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Gt:NTLEMK~, 

In the ChristmRS week of Um:t,: this day nineteen years ago, J 
h"rl the honour ta pre--ide at the ninth St·s~ion of this Conference, 
which wa.:t h~!i.l iu th~ Strachey Hall ~r the ~I. A. 0. College, Aligarh. 
I rcmemher ns if it were but yesterd<\Y that on that. occasion there 
wern gathPred together around mt' some of the best representatiVe$ o£ 
l\lu8lim cuHure-nmon~st others, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, the great; 
fonncler of the Ali~~arh College; his distinguished son, Mr. Syed. 
lfahmoorl ; that polished courtier · and able administrator· of Hydet;­
nlJ<\tl, Nawab llnh~in·ul·llulk, on whose shoulder~ fell afterwards the 
mantle of tha immortal Syed ; that profound scholar, enlightenecl 
theologian and imprcs)livP. orator, ~lau1ana Nazir Ahmed; and that 
\·cr!'atile 1ind voluminous writer of D~lhi, Maul vi Zakaullah. One after 
n.nothel' they have all Jla"~e(l away, )Cl\Ving behind· them a record of 
work which will en:r be cht•rished hy the Indian Musalmans as their 
most precious inheritance. Th~y were the pioneers of the modern 
et.lucatiomll movement in llohamedao India, and to occupy the pre· 
si(ltmtial chair in au a.··~s~rnbly conhining such illustrious men was a 
di~tinction of which any one mi~ht well have felt proud. After 
nineteen yt);us, tho united voice of i the community has called- me 
ag;\ia to that high offict", and in ohcd.ience to your flattering summons 
I nm hrre before yon to-day. The work that devolves upon the 
rrcsiJent nf this Conference is as difficult as it is respon9iblo; 
antl I grcat.ly appreciate the honour you h"ve done me in selecting 
mo for ih perfurmanc~ . . I very much. wi"h that you bad entrusted 
'thi~ t.'\sk to more cap:lble hands; but M you have hllnoured me with 
your ronfidt•nce, I "lull do my very best to rleserve the honour; and 
I am snrt! tlnt in lhe work th·\t lie3 ~fore me I C<.\n count upon yoo.r 
"holc-hcartetl C;J-OllCf.\tion t\n(l sup1~rt. . _ 

PreliminM'J' 
remarks .. 
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The .A.ligarh 
College. 

Looking back upon the ~riod .which hM elapsed since I last 
presided over your. deliberations, I notice with feelings of sincere 
gratification that1 much progress has been made by liohamedans in 
education, and that almost ever,where they have overcome th .. ir old 
prejudice against Western methods of instruction and have begun to 
~how considerable educational en,terprise. The period has been, on the 
whole, one of steady advance from the position they formt>rly occupieci, 
and they have developed a degr~e of self-consciousn,..ss and a l'len!!ie 
of solidarity which are essential to :uu~lim regeneration. If at times 
they have, in some parts of the ~ountry, made mistakPs in their con­
ception of _education and in carrying it into execution'ror have chafed 
under the"wholesome restraints impo~ed by llrudence ancl foresight, they 
have tried afterwards to rectify those mistakes and have appreciatPd 
and pursued.~saner policy. The,Aligarh College, which embodi<·s the 
educational ideals 'of its great 'founder and which may be ca.ll~d our 
most improved experimental farm in the field of education, has had 
a chequered history. At one time it seemed as if it would 
become the storm-centre of the .mutual jealou!!iies of the olde1· g"ner­
ation and of the immoderate deVlands of its youthful population, hut 
wiser counsels prt:vailed at last .md more than one crisi!'l passt>d away. 
Our College at Aligarh is, and must ever remain, the ccnb·al national 
·institution of the Indian Mttsalmans, anrl in view of its great tradi­
.tions and of the immense influence which it has alwavs exe1·cised over 
alt the most active ti.lovements which have arisf:'n in ~ur community, 
its general condition furnishes perhaps the best index of our moml 
and' ·intellectual progress throughout the country. The po\fer of 
'Aligarh is great, but its responsibilities are greater; and I would, 
therefore, rflmind its governing body and its students that tlwy 
will be guilty of betraying a great trust if they depart 
·from the policy and the principles laid down by Sir Ryed Abmell 
Khan for the guidance of both. .A.ligarh was intended to turn out 
·the best type of educated 1\Iohamedan-a young man who would 
possess great intellectual ability and high chat·actPr, and 

·would combine the pleasing courte~y and polished manners of the East 
··with the ennohling 'self-respect and stur,ly independence of the 
·West-a thoughtful Indian who woulfl conrluct himself in private an(l 
·public life with dignity, self-restraint and an ever-present Sl'nse of 

· respomdbility, and whose ambition would be to become a useful 
· mem?er of society and a loyal .and helpful ·citizen .of the British 
· Emptre. These were the ideals placed before the Indmn 1\Imalmans 
·by the great Sir Sved ; anrl thei,• realisation must e\rer be the aim 
and object, not m~rely of the Aligarh College, but of all :Muslim : 
educational institutions. It is a hopeful sign of the times that in 
eJuca.tional matters the policy laid down by Sir Syed still hold!'! the 

·field; and although at times the still small voice of the enlightened 
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conscirnce of the community may be unheard in the din of warring 
inteJ•t•sts, I earne!ltly trust that it will ultimately be listened to ~vith 
due respect, and that the fcrward movement of the College will 
reccin·~ fresh impe us from the loyal co~operation of the more 
thoughtful section of the younger generation. . 

Gentlemen, one of the most pleasing results of the. spre.ad 
of the Align.rh movement in India was the organised effort recently 
mn.dH hy our community to colltJct funds for the establishment of a 
~lnslim UniYersity at Ali~arh. · ThJ. wave of enthu~iasm which 
passtt<l onr all classes of 1\Iusalmans :throughout the length and 
l.mmclth of the Janel nnd the striking ~uccess achieved. by- the 
pl'omot.er~ of the University idea. under the brilli.mt leader!lhip of·His 
Ili~hness the Agha Khan art> significant proof of the great awakening 
which lm~ taken place among our people; and this is mainly due to 
the gmdm'l infiltr.ttion of liberal ideas first promulgated at Aligarh. 
These ideas, and the principles underlying them, must be diligently 
sp1·ra<l among )[us.."l.lmans ~nd applied to~the new order of things whi.ch 
is co min~ into existence ; and you may then be su1·e that in the domain 
of t.'llucation, n~ nlso in other fields of activity, our community. will 
come to occupy n position worthy of its trru:litions and of its numerical 
strength in the country. " .. ith you education is the supreme need of 
the hour, for rementber that upon the extent to which. yo~u." com. 
munity will be educah·d on modern lines will depend your pa·ogress, 
relatively to the othc1· communitie5~, in all the more important .. walks 
of life. A d:srt>gard of this truth~ will ~ssuredly end:mger your 
})osition in this country. 

The ~[uslim University que~tion has. been discussed for' the 
-pnst thrl'e ye:.u·s in many of it~ hearings in nll parts of the cou·ntry; 
and having regard to the fact that it is under the cf,nsideration of 
CPrtnin rt'prcsentntive Committees duly empowered to deal \vith lt, I 
do H••t fpel called npon to say anythin~ l:'pecial about it on the pre~ent 
occ·•sion. I may, howeH•r, b~ permitted to rem1uk that,' after. having 
shown unusually keen intert-•st in it the community seems to hav'e 
r~'lapsctl into something like indifference towards it. I know that 
this i!-1 chiefly clue to the fact that mom~ntous events of a inost'serious 
character have h:\ppencJ in tho ~Iuslim wor~d which ha.ve engro!-lsed 
the attention of the lndia.n ~Iohamedans and have placed 'their 
scanty rPsources under a se-rcrc strM.n But no'v that'the'clou(l~ 
ha,ve rollPtl 1\Way and we are in sight of clearer skies~ I earnestly. 
hesPech you to turn your attention once more to the Uni-rersity 
q lll~t inn which h~\S become for US a question of SOVereign itn~ 
port:~ nee. Aml in this connection• may I venture upon a W<?rd of 
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ad;vic~ r'. f't is essential to the right solution of this; question th1\t 
your leading· . nien should bring t.o· bear upon it th .... i•· hest 
qrtitlities of head and heart, and· it is equall.v nel:essa.ry that· the rank 
and rile of the Cbmmunity should follow theit·lead in this matter with 
co:a:fi.ding loyalty. I very much douht whPthPr om· leader~ fully . 
realise the nature and extent of the. responsibilities which rest upon 
their shoulders ; tfiey have launched upon an experiment of enormous 
difficulty with probable consequences of a far-reaching cha•·ac1er; 
and at times it ~eerns as if they were driving thA chariot of the Sun 
with hands unequal to the task. This is borne out. b.v the discussions 
which have taken place· over the University que.;;tion both in the 
::Uuslim press and at the meetings of the Committ ... es that are chargPd 
with its detailed consideration, and thoughtful men have often 
shaken their heads over the .resnlts thus far achieved. The grave 
defect in the general attitude of the l\Iohamedan:; towards this 
questio~ is that almost every one who has subscribed, or even pro .. 
mised to .subscribe,. to the University fund~ claims the right to give 
his opinion as' to the constitution of the proposed University and the 
future management of its affairs withoLtt stopping to considet• wheth<~r 
he has the nece;.;sary ca-pacity to form a right opinion about 1 hcse 
matters .. People who do not know even the rudiments of the ednca.~ 
tiona] problem in India have rushed into print and have expresse(l 
opinions on the :Muslim University scheme which have staggered men 
who have receive.d. University education themselves and who tht>rel'ore 
realise, to some extent, the co!llplicated nature of the gr«·at issues 
involTecl in the situation. I would earnestly advise the community 
to leave the considt>1·ation and (kcision of the whole Universi1y question 
in the hands of educational expcrts-mPn fully qua1ifietl by £!ducation 
and expt>rience to speak on this question with authority-rtncl I wonlcl 
iru plore tho!'e expel'ts to do their work with thor,JU.~hne-.s, Ctlllra~e ami 
discruninatiort. The whole quf'stion bril'tles with diflicult.ic·s; they must 

