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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

In June 1946 the British Foreign Office and the ·united States 
Department of State agreed jointly to publish documents,from cap
tured archives of the German Foreign Ministry and the Reich Chan
cellery. Although the captured archives go back to the year 1867, 
it was decided to limit the present publication to papers relating to 
the years after 1918, since th~ object of the publication was· "to estab
lish the record of German foreign policy preceding and during World 
War II." The editorial work was to be performed "on the basis of 
the highest scholarly objectivity." The editors were to have complete . 
independence in the selection and editing of the documents. Publica
tion was to begin and be concluded as soon as possible. Each Gov~ 
ernment was "free to publish separately any portion of the docu
ments."1 In April 1947 the French Government, having requested 
the right to participate in the project, accepted the terms of this 
agreement. · 

The three Governments realized ·the unique nature of the enter
prise. Captured enemy documents had been published in the past, 
and especially by the Germans themselves, hut only documents whi9h 
supported a propaganda thesis. Never had three victorious powers 
set out to establish the full record of the diplomacy of a vanquished 
power from captured archives "on the basis o.f the highest scholarly 
objectivity." 

The editors wish to state at the outset that they have not only been 
permitted, but enjoined, to make their selection on this basis alone. 
In the selection of documents for publication, and in the editing 'of 
the documents, the editors have had complete freedom. N9 effort has 
been made at any time by any of the participating Governments to. 
influence their work. The editors, therefore, accept complete respon
sibility for the volumes as published. 

II 
The archives of the German Foreign Ministry came into Anglo

American custody partly as a result of planning, partly by accident, 
but chiefly through the incomplete execution of orders to destroy the 
most important portions. During hostilities, the Allied military 
forces were instructed to keep close watch. for enemy archives, and 

• It waP. In accordance wlth this provision that the Department of State, In 
January 1948, published the volume of documents entitled Nazi-Soviet Relation~, 
1939-19-61. 

VII 



VIII GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

teams of experts were assembled behind the lines so that the examina
tion of captured documents might begin without delay. In April 
1945 units of the United States First Army discovered more than 300 
tons of Foreign 1\finistry papers in various storage places in the Harz 
1\Iountains. The Anglo-American experts were immediately sum
moned. They located other parts of the archives in the Harz Moun
tains and Thuringia. Their most important discoveries were a box 
containing memoranda summarizing conversations of Hitler and Rib
bentrop with foreign statesmen, and a quantity of German microfilm 
which, when made into continuous rolls and printed at the Air Min
istry in London, was found to record some 10,000 pages of the work
ing files of the Foreign 1\Iinister (Buro RAM). 

Under the supervision of the Anglo-American experts, the captured 
archives were assembled at Marburg Castle, in the American zone of 
Germany. Later the collection was moved to Berlin. Finally, in the 
summer of 1948, the archives were moved to England, where they are 
to remain until conditions in Germany become more stable. Between 
1945 and 1948 the collection was augmented by many tons of Reich 
Chancellery documents and other smaller collections. 

III 
When the Foreign 1\finistry archives were captured in April 1945, 

the question was considered whether they had been deliberately placed 
in the path of the Anglo-American armies and spurious documents 
added to the collection, with the purpose of sowing discord among 
the enemies of Germany. Documentary evidence and interrogation 
of surviving German officials have completely dispelled these suspi
cions. Actually, the German Government made efforts to prevent the 
capture of the documents, both by moving them from place to place 
and by ordering the destruction of the files for the Nazi period only 
a few days before the arrival of the American First Army. 

The dispersal of the archives began in 1943, when the air attacks 
on German cities had become intense. It was then decided to keep 
only a skeleton staff and the current files of the Foreign Ministry in 
Berlin; the rest of the staff with their files were moved to less vulner
able parts of Germany. Most went to Krummhiibel, a resort in the 
Riesengebirge, but some branch offices were sent as far away as Lake 
Constance. The archives were also dispersed to castles in the Harz 

· and south and east of Berlin. In the summer and autumn of 1944 
the Soviet advance enforced the transfer of those archives which had 
been stored south and east of Berlin to the Harz region. Orders were 
given for the destruction of the nonessential secret documents at 
Krummhiibel and for the removal of the remainder to Thuringia. It 
is impossible to determine with precision what was destroyed by acci
dent or design in t~e hurried movement which followed. It is known 



NoTE: The gap in the files on Anglo-Gtlrman relations from the 
spring of 1938 to the spring of 1939, mentioned on p. ix, line 18 from 
bottom, has now been filled. The State Secretary file on the Halifax 
visit, November 1937-April 1939, has been identified as the file 
thought to be missing and is identical with film serial No. 375 (cf. 
Volume I, Appendix III, p. 1200) and was used in the preparation of 
Volume I of this series. 
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that these transfers were not entirely completed before the arrival 
of Soviet troops. Only in the early months of 1945, therefore, were 
the Foreign Ministry archives concentrated in the west. 

By spring the German armies were in full retreat. Early in April 
1945 the evacuation center at Meisdorf received a list of categories 
of documents which were to be prepared for destruction. These in· 
eluded all important files for the Nazi period. On April10 an order 
was received by telephone to commence immediately the destruction 
of these categories. When the American troops arrived a few days 
later, only a small fraction had actually been destroyed. 

IV 
Including the accessions received since April 1945, the captured 

documents now in the joint custody of the United States Department 
of State and the British Foreign Office weigh about 400 tons. · The 
tens of thousands of bundles of papers have been repeatedly packed, 
moved by train, truck, or plane, and then unpacked and shelved. The 
packing, the moving, the unpacking and the shelving were done hur· 
riedly, under war conditions. Until the contents of every bundle in 
the collection have been examined, therefore, it will not be possible 
to be certain that the selection for publication has been made from 
all the surviving documents on a particular problem or year. 

An analysis of the files in Anglo-American custody is appended to 
this volume. Summarizing this analysis, the situation is roughly as 
follows: For the years from 1867 to 1920 the collection seems com
plete; there are gaps in the files dealing with 1920-1936, but they 
appear to be relatively unimportant. Thereafter, the gaps become 
increasingly a problem. For instance, the obviously important files 
concerned with Anglo-German relations from the spring of 1938 to 
the spring of 1939 are missing. Fortunately many copies were made 
of most documents, and it is possible to find enough papers in other 
files to fill in the significant lines of the picture. This or that docu
ment may be lost completely, but other documents give ~he essential 
material. That is not always true, but until 19i0 it is usually true. 
After 1940, and until 1943, one is continually reminded of a half
finished picture: the outlines are obvious; some parts are completed 
with minute detail; other parts are only sketched in; there are blank 
spaces. From 1943 the materials are fragmentary, but peculiarly 
valuable because there is so little other evidence on these years. 

The most important defect of the captured archives for the period 
from 1936 is the absence of the registers and journals in which were 
recorded the departmental file number and the distribution of each 
paper, with a summary of its contents. The captured Foreign Min· 
istry archives are not a. single, coherently organized file of the ){in· 
istry as a. whole. They are the working files of officials, such as the 
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Foreign Minister and the State Secretary; of parts of the :Ministry, 
such as those of the Political Department and the Legal Department. 
1'b.e documents in these captured files are arranged so as to facilitate 
the work of these individual departments and officials: sometimes the 
arrangement is alphabetical (by countries, by subjects, or by individ
uals), sometimes it is chronological, sometimes it is topical. Some
times secret papers are segregated; sometimes they are not. The cap· 
tured documents do not, therefore, constitute a central Ministerial 
file, and there is no uniform filing system. There is no place where, 
for instance, all the telegrams from the Embassy in- London may be 
found. Ten or twenty copies of one telegram may be found in vari
ous files; the only surviving copy of another telegram may be found 
in the file of another mission abroad to which it was sent for informa
tion (bearing the departmental file number, and not the telegram 
number given in London); occasionally no copy can be found. · 

Theoretically, the registers and journals could be reconstructed by 
collating the surviving files, but the resources for this gigantic task 
are not available. As their work in the Foreign Ministry archives 
progresses, the editors are learning from experience which depart
ments, individuals, and missions' abroad were likely to receive copies 
of papers, and where the papers were likely to be filed. Beginning 
with Series D, Volume III, it will be possible to make a clear dis
tinction between papers which are not printed because unimportant, 
and papers not printed because not found. In Volumes I and II of 
Series D it is not poS&ible to make this distinction with confidence, 
so the footnote ''Not printed" is used for both categories of omission. 

Some of the documents missing from the Foreign Ministry archives 
are in the possession of the Soviet Government, but the extent of its 
collection is not known. Beginning in June 1946 the Soviet Govern
ment has published several volumes of German Foreign Ministry 
documents. Usually, but not always, other copies of these documents 
are in the ·Foreign Ministry files, together with other much more 
voluminous material on the same subject. 

v 
The editors learned only by trial and error the limitations of the 

available material and the difficulties inherent in exploiting disor
dered l!_nd incomplete archives. The filming of the Foreign Ministry 
archives, begun in 194:5 by American and British experts for intelli
gence purposes, and continued by historians representing the three 
Governments participating in the publication of these records, will 
facilitate scholarly investigation in the future. }fore than a million 
pages of the most important documents for the years from 1914 to 1945 
have by now been preserved on microfilm. 
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At the outset, the seltlCtion of documents for publication was made 
from these microfilms by historians working in London, Paris, and 
Washington. It was found, however, that this method was too cum
bersome, and all except the final selection· is now made by an inter
national team of American, British, and French historians working 
on the original files. In the work of the tripartite team, and in the 
periodic conferences of the editors-in:chief, the international char
acter of historical scholarship is convincingly demonstrated. 

-VI 
In selecting documents for publication the fundamental test has 

been their value for an understanding of German foreign policy. 
Since the German estimate of the policy of other powers was one of 
the most important factors shaping German policy, these estimates 
have been included. They should, of course, be viewed with caution. 
Very often German diplomats wrote what they thought would please 
Hitler. Even those who wished to convey unpleasant truths used 
language which would carry conviction to the Nazi Party leaders. 

Even so far as German foreign policy is concerned it is necessary 
to remember the peculiar characteristics of Nazi diplomacy. A large 
proportion of the officials in the For~ign Ministry and of the German 
representatives abroad were career diplomats who were kept at their 
posts only because Hitler found them indispensable. He did not trust 
them, sometimes with reason, and he often kept them in ignorance 
of his intentions. The attentive reader will frequently .see evidence 
of this situation and will realize that their reports and instructions 
do not always reflect the actual policy of the Reich. 

Two categories of evidence which bulk large in the archives of the 
German Foreign Ministry find little place in these volumes: the press 
summary and the intelligence report. Undoubtedly a minute exami
nation of the material in the press summaries and of the rumor and 
gossip set down in tens of thousands of reports by confidential agents 
will some day yield results of significance for an understanding of 
German policy. But such an examination requires study of all the 
evidence, and all the evidence would fill hundreds of volumes. This 
is true also of the analyses produced by the prolific and imaginative· 
members of Ribbentrop's private information service, the Dienstste'tle 
Ribbentrop. The editors have agreed, therefore, that press sum
maries, intelligence reports, and the analyses prepared in the Dienst
stelle Rwbentrop will be included only where there is clear evidence 
that they directly influenced German policy. 

Even after excluding all but a few examples from this material, 
the sheer mass of evidence presents baftling problems. In this age of 
shorthand and· the typewriter, documents grow in number and length. 
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Bismarck's conversations were usually summarized in a few hundred 
words; the summaries of Hitler's conversations often run to thou
sands of words. When Embassy reports are dictated, a lengthy re
port requires less thought and time than a brief report. The editors 
have often been tempted to summarize, or to print excerpts, but they 
have decided to do neither. Except in a few cases, which are clearly 
indicated, every document has been printed without omissions or 
alterations. In every case, too, significant material such as file num
bers and marginal comments have been included. Where there is no 
important difference between the preliminary draft and the despatch 
as sent, the latter has been preferred; where there are differences, 
they have been described. To save space the telegraphic summary 
has been used if it includes all essential points; otherwise, the detailed 
report has been used; if the telegraphic summary is not complete, 
but action was taken before the report was received, both the tele
gram and the report are printed. 

The order in which documents should be presented in a collection 
such as this has long been a disputed subject among historians. The 
editors have agreed that documents should be grouped by topics; 
within each topic they are presented in the chronological order in 
which they originated. It should be borne in mind that a report 
from a mission abroad might be received after action had been taken 
ht Berlin, although the report bears an earlier date than the docu
ment recording the action. Where the date of receipt in Berlin can 
be determined, it is given. Each docu:rnent is preceded by an edi
torial heading and by reference to the serial number of the film and 
the frame number on the film.' A list of film serial numbers is ap
pended to each volume, showing the description of the corresponding 
German Foreign :Ministry file; this permits identification of the loca
tion in the archives of the copy of the document published. As each 
:volume is published, the pertinent films will be made available for 
study by scholars so that the specialist may be able to fill in the 
details of the record. 
· Because the_ imm~diate origins of the Second World War, and the 
course of the war, are of most immediate interest and of most obvious 
importance, the editors have decided to begin their work with the 
fourtn series (D). This series will include documents dating from 
1936 or 1937, the starting point depending on the topic, and continu
ing through the war. The three series of volumes to be published 
subsequently will include the documents for the earlier years. 

1 For an explanation of these terms, see Appendix ni. 
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VII 
After the joint selection of documents to be included in a volume 

is completed, the task of preparing the editorial notes is entrusted 
to the editors in one of the three capitals, subject to review by the 
other editors. Similarly, the task of preparing the English trans· 
lation is divided by volumes, or sections of a volume. Each volume 
will contain a statement on responsibility for the preparation of 
notes and translations. The translations prepared in London are 
made by a staff recruited by the Foreign Office expressly for this. 
purpose. The translations made in Washington are made by the 
Division of Language Services of the Department of State. In both 
capitals the translations are reviewed by the editors. _ 

Translation from the German presents peculiar difficulties, particu
larly since, under Hitler, there was no one style of diplomatic Ger
man, as there had been under Bismarck. Some of the writers use 
"Nazi-German," which conveys only a foggy impression in German 
and translates into completely opaque English. The translation is 
therefore often inelegant, but the editors believe that where the mean
ing is clear in German the English can be understood. In general, 
they have preferred to sacrifice grace to precision. Paraphrase· has 
been used only where the German is clear but exact translation re· 
suited in ambiguity. 

The parallel series in G~rman, giving the original text of the docu
ments, will enable those interested to check the translation. 

In printing the translated version of the documents the editor~ 
have not aimed at giving a facsimile reproduction of the German 
original as regards 11.rrangement and spacing. All important notes 
and marginalia are, however, included either in the text or asfoot-
notes, the only exception being purely routine notations. · 

The editorial notes have been kept to the minimum necessary for 
the factual elucidation of the text. They do not attempt interpreta
tiOI~ except where this is necessary to establish the date or identity 
of a document. No attempt is made to correct German reports by 
reference to other sources, even when the German reports present a 
false or one-sided picture. It is as a source-book for the study of 
history, and not as a finished interpretation of history, that these 
documents are presented. 



PREFACE TO VOLUME II, SERIES D 

The General Introduction to the series explains the methods 
adopted in selecting and editing these documents. The responsibility' 
for the selection of the documents printed in this volume rests with 
the British and American editors acting jointly, although they have 
had the advice of the French editors in the later stages. The trans
lation anil editorial work of the present volume have been undertaken 
by British translating and editorial staffs, and the responsibility for 
this part of the work rests with the British editors-in-chief. They 
wish· to record their gratitude to Mr. E. J. Passant, ~ibrarian and 
Director of Research at the Foreign Office, and to his staff, especially 
to Miss A. C. Johnston, for their assistance at eyery stage of the work. 

The aim of this volume is to present the most important documents 
from the archives of the German Foreign Ministry and the Reich 
Chancellery on German-Czechoslovak relations between October 1937 
and September 1938, and their international ramifications. The edi
tors have tried to arrange this material in such a way that it provides 
a continuous narrative. It is with this end in· view that th~y have 
included documents which have already been printed elsewhere, nota
bly several military directives and notes on conferences at the 
Fuhrer's headquarters preserved by his Adjutant, Major Schmundt. 
For it is important that the details of the diplomatic story are set 
against the background of Hitler's general strategic and political 
pl~n. The documents show that some German diplomats believed·as 
honestly in a negotiated solution of the problems of the- German 
minority within the State of Czechoslovakia as did the British and 
French Governments; any such good intentions among the subordi
nates of Hitler and Ribbentrop were belied by the real purposes re
vealed in documents such as the Rossbach Memorandum printed in 
volume I, or in the directives for "Operation Green" included in tb.is 
volume. For this reason the editors have felt justified in reproduc
ing material which has· already been printed in connection with the 
trials of the major war criminals at Nuremberg, where this helps to 
give a clearer and more balanced picture of the conception and execu
tion of German policy toward Czechoslovakia. 

Some explanation is perhaps needed of the reasons which have led 
the editors to start the selection on October 8, 1937, and to end it with 
the signing of the Munich Agreement on September 29, 1938. The 
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first document printed, a despatch from Eisenlohr, the German Min
ister in Prague, reveals the growing tension between the Sudeten 
German Party and the Czechoslovak Government, with the German 
Foreign 1\linist.ry and the Nazi Party organizations actively support
ing the former. Growing unrest as the communal elections draw near 
marks the start of a period where the Sudeten German Party increase 
their demands and the Czechoslovak Government their efforts for a 
settlement.1 At the same time the quarrel becomes one of interna
tional concern (cf. documents Nos. 10, 13, 33, etc.) until, after the 
Amchluss with Austria in March 1938, it becomes the main preoccu
pation of the Foreign Offices of all the Great Powers. This phase 
ends naturally with the Munich Agreement, the end of the Czecho
slovakia of Masaryk and Benes, and the satisfaction of the most ex
treme demands of the Sudeten German Party. The absorption of 
the rump State of· Czechoslovakia will be covered in a later volume. 

Even when the selection has been Jimited by dates which must to 
a certain extent be arbitrarily chosen, and confined to documents 
relevant to German-Czechoslovak relations, much has had to be 
omitted. However, the editors believe that they have included all 
the documents of real importance for an understanding of the devel
opment of German policy, and hope that they have maintained a 
balance between documents concerning the attempts at an internal 
settlement in Czechoslovakia, 11-n.d those dealing with the international 
consequences of the situation. Moreover, since the isolation of single 
topics, inevitable in making a selection pf diplomatic documents, leads 
to a certain distortion of the whole, it is important that these docu-

. ments should be read in connection with the documents of a more 
general kind on Germany's relations with other powers, especially 
Great Britain; France, and Italy, published in volume I. 

Since this volume was printed in the United States, American 
spelling has been adopted, but as far as possible normal British usage 
has been followed in phrasing the translation. 

An aralysis of the Foreign Ministry archives and their classifica
tion is printed as Appendix I; a translation of the German list show
ing the division of responsibility among Foreign Ministry officials in 
June 1938 is printed as Appendix II; and a table of German files 
used in this Tolume and their corresponding film serial numbers as 
Ap£6ndix III. 

• For an account of the policy of President BeneA in this matter after he 
succeeded President Masaryk in December 1935, see E. Wiskemann, Czech1 anti 
Gf!f'fnan~ (Oxford, 1938). 
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CHAPI'U I. GEBY:ANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, OCTOBER 1937 TO MARCH 1938 

Date and 
Doc. No. 

1937 
Oct. 8 

1 

Subject 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Flisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

The first meeting between Hodza and Henleln on September 
16, 1937, when Henlein demanded assurance of Sudeten Ger
man rights within the framework of the Constitution. 

Page 

1 

Oct. 9 Statement Drawn Up in the German Foreign Ministry on the 10 
2 Obligation of Assistance of France to Czechoslovakia 

Und.et' the Franco-Czechoslovak Treaty of Alliance of 
Januarg 19!4 and Other Treaties. 

Oct. 11 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Flisenlohr) to the 11 
3 German Foreign Minilltry 

Conversation with Krofta; Eisenlohr points out disadvan
tages suffered by Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia and calls 
for a change In administrative policy. 

Oct. 11 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Flise-nlohr) to the 18 
4 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Krofta ; the Hodza-Schuschnigg meeting; 
Krofta's visit to Parts; negotiations between the Little Entente 
and Hungary. 

Oct. 22 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Flisenlohr) to the 20 
5 German Foreign Ministry . 

The effects of the Incident at Teplitz-ScMnau on the policy 
of the Sudeten German Party. 

Oct. 24 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Flisenlohr) to the 24 
6 German Foreign Minidrg 

Mastny's visit to Prague; Government endeavoring to modify 
administrative procedure toward Reich-Germans. 

Oct. 28 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Flisenlohr) to the 25 
7 German Foreign Ministry · 

Hodza's protest against foreign interference in minority 
policy; request that German press should abstain from attacks 
onBodza. 

Oct. 28 The German Ambassador in Great Britain to the German For- ~5 
8 eign Ministrg 

Jan Masaryk's comments to Woermann on statements by 
Henleln after the latter's visit to London. 

Oct. 28 Memorandum · 27 
9 Details of the Teplitz-Schl:lnau Incident by a Sudeten Ger-

man Party official. 

XIX 



XX ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CBAPTD I, GDHANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 0cToBEJI1937 TO MA:icB 1938-
Continued 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1937 
Nov. 5 

10 

Nov, S 
11 

Nov. 4 
12 

Nov. 6 
13 

Nov. 9 
14 

Nov. 9 
15 

Nov. 9 
16 

Nov. 9 
17 

Nov. 11 
18 

Nov. 12 
19 

Nov. 16 
~-20 

Subject 

The German Foreign Miniltru to Certain German Missions 
Abroad 

Czech Government said to believe that Germany wlll stage a 
Sudeten German rising, and al!.<~ures itself of lt'rench assil'lt· 
anee. 

Minute 
Goebbels orders the cessation of the press campaign against; 

Czechoslovakia. 

The German Minillter in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Miniatru 

Conversation with Krofta ; Eisenlohr states Germany's de
sire for peace: demands cessation of anti-German press cam· 
palgn; outlines program for settlement of minority questions. 

M emorandu1n 
Reported extension of the Franco-Czechoslovak'Pact of Mu

tual Assistance to Include attack by Germany on the grounds of 
Internal unrest in Czechoslovakia. 

The German Charg6 d'AIIaires in Great Britain (Woermann) 
to the German Foreign Minilltry 

In conversation with Henlein, Vansittart is said to have sup
ported Sudeten German desire for autonomy and to have ad
mitted the inevitability of a union of Austria with Germany. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Mini&tru 

BeneA promises to take measures against emigr6 p1·ess and 
to restrict expulsion of Reich nationals. 

Minute 
Conversation with the Czechoslovak Minister on improve-

ment In German-Czech press relations. · 

Memorandum 
Conversation with the Czechoslovak Minister; the emigr6 

press In Czechoslovakia; prospects tor recognition of the A us· 
Jandsorganilation; press relations; Russian-Czech relations. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministru 

Conversation with President Bene§; Bene§' attitude to ... .;er
. many; 6migr6 press; expulsion of Reich-Germans: legalization 
of N.S.D.A.P.; censorship policy; minority policy. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 
Head of the Political Department in the ()erman Foreign 
Miniltru (Weizsiicker) 

Suggestions for a further program of settlement of minority 
questions. , 

The German Ambassador in Italu (Ha111ell) to the German For· 
eign, M lnilltrtl 

Conversation with Ciano; Italy would repudiate an alliance 
between Austria and any of the States of the Little Entente i 
Italian doubts of the Franco-Czech alliance. ' 

Pace 

27 

29 

29 

31 

32 

32 

36 

46 
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Contlnued 

Date and Subject Page Doc. No. 

1937 
Nov. 16 The German Charge d!Aflaires in France (Forster) to the Ger- 47 

21 man Foreign Mini8tr11 · 
Delbos states that France will honor her obligations in the 

case of aggresslon·agalnst an ally. 

Nov. 19 The German Ambassador in Ital11 (Ha88ell) to the Getman 49 
22 Foreign Miniltr11 

Hodza uald to have been assured that In the event of German 
violation of the Czech frontier, France will intervene. 

Nov. 19 The Leader of the Sudeten German Party (Hen"tein)" to Ute 49 
28 German Foreign Minister 

Survey of the grievances of the Sudeten Germans and the 
policy of the Sudeten German Party. 

Nov. 30 The German Foreign Ministr11 to the German Embauu in 6'~ 
24 France 

Ciano has expressed doubt ·of the seriousness of France's 
intention to attack Germany unless her Interests are directly 
threatened. 

Dec. 1 The German Amba81ador in AuBtria (Papen) to the Fuhrer 63 
25 and Chancellor 

In converuatlon with the Austrian .Minister, Benei expresses 
willingness to clear up Central European situation, discusses 
the Idea of National and Natlonalltles State and the alllance 
with Russia. 

Dec. 9 Memorandum 64 
26 Converuatlon between Altenburg and Konrad Henlein, who, 

ln order to restore peace and order, asked for the recall of the 
German Press Adviser ln Prague and the suppression of an 
opposition paper In Germany. 

Dec. 10 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eilenlohr) to the 66 
27 German Foreign Mini&tru 

No new treaty commitments with France contemplated; ru-
mor of a pact of assistance between France and Little Entente 
untrue. 

Dec. 10 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the .66 
28 German Foreign Miniatru 

Conversation with Krofta; Hodza's anxiety for an exten-
slon of the Franco-Czech treaty not shared by Krofta ; Delbos' 
statement. 

Dec. 10 Minute 68 
29 Conversation with the Czechoslovak Minister; .Mastny hopes 

that improved German-Czech relations will result from certain 
measures being taken in Prague. 

Dec. 17 The German Mini&ter in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to tlt.e 69 
30 German Foreign Mini&try . 

Conversation with Hodza, who expresses a desire for more 
frequent contact with Henlein, and states that concessions to 
the Sudeten Germans depend on improved Czech-German rela-
tlons. 



XXII ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
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Date and I SubJeet I ~age Doe. No. 
-----+------------------------------------~ 

1937 
Dec. 17 The German Mimster in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 70 

81 German Foreign Ministru 
Appeal to be made on behalf of Sudeten Germans expropri· 

ated under National Defense Law. 

Dec. 17 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 71 
32 German Foreign Ministru 

Delbos, during visit to Prague, expresses desire for Improved 
Franco-German relations. 

Dec. 18 The German Foreign Ministry to Certain German MiBBionll 72 
83 Abroad 

'lhe conversation between Eden and Grandi following the 
Anglo-French talks; J;lritaln and France seeking an under
standing wlth Germany and Italy; British attitude to Central 
European problems ; questions to be cleared up before under· 
standing with Italy. 

Dec. 18 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 75 
84 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Bene§; French desire for better Franco
German and Czech-German relations; Bene!§' intentions toward 
German minority. 

Dec. 18 Min-ute 76 
85 Details of countermeasures against Czechoslovak subjects to 

be discussed with the Gestapo. 

Dec. 18 Minute 77 
86 Countermeasures to be taken by Germany in answer to ex-

propriations under Czech National Defense Law. 

Dec. 20 The German Ambassador in Italy (Hassell) to the German 78 
37 Foreign Ministry · 

Conversation with Ciano on Stoyadlnovich's visit; Yugosla· 
via determined to maintain friendly relations with Germany 
and Italy, and opposed to closer ties with France. 

Dec. 21 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 79 
38 German Foreign Ministry 

Survey of Delbos' visit to Prague and his discussions with 
Czech statesmen. 

Dec. 21 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 89 
39 German Foreign Ministry 

Austria proposes cultural and political rapprochement with 
the Sudeten German Party. 

Dec. 22 The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 92 
40 Czechoslovakia 

Reprisals ordered on Czechoslovak subjects in answer to 
measares by' the Czech Government. . 

nee._ 22 Minute 93 
41 Hitler agrees to the reprisal measures against Czechoslovak 

subjects, and proposes to Increase the ratio. 
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CHA.P1'1t& I. GEBMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 0CTOBEB 1937 TO MARCH 1938-
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Date and 
Doo.No. 

1937 
Dee. 23 

12 

Dee. 80 
43 

1938 
Jan. 5 

44 

Jan. 11 
45 

Jan. 12 
46 

Jam. 12 
47 

• Jan. 18 
48 

Jan. 20 
49 

Jan. 22 
50 

Jan. 24 
51 

Jan. 26 
52 

Subject 

Minute 
Increased ratio of reprisals dependent on result of a survey 

to be made on proportionate numbers of Czechs in Germany 
and Germans In Czechoslovakia. 

The HeatJ of the Political Department of the German Foreign 
Ministrt~ (Weizsacker) to the German Minister in Czecho
slovakia ( Eisenlohr) 

Before a reception of Mastny by the Fuhrer, a real Improve
ment in German-czech relations must be evident. 

The German Foreign Mini8tr11 to the German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

Sudeten German Party Is to treat Austrian Government 
suggestion with reserve. 

The German Charg6 ii'Aflaires in Czechoslovakia (He?Wke) 
to the German Foreign Ministr11 

Frank asks for German attitude to a meeting with Austrian 
statesmen. 

Draft ot Telegram From the Heail ot the Political Department 
in the German Foreign Ministry (Weizsacker) to the Ger
man Legation in Czechoslovakia 

Meeting with Austrians considered Inexpedient. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Mini8tr11 

Review of Czechoslovak foreign policy in 1937; rearmament; 
relations with the European countries . 

M emoranilum 
A further invitation by the Austrian Government to the 

Sudeten German Party for conversations treated with reserve. 

The German Minilter in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign MiniBtr11 

Confusion over the instructions with regard to Austrian 
proposals. 

Aide-Memoire From the Czechoslovak Legation in Berlin to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Revision of cases of expropriation of Germans In Czecho
slovakia can take place only if Germany revokes similar meas-
ures against Czechoslovak subjects. · 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

Germany Is prepared to postpone countermeasures for one 
month; withdrawal of all Czechoslovak expropriation meas
ures expected. 

The German Foreign Ministr11 to the· German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

Representations to be made to the Czechoslovak Government 
on the consequences to Czechoslovakia of continuing to enforce 
the National Defense Law. 

Page 

95 

95 

96 

96 

97 

108 

108 

109 

110 

111 
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Date and Subject Page Doe. No. 

1938 
Feb. 4 Tile German Minister in Czecllo&lovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 114 

53 German Foreign Mini&try 
Survey of Czechoslovak domestic policy; the parties in the 

Coalition; the position of the Sudeten German Party in the 
Opposition; minority negotiations; Henlein to conduct negotla-
tlons with Government. 

Undated Report From a Dezyu.ty of tile Sudeten German Party (Kilnzel) 124 
54 Meeting between representatives of tht.: Sudeten German 

Party and Monsignor Hlinka, who advocated cooperation be-
tween Sudeten Germans and Slovaks, and stated his desire for 
Slovak autonomy. 

Feb. 11 Tile German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Ei&enwhr) to the 125 
55 German Foreign Ministry 

Application of the National Defense Law to Reich-Germans 
in Czechoslovakia; Czech Government justify their actions in 
answer to German- representations. 

Feb. 16 The German Jiini&ter in Czecho&wvakia (Ei&enwhr) to the 131 
56 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with President Benell; Bene!!' desire for good 
relations with Germany; his willingness to cooperate with Ger-
many in anti-Communist work; his Intention to settle the Sude-
ten German question. 

Feb. 17 The German Mini&ter in Czechoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 132 
57 German Foreign Mini&try 

No further need for cooperation between the Sudeten German 
Party and Father Hlinka. 

Feb. 19 Report From a Dezyu.ty of the Sudeten German Party (Kilnzel) 133 
58 Conference between Sudeten German representatives and 

Pataky, the Hungarian State Secretary for Minorities. Pataky 
supports Sudeten German demands, and reveals his own de-
signs on Czechoslovakia. 

Feb. 19 Report by a Dezyu.ty of the Sudeten German Party (Kilnzel) 135 
59 Meeting between Sudeten German Party representatives and 

Daranyi, who urges the necessity for cooperation between the 
Sudeten German Party and the Hungarian minority .. 

Feb. 19 Report by a Dezyu.ty of the Sudeten German Party (Kii.nzel) 136 
60 Meeting between Sudeten German Party representative" and 

Kanya, who repeated Daranyi's ideas, and discussed Hunj!ary'~o~ 
attitude to Czechoslovakia. 

l<'eb. 2!) The German Jlinillter in Czechoslovakia (Eisenwhr) to the 137 
61 German Foreign Alinistry 

Conversation with Hodza, who outlined his intended conces-
sions to the Sudeten Germans. Eisenlohr suggests regular con-
tact between Government and Sudeten German Party. 



ANALYTICAL LII':!T OF DOCUMENTS XXV 

CHAPTER I. GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, OCTOBER 1937 TO MARCH 1938-
Continued 

l>ateand 
Doc. No. 

1938 
l!'eb. 27 

62 

Feb. 28 
63 

Feb. 28 
64 

Mar. 4 
65 

Mar. 7 
66 

1\lar. 10 
67 

Mar. 11 
68 

Mar. 11 
69 

Mar. 12 
70 

Mar. 12 
71 

Subject 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 
German l'oreign Ministry 

Conversation with Hodza and Beran. Beran advocated 
rapprochement with Germany and opposition to Communism. 
Hodza discusses new t>lections and the entry of the Sudeten 
German Party into the Government. 

The Head of the Legal Department of the "Ausland&-Organisa
tion" ( Kraneck) to the State Secretary and Head of the 
"Au&lands-Organisation" in the German Foreign Ministry 
(Bohf.e) 

Recognition of the A U11lands-Organi1ation in Czechoslonkia. 
Statement of the functions of the A.O. 

The German Foreign Minidry to Certain German Mi.&siona 
Abmad 

In view of a Frenrh :..tatement that France's adherence to 
the Franco-Soviet Pact was merely to prevent a German-Rus
sian alliance, German diplomats are asked to stress the 
FUhrer's rejection of such an alliance. 

Un&igned Copy of Letter and Enclt>scd Memorandum From the 
Foreign Mini8ter (Ribbentrop) to the Commander in Chief 
of th.e Armed Forces (Keitel) 

Conversation with the Hungarian Minister, who desires a 
resumption of German-Hungarian Army discussion of. war 
alms against Czechoslovakia. 

The Commander in Chief of the Armed Force1 (Keitel) to the 
Foreign Minister 

The FUhrer has objected to the resumption of talks with 
Hungary and has ordered that the issue be evaded. 

The German Minister in Czecho1lovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Mini&try 

Czechoslovak reaction to announrement of Austrian plebi· 
scite; hope for Austrian Independence. · 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Frank, whose uncompromising attitude is likely to lead to 
German-Czech conftict, Is informed of the Czech Government's 
proposed concessions. 

Memorandum, by the State Secretary in the German l'oreign 
Ministry Olackensen) 

The Czechoslovak Government objects to rumors of military 
measures taken by Germany to prevent Czech measures in 
Austria. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Ef.senlohr) to the 
German l'oreign Minilltry 

Czechoslovakia has no intention of Intervening in Austria. 

The German Charge d'AtJaires in Great Britain (Woer·mann) 
to the German Foreign Mini8try 

Czechoslovak Minister has informed the British Government 
that Czechoslovakia has ne intention of intervening In Austria. 

Page 

141 

146 

150 

152 

153 

154 . 

155 

155 

. 1.56 

156 
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Date and 
Doc. No. 

1938 
Mar. 12 

72 

Mar. 12 
73 

Mar. 13 
74 

Mar. 13 
75 

Mar. 13 
76 

Undated 
77 

Mar. 14 
78 

Mar. 14 
79 

Mar. 14 
80 

Mar. 14 
81 

Mar. 14 
82 

Subject 

Th.e German Minuter in Czec'Aoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Goring's assurance to Mastny In the name of the FUhrer that 
the events in Austria are "a family affair" and that German 
troops will respect the Czech frontier. 

Minute by Weizstlcker on an Attached Note bu the President 
of the Secret Cabinet Council (Neurath) 

The statement Intended to be made to Czechs that Infraction 
of the Arbitration Treaty would represent a casus foederis was 
not made. 

The German Minister in Czec'Aoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 
German Foreign Mini&try 

Detailed account of Goring's assurances to Mastny. 

Minute 
Czechoslovak Government reports violations of frontier by 

German aircraft. Elsenlohr Instructed to remind Czechoslovak 
Government of Goring's assurance. 

Stafement by the Intelligence Directorate of the German War 
Ministrtf 

Czech_ Minister instructed to protest against violations of 
Czech frontier by German aircraft. 

Tdephone Message From Weizstlcker to the German Minister 
in czechoslovakia (Ei8enlohr) and Minute of the Replu 

Goring has again reassured the Czech Minister.· Elsenlohr's 
thanks. 

Memorandum bll the President of the Secret Cabinet Council 
(Neurath) for the Foreign Minister 

Neurath informs Mastny that no action is intended against 
Czechoslovakia and says that a nonaggression pact Is unneces
sary in view of the German-Czech Arbitration Treaty. 

The German Foreign Ministrg to the German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

Frank not received at the Foreign Ministry or the Volks
deutsche Mittelstelle. 

The German Foreign Mini&try to the German Legatwn in 
Czechoslovakia 

Neurath's conversation with Mastny. 

Memorandum bg the President of the Secret Cabinet Council 
(Neurath) tor the Foreign Mini/Jter 

In reply to a question from the British Ambassador, Neurath 
states that there is no objection to the publication in Britain 
of his and Goring's statements to Mastny. 

The German Foreign Ministrg to the German Emba&sf in the 
Soviet Union 

Encloses memorandum on Czech doubts of the military re-
liability of the Soviet Union. · 

Page 

157 

158 

158 

160 

161 

161 

161 

163 

163 

164 

164 
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Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 

Subject Page 

Mar. 14 Minute of Telephone Inatruction From the Wehrmacht Head.- · 166 
83 quarter11, Intelligence Directorate 

Protected zone ordered on Austro-Czech frontier. 

Mar. 15 The German Chargd il'Af!airea in Great Britain (Woermann) 166 
84 to the German Foreign Minilltry 

Chamberlain in the House of Commons refers to Goring's 
assurances to Mastny and to Neurath's statement that Ger
many still adhered to the German-czechoslovak Arbitration 
Agreement. 

CBAPT.EB II. FBOK THE ANNEXATION OJ' AusTBU TO THE MAY Clllsis 

1938 
Mar. 16 Memorandum bJI the State Secretary in the German Foreign 

85 Minilltr11 (Mackenaen) 
Conversation with the Czech Minister; Mastny regards Glir-

lng's and Neurath's assurances as satisfactory; enclosed memo-
randum by Prince Bismarck states that the German Military 
AttacM in Prague has assured the Czech Government that no 
mllitary preparations are taking place In Bohemia. 

Mar. 16 The Gef""man Minillter in CzechosZovakia (Ei11enlohr) to the 
86 German Foreign Minilltry 

Henlein and Frank give assurances that Sudeten German 
policy will follow instructions given by the German Legation. 

Mar. 16 The German Ambasaailor in France (We'lczeck) to the German 
87 Foreign Ministry 

French National Defense Council discuss means of helping 
Czechoslovakia ; Soviet Ambassador states that Soviet Russia 
stands by Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assi_stance 
and that three military districts are ready for action; French 
anxiety over Italian intentions in Spain. 

Mar. 17 The German Chargd d!Af!airea in Great Britain (Woermann) 
88 · to the German Foreign Minilltry 

Lord Hallfax's speech in the House of Lords ; Austrian ques-
tlon not to be brought before the League of Nations; expecta-
tlon that Germany will abide by her assurances to Czechoslo-
vakia; British pollcy must aim at the maintenance of peace. 

Mar. 18 The Deput11 (Friedrich Burger) of the Leader of the Sudeten 
89 German Part11 (Henlein) to the State Secretar11 (Macken-

a en) 
Encloses a letter from Henleln to Ribbentrop congratulating 

Germany on the Anschlullll and requesting an interview to ex-
amine Sudeten German policy. 

Mar. 17 Memorandum btl the Heatl of the Pre1111 Department in the 
00 German Foreign Minilltry (Aachmann) 

In reply to a comment by Mastny on the omission of reference 
to German assurances in the German press report of Cham-
berlaln's speech, Aschmann says that such declarations could 
not be announced indirectly to the German public. 

168 

Hl9 

170 

171 

173 

174 
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DaU!and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Mar. 17 

91 

Mar. 17 
92 

Mar. 18 
93 

Mar. 18 
94 

Mar. 18 
95 

Mar. 18 
96 

Mar. 19 
97 

Mar. 19 
98 

Mar. 21 
99~ 

Subject Page 

Tlle Gef'fll6n. Minister in C::echoBlof.'akia (Eisenlohr) to the 175 
Gef'fll6n. Foreign Minilltrrl 

Report on the German Military AttacM's assurances to the 
Czech Government that no military measures are taking place 
In Bavaria. 

The Gef'fll6n. Charg6 d'AI!aires in the 8o-oiet Union (Tippeu- 176 
kirch) to the German Foreign MiniBtrJI 

Lltvlnov's statement on the willingness of the Soviet Union 
to take part In collective negotiations and to consult with other 
powers Interpreted as Soviet Intention to reenter European 
politics. 

The German Foreign Mini8tf11 to the German Minister in 177 
Czechoslo-oakia ( Eisenlohr) 

In view of Frank's reaction to demands made to him by 
Eisenlohr on reorientation of· Sudeten German policy, Eisen
lohr Is asked to give an exact report of his Instructions. 

The GeniiAJn Foreign Ministry to the German EmbaB81J in the 178 
Soviet Union 

The Embassy Is asked to report on the alleged statement by 
the Soviet Ambassador In Paris that Russia stands by the 
Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assistance, and that 
three military districts are ready for action. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 178 
Gef'fll6n Foreign Ministry 

Elsenlohr reports on his statements to Henleln and Frank; 
no demand made that opposition role be abandoned : aim to be 
realization of Hodza's assutances; dangers of demagogic de
mands of Sudete1_1 German Party. 

The Gef'fll6n Charg6 d'AI!aires in the 8o-oiet Union (Tipprls- 180 
kirch) to the German Ji'oreign Ministry 

Comments on Litvinov'$ statement to the foreign press; 
Soviet attempt to reenter European politics; Soviet Govern
ment avoids committing Itself; bearing on the Polish-Lithu
anian controversy. 

Tlle German Chargd d'AI!aires in Great Britain (Woermann) 181 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Sir Alexander Cadogan expresses British Interest In Czecho
slovakia but refuses to commit himself to a statement of atti
tude. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German JJmbas11ie11 in 182 
Great Britain and ltaZg and the Legation in Cze~hOIIlo-
'fJakia 

French anxiety over Czechoslovakia; French Government 
said to be ready to intervene in the event of unprovoked 
attack, but to entertain doubts as to the British attitude. 

Draft of Telegram Frotlt the German Foreign Minister to the 183 
Gennan Minister in HungarJI (Erdmannsdorl!) 

GUring's assurance to Mastny referred only to the action In 
Austria. 
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CHAPTER II. FBOK THE ANNEXATioN oF AusTRIA To TBI!: MAY CB1s1s-<Jontln11ed 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
liar. 21 

100 

Mar. 21 
101 

liar. 23 
102 

Mar. 24 
103 

Mar. 2:> 
104 

Mar. 27 
105 

Mar.-28 
106 

Undated 
107 

Mar. 28 
108 

Subjeet 

The German Charge tl'Atfaires in the Soviet Union (7'ippels
kirch) to the German lloreign Miniltry 

No information available on military preparations in three 
Soviet military districts. 

The German Foreign Mit~istry to the German Embauy ix 
Great Britain _ 

Goring's and Neurath's assurances to Mastny referred only 
to tM' Austrian action and did not involve a guarantee of the 
Integrity of Czechoslovakia. 

The German Minilter in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Hodza's attitude to the British guarantee to Czechoslovakia. 

The German Minider in C:echo&lovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Hodza; the pact with Russia; changes in 
the Coalition ; the entry of the Sudeten German Party into the 
Government ; question of officials in Sudeten German area; 
freedom to profess any ideology, 

The German Charge tl'Atfaires in Great Britain (Woermann) 
to the Germatl Foreign Ministry 

Comments on Chamberlain's speech In the House of Com
mons on March 24: impression created by speech that compre
hensive assurance given by Germany to Czechoslovakia; no 
new British assurances; probability of British intervention. 

The German Mim&ter in Czechoslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Beran; question of Sudeten German offi· 
cials; the French and Soviet pacts; possible Sudeten German 
participation in the Government; elections. 

Memorandmn for the l'oreign Mini&ter 
Suggestion for Sudeten German demands to be made to the 

Czech Government. 

U111igned Report With Bnclosure11 
Conversation with Henlein and Frank. Henlein's meeting 

with Hitler, at which he was assured of the latter's complete 
support for his aims. Frank mentions C1..ech mllltary prepara· 
tions In the Sudeten German area, about which he has pro
tested to Hodza. 

Memorandum by the Cou111elor of the Gf.'rman· Embassy irl 
FraMe (Brauer) for the Foreign MiniBtry 

Conversation with the !'olish Counselor of Embassy, who 
expressed his country's dissatisfaction with the French attl· 
tude to the Polish-Lithuanlan controversy and maintained that 
the Soviet Union would not actively Intervene In a European 
war. 

Page 

1M 

184 

185 

186 

19'l 

193 

197 

197 

202 

• 
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Date and 
Doc. No. 

1938 
M'a.r. 29 

109 

Mar. 29 
110 

Mar. 31 
111 

Mar. 31 
112 

Mar. Sl 
113 

Apr .. 1 
114 

Apr. 2 
115 

Apr. 2 
116 

Apr. -i 
117 

Apr. 

Subject 

Drafl of Dupatc'A by the Foreiqn Minister to the Germa11 Lega,. 
tilm ita Czec'Ao!JlofxJ.1da, EncZo11ing a Memorandum &1 the 
Foreiqn M inilter 

Minute of Foreign M:.1n1str7 discussion on Sudeten German 
questions ; Sudeten German Party tully supported by Ger
many: final aim to be total freedom: Sudeten German Party, 
not the Reich Government, to be negotiating partner with 
Czechoslovak Government. 

Memorandum 
Foreign diplomats assured that anxiety over German-czecho

slovak relations is unnecessacy it Czechoslovakia respects her 
obligations to the Sudeten Germans. 

Memorandum llg the Foreign Mitailter 
Conversation with Mastny. Czech desire for better relations 

with Germany ; Minorities Statute envisaged. Ribbentrop In
sists that Sudeten German question must be settled before any 
new agreement is contemplated. 

The Genn.ata Minister ita CzechosZoookia (Ei/JenZohr) to the 
German. Forei{Jfl Mitai/Jtf'11 

Sudeten German demonstrations ; Hodza said to be willing to 
reach understanding and to open dlsctlSSions with Sudeten Ger· 
man Party. 

The Germa• Charg6 d.'Aflairu ita Czecl.o&lofxJ.kia (Beneke) to 
the German. Foreign, Miniltrg 

Henleln requests that rumors of Intended entcy of German 
troops after April 10 should· be stopped. Preparation of unl· 
forms and swastika 11.ags in Sudeten German area. 

Min11te bg the 8tate 8ecretarg (Weiz!Jiicker) 
The Hungarian Minister inquires about Germany's views on 

Yugoslav neutrality in the event of war between Hungary and 
a third power. 

Minute by the 8tate Secretary (Weizsiicker) 
Conversation with the Czechoslovak Minister: unification of 

the Sudeten German Parties; reinforcements of Czech frontier 
guards. 

The Genna• Foreign Minidry to the Germata Legatilm ita 
Czec'Ao&Zovakia 

The German Minister is asked to protest to the Czechoslovak 
Government on the arming of Czech inhabitants of the frontier 
areas and police reinforcements. 

The German Ambassa4or ita France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

As a result of the An&chlus&, France fears further changes in 
Central Europe, and points out her obligations to Czechoslo
vakia. 

The German Foreiqn Mini·&tf'11 to the German. Legatilm in 
Czechoslovakia 

Formation of a uniformed volunteer defense force in' Sudeten 
German area considered inexpedient by Germany. 
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CHA.PTEII II. FBOY THE ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA TO THE MAY CRISis-continued 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Apr. 8 

119 

Apr. 8 
12~ 

Apr. 8 
121 

Apr. 8 
122 

Apr. 9 
123 

Apr. 9 
124 

Apr. 9 
125 

Apr. 11 
126 

Apr. 12 
127 

Subject 

The German Embassu in France to the German Foreign Min
i.Btru 

Conference between French Foreign Minister and French 
diplomatic representatives In Central and Eastern Europe; 
review of European alllances In the light of a possible attack 
on Czechoslovakia. 

The German Ambassador In France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministru 

French Government's repeated statements that France will 
Intervene In the event of an attack on Czechoslovakia find little 
echo in the pre~s and public opinion. 

The Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht, to the German 
Foreign M inistru 

Discussion between Hodza and Sudeten German representa· 
tives; Hodza prepared to grant concessions; this regarded by 
Germany as a means of gaining time; further demands to be 
made. 

The German Embassu in Great Britain to the German Foreign 
Mimstru 

· France said to be sounding Poland and Rumania on their 
attitude to the passage of Russian troops In the event of Soviet• 
Czechoslovak Pact coming into operation. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministru 

Growing tension in Sudeten German area ; German Interven
tion expected ; Sudeten German Party no longer desire under
standing; Elsenlohr recommends a reassuring statement from 
Germany. 

Minu.te btl the State Secretaru (Weizsitcker) 
Broadcast commentary on Henlein's speech on future policy 

to be given: representatives of the Yolksdeutsche MittelBteZZe 
to visit the disturbed Sudeten German areas. 

The Yolksdeutsche MittelsteZZe to the Headquarter• of the SA 
In future the SA Is requested to refrain from propaganda 

activities on the Sudeten German frontier. 

Interdepartmental Minute of the Foreign Ministru 
Soviet-Rumanlan negotiations on the right to march through 

the country likely to be conducted through the agency of 
France or Czechoslovakia. 

E~etracts From Letter• From the Counselor of Embatttt1/ in Moll
cow (Tippel&kirch) to 01/ICiallf of the Foreign Ministru 

Rumor that Russia likely to open negotiations with Rumania 
on the right of transit of troops ; negotiations may be made 
through mediation of Paris; Russia treats Czechoslovak ques
tion with reserve. 
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CB..ll'TU II. FBOK THE ANNEXATION OF AUSTJIU. TO THE MAY CJusis-Contlnued 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Apr. 14 

12.8 

Apr. 14 
1:.'U 

Apr. 19 
130 

Apr. 21 
131 

J.~pr. 7] 
182 

Apr. 22 
133 

Apr. 23 
1M 

Apr. 24 
13a 

.~pr. 25 
136 

Apr. 25 
137 

Ap;;:" 26 
l38 

Subject 

The Supreme Headquarter&, the Wehrmacht, to the German 
J'areign M inUitrtl 

Enclosing memorandum of conversation between Sudeten 
German Party delegates and Bodza; c~mplaints about press 
censorship; Bodza states that municipal elections will take 
place in June; no decision yet on 1\lay 1 celebrations. Sudeten 
German memorandum submitted. 

The Supreme Headquarters, the Wellnnarllt, to the German 
J'oreign M illilltry 

UnleMS the Sudt>ten Gt>rrnan Party !lpP<'ilies its demands, 
Greut Britain will llllliUDie thut they do not dt>sire a Sl'ttlement; 
solution by for("f.> would f'ntail lt'rc>m·h and probably British 
intervention. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlollr) to the 
Uermafl l'areigfl Ministry 

Attack on Beneke's residence. 

Jntertlepartmetltal Minute of the Foreign .Ministry 
No negotiations In Buchare11t on right of transit for Russian 

troops. 

Note& Made by the l'iihrer'a Adjutant (Schmundt) on Ob&erva.. 
tion& Made by the Fuhrer on the Contetnparary Stratetgic 
Situation 

Necessity of Italian cooperation; comparative armaments. 

Metnarandum on Operation "G•·eetl" Initialell by the Fuhrer's 
Adjutant (Schmundt) 

Bitler-Keitel conversation of April 21; attack to come after 
period of diplomatic discussions culminating in a crisis, or as 
the result of an incident: military tactics. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Fareign, Ministry 

Eisenlohr requests detailed German radio reports on 
speeches at Sudeten German Party Congress because of effect 
on Sudeten Germans. 

Memarandutn of the Eight Detnanlls Made by Konrall Hetllein 
at the Sudeten German Party Congre1111 at Karlsbad 

Benleln's eight Karlsbad demands. 

The German Foreign Ministry~ to Head• of German Missions 
Abroall 

In the light of the situation in Germany certain security 
measures are to be taken by missions abroad. 

The German Fareign Mini&try to the German Legation in 
Buchared 

The Legation is asked to ascertain whether rumors of Rus
sian-Rumanian negotiations on the right of transit of troops 
are true. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisetllohr) to the 
German Foreign Alinistrtl 

Czech press reaction to Henlein's Karlsbad speech; way for 
n4!ifotlatlon still open. 
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CHAPTEBIL FBOll THE ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA TO Tim l\IA Y CBISIS-(Jontlnued 

Dateaud Subject Page Doc. No. 

1938 
Apr. 29 The German Charg6 il'Aflaires in Great Britain (Th. Korilt) . 246 

139 to the German Foreign Ministry 
Conversation with Lord Halifax, who assured Germany that 

no new mllltary commitments had resulted from the Anglo-
French talks and advocated cooperation between Germany, 
Britain, and the United States. 

Apr. 30 The German Charg6 il'Aflaires in Great Britain (Th. Korilt) 248 
140 to the German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with the Italian Counselor of Embassy on the 
Grandl-Halifax conversation, at which Halifax informed 
Grandi that, as a result of the Anglo-French talks, no further 
political obligations and military commitments had been under· 
t'lken. 

Apr. 30 The German Minister in Rumania (Fabrici·us) to the German 249 
141 l'oreign Ministry 

Russian aircraft, purchased by Czechoslovakia, flown to 
Czechoslovakia over Rumania ; no negotiations on right of 
transit of troops. 

Apr. 38 The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 250 
142 Foreign Ministry 

Comnen denies that Sovlet-Rumanian negotiations on right 
of transit of Soviet troops have taken place; relations between 
Rumania and the Soviet Union apparently strained. 

Apr. SO The German. Chargd il'Af/aires in Great Britain (Th. Korilt) 252 
143 to tll.e G.erman Foreign Ministry 

In conversation with an agent of the German Embassy, 
Daladier stresses the importance of Great Britain, as a free 
agent, exerting pressure on Prague. 

May 1 The German Ambassador in Francfl (Wel~zr,ck) to thfl German 253 
144 Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Bonnet; Anglo-French cooperation not 
directed against a third power; peaceful solution of the Sude-
ten German question could lead to understanding with Ger-
many, 

ltlay 3 The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 255 
145 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Lord Halifax; Britain to make a ild· 
marche In Prague; Germany, while demanding equality of 
rlgbts for the Sudeten Germans, wishes the negotiations to·be 
carried out directly between Sudeten Germans and Czecho-
slovak Government. 

May 5 The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 256 
146 Foreign Mini&try '. Purchase of aircraft by Czechoslovakia from the Soviet 

Union. 

May 6 The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 257 
147 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation between an agent of the Embassy and a French 
Senator: growing French desire to avoid war over Czechoslo-
vakia ; tbe Franco-Sovlet Pact a hindrance to Franco-German 
relations: Franco-Italian relations; Itallan economic pollcyln 
the Balkans. 
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CHAPTEB II. FROM THE ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA TO THE MAY CRISis-Continued 

Date and' 
Doc. No. 

1938 

Subject Pare 

May '1 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 260 
148 German Foreign Ministry 

May '1 
149 

May 7 
150 

May 10 
151 

May 11 
152 

May 11 
158 

May 11 
154 

May 12 
155 

May 12 
156 

May 12 
157 

Disturbances In the frontier areas. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Emba88y in Italy 
tor the Foreign Minister and State Secretar11 

The British Ambassador announces that Great Britain has 
made representations to Prague for a comprehensive settle
ment of the Sudeten German problem, and hopes for German 
cooperation. 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the For
eign Minister, With Memorandum From the British Em· 
ba8S1/ 

Enclosing memorandum by the British Ambassador; the 
Anglo-French talks ; need for Franco-German rapprochement; 
British and French dOOtarches In Prague. 

M emorandutn. 
Conversation wlth Mr. Kirkpatrick, who felt that, It Ger

man demands In the Sudeten German question were made 
known -to Britain, the British Government could secure their 
acceptance by the Czech Government. 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Paul Reynaud, who admits the need for 
a radical settlement of the Sudeten German question. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministrg 

Enclosing report of speech by Kallnin, who states that Rus
sia wlll fulfill her treaty obligations to the last letter. 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 
British Ambassador hands over a memorandum and states 

the British Government's desire for a peaceful solution of the 
Czechoslovak question. 

Memorandum 
Benlein to visit London ; Karlsbad demands to be stated as 

condition for settlement; Czech opposition would mean demand 
for right of self-determination. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia. (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Mmidry 

Danger of discovery by Czech Government of transmission 
of money and documents by Legation to Sudeten German 
Party. 

The German Minister in Czecho8tovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

British and French dOOtarches In Prague ; Czechoslovakia 
urged to seek settlement, even at great sacrifice. Elsenlohr 
regards agreement possible if full equality of rights granted. 
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266 
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269 

273 

274 

274 
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·cuAPTDII. FBOH THE ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA TO THE MAY CRISis-continued 

Date and Subject Page Doc. No. 
1-

1938 
May 13 The German Minuter in Czechoslovakia (Eillenlohr) to the 276 

158 German Foreign Ministry 
Tense situation in frontier regions; Sudeten Germans now 

hope for union with Germany; British and French demarches 
convince the Government of need for compromise: Czech 
doubts of the Integrity of Sudeten German Party. 

May U Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) tor the. 280 
1159 Foreign Minister 

Welzsiicker Informs United States Ambassador and Italian 
Charg6 d'Affaires that certain Czech circles, out of fear of a 
disintegration of Czechoslovakia, are working up a European 
crisis. 

May 17 The Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht, to the Foreign 280 
160 Ministry 

Poland is not prepared to give a military guarantee to 
Czechoslovakia, as requested by France. ' 

May 17 The German Minilter in Czechoslovakia (EisenZohr) to the 281 
161 ·German Foreign Ministry 

As a result of the British and French tUmarches conversa" 
tlons on nationalities question to be started between Czecho-
slovak Government and Henlein. 

May 17 The German Ambassador in Poland (MoZtke) to the German 282 
162 Foreign Ministry 

Polish attitude to the Czechoslovak question ; reports of 
French pressure for a change in Poland's anti-Czech attitude 
untrue. 

May 17 Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 284 
163 Conversation with Fran~:ols-Poncet, who assured Ribbentrop 

that France would work for a settlement of the Sudeten Ger-
man problem : consequences for France of armed intervention 
In a German-Czech conflict 

May 18 The German Minister in Czecho&lovakia (EisenZohr) to the 289 
164 German Foreign Ministry 

Instructions given to Sudeten German Party press by Party 
leaders to adopt trenchant tone, and to state plebiscite as aim 
appear contradictory to instructions from Germany. Elsenlohr 
requests instructions. 

May 18 The German Foreign Mini8try to Certain German Mission& 290 
165 Abroad 

Diplomatic missions are asked to report on tendency of cer-
taln Czech circles to create a European crisis from the Sudeten 
German question. . . 

May 19 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign 290 
166 Minister 

Hungary would be forced to take action ln the event of a 
German-Czech conflict. 

May 19 Minute b71 an Otftcial of Political Division IV (Altenburg) 291 
167 Visit of the leader of German group In Slovakia to the For-

eign Ministry regarded as breach of. discipline. 
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Dllteand 
Doe. No. 

1938 
May 19 

168 

1938 
May20 

169 

.May 20 
170 

May 20 
111 

May20 
112 

May20 
113 

May 20 
174 

May20 
175 

May 20 
176 

Ma7 21 
177 

Subject 

Minde bll the Preridml of the Secret Cabinet Council (Nell
ratll.) 

Conversation with the French Ambassador; •·rench objection 
to Mu11110lini's speech in Genoa; Neurath Insists that Britain 
and France could decide tbe course of events In Czechoslovakia. 

CBAI'TEB IlL THE liAY C&ISIS AND ITS REPEBCCSSIOSS 

The Germ«" Minister in Czoohoslovakia (Ei11e11lohr) to the 
German l'oreign. Min is try 

Czeck Government's anxiety over reports of German troop 
povements In Saxony. 

JlewJf'andum by the State Set'f'etaru (Wei::slickcr) for the 
l'oreigfl MiniJ!ter 

Conversation with Mastny: Intentions of Czech Government 
in nationality questionK; Czechoslovakia· accuKed of &'J)read· 
ing rumors of German troop concentrations and so stirring up 
a crhlis. 

Minvte bll the State Secretary (WeizBlicker) for the E'oreign 
Minister 

British Ambassador assured that report of German troop 
concentrations Is untrue. 

Minvte by CovnBelor of Legation Keuel in the Foreign Min-
i.dry tor the State Secretary 

The German Legation in Prague Informed that reports of 
German troop concentrations are untrue. Czech Government 
to be informed. 

Memorandum bfl an O!ficial of l'olitical Division IV in the 
Foreign. Minillfrg (Altenburg) for the State Secretary 

Inquiries have been made Into rumors of troop coucentra-
tlons, and denials Issued to Prague. 

Minvte by the Foreign Minister 
Czech Minister requested to ask his Government to prevent 

further provocation of Sudeten Germans: Prague accused of 
spreading rumors of German troop concentrations. 

Letter From the Chief of Svpreme HeadquarterB, the Wehr· 
tMCht, (Keitel) lo the Fii.hrer, Enclosing Bevi&etl lJro.ft 
Directi'fJe/or Operation "Green" 

Political possibilities for commencing the operation; eco-
nomic warfare. 

TAe Director of the YolkBdeutsche MittelsteUe to the E'oreign. 
.ll inistrtt 

The Sudeten German press must adhere to the eight Karls-
bad points. 

Tltl Germa11 Minister in CzechosltrDakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
Germa11 Foreign. Ministry 

In view of German denials of troop concentrations, Czecho-
solvakla reduces call-up of rese"ists ; Hodza in agreement 
with Frank's demand for federallzation or a plebiscite. 
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CBAl'TEB III. THE MAY CBlsis AND ITs REPEBcussioNs-contlnued 

Date and Subject Pa&e Doc. No. 

1988 
llay 21 The German Foreign Ministry to Certain German Missions 806 

178 Abroad 
Situation In Sudeten German areas; diplomatic missions to 

give no Information on German mllltary and political alms. 

May 21 Minute by an O.tncial of the Foreign Ministry (Heyden-Rynsch) 307 
179 for the State Secretary 

Jodi's assurance that no troop concentrations apart from nor-
mal maneuvers had taken place In Saxony and Lower Austria. 

May 21 Minute by an Ojftcial of the Foreign Ministry (Heyden-Ryn.sch) 308 
180 tor the State Secretary 

Maneuvers in Austria Intended for May 20 not started ; no 
large-scale maneuvers ln Silesla. 

May 21 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 308 
181 German Foreign Ministry 

Frank warns Hodza against declaring state of emergency in 
Sudeten German area; Sudeten German Party demands dis-
missal of Chief of General Starr. 

May 21 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) and Mm- 309 
182 tary AttacM of the German Legation in Czechoslovakia 

(TotlBsaint) to the German Foreign Ministry and War 
Ministry 

Conversation with the Czechoslovak Chief of Staff, who de-
scribed mllltary measures taken by Czechoslovakia as neces-
sary in view of reported German troop concentrations, and the 
breaking-otT of negotiations with the Sudeten German Party. 

May 21 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 311 
183 German Foreign Ministry 

Request for permission to burn unnec.-ssary paper11. 

May 21 Memorandum b1/ the Foreign Minister 311 
184 . Conversation with the British Ambassador, who is re-

proached for allowing publication of a statement on reported 
German troop concentrations; the situation In Sudeten German 
areas; CZ61 ' military measures. 

May 21 Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) tor the For- 314 
185 eign Minister 

Conversation with the British Ambassador; British anxiety 
over the situation In Czechoslovakia; Germany entreated. to 
remain calm : Halifax's statement on French and British obll-
gatlons; Welzsllcker denies aggressive Intentions by Germany. 

May 21 Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 315 
186 British Ambassador communicates request from Halifax 

for German pressure on Henleln to resume negotiations, and· .. 
points out consequences of German attack on Czechoslovakia; 
Ribbentrop recommends pressure on Prague. 

May 22 Memorandum 818 
187 French Ambassador stresses the consequences of a further 

I 
aggravation of tbe C:r.ech flltuatlon. 
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CH.A.P'l'EB III. Tm: MAY Clusis AND ITs REPEBCUssioNs-contlnued 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
May 22 

188 

May 22 
189 

May 22 
190 

May 22 
191 

·May 23 
192 

May 23 
. 193 

May 23 
194 

May 23 
195 

May 23 
196 

May 23 
197 

Subject 

Minute liV the State Secretary (Weizsilcker) tor the Forei{lft 
Minister 

Conversation with the British Ambassador; British Military 
AttacMs sent to Investigate reports of German troop move
ments. 

Minute bV the State Secretary (Weizsiicker), Enclosing Copv 
ot Letter From the British Amba1111ador in Germanv (Hen-
derson) for the Foreign Minister · 

British Ambassador hands over letter from Halifax to Rlb
bentrop, requesting Germany to refrain from precipitate action. 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

French anxiety over the situation ; great hope placed In 
British mediation, 

The German Amba11sador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Lord Halifax; Dirksen reviews recent 
developments In the Sudeten German question ; Halifax em
phasizes the danger of armed interyentlon by Germany. 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministrv 

French Minister of Education emphasizes France's deter
mination to oppose with force any armed Intervention by Ger
many In Czechoslovakia. 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 
Conversation with Attollco; assurance by Rlbbentrop that 

no German troop concentrations had taken place on Czech 
frontier ; South Tyrol question. 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Daladier; French anxiety over Czecho
slovakia; necessity of carrying out treaty obligations; Wel
czeck surveys effects of peace treaties on minority problems. 

Minute 
British Ambassador In Rome states Britain's position In a 

possible conflict. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Czechoslovak military measures said to have been taken by 
Bene!!. In agreement with French. 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign 
Minister, Enclosing Letter From the British Ambassador 
in Germany (Henderson) 

In answer to a letter from Henderson suggesting the sending 
of a British observer to the Sudeten German area, Welzsllcker 
says German Government bas no objection. Germany sees no 
practical results of British demarche in Prague. . 
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330 
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CBAPTEB III. Tm: MAT CBisxs AND ITB.REPQCUssioNs-contlnued 

Date and Subject Page Doc. No. 

1938 
May 23 The German Charg~ il'AflairetJ in Hungary (Werkmei&ter) to 331 

198 the German Foreign Minifltrg 
Rumania and Yugoslavia said to have given assurance of 

armed assistance In the event of Hungarian action against 
Czechoslovakia, but not In event of German-czech contlict. 

May 24 Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weiz11iicker) for the 332 
199 Foreign Mini&ter 

In conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson, Weizsiicker 
states the Immediate steps necessary for settlement of the 
Sudeten German problem. 

May 24 The .German Foreign Minilltt'fl to the German Legation in 333 
200 Hungary 

Report of American Intention to stand by Britain and France 
In the event of war. 

May 24 The German Ambauador in PolantJ (MoZtke) to the German 333 
201 Foreign Minilltrv 

France said to have appealed to Poland to associate her· 
self with Anglo-French efforts to preserve peace; Poland likely 
to remain neutral. 

May 24 The German Amba8tJador in Great Britain (Dirklltm) to the 334 
202 German Foreign Ministrv 

Conversation with Lord Halifax, who requests more moder· 
ate tone In German press: further British pressure In Prague. 

May 24 The German Amba.ssador in FraJWe (Welczeck) to the German 336 
203 Foreign M initJtry 

French dissatisfaction with Polish attitude: Poland promises 
to stand by Polish-French alllance If France Is attacked •. 

May 24 The German Foreign Ministrv to the German Emba811'V in 336 
204 Great Brltai11. 

Halifax's statement that France would attacr Germany In 
the event of a German invasion of Cz~hoslovakla In whatever 
circumstances, regarded as an attempt to Intimidate Germany. 

1\Iay 24 The German Mini11ter in Rumania (FabriciutJ) to the German 337 
205 Foreign MiniBtt'fl 

Rumania only to Intervene If Hungary attacks Czechoslo-
valda; no right of transit conceded to Russian troops. 

May 24 The German Foreign Ministrv to the German Legation in 338 
206 Czecho11lovakia 

Data on German troop movements: calling-up of reservists 
denied: no transfer of L'Uftteal/e units. 

May 25 The Supreme H eadquarter8, the W ehrmacht, to the Foreign 339 
207 MinitJtt'fl ~ 

German troop movements to and from Austria. 

May 25 The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirk11en) to the 339 
208 German Foreign Ministt'fl 

Masaryk states that Czechoslovakia Is ready to comply with 
German demands compatible with Czech Independence. 
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CHAPTEB III. THill MAY Caisis AND ITs REPEBCUSSIONs-()ontlnued 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
May 25 

209 

· May 26 
210 

May 28 
211 

May 26 
212 

May 27 
213 

May 27 
214 

May 28 
215 

SubJect 

The Genna~ Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eiamlohr) to the 
Germa~ Foreign Ministry 

A report by the British Military AttacM In Berlin on Ger· 
man troop concentrations said to have been the cause of Czech 
moblllzatlon ; Improved prospect for negotiations between 
Sudeten German Party and Government. 

The German Ambassador in France (Welc::eck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

· Conversation with l\1. Bonnet; J!'rench pressure in Prague; 
Czech stubbornness attributed by Welczeck to reliance on 
French help. 

The German AmbaB&atlor in Italy (Mackenam) to the German 
Foreign· M iniatry 

Conversation with Ciano: attitude of certain German jour· 
nalists In Rome unsatisfactory; Italian understanding tor Ger
man attitude In Czech question. 

The German Ambaasatlor in Great Britain (Dirkaen) to tlt.e 
German Foreign Ministry 

Tension In Britain on May 20 and 21 attributed to pessl· 
mlstic reports from Sir Nevile Henderson. 

E~ttract From a Letter From the German Amba&aatlor in the 
Soviet Union (Bchulmburg) to an OOZcitd of the German 
Foreign Ministry (Schliep) 

German Ambassador ln Moscow does not believe that Ru· 
mania wlll grant transit rights to Russia; Russian press re
served with regard to Czech question. 

The German Foreign Ministry to Certain German Mil8iona 
Abroall 

Italian wish to remain aloof in the Czech question. 

Memorandum 
British Military Attache gives explanation of the Czech mili

tary measures resulting from rumors of German troop move-
ments. 

Pa1e 

840 

343 

845 

348 

348 

849 

349 

May 28 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizaiicker) 350 
216 Sir Nevile Henderson makes tentative suggestions for an 

Impartial commission to investigate incidents on the German
Czech frontier. 

May 28 Memoranllum by the Stete Secretary (Weizaiicker) 352 
217 Sir Nevile Hendersoa states that in the event of extreme 

provocation by the Czechs, Britain will withhold her support. 

May 28 The German Minister in Czechoalovakia (Eisoolohr) to tlt.e 353 
218 German Foreign MiniBtry 

Hodza now prepared to continue negotiations with Benlein: 
moblllzation measures to be cancelled: British Minister asked 
by Eisenlohr to advocate cancellation of certain measures. 

e.May28 Minute bg an OOZcial of Political DiviBion I ot the Foreign 354 
219 Miniatry (Heyden-Rynaclt.) 

Conversation between Frank, Heyden-Rynsch, and Welz. 
slicker. Frank discusses policy to be adopted. 
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1938 
May 29 

220 

May SO 
221 

May SO 
222 

Ma1 SO 
22S 

May 31 
224 

May 31 
225 

May 31 
226 

May 31 
227 

May 31 
228 

1938 
June 1 

229 

Subject 

The German Amba.uador in Italy (Maekensen) to the German 
Foreiun Ministru 

In order to adapt himself to German policy, Mui!sollnl 
wishes to know Germany's ftnal aim regarding Czechoslovakia. 

Directive tor Operation "Gr·een" From the Fuhrer to the Com-
mander• in Chief, With Coverin(l Letter From the Chief 
of Supreme Headquarter•, the Wehrmaeht (Keitel) 

The German AmbaBsa.tJor in the Soviet llnion (Schule.nburu) 
to the German l'oreif/1& Ministry 

Czechoslovak Minister in Moi!Cow expresses confidence ln 
British and Russian armed help In the event of war; other 
diplomats In Moscow Rkeptlcal of Russian Intervention, 

The German Foreiun Ministry to the German EmbaB4V in 
ltalu 

German alms In Czechoslovakia remain as stated during 
Hitler's visit to Italy, and as set forth In the Karlsbad pro-
gram. 

Minute bl/ the State Secretaru (Weizsiicker) 
Conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson; German objections 

to Impartial commission; British complaint over German press 
attitude; Henderson suggests that Germauy Rhould make pub-
lie concessions already made by Czechs. 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 
German. Foreiun Ministry 

No proposal so far to Czechoslovakia of an Impartial com-
mlssJ.on, which Czechs would welcome. Elsenlohr recommends 
as urgent measures demobilization, change from State to local 
pollee. 

The German Amba88ador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 
State Secretaru (Weiz•iicker) 

Dirksen asks for Instructions tor conversation with Cham-
berlaln on Germany's alms In Czechoslovakia and for guhlance 
on conversation with the United States Ambassador, 

The German AmbaBBador in the United State11 (Dieck'hoff.J to 
the State Secretaru (Weizsiicker) 

America shows little understanding for German demands : 
British and French attempts to win America to their side; 
statements by Roosevelt and Hull ; anti-German teellng, 

Minute bu the State Secretaru (Weizsiicker) 
Moltke to Inform the Polish Foreign Ministry that Germany 

appreciates recent attitude of Polish Government. 

CHA.PTEB IV. FBOK TBil }fAy CRISIS TO THE RUNCIKA.N MISSION 

The German AmbaBBador in Italu (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Italy to do nothing which might disturb atmosphere of Sude
ten German-Czech negotiations, 

XLI 

Pace 

• 356 

357. 

863 

Sst 

865 

367 

368 

. Stl9 

372 

873 
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1988 
.Tune 1 The State Secretary (Weizsacker) to the German Ambas&ador 374 

230 in Great Britain (Dirksen) 
Approval for conversation with Chamberlain : Germany be-

lleves In Britain's good Intentions in Prague but doubts If 
methods are suitable. 

June 1 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 375 
231 German Foreign Ministrg 

In the event of breakdown in negotiations between Hodza 
and Sudeten German Party, Czech Government would agree to 
a neutral commission. 

June 1 The State Secretarg (Weiz&acker) to the German Amba~&ador 376 
232 in ItaZg (Mackensen) 

Encloses a memorandum stating that France and Britain 
have received assurances of Italian neutrality In a German· 
Czech conflict. 

.Tune 1 Minute bg the State Secretarg (Weizsacker) 876 
283 British Ambassador states that Britain and France have 

already informed Czechoslovakia that In the event of war arts· 
lng out of an unreasonable Czech attitude, they will not sup-
port her. 

