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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE SYNDICATE 
TO INSPECT THE COLLEGES~ .AFFILIATED TO .THE 1JNIVER· 
SITY OF BOMBAY. 

• 
The Committee appoint~d by the Synd.icate to inspect the affiliated Colleges 

· · began its visitation of the Colleges in July ·and, . with 
Genetal remarks. · the exception of the Government Law School which 

was inspected in February of the current year, all the Colleges were visited 
before the close of the second Term of 1912. Our experience of the difficulty 
of carrying out this visitation in the course of a. term in which the Colleges to 
be inspected, including those to which most of the members of the Committee 
belong, are under the strain of their heaviest work suggests the advisability of. 
arranging that this inspection should take place during the first Term, and it is 
recommended that when the next inspection is ordered effect may be given to 
this suggestion. · 

Before submitting our report an the individual Colleges visited, we 
venture to present the folluwing observations ·ori ·some of the more general 
questions whic~ arise ~n connection with. suc.h a~. inspec~ion as that in .which we 
have been engaged and also on those pmnts to wh1cb the Commtttee was 
instructed to give special attention. · · . 

We consider that the University of Bombay is to be congratulated on the 
general condition of its affiliated Colleges. 'Ve found all the Colleges housed 
in excellent buildings, some recently enlarged and others in the process of 
enlargement. With hardly an exception there was in each College a decided 
advance also in equipment as regards apparatus and other means of-instruction, 
and everywhere; except in one instance, earnest efforts were being made to. 
prepare for the new conditions arising out of the recent modifications of the 
University courses. · 

lti all the Arts Colleges there was a. marked increase in the number of 
• . f students, an increase which stlemed to . be in excess 

Increase In the number 0 of what might have been expected simply from the 
students. 1 · f d · · h p ·a natura expansiOn o e ucat10n In t e rest ency. 
H appea!ed to be due, in part, to the l~rge number ?f in~ufficientl~ pr~pared 
candidates who were allowed to pass m recent .MatriCulation Exammattons of 
the University. It was admitted in every ~ollege that the ~ropo~tion of· 
~tudents in the first year's class who have been found to be, m th1s sensP, 
unfit was very large, this proportion being, according to the statements of the 
Heads of Colleges, on the average, as large as one-third of the·total number in 
the class. The unpreparedness of these students was said to be especialJy 
marked in respect of their knowledge of English. In sevE-ral Colleges com .. 
plaints were made in regard to carelessness in spelling, handwriting and com· 
position. The general impression which forced itself upon us was that, on the 
very threshold of the University course, most serious defects were to be met 
with requiring an immediate remedy. 

The remedy would appear to lie in a st~cter Matriculation Examination: 
. . \Ve are of opinion that the remodelled Matriculation 

Standard ol EngllBh. Examination would supply a remedy if the standards 
for pa.~sing in each subject, especially in English, were raised as well as the 
total required for passing in the whole examination. Greater altention should 
be paid Lo the teaching of Eog1isb in the High Schools recognised by the 
.University. The system hitherto followed has induced r·eliance on mere memory 
work, while the only system that can be regarded as satisfactory i3 one which 
Phall necessitate wider reading in English and more frequent practice in the 
oral and written use of it. •, • 

There can be no doubt that the teaching of English, ~ipeciaUy in the upper 
'forms of many recognised High Schools, is very i~_perf~ctly performed and 
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that this is due in large measure to the want of properly qualified teachers 
of EnO'lish. The mere possession of a University degree, even a good degree, 
is 'no guarantee that its possessor is qualified to impart efficient instruction in · 
English, . It, is a ·matter for regret tha.t so little has been done to provide for 
the adequate training of secondary teachers. A beginning has been . made in 
this Presidency; but the Presid.ency is st1ll many years behjnd .some other parts 
of India in this resp~ct and can1:1o~ ?e said even yet to have fully realize~ the 
urgency of the problem of the eqmpment of its Secondary Schools witb. a body 
of efficient teachers. · 

We are of opinion that the University should also render help in this 
Reo · • • f H' h Soh 1 . . direction by making its recognition of High 8chools a 

. ogn1tion ° . tg 
00 

Si more serious process than it has been hitb.erto. We , 
would suggest that before any High School is recognised it should be yisited 
by a Comm~ttee appointed by ,the Syndicate, as it is not possible to judge simply. 
from a wr1tten schedule whether the .staff as reported consists of properly 
qualified in.st'ructor~·. Further, we would draw attention to the fact that no 
steps have ever been .taken to give effect. to Rule 15 of the Regulations under 
the head of Registration of. Schools, page 863 of tbe University Calendar,· 
1912-1913. Under this rule an annual report should be called for and, when. 
it. seems necessary, an inspection ordered for the purpose of ensuring that a High 
School continues to ~aintain the standard of equipment required by the 
U~niversity. . . . · · · 

No general.remarks ~pplicable to all the Colleges:can be made with· refer· 
P f rial St ff ence to the professorial staff. · In this respect the 

, . ro es~o "' • Colleges exhibit a great amount of variety in their 
pl'ofessorial equipment. In some of them we found a strong body of men 'with 
special qualifications for their respective positions ; but in otb.ers we observed a 
number of men possessed of a good general eduqation holding the position of , 
Pr9fessor who had n:o special qualifications for the position and were lacking in 
e~perience. They are sucb. as mig~t be regarded rather as men in training 
for . professorial service than as men qualified to occupy. the position of a 
Professor in a College.· In some Colleges the salaries offered are not sufficient 
to attract the right class of men and these Colleges we found to be inadequately 
staffed. In some cases _the financial resources of the College are from this point 
of view most inadequate. . · · 

· · We noticed also a considerable variety in respect of the amount of . work 
performed by the professors. . In many places the tendency to regard thei~ 
.College duties as exhausted by the performance o£ the work set down in the 
time-table was too manifest. 

· Everywhere we were struck by the growth in the size of the first year's 
P . 

01 
. class, the class preparing for the Previous Examination. 

reVto1l8 asses. In most Colleges about one·balf of the entire number 
of the students belong to this class. 'rhese swollen classes present their own 
special problem, for a want of individual attention in the case of these young 
students-the students who need it most-is inevitable under such conditions. 

An improved Matriculation Examination would no doubt help to modify 

S 
•• · f. t d these. conditions by reducing the size of these classes 

upemmon o s n ents- d b • · • th b tt d f Dak.abina Fellows . an nngmg mto em a e er prepare type o 
· student. Still, even under such improved conditions, 

the problem of the care of these junior students will always remain a serious 
problem and it is well to consider what ·steps might be taken to secure a more 
efficient supervision of young men suddenly passing from the exact discipline 

. of the School to the freer life of the College. In some Colleg~s tb~ at.tempt 
has been mada to'plac~ these students in groups under the tutorial gutdance of 
the whole body of the professors; but some additional special agency seems to 
be necessary. The difficulty might, we think, be met and other advantages in 
the matter of the training of a professorial staff might at the same time be 
secured by ·the cre~tion of a number of .assistant; professorships, the men 
selected for these app(i.'intments being drawn principally from the ranks of the 
Dakshina Fellows. The present syst~m of assigning these Fellowships seems to 
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leave much to be desired. ··In some of the smaller Colleges the number of 
Fellows is relatively too great, in some of the larger Colleges it is far too small. 
A readjustment seems to b9 necessary here in order to secure that the Dakshina J 

Feiiows shall in all cases be men of the highest attainments and shall have an. 
oppor.tunity of engaging in tutorial work by which they might be trained for. 
higher educational duties. In some cases the Dakshina Fellow has no duties to 
perform which prepare him in any special way for an educational career, in other· 
casea ample opportunity is given for engaging in the work of teaching. 

It appears to us that it might be desirable to recommend Government to 
G t • 'd to 0 U encourage Colleges to' select approved Dakshina 

ran s·m-~1 9 eges. Fellows for the position of Assistant Professor and 
to offe~ .g~ants to Colleges to aid them in making such appointments.· The 
grants·m-a1d made to Colleges appear from the returns submitted to us 
to be in several cases very inadequate amounting to about one-eighth of the 
total expenditure of the College. There appears to be room, therefore, for 
additional grants of the kind which we recommend. From amongst men thus 
trained by College experience it might be expected that the ranks of the 
Professoriate might in .course of time be re-inforced. At present gra.duates of 
University distinction but without experience are thrust into these positions, 
with the inevitable result that the ideals of the Professoriate are in danO'er of 
.being lowered and the efficiency of the Colleges is impaired. 

0 

The suggestion has been ma.de that some of the evils above referred to 
• f 

1 
· might be avoided by fixing a maximum number for 

~J.Ze ° C asses. · . each class or section o£ a class. This method appears 
to us to pe too mechanical and wherever iti may seem fit to resort to this method 
it ought not to be applied with mechanical rigidity. If the College building 
admits of it and the Professor is equal to the task, there can be no objection to 
lecturing to large classes, ·provided the class is other\viso dealt with, as for 
example by means of tutorial assistance, in manageable sections.· In this way 
the practice of resorting to cramming institutions might be discouraged. 

Another solution that has been suggested is that the Colleges should be 
. . relieved of this overpre$sure through the recognition 

.Recogmtton of selected for the purposes of the first year's course of certain 
Htgh Schools. selected High Schools. This solution would involve 
an entirely new departure and is not without its special difficulties; but in view 
-of the present conditions of College education in this Presidency it is one to 

• which the attention of the University may well be directed, This has been 
suggested only as a temporary expedient; the ultimate solution lies in so raising 
,the standard of admission to the University and consequently the standard of 
·HiO'h School instruction generally that only students capable of entering on 
wb~t is now the second year's course shall gain admission to the University. 

In the course of our visits to the various Colleges we had frequent 
opportunities of ascertaining the views entertained iu 

The new B.A. courses. various educational centres regarding the new courses. 
The opini~n wa~ often ~x:pressed ~hat. the new .pas~ B.A. is too limite~ in its 
scope-an opimon wh10h we are mc~med to thmk 1.s well founded-a;nd m some 
quarters this course appeared to be m danger of bemg tr~ated t~o hghtly. In 
some cases too little . provision was being made for the mstructlon of students 
taking the "pass" courses. 'Ve are of opinion that the work o~ the candidates 
for the "pass, deO"ree should be even more strenuous than 1t was under the 
old system, and thatthere s~ould be no di.minution in the amo~nt of instruction 
in whatever way it may be Imparted. It IS hoped that even 1£ the ~umbe~ of 
lectures should have to be diminished the students will be undel- the 1mmedmte 
direction of their professors for no less a period than for~erly,.and ~ha~ such 
direction of studies outside the lecture hours should Se mcluded wtthm the 
ordinary duties of a professor. Even in the Pass course Colleges shonld 
aelect only such groups as they are able, with the staff they possess, to deal 
with according to this method. . , '• 

The nec'3ssity of a careful selection of subjects in th.e HonQurs course is 
obviously still greater. We found t~at Colleges have 

Honours courses. not con~idered all that is inwlvc<l In these Honours 
' . ' . 
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courses and the demand. w hicb they will make on 'the 'teaobing staff, both ·inside 
and outside the class room. Some Colleges seemed disposed to undertake 
Honours in all subjects~ othe.rs wi~h better judgmen~ were P.roposing to select 
a limifed number of subJects m whtoh they \tere spec1ally eqUtpped. 

~ It appears to us that this is a m~tter which requi~es re&'ulatio~. W ~ .would 
suggest that each College should mform the Synd1cat~ m wh10h subJects it 
proposes to teach !or Honours, and that after the exp1ry of two years the 
Syndicate· sho~l~ de?ide, after pr?per inquiry, whether the staff and equipment 
()f the College JUStify the contmuance of such courses. · Even under this 
regulation there wi!l b~ the danger that du~ng the initial years the standard of 
the Honours Exammations may be lowered if no effort be· made by the College 
to discriminate carefully between men who $hould go in for Honours and men 
who should not. 

. In many Colleges we found that the Honours courses· were adversely 
criticised either· (a) as involving merely a quantitative differencA in particular 
subjects, or (b) as being· so extensive as to render impossible anything but a 
superficial study of the subject prescribed. The former criticism was directed 
against the Honours courses· in English, the latter referred specially to the 
Honours courses in History and Philosophy. 

It was the universal opinion in all the Colleges which we visited that . post• 
, p~_......,-1 te hi ,graduate teaching should be provided by the University. 
: VDUC'-'"'-"nate ao ' ng. we found that provision for such teaching existtld in 
some Colleges only for particular subjects, especially s.cientific subjects; in 
others there was no provision for the teaching of any· post-graduate subject. 
Speaking generally we may say that there is no organised system· of post~ 
graduate teaching in the Oolleges. In the efforts which the University is now 
making to organize M.A. courses it has the support of all the Colleges. 

· ... We found that with respect to Honours Courses the prevailing opinion was 
in favour of a. system of intercollegiate lectures carried on with .the cognizance 
c;>f the Syndicate and under conditions approved by the Syndicate •. 

. With regard to th~ courses in Science the need of a more specific connection 
. · between the course selected for tbe Intermediate 

Sclenee courses. Science Examination and that selected for the B.Sc. 
degree examination was pointed. out. We also received strong representations 
regarding the entire omission of English from the Science courses. · · 1 

. It. seems necessary to emphasise the fact that the new B.Sc. is of a. much 
higher standard than the old-a fact apparently not generally recognised in 
the Colleges. In oar opinion it will be necessary to ensure that the exam ina• 
tions shall in future be rt\gulated strictly by the new standard and not by th_e 
traditions of the old examination • 

. 'Ve found that a considerable diversity of practice prevailed in the matter 
. : . of the internal administration of Colleges. In some 

Internal ~DUD.lSlration. Colleges tbe Co1lege staff as a whole appeared to have 
a greater part in the management of the College tban in others. In our opinion 
no College can be regarded as in a satisfactory condition in respect of its 
internal administration in which each member of the staff does not feel that he 
has a share in. and a responsibility for the working of the entir~ ColJege. 

In the case of a College under a Board of Management the Principal 
should be an" ez officio" member and the staff should be represented 6n the 
Board of Management by one or more of its members. In one College we found 
that the staff was strongly represented on the Board of Management, nearly one~ 
half of the msm'bers ,of the Board of .Management being members of the 
c~~e~~ . . : 

We observed gratifying signs of the ability of students to manage certain 
departments of iheif• College life, and that the success of such management was 
most markeJ when the0students had the sympathetic g!Jigance of some .~ember 
of the College staff. 'It seems most desirable that, if possible, every member of 
_the College ~t~ ~hou1d have some definit~ ~espqnsibility that- would· bring 
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him into touch with the students as a body over and above the contact which 
he has with them in the routine work of his classes. 

While in every College money had been expended year by year on the 

L
'b • purchase of books for the Library, few of the College 
1 ranes. l'b · d t t b ffi ' tl ' d f 1 rartes appeare o us o e su Cien y eqmppe or· 

the purposes of the Honours courses-or for any advanced study. We observed 
that amongst the students there was a neglect of general reading and that the 
Libraries were not arranged so as to encourage such reading. It is desirable 
that every large College should have a full-time librarian. With a full-time 
librarian a much 'freer use of the library would become possible. Students 
should receive encouragement and guidance from their Professors in general 
reading. In most College libraries there was a marked want of current 
scientific literature-a deficiency which makes any serious attempt at research 
work almost impossible. 

In our opinion wherever Government has provided scientific libraries for 
science institutes, these should be made available for all the Colleges doing 
similar work. · 

With a few exceptions the hostel accommodation is everywhere inadequate. 

1 
The hostels which we visited are however on the 

Hoste s. whole extremely good and in most cases very popular. 

In conclusion we consider it necessary to draw attention to a matter in 
. . regard to which considerable diversity of practice 

Stattsbcs. appears to obtain. From the statistics published by 
the University it is absolutely impossible to draw any conclusion in regard to 
the relative efficiency of Colleges, because the Heads of Colleges do not follow 
the same practice in granting permission to students to appear at the various 
examinations. Some Principals allow all who have kept the requisite number 
of terms to appear; others send up more or less carefully selected candidates 
only. In consequence of this .dispari~y of metho~ the percen~age ?f succ.essful 
students is estimated on a varymg basts and no rehable companson IS poss1ble. 

'V e would recom~end that in future the returns should show not only
the number of candidates sent up, but also the number who had completed 
the necessary attendance, and that the percentage of successful candidates 
should be calculated on the basis of the number returned a.s having completed 
the necessary attendance and. not. on the .basi.s of the number of candidates 
permitted to appear at the Umvers1ty Exammatwns. 