·be realised·and faced, and fair-seeming g-enerr1lisations or hasty conc1u­
·sions must he avoided. My own heliPf, foundPd upon a hrief ~'Xpedence 
of tho actual working of a Univt>rsity, is that ou•· real difficulties wilt 
begin after the Charter bas· he«>n gmntt>d aml the ~luslim University 
has cume into eXi!'teuce ; ·and my· ftoar is that very few of the 
-promoters of the sclwme are •~iving- themselves the neco-.:~ary training 
to cope with the task that lil'; befo!'€' them. The p1'at'tical traini11g- in 
educational work which the 'f•·w-tees of the .Aligad1 College are 
rece1ving under pre:o.ent conditions is not the kind of trainin!:;' rP­
quired for'tht~ gon~rning bodies of the proposed Unn'erl'ity, which, 
li"e the Syndicates and Senates of the existing Indian UniVPrsitil·s, 
will be in indepell(h•ut chiuge of the whole work of hi!.!·hc•· edu­
cation connect• d with tlm Yarious faculth·s of 'Vestern and Orienllil 
learning. Our University will•ue un examiniug as well as a tcaclJing 
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hncly, and questions relating to the. laying ~lown of standards; t.he 
~c!Pctio•• of text hu(lk~ fur all tbe -ex..Ulllll<.ttwuR, the appoiutment 
ol E:'\amim·t·s, the con<luct of J~xaminations, · and nll subsidia1'y 
nnttPrs will ha.v•~ to IJe tlmtshed' out a'11cl settlt:!d mostly 
h) mt·n on the spot. 'l'he governing l1ody of !l · College afliliat~d 
to n. Univl'r:-;ity, such a~ the Aliga•·h College, 1s neVl'l' confroutcd 
wit I\ thPse problews; and wlwn · "e remt!miJer- the increashrg 
<lillicultie:s whiel1 the Aligarh aut_lwritiPs have to· fuce as· time 
:,.:otH on, we can fol'ln a Jai11t ide:1 of what is in store for the 
Court nnd Sr"nate uf tlw pt·opO!'Ctl 'lluslirn. · Uni\·ersity. Our edu­
(•at•onist..; mnst, tlH•r·cb•·e train themselves assiduously fot• the new 
\\o. k that th•·y wili be C<dh·d upon to do; anrl if tlrey· fail to 
attain tlw requisite ~iau.lard of efficiency I fear that the University 
w l1 ieh lm1<l LJ, en so much talketl uf will lH'ove a <loubtful boon. 

'rhih~ on this subject I must remind you that your edu­
l'ntional nel'd~ will not he satisfiecl hy one University of yom· 
O\\ll; arHl yon mu~t therefoL·e continue to avail yourselves of the 
f-t('ilit it·s oll'Pre•l h.v the cxisiing U nh·e1·sitics and their affiliated 
Culle~t·s in dilit>r~·nt. part.s of th ~ coll.ntr·.v. Iu tlwse Colh•ges )·our 
Cilll\lllllllit~· is mo<;t inadequately rt•pr~·~entetl, and you must exert 
yom· utu''''t to incr,•n,,c your numhet·s · thNe. It is a fatal llllS· 

i .kt• t,., t •ink tha: tlw ea'ucntilln imparie.l in these Colleges is uot 
:-.rut('ll to thP retptir·t-mH·nts of the :\Johanwdan~, ancl that t.hey 
lllll"t f rm an e luc1.thmtl t>ncla\·c, as it \VPrt>, of theil· own. 'l'he 
pnpn~•·tl .Hnslim U nin•rsity' rs a :~pecial mea-ure of limit.ld· ::tp• 
plienti•m, :ud in fae~~ of existing faets yon will be unable for<\ 
],,a·~ tim • tn t-x:tt•nl it~ .i•••·i .. tlictioll ore•· a. YCl',V wide nre..'t But 
1'\'<'1\ if t hi~ \H'I't! ft•:l·>ibl••. I woulcl seriously q nc,;tio" it.~ dc,irabilil~y, 
a-. it !'"··m-; h m·· lhat. in odN to hkc the••· full ~hare iu the 
or:.rallie erolutio'l of m:J.Icr.r Iu-li •· the ~·ounger !!Cne•·a.t ions of 
:\l11 ~al •••:ms mttst k""P i11 c!osP tOJwu-wita th·,sc of the other J..adinO' 
l'tltnllltlllitit''l, nn1l tint. ohjt·ct is ln•:-:;t. nchien~J in the mixed Schooi~ 
md Colleg-•'s of th•• c·mntry. In n p.•pm· which I reatl before 
thi-. Cnnft·t·•••we in l'·:W:J 011 the "E.lucarion of the ~[u!'alrmms 
in the l'unj.t:l," S(h.'aking g-en,·r,dl,r of tile un:lesirabilih· of mnlti­
pi,nn:; spJ.:ial educational institutions for the 1.l~hamedans, 

'' .\ !'till mwe f •t·C'·h~.' nr~ttm:•nt. n!!ain:::t !':nch r.t~h t"xperiments is furnished 
"·' th.• impr.,;•l'iPt.>. in.{,•e l I nuy !':1y the d:H g't'l\ of UntH"ce~;; .. rily multiplyinq" 
dH< i 1 :rim·i.,a.;; in thi• t';IUittr~·- Till' mo ll'l'n tt>n.leney of :;.etting up honi'lehnl•i 
!'!' •I->. "• t 1 ~pl''\\::. iu tltl' ,:h·q'l' nf tl.•n•'lllinnti.,n:ll :wh•1·1l>:, 1,:; not. without its e10il 
''"''"111'1"' t1 th•.' tli:f,•r_>nt r:H'c'" in the l'nnj·th. Ah·e:tdy the Hindus nud 
}.l,,u '' n' 1 \tl~ st \Ill ;tp.u·& ,,-ith the itup.I.Ssa.bl~ etre;:\m vf antagonistic religioui 

Unde110mi· 
11at.ionnl 

institutions. 
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'-and social opinions running betweem. them, across ·which it is becoming more 
·and more difficult for. t~em every day· to shake hands with even a show of co1·diality. 
Is it then really to . our common advantage that we should laboriously try to 
"add to this distance of feeling by ~tai'ting and l'P.plenishing separate educational 
institutions where the Hindus may learn to become more exclusively Hindu, 
and the Musalmans more rigidly, and it may be, more tanatically, Muslim P 
The Government Schools have created for us a common platform, on which the 
rising hopes of both the communi~ies can meet in familiar school-boy intercourse 
and learn one another's failings and virtues-where the clash ()f intereRtS may 
be softened down by mutual concessions gladly made ; where the Hindu may 
learn the pluck and imperious self1respect of the full-blooded .Mussalman, and 
the Mussalma.n. p1·ofit by the perse;verance and accommodating pliability of the 
meek Hindu. Let us ·not cast thi~:!blessing disdainfully aside, and in the blind 

. race-concei't' of the hour set up denominational colleges witliJ_the main object of 
empha-1ising congenital differences between the two communities, 110 as ul,timately 
to crystalise them into two irreconcileable cr_.eds. If you really feel the need 
fo1• such ~·olleges, by all means have them, but youL· prime duty is, in all 
.oases, to establish as definitely as possible this element of need. In suoh cases 
sentiment must always count for a negligible quantity, nor is it desirable to have 
a College as a mere Ol'Ilamen.tal appendage to a. school or a.s au enjoyable 
luxury." · 

These remarks hold good'; to a great extent, even at this day ; 
and it is my firm conYiction that one most pt·actical way of fitting 
Mohamedan youths for the great struggh., that lies before them in 
India is to let thPm rub shoulders with the more active and pushfn1 

. young men of the other communities in mixed seminaries, so that 
their mental hol'izon should wider1 in early life and they shc>Uld gain 
a deeper insight into the ideas, tastes and feelings of those with whom 
they will have to compete in later years. 

To increase the number of :M:ohamedan pupils in these un .. 
. den?minational institutions, the hest plan is to institute a sound ~'ystem 
of scholnrships in each Province, for experience l'hows that poverty is 
a serious impediment in the way of a large percentage of 1\fohHme­

. dan students who are desirous of prosecutiug tlu,ir ~tlldies up to a 

. University deg•·ee, and that whereve•· special scholarships are p•·oviflecl 
for suC'h students their numbers inct·ease in a short time. In the 
Punjah the institution of what are called the "JubileP- Schola•·ships" 
in 1~87 by the local Government did much to advance colleg·ia.te 
.education among ~[uhammaclans, and I bf'lieve that in other Provinces 
also similar measure~ have p1·aved eminently successful. Among our 
people the demand fo1· highm· education is eve•·ywhere on the increase, 
and you cannot always stal't yoUJ· own Colleges to met•t this demand. 
·B<:>sides, you mu8t rememher t.hat it is of the~ first importltnce to give 
a sound etlucation to our young men; and you must therefore nttach 
greater value to the gualit!J of tho education imparted by a C<~ll(•ge 
than to the numbe1· of its passes at the UnivPrsity Examinations. 'l,his 
is exactly the principle on which the Aligarh College is founded; aud 



( 7 ') 

it would he n. grieYons mistn lm to dep~rt from this wholesome prin­
ciple. By givin~ unsound education t•' your youths in an indiicient 
institution you poison the very sp1·ings of national thought, and from a 
moral and intellectual point of view ·the result is disastrous. It is 
therefore far more useful to give scholarships to deserving ::\Iohamedan 
student~ to f•nahle them to receive good education in well-conducted 
nwl properly equippPd Government College~ than to eshblish, in a 

· thoughtlPss mood allClupon insecure foun•lations, your own Colleg•·s. 
where "ith Hn t--normous expenditure of money an:l labour you \Vould 
only produce an infel'ior breed of ~1'<\duates unfit to hold their own 
in the race of life ag;tin~t the culturt!d rnen of the other Indian com· 
munitics. 

I must incidenta1ly ohserYe here that the economic side of the 
cclucntional quPstion demands you a· special attention; and it is an 
in .. trudive commentary on your methods of work that, as a rule, the 
expenditure per scholar in .M uslirn institutions is lat•ger than in Hindu 
Schools and CoJleges or a similar type. For a pooa· community like 
ours this is a n·ry serious matter; and I would earnestly advise our 
cllucatiouists to study clnsPly the conditions prevailing in such in· 
stitutions as tho }'ergusson College at Poona and the D. A.-V. 
Colle~e at Lahore. The noble examples of self-sacrifice and of devo­
tion to duty sPt by tllP Hindu Professors in those College" a•·e also 
wdl worthy of imitation by :\Iohamedan teachers and profe . .;;sors in 
our Is lamia ins tit utiuns. 