June~ Draft of a Letter From the Foreign Minister to the British 877 
234 Ambassador in Germang (Henderson) 

Halifax's statement of British I!!Upport for Czechoslovakia if 
attacked by Germany in any circumstances regarded as 
strengthening Czech intra~sigence and hindering Anglo-Ger· 
man understanding. 

June 2 EtZcerpl From a Strategic Studg for 1938 of the Supreme 879 
235 Hea~quarters of the Wehrmacht. 

Deployment and operational directives for Operation "Red." 

June 8 The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 3M3 
236 Foreign Mimstrg 

Under Czechoslovak pressure, Rumanian Government said to 
have given general consent for Russian aircraft bearing Czech 
markings to fly over Rumanian territory. 

June s Memorandum bg the Volksdeutsche MitteZIIteZle 884 
237 Henleln asks for Instructions on attitude to be adopted In 

the event of Czech Government acceding to all demands and 
demanding Sudeten German entry Into Government. 

June 8 Memorandum bg the Volksdeutsche MitteZsteUe 884' 
288 Arrangements for supply of information to Volksdeutsche 

MUtel&teUe and exchange of information between branches of 
the Sudeten German Party. 

June 3 Mintde bg the State Secretary (Weizslicker) 885 
239 The German Ambassador in Paris is to ask M. Bonnet if he 

will deny certain reports appearing In the French press. 
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1938 
June 3 Minute bfl the Under State Secretaru (Woennann) for the 3lJ6 

240 State Secretaru (Weiz&acker) 
Conversation with the Hungarian Minister on developments 

In the Sudeten German question ; Germany feels Czechs encour-
aged by the attitude of Britain and France. 

[June4) The German Foreign Mini&try to the German Legation in 387 
241 Czecho&lovakia 

French said to be trying to stiffen Czech resistance and exert-
lng pressure on Rumania to grant transit rights to Russia. 

June 4 The Gennan Amba&&ador In France (Welczeck) to the German 387 
242 Foreign Mini&tru 

M. Bonnet admits that press reports of his speech were 
Incorrect and promises to issue dementi. 

June 4 The German Mini&ter in Czecho&lovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 389 
243 German Foreign Mini&tru 

Czech Ministers in Paris and London visit Prague giving 
warnings and suggestions from French and British Govern-
~ents. 

June 8 The Gennan Amba&sador in Great Britain (Dtrk8en) to the 390 
244 German Foreign Mini&tru 

Effect of the Czechoslovak crisis and the debate on air re-
armament on Anglo-German relations. 

June 9 The German Ambas&ador in Great Britain (Dirk8en) to the 396 
245 Germon Foreign Mini&tru 

Conversation with Lord Halifax; responsibUlty for the crisis 
of May 21; interpretation of the Franco-Czech Treaty of Al-
liance; attitude of German press; prospect of offer of autonomy 
byBeneA. 

June 9 The Gennan Minister in CzechoiJlovakia (Ei11enlohr) to the 398 
246 German Foreign MiniiJtru • Panic in Sudeten German spas as a result of German press 

and radio propaganda ; German propaganda said to be infiuene-
ing foreign opinion In favor of the Czechs. 

June 9 The German mbassador in Great Britain (Dirk&en) to the 399 
247 German Foreign Ministru 

Enclosing memorandum on the Times article on Czechoslo-
vakla of June 3; suggestion of a plebiscite said to correspond 
with Chamberlain's views. 

June 10 Memorandum btl the State Secretaru (Weizsi'icker) tor the 401 
248 Foreign Mini&ter 

Hungarian Minister In Berlin discusses a suggestion by Gor-
lng that Hungary should take part in a German-czech conflict. ~ . 

June 10 The German Mini&ter in Czecho11lovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the 402 
249 German Foreign MiniiJtru 

Hodza considered likely to negotiate with Sudeten German 
Party on the basis of the Party's new memorandum. 

June 10 The German Amba11sador in Great Britain (Dirk&en) to the 403 
250 Gennan Foreign Ministry 

The effects of the crisis of May 21 In England. 
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1938 
.June 10 Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 400 

251 Conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson; Idea of sending 
Impartial commission abandoned by London; Britain anxious 
to cooperate in solving the problem: Lord Halifax's statement 
on French intervention said by Henderson to be a misunder-
standing. 

.June 10 The BrltlBh Amba1111ador In Germany (HenderBon) to the Ger- 411 
252 man Foreign Minillter 

Enclosing text of Halifax's despatch on conversation with 
Dirksen on May 22. 

June 11 Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 412 
253 Conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson; the British posl· 

tlon ln the event of French Intervention. 

June 13 Copy of E:etract From a Private Letter From the Counselor 413 
254 of the German Embassy in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) 

to an OtflciaZ of the Germsn Foreign MiniBtry (Schliep) 
Lltvlnov advises Czechoslovak Minister to come to terms 

with minorities. 

June 13 Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) tor the 414 
255 Foreign Minuter 

Polish Ambassador states that combined Polish and German 
press~re on Czechoslovakia Incurs too many risks. 

Ju'ne 1T Memorandum b11 the German Ambassador in France (Wel- 415 
256 czeck) tor the Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with M. Bonnet; Bonnet's desire for Franco-
German understanding; 'the Sudeten German problem; the 
Spanish war. 

June 18 Minute by the State Secretary (Weinlicker) tor the Foreign 417 
257 Minister 

Conversation with Mast}ly ; German propaganda creating 
• difficulties for Czechs In negotiations; Czech military meas-

ures; Rll;lbentrop defends Hess' speeeh. 

June 18 The German Ambassttdor in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to 419 
258 the German Foreign J!inistru 

Rumanian Charge d'Affaires denies that Rumania has 
granted transit rights by air to the Soviet Union. 

(June 
20] Memorandum 420 

259 Germany's position in the event of war; no war aim In the 
West i aim in the East only attainable If the West does not In-
terfere; immediate tasks of German diplomacy. 

June Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 422 
260 Attollco ·reports on the Ciano-Stoyadlnovich and French· 

Yugoslav·CQnver~atlons; Briti~h-Yugoslav relations; Yugoslav 
attitude to ·the Axis; Italy and Yugoslavia disinterested in 
Sudeten German question. 

June 22 The German AmbaBBador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to 423 
261 the German Foreign Ministru 

Soviet attitude during the May crisis: press comments: 
Soviet attitude dependent on action by Britain and France. 
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June 22 The German Ambas•atlor in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to 426 

262 the German Foreign Minittrg 
Polish Charg6 d'Affaires states that agreement on alr tran-

slt with Russia not yet effected; Soviet aircraft purchased by 
Czechoslovakia allowed to fly over. 

June 2S The German Minister in CzechoBlovakia (Euenlohr) to the 427 
268 German Foreign Mini8trg 

Proposed exchange of rolling stock between RuBBia and Ru-
mania; transport of Soviet troops through Rumania unlikely 
to be allowed. 

June 2S Memorandum bg the Foreign Minuter tor the Fuhrer 428 
264: Conversation with the French Ambassador; Ribbentrop op-

poses idea of discussion between Great Powers on Czechoslo-
vakia ; French system of alliances ; spheres of interest should 
be delimited; Jack of justification for French inte"ention. 

June 2S The German. Mini8ter in Rumania (Fabriciu&) to the Germaa 481 
265 Foreign M i.,.utrg 

Landing of Russian aircraft in the Bukovlna; visits of Ru· 
manlan General Staff to Cernowltz. 

June 23 The German Amba.&ador in Great Britain (Dirklen) to the 482 
266 German. Foreign Mini8trg 

Conversation with Chamberlain ; British efforts for settle-
ment; Anglo-German settlement dependent on solution of Czech 
crisis; situation in Spain and the .l!'ar East; tension In Britain, 

June 24 The German Minister in Rumania (Fabriciull) to t1J.e German 484 
267 Foreign Ministrg 

Rejection by the King of Rumania of Czech proposal to 
transport Soviet aircraft via Rumania. 

June 25 Circular Despatch From the German Foreign Miniltrg to Cer· 485 
268 tain German Mia11ion11 Abroad 

The German-czechoslovak Treaty of Arbltratlon, although 
not to be announced, Is to be left out of account in dlscuBSions. 

June 13 Memorandum for the State Secretarv (Weizllikker) 436 
269 The treatment to date of the German-czechoslovak Treaty of 

Arbitration. 

June 26 Confidential Report by Dr. Albrecht Haullhofer to the Foreign 489 
:.no Minuter 

Survey of the situation In Britain In June 1938; prepared-
ness for war ; Germany as the. enemy ; Czech question a test 
case. 

June 27 7'he German Minister in Czechoalovakia (Ei11enlohr) to the 440 
:trl German Foreign Minutry ~ . 

Poland's attitude in the Sudeten German question dependent 
on definition of Polish and German spheres of interest. 

June 28 The German Amba1111atlor in Great Britain (Dirk&en) to tile 441 
272 German. Foreign Minilltry 

Conversation with Lord Halifax, who Inquires about the 
fate of certain Austrian personalities; the progresa of the 
Czech-Sudeten German n~>gotlatlona. 
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1938 
June 28 The German Foreign. Ministry to German Mission& Abroad 444 

273 The cooperation of Consulates in obtaining military lntelli· 
gence. 

June 30 The German Foreign Minutry to the German Embassy in 447 
274 Poland and the Legation in Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovak Government said to have Invited Polish (}ov-
ernment to open negotiations on trade and minority questions. 

July 1 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) tor the Foreign 448 
275 Minuter 

Italian Ambassador reports Rumanian fears that Germany 
will use Hungarian territory In an attack on Czechoslovakia. 

July 1 Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) for the For· 449 
276 eign Minister 

In conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson, Weizslicker de-
scribes state of Czech-Sudeten German negotiations as unsatis· 
factory. 

July 1 The German Ambassador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 449 
277 Foreign Mini& try 

Poland's attitude in a German-czech conflict likely to be one 
of neutrality; considerations In support of this view; possl-
blllty of Influencing Polish attitude by concessions. 

July 3 Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 453 
278 (Jonversation with Sir Nevile Henderson; Ribbentrop denies 

any accommodating attitude on the part of Prague; no unsatls-
factory solution to be forced on Sudeten Germans; anti-German 
feeling In Czechqslovakla ; spheres of interest should be de-
limited; Germany prepared for war in event of Czech provoca· 
tlon; the Jewish question. 

July 4 Memorandum by an. Ojftoial of the German Ministry of Eoo· 456 
279 nomios (WohZthat) 

Memorandum on conversations on political and economic 
questions In London during the International Whaling Con-
terence. 

July 5 Draft Memorandum by the Counselor of the German. Em- 467 
280 bassy in the Soviet Union (Tippelskiroh) tor the German 

Foreign Ministry 
Rumors of Soviet promise of help to Czechoslovakia ; Soviet 

Government claiming credit of averting war in May; Soviet 
desire to avoid war. 

July 5 The German AmbaBBador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 469 
281 German Foreign Ministry 

The psychological effect of the crisis on the British public 
and on Anglo-German trade. 

July 7 General Strategic Directive 473 
282' Dlrectttes for Operation "Green" and Operation "Red." 

July 7' The German Ambassador in France (Welozeck) to the Ger- 477 
283 ma,. Foreign Ministry 

French efforts to Induce Poland to state her attitude un-
successful. 
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1938 
July 1 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) tor the Foreign 478 

284 · Minister 
The Hungarian Minister in Berlin gives an account of his 

t"'nversatlon with Goring on Hungary's part in a German· 
Czech conflict and Hungarian relations with Yugoslavia, Ru· 
mania, and Poland. 

July 8 The German Ambassador in France (We'lcz6(:k) to the State 480' 
285 Secretary (Weizsacker) 

M. Bonnet to be urged to Increase French pressure on Prague. 

July 8 Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) tor the For- 481 
286 eign M iniBter 

Conversation with the United States Ambassador; British 
pollcy toward Czechoslovakia. 

July 9 Th'e German Ambassador tn Poland (MoJtke) to the German 482 
287 Foreign Ministry 

Beck denies rumors of change in Polish attitude to Czecho-
slovakia and says that Polish-Czech negotiations on ~lnority 
questions have yielded no result. 

July 12 Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 483 
288 Welzsil.cker points out to Ribbentrop the alternatives facing 

Germany as a result of mllltary preparations. 

July 12 The German Amba88ador m France (We'lczook) to the State 484 
289 Secretary (Weizsacker) 

M. Bonnet's optimism as a result of a conversation between 
Hitler and General Le Rond. 

July 14 The German Ambas.sador in Great Britain (Dirk.sen) to the 486 
290 German Foreign Ministry 

British attitude to Soviet treaties with France and Czecho-
slovakia. 

July 14 The German Minister in Cz~hoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 487 
291 German Foreign MiniBtry 

Czech-Sudeten German negotiations; Czech Government bllls 
considered Inadequate. 

July 15 Minute by the State Secretary (Weiztacker) tor the Foreign 488 
292 Minister 

Conversation with Sir Nevlle Henderson; British view of the 
Sudeten German problem ; necessity of warning Czechs not to 
rely unconditionally on British and French support; inade-
quacy of Czech offer. 

July 16 The German Minister in Czoohoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to tll.e 400 
298 German Foreign Ministry ~ . 

Russian aircraft ready for action on May 21 ; Russian alr· 
craft and crews in Czechoslovakia; Czech preparations for war. 

July 18 The British Ambassador in Germany (Henderson) to the State 400 
294 Secretary (Weizsacker) 

Observers sent by British Legation In Czechoslovakia to 
examine reports of C1.ech partial mobilization report no un· 
usual activity. 
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1938. 
July 18 Minute by the State Sect·etary (Weizaiicker) for the Jt'oreign 491 

295 Minilter 
Conversation with Attollco, who is convinced of French In· 

tenentlon In a German .Czech conflict; German Intentions tully 
understood by Italy, 

July 18 The German Amba1111ador in Italy (Mackenaen) to the German 492 
296 Foreign MiniBtry 

Bungarlan desire to know Italian attitude In the event of 
Hungarian participation In war. 

July 19 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizal.icket·) tor the Foreign 493 
297 Minider 

Conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson; Inadequacy of 
Czech program of legislation. 

July 19 The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embauy in Great 494 
298 Britain 

Failure of proposed Czech legislation to fulflll the eight 
Karlsbad demands.· 

July 10 'l'he German Ambassador in Gt·eat Britain (Dirk&en) to the 497 
290 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Sir Alexander Cadogan; unsatisfactory 
negotiations Jn Prague; Cadogan promises renewed British 
pressure and requests that German press refrain from publish· 
lng alarming reports on Czech military measures. 

July l9 Tile German Charg~ d'AfJaires in Poland (Wiihlisch) to the 499 
800 German Foreign Mimstry 

Polish objections to flying of Soviet aircraft to Czechoslo-
vakla via Rumania ; enclOsed report by the Air AttacM on 
ferrying of Soviet aircraft and transport of war material. 

July 20 The State S.ecretary (Websilcker) to the British Amba&Bador 501 
301 in Germany (Henderson) 

Eye witness reports contradict report of Briti(O;h obRervers on 
Czech mobilization; Czech preparations said to have been com-
pleted by July 17. 

July 20 Minute by the State Secretat·u (Weizsilcker) for the J<'oreign 502 
302 Mini&ter 

Sir Nevile Henderson hints that, In a personaJ Interview with 
Hitler, he could Induce him to take more favorable view of 
British pollcy. 

July 20 Minute by the State. Secretary (Weizsii('ket•) 503 
303 Conversation with von Kroslgk; military preparations may 

force upon Germany alternatives of action or retreat. 

July 21 Record by the State Secretary (Wei:rsiicker) of a Conversation 504 
so. With the Foreign Minister 

Weizsiicker skeptical of Germany's ability to win a war, and 
recommends achieving the dissolution of Czechoslovakia by 
economic pressure. 
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Minute bt/ the State Sect·etary (Weiz&ikker) July 22 505 

305 Conversation with Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes, who agreed 
that a state of partial mobilization existed in Czechoslovakia, 
that the British Government did not ascribe to Germany ill 
Intentions toward Czechoslovakia. 

Jul;v 22 Minute by the State Secretary (Weiz&iicker) 505 
306 Hungarian view of Russia's probable attitude in a German-

Hungarian-czech conflict. 

July 22 Minute bg the State Secretary (Weiz&iicker) 506 
307 Forster, Gauleiter of Danzig, returns from England con-

vinced that German attack on Czechoslovakia means war with 
Britain. 

July 22 The German Ambtu&ador in France (Welczeck) to the German 506 
308 Foreign, Minilltry 

The British Royal visit to Paris and the conversations con-
nected with it. 

July 22 The German Ambauador in Greae Britain (Dirksen) to the 509 
309 German Foreign Miniltry 

Conversation with Chamberlain, who asks Germany to ex-
haust all possibilities for a peaceful settlement; Czech Govern-
ment proposals felt by Britain to be Inadequate. 

July 23 The German Minilter in Belgium (Richthoten) to the German 510 
310 Foreign Minidrg 

Belgian King's anxiety over Czech situation. 

July 24 The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 511 
311 Ozechollovakia 

Proposal by German Embassy, London, to have a Sudeten 
German representative sent to London. 

J'uly 25 Minute by fhe State Secretary (Weiniicker) for the Foreign 511 
312 MiniRter 

Fran~ois-Poncf.'t's pes11imistic view of the situation. 

July 25 Minute by the State Secretary (Weiniicker) tor the Foreign 512 
313 Mini&ter 

The British Ambassador announces his Government's lnten· 
tlon to send Lord Runciman to Prague and asks for German 
cooperation. 

July 25 The German Charge d'AfJaires in Great Britain (7'11.. Kortlt) 514 
314 to the German Foreign Mini&trg 

British Government consider sending Lord Runciman as spe-
dal envoy to Prague: Britain convinced of necessity for further 

~- . concessions by Prague. 

July 26 Minute by the State Seffetarv (Weizsiicker) tor the Foreign 515 
315 Minister 

As the Runciman Mission has already been publicly an-
nounced, the German Governmf.'nt refuses to comment on lt. 

79716,-49-·vol. 11-4 
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J'uly 26 Minute by the State Secretary (Weiz&iicker) for the Foreign 515 

316 Mini&ter 
Conversation with Francois-Poncet; French agreement to 

dispatch of Lord Runciman; German and French defenses; 
Britain and France must warn Czechoslovakia that there Is a 
limit to their patience. 

J'uly 26 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign 517 
317 Minister · 

Belgian Minister in Germany skeptical of a peaceful solution 
of the Sudeten German problem. 

J'uly 26 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 517 
318 Germany declines to state her attitude to the Runciman 

.Mission as the matter has already appeared in the press. 

J'uly 27 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (EisenZohr) to the 518 
819 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Bene§; hope that Runciman Mission may 
be means of reaching a settlement: Bene§ feels time has come 
for revision of Czech-German relations. 

J'uly 27 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (EisenZohr) to the 519 
320 German Foreign Ministry 

Meeting between British Minister In Prague and Kundt; 
Runciman's task defined; Kundt welcomes objective lnvestlga-
tlon. 

J'uly 27 The German Ambassador. in France (WeZczeck) to the German 520 
321 Foreign Ministry 

Considerations which are believed to have led to the estab-
lishment of the Runciman Mission. 

J'uly 28 The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (EisenZohr) to the 521 
322 German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Hodza, who welcomed the Runciman Mls-
sion and agreed that Czech offer must be enlarged. 

J'uly 28 The British Foreign Secretary to the German Foreign Minister 522 
323 Lord Halifax regrets that news of Runciman Mission was 

published before Germany was Informed and asks Germany to 
assist the Mission in order to reduce state of tension. 

J'uly 28 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 523 
324 Reference by the British Ambassador to "understandable 

defense measures" by Germany. 

J'uly 29 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 523 
325 Eisenlohr to keep Foreign Ministry Informed of negotiations 

of Runciman Mission; no German cooperation with Runciman ; 
Runciman to be informed of danger if his proposals fall to 
satisfy Sudeten Germans. 
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1938 
July 29 Minute bg the State Secretary (Weizsilcker) 524 

826 Attolico annoyed at not having been informed by Germany 
about the Runelman Mission. 

July 29 The British Ambassador in Germang (Henderson) to the State 525 
327 Secretarg (Weiz11iicker) 

Henderson expresses the hope that the German press will 
give more attention to Lord Halifax's speeeh than to an lll-
advised remark by an M.P. 

July 30 Minute bg the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 526 
328 Italian Ambassador inquires about rumors of a fou~-power 

conference and a nonaggression pact with Czechoslovakia as 
a result of Captain Wiedemann's visit to London. Weizslicker 
denies these rumors. 

July 31 Memorandum bg the State Secretarg (Weizllilcker) 526 
329 In conversation with Rlbbentrop, Weizslicker says there can 

be no talk of a surprise factor in the Czeeh problem and that 
the Fiihrer is not in a position to resort to a coup de force. 

Aug. 2 Minute bg the State Secretarg (Weizsacker) 527 
330 British Ambassador informed that his letter of July 29 re-

garded as a private communication. 

Aug. 2 Memorandum bu the State Secretarg (Weizsilcker) of a Con- 527 
331 versation With the Foreign Minister 

Weizslf.cker's comments on Ribbentrop's directive to Mis-
sions, and recommendations for its revision. 

Aug. 3 The Foreign Minister to German Mission11 Abroad 529 
332 Ribbentrop instructs Missions on the conduct of discussions 

on the Sudeten German problem. 

Aug. 3 The British Prime Minister (Chamberlain) to the German Am- 532 
333 bauador in Great Britain (Dirksen) 

Hope that the Runciman Mission may contribute to a solu-
tlon of the Czech problem; Dirksen asked to put Chamberlain's 
views to the Fiihrer and to request him to give consideration 
to Halifax letter to Ribbentrop. 

CBAPTEB v. EVENTS LEADING TO THE SEPTEMBER CBISIS 

1988 
Aug. 4 Memorandum b71 the Foreign Minister 533 

334 Conversation with Attolico, the Italian Ambassador, who 
discussed Italy's attitude in the event of a Franco-German 
war, and outllned the probable form of a German-Italian 
agreement. 

Aug. 4 The German Chargd d'Aflairell in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 534 
335 to the German Foreign Ministru 

Arrival of Lord Runciman in Prague and his reception by 
Czech and Sudeten German representatives. 
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CIIA.PTD V. EvENTs Ll:.lDINO TO Tm: SEPTEu:Bn C.Xsu-Contlnued 

Datua4 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Aug. IS 

336 

~ug. 8 
337 

Aur. 6 
838 

Aug. 8 
339 

Aug. 8 
340 

Aug. "' 
341 

Aug. 8 
342. 

Aur. 9 
343 

Subject 

The German Charg~ ii'Aflaire• in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 
to the German Foreign Ministr11 

Formation of political and social staff of Sudeten German 
Party for cooperation with Lord Runciman; first meeting 
between Runciman and Sudeten Germans; both sides state 
their alms. 

Memorandum bfl an 011fcial of Political Division I (Bellden
Rrnsch) for the Foreign Minister 

Sir Nevile Henderson reported as having said that Britain 
would accept any solution of the Czech problem, short of force. 

Memorandum bfl an Otflcial of Political Division I (Hel/den
Rpsch) for the Foreign Minister 

All mllltary aircraft flying over German frontier areas to be 
fired on : Admiral Canaris to suggest to the FUhrer the setting 
up of antiaircraft batteries on the German.C?.e<:h frontiPr. 

The German Charg~ tl'Aflairea in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 
the German Foreign Ministrfl 

Conversations between Lord Runciman and his staff and 
the Sudeten German Party delegation: the delegation asked to 
submit their claims ; Runciman's desire to achieve a compro
mise; basic dUferences between Czech and Sudeten Gprman 
polnQI of view discussed with Lord Runciman's staff. 

The German Charg6 ii'Aflaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 
the German Foreign Ministrr 

Information given to Kundt by an agent In touch with Brit· 
Ish and French politicians; possiblllty of a French mediator 
being sent to Prague; British judgment of the FUhrer's Inten
tions; l.pndon and Paris of the opinion that Poland would 
oppose Germany;. speeding up of British aircraft production. 

The German Chargi d'Aflaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) 
to the German Foreign Ministrr 

Unsubstantiated report by the Polish Minister in Prague that, 
at the Instigation of the Runciman Mission, the Soviet Minister 
has assured Benei that Russia wlll fulfill her obligation to 
Czechoslovakia In the event of a German-czech confiict. 

Minute bfl an Otflcial of Political Division I (Heutlen-Rrnach) 
The FUhrer bas agreed to small number of antiaircraft bat

teries being moved up to the Czech frontier. 

Minute bfl the Under State Becretarr (Woermann) for the For
eign Miniater 

Woermann suggests that no reply be given to Chamberlain's 
request that Dirksen should discuss· with Hitler Halifax's 
letter to Rlbbentrop. In his draft reply, Dirksen expresses 
appreciation of the Runciman Mission and promises to dis
CUM with the FUhrer points raised In hllil recent conve~;satlon 
witb Chamberlain. 

537 

537 

539 

542 

542 
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Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
A.ug. 10 

344 

Aug. 10 
345 

A.ug. 11 
346 

Aug. 1!! 
347 

c.Aug.12 
348 

Aug. 12 
349 

Aug. 13 
350 

Subjeet Page 

Tlt.e German Clt.argd d'AI!aires in Czecllodowkla (Hencke) to 544 
tlt.e German Foreign Minutrv 

The memorandum gives details of the discussion between 
the Sudeten German Party delegation and Lord Runciman's 
staff on August 9. Kundt reviews negotiations with the Gov· 
ernment since May; states that Sudeten German Party will 
negotiate only with the Government; describes alleged Czech 
agitation against Germans; stresses necessity for polltlcal pres
sure on Czechoslovakia by Britain and France. 

The German AmbaBBarJor in France (Welczeck) to the German 547 
Foreign Miniatrg 

Conversation with M. Bonnet, French Foreign Minister, who 
refutes report that French troops have been sent to Spain and 
aflirms France's adherence to policy of nonintervention; he 
expresses approval of the Runciman Mission and stresses neces
sity of a compromise. Welczeck expresses skepticism of Czech 
promises. · 

The Briti11h Foreign Secretary (Halifa~) to the BritiBlt. AmbaB· 549 
1atlor in Germanu (HenderBon) 

British hopes of finding a peaceful solution to the Czech 
problem; disturbed by the attitude of the German press and 
recent military measures in Germany, which might imperil the 
efforts of the Runciman Mission. Appeal to Bitler to modify· 
the military measures. 

Minute bu the Under State Secretaru (Woermann) 551 
Woermann declines to discuss with Sir Nevile Henderson 

the above memorandum as it was addressed to the Flihrer, and 
expresses astonishment that the memorandum was first handed 
to Lammers of the Reich Chancellery. 

Unaigned Foreign MiniBtru Minute on the Briti1h Memorandum 553 
of AuguBt 1!, 1988 

The document Is regarded as a memorandum to the British 
Ambassador, In spite of the appeal to the Flihrer contained In 
it. Sir Nevile Henderson's method of delivering the memoran· 
dum again criticized. 

Tlt.e German Charg6 d'Af!aireB in Czec1to8lotJakia (Htncke) to 554 
the German Foreign Minilltru 

Further discussion between Runciman and Sudeten Germ!ln 
Party delegation, at which a meeting between Runciman and 
Heniein was arranged. Conference between Sudeten German 
Party delegation and Committee of Political Ministers. Gov· 
ernment attitude to Sudeten German Party's memorandum of 
June 7 considered unsatisfactory. Runciman welcomes these 
discussions as a basis of negotiation. • , 

Foreign Mini&tru Memorandum 556 
Dr. Kler reports on Internal dlft"erences and personal antag· 

onisms within the Sudeten German Party. Karl Hermann 
Frank's attitude likely to prejudice negotiations. 
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CBAPTEB V. EvENTs LEADING TO THE SEPTJ:HBEB ClusiS-Contlnued 

Date and 
Doc.. No. 

1988 
Aug. 13 

351 

Aug. 13 
352 

Aug. 13 
353 

Aug.13 
354 

Aug. 14 
355 

Aug.-
356 

Aug. 14 
8;;7 

Subject 

The Gsrman Chargd il'.A:J1aires in Czechoalovakia (Beneke) to 
the Getman Foreign Ministry 

In conversation with Frank and Kundt, Lord Allen of Hurt-
. wood states if Runciman Mission falls, the alternatives are a 
four-power conference or war. Frank skeptical of the eft'ec
tlveness of a four-power conference; in the event of the failure 
of the Runciman Mission the Sudeten German Party will de
mand a plebiscite. 

The German Chargd il'Atfaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 
the Getman Fot·eign Ministrv 

Conversation between Lord Runciman and K. H. Frank, at 
which the latter affirmed complete agreement between Sudeten 
German Party delegation and Party Executive. Verbal reply 
to be given to Government attitude to Sudeten German Party 
memorandum. 

The Getman Charge il'Atfaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 
the Gsrman Foreign .Ministrv 

The Soviet Minister in Prague, while assuring the Czechoslo
vak Goveooment that Russia will honor her obligations toward 
Czechoslovakia, reproaches the Czechs with showing too little 
determination and resents the presence of the Runciman 
Mission. 

Minute by the Under State Secretarv (Woetmann) for the For
eign Minider 

Conversation between '\foermann and Sir Nevile H~nderson, 
who explained his procedure In delivering the memorandum 
and admitted the irregularity of his action. 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the For
eign M iniBter 

.Woermann's suggestions on internal affairs of the Sudeten 
German Party as a result of Dr. Kier's Information. 

Draft of Telegram From the Getman Foreign Ministry to the 
German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) 

Dirksen is requested to point out to Lord Halifax the incor· 
rectness of Sir Nevile Henderson's action in handing a copy 
of the British memorandum to the Reich Chancellery before 
the Foreign Ministry; Chamberlain's request that Dirksen 
should ask the Fuhrer to give his consideration to the letter 
from Halifax to the Foreign Minister is regarded as an in· 
admissible encroachment upon internal relations with the Head 
o.C State. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy in Great 
Britain 

Kordt is asked to make representations to Lord Halifax on 
the irregularity of Sir Nevile Henderson's ddmarche, to ex· 
pt·ess surprise at Chamberlain's request in his private letter to 
Dirksen, and to express the view that the Havas report was 
an attempt by London to make mischief. 

Page 

1557 

559 

559 

560 

562 

563 

564 
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Date and 
Doc. No. 

1938 
Aug. 15 

358 

Aug. 15 
359 

.~ug. 15 
360 

Aug. 15 
361 

Aug. 15 
362 

Aug. 17 
363 

Aug. 17 
364 

Aug. 17 
365 

Subject 

Memorandum From the War Ministry With Covering Note 
From the State Secretary (Weiz&iicker) for the Foreign 
M'ini&ter 

The information on recent German military measures given 
to the British Military Attache. · 

The German Chargd d'.AI/aire& in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Beneke transmits information sent to the Czech Foreign 
Ministry by the Czech Ministers In London and Parts. Masaryk 
comments on the Runciman Mission and warns his Govern
ment against excessive confidence in Britain, who, because of 
cf the risk involved could not adopt a one-sided attitude. Her· 
riot is reported as saying that Fr~nce was hampered by Brit
ain's Irresolute attitude. Osusky comments on certain weak· 
nesses in the French Army. France regards understanding 
with Italy as essential. 

The German M'ini&ter in Bulgaria (RiimeZin) to the German 
Foreign Mini&tru 

In the event of war over Czechoslovakia Bulgaria Is unlikely 
to participate, for, in spite of admiration for Germany, she 
respects British world power. 

The German Mini&ter in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 
Foreign Mini&tru 

Rumania has informed Bene§ and Krofta that she desires a 
solution of the Sudeten German problem in Germany's favor. 

The German Chargd d'.AI/aire& in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Kordt hands to Sir Orme Sargent German statement on the 
Henderson d~marche, Chamberlain's letter to Dirksen, and the 
Havas report 

The German Mini&ter in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

In a German-czech conflict, Rumania is likely to remain 
neutral unless the League of Nations declares Germany to be 
the aggressor, or unless Hungary intervenes. Rumania is con· 
vinced that France and Britain would fight. 

The German Chargd d'.AI/aire& in Czechoslovakia (Hencke). to 
the German Consulate& at Brunn, Pres& burg, and Kaschau 

In order to prevent any evidence of illegal activity by Con· 
sulate from falling into Czech hands, Consulates are ordered to 
destroy all incriminating material. 

The Chief of the Reich Chanceneru (LammerB) to the Foreign 
Minister 

The FUhrer intends to take no action on the British memo
randum, but to discuss it with Ribbentrop. 

LV 
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Dllteaad 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Aug. 17 

366 

Aug. 18 
3G1 

Subject 

Letter From. tlr.e Repruentatit'e of Konrad Henle~" in Berli, 
(Birger} to tlr.e Foreillfl Jlini&try 

(1) Unsigned report describing further meeting between 
Runciman and the Sudeten Germans. Frank bas stated that 
Runciman must be given the impression tbat the Czecbs are 
responsible for failure; Runciman's forthcoming meeting with 
Henlein considered as decisive. 

(2) Czech Government convinced tbat war is inevitable; 
three trends of policy in Nationality problem; Czech people 
demand strong policy • 
. (3) Conversation between Lord Allen and members of the 

Sudeten German Party. Failure of the Runciman Mission 
.meant a four-power conference or war. 

UMifi1UJd Foreign Jlinistrr Memorandum 
Review of recent talks dealing with Hungary's relations with 

the Little Entente. 

Pace 

517 

582 

Aug. 18 Jliavte bJ the State Secretary (Weiz1ikker) 585 
368 Sir Nevile Henderson has suggested to Halifax the probable 

German reply to the British memorandum. 

Aug. 18 Jlemorandvm br ~, Obfcial of Political Dimlion IV (Allen- 586 
869 burg} 

Foreign llinlster's attitude to certain concessions proposed 
by Bellei to the Sudeten German Party in return for a 2 
months' press trnce. 

Aug. 18 Tile Germaa CAargd d' Al/airu in tll.e Somet UAion (Tippel•- 587 
370 kircll} to tll.e German. Foreillfl Jlinistrv 

Probable delivery of Soviet aircraft to Czechoslovakia. 

Aug. 19 TMI Germa11 Cllargd d' Alfaire• in. Czec11.o•lot'alda (H mcke} to 588 
3n tlr.e Germa11 Forei!lfl Jlini1trv 

Report on a meeting between representatives of the Czech 
Government and the Sudeten German Party delegation. Both 
sides willing to negotiate. 

Aug. 19 JliAvte bJ "" OjJUMJ of Political Dit'ilioft IV (Altenburg} for 590 
372 tk Under State Secretarg (Woerma1111} 

The Foreign Minister refuses to intervene in internal dif
ferences within the Sudeten German Party. 

Aug. 19 Tle Germa11 CAargd d'Aifaire• itt CzecAa•lot'akia (Hmcke} to 591 
3'73 tlr.e Germa11 Forei!lfl Jlini•trv 

Review of discussions on Sudeten German problem between 
Sudeten German Party, the Ministerial Committee, and Lord 
Runciman; Konrad Henleln's interview with Runciman. 

Aug. 19 Uttri{/fled Jlinvte, Probablr by the State Secretar, (Weiz- 593 
374 lOCker} 

Ribbentrop mentions Hitler's intention to settle Czech ques
tion by force. Wel.zsicker's skepticism as to the wisdom of this 
course. 
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Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Aug. 19 

375 

Aug. 20 
376 

Subject 

Memorandum by the ·Under State Secretary (Woermann) for 
the Personnel Department of the Foreign Minidry 

Request for an increase in the subsidy paid to Bfirger's 
office (Henlein's Berlin representative) for publicity. Request 
granted. 

Minute by the State Su't'etary (Weizsiicker) tor the Under 
State Secretary (Woermann) · 

Prince Hohenlohe's impression of the Henlein-Runclman 
conversation. · 

LVII· 

Page 

594. 

595 

Aug. 20 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 596 
377 Conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson, who is reluctant 

to press for action on the British memorandum. 

Aug. 20 The German Charg~ d'Atfaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 500 
378 the German Foreign Ministry 

Report of talks between Beneii and Sudeten German repre
sentatives at which the former further elucidated his offer of 
concessions. 

Aug. 21 Letter From the Foreign Minister to the Britis'h Foreign Sec. 500 
379 retary (Halifa~:) 

German attitude to the Runciman Mission; Prague Govern
ment represented as obstacle to peaceful settlement; criticism 
of British press attitude to Germany; antlcipatlon of a settle
ment of the colonial question. 

Aug. 22 T'he German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 601 
380 to the Under State Secretary in the German Foreign Min

istry (lVoermann) 
Conversations with Litvinov and Potemkin. Litvinov's re

fusal to commit himself on the Czech question. Potemkln dis
cusses the fighting between Soviet and Japanese troops; Italy's 
efforts for a Far Eastern settlement. 

Aug. 23 M emot·andum by the German Ambassador in the Soviet Union 604 
381 (Schulenburg) 

Conversation with Lltvinov, who discusses German designs 
on Czechoslovakia, but says the Soviet Union will not interfere 
in the Sudeten German question. Lord Chllston expresses op
timism on Czech question. 

Aug. 23 The German Charg~ d'At/aires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 605 
382 to the State Secretary in the German Foreign Mini&try 

(W eizsiicker) 
Conversation with Sir Horace Wilson on Anglo-German rela

tions. Danger to Germany of the Soviet-czech alliance and of 
Czech reliance on French ·and British support. Germany's 
economic position in Southeast Europe. 

Aug. 23 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign 609 
383 Minister's Secretariat 

Conversations between llitler and Horthy, and between Rlb
bentrop, Imredy, and Kanya. Hungarian attitude to Czech 
question dominated by desire to avoid war with Yugoslavia. 
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Dateaud 
Doe. No. 

1938 

Subject Page 

Aug. 23 Memorandum btl the Foreign Minister 611 
384 Attollco requests that Mussolini should be informed of the 

Aug. 24 
385 

Aug. 24 
386 

Aug. 24 
387 

expected date of a German move against Czechoslovakia. 

The German Ambassador in /!'ranee (We'lczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

General Vuillemin's visit to Germany, Vuillemin affirms 
France's determination to help Czechoslovakia. 

The German Chargd d'Aflairell in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Further moves in the negotiations on Sudeten German prob
lem. Speculation on Runciman's part in the BeneA oft'er. 
While adhering to eight Karlsbad points the Sudeten German 
delegation anxious to convince British of their desire for 
agreement. 

The German Chargd d'Atlaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Further conversations between Runciman Mission and Sude
ten Germans. Runciman hopes for settlement on the basis of 
BeneA' offer. Frank reports preparations by Czechs for acts 
of terrorism. 

612 

614 

617 

Aug. 24 Memorandum by the General Staff, Submitted to the Fuhrer 618 
388 Operation "Green" to be set in motion by an incident in 

Czechoslovakia. Tlmlng of order for X-day. 

Aug. 24 The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirk11en) to the 6'l0 
389 State Secretary in the German Foreign Ministry (Weiz

sacker) 
British readiness to demand sacrifices from Czechoslovakia 

if Germany refrains from warlike measures. Chamberlain's 
desire for Anglo-German conversations. Growing understand
ing in Britain of the untenability of the Czech position. 

Aug. 25 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 623 
390 Conversation between Ribbentrop and Kanya. Relations 

between Hungary and the Little Entente. Kanya states that 
the nonfulbllment of Hungary's revisionist claims on Czecho
slovakia would free Hungary from her guarantee)lot to use 
force. Growing military strength of Hungary. 

Aug. 26 The German Chargd tl'Aflairea in Czechoalovakia (Beneke) to 624 
391 the German Foreign Ministry 

In discussion with Kundt and Sebekovsky President BeneA 
develops his offer of concessions. 

Aug. 26 Minute btl the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign 626 
392 M inillter 

Hungarian revisionist campaign against Czechoslovakia de
pendent on assurance of Yugoslav neutrality. 
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Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Aug. 26 

393 

Aug. 26 
394 

Aug. 26 
395 

Aug. 26 
396 

Aug. 27· 
-397 

Aug. 27 
398 

Aug. 27 
399 

Aug. 27 
400 

Aug. 27 
401 

Aug. 29 
402 

Subject 

Memorandum by the CoufUie'lor of the German Embru&JI in 
France (Brauer) for the German Foreign MiniBtrJI 

Conversation with M. Massigll, who points out that a peace
ful settlement of the Sudeten German problem largely depends 
on Germany. Brauer attributes sole responsibUity to France 
if a European war breaks out. French anxiety over effect on 
Mussolini's Spanish policy of a German-Czech conftlct. 

The Under State Secreta,., (Woermann) to an OffiCial of Politi
cal Divi&ion IV (Altenburg) 

Request for a memorandum summing up the attitude of indi
vidual powers in the event of a German-Czech conflict. 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minilter 
Conversation with Imredy and Kanya. In view of Hungary's 

minority demands on her, Czechoslovakia bas not signed the 
"Agreement of Bled." 

The German Ambaa&ador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Lltvinov, who accuses Germany of plan
ning the annihilation of Czechoslovakia, and affirms that the 
Soviet Union will keep her promise to the Czechs. Scbulen·· 
burg's analysis of the possibilities of the Soviet Union to help 
Czechoslovakia. 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Litvinov, who discusses alleged demarches 
by German representatives on the imminence of war, and states 
his conviction that France will intervene in a German..Czech 
conflict. 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoa'lo1Jakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Mini&tf'JI 

Minutes of meetings between President Bene§, Kundt, and 
Sebekovsky on August 24 and 25. 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechos'lo1Jakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Hodza's displeasure over Benell' ofl'er likely to create diffi
culties for the Sudeten German Party. Hopes of a peaceful 
solution diminish. 

The State Secretary (WeiZBiicker) to the German Charge 
d.'.Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 

More detailed Anglo-German talks cannot take place without 
a settlement of the Czech situation. 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 
In order to take necessary measures on the French frontier, 

Mussolini again wishes to be informed of the probable date 
of an attack on Czechoslovakia. 

The German Minister in Hungaf'JI (Erdmannsdortf) lo the 
State SecretarJI (Weizsiicker) 

Report on conversations with the Hungarian Regent and 
Ministers on the visit to Germany. Hungary wllllng to take 
part In German-Czech conflict only after clarification of Yugo
slavia's attitude. 

LIX 
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1988 
Aug. 29 

408 

Aug. 29 
404 

Aug. 29 
405 

Aug. 30 
406 

Aug. 30 
4()7 

Aug. 30 
4()8 

[Aug. 
30] 

409 

Aug. 31 
410 

Subjeet 

The GermaA Ambassador in the Soviet Unioo (Schtdenburg) 
to the Under State Secretary in the German Foreign Min
istry (Woermann) 

Conversation between Tlppelskirch and an Italian diplomat 
on possiblllty of French and British aid to Czecboslovaki(l, 
and between Herwarth and French and British diplomats on 
d~arche11 alleged to have been made by German representa
tives on the Czech question. 

Circular Telegram From the German Foreign Ministry to Ger
man Mission• Abroad 

The rumor of d~arches by the Reich Government on the 
Sudeten German question is to be denied, 

The German Ambassador in France (WeZczeck) to the German 
Foreign M inistrt~ 

French preoccupation with the danger of war, and with Ger· 
many's intentions after the settlement of the Czech question. 

The German Chargd d'A!Jairell in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry · 

Subject to Polish agreement, Rumania may permit pa!ll!lage 
of Soviet troops. 

The German Charge d'A!Jaire• in Czechoslovakia (Heneke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Bene§ describes his proposals as fulfillment of the Karlsbad 
demands, and asks for Sudeten German answer. Frank, while 
describing proposals as unsatisfactory, says they cannot be 
rejected out of hand. 

The German Charg~ d!A!Jairell in Gt•eat Britain (Th. Kordt) 
to ·the German Foreign Ministry .. 

The British Cabinet regards Czech Government proposals 
as suitable basis for negotiation. Urgent appeal for coopera
tion to be made to the German Government 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) tor the 
Foreign Minister · 

Analysis of the political situation : unless Germany revises 
her plans, a war over C1.echoslovakia will develop into a Euro
pean war, disastrous for Germany. Economic pressure on 
Czechoslovakia necessary. 

' 
Minute by the Head of the Foreign A!Jairs Committee of the 

Danzig Senate (Bottcher) for the German Foreign Min
illtrtl 

Burckhardt's reaction to statement by Gauleiter ForRter on 
drastic measures contemplated by Germany againRt Czecho
slovakia. 

Memorandum by a Secretary of the German Embas11y in the 
Boviel Union (Herwarth) 

Conversation with the French Charg.; d'Affaires, who stated 
that France would honor her obligations to Czechoslovakia, 
while Russia would supply war materials. 
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1938 
Aug. 81 The German Minister in YugoslatJia (Heeren) to the Germa" 668 

412 Foreign Ministry 
Stoyadlnovlch's view of the origin of the rumor about Ger-

man demarches on the Sudeten German question. Yugosln 
and Rumanian attitude to German attack on Czechoslovakia 
from Hungary depends on Hungarian attitude. 

Aug. 81 The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 669 
413 Czechoalovakia 

The Czechoslovak Government is to be informed that the 
German Government no longer adheres to the Austro-Czech 
Frontier Agreement of December 1928. 

-
Aug. 81 M'nute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreig,. 670 

414 Minister 
Increasing Italian interest in the Czechoslovak problein. 

·Sept. Memorandum 'l'ranamittetl by Prince Philip of Hesse to the ()71 
415 Dttee 

British unpreparedness for war; the danger represented by 
Czechoslovakia to Germany in a war with Britain and France; 
German preparations since May 21, and Hitler's determination 
to intervene in the case of further Czech provocation; Gf!rman 
solidarity with Italy. 

Sept. 1 Memorandum btl the President of the Danzig Senate (Grei&er) 674 
416 Forster's revelations on German intentions with regard to 

Czechoslovakia may be passed on by Burckhardt to the Swiss 
President and Lord Halifax. 

Sept. 1 The German Mini&ter in C:zechoalovakia (Eisenlohr) to the 675 
417 German Foreign Ministry 

Benlein describes Bene!§' proposals as inadequate. State-
ment to be handed to the President. 

Sept. 1 The German Chargd d'Affaires in Great Britain (Til. Kordt) 676 
418 to the State Secretary in the German Foreign Ministry 

(Wei:zsiicker) 
Report on deliberations of the British Government on the 

Czechoslovak question, constant exchange of views with the 
Dominions and France In view of a report that Germany In-
tends to settle the matter by force. Mood of grim determination 
In Britain. 

Sept. 1 Minute by the State Secretary (1Vei:zsiicker) for the Foreign 679 
419 MiniBter , 

Sir Nevile Henderson states that Bene!§ must be forced to 
make a comprehensive offer to Benlein, which the latter must 
accept. .. 

Sept. 1 The German Charge d'Aflaire8 in the Unitetl States (7'hom8en) 680 
420 to the German Foreign Mini&t'll 

American press emphasizes Germany's growing isolation. 
No preparations for war being made in U.S.A., but leading 
politicians likely to urge war if France and Britain are 
Involved. 

Sept. 2 The German Charge d' Af!airea in the Unitetl Statea (Thomllen) 881 
421 to the German Foreign Minutry 

Italian diplomat's views on Italy's attitude in the event of 
war. 
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1938 
Sept. 2 TluJ German Amba.s&ador in Frarwe (Welczec'k) to tluJ German 682 

422 Foreigft, M inutf11 
M. Bonnet, while expressing France's desire for under-

standing with Germany, assures Welczeck that France will 
fight It Czechoslovakia is attacked. 

Sept. 2 TM German Amba.s.sador in Frarwe (Welczeck) and tluJ Milt- 685 
4.23 ft.lf1l AftacM ot tluJ German Emba.ssg in Frarwe (Kt'lhlen-

t'llaJ) .to tluJ German Foreign Minutrg and War Minut, 
Chief of the French General Sta1f expresses concern over 

reports of mllitacy activities in Germany. 

Sept. 3 Notu b11 Hit'ter'B Adjutant (Schmundt) on Contererwe on 686 
424 Operation "Green" 

Discussion of preparations for the attack on Czechoslovakia. 
Western fortifications also to be developed. 

Sept. 3 T1DO Memoranda by lluJ Foreign Minuter 688 
425 Interview with Sil; Nevile Henderson, who discussed Brit-

ain's position should France be drawn into confiict. Ribbentrop 
characterized the French alllance as immoral and placed re-
sponsibllity on France if she intervened in a confiict provoked 
by Czechoslovakia. 

Sept. 3 TM German Foreign Mmutf11 to tluJ German EmbaBBJI in 689 
426 Frarwe 

No information to be given by Germany about military mess-
tll'eS. 

Sept. 3 Memorandum bg tluJ Director ot tluJ Economic Department of 690 
421 tluJ Foreigft, Minutf11 (WieM) tor the Foreign Minuter 

Analysis of economic measures contemplated against Czecho-
slovakia. 

Sept. 3 TM German Amllauador in Frarwe (Welc:eec'k) and the Milt- 695 
428 tarr AttacM of tluJ German EmbaBB1/ in Frarwe (Kilhlen-

t'llaJ) to tluJ German Foreign Minutrg and tluJ War Min-
iBff1/ 

In view of French anxiety expressed by the Chief of the 
General Sta1f, Kiihlenthal recommends that troop movements 
should be avoided or concealed. 

Sept. 3 The German Charg~ tl' Al!airu in Great Britain (Th. Kortlt) 696 
429 to tluJ German Foreigft, Minutrg 

Confusion caused in Britain by the wording of the communi-
que on Henlein's visit to Hitler. 

Sept. 5 Memorandum bg an O:tftcial ot Political Divi.Bion 1 (Heyden- 697 
430 Rgnsch) . 

Technical details connected -with the establishment of com-
munication facilities in the FUhrer's headquarters in the event 
of mobilization. 

Sept. 5 Circular Telegram From tluJ German Foreign MinUtf"/1 to Ger- 698 
431 man Muriontl Abroad 

Sudeten German Party has handed over counterproposals 
to Bene§' offer, which was not considered as a workable basis 
for understanding. 
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1938 
Sept. 5 The German Charg~ it'AflairetJ in France (Brauer) and the 699 

432 Military AttacM ot the German EmbatJBy in France 
(Kilhlenthal) to the German Foreign MinitJtry and War 
Ministry 

French security measures taken In reply to German meas-
ures. 

Sept. 5 The German Charg~ d'AflairetJ in C~echodovakia (Beneke) to 700 
433 the German Foreign MinitJtry 

At a meeting with Ashton-Gwatkln, Henleln announces the 
FUhrer's approval of intention to reach peaceful solution and 
to abandon demand for a plebiscite, subject to acceptance 
of the Karlsbad demands. 

Sept. 6 The German Charg~ d'AflairetJ in Rumania (Stel~er) to the 701 
434 German Foreign Ministry 

Rumanian Foreign Minister, who views the situation crltl-
cally, points out lack of facllltles for transport of Soviet troops 
through Bessarabla. 

Sept. 6 The German Charg~ d'AflairetJ in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 701 
431$ an Offtcial of Political DivitJion IV (Altenburg) 

Ashton-Gwatkin informs the Secretary of the Italian Lega- -
tion about Henlein's visit to Hitler, at which Henlein obtained 
tHe FUhrer's approval of his alms for a settlement. In conse-
quence, the Runciman Mission Is more optimistic about a 
peaceful solution. 

Undated Foreign Ministry Memorandum 704 
436 Resum~ of the attitude of the different powers In the event 

of war over Czechoslovakia. 

Sept. 7 The German Charg~ it'AflairetJ in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 710 
437 the German Foreign Ministry 

Rumania has given permission for Soviet aircraft to fly 
over Rumanian territory to Czechoslovakia. 

Sept. 7 The German Charg~ it'AI/airetJ in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to 711 
438 the'German Foreign Ministry 

New Government proposals submitted to Sudeten German 
Party. Negotiations broken off pending settlement of Mlih· 
rlsch-Ostrau affair. 

Sept. 7 The German Charg~ d'AI/aires in France (Brauer) to the Ger· 712 
439 man Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Daladler, who inquired about the reported 
state of emergency in Germany, pointed out the disastrous 
effects of a European war, and expressed French understand-
log for German demands, provided they were achieved by 
peaceful means. 

Sept. 8 The German Charu~ tJ'Aflaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 714 
440 the German Foreign Ministry 

The political situation created by the Government proposal 
as assessed by Kundt and Dr. Kier. 
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1938 
Sept. 8 

441 

Sept. 8 
442 

Sept. 8 
443 

Sept. 9 
444 

Sept. 9 
445 

Sept. 9 
446 

Sept. 9 
447 

Subject 

The Germa~J (Jharg~ d'Affaires in OzechoslQvakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Sudeten German Party resolution on latest Government pro
posal, which, after certain amendments, can be regarded as a 
basis for agreement. 

The Germar& (Jharg~ d'Affaires in CzechoslQvakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Sudeten German Party regard new Government proposal as 
going a long way to meeting Karlsbad demands, provided prae
tlcal measures are immediately Implemented by the Govern
ment. 

Tle Germa~J Oharg~ d'Affaire• in Great Britain (TA. Kordt) 
to· the German Foreign Ministry 

British Foreign Office denies that suggestion of cession of 
Sudetenland to Germany was inspired by British Government. 

The German Oharg~ d'Affairu in France (Brauer) and the 
Naval. AttacM of the German Embauy in France (Mar
toltz) to the German Foreign Ministry tor the Kriegsma
rine 

Naval measures taken by France. 

The German Oharg~ d'Affairu in Rumania (Stelzer) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Confirmation of Rumanian consent to transport of unarmed 
Soviet Russian aircraft over Rumanian territory. 

Tle German Charg~ d'AiTairel in Ozechoswvakia (Hencke) to 
tAe German Foreign Ministry 

Negotiations with the Government to be resumed on Sep
tember 13 when new version of Sudeten German reply to Gov
ernment proposals will be handed over. 

Minute by tAe State Secretary (Weizsacker) for the Foreign 
.11 inister 

Rumanian Minister reports pressure by his Government on 
Prague; Rumania and Yugoslavia likely to remain outside con· 
filet unless Hungary intervenes. 

Sept 
9-10 Jlaruucript Notu by Hitler's Adjutant (Schmundt) em Oonfer-
448 ence at Nv.remberg 

Operational plans for the attack on Czechoslovakia. 

Page 

119 

721 

722 

723 

724 

724 

725 

727 

Sept. 10 Aft. Otlfcial of Political Division IV in the German Foreign 731 
449 Ministry (Aitenbv.rg) to the German Oharg~ d'Affaires 

in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 
Arrangements for the transmission of news to the Legation 

In Prague. 

Sept. 10 The Germat& Oharg~ tl'Affaires '"Great Britain (~A. Kordt) 732 
~ to the Germar& Foreign Ministry 

Halifax Informs the French Ambassador that Great Britain 
will not oppose the right to self-determination of the Sudeten 
Germans. but would support France in the event of armed 
action by Germany against Czeclloslovakia. 
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1938 
Sept. 10 

451 

Sept. 10 
452 

Sept. 10 
453 

Sept. 10 
4fl4 

Sept. 10 
455 

Sept. 11 
456 

Sept. 11 
457 

Sept. 12 
458 

Sept. 12 
459 

Sept. 12 
460 

Subject 

The German Charge tl'AI!aires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 
and the Naval AttacM (Siemens) to the German Foreign 
Ministry, the War Ministry, and the Naval High Command 

Rear Admiral Troup assures Siemens that only mine sweep
ers and mine layers have been mobilized and gives as a reason 
the European situation. 

Counselor of Legation Selzam of the German Embassy in Gt·eat 
Britain to the German Ji'oreign Ministry 

British press approves Czech Government pt·oposals and sees 
in them no justification for action by Germany. Public opinion 
reckoning with possibility of war. 

The German Charge tl' AI! aires in the United States (Thomsen) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Although the American Government is anxious to quell war 
psychosis, impression remains that in the event of an attack 
on Czechoslovakia America would be on the side of Britain 
and France. 

The German Charge d'AI!aires in Relgittm (Bargen) to tl&e 
German Foreign Ministry . 

Conversation with M. Spaak, who stated his Government's 
intention to remain neutral in a European war, .and their 
confidence in the guarantee declarations. 

The German Charge d'AI!aires in France (Brauer) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

French press largely supports Government determination to 
help Czechoslovakia in the event of a German attack. 

The German Charge tl'AI!aires in France (Brauer) and the 
Military Attache of the German Embassy in France 
(Kii.hletlthal) to the German Foreign Ministry and War 
Ministry 

KUhlenthal has been informed by General Gamelin of in
tensified military measures taken by France. 

The German Charge d'AI!ait·es in Czecho11lovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Sudeten German Party demonstrations so far of local nature. 

The German Charge d'AI!aires in Great Britain (7'h. Kordt) 
to the German Foreign Ministry . 

British Government statement to foreign press regarded as 
a definite statement of policy, backed by public opinion. 

The German Charge d'AI!aires in Great Britain (Th; Kordt) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Full Government and opposition support for Chamberlain's 
policy. 

The German Charge d'AI!aires in Great Britain (Th. Korilt) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation between von Selzam and Joseph Kennedy, who 
expressed his conviction that Britain would Intervene If France 
did, and that America would finally be involved. 

7971U-49--vol. Il-6 
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Page 

738 

734 

735 

736 

739 

740 

741 

742 

743 

:. 

743 
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1938 
Sept. 12 Tle Genna" Charg~ tl' At/airel in Czechoslovakia (H e'TWke) to 745 

461 tl&e Genna" Foreifltl Ministry 
More serious Sudeten German Party demonstrations. 

Sept. 12 Tl&e Gennat1 Con~ul General at Getaeva (Krauel) to the Ger- 746 
462 ma" Foreifltl Ministry 

Rumanian Foreign Minister denies that ·Rumania has 
granted transit facilities to Russia. 

Sept. 12 The Genna" Minister'" Yugosla-via (Heeren) to the Genna" 747 
463 Foreip M mistry 

Repercussions of the Czech crisis on Yugoslavia. In spite of 
unpopularity of Czechs, dissolution of Czechoslovakia regarded 
as a threat to Yugoslavia. Policy likely to be one of neutrality 
If oon1llct is localized. 

Sept. 13 Unrigne4 Foreig" Ministry Minute 749 
4M Incidents in the Sudeten German area. 

Sept. 13 Tl&e Gennan Charg~ tl' At/aires in the United Btate1 (Thomseta) 750 
465 to tle Gennan Foreifltl Ministry 

American resction to Bitler's speech. 

Sept. 13 Memorandum by an Official of Political Division IV (Alten- 751 
466 bwrg) 

The terms of the ultimatum presented by Sudeten German 
Party to the Czech Government. 

Sept. 13 Memorandwm by a" Official of Political Dimsion IV (Alten- 751 
467 burg) 

The text of the Sudeten German ultimatum. 

Sept. 13 Tl&e Germa" Charg~ tl' At/airel in Czechoslovakia {Hf'fWke) to 753 
468 tle Genna" Forei.•n. Ministrg 

[Sept. 
Czech press resction to Bitler's speech. 

13] Unrifltled Foreifltl Ministry Minute 754 
469 Chamberlain's message to Bitler, announcing his intention 

to come to Germany •. 

Sept. 13 The Gennan Charg~ tl' At/aires in Groot Britain (Th. Kordt) 754 
470 to the German Foreifltl Ministry 

Chamberlain's resction to Bitler's speech. His further resdi-
ness to examine German proposals dependent on his being 
given time and on no precipitate action by Sudeten Germans. 

Sept. 14 Tl&e Gennan Charg~ tl'AI/airu in France (Brauer) to the Ger- 755 
4n ma" Foreigtl M inistrg 

French reaction to Bitler's speech ; general impression that 
the way is still open for negotiations. 

Sept. 14 Memorandum by an OfftcWl of Political Division IV (Alten- 757 
~12 hrg) 

Henlein breaks off negotiations with Government on the ex-
plry of the ultimatum. Mobilization of Czech Army. 

Sept. 14 The Gennan Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisetalohr) to the 758 
413 Germat1 Foreifltl Ministrg 

Government invite Henlein to Prague for direct oonversa-
tions. Mobilization measures continue. 
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1938 
Sept. 14 

474 

Sept. 14 
475 

Sept. 14 
476 

Sept. 14 
477 

Sept. 14 
478 

Sept. 14 
479 

Subject 

The German Minister in OzechosZovakia (Ei&enZohr) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Reasons for precautionary measures by Czechs; Government 
prepared to negotiate on autonomy but not on separation of 
Sudeten areas. 

The German Foreign Mini8try to the German LegatiQn in 
Czechoslovakia 

Families of diplomatic staff to be evacuated. Eisenlohr 
summoned to Berlin. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 
CzechosZovakia 

Contact to be maintained with Sudeten German Party Exec
utive. 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) tor the For
eign Minister 

Hungarian Minister states the claims of the Hungarian 
minority in a Czechoslovak settlement. 

The Counselor of the German Legation in CzechosZovakia 
(Hencke) to the German Foreign Ministry 

Alleged Soviet promise of armed assistance to Czechoslo-
vakia. 

The German Chargd d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

While showing increased readiness to make concessions and 
to accept idea of a plebiscite, French Government still of the 
view that German attack on Czechoslovakia would entail 
French intervention. 

Page 

759 

760 

760 

761 

761 

762 

Undated Minute by the State Secretary 763 
480 Weizsii.cker communicates Chamberlain's message to Hitler. 

Fuhrer's agreement. 

Sept. 14 The German Minister in CzechosZovakia (Ei&enZohr) to -the 
481 German Foreign Ministry 

Confusion in Sudeten German Party; further disturbances; 
effect of Hitler's speech on Czech Government. 

Sept. 15 Memorandum by SS-Untersturmfiihrer Baumann 
482 Account of Sir Nevile Henderson's visit to the Nuremberg 

Party Congress. 

Sept. 15 The German Mini8ter in Ireland (Hempel) to the German For-
483 eignMinistry 

Conversation with Secretary General of the Irish Foreign 
Office. Ireland's attitude to the Czech question. 

Sept.15 The German Charge d'Affaires in Norway (Neuhaus) to the 
484 German Foreign Ministry 

Norwegian attitude in a Czech conflict likely to be one of 
neutrality. 

Sept. 15 The German Chargd d'Affaires in Sweden (BeZow) to the Ger-
485 man Foreign Ministry 

Sweden likely to remain neutral in a European war and to 
oppose a League of Nations resolution for sanctions. 

764 

765 

781 

' . 
.. 783 

783 
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1938 
Sept. 15 

486 

Sept 15 
487 

Sept 15 
488 

Sept 15 
489 

Sept 15 
490 

Sept 15 
491 

Sept 15 
492 

Sept. 15 
493 

Sept 15 
494 

Sobjeet 

T1l.6 Germa11 Charg6 d' Af/aire-1 m Great Britain (7'h. Kord.t) 
to the Genna,. Foreig~~.Minl8trr 

British reaction to Chamberlain's decision to visit Germany. 

.Memorandum on the Cont'ersation Between the Fuhrer anti 
Mr. Net'Ule Chamberlain, the Brit~h Prime Minl8ter, at 
tlae Obersalzberg (Berc'lltesgad.en) on September 15, 1938 

The Unller State Secretur·u (Woermann) to the State Secretarv 
(Weizsiicker) 

Mussolini's "Letter to Ruuchuau" from the Popolo d'Itulia, 
urging the idea of a plebiscite. 

Letter l'rom the Leader of t1te Sudeten GM'IIwn Party (Hen
lein) to tlae Fuhrer 

Henleln submits proposals for immediate return of the Sude-
ten German areas to the Reieh. · 

Special Announcement of the Gen1Wn Nefc& .4gem'fl 
Henlein's proclamation to the Sudeten Germans demanding 

return to the Reich. 

T1l.6 German Minister ;,. C::echoslot'akia (Ei8enlohr) to the 
Genna,. Foreig~~ Minilltru 

Kundt wishes to be recognized as Sudeten German repre
sentative for discussions with the Government; states that 
plebiscite is now the only solution. 

The Germ'Jn Minister in }'ugolllama (Heeren) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Stoyadinovich; granting of right of self
determination to Sudeten Germans only hope of solution. 

Circular Telegram From the German Foreign Ministry to Ger
man M~11ion11 Abroall. 

Missions abroad requ~teod to furnish names of firms or indi
viduals prepared to act as intermediaries for transfer of money 
to Missions in the event of war. 

The German Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministrv 

Conversation with Ciano: Italy's unconditional support for 
Germany, skepticism of sueress of Chamberlain's visit; con
viction that France will make no move. 

CHAPTER \'I. THE SEPTEMBER CRISIS; GODESBEBO (SEPTEMBER 16-23) 

1938 
Sept. 16 

4fr=! 
Minute by lite Under St11te 8f'f.:retal'!l (Woermarrn) 

In view of his forthcomin~ tq>eech, Mus.<10lini wishes to be 
Informed of general lines of German policy on Czechoslovakia. 

Page 

785 

786 

798 

801 

801 

802 

803 

806 

Sept. 16 Memorandum for t1te Under State Secretary (Woermann) 807 
400 Arrest of Czechoslovak nationals by the Gestapo, who request 

instrnctions on reprisals for shooting of Sudeten Germans. 
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1938 
Sept. 16 

497 

Sept. 16 
498 

Sept. 16 
499 

Sept. 16 
500 

Sept. 16 
501 

~ept. 16 
502 

Sept. 16 
503 

Sept. 16 
504 

Sept. 16 
505 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CHAPTEB VI. THE SEPTEMBER CRISIS; GonESBEBG-Continued 

Subject 

The German Charg~ d'Atlaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Mini!ltry 

Kundt informs Brunet, French observer, that union with 
Germany only possible solution. Departure of Runciman and 
Ashton-Gwatkin. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

One hundred and fifty Czech citizens arrested in Germany. 
Legation asked to ascertain number of Sudeten Germans ar
rested. 

The German Charg~ d' At! aires in France (Brauer) and the 
Military AttacM of the German Emba88y in France 
(Kilhlenthal) to the Get·man l'oreign Ministry a.nd War 
Ministry 

French General Starr said to be reconciled to peaceful in
corporation of Sudetenland in Germany, but German attack 
would mean French intervention. 

Circular Telegram Frotn the German Foreign Ministry to Ger
man Missions Abroad 

As result of Chamberlain-Hitler conversation only cession 
of Sudetenland to Germany to be considered. Chamberlidn 
consulting Cabinet. 

The Germat~ Chargd d'Atlaires in Poland (WilhZisch) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Polish view that settlement can only be reached on basis of 
right to self-determination; due consideration expected for 
Polish minority. 

The German Chargd d'Atlaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Details of Sudeten German casualties. Government feel they 
have the situation in hand. 'l'ransfer of Sudeten German Party 
Headquarters to Germany used for anti-Henlein propaganda. 

The German Minister in Hungary (Erdmannsdortf) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Hungarian Foreign Minister claims equality of treatment 
for Hungarian minority, announces further call-up of reserv
Ists; Hungary promi~~es concessions for flight of German air
craft. 

The German Ambassador in Spain (Stohrer) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Interview with Spanish Foreign Minister. Spanish anxiety 
over possible repercussions of European war on the Nationalist 
cause. 

Circular Despatch From the German l'orelgn !linistry to 
German Missions Abroad 

Unconfirmed reports that Rumania would tolerate passage 
of Russian troops and that the Comintern would rPase to 
function in France and Rrltain In the event ot war, 

LXIX 

Page 

807 

809 

810 

811 

812 

818 

814 

815 
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1938 
Sept 16 

506 

Sept. 17 
501 

Sept. 17 
508 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CH.&.PTEB VI. Tm: SEPTEMBER CRISIS ; GonESBERo--Continued 

Subject 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann} tor the For
eign Minister 

Under pressure from Goring, Hungary Is to intensify her 
minority demands on Czechoslovakia and asks for German 
support. 

The German Foreign Minilltry to the German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

Czech Government to be Informed that reprisals wm be 
taken on Czechoslovak nationals in Germany for arrest or 
execution of Sudeten Germans. 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiioker} tor the Foreign 
MiniBter 

In the event of a plebiscite for the Sudeten German region, 
Poland wlll demand similar measures for the Teschen area. 

Page 

816 

818 

819 

Sept. 17 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiioker) 819 
509 Italian Ambassador points out useful role Italian troops 

could play In cession of Sudetenland. 

Sept. 17 Unsigned Memorandum, Presumably by the Foreign Minister 820 
510 Germany's aims In Czechoslovakia communicated to Mus-

solin!; Fiihrer's gratitude to Mussollni for his support. 

Sept. 17 Minute. by the State Secretary (Weizsiioker) for the Foreign 820 
511 MiniiJter 

The Czech ChargE'! d' AtTaires defends measures taken for 
his country's defense. 

Sept. 17 Mintl#e by the State Secretary (Weizsiioker) tor the Under 821 
512 State Secretary (Woermann) 

Government loan to be raised unobtrusively among financial 
Institutions. 

Sept. 17 The German Charg~ d'AIIaires in Czechoslovakia (Henoke) to 822 
513 the German Foreign Ministry 

Czech Government attempting to cause split in Sudeten 
German Party. 

Sept. 17 Memorandum by an OfftoiaZ of PoZitioaZ Division IV (Stechow} 823 
514 tor the Foreign Ministry 

Defection of leading Sudeten German Party men : arrests 
of Czechs in Germany causes sensation; calm prevails in 
Prague. 

Sept. 17 The German Charg~ iJJAIIaireB in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 824 
· 515 and the Military Attache of the German Legation in Czech· 

oBiovakia (Toussaint) to the German Foreign Ministry 
and the Sutweme HeadquarterB of the Wehrmaoht 

Czech confidence grows as result of ftight of Sudeten Ger
man Party leaders. Military measures continue. 

_Sept:' 17 The German Charg~ d'AIIaireB in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 824 
516 the German Foreign Ministry 

German radio reports cause fear and confusion among Ger
man population; exaggerated reports cause further anti-Ger
man feeling among Czechs. 
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1938 
Sept. 17 

517 

Sept. 17 
518 

Sept. 17 
519 

Sept. 17 
520 

Sept. 17 
521 

Sept. 18 
522 

Undated 
523 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CJUPTEB VL Tm: SEPTEHBEB Cmsis ; Go»EBBEBo--Contlnued 

Subject 

The German lloreign Ministr11 to the German Legation in 
Czechoslovakia 

Reich-German women and children in Czech inhabited areas, 
to leave the country. 

The German Charg6 d'Af1aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Kundt's estimate of the situation; confusion among Sude
ten ~rmans ; Left· Wing opposition to BeneA and Hodza ; stiff· 
ening in Czech attitude. 

The German Charg6 d'Af1aires in Czechos'lo'fJakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Text of German resolution on reprisals banded to Czech& 

The German Charg6 d'Af1aires in Czechoslo'fJakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministrg 

Flight of Sudeten ~rman Party officials causes depression 
among population; Frank said to have asked for Hitler's con· 
sent to formation of Sudeten ~rman Legion. 

The German Chargd d'Af1aires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Reception accorded to Chamberlain on hls return ; only Lib
eral Party now oppose idea of a plebiscite. 

Foreign Ministry Minute 
Sir Nevile Henderson expresses Chamberlain's resentment 

at not receiving copy of the minutes of the Berchtesgaden talk; 
Weizslicker's refusal to hand over copy; Czech Government 
asked by Britain and France to refrain from moblllzation 
during Anglo-German talks. 

Ted of the Joint Communication by the British and French 
Governments to the President of Czechoslovakia 

The proposal for cession of the Sudeten ~rman areas ; sug-
gested method of transfer ; offer of a guarantee of the new 
frontiers of Czechoslovakia. 

LXXI 

Page 

825 

827 

828 

830 

831 

Sept. 19 Minute tor the Foreign Minister's Secretariat 833 
524 Britain and France have advised Czech Government to re-

frain from total mobilization pending Anglo-~rman negotia
tions. 

Sept. 19 Minute by an Offtcial of the State Secretarg's Ojfice (Siegfried) 833 
525 for the Foreign Minister's Secretariat 

British Ambassador has asked that rumors on the Anglo
French discussions should be disregarded. 

Sept. 19 Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the For- 83'f 
526 eign Minister's Secretariat 

Chamberlain's message that he is prepared to come to ~r· 
many on September 21, 

Sept. 19 Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) tor the For· 834 
527 eign Minister's Secretariat 

Hitler to receive Chamberlain in Godesberg. 
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Sept. 19 
532 
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533 

Sept 19 
534 

Sept. 19 
535 

Sept 19 
536 

Sept. 19 
537 

ANALYTICAL LIST 01!' DOCUMENTS 

CBAPTEB VI. Tm: SEPTEMBI!1B Calsts ; GouEsaEBG-Contlnued 

Subjeet I Page 

The German Charge d.'Af1aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 835 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

No Sudeten German discussions with Parliamentary Commit· 
tee to be held pending outcome of Hitler-chamberlain talks; 
small-scale actions by Sudeten German Legion ; Government 
attempts to split Party. 

The German Charge d.'Af1aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 831 
and. the Military Attache of the German Legation in Czech· 
oslovakia (Toussaint) to the German Foreign Ministry 
and. the Supreme Headquarters of the Wehrmacht 

Report on military preparations In Czechoslovakia. 

The German Charge d.'Af1aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 837 
to the German l'oreign Ministry 

No approximate numbers of Sudeten Germans arrested can 
be given. 

The German Charge d.'Af1aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 838 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Soviet Union would not Intervene If France remained neu
tral; Poland would resist Russian attempt to march through; 
Anglo-French proposals said to have weakened Czech resist· 
ance; Communist activity. 

Minute by an OtftciaJ of the State S6cretary's Otftce (Siegfried) 839 
tor the Foreign Minister's Secretariat 

German reply to Chamberlain's request for copy of minutes 
of Berchtesgaden meeting.; Sir Nevile Henderson to protest; 

The German Charge d.' Af/aires in Great Britain (Th. Kord.t) 840 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Lord Halifax informs Count Grandi that Anglo-French plan 
communicated to Prague, but refuses to give details. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 841 
· Czecho&lovakia 

· Kundt to be Instructed to persuade Slovaks to raise auton· 
omy demands immediately. 

The German Minister in Bulgaria (Rilmelin) to the State Sec· 841 
retary in the German Foreign Ministry (Weizsacker) 

RUmelin recalls statement by Tusza in 1922 that at the time 
of the peace negotiations after the first World War Masaryk 
and Bene!l wet·e willing to cede purely German areas around 
Eger to Germany. 

Note by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the For- 842 
eign Minister's Secretariat 

Two memoranda: (1) Proposals for a plebiscite in the dis
puted areas of Czechoslovakia; (2) the future of the Rump 
Czech State; Polish and Hungarian claims. 

