we witness and allow them to joi_n irr such scenes, they will appreciate the, 
sacrifice-we q~ake from our desire not to offend against their religion and customs,_ 
and,it will become their objec,t to conciliate that favour and respect on which they 

. ai·e so• depende~t, by exerting themselves to prevent the recurrence of an usage so · 
· abhorr.ent to our feelings. 'When they co-operate with u·s on 1mch principles we 

may expect success in accomplishing this end, not before. · · · _ . 

: , . Bombay Castle,·· } 
:_ 13th January 1828. 

, I have, &c. 
(signed} C. Norris, · 

Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT,, Bombay Judicial Consultations, the 20th February 1828. ·. 
' . 
. Extract from the Official Report of Mr. J. B. Simson, l\fagis"trate of the Nortb'crn , 

· · Concarr, dated the 31st January 1828. 

IT gives me great satisfaction that tam fnabled to report that not a single s'uttee 
has occurred in this zillah during the above period. Indeed two years have eJapsed 
since this net of self-immolation has been practised, and I ·attribute t~e discon- -
tiriuance of the barbarity to the stroJ?g injunctions issued by Mr. Mamott on the 
cession· of the Northern Conc~n to the British government • 

. . 
. Sent in reply the following Letter. 

To the Collector in the Northern Concan • 
. Sir, . 

. I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo., 
r~porting on the state of your zillah for last year, and, in reference to _the scco~d 
paragraph, to convey the instructions of the honourable the .Governor m ~ouncJ1, 
that you will report the measure which· Mr. I\farriott adopted, or obtamed tha 
adoption of, in regard to suttees. 1 have the honour to be, 1 

· ' 

Bombay Castle, } 
J oth February 18~. t 

(signed) . C. Norris, 
Secretarv to Government. 

' ' .. 
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EXTRACT, Bombay Judicial Consultations, the 12th March 1828. BOMBAY. 
.. . '----v---,/ 

Extract ft;om the official Report of 1\Ir. P. Stewart,' the first assistantto the 
.Magistrate of Broach iu charge, dated the 25th February .t 828. 

There were no suttees in th.is year. 

EXTRACT, Bombay J~dicial Consultations, 2d April1828. 

. From J. B. Simson~ Esq., .c9llector of the, Northern· Concan, to Mr. ~cting 
., . . Secretary Gardiner; Igth March 18~ 8. 

• · Sir,. · 
I HAVE the h_onour to .acknowledge the receipt of your letter. of the 16th of la~t 

month, requiring to know the measures adopted by Mr •. Marriott in regard to 
suttees. 

No. 26 • 

2. In respectfully requesting a referen~e to the cort~espondence of the dates re~ 
spectively quoted in the margin*, I may observe generally, that Mr. Marriott's • No dates en th · 
chief .object appears to 'have been to abstain scrupulously from any discussion with record. 

'respect to the legality ot· otherwise of these ceremonies, while at the same time he 
rigorously enforced all the forms enacte~ .\Jy .. the~iormer government when they 
operated as restraints; thus leading the people to a general opinion that these bar~ 
barities were barely tolerated by, the British Government, and that they would not 

. be permitted· ·where any circumstance presented itself by which such an. act· might 
. be forbidden or· avoided ; indeed I might say that he endeavoured to impress a be-
lief upon the natives. that the ceremony was not allowed by us. · 

3· ·In pursuance of this plan he declined to make known the substance of the 
printed work containing extracts of proceedings of Nizamut Adawlut,- in Bengal, 
dated 2gth April 1813, accompanying the instructions of the 5th October 1818, or 
the resolutions of the supreme government dated the 30th July 1819 : or the cor:. 
respondence accompanying Mr. Secretar.v Farish's letter of the 8th of May 01824, 
respecting the ~eceut proceedings at Poona, which terminated in the pile being 
required to be constructed in a certain form, and of particular materials. So care~ 
ful indeed was Mr. Marriott to prevent any impression going abroad tQat the 
Government had legislated upon the subject of suttees, and legaljzed the ceremony, 
that the correspondence which passed was . not even placed on record ; and the 
original documents have been to this day retained in the immediate' charge of·tlte 
collector. · 

4· I have followed, without deviation, that part of my predecessor's policy which 
aids the belief that the ceremony of doing suttee is not legislated upon ; but on an 
occasion· which happened nearly three years ago, I 'took no notice of it, ~I though 

. the sanction of thi!l, department had not been applied for, in· which pet·haps I acted 
differently to what 1\fr. Marriott would have considered his duty; but I deemed 
the danger of agitating the question greater than what might be dreaded from the 
ceremony passing unnoticed, although pefformerl without that permission, which is 
indispensably necessary to its legality· by the custom of the country. .. . 

'5· Since the above, one suttee only has occurred, and· another female has been 
dissuaded fmm her resolution to sacrifice herself. I am not aware that the practice· 

· ever · p:ev~iled · !~· a great extent; this may be accounted f?r in part by so fe~ 
Bl'ahmms mhabtttng the northern Concan. I have not the slightest doubt that It 
might be forbidden altogether in this zillal:t without the smallest danger ; but the 
instances of its occurring are so very few, that such prohibition is almost s~perfluous; 
while, if issued, too· much precaution cannot be had that the ~rahmms are not 
made simultaneously acquainted with the existence df such an injunction; its ope
ration being left tq the discretion of the local European· officers, and to be e~e~ted 
as if emanating from themselves. · . · ' · 

'I have the honour, &c: · 

Tawnu N.C. Zillah :Magistrate's Office,}, (signed) J. B. Simson, 
. 1gth March 1828. Zillah 1\fagistrate • 

. 178· 
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No. 599 of 1828. 

Fro~ Mr. Acting Secretary Gardiner to J. B. Simson, Esq., collector in the 
Northern Concan; 29th l\:Iarch 1828, 

Sir, 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the tgth instant 

reporting the measures adopted by your predecessor regarding suttees, and which 
· .have been followed by you; and to inform you that the Honourable the Governor 

in Council -approves of your measures and suggestions. 

' 

· Bombay Castle, } 
· 29th March 1828; 

I have the honour:M'&c. 

(signed) 'F. G. Gardiner, 
Acting Secretary to Governm'ent ... 

·'~-~----_..._-__,.... _ __,_ ___ ~------:-------.---
. . . EXTRACT, Bombay Judicial Consultations, the 1-4th l\f!ly 182 8. 

: Extraet·frQm· the official Report of Mr. J. R. Reed; collector and magistrate 
' · of the Southern Concan, dated the 25th March 1·828. 

· · T:H:E ·~umber.o.f suttees· within this· year was 27 . 
.... •._ • • . ' '..' .l • : \ 

. : The number of suttees,. I am. happy to report, is below the averaae of the past 
)ears ... ~y(!ry attpntion is. paid to the. enfor~emeht of the P?onah rul~s; and. I am -
,confident that. not on.e of the~e sacnfices Is performed w1thout a full unbtassed 
acquies~ence on the ,par~ of the victim. It is gratifying to o~serve in most case~, 
that ~very inflqence is exerted by the relatives of the wretched women to induce 
t~~rn to. forego their determinat~on. · 
J' 

EXTRACT, Bombay J u4icial Consultations, dated 21st May 1828. 

E~tract from· the official Report .of Mr. ,V, Stubbs, collector and ;Magistrate 
. of Sura,t, dated the gth of .May 1828. . . 
~ .. . . . 

. E"·]. JI.i vk the pleasure to state that no suttee has occurred in this zillah during th~ 
last ·year. · · . . . , 

.... '' ... 
EXTRACT, 1lombay Judicial Consultations, 4th J®e 1828. 

To the Collector and. Magistrate of P_oona. 
Sir,·. 

