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GENTLEMEN,

In the Christmas week of 1824, this day nineteen years ago, I
had the honour to preside at the ninth Session of this Conference,
which was held iu the Strachey Hall of the M. A. O. College, Aligarh.
I remember as if it were but yesterday that on that occasion there
wero gathered together around me some of the best representatives of
Muslim culture—amongst others, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, the greaf
founder of the Alizarh College; his distinguished sonm, Mr. Syed
Mahmood ; that polished courtier and able administrator- of Hyder-
abad, Nawab Muhsin-ul-Mulk, on whose shoulders fell afterwards the
mantle of tha immortal Syed ; that profouad scholar, enlightened
theologian and impressive orator, Maulana Nazir Ahmed ; and that

versatile and voluminous writer of Delhi, Maulvi Zakaullah. Qne after -

another they have all passed away, leaving behind them & record of
work which will ever be cherished by the Indian Musalmans as their
most precious inheritance. They were the pioneers of the modern
educational movement in Mohamedan India, and to occupy the pre-
sidential chair in an assembly containing such illustrious men was a
distinction of which any one might well have felt proud. After
nineteen years, the united voice of ‘the community has called me
again to that high office, and in obedience to your flattering summons
I am here before you to-day. 'The work that devolves upon the
President of this Conference is as difficult as it is responsible;
and I greatly appreciate the honour you have done me ia selecting
me for its performance. I very muci wish that you had entrusted
“this task to more capable haads; but as you bave honoured me with
your confidence, T shall do my very best to deserve the honour ; and
I am sare that in the work that lies before me I caa count upon your
whole-hearted es-operation and support.
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The Aligarh
College.

Looking back upon the period which has elapsed since I last
presided over your deliberations, I notice with feelings of sincere
gratification that; much progress has been made by Mobamedans in
education, and that almost everywhere they have overcome their old
prejudice against Western methods of instruction and have begun to
show considerable educational enterprise. The period has been, on the
whole, one of steady advance from the position they formerly occupied,
and they have developed a degree of self-consciousness and a sense
of solidarity which are essential to Muslim regeneration. If at times
they have, in some parts of the ¢ountry, made mistakes in their con-
ception of education and in carrying it into execution, or bave chafed
under the wholesome restraints imposed by prudence and foresight, they
have tried afterwards to rectify those mistakes and have appreciated
and pursued a saner policy. The Aligarh College, which embodies the
educationai ideals of its great ' founder and which may be called our
most improved experimental farm in the field of education, has had
a chequered history. At one time it seemed as if it would
become the storm-centre of the mutual jealousies of the older gener-
ation and of the immoderate demands of its youthful population, but
wiser counsels prevailed at last and more than one crisis passed away.
Our College at Aligarh is, and must ever remain, the central national

‘institution of the Indian Musalmans, and in view of its great tradi-
tions and of the immense influence which it has always exercised over

all' the most active ravvements which have arisen in our community,
its general condition furnishes perhaps the best index of our moral
and ‘intéllectual progress throughout the country. The power of

’Aligarh is great, but its responsibilities are greater; and I would,

therefore, remind its governing body and its students that they
will be guilty of betraying a great trust if they depart

from the policy and the principles laid down by Sir Syed Abmed

Khan for the guidance of both. Aligarh was intended to turn out

‘the best type of educated Mohamedan—a young man who would

possess great iutellectual ability and high character, and

-would combine the pleasing courtesy and polished manners of the East
‘with the ennobling self-respect and sturdy independence of the
“West—a thoughtful Indian who would conduct hirself in private and
- public life with dignity, self-restraint and an ever-present sense of

responsibility, and whose ambition would be to become a useful

‘member of society and a loyal .and helpful citizen of the British
‘Empire. These were the ideals placed before the Indian Musalmans
“by the great Sir Syed ; and their realisation must ever be the aim

and object, not merely of the Aligarh College, but of all Muslim
educational institutions. It is a hopeful sign of the times that in
educational matters the policy laid down by Sir Syed still holds the

field ; and although at times the still small voice of the enlightened
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conscience of the community may be unheard in the din of warring
interests, I earnestly trust that it wili ultimately be listened to with
due respeet, and that the ferward movement of the College will
reccive fresh impe us from the loyal co-operation of the more
thoughtful section of the younger generation. S

Gentlemen, one of the most pleasing results of the spread
of the Aligarh movement in India was the organised effort recently
made by our community to collect funds for the establishment of a
Muslim University at Aligarh.” " Thd wave of enthusiasm which
passed over all classes of Musalmans ' throughout the length and
breadth of the land and the striking success achieved. by the
promoters of the University idea under the brilliant leadership of His
Hizhness the Agha Khan are significant proof of the great awakening
which has taken place among our people; and this is maialy due to
the gradual infiltration of liberal ideas first promulgated at Aligarh.
These ideas, and the principles underlying them, must be diligently
spread among Musalmans and applied tothe new order.of things which
is coming into existence ; and you may then be sure that in the domain
of education, as also in other fields of activity, our community. will
come to occupy o position worthy of its traditions and of its numerjcal
strength in the country. With you education is the supreme need of
the hour, for remember that upon the extent to which your com.
munity will be educated on modern lines will depend your progress,
relatively to the other comwnunities, in all the more important. walks
of life. A disregard of this truth® will assuredly endanger your
position in this country. : S

The Muslim University question has been discussed for the
rast three years in many of its bearings in all parts of the country;
-and having regard to the fact that it is under the consideration of
certain representative Coramittees duly empowered to deal with it, I
do not feel called upon to say anything special about it on the present
occasion. I may, however, be permitted to remark that, after haviog
shown unusually keen interest in it the community seems to have
relapsed into something like indifference towards it. I know that
this is chietly due to the fact that momentous events of a most serious
character have happened in the Muslim world which have engrossed
the attention of the Indian Mohamedans and have placed ‘their
scanty resources under & severe strdin But now that the clouds
have rolled away and we are in sight of clearer skies, I earnestly.
beseech you to turn your attention once more to the University
question: which has become for us ‘a question of sovereign im-
portance. And in this counection+may I venture upon a word of
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advice? Itis essential to the right solution of this' question that
your leading’ men should bring to bear upon it their best
qualities of head and heart, and it is equally necessary that the rank
and iile of the community should follow theirlead in this matter with
confiding loyalty. I very much doubt whether our leaders fally
realise the nature and extent of the responsibilities which rest upon
their shoulders ; they have launched upon an experiment of enormous
difficulty with probable consequences of a far-reaching character;
and" at times it seems asif they were driving the chariot of the Sun
with hands unequal to the task. This is borne out by the discussions
which have taken place' over the TUniversity question both in the
Muslim press and at the meetings of the Committees that are charged
with its detailed consideration, and ‘thoughtful men have often
shaken their heads over the results thus far achieved. The grave
defect in the general attitude of the Mobhamedans towards this
question is that almeost every one who has subscribed, or even pro-
mised to subscribe,.to the University funds claims the right to give
his opiniom as'to the constitution of the proposed University and the
future management of its affairs withont stopping to consider whether
he has the nceessary capacity to form a right opinion about these
matters. . People who do not know even the rudiments of the educa-
tional problem in India have rushed into print and have expressed
opinions on the Muslim University scheme which have staggered men
who have received University education themselves and who therefore
realise, to some extent, the complicated nature of the great issues
involved in the situstion. I would earnestly advise the community
to leave the consideration and decision of the whole University question
in the hands of educational experts—men fully qualified by education
and experience to speak on this question with authority—and I would
implore those experts to do théir work with thorouzhness, courage and
discrumination. I'he whole question bristles with difficultics ; they must
" be realised and faced, and fair-secming generalisations or hasty conelu-
‘sions must be avoided. My own belief, founded upon a brief experience
of the actual working of a University, is that our real difficulties will
begin after the Charter bas "been granted and the Muslim University
has cume into existence; and my' fear is that very few of the
promoters of the scheme are giving themselves the necessary training
to cope with the task that lies before them. The practical training in
educational work which the Trustees of the Aligarh College are
receiving uunder present conditions is not the kind of training re-
quired for the governing bodies of the proposed University, which,
like the Syndicates and Sevates of the existing Indian Universities,
will be in independent charge of the whole work of hicher edu-
vation connectid with the various faculties of Western and Oriental
learning. Our University will'be an examining as well as a teaching
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hady, and questions re]a,tm"' to the laying down of standards, the
selection of text hooks for nll the -exannnations, the appomtment
of Exmumniners, the conduct of Examinations,  and all subsidiaty
matters will have 10 be  thrashed ' out and  settled  mostly
by men on the spot. The governing hody of a” College affiliated
to a University, such as the Ahgzuh College, is never confronted
with these problems; and when  we remember the increasing
difliculties which the Aligarh  authorities have to face as: time
goes on, we can form a laint idea of what is in store for the
Court and Senate of the proposed ‘Muslim. University. Our edu-
cationists must, therefore train themselves assiduously for the new
wo. k that thn-) will be called upon to do; and if they fail to
attain the requisite siandard of efficicney I fear that the University
which has boen so much talked of will prove a doubtful boon. -

