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P R E FA T 0 RY N 0 T E 

I 

1.1HIS volume contains all letters and papers received from ·England during the 
period 1717-1721. The documents are printed in the order in which they are 
found in the manuscript volumes 22 and 23 of " Despatches from England. '' 

The-years adopted in dating the letters are what are cailed the " Old Civil 
Years" and to convert a year of that old civil style into the corresponding historical 
year, the following rules given on page 198 of Pringle's ''Diary and Consultation 
Book, 1685, " Volume IV, should be followed: -

(1) When any day from 1st January to 24th 1\f:arch (inclusive) is followed 
by figures denoting a single year, add one to them--

Example, 25th February 1690=2nth February 1691. · 
(2) When any day from 25th March to 31st December (inclusive) is 

followed by figures denoting a single year, make no alteration-
c Example, 25th June 1690=25th June 1690. 
(3J When any day in the year is followed by figures rlenoting two years, 

adopt· the second of these two-

Example, 25th February 16~0-91=25th February 1691. 
25thJo.ne 1690-91=25th June 1691. 

The manuscript volumes have been mended. 

EGMORE, . 

17th, Novmber 1927. 

K. N. KRISHNASWAMI AYYAR, 

Personal Asslstant-ir6-cha rge, 

M ad1·as Record Office. 

V2, l.:~ rn1.J JL 
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