ParJon thi~ rli!:;res~ion. In my ju·lgm~nt the e;;hblishment of 
n national systf·m of ~cholarship~ is tbe urgent need of thr;, day am1ngst 
u~, and I rnrn('stly appeal to you all to give your Tery be~t thouJht. 
to the nnttcr On a small sc~tl~ the -l njllmrzn-i-T'fl.r,qqi-i-'rn'lim of 
Amrit!'nr ancl !'orne nf the blamia. Anjumans in several other town11 
han~ donP ~on•l work in thi~ direction, hut the m'ldus operandi is 
sonH'\\ hflt ill-conceived ancl ill-adapterl tn moiern condition"~, and 
on•· etlucationistlil wnuM rlo verv ~reat sPrvice to :\foh~medan 
education hy h~·in~ down in thi~ cm{nccHon a well thought out ~cheme. 
Such a scheme ~hf)ul1l incln•le the pf'rhlic·d awarcl of scholMships to 
our promisin~ youn~ mPn to enahle them t() carry on thPir sturlie"' in 
forei~n countries~ morf' •·~pf'cially in technic'l.l sul1jccts; anrl the 
~e•wral condition~ laid down for the award of such schola•·ships shonld 
he similar to tho . .;,(' that have yielded such splf'n<li•l rcsulh in llomhay 
an:l in Caleutt..:J, where the Tnta. Scholarships Committee aml the 
Sncidy for the A<lnmct·ment of Sci,•utific Knowle·I~P, rt>spectively, 
han~ hr:'n ~i,·in~ scholar .. hip"~ to desPnin~ Indhns to enable them to 
rrn~ecute th .. ir hi:;her studies in foreign lands. 
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Gentleme:.n, the neffi of imparting fechnical educ·ltion to 
~IohamPd>t.n h·>y:o; i~ hecomin~-1hot·e and more urgent· evet·y dity, ani 
in view of thfdocal comUtions'. ohtairiing iu. som~ ·province~, J think 

·.that this -kind of edueati,)n"' will make satisfactory pNgress ·in Otlr 
· cimmiimity if:' li'Ufficient. ·attention be givt>n to it. Th~ inclustt·ial 

development <>f.India haq tmh•t.-ed on a ne\v phast> ; a•1d .it is a great 
· mist:1ke to think that \Ve 1\Iohiuneclans sboi.tU c mfine onr a1tcntion, 
· fm~ tluqm·sent, to literar..,Y education, and .. that after perfeotiu~ it we 
c,,n._tul'n_'tq technicaJ·education. It is obvio11s that such a!l ar~ument 

'dot>s nnt hoid good·inre~pect .(Jf.cstt'ldie~ C;)nllectaJ whh .th•' 'leJ.•"IH~'l 
:pr?~e~s_io?-~~ st~c~ ~s L_"w, ~Ied~·cine ~~~~~ ]~ngine:~dn~; ·an{~ it ~s eq1t;~~l.v 
obvtou,.~o my mmd that the efinca.bon of ~II)h'tme 1?\.ns m m:lustt'l\'S 
and lu\iHlicrafts, and generally in Commet·cial sllbj3cts,' m nst pr,>c ... ed 
side hv-sicle with their literarv education. So fat·; :we ha.ve h~~~n ve•·v 

· :remis; ·. in--str«:>ngthenin~- · o~u·- \-veaith-proJucin~ pO\Vi~··, as a coi1;~ 
munitv, and the r£~sult is that our Pconomic couliition is l'adic:l.ll v un. 
snuncl: · This Is emphalically an indu~trial a~e, and I wonld :-.tr.\rt~ly 
advise our youug.n1en n'ho r1•ad itl .:\.rt.s Cpllcge:o~ to give mor~ att •ntioa 
to the ~tudy ·of physical sciQilice~ and cconr,mics. than 10 m.Hlern 
lu.uguages an,fphilosophy. -I+ Tht! sci,!ntist is more in evidence n .. w-

-a.-days-in ust>fnl l'i.'Sf'<k'ch workthan thr~ lingnist o1• the philosoplv·-r,; 
· arid at the present tirne the lttdian .Mus·tlm!tns s_t.a nfl les..; -in nH~.l 
'of the 'polished writ~~r of philo-.oph:c p<~et•·.v drt'.-.:'lming his golden 
<heains in the dim light of his cloistPr th:tn of the scientific m t.u \d1•1se 
min: I is well stocked with fa-cts . he:-u-ing on the nmtc>rial r•·osrH·rity 
of Ids JWOple and whnse practical Pdneation enables hiru to grapple 

; more succc~sfully with the ha1;d Tea1ities of life. 
.. : . ., . ~ 

Indian Govern-· Ge~11lemen, the Go~e1·nment of India have rt>Cently hid down 
ment's cduca- - 1 1 · 
tiona! policy. . an extel)Sive pro~rnmni•' Of e.tue:ltiOU;tl expansion, 1111d th(• ) 0.\:t-

~ nH-!ditn!il m.us~ he prep Lre l to ta.ke fuil a lnt·,t-t3a of the. fae1litie,.; tlms 
nffot·ded· f<;>r thH spre:d .. of ·'e lue .ti.m n n )ltg the u'pp .. r ehs.;es 

:and .the masses of r he conntrv'. 'l'he Gilvt'rnment of In ii:t r"':-:oluti:lll, 
-dated tlu~ 21st Febt·u:t•·y l!HS, ~k,~tche:l thl~ bro:t'l outlines of the 
})olicy which the Depa•·hnerlt of EJnci1tion inte:•<ls t11 pursue in the 
matter of pt·omoting b>tll clement:-try a~Hi higher t'UllC:tti•HI, ancl that 

.resolution marks a. mo-;t _imporla.at st-tg~ in the e\hcation:a.l de,"el-
·opment of thio countr,\'. Soon ;after, uu. the 3rJ of April 1013, tire 
. GO\-··rmnPnt d l1tdia. :1-rtdres.:.i·J a eircttht· letter to all the L~H·.:tl 
Govermiu~nts a::<l Ad.ninisti:,,tion~ on the· suhject of )lohamc::hn 
rduc:\tiqn, calling atteuti:_>:l to th~ u···s t.ti-.fa,ctory conditinn of that 
'e:luc-~tio.n, PXc~pt in the plin.l·try !'ti~e. · in all t1 11~ pt·O\·ince~, ltnll 
'iu,~itiitg su.~gP.stioJlS ·and r.·c 1111-IH'n l.ttious as to th~ best mean3-~>f 
impt·oving it. In thu.t 'letter. tile Go\--tu·nm•·nt of Iridia expt~essed 
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thPir anxiou~ desire t.hat nll reasonn.ble facilities should be pro· 
vidcd for tlu~ eJuc \ttl)n of .U·•hamaJa.ns and indicated generally the 
llin•ction in which enquiry an·l special action will, in their opinion, 
he useful. 'l'he Govcmment of India. letter is still, I understl\nd, 
under the consideration of most of the Local Go'Vernments, and the 
latter hav~ a"lkerl fo•· the opinion11 of the Isla.mia Anjumans and 
the le'\ding Mohame.lan ~entlemen in their respecti'Ve provinct>s on 
the points raised in the letter in question and generally on the subject 
of nd vancin~ 1\[olu\medan education. I earnl'stly hope that the 
Tarious Anjumans ad,Jressed by the Local Governments will consider 
the whole suhject thoroughly in all its bearings, with special referE:.nce 
to their local requirements, an 1 will submit practical and useful 
suggestions fnr improving the education of l!usalmans in all stages 
of instruction, more especially in the secondary and 
collegiate stages, in which our community is most in· 
adrqu·,tely represented. We are all deeply grateful to the Gov· 
ee·nmt>nt. of India for the special interest it has taken in liohamedan 
education, antl on behalf of the Indian 1\Ius:,lmans I may express 
the hope th"t the Local Governments throughout the country may 
s<>e their way to adopt special measurt'S to encourage and promote 
the education of their ~Iohl\merlan subjects in accordance with the 
pol icy outlined in the Government of India. letter of the 3rd 
February last. The whole community is awaiting with deep an .. 
xicty the result of the mome'ltous step taken by the Supreme 
Government in this matter ; for the liohamedans have now come 
to recognise thl:\t in modem t-ducation alone lies tht-ir salvation, 
'lllll they fee\ that their educational devel•,pment will be assured 
if their own effortll to impr~Jve their education ar~" supplemented 
by practical sympathy an'l encom·agPment fl'Om Government. They 
know tl1at at this moment there is at the head of the Indian 
Government a hroa(l-rninrlerl statesman who i!!l p .. epared to weigh 
sympatheticnlly the 111pccial claim-s of backward communities to 
cnnsi<lcNte treatment. in tho best interests uf the general progress 
of the country ; and tht>y are determined, on their own part, to du 
all that lies iu their power to help themselves. 

A most gratifying in~ta~ce of self-help on the part of our Jslamia College 
co-rt>ligionists 1\n<i nf sympathettc enc?tll'a~ement hy a Loc•ll Govern· at. Peshawltd"o 
ment in the matter of our eclncahon 1s afforded by the recent 
f'st,,hli~'ltlwnt of 1\n Ishmia. Collt>ge at Pe ... hawar. We are all deeply 
gratchtl to Sir George lt.oos·Keppel for the great interest which he 
bn.s taken 1'rom the very beginning in th~ Ish.mia. College scheme, and 
we thankfully acknowledge that the remarkable success which 
lmi ntt "n lt',l the cttorts of the Pesh:\War ~Iu"'t\lm·\ns in this matter is 
dllt! mainly to his generous symp~'tlly and support. This College bids 
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fair to become a .. grf;tt. ID0l'~1 f~)l·ce in ~he Nor~4 w('~t J!r~l).~i.er 
. "Province, and among the l\Iot;Jamedans1 ,of that PNvmce the na.~ne of 
. Sir George Roos-Keppel will ,g~ down to. po~t~rity as one .of tl~~ir 
gr~atest benefactors. After ~ visit to t.b,e new P~.shawar Gollege a 

; most prominent lfohame?~~ :gentle map w1~9te . to :. me about it .the 
other day in these ap.premf,t.tiV~ terms. :-, 

\. ·t' i ·! •· · •. 

· . ~ • "It is desigried·on.· a riio~flt'berMl seal{-', a:nd' h~ving ·regard' to 
fts fOIDaP,liC and ]irveJy l'itucl:ti,Qn'<u_'i?-d~r· the 'vei·y e)~es of ,thti, trihPS 
,th9 hn.v~ for centuries bulked so 'largely in Ihdia's history, ·it. 'is'. im~ 
possiblEi·tO realise its :gr·e~t. capabilities . 1n sprt~adit1g the "light of 

· mo~ern civilization amqng n pe~ple. who p.ave hit.herto lu:en. foui:irl ·i·j­
. tt~ctabl~. t<> m'.ei·e i>h"ysical 'fo1·ce. ' : rt looks as if'that Ci1Hege· '-till' :~o~ve 
·the f1~ontier "problein at last'-'"what~:so many milita1·y e'ipeditions 
have nefore this fall'ed 't'o· do." ' ·. · . ·· : · .. · '· 
.. ··: l ': ~ ,(, • I :,\ j I' ; ... . 