While on this subject T must remind you that your edu-
cational needs will not  be satistied by one UlllVPlhltV of your
own; and von mu-t therefore continue to avail yuursulvea. of the
Freilities om reidl by the existing  Universitics and their affiliated
Convges in differont parts of Ihwounhv In these Colleges your
commuuity i3 most inadequately repr -xentul, and you must exert
your utmost to increa-c your numbers  there, Itis a fatal mis-
tihe to taink that the cduacation impariedl in these Colleges is not
smted to the requirements of the Mohamedans, and that they
pust e an elueational enciave, as it were, of their own.  The
proposed Muslim - University” s a special mea-ure of limited ap-
plication, and in face of existing facts you will be unable for a
Iong tim:» to extenl its jarvisdiction ‘over a very wide area But
evene it this were feasible, I would seriously question its des ll‘(lbllliv
as it seems tome that in oeder to take thew full shave in the
orzanic  evolution of wodera Iuliv the younger venerations of
Muabmans must keep in close tonen-wita  those of the other leading
comumtities, and  that objeet is best achieved in the mixed Schools
and Colleges of the entry, In a paper which I read before
this Conference in 18593 on  the ** Llucation of the Musalmaus
in the Punjah,” speaking generaily of the undesirability of multi-
piving  sposial educallonal institutions for the ‘\Iohamedans,

I sd:

© .\ still more fae'ble argument against such rash experiments is fornished
by the dmpropriety. indeel T nay say the datyger, of unnecessurily multiplying
elies iastitntiong in this o wantry. The molern tewlency of setting up hounsehold
goala wy ty spea’k, do the ~h\pc of denominational sehosls, is not \ntlmnt its evil
cmer ety the  differont races in the Punjab. Already  the MHindus aud
Mavsanvbws stwal apart with the impassable stream of autagonistic religious

Undenomi-
national
institutions.
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“and social opinions running betweém} them, aeross which it is becoming mofe
-and more difficult for them every day to shake hands with even a show of cordiality.

Is it then really to our common advantage that we should laboriously try to
add to this distance of feeling by starting and replenishing separate educational
institutions where the Hindus may learn to become more exclusively Hindg,
and the Musalmans more rigidly, and it may be, more tavatically, Muslim P
The Government Schools have created for us a common platform, on which the
rising hopes of both the communities can meet in familiar school-boy intercourse
and learn one another’s failings and virtues—where the clash of interests may
be softened down by mutual concessions gladly made; where the Hindu may
learn the pluck and imperious self;respect of the full-blooded Mussalman, and
the Mussalman . profit by the perseterance and accommodating pliability of the

- meek Hindu. Let us ‘not cast thi§;,blessing disdainfully aside, and in the hlind

race-conceit’ of the hour set up demominational colleges with’"the main object of

' emphasising congenital differences between the two communities, so as ultimately

to crystalise them into two irreconcileable creeds. If you really feel the need
for such <olleges, by all weans have them, but your prime duty is, in all
ocases, to establish as definitely as possible this element of meed. In suoh cases
sentiment must always count for a negligible guantity, nor is it desirable to have
a-College as a mere ornamental appendage to a school or as an enjoyable
luxury.” g

These remarks hold good; to a great extent, even at this day ;
and it is my firm conviction that one most practical way of (itting
Mohamedan youths for the great struggle that lies before them in
India is to let them rub shoulders with the more active and pushful
young men of the other communities in mixed seminaries, so that

‘their mental horizon should widen in early life and they should gain
‘& deeper insight into the ideas, tastes and feelings of those with whom

they will have to compete in later ycars.

To increase the number of Mohamedan pupils in these ur-

.denominational institutions, the hest plan is to institute a sound system

of scholarships in cach Provioee, for expericnce shows that poverty is

“a serious impediment in the way of a large percentage of Molinme-
-dan students who are desirous of prosecutiug their studies up to a
. University degree, and that wherever special scholarships are provided
for such students their numbers increase in & short time. In the

Punjab the institution of what are called the *Jubilee Scholarships”

in 1887 by the local Government did much to advance collegiate
.education among Muhammadans, and I believe that in other Provinces

also similar measures have proved eminently successful. Among our
people the demand for bigher education is everywhere onthe increase,
and you cannot always start your own Colleges to meet this demand.

‘Besides, you must remember that it is of the first importance to give

a sound education to our young men ; and you must therefore attach
greater value to the quality of the education imparted by a College
than to the number of its passes at the University Examinations. This
is exactly the principle on which the Aligarh College is founded ; and
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it would be a grievous mistake to depart from this wholesome prin-
ciple. By giving unsound education to your youths in an inefficient
institution you poison the very springs of national thonght, and from a
moral and intellectual point of view the result is disastrous. It is
therefore far more useful to give scholarships to deserving Mohamedan
students to enable them to receive good education in well-conducted
and properly equipped Government Colleges than to establish, ina
" thoughtless mood and upon insecure foundations, your own Colleges,
where with an enormous expenditure of money and labour you would
only produce an inferior breed of graduates unfit to hold their own
in the race of life against the cultured men of the other Indian cowm-
munities.

