
Proclamation, by the Queen in Council, to the Princes, 
Chiefs, and People of India (published by the Governor
Gen~ral at Allahabad, November 1st, 1858)., · 
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Drt!lrnttlJ to flotf) ;I>oujStfl of iJarli«ment flp Q!omm«nlJ of ;I>er lt'laitf!tl!, 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and o~ the Colonies and Dependencies thereof in Europe, 

,. Asia, Af~ica, America, and Australasia, Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

Whereas, for divers weighty reasons, We have re~olved, byand with the 
advice and' consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
Parliament assembled; to take upon Ourselves the Government of the TelTi
tories in India, heretofore administered in trust for Us by the Honorable 
East India Company : . . . · 

Now, therefore, We do by these Presents notify and declare that, by the 
advice and consent aforesaid, We l1ave taken upon Ourselves the said Govern
ment; and We hereby call' upon all Our Subjects within the said 'l'erritories to 
be faithfUl, and to bear true Allegiance to Us, Our Heirs, and Successors, and 
to submit themselves to the authority of those whom We may hereafter, from 
time to time, see fit to appoint to administer the Government of Our said 
Territories, in Our name and on Our behalf : 

Aud We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the loyalty, ability, and 
judgment of Our right trusty and well beloved Cousin and Councillor, Charles 
John Viscount Canning, do hereby constitute and appoint him, the said 
Viscount Carining, to be Our first Viceroy and Governor-General in and over 

· Our 'said Territories, and to administer tho Government thereof in Our name, 
and generally to act in Our name and on Our behalf, subject to suqh Orders 
and Regulations 'as he shall, from time to time, receive from Us through one 
of Our Principal Secretaries of State: . 

And We do hereby confirm in their several Offices, Civil and Military, all 
Persons.now employe4 in the Service of the Honol-able East India Company, 
subject to Our future pleasure, and to such Laws and Regulations as may 

, · hereafter be enacted. · 
We hereby .announce to the Native Princes of India that all Treaties and 

Engagements made with ihem by or under the au~hority of the Honorable 
East India Company are by Us accepted; and will be scrupulously maintained ; 
and We look for the like observance ·on their part. 

We desire 110 extension of Our present territorial Possessions; and while 
We will permit no aggression ·upon Our. Dominions or Our Rights, to be 
attempted with impunity, We shall sanction no encroachment on those of 
others: We shall respect the Rights, Dignity, and Honour of Native Princes 
as Our own; and. We d!)sire that they, as well. as Our own Subjects, should 

. enjoy that Prosperity and that social Advancement which can only be secured 
bv internal Peace and good Government. 

• We hold Ourselves bound to the N ativcs of Our Indian Territories by the 
same obligations of Duty which bind Us to all Our other Subjects; and those 
Obligations, by the Blessing of Almighty .God, We shall faithfully and 
conscientiously fnlfil. · 

Fhwly relying Ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and acknowledging 
with gratitude the solace of Religion, We disclaim alike the Right and the 
Desii:e to impose our Convictions. on any of Our Subjects. We declare it to 
be Our Royal Will and Pleasure that none be in any wise ~avored, none 
molested or disqnieted by reason of their Religious Faith or Observances ; 
but that all shall ~like enjoy the equal and impartial protection of the Law : 
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and We do strictly charge and enjoi~ all those w~o may be ~. autho~ty 
under Us, that they abstain from all m~rference ~th the ~lig10us llelief 
or Worship of any of Our Subjects, on pam of Our highest D1~p~easure. 

And it is Our further Will that, so far as may be, Our SubJects, of what-. 
ever Race or Creed, be fre_ely and imparti~ly admitte~ to Offi?es in. <?ur 
Service, the Duties of which they may be qualliied, bytheu education, ability, 
and integrity, duly to discharge. . . . . 