The British Ambassador in Germany (H end.erson) to the State 846 
Secretary (Weizsacker) 

Lord Halifax unwilling to inform Chamberlain of the Ger· 
man refusal to make the record of the Berchtesgaden talks 
available to the British. 
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Sept. 20 
539 

Sept. 20 
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Sept. 20 
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Sept 20 
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544 

Sept. 20 
545 

Sept. 20 
546 

Sept. 20 
547 

Sept 20 
548 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS LXXIII 

CHA!'TEB VI. THE SEPTEMBER CRisis; GonESBEBo--Contlnued 

Subject Pace 

The German .Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 847 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Rumor that Russia and Rumania have agreed on transport 
of war material to Czechoslovakia. 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Under 848 
State Secretary (Woermann) 

Sir Nevlle Henderson states that the time of Chamberlain's 
arrival depends on the receipt of Czech answer to Anglo-
French proposal. · 

The German .Ambassador in Poland (MoZtke) to the German 849 
Foreign Ministry 

Poland's decision to presS her claim for the return of the 
Teschen area. 

Letter From the Prime Minister of Hungary (lmretly) to the 850 
Fuhrer 
Hungary will oppose any solution which leaves out of ac

count Hungarian minority claims. 

The German Charge tl'.Atlaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 851 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Czech Government seeking to find suitable form of announce
ment of their reported acceptance of Anglo-French proposals. 

The German Charge tl'.Atlaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 852 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Slovak People's Party communiqu.; demanding respect for 
individuality of Slovaks, but condemning solution by force. 
Slovaks to be induced to make sharper demands. 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 853 
Sir Nevile Henderson informed of reasons for German re

fusal to hand over record of Berchtesgadeil talks. Henderson's 
letter not to be· submitted to the Reich Minister. 

The German Charge tl'.Atlaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 853· 
to an Official ot Political Division IV of the German For-
eign Ministry (.Altenburg) · 

Conditions In the Sudeten German areas; confusion caused 
by German propaganda broadcasts. 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 855 
Foreign Ministry 

Polish Ambassador denies existence of Russian-Rumanian · 
agreement on right of passage of Soviet troops. -

Memorandum by the Head of the Economio Department 856 
(Wiehl) tor the State Secretary 

Economic advantages and disadvantages for Germany of 
Incorporation of Sudeten German territories; advantage of an 
economic union with the rump of Czechoslovakia. 

The German Charge tl'.Atlaires in France (Brauer) to the Ger· 851 
man Foreign Ministry 

Report of a lecture by a French Deputy, pointing out the 
lnappllcabllity of the Franeo-Czech Treaty to the present situa
tion. 



LXXIV 

Date and 
Doe. No. 

1938 
Sept. 21 

549 

Sept. 21 
550 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CaAPTD VI. Tm: SEPTElolBER CBisis; GooxsliEIUJ-('Jontlnued 

Subject 

TAe Genna" Charge tl' Allaire& ifl Great Britain (TA. Kordt) 
to tAe Genna" Foreig11 Mini&trg 

Czech acceptance of Anglo-French proposal Inspires hope 
of Anglo-German understanding; Opposition reaction to Cham
berlain's policy. 

UMignd. Minute 
Attacks on Czech installations. 

Page 

858 

859 

Sept. 21 TAe Genna" Minister in Hvngarg (ErdmanMdort/) to tAe 860 
551 German Foreign Ministrg 

Hungarian demands presented ln London: not to be con~dd
ered untO after Czech settlement. 

Sept. 21 The German Amba&sador in the Soviet Union (Schvlenbvrg) 860 
552 to the German Foreign Ministrg 

Soviet press attitude to Czech situation. 

Sept. 21 Note From the Under State Secretarg (Woermann) for tAe 861 
553 Foreign Minister 

(1) Polish Ambassador to inform German Government that 
Poland has handed notes to Czech and British Governments 
demanding consideration for Polish minority In Czechoslo
vakia. 

(2) Text of note to Czechoslovak Government. 
(3) Text of note to British Government. 

Sept. 21 Minvte bJJ a" ODfoial of the Foreign Minister'& Personal Stall 863 
554 (Erich Korrlt) tor the State Secretarg (Weiz&licker) 

In conversation with Imredy and Kanya, Hitler states his 
lnte]ltions toward Czechoslovakia and demands more resolute 
Hungarian attitude. 

Sept. 21 The German Foreign Mini&trg to the German Emba&BY in Ital11 865 
555 and the German Legation in Hungarg 

Hitler's exhortation to the Hungarians. Poland to be asked 
to state her claims. 

Sept. 21 Memorandum bg the Hearl of tAe ECO'IIOmic Department 865 
556 (Wiehl) tor the State Secretarg 

.More detailed statement of advantages to Germany of the 
incorporation of the Sudeten German area. 

Sept. 21 Minute by the U'lld6r State Secretary (Woermann) 867 
557 Hitler has urged the Hungarians tQ put their demands more 

firmly and to give no guarantees of new Czech frontiers unless 
these demands are fulfilled. 

Sept. 22 Memorandum by an OtflclaJ of Political Dirilion IV (StecMw) 867 
558 for the State Secretary (Weiz&licker) 

German Legation, Eger, reports Sudeten Germans in con
trol of Eger, Franzensbad, and Ascb; Czech soldiers remain 
calm. 

Sept. 22 Minvte bg the Under State Secretarg (Woermann) tor the For- 868 
559 eign Minister 

Note handed to Foreign .Ministry by British Embassy on a 
French report that Sudeten Germans have occupied Asch. 
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Sept. 22 
561 

Sept. 22 
562 

Sept. 22 
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564 

Sept. 22 
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Sept. 22 
566 

Sept. 22 
567 

Sept. 22 
568 

Sept. 22 
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ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS LXXV 

CBAPTEB VI. THE SEPTEHBEB CBISIS; GoDESBEBG-Continued 

Subject 

Memorandum by the Under State Secretaru (Woermann) tor 
the Foreign Minister 

Hungarian demands presented in Prague. 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 
French demarche on the reported occupation of Asch ; 

Woermann denies truth of the report. 

Minutes of the Conversation Between the Fuhrer ana Reich 
Chancellor and Mr. Chamberlain, the British Prime Min
ister, at Godesberg on the Afternoon of September 22, 
1938 

Minute b11 the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 
Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes makes representations on re

ported occupation of Asch: Woermann denies the report. 

The German Chargd il'Af!aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 
anil the MUitary AttacM of the German Legation in Czech
o~tlovakia (Toussaint) to the German Foreign Ministry 
anil the Supreme Headquarters of the Wehrmacht 

Report that French Government asked by Czech General 
Sta1f if crossing of frontier by German formations brought 
the alliance into operation. 

The German Ambassador in ItaZy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Italy regards Czech question as fundamentally decided; 
surprise over change In French attitude. 

Minute bg the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

Orders for the Sudeten German Freikorps to occupy areas 
evacuated by Czech troops cancelled as success uncertain. 

Memorandum by an O:DlciaZ of Political Division IV (Stechow) 
for the Foreign Minister 

By the FUhrer's orders, Sudeten German Freikorps to occupy 
areas evacuated by Czechs ; report that new Czech Government 
does not consider itself bound by Hodza government's accept-
ance of British plan. · 

The Yerman Charg6 il'Af!aires in Czechostovakia (Hencke) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Demonstration'S in Prague ; Consul in Reichenberg arranged 
for transfer of administration to Sudeten Germans on his own 
initiative; composition of new Government still uncertain. 

The German Charg6 il' Af!aireB in France ( Brii1uer) to the Ger-
man Foreign Ministry 

French reception of the Hungarian and Polish tUmarches. 

The German Charg6 d'Af!aires in Great Britain (Th. Korat) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Chamberlain's departure for Godesberg; anxiety in Britain 
over additional Polish and Hungarian demands; growing oppo
sition to Chamberlain, 

Page 

869 

869 

870 

880 

881 

881 

882 

883 

883 

884 

885 



LXXVI 

Date and 
Doc:. No. 

1938 
Sept. 22 

511 

Sept. 23 
5'12 

Sept. 23 
573 
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CRAP'I'EB VL Tm: SEPTEKBEB CBisxs; GouEsBEBG---Continue4 

Subject I Page 

Minute b1t the .Under State Secretary (Woermann) tor t1te 886 
Foreign Minuter 

Ciano informs Lord Perth that Italy desires speedy settle
ment of Czech question, including fultl.llment of Polish and 
Hungarian demands. 

Letter From the British Prime Minister to the Fuhrer 887 
Difficult)" of presenting to the Czech Government the FUh· 

rer's demand for immediate occupation by German troops of 
areas to be transferred. · 

Letter From the Fuhrer to the Briti&h Prime Mini&ter 889 
Bitler upholds his demands. 

Letter From the Brituh Prime Minider to the Fuhrer 892 
In view of Bitler's attitude, Chamberlain will put German 

proposals in the form of a memorandum to the Czech Govern· 
ment ; his decision to return to London. 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 893 
United States Ambassador admits unfriendly tone of Amer· 

lean press; State Department striving for improvement. 

The Czechoslovak Legation to the German Foreign Ministry 893 
Denial of German press reports of executions under martial 

law in Czechoslovakia. 

The German Ambauador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 894 
Foreign Ministry 

Italy's satisfaction over Hungarian statement In London and 
Prague that Hungarian minority claims must receive full 
consideration. 

The German Chargtf d'AIIaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) 894 
to the German Foreign Ministrg 

Estimate of the character of the new Czech Government; 
detense measures in Prague. 

The German Charge d' Allaire& in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 895 
to the German Foreign Minutr11 

Chamberlain's difficult position in view of events at G&les
berg; growing opposition ; effect of German propaganda on 
Britain. 

The German Chargtf d' Allaire& in Great Britain (Th. Kortl.t) 896 
to the German Foreign Minutrg 

Kordt shares the views expressed above. 

The German Charge d'AIIaire& in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) 
and the Militarg Attache of the German Legation in Czech-· 
o&ktvakia (TOtU&aint) to the German Foreign Ministry 

Sirovy cabinet's determination to defend frontiers; troop 
concentrations on frontier. 

The German Ambauador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 
to the German Foreign Minutrr 

Soviet Government threatens to denounce Polish-Soviet Pact 
of Nonaggression if Polish troops cross Czechoslovak frontier. 

897 

897 
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Sept. 24 
589 

Sept. 24 
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ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS LXXVII 

CHAPTEB VI. THE SEPTEMBEB CRisis; GonEsBEBo-Continued 

Subject 

Memorandum on the Conversation Between the Fuhrer anll 
Reich Chancellor anll Neville Chamberlain, the British 
Prime Minister, at Godesberg on the Evening of Septem
ber21J, 19/JB 

Memorandum Handell by the Fuhrer to the British Prime Min
ister 

The text of the German proposals for the transfer of terri
tory and the subsequent plebiscite. 

Memorandum by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for 
the Foreign Minister 

British Minister in BudapeRt has protested against Hun
garian military measures. 

Memorandum by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 
Statement of Hungarian demands on Czechoslovakia. 

CHAPTEB VII. THE SEPTEMBEB CRISIS; MUNICH 

Memorandum by the Director of the Economic Department of 
the Foreign Ministry (Wiehl) 

Discussion on economic measures to be adopted in the event 
of German military occupation of the· Sudeten German terri
tory. · 

The German Ambassador in Polanll (Jfoltke) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Historical survey of the TeRchen area and Poland's claims 
to lt. 

The Acting Counselor of the German Embassy in Great Britain 
(Selzam) to the German Foreign Ministry 

Change In British public opinion as a result of German prop
aganda. 

The Under State Secretary (Woermann) to the German Min-
ister to Czechoslovakia (Eisenl-ohr) . 

Request that r..rea to be exempted (in air attack) should be 
marked on map of town X. 

The German Chargt tl'Af!aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 
to the Foreign Ministry 

General mobilization in Czechoslovakia. 

The German Charge tl'Af!aires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Cermak; Bene§ and the Government pre. 
pared to accept German terms if Czechoslovakia allowed to 
live In peace; troop movewents Interpreted as fear of war of 
annlhllatlon. 
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Sept. 25 
602 
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Sept. 25 
604 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CHAPTER VII. THE SEPTEllBEB CRISIS; MUNicH-continued 

Subject I Page 

The German Ambassador in Poland (Jloltke) to the German 922 
Foreign Ministry 

Poland attaches no importance to Soviet threat to denounce 
Nonaggression Pact. 

The German Clwrge d'Atftti1·es in the United States (Thomsen) 922 
and tile Military AttacM of the German Embassy in the 
United States (Butticher) to the German Foreign Ministrv 
and the Supreme Headquarters of the Wehrmacht 

America's attitude to the Czech situation and probable policy 
In the event of war. 

The German Minister in Yugoslavia (Heeren) to the German 923 
Foreign Ministry 

Feeling of Slav solidarity aroused by impression that Ger· 
many intends the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia. 

The German Charge d'Atfaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 924 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

Czech answer to Hungarian demands delayed because of 
latest German demands; stiffening of will to resistance. 

The German Foreign Ministry to German Missions Abroad 925 
Since agreement reached at Godesberg responsibility for 

preserving peace rests solely with the Czechs. 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsucker) for the Foreign 926 
Minister 

Discussion with Sir Nev,ile Henderson on points arising from 
the Godesberg talks. 

The G,erman Charge d'Atfaires in Great Bf'itain (Th. Kordt) 927 
tiJ the German Foreign Ministry 

Chamberlain's request that Hitler should grant an audience 
to Sir Frederick Mauri.ce. 

Minute by the Foreign Minister 927 
Conversation with Sir Nevile Henderson, who denies Czech 

statement that mobilization took place with the knowledge and 
consent of the British Government. 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 929 
Czechoslovakia 

Reich citizens in Czechoslovakia to be advised to return to 
Germany. 

The German Charge d'Atfaires .in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 929 
to the German Foreign Ministry _ 

Reported Czech acceptance of Polis~ demands. . 

The Germa1t Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 900 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

1•1·obable reasons for stiffening Czech attitude; Prague no 
longer feels bound by Anglo-I.<'rench proposals; Bene!\' confi· 
dence in French and Russian armed support; continued arrests 
of Sudeten Germans. 

Tl'e German Charge d'Atfaires in France (Brauer) to the Ger- 931 
man. Foreign Ministry 

Effect of mobili?..ation measures in France: French fear of 
lle1·mnn aim.'! muRt be allayed. 



ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMEN'fS LXXIX 

CHAPTEB VII. THE SEPTEMBEB CmSIS; MUNICH-continued 

Date and Subject I Page Doc. No. 

1988 
Sept. 26 The German Chargd d!Af!aires in Great Britain (7'11.. Korclt) 933 

605 to the German Foreign Ministry 
Chamberlain asks that expected Czech rejection of German 

memorandum should not be taken as final ; result of his action 
to be awaited. 

Sept. 26 The German. AmbaB.saclor in Polantl (Moltke) to the German 933 
606 Foreign Ministry 

Czech reply to Polish note on Teschen expected to state will· 
lngness to negotiate: Poland demands .unconditional accept· 
a nee. 

Sept. 26 The German Foreign Ministry to Various German Missions 934 
607 Abroall · 

Conversation between Bitler and Sir Horace Wilson; direct 
Czech-German negotiations can only take place after Czech 
acceptance of Godesberg memorandum. 

Sept. 26 Minute by the State Secretaf'1/ (Weizsacker) tor the Foreign 935 
608 Minister 

Czech Government breaks off ran and telephone communi· 
cation with Poland, Germany, and Hungary; Germany's attl· 
tude to this. 

Sept. 26 Unslgnell Foreign Ministry Minute tor the Foreign Minister 936 
609 Rumanian Minister informs Ciano that Rumania has re-

fused to grant right of transit to Russia; states Rumanian 
attitude to Hungarian claims on Czechoslovakia. 

Sept. 26 Minute by·the State Secretary (Welzsacker) 936 
610 Chamberlain requests that all premature reports on his nego-

tiatlons with French and Czechs should be disregarded. 

Sept. 26 Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) tor the Foreign 937 
611 Minister 

Erroneous statement by Mussollnl on the time limit of Octo-
berL 

Sept. 26 Minute by the Under State Secretarg (Woennann) for the 937 
612 Foreign Minister 

The American Ambassador, who asks what report he is to 
give to Washington on reception of Roosevelt's telegram, is told 
that no military action likely before Czech reply _is received. 

Sept. 26 The German Chargd d! Af!airea in France (Brauer) to the Ger- 988 
613 man Foreign Ministrg 

France considers Godesberg memorandum unacceptable; in 
event of war French people would support Government. 

Sept. 26 Lortl Rothermere to the Foreign MiniBter 9~1) 
614 Rothermere asks for postponement of time limit. 

Sept. 26 The Foreign Minister to Lortl Rothermere 940 
615 Insistence on the time limit of October 1. 

Sept. 26 Minute bg the State Secretary (Wei:silcket·) 041 
616 Suggestion made to Keitel for unified military occu1'ation 

court in the Sudeten area. · 
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Sept. 26 
623 

Sept 26 
624. 

Sept. 26 
625 
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626 

ANALYTICAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

CHAPI'D VIL Tm: SEPTEMBER CJUsis; MuNicu-contlnued 

Subject 

The German Charg~ tl' .At/a ire& in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

Conversation with Czech Foreign Minister's representative; 
Czech Government adheres to Anglo-French proposals ; de
mands guarantee of her frontiers; means of transfer of terri· 
tory compatible with Czech honor must be found. 

Copy of Statement by the British Prime Mini&ter 
British Government prepared to undertake that promises 

made by Czechs will be carried out, provided Germany refrains 
from use of force. 

Letter From the British Prime Minister to the Fuhrer 
In view of the Czech Government's rejection of the Godes

berg memorandum, Chamberlain asks Hitler to agree to meet
ing of German and Czech representatives to discuss method of 
transfer of territory. 

The German .Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schtilenburg) 
to the German Foreign Mini&trg 

Soviet attitude to the Czechoslovak question ; Soviet help to 
Czechoslovakia dependent on French intervention. 

The German .Ambauador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

The Soviet d~marche to the· Polish Government on alleged 
Polish troop movements on the Polish-czech frontier, and the 
Polish reply ; Soviet press comment. 

Minute btl the Under State Secretartl (Woermann) tor the For
eign M inider 

Spanish Ambassador points out the disastrous effect of the 
outbreak of a European war on the Nationalist cause in view 
of France's Intentions toward Spain. Spain to open negotla· 
tions with Britain and France on neutralit;r. 

Minute by the Under State St>.cretartl (Woermann) 
Foreign .Ministry inform the Wehrmacht of their desire that 

the diplomatic quarter of Prague should be spared in air raids; 
decision to rest with Bitler. 

Minute btl the State Secretaru (Weizlliicker) tor the Foreign 
Minister 

Italian Ambassador informed of Spain's intention to open 
neutrality negotiations; Germany regards Spain's neutrality 
as preferable to her participation. 

The German Foreign Mini&trg to the German Embassy in 
Poland 

Moltke asked to report on Beck's alleged refusal to cooperate 
with Germany. 

The German Foreign Ministrtl to the German Embasstl in 
Great Britain 

Embassy asked to inform British Government that, while 
regarding Sir Frederick .Maurice's proposal as impractlcatle, 
the FUhrer is prepared to consider a modified form. 

941 

948 

950 

951 

952 

952 

953 
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CHAPTER VII. THE SEPTEMBER CRisis; MuNicH-continued 

Date and Subject Page Doc. No. 

1938 
Sept. 26 The German Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 954 

627 Foreign Ministry 
Conversation with Ciano on the Yugoslav attitude in the 

event of a German-Czech eontlict. Hungarian pressure on 
Yugoslavia must be restrained. 

Sept. 26 The German Minister in Denmark (Renthe-Fink) to the Ger- 955 
628 man Foreign Ministry 

Decision by the Oslo Powers to remain neutral in the event 
of a European war. 

Sept 26 The German Charg6- d'AfJaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 955 
629 to the German Foreign Ministry 

Polish Minister considers Czech reply to Polish demands 
as favorable omen; his assessment of the present situation. 

Sept. 26 The German Charg~ d'AfJaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 956 
630 to the German Foreign Ministry 

Czechoslovak Government prepared to grant Hungarians 
rights defined In Statute of Nationality; Germany regards this 
as refusal of Hungarian demands. 

Sept. 26 Memorandum on the Conversation Between the Fuhrer and . 957 
631 Reich Chaneel_lor and Sir Frederick Maurice, President of 

the British Legion (an Association of British EiiJ-Service-
men), in the Presence of Herr von Ribbentrop, Reich For-
eign Minister 

Sir Frederick Maurice's plan to send members of the British 
Legion as neutral witnesses during the cession of territory. 
FUhrer prepared to allow the British Legion to act as observ-
ers during the plebiscite. 

Sept. 26 The President of the United. States to the Fuhrer 958 
632 Roosevelt's appeal for a peaceful settlement. 

Sept. 27 The Fuhrer to the President of the United. States · 960 
633 Hitler places on Czechoslovakia the responsibility for peace 

or war. 

Sept. 27 Memorandum on the Conversation Between -the Fuhrer and 963 
634 Reich Chancellor and. Sir Horace Wilson in the Presence 

of Herr von Ribbentrop, Reich Foreign Minister, and the 
British Ambassador, and Also Mr. Kirkpatrick of the Brit· 
ish Embassy 

The consequences of a Czech rejection of the German memo-
randum. 

Sept. 27 Letter From the Fuhrer to the British Prime MiniiJter 006 
635 Hitler refutes Czech objections to German memorandum and 

maintains his decision to occupy Sudeten German areas by 
Octoberl. .. 

Sept. 27 The State Secretary (Weizsacker) to the German Minister in 968 
636 Bulgaria (Riimelin) 

RUmelln thanked for recollections of 1922; Welzslicker sees 
only 50 percent chance of peaceful outcome. 

Sept. 27 Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 968 
637 Representative of the SS to go to Asch to gain Information 

on preparations for occupation. 

'197664-4._.,ol. U-t 
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CHAPTER I 

GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA FROM 
OCTOBER 1937 TO MARCH 1938 

No~ 1 
2369/i94316-25 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M ini8try 

SECRET PRAGUE, October 8,1937. 
A. III. 2. f. 2. (Pol. IV 5154) 

Subject: Conversation between Konrad Henlein and Hodza. 
On September 16, 1937, personal contact was established for the first 

time between the leader of the Sudeten German Party1 and the 
C~echoslovak Prime Minister.2 Information on the bringing about of 
the conversation and its substance is given in the attached memo
randum, which I request should be treated as strictly confidential. It 
appears from it that Hodza persisted in his view that only a grad
ual development of the minority problem was politically possible, 
while Henlein, on the other hand, demanded the legal assurance of 
Sudeten German Tights within the framework of the present consti
tution. Apart from this there is special interest in Hodza's remark 
revealing his hope to see, after a detente between the Little Entente 
and Hungary, the four countries together emerge as partners in nego
tiations vis-a-vis Germany, because otherwise Czechoslovakia might 
be "swallowed up." . 
. The actual importance of the conversation lies in the fact that it 
took place, and that now, in addition to regular contact between the 
members of the Directive Council of the Sudeten German Party and 
the Prime Minister, Henlein himself is now in a position to exert direc~ 
influence on the most important personality in the Government. This 
may have been intended by Hodza as a maneuver for pacification or 
dissimulation, or may have been designed to frighten the Czech Left 
Wing parties, and thereby to make them again display an accommo
dating attitude to Slovak Agrarians in the shattered government 

' Konrad Henleln. 
• Dr. Mllan Hodza. 



2 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

coalition.• I prefer to assume, however, that Hodza sought the contact 
in order to get to know his opponent and to keep open all channels 
for future political development. The fact that Henlein is beginning 
to emerge from his former isolation appears to me at all events to be 
a welcome development. 

EtsENLOHR 

[Enclosure] 

Conversation Between Henlein and Prime Minister Hodza 

·Time: Thursday, September 16,1937,2 p.m.-5:15p.m. 
J...ocation: Prime Minister's private villa at Prague-Smichow. 

Anteceden~s. 

1. At the meeting of Sudeten German ex-servicemen at Karlsbad 
on September 20 [September B1], 1937, Prince Max Hohenlohe• of 
Schloss Rothenhaus, near Komotau, informed Konrad Henlein's rep
resentative, Ap. [sic] Architect Rutha that, in the course of the next 
few days, he was meeting Prime Minister Hodza privately. He asked 
if he could do anything at the interview for the Sudeten German 
Party, say arrange a talk between Hodza and Konrad Henlein. 
Rutho. declared that in view of the increasingly bad treatment which 
the Sudeten German Party was experiencing from administrative 
and police authorities, and o~ the Government's policy of isolation 
toward the Sudeten German Party, Konrad Henlein would, in his 
opinion, hardly have any reason to seek a cOnversation with Hodza. 
All the more so, as Hodza had several times said that he could not 
receive Henlein because he was not a Member of Parliament. In view 
of the ever increasing tension of the political situation, the Prime 
Minister's attitude was indeed incomprehensible, but it could only 
strengthen Henlein's aloofness. Rutha told Prince Hohenlohe that 
in his opinion a conference between the Prime Minister and Konrad 
Henlein could only take place if an er£press invitation from H odza 
to Konrad Henlein were forthcoming. 

2. At 5 p.m. on Tuesday, September 7, 1937, Konrad Henlein's 
representative, Deputy K. H. Frank, accompanied by Deputy Kundt,5 

1 Hodza formed his third Cabinet on July 21, 1937, as a coalition government 
which Included representatives of the following Czechoslovak parties-Agrarians, 
Social Democrats (Czechoslovak), National Socialists (Bene.§' Party), and 
Traders Party-and also the three German "Activist" parties ("Activist" signify
Ing parties disposed to cooperate with the Czechoslovak Government) -the Chrls
tlan.Soclallsts, Social Democrats, and Agrarians. 

• One of the old Austrian family resident in the German frontier district of 
northwestern Bohemia. He was of Pan-German sentiment and acted at this time 
as an unotueial go-between for the Sudeten German Party. 

1 Karl Hermann Frank was deputy leader of the Sudeten German Party and 
nr. Ern11t Kundt was secretary of the Party. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 3 

chairman of the Parliamentary Club, called on Hodza at the Premier's 
office to inform him of the intention of the Sudeten German Party 
leaders to take part in the N.S.D.A.P. Reich Party Rally at Nurem· 
berg in compliance with invitations from .the Reich Chancellor. Dr. 
Hodza took cognizance of this and said "that to a citizen of the free 
democratic republic this visit abroad could not be refused." When 
asked by the two gentlemen ·whether the fact of this visit could be 
published in the press, Dr. Hodza stated that he had no objection, but 
insisted that he had only &poken with a deputation from the Parlia
'lnentary Club of the Sudeten German Party. When the two gentlemen 
left, Dr. Hodza next received Prince Max Hohenlohe, whose visit, 
however, was quite independent of that of the two Sudeten German 
deputies. 

3. On Wednesday morning, September 8, 1937, Prince Hohenlohe 
called at Architect Rutha's office and informed him tha.t "Hodza was 
seriously interested in having an exhaustive political discussion "with 
Konrad Henlein within the shortest possible space of time." Archi
tect Rutha and Deputy Frank told Prince Hohenlohe that, in their 
view, this necessitated an express personal invitation from the Prime 
Minister to Konrad Henlein, in order to avoid giving the impression 
that, after 2% years of artificial isolation of the Sudeten German 
Party, Konrad Henlein was pressing for an interview. Moreov:er, 
only Konrad Henlein personally cO'!Jld decide this. Prince Hohen
lohe, Frank and Rutha went at once to Konrad irenlein, whom 
Prince Hohenlohe, first of all in private, informed of his talk with 
Hodza. Konrad Henlein then summoned Frank and Rutha also and 
informed them that: 

(a) he had taken cognizance of Prince Hohenlohe's statement and 
was prepared in principle to call on the Prime Minister as soon as he 
received an express invitation to do so; 

(b) he had requested Prince Hohenlohe to convey this informati'on 
to the Prime Minister and that he could foresee results from the inter
view for both sides only if it was not intended merely as a chat involv
ing no obligations, but if the Sudeten German-Czech problem could 
be discussed fundamentally and frankly. 

4. This attitude of Konrad Henlein was notified that same evening 
to Dr. Hodza, who stated to Prince Hohenlohe that: 

(a) Herr Henlein could regard the sugges~ion to hold the discus
sion as his-Hodza's-express personal invitation to this discussion; 

(b) Hodza proJ>Osed as the time Thursday, September 16, at 2 p.m., 
the place being h1s private residence in Prague; 
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. (c) he, on his part, was also prepared for a fundamental and candid 
discussion with Herr Henlein; 

(d) the discussion was not to remain a secret, but was not to be 
made public until after it had taken place. In this connection Hodza 
emphasized that he was experiencin~ great difficulties in the coalition, 
and it would very much facilitate his rapprochement with Henlein if 
the Czech Left Wing were deprived of any material for agitation 
against him (Hodza) and against Henlein through Henlem's not 
participating at Nuremberg. He desired a detente with the Sudeten 
German Party and a positive outcome of the talk. 

On being consulted, Konrad Henlein, in view of his great responsi
bility for the situation of the Party, and out of understanding for the 
personal position of the Prime Minister, expressed his readiness to 
undertake this great sacrifice too. 

It is significant for Hodza's sudden change of attitude that only a 
short time previously he had stated definitely that he could not speak 
with Konrad Henlein because he was not a Member of Parliament, 
and now, obviously under the pressure of the political situation, he 
has abandoned this attitude and has broken the isolation policy of 
the Government toward the Sudeten German Party, that has lasted 
nearly two and a· half years. 

The conversation. 
Present: Prime Minister Hodza, Konrad Henlein, Prince Max 

Hohenlohe. 
At the beginning of the visit Konrad Henlein presented his con

dolences to the Prime Minister on the. death of the late President 
Masaryk.1 Following on a conversation on Masaryk, K. H. said that 
today at the heart of the political development of Europe stood the 
awakened nations. Already during the war the peoples' national 
consciousness had burst forth in the call for free self-determination 
of each nation, and it was Masaryk who had been the pioneer of this. 
Without estimating how it was that the right of self-determination 
had been granted to some nations but denied to others, he (K. H.) ad
hered firmly to the principle that for civilized peoples the right of 
self-determination should not be restricted to anything less than 
autonomy. "We defend this vital right of our nation, because it is 
also a vital right of the European nations and their future." 

Coming to the ~udeten German Party, Henlein stated: 
1. All hopes which are based on a splitting of the Sudeten German 

Party are false; there will be no split, for the movement for unity is 
constantly growing today, because the people want unity. 

2. I know that opposition to us is financed and supported from the 
Czech side. I could quickly silence the whole opposition if I made 

'Thomas Masaryk, President of the Czech Republic from its foundation until 
his resignation in December 1935, died on September 14, 1937. 
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slight concessions. But this is not my intention at all, for I need the 
opposition to keep my movement awake and alive, as the German 
parties in the Government no longer represent a serious opposition 
for me. 

3. Even a possible splitting-up of my followers would not mean 
any increase of votes for the German parties in the Government, but 
would only strengthen the Communists. This would entail fresh 
dangers for the State and relations with Germany might deteriorate. 

4. Chicanery by the authorities against the Sudeten German Party 
does not, in my opinion, endanger the final result, for each bannea 
meeting brings us new members and adherents. The same is also true 
of all injustices and coercive measures on the part of the authorities. 
They harm, not the Sudeten German cause, but the State~ and widen 
the gulf between Sudeten Germans and State. The people no longer 
know what is right and what is wrong in the State, for the decision 
on these matters is placed in the hands of despotic minor officials. 
As these act as representatives of the State, it is becoming increas
ingly difficult for the population to reconcile their natural loyalty 
to the nation with their loyalty to the State, and to believe in a 
State based on Law [Rechtsstaat]. There is always the danger that 
sooner or later there will be explosions, which no responsi~le person 
wants but which can, it is true, be suppressed, or the blame can be 
laid in the eyes of the world at the door of the .Sudeten German 
Party, whereby the European situation as a whole would, however, 
only be aggravated. Konrad Henlein said: "For 4 years I have 
striven honestly for an understanding; since October 1, 1933, until 
today I have pursued my unequivocal political course, but in these 
4 years hardly any practical contribution toward pacification, except 
talk, has come from the Czech side." 

Hodza stated that. he did not count on a split in the Sudeten Ger
man Party, and this was also not part of his political plan. Further, 
he denied the fact that circles opposed to the Sudeten German Party 
were financed by the Government. He had previously tried to 
bring about a rapprochement with the Sudeten German Pa~:ty 
through talks with some deputies. The first mistake made by the 
Czechs was after the election,8 when the Government ignored the 
Sudeten German Party. Already at that time he had spoken in 
favor of the Sudeten German Party, but had been outvoted in the 
coalition. The second faua: pas, however, had been Konrad Henlein's 
utterance in his speech at Eger :9 "I would rather be hated wi!h 
Germany than make capital out of the hatred for Germany." 

Konrad Henlein declared that this was not an attack on the Gov
ernment, but only a necessary clarification vis-a-vis certain parties, 
who regarded as loyal Czechoslovak citizens only those Sudeten 
Germans who incited against Germany and opposed her. 

• Presumably that of May 1935. 
• June 26,1936. 
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BiUs proposed by the Sudeten German Party. 
K.H. passed to the bills10 introduced by the Sudeten German 

Party and said that these had been introduced in Parliament by no 
means for reasons of propaganda, but from the full and honest con
viction that the bases of German life and existence and therewith 
the future of Sudeten Germans in the State must be legally assured 
against· attacks by subordinate authorities. 

Hodza: "The laws have not been drawn up by practical men, but 
by Jheorists; moreover, the constitution may not be infringed." 

K. Henlein: "That is also my opinion. I could equally well have 
denied the constitution, as the Sudeten German Party had no hand 
in voting it in 1920; I could have demanded the right of self-deter
mination. I did not do so, but accepted the State and the constitu
tion as established facts. The bills do not alter the constitution, but 
represent a supplement thereto; they were already to some extent 
promised in the constitution only they have hitherto not been en
acted." 

The case of Dr. Suchy. 
K. H. mentioned the arrest of Dr. Suchy, member of the Directive 

Council [Fuhrungsrat] and stated that this was intolerable to the 
Sudeten German Party and himself. He and all his collaborators 
were convinced of Dr. Suchy's innocence. The offenses attributed to 
him could not hold good in his case by any means as each member 
of the Directive Council had the strictest instructions to refrain from 
every illegal activity. 

Hodza answered thf:tt he had made inquiries, but unfortunately, 
according to his information, the case was not so favorable, al· 
though he did not. attach credence to the press campaign carried on 
by certain Czech circles, and promised to examine the Suchy case 
with Konrad Henlein personally or with an agent appointed by 

• These were the bills laid by the Sudeten German Party before the Czecho
slovak Parliament on Aprll27, 1937, as the first expression of the new demand of 
Henleln earlier in the year for "complete Sudeten autonomy." They proposed 
(1) the enrollment (on a national Reglster-Kataster) of all members of each 
nationality in the State In national organizations, each of which should constitute 
a legal personality; the Senators and Deputies of each such organization were to 
hold no office in the Chamber or Senate of the State, but should elect a Speaker 
(Sprecher) who was to be regarded as the official representative of his national
ity; (2) the guarantee of compensation for the infraction of minority rights; 
(3) "'penalties against anyone leaving or enticing another to leave his national 
organization, or compel another to use a language other than his own ln ofticlal 
dealings, except where provided for by law; (4) the obligation on all citizens of 
18 years of age or over to enroll In their national organization without the right 
to change same; (5) the right of appeal of these national organizations to a 

-Special Court of Appeal (Verfassungsgericht) which was to decide whether any 
law was an Infringement of the constitution. 
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him, without thereby interfering with ordinary judicial procedure. 
He promised that the latter would be carried out properly. 

Prague·B erlin. 
On his own initiative Hodza referred to the relations between 

Prague and Berlin which he .characterized as the crux of the matter. 
In his view the Sudeten German question was not the primary factor; 
but the relationship of Prague to Berlin. He could not admit that 
the Sudeten German question should be brought up in debate by 
Berlin or London ( !) as a condition for an understanding. 

Konrad Henlein stated that he could give no answer to this as it 
was not hi& business. 

Hodza went on to say: "I can, of course, understand that the 
Reich-Germans desire to see their brethren well treated, but I cannot 
allow direct intervention on account of the Sudeten Germans." He 
then asked K. H. no longer to bring this actual problem up at 
meetings and in the press, as it was only an obstacle to German· 
Czech understanding. He would like to continue on the course 
started on February 18, 1937.11 

Konrad Henlein: ["]While recognizing the personal good will of 
the Prime Minister, I must state that the course of February 18 is· 
not practicable for him as it cannot bring about any reconciliation 
between State and Sudeten Germans, but only simulates a reconcilia· 
tion through the preference shown by the Government to the un· 
important German coalition parties.["] 

Hodza did not enter into this in detail, but asked K. H. to acquaint 
him with an agent not too much in the public eye who would give 
him (Hodza) the names of those ltenlein people whom he could 
"smuggle" into civil service posts. "At all events I want to try 
a big break-through." 

0 ommunal elections. 
K. H. demanded the long overdue communal elections. 

11 A list of demands on the Czech Government was put forward by Henleln on 
l<'ebruary 18, 1937, Including as principal items the establishment of a federal 
form of state with full autonomy for the German minority, the abandonment of 
the Czech pacts with France and Soviet Russia, the harmonizing of Czech foreign 
policy with that of Germany, participation of members of the Sudeten Germ~tn 
Party In the Government, and their appointment to official positions, Some me~tt~
ure of agreement was reached and was promulgated me1•ely as a Gove1•nmeni 
~;tatement of concessions (on February 19), a method which caused annoyance 
to the Sudeten German Party. These covered principally the distribution of 
public expenditure throughout the country on a regional basis, the appointment 
of officials In relation to the percentage of the minority population, the allocation 
ot a proportion of public expenditure In German districts to German welfare and 
cultural purposes, placing of Government contracts with German firms In German 
districts, and the joint use of the Czech and German languages in official political 
and financial communications (though not In legal proceedings) In communities 
ot under 3,000 Inhabitants. 



8 DOCUMEN1"S ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

Hodza: "I will not issue writs for communal elections in isolated 
instances; you must achieve autonomy de facto, not merely in theory. 
You must have your people everywhere." 

K. H.: "But I must remind you that at the district council elec
tions the clear result in favor of my party was falsified and modified 
by means of nominated appointments, not only for reasons of party 
politics but also in order to eliminate national considerations." 

Hodza: "I should like. to select a few larger communes, for ex
ample, Reichenberg or Karlsbad, and hold elections there in order 

. to prove that Sudeten German representatives are not only good ad
ministrators but can also cooperate with the other parties, and in 
no case would proclaim an .A:TUJchluss with the Reich. Look here, if 
I can say to the Czechs, here you have your Henlein people who do 
their work well, administer.the commune correctly, do not carry on 
campaigns against the Czechs or demonstrations against the State, 
then the State will not be destroyed if Johnny Czech becomes Johnny 
German [ wenn. aus einem Postwenzel ein Post hansel wird] and if 1 
put Henlein officials into the service of the State." 

K. H. approved Hodza's intentions but emphasized that it was 
not a question of small, individual privileges, but of an attempt to 
reach a fundamental and legal solution of Sudeten German-Czech 
relations within the State. 

Hodza.: "The break-through must be attempted, and for this such 
preliminaries . are necessary. Remember that I too have enor
mous difficulties to contend with on the Czech side. There must be 
agreement on a generO'U8 scale, othe'r~Dise armed conflict threatens." 

Hodza then passed on to his Danube. Plan. 
The negotiations between Prague and Berlin became much more 

difficult if Czechoslovakia stood alone as a party in negotiations, than 
if a great bloc, namely, the Little Entente, plus Hungary, faced Ger
many as a negotiating party. "Otherwise Czechoslovakia could be 
swallowed up." Apart from this, preparations for agreement were 
progressing favorably in the economic field (deliveries of wheat). 

Summary. 
It was Hodza's wish that no difficulties should be put in his way 

by the Sudeten German Party; he was honestly desirous of reaching 
full understanding with the Sudeten German element. In spite of 
the Jubilee Y earl3 he intehded to issue writs for all elections in 1938. 
Furthermore Henlein men were in future to be admitted to the 
service of the State. 

• Le., the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Czechoslovak Republic. 
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Konrad Henlein demanded first immediate instructions to the ad
ministration to secure more decent treatment of the Movement in the 
future (bans on assembly and on wearing of jack boots and stock
ings). 

Hodza promised to work for a detente. Further he requested 
K. H., whom he considered to be a good democrat, to continue the dis
cussion on democracy once begun· in Volle und Fuhrung 14 but un-
fortunately interrupted, and to make known his (K. Henlein's) views 
on democracy in a fresh speech. . Hodza did not wish us to adopt 
the "totalitarian point of view" but to concede also to other parties 
in this democracy the right to existence. 

Konrad Henlein said that a distinction must be made between 
ideology and propaganda. In the field of propaganda it must_ be 
each party's aim to reach as many people lis possible or all, and no 
obstacle ought to be put in its way. Ideologically it was different. 

Hodza asked that everything be avoided which might give the im
pression that the Sudeten German Party·was a branch of Hitlerism, 
and then went on to speak of the tone of Die Zeit16 which was dis
agreeable to the Government and disturbing for foreign policy. As a 
former opposition and minority politician, he knew the minority 
struggle very well, and it was also clear to him that the Czechs 
would have to reduce their demands to the measure due to them. He 
would like to continue the conversation with Konrad Henlein at a 
suitable opportunity, but he would also have further talks with the 
Sudeten German Members of Parliament before the beginning of the 
next session of Parliament. 

Konrad Henlein: "The discussion was conducted ·by me with 
energy and decision, but at the same time politely. I repeatedly 
stressed the necessity not only for a tactical but also for a funda
mental solution of the Sudeten German-Czech problem. Hodza was 
courteous and friendly even in heated and tick~sh passages." 

Immediately after the interview Konrad Henlein informed· his 
colleagues, Deputy K. H. Frank and Architect Rutha, of' its sub
stance, for the purpose of drawing up the present ;minutes. 

u A Sudeten German Party review. 
11 The principal dally paper of the Sudeten German Party. 
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No.2 
120/68043-4f 

Statement Drawn Up in the German Foreign Ministry on the Obli~ 
gation of Assistance of France to Ozechoalovalcia Under tluJ 
Franco-Osechoslo'IJalc Treaty ol Alliance of January 19'2-'f and 
Other 1.'reatie& 

OCTOBER 9, 1937. 

OBLIGATION OF AssiSTANCE BETWEEN FRANCE AND CZEcHOSLOVAK.IA 

(1) In accordance with the treaty of alliance and friendship of 
January 25, 1924, between France and Czechoslovakia both States 
have undertaken to proceed jointly in all matters of foreign policy 
which may endanger their security or destroy the situation created 
by the peace treaties signed by both parties. (article 1) 

They further undertake to agree on the appropriate measures to 
be taken for the protection of their common interests, if these are 
tl~reatened. (article 2) 

(2) Under the treaty of mutual guarantee concluded on October 
16, 1925, between France and Czechoslovakia within the framework 
of the Locarno treaties, both States undertake mutually to render 
immediate help and support in the event of an unprovoked attack 
by Germany. The treaty will be valid as long as the Locarno 
treaties are in force. · 

In the event of Czechoslovakia or France.falling victim to an in~ 
fringement of the agreements concluded this day between them and 
Germany for the preservation of general peace, France and Czecho
slovakia, acting in application of article 16 of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, undertake mutually to render immediate help 
and support should this infringement be accompanied by an unpro
voked armed attack. 

In the event of the Council of the League of Nations, in deciding a 
question submitted to it in virtue of the above-mentioned engage
ments, not succ~ding in obtaining the .acceptance of its report by all 
its members, insofar as they are. not representatives of the parties 
to the dispute, and of Czechoslovakia or France being attacked with
out cause, France would, in application of article 15, paragraph 7, 
of . the League of Nations Covenant, immediately render help and 
support to Czechoslovakia and conversely Czechoslovakia to France. 

(3) Finally, the Franco-Soviet alliance of May 2, 1935, and the 
Czechoslovak-Soviet alliance of May 16, 1935, which together repre
sent one political and military unit, are of special importance. 
According to No. 2, page 2, of the protocol of signature to the 
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Czechoslovak-Soviet treaty of alliance, the obligation of assistance 
agreed upon between both States is only to become effective for both 
partners if, in the given case, France proceeds to render assistance. 
According to the terms of the Franco-Soviet treaty ( cf. No. 1 of the 
protocol of signature) the. decision as to the aggressor in the case 
of a German-Russian conflict lies in practice within the arbitrary 
judgment of the French Government. 

BERLIN, October 9, 1937. 

No.3 
1941/434887-95 • 

The German Minuter in Ozechoslovalcia ( Ei8enlohr) to the German 
Foreign M ini8try 

A. III. 1. b. 8. PRAGUE, October 11, 1937. 
(PoL IV 5191) 

Subject: German-Czechoslovak relations . 
• 

At the end of last week I had an exhaustive conversation with 
Krofta, the Foreign Minister, at which the following subjects were 
discussed: 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

Administrative procedure toward Reich-Germans, in par-
ticular: 

Expulsions; 
Refusal of labor permit; 
Administration of the National Defense Law with 

regard to Reich-German landed property._ 

Language question; 
Question of flag to be flown on the Elbe; 
Alleged plan of the German Military Attache's chauffeur to 

kidnap Otto Strasser; · . _ 
Legalization of the Party; 
Admission of book Mein Kampf; 
Change in censorship policy; 
Making each other's acquaintance. 

I enclose a memorandum on the tenor of the conversation and 
copies of the two vides-memoire handed to M. Krofta on this occa .. 
sion. Regarding the results of the talk-should such mature:-! shall 
report later. 

I am sending separate reports on certain of Krofta.'s statements 
on foreign policy and on the Military Attache's driver.n 

EISENLOHR 

n ~ee dorument No. 4, p. 18, for report on foreign policy. The report on the 
Military AttacM's driver Is not printed. 

?97864-49-....vol, U-7 
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[Enclosure 1] 

MEMORANDUM 

On Saturday, October 9, I called on Krofta, the Foreign Minister, 
and handed to him the two aides-memoire of October 7 and 9. In 
doing so I pointed out that in my opinion the aggravated hostile 
administrative measures meted out by the authorities to Reich-Ger
mans, as also· the period of arrests and ill-treatment, now brought to 
an end after 18 months of effort on the part of the Legation, rep
resented in fact a Czech reaction against the resurgence of Germany. 
It was high time to stop this reaction. I begged him to address the 
Cabinet in the light of our aide-memoire and to secure the issue of 
general instructions to all authorities to treat Reich-Germans in a 
specially considerate fashion and that cases of prejudice and hard
ship must cease. 

On the application of the National Defense Law 18 to Reich-Ger
man landed property and in regard to expulsions I observed that I 
did not entertain the hope of being able, through diplomatic means, 
to prevent measures which the Czechoslovak Government rightly or 
wrongly considered indispensable for the military defense and self
assertion of the country. I must, however, press that such measures 
be kept within the bounds of what was really deemed absolutely 
necessary and that their form and mode of execution should spare 
Reich-Germans as much as ever possible. A check must be placed 
on military despotism. I suggested that, fo~ all such measures on the 
part of the Ministry of National Defense, a capable and energetic 
man might be called in from the Foreign Ministry for the double 
purpose of keeping the Foreign Ministry informed ·of what happens 
in this field, and giving them an opportunity of asserting the foreign 
policy viewpoint and preventing excesses by soldiers run wild. 

When Krofta then gave as his opinion that it was not possible to 
issue a, general administntive order in favor only of Reich nationals, 
I answered tha:t. he would also certainly have heard similar com
plaints from Hungarian and Austrian quarters (at this he nodded); 
I was only entitled to intervene for Reich-German interests, but he 

u The Czechoslovak National Defense Act became law ol1 May 13, 1936. By it, 
the Government acquired e:ttensive powers over essential industries even in peace
time, the right to dismiss all persons "unreliable in the eyes of the State," appeal 
from which was only to a special court whose president was appointed by the 
Min,ster of the Interior and containing two members appointed by the Ministers 
of National Defense and Commerce, respectively. On the rejection of an appeal 
an employer had to dismiss the person in question. "Unreliable" employers 
were equally included under the act. 

At the end of June 1937 a further law was proposed by the Government and 
passed by the Chamber (only the Sudeten German Party and Hungarian National
ists opposing) which made mllitary training compulsory for all subjects of the 
State. and included appropriate training for women. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 13 

was at liberty to formulate his motion to the Cabinet in favor of 
other or of all foreigners. Krofta promised to submit the matter 
in the sense of my words to the Cabinet and to ask for a general 
instruction of the nature indicated by me .. Further, with regard to 
the administration of the Nation!J.l Defense Law, the Foreign Min
ister agreed with my view and ·informed me that it was intended 
to set up for these purposes a special commission which should con
trol the military in the exercise of the powers granted to them by 
the National Defense Law, and in particular aim at ·lenient treat
ment of landed property owned by foreigners. 

On the language question-intercourse of Reich-Germans with 
the Czechoslovak authorities in the German language, in those cases 
in which the authorities are bound to use the German language 
toward the Sudeten German minority-Krofta stated that we were 
shortly to receive a written answer. It was not feasible for us to be 
granted a legal right. I replied that we had demanded a legal set
tlement only because the Government had declared that they were 
not in a position to deviate from the recent decision of the Supreme 
Administrative Courts.19 We were not interested. in the nature of the 
arrang~ment but in its practical outcome. Since the existence of the 
Republic Reich-Germans had ·been allowed to use the German lan
guage in those cases where the authorities were obliged in any case to 
be conversant with that language. The withdrawal of this possibil
ity represented a severe practical disability and a definitely un-· 
friendly act, which must be remedied. Thereupon Krofta stated 
his opinion that, if we wanted merely a friendly gesture and not a 
documented special right, the matter could be discussed and he 
would again give it his support. The authorities of his country 
always demanded reciprocity, but he admitted that in the present 
case this was meaningless, because there could in fact be no German. 
authorities who were obliged, out of consideration for a nonexistent 
Czechoslovak minority, to conduct.intercourse with the latter in the 
Czech language. · 

I further informed Krofta that Counselor of Embassy Hencke 
would shortly call on the competent head of department in the 
Foreign Ministry to discuss the question of flags flown on the Elbe.2°. 
I was quite aware that he, Krofta, shared our view, whereas the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior were causing difficulties. The 

11 A decision made apparently under the new language regulations of February 
18. 

• This dispute was concerned with German objections to Czechoslovak shipping 
on the German portions of the Elbe flying the Czechoslovak 1lag. Having In 
November 1936 denounced the provisions of the Versailles Treaty on international 
waterways, Germany claimed to regard the entire length of the Elbe as a special 
sphere of German lnfl.uence. 
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question must now, however, be finally settled in our favor. We de
clined to negotiate on the matter, but a representative 'of the Czecho
slovak Government might come to Berlin soon for contact and dis
cussion. Krofta thought that the difference between "negotiations" 
[Verhandltmgen] and "discussions" [Besprechungen] was not so 
important. He let it be understood that he too was prepared to 
advocate an early agreement as we favored it. 

I then handed to Krofta the number of the B aseler N ationalzeitung 
of ():!tober 5 with the report on the alleged intention of the German 
Military Attache's chauffeur, in conjunction with a Sudeten German, 
to capture Otto Strasser and abduct him to Germany in the Mili
tary Attache's official car. I told Krofta, who knew nothing of 
the matter yet, that such a report could only have been put into the 
N ationokeitung by sources here, as the Czechoslovak press contained 
no reference to it, that Lieutenant Colonel Toussaint was absent 
at present in order to take part in the Rumanian maneuvers, thnt 
the driver, 1.4nk, had given notice to his chief at the end of August or 
the beginning of September, and had left his service at the close 
of September, that the Military Attache naturally knew nothing of 
the alleged intention, and, moreover, regarded Link as an unreliable 
chatterbox. I asked to be informed of everything that the police 
knew or might learn about this case. If there was anything in the 
matter I would not let this attempt to compromise the Legation or 
the Military Attache by such a practice go unpunished. Krofta. 
promised to take up the matter. 

I then e.tplained to Krofta that from the general attitude of Gov
ernmtmt and public toward National Socialist Germany, it appeared 
that they still adhered to the attitude toward the Third Reich 
adopted in instinctive self-defense and antipathy in January 1933. 
I wondered how long this would last and whither it would lead. In 
my opinion it was high time to bring it to an end, in spite of all re
straints arising from a timorous minority policy or out of considera
tion for the Marxist coalition parties. I recalled the speeehes of 
Reich llinisters von Neurath and Goring at the meeting in .Stuttgart 
of the Germans living abroad,22 and that of Gauleiter Bohle in 

· London, on the natural right of all Reich-Germans to unite, even 
abroad, under the aegis of the National Socialist conception and to 
pursue their activities unhindered, and I reverte~ to the demands 
which I have continued to raise since taking over my post here:-

11 The meeting of the Atulafi.I'Uorganilation. at Stuttgart on August 16 at which 
the German Minister of the Interior (Frick) and the Foreign Minister, as well 
as Benleln, spoke. 
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(1) To legalize or, as a temporary measure at least, to tolerate 
the Reich-German organizations of the Auslandsorganisation of the 
N.S.D.A.P.; 

(2) To allow the sale of the book Mein Kampf. It was ridic
ulous to ban the book, all the more so because a semiofficial pub
lishing fum had to be prevented by a legal decision from putting on 
sale an unauthorized and probably distorted translation; 

(3) To introduce a fundamental change in the former petty and 
narrow-minded censorship treatment of Reich-German books, news
papers and periodicals, excluding all emigre influence (Kesten
berg!). Herr XY, alias President Bene8, had demanded in the well
known series of articles in the Prager Presse a better acquaintance 
between the two peoples, and complained about our defective knowl
edge of the Czechs. How was it possible to get to know each other 
if every statement on what today is engrossing all Germany is nerv
ously kept from the eyes of the Czechoslovak public¥ 

(4) If demands 1-3 were fulfilled, then I was prepared to sup
port invitations for Czechs to go to Germany and Germans to Czecho
slovakia more frequently than hitherto for the furtherance of 
mutual understanding. The Czech war veterans, for example, and 
the Czech delegation to the Hamburg Kraft durch Freude Congress 
had returned with the best impressions. 'Op till now I had as far as 
possible kept Reich-German visitors away from Czechoslovakia, be
cause their arrest had to be reckoned with. But it was to be hoped 
that this state of affairs had now ceased, and it was also urgently 
desirable that such things should not recur as the ban on Sudeten 
German children being provided with holiday accommodation in the 
Reich, the unpunished insults to the FUhrer on the one hand and 
the long prison sentences for every "Heil Hitler" on the other. 

Krofta was distressed at my representations and appeared skep
tical about the realization of my suggestions which, I told him ex
pressly, had not been made on instructions from my Government but 
on my own initiative. But apart from emphatically denying any 
influence by emigres on censorship here, he did not contest.my state-· 
ments on any point and he promised to support my" wishes with 
Benes, Hodza and his ministerial colleagues, and to inform me con
fidentially of the result in a week or two. I gave him as a inotto to 
take with him that former experience showed that every political 
tension in Europe reacted, and that unfavorably, on German-Czecho
slovak relations, and that it was better to take a decisive step for~ 
ward and pursue preventive measures rather than that he and I, as 
hitherto, should only have to occupy ourselves with the sorry attempt 
to piece together badly broken porcelain. 

EISENLOHR 
PRAGUE, October 11, 1937. 
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B.l7. b. gen. 

[Enclosure 2] 

AIDE-M:bmiRE 

I 

The German Legation have pointed out to the Ministry of Foreign 
Aft'airs by repeated written and verbal representations the manifold 
measures directed against Reich nationals in Czechoslovakia by the 
Czechoslovak authorities. These representations covered a large 
number of individual cases and were supplemented by resumes of 
the various grievances and by general statements. As stated in par
ticular in the German Legation's note verbale of March 4, 1937 (B. 
I. 7. b. gen.), the German Legation had hoped by this to prevent above 
all prejudice to Reich nationals, which it was feared would occur 
through the application of the Czechoslovak National Defense Law; 
they had based this hope on reassuring statements which had re
peatedly been ma.de by the Czechoslovak Government, and which in 
particular held out the prospect of a liberal application of the 
National Defense Law. 

So far, however, no success has attended these efforts of the Ger
man Legation. The measures inflicted on Reich-Germans, the execu
tion of which signifies in most cases the utter destruction of the 
economic existence of the pe~ns affected, have rather in the last 
few months seriously increased in scope, in severity, and in lack of 
consideration for the human hardships connected therewith. The 
withdrawal of residential and labor permits as a result of the ob
jections of the military authorities in virtue of the Czechoslovak 
National Defense Law, and the withdrawal of labor and residential 
permits in virtue of other legal provisions (law for the protection 
of the indigenous labor market dated March 13, 1938, and law on 
the residence of aliens dated March 28, 1935) have been followed by 
numerous cases in which Reich nationals in Czechoslovakia have, 
under §50 of the National Defense Law, been required to transfer 
their immovable property to a Czechoslovak national at the shortest 
notice. The cases so far known to the Legation in which §50 has 
been applied have always been notified to the Foreign Ministry with 
a request to take steps for the cancellation of the measures. 

Llsofar as decisions have hitherto been made at all by the com
petent domestic authorities on complaints raised by Refch nationals 
against measures taken in virtue of the National Defense Law, such 
decisions have without exception proved negative and have disre
garded the representations made by the German Legation. In this 
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connection it is to be noted that, in virtue of the National Defense 
Law and the other laws, the Czechoslovak domestic authorities are 
proceeding, in increasing measure, not only to withdraw the resi
dential and labor permits from Reich nationals who have lived in the 
territory of the Czechoslovak Republic since their birth or longer 
than 20-30 years and who are not politically incriminated at all, but 
also, by expressly excluding any appeal, to deny Reich-Germans 
from the outset every possibility of opposing such measures. If cases · 
have occurred in which the Reich-German head of the family has 
indeed been left in provisional possession of the residential or labor 
permit, but expulsion is pronounced against the. wife and children 
and no appeal allowed, then such an attitude cannot be understood 
either from a practical or a humane point of view. 

The German Legation have the honor to express the expectation 
that the rising tide of such measures directed against Reich-Ger
mans will be stemmed by the efforts of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and that the decisions already taken in virtue of the National 
Defense Law and the other laws mentioned will be submitted to 
revision and canceled in every unjustified case. The; German Lega
tion would be specially grateful for an early reply to this request. 

II 

The German Legation have the honor further to point out that 
the measures decreed by Czechoslovak authorities against -Reich
German nationals in Czechoslovakia, and the representations made 
against these by the German Legation, are not limited to cases of 
enforcement of the Czechoslovak National Defense Law and other 
legal provisions mentioned above. In other walks of daily life a 
clearly visible tendency to aggravate the position of Reich nationals 
is noticeable. In this connection there may be mentioned among. 
other matters the use of the German language, which forms the 
subject of special demarches by the German Legation, on the part 
of Reich-German nati9nals inside and outside Czechoslovakia to 
official Czech bodies, and as a further example the control and super
vision of the associations of Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia-a· 
control which differs essentially from the treatment of Czechoslovak 
associations in Germany-further the demand by Czechoslovak • 
authorities for caution-money in connection with the payment of 
taxes as a condition for the grant of residential permits, and finally, 
in the sphere of education, the recent demand by the Czechoslovak 
authorities that Reich-German parents should produce their residen
tial permits before the admission of their children to a secondary 
school. The German Legation point out that the applications of 
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Reich-Germans for the grant of residential and labor permits often 
remain for years unsettled by the competent Czechoslovak authori
ties, and that therefore in many cases the permits of parents of chil
dren of school age cannot be produced at all, a fact which causes 
serious disadvantages for the education of the children, who in the 
meantime may not attend school. . 

The German Legation request the :Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
take up these grievances as well and to bring pressure to bear on the 
competent :Ministries, so that by speedy general directives to the 
administrative authorities a fundamental change in the practice 
hitherto ~revailing is achieved, thus dissipating the great anxiety 
which at present exists among the Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia 
on account of the measures directed against them . 
. PRAGUE, October 7, 1937. 

No.4 
1895/426828-30 

· The German Minister in Ozeclwslovalda ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 1. aUg. 

Statements by Krofta. on-
Hodza's meeting with Schuschnigg. 
Krofta's visit to Paris. 

PRAGUE, October 11, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 5190) 

The negotiations between the Little Entente and Hungary. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

At a meeting with Krofta, the Foreign :Minister, on the 9th 
instant, I asked him about the meeting between Hodza and Schusch
nigg in Vienna,24 the Geneva negotiations with Kanya/.!5 the Hun
garian Foreign :Minister, and about his, Krofta's, visit to Paris.28 

He made the following statements on these subjects:-
Schuschnigg had owed Hodza a return visit and also of course 

wanted to see him. Then the :Mozart Festival had taken place in 
Prague, to which the Austrian Government had been invited. Vienna 
had promised to send a senior official as a representative, and had 
let it...be understood that a leading political personality might per
haps also come. He had concluded from this that the personality 
might possibly be Schuschnigg himself, but in Vienna. this had pre-

• September 27, 1937. 
• Presumably during the meeting of the League of Nations Assembly in Sep-

tember 1937. -
• Krofta visited Paris in October. 
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sumably been considered doubtful. Therefore the unobtrusive course 
had been chosen, so that Hodza went to Baden, where Schuschnigg 
called on him. In fact the visit had had no significance whatever, 
for, as a rule, meetings between Prime Ministers lead to nothing (an 
allusion to the last meeting of the Prime Ministers of the Little 
Entente).27 The fuss made by the German press over the. visit had 
probably been very agreeable to M. Hodza, because he is pleased 
when special significance is attributed to his journeys ·or utterances; 
but there could really be no question that Hodza's Vienna visit or 
his own visit to Paris had been conceived as a countermeasure to 
Mussolini's Berlin visit,28 as a Czech opposition. newspaper had 
maintained. He at least was not so conceited as to believe that 
such importance could be ascribed to his actions. He had planned 
his Paris visit months ago, in order to visit the Exhibition (in 
fact he had told me of this intention some time ago), and once he 
was in Paris, it had been only natural that he should visit the 
French statesmen. They had made a tour d'hO'I'izon, but nothing 
special had been discussed. Krofta added, in reply to a question of 
mine, that at these talks the horizon had seemed particularly dark 
to the French Ministers and to himself. On the subject of journal
istic exaggeration Krofta said further that after the last conference · 
of the Permanent Council of the Little Entente at Sinaia, the news
papers here had stated that he had saved the Little Entente. He 
himself had not been at all conscious of this great deed during the 
discussions at Sinaia and had wanted to tell the journalists not to 
write any more nonsense of this kind. Benes, however, had told him 
that he was far too modest and he must let people talk. 

The talks with Kanya had had no result for the time being because 
the Rumanian Government did not know if it was remaining in office, 
and therefore did not dare to undertake commitments with regard to 
the minority. In the coming month it would be decided whether this 
or another Rumanian Government would be entrusted by the King 
with the issuing of writs for·the elections. If the Government re
mained, and if Antonescu 29 again felt more firmly established in the 
saddle, then the necessary concessions to the Hungarian minority 
could certainly be made. At the end of this month King Carol ..,as 
coming to a hunt at Selowitz near Briinn (a hunting estate formerly 
belonging to Archduke Frederick and now State property). There 
Benes would meet the King and intended to use his influence with 
him for concessions to the Hungarians. Moreover, in this matter it 

11 I.e., at Sinala, August 31, 1937. 
• September 25-28, 1937. 
• VIctor AntoneRCil, Rumanian Forf!lgn l\liniHh•l', September lD.'\6-December 

1937. 
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must also be borne in mind what the real issues at stake are :-to 
give the Hungarians the possibility of rearmament, "en sauvant lea 
apparences." If that succeeded, the political effect would at the best 
be a very slight easing of the tension. 

I repeat these statements of Krofta's in such detail, because I too 
have the impression that our foreign correspondents at times lack 
the right sense of proportion in their judgment of the importance of 
the journeys of Czechoslovak Ministers, thus giving them more 
prominence than they deserve. 

EISENLOHR 

No.5 
2369/\194326-29 

I 

The German Minister in Oaechosl<wakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PMoUE, October 22, 1937. 
A. Ill. 2. f. 2. (Pol. IV 5442) 
In continuation of the reports of the 19th instant (A. III. 2. f. 2.) 

and. further reports of the 21st instant.30 

Subject: Incident at Teplitz-Schonau and its consequences. 

PoLITICA;L REPORT 

The incidents at Teplitz-Schonau31 and their consequences are still 
in undiminished foJ.'Dl the focus of political interest here. The press, 
both Right and Left, unanimously represents the view that the Sude
ten German Party, by their propaganda and especially through the 
press campaign started allegedly by them in the Reich, are trying 
primarily to divert international attention as well as their own fol
lowers from the "Rutha case,"32 which in the eyes of the Czechs 
seriously compromises the Henlein movement and which also in 
their opinion might therefore have an unfavorable effect on the 
Sudeten German Party in the forthcoming communal elections, 
which are politically important. Moreover, the newspapers are en-

• None printed. 
•The Incident at Teplltz..Sch6nau (Tepllce) occurred on October 17, when a 

truncheon attack was alleged by the German press to have been made by Czecho
slovak pollee on members of the Sudeten German Party. Against this allegation 
a formardiplomatic protest was made in Berlin by the Czechoslovak Minister. 

• Herr Rutha was arrested In the middle of October on charges of unnatural 
practices. The arrest was ascribed by the Sudeten German Party to the Czecho
slovak Government's desire to get rid of Rutha, who had made himself objection
able to them by his able advocacy of the Sudeten German cause abroad He was 
later found hanged In his cell and the official verdict of suicide was not believed 
by the Sudeten German Party. The case also revealed dissensions in the Sudeten 
German Party itself, since it transpired that Rutha had been denounced to the 
police by a disgruntled Sudeten German Party member. 
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deavoring-even if not always with success-to display a certain 
imperturbability, stating that. this German press storm will also 
pass over, and will only again show the world-meaning Eng
land-to what serious threats Czechoslovak democracy is exposed 
on the part of her great German neighbor. 

The appreciation of the situation by Government circles does not, 
to be sure, completely agree with this attitude of the press. The ap
prehensions of influential personalities in Czechoslovakia go consid
erably deeper than they will admit to the public. Starting from the 
assumption that the events of the 17th instant and their effects were· 
a prearranged game between Konrad Henlein and Berlin, there 
existed, for example, even among responsible officials of the Foreign · 
Ministry, the fear that the "Teplitz-Schonau case" might form the· 
starting point for a German-Czechoslovak conflict which would this 
timE1' have serious consequences. Decisive for this line of thought 
were not only the scope of Henlein's demands and their peremptory 
formulation as well as the sharp reaction of the Reich Government 
and the German public, but almost even more the surprising rapidity 
with which the news of the Teplitz-Schonau incidents and the meas~ 
ures taken by the Sudeten German Party were spread in Germany 
by press and radio. In fact the German news organs were in a po
sition to publish reports on the happenings before the Czechoslovak 
ones. In this connection the announcement on the German radio 
of Konrad Henlein's "open letter" 33 to the President of the 
Republic, at a moment when it was still in the post between Leit
meritz and Prague, has caused a special stir. The fact that the 
instantaneous starting up of the German news machine was mainly 
the result of exemplary technical cooperation between the Sudeten 
German press headquarters and the D.N.B. is at present hardly 
credited here. Nevertheless it is clear that the Czechoslovak 
State feels itself more seriously affected than ever by the course 
of recent 'events, and the conviction has been strengthened in the 
Government and in wide circles of the population that even more 
must be done than hitherto for the security of the Republic inter
nally and externally. It is not to be wondered at that influential 
quarters decline to accept responsibility for the fact that excesse.s 
such as those at Teplitz-Schonau were possible at all. Otherwise 
they would have to admit that the chauvinism fanned and tolerated 

• This was addressed to President Bene§ by Henleln after the Teputz-SchOnau 
Incident; in it Henleln protested against the brutality of the pollee and demanded, 
"as the responsible and duly accredited spokesman of the Sudeten Germans," 
that immediate steps should be taken to realize Sudeten German autonomy, pro
viding for "self-administration and the performance of State executive functions 
by Germans in the German areas." The letter was suppressed by the Czechoslovak 
censor. 
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throughout almost two decades is bearing fruit, and that-a part 
from all other errors of omission-it represents the antithesis of 
the attempted German-Czech working arrangement in the country 
if, as at Teplitz-Schonau, the police are composed only of typical 
Czechs and German Social Democrats, in other words the bitterest 
opponents of the Sudeten German Party, and that the officials are 
so badly trained that their instincts could get the better of an ob
jective sense of duty. It is possible that the commission of inquiry 
working under the direction of a high Prague official will, to create 
elsewhere the impression of objectivity, admit misdemeanors by in
dividual officials; but in the final analysis it is to be expected that it 
will be established that the police were the victims of "acts of provo-

. cation" by the Sudeten German Party. 
It is in conformity with the high value usually attached here to 

the importance of foreign opinion for this country that intensive 
cultivation of the foreign press and obviously also of the Diplomatic 
C-orps here has immediately begun. ·If the quotations from leading 
British and French papers published in the Prague newspapers are 
in some measure correct, this step has already met with considerable 
succesS. It appears from various conversations held in the last few 
days that at present among the diplomats accredited here, includ
ing some well disposed toward ·us, greater credence is assigned to 
the versions of the Teplitz incidents circulated by the Government 
and the construction put upon them by the Government as regards 
internal relationships, than to the arguments of the Sudeten Ger
man Party and the Reich-German press. More than once foreign 
colleagues have seriously asked whether this time it would not come 
to ail armed con1lict. Without wishing to overestimate the impor
tance of these phenomena, they nevertheless afford ali interesting 
criterion for Czech propaganda work. 

Even more important is the fact that even leading personalities of 
the Sudeten German Party, at least as late as the 17th and 18th of 
this month, were of the opinion that the Teplitz incidents might af
ford the occasion to bring the Sudeten German question to a head 
with the help of the Reich. As was learned in strict confidence by the 
ugation-and unfortunately not only by them-Konrad Henlein 
made somewhat similar statements at a conference [Fuhrerbespre
chung] on the night of October 17th-18tlt, and at the same time 
also expressed the opinion, in virtue of hiH London talk with Van
sittart,84 that no serious intervention in favor of the Czechs was to be 

11 Henlein visited London in October, arriving about the lOth and leaving on the 
15th. Sir Robert Vansittart was then Chief Diplomatic Adviser to the British 
Government. 
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feared from Great Britain and probably also from France: Acting 
under this impression the "open letter" to the President, with its 
clearly defined demand for autonomy, had been composed, a letter 
which in its original draft was couched in essentially sharper terms. 
It can hardly be doubted that the Prague Government became aware 
of this estimation of the situation on the part of the leaders of the 
Sudeten German Party, thus making the harmony between Sudeten 
German and Reich-German propaganda even more suspect to. the 
Government. Meanwhile in the last few days a change of opinion 
seems to have set in among the leaders of the Sudeten German Party.· 
At any rate members of the council of leaders have issued a confi
dential directive that the Party must now readjust themselves niore 
to actual domestic political conditions. Obviously Konrad Hen
lein has come to realize that the time for the decisive struggle "for 
power has not yet arrived, and that a too vigorously emphasized 
policy modeled on the Reich might involve the Party, and particu
larly their leaders, in dangers with which at present they feel un.:. 
able to cope. -

It cannot at the moment be foreseen what tactics the Government 
here will employ toward the Sudeten German Party in the im
mediate future. It will depend whether their fear of Germany or 
their hope of support from the Western Powers is the. greater. If 
the latter is the case, they will pursue to an even greater extent the 
course already begun in the treatment of the "Rutha case," that is, to 
try wherever possible to compromise the Sudeten German P~rty. 
This will make it necessary for the Henlein movement, without prej .. 
udice to its militant principles, to avoid exposing itself to situa
tions which the Government might exploit politically against it. In 
any case the Government will utilize the existing atmosphere to elimi~ 
nate in the country itself the difficulties still in the way of the prepa
ration of the measures necessary for anning, and to intensify abroad 
their efforts to secure a loan by emphasizing the acute danger from 
Germany. 

EISENLOHB 
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No.6 
1K1/f34899 

The German Minister in Ozeclwslovalda ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 167 of October 24 PRAGUE, October 24, 1937-2:20 p.m. 
Received October 24, 1937-3:35 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 5412) 
Mastny,85 here to report verbally, told me of his talks with 

Krofta and BeneS. He asked the latter for recall or transfer on ac
count of German press attacks directed against him, but Bent'S 
refused. Government view situation calmly, hut uneasiness is wide
spread among population over possibility of serious conflict with 
Germany. His visit to the President is therefore being kept secret, 
in order not to give rise to fresh rumors. 

Government do not wish severer administrative measures against 
Sudeten German Party to be inferred from Teplitz incidents but 
on the contrary to pacify and come to terms. Proof of this is 
given in attitude of police during Henlein's visit to Karlsbad, as also 
postponement of communal elections, published today, and general 
ban _on assembly, first applied to German democratic .Activists.86 

Mastny further said that Bene8' and Krofta are earnestly endeav
oring to carry out my suggestions of October 9, that is in particular 
to modify administrative procedure in regard to Reich-Germans, to 
amend censorship policy and to legalize Party organization (see 
report of October 11, .A. Ill. 1. b. 8) •31 Yet it is feared that a 
speedy change of tone in our press might be construed as result of 
press campaign. 

EISENLOHR 

• Czechoslovak Minister in Berlin, 1932-39. 
• See footnote S, p. 2. 
11 Document No. 3, p. 11. 
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No.7 
!369/494335 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry · 

URGENT 

No. 170 of October 28 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, October 28, 1937 -noon. 
Received October 28, 1937-1:55 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 5544) 
On the occasion of a Slovak commemoration festival,38 at .which 

Hlinka39 also spoke, Prime Minister Hodza discussed among other 
things problem of German minorities, protested against any foreign 
attempt to interfere in minority policy, and stated that this rejection 
would gain in moral weight the more minority policy became con-· 
sistent and reasonable. Also mentioned interest which France and 
all factors in world politics had in an independent Czechoslovakia 
and in strong independent ·states in the Danube basin. In spite of 
all determination, tone calm and conciliatory in manner. 

I request urgently that German press abstain from attacks on 
Hodza, who is just now making pers~vering efforts to settle conflict 
with Sudeten German Party, and out of excitement over Teplitz in
cident to find a way back to peaceful development. Further details 
verbally tomorrow. Text of speech follows by post. 

EISENLOHR 

[Longhand note:] 
· Press. Submitted to Herr Wolf in: accordance with yes-
Immediate. terday's discussion. ALTENBURG, October 28. 

The necessary steps have been taken. 
W[oLF], October 29. 

No.8 
2369/494336-87 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A 4651 LoNDON, October 28, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 5686) 

In continuation of report of the 14th instant (A4411).•o 
Subject: Remarks of Minister Jan Masaryk about the Sudeten 

German Party. . 

