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Jovis, 4° die Februarii, 1858.

Ordered, TrAT a Select Committee be appointed to inquire concerning the measures
resorted to, or which were available, and as to the Lines of Communication adopted for
reinforcing our Army during the pending Revolt in India; and to report thereon to this
House, with a view to ascertaining the arrangements which should be made towards méet-
ing any future important emergencies involving the security of our Eastern Dominions.

Luna, 8° die Februarii, 1858,

Committee nominated, as follows ;— : .
Sir De Lacy Evang, Sir Charles Napier.
Viscount Goderich. Mr. Osborne. -

" Loxd Stanley, -~ Captain Vivian,
"Sir John Pakington. Mr. %Svy'ug.
Mr. Horsman, Mr. Willoughby.
Sir Ed. Colebrooke. Mr. Crawford,
Sir James Elphinstone. Mr. Seymour.
Mr, Adderley.

Ordered, TAT the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.
Ordered, TEAT Five be the Quorum of the Cammittee. .

Ordered, Toat the Returns (presented 5th February) relative to Transport and Con-
veyance of Troops be referred to the Committeea . ‘

Martis, 23° die Martii, 1858,

Ordered, TRAT Mr. Sclater-Booth, Lord John Hay, and Mr, Adderley, be added to the

Jovis, 1° die Julii, 1858,

"Ordered, THAT the Committee bave power o report their Opinion, together with the ‘
Minutes of Evidence taken ‘before them, to The House,

BEPORT - - . . . - - - - . . . pii
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE - - - - - py




REPORT

THE SELECT COMMITTEE eppointed to inquire concerning the measures
resorted to, or which were available, and as to the Lines of Cmmunication
adopted for reinforeing our Army during the pending Revolt in India, and
to report thereon to The House, with a view to ascertaining the arrange-
ments which should be made towards meeting any future important
emergencies involving the security of our Eastern Dominions ;——Have
considered the Matters to them referred, and have come to the following
Resorurions, which, together with the Evidence taken before them, they
have agreed to report to The Héuse :—

L]

L THA.T_ the Inquiry which this Committee has been appointed to conduct
may be divided into three branches: the first, relating to the Overland Route
to India; the second, to the employment of Steamers, as compared with
Sallmg Vessels, for the Transport of Troops round the Cape of Good Hope ; and
the third, to the use made during the Mutiny of the Military resources of this
country and of the Colonies.

2. That the. Court of Directors appear from the first intelligence of the
Mutiny at Meerut to have been sensible of the advantages of the Overland
Route, and to have lost no time in recommending its adoption; but that
political and other considerations deterred Her Majesty's Ministers from at once
+ assenting to that recommendation.

3. That the Committee cannot judge of the validity of those political objec
tions, as they felt themselves precluded from inquiring into them; but that they
ceased to prevail in the first week of September, when the more serious
character of the war and the lateness of the season for ships departing for
Calcutta, led to a formal requisition from the Court of Directors, and to a
compliance with it on the part of the Cabine.

4, That it would have been desirable, independently of political considera-
tions, to liave taken advantage of the Overland Route at the earliest possible
period, und, apart from such considerations, it is much to b‘e regretted that t@e
steps that were taken in September to transmit small bodies of troops by this
route were not resorted-to at an earlier date. That the transport, however, of
any large body of troops would have required previous arrangements, and that
the evidence laid before the Committee leaves great room to doubt whether
any considerable reinforcements could bave been sent in the months of July
and August, with a prospect of their arrival in India so farin advance of
those sent round the Cape as to give any great advantage in favour of this
route,

5. That although the Overland Route may be advantageously employed in
times of emergency, it would not be advisable that it should be relied upon as

the ordinary route for the transmission of troops to India. . )

6. That if Steamers had been used in greater numbers, the reinforcements
would have reached India more quickly than they did by Sailing Vessels;
but that no evidence has been laid before the Committce to show that, at

the time the emergency arose, a greater amount of Steam transport was
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attainable, whilst it has been shown that grave doubts existed whether the
supply of coal on the route would have been sufficient for a larger number of
Steam Vessels than were actually employed.

7. That Steamers should for the future be always made use of, as far g5
possible, in urgent cases; but that, for the transmission of the ordinary reliefs
the Committee would not recommend the adoption of so costly a mode of
transport. ‘ .

8. That the Governors of Ceylon and the Mauritius gave early and valuable
assistance to the Government of India, and deserve great praise for the zeal
and promptitude with which they acted ; that the Governor of the Cape, without
loss of time, forwarded treasure and horses, togethet with a portion of the
troops at his disposal, but that he did not send the whole amount of the force
which he was instructed by the Home Government to transmit to India; that
the Committee bave not the means of judging whether the circumstances of
the colony did or did not justify Sir George Grey in taking this course.

9. That the Committee observe with satisfaction that the people of Canada
displayed great readiness to afford assistance to the mother country, and that
the Committee are of opinion that it is highly desirable to give every encourage-
ment to such demonstrations of loyalty on the part of the colonies.

10. That on the whole, considering the suddenness of the danger,-and the
distance to which the troops were to be sent, the Committee are of opinion that
great credit is due to the Court of Directors of the East India Company for the
promptitude and efficiency with which they discharged the difficult task of trans-
mitting reinforcements to the Army in India during the past year.

1 July 1858.
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Jovis, 11° die-Febryariz’, 1858. .

MEMBERS PRESENT ¢
Sir De Lacy Evans, Mr. Byng.
Lord Stanley. Mr. D);g y Seymeur,
Lord Goderich, Mr. Willoughby,
Sir E. Colebrooke. Mr. Adderley.
Sir James Elphinstone, Sir Charles Napier.
Captain Vivian, : Mr. Crawford.
Mr, Horsman,

Sir De Lacy Evaxs was called to the Chair,

The Committee deliberated.

-

[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve. -

.

Martis, 16° die Februarii, 1858.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Sir D& Lacy Evans, in the Chair.

Mr. Bernal Osborne. Lord Stanley.
Mr. Byng, Sir Jobn Pakington.
Mr. Danﬁy Seymour. Sir Charles Napier,
Mz, Crawford. Sir James Elphinstone.
Captain Viviac. Mr. Willoughby.
Lord Goderich, Mr. Adderley.
The Committee proceeded to the consideration of their course of proceeding. .

" Motion made and question proposed {Sir J. Pakington), ¢ That the inquiries of this.Com,-
tittee ought to commence from the day on which it was determined by Her Majesty’s
Government and the Court of Directors, on account of the mutiny in India, that it was
* mecesenry to send reinforcements to our army in that country”:— Amendment proposed
(Mr. Crawford), toleave out all the words after the word, « That,” in order to add these
words : “ The inquiries of this Committee should commence from the date when the
Government and Board of Directors received the first despatches communicating the meeting
at Barrackpore and elsewhere, in February”:—Question put,  That the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the question.” Conimittee divided:

Ayes, §. _ Noes, 8,
Sir Charles Napier. Sir E, Colebrooke.

. Sir John Pakington, Mr. Willonghby.
Lord Stanley.  * . Sir James Elphinstone:
Lord Goderich, Captain Vivian,

Mr. Oshorne. Mr. Crawford.
: Mz. Seymour.

Mr. Byng.
Mr. Adderley.

Words added. Main question ns smended put and agreed to.
The Committee called and examined Mr, Philip Melvill, and Mr. Mason.

[Adjourned to Friduy, at Twelve.
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Veneris, 19 die Februarii, 1858, '

MEMBERS PRESENT

Sir D Lacy Evans, in the Chair,
Mr. Adderley. Mr. Crawford,
Mr. Horsman. Captain Vivian, ~
Mr. Osborne. Sir John Pakington,
* Mkr, Seymour. . Sir C. Napier.
Sir James Elphinstone. . Mr. Willoughby.
Sir E. Colebrooke. : Lord, Stanley.

The Committee examined Captain Shepherd. '
[Adjourned to Tuesday, at Twelve.

Martis, 23° die Februariy, 1858.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Sir DE Lacy Evaxs, in the Chair.

Mr. Adderley. ! Mr. Willoughby.
Mr. Byng, l Sir E. Colebrooke.
Mcr. Seymour. I Captain Vivian..
Lord Stanley. Mr. Horsman,

Sir Charles Nupier. l Mr. Crawford.

Sir James Elphinstone. !

The Committee examined Mr. Lumsden, Captain Harris, and Mr. Mason.
[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve.

* Veneris, 26° die Februarii, 1858,

MPMBERS PRESENT :

Sir De Lacy Evans, in the Chair,

. Mr. Byng. Sir Charles Napier.
Mr. Adderley. Sir James Elphinstone.
Mr. Seymour. Mz, Willoughby.
Captain Vivian. Sir E. Colebrooke.
Mr. Crawford. Mr. Qsborne.
Lord Goderich.
The Committee examined Mr., Mangles, a Member of the House, Mr. Mead, and Ad-
wmiral Sir H, Leake. ‘
[Adjourned to Tuesday, 16th March, at T'welve:
Martis, 16° die Martii, 1858.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Sir De Lacy Evans, in the Chair.
Mr. Byng. . ~ Sir C, Napier.
Captain Vivian, Mr. Willoughby.
Me. Crawford. _ _ Bir James lglphimtone.
Mr. Horeman, Bir B, Colebrooke:
Lord Goderich. Mzr. Danby Seymour.

The Committea examined Admiral Milne and Captain Hoseason,
. [Adjouwrned to Friday, at Twelve.
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Veneris, 19° die Martis, 1858.

Sir DB Lacy Evaxs, in the Chair.

MEMBERS PRESENT : ' )
u Lord Goderich, Sir James Elphinstone;
Captain Vivian, ‘Mr. Danby Seymour,
Mr, Willoughby. Mr. Byng.
Mr. Crawford. ‘

The Committec examined the Right hon, Vernon Smith, Si .
Henry Storhs. g ernon Smith, Sir dllan Macnab, and Sir

[Adjourned to Tuesday, at 12,

Martis, 28° die Martii, 1858.

"MEMBERS PRESENT :

Sir D& Lacy Evays, in the Chair,

Lord Goderich, Sir James Elphinstone.
Sir C. Napier. . Sir Edward Colebrooke,
Mr. Horsman. Mr. Willoughby.

Mr. Byng. Mr. Danby Seymour.
Mz, Crawford. Captain Vivian.

The Committee examined the Right hon, H. Lobouchere, o Member of the House, and
Sir Frederick Currie, -

The following question being put to the witness (Mr. Seyﬁaur) : “ What does the oath
of secresy relate to?”"— An objection was taken to the question ( The Chairman),—Ques-
tion put,  That that question be put.” Committee divided:

~ Ayes, 4. ', Noes, 3.
Mz, Crawford, ‘ Lord Goderich.
Mr. Seymour. ‘ " Captain Vivian,
Mr. Willoughby. | Mr. Byng.
Sir E. Colebrooke. | :

‘The examingtion of .the witness was resumed.

The Committee examined Sir George Clerk.
[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve.

Veneris, 26° die Martii, 1858,

Sir DE Lacy Evans, in the Chair,

'MEMBERS PRESENT :

. . Sir James Elphinstone.
ﬂ: gﬂzcn:ﬁdoth- “Myx. Willoughby.
Mr. Byng. Lord John Hay.
Sir I, Colebrooke. Sir Charles Napier. .
‘Mr, Crawford. . Mr. Oshorne,

Captain Vivian, .

. “The Committee exnmined Captain Engledue, superintendent of the Peninsula aud Orien-
tal Company, at Southampton, Mr. Allan, Mr. Hertslet, and Mr: Beatson, staff surgeon.

[Adjourned to Tuesday, 13th April, at 12,
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Maertis, 18° die Aprilis, 1858,

Sir DE LAdr Evaxs, in the Chair,

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Sir Charles Napier. Lord Jobn Hay.
Mzr. Danby Seymour. Mr. Sclater-Booth,
" Sir James Elphinstone. Mr. I}Z:Slyng.
Mr. Willonghby. Mr. Horsman.
Sir E. Colebrooke. ’ Captain Vivian.
The Committee deliberated, ‘ N
: [Adjourned,
Martis, 8 die Junii, 1858,
MEMBERS PRESENT:
. Sir D Lacy Evass, in the Chair.
_ Lord Goderich. Captain Vivian,
Sir E. Colebrooke, Mr. Sclater-Booth.
Sir Charles Napier. Mr. Bernal Osborne.
Mr. Willoughby. Mr. Dashy Seymour.
Lord John Hay. : Mr. Crawford.

Mr. Byng. Sir James Elphinstone.

A draft report pr;xposed by the Chairman, was read 1° as follows :

¢ The Minutes of the Evidence and the Documentary Statements annexed to this Report
are for the most part from highly reliable sources, individual and official. The greater
number of Witnesses were epecially conversant and of much experience in connexion with
the topics on which they were examined; and their testimony is the more valuable, having
been obviously given with no other motive than that of furthering the public interests
The results of this investization will therefore, it is hoped, be found to contain information

well calculated to lead henceforth, on the questions referred to, to correct conclusions both
as to the past and future.

“ With this preliminary observation, your Committee will now endeavour to point out
a5 briefly a8 poseible— :

¢ 1et. What measures appear to have been resorted to, in order rapidly to reinforce our
army in India.

¢ 2d. What might in some epecified instances have been preferably adopted, with o view
to accelerate the transmission of these reinforcements.

L
“ PrecEDING INCIDENTS.

“ On the 9th of April was reccived the first telegram of symptoms of disaffection in the
sepoy ranks; of incendiary fires at different points, attributed to sepoys; and of a mutinous
spinit in peveral native regiments stationed ncar Caleutta, :

“ In the copies of despatches transmitted to this Committee, and particularly that of the
11th of February from General Hearsey (considered one of the most competent officers and
best acquained with the natives of any in India), there were already strong expressions of
anticipated danger, such as, ¢ We have at Barrackpore been dwelling upon a mine ready for
¢ explosion.'—* Well might Sir C. Metealfe say, that he expected to awake some fine morn-
¢ ing and find India had been lost to the Englich Crown.’

“ From that period commenced a ¢onsiderable anxicty in the public mind concerning
Indian affaire. On the 19th of May a former Governor-General, inquired in the Iouso
of Lorde whether reinforcements ‘were being sent to India. The Minister for War
replied in the affirmative, but added, ¢that the intelligence recently received from India

¢ had not been such a8 to create hension i : VAT
¢ fur the eafety of our Indian any apprehension in the minds of Her Majesty’s Ministers

dominions? 1
M e o that thef{! minions,’ In the House of Commons also (June 11),

. ] he Tate d ublic need be *in no alarm' as to the recont unfortunate
occurrences, as the '“9 1eallection among the troops in Indin had been put an end to.’

’ ' ¥ Itv

.



ON EAST INDIA (TRANSPORT OF TROOPS). " ix

« It appears {rom the evidence of Colonel Sir H. Storks, of the War Department, that
¢s0 soon as the first inkling of the mutiny in India took place, the intellizence regarding
which arrived on the 9th of April 1857, the Seeretary of State for War addressed the
President of the Board of Control (April 14), recommending a permanent increase of two
regiments of infantry to the establishment of the Queen’s troops in Indis,~in considesation
of the ¢ recent occurrences in India,'—of the ¢ vast territories’ of late yenrs annexed 10 the
possessions of the East India Company ; and to supply the place of the troops detached for
the ¢ Wor in Persia” Certainly, for the augmented requirements thus shadowed forth, two
regiments must scem but o seanty provision. ' S

It appears in the same evidence, that the Court of Directors of the East India Com-
pany applied, in the latter part of April, for four regiments to replace the four vewiments
diverted from their Indian destination to China. 'The reason given for this requisition
being—* the uncertainty of the duration of the operations in China.” On the 2d of May
the Seeretary of State for War requested His Royal Highness the General Commanding-in-
Cliief to make airangements for sending four regiments withont delay to India, in con-
formity with the requisition of the Court of Directors. On the 21st of May, the Under
Secretary of State for War, Sir Benjamin Hawes, addressed the Board of Control, to the
effect, * That,in the opinion of the War Department, the reinforcements to India ought not to
*be despatched later than the 20th June.’ But Mr, Melville, the Secretary to the Military
Departnent of the East India Company, states in effect, that till the accounts of the
outbreak at Meerut, no anx.iety as to the insufficiency of British troops prevailed ¢ on the
¢ part. of the Governor-general,’ nor ¢ in the Court of Directors” That the communication
made by Lord Canning was so satisfactory that no serions anxiety was entertained.’
The director, Captain dhepherd, corroborates Mr. Melville. Some official statements in
Parliament were of a similar import.

“]I.
« REvoLT at MEERUT, SEIZURE of D;Lm by the MuTrNegrs, 10th and 11th of May.

“ On the night of the 26th or morning of the 27th of June, telegram of these events
reached London. This telegram’ arrived at noon, on the 26th of June, 2t Trieste, bring-
ine intelligence from Alexandria of June 21; from Bombay, May 27 ; Calentta, May 18;
Madras, May 25. Its transit was therefore about 20 hours. from Trieste; six days from
Alexandria; from Bombay to Londoen 31 days ; from Calcutta to London 40 days,

¢ Tncluding 4,000 European troops then detached to Persia, the British portion of our
Eastern army was then between 8,000 and 9,000 below its establishment,  We had been
rapidly annexing kingdoms to our already vast territory, while diminishing in au inverse
ratio the means of securing the results of that nmbitious policy. v

% Various indications of the extension of hostility to our rule were now but too quickly
perceivable.  Over a line of 1,500 miles, from Calontts to Peshawar, our utterly
unprepared and isolated detachments, being ina few days outaumbered everywhere by
unexpected foes, were placed in unparalieled difficulties.