D. MACKICHAN . 
. HAROLD H. MANN. 

H. SIERP, S. J. 
IJ. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 

H. J. BHABHA. 
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85,760 2,5(52 100 88,422 57,349 6,063 2,773 19,575 85,7(')0 *12,518 t,I91 2 

• lnclud,ing 1\monnt expended on research work. 
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I. 

ELPHINSTONE COLLEGE.· 

Elphin~tone College, which is the. pref.!lier.Government Arts College in virtue 
of age and size, under ~ha Bombay U:n.tvers~ty, ts esse:q.tially a city college. It has 
al~ the adyanta~es whiCh s.uch a po.s1t10n gtves of being in touch with the world, 
wtth pubhc feehng and · w1th pubhc movements: it has all the disadvantages 
wh~ch aJs? result. from it, in t~~t it.c~n o;nly have a small percentage of its students 
restdent, In that m such a pos1t10n 1t IS dtffioult to create and maintain an academic 
atmosphere, and in that it occupies cramped quarters, which make development 
on the present site beyond a certain stage out of the question . 

. The Co~lege is sit~ated in the Fort, Bombay, in an extremely central position, 
easily accessible by tt'am and by tramway. · It forms really part of the Government 
Secretariat building, although separated from it by a door. It uses all the 
storeys in its section of the building above the ground floor, a large part of the 
latter being reserved for the library of the Law College. In this building are also 
accommodated the classes of the Government Law college after 5·30 p.m. every 
day. The accommodation which it possesses can therefore hardly be considered as 
satisfactory or suitable. The lecture rooms are noisy, being liable to interference 
from each other and to distracting sounds coming from the street. The 
laboratories altogether are poor, except that in Physics, and even for the 
sma11 amount of work required of them are totally inadequate. The size of the 
biological laboratory prevents the collection of an adequate number of specimens ; 
the condition of the chemical laboratory renders proper teaching, even up to the 
ordinary degree standard, scarcely possible. The Physical laboratory and art·ange· 
ments are better-but these will be referred to later. In general, so far as Science 
is (loncerned, it is high time that the teaching should be transferred to better 
quarters, where the teachers can do more justice to themselves and to their 
students. It is with pleasure the Committee note that the present accommodation 
for Science teaching which (except in Physics) is extremely unsatisfactory, will 
soon be no longer needed, as the Science teaching will be imparted in the new 
Science Institute adjoining. If the College be considered as a pure Arts College 
of the present size, the accommodation is probabl.f sufficient. But it will not 
allow of much expansion either in number of students or in range of work
even when the rooms now used for Science laboratories are devoted to other 
purposes. The Committee suggest that one of two policies should be adopted. 
Either the size of the College, in respect of number of students and range of 
teachinO' should be limited, or a strong effort should be made to obtain the u~e 
of an additional part of the building for College purposes. 

As far as equipment on the Arts side ~s concerned the Con;tmittee have 
little to criticise and in view of the approachwg transfer of the SCience depart
ment to the new institution, it is hardly necessary to discuss at any length t~e 
arrangements in the Science departments. In regard to the latter It 
may be stated, however, that while gra~ts in the past seem to have been 
adequate (Rs. 6,705 having been spent m the last three Y,ears) th.ey do not 
seem to have been by any means always wisely expended. Tue Physics. dep~rt· 
mentis very largely a museum of curiosities while the. che.mical and. bwlogica.l 
sections seem to have been starved until recently. It ~s ev1.dent th~t m the last 
two or three years the expenditure, especially on the bwlogwal se.ctwn, has been 
good and wise; yet on the whole, considering the amoun.t that ~as been spent 
for many years, the Committee do not think that the eqltipmeht IS as useful o~ 
as adequate as might have been expected. 

The library is a good Students' iibrary, an~ is ":ell ?sed. Judging by ~hat 
the Committee saw, it is one of the best used hbrn.r1es 1.\' ~he Colleges affih~ted 
to the Univerflity. The amount of money granted for 1t,1s prob~bly sufficient 
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if it is only supposed to be a library for students working up to the B.A. degree
provided the staff have a first class reference library available elsewhere. It is 
not sufficient if it is the only resource of post-graduate or Honours students and 
of the staff. This library . so far as its contents and use are concerned, is a 
strong argument for the development of a University library for the higher 
work of the University. The library is too much a room for general conversation, 
and it would be an e:x.cellent thing if silence could be insisted on, so that work 
might be done there, as there is much time, as will be shown, spent by the 
students in the College without classes to attend. 

_; 

The total number of students is 369, of whom only 109 are resident, or 
29•5 per cent., this being the full capacity of the hostel. The hostel, though 
it can never _be an ideal place for the residence of students, has been very 
;mu~h imporved since the last inspection, and after some few further changes
~lready designed-have been carried out, will probably be as good as it can be 
made. The arrangements for supervision and control seem satisfactor!. 

_ .. The . necessity for a larger hostel ·is perhaps less felt at the Elphinstone 
College, ,as this is essentially a Bombay College. No l~ss than 17tt students 
9r 48•5 per cent. of the total number come from Bombay city and presumaby 
are able to live with their parents or guardians. The remainder come from 
the following districts :-
.. -

Konk:m. ••• • •• 39 or 10•6 per cent. of the total • 
Southern Mar,tha Country (including 

States) ••• ... 11 or 3•0 per cent. 
Deccan ••• 
Gujarat and K'thi,war ••• 
Sind ••• 

••• 11 or 3·0 per cent. 
75 or 20·3 per cent. 
15 or 4·1 per cent. 

R'jputana, Central India and the 
Nid.m's Dominions ••• ••• 5 or 1·3 per cent. 

It is curious how the local areas from which the colleges draw their students 
are so well defined. In this case, apart from Bombay, nearly all.the students 
come from Gujarnt and Kathiawar, and from the Konkan. 

At the time of the inspection 48"5 per cent. of the students were in the Pre• 
vious class, 19·1 per cent. were studying for the Intermediate Arts examination, 
and 29·0 per. cent. in the Junior and Senior B. A. classes. About six per cent. 
of the students were studying for Science degrees. There is a larger 
_proportion of post-·graduate students at this College than at any other Arts College, 
these numbering 32 and forming 8•7 per cent. of the total number. The 
proportion of the students in the Previous class is high; the complaint was 
·made here, as elsewhere, that a considerable number of them were hardly of 
University standard and should not have passed the Matriculation Examination. 
The class of 169 is quite as large as the College can accommodate, and seems 
too large for effective teaching in the class rooms available. The Committee 
feel strongly that the number of admissions to this class should be limited, 
and they think that, having regard to the nature of the class rooms, the 
limit has been practically reached. Having regard to the large size of the 
class, it would seem to be specially important that adequate arrangements 
should be made for the organisation of work und study outside actual lecture 
hours, and for some tutorial supervision of the students in smaller sections. 
This is done, the Committee were informed, in the case of English composition, 
not only in the Previous class but throughout the College, by utilising the 
services of practically the whole College staff for the correction of essays 
and the discussion of them with the students. This is good, and the system might 
ba profitably extended to other subjects, especially in the lower classes. 
BPyond this. evocy student has, at present, according to the time tables, much 
vacant time during College hpurs, in which, in the Previous class particularly, 
direction of studies and reading would be most valuable. This would get rid, 
in part at any rate, of the dangers attendinll' the sudden transition from School to 
the Colleg~t which dr~ in the· Committee': opinion at present so serious. With 
regard to thi~ last point, an illustration might be drawn from the time table of a 
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~iu~ent taking Sanskrit in the Previous class as his second language Between 
. - o_ and 4-30 be would be occupied in classes as follow':-: •· · 

1\Ionday-Occupied 3! hours : free ll hours. . · 
Tuesday-Occupied 2f hours : free 21 hours. 

W ednesday-Occ~pied 2 hours and sometimes 2! hours : free 3 hours. or 2! hours •. 
Thursday-Occupied 3£ hours: free 1! hours. · . · 
Friday-Occupied 2! hours:. free 21 hours. 

How important the ~irection of studies in this large amount of free time is, 
must be at once obviOuEJ, an? th~ very large and useful library gives a facility 
for the profitable use of thiS hme, under direction, which does not exist · 
all Colleges. m 

The staff of th~ College is a large one, larger in proportion to the number 
of students than m almost any Arts College under the Bombay Univ s't · 
It consists of eight full P~ofessors (including the Principal) and seven Lec:~r~!s: 
They are arranged by subJects, as follows:-

. English.-Thr~~ Professors, of whom one takes History in addition and another 
Latm. · 

History and Political Economy.-Two Professors, of whom one professes English 
Literature in addition. 

:;\Iathematics.-One Professor and one Lecturer. 
:Philosophy and Logic.-One Professor. 
Sanskrit.-One Professor and one Lecturer. 
Persian.-One Professor and one Lecturer, 
French.-One Lecturer (half time). 
Pbysics.-One Lecturer. 
Chemistry.-One Lecturer. 
Biology. -One L~cturer. 

One criticis~. may be made with regard to this staff. There does not seem 
to be provislOn for the future. Beyond the six: Fellows who assist in the 
teaching, there is no staff in training for the higher positions, who might be 
well employed in the tutorial and directivg work outside actual lecture hours 
as above suggested. 

This is especially necessary if the college is to provide adequately for 
the new Honours courses of the University. It is the ambition of the College 
to provide Honours teaching in each of the voluntary groups laid down in 
the new regulations for the B. A.. examination. While the Committee 
sympathise with this ambition on the part · of the College, yet they 
cannot think it a wise one, unless arrangements are made for a very consider· 
able increaee in the staff to cope with it. This increase need not be necessarily 
in the professorial staff, but arrangements might well be made which would 
relieve the Professors of a considerable part of the routine mechanical 
work which they at present have, and at the same time provide the much needed 
tutorial arrangements, to be carried out by a junior staff inspired by the idea of 
reaching the higher positions in the future. Unless this be done the Committee 
do not think that Honours should be undertaken in all subjects. They hardly 
care to suggest in what subjects Honours should be attempted, as t_he inspection 
hns not placed them in command of the necessary data, but th~y t~mk that these 
must be strictly limited unless the staff be supplemented, possibly m the manner 
suggested. 

The Committee made inquiries regarding the way ~n which the new 
courses were to be carried out, and came to the conclusiOn that the new 
Pass courses in the B. A. were hardly considered, in some cases, seriously 
enough. Thus, for instance, it was suggested th.a.t sl!ven. hours' lecture 
teaching per week was all that was necessary to cover adequately the course 
for a student who was taking the ''Literature" optional of the B: A., and 
beyond this, organised arrangements were not ~a~e f~r anythmg but a 
weekly essay. If this conception. is ~orr~ct, then .~~ )S eVIdent ~hat the new • 
Pass course is not what the Umvers1ty mtended 1t io be, 3J1d 1ts standard 

.. 
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iS ridicUlously low. No other Coll~ge has! ~owever, proposed that so little 
lecture time should b~ devoted to 1t. This IS an exceptional case perhaps ; 
students taking the other optional groups have to devote a. larger amount of 
time to their work in College. ~ut in most cases, the Committee consider that 
the time allotted in the time table to the subjects of the Pass B. A. course 
indicate either (1) that the conception of the new course prevalent at the 
Elphinstone College is that it is a course much more superficial than was really 
intended, or (2) that the work prescribed by the University for the new course 
is very inadequate even for an ordinary student, Or (3) that the course can only 
furnish a reasonable amount of work for two years, if lectures are supplenlented 
by a well organised tutorial system~ In the. opinion of the Committee the last 
alternative is the most probable, and the previous proposals regarding the staff 
are based on this opinion. If this is not true, a courc;e which can be adequately 
covered by seven or even ten hours' teaching a week without careful direction 
being given as to the utilisation of the rest of the time stands self-condemned : it 
is obviously detrimental to the char~cter and morale of an average student. 

With regard to the languages studied in the College, these· are almost 
exclusively Sanskrit, Persian and. French,-the others (Avesta and Pahlavi 
5 students; Latin 4 students, and Pali 1 student) being only taken by a very 
small number of the students. · The proportion of the students taking the three 
most :popular languages was as follows:-

Sanskrit ... ... ••• ... 38·6 per cent. 
Persian ... ... ··• •.• 31·7 per cent. 
French ... ••• ... ••• •• . 26·8 per cent. 

Among optional subjects fer the B.A. degree, Literature is the most popular, 
being taken by 34·6 per. cent. of the students, while 24•3 per cent. take History, 
16 per cent. Chemistry and Physics, 9•3 per cent. Philosophy, the same propor• 
tion Natural Science, and only 6·5 per cent. Mathematics. If!the experimental 
sciences be excluded from consideration, as they will shortly be removed from 
the College as subjects for the ll.A. degree course, it will be seen that a little 
under one-hall read in Literature, about a third in History and Political Economy. 

1t has been already noticed that there is a larger proportion o£ post-graduate 
students in Elphinstone College than in most of the other colleges. This is 
partly accounted for by the large number (6) of Dakshina Fellowships nt the 
disposal ol the College. Probably the arrangements for their training are also as 
well organised there as an;rwhere else in the University. The number of lecture 
hours for the M.A. is as follows (leaving science out of consideration) :-

History and Political Economy' 
Philosophy , .. ,. • 
English ... ... 
Sanskrit ... • .. 
Persian ... 

... . .. 

... 

... 

••• 6 hours a week . 
• • • 2 hours a· week. 
• • • 2 hours a week . 
• •• 4 hours a week . 
••• 3 hours a. week • 

Of course for advanced study such as that for the degree of M.A., the instruction 
must very largely consist in suggestions for private reading, research, and 
investigation, but after allowance has been made the figures show how 
unorganised these higher courses are even at the Elphinstone College, and how 
very necessary it is for the University itself to undertake the direction of the 
post-graduate courses. ~ 

D. MAOKICHAN. 
·HAROLD H. MANN. 
H. SffiRP, S. J. 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. l3HABH.A. 
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II. 

DECCAN COLLEGE . 

. The Deccan College, on account of its situation, possesses advantages 
'!hiCh no other Arts College in the.Bombay University can claim to have. It 
hes apart from the busy life of a city; it has a higher proportion of resident 
~tuden~s thaD: any o~her college; a large part of the senior staff are able to live 
1D the tmmedtate neighbourhood of the students ; and the number of students is 
sufficiently limited for each to be personally known to almost every member of 
the College staff. 

The College is situated on the high lan.d overlooking the Mulla Mutha river 
valley at Poona, about three miles from the city, and is surrounded by a wide 
stretch of open country. T~e number of students is only 235, of whom 185 are 
res~dent. or nearly 79 per cent. of the total number. The buildings used for 

· restdenhal purposes seem excellent, are well planned, and though not of uniform· 
design, are all well adapted for residential purposes. · 

The Deccan College has never prepared for any but the Arts degrees of 
the Bombay University. At the time of inspection 39·5 per cent. of the 
students were studying for the Previous Examination, 19•1 per cent. were in. 
the Intermediate Olass, 38•2 per cent. were preparing for the B.A. Final Ex· 
amination, and the remainder were studying for .M.A. The languages studied are 
almost exclusively Sanskrit and Persian, only five B.A. students taking any 
other second language. Among optional subjects History is the most popular 
being taken by 4l per cent. of the B.A. students, while 34·5 per cent. take 
Literature, lB per cent. :Mathematics, 5·5 per cent. Science. Only one student is 
at present taking Philosophy. The Committee cannot avoid regrating the fact 
that Philosophy has ceased to be one of the subjects for which the Deccan College 
was renowned. This subject under the guidance of a succession of Professors, the 
last of whom was Dr. Sel~y, had been cultivated to a considerable degree, but 
now even a professorship of Philosophy bas ceased to fxist. In the three 
Government Arts Colleges only eleven students in all are reading for degrees m 
Philosophy, and of these ten are at.Elphinstone College, Bombay. 

The Deccan College draws its students chiefly from the· Deccan and 
Southern Maratha Country. They may be classified roughly as follows :-

Southern Division of the Bombay Presidency . ••• 94 
Southern Mar,tha States ••• ... ••• 22 
Central Division of the Bombay Presidency... ••• 94 
Northern Division of the Bombay Presidency ... 5 
Miscellaneous (Berar 5, Nizam's Dominions 6, Sind 4, Bombay 3, 

Quetta 1, Kathi,war 1) ••• ... 20 

235 

It is thus essentially, as it has been for many years, the College for .th& 
Southern :Maratha. Country. It wonld probably be more ~ffected proportion
ately than any other by the establishment of a College m the South of the 
Bombay Presidency. 