• The 20th annIversary celebration of the founding of the Czechoslovak Republic. 
• 'Msgr. Andrej Blinka, leader of the Slovak People's Party, 
• Not printed. 
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Jan :Masaryk, the Czechoslovak Minister here and, as is well 
known, a son of the late President of Czechoslovakia, has repeatedly 
made the attempt to get into conversation with me on the subject of 
German-Czechoslovak relations. I have always avoided funda
mental discussions, as I could foresee no results of any kind from 
them. M. Masaryk has always given me to understand on these oc
casions that, at least in his father's lifetime, he exercised great in
fluence in Prague. 
· M. Masaryk recently made the following statements to me. He said 
that in Prague he had always striven to secure reasonable treatment 
for Henleiil and the Sudeten German Party. After his last visit 
to Londonu Henlein had now made the well-known statement in Die 
Zeit,42 which was in very sharp contradiction to the utterances made 
to British personalities during his last visit here in London. He, 
Masaryk, was accurately informed about ·these utterances. If he 
were to divulge them this would be positively devastating for Hen
lein. 'l'he Minister did not, however, say what Henlein is supposed 
to have said here to the Englishmen. Masaryk continued that the 
Czechoslovak Government had not instigated the arrest of Rutha.4s 
On the contrary, the denunciation had come from the German side. 
He only wanted to emphasize this point in order that the impres
sion should not arise that this was a part of the political struggle. 

As I learn from a reliable source, Herr Henlein had an unofficial 
discussion lasting several hours with Sir Robert Vansittart at a third 
party's house here. According to this informant, he submitted to 
Vansittart his draft of an autonomy law. Vansittart is said to have 
discussed the subject with him down to the most minute details. 

Henlein did not go to the Foreign Office. During his visit he did 
not see the Czechoslovak Minister in person. On the contrary he was 
received by a Secretary a,t the Legation for a very short conversation. 

For the Ambassador: 

a See. footnote 84, p. 22. 
a The principal daily paper of the Sudeten German Party. 
• See .footnote 32, p. 20. 

WoERMANN 
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No.9 

Memorandum 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL (Pol. IV 5565) 

Yesterday Herr Kinzel'* called on me on instructions from Kon
rad Henlein, in order to put me in the picture confidentially regard
ing the events at Teplitz-Schonau. He remarked in this connection 
that Deputy Carl Hermann Frank's nerves had in fact given way. 
It was true that the first blow had been struck by a Czech policeman, 
but after that Herr Frank was no longer able to control himself and 
had then struck out at the policemen, . from one of whom he had 
snatched a rubber truncheon, whereupon he was dragged into the 
guardroom. Both in the Czech and Sudeten German camps instruc
tions had been issued by Benes and Henlein that the affair should 
be settled peaceably, this being regarded as essential by both sides 
for the avoidance of further iucidents, in view of the excited mood 
prevailing' at the time~ In these circumstances the sharp tone which 
the German press had continued to adopt was not entirely in accord-
ance with the lirie desired by Konrad Henlein. . 

Frank's encounter with the Czech police would be further dealt 
with by the Czechoslovak Government, but the Sudeten German 
Party still hoped to be able to bring influence to bear so that settle
ment of the affair would result in lenient treatment for him. More- · 
over, the impending debates on the Stnte budget would give the 
Party representatives the desired opportunity of criticizing in Parlia
ment the treatment of the Sudeten Germans. 

ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, October 28~ 1937. 

No.IO 
884/2GT162, 1941/434910-11 

1'he German Foreign Ninilstry to Certain Germatt Missions Abroad 

BERLIN, November 5, 1937. 

Copies to: 
(Pol. IV 5623) 

The German Embassy, London 
" " " Rome ( Qu.) 
" " " Warsaw 
" " Legation, Belgrade 

t~ KUnzel, one of Henleln's officials In the Sudeten German Party,ls pt•esuwably 
meant. 

'ltTtlt-0-'fol. 11-8 
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The German Legation, Budapest 
" " " Bucharest 

forwarded for confidential information. 
The German Embassy in Paris is requested to ascertain further 

information about t.he:-alleged assurances of the French Government. 
For the Minister: 

ALTENBURG 

[Enclosure] 

The German Charge d' A If aires in Czechoslovakia ( H encke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A. III. 1. b. 8. 
PRA.oVE, October 29, 1937. 

(Pol. IV 5623) 
In the course of a lengthy conversation Wettstein, the Hungarian 

:Minister here, communicated the following to me today : 
Authoritative Czechoslovak· circles and the Diplomatic Corps in 

Prague were of the opinion that Germany intended to stage among 
the Sudeten German$ a rising on the Spanish pattern which would 
eventually lead to a voluntary union of the Sudeten German ter
ritory with the Reich. The Czechoslovak Government had asked 
Blum, the deputy French Prime :Minister, during his stay in Prague 
on the occasion of the funeral ceremonies of the late President 
:Masaryk,45 whether France would regard such a. move as a. Ca8U8 

· foederis. Blum's .answer had been evasive. Krofta, the Foreign 1\fin
ister, had therefore again broached this problem on the occasion of his 
journey to Paris in connection with the last Geneva meeting, and 
had this time received positive assurances from the French Govern
ment. The Prague Government had now taken the events at Teplitz
Schonau as an opportunity to assure themselves once again of 
French assistance in the event of a rising in the Sudeten German 
area.. 

How far the information of Wettstein is correct as regards details 
cannot be ascertained. Naturally I strongly disputed the conception 
of alleged German intentions. It can scarcely be doubted, however, 
that the Hungarian l\finister has accurately reproduced the ideas
partly subjectively honest and partly tendentiously circulated-of 
influential Czech circles and the views of the majority of the dip
lomats accredited here. 

HE:NCKE 

• September 2L 
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No.ll 

Minute 

BERLIN, November 3, 1937 •. 
~s Herr Funk,48 the State Secretary, informs me by telep,hone, 1 

)r. Goebbels has now ordered that the preSs campaign against 
:zechoslovakia is to cease. 

MACKEN SEN 

No.l2 
:::369/494338-39 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT PRAGUE, November 4,1937-8:45 p.m. 
No. 177 of November 4 Received November 4, 1937-11:30 p.m. 

(zu Pol, IV 5687) 
· 1 have today informed Krofta, on behalf of the Reich Foreign 
Minister, that it must not be concluded, as has frequently been the 
case here, from the profound state of agitation of German public 
opinion to which our press has given expression, that Germany's 
intentions toward Czechoslovakia are aggressive. On the contrary, 
our policy was now as previously based on the maintenance of peace. 

I further stated on behalf of the Reich Minister for Propaganda,41 

that we would no longer tolerate the fact that, under the protection 
of the Czechoslovak Government, numerous emigre newspapers were 
inciting opinion against the Third Reich and insulting members of 
the German Government. How the Czechoslovak Government 
stopped this was their own affair, but if such press activity were put 
m end to, for example by means of a strict censorship, Dr. Goehbels 
would guarantee that the attitude of the German press would be 
i>rought completely into line with that of the Czechoslovak press. 
Dnly then would the atmosphere be created in which efforts could be 
nade toward a political detente. So as to avoid any appearance of 
interference, I did not wish to touch on minority questions in this .. 
~onnection, but I was working on the assumption that, after the 
replitz incident, things would once more develop on tranquil lines 
md give no occasion for fresh excitement on the part of our public 
>pinion. In this connection I outlined the following- program: 

.. State Secretary in the Reich Propaganda Ministry. 
"Dr. Josef Goebbels. 
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(1) For immediate action: 
(a) Suppression.of the emig_r6 incitement campaign. 
(b) Reduction in the numbers of Reich-Germans ex

pelled from the frontier area to the minimum 
mdispensable for military reasons. 

(2) For December: Legalizing of the Party organization. 
(3) For January: Reorganization of the censorshi{>, press dis
• cussion on German newspapers and publications, admis-

. sion of Mein Kampf. 

On the subject of the expulsion of Reich-Germans, Krofta stated 
that his Ministry was now entirely occupied with the administration 
of the National Defense Law, that moreover ( • • • two groups 
missing) the President of the Defense Council reserved for himself 
the final decision in all cases, "in order to avoid the danger of war." 
I mentioned that we were ready with reprisals, but hoped to limit 
the extent of these, if the other side also kept within bounds. Krofto. 
acknowledged that my proposals signified no political sacrifices for 
Czechoslovakia. and were useful for further developments. He em
phasized, however, the great difficulty involved in realizing them; 
for this he required the assistance of the President of the State 
whom he would therefore ask to receive me as soon as Benel re
turned from Seelowitz. · 

Please inform Dr. Goebbels of the foregoing and influence Mastny 
in the same direction. 

No.l3 
1618/886611 

Memorandum 

STRIOTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

EISENLOHR 

(Pol. I 6286) 
(PoL IV 5726) 

Herr Eisenlohr communicated the following to me during his last 
visit to Berlin: 

1) According to information received·· by him, the obligation 
between Paris and Prague to render mutual assistance had been ex· 
tended; in ~hat the French were also bound to give military support 
·to Czechoslovakia if Germany, on the ground of internal unrest in 
Czechoslovakia, were to seize the opportunity of marching into the 
latte_r country. · 

2) During Henlein's visit to London in October this year,•• Van
sittart informed him that Britain would work with the Czechoslovak 

• See footnote 84, p. 22. 
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Government to secure the most far-reaching autonomy for the 
Sudeten Germans, but that Britain would be found at the side of 
France "if the Germans marched into Czechoslovakia.'' 

ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, November 6, 1937 • 

. No.l4 
2389l'O•s•o 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Woermann) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

CONFIDENTIAL LoNDON, November 9, 1937. 
A 4790 (Pol. IV 5870)-
In continuation of report of October 14, 1937 (A 4411), 4& 

Supject: Henlein's visit to London. 
• Concerning Henlein's London talks with Sir Robert Vansittart, I 

hear further confidentially that Vansittart is supposed to have shown 
himself extremely ready to support Sudeten German wishes for 
autonomy. This is in accordance with the British policy of elim· 
inating points of friction in Europe in such a way as to avoid raising 
the major problems which lie behind them. -

A further subject of the conversations is said to have been the 
Austrian question. According to my informant's statement, Van· 
sittart wished in this matter to hear from Henlein what further de
velopments were expected in Germany. He gave him to understand 
that Britain considered a union of Germany and Austria inevitable 
in the long run, but pointed out the dangers which would arise if the 
union were attempted by means of a Putsch. In so doing he is 
alleged to have stated that it seemed to him to be a better solution if 
one day Austria were to be militarily occupied by Gerniany,11o 
rather than if a Putsch were attempted. - My authority claims to 
know that Henlein has seen in this an attempt at provocation, 
which is very probable if Vansittart really made this statement. 

I am still making eft'orts to learn elsewhere without attracting at· 
tention more about the conversation between Vansittart and Henlein. 

WoERHANN . 
• Not printed. 
• Marginal note by Neurath: "Henleln has told me the same. November 15~" 
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No. IS 

lHl/434917 

Th6 German JJ/iniste1' in Osechoslovakia ( Eisenloh1') to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

No. 182 of November 9 

Telegram 

PRAoUE, November 9, 1937-10:20 p.m. 
Received November 9, 1937-11:35 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 5803) 

In continuation of telegram No. 177 of November 4. 51 

Had long conversation today with President BeneS. He was in 
complete agreement with my proposals. He stressed legal difficulty 
of taking measures against emigre press, but stated that he would 
find ways and means and would commence his efforts at once.. It 
would of course require some time to carry them into effect. 

He promised furthermore to limit the removal of Reich nationals• 
from frontier areas to the indispensable minimum demanded by 
military requirements. He had already requested list of expulsions 
and removals from War Minister. 

Written report follows immediately. Please inform Reich Minis
ter Goebbels. 

EISENLOHR 

[Longhand note:] Minister ~isenlohr has promised by telephone 
a detailed written report. , 

1) · For the attention of Minister Aschmann, Press Department, it 
is expected that the informing of the Ministry of Propaganda, as 
in the case of telegram 177, will be 

1
Undertaken by the Press Depart-

ment. · 
2) File. A[LTENBURo,] November 11. 

No.l6 
19T'I'/f38943 

Minute 

(Pol. 954_4) 
The Czechoslovak Minister visited me today and asked for a few 

friendly words to be published in the German press about relations 
with Prague when the new economic agreements with Czechoslo-

11 Document No. ~. p. 29. 
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vakia 152 are announced. He was sure that the Czech Prime Minister 
would speak on Thursday in the same sense. 

He was glad that both sides·intend to revert to a moderate tone in 
the press and was optimistic concerning his Government's measures 
in regard to the emigre press. For the first time, however, he drew 
a parallel here with the Czechoslovak emigres in Germany.118 He 
referred to Viererbl (V.B.) ,15• who considered himself to be an expert 
on Czechoslovak politics and always wrote the most caustic and rudest 
articles against Czechoslovakia. I denied the . parallel with the 
emigr~ living in Czechoslovakia, as the latter. only wrote out of 
hatred while men like Viererbl believed they were carrying out a 
political task, in doing which they overstepped the limits now and 
a gam. 

The Minister mentioned in conclusion that yesterday's conversa~ 
tion had restored his optimism as regards the development of mutual 
relations. 

BERLIN, November 9, 1937. 

No.l7 
1941/434913-16 

Memorandum 

ABCBMANN 

BERLIN, November 9, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 5802) 

M. Mastny, the Czechoslovak Minister, came to· see me yesterday 
evening at my request. I took advantage of the conversation, which 
lasted over an hour, to discuss thoroughly with the Minister pending 
questions, both i_g;'virtue of telegram No. 177 of November 4 and of 
the report No. A. III. 1. b. 8. of October 11.1111 It transpired that M. 
Mastny was also fully informed of the last conversation between 
Herr Eisenlohr and the Czech Foreign Minister. I was therefore · 
able to limit myself substantially to explaining to him our. views on 
the individual points. 

. . 
• Presumably those concluded at Hamburg In November, constituting merely 

supplementary agreements for the coming year to the main Economic Treaty of 
1920, on which Czechoslovak-German economic relations were based; these s\1))
plementary agreements provided for a slight Increase in the total volume of 
trade, and for Germany's taking more finished goods from Czechoslovakia In 
exchange for receiving a corresponding increase of Czechoslovak raw materials 
and foodstutls. 

11 Marginal longhand note : "V. emphasizes that he became a Retch citizen by 
legal means, for be was legally releaBed from C.S. allegiance." 

"'Dr. Karl Viererbl, a Sudeten German journalist, and editor of the Sudeten 
German Party organ Die Zeit. · 

"Documents Nos. 1.2 and 3, pp. 29 and 11, respectively. 
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The following appear worthy of note: 
1) The Minister frankly recognized the importance of a satisfac

tory settlement of the emigre question for the nornui.lization of our 
relations with Czechoslovakia. He stressed the fact that Czechoslo
vakia could already show certain positive achievements in this field 
inasmuch as she had .withdrawn the right of street sale from the 
emigre newspapers some months ago pursuant to talks he had had, 
first with Reich Minister Goebbels and later twice with State Secre
tary Funk.116 The Government realized, however, that this was only 
a step toward the goal aimed at, and was considering further meas
ures in which the idea of restricting the activities of the- emigres 
played a part. The Minister acknowledged that uncontrolled emigre 
activity in Czechoslovakia. was an abuse of the laws of hospitality 
and a heavy burden for the Czechoslovak Republic. He seemed to 
expect that the necessary measures would be taken shortly, presum
ably after the talks contemplated between Herr Eisenlohr, the Min
ister, and the President of the State. 

2) The prospects of permission being granted for the Auslands
organisation seemed to him quite favorable. He emphasized the 
fact that both Gau1eiter Bohle's speech at Stuttgart and, not least, 
what had appeared about his talks in the British press, had been 
very conducive to explaining the true nature of the A.O. even in 
Czechoslovak circles. I took this opportunity to suggest to him that 
he should get.into personal to)lch with Gauleiter Bohle and perhaps 
incidentally pay a visit to the Auslandsorganisation here, which 
would certainly afford him much further useful information. M; 
Mastny was obviously pleased with this idea and thought that it 
would undoubtedly assist his efforts in this direction with the Prague 
Government if he could speak from personal knowledge of the matter 
in viriue of such a :visit, and not from information gained from third 
parties. I put it to him that he should discuss the question with 
Gauleiter Bohle after the latter's return from Munich. 

3) The Minister also believes that he will be able to make progress 
before long in the struggle for authorization of the book M ein 
Kampf. He himself had always advocated making the book avail
able, to be sure for reasons . essentially different from ours. He had 

" See footnote 46, p. 29. 
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in fact emphasized that, in a democratic state like Czechoslovakia, 
it was not fitting to withhold from the public a book such as this 
which reveals the ideology of another nation. 

4) In the matter of the press the Minister described what he had 
hitherto attempted here in this field in order to achieve a normali
zation of relations. A long conversation months ago with the Reich 
Propaganda Minister had proved uaeful, especially as a further con
versation took place with State Secretary Funk in the middle of 
August. A certain calm lasting for weeks was in fact to be recorded; 
then, however, in connection with the Weigel57 case, and only more 
recently because of the incidents at Teplitz,118 the contest had burs* 
out afresh all along the line. It was clear to him that it was to a 
certain extent a vicious circle, as a normal political atmosphere be
tween both countries was the hypothesis of a real press peace. To 
normalize this atmosphere wa·s, however, extraordinarily difficult, on 
account of the perpetual press polemics. Finally, deliberations were 
going on within his Government as to how the press regulations 
could be tightened up by the Czechs, thus providing the Government 
with an effective weapon for intervention. 

5) The conversation brought to light no fresh views on the ques
tion of the administration of the National Defense Law. M. Mastny 
himself, however, seemed to be of opinion that a considerable ad~ 
vance on the part of the Czechs was still necessary here, but pointed 
out the difficulties of putting this into practice. 

6) The talk on the relations of Czechoslovakia with Moscow cov
ered a relatively wide field. I attempted to explain to the Minister 
that these relations, of whose harmless nature as asserted by him 
we could not be convinced, were visibly having a specially disturbing 
influence on German-Czechoslovak relations in many spheres. I tried 
to point out to him that his repeated efforts to represent Czechoslo
vakia's strict discrimination between the Russian Government of the 
day and the Third International were a useless play upon words. 
My observations on this question finally led him to remark that he 
too was one of those Czechs who were earnestly deliberating whether 
the special relations with Russia, born of emergency, would, the 
longer they lasted, be a greater burden to Czechoslovakia's political 
position in foreign matters. The Minister, however, hastened to add 
to this somewhat melancholy observation that no modification Qr 

11 Bruno Weigel was a German cltl:r.en arrested ln Prague by the Czechoslovak 
Government ln November 1986 on suspicion of espionage and released In May 
1987. It was alleged by Germany that he was tortured, and the Incident raised 
a storm of Indignation ln the German press. The Czechoslovak Government de
nted the allegations. 

• See footnote 31, p. 20. 
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severance of these relations could be contemplated. Moreover, the 
bonds between Prague and Moscow were by no means so close as we 
frequently appeared to think. · 

7) lf. lfastny mentioned finally-not without reference to the 
question of Prague-Moscow relations-that, in his efforts to demon
strate willingness to cooperate with us, he had some months ago 
advocated compliance with a suggestion from us to the effect that 
Czechoslovak police authorities should make contact with police 
officials here for defensive measures against Communism. Two 
senior Czechoslovak police officials had actually appeared here and 
had received a friendly reception. He had not, however, heard that 
anything in the nature of cooperation had developed from this visit, 
but would shortly make inquiries in the proper quarter here. 

lf. Mastny concluded his statements with the remark that after 
a state of affairs lasting weeks, which he must frankly describe as 
one of mental depression, he had now again become optimistic in 
regard to his activities here. As soon as the talk between Herr 
Eisenlohr and the President of the State had taken place he would 
take the opportunity of visiting the latter again. 

lliCKENSEN 

No. IS 
1941/434919-30 

The German Minuter in Oaech'oslovakia (Ei&enlohr) to the German 
· Foreign M ini&try 

A. III. 1. b. 8. PRAom, November 11, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 5884) 

'Vith reference to telegraphic reports Nos. 177, 180, and 182.011 

Conversation with President Bene5. 

·PoLITICAL REPoRT 

I have the honor to submit herewith a memorandum on the con
versation which I had with President Bene5 on November 9. In 
order not to make it too long I have limited myself to reproducing 
M. Bene5'~statements and have only mentioned my own part in the 
conversation to the extent that it seems necessary for understanding 
the context. I would wish to draw special attention to the first
mentioned topic among the subjects discussed which were as 
follows:-

- BeneA' attitude to Germany; 
Emigre press; 

• For reports Nos. 177 and 182, see pp. 29 and 32. Report No. 180 not printed. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 37 

Expulsion of Reich-Germans from frontier area; 
Legalization of N.S.D.A.P. organization; 
Censorship policy in regard to Reich-German newspapers and 

publications ; 
Arrests; 
Minority policy. 

Even if Benes' statements were not intended in good faith but 
rather he only wished to give the appearance of an accommodating 
attitude under the pressure of the foreign political situation, they 
would still be of practical importance inasmuch as the solution of 
each individual question of interest to us depends on his attitude. 
I consider, however, his statements to be really true, for· the simple 
reason that a politician of his experience must long since have real- · 
ized that the most important condition for the maintenance of the 
State which he helped to create must be a permanent good relation
ship to the German people outside and inside the borders of the 
Czechoslovak State. For this reason I am also inclined to assume 
that he really wishes to improve the position of the German minor
ity. From his point of view, of course, he doubtless pictures t,he 
relationship to the German Reich and the legal position of the 
German racial group within Czechoslovakia differently from us. He 
said to me once on an earlier occasion that he could not renounce 
his alliances with France and Russia, as he would otherwise be 
facing us alone and would have to become our vassal. If I under
stood him correctly, he was also indicating the necessity of using 
third parties as a prop when he used the word "assurance" this time. 
On the other hand, however, he emphasized that he would never play 
a game with third parties behind our backs if a permanent relation
ship to Germany could be achieved. There is possibly a contradic
tion here. I did not attempt to voice this doubt, nor did I ask what 
he understands by modus vivendi, which he constantly mentioned as 
his immediate aim. On the contrary, I merely listened to these 
remarks of BeneS on the temporary or final political differ:ences be
tween the German Reich and Czechoslovakia, because I am heither 
empowered to speak thereon nor do I consider the time is ripe to do 
so. Meanwhile, all I was concerned with was to obtain the Presi
dent's support for the realization of those German demands which 
had given rise to the conversation. It looks as though he wished to 
lend his assistance and thereby to demonstrate a further proof of 
his good will. The practical result, however, remains to be seen. 
If the view is correct which I have expressed above, namely, that 

Bene8 wishes to improve the position of the German minority from 
the point of view of well-understood State interests and that there-
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fore his eft'orts, even if they do not go all the way with ours, at 
least run parallel part of the way, the further question arises as to 
whether he is in a position to awaken in the Czech people the under
standing necessary to carry out his intention. This question remains 
completely open. At the present time only this mu.ch c.an be said, 
that every manifest intensification of the German pressure on Czecho
slovakia and every attitude on our part which can be construed, 
even remotely, by the perpetually watchful suspicious elements on the 
other side as a desire for aggression, will unite the Czech people in 
fear and hatred not only of us but of their own: Sudeten German 
fellow citizens as well. I could only imagine a change in the atti
tude of the Czechs toward the Sudeten Germans if, in addition to 
the silent pressure which the growing power of the Reich exercises 
on the Czechs, there could be added the confidence that we have no 
wish to touch the Czech nation and the Czechoslovak frontiers. 

[Enclosure) 

MEMORANDUM 

EISENLOHB 

A. 111.1. b. 8. PRAGUE, November 10, 1937. 
At the reception of the Heads of Missions by the President on the 

day of the State Festival (October 28) 80 I had mentioned to M. 
Bene§ that I intended going 'to Berlin for a few days and he had 
expressed the wish to see me soon after that. A few days after the 
President's retum from Seelowitz in Moravia, where he had met 
King Carol of Rumania,81 I received an invitation to breakfast with 
him on the 9th of this month. Apart from myself no one was pres
ent. During the meal, which was soon over, Benes talked about the 
State budget to be submitted to Parliament the next day. After the 
meal, when the servants had withdrawn and we had proceeded to 
the President's study, the conversation tumed to German-Czechoslo
vak relations and especially the proposals and wishes which I had 
put before Foreign Minister ~rofta on the 4th of this month. Bene8 
used the German language, which he always does with me, although 
he has only an imperfect command of it and frequently has to seek 
for the correct expression. His manner was natural, friendly, and 
thoroughly dignified. The conversation lasted a very long time, 4 
hours in all, because Bene8, as is his custom, expanded the topics, 
reverted frequently to the past and based his attitude to individual 

• The anniversary of the founding of the Republic, October 28, 1918. 
• King Carol visited Czechoslovakia with Prince Michael on November S, osten· 

slbl;y on a buntlnl vlslt, and bad political conversations wlth President BeneA. 
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questions on general principles or considerations. As on simila~ oc· 
casions in the past, the President laid special stress on representing 
his own objective and respectful attitude toward Germany, obviously 
because he knows that a deep-rooted suspicion of him exists among 
us. On this subject, his manner of speech, otherwise quite quiet, rose 
to almost solemn emphasis. . · 

Bene§ introduced this theme at the very beginning of the talk; 
during the course of the conversation he constantly reverted to it. 
He said he was striving in every case to achieve a rational and last .. 
ing relationship with Germany, a modw 'Vwendi, if one could go no 
fu:rther at present. In doing so he cherished no· ulterior motive of · 
any kind and he was playing no tactics against Germany~ He· would 
always do everything in his power to improve relations between the 
Reich and Czechoslovakia, regardless of whether his gestures were 
returned or not, even though he had frequently found, it hard _that 
his wish for an attitude of accommodation evoked no echo in Berlin, 
and this or that done by him had not been appreciated •. Between 
Prague and Berlin, he said" with strong emphasis, only one relation· 
ship was possible, "an open position". (he meant thereby a clear open 
relationship). In such a case he would never, like the Poles, engage 
in a game with others behind Germany's back, because he needed 
durable relations with us. We must understand that Czechoslovakia 
wanted "assurances" [Versioherungen]-it remained uncertain here 
whether by this word he mea'nt German promises [Zusioherungen] 
or his country's alliances with France and Russia, probably the la~ter 
-but Czechoslovakia would never allow herself to be used as an 
instrument of a policy directed against Germany or to be made to 
serve Russian, French, or British policy to such an end. He had 
always been too independent for such things. He coul<l n,ot do· 
everything he pleased in his State, but this much he could ~ay, that 
Czechoslovakia could not pursue any policy with which he was 
not .in agreement. He had been the leader of this policy for 17 
years. In the postwar years, when it had been the fashion to decry 
Germany, and everybody else, our present friends included, had in· 
dulged in terrible language against Germany, he had never ·spoken 
an unfriendly or disrespectful word about us, not out of calculating 
or cautious motives but because of his deepest convictions, for l1e 
had never lost respect for the Germans. Neither was it true that he 
was unfamiliar with the German mode of life; previous to complet· . 
ing his studies in France he had drunk from the fountains of German 
knowledge and German philosophy in Prague, for, owing to their 
centuries-old cultural fellowship, Czechs and Germans understood 
one another much better than, for instance, Czechs and French. He 



40 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

had also recognized the strength of National Socialism earlier than 
other people; after the great victory at the Reichstag elections82 he 
had in Geneva told the then Foreign Minister Curtius, who refused 
to believe him, that Herr Hitler would very soon finally come to 
power. 

In evidence.of his good will toward Germany Bene8 cited the fol· 
lowing examples:-

After the amount of reparations had been fixed at 132 milliard 
gold marks 83 by. the victorious Powers, the German Government, 
through their then Minister Saenger, put five questions to him. They 
asked him what he thought would happen if Germany refused to 
sign a commitment which she would never be able to meet, and what 
would presumably be the attitude of the United States and the 
neutrals. He thEm replied that he was convinced that a German 
refusal to undertake the impossible obligations would lead to a re· 
newal of hostilities, and that neither the United States nor the neu· 
trals would lift a finger against that course. He therefore advised 
signature and further negotiations immediately afterward. But a 
few days later, and without being ·asked to do so by the Gertnan 
Government, he had come to the decision on his own account to get 
Czechoslovakia to renounce her right under the peace treaties to 

' seize German property and German rights. Had he not so acted, 
added Bene8, we should not be in a position today to complain about 
expropriation of German property and expulsion of German workers 
from the frontier areas, for then there would no longer be either 
German property or German workers. . 

As a proof of his good will he had removed Colonel Hajek64 from 
the General Staff despite opposition from the Army, although he 
was unconvinced of Hajek's guilt in the particular case (Weigel),611 

even jf the colonel had behaved incorrectly otherwise. He had done 
this because he had promised me to' do so. 

Last spring when he heard of the emigres' assassination plans he 
immediately arranged for the Czechoslovak police to collaborate with 
the German police, and believed he had thereby given a proof that 
he. had entered into no engagement whatever with Communism but 
had rejected it in the most decisive manner. 

In addition to this he had on his own initiative caused the emigres 
to be removed from the frontier areas and concentrated in small 

• Presumably those of September 1930. 
• By the Reparations Commission at Paris in 1921 . 
.. Czechoslovak Military Attache in Belgrade in the early thirties; dismissed 

from the Czechoslovak General Staff in 1937. 
• See footnote 57, p. 35. 
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localities within the interior, because the case of Hirsch,68 who was 
convicted in Germany, had taught him that groups of terrorist con
spirators might be formed among the emigre&. The transplanting 
of the emigre8 had been carried out with the utmost rigor. He had 
not allowed individual consideration to be shown in single cas6!3, 
with regard to possibilities of livelihood, . until the uncontrollable 
mass had been removed from the frontier areas. 

All this had not been appreciated in Berlin. From time to time 
he had even got the impression that Germany did not really desire 
an improvement in relationS) for every time things had calmed down 
a fresh disturbance had arisen. He admitted that from Czechoslo
vakia, too, there had repeated1y been cause for such diSturbances, 
but over the frontier they had made mountains out of molehills. 
Whenever he wanted to find out what was the real attitude of an
other country toward his own he always tried to imagine himself 
in the other's position and see its point of view. The conviction 
that Germany was really interested in achieving "rational relations" 
with Czechoslovakia enabled him to overcome those transient im
pressions and to continue to believe in the possibility of an improve
ment in our mutual relations. Feeling in Czechoslovakia was not 
aroused, as I had thought; there was in principle no hostile attitude 
among the people and none at all in himself. But opinion had 
"stiffened," and one was now prepared for anything. The Right was 
not inimical to us, as I must know. He himself did not find it neces
sary to have any regard to parties when conducting his foreign 
policy. If a modu8 vivendi could be achieved with us it might put the 
Left "in such a position that it would have to behave .itself." In 
this· connection Bene.S quoted, as an example of his influence on the 
Left parties, the fact that his Government had not been successful 
a fortnight ago in calming the Left parties' newspapers in a question 
of foreign and domestic policy (he obviously meant the German 
press campaign on the occasion of the Teplitz incident and the inci
dent itself). Thereupon he sllDliiioned twenty-five journalists and 
dealt with the matter himself by pointing out what expediency 
demanded from the point of view of foreign policy. 

M. Bene.S expressed himself as follows as regards the program I 
had developed to Foreign Minister Krofta, with which Bene.S was 
fully acquainted. He agreed in principle. In cases where that 
would not be possible, I was to learn the reasons. 

"A Reich-German fugitive In Czechoslovakia, kidnaped and taken back to Ger· 
many by the Germans and sentenced there. 
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1) Emigre pres8. 
_ Up to the present he had been obliged by domestic political con

ditions to tolerate this press so far as it was legal, but he fully 
agreed with me that the matter must now be cleared up. He knew 
what emigre8 could and could not do, for he himself had been an 
emigre, albeit of another kind. He gave me his word of honor that 
since 1933 he had never had contact with these people, had con
ducted no discussion and had never spoken about Germany or against 
Germany with them. His foreign policy had never conducted a 
campaign against our regime. 

I handed M. Bene8 a list ( cf. enclosure) 87 which not only specifies 
the emigre newspapers appearing in Czechoslovakia, but also those 
published elsewhere and sold here, as well as the emigre correspond
ence, including the mechanically reproduced reports on Germany of 
the Sopade88 and the Graphia publishing firm.89 In doing so I espe
cial1y pointed out the dangerous nature of this publishing house and 
of the Sopade reports. Benes kept the list to examine it. He said, 
what is certainly true, that it would be difficult to find ways and 

. means of getting at these undertakings and that it would take time. 
In addition it must not look as though he were intervening under 
German pressure. But he would make no difficulties in principle 
and would get to work at once. 
2) EwpUlsion of Reich-German~ from frontier area~ under the 

Nationrit Defeme Law,10 'etc. 
He had instructed Machnik, the Minister of Defense, to hand him 

the list of all cases of expulsion. He would proceed in accordance 
with the following principles: 
· (a) No superft.uous measures, but only those indispensable for rea-

sons of national defense. . -
(b) No mass ejections; every case to be examined individual1y. 
(c) In those cases in which expulsion could not be avoided, con

siderate treatment in the form of procedure, grant of adequate periods 
of grace, decent treatment. 
A commission had been formed to decide on all cases of expulsion 
_and expropriation. This commission consisted of one representative 
each of the Prime Minister's Office, the Ministry of Defense and the 
Foreign Ministry. The outcome of the consultations had been that 
the second and third members insisted on their mutually conflicting 
views, and the representative of the Prime Minister's Office did not 

• Enclosure not printed. 
• Abbreviation of · Bozialdemokratische Partei Deut&chslands, a group of 

dmigr~ Socialists In Prague who produced lllegal reports in C:r.echoslovakla tor 
smuggling Into Germany. 

• A Czechoslovak trade-union printing house In Prague. 
• Spe footnote 18, p. 12. 
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·know with which of the two to agree. He himself would now have 
to lay down the standards. · 

3) Authorization of Party organizatiom. 
There were difficulties here; this was not, however, his last word 

and in any case he was in agreement that a compromise solution 'must 
be found. The difficulties lay in the fact that every time a foreign 
Government put forward a unilateral demand he had to raise the 
questions of reciprocity, and what Czechoslovakia should do if third 
states came along with similar wishes. Both objections seemed to 
me to be somewhat pointless. In regard to the first I answered M. 
Benes that he should ask his Minister Mastny to report how matters 
stood as regards the freedom of movement and of association of 
Czechoslovak nationals in Germany; he would then be convinced 
that reciprocity, so far as it could be spoken of at all in this case,· 
was fully accorded. The second objection I took for the time .being 
all the less seriously, as the statement in the Oeske Slovo'l.1 .about our 
application, regarding which I have reported, was obviously released 
by the Government as a ballon d'essai in order to ascertain whether 
strong domestic political reactions are to be feared. Since then, how
ever, the press had been silent on the subject. Perhaps Benes also 
intends to wait and see whether · Moscow will exert any counter-
pressure here. · 

4) Fundamental change of the censorship policy in regard to 
German printed matter. . 

Regarding this point in my program Benes stated that no diffi
culties would be made in respect of National Socialist theory, racial 
doctrine, and the "ideology of the regime" generally, and that he 
must only make reservations in the case of publications touching on 
irredentism, frontier revision, and similar things. However, even in · 
this last respect a liberal practice might prevail if a modus 11i'Ve1uli 
with us could be achieved. · 

I availed myself of the opportunity of this conversation to say to 
M. Benes that all efforts to arrive at a detente in the atmosphere 
must be in vain if the a.nest psychosis, against which I had fought 
so long, were to gain ground afresh. Since the middle of the month 
of September cases of arrest had again occurred which we considered 
totally unwarranted. I had already made urgent representations to 
his Foreign Ministry, but I also asked for his intervention so that the 
persons arrested should be released at the earliest moment and that 
this injustice should cease. Benes made a note of the foregoing and 
promised to help. 

"The organ of the Czechoslovak National Socialist (BeneA') Party. 
?9?66.._.9-vol. n-e • 
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The minority question was also mentioned. BeneS broached it 
himself by referring to his speech before the Heads of Missions on 
the 28th of last month. I replied that I was aware from previous 
conversations with him of his efforts to ensure that each nationality's 
share in the State budget should be collSidered proportionately ac
cording to the ratio of the number of persons, and that a gradually 
corresponding participation should be realized in regard. to all State 
appointments also. Doubtless this was important but was not the 
chief thing. It was far more essential that the attempts at Czechiza
tion of the State organizations should not only cease, but also that 
a stop should be put to the senseless drive for expansion of the Czech 
population toward the Sudeten German area, supported and carried 
out by influential associations and individuals. I was fully aware 
that this was extremely difficult. But so long as the. Sudeten Ger
mans felt themselves threatened on their own native terdtory and 
in their racial culture, a peaceful evolution, as envisaged by him, was 
not to be thought of. BeneS admitted this; he was only of opinion 
that the Sudeten Germans did not know their own country, inasmuch 
as they did not notice that after a period. of depression they were 
now stronger and about to mount upward again. Finally, I men
tioned my fear that a fresh and perhaps sanguinary incident with 
the police might let loose disastrous effects. I had heard of very 
serious statements made by a certain police commandant in the 
Sudeten German territory. He could not, of course, change the whole 
police force all at once; it would, however, suffice if he saw that the 
agitators among the police officers were removild to the interior of 
the country. BeneS received this request in a very friendly manner 
and was of opinion that it coincided exactly with his view that the 
State authorities should not merely face the population as unwelcome 
tax collectors and incumbents of police power but should also en
deavor to gain their confidence. I said on my part that I had invited 
Konrad Henlein to meet me on one of the next few days, and in
tended to indicate to him that he should especially recommend his 
adherents to avoid incidents. In reply to my question whether and 
to what extent a direct contact could be made between the President 
and the Sudeten German Party if the occasion arose, BeneS stated 
he was prepared at any time to receive the delegates of the Sudeten 
German Party. On the other hand he- could only receive Konrad 
H~lein, whom he did not know personally, if the Prime Minister 
recommended him to do so. 

EIBENLOHR 
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No.l9 
19~1/43500...07 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eiserllohr) to the Head of 
the Political Department in the German Foreign Ministry 
(W eizsiicker) 

PRAGUE, November 12, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 41) 

DEAR WEIZSAOltER: From what I brought back from Berlin-you 
yourself know whether it was much or little-! have with the aid 
of a few accessories drawn up the program for a lessening of the 
tension which you know from my reports. It was high time, for 
the unrest here goes much deeper than M. Bene8 is willing to admit 
to me. If we- succeed in carrying out this program, and for the 
moment it looks as if we shall, we have 3 months of calm which 
will have a beneficial effect here and elsewhere, we gain various 
points of importance to us without giving anything in return, and, 
above all, we have synchronized our foreign policy with our press 
policy, as far as Czechoslovakia is concerned. Actually, disturbances 
are only to be apprehended from possible Sudeten German incidents 
and from the continuing efforts of the Sudeten German Press Center 
to use our newspapers as mouthpieces for their excitement ( cf. the 
Rutha episode).72 I hope that we shall preserve an unshakeable 
calm there. 

The question, however, which is already engaging my attention 
is what the position will be after the 3 months have expired. If, 
for instance, a vacuum should ensue, I fear that calm would not 
last long and that then tliere might again be a schism between foreign 
policy and press policy. On the other hand, it would be mere pru
dence not to embark prematurely on political discussions with Czech-_. 
oslovakia which do appear to be the aim of M. Benes' ardent en
deavors, as you will have gathered from my report on the last 
conversation with the State President. I should, therefore, like to 
submit the following suggestions for your consideration: 

(a) Foreign Ministry might keep close contact with PromiTa and 
pay heed to the proverb, "As is the cry; so is the echo" ["Wie es in 
den W ald schallt, schallt es heraus"] a fulfillment of the condition, • 
nnmely, that the emigre press here should be reduced to impotence 
within a reasonable space of time (there is no question of this before 
December 1; but it is important to make a serious beginning soon). 

(b) Foreign Ministry might advise the FUhrer to receive M. 
Mastny now, who has for a long time been making vain efforts in 

n See footnote 32, p. 20. 
"Tbe German abbreviation for tbe Reich Propaganda Ministry. 
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that direction-and recognize in a few friendly words that M. Bene8 
is making some eifort to show good will. Such a reception would 
be interpreted here as a gesture and would, moreover, have a very 
favorable effect on the speedy fulfillment of our demands.14 

(c) In addition to the change in the censorship policy here con
templated for the month of January, negotiations might be set on 
foot for a so-called cultural agreement. 

(d). From March onward there might begin a fuller exchange of 
visitors from both countries (athletes, businessmen, professors). 

(e) Later, perhaps in agreement with Konrad Henlein, we might 
consider giving M. BeneS a kind of trial period, to see what he 
achieves in the minority question. 

We must, of course, be clear that the Czechs will use any breathing 
space to complete their fortification system; but this they will do in 
any case, particularly as they seem to be getting their finances in 
order. 

I woJJ.ld ask that my report on the conversation with BeneS may 
be transmitted to Reich Minister Goebbels, as I had arranged with 
him. Further, I should be grateful if the report, notwithstanding 
the size of the memorandum attached to it, might be submitted to 
the Fiihrer. 

Hearty greeti.Dgs and Heil Hitler! 
Yours, EISENLOHR 

No.20 
liKl/{3!93~5 

The German Ambassador in Italy (H(UseU) to the German Foreign 
Ministry 

4879/37 RoME, November 16, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 6005) 

S~bject: Political situation in the Danube Basin. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

Today I informed Ciano in confidence in the sense of the instruc
tion of 27 ultimo (Pol. IV 5436)15 and asked him to pass the infor
mation to the Head of the Government. At the same time, I discussed 
with him the contents of the instruction of the 5th instant (Pol. IV 
5623).'8 Ciano said that, as far as Austrian policy was concerned, 
he could hardly imagine a closer union, such as Schuschnigg appar
ently -envisaged, between that country and the other Succession 

"Marginal note by Weizslick:er: "This can only be considered when there is 
more proof than we have today of this frequently affi.rmed good will of M. 
Benei." 

• Not printed. 
• Document No. 10, p. 27. 
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States. Moreover, he would suspect Herr SchmidtTT even more than 
Schuschnigg of pursuing such a policy. Mussolini, for his part, had 
left Schuschnigg in no doubt that he would unconditionally repudi
ate any Austrian policy which aimed at dependence of this country, 
which lay on the Berlin-Rome Axis, on any democratic power or 
on a state with the foreign political tendencies of Czechoslovakia. 
In the end it was the affair of the Austrians to decide their own fate; 
if, however, they could only maintain their independence by support
ing themselves on an alliance with states of . the above-mentioned 
type, then this independence was worth nothing. Neither did he be
lieve that Austria could carry out a policy such as that mentioned, 
for the reason that the Little Entente was no longer an· effective fac
tor. Rumania was in rather a bad state. From the Czechoslovak 
point of view, Yugoslavia could today be regarded as completely un
reliable. If Stoyadinovich 78 had explained to him that Yugoslavia 
never could or would fight in favor of a Czechoslovakia attacked by 
Germany, he thought this could be believed. In face of this I tried 
to depict to Ciano the· psychology of the men in power in Austria, 
and to show him that anything might be ~xpected of such men who. 
lived in fear of their very existence, so that it would be well to be on 
one's guard (see my report of the 5th instant-4696/37).'19 

As for France's alleged assurances to Czechoslovakia in the event 
of a revolt of the Sudeten Germans, Ciano doubted whether France 
had really committed herself in this respect; in any case, he did not 
believe that in such a case France would still be capable of taking 
the decision to undertake a war with Germany for this question 
which did not directly concern France. 

HASSELL 

No.21 
1941/434931-32 

The German Charge d'Affaires in France (Forster) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A4094 PARis, November 16, 1937. 
, (Pol. IV 5942) 

Referring to the instructions of the 5th instant (Pol. IV 5623).80 
Regarding Franco-Czech relations. ... 

According to information which has reached me I have no doubt 
that the Hungarian Minister in Prague, M. Wettstein, has correctly 

"The Austrian Foreign Minister. 
"The Yugoslav Prime Minister. 
"Not printed. 
• Document No. 10, p. 27. 
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represented to our Legation there the ideas prevailing in influential 
Czech circles. A.ISo, his communications regarding the French assur
ances given to Czechoslovakia. correspond with what I have heard 
here. . 

According to this the position is as follows: during his stay in 
Prague on the occasion of the funeral ceremonies for President 
Masaryk,81 M. Blum was asked whether France would rt>gard an 
indirect or direct attack by Germany against Czechoslovakia as a 
CD.8U8 foederis. Blum answered this in the affirmative as his per
~nal conviction, and in so doing he expressly included the case 
of an armed insurrection on the part of Henlein, but at the same 
time he stated that he naturally could not bind the French Govern
ment. The Czech Government should bring the question up officially 
for discussion in Paris. 

This M. Krofta has done on the occasion of his recent visit in 
Paris.82 M. Delbos has confirmed M. Blum's answer. 

Following upon this the rumor circulated among the initiated that 
the 'French Foreign Minister would on the first opportunity make 
a sharp, sensational pronouncement in public on Franco-Czech rela
tions. In fact at the end of October at the Radical Socialist Congress 
at Lille, M. Delbos dealt with the problem, as already reported, in 

, the following manner: "La. France ainsi Iiee sous des modalites 
diverses a un certain nombre de pays, entend donner l'exemple de la 
loyaute )a plus scrupuleuse. En toutes circonstances, quelle que soit 
]a forme de l'agression, si l'agression est certaine, elle tiendra ses 
engagements envers eux. Elle les a tenus aussi, elle les tiendra avec 
tous dans le domaine des accords Iimites dont je parlais tout a 
l'heure, comme elle Ies tiendra envers la Soeiete des Nations." The 
formulation was thus not so sensational as had been forecast. M. 
Delbos did not mention Czechoslovakia by name, although there 
could be no doubt that it was principally her that he had in mind. 
Nor did he state unequivocally what must be the nature of the attack 
to bring into operation the obligations entailed upon France by her 
alliances. ·The statement speaks on the one hand of every form of 
attack, on the other it asserts that the attack must be clear. I was, 
however, further assured that the precise wording originated with 
M. Bene8 himself. 

Afterward the French journalists are said to have been instructed 
by the1>ress department of the Quai d'Orsay not to treat the state
ment in a way likely to attract attention. In fact, as far as I can see, 
it was not commented upon by the press, the semiofficial organ ?f 

• On September 2L 
• See footnote 26, p. 18. 
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.the Foreign Ministry, the Petit Parisien, not even reproducing its 
text. On the other hand, according to the account in· the French 
press, M. Krofta referred to it expressly in his last speech. Whether 
considerations of foreign or internal politics were decisive for this 
treatment in the French press I should prefer to leave unanswered. 

Fons~ 

No.22 
1941/434933 

The German Ambassador in Italy (Hrusell) to the German Foreign 
Ministry 

4936/37 RoME, November 19, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 6004) 

Referring to the instruction of the 5th instant, (Pol. IV 5623).88 

Regarding alleged promise of military aid by France to Czechoslo
vakia. 

The statements of Count Ciano (report of the 16th instant-
4879/37)8' are supplemented by the communication of an agent, ac
cording to which a report has been received by the Palazzo Chigi 85 

to the effect that Hodza has received formal confirmation that, in the 
event of a crossing of the frontier into Czechoslovak territory by SS 
or SA formations, France will intervene against Germany by force 
of arms; on the other hand, the French Government expressed itself 
in considerably less definite terms for the case of an insurrection of 
the Sudeten Germans. 

HAssELL 

No.23 
1941/434970-96 

The Leader of the Sudeten German Party (Henlein) to the German 
· Foreign I1/ inister 

BERLIN, November19, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 6717) 

YOUR ExCELLENCY: I submit to you the carbon copy of a report 
for the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor which I have delivered to State 
Secretary Dr. Lammers,86 to be transmitted personally to .the Fi.ihre~. 

I felt myself obliged to have a comprehensive survey prepared of 
a number of political questions in Czechoslovakia which have become 

• Document No. 10, p. 27. 
"Document No. 20, p. 46. 
• The Italian Foreign Ministry. 
• Chlet of the Reich Chancellery. 



50 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

vital, and to submit it to the supreme authority of the Reich. I 
would also ask Your Excellency to receive this report and to support 
me in my efforts to secure a discussion involving the whole question 
of principle. 87 

Heil Hitler 1 
Your obedient servant KoNRAD liENLEIN 

[Enclosure] 

Report for the Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor Dealing With Questiom 
of lm1Mdiate Interest to Germ,an Policy in the Oaechoslovak 
Republic 

SECRET 

I 

The notoriou& incidents in Teplita-SclWnau,88 where deputies of the 
Sudeten German Party were insulted and taken into custody by the 
Czechoslovak police, the measures which were then adopted by the 
Czech Government against the Sudeten Germans, the sharp protest 
which was raised by the Sudeten German Party against the Teplitz
Schonau incidents and against these measures, the treatment of the 
Teplitz-Schonau incidents on the radio and in the press of the Reich, 
and the echo of the events throughout world opinion are grounds 
for depicting the Sudeten German gueation as it now stand&. 

In order to be able to make the incidents in Teplitz-Schonau in
telligible, both as symptoms and in their immediate significance, it 
is necessary to describe (1) that process of evolution on the Oaech 
aide which, in response to the anti-German disposition and policy of 
Czechoslovakia, aims at the political emasculation and material de
struction of the Sudeten German element, and (2) that process of 
twolutio-n. on the Sudeten Germ,an aide which culminates in a general 
realization that an understanding between Germans and Czechs in 
Czechoslovakia is practically impossible and that a settlement of the 
Sudeten German question is only conceivable on a German basis. 

The conception prevalent in Oaechoslovakia, anti-Germ,an in theory 
and in practice, and the essentially anti-Germ,an attitude of the 
Oaechoslovak people are conditioned-

!) by the prewar development of the Czech people and its inhibit
ing lrlfect upon their political education; 

• Marginal note In Neurath's handwriting: "is taking place in any case." 
Another marginal note: "Visit ot K Heolein to the RM will have to await 

event&. W[zrzslc:uar• 
• See footnote 31, p. 20. 
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2) by the anti-German activities of their leaders, Masaryk and 
Bene8, during the war; 

3) by assigning to Czechoslovakia within the framework of the 
Treaty of Versailles and St. Germain the role of stronghold and 
base of operations for the Western :Powers in the very heart of the 
German Lebensraum; · 

4) by concluding the Soviet Pact; 
5) by allying themselves with those powers and elements which 

are above the State and which are opposed to the Reich and National 
Socialism-political Catholicism and the Vatican, Jewry and Free
masonry, Bolshevism and Refugee Emigration. 

By the pitiless struggle of the Sudeten German Party for the 
rights of Sudeten Germans, by their battle against these lies of the 
Czech National State, by their planned propaganda at home and 
abroad, and in that connection particularly by disseminating infor
mation about the lying memoirs of Bene8, the anti-German character 
and policy of Czechoslovakia and her true nature as a French vassal 
state are established before the whole world. 

The incidents of Teplitz-Schonau and the reaction to them in the 
Czech camp have eiJJhibited with especial elariiy this Czech internal 
policy, the final aims of which bear the following character: 

1) To enable it to fulfill its mission, and in view of the fact that 
the Czech people only constitute a bare majority of the population 
in the State, the Czech Government must try either to "Czechoslo
vakize" [ vertschechoslowakisieren] on the Swiss model the so-called 
"minorities," above all the German racial group, or to root them out 
altogether. If, prior to the assumption of power by the FUhrer, both 
paths have been trodden by the Czechs, since that date Czech in
ternal policy has been unequivocally and systematically directed 
toward the denationalization and annihilation of the Sudeten 
Germans. 

2) The demand of the Czech Fighting Unions, "advancement of 
Czech People's frontier to the limits of the State frontier" is fully 
approved and adopted by the Czech Government and legalized in its 
realization by a series of laws. For example by the LeiJJ Uhlir,89 the 
supplement to §6 of the Law for the Protection of the Republic 
(Military Treason), the "Machnik Decree,"90 the "National Defense 

• This law, named after a Czech Deputy who proposed it, was passed in 1935 
and came Into force in 1936: it compelled all children to attend school unless a 
specific .exception was made, and Its execution caused dissatisfaction owing to a 
decision empowering the l\linistry of Education to appoint suitable candhiates 
as teachers In minority districts without regard to their race or ability to speak 
the language. 

11 By this Decree .of the Minister of Defense (Dr. Machnik) in 1936 the Govern
ment had taken powers to limit the number of Sudeten German employees In 
firms applying for Government contracts. A Sudeten German petition against 
this Decree was submitted to the League of Nations Minority Committee in. 
January 1937. The matter was deferred to the League Council meeting ln May 
1937, when it was decided to reject the petition since the Czechoslovak Govern
ment had satisfied the Council that the Decree "had not been enforced." · 
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Law," the "Law for Premilitary Education" and the "Universities 
Law." 

3) Since the establishment of Czechoslovakia, and above all in 
recent times, the Czech regime has aimed by all methods at sys
tematically destroying the economic and aocial foundation of the 
ea:iatence of the Sudeten GermanB. For example, by failure to redeem 
the war loan, by the land reform which has brought nearly 600,000 
hectares of German land into Czech hands, by the policy regarding 
officials, which means the loss of more than 40,000 opportunities of 
livelihood for the Sudeten Germans, the fiscal policy, the State 
policy of investment and commissions, the policy of export, the 
destruction or removal of industries on strategical grounds, etc. 

4) The wltural and school policy of Czechoslovakia in granting 
or promising material or ideal advantages, and the brutal ex
ploitation of professional or economic depjmdence, forces 16,000 
German children into Czech schools. The educational schemes and 
books, conceived exclusively by Jewish, Marxist, and Christian So
cialist school inspectors, misrepresent the German race and Ger
many's past and present, systematically incite the pupils against 
the German mother-race, its Reich and its }~iihrer, and aim at bring
ing up the German youth to be men without character and roots. 
These efforts are supported by a policy directed toward the same 
end of using State intiuence and subventions for cultural establish
ments, the theater, the cinema, libraries and the book trade, the radio, 
etc. To this category also. belongs the monstrous practice of pro
hibition directed against genuinely German literature, art, and music, 
and the systematic endeavor to stifle or falsify the essentially Ger
man expressions of life of the Sudeten Germans, above all, of its 
youth. The aiding and abetting by the refugee emigrants, political 
Catholicism, and Marxism may he mentioned in the same connection. 

5) Today there is hardly any longer a single Sudeten German 
family in which some member has not been prosecuted on account 
of some political offense, subjected to criminal investigation, or actu
ally been imprisoned. Ozech justice has become entirely an inBtru
ment of the anti-German annihilation policy of the regime and 
obeys the requirements of the Czech Government and the Czech 
General Staff. The sentences pronounced against citizens of the 
German Reich also afford proof of the completeness with which the 
administration of justice has become political. To legalize the mis
use of justice for political ends and to simplify this practice a sup
plement has been added to §6 of the Law for the Protection of the 
Republic, thus giving the dictators the opportunity to deal with any 
Sudeten German, while excluding all possibility of control; this 
method is above all employed to the fullest extent against the ad
ministrative machinery of the Sudeten German Party •. 

6) Whereas at the time of the foundation of Czechoslovakia a 
compacf area of German settlement existed in Bohemia, Moravia 

. and Silesia, since 1918 thia region ha8 been aystematically infiltratd 
by memhera of the Ozech race, with the result that today m every 
Sudeten German town and commune a Czech racial cell and nucleus 
is to he found. This has to provide a supplementary foundation for 
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that fiction of a "mixed frontier region with a Germanized popula
tion" which1 on the basis of the mendacious memoranda of Benes, 
formed the basis for the treaty structure of St. Germain. 

The system of Czech penetration policy is as follows: In all 
offices of the State and offices subject to State influence, administra
tions, institutions, and enterprises in Sudeten German territory
administration, justice, inland revenue, post, railways, gendarmerie, 
police, customs guards, administration of State forests and. proper
ties, tobacco monopoly, etc.-Czechs with the largest possible families · 
were and are being installed. Through the agency of the land re
form measures whole Czech villages have been established on terri
tory settled by Sudeten Germans. This Czech element, supported by 
Czech garrisons, attracts in its wake Czech laborers and traders. 
Elementary, secondary, and technical schools must be built for their 
children, the teachers and professors of which are the instructors 
and leaders in the Czech ~c.quisitive associations and constitute in the 
local Vybors (Cz~ch national c?mbat c~mmittees) those para-gove~
ments LNebenregwrungen] whiCh dommate the'local State authori
ties, receive their instructions from the Prague central authorities 
and receive full cover and encouragement from them in their anti
German tendencies and activities. 

7) After the Fuhrer's seizure of power the police administration 
in aU Sudeten German towns was taken over by the State, the per
sonnel strengthened and the gendarmerie posts increased throughout 
the whole Sudeten German territory. Great numbers of secret agents 
with a perfect mastery of the German language were associated with 
the political administrative officials. Stores of arms were established 
in all local command posts. The Czech element in Sudeten German 
territory is organized, either in Sokols,93 in the National Guard, in 
Workers' Gymnastic and Sport Associations or in other Czech Chau-' 
vinistic or Marxist defense formations, which are. all trained on a 
uniform military basis and cooperate closely with the gendarmerie 
and police. When there is any question of attacking the Sudeten 
German Party the Communist defense organizations and the German 
Social Democratic Red Defense Force [Rote Wehr] make common 
cause with them. It is significant for the situation that on the Sun
day of the Teplitz incidents the Czech defense formations were 
mobilized in Aussig, and stood ready equipped with arms in military 
formation. ' 

This system implies an unheard-of possibility of controi directed 
against any and every Sudeten German expression of. life. It .per
meates all political, economic, and social relations of the Sudeten 
Germans, reaching to the heart of family life, and is intended to 
break down the last German will to resistance. This system of :the 
Prague dictatorship produces in the Sudeten German a psychological 
situation of dangerous import. 

8) The National Defense Law,ot dating from the year 1936, gives 
the Government legal covering in its annihilation policy directed 

11 Youth organizations, mainly of an athletic character, of sttong nationalist 
sentiments. 

" See footnote 18, p. 12. 
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againSt the Sudeten Germans and in its building up of a Czech 
National State as a firmly established base of operations against the 
Reich.. It practieally abolishes the constitution of the State, and in 
the final issue transfers all power to the "Supreme Council for the 
Defense of the State," thereby placing it in the hands of its Presi
dent, BeneS. By the creation of a so-called "Frontier Zom," which is 
practically co-extensive with the Sudeten German region, an area is 
created on the territory of the State 1tnder the permanent sway of 
exceptional legislation. In addition, the National Defense Law cre
ates the category of "politicalllJ 'Unreliable persom," whereby the 
assessment of political unreliability is left to the unfettered judgment 
of political officials. This provides a further opportunity for the 
political and economic liquidation of any Sudeten German. · 

The construction of the so-called National Defense Works, begin
ning with simple barbed-wire obstacles and systems of concrete em
placements and extendin~ to a chain of heavily fortified positions, is 
m the first place a specific burden laid upon the Sudeten German 
frontier. region. In carrying out these fortification works, land and 
property are ruthlessly exl?ropriated or, alternatively, transferred to 
German communes and pnvate proprietors to finance the prescribed 
undertakings out of their own resources. Latterly, however, forti
fication works and concrete machine-gun and artillery emplacements 
have also been erected against the "enemy within," against German 
towns and villages ! 

Teplitz-Schonau was neither an isolated action planned by the 
Czech police, nor one originating with the Sudeten German Party. 
It was rather r,ne oflhose incidents which occur more or less openly 
every day and everywhere in ·the territory inhabited by Sudeten 
Germans as a product of that internal and external situation already 
characterized of a system existing in Czechoslovakia. Only, in Tep
litz-Schonau, in place of simple members of the movement, pu .. y 
leaders and deputies were struck at. Yet further, Teplitz-Schonau 
derived its significance from the fact that the occurrences were 
known in their importance as symptoms and because they found an 
echo throughout the whole German world, a fact registered with 
gratitude by every single Sudeten German. 

We avail ourselves of the opportunity of the Teplitz-Schonau in
cidents to record the fact that today the broad masses of the Sudeten 
Germans themselves no longer believe in a compromise with the 
Czech people within the Czech State. This fact is a political reality 
no less than the will for destruction on the Czech side. The follow
ing f!Uerances of recent date are significant for the development of 
events: 

The chairman of the second largest Czech party, the Czech Social 
Democratic Deputy Ham pel, stated that "the fate neither of the 
Czechs nor of the Sudeten Germans will be decided within the 
Czechoslovak State." 
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St. Germain, nor a "racial group" [Volksgruppe] in the sense, for 
instance, of the German racial group in Hungary or Rumania. 

(a) The Sudeten Germans constitute in Ozecho8lovakia, which 
comprises six races, a quarter of the whole population, and 
among these races they hold the first place on the score of cul
tural, economic, and political achievements and capacities. 

(b) The Sudeten Germans are established in Bohemia, Mo
ravia, and Silesia, broadly depending upon the mother people 
in the Reich and in immediate relationship with it. 

(c) The Sudeten Germans are today imbued with National 
Socialist principles and organized in a comprehensive, unitary, 
National Socialist Party, based on the Fi.ihrer concept. 

(d) The Sudeten Germans are conscious of their particular 
political duty toward the anti-German mission and the policy 
of Czechoslovakia as ordained by the West. and the Bolshevist 
East, and are resolved to be a factor in the National Socialist 
policy of the Reich. 

. 2) The policy hitherto pursued by the Sudeten German Party 
has made the following contribution to the new order of Europe in 
the spirit of NationoJ Sociali8m and of the policy of the Reich: . 

(a) The Sudeten German Party, which today numbers more 
than 600,000 organized members, and which at the elections of 
.May 19, 1935, was able to unite within its ranks actually more 
than 70 percent of the Sudeten German voters, and is thus the 
legitimate spokesman of the Sudeten Germans, has become in 
its struggles the unequivocal proof of the injustice of the Ver-
sailles 'l'reaty structure. · 

(b) By the mere fact of coming forward as the strongest 
party in Czechoslovakia, and at the same time as a party of 
opposition to the system of government and by its planned 
propaganda within the countr;r and abroad, the Sudeten German 
Party has destroyed t1e fiction of the Czech National State; 
by its evolution it has refuted the claim of the Czech State to 
be politically consolidated on national, social, and economic 
foundations and has materially weakened the political and mili
tary value of Czechoslovakia as an ally. 

(c) .As opposed to the attitude of the Sudeten German splinter 
parties, the Sudeten German Party has enlisted the strength 
of the Sudeten Germans against the anti-German foreign policy 
of Czechoslovakia. It has combated the one-sided pOlicy of 
alliance alike with France and with Russia, and so deprived the 
Prague Government of the opportunity created by the Activist 
Movement of 1926 95 of playing off the Sudeten Germans against 
th_e policy of the Reich. 

• Prior to 1926 the Czech parties bad been· united in one coalition, and the 
remaining parties of other nationalties were ranged against them in opposition: 
the cleavage after 192tJ changed and develolJed along mainly political lines, and 
parties of different nationalities (e.g., Czech and German Agrarians or Socialists) 
went Into the lobby side by side. This change was shown in the composition of 
Svehla's Cabinet of October 1926, which contained for the first time two German 
Ministers. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 193i-1938 57 

(d) Above all the Sudeten German Party has, by means of its 
struggles within the State and by its propaganda, drawn the 
attention of the interested States to Czechoslovakia as a State 
tainted with Bolshevism and as providing a basis for Bolshevist 
operations in Central Europe. On the other hand, however, 
it has been at pains to keep in check among the Sudet.en Ger
mans, and so in a region on the margin of the German world, 
the Bolshevist fungoid growth in its possibilities of development. 
Today the Sudeten German Party represents the third greatest 
anti-Bolshevist fighting party in Europe. 

(e) The Sudeten German Party has by- its work of political 
education and organization exorcised the danger of any "Czeeh
oslovakizing" of the Sudeten Germans, that is of treating them 
in accordance with the Swiss model [Verschweizerungj, and 
has imbued the racial group and their sphere of life with Na
tional Socialist principles. 

In t.he face of "democratic" world opinion the Sudeten Ger· 
man Party has given proof that the National Socialist order 
of leadership and following corresponds with the law of the 
inner life of the German people, for not only has it been called 
into existence· among the Sudeten Germans b:y their own free 
will, but in the face of .pressure by the Czech State. 

3) The Sudeten German Party must camouflage its profession of 
National Socialism as an ideology of life and as a· political prin
ciple. As a party in the democratic parliamentary system of Czecho
slovakia, it must, outwardly, alike in writin~ and by word of mouth, 
in its manifestoes and in the press, in Parliament, in its own struc
ture, and in the organization of the Sudeten German element, 
employ democratic terminology and democratic parliamentary meth
ods. In consequence, it may appear to uninitiated German circles of 
the Reich to be disunited and unreliable. This disunion, however, 
cannot be avoided so long as there still exists the necessity of a legal 
party, and the existence of such a party in Czechoslovakia presup
poses the profession of democratic principles. 

The apparent lack of unity of the Sudeten German Party is 
intensified by the circumstance that at heart it desires nothing 
more ardently than the incorporation of Sudeten German territory, 
nay of the whole Bohemian, Moravian, and Silesian area, within the 
Reich, but that outwardly it must stand for the preservation of 
Czechoslovakia and for the integrity of its frontiers, and must try 
to display some apparently genuine aim in the sphere of internal 
politics to justify its political struggle. 

Although the leaders of the Sudeten German Part:y were from 
the outset clear, as a result of their profound political experience, 
that an understanding between Germans and Czechs in Czechoslo
vakia is not possible, it was necessary at the first great political 
demonstration of the Party at Bohmisch-Leipa in 1934ee to put for-

" The first big public meeting at Bohmlsch-Leipa ( Oeska Lipa) in October 1934, 
of the new party-the Budetendeutsche Heimattront (B.H.F.)-whlch Benleln 
founded at the end of 1933 and which became the Sudeten German Party In 1935. 
The meeting, attended by 20,000 persons, was the first such Sudeten German 
demonstration, and was addressed by Henlein with his first statement of party 
policy. 
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ward an understanding as the aim of practical politics and to intro
duce in 1937 the so-called "laws for racial minority protection" 
["Volksschutzg~etze"] 97 to satisfy the demand for Sudeten German 
autonomy. Only thus was it possible to put the Czechs in the wrong 
before the world and to undertake the presentation by means of 
propaganda of the Sudeten German question before the Guarantee 
Powers of the Minority Protection Treaty of St. Germain, but above 
all in the eyes o~ the British. · 

To the same order of ideas belongs the submission of the "Sudeten 
German grievances" regarding the Machnik Decree to the League of 
N ations,98 whereby evidence was to be adduced of the inadequacy of 
the League of Nations -for the settlement of the minority problem. 

'foduy, however, the Sudeten German Party knows that, in view 
of the developments indicated in the first part of our survey, it will 
become increasingly difficult to put forward an aim in internal poli
tics which can be represented as a practical political aim even with 
the bare resemblance of a possibility of achievement in the eyes of 
serious foreign observers, to say nothing of the Sudeten German 
following. From the standpoint of practical politica it has become 
senseless to advocate autonomy of the Sudeten German territory, 
since it is this very region that has been made the concrete wall and 
fortified belt of the Czechoslovak State. It goes without saying that, 
if this concrete wall in the German region is known by J?Ubhc opinion 
throughout Europe to exist, the continued representation by propa
gandist means of the autonomy aim must become increasingly diffi
cult for the Party. 

After putting this on record it might seem as though it would 
have been better tactics-this is also the opinion of certain Reich
German. circles-if the Sudeten German Party had ·supported the 
policy of the so-called compromise of February 18, 1937. It must be 
recorded that this compromise came into existence under the pressure 
of the Sudeten German Party development in the Sudeten German 

· camp; that · from the outset it was conceived entirely without the 
cooperation of the Sudeten German Party and exclusively against 
that Party; that from the outset the promises were not meant seri
ously on the Czech side, a fact which has in the meantime been 
demonstrated artd confirmed by the Sudeten German partners to the 
compromise themselves; that with the compromise the Prague regime 
wished to put forward before the world evidence of its active and 
just policy toward the minorities and of the internal consolidation 
of the State; that the compromise was addressed to the baseness and 
opportunism existing in the midst of the Sudeten Germans, thus to 
bring new recruits to the cadres of the Sudeten German rump parties, 
the Agrarians, the German Catholic Clerical Party, and the German 
Social Democrats, who had already shown themselves and who still 
continue to show themselves to be willing tools for use against the 
Reich and against National Socialism. 

The compromise was an attack on the inner powers of resistance 
of the Sudeten Germans. It was supported by the kind of argument 

" See footnote 10, p. 6. 
• See footnote 90, p. 51. 
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of certain German circles in the Reich that recommended the Sudeten 
Germans, in view of the s~eedily approaching solution of the Sudeten 
German question from within the Reich, to pursue a policy of pure 
opportumsm, a line of development which must lead to the utter 
demoralization of the Sudeten German racial group, or to seriou~ 
moral confusion in the firmly knit framework of the racially militant 
Sudeten Germans. · 

4) As already set forth it will become increasingly difficult for the 
Sudeten German Party to put forward an internal political aim as 
the objective for the struggle and endeavor of the moveJI!ent with 
even the semblance of a possibility of achievement. 

This development entails: a strengthening of that outlook among 
the Sudeten Germans which starts lrom the conviction that in the 
conditions cited it will be increasingly senseless to assume the burdens 
of petty drudgery, the difficulties of internal construction work 
among the Sudeten Germans and the dangers of the everyday politi· 
cal struggle; and a strengthening in their attitude of those sections 
which are trying to establish the conviction that the time has come 
for illegal action. 

This development receives encouragement from the Reich, as may 
be illustrated from two examples: 

(a) by the fact that among the wide masses of the population 
of the Reich symEathy with the fate of the Sudeten Uermans 
has become general. The Sudeten Germans, particularly in the 
frontier districts, are in respect of the manifold relations arising 
out of ties of blood and economic and social activities, strength· 
ened. in their belief that the whole Oerman people stands behi:nd 
them in their struggle for existence. Over and above this the 
opinion is stated generally and in plain language that the mili· 
tary liquidation of Czechoslovakia is only a question of months. 
As this view, however, is openly expressed ·alike by the lower 
and higher executive officials of the Party, of the fighting asso· 
ciations, and of the Reich, in dealing with Sudeten Germans 
without re~ard to their position in the Sudeten German Party 
or the raCial group, wide sections of the membership of the 
Party are already invoking "guarantors" among Reich·Germans. 
In this connection the fact should not be underestimated that 
for the Sudeten German in his faith in the Reich the humblest 
customs official, SA or SS man, appears· in the character of a 
representative of the Reich and of the FUhrer's will. 

(b) The comments upon the Teplitz·Schonau episodes in the 
press and on the radio have also confirmed the Sudeten Germans 
m their view of the definite interest felt by the Reich in their 
fate. It has, however, also given rise to the idea that the press 
campaign on the part of the Reich will be followed by definite 
action against Czechoslovakia. In this connection we may ob· 
serve that the attunement of the press and radio activity to the 
party line of the Sudeten German Party seems defective alike 
m form and content, and would point out that the sudden inter· 
ruption of the press campaign on the one hand deprived the 
'JIITU4-4a--ol, D-10 
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activity of its value and, on the other, lent color to the Czech 
ar~ument that the Sudeten Germans are only an incidental 
obJect of National Socialist propaganda, with which the serious 
foreign policy of the Reich has nothing to do. This view was, 
in fact, systematically and successfully expounded by Czech 
circles when in contact with the foreign Legations in Prague. 

5) Every form of Sudeten German policy presupposes the unity 
of the movement for political combat in the form of the Sudeten 
German Party, and the subordination of the whole system of Sudeten 
German association (associations for education and defense, profes· 
sional organizations, trade-unions, etc.) under the politicalleadershi p 
of the racial group. 

The unity of the racial group can only be assured by the Sudeten 
German Party and only under the leadership of Konrad Henlein. 

The Prague Government is clear that a unified Sudeten German 
racial leadership decidedly obstructs its internal political aims and 
impedes its propaganda for foreign policy. Above all, it sees in the 
Sudeten German Party the upholder of the militant spirit of the 
Sudeten Germans and the bulwark of active resistance. With the 
extension into every sphere of life of the predominance of the State 
and with the increasingly rapid progress of State influence over all 
forms of life, the existence of a multiplicity of parties and the 
coalition system hitherto prevalent has had to be modified in Czech
oslovakia as well. Accordingly, the creation of a single State party 
as the only authorized political representative of the will of the 
whole population is being considered in Czech Right Wing and Left 
Wing circles. Hence, Bene5 is trying systematically to smash, or at 
least to minimize, the Sudeten'German Party. 

(a) The German Government parties and every newly 
founded party in the Sudeten German camp receive systematic 
material and political support. This support has been conferred 
in turn upon the "Labor Party" of a certain Kopatschek; the 
"Labor Party" of the former deputy of the German National 
Socialist Labor Party, Simm; the small group of Zientek, who 
had been expelled from the Sudeten German Party; and other 
parties, either already founded or in contemplation, which have 
m the meantime been liquidated by the Sudeten German Party. 

(b) The Government quite obviously tolerates every "radical'' 
tendency among the Sudeten Germans outside the Sudeten. 
German Party, and also those group formations of individuals 
within the Sudeten German Party which desire to come forward 
as agitators, wearin~ a special National Socialist emblem, and 
thus trying to explmt Sudeten German mentality, because it as
sumes that the structure of leadership in the Sudeten German 

-Party will be thrown into disorder, that the leadership of the 
Sudeten German Party will be weakened by disputes w1thin the 
Party in its capacity for external action, and that thereby the 
Sudeten German Party will be compelled of its own initiative 
to advocate more radical tendencies. :More radical tendencies, 
however, would again place the Government in a position to 
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justify measures against the Sudeten Germans in the eyes of the 
outside world and of persons of moderate views. · 

(c) Further, by the exertion of direct official pressure or by 
encouraging the opportunism of certain Sudeten German circles, 
the Government encourages all efforts forcing the Sudeten Ger~ 
man educational associations, the defense unions, the professional 
organizations, the trade-unions, and other organizations to play 
into the hands of the enemies of the Sudeten German leaders, 
and thus to entrench itself against the Sudeten German Party, or. 
at least to diminish the influence of the Party among the Sudeten 
Germans, or, on the other hand, to attract these organizations 
in virtue of their statutory, allegedly "nonpolitical" character 
out of the political front altogether, and to keep them out of 
the great political dispute with our Czech enemy (reception of 
the leaders of racial unions by Benes in -1936). 

That these are the intentions of the Czech Government is borne. . 
out by the following facts: -

Opposition elements, inside and outside the ranks of the Sudeten 
German Party, openly assert or allow it to appear by means of a 
systematic whispering campaign that they have "relations" with 
elements in the Reich or that they have received instructions to carry · 
out a task involving a definite outlook upon life and politics among 
the Sudeten Germans, and above all in their dealings with the Party 
-assertions. by which they seek to legitimize their activities in 
opposition to the Sudeten German Party. 

In the face of such methods the leaders of .the Sudeten German 
Party are powerless, because, in view of the delicate and confidential 
nature of the affair, and also from a sense of responsibility toward · 
the Reich, they cannot take part in the conflict with counterargu
ments without putting it in the power of the Czech Government to 
lay hands upon all concerned. 