We know, and respect, the feelings of attachment ~th which the Natives 
of India regard the Land;; inheri~d by them from theu ~cesto~s; and We 
desire to· protect them m all R1ghts co~ected thereWith, ~UbJect. to the 
equitable demands of the State; ·and W.e will that g~nerall,Y, m frammg and 
administering the J;,aw, due regard be patd to the anCient R1ghts, ~sages, and 
Customs of India. 
· We deeply lament the ~~s and misery which ha_ve been. brought upon 
India by the acts of ambitious Men, who have dece1ved theu Countrymen, 
by false reports, and led them into · open Rebellion. Our Power has been 
shewn by the Suppression of that Rebellion in the field; We desire to shew 
Our Mercy, by pardoning the Offences of those who have been thus misled, 
but who desire, to return to the path of Duty . 

.Already in one Province, with a view to stop the further effusion of blood, 
ancl to hasten the Pacification of Our Indian Dominions,. Our Viceroy and 
Governor-General has held out the e:x:pectation of Pardon, on certain terms, 
to the great majority of those who, in the late unhappy Disturbances, have 
been guilty of Offences against our Government, and has · declared the 
Punishment which will be inflicted on those whose Crimes place them beyond 
the reach of forgiveness. We approve and confirm the said act of Our 
Viceroy and Governor-General, and do further announce and proclaim as 
follows:-

Our Clemency will be e:x:tended to all Offenders, save and except those who 
have been, or shall be, convicted of having directly taken part in the Murder 
of llritish Subjects. With regard to such, the Demands of Justice forbid the 
exercise of mercy. . 
· To those who have willingly given asylum to Murderers, knowing them to 
be such, or who :may have acted as leaders or instigators iii Revolt, their lives 
alone can be guaranteed; but in apportioning the Penalty due to such 
Pe1'Sons, full consideration will he given to the circumstances under which 
they have been induced to throw off their allegiance; and large indulgence 
will be shewn to those whose Crimes may appear to h!lVe ·originated in too 
credulous acceptance of the false reports circulated by designing Men. . 

To all others· in Arms against the Government, We hereby promise un
conditional Pardon, Amnesty, and Oblivion of aU Offence against Ourselves, 
Our Crown and Dignity, on their return to their homes and peaceful pursuits. 

It is Our Royal Pleas:ure that these Terms of Grace and Amnesty should 
be extended to all those who c9mply with their Conditions befo1•e the First 
Day of January ne:x:t. · 

·When, by the lllessing of Providence, internal Tranquillity shall, be 
restored, it is Our earnest Desire to stinmlate the pea9eful Industry of India, 
to promote Works of Public Utility and Iniprovement, and to administer its . 
Government for the benefit of all Our Subjects resident therein. In their 
¥rosp~rity w;ill be Our Strength ; in their Contentment Our Security; and 
m theu Gratitude Our best Reward. And may the God of all Power grant 
to Us, and to those in authority under Us, Strength to carry out these Our 
Wishes for the good of Our people. 

LONDON: 
l'rlllted by GEOBGB E. Eflll! and WJLLiAII SPO'H'I$WOOI>B, 

Printers to the Queen's most Excellent .MajeJrty. 
For Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 
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THE following gracious Message a4dres,sed by His Majesty the King· 
Emperor to the Princes and Peoples of India has this day been announced by His 
Excellency the Viceroy in Durbar at Jodhpur, and is publi'shed for general infor· 
mation. 

By order, 

H. A. STUART, 

Secretar., to the Government of India. 

, llis Majesty the King-Emperor's Message to the Priz!.ces and 
Peoples of India. · 

1. It is now fifty years since Queen Victoria, my Beloved Mother, and my 
, August Predecessor on the Throne of these Realms, for divers weighty reasons, 

with the advice and consent of Parliament, took upon herself the government 
of the territories theretofore administered by the East India Company. I dt!em 
this a fitting anniversary on which to greet the Princes and Peoples of India, 
in commemoration of the exalted task then solemnly undertaken. Half a 
century is but a brief span in your long annals, yet this half century that ends 
today will stand amid the floods of your historic ages, a far-shining landmark. 
The Proclamation of the direct supremacy of the Crown sealed the unity of 
Indian government and opened a new era. The journey was arduous, and the 
advance may have sometimes seemed slow ; but the incorporation of many 