No. 6o. l AM: directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to 
To the collector _and ma~i- request you will report the number of suttees which has annually 

strate of Poona, calln~g on h1m taken place in your collectorate durin a the last four years. 
to reP.ort the number of sutte~s. · · · · o 
which had annually taken place. I have &c. &c. 
in his collectorate ~uring tb~ ' 
last four years. · (signed) T. G. Gardiner, 

Bomba,y ·Castle,}: Acting Secretary to Government • 
. 3d J~pe I S28. . . ·. 

. Similar reference to the coll.ector of Ahmednuggur and Kandisl;t, and the prin~ 
cipal collector of Dharwar. 
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EXTRACT Bombay Judicial Consult~tions, nth June 1828. 

From AI~xander Bell, Esq. Cri?linal Judge of Kaira, to· Mr. Acting Secretary • 
. Gardmer, 22d May 1828. · · ·. · -

Sir • 
' I HAVE the honour herewith to anne:x:, at the express r~quest of the senior assi~t-

ant criminal Judge at Broach, copy of a letter, with its accompaniment, from that 
officer to my address, dated the 13th instant, .and request yoq '''ill do me the fa.vo~t· 
to lay it b~fore the honourable the Go,·ernor in Council. · 

I have, &:c. 
. Kaira Court of Adawlut:l · 

· 229 May 1828. J 
(signed) A. Bell, · . · 

. Criminal Judge:· 

From G. C. \Vroughton, Esq., senior assistant' criminal Judge at Broach, 
to Alexander Bell, Esq., criminal Judge of Kaira, 13th May -1828. 

Sir, 
A soMEWHAT incorrect account of a suttee that took place at. Broach on the 

22d of l~st month having appeare~ in the Gazette . of the 7th instant, I do myself 
the honour of submitting a statement of the circumstance as it really occurred, 
which I shall feel obliged by your laying before. the. honourable the Governor in 
Coun~il, as well for my own satisfaction as with a view to enable Government to 
call upon the editor to publish an amended account should the case appear to 
require it. In order to facilitate reference I annex a copy of the case as published .. 
in the Gazette. · · · 

Dowlutraee Dessaee, the husband of the poor infatuated being in qu~stlon, died ~n 
the night of the 21St instant, and the circumstance'of his death was reported to me 
early on the following morn_ing by my foujdar, as also his wife's intention of burning 
with the body. Directly on receiving the intellig{lnce I lost no time in requiring 
the attendance of two or three of the most respectable shastrees to be mtt with 
in the city, for the purpose of ascertaining how far the circumstance~ of the case 
were in direct conformity with the rules prescribed by their own law; and whether 
any objections founded on the religion of the party, or at variance with established, 
usage, offered themselves, which would authorize my, prohibiting the ceremony alto
gether. Unfortunately, however, none were forthcoming ;· and as a last n·so.urce 
I proceeded in person to the woman's house, for the purpose of trying how far 
persuasions would avail to induce her to forego her intention; every argument that 
suggested itself, both as· related to herself and the interests of her family, was made 
use of in the hope of shaking her· resolution, but I regret to say, as in all othe1· in
stances, without effect; she continued firm in her resolve, and all illtercessions 
provipg fru{tless, l had no other alternative than to grant the permission required, 
with what reluctance I .trust I need not mention. The woman herself, her relations, 
and indeed all parties were then most anxious that the sacrifice should Le con
summated at the spot ordinarily resorted to tor .the purpos~ of burning their de_ad; 
as, however, it appeared that on. the last occasion the parties concerned had been 
·compelled by Mr. Romer, then judge, to pass over to the island situated on the. 
south front of the city, in order to the performance of a similar ceremony, I would 
not hear of any deviation from that rule in the present instance; and after a few 
~ruitless attempts to induce me. to withdraw the restriction, they ultimately passed 
over to the spot I had. pointed out to them. · 
. . 3· U porr the procession reaching the opposite bank I went over myself, iyt order to 
be at hand in case any compulsory measures should be resorted to, and w1tp a view 
of preventing any deviation from the rules laid down iri the shaster, as regarded the 
formation of the pile e.nd other particulars. This latter duty I intrusted most 
particularly to the two shastrees alluded ·to iri the former part of mY. let~er, ~hom 
I warned of the serious consequences to all concerned of over-stt•pping, m any the 
slightest respect, the bounds prescribed by law. A suspicion of the woman bc:ing 
pregnant having arisen whilst she was going through the preliminary prepar~uon, 
I even teinp~rarily suspended my' permission ·.till the trut.h could be asc~rtatn~d; 
but on its bemg proved· unfounded, I had no further plea for delay, and thmgs were 
allowed to take their course. , ' . 

4· \Vith •rgard to the'conclusion of this awful spectacle, I ~an only adQ that all 
1 7 8: · K k 3 . • , , matters 

No. 41. 
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BOMBAY.. matters connected with th~ ceremony ~ere conducted in the most regular manne1·; . 

~ and the poor woman, so far from bemg deterred from her resolution, or showing 
• a wish to avoid death on its nearer approach, herself, witli her, own hand, set fire . 

to the pile, out of ~ompassion I believe for the feelings of her son, who confessed 
hims~lf uc.equal to the task; The firmne~s and deter~ina~ion displayed on the . 

. occa~IOn were wo~thy of a bette1· cause. · So far from an mfimte crowd having been 
present, as stated m the paper, the concourse of persons assembled to witness the 

. scene! actors fnclus!ve, co~ld no~ have e~ceeded. 150 in number, owing probably t~ 
· the,d1fficulty experienced m gettmg across the nvet·. · · · 

5, I ought not to omit 'obs,erving, that the relations and friends of the deceased, 
and indeed many of the respectable people in Broach, united most cot~dially with 
~yself in· endeavouring to prevail upon her to continu~ in life; if only for the sake 
of her relations and friends, though ~ith how «littl7 effect the resul~ has ~~own. 

6. 1 have referred to the passage m the Sumuchar paper, of whtch tlie statement 
in the Gazette is a translation, and I do not observe ·any unusual emphasis to 

· have beeen laid upon the sentence 'he gav~ permission,' which could authorize the 
editor. to insert those' words in capital letters, consequently that gentlGman has 
exceeded his office as a faithful translator, by printing the sentence in a form cal-· 
culated to give it more weight than it was intended to bear in the original.· .This 

. editorial aberration has,. however, probably 'been induced by an excess of surpri~e, 
·.natural enough to a person .unacquainted with the rules by which the conduct of 
· public functionaries is regulated in respect to such matters, and au jgnorance of the 
fact; that by the Jaw of the parties themselves the' permission of the ruling authority 
is required before any sqttee can legally take plac,e; so that, consequently, to with
hold permission when applied for would ·be yirtually to annul the privilege alto-

. gether. That such a pro~ibition might be promulgated with the most perfect. 
safety, and to the effectual prevention of the practice in question, I have little 

. doubt; but so long as the local 'authorities ai·e withheld from exercising such 
a power, •occasions must and will occur when individuals, being both Englishmen 

· and Christ_ian~, must, provided public duty requi'res it, even give their sanction to 
'. the perpetration of a sutteet with what gratification· to their own feelings is another 
0question. Though the autlto1· of the original passage in the Sumac bar is unknown, 
it is apparent, from sundry idiomatic peculiarities in the composition, that he belongs . 

. to the caste of 'parsees, . a circumstance which . in itself ·accounts for the inaccuracy 
·of the relation, . · ' · 

I beg to' concluoe by observing that ,it would be highly gratifying to me would 
·Government be pleased to require the editor to publish a more faithful ·narration 
·of facts than the childish one already before the public. 