' :. I S 'J, 

'·, These tare signi:fimtnt words; I).THi tllf•y-will give Sir _GeorgP R(')os~ 
.-K~ppeTsonu~· idea. of how very much his, kindly help 'to" a .. hackwl'1i'cl 
. COmrrtin\rty in'· time Of need p.as· bPell' 'a}Jpreciat('d' hy itR thoughtful 
. nieri.} 1 .M:!"Y I·express a hopfi ·that~ the oth~t· Local GovernmPnt~ will 
·also, in the same generous &pirit as has been shown by the Governnwnt 
of th'e Frontier Province, help·tlu:r Moh~med&'ns to ·help themselves· -in 

. promoting their education?. i· · · · · · . · . · · · · · · · · • - · • 
·, -s ' ,•, .. ·f i ; , I 

,· :" ! )l ' . . • ' ~ 

Interchange of· In !connection with the Government of In,Ua letter,· I:woulcl 
views on -advise this conferenc(~ . to affo1·d a re 1souable .OJ5portunity . to the 

Government 1 ,. .:~• · · h letter, . en.u.mg ·representatives· of .. the.different pruvmces f0r.a:n interc ange 
of·· views on the· general suggestions·· made ·in tha.t letter as to the 
best mea.1s of·advancing education among . .l\IbhameAans.,.. 'fhe. con· 
ditions which p1·eva 1 · in· one province ··aJ1t' necess~wil~, ·somewhat 
different f1•om those :that exist, in an0th(w·:; and therefore the .. meHsures 
that will have to be adopted· fot· ·the imp,rovement . of ·iviohamedan 
education in the different "(H'u'vinces will · not be identical. · ·nut 
having regard to the genel•ally homogeneous character of the l\Iuslim 
populations in diffP.I'ent .parts of India, their respective Pduca.thnal 

~·needs_ will be· .founll to present many shuila.t· features, and-this Ses,.ion 
· of• the' Conference shc)uld afford. -a .valuable occasion to ow· eclu(·a .. 
' tiob.i.\1 ··men to compare notes :,with' onB 'another. and t.o arrive, as .far 
:as possible, at, a common basis. for ·futur-e action, Special at.ten. 
·. tion should ·b~· paid .to ihe mattr.r of sec(mdary and collPgiate 
':education,· for; as pointed out uy the Government of Indi<~ in tlwit• 
'letter, it is in this· 1·espect. that w~ lag .far ·behind the o·ther coin• 
· munities-.: ; · • . · 

. '··· .. ' I .. ': 

···' 
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. Gentlemen thPrc .is an nmazing clisprC?portion between the 
fnundfltionsnnd the super:structure uf your educational edifice, at}'~ t~is 
gt·nYc dercct must l>c removed. at all costs. Primary education 1n 

. yow· community, thou~h not Vet·y. satisfactory, is .fairly good in 
some provint:t·s ; secondary education cm;nparcs. very . unf~~'?urn:bly 
with it evc•·ywla·rc; lmt when we come t.q highet· educatwn our 
deficiencies are most striking. In A1·ts Coll~ges _and also in iiistitu.­
tious whc,·c special brnnclws of higher eilucation nre dealt with, the 
n umher of :\Iohamt.,dan scholars d \Vinf~lcs into iusignift~nce, a_nd the 
re~ult i"' n lamrnt thle dearth of qnalitiett men who can adequnti:>ly 
n·prrsPnt. nn<l sa.t'PguarJ the int~t·ests of the· cqmmt~ninty in the 
superiot· gntth~~t of tho public servict::s, in th~ learn~d professio~R aud 
in other indPpendent w,dk~ of lif~.: .:Sttch striking developments ~re 
now takin~ place on . eve1·y side. ju-,, !this country_ and, .t}l~ .. pnce . at 
which. ·th.~ otht:r leadin~ communi tiPs ,nl'e .pressi.ng Jor~ard is so .. rapid 
that if yon ch not redouble your efforts t.,; promote .. so1:1n.•l .t>dl,lcat}Oil 
amnng- your co·t·elig-ionists all alon~ .. the. line~ , mpJ;e: ~sp._eciil:.UY 
U uh·ersity eJuc:1.tion, both litPra.ry nnd technical, ·you wiU,.§!Q.Q1J. Ale 
~conl'r.mte<l with n. most rlifficult af.ld. compliratecl. situ:;ttiol1~·::/¥ou 
must try to retrieve your past errors. a nil .to t·evise and .. iinpr.ovf:' ,your 
methods of ·work f"r, the future. If thPrr. is. one. r~me•Jy, mp.re 
dlica.cious tim a nnotlwr for· the ills from which yonr .. community . is 
IHtiTcrin~, it is ... ducat ion ; auJ in yom· anxiety .to .. strengthen, ,your 
position in Indi:t you·m:•st not commit. the fatal error. of friLtet:ing 
away your Pnergies in otlwr directio!ls and .in more seduci.ivo. spheres 
of work without first laying ll firm foundation for. you~ .intellcc~ual 
seH-impmvement. In pi'Op'lrtiou as· yoll ad,·anco ·in ;education.. of 
tho ri:,:ht type, with ""pecial reference tr> your, peculiar ll.el'ds, .. you 

·.will beconw mm·e nnLl mon~ able to takt' .your prop<•r '"ha;re lmd 
cXPrcisc your «lne mmsure of iufluence in lhe .imprQve£1 public ltfe 
of thP cuuntr.v; nncl. you can the:t clainl'thnt nttention·of Govt'l·nmt>nt 
anu that. respect of the otb.;-r IndiRn races to .which, in the interest of 
the common weal, you must always Aspire. . ,' .. , 

·"'.!' . ~!le ,e;)ucational r.r,)blcm with wliich WE( I!ldian f\.1~9-amed:ms 
.n.r~· .~onfrnntcd h:1s two ~td<'s:-and t~cse I. l,l)ay :re.rhi:tps no,t inappro· 
J)fHl1('1Y term the. tt'chrn~al sule an~ the ltber,tl s1de ... 'rhe technical 
sid€' •if our ~~ucational pt·ohh•rn ~1as .refercnc(' m~i{lly to, ou'r rel ... tive 
}H)Sitil>l11 RS COillpat'('() with thoo~h~r.~OT~:ln~_Ullt~ie_s! ln .rCSpf'Ct of the 
numht'l' of, :\Ioh:ltnetbu sch,fars tr~ the varl,_)us stitg'f'l'l of instriiCtion 
in Scho )h f\t:~cl Coll··~~--4 o[ nrll kir~ds,:.~bc ~r~p9rtior:t _or' :\Io~amerlan1 
whn h:~\·c tHken U~nn·r~!t~· ~e~reef, ,the,rr nm~lwr. i~ .~he lcarnoo 
Jlr~lk'".'ons, nn~l tl~etr })O,.,ttou l!l. th.e p~1.hltc .s~rnco1 of .t1lC country. 
In tlu~ .C·HIJlt'ctiOll, w~·. h:n:~~ _to ... s~udy ~he . C·luses or . our 
COJU});\rallve backwardness 11l Jlf~lary secondary and higher 
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education, and have to devise means for removing the. existing 
disparity in this respect. between the other leading communitiei; 
and our .own. The liberal . side of our educational problem is 
concerned with quite different kinds of phenomena which exhibit 
th.~rnsel ve~, in clo,e affi. 1ity. with the higher and more refined aspects 
of individu'l.l and nation:.tl life,. in an invigoratiug atmosphere of 
clllture and enligltten nant · in which alone cttn flourish the most 
frtutful via·tuea of civilized m:1n,. I shdl ex::plain my meaning by a 
Jtimple illustt·ation. 

In your expet·ience of the concrete results of· modern ed n ca­
tion most of. you must have come across two types of educated men 
in this country: · One is that of a young man who has applit>d him­
self assiduously to his text-books; who by passing successive 
examinations has risen laboriously from '"he lowest rung of the ed u­
cationalladder to the highest; and who, after a brilliant ac~tdemic 
career, has carried off a great many of the prizes open to mPn 
of his.time. In the student world he has the reputation of being a 
walking encyclopaedia of knowledge, and his Colh•ge fellows look up 
to him with net·vous respect a.~ a man of. great erudition. But scratch 
him and you will find a barba·rian, without a vestige of rPal culture in 
him, and he is none the less a barbarian because he ca,rl'ie~ a moun­
tainous load of books on his hack. As Sadi says : ~ d I& JY. J.~ .>~ 
The othet· type is that of. the student who, in going th•·ough his School 
and his College curriculum; hRS paid more attention to the spirit of the 
bo,)ks he has a·ead th1m to their verbal frame-work ; who hHs not 
distinguished him~elf in the examination-hall or won laurel~ at the 
·University Convot:ation, · but who has assimilated the knowlt>dge 
placed at his disposal by his teachet•s ; who hM tried to apply it to 
the actua.lf~\cts of life; who h~ts acquirt>d a wid~r and m01·e p••~tctical 
outlook upon the wnrl<l and hM thu; become a tl'llly cuHured member 
of f'OCiety. Hii inner self is in perfect ~rm my with his enlightened 
exterior, and he is a moral fol'ce of no mean potency in his own 
social circle. 