In this connection it may be put on record that the assimilation 
process of more than 1,200,000 supporters and more than 600,000 
organized members, who have been brought together from the most 
varied camps during 4 years of conflict and constructive labor, is by 
no means so complete that critically minded persons in the Reich 
could not perhaps point to shortcomings in the . National Socialist 
attitude of individual Party members. Against this admission, how
ever, there stands the incontrovertible fact that the effecting of this' 
process of assimilation under the watchword of "Union of all Sudeten 
Germans under the leadership of Konrad Henlein" was necessary, 
and that the leaders and administrators of the Sudeten German Party 
were answerable for the National Socialist outcome of this process. 
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III 
This review of the situation of the Sudeten Germans and of the 

Sudeten German Party, and of the political problems facing them, 
has been undertaken in order to show: 

1. The urgency of the Sudeten German question. 
2. The need for detaching the Sudeten German question as an 

urgent political issue from the so-called sphere of racial German 
questions, or from the questions arising in connection with the Ger
man racial groups in Europe. 

· 3. The urgent need for a discussion of fundamental principles 
between the leaders of the Reich and the leaders of the German 
racial groups, in regard to the further conduct of the policy of the 
Sudeten German Party. . 

The report submitted above will be constantly supplemented by 
special reports. 

No.24 
1941/434936 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy in France 

BEBLIN, November 30,1937. 
(Pol. IV 6005) 

With reference to report A 4094 of November 16, 1937.99 

Information from Rome was confirmed by a report from the Em
bassy, inasmuch as an account is available, based on a communication 
from a confidential agent in the Palazzo Chigi,t that Hodza. has re
ceived official confirmation that France would take military action 
against Germany if units of the SS or the SA were to cross the fron
tier into Czechoslovak territory. As against this, the French Govern
ment had expressed a much less decisive attitude toward an insur
rection of the Sudeten Germans. 

However, in a conversation which· he had on the 16th of this 
inonth with Ambassador von Hassell 2 on the same subject, the Italian 
Foreign Minister doubted whether France was really wedded to 
this view. In any case, he did not think that France in such an 
event would be able to decide on war with Germany for a cause 
which did not directly affect French interests. 

The opinion of Count Ciano as to the inability of the French 
Government to reach a decision is not subscribed to here without 
question. It would be risky to prophesy today what factors and 

"Document No. 21, p. 47. 
1 The Italian Foreign Ministry. 
• German Ambassador In Rome (Quirinal). 
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, oonsiderations will, in the last resort, in1luence the decision of the 
French Government. 

For the Minister: 
VON WEIZSACKER 

No.25 
1532/3Tf290-92 

The German Ambassador in Austria (Papen) to the Fuhrer and 
' Chancellor · 

A 7605 VIENNA, December 1, 1937. 
Subject: Prime Minister Benes on the future of Czechoslovakia. 

Secretary of State Dr. Schmidt informed me today,'with a request 
for secrecy, of a report by the Austrian Minister in Prague, Marek, 
on a long conversation with President BeneS. 

BeneS commenced by saying that he would never yield to pressure 
from abroad. He was, however, ready of his own free will to go as 
far as he possibly could to clear up the situation in Central Europe. 
Only a few days ago he had received a letter from Henlein ~ which 
it was proposed to him that the principle of the National State 
should be abandoned and that Czechoslovakia should be turned into 
a Nationalities State. He would not answer this letter. Herr 
Henlein had forgotten that he, Benes, had never spoken of a N a~ 
tional State but that it had been Kramarsch8 rather who, at the time 
of the birth of Czechoslovakia, had wished to embody the expres~ 
sions "National State" and "national language" in the new constitu~ 
tion. In the end it had been he, BeneS, who had prevented this 
formulation. He considered himself a real expert in political science 
and, as such, realized that everyone understood differently the word 
"autonomy." It was the same with the conception "National State" 
or "Nationalities State." In the long run, it was not a question· 
of terminology but of arriving at concrete results. If Herr Henlein 
maintains that Germans constitute 21 percent of the population of 
Czechoslovakia, then it was a matte_r for discussion whether they 
should receive a 21-percent share in all State responsibilities. The 
treaty concluded at Pittsburgh' by his predecessor, Masaryk, had 
obviously been a mistake. (Masaryk had then entered into an agree ... 

1 Karel Kramaf, joint leader with ?tlasaryk of the Czechoslovaks prior to 1918, 
and one of the representatives of the new Republic at the Paris Conference In 1919. 

• The treaty or convention between the Czechs and. Slovaks of America, spon· 
sored by the United States Government under President Wilson and signed at 
Pittsburgh (U.S.A.) on June 80,1918, by Thomas Masaryk and the representatives 
ot the Slovak League and other Czechoslovak societies In America. The treaty 
expressed Itself In favor of Czechoslovak unity, together with a considerable 
degree of autonomy for Slovakia within the future Republic. 
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ment, after a discussion with Wilson, that, in the establishment of 
the new State, Slovakia should enjoy a special cultural position.) 

In its foreign policy, Czechoslovakia would also strive in the 
future for the greatest integrity toward Germany. Her close re
lations to Russia, which were always being thrown in his teeth, had 
nothing whatsoever to do with any similarity of ideologies; they 
arose from the necessity of the balance of power in Europe and from 
the realization that Russia represented a political reality, regardless 
of the regime which was in the saddle there. He hoped that no 
agreement between Germany and Russia would materialize for a 
very long time, since such an understanding would be the worst pos
sible thing tha:t could happen to Europe, for it would mean neither 
more nor less than a division of Europe into spheres of interest. 

Comments then followed on the negotiations which are taking 
place at the moment between Vienna and Prague on the question of 
the treatment of Austrians in the Czech frontier area.S. 

In the opinion of State Secretary Dr; Schmidt, the conversation 
described above provides a proof that Bene.S has grasped the neces
sity of finding a workable solution to the minorities question. It is 
significant that he now makes Kramars 11 responsible for the "Na
tional State" and terms lt!asaryk's Pittsburgh Treaty a failure. 

The State Secretary added that Bene.S always talked very openly 
with Jtfinister Marek, as he regarded him as half Czech. 

PAPEN 

No.26 
2369/{94345-46 

Memorandum 

STRI<.."TLY CONFIDENTIAL (e. o. Pol. IV 6544) 
. For the office of the Reich Minister. 

·I had a conversation this morning with Herr Konrad Henlein at 
hiS request. Herr Henlein remarked that he regretted most keenly 
the measures which he had recently been forced to take against mem
bers of the old D.N.S.A.P.,6 but that he had been compelled to this 
cOurse in order to maintain discipline, and the way of reconciliation 
had no longer stood open to him after the recent events. He had 
already discussed this matter with Obergruppenfuhrer Lorenz1 and 
had ~ached an agreement of views with him. He hoped, however, 

• See footnote S, p. 63. 
• The Devt&che Nationalsoziali.!ti.!che Arbeiterpartei-the name of the early 

National Socialist Party in the German part of Bohemia and Austria prior to 1920. 
'Head of the YQU&s4eutscll.e Mittelstelle, 
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that his measures would not lead to any wider schism within the 
Party. Peace and order would perhaps very quickly be restored if 
the competent authorities in the Reich would vouchsafe to him, as 
formerly, their trust and support. To this end he considered the 
settlement of two problems to be necessary: 

(1) The recall of Herr von Chamier, press adviser at the German 
Legation in Prague.8 Herr v. Chamier had been in touch for years 
with circles in opposition to IIenlein and strengthened them by his 
own hostile attitude, which was recently proved by sharply cntical 
remarks. Chamier's further stay injured Henlein's relations with 
the Legation, in themselves good, and, in particular those with }Jin
ister Eisenlohr, with whom he, Henlein, had hitherto always main
tained good relations. 

(2) The prohibition in Germany of the opposition paper Der 
Aufbruch.9 He, Henlein, had put this point to Obergruppenfuhrer 
Lorenz, who was willing to act in conformity with his wlSh. 

I replied to Herr Henlein that it had been keenly regretted in 
Germany also that ·a break with such personalities as Kaspar and 
Haider10 could not have been avoided, especially as they were people 
who, in the past, had rendered services to the movement. I ex
pressed at the same time the hope that perhaps at a later period 
matt.ers might be adjusted. For the moment it was essential, 
according· to what had been told me as the general opinion of the 
responsible Party authorities, to strengthen Henlein's authority in 
order to obviate any deepening of the schism. As regards the two 
special requests put forward by Henlein, I pointed out to him that 
primarily the Reich Ministry of Propaganda was competent to deal 
with them. Herr von Chamier of course belongs to the above Min
istry. I observed further that, as matters were, Herr von Chamier 
himself might be anxious for a chang~ of post. 

Should SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Lorenz, head of the Volksdeutsche 
Mittelstelle, concur in Henlein's ideas, then the latter's two wishes 
for contact with the Legation could be rt-.commended to the Ministry 
of Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda. . 

Herr Henlein showed great confidence in future developments. I 
informed him that we had no intention of interfering in the internal 
disputes of the Sudeten German Party, that our desire was. that 

• Marginal note by Neurath: "This request was also submitted to me by H." 
• The organ of the extreme radical National Socialist faction of the Sudeten 

German Party, led by Kaspar. Between this faction, the Henlelnlst group, and the 
Kameradschaftsbund (of which Rutha was formerly the leader) there was a 
long-standing feud. . 

"Both were members of the extreme Nazi wing of the Sudeten German Party. 
Kaspar was a deputy In the Czechoslovak Parliament and leader of the Aufbruch. 
'l'he feud between this group and the Henlelnist majority led to the expulsion 
from the party of Kaspar and Dr. Jonak, another leader of the group, and their 
trial before a party Court of Honor at the beginning of December. 
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unity and order should be maintained and .that naturally the re
sponsibility must remain with him as leader. 

ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, December 9, 1937. 

No. 27 
8~f/21ST1T' 

The German Minister in Osechoalovolcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No.193 of December 10 PRAGUE, December 10, 1937-1:55 p.m. 
Received December 10, 1937-4:40 p.m. 

With reference to your telegram 123 of December 4.11 

Krofta, with whom I spoke yesterday regarding the coming visit 
of Delbos,111 denied that any further treaty obligations, other than 
those already existing, were contemplated. The plan of a general 
pact of assistance between the Little Entente and France was tor
pedoed, whatever journalists might chatter about it. Benes had al
ready told King Carol during the latter's visit to Seelowitz18 that 
Czechoslovakia no longer pursued this plan. The other members of 
the Little Entente would assist Czechoslovakia in case of war, even 
without a pact, if they considered such action to be necessary in their 
own interest; conversely, they would undertake nothing in spite of a 
pact. Between Czechoslovakia. and France, too, nothing new had 
been agreed upon, nor would there be inthe future. Written report 
on last point follows. 

EISEN'LOHR 

No.28 
18U/,8498T-68 _ 

The German Minister in Ozechoalovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

A. III. 1. b. 8. PRAGUE, December 10, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 6530) 

With reference to the instruction of November 30, 1937 (Pol. IV 
6005) 14 and to the further telegram of today.111 

S'!bject: Franco-Czech relationS. 

u Not printed. 
u French Foreign Minister. 
u See footnote 61, p. 88. 
H Document No. 24, p. 62. 
111 fresumably document No. 21, Bttpra. 
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PoLITICAL REPORT 

I had the opportunity yesterday · of asking }~oreign Minister 
Krofta whether there really was anything in the rumors that Czech· 
oslovakia and France had given a broader. interpretation to the ex
isting treaty to cover other contingencies than those previously en
visaged. Krofta in reply gave me the following information, with 
the urgent request for the strictest secrecy on all matters which con· 
cerned his Prime Minister: 

Hodza, who wavered between the desire to reach an understanding 
with Germany at any price and sudden attacks of panic beclmse of 
Germany, in September had been terrified by reports which seemed 
to come from all quarters and were to the effect that some sort of a 
"Czechoslovak Legion" was standing ready in Germany to march 
into Bohemia. Hodzu. hu.d discussed this with the }'rench Prime 
Minister, who had come to Prague for the funeral of Masaryk, and 
had then telephoned to Krofta, in Geneva at the time, with the re· 
quest that he should arrange with the French statesmen in Paris an 
expansion of the existing treaty in case Germany committed such an 
act of aggression. He himself had not shared the anxiety of Hodza 
but had n!)t wished to contradict him, and had therefore prepared a 
"note," on the lines of his telephone conversation with Hodza, to be 
exchanged with the French Government with -the object of widen· 
ing the treaty. He had discussed the affair in Paris with Blum and 
Delbos, and had in so doing given expression both to Hodza's view 
and to his own divergence from it. He had 11ot even presented the 
draft of the note but had agreed with Delbos that he, Delbos, should 
make a public statement calculated to dispel the anxiety which 
reigned among the Czechoslovak public. Delbos had at first had the 
intention of submitting to be questioned in the Chamber for this pur· 
pose, but had later abandoned this idea, and, instead, had made the 
speech at Lille at the end of October,18 to which Krofta had referred 
in his expose of foreign policy before the Parliamentary Committee 
of Foreign Affairs. Delbos, in his speech at Lille, had expressed 
himself in very general terms and had not mentioned Czechoslovakia 
by name, which had much pleased Krofta. Benes, too, who had not 
at first wished to prevent Hodza's excitable activities, as he could, 
not always be putting the brake on him, had been extremely satisfied 
that the affair had taken this peaceful course. 

With this account of Krofta's, the truth of which cannot, accord· 
ing to all our own information, be doubted, this question ought now 
be cleared up and finally settled. 

EISENLOHB 

•• On October 29 at the Radical Socialist Part1 Conlf8lll, 
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No. 29 
2379/498000 

Minute 

BERLIN, December 10, 1937. 
The Czechoslovak Minister told me today that Herr Eisenlohr will 

shortly be handed a memorandum in Prague in which those meas
ures are enumerated which were now being adopted for the immedi
ate or progressive tranquilization of German-Czechoslovak press re
lations. Three stages are contemplated: 

1. Immediate suppression of from 2 to 3 emigre organs, to be fol
lowed by further suppression of similar publications. 

2. Suppression of the Neue V orwarts11 within a few weeks. 
3. Sobering influence on the language of the Czechoslovak press. 

The Minister believed that he had fulfilled the wishes of Funk, the 
former State Secretary and present Reich Minister,18 with these 
measures. He wished to repeat directly and in person to Herr 
Funk and, if the latter considered it opportune, in the presence of 
Dr. Dietrich,19 the communication he had made to me. He requested 
that Herr Funk should be informed accordingly and be asked to 
name an early date on which he would receive AI. lfastny. 

AI. Mastny added that all these measures had naturally been 
adopted on the condition of reciprocity. He hoped that, as a result 
of this press truce, a further tidying up and relaxation of our gen
eral relations would take place, and that the further measures con
templated might follow step by step. 

AI. Mastny claims to have observed a decline in Czechoslovak 
chauvinism during his last visit tp Prague. 

WEIZSACKER 

[Note by Aschman:] I assume that the Press Department will pur
sue the matter further with Reich Minister Funk. 

If The Neue Vorwarts, a weekly published in Prague, was the official organ of 
the Executive of the Social Democratic Party of Germany in exile. The offices 
of the paper were transferred from Prague to Paris early in 1938. 

11 Funk succeeded Schacht as Reich Minister for Economics on November 26. 
• Of the Press Department of the Reich Propaganda Ministry. 
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No. 30 
2369/494347--48 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M ini..~try . · 

A. III. 1. b. 10. 

Subject: Delbos' visit to Prague. 

PRAGUE, December 17, 1937. 
(zu Pol. IV 6779) 

Conversation with Hodza about German minority. 
The Czechoslovak Prime Minister mentioned during a conversa

tion yesterday that it had been stated in the foreign press that the 
Czeehoslovak Government would hand the French Foreign Minister20 

a memorandum on the minority question on the occasion of his visit 
to Prague. He apparently had in mind here a report similar to that 
of the Paris correspondent of the· DAZ in its Reich edition of the 
17th instant. Hodza characterized this report as inaccurate and de
clared that it was not intended to hand M. Delbos any written mate
rial on the Sudeten German question; neither had anything of the 
kind been prepared. 

In this connection Hodza signified also the intention to resume 
contact with the Sudeten German Party soon after Christmas. With 
reference to this he reminded me that· once recently he had ex
pressed regret to me that·Konrad Henlein stayed mostly at Asch.and 
came so rarely to Prague; he (Hodza) was prepared to continue 
the contact established with Henlein through the conversation in the 
month of September and to have a thorough discussion with him at 
least once a month. 

I took the opportunity to say to M. Hodza that a contact of that 
kind, however useful it might be·per se, could, after all, only prove 
really fruitful if the Czechoslovak Government should· deCide to gQ 
very considerably further in their concessions to the Sudeten Ger
man section of the population than would appear to accord with 
their present attitude. Upon this Hodza made the very interesting 
remark that the Government in their concessions to the minority 
could only go so far as they felt able in view of the internal cohe
sion of the State and its external security. Should things in Europe 
become more peaceful and the way cleared for a detente between the 
Reich and Czechoslovakia, the concessions to the minority could be 
adjusted according to the measure of external security, which would 

• Yvon Delbos. Be made a tour of Eastern European capitals in December, 
having political conversations in each. He visited Warsaw (December 7), 
Bucharest (December 8), Belgrade (December 12), and Prague (December 15-18), 
In the last named having conversations with President BeneA, Hodza, the Prime 
Minister, and Krofta, the Foreign :Minister. 
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be ~evealed by diplomatic soundings regarding our relationship to 
his country. 

While, therefore, our thesis is: "Put your house in order, satisfy 
your minority, then we can get on together," and while up till 
now the Czechoslovak thesis has demanded, first, external security 
through a stable relationship with the Reich before decisive con
cessions could be granted to the minorities, Hodza is now thinking of 
a middle path in which both conceptions might be united. The 
possibility is not to be excluded. that this line of thought might play 
a certain part in the conversations with Delbos. 

EISENLOHB 

No. 31 
1940/434588-87 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

URGENT 

No. 199 of December 17 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, December i7, 1937-2:35 p.m. 
Received December 17, 1937-4:~5 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 6643) 
Reply to telegraphic instruction No. 127 of December 16 and in 

continuation of telegram of the 15th (No. 196) .21 

Met Hodza yesterday evening at Foreign Minister's dinner in 
honor of Delbos and carried -out instructions. Hodza informed me 
confidentially that draft law on dissolution of parties was buried 
in ·subcommission. Consideration by Parliament would be continued 
at earliest in January, by which time poison fangs would be ex· 
tracted from draft. In this matter, as in Jiigerndorf question,23 

nothing would happen which would in any way imperil future 
detente vis-a-vis the Reich. In Jiigerndorf matter he gave assurance 
of the swiftest settlement and repeated promise to satisfy us almost 
lOOpercent. · 

Conversation which followed with Foreign Ministry expert re
vealed that the latter had not succeeded in the effort to achieve im
mediate actual reinstatement of the discharged persons through the 

11 Neltller printed. 
11 These incidents· at Jllgerndorf In northeastern Moravia were cases of the 

expropriation of tenants and owners of land for purpol'les connected with defense, 
which the General Staff were empowered to carry out under the Czeeh National 
Defense Law. Property eould also be pulled down or be prohibited from being 
built under the same law, whose application particularly atreeted those frontier 

·districts where fortifications were being constructed, and naturally also prin
cipally atfeeted Sudeten Germans as persons suspected of being politically unre
liable. 
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interministerial commission, because legal rules of procedure ren
dered this impossible. Alteration of law itself, too, was not attain
able now; therefore way of favorable judgment must be adopted and 
an appeal should be lodged. Besides this, employer must be induced 
to reinstate ousted [employees]. Requisite steps will be taken by me 
to influence employers and lodge appeal. As nevertheless it is possi
ble that this category of discharged workers are already in Germany 
and not disposed to return, or are economically not in a position to 
await settlement of appeal, I have no objection to reprisals, as there
by places will be made free with us for these displaced people. Other 
reprisals, perhaps with the object of influencing will of Czechoslovak 
Government, woutd therefore be to no purpose and even harmful, 
because Czechoslovak Government are in any case willing to compen
sate as far as possible harm caused by military authorities. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 32 
664/257177-'18 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M inistryj 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, December 17, 1937. 
(Pol. II 3344) 

The toasts exchanged at the Foreign Minister's dinner yesterday by 
Krofta and Delbos did not rise above the level of customary conven
tional utterances. Pointing more into the future was an address of 
Hodza's given yesterday morning at a celebration of the twentieth 
anniversary of France's recognition of the Czechoslovak Army. 
Hodza emphasized among other things that Czechoslovakia. la.y at 
the point of contact between Germans and Slavs, at a point, there
fore, whPre there was a possibility of conflict, as well us a pos
sibility of bringing nbout the friendly life of these great races side 
by side. The Czechoslovaks had understood how to fight, b~t they 
also understood how to come to terms, and they wished to number 
themselves among those who had a· right to assist in establishing ·a 
new peace in this part of the world. 

After the dinner Delbos held a. lengthy conversa.tion with three 
deputies of the Sudeten German Party who were presented to him 
by the head of the German Department of the Foreign Ministry, who. 
had been appointed to accompany the French Foreign Minister. 
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/Delbos did not discuss German-Czechoslovak relations with me but 
rather his wish to bring about a detente between France and Ger
many. The ex-servicemen of both sides must be made use of in this. 
The idea of promoting peace' by beginning a reduction of armaments, 
together with the abolition of bombing, obtained his full agreement. 
The Reich Foreign Minister's gesture toward him had made a deep 
impression· in France. where people were responsive to such things. 
France wanted collective negotiations; we, however, bilateral ones. 
These two viewpoints need not clash with one another; the result and 
not the method was the main point. Differences of regime, however, 
could and· should not prevent a detente. Frenchmen and Germans 
were the best soldiers in the world; if they agreed with one another, 
that would make the greatest impression on everyone else. Today 
a French official was coming to Berlin in order to discuss the pos
sibilities. of countering the pernicious influence of the press. 

The decisive political discussion between Delbos and Benes is 
taking place today at a private luncheon party at Lany, where 
presumably no one besides Hodza and Krofta will be present. Hodza 
has promised to inform me confidentially next week of the result, as 
far as he is able. · 

EISENLOHR 

No. 33 
23"69/494349--52 

The German Foreign Ministry to Certain German Mi88ions Abroad 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, December 18, 1937. 
(Pol. II 3285) 

To the German Embassy: London, Paris, Salamanca, Moscow, 
Warsaw, Washington. 

To the German Legation: Belgrade, Bucharest, Budapest, Brussels, 
Prague, Vienna, Lisbon. 

Enclosed herewith is a memorandum by a usually well informed 
agent, submitted by the Rome (Quirinal) Embassy, on the subject 
matter of the conversation which Count Grandi, the Italian Am

. bassador in London,· had with Mr. Eden, the Foreign Secretary, on 
December 124 after the visit of the French Ministers on December 1.25 

For the Minister: 
VON RINTELEN 

14 The conversation took place, according to British sources, December 2. See 
the documents relevant to this in vol. I, chap. L 

• The Ft·ench Ministers, Camille Chautemps (Prime Minister) and Yvon Delbos 
(Foreign Minister), visited London on November 29 and 30 to discuss foreign 
policy, particularly in the light of Lord Halifax's recent conversations in Germany. 
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[Enclosure] 

(Annex to Pol. II 3285/37). 

MEMORANDUM . i 

During the Grandi-Eden conversation, which took place as" result 
of British initiative, the British Foreign Secretary began by saying 
that he assumed the Italian Government had been informed direct 
from Berlin about the Halifax-Hitler conversation.26 Grandi con
firmed this and said that the Italian Government had been informed 
in detail. 

Eden then proceeded as follows: 
The object of the Anglo-French conversations of November 29/30 

had not been to break up the Rome-Berlin Axis, but rathe~ to 
seek the bases for an understanding between Great Britain and 
France on the one hand and Germany and Italy on the other. To 
attain this goal Britain and France preferred to keep to the methods 
of Geneva, but were prepared to consider any other way which Ber
lin and Rome might have to propose. Moreover, the British and· 
French Governments were prepared to make colonial sacrifices as 
well, but under a very definite assumption, to wit, that Germany on 
her part should collaborate with a "positive and demonstrative con
tribution" toward the achievement ot a general understanding, which 
would have to be of such a nature that peace in Europe would be as-. 
sured for at least a generation. The colonial problem affected not 
only British and French interests but also those of other states. 
Britain would also have to consult the Dominions on this question. 
The preparatory negotiations would, therefore, not exactly be of 
brief duration. He thought, however, that in the course of a month. 
proposals could be drawn up which Britain and France .wouJd 
jointly submit to Germany. 

Grandi raised the question as to what were in fact the demands 
of Great Britain and France on Germany. Eden replied ·evasively 
that nothing final had yet been envisaged; London would first have 
to agree with Paris regarding precise proposals. Hitler for his part 
had already declared himself ready to examine afresh the armaments. 
question, and first and foremost that of air armaments. .. 

Eden then continued that Chautemps and Delbos had shown them
selves very reasonable regarding the Central European situation. 
They were ready, as were the responsible leaders of British policy, 
to examine any revision and any arrangement which could He reached 

,.. At Berchtesgaden on November 19, during the visit of Lord Halifax (Lord 
Presidt!ut of the Council) to Germany, when he also bad conversations with 
other G~rman leaders. Reference should also be made to the relevant documents 
In voJ. 1, chap. I on the conversation. 
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·without war. Britain, however, found herself in this matter in a 
different position from France, who was bound by definite obli
gatio;ns. In the British view the German-Austrian Agreement of 
July 11, 1936,27 was satisfactory, as was its functioning. Britain's 
obligations continued to be limited, as in the past, to the western 
frontiers. That did not mean, however, that the British Govern
ment disinterested themselves in Central· European questions. They 
reserved ~he right to examine these within the framework of Geneva, 
but were of the opinion that they did not present any insurmountable . 
difficulties. As regards the German minority in Czechoslovakia, the 
British Government were prepared to support a solution in con
formity with German wishes, namely, on the basis of autonomy. 
Chautemps and Delbos also adopted the same attitude, . and Delbos 
would endeavor to further a solution on these lines; that would be his 
main task in Prague.ts 

Passing ~o Italy, Eden declared that both Chamberlain and he, 
as well as Chautemps and Delbos, were ready to bring about a clari
fication of relations with Italy. Paris, however, held the view that 
the first steps toward a rapprochement should be made by London. 
The British Government for their part were determined to under
take these direct negotiations and wished them to begin at once. A 
prerequisite for this was, however, in both French and British 
opinion, that the atmosphere between the three countries should ex· 
perience a lessening of tension and should improve, as otherwise no 
clarification could supervene. The French complained of Italian 
press attacks. The British considered it necessary that Italian propa
ganda in the Near East against Great Britain should be stopped. 
If this tension wer~ relaxed, Britain and Italy would immediately be 
able to examine the questions which appeared to be separating the 
two countries, and to do this on the basis of the points indicated by 
the British Government Qll October 2,29 including among others the 
Italian volunteers in Spain, the new troop formations in Libya, as 
well as the situation in the Near East and the Red Sea. The ques
tion of the recognition o~ the Empire, which was not yet ripe for 
discussion, must for the moment be put aside. 
· Grandi asked if that were all he was to tell his Government and 
added that the question of recognition of Italian sovereignty over 
EthiOpia was the main one for his Government, whereas all the other 
points chiefly interested the British Government. He, therefore, did 

If The Austro-German "Gent1Pmen's AgreemPnt" of July 11, 1986. See the 
relevant documents in vol. I, chap. II. 

• See footnote 20, p. 69. 
• The Brlt.sh aide-moowire handed to the Itallan Government on October 2, 

dealing with the withdrawal of Ita11an volunteers from Spain and other out· 
standing questions between ItalY and Great Britain. 
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not see how, in view of this difference, there was any possibility of 
initiating useful conversations, since everything was to be discussed 
except Ethiopia. On this remark by Grandi, Eden repeated his 
above-mentioned statement and emphasized that an improvement in 
the atmosphere must first of all take place. Then the negotiations 
could begin in conformity with the points of October 2. The British 
Government were, however, not disinclined to examine then any other 
aspects of the situation which the Italian Government might deem 
opportune to bring forward. 

No. 34 
664/257179-80 

The Gerrnan Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Ef:senlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, Decen:iber 18, 1937. 
(Pol. II 3372) 

Delbos lunched with Benes yesterday.30 Only Mme. Benes present, 
who withdrew after 20 minutes. Then conversation tete-a-tete until 
5 o'clock. In the evening dinner at French Legation, BeneS present 
with his wife. This followed by reception, to which Heads of Mis
sions invited. Benes called me to him as soon as he noticed me. He 
stated he attached importance to informing me personally at once 
that Delbos' visit had passed off satisfactorily, France desired detente 
with us and desired likewise that Czechoslovaks might achieve good 
relations with the Reich. This was fully in accordance with his own 
view. He also agreed with Delbos that it did not depend on meth
ods; multilateral or bilateral, both led to the desired result, namely~ 
peaceful settlement. Action by France and Czechoslovakia should 
be taken on parallel lines. Neither Britain nor France interfered in 
inte~al affairs of Czechoslovakia; they were too far away .to under
stand these things. Czechoslovaks would not tolerate such interfer
ence either, but would insist on settling their own affairs independ
ently. Problem was very difficult psychologically, therefore could 
not be solved all at once, but only in stages. His aim was to obtain 
for the Germans the status of full equality of rights and contentment 
within the State. Though he would not tolerate any interference, 
which the Reich had certainly never attempted, still, in view of 
Germany's natural interest in minority, and on account of common 
concern that no disturbing factor in our relations should arise from 

• M. Delbos, the French Foreign Minister, arrived in Prague on Decoember 15 
and remained until December 18. 

797664-49-vol. U-11 
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this source, he was always prepared to discuss minority question with 
us in a friendly fashion. Nothing could be said for the present re
garding extent of concessions to minority, only regarding aims and 
methods for gradual attainment of same. Regarding Czechoslovaks' 
relations with France, Benei thought that they were misunderstood 
in Germany. It was not a question of an offensive or defensive 
alliance but by its very nature of the guaranteeing by France of the 
ngreements concluded between himself and Stresemann at the time 
( Locarno). 32 ' 

'Vith regard to psychological difficulties in settlement of minority 
conditions, I pointed out that Czech officials were behaving like domi
neering tyrants in the Sudeten German region, which could not pos
sibly inspire minority with confidence. He admitted the need for a 
fundamental change. As I had the impression that he wished "to 
be in on" any possible Franco-German detente, I warned against 
approaching us prematurely with request for political negotiations. 
Atmosphere must be cleared beforehand and confidence return. Bene5 
agreed and gave the assurance that he would do everything to im
prove relations and would first of all comply with the requests I had 
made at the time. On press questions Krofta had of course handed 
me a memorandum. I replied that I had felt the counterdemands in 
the memorandum to be disagreeable. It looked as though Czecho
slovakia was making her contribution dependent upon certain con
ditions, although Krofta had toned this down in verbal communica
tion. Bene5 stated that my anxiety was without foundation; he had 
already begun to comply with my requests and would continue to do 
so without regard to fulfillment of counterdemands. 

No. 35 
1940/4345111 

Minute 

EISENLOHB 

(zu Pol. IV 6590) 
(Pol. IV 6763) 

On the assumptio~ that the State Secretary will not raise any 
objections to the measures proposed in the present memorandum, 
a conference with the Gestapo will take place today at noon to dis-

• Stresemann, German Chancellor in 1923, was Foreign Minister at the time of 
the Locarno Agreements (November 1925)--and until his death in 1929. 
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cuss details of the countermeasures. At this conference influence 
will be exerted to ensure that the German countermeasures conform 
as closely as possible to the Czech measures and that the Foreign 
Ministry are kept in constant touch with all phases of the a~tion. 

BERLIN, December 18, 1937. 

No. 36 
1940/434580 

Minute 

A[LTENBURG] 

(zu Pol. IV 6590) 
(Pol. IV 6643) 

The following took part in the conference on the carrying out of 
countermeasures against Czechoslovak nationals in the Reich, and 
concerning the incidents at Jiigerndorf :33 

From the Foreign Ministry: 
Heinburg (Counselor of Embassy). 
Albrecht (Counselor of Embassy). 
Altenburg (Counselor of Embassy). 
von Hahn (Attache). 

From the AusZandsorganisation: 
Spahn. 

From the Gestapo: 
Wetz (Regierungsrat). 

It was agreed that 28 orders of expropriation should be issued 
along the same lines of procedure as was provided for in the Czecho
slovak National Defense Law,34 and that 120 summary dismissals 
should be ordered. The date limit for expropriations and dismissals 
to be February 1, 1938. The writs to be served by Christmas. The 
text of the writs will be submitted by the Gestapo to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs beforehand for approval. 

BERLIN, December 18, 1937. 

11 See footnote 23, p, 70. 
,. See footnote 18, p. 12. 

ALTENBURG 
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No. 37 
1220/333074 

The German Ambassador in Italy (HaaseU) to the German Foreign 
Ministry 
Telegram 

No. 363 of December 20 RoHE, December 20, 1937. 
Received December 22, 1937-6:15 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 6719) 
Ciano 35 today gave me further information regarding Stoya

dinovich visit,36 namely, that it passed off very well and he had 
formed a. very good impression of Stoyadinovich's determination to 
adhere to friendship with Italy and Germany. Stoyadinovich had 
stated quite clearly that Yugoslavia. would on no account fight for 
Czechoslovakia; he had also depicted very vividly grotesque results 
of the complicated system of mutual ties and commitments desired by 
France; he, Stoyadinovich, would continue to oppose this just as he 
had, although in vain, striven for the postponement of Delbos' tour. 
Government in Belgrade had found eagerness of representative of 
the great France really embarrassing. Ciano considered that Prince 
Regent,37 too, whom he described as a. positive factor in Yugoslavia, 
did not desire any stronger ties with France, while, it must be ad
mitted, he inclined toward Britain for various reasons; on the whole 
Yugoslav relations with Britain were obviously still close. Ciano 
added that Stoyadinovich manifestly had an aversion to warlike ad
ventures because, as he said, he was convinced that a. country like 
Serbia. could completely collapse and rise again probably once in 
several thousand years of history, but one could not count on a repe
tition of this. Ciano believes that Stoyadinovich is inclining more 
and more toward authoritarian system in internal politics, too, even 
though realization could only come about slowly and in a specifically 
·Yugoslav fashion. No new agreements of any kind had been con
cluded during visit. 

HASSELL 

• Italian Foreign Minister. 
· • Stoyadinovlch, Yugoslav Foreign Minister, visited Italy on December 3-8 for 

conversations resulting from the Halo-Yugoslav Treaty of March 1937. 
11 Prince Paul of Yugoslavia, Regent since the assassination of King Alexander 

in 1934-and during the minority of Alexander's son, King Peter. 
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No. 38 
664/257193-214 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

PRAGUE, December 21, 1937 •. 
(Pol. II 3431) 

The Delbos visit. to Prague38 with reference to current series of 
reports. 
Contents: 

Statement by Hodza on the visits to Warsaw, Bucharest, and 
Belgrade. 

The Prague visit a complete success and that without any anti-
German flavor. 

Hodza's speech at the legionary festival .. 
Conciliatory tone of the after-dinner speeches. 
The final communique recommends a rapprochement with all 

neighboring States. 
No new treaty agreements with the A.llies. 
Very little discussed regarding Russia. Russian Minist.er's89 

reticence. 
German:y was the principal theme. 
Benes w1shes to come to an agreement with us. 
France wishes to do the same. 
Bilateral treaties, if possible with guarantee by third party. 
Locarno the model. 
Krofta has different views from Benes, desires gradual evolution 

and at the outset no new treaty with us. 
Hodza's chimerical conception. 
Delbos has taken up the cause of the minority, despite official 

denials. . 
To what extent is the Czechoslovak Government prepared to make 

further concessions to the Sudeten Germans¥ · 
Statements by Benes, Krofta, and Hodza in this connection. 

PoLITICAl. REPORT 

The following description of the results of the French Foreign 
)finister's visit to the Czechoslovak capital is based principally on 
the speeches made and the toasts exchanged on this occasion, the text 
of which is already available in Berlin; on my conversations with 
Delbos and Benes regarding which I have reported by telegram; 
and, finally, on interviews which I had with Krofta, the Foreign 
Minister, and Hodza, the Prime Minister. As I should like to em
phasize at the outset, the latter described his statements during this 

• See footnote 20, p. 69. 
• Sergei Alexandrovsky. 
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as a "fireside chat," and as the giving of free play to his thoughts, 
which were in part still not fully developed. 

The French Foreign :Minister's tour with Prague as its terminus 
was, as Hodza confirmed to me, originally planned for other pur
poses. As a counterpart to and a consequence of Halifax's visit to 
Berlin 42 it had, he considered, assumed a new significance never 
dreamed of p1-eviously. Delbos had apparently not struck the right 
note in Warsaw. Policy was not shaped there nor in Bucharest. 
(Hodza used the English expression "shaping the policy".) In 
Belgrade they had defined and reinterpreted their relations with 
each other. In Prague on the other hand it had been possible to 
come down to actual policy. He himself had felt for some time that 
the moment had come for this; he had also noted a further evolution 
in Bene.S' views and, finally, the situation in France had been of 
assistance. There can indeed be n() doubt that, as Bene.S also empha
sized to me, from the way it passed off and its results, the visit was 
a complete success and a great and harmonious manifestation of 
Franco-Czechoslovak friendship. But what was unusual about it 
and completely novel for the visit of a French :Minister to Prague 
was the fact that this demonstration of friendship and loyalty to the 
alliance was not accompanied by any anti-German note. This is 
evident, not only from the official statements and· speeches and the 
attitude of the press and the public, but also from all the private 
information which I received regarding the inner proceedings. The 
occasion on which it was most likely that anti-German feeling might 
have been expected was the festival arranged by the legionary or
ganizations for the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the 
autonomous Czechoslovak Army abroad by a decree of Poincare's. 
The Heads of :Missions were invited to this festival, at which Delbos 
was present. Like the other representatives of the former enemy 
Powers, I had been informed that it would be quite understood if we 
did not attend, which, however, did not prevent the Turkish Minister 
from appearing there. On this occasion Hodza made a speech which 
had received Delbos' approval beforehand. In it he welcomed the 
French ~Iinister as the emissary of French democracy and also as tht.> 
emissary of European accord, a turn of phrase which Delbos later 
adopted in his speech in reply to the toast at the Czernin Palace.48 

He (Hodza) went on to speak of Czechoslovakia as that spot in Europe 
where Germans and Slavs met, where therefore besides the opportunity 
for conflicts the opportunity was also provided "to prepare for and en-

41 See footnote 26, p. 73. 
• The Foreign Ministry building in Prague. 
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sure the amicable existence side by side of the outlying branches of 
these two great races." He named as Czechoslovakia's chief task the 
preparation for and the organizing of peace among the races and 
peoples in this part of Europe. He stressed his country's readiness 
for reconciliation, the desire to contribute with all her might toward 
the furthering of good relations with her neighbors, and to cooperate 
with all who were striving for a general settlement of international 
relations in Europe. Hodza told me later that he had made use of 
this occasion to give a definite turn to the political event from the 
outset, and to fix its ideology, as he himself expressed it. 

In his toast at the banquet. at. the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Krofta said that the efforts of Czechoslovakia were sincerely directed 
toward peace .. with everybody, and in particular with her neighbors; 
he stressed the lively cultural contacts with these neighbors and the 
desire to draw as close as possible to the culture and civilization of 
the West (thus not thnt of Russin,!). He pointed out that Delbos' tour 
was taking place directly after the Anglo-German conversations44 

and the French negotiations in London 45 regarding all questions 
of world politics, and expressed the desire that in future negotiations 
real agreement might be re1tched. In his reply Delbos emphasized 
that there was no state toward which France harbored any feelings 
of hatred or resentment. He was prepared to cooperate with all 
without any ulterior motives. He stated that the purpose of his 
tour was to augment the lasting value of France's pacts and friend
ships, and also to direct his efforts toward whatever might lessen 
international tension, pave the way to a settlement of questions on 
which they were divided, and lead to extensive and fruitful co
operation. He was able to establish with satisfaction the great 
extent to which the desires and efforts of France coincided with those 
of Czechoslovakia. The final communique contains, in addition to. 
the usual requisite sh.tements on complete agreement between the 
views of the two Governments, loyalty to the League of Nations and 
to fundamental and lasting common principles, the collective' theory 
in the {orm of general cooperation for peace, emphasis on the soli
dltrity of the Little Entente and an avowal on the extension of ·eco
nomic exchanges (a French concession ! ) , the following sente~ce : 

"During the conversations in Prague it was emphasized that in 
their concern for the preservation of peace in Euro~e both Govern
ments are prepared to support any action which might facilitate a 
mpprochement with all neighboring countries. Both Governments 
are convinced that existing commitments are no obstacle to. a rap-

.. See footnote 26, p. 73 • 

.. See footnote 25, p. 72. 
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prochement of this kind, which from the political and economic 
point of view would be advantageous for all interested states and 
for the whole of Europe." 

So much for the public manifestations, to which should also be 
added the communications made by Delbos and Krofta to press 
correspondents, the statement issued by the Czechoslovak Press Office 
on Delbos' conversation with the representatives of the Sudeten 
German Party, and the interview which Krofta granted to the cor
respondent of the Agence Radio. 

What were the actual contents and the results of the conversations, 
at which these manifestations of course merely hint, in particular the 

. long conversation tete-a-tete which Bene8 had with Delbos on the 
17th instant! 

No new treaty agreements between France and Czechoslovakia. 
have either been concluded or envisaged. Delbos distinctly empha
sized to the press correspondents that he had not come to Prague 
in .order to sign any new treaty; the purpose of his tour had been 
a moral one, and this had been achieved. 

Russia, as Krofta told me, was very little discussed. Alexandrov
sky, the Russian Minister, who had left for Moscow not long before 
on receiving news of his father's illness, and of whom it was rumored 
in high Government circles that he had been abducted by the 
O.G.P.U. and would be executed~ had returned to Prague for Delbos' 
visit. He was present at all the festivities, but kept completely in 
the background. 

The theme which occupied the largest place in the statesmen's 
conversations, and on which public interest was also focused, was 
the question whether and how Czechoslovakia's relations with Ger
many could be improved and what repercussions this might have on 
Franco-Czechoslovak questions. Bene8 had already told me some 
time ago that, whether developments in Europe would lead once more 
to the strengthening of the League of Nations, or whether the 
struggle between the Great Powers would remain the decisive factor 
in the development. of Europe, would determine whether he could 
seek the security of his country, as hitherto, on a collective basis or 
would have to follow the example of, say Yugoslavia, and settle 
relations with his mighty neighbor by direct negotiations with her. 
Kochlf' my predecessor, used to say that Bene8 would be willing to 
come to ·an agreement with Germany 5 minutes before a Franco
German rapprochement. The Halifax visit and the political activity 
following upon this had brought the approach of this moment within 

"German Minister in Prague from October 1921 to June 1935. 
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the bounds of possibility. But Bene8 would not like to approach us 
on his own, because in his view the inequality of forces would other
wise be bound to lead to a capitulation, or, as he had once expressed 
it, to vassalage to the Reich. He does not wish to be withou~ the 
support which is afforded him by his allia:nces and, if only to a 'con
stantly diminishing extent, his allegiance to the League of Nations 
and adherence to the idea of collective security. In this he is in 
agreement with the view of the French Foreign Minister, to 'Yhom 
for his part the maintenance of the alliances as the fa~ade of the 
crumbling French hegemony is bound to be of importance. Both 
desire a detente between France and the Reich, and also between 
the Reich and Czechoslovakia. The double move toward a detente is 
to be made on parallel lines, as Bene8 has told me, so that thus 
Czechoslovakia will neither need to dispense with French protec
tion nor be a charge on the French desire for a detente. Krofta 
stated this in his after-dinner speech when he said that it remained 
characteristic of the policy of the two countries that their efforts 
were directed toward a situation where they would not require 
mutual assistance against external attempts to threaten them. 

However, in spite of repeated avowals of the. idea of collective 
security, J;>oth Delbos and Benes have stated that it did not depend 
on methods, and the way of bilateral negotiations with us could also 
turn out to be a suitable means of bringing about general appease
ment. Now I know from an earlier conversation with Benes that 
since the reoccupation of the Rhineland41 he has pursued the plan 
of taking a hand if a new Western Pact should ·come into being, in 
much the same way as he succeeded in doing in the case of the old 
Locarno Treaty by means of the simultaneous signing of the German
Czechoslovak Treaty of Arbitration of October 16, 1925. . That 
Benes is still adhering to this idea of attaching a bilateral treaty 
to a system of treaties of a more general nature with third powers 
is hinted at by a remark in the conversation on the 18th instant, 
where he correctly characterizes the Franco-Czechoslovak Treaty as 
a guarantee of the German-Czechoslovak Treaty. Perhaps BeneS' 
hopes even by this means to secure, in addition to the French. a 
British guarantee which would not otherwise be attainable for him. 
That is, however, only a surmise for the time being. In the leading 
article in the Prager Prease48 of the 19th instant, which is obviously 
inspired, there occurs the following sentence: "If the Western Powers 
reach a new agreement with Germany, which replaces the former 
Locarno Treaty in one form or another, Czechoslovakia could not but 

" March 1936. 
• A Czech Government dally published In German. 
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welcome such a development, convinced as she is that her relations 
with Germany, the formulation of which has found its place ih the 
whole system of Locarno agreements by means of the German
Czechoslovak Arbitration Treaty, would eertainly find suitable ex
pression in any new agreement too." 

Krofta, whom I asked about this, confirmed that BeneS still con
tinues to think on the lines of Locarno. I told the Foreign Minister 
that I had already somewhat disillusioned 1\I. BeneS about this 
[Herrn Benesch bereits Wasser in diesen Wein gegossen] and l1ad 
warned him against approaching us prematurely with wishes for 
political negotiations and agreements. The particular prerequisite, 
which had led to the conclusion of the Treaty of Locarno and also 
of the Arbitration Treaties with Poland and Czechoslovakia49 after 
simultaneous negotiations in the same place, did not exist today. I 
did not believe-he made a. note of this statement-that Germany 
would enter into such a "bilateral multilateral system" today. By an 
attempt in this direction one merely ran the risk that any possible 
negotiations would break down at once over the question of form. 
Furthermore I was unable to see what Czechoslovakia stood to gain 
by this, for the Arbitration Treaty was still valid and· the French 
Guarantee also. I could not imagine that a new piece of paper would 
go beyond this in content, or that Czechoslovakia would thereby ob
tain that feeling of security which she seemed to lack today in spite 
of the afore-mentioned Treaties. It should be added that, like him
self, BeneS did not believe in a quick solution of the Sudeten German 
question, which was indeed above all the obstacle to a German
Czechoslovak understanding. If, however, in the Czechoslovak view 
only a solution of the Sudeten German problem in stages could enter 
into the question, then a German-Czechoslovak detente or rapproche
ment too could only be realized over a similar period of time. What 
was therefore the purpose of treaties beforehand~ Krofta. agreed 
with me entirely. He was of the opinion that the President, in keep-

. ing with his temperament, was somewhat impatient to arrive at a. 
speedy settlement. The cqrrect procedure, however, was doubtless 
this, namely, to remove the obstacles existing between us one at a 
time. Then perhaps. they could one day later on conclude a new 
treaty; at present there was no question of this. The French must not 
feel that they were being abandoned-this view was held at the 
French Legation here before the Delbos visit-the Czechs did not 
wish to betray the French and must not do so; but it was clear to 
him that in the course of a natural process of evolution our influence 

• Those of January 1934 and 1925 respectively. 
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in Czechoslovakia was bound to become stronger. This evolution 
would be accomplished all the more smoothly the less it '!!1-S allowed 
to become apparent from without. Thus first of all a start on the 
detente, the solving of concrete questions, and no pact for the .time 
being. In his "fireside chat" Hodza gave his views on this que~tion 
in his own peculiar chimerical fashion. He spoke also of a "Paris
Berlin-Prague triangle," in which London must not be forgotten. 
Now it was imperative to make use of the present moment. He 
believed that Delbos' visit to Prague was regarded in London as a 
positive contribution, and he must for this reason set to work at 
once. No matter what conversations took place between London, 
Paris, and Berlin, Prague wished to have a say in them. It was 
merely a question of technicalities whether Locarno was to serve as 
the model for the settlement or whether preference should be given 
to some other form. He was more concerned with actual facts. I 
brought M. Hodza down from his clouds to earth and caused him to 
bear in mind that, according to his own exposition-which I shall 
reproduce further on-the solution of the Sudeten German question 
would take years. A formal treaty with Germany could not come 
at the beginning, it must come at the end of this process of evolution, 
in the event of its still being necessary at all by then. He admitted 
this but expressed the view that, if only we had progressed thus far, 
some sort of declaration on paper would nevertheless be very nice 
for the public. It did not depend so much upon the contents, if 
once the practical difficulties between us had been eliminated. 

Apart from the agreement in principle reached by F.rance and 
Czechoslovakia to bring about a detente in their relations with Ger
many on both sides, the most important questions, which are being 
raised apropos of the Delbos visit, are whether the French Minister 
has exerted influence on the Czechoslovak Government, on instructions 
from both London and Paris, to the effect that it might display a 
more conciliatory attitude in the Sudeten German question than 
hitherto, and the further question to what extent the Czechoslovak 
Government is prepared to act on such advice. The official version 
of the reply to the first question is found everywhere in the press 
and was put forward by Benes to me too. It is to the effect that 
neither Britain nor France-nor Germany either-were interfering 
in the internal affairs of this country, and that Czechoslovakia as a 
sovereign State would also not permit such interference, but would 
settle her affairs independently, of her own authority and moreover 
according to a fixed program. Indeed Benes' position vis-a-vis both 
the Czechs and the Sudeten Germans is bound to become even more 
difficult than it is already, if it were to be publicly admitted that he 
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is acting under pressure from three Great Powers in this matter. 
Yet this is undeniably the case. Krofta. told me after Delbo ' visit 
that he was aware that Britain was continually demanding a. •con
tribution" in this question, which was, of course', always done in a 

·friendly fashion. Britain herself, it must be admitted, did not know 
what would really have to. be done to satisfy the Sudeten Germans. 
Delbos had not given any "advice," b.~1t, when the subject was 
broached from the Czechoslovak side, he had expressed the "desire" 
~hat this obstacle to a detente might be removed. Czechoslovakia. 
was not prepared to negotiate with foreign governments on this mat
ter but she was always very willing to discuss it with us all in a 
friendly manner, as, for example, had always been the case with me. 

· Delbos had not, as the press had maintained, brought a memoran
dum; nor had one been handed to him, but only information con
ceming individual questions. }'urthermore, Osusky, the lUnister 
in Paris, could always provide him with any information he desired. 
Apart from this communication of Krofta's I know also from an
other reliable source that Delbos raised the Sudeten German question. 
It is the first time for 18 years that France as a cosignatory to the 
Letter of Guarantee for the minority has shown any interest in the 
latteP. That this was the case was also revealed· by the fact that at 
the reception at the Czernin Palace Delbos had a long conversation 
with Deputy Kundt and Senator Pfrogner,51 and that the French 
Legation recently suggested to the Sudeten German Party that it 
should continue to maintain the contacts established with it. If 
France had hitherto an interest in maintaining the point on which 
Germany a~d Czechoslovakia differ, this has now been changed. 

The second question touched on above was, to what extent Czecho
slovakia was really prepared to make a "contribution" toward paci
fication in Europe and to effect a definite improvement in the con
ditions of the Sudeten Germans. The answer to this question is still 
obscure and unsatisfactory. Bene8, the most cautious and at the same 
time the toughest of the three leading Czechoslovak statesmen, with
out doubt the one who wil' eventually make the final decision, has 
expressed himself in the most vague and reticent manner. I am quite 
certain that he will make concessions under pressure from the foreign 
political situation and that he alone. is capable of realizing them. On 
the othtlr hand he will bargain most tenaciously over the extent and 
price. He has made the internal appeasement of the country the aim 
of his Presidency, and that not just from today; however, he wishes 
to carry it into effect independently and according to his own scheme 

.... 
a A Sudeten German member of the Czechoslovak Senate who had a conversa-

tion with Delbos during the latter's visit to Prague. 
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and will allow as little interference as possible by others. This 
scheme will hardly satisfy us or the minority as to details. For the 
time being all he says~regarding the matter is that he wishes to 
.secure for the Sudeten Germans the full enjoyment of their consti~ 
tutional rights and their full participation in the State. On 'this 
and also a previous occasion I pointed out to him that this did not 
suffice in the prevailing circumstances, that the Sudeten Germans 
must not be menaced any more in their national property rights 
[in ihrem nationalen Besitutand] and that confidence in the State 
was impossible when Czech officials were ruling as arbitrary over
lords in the Sudeten German region. 

Krofta thereupon drew my attention to the fact that the chain 
of fortifications now under construction is situated in the Sudeten 
German frontier region, and that therefore the Prague Government 
could relax the exercise of their authority in this region only to the 
extent that the external political threat from the Reich diminished. 
If progress was made in the detente between Berlin and Prague, then 
it would be possible to have more confidence in the Sudeten Germans.
'Ve ought not to talk much on this question, and not exert any 
pressure recognizable as such from outside, because any such pressure 
would make it more difficult from the internal political point of view 
for the Prague Government to make concessions. The detente be
tween Prague and Berlin on the one hand and between the Czecho
slovak Government and the Sudeten German element on the other 
would have to be accomplished on parallel lines. Neither could be 
settled in advance of the other. I told him that Hodza had ex
pressed the same view to me in a different form. He replied that 
he had not discussed this with Hodza recently; thus they had both 
arrived at the same view independently of each other. . 

Hodza's statements were essentially of a more concrete nature than 
those of Benes or Krofta in his conversation with me yesterday re
garding the concessions which he deemed possible at present. First 
and foremost he stated quite clearly what he will not concede. He 
rejects autonomy; it would 11ever be accepted by public opinion. The 
country was too small to allow itself to be "atomized." Regarding 
this it must be stated that the granting of ~'territorial autonomy'; to 
the Sudeten Germans must naturally have the result that, in addi
tion to the Carpatho-Russians,52 the Slovaks and Magyars will also 
secure the same. While, therefore, at present the Czechs, together with 
the Slovaks and Carpatho-Russians, form about two-thirds of the 
population of the State and are faced, with minorities which constitute 

• The inhabitants ot Ruthenla, otherwise called Sub·Carpatbo Ukraine. 
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one~third altogether, with the granting of autonomous rule, seven and 
a half million Czechs would be faced with a group of autonomous 

·minorities who together would be just as strong. In critical times the 
State would disintegrate: the fortifications would be situated exclu~ 
sively in the autonomous frontier regions. This is the Czech attitude 
toward the question, namely, that autonomy is tantamount to suicide 
for this State. It is necessary to be acquainted with this point of view 
to realize that autonomy will never be secured here by peaceful means. 
BeneS informed me that he once told Hlinka, the leader of the 
Slovak Autonomist Party, that he did not understand what auton~ 
omy was, but he could probably understand what was meant when 
they demanded that the Provincial Governor in Bratislava should 
appoint officials in Slovakia of his own accord. The Sudeten Ger
mans would, therefore, in my opinion, do better to delete from their 
vocabulary the ambiguous expressions "autonomy" and "National 
State," about which everybody has a different opinion and which 
arouse mistrust and discord, and to discuss the matter with which 
they are really concerned. Furthermore, according to his own state
ment, Hodza will not allow the communal ~lections, which fell due 
long ago,53 to be held so long as they might develop into markedly 
violent contests, that is, therefore, until further progress in the Su
deten German question has produced .a certain degree of pacification. 
Finally, he rejects the acceptan:ce of the Sudeten German Party's 
legislation proposals,54 because these were not compatible with the 
constitution, w1iich did not recognize either a separate legal person
ality for the different sections of the people or a "spokesman" for 
them. He did not feel strong enough himself to secure an amend
ment to the constitution, and there was also no other political per
sonage available who would be willing and able to do so. What he 
would and could do, however, was to obtain self-administration for 
the Sudeten Germans in all spheres by making full use of all oppor
tunities afforded by the constitution, and furthermore to transfer, 
with a few exceptions, all the German officials in the country to the 
Sudeten German region. '.fhe existing number was not sufficient to 
fill one-half of the posts available. This was nevertheless of advan
tage too, because he was obliged to take into account the suspicions 
of the Czechs. What he wished to do applied to all categories, from 
adm.intstrative officials and judges down to postmen, road guardsmen, 
and minor railway employees. The next generation of officials, not 

• These elections, due to be held every 4 years under the c..vnstitution, had 
been last held in September 1931, and thus fell due again in 1935. They were to 

. have taken place on November 14, but on October 24 they were again postponed 
by the Government after the Teplitz incident . 

.. i.e., the Sudeten German_ Party bills of April 1937. See footnote 10, p. 6. 
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yet available today, would be ready trained in a few years' time. 
What now still seemed to be a difficult problem would by then have 
become a matter of course and all officials in the Sudeten German 
region would be Germans. I asked M. Hodza whether he believed 
he could put an end to the disastrous Czechization and provocative 
activities of the Narodni jednota,55 the frontier associations. Here
plied, with what was probably exaggerated optimism, that it was grati
fying that these associations were at loggerheads with each other; 
he would soon deal with them and direct them to "internal missionary 
work" within the Czech region. When I went on to say that if M. 
Hodza did not believe he could assist the Sudeten Germans toward 
either autonomy or the realization of their proposals for legislation, 
he would then only dissuade them from these demands if he offered 
them a substitute, which they would appreciate as such; in this con
nection I mentioned the language question. Hodza took up the sug
gestion and was of the opinion that there was a better chance of 
achieving some result in this sphere. In addition, he stated that he 
hopes to make further progress in February or March, "a new 
February 18,"56 as he expressed it, but this time not only with the 
Activist parties but also with the Sudeten German Party. Much wi11 
depend on Konrad Henlein's timely intervention in future develop
ments. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 39 
1613/386613-15 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenl.ohr) to the German 
Foreign 'Ministry 

VERY URGENT 

SECRET 

A. III. 2. f. 2. 

PRAGUE, December 21, 1937. 
(Pot I 6911 g) 

Subject: Conversation with K. H. Frank . 

. I beg to submit the enclo~ed memorandum by Counselor of Lega
tion Hencke on a conversation with Senator K. H. Frank, Konrlld 
Henlein's deputy. _ 

I request instructions, as speedily as possible, for the further line 
o.f action to be followed by the Sudeten German Party administra
tion. The Austrian suggestions, which certainly in the present state 
of. ~ffairs cannot still be denied by Vienna, represent in my 
opm10n an attempt to secure greater influence over the Sudeten 

• The Czech anti-Nazi organization in the Sudetenland. 
• See footnote 11, p. 7. 
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German element for the future. The choice of the present time for 
this move can be accounted for by the fact that the Austrian Gov
ernment probably subscribes to the curious opinion that any form 
of German-Czechoslovak detente might be expected to disturb rela
tions between the Sudeten German Party and the Reich. 

EISENLOHR 

P.S. The Sudeten German Party would be especially grateful if 
this report could also be brought to the notice of Herr Keppler, the 
FUhrer's economic adviser.&s 

[Longhand note initialed by von Neurath:] Reserve seems to me 
advisable on the part of the Sudeten German Party. 

SECRET 

A: III. 2. f. 2. 

[Enclosure] 

MEMORANDUM 

Senator K.H. Frank, Henlein's deputy, today gave me the follow
ing information in strict confidence: 

Count Westphalen,59 who has an academic appointment in Vienna 
and therefore resides from time to time in the Austrian capital, was 
approached about 4 weeks ago'by Count Thurn, leader of the Aus
trian Federal Youth Movement [ Oesterreichische Bundesjugend] 80 

with the proposal that a direct link should be formed between the Su
deten German Athletic Associations [ Turnverbiinde] and the Austrian 
Federal Youth Movement. To begin with, there should be a meeting 
of the leading personalities of both associations for the purpose of 
establishing general contacts. 

About 5 days ago Count Westphalen was suddenly invited to at-, 
tend a luncheon arranged by State Secretary Zernato, Secretary-· 

· General of the Fatherland Front.411 Count Westphalen accepted this 
invitation and als~ met Guido Schmidt, State Secretary for Foreign 
Atfairs,82 at the luncheon. On this occasion Zernato, in agreement 
with Schmidt., proposed to Count Westphalen that a meeting should 
be arranged for the-beginning of January between Herr Frank and 

• Keppler was al88 particularly concerned with poliry toward Austria on 
behalf of the Nazi Party. 

• Probably Count Ferdinand Westphalen, a German, and lecturer in the Uni
versity of Vienna. 

• The Government-sponsored youth organization in Austria. 
"This was the Austrian Government Party (Christian Socialist) organization. 

Zernatto (whose name Is normally spelled thus) was Secretary-General ; he was 
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs in the Federal Chancellor's Office. 

• i.e., in the Austrian Government. 



GERl\IANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 91 

two leading personalities in the Sudeten German Party on the one 
hand, and State Secretaries Zernato and Schmidt and Count Thurn 
on the other. A ski hut was envisaged. as the rendezvous, in point 
of fact one belonging to Schmidt or Zernato in the Tyrol mountains. 
The following points were to be discussed at the meeting: ' 

1) A form of press agreement between the Sudeten German Party, 
in respect of newspapers coming within its sphere of influence, and 
the Austrian Government, in respect of the Austrian Government 
press. The Austrian press, which had hitherto adopted a consistently · 
hostile attitude toward the Henlein movement, would from now on 
present the Sudeten German Party in a favorabl~ light. In return, 
the Austrian Government asked that the Sudeten German Party press 
should in the future adopt a friendly attitude toward Austria. This 
change-over was to be introduced on the part of the Sudeten German 
Party by means of an article personally signed by Konrad Henlein 
or a speech by the leader of the Sudeten German Party. 

2) A joint appearance of the Sudeten German and Austrian Ath
letic Associations at the great German Athletic Rally in Breslau. 

3) Austrian proposal that a central bureau should be set up in 
Vienna to deal with questions. concerning Germans abroad, which 
would work in cooperation with the Berlin offices and the A uslands
institut in Stuttgart. There was no thought of joining with the 
Schiemann Organization in this connection. The Austrian gentle
men had advocated the view that racial German questions could be 
much more effectively represented in the outside world if dealt with 
in Vienna rather than in the Reich. 

4) Request to the Sudeten German Party leaders to use their in- · 
ftuence on the Sudeten German Homeland League [Sudetendeutsches 
Heimatbundl in Vienna, with a view to the League's modifying its 
anti-Government policy. . 

5) Establishment of close cultural political relations between the 
Sudeten German Party and Austria (organization of concerts, ex
hibitions, displays by the Asch School of Gymmtstics, etc.). . · 

Herr Schmidt further stated in connection with these proposals 
that, in the event of agreement and willingness on the part of the 
Sudeten German Party to take some initiative in matters connect.ed 
with Austria, he would be in a position to exert pressure on the whole 
Austrian press-not only the Government organs-.:-so that henceforth 
their anti-German and pro-Czech policy would cease. At this Schmidt 
expressed the opinion that criticism of the Czech situation and a dem
onstration of the unsolved German problems in Czechoslovakia, if 
dealt with systematically from Vienna, would have a more powerful 
effect abroad than if this criticism emanated from the Reich. 

Herr Frank stated that he had hitherto avoided forming any 
definite opinion concerning these suggestions or giving any answer 

'J976S.-49-vol, II-12 
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to the invitation. He did not wish to take any action without ref
erence to the Berlin authorities, and requested to know their attitude 
as soon as possible. He would adhere strictly to the instructions 
which he requested from Berlin. 

PRAGUE, December 21, 1937. 

No. 40 
1940/434592-93 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 
0 zechoslovakia 

Telegram 

No. 133 of December 22 

Reference telegram !tfo. 199.65 

BERLIN, December 22, 1937. 
(zu Pol. IV 6643) 

Reprisals have today been ordered following the incidents at 
Jiigerndorf.66 One hundred and twenty cases of dismissal from em
ployment by February 1, and thirty orders to sell landed property 
within three months have been decreed in respect of the Czechoslovak 
subjects concerned. Ultimate extent to which this is carried out will 
later depend on the number of actions finally put into force by the 
Czechoslovaks in Jiigerndorf. Publication of this in the press is not 
intended. We are waiting to see what action the Czechoslovak Gov
ernment takes in regard to the complaints which are certainly to 
be expected from those concerned. To any diplomatic inquiry the 
reply will be given here that we can no longer tolerate the threat to 
the existence of the Reich-Germans concerned in Jiigerndorf, which 
has hung over them for several weeks, and have decided to create 
the same state of suspense for a number of Czechoslovak nationals 
in Germany. It lies within the power of the Czechoslovak Govern
ment to enable us to suspend our measures by the immediate can
cellation of their own. 

Please answer any inquiry by the Czechoslovak Government to the 
same effect. 

1111 Document No. 31, p. 70. 
141 See footnote 23, p. 70. 

MACKENSEN 
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No. 41 
1940/434594-95 

Minute 
. I 

(zu Pol. IV 6643 (III)) 
At the conclusion of the Jagerndorf conference on the 20th in

stant,67 Gauleiter Bohle gave me the following information by tele
phone: 

The Fuhrer's deputy,68 who had on the morning of the 20th ex
pressed his own agreement with the reprisals, had meanwhile re
ported _on the matter to the Fuhrer. The FUhrer had declared him
self to be in complete agreement with the measures, which should. be 
carried out in the strictest manner, and the ratio proposed at present 
of 1 : 1 be increased to the ratio of 2: 1, i.e., two Czechoslovak 
nationals were to suffer for each Reich-German. Gauleiter Bohle 
added that he would make further inquiries concerning this increase 
in ratio, that I was to take no action in this connection and that· I 
would be informed of the result. On the morning of the 21st I 
telephoned Dr. Wetz of the Gestapo, who is controlling the execution 
of the reprisals, and asked him about the increase in number; he 
replied that he had understood, from information that had also 
reached him, that for the immediate future the proposed figure was 
to remain, but that if further measures by us perhaps became neces
sary later, the ratio of 2:1 should b~ adopted. 

Up till now no further communication has reached me from Gau
leiter Bohle about raising the number. I spoke to Dr. Wetz again 
today about the matter, and he told me it had not been practicable 
on purely technical grounds to make arrangements for an extension, 
doubling the number of Czechoslovak nationals involved, quickly 
enough to be able to issue the necessary regulations for the increased 
number before Christmas. As swift action had been envisaged it had 
not been possible to consider a doubling of the number as part of the 
plan to be executed immediately. He would await special instruc
tions in the event of reprisals against further Czechoslovak nationals 
being considered necessary by the Foreign Ministry. He did not. 
regard the communication which had reached him from Herr Spahn 
(head of the :A..O.) 69 concerning the Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor'S 
views on the matter, as an order to prepare further reprisals.' · 

HEINBtr1tG 
BERLIN, December 22, 1937. 

"" Presumably a further meeting to discuss the reprisals for the Jligertldorf 
Incidents referred to In document No. 40, supra, 

• Rudolf Hess. · 
• Actually Spahn was personal assistant to Bohle as head of the A.O., and his 

"chief of staff" at the A.O. headquarters. 
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No.42 
1940/434596-97 

Minute 

(zu Pol. IV 6643 (IV)) 
(Pol. IV 6656) 

Concerning the Jiigerndorf affair,'0 I have today spoken to Herr 
Fischer (head of the A.O.) 71 about the order issued by the FUhrer 
and Reich Chancellor,72 and asked him to obtain from Gauleiter 
Bohle an assurance that Political Division IV would receive notifi
cation in writing of the Fuhrer's decision, thus avoiding any mis
understandings which might arise from a verbal communication. 
Herr }fischer assured me that he would deal further with the matter. 

Shortly afterward, Herr Spahn of the A.O. told me on• the tele
phone that Herr Fischer had informed him of my request, and gave 

·me the following further information: 
The Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor had made his decision that the 

reprisals were to be carried out in the ratio 2 :1, dependent on the fact 
that the proportionate strength of Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia 
a:nd Czech nationals in Germany permitted is to be increased to 2: 1. 
The A.O. would institute surveys on this matter of proportionate 
numbers, so that the distribution of landed property and, if possible, 
classes of employment could be assessed. It has not yet been possible 
to collate results of the questionnaire survey organized at the time, be
cause the authorities concerned lacked the staff necessary for this 
undertaking. He, Spahn, had consulted with Herr W etz and Herr 
W edelstedt of the Reich Ministry for Economic Affairs about the 
surveys which were now to be instituted. He hoped that toward the 
middle of January a summary could be produced. Political Division 
IV would receive the memorandum promised by Herr Fischer about 
the beginning of January, and a communication dealing with the 
result of these surveys as soon as they were definitely concluded. 

HEINBURG 
BERLIN, December 23, 1937~ 

• See footnote 23, p. 70. 
11 Actually of the A.U staff of Bohle. 
11 The specific order is not available; the substanre of It Is presumably lndi<'ated 

in.document No. 36, p. 77. 
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No. 43 
1941/435008-09 

The Head of the Political Department of the German Foreign,Min
istry (Weizsiicker) to the German· Minister in Czechoslovakia 
( Eisenlohr) 

BERLIN, December 30, 1937. 
(Pol. IV 41/38) 

DEAR EISENLOHR : I still owe you an answer to one point in your 
letter of December 2.73 In that letter, as also in your previous one of 
November 12,13a you suggested that Mastny's reception by the Fuhrer, 
long desired by him, should be considered. We have thoroughly ex
amined the matter and have come to the conclusion that the time 
does not yet seem ripe for such a reception. Before approaching the 
:Fuhrer with such a proposal, we must be in possession of still more 
evidence of a real improvement in German-Czech relations. 

As to your further suggestion respecting a visit by Gauleiter Bohle 
to Prague, I am certainly not qualified to give you a definite answer. 
I can, however, say that, from what I gather, it would still be con
sidered premature to pursue this idea further. 

1Vith most cordial good wishes for the New Year and Heil Hitler! 
W[EIZSACKER] 

No. 44 
1613/386616 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in 
0 zechoslovakia 

Telegram 

No. 2 BERJ,IN, January 5, 1938. 
Dispatched January 5-8:25 p~m. 

(zu Pol. I 6911 g) 
Reference to report of December 21, A. III. 2. f. 2.u 
Please inform Senator Frank that reserve on the part of the 

Sudeten German Party concerning the Austrian Government's sug
gestion seems to us to be indicated. 

"Not printed. 
"• Document No. 19, p. 4i'i. 
,. Document No. 39, p. 89. 

MACKENSEN 
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No.45 
1613/386621 

. The German Charge il'Atfaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

No.4 of January 11 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, January 11, 1938-6 :55 p.m. 
Received January 11, 1938--8:30 p.m. 

(Pol. I 91 g (IV)) 

'Vith reference to telegram of the 5th, No. 2.75 

Deputy Frank requests information whethE~r at present moment 
meeting with Austrian Secretary of State Schmidt and Secretary of 
State Zernatto considered at all expedient by competent Reich au
thorities. If so, attitude toward points set down by the Austrian 

. side welcomed. (Cf. memorandum sent with report of December 21, 
A. III. 2. f. 2.) 78 Should this not be possible in detail, Frank never
theless requests further instructions as to attitude to be taken. 

HENCKE 

No. 46 
1613/386622 

Draft of Telegram71 From the·Head of the Political Department in 
the German Foreign Ministry (Weizsiicker) to the German Lega
tion in Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

URGENT BERLIN, January 12, 1938. 
(Pol. I 91 g) 

To the German Legation in Prague, No. 6. 
Referring to No. 4 of January 11,78 meeting appears inexpedient 

considering reserve recommended in telegram No.2 of January 5.711 

WEIZSACKER 

"Document No. 44, supra. 
"Document No. 39, p. 89. · 
"The original is in longhand, but is initialed by Weizsacker, Bismarck, and 

Altenburg. • . 
"Document No. 45, supra. 
"D~cument No. 44, p. 95. 
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No. 47 
1938/434451-64 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry ' 

A. III. 1. allg. PRAGUE, January 12, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 254) 

CzECHOSLOVAK FoREIGN PoLICY IN 1937 

POLITICAL REPORT 

In the autumn of 1936 doubts as to whether the foreign policy, ini
tiated since the rise of Czechoslovakia and since then systematically 
developed and based on membership of the League of Nations and the_ 
Little Entente, as well as on the alliances with France and Soviet 
Russia, were still adequate for the safety of the State in view of the 
rising strength of the German Reich, -found public expression for the 
first time in a parliamentary discussion caused by the rapid progress 
of the Agrarian Party.80 Although at the time the Government 
won, insofar as the Agrarian Party did not pursue further their 
criticism of foreign policy, uneasiness was not dispelled. In order 
to allay it a number of measures were undertaken or continued, some 
of which came to naught right at the beginning, while others led to 
certain results. 

Jlilitary Armaments.· 
In the first place must be mentioned the stupendous efforts of the 

State toward strengthening and improving the equipment of the 
Army, as well as toward the construction of a belt of defensive works. 
'Vork on the latter, for which the financial resources of the country 
are being strained to the uttermost, has certainly by no means been 
completed during 1937, but has been pushed forward with feverish 
haste. 

Britain; United States. 

A certain degree of success had, moreover, attended endeavors to 
gain moral and, if possible, political support from Britain, These 
endeavors, the beginnings of which may go further back, held 
promise of better prospects since, in consequence of increased an
tagonism between Germany and Britain, the latter had resumed 
closer relations with France. For, until then, British interest in 
Czechoslovakia was only discernible insofar as Great Britain had 

• This refers evidently to the growing criticism by the Agrarian Party of the 
Government foreign policy of alliance with Soviet Russia, with whom the Mutual 
Asslstasce Pact had been concluded in May 1935. 
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perforce to try to lessen or eliminate the dangers for European peace 
which might conceivably arise out of the Sudeten German question 
as a potential cause-of conflict between the Reich and Czechoslovakia. 
Hence, Britain's interest in Czechoslovakia was, as it were, negative, 
and found expression in the British Government keeping themselves 
continuously and directly informed and, in order to remove the 
danger, by repeatedly advising Czechoslovakia to treat the German 

· minority with more consideration than heretofore. With the resto
ration in practic.e of the Entente Cordiale late in 1936, however, to 
this negative interest was added a positive one for Britain, namely, 
to help her Fomch ally to maintain her position of predominance in 
Central Europe, in which respect, however, immediate commitments 
on her own account were not undertaken by Great Britail) beyond 
those common to the Western States. Conversely, there was an im
provement in Czechoslovakia's hopes of being able to count on British 
help indirectly through France, in the event of a conflict with the 

· Reich, and endeavors to win over British sympathies began at once. 
They found their earliest expression in Benes' Christmas message of 
1936, were carried on untiringly during 1937, and, on the basis of 
common democratic ideals and by exploiting anti-German feeling, 
were extended to the United States of America. ( cf. the radio mes
sage to the American people by the :Minister, Jan Masaryk, on the 
occasion of the 80th birthday 'of his father, the former President.82) 

The methods by which the Czechoslovak Government wooed and 
still woos Anglo-Saxon sympathies are not confined to demonstra
tions and speeches, nor to the official activities of diplomats. Every 
journalist and every political personage who came here was received 
with the greatest friendliness and intensively canvassed, frequently 
by Benes himself, and over and above this, numerous threads were 
spun in political and business circles, above all in Britain and with 
the press of that country. Czechoslovakia, whose name was formerly 
almost unknown in Great Britain, where hardly anybody was in
clined to bother about Prague's difficulties, today commands a 
solid block of supporters in the newspaper world, the Liberal and 
Socialist Parties and their Members of Parliament, as well as in 
financial circles of the City of London. Moreover, at the close of 
th~ear just ended, in the Commons debate of December 21, Eden, 
the Foreign Secretary, declared that, besides the . friendship of 
France, Britain possessed the friendship of many nations extending 
from Turkey to the Czechoslovak Republic; there was therefore no 

a This was on March 7, 1980, but It seems more likely that his 85th birthday 
(l.e.,l935) Is meant. 
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grounds for a defeatist mood (Wickham Steed83 in the Prager 
Preaae, December 28, 1937). Verily a proud step forward for Czecho
slovakia from the role of a humble .seeker after notice to that 
of the friend who was being remembered in order to comfort and 
tranquilize the British people. We cannot be careful enough in follow
ing up such a development in Anglo-Czechoslovak relations, to whic_h 
decisive significance attaches for this country as regards all im
portant questions. 