% The political and material advantages acerning to the rebels by their seizure of Delhi
wore of the utmost maenitude. It was so appreciated throughout Asia and Europe.
Every day, every hour of their retention of that fortress imperiled our dominion. The
urgency of remedying this state of affairs was surely impossible to exaggerate.  Such also,
to the fullest extent, were the opinions of the Governor-general, as expressed in several of
his telegraphic orders. '

« For this purpose, then, to collect and despatch reinforcements by the speediest means,

and by every practicable exertion, to the scene of action, became the most pressing duty of

Government. They could only be collected from the {orces in the United Kingdom, from
those in the colonies, and, especially in the first instance, from the stations nearest India,—
Ceylon, the Mauritius, the Cape. Accordingly, application to the Governors of these
neavest colonies was immediately resolved on by the supreme authorivies of the different

o h of Mag, telegraphed to the G
 «8§iy H. Lawrence, from Lucknow, on the 16th of May, telegraphe e Governor-
Genen:ril, ¢ A.li“is guiét heve, but affisivs are eritical: get every Europesu you can_fror;u
¢ China, Ceylon, and elsewhere; also all the Graorkas from the hills : time 13 everythiog.

* Sir learaphed for the Governor-General, June 3 :—¢ All is safe as
f yet'.S ;:11 gghi"lﬁ?;‘:lf?cﬁu?th% al; ect of affairs most threatening. The wh(zle natlljv; ?m}ﬁ
¢ are ready to break out; and unless a blow be soon struck,_ t!xe. Irregularla ai' a body wi
< soon follow their cxample. Send for our troops from Persia; mt{a_rcept‘ ltl'. 1{;) orce Qo\g (;;1
¢ its way to China, and bring.it to Caleutta. Every European sol¢ 1e|:rx]v‘:m . fhrquu:uu to
¢ guve the country, if the whole of the native troops turn ggla:mst u:l" tm" li ] i gtl:l?é; of
¢ all the lending men here, ]Equr precaution which foresight can dictate is being s
¢ hold our own independently of the natives. - .

“On the 17th Ml;y Lord Blphinstone telegraphed for authority, from the Governor-

General, to despatoh a fast steamer to Suez, to convey t0 tl:.e Home Governme(x;;, a$ nim:i'ﬁ
a8 ﬂsail;le the disastrons news from elhi, This suggestion, the Governor-Grener d}
; ¢ Mr. Melville, the Military Secretary of the East India

not % nopessary to accede to.— ¢ iy oe 5
C%n(ll;:rrgfm;:?;i.tesytlxe time thus lost in transmitting the intelligence at about 10 days,
2 . .

¢ not more.’ ' .« Tord
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“Lord Elgin immediatcly asscated to the desire of Lord Canning to postpone h
Chinese operations, and to re-divert to Caleutta the four regitents on their wuy to Cauto ;
which had been originally destined for Indin—~two for reliefs, the other two to replace t]n,
regiments withdrawn from the Indian establishment during the Russian war. Lord 1-1]"'1lc
also repaired himself to Caleutta, affording at the same time the opportune co-operation l}
the * Shannon’ and ¢ Sans Pareil * ships of war; the Government transports, ¢ Hinuly )
¢ Assistance,” ¢ Assurance,’ * Simoom’; of & body of marines, and of the naval brinadg ‘;’f
artillery, which has since so often performed, under Sir William Peel, such sigrnal services

“This reinforcement was highly opportune and important. Before its arrival at Caleutta
that eapital was not in seearity. .

nIII'
“ CEYLON AND THE MAaURITIUS,

“ The requisitions for assistance addressed to the Governors of Cevlon and the Mauritiys
were respotded to in & manner entitling these authorities to the * highest tribute of praise.
It was most ‘meritorious.” Secarcely half a dozen hours had elapsed after his reccipt of
this requisition, when Sir Henry Ward hnd despatched from Ceylon to India nearly als) the
force within the colony, retaining less than 300 British bayenets to maintain order in
population of one million seven hundred thousand,

¥ The praiseworthy promptitude of Governor Sir James Higzinson was similuly dis-
w - - - - - L) [ .\ T . - - . &
phved, by likewise almost denuding the Mauritius of its garrison,  Neversince its conquest,
n 1810, was it left with so small o military defence.

“The Government at home, seeing that from Ceylon there had been sent to India almost
all its European troops, deemed it right to afford s»me substitute, by directing one regiment
to be sent to that station; but Sir H. Ward, preferring to incur nisk within his own com-
wand, despatched that regiment slso, without delay, to Calcutts, and this at a time ¢ when
* there were not wanting rumours of the disposition on the part of the (Ceylon) population
¢ to disturbance and insurrection,’

“ While touching, however, on the above incident in regard to the Mauritius, we are
unwilling to leave without record in this report the offer of support, in case it should be
required,—from the French Governor of the neighbouring island, extracts from which, and
from the suitable reply of General Hay, are subjoined : :

#The Governor of the Island of Bourbon (Réunion), to the Governor of the Mauritius,
14 September 1857.

“¢] know equally well that the troaps at Manritius have been, for the most part, sent 1o Beagal,
* You have more thans132,000 Indians in the island whick vou govern ; these men, constantly in com-
* mynication with Mussulmen of the revolted countries, have received letters inviting them, it is
reported, to rise. Jt is to be feared that insurrectionary movements will disturb the sister island.
‘ The Government of the Emperer has sent me 8 garrison destined to replace the one whiel is to retorn
* to France after its term of colonial service is completed. This pinces, nt the present mument, mther o
*large number of troaps st my disposal, 1 am about to propose to you, that should you perceive any
* symptom of revolt, if the Indian population of your island should be considered, or should become
“ exeited by their co-relizinnists of the Peninsula, and sheuld ruise the standerd, I would propose to you,
+ 1 say, to piace under vour conmand o part of the garrison of Riunion. You have only to muke
¢ signal, and the Freneh troops shull be under your orders.

% Reply of Major-General Hay, administering the Government of Mauritius, to the Governor
of Réunion,

“+7 beg to assure you that I feel the deepest gratitude for the nuble offer of agsistance you have made
‘ me, should the disastrons rebellion of the patives in Indie extend to the coolies in this island, uqd
‘ should I find myself placed iu such & position us to require uid, I shall not hesitate to apply to youin
¥ the same frank and fraternal spirit which has dictatej your generous offer.

“*You will he pleased to bear that 1 bave carefully watched the current of events and feelings here,
*and that ¥ entertain po apprebension of a rising. I lave, however, taken every precaution, tnd am
¢ prepared for whatever may occur.

“IV.

“Tye Care or Goop Hore

“ According to the last Colonial Statistical Tables presented to Parliament (for 1855),
we find that tie male white population of British South Africa, including Natal, nuwbered
(British and Dutch) but 60,336 ; with a coloured population (Fingos and Hottentots), but
little more numerous. ‘The adults, therefore, of Europesn origin may perhaps be estimated
at one-fuurth, or about 15,000. '

“ From » return adduced in his evidence by Mr. Labouchere, the late Secretary of State
for the Colonies, the troops in South Afriea, on the 31st of July last, amounted, in ¢ rank
‘ and file," to 10,666, It was a seasoned force, Asguming this return to be correct, we
must add to it, for the non-rank and file, the most expensive as well as important clement
of efficiency, about 1,250, '

“¥or colonial corps in the last official ¢ Tahles® above qnoted from, there are consilor-
able items of charge for Kaffir and frontier police, mounted police, Fingo levies, &e.,
munbers not given,  On the 7th of August, Governor Grey states his having augmentcd
by 200 the Borver MousTen Porick, which he alludes to as a very efficient, corps.

He ﬁlﬂggl;tam his intention of completing to its full establishinent the Cape Mounted Ritles,
viz. 1,084,
' « The
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« The garrison of this dependeney was therefore of the following strength :—
oth :

. . Page 12,
“ Artl]]cx')", engineers, 13.1‘0g1m0pt§ of infantry, one of cavalry, rank, Rervax or Tacors
and file (by order of the Minister for War. ¢ War Department, m Soutw Arssen.,
¢ November 12, 1836," the German Legionaries were directed ¢ to be . Sty ég&:, .
nk an

told off™ into ¢ three regriments® of about 800 men each) - 10,666 , File.

“ Non-rank and file (officers, sexjeants, general staff departments, &ey- 1,250 é:}'}}fg A

p (‘(}]011}11] mounted and infantry police, border police corps, &e,, for 24 Poot - 746

wlpch chm:ges are referred to of 74,000 . per annum (£.60,000 ) f;l:h " - Z(l);

?emfr)mentmued as the Colonial charge; £.14,000 from Imperial Bth, - 768

undsy - - . - . O L T L0 45th, - 850

1,300 SR

“ToraL of all Ranks - - ~ 13216 B0t noL i

85th ,, - 769

— b, - 707

To which it appecars should be added, a considerable force of volunteers, ns thus alluded to C’Efﬂﬁ‘,"“““‘i 703
ina despatch of November 26, 1857 (Appendix No. ) Three  regi-
4 ¢ When I assumed the Government there were no volunteer corps in existence. Since IGn::san Lgf

“my arrival here 19 such corps have been raised, all armed, clothed (and mounted in the gion - -2,000

¢ case of the cavalry) at thelr own cost. These are now, genenally, in a state of high 16866
" N
* efticiency, {signed)  R. Buter,

. - - » - . - a o j ) ili
% Xo such inconsiderable community, in point of numbers, was probably ever before “J& rxl;::l;tfw

rovided with so large an army,—not only free of cost to themselves, but with this extra Oficers, ser-
important advantage, that the provisioning and requirements of the troops afforded the best jeants. staff,

y ) . . d . v L
possible market for the produce of various deseriptions at the disposal of the colonists, Colosiat Corps 1,300

“ There is also an ¢ irregular mounted military force,’ referred to in the same despatch,  Toraw - 13216
as * under the command of the general,’ of from 500 to 600 men, but not very distinctly R
particularised. Likewise a mounted ¢ tPolicﬂ,’ (he says) ¢ paid out of & small reserved sche-
¢ dule of 14,0004, per annum,’ granted from Imperial funds, ¢ for frontier purposes.’

 Independent, however, of these circumstances, the comparative proximity of this station
to India (being nearer to Caleutta than England by 7,200 miles), led justly to anticipation
that powerful reinforeements would have been promptly transmitted from thence to the East.
It will be seen in how far this was realised.

“ The aetunl state of ¢ starvation,” and consequent prostration, into which the Kaffir State of the Kaflir
tribes have fallen commenced in 1856, and is distinetly atéributable to the ravages of the tribes.
¢ lung’ discase among their cattle. This disease also carried off many thousands of the cattle
within our own provinces. The results, from this and other causes, lead to the inference,
thut REGULAR TROOPS were not then really required to be retained at the Cape to keep
those tribes in check. The following extracts from despatches of the Governor appear to
us to bear ont this inference

“ To the Seerctury of State, 14 July 1856.

¢ ¢ Ty British Kaffrria everything was quiet and prosperous; the natives, who, poor 14 July 1856,
¢ people, had suffered severely from the Iung sickness among their eattle, were employed in
¢ }’urgc numbers in opening up the country by roads, and upon other public works, and ex-
¢ pressed themsclves most grateful for the employment that was afforded to them.

.

« To the Secretary of State, 27 August 1857,

%« Tr we are obliged to put forth our strength in India, I shall continue to augment the 27 August 1837,
¢ Bonpkr MounTED PoricE FOrCE, and to get it into the highest state of efficiency ; and
“ if we are compelled to enter into any active operntions against the native tribes, such ope-

.

¢ rations shall be princi?ally carried on by rapid movements of the Carr: Cores and the
‘ MounTeED BorpER POLICE.

% To the Secretary of State, 2 November 1857,
“ ¢ Tyg Kuffir pation has been effectually crushed.’ 2 November 1857,

 The Government of-the Céipe to the Governor-General of India, 25 August 1857.
“ SUGGESTS a proposition to recéive in South Africa 10,000 sepoys, with their wives and 25 August 1857,
familics, at the expense of the Indian trensury,—and observes— ‘
5 Tt may not, however, bo superfluous to state, that the colony is making rapid strides in
* material progress and social improvement; that the continuance of peace on the fmn’ner,
“and the PROSPECT OF & COMPLETE EXEMPTION FOR THE FUTURE FROM KAFFIR WARS

* AND ALARMS, ave working itportant changes throughout the colony, which mﬂ{hbe gﬂ"e‘l
“in the enclosed, &e'—1The Governor-gencral transmitted this despatch to the Home

Government.

« REQUISITIONS
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it PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE

& REQUISITIONS FOR REINFORCEMENTS FROM THE CATE.

*Tax late Secretary of State for the Colonies directed the Governor of the Cape (June 29)
to despatch a regiment of infantry to Caleutta © as s{medily as possible” A regiment wog
also directed (July 14) to be sent  forthwith’ to Covlon. Again, on the 26th of August
the Governor was instructed to send six regiments to India ¢ with as little delay as ;m:
“ ticable,” The admiral on the station was at the same time directed to provide for this
purpose maritime means of transport.

 On the 27th of November, the late Secretary of State for the Colonies again addressed
the Governor as follows te

“ ¢ You are fully apprised of the desire of Her Majesty’s Government that you should
¢ avail yourself of the circumstance of 0 large & number of troops being assembled in the
¢ British province of South Africa, to render the uwhnost assistance in your power to the
¢ Indian administration, and I trust that you will have been able to despatch considerable
¢ additional succours to that country, where seasoned troops will be especially valuable,—[
¢ ghould hope, from the accounts which I have lately received from you, that the present
¢ condition of the British provinces in South Africo, ns well as of the native tribes in their
¢ vii:inity, lwill have rendered such measures quite compatible with the due security of, the
¢ colonists,

“ Exrract of a Despatch from the Right Honourable H. Labouchere, M.P., lnte Secretary
of State for the Colonies, to the Governor of the Cape, dated February 5, 1858,

“¢ ALTHOUGH vou have not fully complied with the instructions which I gave iou inm
¢ despatch of the 26th August last, in which I expressed the expectation of Her Majesty’s
¢ Government that you would be able to spare six regiments for service in India (including
¢ the one sent to Ceylon), retaining four in South Africa, besides the Cape Mounted Rifles
¢ and the German military settlers now under arms, and leaving you to determine, in con-
¢ junction with the Commander of the Forces, what particular regiments should be selected
¢ for that eervice.’

“ ¢ T understand from your several despatches that the total amount of euccours which
¢ you have eent to India and Ceylon from the foree stationed at the Cape, have been
* four regiments and a detachment of artillery, viz. :—95th Regiment, 800, which was sent
“to relieve the 89th; 13th Regiment, 500; 80th Regiment, 500 {sent to Ceylon); 6th
¢ Regiment, 760.

% 1f this official statement of the Secretary of State be correct (and there is no reason to
doubt it), no accounts had reached the Colonial Office U{) to February 5, 1858, f,lmt any
greater reinforcements had been eent from the Cape to India than four regiments of infantry,
numbering 2,560. Nine regiments of infantry and one of cavalry, besides artillery and
engineers, having been therefore still retained by the Cape authoritics.

“ On the 29th of June (and 8th of July) Lord Elphinstone and the Council of Bombay
addressed to the Governor of the Cape a most impressive representation of the alnrmin
position of affairs in our eastern dominions,—soliciting ¢ four regiments of infantry an

" * three companies of artillery to be sent to Bombay and Caleutta,’ or, ¢ at the very least,’

one regiment, This despatch reached the Cape on the 6th of August; and a reply wss
written to the Bombay Government, to the effect that one regiment, from the garrison of the
Cape, the 95th (e0 s0on a8 it should arrive from England) and one company of artillery,
would be eent to that Presidency.

“ There was at the same time a contingent promise, mentioned to the Sccretary of State,
a8 follows:

% ¢ T have, however, written to Sir James Jackson (the Commander of the Forees) request~
“ing him to make every exertion to spare another regiment from this command; if we can
¢ with any safety accomplish this, such regiment shull immediately be sent on to Calcutta.
It was alleged ‘that Sir J, Jackeon was indisposed to send any troops from his command.
No troops went, however, from thence till the 30th of August. On that day 400 or 500
men of the 13th repiment were embarked for India; in th% following month, the 95th regi-
ment was embark. :

“ The 89th, destined for New Zealand, the 23 and 93d, dostined for China, snd &
relieved company of artillery destined for England, were diverted from these destinations

1o India by order of Sir . Grey. But none of those corps belonged to the garrison of
the Cape.

“The Governor of the Cape (Novemher 5) informs the Sceretary of State, that on

* mature coneideration,’ a8 the instructions of the 26th of August (direoting sir regiments
to be sent forward to India) did not ¢ apecially repeal ® thost of the 1st of August (directing
only one regiment to be sent forwardy, he deems it for the ¢ public service’ to continue to
act on the more limited instruction of the Ist of August, * for, he adds, ¢ it dees not do
* lightly to depart from a plan of operations once entercd on’—* It appears to me’ (he goes
on W eay), ¢ 10 whom wag entrusted THE FINEST VETERAN FOBCE WHICH DELONGED TO
) ¢ ENuLAND,
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¢ ENGLAND, that it was safer for these, and

' ) other reasons, not too largely to exceed th
:demal?ds for troops made upon me’—¢ The Indian Government’ (heDfu{ther remnrks;
£ may have thought that disasters wounld result if too Jaxge masses of troops were suddculg;

¢ h
poured into an unhealthy country’—¢ It was most 3
« Fon existed fon ths y Y probable that no barrack accommoda-

“But it was obvi i
tarrach, ous that the reinforcements requested, were fo? the feld, not for

“ Although, as has been mentioned, the Kaffirs were officially represented (Nov

. '?d and §th) as eﬁ'ectuully’ erushed,’ ¢ completely broken,’ ¢ the %rOSPect ofe:ogr:pcl);teén Eﬁf
, emption from future wars’ with them announced ;—* the blessings of o lasting peace and
4 prosperity surpnssing any expectations,’ predicted ;—the Governor, notwithstanding
addresses the Secretary of State (November 11), as follows :— o
‘ “ ¢ You informed me in your despatch of the 26th of August last, that two young repi-
ments were coming out to relieve two veteran regiments in this colony. 1 think, antil

¢ this relief is accomplished, no more troops can go on from hehce to India: nor indeed
¢ are they at this moment required there,’ T ’

¢ And yet at that date, the ¢ finest veteran force which belonsed to England’
afforded o reinforcement to India of two regiments and some artillery? Icrlx’ tllllgi'e:::g
before quoted, the rank and file of artillery at the Cape (31 July 1857), were 421, In
the statement of General Peel, in the House of Commons (25 March), the artillery, rank
and file, at the Cape, at the date of the last returns (1 December 1857), were 353.—Dif-
ference 68. While at the same time, the Governor-General had not yet a snfficient
number of soldiers at his disposal, to rescue the beleagured women, children, and sick, from
Lucknow! -

w“* Apd nearly at the same period, the condition of the survivors of the starving and help-
less tribes, to guard agninst whom so many troops were still withheld from [ndia, was
described, os follows, by the Governor, in his despateh (Appendix, No. ).