What is true of individ11.als is also true of communities, and 
among the latter you will find the same types of temper~tment ·and 
behl\viout• which I have described above. Now, although the present 
Jileeds of the country are such that we must continue to pay att{:}ntton 
to the technical side of out• educational problem, or, in other word~, 
mnst try to produce from amonO' us as many "educatPd barbarians " 

0 • • 
as we can, we must not lose si~ht of wh,tt I have called the hbera.l 
side of th~tt problem, that is to say, we muit en,Je::Lvour to undet·stand 
an I assimilat~ and ex::hihit in out· daily actions the most enclnring 
principleri of modern civic lifo S(} as to become in course of time a 
COrnmunity of {;Ultut•ed and enlightened men. 
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. : .. ~ ~ Tflb 'march, or"eveilts . in India..! has . h···ouglit tis. to a stage ~of 
PYC?!:!'I'_t>s~ at whi~!i it• shoul~ he'''ir~p,>s~ihle ·roi•an.ynrie but. ~he most 
[n~otPtl ~Iullah n•'t t•• recog111se the 'Urgent· t:J.eed of an ol'ga·msed and 
!ntstaint-:d sclwme . for· promoting· sound edu·catJOn among O!lr 
women. In I he 'Vest \voma:n lia~ been playing; for a· lOng time past, 
n hy nu means unimportant part in the heal1~y evolution of national 
life, aud of rcet~nt years l'ign-1 are not·wantin~. in· the East, and 
es1wcially in.ou•· own countt·y;' to show that.the' weaker sex 'i~. inward .. 
lv fe:·lin~ its stl·cn..:th and seriously mean~ to step out of its accus­
t~med seclus:on.to take n.n honuura.hle, .aml' inc•·e~sing intcr~st in the 
lnore ptactica:I couce·rn!( of the outside wlirld. It ·-is· im:pos~ible now 
.to stem the tide which i!'l flowing iu th.is direction everi if ;orne· of ·you, 
with a SU[Il'eii'H~ COntempt for the llCt~d's of the times, were' to' think of 
·£l.,in~ ·so, and j'ou woul~l be' well :advi:-;ed so· to reg:ulal.e' it H·s to be 
nhle to divel't it iuto pt·oper channel~. 'fhe enormt'm.s iilfluence of 
Wlllllitfl on the e~~Wlll ia1Jy h Uffi:lll "side of the character or manJdnd 
must bc'oln·i~m11 tothe mo.st snp.e•;~~i.al.'obsPr'':er; and_ ou·~ fit·~~ duty 
at the pn·scnt monu:'nt IS to refil\~ and __ pur•_fy that mflue:llce m our 
·country and to bring it to ht-<~1' upon the totality-of oilr indiyidual 
nn.tl corpot·atl" life in ordf't to make it p10re fruitful in re~ation to the 
greafmovcmenls of the world. . · . . . · ' ·" 

From the time when the :first stirrings of .new Hfe f:enrl a 
thrill of joy tluou~li an expect~nt fnmily · circle to the supremely 
c,·itical tnom,•ut wlu~n the Jas~ ray o~P.or>e is extinguishrdand the dark 
tshadows of dt>ath close in Uf'O~t an.. ~IJ:!;Lciated fi~ure, the per~onaHty 
of woman stands out as I>Ping in close vihl touch with some of the 
most powe1·ful spring~ of human thou~ht and action; and so her part 
in l-ihnpiug the d .. stiny of man has been recoghist:'d in the mo~ern ag_e 
l\)1 nne of g-re~1t mob-re power. You will nll n-·mcmber the pre~nant 
sa~· in~ that the hllnd tln.t rocks the Crttdle rult:'S the world; and J may 
ntl•l thllt the delicate fingers that in \he sick chamber close·, with an 
inexpn·ss1bly alTcctiona.te touch, the ey•·s nf theexpiring man have 
e\·cr heen lntsy in unr<Welling the bugled skein of his priT"ate affairs 
which fill a hrg11 part of the sp:~n of life. The formation of 
useful habits in early life; thl• st.itfcuing of the moral fibre in the 
chiltl; the den•lnpmt>nt of the social !il,Ympathies Rnd antipathies of 
the youth; tho succ~l'sful working of !hat most delicate and difficult 
of all hnman rchti11nships call('d ml\~ringe; the cre..'1.tion of an atmos• 
plwre of domestic ha.rmony and concord, of affection and contentment 
lu. whic•l thtl b~st prin,te ,·irtue~ n.lf;t\ys lhriTe-all these depend,. in a 
.la.~e m.-asure, upon the extent to which woman is trained and .p~r· 
mith·u to do her .own proper share of work in society. 

• • . '·1. 

~o !i\cheme 'lf national erlncat:sm will he C<,mplete nmong the In· 
dian :•.loha.:n~>tlans which docs not make ample provision fur t:.w. eduC~t. • 
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tlo:n pf ""omen on J;D,Ode1.·n ~iqe~rwith ~.pecial rPfer~nce t? the '(1f'Culiat 
needs qf a progn$~ife Islamic <'Ptnmunity. '!'his qoes n~t by a.ty· mr..an~:? 
imply the wholesale ad,c)p.tion of-the me~hods of in,struction anrl of the 
s.tand!'+rds of ~qlture whi~b h,~ve CO,J;IIe to. b~ associ~te1l 'o/ith . V\;T e~ter~ 
{!iy~liz~tto:n; we in ~he East ~v~ o.q.r pwn di~t~nctive haflition!'l ari.d 
predcm1inant t~naenpies pf ~hpugh:t, ~nq we mm~t eyol v~ a new type 
pf cqltur~ a!'! the l'esult pf. a wh9l~SOqJ.e. combination c~f the A,.-;iatic 
an!! Europea~ systems. o~ tn~j~wg. One thing is_, however, clf>aJ·, an"d 
tha~ is that the purely Eastf'rn,.I)J.ode~ of education would be as st~.le: 
insipi.cl 'an,4 qnpl"ofi.t~ble in th,e case of our ,vome.n" S\~ they have 
proved ~P be in the case qf our me:p,, and the. community must ma.ke 
up its mind once and for all to allow its girls to be instructed in the 
elements of knowh·dge a.ccor~ing to the more scientific methods of 
the mod~rn age, The time has long since gone by 'yhen even our 
leading men favoured the ide~ of concentrating all our energies 
~po.n pedecting the education of boys before takiug up the 
question o~ educating 9ur gids ;.,:we have advancPd far beyond th~ 
stage at which such a view .. 9ould be held nr.d acted upon without 

· endang~ring our national position in India. ln these day!~~ t!1e 
educ~tion of girls must procee~ pari passu with that of hoys, and I 
am certain that a disre~ard of·' this principle will result in serious 
difficulties and greatly handicap us in the race of life. · 

'fhere is urgent need of emphasising this princip!e in our 
national system of education, aud the public mind nust be tm~ned to 
recognise its importance. Unfo.rtunately the Indian lfusalman has 
still very primitive ideas on this subject; and this was made painfully 
clear only recently in the Punjab in thP course of ~ cont1·oversy 
which was wagt;d there over a proposal to int1·oduce the t ... a.cbing of 
~nglish into the curriculum of a new Girls' School which has been 
started by the Anjuman-i-Hilna~at-i-Islam of Lahore. The question 
aroused a heated discussion both' within the Auj uman and outside it ; 
and I fe~t genuinely distressed at the enormom~ a,mount of turgid nQ~­
sense that was retail ... d in the vernacular press by writ~r~ who posed ~s 
Well-informed critics, hut who seemed to have the m·udest COnCPption 
Of Whllt education really mean~ for the· sexes and' W~lat the special 
r~quirements of .. the ~fohamedans are in the India of t~e pr.est'nt 
~ay.. . . 

~' _J~I • f 

Our backwE L- The question of the ed~cation of women upon improved 
ness. modern lines has been seriously taken in ha~d by the· other 

In,dian communities, and even in the more ba,ckward province~ 
they can already show fairly .satisfactory results. In the Punjab, 
f<_?r example, the small community of t.he Sikhs is far a· bead 
of.Mohamedans in givmg education to woruen, and the Hindus who 
-eome next to· .the Sikhs in thiS matter are greatly our superiors. 
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During the quinquennium ending' with the official year 1911-1'2, 
f. e number of lfoha.mcdan girls baa increased by9~65 per cent in 
the pl'imary stage of education and by 1·45 per cent. in the secondary 
F-tJ1ge; wherea.q among Hind\18 (iuclud~g Sikhs) the increas.e during 
the sarrio period ha~ been 17 ancl 6•40 per cent. resp~ctivPly. 1 

In the North·"·est }.,rontier ProYinctt, according to the Report· 
on Public Instruction for 191~~ 13, ft>male education among 
~lohameda.ns is actually on the decline, among the causes assigned for 
thi" r .. trogrt>ssion being the pm·da system and the L1ck of qualified 
teachrrs. In that proYince the number ·of liohamPdan girls in the 
Primary Dep:utmt>nt is 2·8 pt>r cent. of th~ number of Mohamedan 
f<"nml"s in population, there being no .:\Iohamedan girls in seconda1·y 
Schools; while amon; Hindus the numher is 29·5 per cent. in the 
prim•try sb.ge and 7·! per cent. in the secondary stage of instruction. 
In these Province"! the number of liohameda.n girls under instruc­
tion in public' school~ has df'creased by about 10 per cent. between 
1UOG-t17 and 19ll-12, while the number of Hindu girls has increased. 
by nearly 50 per cent. during the same· period. 

'fhe comparati're superiority of the other communities oTer vou 
in the matter ot female education is thus beyond question, and the1e 
is fre~h eYidence on all side~ of their firm resolYe to redouble their 
efforts in this direction. You must follow suit; and you UJUst 
remt>mber that in this matte;.·, as iu most other questions, tht>re is no 
standing still; you must either pre~s forward or lag behind. lf omau 
is de~tiued to play an important part in the East as ~he is already 
doing in the 'Vest; and we lndian ~Iusalmans must rise to a. 
conception of her true Yocation in life before it is too late. 

4.7 

In this connection, I am sure I am voicing the g-enuine Actin sympathy 
feelings of you all when I say that we owe a clef>p deht of gratitud•~ of H. H thll 

to ller IIigb.ness the Begum of Bhopal for tho keen perl'onn.l intere~t Begum of Bhopal. 
which she has been taking in thP. education of her sex anrl for the . 
munificent donations which she has made from timP. to time in aid of 
that c'luse. I trust that her noble example will be follow·ed by the 
other ltuling Chiefs in this country. I mul't alsfl take this oppor· 
tunity to exprt"SS our warmest thanks to :llauh·i S.' cd Kar:unat 
Ilu~in, who amom; ~Iiddle Class ~Iohamcdan~~. is, I believe, the fi•·st 
!:entlt·man who ha~ set ap:ut a large fund for the endowment of 
fem~le education in his own p'"'O¥ince, and who has thn~~. taken the 
Jrad in a m~\tter which is one of ex.c•'ptional importance to our com· 
munity nnd to the country at hrge. The Fem~lc Erluc:ttion Section 
of this Conf~rence would •lo w("ll to C.'lrt>full¥ sotndv ":llaul¥i :Karamat 
llunin·s eJuc.,tional methods aud to act u~n thein, for I am afraid 
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·. tlie :work of this section :fteeils 'to he o'verhl}uled and ih1p~·oved and ,the 
results so far achieved by our· Gi:r~ls' School at Aligarh are far from 

·satisfactory. · · ·' 