I have, &c. 
\ 

(signed) G. C. TJT1·oughton, 
Senior Assistant Judge. 

, · · · Senior Assistant } 
.. ; Criminal Judge'~ Court at B~oach, 
' · 13th May 1828. . 

c . ' 

Accm:iN.T of a Suttee at Broach. From the Bombay Sumachar of the 28th April. 

; · ,A· LETTER has been received from Broach, dated the 22d instant, in which the 
foU'owing particulars are given : A respectable' desaee of Broach, named Dowlut 

. Rajee, departed this·life on the night of the 21s~, aged So years; his body was 
carried to be burned on the 22d; his wife accompanied it for the purpose of 

·:becoming a suttee. Persons. went to obtain permission of the ~~thorities, whereo~ 
the judge of the Adawlut asked them for what reason she was gomg to burn herself; 
Afterwards the judO'e of the Adawlut coming himself into the desaee's house, askea 
'his '"·ido'w why she r,was. going to burn herself, and recommended her to change her 
~n!entio:.1. To this she gave the f~llowing answer: :' ~ have fi~mly resolved t? ta~e 
thxs step; and even should you withhold ·your pernnsswn, I will put my des1gn m 
execution." The judge' then inquired whether this act-had been before done at that 
place, to wl:lich he received for reply, that it bad been done in the time of Mr. Romer; 
upon this he gave permission. . The wo~an accordingly died, this ?ay, having burned 
herself with her husband's corpse; .the JUdge! the collectors ass1sta~t, and several 
other gentlemen, were present at the spectacle; and the crowd of native~ assembled 
io witness it '-''as·infinite, · · · · 

{True copy.) · 

. . (signed) G. C. Wroughto~1, 
Judge~ 
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No .. ggo of 1828. 
. . 

From 1\tfr . .Acting Secretary Gardiner to Alexander Bell, Esq. Criminal Judge 
of Kaira. 

No. 42. 

SiJ·, 6th June 1828. 
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of. your letter of 'the 22d ultimo, with 

its' enclosures, and to request you will inform Mr. W rough ton that the honourabl~
ihe Governor in Council is quite satisfied with the correctness of his conduct through
out' the proceedings connected with the suttee which took place at Broach ; but 
that further the Governor in Council sees no reason· for interference in the case, 
Mr. \Vroughton 'bejng at liberty to submit his o~n account of the transaction to the 

·editor of the Gazette or ihe CourJer for publication, if h~ thinks proper. · ' 
This ,ilCCount, however, is only to go to ~orrect facts that are exaggerated or mis

stat~d. 1\fr. \Vroughton can neither be authorized nor permitted to publish the 
. crude opinion which his limited experience leads him to express, that suttees might 

be prohibited with the rnost perfect safety. A public officer is right in stating his 
sentime~ts .to government; but auth,erity to publish them would imply concurrence 
in their correctness, or the admission of his right to arraign a principle upon which 
his superiors have acted. 1 h & · · . ave, c •. 

Bombay Castle,} 
6th June 1828. 

(~igned) J, G. Gardiner.. , 
·Acting Secretary. 

EXTR4CT Bombay Judicial Consultations,. ~he gth July 1828. 

Read a Letter from the Honourable the Cou.rt. of Directol's, dated the No. 61. 
12th December 1827. · 

t'o rema1'k. 

' . 'fo be communicated to all the judges and collectors under 
. this presidency, with intimation that gorernment cannot 
·sanction any declaration of forfeiture of caste being issued 
by any public officers, or under the authority of government, 
in any case whatever. · 

No re.mark. 

• 
178. •. 

' , 

Resolution. 

Letter dated 12th December t8!il7: 
Para. 1. ~oticing date of last despatch. 
2. Noticing seve1-al despatches about sut· 

. tees, which it proposed to answer. 
3· Notices the occurrence of a suttee in 

the Sou~hern Conkan, contrary to the written 
Hindoo law, but in accordance with the 
custom ; and concur with government in 
thinking that Mr. Sparrow showed great 
prudence and judgment in forbearing to 
punish the offenders. . • 

4· Notices the account of the suttee at 
Poonah, attended with circumstances of pe· 
culiar horror and cruelty. . 

5· Regrets that the principal offenllcrs 
could not be punished, the acts of which 
they were found guilty not being mentioned 
iu the' Shastree as crimes; at the same time 
tl1at they observe with satisfaction that a 
proclamation has been issued, announcing· 
that such Cl'imes will be punished as mur
ders~ 

6. Notice the proceedings of ~overnment 
in framing new rules for regulatmg the act 
of suttees. 

7, .The co~rt cannot sanction any sort of 
declaration of forfeiture of .caste by any 
public officers, or under the authonty of 
governmeqt. . 

8. With that exception, the Court sanctions 
the. adoption of new rules regarding sut· 
tees; · 

g. The Court, jg gratified to observe that 
in little more than two montl1s afte1· the in
troduction of the new ruleR, six widows 
wel'e induced to give up their intention of 
sacrificing themselves; and that when two 
months were elap~ecl, n~ suttee. had taken 
place ip Poouah smce 1h1s adopuon. 

10. The 



·264 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORR£SPONDENCE 

10. The zeal and humanity of Captain -1 
Robertson, in endeavouring to diminish the 
practice of self~immolation, entitled to the 
Court's full approbation. .· . 

To be communicated to Captain Robertson. 

. 11. F.orward eopy , of. their despatch to } 
the supreme government, ·of the 115th July 
1827, on the subject of suttee. . · No remark. 

·.NAMES. 

• 
. ' . . 

For 1825-6 
( 

for 1827 ~ 
· Gangabye -
: 
' 

J 

" 

' 
.. 

EXTRACT. Bombay Judicial Consultations, the 3d December 1828. 

[Here is entered.the Summary of the Bengal Returns lor the years 1825 and i826, 
as contained in the Bengal papers whirb were communicated to the Bombay 
and Madras Governments, with a letter from Mr. Secretary Shakespilr, dated 
the 28th February t8<J8.] · . 

1
' · 

\ 

Sir; 
.From the ColleCtor of Ahmednuggur, dated 13th June 1828. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt-of your letter of the 3d instant. 
The office record§ do not afford the means of reporting the number of suttees 

in 1824. . ; · · · 
A return for the three by-past years is forwarded herewith. 

, I have the honour- td be , 
'Collector~s. Office, Ahmednuggur,} 

. . 13th June 1828. . . 
(signed) H. J, Lumsden, 

:• Magist~ate. 

REPORT--of the Numbe~ of Hindoo Women ~ho had Burnt themselves on the 
· · Funeral Piles of their Husbands in. the Zillah of Ahmednuggur, during the 

· · o three years of _1825, 1826 and 1826. 
- •. 

• 
Place Name and Caste · Date Where, . 

Age. Caste.•· of of or and in what REMARE:B. 
Residence • the Husband. Burning. :Police Jurisdiction. 

. - . :.. . - .. . - None. 
'' 

.. 
·1 Dec. Nassick, under • • every endeavour cal .. ·so Brahmin Nassick • Cruslnabhut 

S~owchey,brah~ 18~8. Ahmednuggur. culated to soothe the 
tnlD, I • enthusiasm of the de .. 

ceased was resorted to, 
but without success; 
it is however proba~ 
ble that a prohibition 
might not have given 
dissatisfaction. Another 

- woman's friends applied 
for leave ; my assistant 

I ... declined to give leave, 
and referl'ed them to 
me; they never came 

' to apply, and the affair 
( . did not take place. 

.. I 

Ahmednuggur, · . } 
Ma~istra~e·s Office, 13 June ~82lt 

(signed) H. J. Lum5den. 