So far as University results are concerned the Colle~e ~as in. the past taken 
a good position, but this position has hardly been mamtamep. I? recent years. 
The figures are shown in the statistical tables. But as the Committee has noted 
in their general report, too much reliance must not bE\ pla"ed on these figures. 
In the Deccan College all students who have complete.d the n~ces~ary attendance 
required to qualify them for appearing at a U mvers1ty exam1~at10n are allowed 
to go up for it, and hence, naturally, the percentag~ re~u!ts mtght not appear as 

ood as formerly on this account. In this connectiOn \L may be JlOted tha~, so • 
Far as the Committee can learn, test examinations of all kinds hale bee~ ~bolishe~ 
in the College, and the students are left without any. ~ea~~ of ascertatmn~ thetr 

.. 
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progress and the staff have no means of periodically testing the effectiveness of 
their teaching •. The Committee are very doubtful as to whether this is a wise 
arrangement. No doubt in a small College, especially in a residential ColleO'e 
where close contact is possible between the staff and students, the necessity fo; 
systematist>d examinations is not so great as in a ·larger institution, but even 
when all this is taken into account, it seems a doubtful experiment. 

An experiment like this would be much less open to criticism if the rE:'lations 
between the staff and students were intimate. This lead~ to a consideration 
of the question of the present staff. This consists of five professors, two 
lecturers,· and four ·assistants, arranged· as follows :- . 

Hi~tory and Political Ecmi.omy ... ••• One Professor. 
Engli~:~h ••• .. • Two Professors. 
Mllthematics ••• ••• . .. One Professor and one 

Sanskrit ••• . . .. 
Persia:t;t ... ... 

.Assistant. 
••• One Professor and two 

.Assistants. 
~·· One Lecturer • 

Science ••• . ··• One Lecturer. 
Logic ••• ••• ••• • •• One Assistant. 

The staff seems strong enough for what is now being attempted, though 
perhaps it is a pity that the number of full Professors has been reduced by one 
since. the last inspection. The inspection, as can be well understood, did not 
allow of any adequate opinion being formed as to the relationship between 
students and staff, but the fact should be again insisted on that if the colleg~ 
is. to 'be _run qn the lines on w~ch it is being conducted, that relationship must 
be ic~g close and. it;ttim~te, <:>uts~d~ .the Coll~,ge hours. This would apply in 
particular to the. semor staff. · 

• • , • • ., : 1:\ •• • . • ' . r 

·In vie_w of· the New Courses now laid down by the University the Com .. 
mittee consider that the staff .will·have to. be strengthened or the number of 
subjects which can be taken at this college will necessarily have to be limited. For 
the new B.A. degree, it would .. seem quite out of the question for any· other 
optional ~ubjects to .be taken, •even for the. PasR degree, than History and Political 
Economy, English Literature, Mathematics; Sanskrit, ··and Persian. For 
Honours, it is a question whether all these subjects should be taken. Certainly 
no weakening of the staff i~ possible in any of these, if Honours courses are to be 
attempted. It is underatood that Science training for the B.A. will not be 
given under the new regulations, and the Committee think this is not only 
wise, but essential. Philosophy cannot and should not be attempted at present. 

The buildings used for college teaching are open to considerable criticism. 
Most of them. were designed a good number of years ago, 'but even some of the 
more recent additions leave much to be desired. But the arrangement is p~rhaps 
more open to criticism than the buildings themselves.; ,. The ·residential quarters 
are mixed up with the rooms for teachin£t, the teaching rooms are very scattered 
and in many respects the arrangement is as bad as in any college we have 
visited. The Committee do not recommed a large increase in the buildings, but 
they do strongly insist on the re-arrangement of the space available, with a view 
to its better utilisation. · The Committee were not satisfied ·with the ·arrange. 
ments proposed for teaching the new Science course required in the first year 
University course. The accommodation and equipment for science teaching has 
always been inadequate and unsatisfactory at the Deccan College. With an 
increase in the ntu:nber of students taking Science, even though it be elementary 
scienqe, it was proposed to cut dQwn the very limited laboratory space formerly 
devoted .to it to little .more than half .. the previous amount. The Committee 
would draw. the Q.ttention of. the Syndicate to this. The Deccan .Collnge 
was.the. only college, viSited which .. was not attempting to make adequato 
arrangements for the new course i~ this respect. ·This matter is particularly 
important, because now that the Previous Examination is abolished, it becomes 
lllOre. than over necessary, for. the' Syndicate to see that the arrangements for 
carrying out the, first ye~r's course are adequate. The amount of money spent; 
on apparatus seems sufficient, if wisely spent. 
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The Library is a good one, and is better housed than in almost any of the 
Oolleges under the Bombay University. It does not seem to be used as much 
as might be the case; it is only open for the issue of books during three hours 
a week, and the books are not readily and easily accessible to students. The 
amount of money available for the library is Rs. 7 50 per annum, which is 
hardly adequate if serious work is to be attempted in any subject. If the 
College is to limit itself so far as serious work is concerned to certain subjects 
in the future, it may be enough ; but the Committee would urge that, if possible, 
the amount should be raised. The presence of the large and valuable library of 
Sanskrit manuscripts in the college ought to be an ·extremely stimulating fact, 
in inducing real Sanskrit research. Though these manuscripts take up 
extremely valuable apace, yet the stimulus which they might give would be a 
most valuable one. We could not find much trace of such a stimulus, but it 
ought to be present, and the Deccan College ought to develop as a centre 
of Sanskrit study and research. 

On the whole the impressjon made by the 'Deccan College was·; disappointing. 
The advantages which it possesses have been already referred to, and possessing 
these advantages, it ought to be· a place where it is possible to induce a real academic 
spirit, somewhat analogous to that prevailing in the old universities of both East 
and West. The Committee bas criticised details of buildings, of equipment, of 
library, of staff, of methods,-but these they recognise are details. The 
greatest disappointment was the absence of the special tone and atmosphere 
which the unique position of the College ought to give it. To the creation of this 
atmosphere, they consider that in a very special sense the energies of a College 
occupying the situation a.nd unrivalled opportunities of the Deccan College 
should be devoted. 

· D. 1\U.CKICHAN. 
HAROLD H. MANN. 
B. SIERP, S. J. 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. BHABHA. 
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III. 

WILSON COLLEGE • 

. The oldest ai~ed college in Bombay-or, indeed, under the Univ:ersity-is the 
Wilson Col}ege, s1~u~ted on p~rhaps the choicest site in the city on the shore of 
Ba~k Bay,,t? a bmldmg of whtch the firs.t part was completed in 1890, but to 
w h10h add1tlons have constantly been made. 

The Governing Body of the ColleO'e has since ·t9()1 been the Forei(Yn 
"Missions Co~m~ttee of the United Fre~ Church of Scotland which pays ~n 
annu~l contl'lbutwn to the. fund~ of the College. The European professors are 
appomted by the Committee m Scotland in consultation with the· ColleO'e 
authorities. 'l'he College is maintained from funds r.nnually contributed by the 
U nit~d Free Church, the fees of the students. and the Government grant. 
The mternal management of the College is in the hands of the Principal and 
Professors. · · 

. The buildings of the College are commodious and airy, and situated in a 
piCturesque and comp.aratively cool and q~iet .neighbourhood. rrhey provide 
a large hall for pubhc lectures and exammatwn purposes. The library is 
accommodated in t~e gallery of the .hall. The lectu~e rooms on the three sto'reys 
are large, commodwus and well hghted and ventilated. The accommodation 
provided for the chemical and physical laboratories is on the whole sufficient. 
The laboratory for biology is unsatisfactory, though this is more marked in the 
equipment than in the rooms devoted to it. 'rhe botanical garden which was 
contemplated has not yet been made in the grounds of the College. 

In considering the sufficiency of the accommodation in the College it must 
be remembered that it is the largest in Bombay, aud has nearly 700 students. 
Were it not for the very large Previous classes, the Committee would consider 
that the accommodation provided would be sufficient and satisfactory for 
normal expansion for a good number of years to come. But with a Previous 
class of over three hundred students, which has to be divided into two sections 
for most subj9cts, in addition to all the other higher classes, it is doubtful 
whether the numbers in the College are not at present as large as they can 
properly be. Some might think they were alre~dy too large, but it is 
certain that so long as the Previous Class is of the present size the College 
cannot increase much further either in that or in any other direction. 

Turning to equipment, the Committee have little to criticise. The lecture 
rooms are well ~esigned for their p~rpose, and in some respects a;e ahead 
of almost anythmO' in Western India for purposes of demonstratiOn. So 
far as Science is c~ncerned, the equipment for Physics is satisfactory, and the 
arranO'ements which were being made for the course in Physics of the first year 
undert) the new regulations se(lmed adequate to meet the case •. There w~ll always 
in the larger colleges be a difficulty of arranging fo: the PractiCal Phystcs .under 
the new courses. But this has been met at the 'Vllson College by arrangmg to 
·taka the students of the Previous Class in six sections, each of from fifty to 
sixty students, at times which do not interfere wi~h the ot~er work of the 
students. ~fbree special demonstrators (on A of whom 1s an Ass1stant Prof?s~or 
and two are Dakshina Fellows) have been retained for tb~ purpose of gUI~mg 
the actual practical work under the Professor of Phystes. T.he Committee 
think that the arrangement is as good as can be made ~t. pre~ent. The 
Chemical laboratory and its associated rooms are good a~d well e<}mpped even 
for advanced work. The Biological equipment is, however, very unsa~tsf~ctory, 
even for the amount of work required for the B.A. degree. Even 1f, IU the 
future B1'oloO'y is only tauO'ht for the Intermediate Science .and the B.A. degree, 

, t) t) · · '£ b th ' . I d a great deal of extension will b~ required. Collec~10n~ o o anu;na s an 
plants must be made and maintamed, means of cult1vatlrlg and lneedmg ~oth 
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animals and plants must be provided, and the opportunities for really close 
microscopical study must be made far more efficient than at present. The 
need for these things has perhaps not always been recognized in the past. 
but they will be necessary to meet the demands of the new courses. ' 

. The library, as has already been noted, is acc~mmo~ated on the gallery of 
the great ball.. A large enough room, wberA study m qu1et would be possible 
is, in the opinion of the Committee, a great desideratum. Since the last 
inspection Rs. 2,160 have been expended on books, which is certainly not too 
much, cons.idering the width and variety of the subjects taught in the College. 
At present students who wish to use the library pay a library fee of Re. 1 per 
term. Such a fee the Committee considet• is jus tined, provided it is made com
pulsory. It is hardly justified if it is optional, as it is certain that one of the 
objects of attending college is to have free access to authorities and sources of 
information. While thererore they have no objection to a fee it must be equally 
paid by all if it is not to be an evil. The whole produce of such a fee should be 
devoted to the supply of additional books to the library. At the sama time the 
Professors might well make it a rule to encourage the students in their private 
reading of thij general literature available in the library as well as of other 
related books apart from_ the specified text-books which they use. So far as 
the staff and post-graduate or Honours students are concerned, the library is 
far from adequate, thus emphasising the urgent need of a rapid extension of the 
University library to meet the· needs of Oolleges in Bombay. 

The total number of students is 694, of whom only 78 are resident for 
whom 39 rooms are provided in the College compound. One of the profe;sors 
resides in the hostel, and the Principal himself lives in the compound. The 
arrapgements for supervision are excellent. At present, as will be seen, only 
11·2 per cent. of the students are resident, but there is a very large demand 
for the available rooms, and there is little doubt that the large new hostel now 
in course of erection will . be completely occupied. This hostel which closely 
adjoins the College will be a handsome structure, and the light, ventilation and 
sanitary arrangements will be very satisfactory. The whole of the Imperial 
grant of the last three years has been devoted to it, and it will cost about 
Rs. l ,80,000. It will accommodate 120 additional students, and then hostel 
accommodation will be provided by the College for ubout 28 per cent. of its 
students. 

The Wilson College draws its students from nearly every part of the sphere 
of influence of the Bombay University. It is far less a Bombay City College 
than the other Arts Colleges of Bombay, and hence the provision of large hostel 
accommodation is a wise and almost necessary matter. The Committee do not 
consider that even with the new hostel the College will be by any means over· 
provided for its needs. The students come from the following districts:-

Bombay City ••• ... 204 or 29·3 per cent. of the total. 
Konkan (inclnding Thana, 

Kanara, and Goa) ••• 259 ,, 37'2 
" 

, 
Gujarat and Kathiawar ••• 180 , 25·9 

" 
, 

Deccan and Kolhapur ••• 45 ,. 6•4 
" " 

Mysore · ••• 8 ,, 1•2 ,. ,, 
At the time of the inspection 46·7 per cent. of the students were in the 

Previous Class, 17·9 per cent. were studying for the Intermediate Arts 
Examination, and 2;)·2 per cent. were in the Senior and Junior D.A. Classes. This 
is about the same proportion as seems normal at present in the Bombay colleges. 
About 3•2 per cent. of the students were studying forB cience degrees. The post· 
graduate st.UdeKts n~mbered 3 per cent. of the total number. 

The number of stJidents in the Previous Class is, as has already been 
mentioned, quite as large as ought to be admitted considering the accommoda. 
tion and the way in \vhich it absorbs the time of the staff. There is the same 
complaint 'here as blsE~where io regard to the quality of a certain proportion of 
those who pass the 'Matriculation and enter College. 
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· The staff is a large one and is very largely composed of missionaries from 
Europe whose educational qualifications are high. But· there are also six 
grad11ates of high stan~ing of the Bombay University on the professorial staff. 
Altogether there are thirteen Professors, one Shastri and four Fellows who take ' 
part in the teaching. There is one Professor of English, but he receives the 
help of three other European Professors, who besides teaching their special 
subject take part in the teaching of English, Two Professors teach Mathe· 
matics, two Professors teach History, one Professor teaches LoO"ic and Moral 
Philosophy, two Prof.essors and two Fellows. teach Physics and Chemistry, one 
Professor teaches BIOlogy and Natural Sctence, c;me Professor and a Shastri 
teach Sanskrit, one Professor and a Fellow teach French, one Professor teaches 
Persian and .Arabic, one Fellow teaches the Previous class Avesta and Pahlavi two 
Professors take part in the teaching of Latin, and one Professor te;ches 
Political Economy and Intermediate Logic besides English. 

The Professors are very fully occupied, and their work leaves them little time 
for doing much research and must make it difficult for them to keep themselves 
abreast of the latest developments of their subjects. The College contemplates 
several additions to the corp~ of Professors in the early future and these are 
needed. 

The Committee might call ·attention to this College as an example of the 
need for the provision of a corps of younger men who are workinO" up to the 
position of Professor which they will ultimately occupy. 'Vhether they are 
called Assistant Professors, Tutors, Lecturers or by any other name, it seems 
essential that something of this sort should exist at the 'Vilson College if the 
best use is to. be made of the professorial staff which exists, and the very large 
classes, especially those of the first year, are to be adequately dealt with. The 
greatest pressure is in English, and here the difficulty is greatest, because it is 
held-and with much reason-by the College authorities that all English teaching 
should be done by men who come from English-speaking countries. If this 
view is maintained, then a substantial increase in the European staff is an 
urgent matter. For other subjects, however, it would seem necessary in almost 
every subject which is seriously taken up to have junior men in training and 
holding junior appointments. Whe.ther this can be brought about or not is, the 
Committee understandt almost enbrely a matter of finance, but they feel that 
in some way or other provision must be made for such assistance at an early 
date. 'Vithout it the development of a ·regular tutorial system is out of 
question; and the development of a tutorial system. seeJ?S the only way of 
dealing with the large city Colleges of the .Bombay U mversity. 

At present the College teaches five optional groups for the B.A. Examination. 
Of these, Chemistry and Physics is taken by the greatest number (a fact in 
which the Wilson College stan~s alone), namelf, by 29 per cent .. of the B.;A. 
students, 28 per cent. take Literature, and 24-t per cent. take Htstory: w~tla 
Philosophy is the Optional of 9l per ceut. of the B.A. students, and Uathematws 

of 9 per cent. 
The College contemplates teaching f?r the Ar;s deg.ree un?er the new 

regulations in the five optional groups of L1ter~ture (~anskn~, Perstan, Fren~h), 
Philosophy History and Economics1 ~Iathemabcs, and Chemistry a:nd Phys1cs, 
and the ndnours courses in English, Sanskrit and Phil?sophy. Without so~e 
additional provision for much of the routine an~ mechamcal work as suggested m 
a previous paraO"raph the Committee feel that th1~ cannot be adequately done, and 
recommend a ~estriction of the number of subJects to be attemp.ted. The fact 
of the increased difficulty of the new B.A. courses and the btgher standard 
that ought to be required seems to be recognized by the staff of the College. 