¢ ¢ The Kaffir population has dispersed, upwards of thirty thousand have become hired
¢ servants in the colony, some thovsands have fled to Fakus' country, and heyond it, some
¢ thousands to Moshesh’s country, some thousands, I fear, have perished, and some thou-
“sands have been supported by charitable aid afforded them.—* It will be found that
¢ sixty-eight thousand and thirty-four souls, that is, two-thirds of the population, have dis-
¢ nppcareﬁ from British Kaffraria alone in the fivst seven months of this year.’

“ It was under those circumstances that ¢ Her Majesty’s (Iate) Government thought it
“right to point out,’ ¢ discrepancies’ and © conflicting statements’ in the representations
from the Cape relative to the Kaffirs, and 28 to the reasons nssiened for placing the
German Legionary settlers on ¢ full pay and field allowances,” ¢ although there was no
¢ enemy in the field, nor any present apprehension of such an enemy:’ {and though there

were then in the colony) ¢ no less than ten British regiments, besides the Cape Mounted
¢ Rifles, '

¢ Genernl Sir George Napier, who wns Governor of the Cape for six years, and main-
tained peace throughout that period, states in his evidence (1851),—¢ The Comumittee must
* be aware that there are a great many people in the colony, who muke a great deal of
+ money by wars, whose constant ery was ¢ Have sore Trooes.’

“ Sir George Clerk, who was recently Special Commissioner on the Kaffir frontier, was
offered the appointment of Governor, and who may fairly therefore be regarded as well and
intimately acquainted with this topic,—states in his evidence that the Dutch settlers are

uite capable of restraining Kaffir trespassing and cattle-lifting propensities, without the
#id of any British regular troops or of regulur military operations, The Iaffirs, he adds,
are not a people likely to invade our ternitory, unless their pasture-lands are attempted to
be taken from them.  The many thousands of them who have lately passed in a starving
state, seeking for labour within our territory, can be restrained (he is of opinion) from any

disorderly conduet by the local police.
4 But this witness goes on to state,

that the prosperity of this colony depends on the
.expenditure from the military chest; that the greater the mmount of this expenditure, the
more it contributes to the profit and good humour of the colonists ; that a Governor would
thus find things made much easier to him in every way, by retaining ¢ a large army expend-

¢ ing there money bronght from England.

« The expenditure from the Imperinl Treasury for the forces above en“‘mel‘{lte.d, has
been at tho rate of 600,000 per annum, The Home Government have, howev gr, mtg
defray large udditionat sums beyoud the above 00,0007, iormmpta}mm(i; the forgcls 11‘0 in: o
to: for instance, share of recruiting expenses, of transport of reliefs an drafts, for clothing,
. : invalid and non-cffective charges. Such an

il tores, share of pension ¢
arms, and military » ' s ’11 calculated to gratify and enhance the ¢ mn-

extent of disbursement-must of course be we hane -
< terinl prosperity’ of its recipients, whose scanty numbers (and consequently. grc.ltc}' advan

tage) hnve been alrendy given from official returns.

& And in these ficts may no doubt be traced an explanation
“tardiness, in parting with troops from this colony, to succow
Lastern, ns previously (it ie said) our Crimean Army. -
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« But the deseription in Sir G Grey’s despateh, already quoted, of the ruin of the Kaffir

\

tribes, is fully corroborated by the last intellience from that colony, published in the

¢ Cape Town Mail” of March 22d, of which the following is an extract i
« ¢ The Royal Mail Stcamer © Bosphorus™ leaves for England this afternoon.

« ¢ The breaking up of the late formidable Cafire nation seems to be almost completed.
¢ Kreili, the paramount chief, being called to account for his conduet, has fled beyond the
¢ the Bashee River, leaving depopulated all the country be};ween that river and the Kei.
¢ Four of the other principal chiets sentenced, after formal trial, to imprisonment for various
$ erimes—Macomo, Sevolo, Vandana, and Quesha—are at present confined on Robben
¢ Tsland, at the cutrance of Table Bay, and another, the much-trusted Pato, in the Cape
¢ Town prison. Dilima, son of the last-mentioned chief, has also been apprehended and
¢ convicted of “ horse-stealing.”

# ¢ The last year's reveoue had been 65,0001 in excess of the expenditure.”

% Finally, taking all thé circumstances to which our attention has been directed, into
consideration,—the local intercsts of border farmers or graziers in Africa, on the one hand,
—and on the other, the requirements of a great war still raging in the most important
dependency of the empire,—your Committee are of opinion, that of the 13,000 efficient
troops of all ranks at the Cape, besides numerous volunteer corps, 9,000 or 10,000 men
might, and ought to have been sparcd for reinforcing the army in India. Tlis assumes .
that a portion of the most favoured of all military corps (the German Legionaries) would
bave been willing to participate in field duty. Even if the larger number (10,000)
were despatched, there might have still remained a German regiment of 800, Cape
Mounted Rifles 1,084, foot and mounted police 1,300, total 3,184, besides the organized
volunteers; altogether an ample force for the totally improbnble_ eventuality of any opera-
tions against the wretched remains of the Kaffiv people. And if the Home Government
and the Government of India had been without delay informed by the authorities of the
Cape, that such an amouat of succour would be available, we may safely assume that means
would have been procured to place, before the end of the last year, this powerful aid at the
disposal of our commanders on the Ganges. “

¢ Of our small and widely dispersed army, it should be borne in mind, that, independent
of Indis, about fifty regiments are usually stationed in distant colonies or garrisons, for the
most part, thousands of miles asunder. This includes g.bouﬂt 9,000 men of colonial corps.
It is important then that prompt and unqualified action in regard to inter-co-operation
by the civil and military cluefs of these various detached forces should be peremptorily
enjoined by the supreme Government, for all occurrences of any serious or unforeseen
national exigency-

“ But the principle, even without any instruction from Government, which should guide
our remote authorities on such critical occasions, has been so well and patriotically laid
down in a passage of Governor Sir Henry Ward's despatx:h' to V'lspount Canning, of the
1t of June 1857, that we trust it may be of utility to quote it in this place.

«+T mention this (he savs) to chow that not a moment has been lost here in complying
< with your Lordship’s wishes at so critical a moment. .But in justice to the Mnjor—generzﬁ
¢ (Lockyer), as well as to myself, I must 2dd, that nothing but the strongest sense of duty
¢ could have induced us to hazard the step which we have taken, We frel that it is in
¢ India af the present moment that the battle of British supremacy must be fought ; that it is
< upon India that the prestige of England depends ; and that all minor considerations must be
¢ lost sight of, to su-twin the national honour. Although, therefore, I sce clearly that by
¢ reducing the English element in,the small military force maintained here too low, we lose
¢ our bet security for the good bebaviour of the rest, and that with large capitals invested,
*and emall groups of planters scattered over separate districts, we might be reduced by
¢ any sudden combination against us to the state of the European communities in the vailey
< of the Ganges, whose perils your Lordship so feelingly describes, 1 prefer this responsi-
¢ bility to that of withholding the aid which your Lordship asks, and which circumstances
¢ g0 imperiously require.’

*Such also was the conduet of the civil and military chiefs of the Mauriting ;—sa like-
wise, in a brilliant degree, at a previous period, was that of the ¢ivil and military chicfs of
Malta (Nir W. Reid and General Sir James Fergueon), who, on hearing of the dangerously
reduced numbers of our army in the Crimea towards the close of 1854 immediatcly
despatched thither, without waiting for orders from any quarter, every British soldier on
the island,—trusting to the inhabitants for its defence.”

“ VO
“ CANADA,

* ON the arrival of the eventful accounts from the Fast, there were jo Canada and the
adjoining provinees, no very considerable body of troops, - But not only was the immediate
withdrawal of the chief portion of them, cordially coneurred in by the authoritics and
population of that colony,—but the spontanepus ofiers to raive Canadiun regiments in aid of

¢ parent Btate, made during the Crimean war, were now again transmitted, in n similer-
spitit of patriotism, . ’

 Canada



ON EAST INDIA (TRANSPORT OF TROOPS). xv
“ Canada is increasing in population and resources, very m id
‘ \ uch mo: dly 1}
I{)?lted Stfmtes, or anyﬁof%er portion of that cominent: Trﬂis and the r:tht:'piesz (‘:Jg:idg;f
able provinces of Bl‘ltlﬂ}} N orth America, now contain a population of 3,000,000,~which
was about that of the United States, when they successfully contended with and threw off

the yoke of England. This noble depend is evi i
skt s & 1’?0 e State.nﬂ ¢ dependency, 13 evidently destined to hecome at no

““ Through its centre flows into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the are : i
world.  On the shores of the chain of lakes or inland seas, of whlchatt%?g ZZ?:;?L:V ]i:; g:g
only outlet, is now or ere long will be, an extraordinary amount of agricultural produce for
exportation.  On its northern bank is the fortress of Quebee, whose port is already so
considerable au entrepét, and in which there have been of late as many at 4 time, as 1,300

vessels.—Such are the maritime prospects and resources of these shores, of above a thonsand
miles extent.

“We have had the evidence on this topic of Sir Allan MacNab. This o
originally served as a British officer in the war with the United States, of 1812 :iesnltéem;gg
1814, kince then, he has filled several of the highest official ap];ointments in that cou’ntry
including those of President of the Chamber of Deputies and President of the Executive
Couneil, or chief Minister.,

“He states that a very remarkable fecling of loyalty and attachment to the mother
country exists in Upper Canadn ;—that it was settled by the United Enpire Loyalists
a description of people who, rather than forfeit their allegiance, lefi their property in the
United States and accepted grants of land from the Crown ;—aleo by half-pay officers and
soldiers who had served during the old revolutionary war, In fact (he says), all the
leading families of Upper Canada are men of that deseription now; and in Lower Canada
no men could have behaved better than the Frenchmen did, during the Jast American war.

“He is of opinion that the French part of the population, are eimilarly attached with the
British of Upper Canada, to the alliance with England ; that they are a ¢ very well inclined,
“ very loyal, and very excellent people,’

“¢They (French and Enghish) want, he says, ¢what they are faitly entitled to,
¢ namely, to have the British army opened to them as it is opened here. I do not see any
¢ difference in a man born in Canada and & man born in England.’

2051,
2054,
2003,

248,

% They were desirous, he states, 23 does also the late Secretary of State for the Colonies,

of ratsing Canadian troops to aid us, during the Crimean war; as recently for the war in
India, Ile thinks that i this force had been officered by Canadians, the commanders and
staff to have been taken from the British army,—that in such case, the Canadians would
have felt that it was the opening of a new profession to the young gentlemen of that
country ; and-— THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MIXING THEM UP WITH THE BRriTisn
¢ ARMY IX THE GENERAL DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRR’

“« A corps is now, it appears, at length to be embodied in Canada,—but not quite, we
regret to perceive, in conformity with the opinion of this witness,~as a large proportion of
the officers are to be British. .

« We have had and are but too likely to continue to have, abundant reason to regret,
that our former policy townards the United States has, it may be feared, engendered in that
now powerful federntion, feelings towards the parent State, rather of rivalry or alienation
than attachment. We should sedulously avoid a similar error in respeet to the remaining

ortion of that great continent, which still willingly acknowledges our sovercigaty. The
people of the home territory of this empire, can searcely be deemed adequate to the varied
and immense responsibilities they are so wont to undertake. Not only the present but

future contingencies of war are within the scope of the inquiry of this Committee. Emer-
gencies may yet arise to task us beyond our unaided means, In such an event, to be
enabled to count on the cordial and powerful co-operation, of a numerous and gallant
kindred race, ot no great distance from our shores, would certainly be a resource greatly
desirable.  With this view then, to increase the ties of mutual sympathy between us and
such truly loyal fellow-subjects, will, in the opinion of your Committee, be a sound policy ;
and to this end no course seems more likely to contribute, than that of identifying them

with our army and with our military enterprises.

“VL

QTEAM OR SAILING VESSELS, FOR TraxsPoRT OF Troors
INpIA.
« Oun lost war with a revolted colony, that of the United States, was :]mxfiﬁzlyc'olll:sg:;
cessful. One of the causes assigned for the failures in that co1}t(::st{,ﬁ~W_ﬂSt 15. the colonists
were near to, or in tho midst of their own resources, however insutticient the : ,
d had to convey her troops, stores and reinforcements,

; i s—while Englan : ot
23'1;]: tlm::amfi%};t (l))i('}’3,000 mi]Jes{.’ But the advantages of u short h'ne of co%ﬂumciiflﬂn
between s base of operations or source of supply wnd an army in the feld, needd no

demonatration. s
«We have still & native army in India, of perhaps one hundred and fifty thousand men.

The European army (of ler Majesty and the st India Company) at present actually in
India, mn? pumber probably eighty thousand men. . « The
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% The distance over sea by which the latter part of this great army hns to be conveyed

and has to carry on its communications, reliefs, and suceessive drafts from Britain to the

~ months of the Indus and Ganges, to Caleutta, Madins, Kurrachee sud Bombay,—may, in

round numbers, be reckoned (aceording to past arrangements), as about fourteen thougand
miles )

« The maintenance of war nnder such unparalleled circumstances, from so vast a dis-
tance, and on such a seale of magnitude, is without example in history ; must ageravate
the arduousness of the national efforts to an extreme extent, and possibly, for a considerable
period, To alleviate the difficulties, dangers, and sacrifices thus entailed, demand the
adaption for their remedy, of every expedient that can be devised,

« Hitherto, on all occasions, it has been the practice to effect the reliefs of regiments in
India, by this long sea voyage, in sailing vessels, This habitude may, perhaps, partly
account for the announcement of opinions on the part of the authorities ofp the Admiralty
and of other departments, at the commencement of the late events, that sailing vessels
would be still preferable to steamers for the conveyance of the troops,

“ TUp to the 10th of July that opinion continued to be acted on. To that date, of 31
vessels taken up, nearly the whole were sailers; but it has been alleged, and perhaps cor--
rectly, that the prevailing winds in July and August, warranted for these montbs, the
opinion in favour of sailing ships,

< In the interval from the 10th of July to the 1st of December, of the 59 ships taken
np for troops (several of a good, some of the best class), 29 were screw steamers. This
at all events afforded tests, Eongh not accurate ones, of the relative qualities of steamers
and sailing vessels in accomplishing the transit. No sufficient experience, itis stated, had
been yet had, of the employment on long voyages of screw steamers. Doubts were
entertained as to the means of replenishing coul on the voyage. But slight provision at
depats, ap to have been previously made, either by Governwent or for the mercantile
marine. the four regiments despatched about the middle of July, two were embarked
on steamers, two on clippers, or fast sailing vessels,

* According to the Return furnished by the Marine Department of the East India Com-
Y, giving names of transports and length of passages to the four principal ports of

Appendix, No. . India, the following will be the average results, as between stcamers and sailing ships:—
% From ENGLAND TO CALCUTTA:

“From 6th Avgust to 21st October 1857 average of pine

steamers, omitting fractions - - - - - - 82days
“ Average of 22 sailing ehips: 10th June 1857 to 27th August
1858 - <« -« .« . - <« < = 116 days

“ In favour of steamers: difference - - - 84 days.

“ To MapRras:

“ Average of 2steamers -« -~ - . - - - 90days.
» 2 pailing ghips - - <« -« = < 131 days

“ Difference in favour of steamers - - - 41 days.
L] ————
“ To Bompar:

“ Average of 5 steamers - - - - - - - 76dnys
” 9 gailing ships ~ ~ - - - -« 118 days

e bl

4

“ Difference in favour of steamers - - 42 days.

€ To KURRACHEE:

“Averageof?:stgamera - o+ = = = =« O1days,
»” Wehipp - - - - - =« <« 128 days.

- 37 days.

“ Difference in favour of steamers -

“ Average of the whole of the 19 passages by steamers to the

four ports of India = = 83 days.
“ Average of paseages of 43 sailing Wlipp - - - - 120 days.

“ Diflerence between averages of steam and sailing vesscls - 37 daya.

S —

“ Tho.