Vatican. 

Relations with the Vatican, too, which BeneS had estltblished in 
preparation for his presidential election, have continued to develop 
favorably. In the past year the Curi~t had promulgated the Bull84 

provided for in the modus vivendi for the alignment of the diocesan 
with the national boundaries. Nevertheless, as a result of German 
representations, no such alteration to the boundary of Silesia -had 
been effected, so that the Archbishop of Breslau exercises ecclesias~ 
tical jurisdiction as heretofore over hundreds of thousands of Czecho
slovak citizens of German race, and the implementation of the agree
ment entered into by him at the time regarding the cession of his 
mensa} properties situated in the Czechoslovak Republic could be 
abandoned. In this way the probabilities for a successful policy of 
''Czechization" in this part of the Sudeten German frontier territory 
are eliminated, it is to be hoped for ever. 

Soviet Russia. 
The treaty relationship with Soviet Russia has not. mellowed; ~n 

the contrary it has paled. Mutual endeavors for cultural exchanges 
have produced no practidal results of any kind. Anti-Bolshevist 
propaganda put out by Germany and Italy has resulted in a disin
clination to appear arm-in-arm with such a compromising ally. The 
internal events in Russia, which appeared puzzling to Czechoslo
vakia also, the removal of prominent Bolshevist Party ·officials, as 
well as the execution of almost all the high officers of the Red Army,85 

lastly, the danger that Russia might be drawn into the Far East 
conflict, have created the belief in Prague that Russian help ,can· 
not be reckoned upon for n long time. This, too, became apparent 

11 A former editor of 7'1te 7'imrll . 
.. The Apostolic Constitution of Septembet• 2, 1937, which implemented articles 

I and II of the modus vivendi concluded between the Vatican and the new 
Czechoslovak Republic in 1928. These articles provided for the ultimate delimlta· 
tlon of the diocesan boundaries to accord with the new political frontiers, and for 
the return by the Republic of sequestrated ecclesiastical properties. 

11 The Red Army purges In June 1937, In which Marshal Tukhachevsky and 
11even other generals were shot after trial for treason on charges of espionage on 
behalf of a foreign power. 
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during the visit of the French Foreign Minister Delbos,86 and was all 
the more striking in comparison with Barthou's visit of but a few 
years previously.87 Now the Russian friendship is not spoken of in 
public at all and, according to Krofta, "only very little" mention of 
it was made in the conversations between the two statesmen. 

France. 

The relationship with France has remained unaltered; unaltered 
insofar as the treaty obligation is still taken seriously by both sides, 
but also insofar as an extension of the obligation has not come about, 
either in the form of a reshuflling of the Little Entente to constitute 
a treaty relationship together with France, covering all cases of an 
attack against. one of the partners, or in the form of more widely 
extended possibilities for the application of the Franco-Czech al
liance in the event of internal disturbances. But Czechoslovakia has 
her troubles vis-a-vis France too. It is not only the old complaint that 
the ally shows so little readiness to make economic sacrifices for her 
political friends, a complaint which Delbos had to assuage by all 
kinds of promises on his journeys, not only to the other allied capi
tals, but also to Prague. There is above all the alarming uncertainty 
whether, in consequence of German rearmament and German de~ 
fensive works on the Western frontier, French military assistance, 
if it came, would not come too late. And in connection with France's 
shaken authority as a Great Power and her domestic difficulties, the 
question is already being raised in frank conversations whether from 
the point of view of French policy the alliance with Czechoslovakia 
should no longer be regarded as a source of strength, but rather as 
a burden. 

Little Entente; Hungary. 
The Little Entente lives on, but it, too, is a source of anxiety. At 

each of the many meetings-in 1937, in addition to the meetings of 
the Foreign Ministers in Belgrade~8 and Sinaia89 came the visits of 
Tatarescu to Prague,9o of Benes to Belgrade,91 of King Carol to 
Seelowitz,D2 as well as the meeting of the three Prime Ministers in 
June on board a Danube steamer93-the official publications are able 
to report [wissen ..... zu berichten] unshakable unanimity within 
this alliance. But not only has the conversion of this anti-Hungarian 
alliance into a general defensive pact, as urged by Paris and Prague, 

11 See footnote 20, p. 69. 
11 In April 1934. 
• April1-2, 1937. 
• August 31,1937. 
• An unofficial visit in early 1937. 
11 On April 4, 1937. 
• On November 3,1937. 
• On June 17, 1937, near Kladovo. 
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failed, not only is there no longer any mention of individual pacts 
by Rumania or even Yugoslavia with Soviet Russia, such as Titu
lescu 94 was still urging in the autumn of 1936, but Yugoslavia's re
lationship with France, and that of Rumania to France, seem to 
have lost a good deal of their significance. The end of the Little En
tente's common line of foreign policy came when Count Ciano paid 
his visit to Belgrade in the spring of 1937 95 and thereby initiated 
friendly relationship between Yugoslavia and her powerful neighbor. 
And now in Rumania, after Tatarescu's defeat at the polls, a new 
Government is at the helm whose general political trend both Prague 
and Paris appear to mistrust intensely, and about whom there pre
vails doubt as to whether they will make the concessions to the 
Hungarian minority in Transylvania, which would constitute the 
chief prerequisite for the detente between Hungary on the one hand 
and the countries of the Little Entente on the other, so earnestly 
desired by Czechoslovakia. Thus, as to the Little Entente's being an 
asset brought forward from the preceding year, there remains for 
Prague but the faith that Italy no longer works, as formerly, to 
wreck this alliance, but favors agreement between her and Hungary. 

Italy. 
Czechoslovakia's relationship with Italy has remained correct but 

cool, and has now become almost without importance. The tendency 
is, more or less convincingly, to make the best of the new friendship 
between Rome and Belgrade, the Rome-Berlin Axis, and especially 
of the fact that hardly a hope remains of playing off Italy against 
Germany in Austria. What cannot be altered must be put up with. 

Poland. 

Relations with Poland have not improved; Warsaw has always 
shown cool reserve toward Czech wooing. Certain concessions made 
to the Polish minority in the area of .Mlihrisch-Ostrau96 toward the 
end of the year have for the time being remained politically ineffec
tive. 

Portugal. 

The rupture of diplomatic relations with Portugal in the month 
of August, on account of preferential treatment of Red Spain in 
the matter of purchases of war material, was, for propaganda reasons, 

.. Rumanian Foreign Minister; excluded on the formation of the Tatarescu 
Cabinet in August 1936 . 

.. 1\Iarch 26, 1937, when the Halo-Yugoslav political and trade treaties were 
signed, establishing relations between the two countries on a basis of friendship. 

"'C1.ech: Moravska Ostrava in northeastern Moravia, the principal area of the 
Polish minority. 
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very unpleasant for the Czechoslovak Government. However, no 
consequences of any importance have resulted from this. 

League of Natio'ftB; Danube Basin; Hodza Plan. 

Against this the further weakening of the League of Nations by 
Italy's withdrawal,DT and Germany's announcemen~ that she would 
on no condition reenter it,98 were heavy blows for Czechoslovakia, 
insofar as thereby the hope was finally wrecked that, under the aegis 
of the League of Nations, a new balance of power might evolve in 
Europe, within which .this country too might find its secure place. 
The League of Nations, now so one-sided and weakened, could hardly 
continue to offer any stay and support to its members, and above all 
was less in a position than formerly to carry through a peaceful set
tlement in cases of international conflict. The thought may therefore 
suggest itself to the Governments of the Danubian countries, in
cluding Bulgaria, to create a kind of substitute through closer union 
between themselves. There is no doubt that this idea plays a cer
tain 99 part in Benes' deliberations and it represents, as it were, .the 
foreign policy side of the, originally, purely politico-economic plan 
drawn up by Hodza. Here, it is true, there is no longer, as a year 
ago, any question of erecting a dam aghinst German need for ex
pansion toward the Southeast, even though this aspect may be pre
sented in Paris and London. The primary condition for the reali
zation of such ideas, however, was the bridging over of the antago
nism between Hungary and the countries of the Little Entente, which 
has been attempted, but so far could not be brought to fruition; the 

. next equally important condition was approval by Germany and 
Italy. 

As regards the "Hodza plan"1 itself, i.e., the concept of a politico
economic linking together of the Danubian States by means of a 
kind of preferential system, its originator had tried to promote the 
idea on the occasion of his visit to the British coronation celebra
tions2 that he had received French approval, and apparently in Lon
don too, _had confirmed a certain interest which, it must be added, 
does not appear to have crystallized itself into a promise. According 
to a remark by the American Minister in Vienna3 and reported at the 
time in the press here, the United States also would be satisfied with 

., On December 11, 1937. 
• The German official press agency (D.N.B.) statement to this eft'ect issued on 

December 12, 1937. 
• The word "certain" is crossed out by hand in the original. 
1 The plan evolved and pursued by Hodza since 1936 for the economic federation 

of the Danube area. 
•May 1937. 
1 Mr. G. T. Emmett. 
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preferential tariffs, provided these remained strictly confined to the· 
Danubian States. The same theme was taken up by Hodza in June 
last year at the meeting of the Prime Ministers of the Little Entente, 
and it then became a subject of negotiations at the conferences of the 
three Foreign Ministers. It was decided first of all to get the 
views of the German and Italian Governments before going further. 
Since that time, however, no official inquiries have, to my knowledge, 
been addressed either to Berlin or Rome. Moreover, it is known 
that both Benes and Krofta look very skepticaJly on Hodza's polit
ico-economic plan. Nor was it mentioned by either at the visit of . 
the French Foreign Minister to Prague, as Krofta has assured me. 
As, however, there was in Hodza's speech on the 20th anniversary 
of the l'ecognition of the Legionaries a sentence regarding the de
sired cooperation of the Danubian States which, although not very 
clear, might still refer to the "Plan," I also asked the Prime Minis
ter about it. The latter confirmed my supposition, and remarked 
besides that he touched upon these things with Delbos only in order 
to remind him of the assent given by his predecessor in office. In 
this connection Hodza poh_1ted out to me, what is certainly correct, 
that all six Danubian States without exception would cooperate with 
us very willingly, but that no one of them felt inclined to place itself 
exclusively under German political influence. He thought, moreover, 
that the time had come to take up the question of cooperation. In 
whatever way this question is going to be interpreted by the German 
Government, it is advisable to watch carefully the further develop-· 
ment of the economic or political rapprochement of the Danubian 
States in order, as heretofore, to discourage such efforts by standing 
aloof or else by guiding them. into the desired channels. If the 
principle is adhered to, which was once expressed last year by a 
high German authority, that in regulating relations in the Danube 
Basin the participating countries should feel themselves as the sub
Jects, and should not be allowed to become the objects, there would 
hardly be any fear, in case of cooperation of these countries with us 
and Italy, that such a relationship might be felt to be a crushing 
burden. Of course if this were the case it would perforce chal).ge 
into open hostility toward us at the first favorable opportunity. Be
cause of geographical position, racial and historical reasons, there
lationship to us, both of Austria and Czechoslovakia, .must always 
be different from that of the other Danubian States. 

Austria. 

As regards Austria, the efforts initiated by Hodza at the begin
ning of 1936 toward the establishment of a certain community of 
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interests have not been resumed in the past year. The significance 
of Hodza's journey to Baden near Vienna, where Schuschnigg paid 
the return visit, 5 for which he did not want to come to Prague, was 
overrated by the German press at the time. Nothing came of it and 
nothing could come of it, because the Berlin-Rome Axis is too im
portant for Austria, and too weighty to allow of digressions with 
the Czechs, even if this were desired; and furthermore, because the 
Czechoslovak Government wish to and must avoid everything that 
would arouse mistrust in Berlin, and render an improvement in the 
relations with Germany still more difficult than is anyhow the case 
already. Austria continues to be nursed by Prague, but the idea of 

· finding any backing there against Germany has been written off. 
The Amch71usa is still feared in Prague now as before; if it hap
pened, not a finger could be raised to prevent it by their own efforts. 
The Restoration8 is not being promoted by Prague; that iron is too 
hot. 

Germany. 

The establishment of permanently good relations with the German 
Reich has become for Czechoslovakia the most important and vital 
question.· No matter how greatly the feelings of the Czechoslovak 
people, who have achieved national independence by a revolution 
against Germanism after many centuries of struggle, may be op
posed to this idea, and even if the Left Wing elements in Czecho-

. slovakia and all that come under Jewish or Masonic influence per
sist in passionate rejection of National Socialism, everyone in this 
land knows today that a friendly relationship with Germany can 
alone guarantee state and national self-determination. For neither 
the League of Nations nor a far-reaching treaty system any longer 
offers adequate protection vis-a-vis the potential dangers which a 
dark future may hold concealed in her womb, and her internal re
sources, even if strained to the uttermost, are insufficient to defend 
the country longer than a few weeks at best. The foreign policy 
problem of a rapprochement with Germany is further complicated by 
its connection with internal questions, i.e., the necessity to purchase 
improvement of relations with us by concessions to the Sudeten Ger
man element, hence with the renunciation of the heretofore privileged 
positwn of the Czech element within the State. The heavy charges on 
the debit side of German-Czech relations during the year just con
cluded originated from these three roots: fear of the predominance of 
the German Reich and of an attack considered possible at any time; 

• On September 27, 1937. See document No. 4, p. 18 for contemporary report 
on this. 

• Le., the restoration of the Habsburg dynasty in Austria. 
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ideological hostility to National Socialism, personified first and 
foremost in the press of the Left and the emigreS/ and, lastly, hatred 
of the Sudeten German Party for its fight against Czech hegemony 
and for its ideological association with the guiding principle of ~he 
Third Reich. Out of the misuse of the counterespionage service by 
military and police authorities, as well as by the judiciary, out of 
the attempted application of the laws of National Defense to the 
expropriation of Reich-German landed property and the ousting of 
Reich-Germans of the frontier areas, where the new fortification 
belt is rising, a number of grave incidents have ensued, the clearing 
up of which has not yet been completed. Numerous improprieties of 
the press and the notorious affair of the Manes exhibition7 have 
stirred up German public opinion still further. The bitterness 
caused in the Reich by the deprivation of Sudeten Germans of their 
civil rights found its sharpest expression on the occasion of the ill
treatment of the Sudeten German Party Deputy K. H. Frank by 
police officials in Teplitz-SchOnau. 

All these things are symptoms which reveal deeper seated causes. 
President Benes; Hodza, the Prime Minister; and Krofta, the 
Foreign Minister, i.e., the men who in virtue of their official position· 
and intellectual standing can be considered as the leading personali
ties in the body politic, are endeavoring to r.emove these causes 
wherever possible in order to pave the way to a secure future. A 
certain measure 'of success has not been denied them. The mass of 
the emigres have been removed from the frontier areas and larger 
towns and taken to smaller places in the interior o{ the country. A 
beginning has been made to muzzle or suppress the emigre press. As 
a result of sustained persuasion by the highest authorities, the tone 
of the other papers toward Germany has become considerably more 
guarded and correct. Relaxation of censorship policy toward Reich
German publications, especially those which serve the spreading of 
National Socialist thought, was under consideration, and recognition 
of the Party organization may be expected. The civil authorities 
have plucked up courage and put a check on the military authorities, 
who until now have been doing as they pleased, with the- tesult thl\t 
proceedings under the notorious Defense Law against Reich-Germans 
-of whom there are more than 30,000 in Czechoslovakia, the greater 
number of whom live in the frontier area-can be taken, if at all, 
only in exceptional cases. The idea that, in order to render possible 
better relations with the Reich, conr.essions must be made to the 

'An exhibition of anti-Fascist cartoons in the Manes cafe in Prague in the 
summer of 1937, which occasioned a protest by the German Minister as insulting 
to the German State. 
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Sudeten Germans looked like heresy even 1% years ago; now it is 
being discussed daily, either approvingly or disapprovingly, thanks 
to pressure from abroad and the influence of their own Government. 
It is true that there is nothing defini~ as to the measure of such 

· concessions. It is, however, a good sign that just now, at the turn of 
the year, the chairman of the Czech Agrarian Party, Beran, should, 
in his Party newspaper Venkov, appeal for an amicable Settlement 
with the G~rman minority, and what is more, even with the Sudeten 
German Party which so far had been forced into the opposition, an 
appeal which has attracted great attention among the public here 
and for the time being, it is true, is meeting with strong opposition. 

In the past year official intercourse between Czechoslovakia and 
the Reich has gone oli undisturbed in sp~te of tension and agitation, 
as was also recognized by Krofta in his latest expose before the 
Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee. Treaties were ratified 
and new agreements concluded; the commercial intercourse, im
portant to both sides, _:was regulated for a further year after short 
negotiations. In spite of internal opposition, the Czechoslovak 
Government has placed thousands of Sudeten German agricultural 

· seasonal workers at our disposal. The reestablishment of our com
plete sovereignty over the German rivers was accepted withoi!t op
position, and, in consequence of Bene.S' personal intervention, the 
Prague Government have declared their readiness to join in a pre
liminary technical study of the Oder-Danube Canal project.8 The 
question of flags in steamer traffic on the Elbe was decided in ac-
cordance with the German proposal.9 · 

The most import~nt event for Czechoslovak foreign policy in 
general, and for German-Czechoslovak relations in particular, was 
the visit of Lord Halifax to Berlin and,. as its first consequence, 
Delbos' visit to Prague. For, on the one hand, the danger, feared 
above all else by Czechoslovakia, of being left alone in the wilder
ness in the eventuality, however remote, of an Anglo-German rap
prochement, or of a detente between the Western Powers and Ger
many and Italy, was disposed of; and, on the other hand, the moment 
long and patiently awaited by BeneS seemed to be approaching when 
he can alter his foreign policy without appearing to alter it, when 
he, by participating in the conciliatory move by France and Britain, 
cori.Td keep their sympathy or assistance, and simultaneously trans
fer the center of gravity of his policy to the good relationship with 
Germany which was to be hoped for. Assuming that he wants to 

• The project originated by Czechoslovakia for such a canal to protect their 
coal export trade to Southeastern Europe against German competition, facllltated 
by the Rhine-Danube Canal under construction by Germany. 

• See . .footnote 20, p. 13. · 
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execute this veering movement, it is a help to him that at the 
moment his Russian alliance, so offensive to us, has become practi
cally unimportant. There remains, th~refore, at present only the 
Sudeten German question as main obstacle to the desired rapproche
ment with Germany. I consider it probable that in this matter he 
will make any concessions which do not jeopardize the unity of his 
Government in order to take advantage of. a propitious moment 
which may perhaps never recur. 

'Ve should encourage him in this. but not make it too easy for 
him. For, some time or other, the willingness to improve the posi-' 
tion of the Sudeten Germans will decrease in proportion as the 
pressure which the enhanced power of the Reich and its noncom
pliant attitude toward Czechoslovakia exercises on the latter dimin
ishes. Added. to which we cannot be concerned only with support
ing the Sudeten Germans, but it must also be the aim of German 
policy to eliminate Czechoslovakia as a potential enemy in case of 
war. That, however, would not be possible if M. Benes succeeded 
by a new "Locarno," to attach himself to the Western Powers, or 
even to achieve a British guarantee in addition to the French 
alliance. Rather he must depend mainly on us for the security of 
his country. German policy should therefore be directed toward 
isolating Czechoslovakia in any future potential negotiations, but 
then to handle her so considerately that her French alliance gradu· 
ally loses its intrinsic value, in the same and even greater measure 
than is the case with the Franco-Polish alliance. 

But what if there is no detente between Germany Italy and Brit
ain/France, or if such a detente is still a long way off~ For such an 
eventuality I think I can draw conclusions from the, in general, ex-· 
ceedingly unsatisfactory development of Czechoslovak foreign poli~y 
in the past year, that Benes will nevertheless seek a gradual rapproche
ment to us, provided we make this in the slightest degree possible. 
After the Halifax visit to Berlin, but before Delbos' arrival in Prague, _ 
a very highly placed personality of this State made a remark which 
appeared to me to throw a spotlight on present trends of thought: 
the natural relationship of Czechoslovakia to the Reich should become 
the same as it was in the Middle Ages; it is true we must not try 
to lead the Czechs against the French. In the Middle Ages, the 
great era of the Czech people, they were independent in internal 
affairs, but dependent on the Holy Roman Empire in foreign affairs. 
The Czechoslovak problem is important enough for us and yet it is 
only a part of the problem of the Central European area. It would 
be a great and tempting goal for German policy, by the exercise of 

797664--49-vol. U-lS 
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moderate force and patience, to guide this problem along peaceful 
paths to ultimate solution. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 48 
1613/386624: 

Jl emorandum 

(Pol. I 187 g (IV)) 

Herr Kiinzel informed us that the invitation by the Austrian 
Federal Government to the Sudeten German Party for negotiations 
over certain questions10 was repeated recently, and to be precise, in 
the form of an invitation to the Semmering11 for a conversation. At 
the same time it was intimated that the Federal Chancellor12 would 
take part in the conversation. Herr Kiinzel added that, even despite 
this renewed invitation, the Sudeten German Party would maintain 
their noncompliant attitude. As for the rest, Konrad Henlein would 
·be in Berlin in the course of the coming week and opportunity would 
occur for discussion of outstanding questions. 

ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, January 18, 1938. 
[Marginal note initialed by Weizsii.cker on the 18th :] To Altenburg. 

· Request telephone call. 

No. 49 
1613/386625 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PRAGUE, January 20, 1938. 
A. III. 2. f. 2. (Pol. I 214 g (IV)) 

In reply to directive of 14th instant, Pol. I 6911 g (III) •13 

Enclosed herewith I have the honor to submit the text of your 
telegram No.2 of January 5,14 decoded here, which differs from the 
text of the copy sent with the directive indicated above. 

According to the wording of the telegraphic directive received 
here at the time it was to be assumed that, while a certain reserve as 
regards the presentation of the German viewpoint through the 

"' See document No. 39, p. 89. 
u Fifty miles southwest of Vienna. 
u Herr von Schuschnigg. 
u Not printed. 
u Document No. 44, p. 95. 
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Sudeten German Party seemed indicated by the competent Reich 
authorities, reserve vis-a-vis the Austrian proposal111 generally did 
not. In the meantime Deputy Frank has been informed in accord
ance with telegram No.4 of 11th instant.16 

EISENLOHR 

No. 50 
1940/434627-28 

Aide-Memoire From the Ozechoslovalc Legation in Be.rlin to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

URGENT 

Nr. 62b/38 

AmE-MEMOIRE 

JANUARY 22, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 746) 

(Pol. IV 428) 
Recently the Czechoslovak authorities have been approached by 

Czechoslovak citizens, who, by virtue of the law of March 9, 1937 
(Reichsgesetzblatt, part I, page 281) ,tT concerning the safeguarding 
of the Reich frontier and retaliatory measures, had been summoned 
to transfer their immovable property situated in Germany to a Reich 
citizen within a short time limit ( 3 months). 

Up to the present, the following cases have been recorded:-

J osef Lhota, house property in Oberullersdorf 123, Sachsen, 
Josef Pes, house property in Ostritz, Bernstadterstr. 229, 
Johann V alecka, he use property in Ostritz, 
Wenzel Cervenka, house property in Pethan, 
Franz Curda, house property in Vogelsdorf, . 
Emil Korner, landed property in Schreiberhau, Silesia, 
Sophie Eisler, landed property in Glogau. 

These orders were all the more surprising to the Czechoslovak 
authorities as the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs had suc
ceeded, in all cases which had been adversely settled, in suspending 
execution of the compulsory alienation of real rights owned by 
German nationals in the Czechoslovak Republic. Furthermore, that 
Ministry had held out a prospect of the revision of all cases pre
viously settled, and had given an assurance that the Czechoslovak 
authorities, in agreement with the Ministry, would act with good will 

•• ~ee document No. 39, p. 89. 
•• Document No. 45, p. 96. 
"This Reich Law of March 9, 1937, "concerning the protection of the Reich 

frontier and retaliatory measures," empowered the Minister of the Interior to take 
all measures necessary for the protection of the frontiers, and to take any suit
able retaliatory measures, in accordance with the laws of the Reich, against the 
persons or property of citizens of a foreign state according as similar measures 
were taken by the latter against any Reich citizen. 
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in order to avoid altogether, or as far as possible, the application 
of item (c) of paragraph 50 of the Czechoslovak 1aw of May 13, 
1936, .on the defense of the State18 (i.e., the compulsory transfer of 
real rights) • · 

The Legation of the Czechoslovak Republic is instructed to inform 
the Foreign Ministry that only an immediate revocation of the 
measures hitherto taken, with regard to the compulsory alienation 
of Czechoslovak real rights in Germany, would make it possible to 
exercise the above-mentioned Czechoslovak good will tmyard Reich
German owners of property. 

BERLIN, January 22, 1938. 
[Longhand note by Weizsacker :] I have told M. Mastny that this 

would imply exactly parallel behavior, i.e., terror against terror 
[Schreckzustand gegen Schreckzustand]. 

No. 51 
1940/434623-25 

The German Foreign Ministry to the (Jerman Legation 
in Czechoslovakia 

Draft 

BERLIN, January 24, 1938. 
(zu Pol. IV 377-388 (I)) 

Your telegrams Nos. 12 and 14 of January 19, 1938.19 

Please inform Czechoslovak Government, with reference to the 
settlement of the applications for reinstatement in the Jagerndorf 
case, that we are ready, having regard to the promise given to rein
state the dismissed Reich-Germans, to postpone for a month, until 
March 1, 1938, the date envisaged for countermeasures. At the same 
time, please hint that we, of course, shall be forced finally to make 
available as many jobs of Czechoslovak nationals in Germany as 
Reich-Germans have lost posts at Jagerndorf through the action of 
the Czechoslovak administrative authorities. For the above purpose, 
submission of the data necessary . for decision should be requested 
prior to expiry of time limit. 

As regards the demands for the transfer of landed property, I am 
in agreement with your proposal that the Czechoslovak Government 
shoUld be informed of our readiness to cancel the German transfer 
measures as soon as we have been informed by the Legation of the 
formal withdrawal of the corresponding Czechoslovak provisions. 
Please point out, in ·support of the observations already made by 

•The National Defense Law; see footnote 18, p. 12. 
• Neither printed. 
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the Legation, that we, moreover, expect the withdrawal of the Czecho
slovak expropriation measures, not only in respect of Jiigerndorf, 
but generally to cover all such measures which have been enacted 
in Czechoslovakia at all to.the prejudice of Reich-Germans. So far 
as is known, this has taken place hitherto in 18 cases apart from 
Jiigerndor!. If cases arise, the Legation should be in possession of 

. further material on the subject. Finally, you should add to your 
communication that the 6 demands for transfer already known to 
the Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry are but a part of' the total of 
25 decrees issued during the course of the German countermeasures, 
and concerning which the Czechoslovak Government should obtain 
full information through their Legation in the Reich in the course . 
of the n~xt few days. 

MAcKEN SEN 
[Longhand note:] N.B. The draft represents the outcome of the 

conversations between the Reichsfuhrer-SS,20 the A.O., and the AA.,21 

held on January 21, 1938. 

No. ·52 
1940/434610-15 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation -
·in Czechoslovakia 

Draft 

VERY URGENT BERLIN, January 26, 1938, 
(zu Pol. IV 240 (II)) 

Subject: Effects on Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia of the National 
Defense Law. 

Your report of November 18, 1937 (Consular Division B. I. 7. b. 
gen.).22. 

The large number of measures taken against Reich-Germans in 
virtue of the Czechoslovak National Defense Law,23 notices of dis
miss~!, expulsions, demands for the transfer of landed property, 
obstacles put in the way of owners of concerns of military importance 
in the management of their undertakings, etc., have forced the Lega
tion to press for the annulment of these measures. The report of 
November 18, 1937, threw light on the effects of the National Defense 
Law and on the steps taken by the Legation. 

All the more are doubts evoked by the evasive attitude of the 
Czechoslovak Government which, by promising amicable examina-

•Himmler. 
11 The German abbreviation for the Foreign Ministry (Auswitrtigea Amt). 
11 Not printed. 
• See footnote 18, p. 12. 
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tion and presumably complete annulment of the various measures 
by the competent administrative and national defense authorities, 
have avoided giving a decision of their own on the totality of these 
measures. The behavior of the Prague Foreign Ministry in particu
lar, therefore, often seems merely a cloak for the deliberate action 
of the authorized officials under the National Defense Law against 
the Reich-German element in Czechoslovakia. The efforts of the 
Legation to achieve through normal diplomatic channels the annul
ment of the measures taken a·gainst Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia 
have so far, unfortunately, not met with any accommodating attitude 
on the part of Czechoslovakia • 

.An exception is provided by the Jiigerndorf case,2• the apparently 
favorable evolution of which would seem to be attributable to the 
impression created by the reciprocal German measures against Czecho
slovak citizens anq their landed property in Germany.25 

This incident indicates that effective intercession on behalf of the 
Reich-Germans concerned will only be possible if all cases of the 
application to Reich-Germans of the National Defense Law are 
grouped together to form the subject of the complaints and the 
countermeasures of the Reich. In view of the manner in which the 
National Defense Law is being carried out against Reich-Germans, 
its application is for us absolutely intolerable. The latest develop
ment of the Jiigerndorf case seems to show that the Government of 
Czechoslovakia, under pressure of the retaliatory measures under
taken, is beginning to respect this point of view. In this COIUlection, 
therefore, the further suggestions advanced by the Legation can be 
applied and carried out as follows: 

The treatment of so many Reich-Germans as enemy aliens would 
exacerbate public opinion in the Reich against the Czechs to an 
extraordinary degree. The discussion initiated to clarify relations 
between Prague and Berlin would be gravely prejudiced. Moreover, 
it must not be overlooked that we are in a position. to retort to such 
treatment of Reich nationals in Czechoslovakia with countermeasures 
difficult for that State to tolerate. In the event of an abnormal 
development of relations between Czechoslovakia and the Reich, 
thousands of worlanen, and in particular thousands of Czechoslovak 
traders, would incur the danger of having to leave Germany. The 
legislation of the Reich would have to take into consideration the 
mood of the German people, unfavorably impressed by the measures 
of the Czechoslovak authorities, and enact special legislation regard:
ing the legal position of Czechoslovak nationals in the Reich (known 

10 See footnote 23, p. 70. 
• See documents Nos. 35, 36, 40, and 42, pp. 76, 77, 92, and 94. 
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to be some 200,000). The considerable influence of Reich-German 
firms well provided with capital on the Czechoslovak economic system 
might, under the impression of unfavorable relations between th~ 
two States, be subjected to direct restraints which would have a very 
disastrous effect on the employment figures of Czechoslovak industry. 

Should the Czechoslovak Government, contrary to expectation, not 
acquiesce in this point of view and not abandon their previous pro
ceedings, even when the Legation brings to their knowledge once 
more the total number of measures taken against Reich-Germans, 
then the German Government will be forced in that case to draw 
conclusions of the above-mentioned kind. The object would then be, 
by means of retaliatory measures, to force the Government of Czecho
slovakia to suspend the application of the National Defense Law 
against Reich-Germans. 

In order to judge the extent of the consequential measures which 
the German Government will have to put into force, you are re
quested to report further and comprehensively on the extent of. the 
measures against ·Reich-Germans, based on the National Defense 
Law. The report of N~vember 18, 1937, enclosed lists of evictions, 
withdrawals of residence permits, refusals of work permits, and 
dismissals, and demands for the compulsory assignment of landed 
property, and from the further continuation of these lists supple
mentary information is available, which you are requested to forward 
as soon as possible. This does not affect the request already made 
for information on the Jagerndorf incidents. Kindly send forward 
also a report on any other measures carried out by Czechoslovak 
officials on the basis of the National Defense Law. Please also notify 
any cases which have been settled by the departure of the Reich
Germans concerned. I am informed by the Administration of the 
A.O., which is particularly concerned with the restoration of secure 
living conditions for Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia, that the fol
lowing measures against Reich-Germans by Czechoslovak authorities 
under the National Defense Law have been reported to it: 

Withdrawal of residence permit: 
1. J esussek, Emil } . 
2. Skowronnek, Karl Antoschowitz. 
3. Kremser, Josef Odersch. 

Refusal of work permit or dismissal: 
4. Schinner, Fritz Neudorf near Mii.hrisch-TrUbau. 
5. Marinek, Karl Briinn (subsequently left). 
6. Buchner, Franz Falkenau/Elbe. 
7. Schmidt, Adolf Jii.gerndorf. 
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If otice to hand O'IJer landed property: 
8. Miiller, Oskar Falkenau/Elbe. 
9. Essbach, W. · Schwaderbach (in this case, it is not 

quite clear whether the demand has 
actually been made or has merely been 
threatened). 

You are requested also to pay special attention to these cases. 

To sum up, I welcome the fact that the Legation, seeing the dis
tress which the National Defense Law has caused to our Reich
German fellow countrymen in Czechoslovakia and the burden im
posed on the whole course of German-Czechoslovak relations by this 
treatment of Reich-German citizens, has acted with the utmost 
energy to protect the Reich-Germans. You are requested, in carry
ing out this instruction, to report as soon as possible on the outcome 
of the proposed representations to the Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry. 

No. 53 
2379/497742-52 

B[ISMARCK] 

A[LTENBURG] 

H[EINBURG] 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 2. allg. PRAGUE, February 4, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 800) 

Subjects: 
, Tension in domestic politics and reasons therefor. 
Tendency of the Coalition Government and its disadvantages. 
Social Democrats and Activists afraid of being dropped. 
The Sudeten German Party in opposition to the parliamentary 
. system parties. 
The danger of its radicalization. 
BeneS' speech at Reichenberg. 
February 18, 1937. 
Konrad Henlein's speech of February 28. · 
The Sudeten German Party's motion for a national defense law. 
The sabotaging o~ the February resolutions. 
The decline of the Activists. 
TQ{lay the Sudeten German Party alone is a partner in negotia-

tions with the Government. 
The President's Christmas message and Hodza's plans. 
Conversation with Konrad Henlein. 
His wish to have his rear covered by Germany. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

In domestic politics in Czechoslovakia excitement prevails· at pres
ent, as is otherwise only normal before an election campaign. The 
parties are sending their Ministers out to make speeches in the 
provinces and their newspapers are attacking each other vehemently. 
Rumors are rife of an impending' transformation of the Govern• 
ment,28 but at the same time semiofficial assurances are being given 
that there is no intention of a fundamental change in coalition policy, 
and that perhaps only one or two Ministers will be replaced by 
younger blood. The usual huckstering for a reshufHe of offices seems 
also to be in progress again. In itself all this would be very unin
teresting. Yet the deep-seated uneasiness, especially ·of the Czech 
Social Democrats and the 'German Activist parties,29 indicates that 
fundamentally something else is involved, or rather is beginning to 
be involved, namely, the creation of the domestic political conditions 
for the revision of relations with the German Reich, considered 
necessary by the leaders of the State, and thus also of the relations 
between Czechs and Slovaks on the one hand and the Sudeten Ger
mans on the other. 

• For the constitution of the Coalition Government, see footnote 3, p. 2. The 
threatened break-up of the coalition was brought on by the New Yeat• article 
of Dr. Heran (leader of the Czech Agrarian Party) advocating the inclusion of 
thP Slovak People's Party and the National Alliance in the Government, and the 
conclusion of "an honoruble agreement with the Sudeten Germans" which arouSPd 
the anger of the Left-Wing elements in the country and Government. 

• The principal parties In the Republic were the Czech Agrarian Pat'ty led by 
Hortza, Right Wing, the largest Czechoslovak party, uud rept·e:-~ented in the Couli
tiuu Govemment of Dr. Hodza: the National Democrat Pat·ty, strongly nationnl
ist, Right Wing and anti-Hene§ and in alliance since 1934 with the Fascist group 
led by Strlbrny, joined Hodza's coalition In 1038: the Social Democrat, the second 
largest party, dating back to the prewar era, Left Wing, and the second strongest 
pat·ty In the Hodza Coalition Government; the Czechoslovak National Socialist 
Patty (Heneii' party), a socialist pat·ty but more nationalist and less socialist 
than the Social Democrats, represented in Hodza's coalition as the third stronge~o~t 
party : the People's Party led by l\lsgr. Sramek, a Catholic moderate party rept·e
sented in the Cabinet since 1921 and in Hodza's coalition: the Slovak Autonomist 
(or People's) Party led by l\lsgr. Hlinka (the Hlinka Party), a Slovak imd Catholic 
Party, supporters of a large measure of Slovak autonomy, the largest opposition 
party after the 1935 elections, opponents of lleneii, entered into negotiations with 
the Henleinists at the beginning of 1938: the Communist Party, the second largest 
opposition party after the 1935 elections and fom·th largest in the Republic, and 
common to all nationalities In it; the Sudeten German (Henlein) Party, founded 
by Henlein In October 1933 on the dissolution of the German National Socialist 
and German National Parties as the 8udetendeutache Heimatstront and changed 
to the 8udetendeutache Partei In 1934, emerged as the largest single party In the 
Republic at the 1935 elections (1,200,000 votes and 44 Deputies in Parliament, one 
less than the Czechoslovak Agrarian Party): the Activists-a name given to 
the three German parties in the Republic, the German Social Democrats, German 
Agrarians, and German Christian Socialists, which collaborated with the Czecho
slovak Government until after the Austrian A nachluaa ( l\larch 1938), when the 
two latter broke away and joined forces with Henlein, thereafter the German 
Social Democrats, led by Jaksch, being the only German party to support the 
Czechoslovak Govet·nruent. 
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For years Czechoslovak domestic politics have been based on a 
coalition of all parties of the two dominant peoples in the State, 
with the exception of the Communists and Monsignor Hlinka's 
Slovak Autonomist Party, which has remained in opposition, and 
also of the Czech National Democrats led, until his death, by Kramar, 
but including the three "Activist" Sudeten German parties. The latter 
are the Landbund, the Christian Social Party and the German Social 
Democrats. The German Democratic Party is not represented in the 
Government. 

Only one German Minister, the .Jewish 'social Democrat., Czech, 
holds a portfolio, that of Public Health. The German Ministers, in 
the Government since 1926,30 had up to last year achieved nothing 
at all for the Sudeten Germans. They only served the Government 
as a fig leaf to cover up chastely their anti-German policy, and one 
can only say that they did justice to a task anything but honorable. 
Moreover, the tendency and purpose of the Coalition Government was 
-and still is-to govern without the minorities, that is, against 
them. Only this negative factor as the core of the State structure 
united all these parties, from the Czech Social Democrats on the 
Left, through the Traders' Party [ Gewerbepartei], the Czech N a
tiona} Socialists and the Clericals, to the Agrarians on the Right. 
It is obvious that the leadership of a Government with such hetero
ge~eous elements, which of necessity adopt a different attitude to 
each question from their own peculiar angle, was not exactly a 
simple matter. It was helped by the fact that the leaders of the 
coalition parties sometimes agreed among themselves beforehand, 
and that, therefore, decisions were made by quite a smali circle of 
persons. The debates and divisions in Parliament are therefore some
times preconcerted and only serve to keep up the fa~ade of parlia
mentary democracy. In spite of this such an instrument of govern
ment is naturally very unwieldy, and proves impracticable when it is 
a question of being able to maneuver in the tempests of the times, or 
if necessary suddenly to steer the ship of state on a fresh course. 

The start of the present unrest was the well-known New Year 
article by Beran, leader of the Czech Agrarian Party, in which he 
adopted toward the' Sudeten German Party a more friendly tone 

. than_was previously considered compatible with Czech patriotism. 

• Prior to 1926 all the German parties had remained in opposition, but in that 
year the German Agrarians and German Christian Socialists joined the Govern
ment, and in 1929 the German Social Democrats did likewise; they also had 
:Ministers in the Cabinet After the 1935 election the German Christian Socialists 
remained outside the Government, but in October all three German "Activist" 
parties were In the Government. All these parties had seats in the Cabinet, but 
only one of their members, Czeeh, bad a portfolio (as Minister of Health). 
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As the speaker at a Party meeting Beran adhered to his attitude, 
and obtained the approval of his followers. Immediately the fear 
arose among Social Democrats and German Activists that they might 
be dropped from the Government. Even if it may not come to this 
for the moment, and Prime Minister Hodza's intentions only seem 
directed in the first instance to bringing the Slovak Autonomists 
and the Czech National Democrats into the Government, a gradual 
gravitation toward the Right can be considered as not impossible 
because it corresponds to the needs of the foreign political situation •. 
For a measurable time to come there can indeed be no serious talk o! 
the participation of the Sudeten German Party in the Government, 
which Henlein's opponents are already holding up as a bogey. In 
the course of future development, it is, however, not excluded that 
this question will also arise and that in consequence Henlein will 
one day be forced to make weighty and rapid decisions. 

The Sudeten German problem is the foc.us of things here; it has 
assumed the proportions of a European question as a result of. the 
interest evinced in it by Germany, Great Britain, and lately also by 
France. On its solution depend peace within the country and per
haps its external security also. The Czechs refused to admit this so 
long as everything went smoothly and so long as they could hope 
that the protagonists of Sudeten Germanism, the Sudeten German 
Party, might be liquidated by struggle or as the result of inner decay. 

Today this hope is buried. What seemed so terrible to the Czechs 
in the Sudeten German Party-and not wrongly so from their point 
of view-was not only its numerical strength, the ideological simi
larity with National Socialism, the "undemocratic" FUhrer principle, 
and the totalitarian claim, which, in accordance with the conditions 
here prevailing, naturally extends only to the German mi-nority and 
thus does not threaten the existence of the Czechs but only of the 
German Activist parties amenable to them, but it was above all the 
fact that this party does not claim to represent material or religious 
interests but the entire German section as such, by emphasizing the 
racial ideal. While, therefore, all other parties divide the population 
of the State into horizontal strata, according to their material. or 
religious interests, so that for example German and Czech Social 
Democrats, German Czech and Slovak Agrarians find themselves in 
the same camp to represent their interests, the Sudeten German Party 
took it upon itself to cut straight across these special interests, to 
split the population vertically and to gather together all Germans 
regardless of profession, station, or religion in a common defense 
against attacks on their national individuality. This is an example 
which must find adherents in the multinational State and may lead 
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to the dismemberment of the State. This is the real reason why, after 
its rise to power, the Sudeten German Party was not admitted into 
the Government, but forced into the opposition and immediately out
lawed as undemocratic. Intelligent Czech politicians have since re
gretted this as a serious mistake. The Sudeten German Party, too, 
has had to suffer from being in opposition, although this certainly 
has given it advantages, above all that of being hardened by severe 
combat. Condemned to being practically without influence, it could 
offer its adherents-not composed of idealists only-little more than 
inflammatory speeches. As a rising against the overwhelming power 
of the Government was pointless and the idea of a seizure of power 
like that of the N.S.D.A.P. in the Reich was an impossible goal for 
a minority, there remained for the increasingly agitated and radi
calized masses, who saw no tangible successes and no prospect of 
coming to power, only the hope of armed intervention by Germany. 
This hope, fed by a whispering campaign, was no secret to the Gov
ernment and is in contravention of the official party declarations of 
loyalty. There is great danger in this, especially at moments of 
excitement such as followed the Teplitz incident.32 This gives the 
Czechs the welcome argument that one cannot come to an under
standing with Henlein, either becau.se his statements are not honestly 
meant, or because his supporters do not regard them as binding on 
themselves. This is the "double track system" of Sudeten German 
politics so decried by the Czechs. 

In his Reichenberg speech of August 1936,33 that is in the first year 
of his Presidency, President BeneS tried to direct the Sudeten German 
problem into positive channels. His remarks were intended not only 
to inspire confidence in the Germans, but also as an exhortation to 
the Czechs. He satisfied neither. The Czechs, because they did not 
then understand the necessity of concessions; today they do under
stand, but cannot yet bring themselves to act. The Germans, because 
BeneS offered too little; he was trying to achieve a rapprochement 
between the minority and the State by granting the former consid
eration, in proportion to their number, in the budget of the various 
departments and by a gradual decentralization of the administration, 
while keeping the direction of affairs firmly in the hands of the 
State authorities. Proportional representation in the sphere of the 
civil service, however, would mean that the German minority, which 

n See footnote 31, p. 20. 
n Made on August 19, 1936, at Reichenberg (Liberec)-an important speeeh In 

whieh he outlined his conception of the roles of the Czechs and Germans In the 
Republie, called for collaboration in political and economic spheres and the cessa
tion of the exaggeration of racial differences, and dwelt at length on the minor
ity probte~ in Czechoslovakia in a tone of concil~ation. 
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constitutes little more than a fifth of the population of the State 
as a whole, would at the end of the promised measures of pacifi
cation provide one-fifth of the civil servants in, say Slovakia or 
Carpathian Ruthenia, a matter in which the Sudeten Germans have 
no interest at all, but likewise only one-fifth in the Sudeten German 
area. They would thus perpetually be under the rod of Czech offi
cials, and this, of course, is only one sphere out of many, although 
one of the most important. 

At the beginning of 1937 Prime Minister Hodza went a step fur
ther. He negotiated with the three Activist parties in the Govern
ment on the basis of a program put forward by them ( cf. report of 
February 22, 1937-A. III. 2. f. 2.).84 The result of the 3 weeks of 
negotiation, which ended on February 1S, 1937, was not laid down 
in any treaty or even law, but only by an official announcement by· 
the Government as their unilateral decision.85 Its substance was 
inadequate; it amounted substantially to this, that th~ German 
minority, and all others as well, could enter into the enjoyment of 
their constitutional rights. Nevertheless, this was only meant as a 
beginning. Apart from the good intention, perceptible in spite of 
all caution, the Government were certainly also pursuing the second
ary aim of giving fresh impetus to the Activist parties, who take the 
credit among their supporters and also abroad for what has been 
achieved, and thus of prejudicing the Sudeten German Party. The 
latter got into a difficult position. If the Government carried out 
their intentions, if the situation of the Sudeten Germans substantially 
improved as a result of the Activist negotiations, and the threaten
ing pressure of the Czech State authorities were appreciably relaxed 
in the Sudeten German area, then the Sudeten German Party voters 
would not be indebted to their own party leaders for all that. Kon
rad Henlein therefore stated in his speech at Aussig [Usti] on Feb
ruary 28, last year, that the Government's attitude to the memorial 
of the German "splinter parties" could not be regarded as a serious 
effort, the results being only meager promises. He demanded pro
tection of the homeland and safeguarding of the racial frontier, 
recognition of the principle of racial self-administration and its reali
zation for all nationalities and national groups, and compensation 
to the Sudeten Germans for the injustices done to them since 1918. 
He further announced draft laws on the institution of a national 
register of racial membership,86 the comprehension of a racial group 
as a corporation under public law with uniform representation, as 

.. Not printed. 
11 See footnote 11, p. 7. 
• See footnote 10, p. 6. 
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well as th~ realization "of self-determination and codetermination 
within the settlement area and also in all central State organizations." 
The drafts announced were prepared in great haste, and presented 
to Parliament by the Sudeten German Party on April 27, last year 
(enclosures to report of April30, 1937-A. III. 2. f. 2.).37 Immedi
ately rejected unanimously by the Czech press as unworthy of dis
cussion, these proposals are now, after the lapse of almost a year, to 
come up before the Constitutional Committee of the Chamber of 
Deputies for debate. The discussion may be fruitful if it is well 
conducted; it may above all be of use in clearing up the opposing 
views and reconciling them in many cases. But the rejection of the 
proposed laws is certain, for how can it be expected that a majority 
could be obtained in this Parliament for canceling, by a vote on one 
law, all the victories achieved by the Czechs in the Sudeten German 
areas in 20 years of tenacious penetration since the revolution~ At a 
critical moment last year the draft laws succeeded in weakening the 
impression of February 18 among the Sudeten German people. This 
was their primary object. :Moreover, they are not the last word in 
wisdom, for it is impossible to delimit from one another the races 
in the Bohemian region by means of a hedge of legal paragraphs, or 
to bring to a stop the eternal conflict between Germans and Czechs 
in all spheres of cultural, economic, and political life by threaten
ing so many weeks or months· of imprisonment in each individual 
case. The draft laws breathe the spirit of self-defense; the minority 
tried to take refuge from the majority .under the cloak of the law
giver. This is no longer a necessity for the Sudeten German Party; 
today it is on the offensive. February 18 did not have the dreaded 
unfavorable effect on the electorate. If last summer the Govern
ment's intention was to hold the overdue communal elections, at 
least .in certain districts, in the hope that these would show a de
cline in the strength of the Sudeten German Party, and if the latter 
then regarded such elections with doubt and misgiving, the hopes of 
the one and the fears of the other were soon dissipated; the Govern
ment have postponed the. elections indefinitely, because they had to 
admit that they would lead to another great success for the Sudeten 
German Party. The reason for this lay chiefly iri the fact that the 
Czechoslovak civil servants and Czech public opinion did not pursue 
the prominority initiative introduced by the Government, but, as 
Bene8 publicly stated in his speech at Krumau, sabotaged the Gov
ernment's intentions. It is not so easy to exorcise the spirits of 
chauvinism and racial hatred once they have been conjured up, and 

., Not printed. 
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to change the temper of a people and induce in them an attitude of 
reasonable conciliation, when for 20 years they have been drunk with 
victory and have continually been incited against everything German. 
Prime Minister Hodza was constantly kept informed by a number 
of Sudeten German deputies, such as Kundt, Peters, Rosche, and 
Neuwirth, about.what was going on in the provinces; 4_ow the in
fluence of the Czech frontier-dwellers' unions was being exerted in 
undiminished measure on State and communal officials in the German 
area; ho~v the Germans were put at a disadvantage by State decrees, 
German schools closed and superfluous new Czech schools set up; how 
posts and official positions were given to Czechs instead of Germans, 
and how the police, courts, . and military authorities applied the 
National Defense Law to the unfortunate German population, thou
sands of whom went to prison on the pretext of suspected espionage. 
The Prime Minister, however, proved to be powerless in face of these 
happenings, which were· disclosed in their full extent by the Sudeten 
German Party deputies, as well as by the Activists in the budget 
debate in Parliament at the end of the year. Today, after having 
been excluded from the public life of the State for two decades, the 
Sudeten Germans hold 40,000 fewer official posts than are due to 
them under the population quota. Recently a young Activist deputy, 
Schlitz, of the Christian Social People's Party, and certainly a re
liable witness from the Czech point of view, stated in a speech at 
Aussig [Ustil that, so far, as a result of February 18, only 750 
Gernum candidates for official posts and 4,800 workers had been 
admitted to the service of the State, and he characteriz~d the ideology 
of the "Czech National State" as the greatest danger for pacification. · 
It was impossible, he continued, to lay down in Prague a policy on 
the lines of Febrmtry 18, and pursue one in the provinces dictated 
by frontier-dwellers' interests. 

The minority, however, no longer looks for its salvat~on to the 
Activists, whose negotiations have always been so unsuccessful, and 
with whom the Government have dealt only because the Sudeten 
German element had found determined representatives in the Sudeten 
German Party. These Activist parties, together representing a third 
of the German electorate, are played out; they have even become 
burdensome to the Government, to which they are no longer of use, 
for they have proved incompetent as an instrument with which to 
fight the Sudeten German Party, incompetent also as a mediator for 
the pacification of the minority, and. finally useless as a tool to hood
wink the outside world and cover u~ the internai conditions of this 
country. Even if, last summer, there was talk in Government circles 
of banning the Sudeten German Party or suppressing its press 
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organs, and if, after the Teplitz incident, a Government bill to cripple 
the Sudeten German Party was drafted and smuggled into Parlia
ment between the budget debate and the Christmas recess, develop
ments have now already gone beyond such possibilities and plans. 
Today the Government need the Sudeten German Party because, for 
reasons of foreign policy, the serious approach to the minority prob
lem can no longer be shelved, and because the administration needs 
for this a partner capable of negotiating, and one whose word carries 
weight with the Sudeten German people. As things stand, this . 
partner can only be Konrad Henlein. He has automatically become, 
even in the eyes of the Government, the "mouthpiece" of the Sudeten 
German people, as demanded in the most important of the Racial 
Protection Bills.40 The reason that it came to this lies, in addition 
to the Czech public's inability up to the present to learn wisdom, in 
the growing power of the German Reich as well as in the unfavor
able development of the foreign political situation of Czechoslovakia. 
In this connection I would venture to refer to my report on the 
occasion o;f the Delbos visit and to the annual report on foreign 
policy dated January 12, of this year (A. Ill. 1. allg.).41 

In consequence, BeneS dealt with the minority problem again in his 
last Christmas message (cf. report of December 25, 1937-No. A. 
III. 1.) 42 and last December Hodza spoke to me of his intention to 
transfer almost all existing German officials, and, subsequently, new 
German recruits as they arrived, to the Sudeten German area and to 

. create a. new "February lS," out of which perhaps a "March 18" might 
develop, but this not witll the Activists, but also with the Sudeten 
German Party. 

In view of this state of affairs, and having regard to the vague
ness and fragility of the general internal political situation, men
tioned at the beginning of this report, the question arises for the 
Sudeten German Party whether to persevere under the slogan "all 
or nothing'' in its hitherto unswerving, but also fruitless, position of 
opposition, or whether the moment has come for it to grasp the 
proffered hand, take its place at the conference table, and attempt to 
work for the gradual solution of a problem which, according to 
BeneS, is not only a political but also a. psychological one, and which, 
therefore, can only be attacked and settled by degrees. And possibly 
the fUrther questions may arise whether the Sudeten German Party 

•te., the laws proposed by the Sudeten German Party in Parliament in April 
1937; see footnote 10, p. 6. 

• Document No. 47, p. 97. 
• Not printed; the message referred to his conversations with the French 

Foreign Minister Delbos on the policy of conciliation, and in the same conciliatory 
terms to the settlement of the minority problem and its international implications. 
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will be willing to negotiate alongside the Activists and whether it 
will later be inclined to enter the Government. I have had a long 
talk with Konrad Henlein on these points, and when I realized that 
he was not clear in his mind on any of these issues, I advised ,him 
to reflect on them so that he might be prepared and resolute for any 
eventuality which might arise. Henlein expressed to me his convic· 
tion that the Sudeten German people would follow him willingly, 
whatever his attitude in this or that case. But he needed support 
in the rear from the Reich and therefore must be certain that his 
decisions harmonized with those of the Reich Government. Above· 
all he must know whether we were still interested in maintaining the 
fissure between Germans and Czechs, or whether we concurred in the 
attempt at gradual conciliatory settlement. Ianswered Henlein that 
he would probably always have sufficient time before taking any 
decisions of principle to address the necessary inquiry to Berlin, 
either through his representatives there or through myself. In gen· 
eral it might be said that all governments envisage at least two dif· 
ferent types of policy for the attainment of their political aims, one 
based on peaceful means and the other as a last resort. As long as 
Reich policy could achieve its vital objectives by peaceful means, 
and so far there was no cause to doubt this, he might reckon only . 
with a peaceful policy on Germany's part, as proclaimed often enough 
by the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor. Therefore he need only adjust 
his own policy to meet this eventuality. The negotiations with the 
Czechoslovak Government on Sudeten German affairs must, when 
the time came, be conducted by him or his mandatory; they could 
not be conducted by us. We would advise, support, and privately 
help him, but this did not signify carte blanche to cry for the moon. 
It would be necessary to maintain close "contact and keep each other 
informed about current developments and the ideas of both sides. 
If it ever came to the point of the Sudeten German Party's being in 
the Government, we would expect it to play its part in bringing 
Czechoslovakia out of the French into the German camp. 

Henlein promised to come to Prague every week, and, apart from 
the contact already existing between the Legation and his deputy, 
K. H. Frank, and the fraction of the Sudeten German Party, also to 
maintain regular personal contact with me. For his part, he ex· 
pressed the wish that I should inform the Reich Government of the 
present situation, and the possibilities which might sooner or later 

. arise from it, so as to prepare and facilitate attitudes and decisions 
which might become necessary. The foregoing exposition pu,rsues 
this purpose. 

EISENLOHB 
797&u-ca-wl, II-14 
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No. 54 
2004/442442-43 

Report From a Deputy of the Sudeten German Party (Kunzel)n 

SECRET [Undated.] 
REPORT ON THE CoNVERSATION BETWEEN DEPUTY K. H. ·FRANK AS 

KoNRAD HENLEIN's DEPUTY, DEPUTY Ki:iNzEL, DEPUTY KARMAS IN 

AND DR. KREISEL FOR THE SUDETEN GERMAN PARTY, AND DEPUTY 

l\IoNSIGNOR HLINKA FOR THE "SLOVAK PEoPLE's PARTY" AT 

ROSENBERG ON FEBRUARY 8, 1938 

ThA conversation came about on the occasion of a visit by the 
above-mentioned comrades to Hlinka at Rosenberg. Hlinka gave us 
a very cordial reception and repeatedly stated how pleased he was 
that it was now possible for him to make the acquaintance of leading 
personalities in the Sudeten German Party. After Frank had drawn 
attention to the necessity for cooperation between the dissatisfied 
nationalities in the State, Hlinka stated emphatically that he favored 
cooperation and mutual support and that he would nominate a man 
from his party for us as soon as possible, whose task it would be to 
maintain constant contact with us. Hlinka then discussed in detail 
his political and economic work in Slovakia, and empha~ized here in 
particular the necessity for political training and education. He 
bluntly advocated the idea of 'an independent Slovak. nation, which 
must demand autonomy for itself within the State. He referred 
passionately to the Treaty of Pittsburgh, the original of which the 
delegation of American Slovaks would be bringing to the Catholic 
Congress in Budapest, and which he wished to submit to Benes so 
as to establish the authenticity of l\lasaryk's signature. 44 He held 
out the prospect of a great demonstration on behalf of Slovak au
tonomy which would take place in Pressburg at the beginning of 
June on the occasion of the 20th anniversary celebrations of the 
"Treaty of Pittsburgh," in connection with which the possibility of the 
Germans and Hungarians taking part would be discussed. On the 
subject of Germany, Hlinka was very reserved in his statements, above 
all from the point of view of cultural politics, and referred to in
formation which he had received from Reich-German visitors only 
just recently. After the necessity for support through the press had 
alsooeen discussed, at which Hlinka stressed the assistance given by 
Die Zeit,45 which was arousing the world's interest in the Slovak 

.. This and the subsequent reports by Kllnzel were found In the files of the 
Budapest Legation. Presumably copies were sent to the Foreign liinistry and 
circulated by it . 

.. See footnote 4, p. 63. The Hlinka Party and many Slovaks challenged the 
authenticity of ThomRs 1\Iasaryk's signature of the treaty. 

• The Sudeten German Party daily. 
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question, and after we had drunk several times to the prosperity of 
the German and Slovak peoples and to successful cooperation, Hlinka 
showed us a number of institutions belonging to the "Slovak People's 
Party," the Ludova Banka,46 a printing works, etc. 

Afterward a communication to the press that the conversation had 
taken place was rejected by Sidor41 because the wing of the Slovak 
People's Party grouped around Deputy Tiso,48 which is close to the 
Government, might be alarmed by this. 

KuNzEL 

No. 55 
1940/434643-50 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M ini~try 

H. I. 7. b. PRAGUE, February 11, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 964) 

In reply to your Jetter of 26 ultimo (Pol. IV 240) and with 
reference to that of 17 ultimo (Pol. IV 194) and my reports of Octo
ber 11, 1937 (A. III. 1. b. 8) and February 3, 1938 (B. I. 7. b. gen.), 
the telegram of December 22, 1937 (No. 131), the telegraphic reports 
of November 4, 1937 (No. 177), November 9, 1937 (No. 182), Decem-, 
her 15, 1937 (No. 196), January 19, 1938 (No. 14), January 27, 1938 
(No. 20), and the memorandum of December 10, 1937, submitted to 
Counselor of Legation Altenburg by Counselor of Legation Hencke 
on December 13, 1937.49 

Subject: Effects of the National Defense Law50 ort Reich-Germans 
in Czechoslovakia. 

I. In order to obtain a complete picture of the extent to which the 
Czechoslovak National Defense Law has been applied to Reich-

.. A Slovak People's bank. 
"A Slovak People's (Hiinka) Party deputy in the Czechoslovak Parliament, 

l't>pl·eseutative of the extremist wing of that pat'ty . 
.. 1\Isgr. 'l'lso, deputy leader of the Slovak People's (Hlinka) Party, who suc-

ceeded Hlinka as leader of it. 1 , 
"These documents are as follows: 

Letter of January 26, p. 111. 
Despatch of January 17, not printed. 
Report of October 11, p. 11. . 
Report of l<~ebruary 3, not printed. 
Telegram of December 22, not printed. 
Report of November 4, p. 29. 
Report of November 9, p. 32. 
Report of December 15, not printed. 
Report of January 19, not printed. 
Report of January 27, not printed. 
Memorandum of llf'('t>llllM>r 10, not pt·intt>rl. 

10 See footnote 18, p. 12. 
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Germans in Czechoslovakia and of the success of the defensive meas
ures, it is appropriate to preface the subsequent account with the 
following figures: At present there are pending, i.e., are not yet 
finally decided: 

(1) 48 cases {)f the compulsory transfer of Reich-German landed 
·property and other real estate rights to Czechoslovak citizens or cor
porate bodies (§50 of the Czechoslovak National Defense Law; so
called §50 cases). The individual cases are enumerated in List I 
attached to enclosure.l11 As can be seen from this list, only five cases 
have come to the knowledge of the Legation in which Reich-Germans 
have canceled their leases by October 1, 1937. As far as the Legation 
are aware, no· rights of ownership have been transferred so far. 

(2) 1~7 cases of the refusal of residential permits. These cases 
are given in detail in the enclosed List II.51 As can be seen from 
the list, in 14 of these 127 cases the refusal of the residential permit 
took place under reference to the wish of the military authorities, i. e., 
in virtue of the National Defense Law. 

(3) 104 cases of the withdrawal of labor permits or of the com
pulsory removal from concerns at the wish of the military authori
ties (§22 of the National Defense Law). In List III attached to the 
enclosure51 112 cases are given, which. have, pursuant to a communi
cation from the Czechoslovak Ministry for Foreign Affairs, been 
reduced to 104 cases since the list was compiled, by means of a 
positive settlement, i. e., by the fresh grant of a labor permit in 8 
cases. These cases are thus ~ot yet settled. 

The most urgent group within the framework of all the 22 cases 
was the Jiigerndorf complex. In the Jiigerndorf district, i.e., in 
that northeastern corner of Bohemia where the military fortification 
works are being pushed forward at great pressure, the compulsory 
dismissal of Reich-Germans from a number of concerns threatened 
to become a mass expulsion. One hundred and twenty cases were 
reported to the Legation from this area; accordingly they concen
trated their efforts first of all on Jiigerndorf. 

To date, from the whole of Czechoslovakia, a total of 237 cases 
of the application of §22 of the National Defense Law, i.e., of com
pulsory dismissals of R.eich nationals, have come to the knowledge 
of the Legation. These are divided up as follows: 

·a Not printed. 
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Jligerndorf 
(as mentioned above): 

120 

Of these: 
Settled favorably by de

cision of National De
fense Ministry ••.••• ,106 

Finally rejected . . . . . . . • 5 
Settled by death, depart

ure from the locality, 
and pensioning . . . . • . . 7 

Not yet settled.......... 2 

Cases in the rest of the 
country brought to 
the knowledge of the 
Legation direct: 

52 

12. 

40 

Cases in the rest of the 
country .ftrst made 
known to the Lega
tion by the Foreign 
Ministry: • 

65 

64 
1 

II. The following conclusions can be drawn from the figures 
quoted above: 

(a) Of the entire 120 cases in Jligerndorf, 5 were finally decided 
in the negative, according to a communication from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. It is shown by the Legation's reports that the 
Czechoslovak Government justify these 5 negative decisions by 
stating that these cases involved undesirable aliens who would in any 
event have been forced to leave ,Czechoslovakia by administrative 
procedure. The Legation have meanwhile demanded from the 
Foreign Ministry further details regarding the charges brought 
against these 5 Reich-Germans. 

From the proportion which the 5 negative Jiigerndorf cases bear 
to the 106 cases so far settled favorably it is evident that the promise 
given me by the Czechoslovak Government, that almost 100 percent 
of the Jiigerndorf cases would be settled favorably, can be regarded 
as having been fulfilled. I received this promise on December 15, 
1937, and reported it the same day by telegram No. 196.52 It is the 
result of the protracted attacks made via the Foreign Minister and 
the Prime Minister right through to President Benes, and of 'the 
diplomatic negotiations backed right from the start by the constantly 
repeated threat of appropriate countermeasures. The German 
countermeasures then actually inflicted in the ratio of i : 1 in the 
Jiigerndorf case were decreed on December 22, last (cf. telegraphic 
directive No. 133 of December 22) ,58 and thus could no longer .have 
any influence on the Czechoslovak Government's promise. It may, 
however, be assumed that the fulfillment of this promise, which ·of 
course had still also to be achieved by a struggle, was assisted by the 
energetic attitude of the German Government. It is a welcome fact 
that these countermeasures were first limited to a definite group of 
cases and to the ratio of 1 : 1, because the start of a retaliatory 
struggle, with each side outdoing the other as time went on1 was 
thereby avoided. In comparison with the 30,000 to. 32,000 or so 
Reich-Germans settled in Czechoslovakia, actually 198,283 Czecho-

n Not printed. 
u Document No. 40, p. 92. 
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slovak nationals are settled in Germany, according to the survey 
undertaken by the Reichsfij,hrer-SS in the summer of 1937, but of 
these only 28,218 belong to the Czech race. In this connection it 
should be borne in mind that the Reich-Germans living in Czecho
slovakia occupy on the whole substantially more important positions 
in economic life than do the Czechoslovaks of Czech race in Germany, 
and that the Reich-Gennans living in Czechoslovakia constitute an 
im.Portant bulwark in the Sudeten Germans' struggle for national 
existence, while the Czechs living in Germany are of no importance 
in the German-Czech nationality struggle. The Reich-German landed 

, properties situated in the Czechoslovak frontier districts, which could 
be seized under the National Defense Law, above all in the course 
of a retaliatory struggle, are, as can be seen from the Legation's 
reports, put at roughly 4,000 by the Czechs, a figure which, to be 
sure, is incapable of being checked so long as the urgently desirable 
enumeration of all Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia is not under
taken, as has been suggested by the Legation for a considerable time. 
},irst and foremost, however, there is no doubt that the Czechoslovak 
military authorities would be only too willing to put up with the 
burden on the native labor market which would result from the ex
pulsion of Czechoslovak citizens from Reich territory, if on the other 
hand the opportunity arose to purge thoroughly their own frontier 
districts and concerns of importance for war purposes of the un
desirable Reich-German aliens. 

Also the demands issued to a number of Czechoslovak citizens to 
transfer their real estate to nationals of the German Reich under the 
"Law for the Security of the ·Reich Frontier and for Retaliatory 
Measures" of 1\Iarch 9, 1937, have no longer directly influenced the 
basic promise given by the Czechoslovak Government at the begin
ning of December 1937, that the provisions of a similar nature issued 
against Reich nationals in accordance with §50 of the National 
Defense Law were to be regarded "as canceled." The well-founded 
view is, however, held here that the German countermeasures will 
contribute toward hastening the still outstanding Czechoslovak decla
ration on the formal repeal of the measures issued against Reich
Germans. Apart from a few exceptions, further orders have not 
been issued to the Reich-Germans involved, even after the expiry of 
the time limits originally fixed for the transfers of ownership. In 
no instance has the transfer been executed compulsorily or a com
pulsory execution ordered. In those instances where the internal 
admimstrative authorities have approached, or will in future ap
proach, Reich-Germans for the execution . of the transfer after the 
basic promise by the Czechoslovak Government, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs have held out the prospect of appropriate instruc
tionsto these administrative authorities. 

(b) From the above table concerning the original dismissal of 237 
Reich-German nationals without notice, it can be seen furthermore 
that 65 cases came to the knowledge of the Legation only via the 
Foreign 1\Iinistry, that is, cases which were not notified by the Reich
Germans concerned, either to the Legation or to one of the competent 
consulates or even to authorities in Germany. According to informa
tion from the Foreign Ministry, 64 of these 65 cases have been favor-
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ably settled in the course of the general clarification, and only in 
one case has the decision been a negative one. According to the 
Foreign Ministry's statement, this single instance was a Reich-German 
who had previously been convicted judicially and would in any case 
have been obliged to leave Czechoslovakia by normal administrative 
procedure. The Legation have demanded an investigation of this 
allegation and for the time being have reserved the right to take 
further action in this matter also. It is thus clear that the Foreign 
Ministry are notifying the Legation, not merely of the settlement of 
those {!ases which are cited in the numerous notes verbalea from the 
Legation, but in addition even of those cases which were not men
tioned by the Legation. This proves that the Foreign Ministry, fully 
conscious of the burden on German-Czechoslovak relations which the 
German complaints represent, are striving to fight thin~ out with 
the domestic departments in the State's understandable mterests in 
the realm of foreign policy, so as to obtain justice for the German 
demands. This struggle is not easy (1) because the military authori
ties have desired to exploit their enormously increased authority 
under the National Defense Law to clean up the frontier fortification 
areas and the armaments industry of undesirable aliens, and (2) 
because the formal legal provisions in force also give them the right 
to do so. 

III. In pursuance of instructions contained in your despatch of 
the 26th ultimo, 55 I have recently mentioned once more to the Foreign 
Ministry the totality of our complaints, using the arguments given 
in the despatch. In particular, attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the German Government would reply with countermeasures to 
any measures taken against a Reich-German under the National 
Defense I.aw. The competent expert at the Foreign Ministry, Coun
selor Cermak, head of the European Section of the Political Depart
ment, made the following statement in reply: The Foreign'-Ministry 
had taken up the German complaints so energetically, and also with 
success, because the military authorities had resorted to measures 
against Reich-Germans and other foreigners inconsistent. with the 
true sense and purpose of the National Defense Law. This was the 
starting point for the efforts of the Foreign Ministry. In those 
cases, however, where in future imperative and well-founded require
ments of national defense existed, even German countermeasures 
could not lead to these national defense requirements not being satis· 
fled. This sort of thing would be intolerable for any state. It was 
absolutely impossible for a state, as a matter of principle, that aliens 
should hold important positions in its armament industry. Czecho
slovakia was in an awkward position, inasmuch as she had previously 
allowed this state of affairs to arise and was now unable to remedy 

11 Document No. 52, p. 111. 
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it for reasons of foreign policy, or else could only do so in isolated 
instances with special features. The Czechoslovak Government hoped 
that the German Government would not reply to such special isolated 
instances with reprisals a·gainst Czechoslovak citizens. 

M. Cermak was informed in reply that the domestic justification 
for the measures taken against Reich-Germans under the National 
Defense Law was not regarded by the German Government as au
thoritative. So far as the German Government were concerned, it 
was merely a question of whether a Reich-German would or would 
not lose his employment through action of the authorities. Every 
loss of employment would straightway lead to corresponding meas
ures against Czechoslovak citizens in Germany. This would apply, 
for example, also in the event of a labor permit being actually re
granted subsequently, the post having, however, been filled by a 
Czechoslovak citizen in the meantime, so that, in spite of a formally 
favorable settlement of the German complaint, a Reich-German 
would nevertheless in actual fact have been deprived of his livelihood. 

IV. The afore-mentioned despatch finally raises the question 
whether, in addition to the information hitherto furnished, other 
measures adopted by the Czechoslovak authorities under the National 
Defense Law are also to be ascertained. It must be observed here 
that Reich-German owners of real estate situated in the fortification 
zone are subject in principle to 'the same impositions as Czechoslovak 
citizens themselves, i.e., the military authorities can demand from 
them the surrender of landed property for fortification purposes, 
acquiescence in the erection of fortification works, the closing of 
roads, etc~ The Legation have not so far received any indication 
of the extent to which such measures have been executed in the case 
of Reich-German landed property. The Legation's file only reveals 
the case of the Reich-German landowner Arndt Frohberg, Richard 
·Neumann, and other Reich-German property owners resident in the 
same district (cf. despatch of May 7, 1937-W. III. S. E. 3538)57 and 
that of the Patschkau municipality ( cf. your despatch of January 
21, 1938-Pol. I 6134).57 . The reply from the Czechoslovak Foreign 
Ministry, in which the complaint in the matter of Frohberg and his 
associates was rejected, was forwarded to you with our report of the 
21st ultimo-B. I. 8. b. The intense anxiety which has arisen among 
all Reich-Germans in Czechoslovakia, to which the Legation have 
constantly drawn attention in their demarches to the Foreign Min
istry, must be regarded as an indirect consequence of the National 
Defense Law • 

. "Not printed. 
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V. The afore-mentioned despatch finally cites· .nine complaints 
which have come directly to the knowledge of the Auslandsorganisa
tion of the N.S.D.A.P. These nine cases, of which the Legation were 
already acquainted with four, will be dealt with in a special supple
mentary report. I would point out for the time being that two of 
these already known cases, namely, those of Josef Krem.ser and Oskar 
:Muller, under serial Nos. 126 and 14, respectively, are specified in the 
lists II and I which were forwarded with the report of November 
18, 1937. In the two other cases, Jesussek and Skowronek, it is not 
a question of measures in virtue of the National Defense Law, but 
of administrative expulsions in the narrower sense, concerning which 
you have already been informed by us. I shall raise the matter of 
the five remaining new cases with the Foreign Ministry here as soon 
as the names of the employers or, in the Essbach case, further detl!ils 
concerning the demand for the transfer of property have been com
municated to me by you. 

I am grateful when internal German authorities immediately com
municate to the Legation via yourselves any complaints coming to 
their knowledge direct, and would venture to repeat the request, 
which I have already expressed previously, that all internal authori
ties concerned should be advised accordingly, provided that this has 
not already been done. 