,Moha!Dedan : : · Another. question which has a most practi~al bearino> ~n the 
F,ddcatwna~ en-: educational progi1t>SS of our Cl)mmunity is that· of the a 1m1~stration 

owmen · . of Mohamedan ·educational :endowmeuts. I think that it. is .a gTave 
. · reproach ·to this Coaference"that during the 27 yP-ars of its existfmce 

it h~s left wholly untouchedr· <this que~tion, which is one . of the 
, utmost importance~ and upon the ri~ht solution of which dep<>nd~, 
to a great extent, our educational , salvation in some parts. of the 

·country.. In .connection with the spread of secondary and highm· 
, education among Mohamedans, the question of ways and means has 
always been a troublesome oue with our workers ; and many u. note 

R.:lc'NJt action 
h,r Egyptian 

Go\·e•·nment 

of pttssimism has been struck on momentous oeca.,.ions h,v· our leading 
. men owing to the slow response to their appeals for funds given by 
. the rank and file of the community. Anu yet how many of us have 
thought of devoting a littl.e of our tim~ and attention to the qm~~-tion 
of utilizing for our pre!Sstng JH•eds the existing educational endow­
ments which we owe to the munificence of g~"ne,.ations of pious 

: ltlusalmn.ns in· va.rious parts of India, but of which the persistent 
mal-adrninistr<\tion is a positive disgt·ace to our communtt,v. 'rluee 

·years ago when an organis(~d effort was made throughout. tlte country 
··to collect funds in aid of the Muslim U ni vet-.~ity sehemP, a h•ading 
Anglo~Indi'an paper pointerlly called the at.tenti11n of the 1\fohamHclan 
l~>aders to thP. vast annual incomes . which the charitable· and educa­
tional endowments cre<tt··<l by 1\IolutmtJd:.tns in. India wel'e yielcLng, 
and which, if. properly administered and appliecl to their Jeg-Jtimate 
purposes, were amply safficitmt for fin·mcing more than one l\fn~">lim 
University. hit not a. grave reflect.ion upon your common-sense 
that a. .uon~Muslim wr·iter :,honld have plac··d his finger ou ,vo,ur W··ak 
JIOint and li'bOuld have indicatPtl to you the One practical way of 
~olving a d'i~cult prob~rm ? How l,ong will you neglect your plain 
duty and allow large sums of money~ which, ·accordin~ to the intPn• 
tions of the original do~nors, must he spent in promoting the education 
and the mental and moral improvem~·nt of younger genemtions of 
~Jusalma.ns, to be misappropriatt·d by interested usurpers to the utter 
demoralization of every part~ .concerned ? .. 

Only rPcently the Egyptian Government. ha-o~ createcl a new 
~Iinistt·v of ff/akfs .. aml the stPp i~· said to· have been rPceived with 
warm appt•oval hy thP- 'Muslim population in Egypt, as it is felt that 
the contml of the Wakf9 hy the Governrn(mt will ensure rriot·e efficiPnt 
administration. 'fhe 111annet• in which charitable endowments usecl 
to be wlministerPd unclPr the olcl system in that country 1 ed . to a 
·li!':..'.'"-~~.::o~· mi"'Rl~~Iicaticm of the trust fmHis, with the dep lora.bl~ 
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result that many of the institutions for the maintenance of which the 
bcnefnctions WPre originnlly intended languished for wnnt of financial 
support.. An Egyptian writer in a recent issue of the .Vear East drew 
o. nwlancholy picture of the way in which religious endowments 
were misnm.nngcd in his country, and he attributed the decay and 
rlisorgnnisa.tion of the once famous .t1Z tlzhm· University mainly to 
this cause. It is a gratifying sign of the times that the Egyptian 
Goremmcnt has at last turnrd its R.ttention to this momentous subject, 
and is determined, even at the risk of offending the susceptibilities of 
intcl'cstl·d pn.rties, to C.'trry out a much·D.e•·ded reform. I think that 
in our country the time has come for making a move in the same 
din·ction, and we must move with a firm step and a high resolve. We 
mu~t iustitute a searching enquiry into the history and working of 
the ~Iohameda.n educational e11dowments in different parts of the 
country, and must adopt such practical measut·es as would ensnre 
their proper adrninistmtion in accordance with the intentions of the 
original donors and to the real advantage of the classPS which were 
iu temlcd to be henefittPd by those endowments. I woulcJ suggest the 
appointment of a rep1·eseuta.tive Committee by this Conference to 
undertake such nn enqlliry, nnd tho Committee should be asked to 
Jl!n:.:e stsdf in communication with leading Mohamedaas in nll the 
province~, nncl, if necessary, with the Local Governmt'ntR, to enli~t 
their symp:tthy and support in this great cause. The question is so 
important tha.t you must not shrink from your duty for fear of 
nrowsiug opposition ; the thoughtful section of the community will be 
with you if you will only pt>rse\·ere; and by thA U!';e of a little moral 
courage you will achieve results for which the coming generations 
willlmve cause to bless the name of this Conference. 

4.8 

Gentlethen, if I were asked to sum up in one short phrase Chief failing of 
Mobamedans­

the failings of the Inclian ~lus:thnans at the present moment, I Want of 
woulU reply- \Vant of Self-discipline. Self-discipline. 

I nm nware that human activity sprearl'l itself over such a 
;ast snrf:1 ~e mvl Pxprt:'~..,e~ it.;clf in such a \·ariety of concrete forms 
tJnt an\" ~Pfll'l"tllis \tiOil intcnl'"•tl !fJ Ccn·cr jtg innUIDCr:tble mJ.lllfC~t<'\• 
tion~ in' :-~.nr nne pha~e of life wouM often he both mislen.ding and 
untrnr. But at thJ s,vne tim~ we can, I think, discoycr at anv 
puticuhr sh;'~ of the m H'al n.ncl nu~eria.l progress of a community 
snme nf the pre lo:ninant tr:1.its of it~ cluract.•r which manift•st 
th"rn~Pln·~ with more or le..::s persistence in it~ tlwLt::;ht and action, 
nn~l whirh, ior the time bt.'ing-, scrt'e to diffE'rcntiate it from other 
cnmmnniti("'s. It sermq to"" me that. we :\!ohamccbns suffer, in a 
p•'Cnliar dt' .. !Tt't', from a lack of disciplinary self-reslraiut, aml e¥en 
our virtlles flrl) at times maJe to arpcar as serious faults bCC..'lUSe 
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Its illustrations. of this great defect in our nat,J.9nal character. lllustrationR of this 
can be easily furnished from the 1·eligious and secular life of our 
people. An excess of zeal in. the observance of religious ceremonial 
is the most striking characim;istic of the J.Iusalmans, and their piety 
often manifests itself in extravagant forms to the utter disrPgard of 
the spirit underlying their religious precepts. They forget that Islam 
in all its injunctions insists upon a rea::;onable adjustment of the 
religious and the secular duties, discourages asceticism with its 
excessive devotion to the a:ffah·s of the next world, and enforces the 
rule of the goldep. mt-an between two extremes in all human relations. 
Our preachers always administer an over-dose of theological admonition 
to their congn~gations, and the latter are thereby led to be o.ver­
zealous in their performance of the chief practical duties enjo:ned 
by Islam, regardless of the limitations imposed in connection with 
them by the great Law·giver. .Much of ·our. energy thus runs to 
waste; a spirit of indiff<~rence towards some of the chief concerns 
of life is engendered ; and little activity is shown by our people 
in overcoming the difficulties that lie in the path of seGular advance. 
Think for a moment of the way in which ·O~r most useful institution 
of alms-giving ·is a~used. by the genet·ality of the pious :!\Iusalmans. 
Evet·y one of them considers himself free to dole out his cha1•ity as he 
chooses; the objPcts of' charitable relief are . not .carefully selected; no 
method is observed at all in the distribution of such relief; fill advice 
and directions· for the organisativn and s.\'stematic control of Zokat 
are resented; and the· result is an appalling; 'Yaste of substance ancl 
strength which, if the Musalmans only submitted themselves to a 
little judicious discipline, could be utilised to gt·eat national ends. Our 
educational institutions would not then be starved, as is the case now, 
th1·ough want of financial aid, and the problem of ~Iohamedan 
backwardness would be rattly solved. Consider, again, 1he serious 
difficulties which have to be facrd both in India and in Arabia itself, 
became Mohamedahs who are too poor to pay the expenses of a 
pilgrimage to ~:lecca and who are therefore prohibited by Islam from 
undel'taking it, insist on going to the Hejaz in large numbers every 
year, with the result that many of them are either left to perish 
in Arabia or prove a he,tvy burden to their richer fellow-pilgrims. 
The drain on the resources of the Musalmans involved in this 
proceeding which is repeated year after year, is enormous; and it 
could be easily avoided if they were to learn how to strictly regulate 
their exuberant religious fervour according to the very sound rules 
laid down by Islam. 'l'he one great fault in the .i\1u-.lim character is 
.want of sobriety, moderation1 restraint and self-denial, and yet these 
are the qualities to wh1ch Islam assigns a high place in the list of 
human vhtues. A man can b9 as selfish, wasteful, and imm·)derate 
in devotional e:x !rcises as in his ·worldly relations with his fellow .. 
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beings, aud the inculcation of this truth should be the aim of all 
religious education. 

If we turn to the secular side of our life, we find· that 
want of seH-discipline is a grPat impediment in the path of :1\Iuslim 
t>l'ogrcss. The tendency observable in the younger generation towards 
destructive criticism without a corresponding anxiety to show con­
stmctivework is an illustration of this fniling, . and one result of 
this unhappy tendency h1\S been. a weakening of the sens~ of 
responsibility in oua· community which m~ty do a gr~at deal more harm 
than it has already done. Again, .consider the utterly unmethodic tl 
way in which the very large funds collected from the Indian ~lusal­
'mans in aid of va,·iou~;J movements have been administererl in this 
cl)untry, and you will find that you have a great de!'tl to learn from 
other communities as to how you should regulate your patriotic 
acl ion by reference to business maxims in order both to prevent your 
resources being frittered away anrl also to apply your funds to their 
proper objects. This is one wa.y of educating your community to a 
right appreciation of some of the factors which make for moral and 
ma.tcl'ial progrcs~ in India. 