ON EAST INDIA (TRANSPORT OF TROOPS). it

Xvix
“ The expense charged for steamers in most of these cases may perhaps have been tecble
that for sailing ships. This great enhancement of charve howeyer for steamers, gradually
diminished after the first unusual pressure of demand. But in so vital an emergency
expense Was expressly admitted to be unimportant as an element of caleulation,

“ As to the exact value of these averages, it is for nautical men to form & judgment. But

though they may be wanting in some of the particulars requisite for complete comparison,

still 1t must be admitted ithat the ahove avewﬁges do afford element for an approximative

estimate of the relativn motive powers of wind and steam, in relation to the class of trans-
ports at present available in the merchant marine market,

“ Liooking again to this official return, dated 27 February 1858, we have to notice the
following amongst the results of the long sea route on the present oceasion i—

“ To CALCUTTA, Were conveyed by steamers - = = 6,798 men,

» » ” smling Bhips - - - 0489
“ TotaL to Caleutta - - - - 16287 ,,
B\ MaDRAS, by steamers -~ - - - - . 2089 -

» » sailing shipg - - - - - . 985

”»

“ ToraL to Madrags -~ - - « 3,074

“ To BoMBAY, by steamers » = - - . . . 3006
» » Soilingships - - - o - . 3439

»
»

“ TOTAL to Bombay - - - - 7,345

»

“To KURRACHEE, by steamers - - =« - - . i85 ,
» » sailing ships - = =« .23,
“ “ ToraL to Kurrachee -~ - - 4272 ,,

*

“ By steamers 1,951 men,—Dby sailing ships 4,029,~were sent to CEyrow (Total 5,980);
but ay this was a destination merely of rendezvous, expressly to ¢ await orders as to
“port of destination,’ to refer to the transport of this portion of the troops might lead to
inaccuracy.

“ It appears, then, from the above, without referring to Ceylon, that 27 steamens carried
to the four ports of disembarkation m Indis, 14,144 men; averaging therefqre 548 men.
in each ship. That in 55 sailing ships were conveyed 16,234 men; averaging 289 men
in each. Iv})ow by the same official statement of averages, it appears that the 14,144 men
conveyed on steamers, arrived at their destinations on an average of 87 duys sooner than
the 16,234 men embarked on sailing ships. 'We have no sufficient evidence to enable us
to state, that any considerably greater number of steam transports could or could mot hn;e
been procured at that time in the market. But we mny at least observe, that in so far
ns that could have been done, s portion of the latter m;mber would have arnyeq at their
destinations by some weeks earlier than they actually did. But we draw this inference
distinetly, with a view to the future, rather than to the past.

‘V’: L]
« Tug ¢ OvERLAND RowTE.

i i f our inquiry of great
“The transport of troops by this route, we believe, to be a branch o rea
importance. hI.:A. controvtﬁsy{n regard 0 it, between the Board of Control and the :Etwl.:t
India Directors, appears to have commenced coevally with our first information of the
Indian revolt.

“The espediency of dispatching by this line some portion ?f %‘e l:-emfgﬁgu:aﬁsé ‘lv:;i
vepenteily proposed by members of the House of CommonstS}:} nlr(lis‘;’m ta.s hml:gier from
year’s Parliamentary Session. Her Majesty’s Government then dissented, >
these propositions. . .

“ Sulmequcntlito those discussior{ls, :l:ltl)li:ll?lﬂ t;)l;:taﬁllis;n 11;:1.;1:& ga::ss%rg‘_:fngm tgolclii::

; o ¢ heen occasionally allude 8 4 3 "
:lﬁ:);i,ﬂ]&&};ntﬁﬁ;l: g8 to the weight or charnoter of'y these pohtxci]al co%mdem;l?;z:ﬁ I:Jaesdlﬁ;'
been communicated to your Committee. And though alleged to ﬂ’l‘l’e eenﬁuuousl to the
the Cabinet in July, as they were waived in September, and since ft en conrealit tyo b
present time, we are totally unsble to attribute any importance, & "‘{ell l}f therg’ were any
nssigned considerntions, ) orcover, it seems to have been f°1'g°'(51tet‘;‘; t;:veln ¢ what has been

. validity in this political obstacle, it ougt similacly have o e comtant, passage and re-
' going on for years ju the knowledge of all Hurope, namely, the cons ders-in-chief down
;assfgo through E“‘Ylpl: of all ranka of our military ofticers, from comman
t

to the humbleat subaltern, R “ Mr,
382,
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« My. Vernon Smith, the late President of the Board of Control, states that, ¢ on lookiny
¢ back, the only things he regretted are, that the forces that were under engagement to g0
¢ out in slow sailing vessels were not taken out of those vessels, and put in other ships, and
< that more serew steamers were not sent atan earlier period ;* that he considered the danpers
of the Red Sea in the hot season immense; that theve was the possibility of the demoraligy.
tion of the troops; that, in short, there was no manner of preparation there for the passage ‘
overland ; and that he had a gentleman in his oftice, Bir G. Clerk, with whom he was con-
stantly in communication, who was decidedly of the same opinion as himself with respeet to
this route, and as to the insalubrious climate of the Red Sea in summer. Dr. Beatson, he
added, was also prepared to give valuable evidence on the Jatter point. Colonel Sir H,
Storks, Secretary for Military Corresgmdence at the War Department, was likewise sug-
gested as a witness on the part of the Board of Control,

« 1. 8ir H. Storks generally coincided in the opinions of Mr. Vernon Smith. He had
twice passed through Egypt. He ‘went down the Red Sea in May, and returned in the
¢ month of October 1851 On going down the Red Sea no death took place during his
voyage; but on mhnrning in October, two deaths occurred, a naval surgeon, aod an officer
of the East Indian Civil Service. He attributes these deaths to sleeping on deck ; almost
all the passengers except himself slept on deck. His own health was “ not at all” injured,
He had merely passed through Euypt. But be entertained s ¢ strong opinion about. the
¢ insalubrity of the passage through Egypt for troops during the summer months;’ believed
that troops landed in India after this passage, would not be in so good a condition as after
the vovage round the Cape. He adds, however, in the latter part of his evidence, that
with respect to the troops subsequently sent through Egypt, everything * has gone on very
¢ well’ The railway is in the “ most efficient state.’ Excepting in the hot months, ¢ there
¢ would be no difficulty in sending any number of troops across the Isthmus of Suez, with
¢ proper arrangements,’

%2, Sir G. Clerk states that he has been over the Red Sea passage three times, but not
during the worst part of the yvear (July and August). Could not say the climate of the
Red Sea was unhealthy when he was there, but it is impossible for a crowd to be comfort-
ably stowed away. Believed that ladies and children pass by that route, but they have
accommodation. The companies that work the line there, have everythirg admirably con-
ducted, and they would have done it as well as any other company in thee world, perhaps
better. The ships are good, the service well looked after on shore and afloat,~but they
cannot do mpossibilities. He deems it the ¢ very worst route that could be thought of for
¢ troops § a ‘precarious,’ * false and baseless eystem of transit, where the troops have to
¢ scramble on jackasses across the desert, and you cannot rely upon anything even so
€ organised as that for a continuance’” In regard to the climate, his objections, he ¢aid,
principally applied to the months of ¢ July and August.” Under the circumstances that
did occur, however, he was of opinion that this transit might have beelx'le‘})mcticable, pro-
vided provisions, means of transport, and accommodation had been prepared, and ¢ provided
¢ Ezvpt belonged to us” At Suez ¢ you require rations for the men to eat and ships to
¢ float them, and good drinking water is brought from far off’ * You may evaporate altogether
¢ in a healthy climate ; that is the condition of Suez’ At the same time, he had not heard
a word againet the conduet of the troops now going by this line, for whom ¢ there bave been
¢ admirable arrangements made.’

“ This witness is well known to be a high authority on questions of Indian as well as
Kaffir policy, but we confess that some of his opinions on this local and partly maritime
topic, appear to v totallﬁ unsupported by facis. Already, though at a later period than
n , above 5,000 British troops have arrived in India in excellent health, by this
¢ precarious, false, and baseless’ transit.

* 3. Dr. Beatson, whose sanatory objections to the Red Ses passage were so much relicd
on, had ¢ passed down’ that sea ¢ only once, in the month of August 1851 ; found no diff-
culty in paseing through Egypt; the heat in the Red Sca was the most intense he ever
experienced ; but there was no sickness, no malady, no deaths, in the Red Sen; but on the
paseage from Aden to Galle an engineman died. There was ¢ very grent discomfort from
¢ intense heat ;” but on the whole, so far as he himself was conccmed,r{c ¢ preferred very much
¢ this mode of transit to India to four months’ voyage round the Cape.’ He had been in the
last Burma war.  Of the force with which be served (1,050 men), 43 died of cholera, after
the capture of Rangoon. To a crowded deck passage from Madras, and to hardships and
pmatmns_during the attack on Rangoon, he attributes the loss of these 43 men, ¢ All
* fresh arrivals (in India) are very subject to outhreaks of cholern,” With regard to the
transit by t]le Bed Sea, Dr. Beatson ¢ would not hesitate to adopt it in a great cmergenc{;
¢ did not think the risk so great, provided suitable arrangements existed for embarking the
¢ men ; but would not reco it in ordinary circumstances.’

“ Various corroborative statements will be found in our proceedings, to the effeet,~that
& oo 3 the events of Meerut and Delhi became known,—the Dircctors of the East Indin
Company Wbm";!Od earnest representations to (jovernment, and continued to do so, with
view to despatching a portion of the reinforcements by Egypt.  Almost the whole of them
bad directed their exclusive attention, from earliest lif‘((z, to Indian affairs. They were necee
tarily, for manv years, in constant communication with their civil and military ofticers,
comstantly going to and returning from the Last in all seasons, by the short overland route.
But their representations remained without result for nearly thres months. On the 10th

Septomber
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. Sliitcmber permission was given for detachments to be passed over Egypt. The first de-

t of 2 C i
12 dT;: of 200 men embarked at Malta on the 1st of October, and arrived at Aden in

- -
“ Above four months elapsed before'281 men of the first reo}
: fo t (th
sent by this line; they embarked at Plymouth on the 11th o?ﬁsgenfbe:,ﬁxg iggi?e‘ge;g
Madras in 34 days, being less than half the time of the swiftest passage round the Cape
The 94th regiment embarked from Plymouth on the 8th December, and arrived at Kur-

rachee in 87 days. The 863 officers and men of *this corps were conveyed from Plymouth .

to Alexandria on the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s ship ¢ Y

Kurrachee on the steamer ¢ Qriental.” The 71st footl,) 86y1 oi’ﬁcgrs :}11(}] l:r(::: ,pgggdegzotg
Malta on Her Majesty's ships ¢ Vulture’ and * Princess Royal,'—arrived at Bomba 1st
wing in 18 days,—2d wing in 16 days, %

“ It appears that the Governor-General in Council assumed that the H
would have despatehed troops by the way of Egypt. The following is a ;;za(j: ‘fr're;gnm:l?et:
Grovernor-General in Council's letter to the Home Government, dated 7th of Aneust 1857 :
¢ We are also in communication with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navieation Com-
¢ pany for the conveyance from Suez of the troops that may possibly have been despatched
¢ to India by that route, Soon after, the intellizence of the mutinies reached Bnoland, It
¢ is understood that the ordinary mail steamers of this company can bring 400 men from
¢ Suez each trip, and more if there are few pussengers, Instructions have accordingly
¢ been given for preparing the ¢ Bentinck,’ the steamer which conveys the present mail, for
¢ the reception on hoard of that vessel of as many men as she can convey in addition to the
¢ ordinary passengers.’ _

“In France likewise it seemed to have been assumed, as a matter of course, that the
acceleration of our reinforcements must at that moment have been 2 paramount object of
British policy. Not doubting then of the overland route being adopted, the Emperor
Napoleon spontaneously, and in the most generous mauner, promptly tendered permission
for the passage over France by British troops, to enable their being embarked, if deemed
destrable, at Marseilles for Egypt. This was appropriately acknow?edged\ in the House of
Commons during the last year's Session, by the then Premier.~-The same anticipation,
doubtless, actuated the Sultan's Government, by whom a firman was immediately offered
and transmitted for our troops to pass over the Egyptian territory. Every one, we believe,
who had the slightest knowledge of the local Grovernment, of the latter territory, was fully
aware of the special willinguess of his Highness the Viceroy or Pacha, to render every
possible assistance towards the progress of our forces,

“This was amply proved; when at length, the superintendent of the Peninsular and
Oriental Company, m Eavpt, Mr. Holton, was authorised to make application on the
subject. Extracts of the reply, transmitted to us from the East India House, are as
follows:; )

¢ The answer of the Viceroy respecting the passage of the troops, ex ¢ Ripon,’ through
¢ Egypt, was received last evening. His Highness states that it will be a satisfaction to
¢ him to give facility to the passage of not only 200 men, as in the present instance, but to
¢ that of 20,000, if necessary, and not € en bourgeois,’ but in uniform, and with their arms, if
“ required.’

« ¢ No physical difficulty exists,’ the superintendent adds, “in the passage of troops through
“ this country; 10,000 men (by rail and marching) might easily be transported (from
¢ Alexandria) to Sucz in 60 hours” © A thousand men can easily be transported across the
¢ Isthmus in 30 hours; baggage and stores in 48 hours.” ¢ Artillery could also be transported;
“ but until after the completion of the railway (next April) it would bave to be limited to
< very light field pieces’ ¢The Viceroy is very desirous ta convey through his gount.g as
¢ many soldiers as possible; and so great o disposition does he display to facilitate their
* movements, that be adds, ¢ I will consider them not as transit passengers, but as my own,
¢ and will carry them by my own private engines, carriages, and trucks.

“Tt is certainly worthy of remark that, in support of the course they pursued, the late
Government only had to adduce the before-named two or three official witnesses, who chq»
eided, it is truc, with their chiefs, but whose actunl information on the matter wn}sl ORnci
ously deficient.~Neither of them having been ever, as they admit, in Egypt or on the he
Sea, during the summer months, ‘

% On the other hand, in the annexed Minutes of Evidence, and in the Appendix, f:.n-e cop;
tained numerous and coneurrent testimonies in favour of the adoption of this hm:,i Othb‘ﬂl}s}
Several of them from persons of most extensive local and practical experience, and therctore
of great and unquestionable authority on the subject. i o the

] i ' ab seaj onginally comm

1, Captain Hursis states—that he has beon 40 years at sea; ong :

‘Lowther [éastlc,' Fnst Indin Company's ship; subsequently commanded dumnrg i ét)‘y;e;}r:

Peninsular and Orientnl Company’s steamers ; nawgamd in tll’\'wcs;flessmggetimea woen

Culeutta end Suez during vine yourss raned uptonnt?le (ﬁm&] :}' Tri;de 'evis of Opinio’n that

#easons of the year; is at present nautical asacssor ) ; 8 fhas

i iti i d Sea, certainly not for steamers;

Do serio time dangers are incurred in the Re . &

tow the l:fr(?;:::-y Arab 5essc[s of the countr{ W(:]uldbtlie tﬂu?gmsémnz ;iliulxégcg ;\;hsa;ti%:]e;

i i i 5 5 that &

in mévmg English vessels up the Red bcaé nut dou e vossl
3 2- - .
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clipper-vessels agninst the monsoon from Bombay to Aden. In the monsoon at sea, the
rain iz merely in oceasional squalls; on the whole, it is fine weather in tht season from
Socutrs to Boebay ; it is when the south-west monsoon reaches the western ghauts of Indiy
that i:ﬂ;)mcipimtes itself in heavy rains, DPassengers coming from India are usually in
impai health, therefore occasional demths take place; passengers leaving Lingland
armiving in this very hot weather, usually make no difference in their diet or mode of livina,
and on the vorage to India consequently deaths sometimes occur, ns everywhere else,
from imprudence; but with troops, he apprebended that the commanding officer or their
dactor would take care that proper attention was paid to their diet, To persons in ordin
health, no inpediment whatever from heat or personal suftering to undertaking that voyage,
In the hot scazon of the vear in the Red Sea, might have had ecensional sickness on board
his ship, but never any viclent diseases, such as fever or cholera; his passengers suffered
considerable inconvenience from heat, but no eases of sickness in consequence of it, that he
remembered; considers Suez a sanatorium, one of the finest climates in the world; does
not see how troops could be demoralized there; in the summer extremely warm, but still
Lealthy ; zees no difficulty as to water, At Aden, the water of the Peninsula, though not
good, 15 used without injury to health by the garrison and inhabitants ; does not think that
even in the monsoon, troops would experience more than ordinary occasional sickness in
passing down the Red Sea; an entive regiment, the 94th, was landed at Kurrachee without
a case of sickness; other detachments landed in India avithout a single ease of sickness; as
a maritime station, states that Aden is one of the finest harbours in the world; at Aden
it rarely happens that yon have any gales of wind at all,—never amounting to a gale;
counts the voyage during the south-west monsvon (June, July, and August), from Malta
to Bombay as 20 days,—from the Mauritius to Bombay as 30 days,—from the Cape to
Bombay 35 to 40 days. Thinks we bave had a proof that clippers proceeding round the
Cape cannot arrive in India, even with the inducement of a high preminm, so quickly ag
SeTew steamers.

¢ ¢ Under all circumstances, and in all seasons, considers that the best way of carrying
¢ troops to India is for the Government 1 organise a line of sea transport down the Red
* Sea; this might be organised by the Government, but it could also be s efficiently carried
¢ out by private enterprise.’

< The extraordinary experience of this witness, as a navigator of eastern scas, has induced
us to extend this summary of hiz important evidence. .