.. . . ·' 
RELATI'VE TO .. HINDOO WIDOWS, · 

From the Collector of Khandish, dated' 25th June 1828.· 
·sir, 

' . t .• 

.B<?MBAY. \.---.... --..J 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant 

. requiring me to report •the number of suttees which ·has annually taken place in thi~ 
collectorate·during the. last four years. : · 

In reply I beg you will inform the honourab~e the Governor in Council, that 
· 'Tn 1824 there was · 1 Suttee. 

1825 ] 
1826 ~ 2 
1H27~ • -~ .... "6·-·~ .. ""! 

) 

Total: 10 Suttees •.. 

Candeish, Collector's Office,} 
25th June ·1828. · 

I have the honour 'to be, . 
I .~ .. ·.- .~ 

. (signed) Ged Giberne. 

F~om the Acting Collector of Poonah, dated 2st~ J.une 1828. 
ffi~ • . 

·I HAVE· the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 3d instant, 
and to for~ard s.tatements of the number or' suttee~. wh~c~ have ~nnu~lly taken 
place in the collectorate during the last three years. · · 

2. In 1824 there were no· suttees. · 
I have .the honour to ·be, 

1\fagistrate's Office,. Poonah,} .. 
25th June 1828. · 

(signed) ~ Richard l'rfills, 
A~t' Collr and Magtc . 

• ··, .. 

'. 

NNUAL REPORT of the Numbe~.of Hindoo. 'Vomen who.have Burnt themselves on the Ftm~ral 
Piles of their Husbands, in th~ Zillah of l?oonah, during the year 1 825 •. 

•' ' . . 

. .. 
. . 

ro. NAMES. AGE. CASTE. Place of Residence. 
.. - ... . . 

I 
Yenrs,: 

1. Chirnabaee . about 6s 0 Desust Brahmin City of Poonah 
' ' 

: 

2. 1\futhoorabacee about 50 Cocnust. Brahmin . I)o .. . 

3· . Bag~r theo about 40 . Desust Brahmin Cowley, village 
Bace. Turup Punbul. 

. . 
. . ' 

4· Anundee Bace about 65 Desust ~rahmin Cusba Warra, 
. . pergud~l!:ll , .. ' 

I Khan. 
'·. 

;, 

5· Jumna Japser about 55 Rathoel Jollee • City of Patna 

' 

Ll 

Name and Caste of 
the Husband. 

Luxoomun Bhe· 
rerow, desust 
brahmin. .. 

Gunnoba Josa, 
coenust brahmin. 

Khundemo Shoee-
p~t, desust brah· 
~1111 • 

Sinsba Naik, de-
su~~ .l?,r~hll!~n. 

Mahadar ass, ra. 
· thoel tellee. 

' (signed) 

4' 

Dat~ Where, and in what Police 
of Burn!n~: . Jurisdiction • 

'1825: 
6 June • ~ at j)oonah, in tho 

zillah magistrate's juris· 
diction • 

.. 

1!1 do ... dO ••' .. do, 

15 July • - at Cowley, village 
Turup Panbul, in .the 
zillah magistrate's juris-
dicton • 

25 Aug. • • at Cusba Warra, 
... pergunnah Khaire, in 

t~e zillah magistrate's 
jurisdiction. 

5 Oct. • • at Poonah, in the 
zillah magistrate'~ juris-
diction. 

Rickard Mjlls, 
Acting Magistrate. 

• 



ANNUAL REPORT of the Number of Hindoo '\Vomen who have Burnt themselves on the Funeral Piies:of their Husbands, in the Zillah of ·Po6nah. 
.. . . . . ,• d~;ing' the year 1826. ' · 

-~~j NAMES. . ' 
AGE.· , 

... 

' 
• .Radhabace 1. . . 40 

-.. 
.2. Coosabace . . 40 

• 
... 
3· Salvobace . .. '6o 

:Magistrate's Office, Poonah,} 
28th April1827. . 

CASTE. Place of lteside11ce. 

Coenust Brahmin • City of Poonah 

. ' . 
· Coenust Bl'abmin · • City of Poonah · 

Curada Brahmin - City of Poonah 

N am~ ~ncl Cast~ o£ the .,: Date 
,. Husband. of B~rning. 

Where, and in what Polite 
J uri&diction • 

. . 
- Abba Somun; coenust- 19 April1SJU> -.. -at Pconah, in the 

brahmin.. · · zillah magistrate's jQ"!_ 
i · risdiction:. 
I 

' 

- Govbtd Bhut. Velun- 7De~ •. 1826 .. - d0 
-

kur,.coenust brahmin• l 
I ..-I t' 

I 

-· .. B~poo Mogey, curada 1 Mar· i.S2o· 
brahmin. · 

.... d" - • f,io 

(signe<l) 

~·----~----------~~----------------

REMARKS.· 

:Rickard !l!ills, 
Acting Magistrate. 

ANNUAL REPORT of the Number of Hindoo. Women who have Burnt themselves on . the Funeral Piles of their Husbands, in the Zillah of Poonah, 

No. N.Al\iES. 

-
1. 

2. 

Luxemee Bacee . 
' 

gurrosuthe Bacee -

Magistrate's Office, Poonah,} 
31st Jan. 1828. 

AGE. CASTE.· . 

25 Conust Brahmin 
. , 

52 - Ditto . 

during the year t82i- · 

Place of Residence. 
Name and Ca,te of the 

Husband. 

'-

- City of Poonah . Daga Baeheju Abkan· 
'' ker, conust brahmin. 

. - Ditto . ~ Ballum Chut, conust 
brahmin• 

'l>ate · Where and in what Police 
UEMARKS. 

of Burning. Jurisdiction. • 

ra Nov. 1627 - -·at Po,mah, in the 
• zillah magistrate's ju~ 

risdiction. · 

27Dec. 1827 - d" . - d() 

" .. ' 

(signed) Richard .Mills, 
Acting Magistrates. 



.. ll.ELATIVE· TO HINDOO WIDOWS. 
' 

From the Acting Col1ector of Poonah~ dated 26th June 1828. 
Sir, 

·-~~~MBAY. 
v 

'V ITH reference to my letter of yesterday's date, handing up statements of suttees, 
I have the honour to enclose statement of &. ~mttee which took place in the Moholr. · 
talook, which was omitted. · · · · 

l\fagistrate's Office, Poonah,} 
26th June 1828. 

.I have th~ hono'ur to be, 

(signed) Ric/zard Mills1 

Act1 Magtc. 

)------------------- . : ' 

REPORT of. the Number of Hindoo '\Vomen who have been burnt themselves--
&n the Funeral Piles of their Husbands, in the Zillah of Poonah,· during the 

.last four years, 1824, 1825,1826 and 18~7. 

Place Name and Caste Date Where, 

of of the . oC and in what 
No.· NAMES. Age. Caste. ' Police 

ltesidence. liusbtnd. Durning. Jurisdiction. 

. .,_,.__. -· 

1 Luxoomee Bace About 30 1\Juratta • Cusba Bhosa, Degee Uuld 6th July ,;. •at CusA 
· or 35 years. turup ;M ohole. Narrope, lnU• t828. ba Bhosa 

ratta., in the zil·' 
lah magis· 

I trate'a ju· 
risdiction. 

. - 0 

-- • 

(1igned) Ric1t4 Mills, 

Acting Magistr~1te . 

• 

From the Principal·~ollector o~ Dharwar, -dated the 15th August 1828 . 

• 
Sir, 

IN compliance. with the desire contained in your letter, under date the 3d of June 
last, I have the honour to furnish a report of .the ·number of suttees which have 
taken place in this collectorate during the last four years. 

, I have the honour to be, 

Dharwar, } 
15th August 1822. 

(signed) J. Nisbet, . 
· Prindpai Collr. 