I must incidentally ohserve here that the economic side of the
cdueational question demands your special attention; and it is an
instructive commentary on your methods of work that, as a rule, the
expenditure per scholar in Muslim institutions is larger than in Hindu
Schools and Colleges of a similar type. For a poor community like
ours this is a very serious matter; and I would earnestly advise our
educationists to study closely the conditions prevailing in such in-
stitutions as the Fergusson College at Poona and the D. A.-V,
College at Lahore. 'The noble examples of self-sacrifice and of devo-
tion to duty set by the Hindu Professors in those Colleges are also
well worthy of imitstion by Mohamedan teachers and professors in
our Islamia institutions,

Pardon this digression. In my julgment the establishment of
n national system of scholarships is the urgent need of the day amongst

us, and I earnestly appeal to youall to give your very best thouzht

to the matter  On a small scale the Anjuman-i-Taraqqi-i-Ta’lim of
Amritsar and some of the Islamia Anjumans in several other towns
have done good work in this direction, but the mnrdus operandi is
somewhat ill-conceived and ill-adapted to modern conditions, and
our cducationists would do very great service to Mohamedan
education by layinz down in this conncetion a well thought out scheme.
Such a scheme should include the periolical award of scholarships to
our promising younz men to enable them to carry on their studies in
foreizn countries, more especially in technical suhbjects; and the
aeneral conditions laid down for the award of such scholarships should
he similar to those that have yielded such splendid results in Bombay
anlin Calcutta, where the Tata Scholarships Committee and the
Society for the Advancement of Scieutific Knowledge, respectively,
have besn giving scholarships to deserving Indirns to enable them to
prosccute their higher studies in foreign lands,
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Technical Gentlemen, the need of imparting technical edueation to
“zguxa'(‘)gﬁ“ ~ Mohamedan boys is becoming' aore and more: urzent” every day, ani
" in view of theloeal condltmns' ohtaining in_some - provinces, I think
* that this kind of education® will ‘make s%hsfacmry progress in onr
~community if sufficient attention be given to if. The industrial
development of India has entered on a new phase ; and.it is a ureat
“mistake to think that we Mohamedans should ¢ mfne onr af tention,
for the present, to literary education, and. that after perfecting it we
‘canturn to technical education. Itis obvious that such an ,u'*ument
“does not bold good ‘in respect F. stadies connectad with the learnal
Professmns such as L, Medicine sind’ Eagine=viny ;-and it is equally
‘obviou¥to my mind thiat the ellacation of Mohame lans in industrivs
and handicrafts, and generally in Commercial subjzcts, must proceed
side by side with their literary education . So far; wve have been very
“remiss - in.-strengthening. ouwr weaith- -producing power-as a com-
. munity, and the resnlt is that our economic conhtlon is vadieally un-
~sound. * This is emphatically an industrial age, and T wouldi stringly
advise our yonug men who read i in.Arts Colle"ew to give more att ntien
_ to the study ‘of physical sciences and ecconomices.than to- madern
languages and ‘philosophy.™* The: scientist is more in evidence now-
~a—davs in useful reseacch work than the- lingnistor the philesopher;
" and at the present time the Tdian Musilmans stand less -in nee |
‘of the ])()llbhed writer of philosophic poetry dreaming his golden
dreams in the dim light of his cloister than of the scientific mun whnse
minit is well stocked with facts. bearing on the wmaterial prosperity
of his people and whose practical education enables hira to grapple
: more successfully with the hard realities of life. '

- “

[

Indian Govern-~ - Geullemen, the Government of India have recently laid down
ment’s educa- “an extensive o : f elueati 1 I the Moha-
tional policy. s programme  of etucational cxpansion, and the Moha
.medans must he prepuel to take fuil alvastige of the facilines thus
‘afforded for the m)rml of “elucation anmg the upper clisses
"and the masses of the country.  The Government of Iniia vesolution,
“dated the 21st Febraary 1918, sketched the broad outlines of the
policy which the Department of Education inteads to pursue in the
matter of promoting both elementary and higher education, and that
resolution marks a most hnpoxm.lt staige in the educational devel-
‘opment of this country. Soon after, on the 3rd of April 1913, the
.Gov-rnment of India -vuhu,‘ml a cireular letter to all the L')ml
Governménts ‘and Ad.ainistrations on the subject of Mohamedin
education, calling attentina to the un»ttle(wtorv condition of that
.education, v\c,opt in.the primwry staze,” in all the provinces, and
lll\’ltl 12 suggestions and reeim.nen litions as to the best meansof
lmprovm"r it. In that letter the Goverament of India expressed

<
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their anxious desire that all reasonable facilities should be pro-
vided for the educition of Mohamaedans and indicated generally the
direction in which enquiry anl special action will, in their opinion,
be useful. 'The Government of India letter is still, I understand,
under the consideration of most of the Local Governments, and the
latter have asked for the opinions of the Islamia Anjumans and
the leading Mohamelan gentlemen in their respective provinces on
the points raised in the letter in question and generally on the subject
of advancing Mohamedan education. I earnestly hope that the
various Anjumans addressed by the Local Governments will consider
the whole subject thoroughly in all its bearings, with special reference
to their local requirements, anl will submit practical and useful
suggestions for improving the education of Musalmans in all stages
of  instruction, more especially in the secondary and
collegiate stages, in which our community is most in-
adequtely represented. We are all deeply grateful to the Gov.
ernment. of India for the special interest it has taken in Mohamedan
education, and on behalf of the Indian Musalmans I may express
the hope that the Local Governments throughout the country may
sce their way to adopt special measures to encourage and promote
the education of their Mohamedan subjects in accordance with the
policy outlined in the Government of India letter of the 3rd
February last. The whole community is awaiting with deep an.
xicty the result of the momentous step taken by the Supreme
Government in this matter ; for the Mohamedans have now come
to recognise that in modern education alone lies their salvation,
and they feel that their educational development will be assured
if their own efforts to improve their education are supplemented
by practical sympathy and encouragement from Government. They
know that at this moment there is at the head of the Indian
Government a broad-minded statesman who is prepared to weigh
sympathetically the special claims of backward communities to
considerate treatment in the bust interests of the general progress
of the country ;and they are determined, on their own part, to do
all that lies in their power to help themselves.

A most gratifying instance of self-help on the part of our
co-religionists and of sympathetic encouragement hy a Local Govern-
ment in the matter of our education is afforded by the recent
establishment of an Islamia College at Peshawar. We areall deeply
grateful to Sir George Roos-Keppel for the great interest which he
bas taken from the very beginning in the Islimia College scheme, and
we thankfully acknowledge that the remarkable success which
has att~n led the efforts of the Peshawar Musalmans in this matter is
due mainly to his generous sympathy and support. This College bids

14
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fair to become a  great moral force in the North West Frontier
_Province, and among the Mobamedans of that Province the name of
- 8ir George Roos-Keppel will go down to posterity as one .of their
greatest benefactors. After a visit to the new Peshawar Collerre a
‘most ptomlnent Mobhamedan wenllema,u wrote to:me about 11; the
“other day in these apprematwe terms

“It is desioned on amoetlnberal scale and' havmv regard * to
its romantic and’ 10ve]y situation undér the very eyes of the tribes
who have for ¢enturies bulked so largely in India’s hlctory, it 'is"im-
possﬂ)le to realise its great capabilities 'in spreading the "light of
‘modern civilization among a people who have hithérto heen foutid -

.traciable to mere physical Tored. ' It looks as if 'that Cullege will solve
‘the frontier 'problem ab” last—ivhat” S0 many mlhtzuy expedmons
hzwe f)efme thls failed to'do.” .

