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ELE)IE~TARY EDUCATION BIL 
' 

,• ... 

The Hon'ble ){ft. GoKIIAI,E said: ")Iy Lord, I rise t ask for leave to intro-
<luce a Bill to make Letter provision for the extension Qf lementary educat.ion 
throu(rhout India. Hon'ble )!embers will recollect that about this time last year,. 
the c3uncil con~~;iucrecl a rt.>fiOlution which I had ventured to submit to its judg·. 
ment, recommendinr1 that elementary education should gradua be made compul
sory and free throu~hout the country, anu that a m~"{ed Commu ·ion of officials and 
non-officials should~ appointed to frame definite propo:mls. In he debate, which 
emmed on the occa~ion, fifteen :Members, including the Home )le her, the Home 
~tcretary and the Director General of Education, took part. There ·as then no sepa
rate portfolio of Education, and education.'ll interests rubbed shou ders with jails 
and the police, in the all-comprehensive charge of the Home Depa ent. In the 
end, on an assurance being given by the Home )!ember that the whole question 
would be carefully examined by the Government, the resolution was . withdrawn. 
Tweh·e months, my: Lo~d, have elapsed since then, and the progress which the. 
question hns made dnring the interval has not boon altogether disappointing. In 
one important particular, inqeed, events have moved faster than I had ventured to 
hope or suggest. One of tJ1e proposals urged by me on the Government last year 
was that Education should, to begin with, have a separate Secretary, and that event· 
ually there should be a separate Member for Education in the Governor General's 
Executive Council. The Government, however, have given us at one bound a full-. 
fledged Department of Educntion, and the Hon'ble :Mr. Butler has already been 
placed in charge oE it. l\Iy Lord, the Hon'ble :Member's appointment to the new 
office has been received with general &.'ltisfaction, and it is recognised on all sides 
that he brings to his tnsk a reputation for great practical capacity. 'Vhat I value, 
however, even more than his practical capacity, is the fact that the Indian sun 
has not dried the Hon'ble Member and thnt he has not yet shed those enthusiasms 
with which perhaps we all start in life, and without which no high tnsk for the 
improvement of humanity hns ever been undertaken. I think, my Lord, the crea• 
tion of n ~E:'pnrate tlOrtfolio for Education brings us sensibly nearer the time when 
clementnry educatiOn ~hall be universnl throughout India. That there is a· strong de· 
mnnd for this in the country-a demnnd, moreover, daily growing stronger--may 
be gathered from the fact that, since last year's debate, the question has been kept 
well to the fore by the Indian Press, and that last December resolutions in favour 
of comrulsory and free primary education were passed not only by the Indian 
N a tiona Congress at Allnhabad, but also by the :\Ioslem League, which held its sit
tings at Nagpur. On the c~vernment side, too, the declaration made in the House 
of .Commons last J~tly by the Under Secre.tary of State for India that one~of the 
obJects of the crent10n of the new Education Department was to spread education 
throughout the country, the significant 1angunrre employed by Your Lordship on 
the st-ibject of educntion in your reply to the ~ngress address at the berrinninrr of: 
this yenr, and the Ednmtional ~nference, summoned by the Hon'ble ~fr. Btrtler· 
1:1-"it month at Allahabad-all pomt to the fact thnt the GoYernment are alive to tho. 
nect'ssity of monng faster and that it will not be lonr1 before 'irrorous measures ar;. 
taken in han1~ to c!'umre a more rapid sl?read of m~s edurotio~ in the land. Tbe; 
present thus 1s 8 f>mgularly fav-ourable Jtmcture for submittinrr to the Council and; 
the country the dc:sirabili.ty o~ 8 forw~d move, such as my 

0
Bill proposes, and 1 

earnestly trust the Connell w1ll not Withhold from me the leave I ask to introduce. 
the Dill. · · · 

"liy Lord, I expect the Government l1a\·e now concluded their examination 
o~ my propo~als of la~t yror, al}d perhaps the Hon'ble )!ember will tell us to·da 
"hat conclu~10ns have been arnved at: The part of the scheme to which I attachJ 
the ~test ImJlOrt;-'lnce wns that relatmg to the grndual introduction of the princi· 
}'le o~ compulston ~nto. the ~yst~m of ~lementn~y education in the country, and that 
part 1s now cmlxxhed m the Bill which I WISh to introduce to·day JI 1o d 
an American legisltl.tor, addre5sing his countrymen more thrm half ~ ce~t~ r ' 
~~~said that i~ h~ hlltl the Archnnrr~r~ tntm.p, the bla.e;t of ~-hich could sta~e8fh~ 
li' mg of nil nat10n~', he would sound 1t m their enrs and say : 'Edurote your child .. 