3

« 2, Admiral Sir Henry Leeke, of Her Majesty’s Navy, was Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Navy for the last five to six years—directed the embarkation of the army for the
Persian Gulf. During the six months ending 17th September, when he left Bombay, there
were 140 vessels lying in Bombay Harbour, and only one steamer—had a great many
steamers under bis command, but they were dispersed over the Indian Ocean. About 110
of these were very fine ehips, splendid and fast sailing ehips belonging to this country.
When the 10th Hussars went to the Crimes, they d&id not lose a man on the voyage tv
Suez, and but 12 horses out of 1,400. Some men who had had chest complaints were all
recovered when they arrived at Cairo. This regiment and the 12th Lancers were embarked
for Egvpt under his direction—four steamers and six sailing ships conveyed them, --there
were 1,600 men and 1,400 horses. The hay and water required nearly as much tonnage as
ten times as many men. Had the Government judged fit to send screw line-of-battle ahips
to Caleutta and Bombay with troops, it would have had an extraordinary and eleetric effect
on the whole population of the country. The moral effect would have been enormous.
The steam companies have large depdts of provisions at Suez ; is favourable to employing
line-of-battle ships for troops, if Yower-deck guns taken out; does not see why troops being
on board shoul(fj upset the crew of a well-disciplined man-of-war, Received permission
from the Court of Directors to build a 60-gun frigate (68-pounders), to be so construeted
as to be capable of being converted into a line-of-battle ship, or a transport, a screw vessel
on the plan of the ¢ Shannon.' Was aware that there is a difference of opinion as to the
expediency of earrying troops on board ships of war. Does not think there would be any
injury to the health of troops in the passage through Egypt or by the Red Sea,~nor the
slightest difficulty on the score of health, want of provisions, or water,—but you must take
care of your commissariat beforehand. Went with his family to India by the Red Sca~
for three days it was jntolerably hot, but nothing to interfere with health,—* we were as
¢ healthy az usual, and we ate and drank as much as usual’

“ 3. Mr. Engledue, formerly a lieutenant in the English navy, has been employed for
the Penineular and Oriental Company, since 1840, in the transmission of mails and passen-
gere through Egypt,—was the first superintendent sent out to arrange the coaling stations

to India; has heen 18 years officially concerned in this transit,—is now supcrintendent for
. that company, at Southampton ; at different times has been in Egypt, in India, to Caleutts,
down the Red Seay across the Indian Ocean ; and has made severnl trips at nll seasons of
the year; conriders Suez, in the month of July, though hot, one of the purest atmospheres
you can breathe; landed there himself, when nearly dying from dyscntery,~remained
there 12 daye, but had recovered some days before the end of that period. The European
roops at Aden have heen healthy s eonsiders that it is as hot in Malta as in the Red Sen;
:lb{fil;ievmsw(,mm to he particularly healthy ; thinks that on an emergency there are no serious
ifficultion to be ap ;rchendcc_l or troops in the Red Sen; believes that n hody of troops
conveyed by one of the Peninsular Company’s ships would be much more comfortable th]nn
under
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under canvas in the field, in the hot seagon of th
e year. A vessel (he says) moing ni
ten llmots an hour always creates a draught, and with double awni(nws, gnc)l gailsnovgetl?:
:;?;:,ll ;‘x:r?;f:r{ﬁ,n aﬂ:ld'wetti’ngﬂth%n,d );()u mi;_.gm make matters very comfortable; found it
12. 23 in the Red Sea, in June, July, and August: only sh i
] ! ] | owers of
()ccm;;onalI{l in the Red Sea; in t})e Int]mn Ocean, 1#in comes in ’the gmnsoon onl;a ;E
squals, and not continuously, as in India; rarely in the monsoon any severe weather in

the Red Sea; i i
the Atlant?g :s, ;Ja(;t.ween Aden and India there are sometimes heavy seas; but nothing like

“ The first detachment of the 57th regiment proceed in plai
flothcs, as ordered from home. The Pacha said I")he dic{E io?o\%aﬁliﬂgtggnfgg nﬂ:g Eﬁ:ln
‘ that they might-march through with their arms. He turned into ridicule the iden of our

gending them in plain clothes.” The arms, accoutrements, and kits of the men were

packed m arm-chests adapted to the purpose, but not exceeding 200 Ibs. the case. The

whole journey (of thie detachment), deducting stoppage and certain accidental detentions

was completed from Alexandria to Suez in 17%10111’9. “ The arrangements made for giving
]

xxi

¢ (the troops) two meals en route were excellent.” ¢ The men were provided with one da.y’%.

: cooked p{‘)ovisifgns in the haversacks, in case of need.’ ¢ The reilway is capable of carryinﬁ
any number of men, the viceroy frequentiy being accompanied in his excursi g
¢ the country by 5,000 troops at a time.’ ° i Flons throug

. “ ¢ T bhave never known but one feeling, either with the old pacha, Mehemet Ali, or the

present one’ (snys this witness),—‘and that is to give every facility in sending things
¢ through Egypt, troops and baggage, and everything else’ —Even when our fleets were
bombarding Acre, then garrisoneﬁ by Egyptian troops, Mehemet Ali declared his determi-
nation not to interrupt in any way our passage over his territory.

% The fact fortunately is, that the continuous use of this line by England contributes in
a very important degree to the revenues of the Viceroy, and to the pecuniary advantage of

his people.

“ 4. Admiral’ Alexander Milne, one of the Lords of the Admiralty, thinks it is always
objectionable to send troops in line-of-battle ships to any great distance, particularly across
the tropics; it is all very well in the Mediterranean. OQur ships of war (16 line of battle,
besides frigates and smaller vessels), brought home 21,404 men from the Crimea. Some of
these large ships brought home as many. as 1,700 men, with a full crew. The lower deck
guns were not taken out. There are merchant ships lying at the Cape generally, There
were four ships of great power at the Cape—the ¢ Penelope,’ the ¢ Megzera,’ the ¢ Castor,’
the ¢ Boscawen ;’ a linc-of-battle ship, ready if required. The Transport Department under
the Admiralty is reduced since the war. There were nine of Her Majesty’s ships set apart
since the peace for transport services ;—the ¢ Himalaya,’ the ¢ Urgent,' the ¢ Perseverance,
the ¢ Assurance,’ the ¢ Assistance,” the ¢ Simoom,’ the ¢ Vulcan, the ¢ Megwera,’ and the
¢« Transit.” 'The ¢ Transit’ was lost, and there are now only eight.—When the troops were
brought home from the Crimesa, they must have been ¢ exceedingly erowded’ in the ships
of war. It is lucky that there was no sickness” ¢We all know’ (Admiral Milne says),
¢ that it is a great inconvenience to have ships lumbered with troops, and the discipline and
¢ drill and everything is interfered with; it is always to be avoided if it can be.’

« 5. Mr. Lumsden, senior member of the Council at Bombay, left Bombay the 15th
August 1857, for England, over land. Has been seven times up and down the Red Sea;
so fur from the health of his fellow passengers having been affected, it was quite the
reverse; they were all very well. The heat of the voyage in the Red Sea continues for
two or three days. There are reefs in the Red Sea,—but it has been very well surveyed
by the officers of the Indian Navy. Docs not of lnte years recollect a case of the loss of a
ghip. Does not think the monsoon is felt at all in the Red Sea. There would be no diffi-
culty on the score of health, in sending by it at any time of the year a considerable number
of troops by way of Egypt, with proper precautions, not over-crowded, and with good
awnings.—After the news from Delh, they all at Bombay had the impression that it
would end in a serious general revolt. Was very anxious to obtain troops from Malta,
where he heard there were 10 regiments.  The water at Suez is brackish; Nile water is
sent from Cairo. Had for several months an unusual nurber of clippers, very fine vessels,
at Bombay 3 500, 1,000, or 2,000 men might remain at Cairo w@t}_mut inconvenience, Lord
Elphinstone showed from the first the greatest energy and activity, and sent and received
telegrams himself without waiting to consult his Council,

% 8. Mr. Mead states that he was ten years in India. Has been sig times up and down
the Tted Sen. On the lnst occasion the ship was full of women and children; no death or
sickness oceurred.  Does not recollect on any occasion any death or sickness in the Red
Sea. Recolleots at the commencement of this revolt, before he left Caleutta, a proclama-
tion published by Nena Sahib, stating a3 an encouragement to the revolters, that the deiq;e.
roy of aypt and the Sultan had tota ly cut off the means England had possessed of sending

reinforcements through Egypt.  * )

i i hat Colonel Fraser,

% 7. The Chairnan of the Court of Directors, Mr. Mangles, states t

who was employed during the Crimesn War to superintend the transport across Egypt of

the 10th anc\ 12th regiments of Cavalry, from Indin, wrote to the War De m(tim?iml’ in

August Inst, very strongly in favour of the overland route. Rc:lollected t]mtl t:lr Ltp l:l:(.l.
10 in his pri ; i i rland route

stono in his private lettors expressed sev eral times his regret that the ove te ud

383, 3

2419,

1651,
1404,

1723,
1724,
1728,

701,
702.
732,

1260.
1261,
1962,
1263.
1356,



xxi PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE

pot been adopted. e had written on the part of the Court, very early in the duy, to the
President of the India Board, to ask whether the Admiralty would give some line-of-battle
ships to take out troops; and the answer was, that Sir Charles Wood had no ships for us,

1308, Says ¢ We were not Qo the first instance) o satisfied as we are now, as to the great supe-
¢ riority of screw stesmers (over sailing vessels)” Was of opinion that to have sent out
troops to India in the very bot season, would have cost life; but that as it was 4 grave
emeryency, that risk might well have been run, as the rapid appearance of reinforcements
in India would have been of such ciinent service.

@ §. Captain Hoseason, a commander in the Royal Navy, has served nine years in the
Mediterranesn ; considers Egypt very healthy ; that there is an error in regard to the word
monzoons’ it is only a wind blowing periodically in a certain direction ; it 1s just as healthy
as any other wind, = The south-west monsoon (he says) is not an infections wind; it js g
retnr&ing wind for vessels coming from India to Suez, but it is wholesome, in fact, it purifies
all India when it comes. Has been many times in Alexandria; no inconvenience to lay in
the harbour of Alexandria; has been two months at a time there; the harbour is of great
capacity, the facility of going in and coming out of it, for steamers, is proved by the won-
deriul reqularity of the mail steamers going to and coming from India.

9, Captain Shepherd, a Director of the East India Company, and member of the
Committee where all matters connected with shipping and transport of troops to India are
330, managed, has no hesitation in saying, that from the first he was very anxious that troops
should be sent overland; that they fixed the period for the ships to be ready, but the
troops were not ready under three weeks; had heard the other day that the 94th Regiment,
after all their misfortunes in the Bay of Biscay, had arrived at Kurrachee, by Egypt, in
37 days from London. Had his wishes been acted on, troops would have arrived at ilembay
22 days sooner; at Kurrachee, the difference would have been greater. Were the affair to
* cecur again, he would certainly, for the long sea voyage, have recommended screw steamers,
in preference to clippers or sailing vessels. A proposal was made, on the 22d of August,
to the East India Company, by Messrs, Croskey & Co., on behalf of the European and
American Steam Company, for the conveyance of troops overland, to the effect that there
should be a fortnightly despatch from this country, and that 1,000 men should be sent by
each conveyance. The reply was, that Her Majesty’s Government had no intention of
sending any considerable number of troops through Leypt.

%10. Mr., Allen, managing director of the Peninsular and Oriental Company,—states
that the Company has latterly charged 40L per man to Calcutta, all expenses of every
description included therein. The Pacha of Egypt charges the company 5L per soldier
and 10/, per officer, for the use of his milway across Egypt, and for the use of his carriages,
The Pacha’s ordinary charge for passengers is 10/. There are particular charges for dif-
ferent kind: of mercantile commodities. Gold and silver and jewellery form a very large
Eurtion of them. The duties levied by the Pacha on silver and gold is 7s. 6d. per cent.

uring the Jast year there were forwarded by the company through Eovpt at least a million
and a half sterling of silver per month,—(The duty payable therefore, lust year, to the Pacha

. ogsm. on silver alone, must have been about 76,000L The additional transit charge would pro-
2653, bably have carried this payment on silver to above 100,000/) ~Ladies and children pass at
2663, all seasons of the year. The Peninsular Company receive from the Govgrnment for assist-
% ing to forward the mails over 200,000%. a vear, The company have 45 steam ships, rangin
2681, from 2,600 tons to 700. Abont two-thirds of these ships arein the Eastern Sens, one-thi
2708, on this side of Egypt. The 10th Dragoons, in 1854, were alittle troublesome at Cairo, but
2713, nothing of that sort has occurred since. The water at Aden is a little brackish, but the
;7745;' troops drink it, and are very hwlthfy. If the authorities had called on the company in the
iy month of July last to send troops for them overland, the company could have done it then
2784, just the same as it has been done since; he anticipated no difficultics whatever. The
2804, Pacha attributes great importance to the overland transit; is very desirous of facilitating
2808, it; does not believe the Pacha consulted the Sultan about it.

Appendix, No. .  “1l. Dr. Fraser, eurgeon 10th Hussars, states from Suez, 3d January 1838, € The
¢ temporary hospital I have opened here succeeds satisafactorily.’

¢ At present, however, everything is going on well, especially that which I regard as
¢ the most important item ; fresh water is delivered with regularity, and in sufficient quantity.
¢ I have therefore no fear but that those under my charge will be comfortably provided for,
* a8 in almost every other respect we are independent, having such an ample supply of pre-
“ served pravisions of every kind, to have recourse to if need be. The house, of course,
* bas been thoroughly cleaned, fumigated, and white-washed, and though of humble appear-
‘ ance, the fhen are as well provided for in essentials, that is, so far as their comfort and
¢ well-being in every respect are concerned, as if the structure were of greater pretensions.
* Xt is well ventilated, and in an airy situation” (December 16, 1857.)

“ Early in this i_tiquiry, 8 letter was addressed to our Chairman, which was laid by him
b::fore the Committee. It was transmitted through s Member of the Committee, Mr.
Bernal Ocborne. It appears to your Committee so specially relevant, and so unimpeachable

:a“i?’]t‘i(‘:mﬂy on the point at iseue, that we deem it right to submit it, verbatim, in our Report,
L) WE B

; < S, Ouklands, Clonmel, 3 March 1858,
Appeudix, No. . “1uavgsesn in the papers that you are Chairman of o Committee of the House of Commons, to
nquire, winongst other matters, us to the pragticability of conveying*troops to Indin in the summar,

through

o~ '



ON EAST INDIA (TRANSPORT OF TROOPS),

through Lgypt and the Red Sen. It appears to me that th i
) tand . il e question was sol
:;:,;3; ds;}:) n‘;z‘eddli;;r?}g":feesiﬂ:({o flign India in ;heNyimr 1801, agd landenl at K%s?etiir in May and June;
ed L [ lerie, on the Nile; procceded down that riv ‘
?:tﬁ"l: 5 glr:t(lhlgft‘illsnf:llo‘\]\;l:n% year, 1802, several regimcnt; returned to ‘fndin Ey g:l:;’ agnad"t]l‘iznﬁgt{\ éee:“
-, Lhat foree, amounting to 5,000 men, consisted of o t i ix
guns, sor(;:e field batteries, a troop of drngoon;and several regiment:of in?nnrtor(;r{) o{‘]:::)yrs[:enzrt;lil&r{i]::
guns ulnl small arms, ammunition, camp equipege, baggage, and 126 chests of treasitre, The troops
enerally were very healthy. The march ecross the Suez Desert from the Lake of Pilgrim'« near Grg pd
d:;:':& ti?h Sl(x]euz& quanp‘?rfomtlﬁd ]ln' four dnysdw(ilt? t}ledgreatest ease; marching by night and encnmpig
. une the ships proceeded to the wi i
se?,Tl'll'hey oy I ;ery o atzzmlé roc ndia, the wind at that season blowitg down the Reﬁ
* There nre probably several officers in Englnnd, who, like myself, served the whal i
i Blere are pr cer vho, vself, G the whole campaign under
Wli!h :::;lto du;u:(l) ', but I am very willing to give uny informatron ont the subject, if the Committes should

“ T have marched through the whole of Onde in June and
oppressive than I did in thge Suez Desert. and July, and I found the heat much more

xxin

when a laree force

. [ I h A
. . % Lieut.-Genern] (signed) uve,“&lgl Phipps,
t¢ 8ir De Lacy Evons, 6.0.8., .. ‘  Colonel, &.1.0.

“ Most truly does Colonel Phipps observe, that the question was in fact solved by th
-historical facts which he so graphically relates, And this was when there were no s’Eemﬁ
Nuavigation Company’s agents to aid our arrangements, and when no milway existed.

¢ Coming down now to the actual present time, annexed are a series of official letters on
the subject, addressed through the Military Secretary to His Royal Highness the General
Commending in Chief, They are from Colonelr{’ocklington, Deppty Quartermaster-
general, appointed in October last to direct and superintend the transit of the troops. This
correspondence, continued to the latest date, has been transmitted to the Committee by the
Secretary of State for War. It is most explicit and satisfactory. Colonel Pocklington '
informs His Royal Highness that ¢ No difficulty whatever exists in the transit, small &ppendix, No.
¢ hodies of troops being treated in every respect as ordinary overland, passengers, The
¢ transit administration evince every disposition to favour our troops, and to attend to their
¢ individual comfort, and the secunty of the stores.” In the course of the evidence, it was Overland route.
requested that a comprehensive Re%rt might be obtained from Colonel Pocklington for -
the information of the Committee, Within the interval of about a month it was transmitted
to us. Not having been in Egypt durihg the summer months, he abstains from giving any
decisive opinion as to whether the transit during that period ‘ would or would not prove
¢ detrimental to the health and stamina of the men” Bnut he says, that during his ¢ six
¢ months’ experience (nutumn,.winter, and _early spring) of the overland route, I am not
¢ prepared to mention a single disadvantage tlus.line possesses as & medium of transport for
¢ troops to reinforce Her Majesty’s army in India.’

« As the authority of this Report is beyond question, as the facts appear to be most care-
fully stated, and having been expressly prepared by direction of the War Department for
this Committee,—we herewith submit 1t:

¥ Bir,  Alexandria, 7 April 1858,
% In obedience to the instructions of His Royal Highness the General Commanding-in-Chief, eon-
tained in your letter of the 22d ultimo, with enclosure from the War Office, dated 20th March 1858, .
I have the{ononr to transmit herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for War, the report,
called for respecting the advantages or disadvantages of the overland route for the transport of troops

to India. « T have, &ec.

% Major-Gieneral Sir Charles Yorke, X.0.8, (signed)  * E, H. E. Pockiington,
e, ke &e. # Col. Dep. Quartermaster-gen,

« Military Secretary, Horse Guards, London.