49 

Another department of . human activity in· which we Our Urdu po9 try. 
llolmme1lans suffer hom lack of discipline is our literature, and in 
this connection I ~hall ca.U your ~tt .. ntion to one ·phase of our 
amorous poetry. The belove(l of the Mohameda.n Ur.lu poet of the 
o\1{ sch~>ol, in whom i'i inc..'trnated his highest conception. of human 
1JI'anty, is a frc.1.k of nature with a. mouth little big-ger than the 
gt•ometrical point nnd a waist thinner than a hair. As an example 
of the forml·r, we have the couplet of a Persian poet whose style and 
taste our Ur,lu poets have trieu to imitate and acquire: 

. J '='~ '='~<c.. r\l.S' ~;u =-' ~JJ ~ ... _,zr>.,. ~ ~). c.?J.f 
aml as an instrmce of the latter, I may quote the wellk-nown 

Terse of an U 1·du poet- . · 

~jll....S ~.f _.}a-$ ~0~ ~~ ~il ~~ ~ ~ ~ 
If you think for a moment, you will perceive that in the 

domain of JitPrnture this kind of poetry, illustrating n.s it does the 
1)oet's passion for immoderate exaggeration, is the direct result of 
'Yant of discipline in the poetic faculty; and when it is remembered 
that all our best writers on Prosody assign to ... n •• a high place among 
our rt'cognis~_•d figures of speech which are supposed to lend beauty and 
forcn to our poetry, you will admit that we lack disciplinary training 
not mPrely in the common e¥ery-day affairs of our life, but also in 
rc~tu1l to some of the natural sprin~s of thought which should power• 
fully contribute to our intellectual improvement. 
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Appeals to While on the subject of. our. poetry, I must not omit to 
•entiment. mention 'what ·1 consider' t<> 11e-a somewhat seriou$, defect in the 

proceedings· of most· of our educational bodies, including this Con~ 
f(;}renoe. At our aQ.nual gatherings it is customary to allow poems 
to be read . with a :view generally. to .appeal to the patriotic instinct~ 
of the·· audience, to ~·elllind tl;l,e: pt·esent gen(~ration of !{us;tlmans 
of the depths .of degradation to which, as compared with their 
worthier. "ancestors,. they have.sunk, and to enlist th~ir a~t!ve sympa­
thy and. support in. th.e caus~, of .co.m~un~}. progress. ~o objec~ 
could be nobler than th1s, and. t~~ mot1ves.wlnc~ prq~pt.:~'9:e poetical 
compositions, of our young authors are worthy .. of. all. praise. llut 
inark the practical effect of such pr<;>ee~dfug~. on §ur. methods o~ 
w9rk and on the temperament of the commumty. With an eastern 
people .constant appeals t<? sentiment have an insidi9US way of pro­
ducin~ . resp01isi.ve emuti0ns of a more or less ephemeral character. 
with the result that, for the time being, an imaginative frame of 
~ind is induced. . in. the audience, which by a J:t>petition of the same 
influence . tends to become hardened into second naturE', and all 
initiative for practical actim;i, ;Ju.ivorced. · from th~ feeli1igs, is in 
consequence considerably . weakened. My own experience is that, 
except on occasions of special significance when a strong sense of 
impending danger or of imperious necessity urges them on to 
immediate. action, the. Indian Musalmans are content to limit their 
activities to fervent appeals to. the imagination and in coolel' moments 
generally omit to take stock of· the practicn.l results of those Rppeali.' 
A community with a temperament such as . this has much to learn 
from othPr peoples who are 'btessed with a less emotional· frame of 
mind, and much to unlearn .before it can. successfully compete 
wjth them in this work-:-a-day world of ours. One. thing which 
you must le<trD: is how to do y0ur work; whether educational o•· other,: 
in a business-like manner, .. with cool calculating heads and 
without a hysterical display 'of imaginative fire which not infre­
quently only ends in smoke.. Jf the special circumstances 9r needs 
of' your com'munit.y compel you in some places to have something 
more than a prosaic programme of work, you might perhaps have 
a 1ittlepoetry n_ow.nnd then, but you must make up your minds to 
confine ,its use within the_ narrowest limits ; aud above all you 
must see that it bas direct reference to the work before vou and 
is not allowt:d to usurp the time and attention which can· be more 
usefully devoted to a. worthi!tr, occuptltion. As. is the case with 
Western people, you must coil!luct · yonr educatwnal work every­
where in India . on business lines, keeping ·sentiment wholly in the 
bac.k ground .. Study your ·educational needs most carefully, with 
sp¢cial refcrenc~ to time and place ; collect yo1lr' data industriously 
Emil dr.nw your h• ferenc1•s from· them in a dispassionate spirit ; mark 
the actwns of the other communi pes in~he country, and while adopting. 

("' 



their good point~ eschew · thP. b:td ; induce your peop~ in· backward 
],laces to take full aclv~nta~e of the facilities offm·ed by Guvern• 
tncnt for promoting education ; supplement by private enterprise 
of the right kind, wlwrever necessary, the effot·ts of Government 
in thi~ dirt·ction ; n.nd aho"\·e all, start local organisations in all parts of­
] mli.1\ which, on tlw one hand, should be in close touch with the 
~[ohanwdans of the locn.lity, and on the other shouhl place themselve.r, 
thron~h n l'f'pl•es£'ni<ttive 1,rovincial body, in communication witll 
tlli!i~ Central Conrcreuce. A p•·actical spirit of work will thus permeate 
tlw community, nnd you will be able· to achieve a large measure of 
success in t·tluc Ltional adwmce. 

Tlw W;mt of n. practical spirit in our community is shown by 
ont• trPI\tmcnt of the UriiU language, for the development of which 
a spr·cial !<ection of the Confert•ncc, called the Literary Section or the 
A njuman-i-Tarr11qi-i-Urdu, WM long Rgo constituted. The work of 
thilil se·ction has bt~cn carrit·d on in a most irrf'gular manner, and the 
spa-.mo:lic etYorts made hy this Confe~enceto promote the interests of 
U rtlu nrc t.he l<'a!\t. praiseworthy part of its annual procee~lings. Urdu, 
ymptllarly known as llinllusbni, is the li.ngu.a fm.nca of the Indian 
Mu~almnns-indeed of all classes of Indmns in the greater part of 
Indi~\-anrl a mo"'t not;\hle item of our cducj,tional programme is the 
1itPrnry and scit,nt ififl deYel•lpmt>nt of. this langua~e. "" e have done 
,·ery }title in the way of discharging this obligation; and unless we 
l•cstir oursehcs to dn our duty in this Jl!alter we shall be confronted 
with far more f.crions difficulties than those which Mohamedans 
1m¥P alreadv cnconntf>re•l in Bilmr and in these Provinces.· As com­
pared with the otlwr Indian languages, Urdtl has so many obvious 
arlvnntn~Ps on its siJe that even with !\moderate aid from this Con· 
f ere nee,-gi\·en in a nictho(Hcal ma.nnt>r on sound lines; it will on•rcomc 
all.the obstacle~ in the way of it.s further developmt'nt. }.,or a time we 
must di~coumge and r••,luce th:! output of Urdu poetry and induce ori.r 
young men to enrich Urdu pl'ose hy transh\tion~ from the En~lish lan­
guage g-cm•t·rtlly on scientific ~uhjPcts counectPd with modem rese:uch 
work; an1i to achit•¥e t.his end, we mu--t compile a complPte Urdu Dic­
tion:uy of scientific tPrms covering all the modern li'cienC•"'S, these term·s 
l1cin; eitlwr tran .. lations. or ndaptati'lfiS of the term~ which 
are in Frequent use ill English and in the otl1er scientific langua;::es 
or Enrope. .A ~mall committee of expPrts should bP. nppointe.i f•tr 
tlu~ f'U• pnsP, ann tht>y C..'ln utilise the material which, I undt·r~bnd, 
lu\,q alrcad.r bN•n collPcted and partly armngeil. by some prominent 
workt•rs in the Lilf'r;\ry. Section, ""d _C.'lll. Also invo~ t\J,e aid of 
cap.'\blt• ynung own who may he movro hy a }l.'\triotic impul~ to 
undt•rhke the work ftS 3 bhonr or loTe. In tlliS lll:\ttet we mu~t 
take l\ IPnf nut or tlw h()ok o[ our pnergetic llin;lu. fricn,ls in. thrS'e 
ProYinces who lmYc already compiled & diction.uy of the kind I. am 
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~peakjng of.in.the Hindi language, and whose active and persistent 
l>!'opaganda in aid oft~¢ cau~e' of Hindi · affords a· valuable · ohject• 
:Iesso_n to o~r co~tiJ.umty .. I .commend the whole ~ubject to , th~ 
speCial consideration of the chief promoters of our Literary Section. 

Needofimproveil Gentlemen, .of the many pressing needs to which you. mnst 
~rgauisa.tion. attend without delay the most u.rgent is th~t-t you. must improve and 

.strengthen your organisation. At prese!lt we have ~ Centt·a.l ~tan<l· 
· ing Committee of the Conference on which all the provinces are repre 

· sented and on ·which _is throwu1 the whole work of arousin~ intet·e . .;t in 
the • a:Q.nual se~sions of t4el Confet·enct~, of keepin5 its machinPry in 
proper·order, aud of taking wh.,t little action it candn tbe resolutions 
adopted at each session. No wonder that this work is not at all 

-satisfactorily doneJ and that we meet and disper,;e each y_eat• withou.t 
showing any very practical results in the way of influencing materially 
the course of :Mohamedan education. In these da.ys no grt:>at rniJve­
ment can succeed without. being backecl up by a strong and e:x:tensive 
organisation which will focus and utilise th~ iutet·ests and en .. rgics 

:of a large body of men, ari.d .this Conference must strengthen its 
influence upon that basis: -In e:tch province we must have a permanent 
'educational Committee, to be called the Provincial Shm1ling Committee, 
-which should be in direct and constant touch with th~ Central Stand .. 
ing Committee at Aligarh, and _un1ler wh , ... e au~pices a PrJvincial Cm\ .. 
ference should bd held each year fot• the consideration of all import­
. ant. educational que~tions · affecting the liohamedans of that 
particulat· province. Under .each Provincial Committee there "hould 

. be District Committees in: all the imp01·tant mofassil towns with 
Mohameda.ns of position and: local influence as their lnembea·s, and 

. these should work in co·ope:fa.tion with, and under the direction of, the 
Pro.vincial Committee, The:- whole country would thus he covered, 
with a net-work of Muslim :Edu,cational Committees, through whom 
it would be easy for this Coufe1•ence tQ m~ke its influence felt over &a 
very wide area; and with sueh.an oa·ganisatian we should also be ahle 
. to secure a conth:luity of practical work throughout the year withoqt 
which it is difficult to achie-ve any vet·y definite resu,lts ill the field of 
education. At present we simply content our~elves wtth holdiQ.g each 