With regard to the languages studied in the College, th~se are, ~s else
where most largely Sanskrit, Persian and French, b~t there are a c?nstderable 
numb:r who take Latin and Avesta and Pahlav1. • The' proportiOn of the 
students taking the various languages is as follows :-

Sanskrit ... •.• 67 per cent. 
Persian ••• •.• lJs. , 
French ••• ••• ••• 13 ' " 
Latin . .. ••• ~i ,, • 
Avesta ••• ... 2}- " •• 
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At present M.A. candidates receive some instruction in Engli~h and 
Philosophy, and a very complete course iu Physics and Chemistry. But 
Physical and Natural Science will cease to be :M.A. subjects under the new 
regulations. The authorities are doubtful about providing post-graduate 
instruction in History. In Mathematics M.A. candidates at present receive no 
instruction. Tbus, while· some direct instruction is given to M.A. candidates, 
the chief help they get (except in the Science subjects) is tutorial aid from the 
Professors who guide and advise them in their reading and studies and 
occasionally solve their difficulties. 

In all aided colleges, which have not the large resources of Government at 
·their disposal, development is very largely a matter of finance, even when its 
necessity is recognized. In the present case, out of a total income of Rs. 84,76:11, 
the fees, rents and library subscriptions amounted to 65 per cent., or roughly 
two-thirds of the receipts; the contribution of t.ha United Free Church of 
Scotland amounted to 19'1 per cent. or nearly one-fifth, but the Government grant 
came to 13'9 per cent. or only one-seventh of the total receipts. If the principle 
recommended by the Education Commission of 1883 of estimating the Govern
ment grant at one·half the local resources be followed, the Provincial grant 
should be three times what it is at present. A larger grant from Government 
Reems to be necessary for the enlargement of the local staff and the improvement 
of their status and pay, and for the extension of the library and laboratories~ 
some of which require expansion and larger equipment. 

The cost of the staff amounted to 76·6 per cent. or fully three~ fourths of 
the total expenditure, the fellowships and scholarships amounted to 7•6 per 
cent., the furniture, library, apparatus and repairs together cost only 4'7 per 
cent., and the miscellaneous expenses came to 10·8 per cent. 

HAROLD H. M.ANN. 
H. SIERP, B. J. 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 

H. J. BIIABH.A. 
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rv. 
ST. XAVIER'S COLLEGE. 

The third Arts College in point of age in Bomb~y is St. Xavier's Co1leO'e 
con~uc,ted l;JY members ?f ~he Society of Jesus. It, together with the st: 
Xav1er s .H1~h School, 1s m charge of the Rector, the Principals of the 
two ~nstituhons~. a~d one Professor of each Insti~ution appointed by the 
Super10r of the l\ltss1on. The College at present receives no financial support 
from the Society of Jesus, and is maintained solely from fees, and the Govern
ment grants. 

· The College is situated in an excellent position, and with the new additions 
made since the last inspection the buildings may be described as large and com
modious. The accommodation now provided is more in proportion to the number 
of students than that in any Bombay College. The new additions consist of a 
large new wing, very solidly constructed, of three storeys, in which, not only all 
the work in Science is accommodated (except that in Chem:stry), but there are 
also several large halls which can be used for larger classes, for public lectures 
and for examinations, The quarters provided for Chemistry remain as before 
and are by no means so good as those provided for the other subjects,, and are not 
nearly large enough for the classes which now work in t.hem, unless these latter 
are split up into sections. The rooms devoted to the Arts classes are fairly good. 
Those in the old building are somewhat old fashioned but those in the new 
wing are well arranged and satisfactory. 

In equipment also there has been a very great. improvement since the last 
inspection. In the Science sections, the arrangements proposed for the new 
Physics course in the first year are adequate, and the apparatus for the 
higher Physics course, for Chemistry, and for Biology are satisfactory. The 
large amount of Rs. 15,263 has been spent on apparatus since the last inspec• 
tion. 'fhe large epidiascope obtaind for lecture illustration is a very valuable 
help in teaching. 

The library is a very small one, and in the opinion of the Committee is not 
large enough or good enough for a college of the type of St. Xavier's. The 
policy of the College has been to place in each professor's hands a good collec
tion of books in his subject, but not to extend greatly the number of volumes 
available for general reading by the students. Hence the number of books is 
only 1,168, though Rs. 3,000 have been spent during the past three years. It 
seems clear that this is a matter in which development is necessary, and there is 
great need of expansion and large additions, especially if higher work in the 
various subjects is to be undertaken. ~n tb? past there. has be~n fa: too much 
limitation of outlook throuO'hout the Umvers1ty, to what 1s contamed m the pres· 
cribed text-books, and the ~nly remedy for this would seem to be to provide a 
large library, and give directions for using it. Not only are books required but 
space for consulting them on the spot is needed. 

The total number of students is 531, the rise having been very rapid since 
the last inspection. Of these only 73 are resident or 13·7 per. cent., ~ smaller 
proportion than in any Bombay college. The ho:.~tel so far as 1t goes JS a well 
arranged, well managed, and comfortable building. All ~h~ resident students 
with the exception of six have .one room ~ach! and the b'ltldm~ ha.s a flat roof 
which may be used for recreatwn. Cons1dermg that nearly forty-five per cent. 
of the students do not belong to Bombay City, the Committee think that an 
early extension of the hostel is extremely desirable. ~ 

St. Xaxier's College is, however, more a Bombay ~ity College than any 
other, more so even than Elphinstone College. 55'~ per cent. o~. the studei)ts 
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belonO' to Bombay, and therefore, presumably, are able to live at their own 
home;. The remainder cmne from the following districts :-

Gujarat and Kathiawar -· 102 or 19·2 per cent. 
Konkan, Goa and Kanara. ... '5 or 8•5 pE-r cent. 
Deccan ••• 15 or 2·8 per cent. 
Sind .... 17 or 3·2 per cent. 
Southern Maratha.'Ootuitry ••• 12 or 2·3 per cent. 

- This college, as might be expected, lia-s"the majority of the students from 
Goa ·who are stu3ying at the'University • 

. At the time of the in~pection 4 7~ per :-cent. df ·the students were in the 
'Preriou8 Class,· 21•5 _per bent. were studying for'the Intermeaiate Arts Examina. 
iion and 25·{per cent were.in·the Junior ~nd :seriior ·B.A. classes. Only nine 
stu~ents '(I·!.per cent~) wer~ ·stu_~ying ~or Scien~ ~egrees,·and ~hese entirely in 
the Intermediate class, though·rn:ore Smence ·work IS'done·at'thiS 'ColleO'e than 
at any Arts College in Bombay. It is for the Science in the Arts examinations 
that· the -students chiefly work, and this will probably ,continue to .be .the case in 
the future. The post-graduate students numbered twenty or 3·8 per cent.. of 
the total number. The-proportion of the students in :the .various classe;:; does 
not differ· widely from·what obtains in other Bombay colleges, and.calls for no 
special remarks, except that in the opinion of the-Committe the Previous Class 
is quite large enough, and. cannot be .further increaseil without interfering with 
the higher work .of the· College. . 

·The Coll~ge staff ·consists of twelve ·Jesuit' fathers, three otherProfessors, 
and-two assistant professors, these last being employed ·in ·the Science teach
ina'. AB. is usual, the four Fellows assist in teaching. 'fhe arrangement of· work 
-e.~rruqg·to·subjects is as follows:-

English •• • ••• ·Three Professors. . . 
History and Political Economy ... Two Professors, and for part of the 

time a third. 
Mathematics ... One·Professor. 
Sanskrit • • • • •• · One Professor. 
Persian ••• 'One·Professor. 

'Latin •• , Two Professors. 
French ••• ••• One· Professor and one Assistant. 
Physics ... ••• One Professor. · 
Chemistry , ••• . ••• One Profesor and one Assistant. 

1Biology ••• . • .., ·One Professor and one Assistant. 

''The same criticism can be made· in -regard to the staff of this college as has 
been made elsewhere. While the members· are highly qualified and experienced, 
they have not the necessary assistance to make· tutorial work and the direction 
of stUdies, which are requisite with very large classes, at all ·a.n easy matter. At 
present, while the· Professors are ready to assist students outside lecture hours, 

- there is ·no organised system of tutorial classes, or of direction of studies. There 
is· no ·need to. labour this point, as sufficient has been said about it in the general 
pa~t of the present report. But the Committee cannot· but think that without 
such.constant direction and tutorial contact with students, the large Previous 
and other classes· in many of our Colleges. are a. great evil. 

-The College. pr9poses to_ prepare for the B. A. degree under the new regula. 
tions· in all the c;>ptional subjects now taught by it except ::llathematics. These 
are as follows, with the proportion of the· totil who take each group:-

Cheml.stry and .Physics ••• 39·2 per cent • 
. Languages at:td Literature , ••• 31 ~1 per cent. 
History .•• , lS•o per cent. 
Natnral Science .. ... 9·6 per cent. 

Mathematics is now hken by two students. but it i3 not ·intended to prepare for 
the B .. A. dc~ee in thi.:t Optiond subje~t in· the future. ·The Committee are 
pleased to not{, that the college i3 propo3ing to specialisa in certain subjects, 
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notably History and Latin in the new Honour courses, and they think that this 
is the proper policy in view of the high standard which should be maintained 
in the Honours examinations. 

With regard to languages studied in the college these are somewhat 
~ifferent from those usual in the Bombay University Colleges. Here French 
Is the most popular, followed by Persian, and then by Sanskrit, while Latin 
occupies an important place. 

The number of post~graduate students, studying_for theM. A. Examination 
is twenty. There are well organised and well arranged courses in Chemistry 
and Nat ural Science, and fourteen of such students are takinO' these subjects. 
The others are working at History and Languages. The ~rangements and 
organisations of the courses in these subjects are very similar to those which 
have been criticised in the case of other Colleges. The necessity that the 
University should take over the organisation of post·graduate study has 
been very manifest wherever the Committee went during the inspection. 

As in the case of other aided Colleges, development is limited by finanCial 
exigencies. In the present case there is no source of income outside the fees 
and the Government grant. The fees, in fact, form 74·7 per cent. of the College 
income. The additional fees paid by resident students which are fairly higll 
amount to 6 per cent. of the College income. The provincial grant of Rs. 11,800 
which amounts to 17'5 per cent. of the total income is too small. On the 
principle of estimating the grant from public funds at half the local resources, 
the provincial grant should not have been less than Rs. 27,000. The staff cost 
64.8 per cent. of the total expenditure. The expenditure on library, apparatus, 
and furniture amounted to 27·9 per cent. and miscellaneous expenditure to 9 per 
cent. 

On the whole, the Committee have found little . to criticise in St. Xavier's 
College. The accommodation in Chemistry is manifestly inadequate for the 
large clasaes taken; the library is insufficient and ought to be very largely 
developed; the hostel is small .for the size of the college. In addition, the 
organisation of work in the lower classes-where the numbers are very high
outside the lecture rooms is not being attempted and yet it is very necessary. 
It seems to be the only way of justifying the continuance of these very large 
classes. 

D. 1\IACKICHAN. 

HAROLD H. :MANN. 

L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 

H. J. BHABHA. 



v. 
GUJARAT COLLEGE. 

The Gujarat College at Ahmedabad was in a state of transition when it 
was inspected .by the Committee .. On the one hand, after ranking for many 
year~ as an a1ded College and bemg under the control of a Board, partly 
appomted by Government and partly elected by' privileged subscribers' it had 
just been taken over by Government to be kept entirely under its 'control· 
on the other hand, it was.in the throes of many extensions. Of these the Madhavlai 
Science Institute was the most important but they comprised also additions to 
the hostels and a new College hall. The Committee thus saw the College while 
very active changes were going on, and it is extremely difficult to judge how 
far these changes will affect the position and working of the College in the 
future. 

The Gujarat College at Ahmedabad is far enough from the city to 
have the advantage of space and quietness, but near enou(J'h to render it possible 
for students to reside there and come out daily for cl~sses and study. The 
building is on the whole a very good one, in a picturesque position, and has fairly 
adequate. accommodation £or the number of students it possesses at present 
(except perhaps in the Previous Class) if only Arts courses are taught. The 
Science accommodation has been hopelessly inadequate, but the• buildings of 
the new Science Institute adjoining, which were nearing completion at the 
time of inspection and will provide ample and good accommodation, render 
unnecessary any reference to the inadequacy of the arrangements for Science 
teaching in the past. So far as class rooms are concerned, the absence of a 
good lecture room, large enough to accommodate the Previous Class, was a great 
want. The central Hall was, in fact, used !or this purpose, for which it was 
hardly suited. It is understood that it is designed to place a floor across the 
great hall, and convert the upper part into a library and the lower part into a class 
room. This would improve matters somewhat, but so long as a very large 
Previous Class exists, the arrangements for accommodating it require very 
careful consideration. 

Turning to equipment, the College seems fairly well provided, as an Arts 
College. In the new Science Institute, so far as wo could see, no expense was 
being spared to bring and keep the equipment up to date. The Committee hope 
that there will be no weakening in this direction, if the College desires to become 
and remain 'the leading (if not the only) Science Institute in the northern sectio:u 
of the Bombay University's sphere of influence. 

The library is not a good one, and the Committee would suggest that the 
attention of the College authorities should be called to the necessity of improving 
it, especially in those directions in which the College desires to teach according 
to the new B.A. Standard. Unless it is improved, it is doubtful how far any 
Honours course under the new regulations can be adequately undertaken by the 
College. It is also desirable that arrangements should be made fOl' its being 
consulted on the spot by keeping it open longer, and giving every facility for 
usinoo it by affording easy access to the books for. reading and reference in the 

· libra~y itself. The library -is certainly quite inadequate for any serious post· 
graduate study. 

The total number of students is 375. It is thus as large now fl.S Elpbinstone 
~allege, Bom~ay. Of t.hese, 15~ or 41 per cent. are res!dent. This is a 
h1gher proportiOn than 1n most City Colleges, ~U:t great.effor~~ h~'Ve been made 
in recent years to develop the hostel accommodation at the GnJarat College, the 
whole of the Imperial grant having. ~een ~evoted to this purpose. The 
Committee understand that further additions will shortly be made. The result 
is that a large amount of hostel spa~a exists, but the ~aildings. are'dul1~ heavy, 
and certainly have no =7sthetic q.ualittes.. From a samtary pom\ of VIew the 
Committee finds nothmg to obJect to m t~se hoste!s, but they were perhaps 
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the least attractive hostels met wit4 in the tour. It does not seem that much can 
be done now to improve this, but the careful laying out of the grounds outside 
might do a good deal to relieve the present depressing appearance. . 

The students are nearly all drawn from Gujarat, and by far the Iarcrer 
proportion from· Northern Gujarat. ·They -may ·be classed as foilows :- 0 

~ . . . . 

British Gujarat ••• 272 
Baroda State ••• •• , 14 
Other states in Gujarat ••• 11 
Kathiawar . . • .•• 36 
Bombay ..• 3 
Poona .• , 3 
Various ~·· ••• 36 

No in~ormation _is f~rthcoming as to. w:here. students be longing to the very 
large 1tem 'vartous · come from, but It IS evtdent that the College may be said 
to cater for Gujarat and Kathiawar alone~ 

· At the time of the inspection :55·7 per cent. of the students were in the 
Previous Class, 18·6 per cent. were studying for the Intermediate Arts Ex:amin· 
ation, and 25·6 per cent. were in the Junior and Senior B, :A. Classes. The 
proportion in the Previous Class was high-too high the Committee are inclined 
to think-. unless its abnormal size, proportionately; is due simply to the recent 

. rapid increase of the College. This increase has been very remarkable, as the 
following figures show :- · 

Number of students. 
190S ••• . .. 161 

'1909 ... ••• 227 
1910 ••• ... . .. 278 
1911 ... ... ••• 305 
1912 ... ••• 375 

Thus in five years the Oollege has much more than doubled ·in size, and this 
would naturally render it likely that an exceptionally large proportion would be 
fourid in the lower classes. The only doubt as to the correctness of this explana
tion arises from.the fact that the proportion in the Intermediate Class is not 
high-:--in fact, rather lower than would be expected, And this would suggest 
that there is a _very large leakage from the College after the .Previous Ex:amina· 
tion, a leakage which is not desirable. · · 

The Committee would account for this leakage in several ways. There is 
no- doubt that the Bombay colleges have a certain attracting power to good 
students on account of their age and prestige, and also because they are supposed 
to be in close touch with the latest University movements. But this is not all. 
The Committee are inclined,to attribute the loss of students largely to the unsatis
factory staff possessed by the. Gujarat College. The Committee do not wish 
to be misunderstood. The staff are men of high attainments, but they have, as 
a whole, little ex:perience-less perhaps than the staff in any college under the 
Bombay University-and they are too few in number to deal adequately, without 
assistance, with the large number of students now attending the College. 
Leaving out the staff of the Science Institute, and also omitting the Principal, 
of the remainder of the staff there is only one man who has served more than 
six years, and only two who have served more than two years. The average 
service of the members of the staff (excluding the Principal) is only 4! years. 
You have thus a college, rapidly growing in size, with a Previous Class of over 
two hundred .students, staffed with young me~ of limited exp~rienc~. This is a 
very serious matter, and demands early attentiOn. It showed 1tself m a measure 
in the condition of some of the classes. 