‘Thiese ‘are mgmﬁcant words; and fhev wﬂl give Sir George Roos-
-Képpel'sorné idea of how very much his ]undly help to a- hackwaid
.commuﬁlty in‘time of need has been appreciated by its thoughtful

"May T express a hop(, that the other Lncal Governments will
-'a,ho, in the same generous spirit as has been shown by the Government
“of the Frontier Provirice, help-the Mohamedams to help thumselvea in
.promotlnv thelr educdtlonP R

Il [ e .- I i

4In fconnection With--the Government of India letter,- I.would
-advise this conferenca -ta afford a. veisonable .opportunity .to the
.leading ' representatives’ of the ditferent provinces for.an interchange
of -views on the general suggestions- made in that letter as to the
best mea.s of adv‘mcmv educd,hon -among .Mphamedans... The. con-
ditions which preva:l in’ one province -are necessarily -somewbat
different from those that exist.in another; and therefore the-measures
that will have to be adopted for ‘the 1mprovement of Mohamedan
education in the different provinces will - not be identical.  But
having regard to the generally homogeneous character of the Muslim
populahons in different -parts of India, their respective educatinnal
necds will be . found to present many similar features, and-this Session
of' the’ Conference should afford a valaable occasion to our educa-
=txona1 ‘men to compare notesvwith' one -another.and to arrive, as far
as possible, at-a common basis. for " future actian, . Special atten.
" tion shiould ‘be” paid to 1he matter of secandary and collegiate
“education, for,as pointed out by the Government of Indi in their
letter, it is in this wspebt that we lag tav bchmd, the other coins
‘munltles. S O
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, Gentlemen there is an amazing disproportion between the
foundations and the superstructure of your educational editice, and this
arave defect must he removed at all costs. Primary education in
_your community, though not very satisfactory, is fairly good in
some provinces ; secondary education compares very unfavourably
‘with it everywhere ; but when we come to higher education our
deficiencies nre most striking. In Arts Collezes and also in institu-
tions where special branches of higher education are dealt with, the
number of Mohamedan scholars dwingles into insignificance, and the
result i o lamentible dearth of qualifiet men who can adequately
represent and safeguard the intervests of the commuaninty in the
superior grades. of the public services, in the learned professions and
in other independent walks of life. Such striking developments are
now taking place on .every side. jm«this country and. the, pace .at
which the other leading communities are pressing forward is so_rapid
that if you do not redouble your efforts to ; promote., sound education
among your co-religionists all along. the linc, . more . gspecially
Uuiversity education, both literary and technical, - you will,.saop he
‘eonfronted with o most diflicult and. eomplicated. situation.:.. You
must try to rerrieve your past errors and to vevise and. improve your
methods of work for.the future. If therg is. one remedy, more
eflicacious than another for the ills from which your .community .is
suffering, it is education ; and in your anxiety .to .strengthen, your
position in Indinv you must not commit the fatal error of frittering
away your encrgies in other directions and in more seductive . spheres
of work without first laying a firm foundation for. your .intellegtual
sclf-improvement. In proportion as: you advanco -in .education. of
tho rizht type, with special reference to your .peculiar needs,. you
. will become more and more able to take .your proper ‘share w:nd
cxercise your due measure of influence in the improved: public hfe
of the country ; and you can then claim that attention of Government
and that respect of the other Indian races to which, ja the interest of
the common weal, you must always dspire, T

.

*

“«p . The educational problem with which we Indian Mohamedans
are confronted has two sides—and these T may perhaps nof inappro-
priateiy term the technical side and the liberal “side.. The technical
side uf our educational problem has reference 'm'a'inlyl to our relative
position, as compared with the other communities, In respect of the
number of, Mohamedan scholars in the various staces of instruction
in Schools and Colleges of all kflgds,,f._hc r'r')po'rt‘iovr: of Mohamedans
who have taken  University degrees, their number in the learned
professions, and their position in the' public service of the conntry,
In this connection,” we_ have to studs “the causes of - onr

comparative  backwardness In  primary SCCQnde}ry and higher
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education, and have to devise means for removing the existing
disparity in this respect. between the other leading communities
and oar own. The liberal .side of our educational problem is
concerned with quite different kinds of phenomena which exhibit
themselves, in close affirity with the higher and more refined aspects
of individual and national life, in an invigorating atmosphere of
cultare and eunlighten nent in which alone can flourish the most
fraitful virtues of civilized man. I shall explain my meaning by a
simple illustration.

In your experience of the concrete results of modern educa-
tion most of you must have come across two types of educated men
in this country. ‘One is that of a young man who has applied him-
self “assiduously to his text-books; who by passing successive
examinations has risen laboriously from the lowest rung of the edu-
cational ladder to the highest; and who, after a brilliant academic
career, has carried off a great many of the prizes open to men
of his'time. In the student world he has the reputation of being a
walking encyclopaedia of knowledge, and his College fellows look up
to him with nervous respect as a man of great erudition. But scratch
him and you will find a barbarian, without a vestige of real culture in
him, and he is none the less a barbarian because he carries a moun-
tainous load of hooks on his back. As Sadisays: dugp Sy 34 ,le
The other type is that of the student who, in going through his School
and his College curriculum;, has paid more attention to the spirit of the
‘books he has vead than to théir verbal frame-work; who has not
distinguished himeelf in the examination-hall or won laurels at the
‘University Convoration, but who has assimilated the knowledge
placed at his disposal by his teachers ; who has tried to apply it to
the actual facts of life ; who has acquired a wider and more practical
outlook upon the world and has thus become a truly cultured member
of society. His inner self is in perfect harmny with his enlightened
exterior, and he is a moral force of no mean potency in his own
social circle,

‘What is true of individuals is also true of communities, and
among the latter you will find the same types of temperament and
behaviour which T have described above. Now, although the present
needs of the country are such that we must continue to pay attention
to the technical side of our educational problem, or, in other words,
must try to produce from among us as wmany “ educated barbarians ™
as we can, we must not lose sight of what I have called the liberal
side of that problem, that is to say, we must endeavour to understand
anl agsimilate and exhibit in onr daily actions the most enduring
principles of modern civic lifo so as to become in course of time a
community of cultured and enlightened men.
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**"'Thé 'maréh ‘of events in Indfa’has bmufrht 1s" to & stage “of
rozress at whicli it* should be impossible foir ¢ anyone but the “inost
Elvrou-d Mullah not to recognise the'urgent- need of an organised and
qustmn»,d scheme for’ promotmﬂ' sound educatlon among our
women. In the West woman lias been playing; for a long time past,
a by no means unimportant part in the heallhy ‘évolution of national
life, and of recent years signs are not wantinz in’ the East, and
e-.;n-cully in‘our own country, to show that'the weaker sex'is, mward-
ly fecliny its strensth and seriously means to step out of its accus-
tomed seclug:on to take an honourable and increasing interest in the
more pmctlcal concerns of the outside world. Tt -is’ 1mp0331ble now
to stem the tide which is flowing in this direction even if some of you,
with a supreme contempt for the needs of the times, were to think of
duing so, and you wouli be well advised so to regulate’ it «s to be
able to divert it into proper channcls The enormous influence of
woman on the essentially human’ ‘side of the character of mankind
must be obvivus to the most supmﬁqml observer; and our first duty
at the present moment is to refine and purify ‘that inflacuce in our
country and to bring it to bear u upon the tolahty of our individual
anl corporate life in order to malke it more fruitful in relation to the
great'movements of the world. ;
From the time when the : ﬁl‘bt stirrings of new life send a
threili of joy through an expe ctant family circle to the supremely
‘critical moment when the Jast ray of hope is extmo‘mshe{l and the dark
shadows of death close in upon an. emaciated twure, the personality
of woman stands out as being in close vital touch with some of the
most powerful springs of human thought and action;and so her part
in shaping the destiny of man has been recognised in the modern age
as one of great motive power. You will Al remember the pre"n.mt
saying that the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world ; and 1 may
ml‘l that the delicate fingers that in Ahe sick chamber clo~:e, with an
inexpressibly alectionate touch, the eyes of theexpiring man have
ever been busy in unravelling the taugled skein of his private affairs
which fill a lwge part of “the spain of life. The formation of
useful habits in mrh life; the stitfening of the moral fibre in the
child ; the dutlnp.ant of the socinl e\‘mmthxes and antipathies of
the youth; the successful working of that most delicate and difficult
of all human relitionships called marriage ; the creation of an atmos-
here of domestic harmony and concord, of affection and contentment
“1a whicn the best private virtues always thrive—all thesc depend, .in a
Jarze measure, upon the extent to which woman is trained and per-
mitted to do her own proper share of work in socxety.