Remarks. 

' . 

Burnt with 
her own free 
wm. 



COMMUNICATIONS AND .CORRES'PONDENCE . I 

l' 

. REPORT of the Number. of :Hindoo \Vomen ·who have 'Burnt themselves on the Ft.iner~l 
Piles. of their Husbands, in the Zillah .of Dharwai·, during the las,t Four Years, from 1824 
to 1827.. . ; 

NA~S. 

Parintee Bace 

Jevoo Bace. 

Gunga Bace 

9ungawah · 

Balawah · .; 

. I 

~ 

-· 

,''' .• ,4· 

.. 
• I 

! 
~ Pla·ce of Reaide~ce. · 

NAME. DATE 
1 Age. Cusre, of the Husband, ofBuming. WHERE BURNT. 

\ 
( -t' '"" 

·about· 
go Rajpoot- Tegoor S~etar!lm ·- - 5April1824 - - Com)apoor, in thE 

' Darwar talook. 
f 

;' 48 Brahmin· ~a.dgee ~~suppa • 1 . d· - • • Bad~ee, in the Ra· 
, ... ~, .. neebedn~_or [1°. · 

. .... ) I 

Nowlgorod · ~ Sreedhur Print • 26 d0 

: '6~:··: · :·\i~ ... ~ -· Pachapo~r "· -- · ;· · iJ;wem ·Bh~t··· · ·· · ;3· .iu~e ~· · .. "-;:·~- Pat~hassoo;; i~ th~ 
r ' • i: · · ) : i· · · · : . , • Patchassoor d0

• 

~ ., ' 
55 Rambhut ·.; · 1 ·~ 

i .. 

:lo u. ' • Jemmapoor Appoo Row 

. ' .. 
I I 

;,,. l 

. ' 
20 Oct. .. ·- Chotasaleekeny~ i11 

the Badama d". 
----~-... ·.-~.- "'"' .. ,,.. 

5 Nov. ,;.. - • Jimmapoor, an enan 
vi1lage in th~ Hoogh· 
ly d0

, 

' ' .. ,·, . ' . ~ 

Rama Bace. · :;· ~; ~ 32 <i,o 
• . "', • ~ ,. l t • 1 , ' I 

Mes'cre~otta Sreessad Senkun 12 Dec. 7" • • Misereccotta, in the 
Miserecotta d0

, 

Munawah.; 

~:.,~ ;,; 
I ' , ~ 

. ~.:. .... 
(-. 

,· 

:.'' 

So 
; 

Goorlalt~swr Bbumapa Nail 15 d' !" - Goorlapoo;, in the 
Pursgurh d0

• 

' ! 

. Unnapoorra Bace. "· 55 ·d0 • Bagulh(\te - BheemijeePunt·· 6 Jan. 182s • • Bagulkotah, in the 
Bagulkotah d0

, 

J eevoo Bace 

Venkuwah 

Luchmee Bace • 

Kaweruwah 

V enkoo. Bnce 

Parwuttee .Bace 

Danamah .. 

Chunnawakeree 

~0 • ~ • .1"
0 

• Unkulgee • .: . • · · .Annee Bhut 

I; .• . I, 

l2 July ... Unkulgee, in the 
Patchapoor d0 

• 

60 d0 - Kulladagee . • Ramuppah " 13 dG - - - Kulladglwe, in the 
'Badama d0

• 

6o 

:.. . ~ .35 

• Bagulhotah .. Pursooram Punt 

. i t ·: r 

4 Dec. 1826 • • Bagulkotah, in the 
Bagulkotah d.,, 

. i 

- Seeseveenhully • Seenuppalt . • 23Mar.1827 • • Ingulgee, a village 
"' belonging to Chineh

neekur • 

-: 't!Jdhode ; 

.. ! .Meserecotta 
I ' 

... 

• Kristnassa 
l 

.. • . Shed hal Temmas~ 
soor, · in the Dar\var 

· talook. 

.. Vadraj Sunkur .. 14 July - -- Meserecotta, in the 
· ·' ' Meserecotta do. 

' . • \ ~ • J •• ./ ' 

. ; :·~omen who have Buried themselves with their Husbands: 

50 J ungam • Meserecotta • Chimuliab • 21 June 1825 ·- Meserecotta, in the 
Meserecotta d0 

• 

So Pun chum Gcereisagur Degumburruppa .. - Beolgee,in the Bee
gulcottah d0

• 

(signed) J. Nisbet, 
Principal Collector. 



RELATIVE TO .HINDOO \VIDOWS. 

MINUTE by tl~e Honourable. the Governor, dated 20th September, subscribed , 
. · to by the Board. . 1 • • • • 

· • 1 •. 1'h~ following .ap~ears ·to be t~e results of the preceding Reports on Sut~ees 
.J- wlthm the several dtstncts uncle~ this government. . · _ .· 

. . ' 

.. . 
DISTRICTS, 

l1t In In In 
18~4. 1825. 1826. '1827. 

1TOTAL,' 

- -
Concan, N orthem ,. - - - - - 1 1 1 - 3 ') . .. . . 

~·· ' . ' 

Concan, Southern .. . - .. ) - - '9.7 3~ ~s 9.7 4 114 
Kaira ,_ .. - - - . :" - . . - 1 - .. .. . 1 

Sura\ . - . .) - - - . . . 1 - .. . .. '1 

Broach - - .. - - - - . - ·- ·- - -
' 

.,. 
Ahmedebad .. . - - - .. .. 

' - - - - -
Poonah - - - .. - . ':' - . -- 6 3 9. 11 

Ahmednuggur - - .. - . ~ .; .. . . - - .. . 1 

Qandeish ... . - . - . - 1 1 9. ·6 10 
~ 

I 

Dharwar . .. - - .I" - - 8 4 1 4 17 
. . .. Total - ... . 158 

' 

·2. With the exception of the Southern Concan, the numb.er of suttees within the· 
year in any one distriCt is very inconsiderable, and far below the average shown in 
any district of the Bengal presidency, as given in Mr. Sliakespear's despatch· of 
the 28th ·February. · - · . · . 

3~ Copies of . the honourable· Court's despatches to this government of tlie 
12th December last, as also of their letter to Bengal of the 25th July, should, 
I think, be sent to all· collectors ·and magistrates under this presidency, in order 
that on any future occasion in which they may see reason to interfere m the case 
of suttees, they ·may abstain. from~ making any declaration as· to forfeiture of castes, 
as required in the 7th para. of the first-mentioned despatch. . 

.f. This subject has engaged much of my attention since my arrival in India·; and 
in private conference with some of the · most respectable Brahmins· at Poonah, 
I have earnestly entreated the active exercise of 'their influence, a~ being not only~ 
necessary to prevent our interference in any shape with their rites and usages, .but to · 
give strong ground for those among us who are disposed to defend them agains~ 
the attacks that inust co~tinue to .be made upon their religion and observ.ances as 
long as the practice of suttee prevails. · 

5· I have reason to be satisfied with the reports I have received from those with 
whom I ·communicated, of the impressions my sentiments pave made upon others, 
and ot their sense of the necessity of becoming the instrument of the reform of an 
usage which, however saqctioned by custom, ~s abhorrent to those xulers ,on whom 
they were dependent for favour and protection. One of the. most sensible of these 
Brahmins . solicited me to allow them to · endeavou~ to effect this object in their 
own way. · . · . 
. Their power, he said,·would be weakened; if not destroyed, ·jf they appeared as 

interested agents employed by government, instead of influential persons in their. 
own tribe, actuated by no motive but a desire to promote the good of the Hindoos. 