Further, the staji is not large enough. The Committee would suggest the 
appointment of additional Professors on the Arts side, es~eci~lly in English, and 
altSo as of s~cial importance they recor;nmend that the JU~IOr appointments in 
several of the subjects should be created If any real attempt 1s to be ruade to deal 
with the bioher work t:dntemplated in the n.ew courses. They consider that it 
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is in the .inexperience and i~sufficiency of t?e staff ~hat the chief explanation of 
the relatively small proportiOn of students m the higher classes in the Colle()'e is 
to be found. 0 

. ~he Previous Class ha~ reached the highest limit that is possible in the 
bmldmgs at present at the disposal of the College. A class of two hundred is 
already too large, and cannot be increased .unless it is divided-an arranO'e· 
ment for which there appears to be no accommodati~n. 

0 

There are apparently no post-graduate students, and with the pres·ent staff 
post-graduate work ought not to be attempted. So far as the new B.A. and 
Honours courses are concerned, the Committee were glad to note that it was 
intended to limit the number of subjects whicll were to be taken up in the 
College to English, Sanskrit, and History and Economics. At present in the 
B.A. course 45 per cent. of the students take History as their Optional subject, 
23 per cent. Science (that is, Physics and Cheomistry), 22 per cent. Literature, and 
10 per cent. :Mathematics. As in almost all colleges Sanskrit is by far the 
most popular language-70 per cent. of the Rtudents taking this language, 
19 per cent. Persian and 11 per cent. French. 

The Principal of the College has drawn the special attention of the 
Committee to two matters-

(1) The necessity of a change in the University terms. The month 
of June is exceptionally hot and work at this season is in some years almost 
impossible. This matter is, however, now before the Syndicate, and as it 
is being fuRy discussed there, largely at the instance of the Principal of the 
Gujarat College, there is no need for the Committee to discuss the matter. 

(2) The question of making grants for research to the staff of the College 
from the Imperial grant. This, the Committee feel, is a matter for the future. 
The ' research fund' authorized by the Senate has not yet come into exist· 
ence, and there is no doubt that science workers at all properly equipped 
Colleges will be able to receive help from this fund when it is itllly esta
blished. 

Generally with regard to the Gujarat College the Committee feel that it 
occupies a peculiar position. It is very rapidly increasing, especially in the 
lower classes, and the time has come to call a halt in the Previous Class, as 
there is neither accommodation for a larger number, nor a staff sufficient to deal 
with them. It is evident that no part of Western India is more alive to the 
value of higher University education than Upper Gujarat, and it is hope~ that 
it will not be necessary to limit access to the College, bu~ _rather to prov1d~ a 
larger and more experienced staff as well as the addttlonal accommodatiOn 
required to meet the demand so rapidly growing. . · 

D. MACKICHAN. 
HAROLD H. J\I.ANN. 
H. SIERP, S. J. 
L .. T. ROSE·HUTCHINSO ~. 
H. J. BHABHA. 



VI. 

RAJARAM COLLEGE. 

The Rajaram College at Kolhapur is the only surviving second grade 
college of the Bombay. University, containing as_ it does only such classes as 
lead up to the Intermedtat~ Arts E~amination of the University. It is perhaps 
mora clos.ely connected wtth a Htgh School than any other collecre occupying 
the .sam~ building with the Hi.gh School and forming in many' respects a 
contmuatton of the work of the Htgh School rather than a separate institution. 

Th~ College is in .t~a centre of Kolha.pur City. It has a building of fine 
proportions and of .strtkmg appearance, whwh oucrht to be kept in a better state 
of repair. If the College occupied the building 
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alone, there would be ample 
accommodation for most of. the purposes of a full Arts college with a student 
population of about two hundred students. As it is. it shares thig building with 
the Rajaram High School, and hence is cramped even for a second-grade collecre 
with one hundred and twelve students. The College, like nearly all Arts colleg~s 
is growing. There has been a considerable increase in the number of student~ 
in recent years. It cannot, and ought not to be allowed to grow much further 
unless it is able to occupy a larger proportion of the building. The accom• 

· modation devoted to college purposes at present consists of the necessary lecture 
rooms for the Previous and Intermediate Classes1 rooms which had been used 
for a Science laboratory and were being extended and laid out for the science 
teaching of the Previous Class under the new regulations at the time of our 
visit, a library which it shares with the High School, rooms for· the Principal 
and Professors, and a large Oollege Hall. The remainder of the building was 
used for the work of the Rajaram High School. Regarding this accommodation 
the Committee would only remark with pleasure on the efforts which are baing 
made to meet the requirements of the new regulations for the first year's 
college course, especially in the matter of the provision of accommodation for 
the Practical Science teaching. Though the room will be probably a little da.rk, 
yet it is on the whole satisfactory for a class of the strength likely to be 
taught in the Rajaram College. 

With regard to equipment for this Practical Science teaching the College 
was making grt:at efforts to make this as satisfactory as possible. The 
authorities discussed with the Committee the details of what was required, and 
were quite ready to spend the money necessary for the purpose ; and it will, so 
far as could be seen, be spent wisely. It mus~ be recognized, however, that 
a regular annual grant will be needed to keep this equipment up to date, and 
it is hoped that this will be available. As in so many other Colleges, the 
apparatus already in hand savoured rather of the Museum than of the working 
Laboratory, but with the advent of the new course it is hoped that it will be 
fu11y recoO'nized that apparatus is intended for use, and that when not used it 
merely en~umbers space which might be better employed. 

The library is a good one, is accessible, and is apparently well used. It i~ 
open during practically the whole of college hours. It contains 6,1370 books, 
a very goodly number, but a good deal of it consists of old literature rather 
than modern material. The amount now spent on it is inadequate (Rs. 428 
only has been spent in the last three years). even if it is only consiCiered. as a 
library for students reading up to the Intermediate ~tanda~d, an~ ~he Comm1tt~e 
would urge that more liberal treatment should be gtven to 1t. It ts a very satis
factory arrangement that the Professors and staff have f\Ccess•to ood can use tb.e 
State library which in certain lines is very well equipped with books, nnd thus 
supplements 'the College library. 

The number of students is 112, of whom none are resi~ent in fJle sense of 
their hostels being under the control of the College. BU~ t~~re are a number 
cf students' hostels in the city, which are under the supervt.Ston bf the State or 
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of inHuential·Committees for Jains, Mantthas, Lingayats and other sections of 
the community. In view of th~ existence of these hostels, the College has 
given up providing its own. ,hostel accommodation. While th!s .may be a 
wise arrangement, the Comm1ttee would urge that the College Prmmpal should 
have a very important voice in the management and conduct of such hostels, 
even when they are independent. 

The students are nearly all drawn from the Southern Maratha Country, 
and chiefly from the Southern Maratha States. They come from the following 
districts :-

Kolhapur State •.• 
Southern :Maratha. States 

••• 61 or 54·5 per cent. 
17 or 15·2 per cent. 
18 or 16•1 per cent. 
10 or 8·9 per cent. 

Southern Maratha Country (British) ••• 
Deccan ••• • •• 
Konkan. ••• • •• 5 or 4•5 per cent. 

1 or •9 per cent. Hyderabad (Deccan) • . • • •• 

Practically 70 per cent. of the students, therefore, came from the Southern 
Maratha States. In view of the demand which has arisen for a college for the 
Southern Maratha Country, it is important to notice how few students the 
Rajaram College draws from. that part of the country, ~>Utside the various 
Southern Maratha States. 

. At the time of the inspection there were 81 students in the Previous 
·Class and 31 in the Intermediate. The proportion is. a normal one, and about 
what would be expected. Judging by University results the College has done 
well. In the Previous Examination the percentage of passes has been 53, 37 
and 32 respectively in the past three years, while three ,s~udents have obtained 
First class and twenty-one Second class out of a total of eighty-two who passed. 
In the Intermediate Examination the number of passes has been for the last 
three years 61 per cent. of those sent up, of whom 16 out of 57 obtained Second 
class. · 

· The staff on the whole is good and experienced and appears sufficient for 
the work, though, as some of the Professors are engaged also in High School 
work, it is difficult to know how far it is really adequate. Some of the more 
experiAnced men are often called away on State duty •. The Professor o~ Science 
was away on such duty at the time of the inspection. 

The provision for athletics is good-particularly good-and all forms of 
sport are encouraged. 

In general, the Committee feel that the College is in a period of transition 
from being a mere appendage to the Rajaram High School to becoming an 
independent institution with a vigorous life of its own. Its numbers are grow
ing-growing fast-but the limit has been reached, unless more space and other 
facilities eyen more important are at its disposal.in.the future. 

D. MACKICHAN.· 
HAROLD H. MANN. 
H. SIERP, 8. J. 
1. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. BHABHA .. 



VII. 

BARODA COLLEGE. 

• This College is maintained by His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda and 
1s under the control of the Baroda Department o£ Education acting throuooh the 
:Minister of Education. ,.. 

It possesses imposing buildings of considerable architectural pretensions • · 
but the internal accommodation is far from being adequate to the needs of th~ 
College. When the College was last inspected. it was recommended that the 
High School Classes which now occupy a considerable portion of the available 
space should be removed to a separate building so as to leave a larger number 
of rooms at the disposal of the College. We understand that a new High 
School building is in C!)Urse of erection, but even with the additional space that 
will thus become available for the College the present building will not be fully 
adequate to its needs in view of recent changes in the curriculum of the 
University. Additional laboratories are required and while it might be 
possible to partially meet this need by utilising the rooms that will be vacated 
by the High School, the most satisfactory solution would be found in the 
erection of new laboratories in connection with the existing building. This 
College has from the beginning devoted considerable attention to the culti· 
vation of Science and it appears to us that His Highness the Maharaja of 
Baroda, who has done so much to encourage Technical Education in his capital 
might fitly complete his educational system by placing the Science department 
of his College on a more satisfactory footing. 

At present the College is so deficient in the kind of accommodation that 
is required for the teaching of Science that it proposes to utilise the public 
Ball of the College for the purposes of the first year's cJurse in Practical 
Physics. This is only a makeshift to meet the present distress-a temporary 
expedient which it is hoped it will not be necessary to continue beyond this 
year. 

The College is provided with several hostel buildings erected in different 
parts of the large campus in which the College is situated. Of aso students, 
151 are resident in the College-a good proportion. The older hostel is 
not a well arranged building. Several of its rooms are badly 1ighted and the 
general aspect is lacking in brightness. The newer buildings are a great 
improvement on the old. Near them stands the residence of one of the 
Professors who is responsible for the superintendence of the resident students. 

Sufficient attention is being paid to athletics. Within the College grounds 
space is found for all the usual College games. 

The College Library possesses a considArable collection of well-chosen books 
which finds accommodation in the gallery of the College Hall. The annual 
expenditure under this head seems to be on a fairly liberal scale. 

The supply of apparatus in the dep~rtments of Ph~sics, Chemistry and 
Biology appears to be adequate, the various collectiOns m the State Museum 
beinO" also made available for the students of the College. The want of proper 
Lab;ratory space made it difficult to judge fully of the adequacy of the 
apparatus for practical Laboratory wc;rk. A good deal has been •Spent on 
apparatus ; but much of it appeared to have b~en expended on showy apparatus 
which will seldom come into ordinary use, while o~ the ot~er. hand a~paratus 
for every day requirements was defici~nt. ~he mc?nvemence of havmg only 
one lecture room for Physics and Chemistry still contmues. 

The College staff consists· of two English Pro£essors-:-~hf:\ Principll and 
the Professor of Physics,-one French Professor and ten Ind1an. Profess,ors and 
two Fellows. Of the ten Indian Professors some were graduates of cons1derable 
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experience-others were men of limited experience who should rather ha ve 
entered the service of the College in the grade of Assistant Professors. 

W 8 discussed witli the Principal and the Professors the future programme 
of the College and were please.d to find that they intended to limit the number 
of Honours Courses to be provided for in the College by selecting only those 
courses for which they considered the College to be properly equipped. . 

The fact that a considerable number of students leave this College and 
join other Colleges for the most advanced parts of their courses seems to 
indicate that the teaching of the higher branches stands in need of strengthening. 
A College occupying the position which this College occupies in the State of 
Baroda ought to be able to retain its students and the fact that this College 
does not completely succeed in doing so seems to call for serious attention. 

· To whatever causes it may be due, there appeared to be in the College a 
lack · of that enthusiasm which calls forth the· best work both from the staff and 
~rom the students, 

D. MACKICHAN. 
HAROLD H. MAN.N. 
H. SIERP, S. J. 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. BHABIIA. 



VIII. 

FERGUSSON COLLEGE, POONA. 

This College is 11nder the control of the Governing Body of the Deccan 
Education Society which consists of eight. members of the· Council, three of 
whom are also members of the Co1lege Staff. . 

The College Staff consists of 21 Indian Professors, two of whom have 
proceeded to Germany for higher study. . 

. . . Of the la~ge body of students attending this College (835) 16•1 per cent. 
(134) were in residence at the. College, the remainder living in the city. .0£ 
these nearly 2 per cent • .were studying for the M.A., 4 per cent. were preparing 
for the examinations in Science, 28 per cent. were in the B. A. classes, 20 per 
cent. were studying for the Intermediate Examination in Arts and 46 per cent. 
for the Previous Examination. ... 

More than R6 per cent. of the students had selected Sanskrit as their 
Classical Language, a little over 4 per cent. had selected Persian, the remainder 
Pali and French. · 

Students were being. prepared for the B:-A• degree in all the optional 
courses and for the M~A. m seven of the recogmsed branches. 

Nearly S2 per cent. of the students belong to Poona, the remainder being 
drawn from over 30 different districts, about 24 per cent. of the total or nearly 
200 coming from the Southern Maratha Country and the Native States of that 
part of the Presidency. · 

The College Library contained a good selection of books belonging to the 
various departments of study included in the optional courses and the yearly 
allotment of funds to the Library appeared to be sufficient to provide for its 
steady growth. 

ln the year preceding the inspection Rs. 9,858 . had been expended on 
Chemical, Physical and Biological apparatus. Rs. 19,839 having been spent 
for this purpose during the three years that had elapsed since the last 
inspection. . , . 

The total expenditure on the College .was relatively to the number of the 
students small• t7i~ .• Rs. 59,110, of which Rs. 28,590 or a little over 48 per cent. 
of the total was spent on . the College Staff. The monthly value of the 
Scholarships was Rs. 322. 

During the past three years the success of the College in the l1niversity 
Examinations was maintained in all the .examinations except the Previous in 
which the percentage of passes showed a diminution such as took place in the 
()ase of nll the Colleges and due probably to the same cause. the unpreparedness 
of a large number of the candidates who were allowed to pass the Matriculation 
Examination of the preceding year. · 

The College occupies a large airy site on. the rising ground outside the 
citY' and recent acquisitions of land have. placed it in possession of- a fine athletic 
field available for all forms of . exetcise. It is compulsory on all resident 
students to take part in some form of physical exercise. 

We note that the Imperial grant was . to be devoted to sending a life 
member to England, the third to be thus sent abroad, fot the purpose of 
increasin«1 his efficiency as a teacher of English. ·This m~thod of preparing 
members t:)of the staff for more effective service deserves cai:nmendat1on and is one 
of many evidences that came under our observation of the enterprisipg spirit of 
the promoters of this College. · • . 

The tettlarkable growth of· this College has rendered necessary an extension 
of the buildin&s and at the time. of our visit a_ large new auditorium or theatre 
was nearin!:t ~ompletion, another building begun after theJaft inspection having 
been already completed.· 
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These buildings have been erected in a plain inexpensive style. They are 
strongly built and will serve well the purpose for which they have been con· 
structed although they lack the elegance which one would like to see in this 
large pile of educational buildings placed on so commanding a site. 

The growth of the College has led to serious overcrowdinO' in some of 
the class rooms. In the first year's class each division seemed to b; too large for 
effective teaching and the Intermediate class seemed to have reached the point 
at which sub-division was necessary. . 

The constant additions to the staff that· are thus rendered necessary 
were made by. drafting in new professors from the graduates of the ColleO'e. 
While several ·members of the staff were men of high qualifiations, a~d 
trained by . considerable experience it could not be said of all that they were · 
qualified to occupy the position of professors in a College. 'rhey had taken high 
degrees but they had not in all cases been trained by previous experience as 
. assista~t pro~essors to fill the posit~ons which were being assigned to them. We 
fear that' this method of appointmg numb.ers of men from year to year to 
meet the demands of growing classes may tend to lower the standard of the · 
professoriate in this College. Professors do not arise within our University with 
the same rapidity with which the size ·of College classes increases and in the 
opinion of the , Committee it would be wise to institute a preparatory grade of 
Assistant Professors, i~ order that the position of Professors should be reserved 
for. men who bad not only distinguished themselves at the University but had 
also won 'by experience a title to the position of a Oollege Professor . 