% Report ot the Overland Route to India as a Means of Transport for Her Majesty’s Troops.

and the trajet most simple, Advantages.

conaiderable
w TrE advantogos of the overland route &8 TErY Y us by the T ransit Administration of

« A thousand men per week ean be conveyed across the isthm
Egypt, without iuterll;wnce with the ordinary passenger traffie, -
i Batween 500 and 400 men cun move at @ time, and perform th
20 hours. . .
¢ t by rail is completed to within almost 20 wiles of Svez, )
. $}:iestlt;1as‘;stl1t3?t§io;mcnt‘lﬂle josrney is performed by the soldiers on donkies in ub?ut _?x hsou:s. bt it i
% The snme notivity does not exist s heretofore in the completion of the line of rail to Suez, bul

ini ut before the end of the current year. ] o
ux-‘:e’ﬁfd o (ll:mﬁl: dd:w]lllmu%;mto the experinent haviog sucgeeded, ond the clugf causé Nomber of troops m& ; i'“,ﬁ]md '
| order an wss fvises from the practice of com'eym%l the troops continuously from 5 October lsm':; ?M pn L
ei'ifler sitie of the isthmus, never atlowing them to land for detention 1858 :mOfﬁ«?m, ; Men, 3,

¢ distance from ship to ship in

of good order nnd su
from ship to ship one . : s
m‘fl}F gm.:: t?IY.):'ncticmblo ehould not arrive at Alexandria till corresponding tonpage is uv:{]ﬂnbi;:nﬂ:; 22‘“’1 Arrangemeéats,
Suez {{:Jd; ltolmceiye u.c';m. Morcover, it is highly important that ull """Pﬁf mm:ﬁ: tigl 35’ forgat 2
ships down the Red Sen, should receive ‘ between deck’ nccommodution accessible at all i S artored
tlml A one-half of the number of men embarked, the same a8 1o tmnsp?rtst;ﬁ[’!ectl_aony ond been
for Rféﬂc‘gmémm of soldiers. 'The absence of thisfhla)ts crented very natq;xg ;ll:;s:: r:m ;: 11 oD oved o
; Yanee o v the troops.  No article of baggage accompnnyl -a-half to
:,zilff";ﬁ%ﬂf,‘;"}‘;"m;ﬂ{; two .-m{-‘h are o camel’s lomtl‘. ﬁ\n O?n:l::ll ﬁz::%aogfe::"ﬁe’md U
. grayed across the Lesert at the p " chi
fo?ur '15?:1: ;:::;'l: ﬁunr?n(;nmgi;‘amhb grcuut‘urﬁished to the soldiers at the cost of the steam-ship compuny
convoying the troops.
“ Qno doy’s cooked
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Dissdvantages.

Concluding remarks.

Overiand rogte,

Serew Steamers
on the Long Sea
vovage,

adhered to in the event of any further transit.
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# For passage seross the Isthmus, inclnding disembarkation at Alexundrin, and re-shi
(performed by lighters and steum-tugs), but exclusive of refreshments, the T
Egvpt charge 3 L for ench officer, first-class_carriage, and 224 1bs, of bagguge

I pment at Suey,
ransit Administration of

allowed :
each soldier, second-class carringe, and 112 1bs. of bagrage to each, to each; 34 for

“ First-class carriages hold 24 persons; second-class carringes hold 30 persons,

* A thousand camels could. at 10 days’ notice, be procured for Degert transport,

~ A thousand donkies at Cairo by 48 hours’ previons warning.

* During six wonths’ experience (nutumn,_wiqter, and enrly spring) of the overland route, I nm not
prepared. to meution a single disadvantage this line possesses, ns a medivm of trausport for troops to
resinforee Her Majesty's army in India,

* The limited amount of material that just at present can be conveyed, seems the only military
difficulty, but on completion of the railway to Suez this will uo longer exist, v

“ The expediency of forwarding troops overland to Indin in the summer, exposed to the Desert's sun
with the great heat of the Red Sea following, is a matter for consideration, and how far the injurious
effects likely to arise from the said exposure, would or would not prove detrimental to the henfth and
stamina ol:nf de m::tr:. ¢ \diers (260 fas b

“ The last detachment of young soldiers (260 men of various corps) that crossed the Desert on th
ultimo, seemed, on arrival ay;; Suez, to feel the effects of their six lg:mn' exposure $o the sun,  27th

“ To perform the trajet on donkey-back during dark nights would be most tedious, liable to accidents
and ynadvisable, ’

« The advantages of the overland route bave been (Freatly enhanced by the focilities afforded our
troops by his Highuess the Viceroy of Eqypt, followed by the ready and wost obliging co-operation of
the director and executive officers of the transit administration, whose prompt attention has been
invariably given to any suggestion it was thought requisite to offer for the convenience or comfort of
Her Majesty’s troojs.

Line of rail single,

) “(signed)  E. H., F. Pocklington.
% Alexandria, 7 April 1858, + “Colonel and Deputy Quartermaster-general,

* It is well known that on the very day of the arrival at Constantinople of the news of
the revolt, Lord Stratford de Redcliffe telegraphed to Her Majesty’s Government to know
if he chould apply to the Turkish Government to allow our troops to pass through Egypt
on their way to India. On the 2d of July Her Majesty’s Government replied by te]egmp?),
that it was not their intention to eend troops by that route. On the 2d of October Lord
Stratford de Redcliffe was directed to ask the formal permission of the Porte and the Pacha
of Egvpt to pass over the Isthmus, which was immediately complied with by both. Three
moniths, therefore, bad already elapsed before detachments were sent by this Jine, and
nearly four months elapsed before we availed ourselves of it for a regiwent of infantry.

“In the summer of 1834, the 10th and 12th Regiments of Dragoons (1,400 horses,
1,600 men), arrived in Egypt from India, and were forwarded thence to the Crimea.
These corps, though their transfer took place during the hot months or monsoon alleged to
be 5o insalubrious, and though they had to remain scme short time in Egypt, are known to
bave beenremarkably healthy and efficient. and to have continued so, throughout their Crimesn
service. This transit, and all the arrangements for it, were superintended by Licutenant-
Colonel Fraser, of the Bombay Army, who was eelected for that duty by the then Governor
General, the Marquis of Dalhousie. It appears that while thus employed, anticipating the
possibility of additional troops being required from India “during the sultry months of
¢ June, July, and August,’ Colonel Fraser proposed a plan to the Governor-general for
effecting that object. Lord Dalbousie not only appr«we&J of it, but directed it to be strictly

“ The internal means of transport after disembarkation of troops also requires notice.
Much difficulty and delay are represented to have occurred in forwarding the troops to -
Allahabad, Cawnpore, and Lucknow. It is said to have taken a month to push forward
3,000 men by detachments to Allahabad. The reinforcements, thercfore, have usually
joined the army by driblets. Six little steamere are mentioned as having been got ready
19 assist these movements, but of so small locomotive power a8 to be unable to tow againet
the stream.  There are in India some thousand miles of river navigation, the Indus, the
Ganges, and come of their principal tributaries, being of course the most important, Such
a¢ these are doubtless the best natural highways of all countrics, The great towns, many
of which are etrategic poete, are almost invarably on the banks of rivers. To navigate the
majority of them effectively, steamers, we are told, ourht not to draw more than two feet
of water. It istobe hoped that euch vessels have been provided, or are in course of construc-
tion, a8 undoubtedly by this means our military operations would be powerfully facilitated.

“ Opinions having been very generally expressed and entertained as has been observed,
in the House of Commons, to the effect that screw stesmers were not employed in &
sufficient proportion for the conveyance of reinforeementa to India by the long-sea voyage ;
that the overland route-was not adopted for a portion of these reinforcements at e carly 8
period in the crisie aa its advantages and facilitics justified ; and generally, that the national
forces were not expedited to the seene of action with as much promptitude as the painful
and tpomen’mus chara%t.er of the revolt demanded.

“ On reverting to the statements and caleulations hirought forward in a preceding pago
(xvi}, it will e seen that, had the 16,000 men cmhnrkcdgupnn 55 suiling 51ipﬂ bee%l 1(150%1-
viyed on ateamers, they would have arrived and hecome availuble for operations, on an

average, 37 days soener, or at all events considerabl mched
ther ok t.inatioyns. y i ¥ aooner, than they actuelly reach




ON EAST INDIA (TRANSPORT OF TROOPS),

“ During from three to nearly four months elapsed as
Majesty’s overnment directgd arrangements or Igg-eparati;;g lgvﬁer;ﬁégﬁg,m rgrﬁHn?f
by Egypt, o portion of the reinforcements so immunently needed by our army in ﬂfe East,
Reiterated objections were made, that tedious and difficult negotiations were involved;
-that great injury to the military stores and efficiency of the troops must arise from their
disembarkation at Alexandria and re-embarkation at Suez; that the passage of the desert
presented serious obptacleg; ond that the extreme insalubrity of the transit rendered its
-adoption altogether inadmissible—~The evidence aknexed to this report induces your Com-

XXy

“ Several thousands of our troops, We must re eat, have now reached Ind; is 1i
-with extraordinary advantage s to economy of ti?ne, and with perfect preseﬁzi})}g :tl‘]ﬁe:.llltlga
~The first regiment that was despatched by this line, passed from Plymouth to Bombay ir
37 days, Of the ﬁ_rst ;egiment sent from Malta, the first wine arrived at Bombay inylﬁ
-days, the second wing in 18 days. An overwhelming mags ofg evidence, from numerous
reliable witnesses, has been lud hefore your Committes, attesting the peculiar facilities
especmlly.m periods of emergency, connected with this mode of communication with om:
.great Iodian possessions.  With only two exceptions, these sources of information were a8
available to the Government as to your Committee, Many of these witnesses were in
oﬂ:icml situations, and personally known to members of the Government. We have no
evidence to show that Her Majesty’s ministera sought for reliable infoymation from any one
who might be supposed specially acquainted with the subject.—It 15 obvious, that had
orders been given to make preparations for this passage on the lat of July instead of the
"1st of October or 1st of November, an earlier arrival in India of some thousand troops must
‘have been effected, than actually took place. +

* Under what eircumetances our ships of war should or should not be required to submit
to tlle inconvenience or disagreeableness of assisting to transport in times of war Her
Majesty’s military forces, is one of the topics connected with this inquiry, remaining for
observation. Under no Government appears some distinet regulation on this point, from
“high authority more requisite than under onrs,—since joint maval and military opera-

_tions, great or small, on some portion of the globe, seem with us to be almost continudus,
The greater the renson, therefore, for the most unreserved mutual co-operation of both
branches of our armed forces. On the score of economy, too, & word may be said on this
hend, About nine millions sterling was the charge for hired transports in the Crimean
war. Very large also will be the charge under the same head for reinforcements to India.
The latter, indeed, will not figure just now in Parliamentary estimates, but we cannot be
«ertain that English tax-payers may not yet be compelled to contribute in gome manner
towards them, The greater part by far of these transport charges are inevitable. But in
gome instances it may surely be hoped that a diminution of them might be effect d.
Doubtless a naval battle can probably be better fought when the combatant ships have but
their fighting crews on board.  On the other hand, however, the result of a battle on shore
may be hazarded, or the fruits of vietory imperfectly gnined, partly in consequence o the
eans of transport in war ships having been unnecessarily restricted.

« We have been led to these remarks in some degree, becanse of the strong disinclination
to admitting troops on board war ships, evinced in Tis evidence by one of the most justly
“influential of our official naval administrators,—and because we cannot gather from that
‘evidence, that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Navy,~the greatest navy in the
world,—have deemed it their duty to render any very adequate support or co-operation to
the policy of our authoritics in the east, or to the more rapid sugmentation of our forces
there, naval or military, during the present lamentable crisis in that quarter. . ’

% The evidence, however, of Admiral Sir Hgnry Le_eke, an o@icer of su{zenor pmctt_cal
experience, is of & directly contrary tenor on this question. He is favourable to employing
line-of-battle ships for troope if lower-deck guns be taken out-~does not see why troops
"being on bonrd should upset the cvew of & well-disciplined man-of-war.

« Oy Tng Furore TRANSPORT OF REINFORCEMENTS.

« Hitherto, the relicfs and drafts of British troo s for India have been numerically of com-

arative small amount. Henceforth, we fear, for a considerable I}eripd, it must be far
'Hiﬁ'erent Durine the course of the present, the second year of the ; ndian revolt, augmen-~
: % ficld, and yet more in hospital; the wear and tear

i ses in the . h
tations or drafis, to supply losse f present Indian policy, cught not

y ickness, and the requirements generally o ht
fgﬂll;swﬂgftgg s{:: ll:;s than 20,00:)l men, At?nclpatm good results from the operntions
Ny %mbly demand from us, a5 many as

. now in course of exceution, still the next year will pro 1
from ’f‘o%t;g“’fo 12,000, mul’ perhaps for one or two further yers, as many a3 from S,Ogo to
10,000 ! Nuﬂlin"”ua ia well llmown, more frequently proves fallacious glnag p?kilc;aéep;zgti?;
. . = " A " e dur ‘ 3
Who will pretend to predicate what conhngencx&aa Inay or may not aris g 0
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lichts enable us, for vpparent probabilities.

« During the discussions on this subject, there has been no one statement more ¢om.
letely erroneous, than that troaps proceeding by the long sea voyage are likely to reach
india“mnm ready for innnediste eflicient action than those arriving there by tﬁe shorter
overland line. The longer troops are on board ship, inevitably without adequate exercise
the more inefticient they will inevitably be, for immediate exertion, after disembarking.
And this will be the more certain in warm climates, There are members of your Com-
mittee who hiave seen, even after a &ix weeks’ vovage, hundreds of soldiers fall out on
the line of movement, and prove incapable of a five miles’ march,~many even full dead,
from exertion being required, without a due peried of preparatory exercise.

 Now, the time occupied by troops from England to Indis is, by the one line, from
33 to 40 days. From Malta to India, from 16 to 18 or 20 days. Compare these periods
with the 83 by steamers, or the 120 days by sailing ships, on the Jong sea route, and the
difference will be admnitted to be great.

% Again, let us take into calculation that, during the longer route, we shall have, under
present circumstances, fram 13,000 to 20,000 troops, in effect, hors de combat, and heyond
power of counter orders,—for a period, annually, of from three to four months, This ia

or three vears in Europe or Asia.  Still we are bound to make provision, se far s our

Z,

a serious consideration. While, as to the shorter line, it will be but for the brief period

of some 14 days, during the transit fram Suez to India, that the troops will be beyond
reach of recall, for any unexpected European contigency.

»
*

“ For these reasons, your Commitice would therefore earmestly recommend that all
regiments for reliefs or augmentation of our eastern army, be henceforth sent overland,
from England, Gibraltar, or Malta. From the two latter undoubtedly in preference, .
because of their greater proximity to India, and because those stations are known to be
particalarly well adapted for acclimatising troops for eastern service. With respect to
detachments of recruits, when not pressingly required, and when yet of insufficient age
and strength for immediate serviee, it may perhaps be found preferable that they should
proceed by the long sea voyage.

“ Three or four extra regiments heing successively kept up in Gibraltar and Malta, the
most acclimatised corps of these marnsons micht, with facility, be pushed on to their
Indian destinations, as required. On this side the Isthmus, maritime means are of course
always available for constantly maintaining the forces at Malta up to their proposed or
necessary strength. Ships of war might Fwithout any transport cost) convey the troops
thence, as they now do, to .Alexandria. ' _

“ Two first-class steamers, Tndependent of the four monthly mail vessels, plying between
Suez and Aden, would probubly be amply cfficient for the transit from Suez;—one of
these steamers to proceed onward to India, when requicite. It is alvo to be borne in mind,
in regard to the passage between Aden and Indin, that clipper eailing vessels are deemed as
well adapted a3 eteamers, for rapidly performing that voyage during some periods of the
year—To provide against accidental delays (if it be not already done), s commodious ship
should obviously be permanently anchored off Suez,—for reception of troops when neces-
a:uz', fully provided with awnings, water, and commissariat stores. For the completion
and continuance of these arrangements, in the most safe and eatisfactory manper, Her
Majesty’s Government have the advantage of the services or advice of Colonels Fraser
and Pocklington, both of whom officers of great intelligence, practically conversant with
the subject, and one of whom, Colonel Pocklington, being now and for above eix months
back, actually employed in performance of the duties connected with this passage.

“ We shall briefly recapitulate then the following particulars, as bearing on the recom-
mendation which your committee have deemed it their duty thus to submit. For three
daye, during the months of June, July, and August, the temperature in passing down the Red
$Sea is stated to he intensely warm, but not unhealthy; while on the other hand, on the long sea
voyage, ships have to encounter a similar temperature twice under the line, during which
they are not unfrequently becalmed. —But even this extreme heat is solely referrible to
summer months, and need not be incurred except in urgent emergency. The length of
voyage round the Cape, we must again bear in mind, is, to our principal ports of ﬁxdian
deharkation, from 13,000 to 14,000 miles. From Malta to Bombay or Kurrachee, the
dietance being reduced to 4,000 miles; to Caleutta about 5,700, In respeet to the power
of ]mymptly throwing in military succours for all Eastern contingencics, the Malta and
Egypt line recures, therg:fore. an advantage, in point of distance, of from 8,500 to 10,000
miles. 1t has been verv idle to talk of the influence of other powers, on this matter, over
the Pacha of Egypt. That Pacha is an acknowledged hereditary viceroy, scarcely moro
than nominally recopmiting the suzerainty of the Porte. The Viceroy reups a revenue,
direct or indirect, from English morcantile and passenger traffic, of perhaps above 200,0001,
PeT aunum; @ profit greatly 1o be inereased by the continuance of what is now proposed .
and herein is a sure guarantee for the enduring goodwill towards Lnglund of the ruler of;

Egypt.
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Egypt.  As to the security of this communication, it rests, of course, o the b is

does the possession of all our colonies and dependex’xciesmth’e auperigfi’tyr:)f Ensgnllr?:d ::]:e?:
And at present it may slso be observed, as seriously obstructive to rivals; that in

I(iial()lr%]m and Malta, Aden and Perim,~we in fact hold the keys of the Mediterranean and
eas.