6. This person further informed me, that although some good might have .been 
done, an unfavourable sensation had cert~iQly been prod.uced on some· classes by' 
the publication of the regulations at Poonah regarding suttees; marry of their 
women, .he said, regarded the precaution taken to admit of their escape from the 
pile . as an. imputation upon their firmness; . and many Bra~mins, , particularly of 
the lowe~ orders, thought that any r~gulatio~s ~f the Engl~sh goyernment. c~n
nected w1th such a subject should be viewed with Jealousy and alarm, as estabhshmg 
a precedent that would soon be quoted as giving a right to further interference in 
matters of caste and religion. He imputed the increasing number of suttees at· 
}Joonah in-1825, which were six, to these impressions, which he was glad however 
to say had. ceased to operate; and he trusted that the humane f~elings of the 

178. L 13 · • ' • '' English 
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English 'government (if it refrained from any attempt offensive- to the prejudices 
1 of the people) would gradually effect the abolition .of a custom to which it was so 

repugnant, and its toleration of which (with the supposed means of preventing it) 
exposed it to continual attack and reproach in England. 

7; I shall hereafter state any further communications I may receive upon this 
subject. I can only add, that my efforts. are chiefly directed to the Southern 
Concan, where tit:cumstances combme to render suttees more frequent than in any 
of our other provinces ; and I expect more aid from my present coadjutors, as their 

, families are all of that country. · · . 
· (signed) John Malcolm. 

f 

To. the Secretary to the Supreme Government, Fort William. 
Sir, · 

t .AM directed by th~ honourable the Governor in Cou~cil to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 28th of February last, forwardmg copy of the resolution 
pas~ed by the Supreme Government on the reports· and statements of suttees which 
ha\Te occl!rred du~ing the years 1825· and 1826 in the several districts subject to 
the' presidency of Fort William; 

The Governot in Comi~il bas instructed me to submit to you, for the ipfonnation 
of the Right honourable the Governo~ General in Council, the following Statement 
of suttees within the several districts under this presidency. 

In I In In' In 
DISTRICTS. 

:18!4. 1325. 18!!6. TOtAL. '. 182T. 
' -----....... ~ 

' 

~an can, N orthem - - - - . . 1 1 1 - 3 
Concan', Southern ... ... - .. - . 27 32 28 9.7 114-., 
tain. -' . .. . .. .. -· .. .. .. 1 .. . - • -I 

Sur at - . - .. . - - - - - l . - - - 1 

Broach - - - - .. - - . - - - - -
Ahmedebad 

. : - - - - - - . - - - - -
Poonah .. - . .. - - - - - . 6 3 ~ 11 

~~mednuggur ' 1 - - - - .. '"i - - .. . .. .. - .. 
Cancleish ' 6 - - - ... ... .. - 1 1 e 10 

Dhativar - - . - .. .. -. '8 4 1 4 17 .. I 

- Total .. . . !58 

• 
With the ·exception of the Southern Concan, the number of suttees within the 

year in any one district is very inconsiderable, and far below the average shown in 
arty district ·of the Bengal presidency. 
· · In pursuance of the instructiops conveyed in the 7th para. of the ·honourable 
Oburt's despatch of the 12th December last, ·orders have been issued to the several 
magistrates, that on any future occasion in which they may see reason to interfere 
in the case of suttees, they will abstain from making any declaration as to forfeiture 

. of caste. 
I have the honour to enclose, fot the information of his Lordship in C~~nc~I, the · 

accompany~ng extract, p~ras. 4 ~nd 7, of the honoprable the Governors mmute, 
· dated the 2oth September, regardmg suttees. 

~Bombay Castle, · } 
28th ~ovember 1828. 

I have the honour to be, &c. . 

(signed) T. G. Gardiner, 
Acting Secretary to Government. 

EXTRACT 



• 
RELATJVE TO HINDOO. \VIDO\VS. 

EXTR;\.CT Bombay Judicial Consultations, the. 13th of May 1829. 

. Extract from the annual Report of ~r. E. Mills, the. Magistrate of Broach, 
dated the 24th of February 182g. 

A suttee· took place this year at th~ Stidder station. 

Extract froJD the annual Report of Mr. '\V. Stubbs,· the. Magistrate of Surat, 
dated the 2!!d of April 182g. . . 

l have the pleasure to state that no suttee has occurred in this zillah during the 
last year. • . . . . 

~ / ' 

· E~TRA CT of a Letter. in the Judicial Department from the Court of Directors 
. to the G_overnor in Council of Bombay, dated the 24th June 182g. 

(In answer to the letter from Bombay, dated the 21st of August 1827, commli
nicating the new code of regulations of th3:t presidency.) 

12. It is not our intention to enter upon detailed remarks on the merits of the 
code; but we cannot pass wholly unnoticed the enactments of Regulation 14 of 
1827*, to which you have directed our attention in a particular manner. . 

1 g. 'V e offer no obstruction to the Hindoos and 1\fahomedans in the exercise of 
their religion; we _fully tolerate their prejudice~. and o·pini?ns, and all the voluntary 
acts coimected wtth them ; but to mterfere m the vanous observances of their 
public or private life, or to uphold and promote the objects of their· superstition 
by penal enactments, and above aU by the barbarous rules of their own codeR, is 
a course utterly inconsis~ent with the principles of our government. 

EXTRACTS from a Summary of the Law and Custom of Hinpoo ·Castes 
within the Dekhun Provinces ~ubject to the Presidency of Bombay, compiled 
by 1\Ir. Arthur Steele, and prmted at Bombay by order of the Governor in 
Council, in 1827. / . ·. · 

LA'\V. 

WIDOWHOOD. 

(The A~thorhies referred to are in Italics,) 

BOMBAY. 
'~ 

Title, Law. 

23. A wi~o'v is allowed to perform her husband's funeral rit;s, both kreesa and Duties of a widow. 
sraddh, provided he has left no son, grandson; brother or brother s sdn, ( Balc/zunder 
Sastree ; Nirimesindhoo t ). . She is . enjoined to promote her own and husband's 
future happiness by•becoming a suttee, or otherwise by avoiding all sensual pleasures, 
practising ceremonial worship, chastity, feeding Brahmuns, making charitable gifts 
to temples, &c., and performing pilgrimages to holy places; these constitute the ~uties 
of a bruhmacharyu and devotee (Balchundr Sastree; .. ZUitakhura Nirimesindhoo). 
No woman ·can enjoy property unless living a chaste life, or ·at least performing 
~xpiation for a breach of chastity. Failing to ·do so, she is entitled to-food and 
·clothing only; and in case of ootumpatuk, and consequent degradation from caste 
· and ·ghutusphot, she loses all title even to ~aintenance. · 

24. The most virtuous mode of, becoming a suttee is to die of grief and afflic- Suttees. 
tion on' the husband's death. The usual practice is self-immolation on the husband's 
funeral pile. The pile should be constructed of light grass and leaves•surrounding, 
as is the present custom at Poona. A widow is excused from becoming a .suttee : 

.. ' . . 1St, if 

• Vide papers orclere~ by ~he House of Com~ons to be pri~ted, 18 July 1828; No. 547, page 27. 
t The text ofthe NirmJesnHlhoo (boo}, 3) gtves the follow!ng order ofperforme!s of the Sraddh: 

1, soh; 2, grandson; '3, great grandson ; 4, adopted son 1 5, w.1dow ; ~' brotber, or ~IS spn; 7, father; 
8 mother· g sister 'or her son· 10, supindus; 11, family pnest, or preceptor (M1t. v1. 6. 23). But 
this appea·:s t~ apply to the cas: of the late husband's death previous to a partition with his brothers. 
See B. 1. '7o. · • • 

178. . I. 1 4 
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BOl\lBAY. 1st, if p~gna~t; 2d, if ~nder puberty; 3~, i~ she have_ 9: suc~i~g infant; 4th, if 
~ she have. a desire to attam moksh (absorptiOn mto the d1vme spmt}; for a woman· 

sacrifices herself on the pile in view to another happy birth with her deceased 
husband, and the sunskrit term " suhugumun,'' .applied to suttees, signifies " to 
accompany ; " 5th, if the sacrifice is made merel~ with the '·ie\v of escapina distress · 
from harsh treaUnent of relations, or want of. mamtenance ; it must be pu;ely volun: 
tary ( Srcuswztosltit; Balch~rulr Sastree ; .Jlitakshura }liri1nesirzdlwo ). 