. The laboratories and apparatus, as the financial returns submitted to us · 
shewed,. were receiving a considerable amount of attention from the College 
authorities. In the department of Physics the apparatus appeared to us to be 
adequate for the courses hitherto taught. A characteristic feature was the 
manufacture in the Ooll~ge itself of a number of the instruments in use in this 
department • 

. This is a .satisfactory evidence of the zeal with which the Professor in this 
department discharges his duties.· The instruments· thus produced lacked the 
finish of those imported from outsideJ but they· seemed to be quite adequate 
to .their purpose and if the' students are kept in touch with the methods of their 
construction they mus't have their· own special -value from the point of view 
of education in the manipulation of scientific apparatus. 

The equipment in the Physical Department appears to us to be more 
satisfactory tban that provided in· the two other departments of Science. . The 
Chemical Laboratory is small and its appliances are much less complete. No 
doubt they· serve the purpose so far as they go, but some of the arrangemen,ts 
are rather crude. It is important to be able to extemporise appliances; but 
there is both comfort and intellectual improvement to be gained from good 
fittings and neatly arranged apparatus. 

The collections in the Nat ural Science Department were extensive and a 
considerable sum of money had been expended on them. They consisted,· 
however, too largely of imported models and specimenS' which cannot take the 
place of collections made locally by the Professor and his co. workers. The 
Botanical Garden is well kept and well arranged. The attention bestowed 
upon it is an evidence of the desire of this College to do its best in each of the 
departments of study that it seeks to cultivate. 

The College hostel appeared to us to be well managed and its appointments 
suited to the needs of the students. It provides a healthy home for the students 
who have the privilege of residing there; but a College with such a large 
attendance would seem to require much more accommodation of this kind than 
is at present available, The attention of. the Oollege authorities should. be 
directed to this. need. A very large number of the students reside in the city 
of Poona. 'under co~ditions very different from those which obtain in the 
extemsive grounds of the CollEge and we should be glad to see the hostel 
accommodation doubled. Sites in the neighbourhood of the College are 
inexpensive compafed with those that are available in a large city and with such 
facilities for host~l extension the College should be urged to expand its accom· 
modation fot- the residence of its students. 
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We have already suggested that the College attendilnce has increased with 
too great rapidity. We have grave doubts as to the possibility of maintaining 
the influence of a College over such an enormous body of students. The time 
appears to have arrived for the founding of more Colleges in this Presidency. 
The opening of a College in the southern section of the Presidency would 
greatly relieve the Colleges in Poona and also to some extent those of Bombay 
and every encouragement ought to be given to efforts that are being made to 
render this possible. 

This College appeared to contemplate Honours courses in practically all the 
subjects of the B. A. curriculum. Considering the staff available it seemed to 
us that in this respect the aim3 of the College were too comprehensive. 
Concentration on a. certain limited number of subjects wquld be advisable. 

In the post-graduate courses there was systematic instruction in 
some subjects; but as elsewhere this department of the work was only 
partially organised •. Colleges in Poona cannot avail themselves of th-3 oppor
tunity for post-graduate study ·the University proposes ~o open to Bombay 
students ; but there seems t~ be no reason why Poona should not participate 
in the benefit of a similar scheme. We understand that the Deccan College 
and the Fergusson College have certain intercollegiate arrangements for 
advanced· study in Mathematics. This system seems capable of further 
expansion. 

We cannot close our report on this College without bearing testimony to 
the zeal and enterprise which are manifest in every department of its work. 
The majority of its staff are life members of the Society. They live for the College 
and they have succeeded in making it a success so far as this can be gauged by 
the results of University Examinations; but our observation of the methods of 
its work gave us the impressio~ that too .great stress w~s being laid up:m 
Examination success and too little on thmgs that constitute real educatiOn. 
It gave the Committee the impression that t~e stu~ents w.ere working mainly 
for examinations and that the Professors m thetr teachmg appeared to be 
animat~d too much by similar considerations. 

D. 1\IACKICHAN. 
HAROLD H. MANN. 

H. SIERP, S. J. 

L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. BHABHA. 



IX. 

SAMALDAS COLLEGE. 

The Bhavnagar College is the smallest of the First Grade ColleO'eS affiliated 
to the Bombay University, the total number of ttudents being 123 ° at the time 
of the inspection. It is maintained by the Bhavnagar State and is under the 
immediate supervision of the Divan Saheb. 

The College is a fine building providing ample accommodation for the 
classes taught. A new hostel, to accommodate 30 students, was under 
construction at the time of inspection. After the completion of this buildinO' 
there will be accommodation for 58 students, or 47 per cent. of the tot:t 
number of studen~s. As the College is essentia11y a BhavnaO'ar ColleO'e and 
draws the majority of its students from that town, this provision °seems 
to be large enough, rather too large if only intended for outsiders. But it 
seems that many students from the town prefer the ColleO'e quarters to their 
homes, especially as there is no room·rent to be paid. o . 

Of the 123 students, 61 per cent. are in the Previous Class, 16·2 per 
cent. in t~e Interme~iate and ~3·8 per cent. in the B.A. Cl~ss. The large 
percentage 1n the PreVIous Class 1s mostly due to the large mcrease in the 
attendance which has risen to almost double that of preceding years. 

In the B.A. course History attracts the majority of . stude~ts, f)tz., 
50 per cent.; 17•9 per cent. take Literature, the same percentage takes Mathe· 
matics and 14"2 per cent. Logic and Philosophy. 

The library is well stocked and well equipped. 
The teaching of Physics in the Intermediate Class has been greatly 

improved and we were glad to see that the pr.eparations for teaching the new 
course of the first year were well devised and in a fair ~ate of progress. 

One cannot help feeling that it must be very hard for the staff which 
contains some members of high scientific attainments, to work under circum .. 
stances that are far from encouraging. The College tries to maintain a position 
which is above its means. The staff is underpaid and inadequate, especially 
for teaching the new courses. Sixteen hours' teaching seems already to be rather 
too much for the Principal, btlt the introduction of the new courses will mean an 
addition of several hours a. week to what might appear to be the maximum for any 
.Professor. The smallness of the staff makes some extraordinary combinations 
necessary, for instance one Professor has to teach, unassisted, History 'in the 
Previous Class, History and Political Economy in the B.A. Obligatory and the 
B.A. Voluntary and English in the B.A.; Voluntary. 

The smallness of certain classes is another striking feature of this College. 
The. total number of students, as mentioned already is 123 ; of whom 7 5 are 
in the Previous, 20 in the Intermediate and 28 in the B.A. Class. 

Looking at these figures and the smallness of the staff one is tempted to 
ask whether it is worth while to maintain voluntary B.A. courses, in Logic and 
Moral Philosophy and in Mathematics with 4 or 5 students in each, in a two years' 
course. Even an Intermediate Class of 20 students seems to be too small in 
proportion to the necessary work and expenses. 

There is evidently need for a First year's Class at Bhavnaga.r, as the rela-
tively large number (75) shows and we would suggest that this class should be 
retained. But we venture to think that the funds expended at present on 
hiO'her College work, beyond the Previous, could be utilised with more 
ad;antaO'e in other directions. There is evidently rieed for technical and agri• 
·cultural
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education in Kathiawar for which at present no provision is made. It 
seems to the Committe that Bhavnagar should try to use its rea;ources in that 
direction, leaving to the other College in Kathiawar the higher Arts courses. 
Such a step would solve ~be long. ~anding difficulty of.two !r~s·Colleges in a 
relatively small area aod gam for Bnavnagar the honour of havmg started an 
Institute which will have a far-reaching in8.uence on the development of 
Kathiawar. . ' 

D. 1\IACi:ICHA~. 
HAROLD H. MANN. 
JI. SI~AP, ·s. J." 
L. .T. ROSE-HUTCHIN:§ON. 
H. J. BHAlUIA. 
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x. 
D. J. SIND COLLEGE. 

This Co11ege which was founded in Karachi a litt]e over quarter of a centurv 
ago is under the control of the Sind College Board. This Board consists of five 
ex officio members, who are leading Government officials, two members appoint
ed ~y Government and abou~ sixteen n.on-official mem~ers elected by various · 
bodtes throughout the provmce. SubJect to the ultxmate authority of this 
Board the practical administration is carried on by a Standing Committee one-half 
of the members being nominated by the President who is the Oommi~sioner in 
Sind, ~be other ~alf being appointed by the Board. At present this Standing 
Oommxttee consists of four members, two of whom are Government officials and 
two are non~offidal members of the Board. The Principal of the College is 
Secretary of the Board but is only a consultative member. 

The· Principal expressed him!:lelf as satisfied with this arrangement; but it 
appears to us desirable that the Principal should be an ex offic&o member of the 
Board enjoying the same privileges as every other member. We found that the 
staff of the College as a whole were not satisfied with the relations now existing 
between the Governing Board and the College. They appeared to feel they were 
not sufficiently in touch with the management and in our opinion a heartier and 
more enthusiastic co-operation between the Board and the College staff would be 
secured if the latter had the right of nominating one or two of its members to 
seats on the Board. This would render impossible the complaint which was 
made to us by a number of the membt:Jrs of the staff that they were kept in the . 
dark as to the plans of the Board. .. 

This College has participated in the recent remarkable expansion in the 
numbers on the rolls of the Arts Colleges of the University. The numbers on 
the rolls of the Previous Class are more than one·half of the whole attendance •. 
This the Principal attributes to the leniency of recent Matriculation E:taminations. 

The success of the College in the University Examinations has maintained 
as in former years a high level, but for the reasons which have been stated in 
the first part of this report, it is not possible to draw reliable inferences from 
the percentages reported. We think that notwithstanding the unsatisfactoriness 
of the present method of estimating these percentages, it may reasonably be con· 
eluded that the capacity of the Sindi students is above the average and that the ' 
D. J. College supplies them with efficient means of instruction. 

We noted that great attention was being paid to athletics and that this 
Col1ege offered facilities for athletic culture quite equal to those which are to be 
found in some of the largest Colleges. · 

The hostel accommodation although not adequate to the needs of the 
College is excellent and the arrangements for its supervision are very satisfac· 
tory. The building contains a number of large well-furnished airy rooms with 
spacious verandahs. The College is now pushing forward the scheme for a 
second hostel and when these efforts are successful the College will be fully 
provided with the accommodation that is needed for those students whose homes 
are at a distance from the city. 

The ColleO'e building bas undergone extensive repairs since the date of 
last inspection~ Vfooden beams have been substituted for the iron-gi~de.rs which 
were considered to be responsible for the cracks throughout the bulldmg that 
awakened anxiety as to its stability, and it is to be hoped that the building which 
is a handsome structure is now sec11re. • 

The College possesses a well-equipped library which receives a liberal grant 
from the College funds. It has also a smaller. library which is .un~er the 
manaCYement of the students themselves and proVldes books and perwdwals for 

0 • 
general read10g. 

We found that arranCYements were being made for tbe tnstructi~n of the 
first year's class in Practi~al Physics under the new U niversit) scheme of studies. 
The arrangements proposed appeared to us to be adequa~e ,for .the purpose. 

In view of ~he extent to wh\ch t•he qollege in~nds t~ take "part .in Science. 
teaching in all the n~w course~ it is necessary to call attent1on to the madequ.acy 
of the College stall. • • 
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There is only one Professor and one Lecturer for the Physics and Ohemis• 
try courses. Even with ~he add~t~on of deD!-ons~rators. to assist in the work of 
the elementary course thts prov1s1on is· qmte InsuffiCient. Another full-time . 
profe8sor is needed. This was felt long ago, bnt through a mistake on the part 
of the Board referred to in the last inspection report a Professor of Natural Science 
was brought out from England, a considerable· portion of whose time is devoted 
to the teaching of English, the work required in the department of Biology being 
insufficient to ela.im the whole time of a. professor on tile scale which. obtains in 
this College. It was a Professor in the department of Physics or Chemistry 

r that was wanted; but the word " Science" without any further qualification 
having been used in the letter sent to England by the Board, the department of 
Natnral Science was provided for and that of Physics and Chemistry was left 
understaffed. The professor sent out has done valuable work for the College; 
but its most pressing needs remain unrelieved. This seems to show the need for 
a much closet" touch ~ween the staff and the Board than exists at present. 

·The· Physical and-Ohemimil Laboratories- appeared to ttS' to be very insnffi. 
ciently equipped. Much of .the apparatus was badly out of repair. The general 
unsatisfactory condition of the College· in its Science Department is not. due to 
an.r ne;tlect on the part of the indefatigable Professor who has charge of this 
SE'Ction, but simply to the inadeqnaey or th& staff of the Oollege in this bra.ach 
of its work. We would recrommend the University t<> insist oa the appointment 
of. a~ a.dditional Professor in this department. . · 

. . This is all the more necessary in view of the farge number of Honours 
Courses. which the.College. appeared to have in contemplation-courses for which 
th& College has. not. the .necessary equipment. It. seemed to us that this whole 

· question had no.~ been: considered with. sufficient. seriousness and when we met 
the staff we found that the Professors as a whole were of opinion that they ought 
to. curtail· the number. of subjects ,in . w.hich Honours courses · should be 
undertaken. . . . ' 

. -The. present staff comsist.s of two Europeans,. the· Principal and the Pcofessor 
of English aud Biology; six Indiar.t Professoi'Si a.nd on& Lecturer (in Physics an(} 
Chemistry), together with three. Da.kshina. Fellows. Tbe Board has provided 
salaries-. for it~ Indian Professors su.fficient to attract and retain the services of 
men of ability, and we.'.found th& standard of the Indian professoriate in. this 
College to be as high. as. iu most of. the Colleges of the 'University. 

· · We Jearn that a.rrangemen ts• are- now- onder the considel'ation of the Govern• 
ment according to- which the two· European members: of the staff shall oocome 
memb~rs of the Edneationai·Departmeot, the- Indian members to remain as. they 
now are, ProfessOl"S· appointed by the. Board. Sind still flesires to have its 
College remain a.n aided Collega under: independent management-a desire with 
which we cannot but sympathise. · It is no part. of our province to discruss the 
new }lolicy. We think it. our duty to refer to it and to point out the novelty of 
.the experiment. aboat. to. be made, . We feel doubtful as to the success of the 
experiment in a College, the· staff ol which. did not appear to us to snow evidence 
of perfectly harmonious. working even under present conditions.. We were struck 
dnring our toar thr011gh the Presidency by the number of Sindi students. whom 
.we found scattered over the various CDlleges of the Presideucy. Even ariowi'ug 
for the migratory tendencies of the Sindi students,, it seemed to us. an excep· 
. tional feature in College life that so many Sindi students sllould detach them• 
selves from their Oollege and' take· the- more advanced parts. of tlieir. course in 
other CollegeS'. It is not desirable that thiS' practice- should• prevail so' largely 
as it seems to do in this particular casB', and the influence· vf the: College is im• 
paired by thesE:t freqttent desertions. We could. not escape• the eonvictioo_ that 
this College'started by the Sind Board of Education· had no~ yet: succeeded in 
enlisting tpe srmpa.thy and interest. of the whole province. Sectional differences 

. and jealousies seezrufd to. stanci in th& way of this much to be desired result. It 
is. o11r conviction, that unless the College. succeeds in breakidg down these diff'er
ences it can never accomplish the purpose of its founders and oecome w&at it 
ought to• be, the c;rovn «:>f the. educational system of the province of Sin a. 

D. MACKIOHAN. 
HAROLD.• H .. MANN. 

, H.. SIERP, S .. J .. 
L. '!' .. ROSE-HUTOHI'NSON. 
H. J. BHA]jUA. 



XI. 

BAHAUDDIN COLL~GE. 

~he- Jnnagad Calls~e iS" on~. of thEJ fi.rtest ~ol1~g~ bui~dings in the· Bombay 
Pres1dency, and beatttlfttlly Situated.- It ts dt.vtded mto three· patts1 two 
side wings for class rooms and a central hal11 which occupies more than 
balE the available· space.. The wings contain 16 class rooms,. ail ol the same 
size., The College grounds are very large and contain. two cricket· fields· and 
two tennis courts... · 

. ~u spite of its i'mposing bnilding' tb~ (JQUe~e ha;EJ fol" at long- time· been 
auffertng badly from· wa.nt · of room.. Of: the: 15· class: r-oums, eight are at 
preaent occupied by the High Sc'h<Yol- leaving to thEj· Ooneg~ only a. similar 
no ttl bel" ~· r:oomt:t s.nd the central ha.ll ~hich. Js: u~d. as library,. readin·g room 
and examtnatu:m hall. More' actmmiilodatr(m for College: olas-~es. should be found 
as soon as possible and we are glad to hear that the removal of' the High School 
classes is imminent.. Aa S(()((ml aSt ~ccommodation for the High School classes 
has been found elsewhere-, and the new building £or the teaching of Physics in 
the First Year's Class which is under construction, is finished, the ColleO'e will 
have sufficient. roolll fol' it~ proper development. 