\o scheme of national oducat'on will be complete among the To-
dian lohamedans which does not makeample provision for tu(. educa -
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. tion of women on modern lines;"with special reference to the peculiat

needs of a progressive Islamic community. ‘Uhis does not by any mgans
imply the wholesale adoption of the methods of instruction and of the
standards of culture which have come to be associated with Western
cwlllzatlon we in the Fast have our own distinctive traditions and
predominant tendencles of thpuo'ht and we must evolve a new type
of culture as the result of a Wholesome combination of the Asiatic
and European systems of training. One thing is, however, clear, and
that is that the purely Eastern. modes of educatlon would be as stdle
insipid ‘and unpnoﬁta.ble in the case of our women ps they have
proved tp be in the case of our men, and the community must make
up its mind once and for all to allow its girls to be instructed in the
elements of knowledge according to the more scientific methods of
the modern age, The time has lono since gone by when even our
leading men favoured the idea of concentlatmo all our energies
upon pelfectmo- the education of boys before taking up the
question of educating our girls ; we have advanced far bevond the
stage at which such a view could be held and acted upon without

-endanoermg our national posxtlon in India. 1In these days the

education of girls must proceed pari passu with that of bqu and I
am certain that a disvegard of‘this principle will result in'serious
difficulties and greatly handlcap us in the race of life. :

There is urgent need of emphaSlsmo this principle in our
national system of educatxon and the public mind nust be trained to
recognise its importance. Unfmtunatelv the Indian Musalman has
still very primitive ideas on this subject; and this was made painfully
clear only recently in the Punjab in the course of a controversy
which was waged there over a proposal to introduce the teaching of
English into the carriculum of a new Girls’ School which has been
started by the An]uman-l Himayat-i-Islam of Lahore. The question
aroused a heated discussion both’ within the Aujuman and outside it ;
and I felt genuinely distressed at the enormous amount of turgid non-
sense that was retailed in the vernacular press by writers who pnscd as
well-informed critics, but who seemed to have the crudest conception
of what education really means for the sexes and what the special
aequxrements of the ’\Iohamedans are in the India of the present

ay.

S

'l‘he question of the education of women upon improved
modern lines has been serionsly taken in hand by the other
Indian communities, and even in the more ba.ckward provinces
they can already show fairly .satisfactory results. In the Punjab,
for example, the small community of the Sikhs is far a head
of. Mohamedans in glvmﬂ' education to women, and the Hindus who
come next to- the Sikhs in this matter are greatly our superiors.
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During the quinquennium ending with the official year 1911-12,
t' e number of Mohamedan girls has increased by 965 per cent in
the primary stage of education and by 145 per cent. in the secondary
stage ; whereas among Hindus (iucluding Sikhs) the increase during
the same period has been 17 and 6°40 per cent. respactively.
In the North-West Frontier Province, according to the Report
on Public Instruction for 1912-13, female education among
Mohamedans is actually on the decline, among the causes assigned for
this retrogression being the parda systém and the lack of qualified
teachers. In that province the number ‘of Mohamedan girls in the
Primary Department is 2'8 per cent. of the number of Mohamedan
females in population, there being no Mohamedan girls in secondary
Schools; while among Hindus the number is 295 per cent. in the
primary stage and 7-4 per cent. in the secondary stage of instruction.
In these Provinces the number of Mohamedan girls under instruc-
tion in public schools has decreased by about 10 per cent. between
1906-07 aund 1911-12, while the number of Hindu girls has increased
by nearly 50 per cent. during the same period.

The comparative superiority of the other communities over you
in the matter ol female education is thus beyond question, and theie
is fresh evidence on all sides of their firm resolve to redouble their
efforts in this direction. You must follow suit; and you wmust
remember that in this matter, as in most other questions, there is no
standing still; you wust either press forward or lag behind. Woman
is destined to play an important part in the East as she is already
doing in the West; and we Indian Musalmans must rise to a.
conception of her true vocation in life before it is too late.

In this connection, I am sure I am voicing the genuine Active sympathy
feelings of you all when I say that we owe a deep debt of gratitude of H. H the
to Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal for the keen personal interest Begum of Bhopal.
which she has been taking in the education of her sex and for the
munilicent donations which she has made from time to time in aid of
that cause. I trust that her noble example will be followed by the
other Ruling Chiefs in this country. I mustalsn take this oppor-
tunity to express our warmest thanks to Maulvi Sicd Karamat
Husain, who among Middle Class Mohamedana is, I believe, the first
centleman who has set apart a large fund for the endowment of
female education in his own province, and who has thns taken the
lead in a matter which is one of exceptional importance to our com-
munity and to the country at large. The Female Education Section
of this Conference would do well to carefully study Maulvi Karamat
Hus3sins elucational methods aud to act upon them, for I am afraid
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-the work-of this section nieeds to be overhauled and improved and the
results so far achiéved by our Girls’ School at Aligarh are far from
-satisfactory. -~ ° .

Pg{z}::gl;giu;n R .Another» questipn.-which has a most pmct.ical bearing_ on Fhe
dowment, educational progress ot_ our community is that of the aitministration
-of Mobhamedan 'educational .endowments. I think that it is a arave
.- reproach to this Conference that during the 27 years of its existence
‘it has left wholly untouched-:this question, which is one of the
- utmost importance, and upon the right solution of which depends,
‘to a great extent, our educational -salvation in some parts of the
~country.. In connection with the spread of secondary and higher
- education among Mohamedans, the question of ways and means has
always been a troublesome one with our workers; and many a note
of pessimism has been struck on momentous occaxions by our leading
-men owing to the slow response to their appeals for funds given by
.the rank and file of the community. Anu yet how many of us have
thought of devoting a little of our time and attention to the question
of utilizing for our pressing needs the existing educational endow-
ments which we owe to the munificence of grnerations of pious
‘Musalmans in. various parts of India, but of which the persistent
mal-administration is a positive disgrace to our community, Three
“years ago when an organised effort was made throughout the country
-to collect funds in aid of the Muslim University scheme, a leading
Anglo-Indian paper pointedly called the attention of the Mohamedan
‘Jeaders to the vast annual incomes - which the charitable - and edoca-
tional endowments created by Mohamedans in. India were yielding,
and which, if properly allministered and applied to their legitimate
purposes, were amply sufficient for finwncing more than one Muslim
University. s it not a grave reflection upon vour common-sense
that a non-Muslim writer shonld have placed his finger os your w.ak
point and should have indicated to you the oné practical way of
solving a difficult problem ? How long will you neglect your plain
duty and allow large sums of money, which, according to the intens
tions of the original donors, must he spent in promoting the education
and the mental and moral improvement of younger generations of
Musalmans, to be misappropriated by interested usurpers to the utter
‘demoralization of every party concerned ? -