EISENLOHB 

No. 56 
1941/435016 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

No. 27 of February 16 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, February 16, 1938-9: 30 p.m. 
Received February 17, 1938..:.._1 :05 a.m. 

(Pol. IV 1022) 

I had a long conversation today with the President which resulted 
in nothing essentially new in the way of foreign policy. Whereas 
Krofta is extremely uneasy at the results of the Berchtesgaden dis
cussion,58 as I know from another source, Benes is obviously anxious 
to show a calm front and demonstrate that he holds firmly to the line 
pursued up to the present, and, while maintaining his alliances, to 
win Germany's confidence by making practical concessions. He again 
stressed his wish to achieve a good, lasting, "manly, and direct" rela-

• The meeting of the Austrian Federal Chancellor, von Schuschnlgg, with 
HiUer at Berchtesgaden on February 12, 1938. See also vol. r, chap. IL 
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tionship with us. Germany had the right to demand that no power 
should use Czechoslovakia as an instrument against Germany. He 
was striving to draw nearer to us gradually and clear the atmos
phere until one day he could also publicly acknowledge good relations 
in agreement with other states. He emphasized that he would not 
allow others to draw him into matters which did not concern his 
country. 

His pact with Russia was the relic of a former epoch, but he could 
not just throw it into the wastepaper basket. He did not permit 
Communist propaganda, and he was willing to allow regular collabo
ration between his Security Police and ours, in order to discover and 
suppres~ such propaganda. He hoped to be able to solve the minori
ties problem in the course of his period as President, that is to 
say, within 5 years., In this he would go as far as the unity and 
cohesion of the State permitted. But he would have no haggling 
[Kuhhandel] and no concessions, either with the Activists or the 
Sudeten German Party; on the contrary, it was the Government's 
duty to settle this question in favor of all Sudeten Germans without 
concessions or promises. He said the next points to be dealt with 
were the questions of German schools and the cessation of the system 
establishing schools devoted to Czechization, the question of officials 
in the Sudeten German area and at headquarters [Zentrale], and, 
finally, concessions on the administrative side in regard to the lan
guage question. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 57 
1977/439160 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eise'fllohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

SECRET , 

A. III. 2. h. 3. 
PRAGUE, February 17, 1938. 

(N. P.104) 
Subject: Slovak propaganda. . 

I enclose a report 59 of the 12th instant from von Druffel, the Consul 
at Pressburg, together with enclosure, without, however, sharing the 
opini® expressed therein that JehliCka's 60 propaganda could also be 
promoted further, though in a different way from heretofore. For 
not only has the former support given to Jehlicka in no way remained 
a secret (see part II, paragraph 4 of enclosure to report of Decem-

• Not printed. 
• A Slovak Nationalist, more extreme than any of the Slovak parties. 
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her 10, last year-A III 1. b. 8) ,61 and not only does the Sudeten 
German cause no longer need support of that kind, because it is on 
the upgrade and openly supported by. us in the press, radio, and 
diplomatic conversations, but encouragement of Slovak Autonomists 
and emigres touches the sorest point of this State, gives the impres
sion that we wish to disintegrate and destroy the Czechoslovak State, 
and therefore of necessity strengthens Czech resistance to concessions 
to the Sudeten German element. 

What was right in former times, and which was so until recently, 
namely, cooperation between the Sudeten German Party and Father 
Hlinka 62 in order to overthrow in December the draft law known 
to be aimed at the crippling of the national parties, today would be 
redundant and harmful. I can therefore only recommend that the 
emigre Jehlicka be dropped completely. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 58 
2004/442446-47 

Report From a Deputy of the Sudeten German Party (Kunzel) 68 

SECRET 'FEBRUARY 19, 1938. 

REPORT ON CONFERENCE BETWEEN DEPUTY K. H. FRANK (REPRESENT
ATIVE oF KoNRAD HENLEIN}, DEPUTY FRANz KuNzEL, AND 
PATAKY (HUNGARIAN STATE SECRETARY FOR MINORITIES IN THE 
PREMIER's OFFICE}, WmcH TooK PLACE IN PATAKY's PRIVATE 
RESIDENCE IN BUDAPEST FROM 6:10 TO 7:10P.M. ON FEBRUARY 11 

Count Esterhazy64 had brought the invitation to visit Pataky. In 
circles competent to judge, Pataky had been described to us as a wily 
Magyar minority politician, so that we displayed the utmost reserve, 
in spite of very great cordiality and repeated expressions of friend
ship on his part. In addition, Pataky had called in Dr. Flachbarth, 
the former Secretary of the Magyar Parties in Prague, a Magyarized 
Swabian, whom he uses in his minority policy even against German 
interests, but who, on the other hand, professed to be an expert. ,on 
minority questions in Slovakia. After our wishes had been expressed, 
Pataky said he also was prepared to fulfill them and bring influence 
to bear through his agents on the attitude of the Hungarian minority 
in Slovakia, and to influence the Hungarian Government press to 
comment on the minority questions of Czechoslovakia in the manner 

... Document No. 28, p. 66 . 

.. Leader of the Slovak Autonomist Party. 
"'Ct. document No. 54, p. 124. 
"A leader of the Hungarian minority In Czechoslovakia. 
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desired by us. On the occasion of our demands to the Hungarian 
press, Pataky stressed Hungarian dissatisfaction with the attitude of 
the Sudeten German Party press in judging Racial·German problems 
in Hungary, just as Bethlen85 had done before him and as Daranyi88 
and Kanya81 did subsequently. As we had the firm intention from 
the start not to discuss Hungarian domestic questions, and thus not 
even problems of Hungarians of German race, we only said that the 
Czech parties and the Czech press continued to reproach the allegedly 
anti·German policy of Hungary, the friend of Germany. Pataky 
took the line that we were not objective and were allowing ourselves 

. to r~ive biased information from Budapest about Hungary's minor
ity questions, in which connection he certainly recognized, in real 
?tiagyar fashion, the correct attitude of .. the leading men of the 
"Society of Racial·Germans" ["Volksdeutsche Kameradschaft"]-he 
mentioned Basch, Goldschmidt, and Huss-but stressed on the other 
hand that they were young people moved by romantic ideas. He 
would be very glad to give us an objective impression of the position 
of the Hungarian Germans. Pataky represented very openly to us 
their plans for revision, and made no secret of Hungary's efforts to 
contribute to Cze~hoslovakia's disappearance from the map of 
Europe. He maintained in this connection that Gauleiter Bohle's 
speech88 had indeed done much to clarify the relations of the German 
Reich with Hungary, but on the other hand the idea of a trans· 
Danubian area, to be incorporated in the Reich some day, is prevalent 
in certain sections of the Party, especially the Hitler Youth. 

At the conclusion of the talk, which was substantially carried on 
by. him, he informed us that Prime Minister Daranyi and Foreign 
:Minister Kanya. would like us to visit them next day. The invita
tions were actually awaiting us in the hotel wlien we returned. 

Ku[NzEL] 

• Hungarian Prime Minister 1921-30, and at this date, though holding no offire, 
was unofficial adviser to Horthy, the Hungarian Itegent. 

• Hungarian Prime Minister October 12, 1936-November 16, 1938. 
• Hungarian Foreign Minister October 12, 1936-November 16, 1008-
• Bohle, the Gauleiter of the Germans overseas and head of the Auslandll

. organisation, visited Budapest and gave a lecture there on January 24, 1938, on 
the AuslandsorganisatioJ&, in which he referred particularly to the German minor
Ity in Hungary. 
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No. 59 
2004/442448-40 

Report by a Deputy of the Sudeten German Party (Kunzel)69 . 
SECRET . FEBRUARY 19, 1938. 

REPORT oN CoNFERENCE BETWEEN KoNRAD HENLEIN's REPRESENTA~ 

TIVE, K. H. FRANK, DEPUTY FRANz KuNzEL, AND THE HuNGARIAN 

. PRIME MINISTER DARANYI, ON FEBRUARY 12, 1938, FROM 11:30 TO 

12 o'cLOcK, IN THE CABINET OFFICE IN BUDAPEST 

The invitation to visit Daranyi and Kanya was unexpected and had 
not been sought by us. Pataky managed to get himself attached to 
us, which was obviously not intended by Daranyi and Kanya. 'Ve 
must assume that the invitations froin Daranyi and Kanya were 
pressed for by Count Bethlen. We were very cordially received by 
Daranyi, after we had been shown various State rooms in the Cabi~ 
net Office by Counselor of Legation Szent~Ivany,70 and had the op~ 
portunity of hearing a speech on the history of Hungary, with the 
portraits of the Hungarian Prime :Ministers before us and overlooking 
Budapest. He proved to be already informed of our wishes and, on his 
own initiative, said very definitely that he would openly advocate their 
fulfillment. To our surprise he spoke first of all about his last visit to 
Berlin71 and said in a decisive manner that he had decided, in a 
lengthy conversation with the Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor, that the 
Hungarian Government's attitude to the fate of the Czechoslovak 
State was completely in accord with the FUhrer's. He then went on 
to speak of Budapest's relations with Prague, and assured us that 
talks between Budapest and Prague were taking place and would 
take place only because negotiations are necessary with Rumania and 
Belgrade, and because at the last meeting of the Little Entente72 

Benes managed to commit the Little Entente States t.o a purely col~ 
lective policy with Hungary. Daranyi declared as decisively .as 
Bethlen the day before that there was no question of concluding a 
pact of friendship with Prague. After expressing hearty assurancea 
of his pleasure in meeting representatives of the Sudeten GerJilan 
Party, he stressed the necessity of further collaboration and sent 
good wishes to Konrad Henlein together with an invitation to visit 
Budapest. In the presence of Daranyi, Pataky emphasized the im-

• Cf. document No. 54, p. 124. 
,. Secretary-General of the Hungarian Foreign "Ministry. 
n Daranyl visited Berlin on November 21-29, 1937, as a return visit to that of 

Neurath to Budapest earlier in the year. 
"At Sinaia on August 31, 1937. 
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portance of our repeating the statements already made to him, to 
the effect that it was necessary for the Hungarian minority in Czecho
slovakia to set about building up a real political organization and, 
beyond this, building up their economic organizations. To these 
assurances Daranyi added the request that we, on our part, should 
support the Hungarian minority by word and deed. 

Ku[NzEL] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1938. 

No. 60 
2004/442450-51 

Report by a Deputy, of the Sudeten German Party (Kunzel)74 

SECRET FEBRUARY 19, 1938. 

REPORT ON CoNFERENCE BETWEEN KoNRAD HENLEIN's REPRESENTA
TIVE (K. N. FRANK), DEPUTY FRANz KuNzEL, AND THE HuN
GARIAN FoREIGN 1\IINISTER (KANYA), FROM 12:20 TO 1 P.M. ON 
FEBRUARY 12, 1938, IN THE FoREIGN 1\IINISTRY IN BUDAPEST 

Foreign 1\Iinister Kanya was somewhat reserved at first but very 
quickly became excited. He said he also was prepared to support 
our wishes and stressed the importance of collaboration with Sudeten 
German policy. He said that he intended on his part to issue defi
nite instructions to the Hungarian Legation in Prague. Kanya's 
attitude to the Czechoslovak minorities problems revealed the same 
ideas as those of Daranyi and Bethlen, i.e., the same inability to 
understand the racial questions. He too could only see the problem 
of the revision of the peace treaties from the point of view of the 
rights of the Crown of St. Stephen. In the further course of his 
remarks he referred to his journey to Poland.75 In expressions simi
lar to those of Daranyi he said that his talks with Polish statesmen 
had shown that Budapest and Warsaw were of the same mind in re
gard to the political fate of Czechoslovakia. He made this remark 
in a very decisive way. He on his part likewise stated the impos
sibility of concluding a pact of friendship with Czechoslovakia, and 
gave his assurance thl,l.t all plans of an anti-German nature based on 
Hungary's collaboration with Czechoslovakia and Austria would 
break-down in the face of Hungary's refusal. 

"Cf. document No. 54, p. 124. 
uKanya visited Warsaw with Admiral Horthy (Hungarian Regent) about 

February 6-10, 1938, and, according to the official announcement, bad conversa
tions directed toward establishing a "close understanding and friendship" be

... tween the two countries. 
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In reply to a doubt which we expressed very cautiously as to the 
possible attitude of Chancellor Schuschnigg,76 Kanya said that he 
was definitely convinced that .Chancellor Schuschnigg would be no 
party to an anti-German plan. As we discovered later, Kanya must 
at the time of the discussion have been informed of the fact of the 
Chancellor's departure for Obersalzberg77 and must have bee:n told 
of his probable attitude with regard to this. 

According to information which reached us in Vienna from the 
Polish Legation, Chancellor Schuschnigg had informed the Hun
garian Minister, after the French Minister in Vienna,7s of his deci
sion to accept the Fuhrer's invitation even before he had notified his 
own Cabinet. 

·we a1ready had the impression at the time that the representa
tions of the Hungarian statesmen were mostly given on the hy
pothesis that .we would pass them on to Berlin. When we left, 
Daranyi was extremely cordial, and referred to the coming visit 
of State Secretary Pfundner, whereupon Kanya too requested that 
relations be maintained. 

Ku[NzEL] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1938. 

No.61 
2369/494371-75 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign :Ministry 

A. III. 2. f. 2. ' PRAGUE, February 25, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 1329) 

I have the honor to submit a memorandum on a conversation which 
I had with Prime Minister Hodza on the 23d instant regarding fur-
ther developments in the Sudeten German question. ' 

EISENLOHR 

[Enclosure] 

A. III. 2. f. 2 PRAGUE, February 25, i9,38. 

MEMORANDUM 

I called on Hodza, the Prime Minister, on 23d instant, having pre
viously made an appointment. First I discussed the following in-

'" Federal Chancellor of Austria. 
" 8ee footnote 58, p. 131. Schuschnigg had left Vienna for Be1·chtesgaden on the 

night of February 11. 
"Gabriel Puau:r, 1933-38, 
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dividual items with him and he assured me of his support for their 
favorable settlement: 

1) Elektrotechna. Desire of the firm of Siemens and Halske 81 to 
maintain technical contact with this subsidiary firm of 
theirs and Elektrotechna's desire to receive Government 

· orders again; 
2) Request of the Sudeten German Athletic Club for permission 

to attend the Breslau Sport Festival; 
3) Sending of seasonal agricultural workers to Germany; 
4) Legalizing of the A.O. 82 in Czechoslovakia. 

Special memoranda are with the relevant files. 
We then passed to the external and internal political situation. 

Regarding the former, I stated, without encountering any disagree
ment, that Czechoslovakia would in the long run only be able to find 
security in close friendship with Germany. Hodza spoke of his 
anxiety that Germany might raise the minorities question in the form 
of official demands, and read out a passage from a report by l\Iastny, 
according to which the "FUhrer had expressed the view to l\Iastny 
that the Reich might conclude a minorities agreement with Czechoslo
vakia on the model of that concluded with Poland. Did that imply 
similarity of content or did the FUhrer only mean the same method 
of bilateral p~t I The first interpretation was discounted by the 
fact that·the German minority here was incomparably better off than 
the one in Poland, and the Sudeten Germans had long been in pos
session of everything that was being striven for on behalf of the 
Germans there. Perhaps, however, the FUhrer was not acquainted in 
detail with the subject. Czechoslovakia wished for: obvious reasons 
to avoid altogether bilateral agreements regarding minorities. In 
order to forestall such a demand on our. part he had considered the 
possibility of either declaring to us that Czechoslovakia would grant 
us the same rights as the signatories of the Treaty for the Protection 
of Minorities (St. Germain, September 10, 1919), although the obli
gations established therein were placed under the guarantee of the 
~gue of Nations and we were no longer members of that body 
(this course, however, seems to me to be impracticable for us, as was 
evident from an examination of the text of this Treaty which I under-. 
took afterward), or; instead, the exchange of unilateral Government 
declar:ations to the effect that, in the interests of mutual relations, 
they would do as much as possible for the minority. 

• The big German electrical firm which had subsidiaries in .Austria. Czecho-
slovakia, and elsewhere. . 

•The .AIUiaruuorgani&ation., the organization of Germans abroad. the legaliza
tion of which in Czechoslovakia the Reich had long been striving to secure from 
the Czechoslovak Government. 
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Hodza then mentiontld his intention, after a reshuffie of the new 
Government, possibly in the course of the coming week, of making a 
statement in regard to the FUhrer's speech of February 20,83 in which 
he would (a) reject foreign interference in domestic affairs and (b) 
anticipate our probable requests by then announcing measures in fa
vor of the Sudeten Germans. 

On the subject of the Government reshuflle he informed me that he 
could not drop the Activists yet, but at least Czech,s4 theJewishSocial 
Democrat Minister of Health, would probably be replaced by J aksch, 
the young Activist, of the same parliamentary group, whose person 
enjoyed a certain prestige even with the Sudeten German Party, as 
he was well aware. Furthermore, he hoped to gain the support of 
the ·czech National Democrats for the Government, although these 
were still making certain reservations against his prominority policy. 
Finally, Hodza gave me to understand that his negotiations for 
the entry of the Slovak Autonomists (Hlinka) into the Govern
ment did not seem to be hopeless. 

He would arrange for the communal elections to be held as soon 
as he could assume that cooperation .. with the Sudeten German· Party, 
even if it remained in opposition, was a possibility, and thus scarcely 
this year. He had been obliged to postpone the communal elections 
after the Teplitz incident 85 last autumn, because otherwise the entire 
polling would have been accompanied by the noise of battle. 

In reply to an inquiry as to what he would do for the minority at 
once, Hodza referred to his last conversation with me in December 
last year,86 saying that what he had then described to me as a pre
liminary crystallization of ideas on the occasion of a "fireside chat" 
would now have to be carried into effect. He had not con.sulted the 
Activist Ministers concerning this and had not even informed them 
of his intentions. · 

He had notified the President of his view that the civil servants 
in the Sudeten German region must no longer behave in the chau
vinistic spirit of,. say, the Oeske Slovo.sT He used for this the French 
expression aevir which would be somewhat too strongly translated 

a The speech before the specially convened session of the Relchstag at the Kroll 
Opera House, Berlin, which consisted of a review of Germany's internal situation 
and an important statement of her foreign policy, including a renewed demand 
for the t'eturn of the Colonies, a declaration of Germany's intention not to return 
to the League of Nations, announcement of German recognition of Manchukuo, 
her attitude to Russia and the Far Eastern conflict, to the Spanish War, the Axis, 
Britain and France, and to Poland, Hitler's appreciation of the agreement with 
Schuschnigg at Berchtesgaden of February 12, and renewed demands concerning 
German minorities in Europe . 

.. See footnote 30, p. 116. 
11 See footnote 31, p. 20. 
• See ctoc•1ment No. 38, p. 79. 
n The organ of the Czechoslovak National Socialist (BeneA) Party. 

79766'-49--9-ol. n-16 
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by "rage" ["w-itten"]. The Sudeten Germans should be allowed to 
develop a. maximum of autonomy via fadi within the framework 
of the constitution, and the entire public opinion of the coun
try would then regard this as ·a. matter of course, especially if he 
succeeded in shifting the Government's center of gravity more 
toward the right by the inclusion of the Slovak Autonomists and the 
Czech National Democrats. Furthermore, nearly all the Sudeten 
German officials were now to be transferred to the Sudeten German 
region, for which measure instructions had already been issued; Su
deten German recruits were likewise to be embodied there. To my 
inquiry as to the manner in which the cessation of the poli~y of 
Czechization in the educational system, as promised me by Benes, 
was to be effected, Hodza replied that he was considering the ap
pointment of commissions which would consist of Czech and Ger
man "autonomous elements" and would reach agreement from time 
to time as to where and what sort of minority schools were to. be 
established. 

I pointed out to the Prime Minister that the root of the Sudeten 
German problem lay in' the fact that the Sudeten Germans regarded 
themselves as being under foreign domination and must so regard 
themselves in present circumstances, with the constitution of the 
State and the application of the supreme power as they are. Hodza 
admitted this, but expressed the hope that the very measures he had 
planned in the spheres of the civil service, autonomy, and the stop
ping of the Czechization movement, would be calculated gradually 
to cure the malady and create confidence among the Sudeten Germans. 

On the subject of confidence I pointed out to him that it would be 
necessary to establish lasting contact between the Government and 
the Sudeten German Party, and indt>ed to a much greater degree 
than at present, and also to organize this contact on a regular basis. 
For this purpose I suggested that the Government might appoint a 
·small unofficial committee of suitable trustworthy persons, and Kon
rad Henlein a similar one; these gentlemen should meet regularly 
to discuss and explore the problem continuously, establish the points 
on which agreement could be reached, and propose means of realizing 
the same, and finally, in the case of the points on which no agree
ment could be reached, either effect compromises or else appeal to 
higher authority. In addition, he himself might well resume direct 
contact with Konrad Henlein and make this a regular practice. Hen
lein was the natural spokesman of the entire Sudeten German ele
ment, and for that reason, and because he was an upright and sincere 

·man, he must be a very desirable partner for the Government in as-
suaging the thorny Sudeten German problem. I could well imagine 
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that by adopting such methods the confidence now lacking would be . 
restored, and that the Sudeten German Party would at least develop 
into a very loyal opposition party. 

Hodza took up this idea and promised to consider it. 
EISENLOHR 

No. 62 
1613/386646/52 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

SECRET 

A. III. 2. allg. 
FEBRUARY 27, 1938. 

_{zu Pol. I 574 g) 
Effect of the FUhrer's speech88 on Czechoslovak policy. 
Talks with Beran and Hodza. 
Czechoslovak Agrarian Party's pro-German and anti-Communist 

attitude. 
Fight against the emigre press. 
Prospect of new elections. 
Sudeten German Party to enter the Government after the elections. 
The reshuflle in the Government in the near future and Hodza's im-

pending statement on the Fuhrer's speech. 
Desired German press reaction to this. 

Yesterday, at his own request, I met Beran, the leader of the 
largest Czechoslovak Party, the Agrarian Party,89 at the country 
house of a mutual acquaintance outside Prague, and later had a fur
ther talk last night with Prime :Minister Hodza, for which he had 
invited me by telephone the previous day. · 

· I. In the course of the conversation Beran stated the following: 
The Agrarian Party was opposed to the idea of collective .se

curity and advocated rapprochement with Germany. It was his in
tention to spread the idea that a good relationship to the Reich must 
be striven for by means of large-scale peasant demonstrations start
ing in the near future. But it depended on how we, on our part, viewed 
this willingness for a rapprochement. • 

'Ve could not demand that Czechoslovakia should give up her 
alliances before she knew how she stood with Germany. He, Beran, 
knew what I had discussed with Benes and Hodza; he knew, for 
instance, that Hodza intended seeing me in the near future, and he 
was also aware that the President had already previously told me 
that Czechoslovakia had neither concluded, nor would she conclude, 

• See footnote 83, p. 139. . 
• See footnote 29, p. 115. Beran was the leader of the Right Wing of the 

Agrarian Party, while Hodza was leader of the party as a whole. 
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any military agreement with Soviet Russia. The Agrarian Paiiy 
was in principle an irreconcilable opponent of Communism, but it 
could not undertake the hazard of breaking off treaty relations with 
Soviet Russia before knowing '!hether its efforts were appreciated by 
us. 

The Communists in Czechoslovakia already suspected that some 
action was going to be taken against them ; they had distributed 
5,000,000 leaflets and had arranged for 1,000 meetings in order to 
combat the intensified anti-Communist trend. The meetings which he, 
Beran, was going to hold, would be in the nature of a major anti
Communist and anti-emigre demonstration after the Communists' 
action had proved a fiasco. · 

Both Hodza and Cerny, the Agrarian Minister of the Interior, 
shared his opinion that the agitation of the emigres against Germany 
must be prevented. After the suppression of their press the emigres 
bad lately attempted, as a new measure, to publish their papers by 
the agency of Czechoslovak nationals. This was being counteracted 
by demanding a ban on publication, on pain of expulsion cf 20 
emigres. It bad further been decided to supplement the former in
adequate legal machinery by a law making the vilification of Heads 
of foreign Governments or statesmen a punishable offense (auto
matically), and confiscating the publications. There were people in 
every country who acted out of motives of oppoliunism and others 
who were prompted by their convictions. He could assure me that 
his Party's attitude toward Communists and emigres was firm and 
uncompromising, without heeding opportunist considerations. It 
would perhaps interest me to know that Soviet Russia was endeav
oring to compromise Czechoslovakia as a "leading Communist State." 
Alexandrovsky, the Russian Minister, had recently invited him to 
dinner hut he had not accepted the invitation. 

The fact that in the last budget debate the Communists had· voted 
for the Foreign :Ministry credits and the estimates for the Presiden
tial Chancery, as likewise the recent distribution of a photograph 
showing Bene8 and Voroshilov 90 together, was all done to prejudice 
an agreement between Czechoslovakia and Germany. But the fight 
against Communist ,agitation would be harder if the neighboring 
countries showed no understanding for it. 

Beran did not consider the minorities question insoluble. On the 
contrary, the unanimity of opinion on the subject had increased to 
such an extent_ that the solution might come much sooner than had 

•:Marshal Voroshilov, Commissar for Defense in the Soviet Union, Chief of the 
Armed Forces and member of the Politburo and Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet. · 
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quite recently been believed. Hodza had Bene8' full support here. 
He himself had pointed out in his New Year message that 1,000,000 
Sudeten German voters must no longer be ignored in the political life 
of the country. The atmosphere would have to be created gradually 
in order to enable the Sudeten German Party to enter the Govern- _ 
ment and take part in the administration of the State. 

When I brought up the matter of the release of Sudeten Germans 
imprisoned for ofl'enses or held in custody for examination, the number 
of which, as I have in the meantime learned from the Sudeten German 
Party, may incidentally b~ considerably less than reports in the 
German press had led me to believe, he said he had already sug
gested that this should not wait until October 28, the national holi
day,91 but that something should be done still sooner in this field, 
even if only to a limited extent, as evidence of good will. With re
gard to the impending reshufHe in the Czechoslovak Government, Be
ran asked me to influence Hodza so that the post of Minister for 
·war, at present occupied by Machnik, an Agrarian, be filled by a 
man he could trust, belonging to the Slovak People's Party (Hlinka 
Party) .92 The Left Wing parties were on the decline and very will-

. ing to negotiate. As a condition of their remaining in the Govern
ment the Agrarians demanded that they should not obstruct the 
fight against Communism and should for the rest remain more in the 
background than had hitherto been the case. 

In regard to Chancellor Schuschnigg's speech,93 Beran said it was 
true enough that its efl'ect was exaggerated in many quarters, but he 
himself and his Party considered it reasonable, calm, and correct.. 

In conclusion, Beran expressed the wish that our eonversation 
might contribute toward the achievement in time of a good and 
reasonable relationship between our countries. 

I would like to add here that Beran is one of the most influential 
men in the country and will become Prime Minister should Hodza's 
health ever break down. Unlike the latter, who is a man of the 
world, of Slovak origin and Magyar stamp, Beran is both out
wardly and inwardly of the Czech peasant type. He is as strong 
ns he is shrewd and is generally considered reliable.· 

II. Hodza, whom 1 had last seen 3 days previously-! have sub
mitted a memorandum about that talk 94-told me that the funda-

•• The anniversary of the founding of the Republic . 
.. See footnote 29, p. 115. . 
" Presumably the Austrian Chancellor's speech on February 24 to the Austrian 

Federal Council In Vienna, made after the reconstruction of the Government 
following his conversation with Hitler at Berchtesgaden on February 12. The 
speech dealt mainly with Austria's Independence and her relations with Germany. 
See the relevant documents in vol. I, chap. II. 

" Document No. 61, p. 137. 
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mental opposition in Government circles to collaboration with the 
Sudeten German Party had now been removed. However, it was not 
a question of bringing the Sudeten German Party into the Govern
ment at once, but taking steps with that end in view. Diverging from 
his former intention, he proposed issuing a writ for elections, general 
or municipal, and forming the future Government in accordance with 
the result of these elections in both cases. He seemed to be perfectly 
certain that the Activists would either disappear or at least cease to 
be of importance. 

He said he would organize the immediate unofficial contact with 
the Sudeten German Party suggested by me so that he himself and 
his Pa.rly should establish close relations with them, in order that the 
latter might be informed beforehand of any move which might in
terest them; further, that a Sudeten German Party committee should 
remain in to"!lch with his own intimates, whom he named as Beran, 
the Agrarian leader, Cerny, Minister of the Interior, or one of his 
officials; and that finally, social and cultural contacts between the 
Henlein Party and the Agrarian or other parties, should be fostered 
within the Agrarian or other clubs. 

In order not to interfere too obviously in the domestic affairs of 
the country, I disguised my reaction to Beran's suggestion regarding 
the appointment of a Minister of 1Var in the forthcoming Cabinet 
reshuffie by requesting Hodza; when filling the Cabinet appoint
ments, to insure that those departments should not fall into anti
German hands, with which we had· a constant fight for the settle
ment of the pernicious effects caused to our relations by the National 
Defense Law.95 I at all events presumed that Krofta would remain 
Foreign Minister, and Cerny, Minister for Internal Affairs, which he 
confirmed. But what was the position with regard to the Ministry 
for National Defense~ It seemed to me that here it was important 
that the Minister should know how to get his own way with the 
Generals. Hodza replied that the latter had not been the case with 
the present Minister, his party friend Machnik, who, moreover, had 
the well-known Machnik Decree96 on his conscience (which the 
Sudeten Germail Party had made the reason for a League of Nations 
complaint, and whic4 had to be withdrawn), He would probably have 
to give this appointment to the Social Democrats, for reasons of coali
tion policy and not on political grounds. Rut not just any Social Demo
crat should become Defense Minister; this post would be given to the 
former Minister of Justice, the Slovak Derer, whom I must know as a 
reasonable, quiet man (which indeed he is, apart from specifically 

• See footnote 18, p. 12. 
11 See footnote 90, p. 51. 
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Slovak Party questions) and who was anything but a Marxist, had a 
good share of German blood in his veins, and who recently proved at ~1. 
public meeting of the Sudeten German Party that their ranks were by 
no means only composed of enemies of the State." Further, since the 
15th of the month, he himself had had a Colonel attached as liaison 
officer with the Permanent Defense Committee, of which he was chair· 
man when the President himself did not assume this role, with the 
object of being always informed of what went on among the Generals. 

Continuing, Hodza let it be sensed that he is fairly certain of 
persuading the old Kramar Party of the Czech National Democrats, 
not only Hlinka's Slovak Autonomists, to take part in the Govern· 
ment. I would consider the latter in particular a great advantage. 
For a consolidation of the Slav majority of the country, which repre· 
sents together 10,000,000 people as against 5,000,000 representatives 
of other races, makes it easier for the Czechs to make concessions to the 
minorities, because it is then less dangerous for them. Besides, the 
Slovak Autonomists will not enter the Government without httving 
previously obtained special rights for the Slovaks, which in turn 
facilitates the success of similar claims on behalf of other sections 
of the population. 

In conclusion, Hodza spoke about the Government announcement 
he intends to make in respect of the references to Czechoslovakia in 
the FUhrer's speech of February 20.117 He said we must understand 
if he clearly represented the sovereign right of his country and the 
principle of nonintervention in the internal affairs of other countries 
in this declaration, which would prevent otherwise unavoidable pa~
liamentary speeches by the various party leaders. For the rest, he 
would say that it was not just today that he had started work on a 
solution of the minority problem; he would not say anything new 
about his actual plans in this field, already known to me, and would 
finally refer to us in as positive a manner as possible. 

This declaration from Hodza may be expected in the ·course of 
next week. It will partly depend on the reception accorded to it by 
the German press whether things here will develop with the pleasing 
rapidity shown up to the present: I should therefore be grateful .if 
it could be taken into account, when judging the declaration, what 
the Prime Minister of a country must say under such circumstances 
to the public at home and abroad, and if the positive side could be 
stressed in any criticism. It is surely obvious that Hodza will not 
only wait for the Schuschnigg speech,98 but also for the development 

"' See footnote 83, p. 139. . 
"This presumably refers to Schuschnigg's speech of the 24th (see footnote 93, 

p. 143), the sense of the passage apparently being that Hodza would await the 
development of the ministerial crises, as welJ as Schuschnigg's speech, which had 
already occurred at the time of writing of the despatch. 
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of the British and French ministerial crises,&& and presumably model 
his tone to a certain extent on that of political statements from 
abroad, and also praise the .durability of the alliances in which he 
no longer believes. He cannot tear aside the veil until something 
new has been put behind it. 

About the Austrian. Chancellor's speech Hodza only said the fol· 
lowing: Schuschnigg could either speak softly or loudly; he has pre· 
ferred to speak loudly. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 63 
269/175075-80 

The Head of the Legal, Department of the ".A.uslanda-Or!fanisation" 
(Kraneck) to the- State Secretary and Head of the "AU8lands· 
O~gamaation" in the German_ Foreign Ministry (Bohle) 

Headquarters of the AU8lands-Organisation 
Legal Office 
TS-11/38 Spn./RO. 

FEBRUARY 28, 1938. 

Subject: Recognition of the .A.uslands-Organisation in Czech oslo· 
vakia. . . -

The German .Minister in Prague, the Czech .Minister in Berlin, and 
the Delbos communique1 from Prague having already described the 
recognition of the AU8lands-Organisation in Czechoslovakia as a par
ticular contribution by the Czechoslovak Government toward the set· 
tlement of German-Czechoslovak relations, numerous articles in the 
same sense are now appearing in the Czechoslovak newspapers and 
also in the Swiss press. It, therefore, seems to me necessary to specify 
to the German .Minister in Prague the principles which must be fol
lowed in the negotiations regarding the recognition of the A us lands
Organisation; and all the more as press articles have reproduced ver
sions of the bases of recognition which are incompatible with the views 
of the A.uslaruls-Organisation. Thus it has been indicated as an argu
ment against recognition that the .A.U8lands-Organisation is a political 
association, whereas membership of political associations is prohibited 
for fQ.reigners in Czechoslovakia. As ~gainst this it must be empha
sized in Prague that the task of the A.uslands-Organisation is to 
bring together, in a spirit of ·comradeship, Party members abroad, 
and to take care in a social and charitable sense of all Reich-Germans 

• Mr. Eden resigned as Foreign Secretary and was succeeded by Lord Halifax 
on February 20. 

1 Not printed. 
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living abroad. Conscious that they are enjoying the right of hospi
tality, it is the obvious duty of the Auslands-Organisation and its 
members to observe strictly the laws of the COll!ltry and to refrain 
from any interference in its internal affairs. The fulfillment of this 
duty is carefully watched over by all departments of the .Auslands
Organisation and by the Reich :Missions abroad. The .Auslands
Organisation is thus not political in character within the meaning 
of legislation governing associations in Czechoslovakia. 

Above all it is not, however, to be regarded as an association or 
even as.a party, and the legislation on associations is therefore not 
applicable to it. The .Auslands-Organisation is rather a part of the 
N.S.D.A.P., which, as a public corporation of the Reich, has to main
tain the internal unity of the population of the German State. As 
such a part, neither it nor its regional groups possess a legal per
sonality of their own. :Membership of the N.S.D.A.P. involves mem
bership of the Auslands-Organisation for all Reich nationals liv
ing abroad; this cannot be acquired otherwise. A member of the 
N.S.D.A.P. pursues no other political aims than such as already result 
from his position as a citizen of the Reich. He has merely assumed 
increased duties by his membership. If it is generally recognized that 
foreigners may associate to form national colonies in their countries 
of residence for convivial, social, cultural, and charitable activities, 
then Reich-Germans abroad must be permitted to participate in the 
A. us lands-Organisation in the same way. This comprises: 

Free adherence to the N.S.D.A.P.; 
Subordination to the leadership of the N.S.D.A.P. • 
Freedom of association and assembly for the N.S.D.A.P. and 

its branches [Gliederungen] insofar as these are active in 
the country of residence; and 

Freedom of contact with the N.S.D.A.P. in the Reich. 

The German :Minister has the same rights in regard to members 
of the Auslands-Organisation in the country of residence as toward 
all Reich nationals. They are subject to his political discipline. This 
right can, in order to facilitate negotiations with the Czechoslovak 
Government, be described as a right of control, although it does not 
derive from the constitution of the Auslanda-Organisation but from 
the general political status of the :Minister. 

Free adherence to the N.S.D.A.P. for members of the Auslands
Organisation involves the right to attend the meetings of the 
N.S.D.A.P. and permission to wear uniform at them, the display of 
the Reich flag on Reich festiva]s, the flying of pennants with Reich 
colors on vehicles, and the wearing of the party badge on civilian 
clothing. 
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A member of the Auslands-Organisation may not only himself 
~elong to the branches and affiliated associations of the N.S.D.A.P. 
in the country of residence or in the Reich, but may also invite other 
Reich nationals to join the N.S.D.A.P., its organizations and depend
ent associations. 

Punishment of Reich-Germans because they are members of these 
bodies will have to be expressly excluded, in contrast to the legal 
practice hitherto prevailing. Before new mempers are received into 
the N.S.D.A.P. and its affiliated associations, the organs of the 
Auslands-Organisation may arrange for inquiries about their politi
cal reliability to be addressed to other Reich nationals, including 
those in the country of residence. There is no question of the SA, 
SS, N.S.K.IC,5 N.S.F.K.6 and the National Socialist University Lec
turers' League [ N ationalsozialistischer Dozentenbund] functioning 
in Czechoslovakia. On the other hand, in order to bring Reich-Ger
man youth together, and also for charitable purposes, the establish
-ment of the H.J.,1 the National Socialist Students' Union [National
sozialistischer Studentenbund] and the Women's League [Nationalso
zialistische Frauenschaft] is necessary. 

As a. result of the recognition of the rights of the N.S.D.A.P. vis
a-vis its members abroad, the local organs are recognized by the 
authorities of the country of residence as the responsible directors 
of the groupings of the N.S.D.A.P. subordinate to them. 

They can determine in detail the rights and duties of party mem
bers abroad and fix the times of the meetings and assemblies of the 
Auslands-Organisation, so far as is necessary, in agreement with 
the Czechoslovak authorities. The discipline and integrity of the 
N.S.D.A.P., including the Auslands-Organisation, are safeguarded 
by the Party courts 8 in the Reich. Their proceedings and the in
formation at their disposal only affect Reich-Germans who belong 
to the Party. Their penalties are degradations of status, the aim 
being to admonish or expel dishonorable members from the 
N.S.D.A.P. As the juridical activities of these courts of honor do 
not clash with the proceedings of the civil courts, criminal courts, 
courts of honor, and other organs of authority in the country of 
residence, whose jurisdiction is not open to question and take place 
within the Reich, objections can no more be raised to them under 
international law than, for instance, to the activities of the civil and 
criminal courts against Reich nationals living abroad. In order to 

• Nationalsozialistisches Krattfahrerkorps, the Nazi Motor Corps. 
• NationalsoziaUstisches FZiegerkorps, the Nazi Flying Corps. 
'Hitlerjugend. ~ 
• The Court of Honor (Ehrengericht) of the Nazi Party, to which members 

were amenable in matters of discipline, and that in a wide sense. 
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facilitate the tasks of these Party courts, arbiters are appointed 
abroad to act in affairs of honor between Party members; these can 
report on such matters to the Party courts in the Reich ~ith a view , 
to preparing for proceedings in these courts. · 

The country of residence cannot interfere in any investigation 
regarding membership of the N.S.D.A.P., since the termination of 
this membership recognized by public law can only be effected by the 
decision of an organ of the Party. The statement that such member
ship exists can therefore be regarded by the authorities of the coun
try of residence as sufficient and alone authoritative. 

The Auslands-Organisation of the N.S.D.A.P. requires freedom to 
call meetings of Reich nationals and organize festivals in order to 
maintain esprit de corps, to train its members and to participate 
solemnly in national festivals and commemorations. 

In view of the limited circle of participants, any supervision of 
such events by the authorities of the country of residence can only 
extend to the observance of security requirements and the checking 
of the nationality of the participants. The same applies to meeting~ 
and festivals of the affiliated associations of the N.S.D.A.P. 

1Vith regard to the particular conditions in Czechoslovakia, special 
importanc~ will have to be attached to establishing that Reich-Ger
mans living in Czechoslovakia, or staying there temporarily, have 
a right to unrestricted communication with the Reich. Reich-Germans . 
may neither be prevented from attending meetings of the N.S.D.A.P. 
in the Reich, nor may they have to apprehend difficulties in attending 
training codrses, youth camps, and compliance with summonses to 
appear before Reich authorities. 

This outline of the activities of the A uslands-Organisation of the 
N.S.D.A.P. will have to be indicated to Czechoslovakia as the o:nly 
possible basis for the recognition of the Au-Ylands-Organisation. In 
view of the political conditions there it is necessary to create clear 
conditions from the outset. The N.S.D.A.P. must refuse to negotiate 
concerning restrictions to this definition of its activities abroad. Nor 
will it be possible, during the negotiations regarding the recognition 
of the Auslands-Organisation, to include in the discussions the pro
gram of the N.S.D.A.P., which is a purely internal political question. 
So far as we are concerned there can only be recognition or pro
hibition. 

Heil Hitler ! 
DR. KRANECK 
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No.M 
523/237672-Tii 

The German Foreign Minutry to Certain German Multiona Abroad11 

BERLIN, February 28, ·1938. 
Drafting Officer: Counselor of Legation Schliep. 

To German Embassy I Lop n~on ( zu Pol. I 58-l g 
ar1s 585 g 

T Ge Le · Brussels 586 g) 
o rman gabon Prague (Pol. I 114:7 g) 

A member of the French Embassy here recently discussed with a 
member of the Foreign :Ministry the necessity for France of adher
ing to the Russian alliance.12 He said that the French had no illu
sions on certain objectionable aspects of this alliance, nor on the very 
problematical value which the alliance represented in fact.13 Never
theless, France had no other choice than to adhere to the pact with 
the Soviets, for they know that otherwise Germany would take 
France's place as the ally of the Soviets. The circumstances leading 
to the execution of :Marshal TukhachevskyH were well known in 
Paris and proved how close the relations still were between leading 
German circles and Soviet military authorities, and aceordingly how 
great was their readiness to cooperate again with Russia, whether 
Soviet or not, at the right moment. 

The French contention that France had entered into and main
tained the alliance with the Soviet Government only to preYent a 
renewed Russo-German rapprochement is well known. In this con
nection, however, the surprising thing is the reference to the execu
tion of the Generals as an alleged proof of Germany's willingness to 
cooperate. with Russia. In actual fact all military links between 
Germany and the Soviet Union, apart from the maintaining of :Mili
tary Attaches, ceased in 1933.15 In particular, no military relations 
whatever with the shot Soviet Generals had existed since that time. 
It could almost be assumed that the Soviets had given the French 
falsified documents indicating that very close relations between lead
ing German circles ~nd Soviet Russian military authorities had been 
maintained up till recently. The German Embassy in J\Ioscow reports, 
how.wer, that no grounds for such an assumption have been found. 

11 This copy Is a draft circulated to the officials concerned. 
0 See document No. 2, p. 10. 
uTypewritten marginal note: "Dg. Pol, Pol II and IV agree. Contents ha\"e 

been discussed with Count von der Schulenburg." 
H See footnote 85, p. 99. 
• Le., after the Nazi accession to power in Germany. 
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When asked by Coulondre, the French Ambassador, how the accusa~ 
tions brought against the Generals of espionage in favor of Germany 
should be assessed, Litvinov 18 is said to have given the evasive 
answer that it was the business of the Court to judge this. :Moreover~ 
no details beyond those published by the Court were known to him. 
But surely there was hardly any need for him to point out that, as 
a result of their training in Germany and their sympathies, the con
demned Generals had represented a Germanophile element in the 
Command of the Red Army, the liquidation of which must logically 
also be to the advantage of Franco-Soviet relations. ·.For furth~r 
remarks of the Embassy, please refer to enclosure 1.11 

On the other hand, the strictly confidential statements of our .Am
bassador in :Moscow 18 given in enclosure 217 show that Litvinov some
times uses the bogey of rapprochement with Germany to activate 
effectively relations with France. :Moreover, according to our infor
mation, the delusion of a possible military alliance between National 
Socialist Germany and Bolshevist Russia is also worrying many 
British statesmen. · · 

I ask you, therefore, should a suitable opportunity arise in con~ 
versations with politicians in your country, to refer to the Fuhrer's 
words of 20th instant,111 in which he again very decisively rejected 
a close alliance with the Soviet Union, and to say that, to everyone 
who knows the Fuhrer's fundamental attitude toward Bolshevism, 
these words must appear natural and logical. Should the other party 
in the conversation make allusions to the shooting of the Generals, 
similar to those made bY. the member of the French Embassy here, 
I ask you to refute them emphatically by making use of the argu- · 
ments contained in enclosure 1 (insofar as they are not confidential). 

For the Minis~r: 
W[EIZSACKER] 

Director, Political Department 
[Note in SchHep's handwriting:] Insert under addre;;s hi enclosure 

1. Copy with two enclosurt>s to the German Embassy in Moscow. For 
information. ScHLIEP 

.. Soviet Commissar for Foreign Atrairs. 
" Not printed. 
•• (',ount von der Schulenburg . 
.. Thl' neil'hRtag !ilpeech; !'lee footnot~ 8.1, p. 1.1!1. 
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No. 65 
FlS/387, 389-390 

Unsigned2° Copy of Letter and Enclosed Memorandum From the 
Foreign Minister ( Ribbentrop) 21 to the Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces (Keitel) 

MARCH 4, 1938. 
lfy DEAR GENERAL: I am enclosing for your confidential ·informa

tion the record of a conversation with the Hungarian Minister here. 
As you will see from this,' M. Szt6jay suggested that arrangements 
should be made for the German and Hungarian Armies to discuss 
possible war aims vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia. 

I cannot but feel some misgivings about discussions of this nature. 
If we liave converSations with Hungary on possible war aims vis-a-vis 
Czechoslovakia, there is the danger that other authorities will obtain 
information about them. 

I should be very grateful if you would inform me briefly whether 
any kind of commitments have been entered into here. 

Kind regards and Heil Hitler ! 
Yours very sincerely, 

[E~closure] 

RM 139 
Szt6jay, the Hungarian Minister, called on me at 12:30 p.m. today. 

With regard to the Austrian question I informed him that we were 
hoping· for a peaceful solution. It was extremely regrettable that 
certain circles in the Western democracies seemed to be opposed to 
a normal development of the situation. I hoped, moreover, that 
during his visit to Vienna M. Kanya 22 had also advised the Austrians 
to adopt such a reasonable policy. 

• Though unsigned, it is clear from the succeeding document which also fol
lows this one in the film, that this document is the copy of the letter of Ribbentrop 
to which No. 66 is the reply . 

• 11 Neurath, the Foreign Minister, was appointed President of the Reich Secret 
Cabinet Council (Geheimer Kabinettsrat) and Ribbentrop (hitherto Ambassador 
in London) was appointed to succeed him as Foreign Minister on February 4, 
1938. Ribbentrop returned to London to wind up his affairs, subsequently, and 
was there between 1\larch 10 and 14. , 

Dr.-Herbert von Dirksen (hitherto Ambassadn.r in Tokyo) arrived In I..ondon 
on May 3 to succeed Ribbentrop as Ambassador. In the interval Woermann 
(Minister Plenipotentiary at the London Embassy) was Charge d'Affaires there 
until taking up his post of head of the Political Department in the Foreign 
Ministry in succession to Weizsli.cker, with the new rank of Under State Secre
tary, to which he had been appointed on February 4. He was followed as Charge 
d'Affaires in London by Theo Kordt until Dirksen's taking up his post in :Uay. 

""Kanya, the Hungarian Foreign Minister, visited Schuschnigg in Vienna semi
secretly after the Berchtesgaden meeting, probably late in February. 
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On my inquiring '\\ hether M. Kanya had gone to Vienmt on his 
own initiative, or whether an invitation had been received, 1\f. Szt6jay 
explained that he had unfortunately not been informed of this, but 
he was still awaiting an informatory telegram from his Government. 
He only knew that 1\I. Kanya had spoken with both Schuschnigg, 
the Federal Chancellor, and Schmidt, the Foreign Minister. More
over, he held the view that an Anschluss represented the most reason
able solution of the Austrian question. 

M. Szt6jay then informed me that a German-Hungarian discus
sion on possible war aims to be pursued vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia had 
previously been agreed upon between the armies on both sides. These 
discussions had lapsed somewhat recently. He had, however, now 
approached General Keitel with a view to the discussions being 
resumed. Moreover, he hoped that Germany would continue to ad
here to the policy, of which Herr von Neurath had informed him at 
the time, namely, of not concluding any nonaggression pact with 
Czechoslovakia without reaching a friendship agreement with 
Hungary at the same time. · 

I replied that our policy in this direction had undergone no change, 
but was reticent regarding the question of discussions on possible 
aims vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia between the German and Hungarian 
Armies. 

R( IBBENTROP] 

BERLIN, March 4, 1938. 

No. 66 
FlS/385-386 

1'he Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces (Keitel) to the 
Foreign Jfinister · 

BERLIN, ,V, 35. 
Tirpitzufer 72-76. 

1\Iarch 7, 1938. 

1\Iy DEAR MINISTER: I have received the minutes of your conver
sation with the Hungarian l\Iinister.23 After the departure of G~n
eral Roder (Honved l\Iinister)24 and Ratz (Chief of the General 
Staff), who were invited to the nrmed forces maneuvers in 1937,25 I 
was informed by Field Marshal von Blomberg 26 last. autumn that it 
was planned to commence operational General Staff talks during the 

• See document No. 65, supra. 
14 Minister of Defense. 
• In the autumn of 1937. 
•.war Minister an.d Commander in Chief of the Wehrmachl from 1\lay 21, 1!.135, 

until February 4, 1938, when he was relieved by Hitler of his office. 
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winter of '37-'38. Field Marshal von Blomberg remarked at the same 
time that he was reserving the initiation of these to himself and that 
General Beck, the Chief of our Army General Staff, was not author-

-ized to discuss such questions without these preparatory steps being 
taken. 

Lieutenant Colonel Hardy, the Hungarian Military Attache, re
minded me of this previous agreement a fortnight ago at the house 
of the Hungarian M:mister. I gave an evasive answer, spoke of 
natural delays as a result of Blomberg's retirement, and stated that 
I wished to make inquiries. 

When I then asked the Fuhrer whether he knew and approved of 
the agreement, the Fi.ihrer expressed the same objections as you did 
and instructed me to continue to evade the issue, in any case until my 
return from the FUhrer's visit to Italy.28 Thus there are no commit
ments apart from the conditional assurance given by Blomberg in 
the autumn, and, as I have ascertained, neither for General Beck. 

We are thus still at liberty to evade the issue in accordance with 
the Fuhrer's orders. 

Kind regards and Heil Hitler. 
Yours very sincerely, KEITEL 

No. 67 
28/18417 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovolda ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Mini.stry 

Telegram 

No. 48 of March 10 PRAGUE, :March 10, 1938. 
Prague press describes announcement of Austrian plebiscite29 as 

great surprise; expresses hope at same time of victory for Austrian 
independence idea. 

Foreign Minister Krofta told me today plebiscite also completely 
unexpected by Czechoslovak Government. Government regards it as 
by no means final solution, on contrary expects from result only cer
tain encouragement for successful party. Foreign Minister promised 
measures discouraging interest of Czechoslovak press in impending 
events. 

. EISENLOHR 

• May 3-9, 1988. 
• i.e., the plebiscite in Austria on the issue of national independence announced 

by the Chancellor, Schuschnigg, on March 9, to take place on the 13th. 
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No. 68 
120/67801 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

STRICTLY SECRET 

No. 49 of .M:arch 11 
For State Secretary : 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, March 11, 1938-9:20 p.m. 
Received March 11,1938-11:10 p.m. 

Have today privately informed Deputy. Frank of Sudeten German 
Party, Henlein's deputy, of assurances concerning elections, entry of 
Sudeten German Party into Government, amnesty, and establishing 
regular ccntact between Sudeten German Party and Prime Minister, 
given me by latter as consequence of Fuhrer's speech.3° Communica
tion was necessary because there ·llre signs in Sudeten German Party 
of a tendency instigated by Frank which, by intransigent attitude 
and raising unacceptable demands, would so hinder settlement and 
detente as to bring about eventual armed conflict with Reich. · 

Frank assured me he would adapt himself entirely to lines of 
Reich policy. As I have evidence, however, that he was not sincere,· 
and as he, moreover, expressed intention after leaving Legation of 
"checking" my communication by making inquiries in Berlin, I there
fore request that neither he nor Henlein should be received at For• . 
eign Ministry or any other Ministry, but be referred to [Volks
deutsche] MittelfJtelle, and that, if necessary, they be given there full 
instructions regarding policy. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 69 
120/67802 

Memorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 
Ministry ( M ackensen) at 

BERLIN, March ll, 1938-5 :15 p.m. 
Herr Eisenlohr, Minister in Prague, has communicated the fol

lowing information by telephone: 

"The Foreign Ministry here has received a report from its Minister 
in Berlin, to the effect that certain military measures had been taken 
in Munich, and rumors were said to be prevalent in Berlin itself that 
Germany was doing this so that Czech measures in Austria would 

• See footnote 83, p. 139. 
*' Mackensen was designated Ambassador In Rome on March 10, but continued 

to act jointly as State Secretary with his successor Welzsiicker (hitherto heail 
of the Political Department) until taking up the Rome post on Aprll1. (See also 
footnote 21, p. 152.) 

'1117114--..D-nl. n-tt 
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be impossible. Krofta, the Foreign Minister, added that the Czech 
Government was not contemplating any kind of measures in Austria, 
and that the spreading of such rumors in Germany was not con
sistent with the policy of the Czech Government, which was directed 
toward a detente with Germany." 

Herr Eisenlohr added that the Foreign :Minister, Krofta, had also 
told him, when giving him this information, that it was actually only 
with hesitation that he mentioned this rumor, but yet he felt bound 
to bring it to our notice, so that he could ensure that in Berlin such 
rumors about the Czechs were avoided as far as possible. Herr 
Eisenlohr added that he personally was of the opinion that M. Krofta's 
statement reflected the real views of the Czech Government. 

lliCKENSEN 

No. 70 
289/183017 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT PRAGUE, March 12, 1938-12:10 a.m. 
No. aO of March 11 Received March 12, 1938-2:35 a.m. 

Cabinet is meeting at the moment. Krofta, from whom I requested 
infornu.ttion, informed me from there by telephone shortly before 
midnight that there was absolutely no change in the attitude of the 
Czechoslovak Government, as previously reported by me by tele
phone, and that no one here contemplated intervening in Austrian 
aft' air. 

According to other (group missing) from reliable source, Minister 
of the Interior has during the afternoon ordered frontier defense by 
nonmilitary formations. 

EtSENLOHR 

No. 71 
120/67833 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Woermann) to the 
· German Foreign M iniatry 32 

Telegram 

URGENT LoNDON, March 12, 1938-10:36 a.m. 
No. 122 of March 12 Received March 12, 1938-12:35 p.m. 

The Czechoslovak Minister has just told me that he had been 
instructed to inform the British Government that all reports of 

• See footnote 21, p. 152. 
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mobilization or troop movements in Czechoslovakia were false, and 
that Czechoslovakia had no intention of intervening on account of 
events in Austria. 

. WoERMANN 

No. 72 
289/183016 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT PRAGUE, March 12, 1938-7 :40 p.m. 
No. 51 of March 12 Received March 12,1938-9:15 p.m. 

I. Foreign Minister's Chef de Cabinet 38 informed me (on the 
former's instruction) of statement made last night to Mastny by 
Goring,34 and at the same time in the Fuhrer's name, to the effect that 
the entry of German troops into Austria was nothing more than a 
family affair and that Germany was desirous of continuing policy 
toward Czechoslovakia of improving mutual relations; furthermore 
of the Field Marshal's telephone communication to Mastny todays4 

that German troops have orders to remain at a distance of 15 
kilometers from the. Czechoslovak frontier.311 Mastny had confirmed 
for his part that Czechoslovakia had not mobilized, but merely tight
ened up nonmilitary frontier security measures. 

II. Military celebrations in memory of skirmish of the Legion
aries at Bachmac are due to take place in Olmiitz tomorrow and 
cannot be canceled. Aircraft are also taking part in celebrations. 
If one should inadvertently fly over German or Austrian frontier, 
Czechoslovak Government requests that it should not be regarded· as 
a military action but as unpremeditated incident to be settled in usual 
manner. Please inform Ministry of War. 

III. Austrian Legation states it has been instructed to hoist 
swastika flag. I have supplied it with one. 

EISENLOHR 
11 Dr. Jlna . 

I. 

.. See document No. 74, p. 158. 
• Marginal longhand note: "Several military positions occupied (defense line 

held loosely." · 
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No. 73 
11149/891803-04 

Minute by Weissacker on an .Attached Note by the President of the 
Secret Cabinet Council (Neurath)IT 

BERLIN, liarch 12, 1938. 
The page attached hereto was intended to serve as a basis for a 

possible statement to the Czechoslovak Government on the 11th in
stant. It was not made use of on the 11th. 

WE1ZSACKER 

(Enclosure] 

[Longhand note by Neurath:] The Czechs:. Formal co:m.nlitment 
to the procedure laid down in the arbitration treaty of 1925: Infrac
tion of the arbitration· treaty is a caBUB foederi8. 

No. 74 
1939/434519-21 

The German Mimster in Czechoslovalcia ( Ei.senlohr) to the German 
Foreign Mimstry 

A. III. 1. b. 8. Pluom, March 13, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 1614) 

Subject: Statements by Field Marshal Goring. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

·Yesterday I reported briefly by telegraph the information given 
me by the Foreign Ministry here on the verbal and telephonic state
ments whieh, according to this report, Field Marshal Goring made 
tolL lfastny, the Czech Minister, during the night of the 11th-12th 
instant. In view of the importance and the particularly solemn na
ture of these declarations, I submit herewith a memorandum which 
contains a detailed account of the information given to me. 

. EISENWHR 

.. [Enclosure] 

A. III. 1. b. 8. PRAGUE, :March 12, 1938. 

}fEli:ORANDUK 

This afternoon between 4: and 5 o'clock :u .• Tina, the Chef de 
Cabine_t, telephoned to me and apologized for M. Krofta, his chief, 

"' See footnote 21. p. 152. 
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being engaged, and on his own behalf because he must remain at his 
telephone. He asked if I could come to see him. I went at once to 
the Foreign Ministry and he informed me of Field Marshal Goring's 
statements to :M. :Mastny38 and of the forthcoming Bachmac·Festival 
at Olmiitz. 

At last night's reception by the Field Marshal, Mastny had thanked 
him for the invitation. Field Marshal Goring mentioned the march 
into Austria 39 and gave Mastny his word of honor that the entry 
of German troops into Austria had been "nothing more than a family 
affair" and that Germany was disposed to maintain her former policy 
of mutual improvement of relations with Czechoslovakia. Mastny 
thereupon hurried· home and pa~ this news via the Foreign Min· 
istry here to Krofta, who was at the meeting of the Cabinet. Then 
.Uastny returned to the reception, spoke again with Field Marshal 
Goring and told him that he had conveyed his words to Krofta. In 
the presence of the Hungarian Minister40 the Field Marshal then 
repeated his declaration to .U. Mastny and added the following: 
"Yes, I have already given you my word; I repea.t it and give you in 
addition the word of the Supreme Head of the State. . I can give it 
to you and can give you a fully official declaration, because the FUhrer 
has entrusted me with the conduct of the highest affairs of state. 
He will retire for a short time [Er wird aich auf kurze Zeit zurock· 
ziehen]." 

In connection with this conversation the rumors of a Czech mobili· 
zation were also mentioned. In regard to that 1\Iastny said that · 
K!-'ofta had already denied these rumors to me. 

Today at 12: 30 p.m. Field Marshal Goring telephoned to 1\I. 
M:astny, confirmed to him his declarations of yesterday and told him 
further that the German Army had received strict orders only ·to 
approach up to a distance of 15 kilometers from the Czechoslovak 
frontier. These measures were adopted as a proof of Goring's state
ment of yesterday. Thereupon :M:astny on his part confirmed that 
Czechoslovakia had not mobilized, but had merely strengthened her 
frontier defense. Jina informed me further that no news of any kind 
was forthcoming from Britain or France. ! • 

M. :Masaryk, whom I later greeted in passing, told me that Field 
Marshal Goring's statements would be used with a certain irony by 
the Foreign Ministry in reassuring those Ministers of foreign powers 
who were inquiring anxiously about the fate of Czechoslovakia. 

• Ct. document ~o. 72. p. 1;';7. 
• The actual crossing of the Aostrlnn frontier by German troops began at 

10 p.m. on llarch 11. 
• DOme Szt6jny, 1oa:;....H. 
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Jina promised to keep me informed about all important matters, 
in order to guard against the impression which might be caused by 
rumors or possible false reports. 

EISENLOHB 

No. 75 
120/67865 

Minute 

BERLIN, March 13, 1938. 
Eisenlohr, German Minister in Prague, telephoned at midday 

today saying that Krofta, the Foreign Minister, had just informed 
him that numerous violatioiis of the Czech frontier by German mili
tary aircraft had occurred. Up till now six cases had Oi?CUrred, in 
which German aircraft or German aircraft formations had pene
trated Czech territory, in particular over Tabor, over the estate of the 
Czech President near Tabor, and even within the neighborhood of 
Prague. 

Minister Eisenlohr informs. us that he is doing everything to induce 
· calm and that he referred to Field Marshal Goring's definite assur

ance41 to the Czechoslovak Minister here, according to which our 
troops are to remain at a considerable distance from the Czechoslovak 
frontier and that Czechoslovakia is in no way affected by the whole 
action in Austria. 

Herr Eisenlohr asked, however, that Field Marshal Goring ·or 
General :Uilch42 should be informed with a view to their issuing 
stricter orders to respect the Czechoslovak frontier, and that every
thing should be done to prevent fresh crossings of the frontier. He 
also asked for a. telegram saying that the necessary measures are 
being taken, and that an investigation is in progress. A telegraphic 
report from the Legation in Prague was said to be on the way. I 
told the llinister, Eisenlohr, that he could rely entirely on Field 
lla.rshal Goring's statements, and inform the Czechoslovak Govern
ment that absolutely categorical instructions had been issued to the 
Wehrmacht to respect the Czechoslovak frontier and to leave Czecho
slovakia. completely .alone. The reported incidents could be accounted 
for only by mistakes on the part of the air crews or faulty observa
tion-from the ground. 

Herr Altenburg has -received instructions to take the necessary 
steps with the military authorities at once. 

WEIZSACKER 

• See document No. 74, &upra. · 
a Representative of the Reich Air Minister and Commander in Chief of the 

Llu.ftwatle; State Secretary for Aviation. 
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No. 76 
120/67867 

Statement by the Intelligence Directorate of the German 
War Ministry ; 

Information from F.A.4S 

The Czech Minister has been instructed to make the following 
representation to Field Marshal Goring: 

German aircraft constantly violating Czech frontier. If these 
violations do not stop, Czechoslovak troops cannot be restrained. 

EmcH KoRDT 
BERLIN, March 13, 1938-2:55 p.m. 

No. 77 
120/67866 

Telephone Message From Weizslicker to the German Mini[!ter in 
Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) and Minute of the Reply 

Telephone Message . 

To Legation, Prague, March 13 at 4: 13 p.m. 
For the Minister: Field Marshal Goring has just received the 

Czechoslovak Minister and given him pacifying assurances. 
WEIZS.Ac:KER 

The Minister, Eisenlohr, said: That is splendid; please convey 
many thanks from me . 

• 
No. 78 

120/67869-70 

Memorandum by the President of the Secret Oabinet Oouncii 
(Neurath) for the Foreign Minister 

Priis. G. K. 61 MARcH 14, 1938. 
In answer to a telephone call from me the Czechoslovak Minister 

called on me on the afternoon of March 12.44 On behalf of the 
FUhrer I told him the following:- : ' 

1) The action at present in progress in Austria is in no way 
directed against Czechoslovakia. 

2) The troops advancing into Austria have been instructed to 
remain at least 15-30 kilometers from the Czech frontier. 

"Fremden-AbteiZung, the Intelligence Directorate of the War Ministry • 
.. Ct. document No. 74, p. 158. 
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3) The FUhrer hopes that relations between Czechoslovakia and 
Germany will improve further, but a condition for this is that the 
Czech Government shows more understanding for the 3lf2 million 
Germans in Czechoslovakia. 

In the conversation with M. Mastny which followed this communi
cation he mentioned the earlier offer by the FUhrer to conclude long
term nonaggre&->ion pacts with his neighbors." I told him that, in 
my opinion, such a pact was not necessary for the relationship be
tween Germany and Czechoslovakia, as the arbitration treaty of 
19254T was still in force between us, in which it was expressly stipu
lated that all questions at issue between Czechoslovakia. and Germany 
should be dealt' with first in a. more closely specified procedure, and 
that, before such procedure were carried out, every act of force must 
be avoided. The guarantor for this was France. The Minister ad
mitted that this treaty still existed. He seemed, however, to attach 
importance to the conclusion of a new agreement, if possible in the 
form of a nonaggression pact. In consequence, I repeatedly stressed 
that the conclusion of a. nonaggression pact presupposed, too, that the 
Czechoslovak Government would satisfy the wishes of its Sudeten 
GenDa.n subjects. . 

M. Mastny told me that, as was already known, the Prague Govern
ment was maintaining complete calm in face of events in Austria 
and was taking no measures for mobilization, although, of course, 
police precautions on the frontier were essentiaL 

BARON VON NEURATH 

BEBLIN, March 14, 1938. 
[Marginal note:] Discussed with Prince Bismarck:" 

ENSEN] March 14:. . 

• Such offers had been made frequently by Bitler since his speech of May 17, 
1933-in public speeches and private interviews on March ·16, 1935; May 1935 
(Reiehstag speech and Price Bell Interview), and March 1936 (Ward Price 
interview), offering in each specific nonaggression pacts with neighboring coun
tries, but refusing multilateral assistance pacts with the eastern neighbors. A 
similar offer was made specifically to Czechoslovakia on October 11, 1936. 

• The treaty of October 1925, which was part of the Locarno Agreements. 
• Deputy head of_ the Political Department. 
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No. 79 
28/19241 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation· 
in Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

SECRET :MARcH 14-7 p.m. 
No. 30 of :March 14 Received March 14. 

In reply to telegram No. 49f9 

Frank, who called today, was not received but directed to the 
Mittelstelle~ He reported by telephone that he was not received 
there either and is returning to Prague this evening. 

BISMARCK 

[Marginal note initialed by Eisenlohr March 15 :] Herr Hencke 
for confidential examination. 

No. 80 
1941/f35023-24 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Oaechoslovalcia 

Telegram 

No. 31 

Reference telegram No. 51,110 

BERLIN, l{arch 14, 1938. 
(zu Pol. IV l558) 

Communication of the Foreign :Minister's Ohef de Cabinet on Field 
Marshal' Goring's statement to M. :M:astny gives correct account of 
conversation. -The President of the Secret Cabinet Council 51 spoke 
with :M:. :M:astny on behalf of the FUhrer on the same lines and added 
the following: 

The Fi.ihrer hopes that relations between Czechoslovaki~ and Ger
many will improve further. Condition for this, however, is that 
Czechoslovak Government should show more understanding for the 
3~ million Germans in Czechoslovakia. M. :M:astny referred to an 
earlier offer by the Fi.ihrer to conclude long-term nonaggression paets 
with neighbors.112 President of Secret Cabinet Council answered: in 
his opinion such a nonaggression pact not necessary in relations be
tween Germany and Czechoslovakia, as the arbitration treaty of 1925 
still in force between us, in which it is expressly stipulated that all 
questions at issue between the two countries should be settled by a 

•Document No. 68, p. 155. 
• Document No. 72, p. 157. 
n Neurath. See document No. 78, p. 161. 
• See footnote 46, p. 162. 
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more closely defined procedure, and that before such procedure were 
completed, every act of violence should cease; guarantor for this was 
France. Minister admitted that this treaty still existed, but seemed 
to attach importance to conclusion of a new agreement, if possible in 
the form of a nonaggression pact. President of Secret Cabinet 
Council therefore stressed again that the conclusion of a nonaggres
sion pact also presupposed that the Czechoslovak Government would 
satisfy the wishes of its Sudeten German subjects. 

lUCKENSEN 

No. 81 
120/67891 

Memorandum by the Pre8ident of the Secret Cabinet Council 
(Neura:th) for the Foreign Minister 

Prii.s. G. K. 70 
This morning the British Ambassador56 called on me and asked, 

after he had already spoken with Prime Minister Goring by tele
phone, whether I had any objection to the British Government's 
making known in today's session of the House of Commons the state
ments which I; on behalf of the Fiihrer, had made to the Czecho
slovak l:finister here.5T If these statements were made known, as well 
as those of Prime :Minister Goring58 who had already given his con
sent, it would contribute considerably to calming British public 
opinion. I told the Ambassador that I had no objection to my state
ments to the Czechoslovak Minister also being made public. 

BARON VON NEURATH 

BERLIN, March 14, 1938. 
[Longhand note 59 initialed by von llackensen, March 15 :] In this 

conversation Jews and Catholics were not referred to. 

No. 82 
897/212901-02 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy in the 
SO'Viet Union 

SECRET lfARCH 14, 1938. 
(Pol. I 675 g) 

The enclosed is the translation of a. report on the Soviet Union 
and Czechoslovakia. which has been given to the German Legation in 

11 Sir Nevile Henderson. 
• See document No. 78, p. 161. 
• See document No. 74, p.158. 
• For the significance of this note. see ,document No. 88, p. 171, and footnote 79 

thereto. 
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Prague by a reliable Ukrainian source. As the Legation points out, 
the information about the doubts entertained by the Czechoslovak 
Army regarding the military reliability of their Soviet ally are also 
confirmed from another source. : 

For the Minister: 
ScHLIEP· 

[Enclosure] 

The Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia 
SECRET 

After the shooting of :Marshal Tukhachevsky 80 and other very 
high-ranking officers of the Soviet Army, the Czechoslovak General 
Staff lost its confidence in the Red Army Staff. On this account , 
mutual relations assumed an abnormal form, especially because the 
Government on their part adhered to their friendly treaty relations 
with Moscow. On January 22, 1938, the Czechoslovak General Staff 
for the last time and for various reasons turned down the proposal 
of the Red Army Staff for the appointment of a mixed conimission 
to examine the defense plans of both States. The Czechoslovak 
General Staff did not wish to reveal certain secrets regarding· the 
operational plans and armament of Czechoslovakia, as well as the 
plans for mobilization and their latest aircraft engines. The fears 
of the Czechoslovak General Staff are shown by the fact that, up to 
the present, it is not yet convinced that, as Moscow maintains, 
Tukhachevsky was not in contact with the German General Staff, 
and so might have betrayed to the latter all the Czechoslovak defense · 
secrets, and because it is not sure that some representative of the Red 
Army General Staff might not again hand over such secrets to' the 
German General Staff. The position of the Czechoslovak Foreign 

. Ministry had been weakened by the latest events in th~ Soviet 
Union,81 because they reveal at the same time the Soviet regime's 
hopeless position and the possibility of Soviet policy turning its back 
on the West. · ',. 

• See footnote 85, p. 99. 
" Presumably this refers to the further recent purges In the Soviet Union of 

certain chiefs of the Navy (Admirals Orloff and Slrkotf) at the end of February, 
and the large-scale treason trials of prominent Soviet leaders in early March, 
including those of Yagoda, Rykoff, and Bukharln, on charges of espionage, etc. 
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No.83 
1613/386681 

Minute of Telephone Instruction From, the W ehrmacht H eadguartera, 
Intelligence Directorate 

AUSL III a. MARCH 14, 1938-12:20 p.m. 
(Pol. I 806) 

Subject: Zone on the Austrian-Czech frontier not to be entered by 
German troops. 

According to telephonic information in Section 1, Army General 
Staff (Captain von Treskow), there has been ordered as a protected 
zone: 

For Luftwaffe 
For Army formations 

No.84 
2370/496631 

30km. 
15km. 

[Signature illegible] 

The German Charge d'Af!airea in Great Britain (Woermann) to the 
German Foreign Ministry .. 

Telegram 

No. 132 of March 15 

In .continuation of No. 130.84 

LoNDON, March 15, 1988-2 :05 p.m. 
Received March 15, 1938-4:10 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 1684) 

In yesterday's House of Commons statement Chamberlain again 
refrained from defining the British attitude to Czechoslovakia. He 
only characterized the attitude in Czechoslovakia toward events in 
Austria as a matter of general interest. He further stated that the 
Czechoslovak Government had informed the British Government 
that they had followed events in Austria from July 193665 to the 
present with the greatest attention. He had also been informed that 
on March 11 Field Marshal Goring had given the Czech Minister in 
Berlin an assurance, renewed later expressly on behalf of the FUhrer, 
that ~t-was the German Government's earnest desire to improve 
German-Czech relations.68 The Minister had further been told that 
the German troops advancing into Austria. had received orders to 

• Not printed. 
• The date of the Austro-German "Gentlemen's Agreement," July 11: see rele

vant documents in vol. I, chap. II. 
• See documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp. 158 and 161. 
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remain at least 15 km. from the Czech frontier. On the same day 
Herr von Neurath had assured the Czech Minister t1tat Germany still 
considered herself bound by the German-Czechoslovak arbitration 
agreement. , 

According to earlier statements, the British Government reserves 
the right to support Czechoslovakia in the event of attack, if this 
appears to be indicated under the provisions of the League of Nations 
Covenant. (Cf. Report A 1096 of March 4).8T · 

WoERMANN 

rr Not printed. 



CHAPTER II 

FROM THE ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA 
TO THE MAY CRISIS 

No. 85 
120/6796()-62 

Memorandum by the Stats Secretary in the German Foreign 
Min.iatry (Mackemen) 

BERLIN, March 16, 1938. 
I asked the Czech Minister to call on me at 7 p.m. and acquainted 

him with the contents of the enclosed memorandum of today's date 
by Prince Bismarck69 on his telephone conversation with Embassy 
Counselor Hencke. I said I had spoken to the Reich Foreign Minis
ter on the subject immediately after his arrival, in order to pacify 
the Czech Government once ·again by a direct statement from him. 
The Reich Foreign Minister had characterized the news of military 
preparations in Bavaria and Saxony as sheer nonsense, and instructed 
me to ask M. Mastny to pass this information on to Prague. M. 
Mastny thanked me heartily for my information and stated that the 
matter had not been broached to him by Czechoslovakia. Neither 
did he quite understand this fresh uneasiness, for on· two occasions 
he had received statements from Field Marshal Goring70 and a state· 
ment from the President of the Secret Cabinet Council,n which he 
regarded as a completely satisfactory assurance. Finally, what more 
could the Czechs demand than Field Marshal Goring's word of 
honor, and this had been given him. If someone were to wake him 
up at 12 o'clock at night with new alarming reports, he would merely 
mention this word· of honor, turn over, and go to sleep again. 

Moreover, M. Mastny pointed out that he was constantly provided 
with fresh alarming reports by his colleagues; as, for instance, only 
today-he had been told of 200,000 German troops in Austria, who 
could only be intended for use against Czechoslovakia. In such cases 
he usually answered by referring to the word of honor given to him. 