0 

The staff of th~ CoUega· consistS! of men of high qualifications and educa. 
ional experience, many of its members having been connected with the Colleoe 
from its beginning,· more than 10 years ago. They do their work with enthusias

0
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and marked success, as the examination results show. 'rhe great number of 
failures in 1911 was due to plague causing the closing of the lectures in the 
middle of August. 

There cannot, however, be any doubt that the staff needs considerable 
strengthening if it is to be equal to the task of teaching the nf:lw courses, even 
if some of the vo]untary subjects, taught at present, are given up. Even under 
the old rules it seems rather ambitious to teach in the B. A. Class Voluntary 
English with 3 different Second Languages, Logic and Moral Philosophy, Mathe· 
matics, Physics and Chemistry, History and Political Economy with the small 
staff which the College at present possesses. It is also clearly impossible for 
one man to teach Physics in the Intermediate and the B. A. Voluntary together 
with Chemistry, even if helped by an Assistant who is at the same time Chemi· 
cal Analyser to Government and College Librarian. Again, it seems expecting · 
too much of a man to make him teach Poetry and Composition in the Inter
mediate class and Eng1ish Voluntary in the B. A. class in addition to Logic and 
Moral :Philosophy. · 

The number of Voluntary subject~ in the B. A. classes should be limited. At 
present History and Languages attract the majority of students, the former 58·8 
per cent, and the latter 26 per cent, of all the B. A. students. There are only 
5 students or 10·8 per cent, taking :Physics and Chemistry, whilst Logic and 
'Philosophy and Mathematics have only one student each. We suggest that the 
subjects which attract very few students, be dropped and the staff be strengthened· 
in the remaining ones. It is also very doubtful whether French should be kept 
for the B. A. course, Whilst Sanskrit attracted last year 65'2 per cent, of the 
B. A. students and Persian 26 per cent., the number of B. A. students taking 
French was only 8·8 per cent. of the whole. 

There is a large number of .M. A. stu1ents at the College, more than 
8 per cent. of the students. Considering the large amount o! fvork w.hich the 
Professors have to do, the teaching for the M.A. must remaijl p.nsatlsfactory 
and the Committee is decidedly of opinion that it should be dropped as soon as 
possible. 

At the time of inspection 50 per cent. of the students w~re in the P. E., 
20 per cent. in the Intermediate and about 3~ per Qent. m the·B. A. class. 
The proportions are normal and apparently there 1s not mSLch lea~ge after the 
Intermediate Examination. 
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There are good hostels near the college which provide room for 95 students 
and three Professors, 

The College Library is good, but not sufficiently accessible, as it is open 
for not more than li hour daily. · 

In spite of the fact that there are two full Colleges in Kathiawar, many 
Kathiawar students leave their native country and spend their College career at 
outside centres. This is evidently very unsatisfactory and the utmost efforts 
should be made to prevent this leakage as soon as possible. · 

The only.way of accomplishing this is to have one very efficient College in 
K~thiawar, which should fulfil the highest requirements. This however requires 
an amalgamation of the ·two existing Colleges, as two rival Colleges in the imme. 
diate neighbourhood of each other will never succeed in meeting the educational 
wants of the young men of the Province. The continually increasing require· 
ments of University education make it impossible for an individual State to cope 
with the problem. Co-operation is necessary and we hope that minor difficulties 
will be overcome in order to create a College which can stand comparison with 
other institutions of the Bombay University and be worthy of Kathlawar. 

D. MACKICH.AN. 

HAROLD H. MANN. 

H. SIERP ,· S. J. 

L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 

H. J. BHABHA. 



XII. 

PROFESSOR GAJJAR'S TECHNO-CHEMICAL LABORATORY, BOMBAY. 

. This Laboratory was not visited by the Committee, Professor Gajjar having 
informed them that at present no work was being carried on in it in connection 
with t.be University courses. He informed us also that he had not closed the 
laboratory and that it would be still maintained for some time in readiness for use 
by students of the University in case its services might at any time ·be required. 



XIII. 

GOVERNMENT LAW SCHOOL. 

This College· continues to be conducted on the lines that have been followed 
for a number of years. It draws its students from the Arts graduates of the 
University and as the· number of such graduates is continually increasinO', the 
t•olls of the College show a growing influx of students. Last year there 

0 
were 

297 in the first year's class and 165 in the second year, a total of 462, which has 
been considerably exceeded during the current year. 

The College makes use of the class-rooms of Elphinstone College after the 
usual College hours. With its staff of six: Professors including the Principal it 
has a.U the appearance of a fully equipped College in Law. 

The only premises which belong exclusively to the College are the larO'e hall 
with a smaller room attached to it which occupies the ground floor of the b~ilding 
in which the Elphinstone College is situated. These rooms contain the Library 
of the College, which consists of a valuable collection of Law books and Law 
Reports. It is probably here that the chief value of the institution is to be found, 
a.s the students who have generally a large amount of time at their disposal can, if so 
inclined, pursue in the Library their private study of the subjects of their course. 
The suggestion made to us by the Principal that it would be a great advantage 
to these students to have expert guidance in the use of the Library is a valuable 
one. We would bring this matter to the notice of the University and suggest 
that steps should be taken to give effect to the proposal. 

As we have indicated above, the College possesses a large staff of highly 
qualified professors, learned in their various departments. The connection of 
each of these with the College is limited to an houxls lecture during a few 
evenings in each week of the term. However seriously they may be disposed 
to regard the limited duties assigned to them, even a casual visit to the classes is 
sufficient to show that only an extremely limited section of these classes take their 
work seriously. We found one class-room, the largest available, overcrowded 
with an attendance of more than 300 students, of whom only those who sat in the 
front benches were able to hear the lecture and derive any profit from it. 
The remainder were satisfied to have their attendance registered. This is done 
by a very laborious system of entries in a College register, in which each 
student daily signs his name. The process occupies about an hour of the time 
preceding the lectures. That students regarded this as the main advantage 
to be derived from their attendance at the College was obvious from the amount 
of literature-certainly not bearing on their studies, novels,etc.,-with which they 
fortified themselves against the lecture hour. In another class-room we found 
that certain points of vantage which couid scarcely be regarded as parts of 
the class-room were preferred to the raised benches opposite the lecturer's 
platform which were by no means filled. 

We were confirmed by what we saw in the opinion which is generally enter· 
tained, that for most students attendance at this College has too long been a 
mere form to be gone through in obedience to University requirements. We 
believe that none are more conscious of this than the Principal and Professors 
themselves who are in some cases endeavouring to make the work of their classes 
a reality. Our observations are intended to cast no reflection on. the.m, but 
only on the system under which they are called to work. IR lookmg toto the 
finances we discovered that Government is makinO' an annual profit of about 
Rs. 16,000 on these courses of study. For many

0 

y~ars tl:fis 'institution has 
been worked at a profit to Government and in recent years the amount of the 
profit has been in the neighbourhood of the s~m above stated. We feel that 
it is the first duty of Government to devote thxs money to the purposes of the • 
institution. 'V e would suggest as a first step the ca111J"~mg o~t m some form 
of the Principal's proposal that students making use of the L1brary should ba 
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under expert guidance in their reading. But this is a very small instalment of 
the reforms that are needed, There ought to be a fully equipped Law School 
with its own lecture-rooms, attended by students not simply at the closing hour of 
the day but at other hollrs also with a staff sufficient to secure efficient teachin(J' 
not tilerely of a small fraction of the students but of the whole body. w: 
would invite the University of Bombay to address itself seriously to the 
problem of placing the studies in the Faculty of Law on a proper footing and 
organising for this purpose, as has been done already in the Calcutta and Madras 
Universities, a LJlw C.ollege th~t shall be a College not merely in name but in the 
full sense of what that name ought to stand for. As at present organised it is not 
a College and if the present arrangements are perpetuated they will continue 
to bring djs~redit to the l]piversity. 

~VeJ'y UPiversity of any standing in other countries which possesses a 
Faculty of Law has also its full·time professors and while as a· rule eminent 
practitioners cannot be expected to sacrifice the practice of their profession to 
the teaching o~ Law, it ought to be possible to find men of high attainments in tbi~ 
branch of knowledge who would prefer the academic life to that of the Court.s of 
Law. Instead of a number of men devoting a portio~ ot their time to lt~ctur· 
ing, a . t\~Jn&ll nui.llber of properly paid' professors whose whole work should 
consil;lt in teaching and guiding .the studies of students in this Faoulty would 
prove a. a.tUQh more effective instrument of University education, We believe 
that th~ time is fully 'come for transforming this institution into a really efficient 
_College. Even the funds that are now available would go a long way towards 
the ;.tchievement of this object and Government, which has for many years 
enjoyed quite a large revenue from the institutic;m as it is. now conduoted, 
might well be e~pected' to furnish any additional contributions that might be 
necessary for the completion of such a scheme. We would, therefore, recommend 
the Unive~sity to denl at the earliest opportunity with this urgent problem and 
to invite the· co-operation of Government in the·measures that may be found 
neces~ary it\ order to deal effectively with it. We would further sugg~st that if 
a scheme of this kind were carried into effect,•a considerable amount of space 
now used for the Law Library would thus become available fot' the 

-purposes of the Elphinstone College which is not too liberally provided with 
accommodation. · 

D. !!ACKICHAN. 

HAROLD H. ~rANN. 

H. SIERP, S. J. 

L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. BHABHA. 



XIV. 

GRANT MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

This is the only College which shows a diminution in the number of its 
students; but as this reduction in the numbers is due to a careful selection of 
the stude~ts to be admitted ~nd a limitation of t~eir, n~mber proportioned to 
~he cap?c1ty of t~e Co~lege, 1t must ?e regarded w1th satisfaction. The College 
IS certam to attam an Increased effimency under these conditions which offer to 
the individual student a greater opportunity for profitable study in the lecture 
room, and especially in the practical and clinical classes. 

Tbe number of students shown in the College returns was 486 of whom • 
more than one• half are Hindus, nearly one· fourth are Parsis and the' remainder 
are Christians, Jews and Muhammadans. 

The College is passing through a transition period. The old courses have 
disappeared gradually since the date of the last inspection and the new courses 
have come into full operation. We note, confining our observation to the new 
cours?s• ~he smal.l proportion of successful candidates in the three University 
exammahons whtch lead up to the M. B., B. S. degree. In the first examination 
51 per cent. were successful, in the second 88 per cent. and in the final examina• 
tion 17 per cent., 4 pas~ing out of 23. 

No doubt this large percentage of failures may be satisfactory from the 
point of view of public safety, but it is not satisfactory from the point of view 
of the College or the University. It was probably due to the fact that in this 
period of transition from the old courses to the new, the students of the College 
bad not learned that the standard of attainment required by the University for 
the new degree was very different from that which they were accustomed to 
associate with the examinations for the old degree of L. M. & S. 

The staff of this College is large in respect of Professors and Lecturers and 
their assistants whether Tutors or Fellows ; but the almost entire absence from 
the list of full-time Professors must affect the general efficiency of the College .. 
We are aware that in no University are the Medical Colleges manned entirely 
by Professors whose whole time is devoted to teaching. Medical Professors in 
certain departments must be in touch with medical practice if their work is 
to keep pace with the general advance of their science; but there are many 
subjects in the medical curriculum with regard to which this does not hold, 
and we believe that there is room in this College for a larger number of full-time 
Frofessors. We note that certain disadvantageous arrangements of very old 
standing remain unchanged. The rule of the Indian Medical Service which 
adds to the duties of the Resident Surgeon of the European General Hospital, 
thosa of Professor of Materia Medica in the Grant Medical College is one which 
cannot stand examination and amongst its other disadvantages it still results 
as in former days in short-lived Professorships. 