Recent action Only recently the Egyptian Government has ereated a new
by Ezyptian  Ainistey of TPukfs. and the step is said to have been received with
Guvernment @ rm approval by the Muslim population in Egypt, as it is felt that
the control of the Wakfs hy the Government will ensure more efficient
administration. The manner in which charitable endowments used
to be administered under the old system in that country led .to a
‘gopr ) tooe misanolication of the trast funds, with the deplorable
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result that many of the institutions for the maintenance of which the
benefactions were originally intended languished for want of financial
support. An Egyptian writer in a recent issue of the Near East drew
o mclancholy picture of the way in which religious endowments
were mismanaged in his country, and he attributed the decay and
disorganisation of the once famous Al Azhar University mainly to
this cause. It is a gratifying sign of the times that the Egyptian
Government bas at last turncd its attention to this momentous subject,
and is determined, even at the risk of offending the susceptibilities of
interested parties, to carry out a much-nerded reform. I think that
in our country the time has come for making a move in the same
direction, and we must move with a firm step and a high resolve. We
must institute a searching enquiry into the history and working of
the Mohamedan educational endowments in different parts of the
country, and must adopt such practical measures as would ensure
their proper administration in accordance with the intentions of the
original donors and to the real advantage of the classes which were
“inteuded to be benefitted by those endowments. I would suggest the
appointment of a representative Committee by this Conference to
undertake such an enquiry, and the Committee should be asked to
place stself in communication with leading Mohamedauns in all the
provinces, and, if necessary, with the Local Governments, to enlist
their sympathy and support in this great cause. The question is so
important that you must not shrink from your duty for fear of
arousing opposition ; the thoughtful section of the community will be
with you if you will only persevere; and by the use of a little moral
courage you will achicve results for which the coming generations
will bave cause to bless the name of this Conference.

Gentlenien, if I were asked to sum up in one short phrase
the failings of the Indian Musalmans at the present moment, I
would reply —Want of Self-discipline.

I am aware that human activity spreads itself over such a
vast surface and expresses itself in such a variety of concrete forms
that any zeneralisition intenled to cover its innumerable manifesta-
tions in any one phase of life woull often he both misleading and
untrue.  But at the same time we can, I think, discover at any
particular staze of the moval and material progress of a community
some of the prelominant traits of its charactor which manifest
themselves with more or less persistence in ity thought and action,
and which, tor the time being, serve to differentiate it from other
communitics, It scems to me that we Mohamedans suffer, in a
peealiar dexeee, from a lack of disciplinary self-restraint, and even
our virlues are at times made to appear as serious faults because
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Tts illustrations. of this great defect in our national character. Illustrations of this
can be easxly furnished from the religious and secular life of our
people. An excess of zeal in the observance of religious ceremonial
is the most striking ¢haracieristic of the Musalmans, and their piety
often manifests itself in extravagant forms to the utter disregard of
the spn it underlying their religious precepts. They forget that Islam
in all its injunctions insists upon & reasonable ad]ustment of the
religious and the secular duties, discourages asceticism with its
excesqve devotion to the affairs of the next World and enforces the
rule of the golden mean between two extremes in all human relations.
Our preachers always administer an over-dose of theological admonition
to their congregations, and the latter are thereby led to be over-
zealous in their performance of the chief practical duties enjoned
by Islam, regardless of the limitations imposed in connection with
them by the gleat Law-giver. Much of.-our.energy thus runs to
waste; a spirit of indifference towards some of the chief concerns
of life is engendered ; and little activity is shown by our people
in overcoming the difficulties that lie in the path of secular advance.
Think for a moment of the way in which our most useful institution
of alms-giving is abused by the generality of the pious Musalmans.
Every one of “ther considers himself free to dole out his charity as he
chooses ; the objects of charitable relief are: .not carefully selected ; no
method is observed at all in the distribution of such relief ; all advice
and directions- for the organisatiun and_ systematic control of Zokat
are resented ; and the-result is an appalllno' waste. of substance and
strength whlch if the Musalmans only submitted themselves to a
little Judlcmus dxsmpllne, could be utilised to great national ends. Qur
educational institutions would not then be starved, as is the casc now,
through want of financial aid, and the problem of Mohamedan
backwardness would be partly solved. Consider, again, the serious
difficulties which have to be faced both in India and in Arabia itself,
because Mohamedans who are too poor to pay the expenses of a
pilgrimage to Mecca and who are therefore prohibited by Islam from
undertaking it, insist on going to the Hejaz in large numbers every
year, with the result that many of them are eitber left to perish
In Arabia or prove a heavy burden to their richer fellow-pilgrims,
The drain on the resources of the Musalmans involved in this
proceeding which is repeated year after year, is enormous; and it
could be easily avoided if they were to learn how to strictly regulate
their exuberant religious fervour according to the very sound rules
laid down by Islam. 'The one great fault in the Muslim character is
‘want of sobriety, moderation, restraint and self- denial, and yet these
are the qualities to which Islam assigns a high place in the list of
human virtues. A man can be as selﬁsh, wastetul and imm-derte
in devotional ex :rcises as in his worldly relations with his fellow-
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beings, and the inculcation of this truth should be the aim of all
religious education. .

: If we turn to the secular side of our life, we find- that
want of self-discipline is a great impediment in the path of Muslim
progress. The tendency observable in the younger generation towards
destructive criticism without a corresponding anxiety to show con-
structive work is an illustration of this failing, and one result of
this unhappy tendency has been a weakening of the sensa of
responsibility in our community which may do a great deal more harm
than it has already done. Again, consider the utterly unmethodic:l
,way in which the very large funds collected from the Indian “Musal-
mans in aid of various movements have been administered "in this
country, and you will find that you have a great deal to learn from
other communities as to how you should regulate your patriotic
action by reference to business maximsia order both to prevent your
resources being frittered away and also to apply your funds to their
proper objects. This is one way of educating your community to a
richt appreciation of some of the factors which make for moral and
material progress in India.

Auother department of human activity in which Wwe Ouar Grdu postry.

