
EAST INDIA (CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS). 

RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated ~o May 1858 ;-for, 

COPY "of any CoRRESPONDENCE which has taken, place since ~he Is~ day 
of May 1858, between the Board of Com~issioners for the ·Affairs of 
India and the Court of Directors of the East India Company, relating 
to the REGULAtiONS framed by the Board for the ExAMINATION of CAN
DiDATES for Appointment to the CIVIL SERVICE of the EAST INDIA 
CoMPANY, and which were ordered to be pripted 30 Aprill858, and pre
sented to this House pursuant to the Act 16 & 17 Viet, c. 95." · 

East India House,} 
28 May 1868. 

J. D. DICKINSON, 
Secretary. 

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman .of the Court of Direc;:tors of the 
East India Company. · · 

Gentlemen, India Board, 5 May 1858. 
I BEG to transmit to you a copy of the paper laid before Parlia.ment with 

respect to.~he examinations of candidates for the civil service for t~is year. 

You will perceive that I have for this year placed the examinations under the 
Civil Service Commissioners, and have also re-established the second examina- · 
tion, which was a part of the original plan. · .. 

I regret that the preliminary announcement, published before I came into 
office, precluded mr from doing more than I have done. ' , . 

• 
If I should remain in office for another year, I propose making material altera

tions in the subjects of the first examination, and fixing the second examination 
at a greater distance of· time from the first, as well as making it much more 
severe i so that at least we may, by tliis new system, obtain civil servant~ as 
competent, as far as mere education can make them so, as the great•majoi-ity of 
thqse who were furnished by Haileybui·y College. , . 

. I cannot but think that no examination can test the possessi9n by a candidate 
of the higher quulities required in one who may exercise a great influence over • 
the well being of the people of India ; and I fear we may hereafter have to 
regret the departure from a system which, whatever may have been its theore
tical d~{ects, and 'whatever may have been its practical inconveniences, gare us 
no doubt a constant succession of ciyil st>rvants, distingftished by the ehnrncter-

'• istic qualities of English gentlemen. · . 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Elle11borougll. 



• 
EAST INDIA 

(CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS) • 

• 

COPY of L&l'TBB from the P~sident of the 
Donrd of Comminioners on tl1e Affairs of I11tlia 
te the Court of Directors, of the East Indio. 
Company, doted II l\Iny 1858, relating to the 
REGULATIONS fmmod by the Boord, for the 
ExunNATION of CANDIDATES for Appointment 
to tho CIVIL SBI!VICB of tho EAsr INDJ.t. 

CoaJPAN\", 

(Sir Mi11to Fm·quhm•~ 

Ordmd, ly Tho llouoe ot Commono, toh Prilltfd, 

31 May 1858, 