“A considerable time has now intervened since your Committee have been charged with
the duty of this inquiry, and yet its interest and {mportance have scarcely, perhaps not at
all, diminished, ~Great achievements have been accomplished, signally to the advancement
of the national fame,~but an extensive hostility to our rule, it cannot be denied, has been
evoked,—which throws a gloom of uncertainty over the duration and termination of the
conflict. Four months of heroic constancy were inevitably required for the sieze and vie-
torious assautt of Delhi. No more brilliant fate of arms ennobies DBritish anuals; But not one
soldier, despatched as reinforcement from England, shared in it. It js true it did not put
an end, s was hoped, to the stupendous insurrection; but had it ‘not succeeded, British
dominion in the East may have become, it must be feared, beyond restoration. The part
borne however, in connexion with this achievement as well as others which followed, by the
Chief Commissioner of the Punjaub,—in respect to creating and forwarding reinforcements
atanelvery point endangered,~can surely never be thought of, without the highest feeling of

iration.

“ No diligence or exertion in England could by possibility have saved from the perfidy
of the enemy, the gallant and lamented General and those who fell victims with him at
Cawnpore.~-Perhaps the same may almost be said, as to the position of the heroic Lawrence
at Lucknow, in whose fall his country have had such irreparable cause of sorrow. These
and other grievous losses, however, will, perhaps, be eventually considered as contributed
to in no small degree by a previous policy of territorial acquisition, followed so untowardly,
with a diminution by many thousand bayonets, of the British forces at the disposal of the
sueceeding Government of India.

“ But the early operations of Havelock and Qutram, and of our present skilful Commander-
in-Chief Sir Colin Campbell, have undoubtedly been retarded and enfeebled, by the
insufficient energy and exertion of those in England, who were mainly responsible for
o more rapid transmission of additional forces in furtherance of the operations of those
able chiefs, .

“ Doubtless hitherto, in all ordinary circumstances, it devolved to the gentlemen charged
‘with the administration of the East India Company’s affairs, to appreciate the military
requirements of India, and to take charge of the forwarding the same to their des-
tinations. And it is but just to state, that in the more than nsual responsibilities thus in
this instance imposed upon them, they exerted themselves in o manner very highly to their
-eredit.—DBut this was truly a case of peril and magnitude beyond all precedent, beyond the
sphere of routine, and should have cafled into action the most prominent efforts and deepest
consideration of the highest functionaries of the State. The two Government departments
immediately connecte(f however with the development (_)f military force, are, of course, that
of War and the Admiralty., The Naval Department, it appears, declared an inability to
gfford any assistance; and what is more alarming as to the distribution of our great
maritime Tesources, it was alleged that we had not a first class line-of-battle ship manned
or ready for sea, in the British Channel. That distribution no doubt, however, depends for
the greater part on the Cabinet rather than on the First Naval Lord.—Of the Secretary of
State for War, whose duties would seem above all others to huve been concerned, no proof,
we regret to sny, has been adduced, to enable us to offer, on this occasion, any expression
of our acknowledgment of commensurate or energetic mierposition by that department, in

the matters under consideration.

; i +dence which mi t perhaps, at first sight, have
“« have eiven details of the evidence which might not p , at ght,
scengcregzisife. But there appeared 0o other adequate method of rebutting, conclusiv ely,

inaccurate statements emanating from the highest official authority.

L]
i i i the investigation referred to their
“Y ttee have iven the utmost attention to the inve i
consglg:niiggfm?l‘hcy hope the results may be of some public lutlx)hty. And fﬁfvglgzﬁ theie
remarks with the consolatory reflection, that, if many deplorable er:ﬁvegeiléish/soldimumand
in this fierce and unforcscen corﬁtfeat,--_-xt wﬂlot::; uPh “iv:;x;se ;L;J_ at:l)y h :tionrin h-soldiers and
d in it, be ever borne in memory, e 0 j

gﬁ%:ﬁ&?iﬁﬂl more firmness, self-devotion, and patriotism, the interests and renown

"of their country.” [ Adjourned to Friday 18th, at Twelve o'clock,

da Veneris,
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MEMDBERS PRESENT :

Teneris, 18 die Junii, 1838.

Sir De Lacy Evaxs, in the Chair,

Lord John Hay.
Mr. Danby Seymour.
Sir E. Colebrooke.

Sir Charles Napier.
Mr, Crawford,

Mr. Horsman.

Mr. Osborne. ] Mr. Byng.
Captain Vivian. Mr. Sclater-Booth,
Lord Goderich. Mr. Willoughby.
Sir James Elphinstone. '

The following Resolutions, proposed by Lord Goderich were read :—

¢« 1. That the inquiry which this Committee has been appointed to conduot may ‘be-
divided into three branches: the first, relating to the overland route to Indin; the second,
to the employment of steamers, as compared with sailing vessels, for the transport of troops
round the Cape of Good Hope; and the third, to the use made during the mutiny of the
military resources of this country and of the colonies. -

9, That it would have been desirable, independently of political considerations, to have
taken advantage of the overland route to India at the earlicst period at which it could have
been used with a certainty that the troops eent across Egvpt would on their arrival at Suez,
have found transport ready to convey them down the M Sea; but that that certainty
could not have been obtained before the end of August or beginning of September; that
the troops could then only have been despatched in small numbers, and would have arrived
at Calcutta about a fortnight sooner than the first reinforcements sent round the Cape,

4 3, That although the overland route may be advantageously enr\tEloyed in times of
emergency, it would not be advisable that it should be adopted as the ordinary route for the
transmission of troops to India.

¢ 4. That if steamers had been used in greater numbers the reinforcements would have
reached India more quickly than they did by sailing vessels; but that no evidence has been
laid before the Committee to show that, at the time the emergency arose, a greater amount
of steam transport was attainable, whilst it has been shown that grave doubts existed
whether the supply of coal on the route would have been sufficient for s larger number of
steam vessels than were actually employed.

¢ 5. That steamers should fur the future be alwaye made use of, ns far as possible, in
urgent cases ; but that, for the transmission of the ordinary reliefs, the Committee would
not recommend the adoption of eo costly a mode of transport.

% 6, That the Governors of Ceylon and the Mauritius gave early and valuable assistance
to the Government of India, and deserve great praise for the zeal and promptitude with
which they acted ; that the Governor of the Cape, without loss of time, forwarded trensure
and horsez, together with a portion of the troops at his disposal, but that he did not send the
whole amount of the force which he was instructed by the Home Government to transmit
to India; that the Committee have not the means of judging whether the circumstances of -
the colony did or did not justify Sir George Grey in taking this course.

“%. That the people of Canada displayed great readiness to afford mssistance to the
mother country ; and that the Committee are of opinion that it is highly desirable to give
every encouragement to such demonstrations of loyalty on the part of the colonies.

“ 8. That on the whole, considering the suddenness of the danger and the distance to -
which the troops were to be sent, the Committee are of opinion that eredit is due to those

who have been charged with the difficult task of transmitting reinfurcements to the army in
India during the past year,” '

Motion made and question proposed, * That the Cominittee do now proceed to take into
consideration the Draft Report proposed by the Chairman,”-— Amendment proposed (M.
Crauford), to lez}ve out all the wor(ﬁ.o after the word “ That,” in order to 2dd these words, .
“ before proceeding to eonsider any Draft Report, it is desirable to ascertain and deter-
mine hy Heeolution the opinion of the Committee upon the prineipal points involved in the
matters referred to the Committee.” Question put, “ That the words proposed to be left
out stand part of the question,”  Committee divided:

L Aye, s Noes, 7.
Sir C. Napier. Lord John Hay. ‘
Sir James Elphinstone, Mr. Danby Seymour, :
Mr, Horsman. Sir E, Coﬁ:brooke.
Mr. Byng. Mr. Osborne,
Mr. Scluter-Booth, Captain Vivian,
Mr. Willoughby. Lord Goderich.
Mr, Crawford.

‘Woards
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‘Words added.  Question as amended put and agreezl to '

Motion made and question proposed (Lord ; : |
by Lord Goderich be now taken 11;100 co(naiotferafizﬁ?d%; ;[‘11](? t“-;}']:ec%{t?dumm proposed

Motion made and question proposed,  That the inqui I .
i iy L o i 1 0 ot b o
route to India; the second, to the employment of stesmers, as comp;.red with saili eoverland!
for the transport of troops round the Cape of Good Hope; and the third, to th ng vessels,
during fhe mutiny of the military resources of this country and of the ¢ R e use made
put and agreed to. olonies.” - Question

Motion made and question proposed (Lord Goderich), i :
ind(;pendently of politica}l conI;idEi'atimis, to have egf{t); aih&i;&:?;fl‘lghlga::elgﬁﬁldemrable,
India at the earliest period at which it could have been used with a certainty that tlfg:,m o
sent across Egypt would on their arrival at Suez have found transport ready to c:;)o o
them down the Red Se‘f'» };?llt that that certainty could not have been obtained before ‘;i
end of August or beginning of September; that the troops could then only have bee;:
deefatched in small numbers, and would have arrived at Caleutta about a fortnight
than the first reinforcements sent round the Cape.” g sooner

Motion by leave withdvawn.

Motion made and question proposed (Lord Goderich), © That although the ;
route may be advantageously employed in times of emergeney, it would not be g&ﬁlﬁi
that it should be adopted as the ordinary ronte for the transmission of troops to India,”-~
Amenclngent roposed (Sir C. Napier), To leave out all the words after the word  emep~
gency,” in order to add these words: * the Government are the best judges whether on.
common occasions it should be adopted.” Question put, * That the words as far as the
word ¢ adopted * stand part of the question.” Committee divided : ‘

Ayes, 10 '

Lord John Hay. . M. Osbons”
Mr, Danby Seymour. Sir C. Napier.

Sir E. Colebrooke, Sir J. Elphinsione,
Capain Vivian.
Lord Goderich.
Mr. Crawford.
Myr. Horsman.

Mr, Byng.

Mr. Sclater-Booth:
Mr. Willoughby.

Further amendment proposed (Captain Vivian), To leave out the word  adopted,” in
order to insert the words “ relied upon.” Question put, % That the word proposed to be-
left out stand part of the question.” Committee divided:

. Ayes, 2. Noes, I1.
Lord John Hay. Mr, D. Seymour.
Lord Goderich. ' Sir E. Colebrooke.

Mr. Osborne.
Captain Vivian,
Sir C. Napier.

Sir J. Elphinstone,
Mr. Crawford.
B%rr. ;.gorsmnn.

Mr. Byng.

Mr. Selater-Booth.
Mr. Willoughby.

Words * relied upon ” inserted.

Another amendment proposed (
word “ as,” in order, to add these words,

cumstances for the transmission of troops to In
proposed to be left out stand part of the question.

Mr. Willoughly), To leave out all the words nfter the-
«the sole nnd exclusive route under ordinary cir-
Tndis.” Question put, “ That the words
The Committee divided :

. Ayes, 9. . Noes, 4.

Lord J 011):1 Hay. 8ir J. Elphinstone.
Mzr. D. Seymour. Mr. Byng.

. air I Mr. Sclater-Booth.
wir B. Colobrooke. ‘

s Mr. Osborne. N Mr. Willoughby.
Captain Vivinn. ‘
Lord Goderich,
Sir C. Napier.
My, Crawford.
Mr. Horsmnn.
ds’ Original
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Original question, as amended, put and agreed to,

Resolved, ¢ That although the Overland Routg may be advantageously employed in
“times of eu:etgenc_\—, it would not be advisable that it should e relied upon as the or)(r]in“ry
route for the transmission of troops to India.”

Motion made and question proposed (Liord Gaderich),  That Steamers should for the
future be always made use of, as far as possible, in urgent cases; but that, for the trang.
mission of the ordinary reliefs, the Committee would not recommend the adoption of sy
costly & mode of transport.”

s

Question put, and agreed to,

[Adjourned to Monday, at Twelve,

Lune, 21° die Junii, 1858,

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Sir DE Lacy Evaxs, in the Chair,

Lord John Hay. : 8ir J, Elphinstone.
Mr. Willoughby. i Mr. Crawford,
g_ap(t?uiv Tiylan. ; l‘:{r gorsman.

8ir C. Napicr. : Mr. Byng.

Sir E. Colebrooke, ! Mpr. Sclater-Booth.
Lord Godesich. | Mr. Oshorne.

-

Mr. Danby Sevmour.

Motion made and question proposed (Mr. Florsman), * That the Court of Directors
appear from the first intellizence of the mutiny at Meerut to have been sensible of the
advantages of the overland route, and to have lost no time in recommending its adoption;
but that political considerations deterred Her Majesty’s Ministers from at once assenting to
that recommendation.”—Amendment proposed (Lord Goderich), After the word « political ”
10 insert the words “and other.” Question, * That those words be there inserted,” put.
Comumittee divided :

Ayes, 7. Noes, 5.
Lord Jobn Hay. Sir C, Napier.
Mr. Willoughby. Sir J. Elphinstone.
Sir E. Colebrooke. Mzr. Horsman.
Mr. D, Sevmour. Mr. Byng.
Captain Vivian. Mr. Sclater-Booth.
Lord Goderich.
Mr. Crawford.

Question, as amended, put and agreed to.

Resolved, “ That the Court of Directors appear from the first intellirence of the Mutiny
at Meerut to have been sensible of the advantages of the Overland Route, and to have
lost no time in recommending its adoption; but that political and other considerations
deterred Her Majesty’s Ministers from at once assenting to that recommendation.”

Motion made, and question proposed (Mr. Horeman),  That the Committee cannot judge
of the validity of those political objections, as they felt themselves precluded from inquiring
into them ; hut that they ceased to prevail in the early part of September, when the more
serious character of the war led to 2 formal requisition from the Court of Directors, and to
a compliance with it on the partof the Cabinet.”—~Amendment proposed (Mr. D, .S'cym'{")’
after the word “ war,” to insert the words “and the latencss of the scason for ships

rting for Calcutta,” tion, T ho . wout Com-
ﬁ{'&e d%ri ol Question, “ That those words be there inserted,” pu :

Ayes, 8, : Noes, 4.
Lord John Hay. | gir C. Napicr.
Mr. Willoughby. . Mr. Horsman.
gir 15;4) anlbbrooke. Mr. Byng, :
r. D. Beymour, Mr. Sclater-Booth,
Captain Vivian,
Lord Goderich.
Mr., Crawford.
Mr. Osborne.

Question, as amended, put and agreed to.

.Reaolvedr
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Resolved, * That the Committe i : - e
a8 they folt, themselves Precludedef;zmmt Julge of the validity of those politica objections,

. : m inquiring into them but th :
in the first weck of September, when the more serious character Ofatthglsv)’ aﬁeﬁi} tt(l)]pr?:ml
ness of the season for ships departing for Calcutta, led to a fo e Ihte-

Court of Directors, and to a compliance with it on the partof thsm(i};b;;gt‘_n”smm fram th.b

Moﬁonﬁ made, m}d question proposed (Mr. Horsman),
transmission of reinforcements by the overland route,
Directors, would necessarily have been attended with s

does not appear that any greater danger was to be a ;
confined to small bodies of troops, tlmngin 80 grave an ellz})::gh:sgveigﬁ?hﬁi ;Z?;n ?t" 1]f
encountered and overcome, if no political considerations had stood jn the wa ”---Amgélr .
ment proposed (Lord Goderick), to leave out all the words after the worc{ L« That ’?in
order to add these words, “it would have been desirable, indcpendently of ;)olitical con-
siderations, to have taken advantage of the overland route, at the earliest possible period at
which it could bave been used with a certainty that the troops gent across Egypt would, on
their arrival at Buez, have found transport ready to convey them down the Red Sea: but
E}'ﬂt that certainty could not have been obtained before the end of Aungust or beginni;lg of
September; that the troops could then only have been despatched in small number and
would have arrived at Caleutta about a fortnight soover than the first reinforcements sent
round the Cape.”  Question put, “That the words to the word, ¢ Directors, inclusive
stand part of the question.” d)ommittee divided: . ’

“ That the sudden and unexpected
when it was first sugmested by the
ome risk and inconvenience. But it

. Ayes, 6. Noes, 7.
Sir C. Napier. : Lord John Hay.
Sir Jomes Ehphmatone. Mr, Willoughby.
Mr, Crawford, Sir E. Colebrooke,
Mr. Horsman. Mr. D. Seymour,
Mr. Byng. Captain Vivian.
Mr. Sclater-Booth, .- Lord Goderieh, N
" M. QOsborne.

Question, “ That the remaining words stand part of the question,” put and negatived.
Question proposed (Lord Goderich), * That the proposed words be there added.” Amend-
ment proposed (Sir C. Napier), That instead thereof, these words be there added: * The
unexpected transmission of reinforcements by the overland route, when first suggested by the
Directors, would have been attended with no considerable risk or inconvenience, as mail
steamers had been in the habit, for several years, of traversing the Red Ses, and are
capable of transporting between 300 and 400 troops, besides passengers, and 1,000 withont
‘passengers, in perfect safety, in 40 days less than steamers and in 80 days shorter than
sailing vessels ronnd the Cape of Good Hope.” Question put (Lord Goderich),  That the
words ¢ it would have been desirable, independently of political considerations, to have
taken advantage of the overland route,’ be there added.” Committee divided:

Ayes, 8. Noes, 4.
Lord John Hay. o - Bir C. Napier,
Mr. Willoughby. . Mr. Horsman.
Sir E. Colebrooke. Mr. Byng.
Mr. D. Seymour. _ Mz, Sclater-Booth,
Captain Vivian, ’
Lord Goderich, ,
Mr. Crawford.
Mr. Osborne. .