1year the Annual Session of the Conference in a large town and with 
passing a certain number of resolutions at eaoh Session. No cmn~ 
. munity eTe:r prospered by mel.'Cly reQording high-soun11ing resolutions 
. on paper; and the time has.now come when this Confet·ence should, 
, show less activity in passi:o,g reaolu,ti9nS ~n<\ greatei~ resolution to pqt 
t.hem into pract.ic~.. · 

Our fnol!~hle . _ At the present time we have exceptional opportunities of ma"k· 
·op~ortuxuties. ing our efforts in this directioq fruitful. A general awakening bas come 

· ;Qye:rtl;\eindian l\Ius~lmans; ~ndifwe ~-;sign .to ~dqca,tion the forcm?~t 

-· . 
,. 
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pl11c~ in o,u. nn.tion3:-l programtJ?.e and concentrate our energies upon 
1t, there is fur US ample reasun to be sanguine as regards our future 
in this country. lly own view is that, as compared with Muslim 
communitit>s iu other ptu·ts of the world, we· in India are most faYour­
ably ~itu&tt>d both as regard~ the great facilities we have for initia.t· 
in"' and carrying out to a Stlccessful· conclusion a sound system ot 
na.t.ional education and also fur the purpose of acquiring the capacity 
of evolving, by a. judiciou~ application of that system to the broader 
a~pects of civic life, a type of culture. more in barmony with the 
world mo\·ements of the futuro. ·In' the first place, we have the 
singuhrly goorl fortune to live under an enlightened system ot 
Government, conducted hy a most practical ancl progressive people 
from the 'Vest, who have guar<~.uteed to us pedect freedJm of 
thought and speech and action; who ha.ve placed within our r'*'-Ch 
the bel'lt means of acquil'ing the priceless treasures of knowledge 
through one of the richest languages of modern age; whose methods ol 
administration contain for us the most instructive object lessons of 
self-knowledge, self-reverence an<l self-control; who at·e carrying out 
in practice some of the best precep1 s Of your own religious teacher~ ; 
a.nd who are showing us by e:x.a.mple· how· immoasurauly superior is 
the active philanthropy of a 'Veetern community over the dreamy 
11piritualism of nn Eastern 1-ace. 'fo have been placed under the con .. 
trol and gqidancc of such a cultured nat.il)n is all for your good ; and 
for my mvn part, I can see in it the hand of Providence working to 
ll ~reat end. In the second place, we have the inestimable advantage 
of being in intimate touch, in all the chief concet-ns of individual and 
corporiite life, with a. most intellectual and rt!sourceful people, in the 
}:ast, who have behind them a. pmud record . of a 1.0arvellous old ... 
world civilization, a.nd whose futu1·e is fqll of grt•at possibilities and 
Lright hopes For a Muslim race to have been thrown into contact 
with such a people is a most momentous event in history, and I 
cannot believe thnt this is a mere fortuitous concourse of two Eastern 
communities and creeds b~ving no; definite. relation to the future 
well-being of humanity. To my mind, the commingling of the 
s.,racenic and the Ary<\n civilizlltiolls in India marks the confluence 
of two intt'llectu:\l streams of great potency, and the future fertiliza­
tion of the Eastern mind un<!er the stimulating and ft>fining in­
flurncrs of l\" estern cqlture may well be regarded by the indian 
Musalmans as a ID:ltter for sincere self-congratulation. 'Vhat other 
}luslim community in the world is placed at the present day in a 
similarly favourable position or ~,n· reasonably look forward to the 
prospect of pn.rticipating in an equal degree in the moral And in• 
tellectual emancipa-tion of mankind ? 

. In thus assigning to the l[usalma.ns in India t\ pre.eminent Educational 
positi~n as reganl~ the opportrmities which they enjoy for progress I J!l'Ogt'i!!!t in th 

Muslim wodd. 
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·am , · t1;ot -11,1:1mi~dful of -the. f~ct, .:w~iqp is· Dl()st gra~iryi~ g to us 
al!, :that -the light· of. educa~10:0. 1~ gt~a.dually spreadmg 1n ·oth.e.r 
p·t~"~~ :'oft~e Islamic wodd, .-and·.that the!'e at·e.on all sides signs o_f-\ 
a ·general· re-awa.kening among Moha!llt~da.ns ,a,nd of a genuine 
d~sire ·:(m· their pat·t t•) ·irop1'6Ve their co.ndition. It. is a hopeful 
a'U.gury for the ·future_ of I~lam that in some p"r.rts of Asiatic 
Russia and' even in the. outlying province§! of Uhina l\{usa.lmans of 
light and leading a.t•e feeling_the :necJ for advancing the ·education 
oftheil· co-relig,onists, and to· n.ttain th·lt object .they' ~r.J opening 
schools of theit· own and tak1n.~ other. similar ~teps more snit ed to 
-th{~ir Jocal requil'ements. 1.'u.rkey h<ts already made considPrahle 
Jirogress in modern educa,tion ; and what is specially noteworthy is 
that the 'L'urkish women are_ er\.ger to receive educa.tion and to take an 
activP. part in the moral and socir\.l evolution of their countr.y. . The 
Egyptian Mohamedans ai·e also gradually appreciating the value of 
higher educatim1 of the modern type, ap.d the recent m'1vement in 
favour of re-organising . . Al A::har academy on the lines of the 
European ilniversti(•S may provEfto .be the ht~ginaiug of !L mo-t u.;e­
ful"educational reform. But the event which is of special signifi­
cance fwm an intellt>ctual point of view is the l'~-"Cent decision of 
His Imperial l.fajesty the Sultan of TurkPY. to <'stahlish a University at 
the Holy City of .Medina.; and if the propost~d Univt•rsity is organised 
and condu_ctt>d on sound educational:i.iueR the ceremony of laying its 
foundation stone which w~s p('rfcn·med by Sheikh Shawi:.;h on New 
Year~s day will mark the openhJg of anotable chapter in the history 
of .Muslim aclvaucement.. 'l'he:possihilities of a well-equipped Dur- .t­
Ulum at 1\fPdina. are indeed gr,~Ht, and under efficient manag1·ment it 
may dP.velop into .a. potent instrument fot· the spt•ea.rl of enlig-hten~l 
ideas among backward l\Iuslim communities in all p .. rts of the 
worJd. It is also an auspicious coinmdence that .an English stales­
man and man of Iett1•rs of the position of Mr. Bt·yce has recently 
SHgges~ed tho ·desirability of e.stablishing at Cairo a Schon! of 
Islamic Studif'~, .a11d it is a matter of great satil'f~tetion to find 
that this propo!-ial has bt>Pn receivNl with entlmsia!'oim hy EuropPan 
scholal's both.in England alld on the Continent.. lf the suggestion 
of l\11-. Bryce Wt!re carri~:·d out. an(l a school establisht•d at Cai~o 

·,on lines similar to those on which the British School at Athens is 
coustitutt>d, it· woulcl prove. a useful tt·ainin~ groi.md alike for 
the scholar and for the statesman of the '\Vest, as tht·uugh a 
c.oscr :study of the Islamic languages and_ literature they would 
gain a dcepet• insight jnto the ''"orking of the .Muslim mind aud 
of .Muslim institutions, which are at present almost a seale1t book 
to them. The boJ1ds of intellectual sympathy would then be drawn 
clcser between the 'Vest. and the Ea.st ·to the ·~rcat ·advantage 
oJ both, and despite the -sceptica;} f~rebodj.ngs of the El).glhh · po~t tlie 
twc.tin might one Jay meet. · 
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Gentlemen, to the Indinn lf ohamedans A~rtt, where we 
~trc ll3.srm bled to-da}', is an enchflnted nnme round which cluster 
!lome of the best traditions of 1\I uslim y)ro!rre~s anrl culture; and it 
is in the fitness of thinga that you l'hould clrnw your insJ,1rnt:on from 
the historic scenes and lliO'hts that surround you. The very gro IDd 
on which you are treadi;~ must recall to your minds the stirring 
memories or a heroic agP, when your co-r'eli('l'ionists bore with admir,·ble 
fortituoe the heat and burden of the day, !:"and with pnJient 1al1our, 
tmflinching resolution nnd inoomitable cour~ge developed the arts of 
1rnr nnd pence and mnintained for a long time a high standllrd of 
civic life, At a timP. when the tide of )f ughal ~upremacy wAs almost 
nt its lowest ebh, the con11otructive. genhu1 of Aklmr tl1e Grrat 
llrong-ht the scn.ttf'red elemenb togeUH!.r, evoh-ed ordPr out of chttns, 
nnd devised tmd perfected a aystem of adminidration which has hPen 
the wonder of Indian statesmen down to the present dny, Under hiS! 
mpPrial care the arb and ~cienoes flourished to a degrf'e hitherto 
unkno"n to Mobnmrda.n India, and it wa!'l his master hand that laid 
the foundAtion of that fusion of the Indian races which in thh1 
distracted land, F;till rrnt asunder by inter-communnl ~trife and 
religious antag-onism, must ever he the ambition of the llighest 
stntflsmnnship to accomplish, A little lntPr came to the llu~hAl 
throne Shnh .Jehan the ~Iagnificent, who ~ave Indi~ a long ~pPll 
of praco-p£lnce thnt hath its victories no 1esg thttn w11r-who pu.tronized 
piety nn1l lenrnin~ and exalted merit above ancient Hnea~e and 
riclw~:; who made art the study of princes and placed hPfot·~ the people 
thf' hr11t ~i~pecimPn!4 of aesthetic culture; who immortaliseJ the mo!!lt 
nhitling: pha~:e of h11m~tn 1:\fl'ection by building tha Ta.j,-that perfect 
f'mhnrlimf'nt of ft\itb, hope, love and bea.nty of which not India only 
hut all the world is proud. That inimitable monument, with its 
magnificiPnt dome poised In the olet\r, crisp l\il' of "' winter mornin~ 
nnc1 lt!' tall minllrets ahinin~ in the rn.yl Of the risen IUD, bold1 , aloft 
h~rore you, if onlv you would reflect for o. momf'lnt, tho higheit 1do:lll 
or purity n.nd reflnemPnt, of devotion nnd Relt•&!\Criflce, which are, 
ftnd mn~t ahnlJ'!I be, tho aim and object of all truo cduc11tion. 

From ~i'k"nclm on one side 11nd from the Taj on the other tha 
t~n r:rf''\t. ''Mn!:!hnl 'EmpPrors nre w:ttchin~ your proceeding• and TC1Ut' 
wnt·k with aympf\th:Y": they nrc with yon in •ririt; Bnd it h for rou to 
~ltnw hv thP ml\nnPT' in which you would dhchnrgt.' your grcllt truat 
l111w f;\r Ton nre worth'f' oF thflir henelictions. • • 