Mohamedans suffer from lack of discipline is our literature, and in
this connection I shall call your attention to one phase of our
amorous poetey, The beloved of the Mohamedan Urdu poet of the
old school, in whom iy incarnated his highest conception of human
beauty, is & freak of nature with a mouth little bigger than the
geometrical point and a waist thinner than a hair. As an example
of the formvrr, we have the couplet of a Persian poet whose style and
taste our Urdu poets have tried to imitate and acquire :

P ol plenSe pUS (23l 1 oddad ) oyp yo ZhB 5 4 (598

and as an instance of the latter, I may quote the wellk-nown
verse of an Urdu poet-— '

2238 2 S haS B LS By g 2B S pre

If you think for a moment, you will perceive that in the
domain of literature this kind of poetry, illustrating as it does the
poet’s passion for immoderate exaggeration, is the direct result of
want of discipline in the poetic faculty; and when it is remembered
that all our best writers on Prosody assign to 4+l ahigh place among
our recognised figures of speech which are supposed to lend beauty and
force to our poetry, you will admit that we lack disciplinary training
not mercly in the common every-day affairs of our life, but also in
rezard to some of the natural springs of thought which should power-
fully contribute to our intellectual improvement,
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, While on the subject of our poetry, I must not omit to
mention “what - I counsider to be-a somewhat serious defect in the
proceedings - of most: of our educational bodies, including this Con:
ference. - At our annual gatherings it is customary to allow poems
to be read . with a view generally to appeal to the patriotic instincts
of the audience, to remind the present gencration of Musalmans
of the depths of degradation to which, as compared with their
worthier “ancestors, they have sunk, and o enlist their active sympa-
thy and support in the cause of communal progress. No object
could be nobler than this, and the motives which prompt the poetical
compositions of our young authors are worthy. .of, all. praise. But
mark the practical etfect of such proceedings on our methods of
work and on the temperament of the community. With an eastern
people constant appeals to sentiment have an insidious way of pro-
ducing responsive emotions of a more or less ephemeral character,
with the result that, for the time being, an jmaginative frame of
mind is induced .in the audience, which by a repetition of the same
influence tends to become hardened into second nature, and all
initiative for practical action, divorced from the feelings, is in
consequence considerably weakened. My own experience is that,
except on occasions of special significance when a strong sense of
impending danger or of imperious necessity urges them on to
immediate  action, the Indian Musalmans are content to limit their
activities to fervent appeals to the imagination and in cooler moments
generally omit to take stock of the practical results of those appeals.:
A community with a temperament such as.this has much to learn
from other peoples who are ‘blessed with a less emotional frame of
mind, and much to unlearn before it can. successfully compete
with them in this work-a-day world of ours. One. thing which
you must learn is how to do your work, whether educational or other,
in a business-like manner, with cool calculating heads and
without a hysterical display of imaginative fire which not infre-
quently only ends in smoke. Jf the special circumstances or needs
of your community compel youin some places to have something
more than a prosaic programme of work, you might perhaps have
a litile poetry now.and then, but you must make up your minds to
confine its use within the narrowest limits; and above all you
must see that it has direct reference to the work before you and
is not allowed to usurp the time and attention which can be more
uscfully devoted to a worthier occupetion. As is the case with
Western people, you must conduct your educational work every-
where in India on business lines, keeping sentiment wholly in the
back ground. .Study your educational needs most carefully, with
special reference to time and place ; collect your data industriously
and draw your inferences from them in a dispassionate spirit ; mark
the actions of the other communities in the country, and while adopting

I
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their good points eschew ' the bad ; induce your people in backward
places to take full advantage of the facilities offered by Govern=
ment for promoting education ; supplement by private enterprise
of the right kind, wherever necessary, the effurts of Government

in this dircction ; and aboveall, start local organisations in all parts of-

India which, on the one hand, should be in close touch with the
Mohamedans of the locality, and on the other should place themselves,
through a representative provincial body, in communication with
this Central Conference. A practical spirit of work will thus permeate
the community, and you will be able ‘to achieve a large measure of
success in eduetional advance. .

The want of a practical spirit in our community is shown by
our treatment of the Urdu language, for the development of which
a speeial section of the Conference, called the Literary Section or the
Anjuman-i-Tarraqi-i-Urdu, was long ago conslituted. The work of
this scction has been carried on in a most irregular manner, and the
spasmordic efforts made by this Conference to promote the interests of
Urdu are the least praiseworthy part of its annual proceelings. Urdu,
popularly known as Hindustani, is the lingua franca of the Indian
Musalmans—indeed of all classes of Indians in the greater part of
Indin—and a most notable item of our cducational programme is the
literary and scientific development of this language. We have done
very Ditle in the way of discharging this obligation; and unless we
bestir ourselves to do our duty in this matter we shall be confronted
with far more serious difliculties than those which Mohamedans
have already encountered in Bihar and in these Provinces.” As com-
pared with the other Indian languages, Urdu bas so many obvious
advantazes ou its side that even with a moderate aid from this Con-
ference, given in a nicthodical manner on sound lines; it will overcome
all the obstacles in the way of its further development. Yor a time we
must discourage and reduce the output of Urdu poetry and induce our
young men to enrich Urdu prose by translations from the Eaglish lan-
guage wenerally on scientific subjects connected with modern research
work; and to achieve this end, we must eompile a complete Urdu Dic-
tionary of scientific terms covering all the modern sciences, these terms
beinz  either translations. or  adaptations of the terms which
are in frequent use in English and in the other scientific languazes
of Europe., A small committec of experts should be appointed fuar
the pu:pose, and they can utilise the material which, I understand,
has alrcady been collected and partly arranged by some prominent
workers in the Literary. Section, and can . also invoke the aid of
capable young men who may be moved by a patriotic impulse to

undertake the work as a labour of love. In this matter we must

take o leaf out of the hook of our energétic Hindu fricals in these
Provinces who have already compiled a dictionary of the kind I am

Our Literary
Section.
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speaking of in the Hindj language, and whose active and persistent

" propaganda in aid of the cause’ of Hindi affords a- valuable - objects

lésson to our community. I ‘commend the whole sabject to .the
‘'special consideration of the chief promoters of our Literary Section.

Need of improved Gentlemen, of the many pressing needs. to which you must

erganisation,

‘attead without delay the most urgent is that you must improve and

. strengthen your organisation. At present we have a Central Stand-
- ing Committee of the Conference on which all the provinces are repra

.sented and on -which is throywm the whole work of arousing interest in
the :apnual sessions of the} Conference, of keeping its machinery in
- proper ‘order, and of taking wh.t little action it can on the resolutions
adopted at each session. No wonder that this work is not at all

" -satisfactorily done, and that we meetand disperse each year without,
- showing any very practical results in the way of influencing materially

the course of Mohamedan education. In these days no great move-
ment can succeed without being backed up by a strong and extensive
organisation which will fucus and utilise the interests and energics
-of a large body of men, -and .this Conference must strengthen its
influence upon that basis. In each province we must have a permanent
‘educational Committee, to be called the Provincial Standing Committee,
- which should be in direct and constant touch with the Central Stand-
ing Committee at Aligarh, and under whe auspices a Provineial Con.
ference should be held each year for the consideration af all import-
-ant. educational questions affecting the Mohamedans of that
particular province. Under each Provincial Committee there should
.be District Committees in'all the important mofassil towns with

- Mohamedans of position and: local influence as their members, and

-these should work in co-operation with, and under the direction of, the
Provincial Committes, The whole country would thus be covered
~with a net-work of Mauslim Educational Committees, through whom
it would be easy for this Conference to make its influence feit over 3
very wide area; and with su¢h an arganisatian we should alsa be able

~to secure a continuity of practical work throughout the year without

which it is difficult to achieve any very definite results in the field of
education. At present we simply content ourselves with holding each
;year the Annual Bession of the Conference in a large town and with
passing a certain number of resolutions at each Session. No com-
.munity ever prospered by merely recording high-sounding resolutions
-on paper ; and the time has now come when this Conference should
-show less activily in passing resolutions and greater resolution ta put
them into practice, '