The relation of this College to the Indian Medical Service is the explana
tion of this and other anomalies which one encounters in studying the 
arrangements of the College. We observe that Government has on various 
occasions recognised the necessity of modifying these arrangements and is now 
adding to the staff Professors who are not members of the Indian Medical Ser• 
vice. Care must, however, be taken to see that Professors thus appointed are 
not only specialists in their respective s~bjects, but are also men of the sa:me 
hiO'h qualifications and of the same experience as the members of the Indtan 
~~~dical Service who have hitherto held such appointmer.ts. ' ' 

The position of tha Principal of this College is. one of great ~dministrati.ve 
responsibility and ought not to be regarded as simply a step . m. the offict~l 
career of a member of the Indian :Medical Service. If. the Prmmpal . of th1s 
College is to be promoted in the ranks of the Service, t\le only, appomtment 
\vhich he ought to look forward to should be that of Surgeon-General and he 
should under no circumstances ~e t;ansferred to milital'y'<iu.ty, We would also 
sugg~st that il• is not in the in~erests of, th(\ Coll~ge to appot~t ~o the office of 
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Principal a member of the service who is near promotion or near the termina
tion of his service. 

Notwithstanding these peculiar. features in the constitution of the College 
it is to be congratulated on the position which it has won for itself and the 
distinct!on it has bro?ght. to the U ~i varsity •. It is essentially a progressive 
institutiOn. Each U mvers1ty Inspectwn Commtttee finda new developments in 
progress. The mo.st conspic~ous dev~lopments w~ich ~e noted were th~ addition 
to the College of Its splendtdly eqUipped Physwlogtcal Laboratory m which 
opportunitiea for the most advanced work in Physiology are afforded and the· 
completion of the large lecture theatre adjoining it which was in course of 
construction at the time of the last inspection. These form a most important 
addition to the already extensive collection of buildings that fill the great 
compound of the Ool1ege and Hospital. 

In marked contrast with these are .the laboratories and class-rooms 
· devoted to. several of the other departments. The class-room in which the 
Professor~ of Chemistry and Ph~sics deliver th~ir lectures is still unsatisfactory, 
although It has undergone some Improvement smce the date of the last inspec· 
tion. It still leaves much to be desired. 'l'he Pathological Museum is a small 
room limited in space and consequently in facilities for extension. The small 
collection of specimens which. it contains would hardly appear to be in keeping 
with the great. importance of a museum of this kind for teaching purposes or 
the wealth of material which must be available from the lar~e group of hospitals 
in the same compound. 
- The number of class-rooms available for lecture purposes appears to us. 

to be very much below the number required for a College containing about 500 
students and to be altogether out of propotion to the number of lectures and 
tutorial classes provided for in the Syllabus and required .by the University 
curriculum. Enquiry elicited the fact that considerable difficulty is experienced 
in filling in all the lectures and classes and that in some cases, owing to the lack 
of proper accommodation, arrangements have had to be made that can hardly be 
considered satisfactory, while tutorial classes are largely limited by the same 
consideration. The departments for the teaching of Biology, Materia Medica, 
Pharmacology and Bacteriology are vet·y much in need of proper accommodation 
and facilities for teaching, while the department of Ph] sics although it has 

. recenly been improved, is much cramped and requires extension. This question 
of additional accommodation appears to us to call for immediate action. The 
College has long since outgrown its buildings. 

In this connection we noted ~hat a very large portion of the main College ' 
building is occupied by the Departrpent of the Chemical Analyser to Government. 
This department being absolutely separate and distinct from the College, it seems 
to us extraordinary that, in face of the general overcrowding referred to, it should 
continue to be housed in the College buildings, thereby hindering the develop
ment and expansion of the College itself. We were informed that the question of 
removing the Chemical Analyser's Department out of the College building has been 
under consideration for a long time past, but that nothing has up to the present 
been decided. We therefore take this opportunity of supporting in the stro'lgest · 
manner possible the energetic demand of the Principal for its expulsion contained 
in the last report of the Co1lege. Not only is the Chemical Analyser's Depart
ment itself in great need of larger and more suitable premises but its continued 
presence in the College buildings deprives the College of space which is urgently 
required for its own purposes. The removal of this department would provide 
for the expansion of the Physical Laboratory of the College and would also afford 
accommodation for Biology. Materia :Medica classes would be well accommo
dated in the Petit laboratory which has recently been vacated by the Phy
siological Dep~rtment. The Bacteriological Laboratory cannot be suitably accom
modated in any of the existing buildings and a new building is urgently required 
for this departi!l'Bnt. c 

We were impressed by the large number of Tutors and Fellows on the staff of 
this College, but learned to our disappointment that by reason of want of teaching 
room and of a wise organization of this large auxiliary force the individual 
help recei;ed by stbdtmts in the "Various branches of their studies was much less 
than might a ave b~en expectf>d and much less than it ought to be. We are of 
opinion that the reorg~lDisation of this staff and the provision of accommodation 
for its work would greatly ipcrease the efaciency of the teach,ing without any 
substantial addition to the ammal'ex:p::mditure.c Such a re-organisation would 
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also serve a most useful purpose in the discovery of men suited for promotion 
to the higher teaching appointments in the College. 

The College Library is housed on the first floor of the main College building 
which it shares with the Pathological Museum. The library contains a large 
collection of scientific books, memoirs and periodicals, a considerable proportion 
of which are old editions which are merely of historical value. The number of 
modern works on m·edical and other scientific subjects does not appear to us 
to be in proportion to the needs of this large College, more especially as it is the 
only ~:ledical College in the Presidency and the Library is the only reference 
Library of its kind available for medical graduates. . 

The present Library grant is Rs. 1,000 per annum, a sum which has to 
cover the cost of books and periodicals as well as the binding of the latter. 
The very large range of the subjects comprised in the curriculum would suggest 
that this grant is quite inadequate. The library catalogue is entirely out of date, 
the last edition having been compiled in 1892 more than twenty years ago. 
There is no whole-time librarian, a single c1erk being responsible for the duties 
of librarian as well as the preparation and care of the :Museum specimens. 
The Committee feel that under the circumstances the College Library cannot 
satisfactorily fulfil its object and strongly recommend the early appointment of 
a full-time librarian, the compilation of an up-to·date catalogue, and a liberal 
increase in the Library Grant. . 

The College hostel has been the subject of much adverse criticism both from 
within and from without the College. The lighting and ventilation of the rooms 
particularly called forth the strong condemnation of the last Committee of 
Inspection. Since the time of the· last inspection various means have been 
adopted with a view to improve the lighting and ventilation of several of the 
rooms and considerable improvement has thereby been effected. The general 
design of the building, its proximity to the main road on one side and the 
Dyculla Iron-works on another side are conditions, however, that can only 
continue to call forth adverse criticism at each recurring inspection, and it seems 
to us ar.a anomaly that of all the Colleges the .Medical College should have been 
provided with a building so unsuitably placed and of such an unsatisfactory 
design. 

We were informed that the widening of the main road contemplated by the 
City Improvement Trust threatens to bring the new avenue up to within some 
four feet of the plinth of the building. If this scheme matures the position of 
the hostel as now located will become simply impossible and the wing of the 
building which faces the main road will be wholly useless for the purposes for 
which it is intended. Notwithstanding these adverse circumstances the rooms 
are full and more hostel accommodation is required to meet the demand. In 
view of the neighbourhood in which the College is situated, it is most necessary 
that a·iditional hostel accommodation should be proviued at an early date and 
that in any scheme for increased hostel accommodation special attention should 
be paid to the securing of a site that will ensure quiet and freedom from 
external distractions and a design that will provide sufficient light and 
ventilation. Till such provision is made the hostel accommodation in this 
College must continue to be unsatisfactory. 

Our notice was specially directed to the .lo~ation o~ a pu~lio latrine abut. 
tinO' on the ColleO'e grounds. The close prox1m1ty of thts latrme to the College 
ho~tel and the re~idential quarters for Assistant Surgeons is from every point 
of view to be most strongly condemned, and it is to be hoped that the .Munici· 
pality of Bombay will respond to the crying demand for the removal of this latrine 
to some other site in which it cannot prove a nuisance to the College. 

In this College due attention is paid to Athletics. The Coll(!ge is to be 
congratulated on the recent acquisition of a site on Kenn~dy S~a. ~ace for an 
Athletic field which, if taken advantage of by students, wdl contribute greatly 
to the healthiness of their College life. 

D. MACKICHAN. • • 
HAROLD H. Ml\.Nl 

H. SIERP, S, l. 
II .• J. L'IIABIIA. 
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XV. 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING. 

The Poona College of Engineering is the oldes~ College of · its kind in 
India. The foundation stone of the main building was laid as early as 1865 
when the teaching of Engineering in India was in its infancy. The accommoda· 
tion provided in the old buildin,g was long ago found to be insufficient and 
additional accommodation has had to be provided. We were glad to see that the 
College is in a state of development a·t present which promises well for the 
future. 

~new Chemical Laboratory has lately been built in a separate block. It 
contams a lar~e lectur~·room and a fine laboratory for students, well lighted 
and well ventilated, bestdes some good rooms for balances, stores and the private 
work of the Professor and his assistants. In the same building the collection 
of mineralogical and geological specimens has found a place ; these had just been 
arranged and this Department was not yet in complete working order at the time 
of our visit. 'l'he old Chemical laboratory is beinO' transformed into an Electrical 
laborato.ry, to meet the present requirements of the College. A large laboratory 
for Mechanical Engineering is under construction. As far as we could judO'e 
from the plans, it will be a fine addition to the College and promises to beco~e 
a first class institute of its kind. 

As almost always happens in such cases, the outcome of such transforma~ 
tions is not au articulated whole, but a congeries of rooms, adapted as far as 
possible to the new needs as they arose. On the whole, the interior of the main 
}?uilding does not look very inviting, and this impression is further increased by 
the highly raised galleries which mar the proportion of the rooms. Much 
could be done if the furniture underwent a complete renewal, some of it being 
of a very old·fashioned type and even looking rather dilapidated. But even 
then a great deal which is not satisfactory and can hardly be changed would 
remain. The present Physics lecture-rooms \Vill always suffer from being a 
later addition to the original building, and it will be scarcely possible to find in 
the old building a better place tor stol'ing the instruments, which at present are 
kept on the first floor and have to be brought down by a lift or a staircase built 
into the lecture-room. 

On the completion of the laboratory for :\Iechanical Engineering the College 
intends to open special courses in that branch, a long looked for development, 
as at present but one of the three alternative courses for the B. E. degree is 
represented in the work of the College. The College should b~ urged t~ pro!ide 
in the near future also for more advanced courses in Electrical Engmeermg, 
which is sure to be taken up in the future by an increasing number of students. 

The Co1lecre staff is efficient and large enough for the present requirements. 
of the College7 at least as far as the superior appointments are concerned. 
There have been several additions since the time of the last inspectiou. The 
post of the Professor of Engineering has been filled and au Assistant Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering has been added to the staff. The offices of the 
Professor of Chemistry and Geology have been separated and a full-time Pro· 
fessor of Chemistry has been appointed. 'l'he Professor of Geology is lent 
during the monsoon term by the Geological Survey. This latt~r alfrangement ?f 
a visiting Professor of Geology who spends only one term 1~ th~ Oolle~e, IS 

eminently unsatisfactory. AlthouO'h the courses are shot't, they could eastly be 
spread over the whole year. St~dents, in whom an interest in the subject is 
awakened, would then enjoy the advantage of the help and g:uidance of a Protess?r 
during a proper period o~ study, and mig?t thereby be s~un_ulated w engage.m 
research work in the subJect. 'fhe geologiCal museum woul~ also seem to reqmra 
the presence of such a Professor throughout the year for its propeL' supervision. 

n 3-p · • • 
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The assistant staff needs strengthening, at least in some subjects. Thou(J'h 
three drawing masters are to be found on the list of the Collf'ge staff there

0
is 

only one Demonstrator, 'biz. in Physics. There are besides two Colle(J'e Fellows 
who help ~be staff i~ giving in~truction in Pr~ctical Survey~ng and Elementary 
Mathematics and Smence. Tb1s arran&ement 1s scarcely satisfactory and leaves 
to the Professors a good deal of demonstration work which could easily Le done 
by junior men. · 

An improvement in this direction would have beneficial effects in another 
. direction as well. As far as we could see, there is at present little or no 
research work done in the Co1lege, a serious want in an institution like this 
where an atmosphere of scientific resear~h ought to exist. One of the reasons 
for this is without doubt the large amount of teachina duties some of the 
Professors have to perform. The most obvious remedy

0 

would be to reliere 
them of part of it by giving them the necessary assistance and thus enablin(J' them 
to devote more time to scientific investigations. The want of this stim~llltina 
atmosphere in the College is probably the reason why even when such time ha~ 
bee!?- available full advantage has not been taken of it. 

The Library in its present condition is essentially unsatisfactory and utterly 
unworthy of the only Engineering College in W estero India, in its accommoda
tion, in its equipment, in the supply of books, in their arrangement and in the 
facilities which exist for consulting them. The rooms in which the Library is placed 
are insufficient in size and the book cases are most unsuitable. We are surprised 
that so little has been done to improve the condition and management of the library 
since the last visit of the Inspection Committee.. The library as it now stands is 
in need of immediate improvement especially in two particulars. A. librarian 
who can devote his time to the care and to the issuing of the books is required. 
One who is only a librarian in name, and whose time. is already fully occupied 
with other work, is manifestly unable to perform the duties of such an office. 
Further proper accommodation must be found for it in the building and the 
book cases in which the volumes are placed should either be improved or 
replaced by cases more suitable for the purpose. 

The number of students is at present 153. About 47 per cent. live in the 
College Hostel1 a fine substantial building. under the supervision of one of the 
:Professors. 

Twenty-five per cent. of the students are from other Presidencies. Of the Born· 
bay students 45 per cent. are from the Deccan and the Southern Maratha Country, 
17 per cent. from Bombay, 16 per cent. from Kathiawar and 13 per cent. from 
Gujarat.. On the whole, the type of students, who join the College, is good, a 
careful selection being possible on account of the great number of applicants, 
many of whom have passed examinations above those prescribed for entrance 
into the College. This state of things has its advantage~, but also its drawbacks 
which will be felt perhaps more as soon as the new Arts courses have come into 
operation. A student for instance who has passed his Int. Sc. Examination, 
in group I of the new course and joins the first year's course of the Engineering 
·College will have to undergo a training in 6 subjects, 3 of which he has already 
studied in his Arts College, fiiz. Mathematics. Physics and Chemistry, in almost 
identical form. There remain only 3 new subjects, Drawing, Practical Carpentry 
and the elements of Engineering, which are scarcely enough to occupy an able 
student. for a full year. \Ve suggest that the College should try to make the second 
year after :Matriculation really the first year of its course for practically all its 
students. In order to. render this possible, the first step necessary would be to 
reduce the number of students coming from other Presidencies and create in this 
way the vacancies which are eagerly looked for by many .Arts students of the 
Bombay Univetsity. 

D. MACKICHAN. 
HAROLD H. :AIANN. 
H. SIERP, S. J. 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHISSO~. 
li. J. BHABHA. 
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XVI. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

T~1e ~gri~ult~ral. College ~n. Poona has advantag~s of its own which very 
few SCientific mstitutwns affiliated to the Bombay University enjoy. It has· 
been erected but recently, wtth a definite object in view and neither money nor 
effort has been spared to make it a first class institute, in its buildinO' as well as 
in it.s equipmen~ •. Go.vern!Dent h~ve fully recogn.ized the importance

0 

of higher 
AgriCllltural trammg m th1s Presidency and contmJ.e to contribute annually a 
sum which amounts to almost Rsj 1,200 for every student studying at the College. 
Many of th~ difficulties w?ich. exist elsewhere and hinder progress are here 
absent. This must have Its mfluence on Professors and students alike and 
create an atmosphere which is ·mo8t favourable for scientific work. 

The College consists o£ three large buildings-a central structure with two 
side blocks. 'rhe central building contains a spacious hall, a fine piece of architec
ture, but perhaps too elaborate in some respects. Above the hall is the Library, a 
large and cheerful room. The rooms in the side wings of the building contain the 
offices of the Professor of Agriculture, the Zoological and Botanical laboratories, 
the botanical, zoological and agricultural collections and some class-rooms. One 
of the side blocks contains the Chemical Laboratories, fine and spacious rooms, 
well planned and equipped. the offices of the Principal and the laboratories of 
the AgriculturRl Chemist to Government, 'rhe third block is under construction. 
It is intended to be a hostel with accommodation for 120 students. 

The staff of the College is large enough as far as· the University courses 
are concerned, and well graded. We were glad to see that a good deal of 
research is going on in this College. In all departments, especially in the 
chemical and botanical, we found a healthy and enthusiastic scientific life. 
This must have its influence on the students and give them a training which 
wiil be of great help to them in after life. But we would call the attention 
of the Syndicate to the additional positions filled by the Professors of the 
College over and above that of teaching and the devotion of a part of the 
ColleO'e buildings to other purposes. rrbe three professors of the College 
all h~d other positions. Thus the Principal and Professor of Chemistry is also 
Agricultural Chemist to the Government of Bombay, the Professor of Botany 
is also Economic Botanist to the Government of Bombay, and the Professor of 
AO'riculture is in charge of the Government Civil Dairy at Kirkee. Thus none 
otthe superior staff of the College are whole·time officers, so far as the College 
is concerned, in the ordinary sense, though it is understood that the College 
has always the first claim on their time. 

This double position has the advantage that the profes~ors are co~tinually 
kept in touch with the agricult-ural depar~ment and with the agrwultural 
problems of the Presidency for the sake of whiCh the College has been foundod. 

:But there is on the other hand, an undeniable drawback in the working 
of the present ~rrangement. The dou~le position results in the. fact that 
the Colle<Ye vacation is not usually vacatiOn for the staff, at any rate 10 a very 
large me~sure. It also results in the devotion of ·a considerable. amount. 
of space in the Colle<Ye buildin<YS to other than College purposes, It IS for the 
authorities to find such a r~medy as wil~ enable the professors .. to .get holidays 
\vhich are such not merely m name but 10 fact. • 

There are 72 students ou the rolls, of whom 43 per cent. are reading · 
for F. Ag., 32 per cent. for S. Ag. aud 25 per cent. for B. Ag. , 

Besides these, there are other students taking ~he tJ ~iversit~ course, with 
a view not to obtain a University degree, but a spe::nal College D1ploma. They . ' .s. 3-q ~ • 
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are 15 in number (F. Ag. 7, S. Ag. 4, .B. Ag. 4). 60 are resident students out 
of the 72 regular students, and in addition 12 of the special students. 

The aceommodation provided for ·resident students is at present far from 
satisfactory; 38 students are staying in special College quarters, the remainder 
are accommodated ~n bungalows hired for the purpose by the College. The 
Assistant Professor of Agriculture is in charge of the College quarters. 

10 students have come from other provinces. The rest are recruited as fol· 
lows :-almost 60 per cent. come from the Deccan and the Southern Manitha Coun. 
try, 24 per cent. from Gujarat, above 14 per cent. from Bombay and the Konkan. 
These numbers show that the College i~ chiefly working for the country in 
which it is situated and that its influence on Gujarat and Kathhiwar is not yet 
what it ought to be considering the agricultural importance of that part of the 
Bombay Presidency. 

The type of students which this College attracts is not always what one 
should desire. At present only very few of the better students select a 
course at the Agricultural College for their degree examination. This is very 
unsatisfactory and must tend in course of time to lower the standard of the 
teaching. It is of the utmost importance for the development of the College 
that serious efforts be made to render an Agricultural degree more attractive. 

The College is to be congratulated on its splendid library which has been 
developed in a verv short time and contains above 5,300 volumes. Four years 
aO'O it did not exist. On the seplration from the College of Science boing 
c~mpleted, a number of b:>oks (chiefly old and out of date) on Agriculture, 
Botany and. Veterinary Science were handed over to the College and formed a 
nucleus for the future. A special grant of Rs. 6,0JO per annum. was made in 
1909 for Library purposes, and has been continued during the two following 
years. ·with the funds thus made available and a number of presentations of 
books, the library has rapidly increased. The number of books which it con· 
tained at the end of the last three years was as follows:-

1908-09 •.• ... ••• 1,182 
1909-10 ••• ••• 2,780 
1910-11 ••• ••• ••• 4,000 

This library is intended to be a public library, and is consulted to a fair extent 
not only by College students, but by gentlemen from all parts of the Presidency. 
The annual expenditure for the future will be Rs. 2, 700, a sum which should 
suffice to develop it into a first class instrument in the line of research it 
represents. 

A College society, under the name of "Agricultural Association and 
Debating Society" is in a yery flourishing condition at the College. Practically 
all the papers read are contributed by College students or by members of the 
staff, and distinguished outsiders are occasionally invited to take the chair. A 
College Magazine has been produced, which is in its third volume. It is design
ed to be a high class technical agricultural journal and has a considerable 
circulation among the general public. 

D. MACKICHAN. 
H. SIERP, S. J. 
L. T. ROSE-HUTCHINSON. 
H. J. BHADHA. · 