( 

Rights or a widow 25. If no partition have taken place between the deceased husband and his 
as to property. brother, the widow is· to ·remain under the guardianship of her son or husband's 

brother, receiving her maintenance ( Balchu12dr Sa~tree; .Jfitakshura, Colehrooke's 
Translatum, 326, 331). She is ·at'liberty to keep her jewels, and to expend the 

, interest of the rest of her streedhum deposited, or even the principal, for good and 
cha.rit~~le ~urposes; ~~ remainder, if any,. descepds to her. heirs: see ~u opini<?n 
of pund1ts Jn Borradazle s Cases; I, 425. Gifts of moveables by a husband ~ a wife 
may be a.J.ienated by her ad libitum, but not immoveable property (.iJiitakshuro, Cole
brookt!s Trmu;/ation, 254, 273, 375·) Ornaments worn by women durioa ·their · 
husband's life must not be divided by his heirs (Swu;krit ilitakshura). If a par
'tition have taken place previously to the husband's death, his widow, if she ha\·e no 
son of the age of 16, has a right to contract debts and· alienate the family 
moveables, for the family subsistence or for charitable purposeS ; and if he ha\·e left 
no son or,his representative to the fourth in descent, she succeeds by inheritance to 
the whole o( his. ~hare of the f~mily property and acquisitions.· But no woman 
has a right to alienate immoveable property, except her own streedham 4 , even for 
cha.ritab.le purposes, without the consent of ali the male heirs ( Bhalchwzdr Sastree 
M!Jookll, Borradaik's Cases, 1, 58). In all cases of females enjoying property, · 
their living virtuously is presumed; a widow guilty of incoJ;ltinency is to have main
tenance only (liiuakshura, Colehrooke's T1·anslatio11, 340). If a man die leavioa 
two widows, it does not appear on whom the right of guardianship and management 
devolves ; it may be inferred from the equal inheritance of .widows that the elder 
has no exclusive rightt. 

El.isting Customs. ( EXISTING CUSTOl\IS. 

1\lARRIAGE. 

21. AMONG the higher castes, if a husband remain absent without being beard 
of for 12 years,' his wife puts on the appearance of a widow and performs kreea ; · 
should he aftenvards re-appear, penance is necessary before re-admission to 
caste, K.t D.§, and the husband's sunskar ceremonies are to be performed, D. 
If the corpse be not found, the referees in D. mention 12, 15 or 20 years as the 
period before whic:.h kreea should not be performed, D. The kreea should not be 
performed until cert8.in intelligence of the man's death have arrived; 19 C.ll :.!'·,-T, 
17 C. mention 25 years, 8 C. 24, 20 C. 15, and 36 C. 12 years, as the limit 
But as to the lower castes, see sec. 13, which treats of polygamy aud second 
marri~es. c 

22. These are the same as prescribed in the books; she may resort to any 
means of subsistence authorized by her caste custom, K. ; not to prostitution or 
thieving, D. Exceptions will of course occur. · 

23. Among the Brahmins and higher castes, in case of the husband. of a u:oma~ 
dvioa after marriage, thou(Jh before the shanee has occurred, she Is considered 
a· widow, and cann~t re-m~. Her head is shaved immediately or on the shanee · 
occurring; nor does she wear the mangulsootr, D. 

'Vidowhood 

• The Mit.ai..sshora (man isolated text before referred to) denies ~e_ right of a ~oman to alienate 
immovable streedhum given by her husband; .Mit. F. 25+- 4 forltor& therefore, ~~ woul~ appear, 
not to recognise this right as to immoveables inherited ~y a wtdow. In ~ case !Dent10ned 10 Barra
daile's cases, i. 175, it was held by the Sastree that a widow could not alten_ate Immoveable property 
inherited from her own father, in discharge of her late husband·s debts, mthout the consent of her 
son after his majority {16.) • . 

t See Sir F • .Macnagbten, 25. · He states, that in case off ~1dows, 2. m?thers of so us, 1 mother 
of daughters, and 1 childless, the ~ former would be managers till the maJonty of the eldest son. 

t K. Klumd.eiih cases selecled b!J Culon.el Robertson. 
§ D. Dltoolia.. Mr. TV ardeJI.'1 CCIIHpildlion... 
~ C. CukbrooUs Digest. • . . . . • 
t P. Poona; r'tp.'iu 'lftli't PooR!l crules to the Jnqutrtes r:f tlu rcgul.ahon com"utlc<. 
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• 
RELATIYE TO HJNDOO WIDOws·. 

'Vidowhood is considered by all castes less honourable than the married state, D.; \ BOMl3AY0 
but it'is respectable' so long as the woman conforms to her caste customs, K., as to ~ 
continence, aJJd especially performance of religious duties, D. . 

A widow about to become a suttee is entitled to give away all her husband's pro
perty, K.; she cannot resume it shoulJ her resolution fail. · Kokumust Brahmins • 
of the Suo persuasion are the principal suttees at Poona. · The wife of a Telee 
burned herself in 1825. The Desust Brahmuns, it is understood, are averse to 
t?~ custom, which is not so common to the southward of the Krishu or Kristna 
nver. . .. , 

25. Should the husband have left no brother, father, or sons of age sufficient, in the 
house, the widow is head of the family and manager, K. S.* She should be guided 
by the advice of her brother-in-law and husband's male relations, if any, D. As 
manager, she may co.lle~t the woduce of property through her servant 'or sons, 
appoint~ goomashta to perform wuttun service, and may sign documents, tnough 
this l;lst is not customary, K. She may treat for her children's marriage, K. ·The· 

. <: ~ldest son, on· becoming 18 or 20, becomes head of the family, if they remain in' 
""-'common, his mother resigning to him authority and property,· and he being lJourid' 

to support her, S. The son· bas uo absolute right to succeed to a father's authority 
on ·coming of age; but if the family do not separate, he may provide for his 
brothers' ·and sisters' moonj and marriage expenses, K. D. · · 

Each widow is guardian of her own children, and may, after separation, live with 
auy one of her s.ons ad libitum, K. Among several widows, the wife first ·married 
is the head of the (amily, and has charge of the property. Among several widows 
of sons, the widow of the eldest son has that authority, K. And a mother:.:in-law, 
living with her son's widow, takes the management, although they are joint heiresses; 
and should the latter refuse to reside with her mother-in-law, she can rec~iv~ 
a maintenance only, K. 
- Should a husband die while living in community with his father or brothers, they 
take the property and provide for the widow, K. · She however retains sole right'. 
and control over gifts made her by her parents or husband, K. D., as to her ow~ 
property (Sonars) 3 C. P. ' · • 
· Should· she have a child, the relations will give her her husband's property in· 
charge for her son; and if she wish to live separately, she may claim a half share,.K. 
There is no regular share given. The sons of the deceased (being co-heir and 
co-partner with his brothers at the tirne,of his death) would share equally his 
portion of the joint stock, S. · 

Should she have no sons, the widow is entitled to a provision for life only, h~r 
husband's share reverting to the joint stock of the family, S. She ·can only claim 
fo<;>d and clothes if she have no child, K.. · · · • 

In case of the husband ba\'ing made partition with his relations before his death, 
and dying without sons, the widow (or wid9ws jointly) is heiress to the husband's 
personal property; 'she holds the real property for life, appointing a goomashta for 
it, but not having the power of alienating it, K. S. She may adopt one of. her· 
husband's relations, with their concurrence and that of the caste, who will be her 
heir, S. ; otherwise, • the husband's brother or relations on her death pay her 
daughter·s marriage expenses, and take the property, and settle who is to ~e 
her· heir. if sne die without childrt.m, K. . . 
· Among the Brahmuns, &c. P., the husband's broth~rs take his share of the 
wuttun, maintaininct his widow and daughters, and· providing for. the marriage 
expenses of t~e latte;. The widow may however ~dopt, if ordered t~ do so .by 
her husband before his death (Brahmun~, P.~, and gtve m?ney a'":ay m char~ty 

· (out of the produce of the wuttun). Neither ts she to forfeit her rJght to mam-
tenance by living separately, D. . , . 