Question again proposed (Lord Goderick), * That the remaining words from the word
¢ route’ to the end of the question be there added.”"—Amendment proposed (Sir E. Cole-
brooke), to leave out all the words after the word « period” in order to add these words,
« And apart from such congiderations it is to be much regretted that the steps that were
taken in Scptember to tranemit small bodies of troops by this route were not resorted to
at an earlier date. That the transport, however, of any lnrge body of troops would have

" required previous arrangements, and that the evidence lnid before the Committee !en:rﬁs
great room to doubt wlhether any considerable reinforcements could have been sent in %

 months of July and August, with a prospect of their amival in India so far in advance 0
those sent round the Cape as to give any great sdvastage in favour o‘f this route. m(?,uﬁ
tion put, * That the words proposed to be left out us far as the words ¢ Red Sea,’ stand p

of the question.” Cowmittee divided: , .
6. * ' NO&S 70

Lond Joh By, Sir 2 I(Q‘_olql;rooke.

. Willoughby. ir C, Napier.
?&: KuSz;%nlm{:‘. Sir James Elphinstone.
Captain Vivian. Mr. Crawford,
Lord Goderich. _ 1il\{fh-. %;;?m

Ta "

o Osbome, ~"Mr. Sclafer-Booth.
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Question, © That the remaining words stand part of the question,” put, and negatived.
Question proposed (Six E. Colebrooke), That those words be added afier the worg

<« period.” Amendment proposed (Lord Goderich), to leave out the word “ much "
Question put,  That the word ¢ much’ stand part of the question.” Committee divided :

Ayes, 7. Noes, 5,
. Mr. Willoughby. Lord J. Hay.
! Sir E. Colebrooke. Mr. Seymour.
Sir C. Napier, 4 Captain Vivian,
Mz, Crawford, Lord Goderich,
Mr. Horsman, : Mr. Oshorne.
Mr. Byng.
Mr, Sclater-Booth.

Amendment proposed (Mr. Crawford) to leave out all the words after the word “date.”
Question put, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the question,”.
Committee divided :

Ayes, 7. Noes, 5.
Lord John Hay. Mr. Crawford.
Mr. Willonghby. Sir C. Napier.
Sir E. Colebrooke. Mzr. Horsman.
Mz, Danby Seymour. M:. Byng.
Captain Vivian. Mr. Sclater-Booth.
Lord Goderich.
Mr. Osborne,

Question, as amended, put and agreed to.

Resolved, © That it would have been desirable, independertly of political considerations,
to have taken advantage of the Overland Route at the earliest possible period, and, uémr‘t
from such considerations, it is much to be regretted that the steps that were taken in Sep-
tember to transmit small bodies of troops by this route were not resorted to at an earlier
date. That the transport, however, of any large body of troops would have required pre~
vious arrangements, and that the evidence laid before the Committee leaves great room o
doubt whether any considerable reinforcements could have been sent in the months of July
and August, with a prospect of their arrival in India so far in sdvance of those sent
round the Cape as to give any great advantage in favour of this route.”

Veneris, 25 ° die Junii, 1858.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Sir De Lacy Evang, in the Chair.
Mr, Willoughby. Mr. Byng.
Sir E. Colebrooke. Mr. Horsman,
Captain Vivian. Lord John Hay.
Lord Goderich. Mr. Sclater-Booth.
Sir C. Napier. Mr. Danby Seymour.
Mr. Crawford. Mt. Osborne.

Motion made, and qu.estion pr (Sir James Elphinstons), That the sttention of
the Government should be dir to increasing the facilities and diminishing the cost of
this mode of transmitting troops to India, 80 as to render it available for that purposo as far

-

a8 circumstances may permit, even in ordinary times.” Question put. Commuittee divided:
. ’

«Ayes, 5. Nocs, 8. -

Sir C. Napier, Mr, Willouﬁhby.

Sir J. Elphinstone, _ Sir E, Colcbrooke.

Mr. Byng, Mr. Qsborne,

Mr. Horgman, Captain Vivian,

Mr. Sclater-Booth, Lord Goderich,
Mr. Crawford.
Lord John Hay.
Mr., D. Beymour.

Motiont
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Motion made, and Question
impolitic to discontinue the adv:

xxxiit

proposed (Sir J. Elphinstone),

[11 Th . .
antare afforded by the overland at it would be Highly

route in trangmitting troops

- to India”  Question put. Committee divided:
' G o Ayes, §. Noes, 8,
ir G, Napier. Mr. Willoughb
Sir J. Elphinstone. Sir E. Coleﬁrloojlrc'e.
bh ko
Mr, Sclater-Booth. L[;lsd lGnodgil:}t
Mz, Crawford,
Lord John Hay.
Mr. D. Seymour:

Motion made, and Question proposed (Sir J, Elphinstone), © That this route should b
employed for the transport of regiments at such periods of zile year as a full consi(;’:ratioﬁ
of the circumstances may justify ; but that drafts of recruits continue to be sent round the
Cape of Good Hope as hitherto.” Question put, Committee divided :

Ayes, 5. Noes, 8,
Sir C. Napier. Mr. Willoughby.
Sir J. Elphinstone. Sir E. Cole%rooke.
Mr. Byng. Mr. Osborne,
Mr, Horsman, Captain Vivian,
Mr. Sclater-Booth. Lord Goderich,
Mr. Crawford.
Lord J. Hay.
Mr. D. Seymour.

Motion made, and Question proposed {Lord Goderich), “ That if steamers had been used
in greater numbers, the reinforcements would have reached India more quickly than they
did by suiling vessels; but that no evidence has been Inid before the Committee to show
that at the time the emergency arose, a grester amount of steam transport was attainable,
whilst it has been shown that grave doubts existed whether the supply of coal on the route

- wouldhave been sufficient for a larger number of steam vessels than were actually employed.”
— Amendment proposed (Sir E, anlebraokc), To leave out all the words after the word
¢ That,” in order to add these words, ““a comparison of the length of the passages performed

by steam and sailing vessels despatched with troops during the months of July and December
inclusive, has established the superiority of the former for the rapid transmission of troops,

* and removed some doubts which had previously been entertained by several naval authorities
on this subject; but looking to the uncertainty which existed as to the supply of coal
on this route, the home Government was justified in not resorting to this mode of transport

in g greater degree than it was actually employed.” Question put,  That the word if”
stnngr part of the question.” Committee divided : 4
Ayes, 8, Noes, 4.
Mr. Osborne. Mr. Willoughby.
Captain Vivian. sir E. Colebrooke.
Mr. Byng. Sir C. Napier.

Lord oderich. Mr. Horsman.
M. Crawford.
Lord John Hay.
Mr. Sclater-Booth.

Myr. Danby Seymour,

tain Vivian)., To leave out the words from « but” to ¢ whilst,”
at the words proposed to be left out stand part of the question.”

Amendment. proposed (Ca{o
inclusive. Question put, « Th
Committee divided :—

Avyes, 7. ' | Noes, 3.
Mr. Willoughby. i Captain TVn_nan.
Mr. Osborne. Sir C. Napier.
- Lord Goderich. Mr: Sclater-Booth,
Mr. Crawford.
Mr, Byng.
Lord John Hay.
Mr. Danby Seymour. |

Question put, and agreed to.

Resolved, « That if steamers had |
would have reached India more quickly

evidence has been laid before
arose, & greater AmMo
grave doubts existed wheth
& larger num

Motjon made, and Question proposed (
expresa their opinion that great credit is
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Sir C. Napier),  That the Committee desire to

due to the East India Company for the prompt-
€, . ness
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ness &ith which they faced the difficulties in which they were suddenly placed, as well as
for the svstematic and business-like manner in which they carried out the operations which
devolved wpon tliem; but the Committee feel bound to state, that it was proved satisfac.
torily that the passage round the Cape by steamers has had an advantage over sailing
vessels of upwards of 8 month: and that, although frequently warned in the House of
Commons by naval authorities, Her Majesty’s Government do not appenr to have made-
sufficient inquiry on the subject, nor did they advise the Board of Control or the Enst India
Directors to give the preference to steamers; on the contrary, they recommended sailing
vessels to be employed.” Question put.  Committee divided :

Ayes, 2. Noes, 11,
Sir C, Napier. Mr. Willou%hby.
Sir J. Elphinstone. Sir E. Colebrooke.

: Mr. Osborne,

. Captain Vivian,
Lord Goderich.
Mr. Crawford.
Mr. Byng. ,°
Mr. Horsman.
Lord John Hay.
Mr, Sclater-Booth,
Mzx. Danby Seymour,

Motion made, and Question proposed (Lord Goderick),  That the Governors of Ceylon
and the Mauritius gave early and valuable assistance to the Government of India, and
deserve great praise for the zeal and promptitude with which they acted; that the Governor
of the Cape without loss of time forwarded treasure and horses, together with a portion of
the troops at his disposal, but that he did not send the whole amount of the force which he
was instructed by the Home Government to transmit to India; that the Committee have
not the means of judging whether the circumstances of the colony did or did not justify
Sir Georgé Grey in taking this course.” Amendment proposed (Captain Vivian), To
leave out all the words after the words “to India.” Question put, *That the words
proposed te be left out stand part of the question.” Committee divided.

Aves, 7, Noes, 2.
Mr. Willoughbr, Captain Vivian.
Sir E. Colebrooke. Mr. Horsman,
*Mr, Osborne. | '
Lord Goderich. |
Mr. Crawford. '
Lord John Hay. ‘
Mr. Byng.

Question put, and agreed to.

Resoloed, “ That the Governors of Ceylon and the Mauritius gave early and valuable
assistance to the Government of India, and deserve great praise for ﬁ?e zeal and promptitude
with which they acted; that the Governor of the Cape without losa of time forwarded
treasure and horses, together with a portion of the troops st his disposal, but that he did *
not send the whole amount of the force which he was instructed by the Home Government
to transmit to India; that the Committee have not the means of judging whether the cir-
cumstances of the colony did or did not justify Sir George Grey in taking this course.”

Motion made and question i)roposed (Lord Goderich), “ That the people of Canada dis-
played great readiness to afford assistance to the mother country ; and that the Committee
are of opinion that it is highly desirable to give every encouragement to such demonstra~
tions of loyalty on the part of the colonies.”—Amendment proposed (Mr. Crawford), after
the word “ That™ to insert the words * the Committee observe with satisfaction that.”—
Question, “ That those words be there inserted,” put and agreed to,

Further amendment made, by omission of the words, * That the Committce "—
Amendment proposed (Captain Vivian), to leave out all the words after the words
¥ mother country.” Question put, « That the words proposed to be left out stand part
of the question.” Committee divided:

Aves, 7, ' Noes, 4,

.- Mr. Willoughby., Mr. Osborne.
Sir E. Colehrooke. Captain Vivian,
Lord Goderich, Mr, Crawford.
Mr. {?mg : Mr. Sclater-Booth,
Mr. Horsman.,
Lord John Hay. '
“Mr. Danby Seymour,

Question, as amended, put and agreed to.

Resglred, “ That the Committee observe with satisfuction that the people of Canada dis-
513?? freat rgadlr_leqﬂ lta” :;lf{urgc agmi‘iancc to the mother country ; and that the Committee
re ol apimion that 1t 1s highly desirable to give every encouragement to such demonstrations
of loyalty on the part of the colonies.” 8 ¥ “ dem

Motion
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Motion made and question, proposed (Lo ih), ¢ idert
the suddenness of the dun el‘,pnng _the (clistl;licfafgr *:;ir:x)éh t%g a:rgn ?f\r;:}:otle,bcomimﬂ'
Committee are of opimion that credit is due-to those who have beel(l)IZ:har ed . 'tﬁ ifxn :l't y
cult task of transmittin , reinforcements to the army in India durine %h b t ; g’ﬁi—
A“{endment_l"roposed (Mr. Osborne), After the word “ sent™ to insertathesi o, dye?{. “E
having epecisl reference to the recolfnition by the Government of Tudia of ;vilor promp
tude and efficiency with which the Home Government supported the Govemme?mtlgf? g;l}:]tl:

;\l’llstgrtﬁ?’ps and -all military appliances.”—Question put; * That those words be there

. Ayes, 4, Noes, 7
Mr. Willoughby. Sir E. Colebrooke,
Mr. Osborne. Captain Vivian,
Lord Goderich, Mr, Crowford
Mr, Danby Seymour, Mr. Byng. .

‘Mr, Horsman,
. : . Lord John Hay.
Mr. Sclater-Booth.

Amendment made (Mr. (j’rawfard), By inserting after the words * opinjon that,”
\ b t, th
word “ great.” Another amendment proposed (bﬁ. Crawford), To l'esu?e out the ’word:
*those who ha.v_e been charged with,” in order to insert the words * the Court of Directors
of the East India Company for the promptitude and efficiency with which they discharged.”
Question put, « That the words proposed to be Jeft out stand part of the questjon.” Com-

niittee divided :

' Ayes, 4. Noes, 8.
Mr, Osborne. ' Mr. Willoughby.
Lord Goderich. Sir E. Colebrooke,
Lord John Hay, Captain Vivian.
Mr. Danby Seymour, ‘ Sir C. Napier,
' s My, Crawford,
Mr. Byng.
Mr. Horsman,
Mr. Sclater-Booth,

Question, * That those words be there inserted,” put and agreed to,

Question, as amended, put and agreed to.

. Resolved, “ That on the whole, considering the suddenness of the danger, and the distance
to which the troops were to be sent, the Committee are of opinion that great credit is due
to the Court of Directors of the Eost India Company for the promptitude and efficiency
with which they discharged the dificult task of transmitting reinforcerents to the army in
India during the past year.” '

Motion made and question proposed (Mr, Byng), « That the frequent reference made to

* ¢ political objections * against the earlier adoption of the overland route for the transmission

of troops to India has seriously embarrassed the proceedings of this Committee, inasiuch as

they felt themselves necessarily debarred from inquiring whether those objeotions were or
< were not sufficiently valid; snd they are in consequence precluded from exypressing any
definite opinion upon a very important branch of thisinquiry.” Question put. Committeo

divided ;
Agyes, 3. Noes, 9.
Mr. Byng, Mr. Willoughby.
Mr. Horsman. Sir E. Colebrooke.
Mr. Sclater-Booth. Mr. Osborne.
Captain Vivien,
Lord Goderich,
Sir C. Napier.
Mr. Cra.wfl:)rd.
Lord John Hay.
Mr, Danby Seymour.

Question, © That the following Resolutions, together with the Minutes of Evidence, be

the Report of the Committee to The House,” put and agreed to. - ; N
1, That the inquiry whicl this Committee has been appointed to conduct may
*divided into three bgmc as: the first, relating to the Overland Route to India; the second,
to the employment of Steamers, as compared with Sailing Vessels, for the trans r‘tof t?)o]ps
round the Cape of Good Hope; and the third, to the use made during the Mutiny of the
military resources of this country and of the Culomt;s. . ’ e oiny a

i intelli mutiny &
%9, That the Court of Directors appear from the first intelligence of the :
Meerut tol;w,ve been sensible of the advantages qf .the overland route, g»nd to havecal lost ng
time in recommending its adoption; but that political and other considerntions deterre

Her Majesty’s Ministers from at once nssenting to that recomm_endutiun: ’ o
Phat e validity of those political objections, as

“3. » Committee cannot judge of th .
they fel’f liﬁtr:xl;glgez precluded from inquiring into them; but tlmfbdl 1?3?21?3% h?l l}atx;e;ctl‘l
in the first week of September, when the more fgermua character of the w "

38a,
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of the season for ships departing for Caleutta, led to & formal requisition from the Court of
Directors, and to a compliance with it on the part of the Cabinet.

% 4, That it would have been desirable, independently of political considerations, to have
taken sdvantage of the Overland Route at the earliest possible period, and, apart from such
considerations, it is much to be wegretted that the steps that were taken in Scptember to
transmit small bodies of troops by this route were not resorted to at an earlier date.* Thyt
the transport, however, of uny large body of troops would have required previous arrange-
ments, and that the evidence laid before the Committee leaves great roond to doubt whether
any considerable reinforcements could have been sent in the months of July and August,
with a prospect of their arrival in India so far in advance of those sent round the Cape,
as to give any great advantage in favour of this route. e

# 5. That although the Overland Route may be advantageously employed in times of
emergency, it would not be advisable that it should be relied upon 2a the ordinary route for
the transmission of troops to India. '

» # 6, That if Steamers had been used in greater numbers the reinforcements would have
reached India more quickly than they Jid by sailing vessels; but thatno evidence has heen
laid before the Committee to show that, ot the time the emergency arose, a greater amount
of steam transport was attainable, whilst it has been shown that grave doubts existed
whether the supply of coal on the-route would have been sufficient for a larger number of
steam vessels than were actually employed. [

s 7. That Steamers should for the future be always made use of, as far as possible, in
urgent cases; but that, for the transmission of the ordinary reliefs, the Committee would
not recommend the adoption of so costly a mode of transport.

%8, That the Governors of Ceylon and the Mauritius gave early and valuable nssist-
ance to the Government of India, and deserve great praise for the zeal and promptitude
with which they acted ; that the Governor of the Cape without loss of time forwarded
treasure and horses, together with a portion of the troops at his disposal, but that he did
not send the whole amount of the force which he was instructed by the Home Government
to transmit to India; that the Committee have not the means of judging whether the cir-
cumstances of the colony did or did not justify Sir George Grey in taking this course,

¢ 9, That the Committee observe with satisfaction that the people of Canada displayed
great readiness to afford assistance to the mother country; and that the Committee are of
opinion that it is highly desirable .to give every encouragement to such demonstrations of
loyalty on the part of the colonies. .

¢ 10, That on the whole, considering the suddenness of the danger, and the distance to
which the troops were to be sent, the Committee are of opinion that great credit is due to
the Court of Directors of the East Tndia Company for the promptitade and efficiency with
which they discharged the difficult task of transmitting reinforcements to the Army in India

dnring the past year,”
Ordered, To Report.
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