PN

Our favonrable At the present time we have exceptioral opportunities of mak-

©opportunities. jno our efforts in this direction fruitful. A general awakening has conie

.eyer the Indian Musalmans; 2 nd if we assign to education the farcraost
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lace in our nativoal programme and concentrate our energies upon
it, there is for us ample reason to be sanguine as regards our future
in this country. My own view is that, as compared with Muslim
communiries in other parts of the world, we in India are most favour-
ably situated both as regards the great facilities we have for initiat-
ing and carrying out to a saccesstul' coaclusion a sound system of
national education and also for the purpose of acquiring the capacity
of evolving, by a judicious application of that system to the broader
aspects of civic life, a type of culture. more in harmony with the
world movements of the futurc. ‘In: the first place, we have the
singularly good fortune to live under an enlightened system of
Government, conducted by a most practical and progressive people
from the West, who have guaranteed to us perfect freedom of
thought and speech and action; who have placed within our reach
the best means of acquiring the priceless treasures of knowledge
through oneof the richest languages of modern age ; whose methods of
administration contain for us the most instructive object lessons of
self-knowledge, self-reverence and self-control ; who are carrying out
in practice some of the best precepis of your own religious teachers;
and who are showing us by example how  immeasurably superior is
the active philanthropy of a Western community over the dreamy
spiritualism of an Eastern race. Tu have been placed under the con-
trol and guidance of such a cultured nation is all for your good ; and
for my own part, L can see in it the hand of Providence working to
p great end. In the second place, we have the inestimable advantage
of being in intimate toych, in all the chief concerns of individual and
“gorporate Jife, with a most intellcctual and resoyrceful pecple. in the
East, who have behind them a proud record -of a warvellous old-
world civilization, and whose future is full of great possibilities and
bright hopes  For a Muslim race to have been thrown into contact
with such a people is a most momentous event in history, and I
cannot believe that this is a mere fortuitous concourse of two Eastern
communities and creeds having no definite relation to the future
welt-being of humanity. To my mind, the commingling of the
Saracenic and the Aryan civiiizatioas in India marks the confluence
of two intellectual streams of great potency, and the future fertilizp-
tion of the Eastern mind under the stimulating and refining in-
fluences of Western culture may well be regarded by the Indian
Musalmans as a matter for sincere self-congratulation. What other
Muslim community in the world is placed at the present day in a
- similarly favourable position or can reasonably look forward to the
- prospect of participating in an equal degree in the moral and in-
tellectual emancipation of mankind P

. Inthus assigning to the Musalmans in India a pre-eminent
* position as regards the opportunities which they enjoy for progress I

Yducational
progress in the

Maslim world.



(24 )

-am ‘not unmmdful of the fact whlch is’ most gmtlfvmg to us
all;" that the light of education is gradually spreading in other

pirts | “of the Islamic world, and: that there are.on "all sides signs of:

a genera,l re-awakening among Mohamedans and of a genuine
desire ‘on'their part to improve their condition. It is a hopetul
augury for the future of Islam that in some parts of Asiatic
,Ruasm, and even in the outlying provinces of China Musalmans of
light and leading are feeling the need for advancing the edueation
of their co- rehononlsts, and to attain that object they are opening
schools of their own and taking other similar steps more snit ed to
- their IOCaI requirements. 'l‘ulkey has aheadv made considerable
progress in modern education ; and what is specmlly noteworthy is
that the Turkish women are eager to receive education and to take an
active part in the moral and social evolution of their country. The
Egyptian Mohamedans are also gradually appreciating the value of
higher education of the modern type, and the recent morvement in
favour of re-organising Al Azhar academy on the lines of the
European universtics may prove to be the beginning of &« mo.t use-
ful ‘educational reform. But the event which is of special signifi-
cance from an intellectual point of view is therecent decmon of
His Tmperial Majesty the Sultan of Turkey to establish a University at
the Holy City ot Medina; and if the proposéd University is organised
and conducted on sound educatlonal iines the ceremony of laymo' its
foundation stone which was performed by Sheikh Shawish on New
Year’s day will mark the openn)o' of a notable chapter in the history
of Muslim advaucement. The! bnsqnluhtles of a well-equipped Dur- .l
Ulum at Medina are indeed great, and under efficient managenient it
may develop into a potent instrument for the spread of enlwhlvnel
ideas among backward Muslim communities in all purts of the
world. Itis also an auspicions coincidence that an English states-
man and man of letters of the position of Mr. Bryce has recently
sugaested the -desirability of. establishing at Cairo a Schonl of
Islamic Studies, .and it is a matter of great satisfaction to find
that this proposal has been received with enthusiasm by European
scholars both.in England and on the Continent. If the suggestion
of Mr. Bryee were carried out and a school established at Cairo
~on lines similar to those on which the British School at Athens is
constituted, it would prove a useful training ground alike for
the scholar and for the statesman of the ‘VVeaL as through a
c.oser study of the Islamic languages and literature they would
gain a deeper insight into the workmo of the Muslim mind and
of Muslim instifutic ons, which are at presc,nt almost a sealed book
to them. The bonds of intellectual sympathy would then be drawn
cleser between the West. and thie East to the zreat advanlage

of both, and despite the sceptical forebodings of the En"hsh poet the

twain might one day meet,.
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Gentlemen, to the Indian Mohamedans Agra, where we
are nssembled to-day, is an enchanted name round which cluster
some of the best traditions of Muslim progress and culture; and it
is in the fitness of things that you should draw your inspiration from
the historic scenes and sights that surround you. The very ground
on which you are treading must recall to your minds the stiring
memories of & heroie age, when your co-religionists bore with admir-ble
fortitude the heat and burden of the day, and with patient labour,
unflinching resolution and indomitable courage developed the arts of
war and peaco and maintained for a long time ahigh standard of
civic life, At a time when the tide of Mughal supremacy was almost
at its lowest ebh, the constructive genius of Akbar the Great
brought the seattered elements toget.héi', evolved order out of chaons,
and devised and perfected n system of administration which has been
the wonder of Indian statesmen down to the present day, Under his
mperial care the arts and sciences flourished to a degree hitherto
unknown to Mohamedan India, and it was his master hand that laid
the foundation of that fusion of the Indian races which in this
distracted land, still rent asunder by inter-communal strife and
relizious antagonism, must ever be the ambition of the highest
statesmanship to accomplish, A little later came to the Mughal
throne S8hah Jehan the Magnificent, who gave India a long spell
of peace~peace that hath its victories no less than war-who patronized
piety and learning and exalted merit above ancient lineage and
riches; who made art the study of princes and placed before the people
the hest specimens of aesthetio culture ; wbho immortalisel the most
abiding phase of hnman affection by building the Taj,—that perfect
embodiment of faith, hope, love and heanty of which not India only
but all the world is proud. That inimitable monument, with its
magnificient dome poised in the clear, crisp air of a winter morning
and its tall minarets shining in the rays of the risen sun, holds aloft
before vou, if only you would reflect for a moment, the highast ideals
of purity and refinement, of devotion and self-sacrifice, which are,
and must always be, tho aim and object of all truo education,

From Sikandra on one side and from the Taj on the other the
two areat Muchal Emperors are watehing your proceedings and your
work with sympathy; they are with you in epirit; and it is for you to
shaw hv the manner in which you would discharge your great trust
how far you are worthy of their benelictions.

Concluelon,