· · Among the Sonars, P.,· ~fter deducting the .daughter's marriage. expe~ses,, the. 
";idow takes the deceased s share of the family wuttun. The w1do~ 1s heiress 
18 C. P •. M.t &c. until she form pal wit~ another man; 58 C. P. D., and 01ay 
give ·away a house or other property to her daught~rs (Pu:hh~o, P.): She may 
adqpt a son, and give away any part of her husbands relatwns as t~ 1mmo~eable 
property, 24 C. )!. She may give the wuttun to one of her husb~nd s brothers, or 
direct him to perform service on her behalf. · 

· , T~e 

· • Sattara report, by tke resident, Colonel Brigg•· . . 
t The letter M. denotei lhe replie• of1he marwarru, subsequently rtctn!d • 
. 178. M m 
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~74 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORR~SPONDENCE . I 
:-The. widow is entitled to &ive a~ay a sm~ll part of her prop·erty, 7 C. P. D .. .~.ll., 

she be1ng under her brother·m.~aw s authonty, such ns presents in dhurm, alms, &:c.· 
(Bralzmuns, and 8 C. P.). · · . . . . 
·If a widow live separate, she is only entitled to a maintenance, 18 C. P. for

feited by her living· disorderly, D. A womaD- cannot insist· on a provision· if her 
husband have willed away all her property, K. 

INHERIT .ANCE • 

t 

. 72. ON the.de~th of a m~n without son·s, .leav~ng a· widow and dauahters ·: · · 
· A wutturi is-inherited by the brothers of the deceased, providing ~ut of its pro

ceeds3or ·the maintenance of the females and the marrkge of the dauahters, and 
performing the wuttun service and the decease<fs kreea, Bralzmuns, P. ; In the 
Brahmun and Bunya castes the widow succeeds to the personal property, Jf. The 
widow receives a fixed mai!lt~nance· ":bile living vi;tuou~ly, and may adopt in d'rder 
to preserve the wuttun hereditary, I c~ P. She IS entitled to her personal jewels, 
and may even take a share, if her husband's property were not. extensive,· 
Ugurwall P. · ~ . 
· A· zemeeridaree wuttun may be. enjoyed by the widow for her life; but she has 

not the power of alienating it, unless her subsistence is not provid.._d for by the 
relations. ·Should she not adopt a son (which_ is generally allowed); the deceased's 
ne.xt heirs take the property at her·dea.th~ otherwise the adopted. The widow is at· 
liberty to give her jewels, &c. to her daughters, P . 

. The widow. succeeds to the wuttun, or to the partitioned share of it belonging: 
tq the ~eceased, providing for the mar~iage of daughters; ·and performing her 
husbands kreea through a dhumpootr or adoptee, 20 ·C. P. She can only make 

· gifts to a small amount without the consent of the next heir~~ · She has no right to · 
alienate a wnttun, but should appoint a gomashta or aaent, as one of her husband's 
-brothers,. I C. P., for its ·management;and to perform the service attached, receiving 
her maintenance from him; K. On her death -it reverts (if no adoptee). to her · 
hu~b~nd's b~others,. parents, cousins .or sugotrees; in default, to her own brother 
or cousins~ ';n default, to her husband's gooroo; in default, to the sirkar, or if 
a:· B~ahmun, to bia caste, K. - · · · · . , . · 
· Widow& of enamdars are·at liberty to give to their daughters, or in charity; par~ 

of her- husband's share. Where the enam revenues .. are still enjoyed in common, 
the consent of the relations is necessary to .such gift. \Vi~ows may also adopt 
with the .consent of the representatives of the granters of the enam, P. · · . 

A woman bec<?ming a suttee, without children, may give away all' her husband's 
~roperty, K.. · · · · · · · 

The widow succeeds to the personal property, with power of disposal of it 
d:uring her life, 6o C. P .. K. J.~!.; out of it she may give prese~ts to her daught~rs 
ai)d provide-for their marriage expensea~ 3 C. P. She may giVe what s~e pleases· 
to her daughters, even a house, Purhlzoo, P.; or she may adopt, except in 2 C. P.; 
and her jewels de&cend to her daughters, P. ( . . . . · 

· Two widows will be joint heiresses to their husband's property ; but no widow · 
can insist on a.· provision in case the husband has willed away all his property, K. · 

On. the death of a. childless widow, the relations generally meet and appoint an 
heir to her property, K.. . ' · 
. The -widow·s enjoyment of property is conditional on her living virtuously. In 

a. case decided by Ramsastree, in Fusty 1175, a separation of property had taken 
place between two brothers; after which the elder died, leavjng a widow .. After his 
funeral the younger carried off all the property from the house, and the w1d9w went 
to Benares-. ·. It was decided that the brother should pay the widow the whol~ of
her late hu:;band's property, after deducting the funeral expen~es defrayed by hm~. 
It seems the parties were Brahmu:ns. The. deceased left no children. · 
· In a nuggur punchayet case (No. 110), ·in which the parties were ~oonbees 

(Patells), . and· the punch.. considered of Brahmans, a ·widow had resided. for 
several years with her daughter and son~in-law, and before bet death ?~d gtven 
several presents to her daughter; these were allowed, but all her remammg pro.,. 
pertv was assigned to her son. · · · · · ' 

· Case pt~opose~ : A man 9ies, leaving_ in his house. ~wo . wid?\Y~~ . _ wi~~ _t_wC? _ 
. daughters by the elder, and two sons by ~he younger: after deduc,tmg future rna~· 
l"itlge expenses, the sons ~bare their fathers property equally; should he before hts 

• ~ · , · ·. death 
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•·. ~t si'fed them .to ·give to .gi.ye t~eiy cl~est sis!ers any thing, .they will fu_lfil ,_:~OMBAY. 
~~!...~ he two widows keep their Jewels for life; should they prefer hvmg . --...,--

~""~arately ough in· this case the younger would in general prefer living with her 
sons), the sons assign them a nemnook, i. e. 1:nonthly or annual pensions for their 
expenses of food, clothing, alms, &c. ·They are at liberty to. give during their lives 
their jewels, &c. for charitable or other purposes; and what remains at the death of 
'the elder, is shared byht::r two daughters; of the younger, by her two sons, P. 

In a Khandesh punchayet case (No. 6), the gift of money by a woman (thoug~ 
by dan putr) to her son-in-law on his marriage with her da!}ghter was declared 
improper; bu,t " as some consideration should he p~id to the deed in the grantee's 
favour/' the. punch. decided that the money should be devided between the son-in
law and the woman's htJSbancl's brother; and clothes, metal utensils, &c. left at her 
death should be made over to th~ latter as her heir, K.. : ., 

:) 
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