• Deputy head of the Political Department 
• See document No. 74, p. 138. 
11 See document No. 78, p. 161. 

168 

:MACKEN SEN 
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[Enclosure] 

Memorandum, by the Deputy Head of the Political Department in 
the German Foreign Ministry (Bismarck) 

BERLIN, March 16, 1938. 
Herr Hencke, Counselor to the German Legation in Prague, tele

phoned me at 1 p.m. today and made the following communication: 
The German Military Attache na was today requested to attend at 

the Czech General Staff Headquarters, where the following was com
municated to him: 

According to information available to the Czech General Staff, 
military preparations were taking place in Bavaria and Saxony 
which were causing anxiety to Czechoslovakia. To this the· German 
Military Attache replied that he knew nothing of such preparations 
and that there was no cause at all for anxiety in Czechoslovakia. 

Herr Hencke further stated that Herr Eisenlohr was at the time 
having a discussion in the Czech Foreign Ministry with the Foreign 
Minister and had asked him [Hencke] to telephone him during the 
discussion after conversation with Berlin, in order to confirm that 
the above statement by the German Military Attache could be en-
dorsed as accurate. · ·· · 

I replied to Herr Hencke that he could do this without heeitation. 
There was no question of any kind of military preparations, and 
there was therefore no cause for anxiety in Czechoslovakia • 

. BISMARCK 

No. 86 
2369/494381 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the Ge~an 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 57 of March 16 PRAGUE, March 16,1938-3:4:2 p.m. 
Received March 16, 1938-6:4:0 p.m. 

• (Pol. IV 1n4) 
1Vith reference to your telegram No. 30 of March 14.12 
Rejection of Frank's policy 73 has had salutary effect. Ha~e had 

exhaustive discussions separately with Henlein, who has recently 
been avoiding me, and with Frank, and have received following 
assurances : 

"• Lieutenant Colonel Toussaint. 
'" Document No. 79, p, 163. 
'"This apparently refers to the differences over policy between certain of the 

Sudeten German Party Leaders, referred to in document No. 68, p. 155. 
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1) Course of German foreign policy as communicated by Legation 
is to be sole determining factor for policy and tactical procedure of 
Sudeten German Party. My instructions are to be strictly observed. 

2) Public speeches and press will be passed in agreement with me. 
Editorial staff of Die ZeitH to be improved. · 

3) Party leadership is abandoning former intransigent course, 
which might eventually lead to political complications, and will adopt 
policy of .gradual furthering of Sudeten German interests. Aims 
are to be determined always jointly with me and supported by 
parallel diplomatic action. Racial Protection Law71i and "territorial 
autonomy" are no longer to be in forefront. . 
· 4) If consultation with Berlin offices is necessary or desirable 
before any of Henlein's important propaganda declarations, this 
would be proposed and arranged through Legation. 

5) All communications from Sudeten Germans to German offices 
are to pass through hands of Legation. 

6) Henlein will have weekly contact with me and, if requested, 
come to Prague at any time. . 

Hope henceforth to keep Sudeten German Party under close con
trol, which is more than ever necessary for coming developments in 
foreign policy. -Please inform Ministries concerned and Mittelatelle, 
and request support for this unified steering of Sudeten German 
Party. 

EI.SENLOHH 

No. 87 
2370/491SIS32 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeclc) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

No.147 of March .16 

Telegram 

P ARIB, March 16, 1938. 
Received .March 16, 1938-10:30 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 1786) 

With reference to our telegrams 141 and 144.18 

At yesterday's session of the National Defense Council the means. 
of France rendering help io Czechoslovakia were discussed in detail. 
Soviet Ambassador is said to have stated yesterday that the Soviet 
Union stood by the Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assistance, 
and that the three Soviet Military Districts, White Russia, Kiev, 
and Odessa, were at any moment prepared to render aid regardless 
of the actual situation in the Far East. French Government pre-

"The principal daily organ of the Sudeten German Party. 
"One of the laws proposed by the Sudeten German Party in April 1937. See 

footnote 10, p. 6. 
.,. Telegram No. 141 is printed in voL I. p. 603. Telegram No. 144 ls not printed. 
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sumably wants concrete proof of this assurance from military quar- . 
ters. 1\Ioreover, since yesterday the Spanish question 77 has become 
the main concern of French policy. The success of Franco's army 
and the intentions of 1\Iussolini, which are credited here, of landing 
in Spain or the Balearic Islands, have given rise to the impression 
that French interests in the Mediterranean, above all the lines of 
communication with North Africa, are threatened, thus endangering 
vital French interests. Reaction to this is very strong in Govern
ment and Army, but aims are not_ yet very clear. 

WELCZECK 

[Longhand note initialed by Weizsiicker, March 18 :] Has a request 
been made to London, Paris, and Prague for more detailed informa
tion on the French and British promises to Prague! 

No.88 
1939/4841i3o-31 

The German Oharge d' A If aires in Great Britain (Woermann) to ·the 
German Foreign Ministry 

No. 14:5 of March 17 

Telegram 

LoNDON, March 17, 1938. 
Received March 18, 193~9 a.m. 

(PoL IV 1775) 
1) During yesterday's debate in the House of Lords, Lord Halifax 

said, in connection with the Austrian: question, that the attitude of 
successive British Governments had been quite consistent. They had 
never supposed the status guo in Austria could be maintained for all 
time. They had been perfectly willing to recognize the special .in
terest of the German Government in the relations between Germany 
and Austria. Therefore they had been perfectly willing to contem-
plate revision· of the Peace Treaties. · -

He denied the rumor that he had encouraged Germany to use 
violence against Austria and ·said that, on the contrary, he had 
pointed out that changes should not be made in Europe by violence 
or by measures approaching violence. · · 

Germany's attitude had administered a most rude and a most grave 
shock to European confidence. 

"Presumably the rapid advance of the Nationalist forces on Barcelona on the 
13th and 14th and their Impending occupation of points on the Mediterranean 
coast. 

797664-49-vol. II-l'l 
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Halifax further expressed the opinion that there was no point in 
bringing the Austrian question before the League of Nations. Only 
a war could bring about a change in the situation thus produced. 
Members of the League of Nations were, however, not prepared for 
this. 

Concerning further remarks about the attitude of the British 
Government toward the new situation, attention is drawn to tele
graphic report No. 144 of March 17.78 

2) There followed then tl:i.e moving of a. resolution on statements 
made on March 14 in the House of Commons by Mr. Butler, Parlia
mentary Under Secretary, concerning alleged German assurances re
garding treatment of Jews, Socialists, and Schuscbnigg's supporters.79 

I refer you to the above-mentioned telegraphic report. 
3) Halifax further stated that his Government would continue to 

stand by its policy of nonintervention in Spain. 
4) On the Czechoslovak question he revealed that the British Gov

ernment had received permission from the German Government to 
communicate to Parliament the assurances given by Germany to the 
Czechoslovak Government (cf. tel. report No. 132 of March 15).80 

In view of these assurances solemnly given and more than once re
peated, he naturally expected the German Government to abide by 
them. The statements made by Churchill in the Commons on 14th 
and by Lord Cecil on }larch 16,81 as well as other suggestions made 
in the House as to the political methods to employ in the present situ
ation, would be most carefully considered by the Government. For 
the time being he could not express any opinion on them. Naturally 

"'Not printed. 
"'This was the promise given by Neurath to the British Ambassador, Sir Nevile 

Henderson, in telephone conversation on the morning of the 14th, to do what 
he could to ensure tolerant treatment of certain elements in Austria such as the 
Jews, Socialists, Catholics, and supporters of Schuschnigg. See also the longhand 
note to document No. 81, p. 164. 

• Document No. 84, p. 166. _ 
11 These statements, both very critical of the British Government's action in 

the Austrian affair were as follows :-Mr. Churchill's statement in the House of 
Commous debate on the Austrian question on March 14 consisted mainly of a 
warning of the strategic significance and importance of the German occupation 
of,Vienna, in giving her mastery over a large stretch of the Danube and of the 
principal communications of Southeastern Europe; he pointed to the consequent 
isolation of Czechoslovakia and the wedge thus inserted into the Little Entente 
countries, warned that Nazism would not stand still with the conquest of Austria 
and was moving toward complete control, and urged international discussion of 
the whole matter through diplomatic channels and ultimately at the League of 
Nations. 

Lord Cecil's speech in the House of Lords on the 16th declared the events in 
Austria to be the result of deliberate preparation, and warned that the principle 
of German policy entailed the incorporation of all German minorities, and thus 
involved a threat to Czechoslovakia; France's and Russia's fulfillment of their 
obligations in this case was to be counted on, and hence threatened a European 
convulsion; he also urged that the matter be brought before the League of Nations. 
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the British Government was in close consultation with the French 
Government. 

5) Halifax further remarked in general terms that, however diffi
cult it might be of comprehension by German thought,82 it was none 
the less the fact that the conscience of a great part of the civilized 
human race had been made suddenly aware of a naked contradiction 83 

between those things which they valued and those things of which 
the methods of these last days seemed to be the outward sign and 
substance. 

6) Finally, Halifax represented as the objective of British policy 
that it must be so conducted that it might command the support of 
the whole British Empire, and, further, that efforts must be made to 
reassert the claims of international law as opposed to the exercise of 
force in the settlement of international disputes, and, finally, that 
ways and means must be devised, whether through the machinery of 
the League of Nations or on lines in harmony with League principles, 
to direct the nations so that both injustice would be removed and 
peace maintained. 

WoEBMANN 

No.89 
FlS/351, 348-349 

The Deputy (Friedrich Burger) of the Leader of th"e Sudeten German 
Party (Henlein) to the State Secretary (Mackemen) -

BERLIN-ZEHLENDORF, Spandauer Weg 162. 
·March 18, 1938. · 

Mr DEAR STATE SECRETARY: I beg to submit herewith, on instruc
tions from Konrad Henlein, a letter for the Reich Foreign Minister 
with the request that you will kindly forward it. 

Heil Hitler 1 
FniEDmcu BuRGER 

[Enclosure] 

HoF IN BAvARIA, March 17, 1~38. 
:Mr DEAR FoREIGN MINISTER: In our heartfelt joy at the happy 

turn of events in Austria, we feel bound to express our thanks to all 
those who contributed to the success of this great new work ·of 
the FUhrer. · -

• This phrase "German thought" is quoted thus in English in parentheses in 
the originaL • . 

• This phrase "naked contradiction" is quoted thus in English in parentheses 
in the original. 
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Please accept, therefore, my dear Minister, the sincere thanks of 
all Sudeten Germans. 

We shall render thanks to the FUhrer by redoubling our efforts 
in the service of the policy of Greater Germany. 

The new situation demands an examination of Sudeten German 
policy. To this end I beg to request the opportunity of an early 
personal talk with you. 

In view of this necessary clarification, I have postponed for 4 
weeks the nation-wide Party Rally arranged for March 26 and 27, 
1938. 

I should be grateful if Herr Eisenlohr and two of my closest 
collaborators could be invited to the discussion requested. 

Heil Hitler ! 
Faithfully yours, 
[Manuscript note by Mackensen ( ~) :] 

Frank, headstrong Kundt, no confidence 
Kiinzel, Neuwirth. (Comrades' Association) 
Kreisel, Caspar. Brehm. 

No. 90 
. 120/67968 

KoNRAD HENLEIN 

Sebekovsky 
Span. 

Memorandum by the Head of the Press Department in the German 
• Foreign Mi'nistry ( Aschmann) . 

MARCH 17, 1938. 
The Czechoslovak Minister has just been to see me and pointed 

out that in the report of Chamberlain's speech 88 in the German press 
those passages had been omitted which contained the Reich Govern
ment's declaration in regard to Czechoslovakia. Neither had any 
news of the statements made to him by Prime Minister Goring 
and Reich Minister von Neurath 87 appeared previously in the Ger
man press. 

·In reply I told him that Chamberlain's speech had only been re
ported very briefly indeed, and that there was no other reason. for 
the omission of this part of the speech than that the declarations of 
the Reich Government could not be communicated indirectly to the 
German public by means of a speech by the British Prime Minister. 
I wOUld, however, submit to the appropriate department his desire 
to see a note published in the German press. 

18 The Prime Minister's speech in the House of Commons on March 14 on the 
events in Austria and H.M. Government's attitude. 

"'For these statements, see documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp. 158 and 161. 
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No. 91 
1613/386669-70 

The German Minister in OzechoBlovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign MiniBtry · · . · 

SECRET 

A. III. 1. b. 8. 
PRAGUE, March 17, 1938. 

(Pol. I 734 g (IV)) 
With reference to the telephonic report by Counselor of Legation 

Hencke, of March 16, 1938. · 
Subject: Alleged military measures in Bavaria and Saxony. 

On the 16th of this month the Military Attache of the Legation, 
Lieutenant Colonel Toussai,:~.t, was invited to ·come· to the C~echo
slovak General Staff, where the responsible official [Referent], Lieu-· 
tenant Colonel Bene8, made to him the observations, appearing in the 
enclosure,87• as to alleged German military measures in Bavaria and 
Saxony. In doing so Lieutenant Colonel BeneS pointed out that 
these measures were causing anxiety to the Government of Czecho
slovakia. On being asked what he knew of military· preparations 
in Saxony and Bavaria, Lieutenant Colonel Toussaint replied that 
so far he had heard nothing about this.· If, however, they had a~tu
ally been made, of which as he said he was ignorant, they would 
certainly not be directed in any way against Czechoslovakia. In his 
opinion:, the Government of Czechoslovakia had no cause whatever 
for uneasiness. . · 

As I myself had an appointment at 1 p.m. with Foreign Minister 
Krofta, I instructed Counselor of Legation Hencke to telephone to 
the Foreign Ministry and request confirmation of the reply made by 
Lieutenant Colonel Toussaint to Lieutenant Colonel Benes. The 
Minister, Prince Bismarck,88 gave his sanction immediately by tele
phone. Having at once made inquiries from the responsible authori
ties, he repeated this confirmation in a second telephone· call from 
Berlin. At the same time Minister Prince Bismarck stated that the 
German Government stood fast on the declarations which had been 
given to Minister Mastny,89 and added that no special military meas
ures had been taken on the Czechoslovak frontier. 

I also took the opportunity during my visit to M. Krofta of bring• 
ing to his notice the communication from the Foreign Ministry. 
Lieutenant Colonel Toussaint has made a corresponding communica
tion to the Czechoslovak Lieutenant Colonel Benes . 

... Not printed (1613j3866671). The substance of this enclosure ls given to the 
enclosure to document No. 85, p. 168. 

• Deputy head of the Political Department In the German Foreign Ministry. 
• See documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp, 158 and 161. . 
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The enclosure already mentioned at the beginning is a memo
randum which the Minister for Foreign Affairs personally handed 
to me during ~y visi~ on the 15th of this month. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 92 
1650/392013 

The German Charge d'Affaires in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) 
· to the German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 83 of March 17 :Moscow, March 17, 1938-10:48 p.m. 
Rece_ived March 18, 1938-2 a.m. 

Litvinov92 today made statement to press representatives which 
has already been circulated by D.N.B.93 and Tass.94 Declaration com

. prises three main points: 

1) Soviet Government's willingness, now as ever, to take part in 
collective negotiations jointly agreed with her, with the object of 
preventing further aggressive developments and removing increased 
dangers of war. 

2) Soviet Government's agreement to consult immediately with 
other powers, within or without the League of Nations, about prac
tical measures demanded by the. circumstances. 

3) Challenge to be made to all states to adopt firm decisive attitude 
regarding . problem of preserving collective peace, before it is too 
late. 

Statement demonstrates intention of Soviet Government to take a 
hand fu European politics once more. At the same time it deliber
ately avoids committing the Soviet Government, and makes every
thing further dependent on attitude of remaining powers. 

Litvinov described statement to press representatives as proposal 
addressed to all peace-loving governments. In reply to questions 
Litvinov stated that Soviet Government took serious view of latest 
Polish-Lithuanian incident,95 which was evidence of "prewar at-

• Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs. 
• The German official news agency. 

· "The Soviet official news agency. 
• The killing of a Polish soldier by a Lithuanian frontier patrol on March 10 

had further inflamed the tension between the two States, which, together with 
the total rupture of all diplomatic relations, had persisted since the Polish seizure 
of the city of VUna from Lithuania in 1920. On March 18 the Polish Government 
replied with a 48-hour ultimatum to the Lithuanian Government, demanding 
assurances and the immediate restoration of diplomatic relations, etc., under 
threat of military action. The Lithuanian Government accepted these terms on 
Mareh20. 

For German documents on the Polish-Lithuanian crisis of March 1938, see 
VOL IV. 
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mosphere," and that in case of attack on Czechoslovakia. Soviet 
Government would fulfill her obligation exactly as laid down for 
Czechoslovakia in her Pact of Mutual Aid with France. When 
asked whether Soviet Government would also act independently if 
occasion arose, Litvinov gave evasive answer and referred to efforts 
to achieve a collective action. 

T!PPELSKIRCH 

No. 93 
28/19248-49 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Minister 
in 0 zechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) 

Telegram 

STRICTLY SE(.,'RET MARCH 18, 1938-1:30 a.m. 
No. 40 of March 17 Received March 18, 1938. 

For Head of Mission personally. 
With reference to telegram No. 49 of March 11.95a 

Frank has given the following information on your interview with 
· him to the War Ministry official in question: As representative of 

the Third Reich, you had to demand from the Sudeten German ' 
Party a complete reorientation of their policy. The Party must 
abandon its opposition and adopt a friendly attitude to State and 
Government. Previous conditions for joining the Government 
(equality of rights and compensation) must be abandoned. The 
Party must assume an Activist policy and attain its ends step by 
step. Frank declared that you presented these demands as an ulti
matum, with· the addition that, if the Sudeten German Party did not 
accept them, they would be disavowed by both you and the Reich. 
Since acceptance of this program would meal). a total reversal· of 
policy for the Sudeten German Party, it must on account of different 
currents of thought in Berlin (apparently several groups are missing 
here) dispel ••• get the consent of responsible Reich-German au
thorities that this policy was really desired by the Reich-Germans. 

Frank's letter to me of March 1496 develops the same line of 
thought, though by no means in so weighty a manner. I replied to 
Frank that naturally the German Minister merely repeated the 
policy of responsible Government circles. 

Kindly report immediately what you actually did say to Frank. 
Frank apparently intends to visit you again together with Henlein 
in the course of the next few days. 

•• Document No. 68, p. 155. 
• Not P!Inted. 
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No.94 
3971212900 

The German Foreign Mini&t'l"!J to the German Embassy 
in the Soviet Union 

Telegram 

~No. 57 BERLIN, March 18,1938-10:25 p.m. 
Received March 19, 1938--2 :30 a.m. 

Ambassador in Paris telegraphs on March 16: 
The Council for National Defense yesterday discussed exhaustively 

methods of_making French help available to Czechoslovakia. The 
Soviet Am~assador is reported to have given the information yester
day, that the Soviet Union stood by the Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty 
of Mutual Assistance and that three Soviet White-Russian Military 
Districts [W ehrkreiae] and Odessa were ready to render assistance 
at any time, irrespective of the situation in the Far East. 

Request telegraphic report. 
WEIZSACKER 

[Longhand note :968] There is no Odessa lfilitary District. 

No.95 
120/68053-14 . . 
The German Minister in Ouchoilovakia ( Eiaen'lohr) to the German 

Foreign Minist'l"!J 
Telegram 

HOST SECRET PRAoUE, March 18, 1938-4:55 p.m. 
No. 60 of March 18 Received March 18, 1938--6:45 p.m. 

Reference to telegram No. 40 of the 17th.91 

·Following for State Secretary. 
Henlein's and Frank's promises of March.15 have been reported 

in telegram No. 57 of March 16.98 Both declared themselves, in 
separate conversations, to be in Unreserved agreement. At Frank's 
wish 4iscussion was at same time arranged for next week with three 
representatives of Sudeten German Party, so that details of tactical 
procedure could be agreed upon. 

I have· in no wise demanded that Sudeten German Party should 
abandon its role-of opposition or· become Activist or friendly to the 
State and Government. I have rather explicitly stressed that Party 
must, until entry into Government after elections, remain in opposi· 

... By an official of the Moscow Embassy from the files of which this document 
comes. 

"Doeument No. 93, p.177. 
• Doeument No. 86, p. 169. 
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tion, and should in speeches voice no confidence in Government's 
promises, but should, however, induce in people a somewhat hopeful 
frame of mind with regard to German protection, in order to dimin-
ish danger of incidents. · 

I have indicated as next aim realization of Hodza's assurances, 
which are known to you, that is, as comprehensive an amnesty as pos
sible, transfer of German officiaJs and civil-service recruits to German 
area, development of self-administration to such extent that. later on 
only State officials and those in the autonomous administration who 
are of German race are employed there; further, cessation of build
ing of "Czechization schools" [Tachechi&ie1"1MtgBBChulen], liolding 
of State or communal elections or both, and,· finally, partici
pation of Sudeten German Party in Government for purpose of ob
taining further rights, and detachment of Czechoslovaks from pact 
system.911 Disbandment of State police in frontier area. a.nd creation 
of opportunity for the free profession of the Na.tiona.l Socia.list 
ideology were mentioned as other most importa.nt aims. Conditions 
for entry into Government were not discussed, a.s eventuality not 
acute for months yet. . 

On the other hand I have not permitted that Party. organization 
should seek to repudiate permanent contact with Hoff,t which I had 
brought a.bout, or that any attempt should be made to play off 
against each other differences of opinion and tendencies in mat~rs 
of foreign policy which are alleged to exist in Germany, or to con .. 
test my authority as that of the official representative of Reich policy. 
Insistence on hitherto demagogic demands of Sudeten German Party, 
that is on Racial Protection Law and '~territorial autonomy,":a which 
are in practice unrealizable and are unacceptable to any Czechoslovak 
Government, involves danger that we must later either leave .the 
Sudeten German Party in the lurch or be drawn into armed conflict. 

Frank made the oral and written, statements, which are in your 
possession, before his first conversation with me on evening of March 
15, but their text corresponded in all essential details to first conver
sation. It remains to be seen whether he will now keep to his promise. 

EISENLOHB 

•I.e., Czechoslovak foreign policy of maintaining the alliances with France 
lnd Soviet Russia. 

• Sudeten Gi!rman Deputy, 
1 Laws proposed by the Sudeten Gi!rman Party in April19il7; see footnote 10, p. 6. 
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No. 96 
1650/392014-15 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in the Soviet Union (Tippelslcirchf 
to the German Foreign M iniatry 

A/427 

Subject: Litvinov's statement. 

Moscow, March 18, 1938. 
(Pol V 2172) 

Continuation of telegram No. 83 of the 17th instant, Pol. V 2131.' 
I enclose the English text of the statement made by Litvinov to 

the foreign press here on the 17th of this month. 
As already stated in my above-mentioned telegraphic report, the 

object of the statement is to permit the Soviet Union to take a hand 
in European politics once again. To this end she is taking advantage 
of a moment which seems very favorable to her after her political 
influence had recently received a severe setback, both on account of 
political trends abroad as well as the well-known calamities at home. 
A move by the Soviet Government at the present time would coin
cide fully with French political aims, which, it is said here, have 
even taken the form of a direct approach to the Soviet Government. 
In this connection it is obvious that certain remarks in Blum's decla
ration of policy yesterday 5 aPe in striking agreement with Lit
vinov's statements. Litvinov's ideas and proposals are intended to 
influence certain political circles in the Western Powers, by the usual 
p,ropaganda means·, and, by no means least, to influence public 
opinion in America. The decisive factor here is that the Soviet 
Government is avoiding committing itself definitely and is leaving 
it to the other powers to decide upon practical measures, but at 
bottom is only concerned in strengthening its front against the ag
gressors, i.e., the opponents of the Soviet Union. 

There is no doubt that the moment of Litvinov's return to the 
scene is closely connected with the Polish-Lithuanian tension.8 In 
view of the special relationship existing between Moscow and Kovno, 
as well as the hopes which Lithuania might put in the Soviet Union, 
Litvinov. will have considered it advisable to word his statement in a 

• Document No. 92, p. 176. The file reference has been added in pencil. 
• Statement in the Chamber of Deputies on March 17 on Government foreign 

policy, referring to the danger of war caused by disunion in France, to the possi
bility of the inclusion of Communists in the War Caf\inet, and to countering the 
possible charge of the Communists taking orders from a foreign power by assert
ing that such a power would, in the event of war, be on the same side as France. 
He urged the strengthening of French military preparations and of her foreign 
alliances, and added that the honoring of French engagements to Czechoslovakia 
called for national unity at home. 

• See footnote 95, p. 176. 
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manner especially relevant to Lithuania's situation. This is con
firmed by the attitude of semiofficial Soviet circles. In addition, the 
Lithuanian Minister here :Paid an immediate visit to Litvinov an hour 
after his [the Minister's] return from a 3 days' official visit to 
Kovno.7 As this occurred one day before Litvinov made his state
ment, the obvious conclusion can be drawn. 

In face of the internal and military situation of the Soviet Union, 
Litvinov has obviously done the only thing immediately possible for 
him, namely, as mediator, raised his voice in a general appeal and 
warning to the "friends of peace." 

VON TIPPELsKIRCH 

No. 97 
1939/434534 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Woermann) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

No. 152 of March 19 

Telegram 

LoNDON, March 19, 1938-4:30 p.m. 
Received March 19, 1938----6:45 p.m. 

(PoL IV 1824} 
Cadogan 8 said to me today that the British Government naturally 

followed the situation in Czechoslovakia with interest and anxiety. 
I asked him whether. the British attitude, as expressed in recent 
diplomatic conversations and in Parliamentary declarations, had 
altered at all. He was hesitant in denying this but said that it was 
not yet certain whether the British Government would make a state
ment on Czechoslovakia on the following Wednesday or not. 

WoEBl!ANN 
[Longhand note:] The British Prime Minister is to make a state

ment on Thursday, the 24th of this month. 

'l'tL Baltrusaitls: he visited his Government on March 13 to 16. 
' Sir Alexander cadogan was the British Permanent Under Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs. 
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No. 98 
1989/4341127-29 

The German Foreign Mini&try to the German EmbOAJsies in Great 
Britain and Italy and the Legation in Czechoslovakia 

BEBLIN, March 19, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 1644, 1683, 1684, 1741) 

(PoL IV 2068, 1968/38) 
Attention Prague: With reference to the telegraphic instruction 

No. 31, of March 14.10 
The more the conviction grows in Paris that France can achieve 

nothing more in the Austrian question, the greater, accor~g to all 
the available information, becomes now the anxiety of. the French 
Government with regard to Czechoslovakia, which, after the union 
of Austria. with Germany, is considered to be in especial danger and 
directly threatened. . As the German Embassy in Paris reports, a 
.firm promise appears to have been given to the Czechoslovak Min
ister in Paris that, in the event of a conflict with Germany, France, 
merely on the statement of the Czechoslovak Government that it has 
been the vi~tim of an unprovoked assault, will consider herself i:q a 
state of war _with Germany. Thus, should Germany attack Czecho
~lovakia, the time-wasting cooperation of the League of Nations 
would be rlnn~ary. In view of this situation the French Council 
for National Defense, in a session on March 15, exhaustively consid
ered methods of implementing French assistance to Czechoslovakia. 
Further, as our Paris Embassy understands, the Soviet Ambassador 
there is said to have informed the French Government that the 
Soviet Union held fast to the Russo-Czech Treaty of Mutual Assis
tance and that three Soviet Military Districts [Wehrkreise], White 
Russia, Kiev, and Odessa, were ready to render assistance at any 

. time, irrespective of the existing situation in the Far East. 
At the moment, however, doubt prevails as to the attitude of the 

British Government toward the question of Czechoslovakia. The 
French Government is apparently trying to persuade Britain to a 
joint declaration, in ~hich also the British interest in the territorial 
integrity of Czechoslovakia would be expressed, .but there is no great 
confidi!nce so far that England 1vill agree to this suggestion of the 
French Government to the extent desired. In the view of our 
Embassy in London, the British Government is likely meanwhile to 
reserve the right according to its former declarations to guarantee 

_ assistance to Czechoslovakia if she is attacked, only when this appears 

• Document No. 80, p. 163. 
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indicated in accordance with the provisions of the League of Nations 
Covenant. 

I should be grateful if you would report as soon as possible, if 
necessary by telegram, anything you can learn at your post, as to 

·the point of view of the British Government. 

No. 99 
1798/,091166-67 

Forth~ Minister: · 
W[EIZSACXER] 
B [ ISHARCK] . 

Draft of Telegram From the German Foreign Minister to· the 
German Minister in Hungary ( Erdmanmdorff ) 11 

URGENT 

No. 43 

Telegram 

BERLIN, March 21, 1938. 
"(Pol. IV _1976) 

With reference to telegram No. 35 of March 19.12 

No objections here to Kanya, the Foreign Minister, informing, as 
you say, Government ·Party on Tuesday afternoon of declaration 
you made to him, as well as in his expose before Foreign A:ffairs . · 
Committee of both Houses of Parliament fixed for Wednesday and to 
be published later. 

I assume that your reference in the diary to telegraphic directive 
No. 12 is an error and that telegraphic directive No. 39 b meant.u 

The promise to Czechoslovakia by Field Marshal Goring18 meiJ.~ 
tioned by Kanya has nothing to do with case in point. c~echosl~ 
vakia has not reeeived promises from us as have Yugoslavia, Ita!f, 
and Switzerland.u The Field Marshal's assurances referred exclu~ 
sively rather to ad hoc measures connected with carrying out action 
in Austria by which Czechoslovakia would not be affected. 

RmBENTROP 

.. The draft bears final longhand corrections and is ·initialed by Rlllbentrop, 
Welzsli.cker, Mackensen, and Bismarck. 

u Not printed. 
u See document No. 7i, p. 158. 

t• 

u Formal assurances of German respect for their frontiers were given by Ger· 
many to these States and to Hungary also Immediately after the Anschluss With 
Austria. See the relevant documents tn vol. I, chap. u. 
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No.IOO 
8971212899 

The German OAarge d'Affaires in the Soviet Uni011. (Tippelskirch) 
eo the German Foreign Mini8try 

Telegram 

A 459 Moscow, March 21, 1938. 
No. 86 of March 21 Dispatched March 21--4 p.m. 

Reference telegram No. 57 of March 18.16 

Refer to our telegram No. 83 of March 17.17 

No information here regarding preparation for action in "three 
Soviet Military Districts [Wehrkrei8e] of White Russia and Odessa." 
There is no military district of Odessa. If preparations are being 
made for increased military preparedness in the western military 
districts, the military districts of White Russia, Kiev, and Kharkov 
must be meant, with an extension of the measures to include the 
Moscow Military District as well. In Moscow, however, nothing of 
the kind has been observed. 

TIPPELSKIRCH 

No.IOI 
1939/434588-89 

The German Foreign Mini8try to the German Embassy 
in Great Britainls 

Telegram 9 

No. 85 BERLIN, March 21, 1938. 
(e. o. Pol. IV 1944) 

The impression seems to have been created in official circl~ in 
various places abroad that during the conversations between leading 
German statesmen and the Czech Minister here on the occasion of 
the military action in Austria, assurances were given to the latter 
in ·respect of ·the integrity of Czechoslovakia. For instance, the 
London short-wave transmitter reports this morning that Lyons, the 
Australian Prime Minister, has stated Chamberlain has informed 
Australian Government to the effect that Germany has given assur
ances-in respect of integrity of Czechoslovakia. Tension in Europe 

•• Document No. 94, p. 178. 
"Document No. 92, p. 176. 
•• Woermann was in charge of the Embassy as Charge d'AJfaires at this date. 

See footnote 21, p. 152. 
·- a The substance of this telegram was also sent to the Ambassadors in Paris 

(as No. 108) and Warsaw, and to the Ministers in Prague (as No. 46), Budapest, 
Belgrade, and Bucharest. (Frames 434540-41) 
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has been considerably relaxed thereby. According to this informa
tion it was therefore not necessary to .convene Australian Parliament 
earlier than arranged. 

For your information and if necessary as directive for language. 
to be held, I would mention that in the conversations of February 11 
between the Czechoslovak :Minister and Field Marshal Goring and 
Reich :Minister von Neurath respectively,20 nothing was said on 
German side other than assurance that on occasion of military action 
in Austria Czechoslovak frontier would be respected in every way, 
to which end detailed instructions had been issued. ·Beyond that 
only the active desire for an improvement in German-Czechoslovak 
relations was expressed, and in this connection reference was made 
by Herr von Neurath to the existence of the German-Czechoslovak 
Arbitration Treaty of 1925. Beyond this no fresh political assur
ances of any description were given to the Czechoslovak Minister. 
I refer in this connection also to the relevant declarations in Cham
berlain's House of Commons speech of March 14, which give the real 
facts correctly. 

MAc:u:NsEN21 

[Longhand notes:] 
Should we not alse- advise Warsaw, Budapest, Belgrade, and 

Bucharest by telegram~ :M'[ACKENSEN] March 21 
Yes, certainly. W[EIZSACKER] March 23 

No.l02 
1939/434551 

The German Minuter in Czechoslovakia ( Ei8enlohr) to the German 
Foreign M ini8try 

Telegram 

No. 68 t..l March 23 PRAGUE, March 23, 1938-2:55 p.m. 
Received March 23, 1938-4!35 p.m. 

(Pol. IV l968) 
Reference instructions of March 19, Pol. IV 1741.22 
Hodza told me today that he had no illusions regarding Britlsh 

guarantee to Czechoslovakia. British foreign policy would still be 
guided by the same considerations as in the past. 

EISENLOHR 

:For these conversations, see documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp. 158 and 161. 
The name is written in Weizslicker's hand; having already been appointed 

State Secretary in succession to Mackensen, he was at this time, until the latter's 
deEarture for the Rome Embassy, acting jointly with him. See footnote 31, p. 155. 

Document No. 98, p. 182. 
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No.l03 
2369/<iH382-88 

TA6 German Minuter in Ouclwsluvalda ( Ei&enlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

.A. ilL 2. allg. P:tu.otlll, March 24, 1938. 
(Pol IV 2120) 

SUDETEN GERHAN QlJEBTION 

I have the honor to submit a memorandum on a conversation with 
Premier Hodza in the course of which the following topics were dis
cussed: the pact with Russia, the Activist parties, the entry of the 
Sudeten German Party into the Government, the question of offi
cials, the codification of the rights of minorities, the law concerning 
the Siate police25 and the National Defense Law,2 .. freedom to pro-
fess any ideology. · 

I have reported elsewhere upon Hodia's statements on the ques
tion of a British guarantee for Czechoslovakia.u 

[Enclosure] 

lliit:OB.ANDUH 

EISENLOBB 

.A;. lll. 2. allg. PBA.otlll, March 24, 1938. 
On the 23d instant· a further conversation with Premier Hodza 

took place, for which the latter had asked. 
He began by mentioning the secession of the Activist Lanilhunil28 

to the Sudeten German Party and expressed the opinion that in this 
way the ·Government had been relieved of troublesome ballast. In 
this connection he informed me, and his statement has in the mean
time been confirmed, that within the ranks of the German Clerical 
Activist Party29 a movement similar to that in the Lanilhunil was in 
existence and would probably lead to similar results simultaneously. 
In regard to the third German Activist Government Party, the 
Social Democrats, the Premier said to me that on that very day he 
intended to send an' ultimatum to the_ leader of the Party, the Min-

• UDder which State police personnel of Czechoslovak nationality could be, 
and were. appointed in ~rman minority districts. 

• See footnote 18, p. 12. 
• A. reference to this by Eisenlohr occurs in document No. 102, p. 185. A. tuil 

l'f'POrt on it was probably sent, but is not printed. 
• The ~rman .Agrarian Party in Czechoslovakia ; for the secession of the Ger· 

man Activist parties to the Sudeten ~rman Party, see footnote 30, p. 116. 
• The ~rman Christian Socialist Party ; see footnote 29, p. 115. 
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ister of Health, Czech, and that then li. Czech would take a few 
days leave and disappear from the political scene. His successor 
was probably to be Jaksch, whom he assumed would be more accept-
able to us and to the Sudeten German Party than Czech. · 

In regard to the pact with Russia 80 Hodza said that, as was known, 
he had never been a friend of that pact and had made no secret of 
this attitude of his. 

The more, however, treaty revision was spoken of elsewhere-he 
mentioned 1\Iussolini's Milan speech 81-and the more ominous the 
utterances from Berlin sounded, the more numerous were the voices 
that made themselves heard here to the effect that, after all, it is a 
good thing that we have the Soviet pact. His, Hodza's, view was 
that the less the pact was wanted the looser it would become, and 
that it would vanish altogether when it became no longer necessary. 

For some months he had been discussing with the President of the 
Republic participation in the Government by the Sudeten Ger
man Party, in which connection the first task would he to prepare 
the Henlein Party to be fit to take part in the Government. He had 
now at length reached an agreement with M. BeneS that the Sudeten 
German Party was to he invited to enter the Government, hut only 
after the next elections. They already, of course, had seats in Parlia
ment, but not yet in the communal assemblies. For that reason 
communal elections were to he held first. These,. however, would 
confer a new aspect upon the German position, which must auto
matically result in the holding of- Parliamentary elections. BeneS 
was in agreement with the holding of communal elections, and the 
opposition hitherto existing in the two Activist parties of the Land
bund and the German Clericals to the holding of communal elections 
was now removed. In reply to my question at what time M. HodZa · 
intended to proceed with the communal elections, he answered that 
he would li~e to arrange for them after National Independence Day, 
that is October 28,82 but admitted that the recent rapid development 
of events might make a considerably earlier date seem indicated. 

As characteristic of the political situation prevailing at present 
among the Czech parties of the Left, which are actually the strongest 
opponents of any inclusion of the Sudeten German Party in the 
Government, Hodza mentioned the following incident: he occasion
ally comes into contact, unofficially, with party politicians, and thus 
recently had a conversation with some Agrarians and Czech Social 
Democrats, in the course of which one of the Social Democrats oh-

• See document No. 2, p. 10. 
"Evidently that of November 1, 193ft 
• The anniversary of the founding of the Republic in 1918. 

'79166«-n--vol. D-18 
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served: "So we shall make such and such a concession to the Acti
vists; but then this concession will, politically speaking, vanish into 
thin air [po~itisch verpuffen]." Another Czech Social Democrat on 
this occasion quoted a Czech proverb, which ran: "If I can speak 
with the smith in person, why should I talk to his apprentice!" He 
mentioned this detail as evidence that it was fully possible to dis
cuss these matters with the Czech Socialists, who are not really 
Marxists in the old sense of the term, but are social reformers, and 
that he needed these Czech Socialists in order to overcome the oppo
sition of the other Czech Left Wing parties, namely, of the Czech 
National Socialists,u and in particular too, of the Czech Clericals 
and their leader, Schramek. He, therefore, hoped that when the 
Sudeten German· Party was ripe for [entry into the] Government 
they would not raise any objection to the continued presence in the 
Government of the Social Democrats, with whom the Sudeten Ger
man Party would be able to cooperate specifically in social questions 
far more readily than with his own party, the Agrarians, who were 
otherwise more friendly disposed toward the Germans. 

In connection with the standing committee originally proposed by 
me for the discussion and development of Sudeten German affairs 
1\I. Hodza mentioned-as for that matter· I already knew-that the 
names of three Sudeten Germ,an Party representatives had by now 
been given to him in a letter from Deputy Kundt. He would shortly 
invite the gentlemen to come to him. 

In regard to the amnesty which I had urged, M. Hodza already 
. knew that I had caused the Agrarian Party to be informed that the 
date contemplated for the amnesty, namely, the birthday of the 
President of the Republic on May 25, seemed to me too late. Hodza 
said he hoped to have the signature of the President for the amnesty 
by Easter, that is, in about four weeks, and he would to that extent 
anticipate Bene8' birthday. As to the scope of the amnesty I said 
to him that what was important was to avoid as far as possible 
dividing the amnesty into two parts, as originally contemplated, but 
instead to carry it into effect by means of a single act, so that the 
political calm needed among the Sudeten Germans might be restored • 

. I therefore requested him to make its scope wide, so that all possible 
cases. might be included, and indeed not only other political offenses, 
but als~ the so-called paragraph 6, referring to cases of espionage, 
and I therefore asked that not only those already sentenced, but 
also the numerous prisoners undergoing cross-examination, might be 
set at liberty. Hodza declared himself in principle in agreement with 

11 i.e., BeneA' party, not to be confused with the German sense of National So
cialist ; see footnote 29, p .. l15. 
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this view. I reminded him that he would have to overcome the oppo: 
sition of the Minister for National Defense.35 He mentioned in addi." 
tion that by Monday next he was expecting the proposals from the 
Minister of Justice and that he had also asked the Sudeten German 
Deputy, the advocate Neuwirth, for an expression of opinion on the 
cases to be amnestied. 

For the first time the Premier mentioned a. condition for a. subse· 
quent entrance into the Government of the Sudeten German P.a.rty, 
when he said that he would wish to have a "security" ["Deckoog"] 
for the Party, namely, their assent to the Sudeten German question 
being solved upon the basis of the existing constitution. ln.reply. 
to my question what he meant by that, he stated that "territorial 
autonomy" should not be demanded. In answer to a further ques
tion he defined his conception of "territorial autonomy" to mean a 
state of affairs in which Sudeten German territory was to be admin· 
istered not· from Prague, but from some Sudeten German town, and 
that an administrative frontier was to be drawn between regions set
tled by Germans snd those settled by Czechs.· This must in all circum
stances be rejected, the more so .as, just to give an example, no one 
could say where any such frontier would run in the neighborhood 
of Leitmeritz,86 which was partly German, partly Czech. 

Hodza further told me he had convinced the President that a uni
fying act, having legislative force, must be promulgated to compre· 
hend within a single closed instrument all the scattered provisions 
hitherto in force in the constitutional system, in the language law, 
in other laws, in decisions of the Supreme Court, or Government 
decrees dealing with the rights of minorities, so that by this means 
a clear survey might be provided of the status of minorities as exist
ing up to the present. He wanted to discuss the details later with the 
Sudeten German Party and unofficially also with myself. 

In the question of officials I observed in the first place that in 
the press announcement of an impending Government' decree the 
mistake had been made of placing the future regulation of the status. 
of officials for the Sudeten German region to the credit of the Acti- · 
vists. That could serve no useful purpose, any more than it could 
hinder the collapse of the Activist parties. It could not. fail, however, 
to rob the conciliatory action of the Government of its value in the 
eyes of the Sudeten German population. Hodza answered that in 
the decree itself, of which a draft was locked up in his desk, there 
was not a word about the Activists. For the rest he confirmed to 

u Dr. Machnik, whose decree of 1936 under the National Defense Law had pro· 
voked Sudeten German hostility to him. See footnote 90, p. 51. 

• Czech: Litomerice, in North Bohemian Sudeten land, 40 miles northwest of 
Prague. 
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me the contents of the decree to the effect that all Sudeten German 
. officials actually in Czechoslovakia were to be transferred to Sudeten 
German territory, although of course at the moment barely half the 
available posts could be filled in this way. But, in addition, new 
officials were to proceed in a steady stream into Sudeten German 
territory. Where the German population amounted to 100 percent, 
all State officials were to be 100 percent German. In the local ad
ministration of Bohemia. and Moravia., when the Sudeten Germans 
amounted to 33% percent of the population, and in the central ad
ministration of the whole country, and therefore in the Ministries, 
the Sudeten Germans were to be represented by their officials in the 
ratio of the numbers of their population, respectively, 33% percent 
for Bohemia and Moravia and 22 percent for the whole country. The 
aim, therefore, was to give an entirely German character to the offi
cials in the districts inhabited by Germans, and in the regions of 
mixed population, and in like malli!.er for the higher instances, to 
determine the appointments a.ccording to the proportions of the 
population. 
H~ thought of putting an end to construction ·of "Czechiza.tion 

schools" [Tschechi'sienlngaachultm]-a.nd on this issue, too, he was 
in agreement with the President-by means of commissions to be 
formed of local representatives ot German and Czech interests, whose 
resolutions would be decisive. Where, therefore, there was an ade
quate German majority, this would be able to prevent the construc
tion of new "Czechization schools." 

I now, in my turn, pointed out that the developments up to the 
moment, since our reoccupation of the Rhinela.nd,18 had led to a 
general rearmament of the Czechs not only in the military, but also 
in the moral, judicial, and administrative spheres. In the course of 
this development, which now, indeed, seemed to be nearing its end, 
since it had led not to any strengthening, but rather to a diminution 
of the Czech feeling of security, the National Defense Law and the 
law dealing with the establishment of the State police in frontier 
regions had been enacted. · Reich-Germans also had had to suffer 
gravely from the effect of these laws. These effects, however, had 
first been checked &nd then suspended by energetic countermeasures. 
But both laws continued now as before to produce their baleful effect 
upon Sudeten Germans. So long as Czech State police continued 
to function in Sudeten German territory, so long as Sudeten German 
property and land could without more ado be expropriated for 
military purposes in virtue of the Law of National Defense,311 so 

• Marcll 1936. 
• See footnote 18, p. 12. 
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long as espionage trials were rampant, and in the conduct of these 
trials the military a.ppoi:p.ted not only the judget but also the pl'Ose· 
cution and even the defense, there could be no question of any settle· 
ment of the Sudeten German problem. I wished to know from him, 
whether, in the event of continued peaceful development, particularly 
of the relations with the German Reich, we could I:ely upon it that 
the law for the introduction of State police into the frontier terri· 
tory would be repealed and that the Law of National Defense would 
no longer be applied against the Sudeten Germans. Hodza answered 
this question in the affirmative. 

Finally, I drew the Premier's attention to the fact that . in 
according satisfaction to the German ideal it should be realized 
that one of the most important aims lay in not prohibiting the pro· 
fession of the National Socialist ideology by the Sudeten Germans. 
It was just this from which they suffered most acutely, that every 
expression of solidarity with the resurgence of the great German 
people was regarded in this country as a crime dangerous to the 
State and to be punished as such. Hodza answered as follows:. he 
would not have anyone punished for raising his right arm in the 
German salute, and he also had no objection to the long white stock· 
ings which the Sudeten Germans liked to wear as emblems. But 
when Czechs talked of democracy they meant it seriously, and. the 
mistrust felt for the Sudeten German Party had ·its origins in this 
fundamental democratic ideology. The demand must be made that 
the Sudeten German Party should reconcile itself with the methods 
and responsibility of democracy. For the rest, subject to the provi· 
sion that there was no infringement of the constitution, he had no 
objection to full liberty to express an ideology. :Qifferently phrased, 
if unrestricted freedom of opinion were accorded to the Sudeten 
Germans, that must not imply any right of interference [titulus 
immiscendi] by us. 
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No.l04 
1939/434552-54 

Tha German ilharge 4' A If aires in Great Britain (W oerrnann) to th6 
German Foreign Mini8try.., 

Telegram 

No. 172 of :March 25 LoNDON, :March 25, 1938-2:55 p.m. 
Received :March 25, 1938--5:50 p.m. 

(PoL IV 2045) 
Beg ~ emphasize following points regarding Czechoslovakia in 

.Chamberlain's House of Commons speech of :March 24:: 

1) Chamberlain recognized that question is not only an internal 
Czechoslovak affair, but that difficulties exist which might create 
trouble between Germany and Czechoslovakia. 

2) He has again drawn attention to definite assurances by the 
German Government,41 but not in the clear form harmonizing with 
the facts, of his speech of :March 14. Yesterday's speech gave rise to 
vague impression that more comprehensive assurances had been given. 
Will take this up on a suitable occasion with the Foreign Office in 
a circumspect manner in accordance with telegraphed directive No. 
85 of March 21 • .o 

3) Chamberlain declared on behalf of the British Government 
that for their part they were ready to do everything in their power 
to overcome difficulties. 

4) The British Government have not undertaken any new engage
ments or given new assurances over and above hitherto existing en
gagements. Juridical obligations toward Czechoslovakia, therefore, 
as before, only within the framework of the provisions of the League 
of Nations, which, in accordance with British and now indeed general 
interpretation, contains no binding engagement involving military 
intervention. In addition, Chamberlain's well-known skeptical atti
tude toward present probability of League action, once more mani
fested at the beginning of the speech, should be borne in mind in this 
connection. Guarantee to France to render immediate military aid, 
if in. event of a German attack upon Czechoslovakia. she fulfills her 
treaty obligations toward that country, or any preliminary declara
tions of military action to meet the case of any forcible interference 
with Czechoslova.k;i.a's independence and integrity, is expressly 
refused. 

5) Further, Chamberlain said more clearly than before in public 
that events might occur which would result in British intervention 
even--without juridical obligation. In this connection he repeated 
a formula almost word for word with that which Halifax had em
ployed in the London conversation of March 11, namely, that if 

• Copies of this telegram were sent by the Foreign Ministry to the Missions in 
Moscow (on March 30), Paris (29th), Rome (28th), Warsaw (30th), and to 
Belgrade, Bucharest, and Prague (all on the 28th). (Frame 434555) 

a See documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp. 158 and 16L 
• Document No. 101, p. 184. 
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a war broke out it would be impossible to say where it would end 
and what governments might become involved. He went, however, 
one step further when he pointed out that it was well within the 
bounds of probability that in certain cases countries other than the 
originally disputin~ parties would be involved in war, and particu
larly emphasized this for the eventuality that France might take part. 

6) These last statements continue to indicate as highly probable 
that Britain would in any ev:ent take part in a war arismg over 
Czechoslovakia if France were to intervene in fulfillment of her 
treaty obligations toward Czechoslovakia. There is thus implied 
a kind of warning to Germany and an emphatic proffer of help to 
France. However, and with particular regard to the fact that British 
policy is conducted in the closest agreement with the Dominions, the 
possibility still remains now as before that, according to the circum
stances of the moment, it might not in such a case come to a British 
intervention, or not to an immediate one. 

WoERMANN 

No. lOS 
2369/494389--93 

The German Minuter in Czechoslovakia ( Euenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 1. allg. 
A. III. 2. allg. · 

PRAGUE, March 27; 1938. 
(Pol. IV 2195) 

CoNVERSATION WITH DEPUTY BERAN ABoUT THE PoLITICAL PosiTION 

OF CzECHOSLOVAKIA 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

I have the honor to forward a memorandum on a further conver
sation I had the opportunity of having yesterday with the head of 
the Czechoslovak Agrarian Party. 43 In addition to foreign affairs, 
questions of internal policy were also ~iscussed, especially the ques
tion of a possible participation of the Sudeten German Party in the 
Government. M. Beran's remarks were obviously inspired by the wish 
"to create a favorable atmosphere." In spite of his obvious wish to 
put this complexion on the matter, the statements of this influential 
politician, which he wished to bring to the knowledge of the German 
Government through me at a turning point in the country's history, 
can also be accorded particular significance in assessing the state of 
opinion at present prevalent. 

EISENLOHB 

.. Rudolf Beran. 
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A. III. 1. allg. 
A. III. 2: allg. 

[Enclosure] 

MEHOBANDUH 

On the 26th of this .month I met· M. Beran, the leader of the 
Czech Agrarian Party, at his request, at the home of the Secretary-
General of his Party.•• . 

I drew his attention to the following points, for which he promised 
me his support: 

(1) When the regulation in regard to officials 411 in the Sudeten 
German area, as envisaged by Hodza, comes into force (see memo
randum of the 23d [B,fth] instant on discussion with the Prime Min
ister),t11 for some years to come many more Sudeten German candi
dates for official positions must be admitted than corresponds to the 
German element m the population, due to the fact that for 10 years no 
Sudeten German applicants have been accepted for official positions. 
Otherwise it would take too long, half a lifetime in fact, before the 
object was attained of :filling all official posts in the Sudeten German 
area with Germans. · 

(2) Vacant chairs at the German University and in the German 
Technical High Schools in the total area where German is spoken 
to be :filled by nationally minded 47 teachers, in contrast to the present 
Government practice whereby preference is given to Jews and 
emigres, and new blood taken entirely from the Czechoslovak area. 

( 3) , Recall of the Jewish Social Democrat Press Attache to the 
Czechoslovak· Legation in Berlin.48 Removal of :M. Haiek49 and 
:M. Butter from the Press Department of the Foreign Ministry in 
Prague. 

Beran desired to know on his part whether Berlin was really in
clined toward an understanding with Czechoslovakia. He declared 
this to be the main question, and thought that, if it were possible 
within a· reasonable time to disctiss such an understanding, matters 
could "go forward," and mutual relations could be determined for a 
considerable period of time. The dissolution of the pact with Soviet 
Russia 60 could then also be considered. I replied that for the time 
being the declarations recently made to :M. :Mastny by Field :Marshal 

.. Dr. Plujahr. 
• The question of appointment of a due proportion of German officials to public 

offices-in German minority districts. Some agreement on this was reached in 
principle between the Sudeten German Party and the Czechoslovak Government 
early in 1938. 

• Document No. 103, p. 186. 
• Le., German nationalist. 
• M. Hoffmann. 
• Hajek was head of the Press Department of the Czechoslovak Foreign Minis

try: not to be confused with Colonel Hajek of the Czechoslovak General Stall' 
concerned in an earlier incident (see footnote 64, p. 40). 

• See document No. 2, p. 10. 
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Goring and Baron von Neurath must suffice.111 Everything further 
would depend on a satisfactory settlement of the Sudeten German 
question. If really satisfactory reiations with the Reich could be 
achieved, the pacts with France62 and Russia would lose their sig
nificance and importance, even if they continued to exist formally. 
This is what Krofta and Hodza also thought. It would, of course, 
be very desirable if Prague broke off the Soviet pact, but I doubted 
whether this could be done in the face of the French ally. ·In any 
case nothing must be done to give new substance to. the Russian 
pact. On the contrary I hoped that an energetic stand. against the 
Communists on the part of the Czechoslovak Government would 
weaken the Russian pact still more. . 

Beran further mentioned economic negotiations with the Reich in 
the near future whicli would arise out of Czechoslovakia's economic 
and political position created by the Anschluss. I promised to report 
this to my Government. 

Beran stated, as regards the internal political position, that his 
Party had now taken up the fight for the liquidation of the German 
Social Democrats as a Government party.63 It not only did not· 
desire a German Social Democrat Minister, but wanted to expel the 
Social Democratic Activists from the Government altogether, in 
order to facilitate understanding with the Sudeten German Party. 
Germany must help to liquidate Marxism here or weaken it decisively, 
in order to moderate the opposing ideologies detrimental to mutual 
relations. Germany could help here by advising the Sudeten German 
Party to join the Government after the electicms, without imposing 
unacceptable conditions. The time was favorable for a fundamental 
and speedy agreement with the Sudeten German Party, because a 
big change of opinion had occurred also among the Czech Socialists 
due to the impression made by the Austrian AnschlU8B, That which 
formerly seemed impossible, or would have called forth the strongest 
opposition, had today become relatively easy to solve. The talks 
which had taken place between Hodza and Kundt, the S~deten 
German Party delegate, were promising and might lead to success 
with good will on both sides. The difficulties which Hodza stili en· 
countered with the Socialists, and especially with Schramek's Clerical 
Party, must be overcome. The Agrarian Party would help in every 
direction and had already done so in the question of the amnesty, 
officials, languages, and schools. The Agrarian Party need have· no 

11 See documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp. 158 and 161, 
u See document No. 2, p. 10. · 
• On these and in general all tbe parties of tbe Czechoslovak Republic, see 

footnote 29, p. 115. 
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fear of the strength of the Sudeten German Party for, together with 
the National Democrats and Trade Union Party, and even with the 
Czech Fascists, it could amalgamate any day, thus constituting an 
even larger Czech National Party. Nevertheless, in the interests of 
a favorable development of affairs, the outbreak of an open conflict 
in the frontier area must be avoided at all costs. The Ministry of the 
Interior and the delegates of the Sudeten German Party were already 
working together to prevent such an occurrence. · 

The elections (municipal elections) would bring the Sudeten 
German Party victory in all German towns and municipalities; 
through this it would thus gain the entire self~governing organiza· 
tion. On the Czech side the bourgeois parties could reckon on a 
marked setback for the Left, which would probably even render the 
latter superfluous in the Government. .Against the holding of elec~ 
tions before the National Festival, Beran asserted that the national 
Sokol Festival was to take place in July, and that voting had never 
yet taken place here during the harvest months. Of course there 
were no arguments against holding the municipal elections imme· 
diately, which would be desirable as a safety valve for the prevailing 
unrest and in order to put an end to the general uncertainty. Kundt, 
Herr Beran continued, had demanded elections for the Social Services 
(Sick B~mefits) as soon as possible; he was in agreement with this. 
For the rest, it was desired that the Sudeten German Party, before 
it joined the Government, should take part in certain public duties, 
cooperate for instance in economic advisory boards, and also in the 
drawing up of laws for the settlement of social questions. In the 
National Culture Council the chairman of the Gerlnnn Section was 
a German, a former member of the Landbund118 and now a member 
of the Sudeten German Party, who also presided over the meetings 
of the combined section. 

EISENLOHB 

PRAGUE, March 27, 1938. 

" See footnote. 28, p. 186. 



120/68075 

SECRET 

GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA; 1937-1938 197 

No.106 

Memorandum for the Foreign Mini8ter61 

Mmf:ORANDmt: 

The Sudeten German Party might, inter alia, present the follow
ing demands to the Czechoslovak Government: 

1) Cessation of the building of schools with Czech propaganda 
bias [Tachechisierungaschulenj and discontinuance of all other 
Czechization efforts in Sudeten German territory; · 

2) Creation of the possibility for the free profession of National 
Socialist ideology; 

3) Development of autonomy in the Sudeten German settlement 
area in such a manner that only German State and autonomous offi
cials are employed there; 

4) Transfer of German officials and civil-service recruits to the 
Sudeten Germa;n settlement area; 

5) Holding of State and communal elections; 
6) Abolition of State police in the frontier area. 

The foregoing points represent only partial claims for the basic 
demand for "home rule" 118 in the Sudeten German area. This claim 
should be kept elastic and defined step by step in the course of dis
cussions with the Czechoslovak Govet:nment. The consent of the 
Sudeten German Party to enter the Czechoslovak Government should 
be made dependent on the fulfillment of this general claim. 

BERLIN, :March 28, 1938. 

No.107 
436/220916-22 

Unsigned Report With Enclosures 11D 

TOP SECRET, Mll..ITARY 

TO BE HANDLED ONLY BY OFFICERS 

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON lfy CoNVERSATION WITH KoNRAD HENLEIN, 

THE LEADER OF THE SUDETEN GERMAN pARTY, AND KARt. HERMANN 

FRANK, His DEPUTY 

I. Konrad Henlein'a report on hi8 audience with the Fiihrer.eo 
Besides the Fiihrer, Reich Minister Hess, the FUhrer's Deputy, 

von Ribbentrop, the Foreign Minister, and Obergruppenfuhrer 

"This memorandum is unsigned but bears Mackensen's initial as having been 
seen by him on March 29. 

11 This English expression appears In the original. 
11 From the State Secretary's files. 
• Henlein visited Berlin on March 281 1938. 
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Lorenz83 were also present, and the conversation lasted for almost 
three hours. The Fuhrer stated that he intended to settle the Sudeten 
German problem in the not-too-distant future. He could no longer 
tolerate Germans being oppressed or fired upon. He told Henlein 
that he knew how popular he [Henlein] was and that he was the 
rightful leader of the Sudeten German element, and as a result of his 
popularity and attractiveness he would triumph over circumstances. 
To Henlein's objection that he, Henlein, could only be a substitute, 
Hitler replied: I will stand by you; from tomorrow you will be my 
Viceroy [Statthalter]. I will not tolerate difficulties being made 
for you by any department whatsoever within the Reich. 

The purport of the instructions, which the FUhrer has given to 
Henlein, is that demands should be made by the Sudeten German 
Party which are unacceptable to the Czech Government. In spite of 
the favorable situa~ion created by the events in Austria, Henlein 
does not intend to drive things to the limit, but merely to put for
ward the old demands for self-administration and reparation at the 
Party Rally (April23-24, 1938).64 He wishes to reserve·for later on 
a suggestion of the FUhrer's that he should demand their own Ger
man regiments with German officers, and military commands [Kom
mandoaprache] to be given in German. The Reich will not intervene 
of its own accord. Henlein him&elf would be responsible for events 
for the time being. However, there would have to be close coopera
tion. Henlein. summarized his view to the FUhrer as follows: We 

. must always demand so much that we can never be satisfied. The 
FUhrer approved this view. 

The FUhrer appreciates the great success which Henlein has had 
· in England 85 and has requested him to go to London again, as soon 

as he possibly can, and to continue to use his influence with a view 
to ensuring nonintervention by Britain. As for the position of 
France, the FUhrer believes that in certain circumstances the possi
bility of a revolution in France can be reckoned with. 

II. Karl Hermann Frank'a.report. 
1) Cooperation between minorities in the Czech State. 
Contact is maintained with the Hungarian and Polish minorities 

and the Slovak People's Party (Hlinka). A joint declaration by the 

• See footnote 7, p. 64. 
"The Sudeten German Party Congress at Karlsbad (Karlovy Vary) on April 

23-24. 1938. 
• Benlein last visited London on October 1Q-15, 1937 (see footnote 34, p. 22). 

His next visit was on May 12. 
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Hungarians and Slovaks will be made in the Parliament today 
(.Uarch 29), which will demand autonomy for the territory of 
Slovakia on the basis of the Treaty of Pittsburgh.88 The Polish 
front n was set up under unified leadership on March 28. .The de
mands for autonomy which it has raised will be stressed by Beck418 

in his next speech. 
2) Czech precautionary and defense measures. 
Karl Hermann Frank gave a detailed report, which is enclosed 

as an annex, on measures taken by the Czechs, the arming of J~
nota 419 and the Sokol,70 and the recruiting of motorized formations 
from the Czech civilian population within the Sudeten German area. 
The placing of these formations directly under the command of the. 
Czech General Staff means that with this the main provisions of the 
National Defense Law71 have actually come into force, i.e.; prepara
tory measures for a camouflaged mobilization are already under way. 

Karl Hermann Frank then drew special attention to the fact that 
internal disorders in the Czech State were already invalidating the 
basis of the alliance between France and Czechoslovakia. Boncour, 
the new French Foreign Minister,12 recently called attention to this 
possibility in no uncertain terms. 

Hodza, the Czech Prime :Minister, probably intends to settle the 
whole Czech problem by peaceful means as far as possible. How
ever, it is no longer possible for him to do this, since the General 
Staff has completely seized control. Hodza is already being spied 
upon in his office by the General Staff. All the measures adopted by 
Hodza, e. g., the inclusion of Neuwirth 73 in the register of lawyers, 
are being sabotaged by the General Staff. 

[Enclosure) 

Report by Karl Hermann Frank, Konrad Henkin's Deputy 

After the incorporation of Austria, rifles and ammunition as well 
as machine guns and hand grenades were being unloaded fro~ lorries 
every day at the headquarters of the State police and the command 
posts of the district gendarmerie in Sudeten German towns. The 

• See footnote 4, p. 63. 
" The unified organization of all Polish minority parties in Czechoslovakia. 
• Polish Foreign Minister. 
• See footnote 55, p. 89. 
" See footnote 93, p. 53. 
" See footnote 18, p. 1:!. 
"The Blum Cabinet, with Paul-Boncour as Foreign 1\linlster, took office on 

March 13 In succession to the Chautemps Cabinet, In which Delbos .bad been 
Foreign Minister, which resigned on March 10. See footnote 9, p. 218 .. 

11 Dr. Hans Neuwirth, a lawyer and Sudeten German Deputy in the Czechoslovak 
Parliament and a leading member of the Party (d. marginal note, p. 174). 
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number of firearms is far greater than the number of personnel. It 
corresponds in most cases to the number of persons of the Czech 
minority living in the towns, who are organized in the Jednotas. 
My informant told me that in the towns of Karlsbad, Ellboge11, 
Schlackenwald, and Schonfeld, for example, 1 rifle and 40 rounds of 
ammunition are said to have been issued to each individual Jednota
man. The formation of motorized units is said to be in full swing 
under the name of Obrany Slior csl. motoristu.14 Orders to the lead
ers of these units emanate directly from the Czech General Staff. 
General Vojcechovski 711 is said to be the organizer of all these civilian 
units. According to our information he is even said to be planning 
a military Putsch. My informant has personally seen the General 
Staff's orders to the military units and made a note of the follow
ing points: 

Point 4) : Steps will be taken to ensure that members of the 
Obrany Sbor csl. motoristu do not suffer the fate of refugees in 
previous wars. 

Another point: The function of the units is to be available for 
the maintenance of peace and order in the German region in the 
event of war. 

The formations composed of inhabitants of the frontier districts, 
who are in a state of tremendo.us agitation, are constantly pressing 
the Government to declare a state of military emergency at once in 
the frontier zone under the National Defense Law. These aims are 
supported by the Communists, as by the parties of the Czech Popular 
Front in general. The Italian Press Attache claims to have himself 
read a directive from the Czech Comintern, in which the Commune, 
disguised as the Sudeten German Party, is ordered to provoke inci
dents and disorders in the German region on May 4, 1938, in order 
to secure the proclamation of a state of emergency in the country 
and the. state of military preparedness. 

We have done all in our power to draw the attention of the 
Czechoslovak Government to the extreme gravity of the situation. 
(See annexes.) 

' 4 Czechoslovak Motorist Defense Units. 
11 A White Russian General who had fought with the Czechoslovak Legionaries 

in the Russian war of 1919 : returned to Czechoslovakia with the Legionaries : 
beca.nl~ a Czechoslovak citizen; served in Czechoslovak Army; and eventuallv 
became General Officer Commanding Bohemian Command. 
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[Annex 1] 
' MARcH 24, 1938. 

MY DEAR PRIME MINISTER: Please permit me to bring to you~ notice 
some information which I have received during the last few hours. 
According to this information firearms and ammunition have been 
issued to memhers of the Czech minority in a number of Sudeten 
German towns. This involves the following places in particular: 
Asch, Eger, Falkenau, Graslitz, Ellbogen, Karlsbad, Saaz, Gablonz, 
Reichenberg, Friedland, Mahrisch-Schonberg, and .Jagerndorf. 

I have also been informed that in some Sudeten German towns 
Czech-speaking persons held conferences with members of the "Red 
Defense Force" [Rote Wehr], have drawn up nominal rolls of mem
bers of the aforementioned organizations, and committed members of 
the "Red Defense Force" to undertake armed intervention .. In addi
tion, the Sokol has been armed in these towns. In isolated cases the 
formation of motorized units has begun also, and civilians called upon 
to attend training courses. As the reason for this it was expressly 
stated that it might be necessary within measurable time to adopt 
special measures for the maintenance of peace and order, for which 
inter alia motorized units are to serve. I am obliged, my dear Prime 
Minister, to draw your attention to the kind of incidents which may 
result from the fact that undisciplined military elements, formed 
from civilian circles, are being turned into armed men in the German 
region, and there is only one thing certain about this, namely, that 
they are imbued with political prejudices and passions. I am obliged 
to confirm the dangerous situation, demonstrate the great responsi
bility of the Government for further developments in the German 
region resulting from measures of this kind, and beg to close 'Yith 
the question whether you, Mr. Prime Minister, are acquainted with 
the above-mentioned facts, whether they are approved by you, and 
what measures you intend to adopt in order to guarantee a speedy 
elimination of the spirit of civil war which is beginning to manifest 
itself in the German region. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

[Annex: 2] 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, March 25, 1938. 
MR. PRIME MINISTER: With reference to my letter of yesterday and 

the visit by Deputy Kundt, I feel myself bound, on account of further 
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information which I have just received, to draw your attention once 
more to the fact that in further Sudeten German towns civilians of 
Czech nationality and units of frontier dwellers are being equipped 
with firearms and ammunition. A number of further disquieting 
reports of a similar nature are being circulated in connection with 
this. I am making herewith an urgent request for an investigation 
and the termination of the same, and furthermore for a statement 
·during the Tuesday session of the Chamber of Deputies designed to 
reassure the population. 

With great respect, K. H. FRANx 

No.l08 
831/252299--300 

Memorandum by the Counselor of the German Embassy in France 
(Brauer) for the Foreign Ministry · 

MEli:ORANDUl( 

A 1185 PARIS, March 28, 1938. 
Frankowski, the Counselor to the Polish Embassy here, called on 

me today and mentioned the following among other things in the 
course of conversation: 

People in Poland are extremely depressed over the attitude of the 
French press toward the Polish-Lithuanian conflict.78 The Polish 
Embassy therefore, on instructions from its Government, had on 
March 25 delivered a very sharply worded note which was accom
panied by a summary of French press opinions bearing on the sub
ject. ·In it expression was given to the fact that the lack of under
standing for Poland and for her legitimate demands which was 
becoming apparent here and had, among other things, revealed itself 
in the French press, affected the foundations of Franco-Polish rela
tions, and if persisted in might endanger them. 

In the course of the conversation M. Frankowski confirmed the 
report which had aiso reached us that, after the events in Austria, 
the Soviet Ambassador here had given assurances to the French 
Government regarding the implementation of the Czech-Soviet 
Treaty of Assistance.n In connection with this he seems also to 
have-given information regarding the extent to which Russia's 
European fighting forces were in a position to render assistance 
irrespective of any special conditions obtaining in the Far East. 
The Ambassador's statements on this, however they may have been 

.,. See footnote 95, p. 176. 
"See document No.2, p. lO. 
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worded, were accepted straight away as literally true by the French 
Government, while the General Staff advanced serious doubts. These 
doubts were eptirely justified in the Polish view and were confirmed 
by Russia~ hesitancy in the Polish-Lithuanian conflict. In this con
nection M!Frank:owski maintained that, in the event of a European 
conflict, Russia. "would not move a man." Any Russian mobiliza
tion was so dangerous to the existence of the Russian ~gime. that 
the Russian Government could hardly give the ·order for it. Besides 
which it was scarcely possible to strip the Russo-Polish frontier of 
the troops stationed there. Geographical; political, and strategic 
difficulties arose, which militated against the employment of Russian 
troops in Central Europe. A situation could hardly be envisaged 
on the basis of which, for instance, the Po]}sh Government would 
permit a Russian march through, and probably the same applied to 
Rumania as well. At the most, in the Polish view, Russian partici-
pation with air forces mig~t be considered a possibility. ' 

Ba.i:oEB 

No.l09 
FlS/359, 352-355 

Draft of Despatch by the Foreign Minister to ·the German Legation 
in Oeechoswvalcia, Encumng a Memorandum by the Foreign 
Minister 

TOP SECRET B~N, March 29, 1938. 
nDlEDIATE (Pol. I 789 g) 

The enclosed minute on a discussion of Sudeten German questions, 
held today at the Foreign Ministry, is passed to you for your most 
secret and personal information. 

In accordance with the principles laid down in the discussion, I· 
request you-as in the past-to maintain as close a oontact as pos· 
sible with the Sudeten German Party and to support it in the man
ner described, not officially, but as occasion arises, in conversations 
with Czechoslovak statesmen, in the course of its forthcoming nego-
tiations with the Czechoslovak Government. : , 

RmBENTBOP 
797684--49--vol. II-19 
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[Enclosure] 

Minute of the Discussion on Sudeten German Questions Held in the 
Foreign Ministry at Midday on March ~9, 1938 

TOP SECRET (Pol. I 789 g (IV)) 

A list of those who took part in the discussion is attached. 
, The Reich Foreign Minister emphasized at the beginning the ne

cessity of keeping the appointed discussion strictly secret and then 
stated, .with reference to the principles imparted to Konrad Henlein 
yesterday afternoon by the FUhrer personally,78 that there were two 
questions above all others which were important for the conduct of 
the policy .. of the Sudeten German Party : 

1) The Sudeten German element ·must know that behind it stood 
a people of 75 millions who would tolerate no further suppression of 
the Sudeten Germans by the Czechoslovak Government. 

2) It was for the Sudeten German Party to present to the Czecho
slovak Government those demands,. the fulfillment of which they 
considered necessary for the attainment of the freedom they desired. 

In regard to this the Reich Foreign Minister said that it could not 
be the duty of the Reich Government to make detailed suggestions 
to Konrad Henlein, who was the expressly recognized leader of the 
Sudeten German element, recently confirmed by the FUhrer, as to 
what demands should be put to the Czechoslovak Government. It 
was a matter of drawing up a maximum program which would guar
antee as its :final aim total freedom for the Sudeten Germans. It 
seemed dangerous to· accept prematurely promises of the Czechoslo
vak Government, which on the one hand could give the impression 
abroad that a solution had been found, and on the other would oply 
partially satisfy the Sudeten Germans themselves. Caution was 
chiefly necessary also because previous experience had shown that no 
confidence could be placed in the assurances of Benes and Hodza. 
The final object of the negotiations to be conducted by the Sudeten 
German Party with the Czechoslovak Government would be, by the 
scope and step-by-step specification of their demands, to. avoid entry 
into the Government. It must b~ made clear in the negotiations that. 
the Sudeten German Party alone, not the Reich Government, was the 
negotiating party with the Czechoslovak Government. The Reich 
Government, on its part, must decline to appear vis-a-vis the Prague 

· Government, or London and Paris, as the representative or pacemaker 
of the Sudeten German demands. An obvious condition was that, 
during the impending discussions with the Czechoslovak Government, 

,. See document No. 101, p. 197. 
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the Sudeten German element should be firmly controlled by Konrad 
Henlein, observe calm and discipline, and avoid imprudent behavior. 
Konrad Henlein had already given satisfactory assurances of this. 

Following on these general statementS of the Reich Foreign Min
ister, the demands of the Sudeten German Party to the Czechoslovak 
Government, set out in the enclosure, were discussed and approved 
in principle. For further collaboration, Konrad Henlein was advised 
to maintain closest possible contact with the Reich Foreign Minister 
und with the leader of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle,19 as well as with 
the German Minister in Prague, as representative there· of the Reich 
Foreign Minister. The task of the German Minister in Prague 
would consist in supporting as reasonable the demands of the Sudeten 
German Party, not officially, but in more private talks with the 
Czechoslovak statesmen without directly influencing the extent of the 
Party's demands. 

In conclusion, the question of the appropriateness of the Sudeten 
German Party cooperating with the remaining minorities in Czecho
slovakia, notably the Slovaks, was discussed. The. Reich Foreign 
Minister decided here that the Party must be left free to keep in 
loose touch with the other minority groups, whose parallel action 
might appear appropriate. 

R ( IBBENTROP) 

BERLIN, March 29, 1938. 

[Subenclosure] 

LIST OF THOSE PRESENT AT THE DISCUSSION ON SUDETEN GWAN 

QUESTIONS OY TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 1938, 12 o'CLOCK MIDDAY 

Present: 
Reich Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop. 
State Secretary von Mackensen. 
M inisterial-Direktor von W eizsacker. 
Minister Eisenlohr, Prague. 
Minister Stieve. 
Legationsrat von Twardowski. 
Legationsrat Altenburg. 
Legationarat Kordt. 
SS-Obergruppenfuhrer I .. orenz. 
Professor Haushofer. 
Konrad Henlein, Karl Hermann Frank, 

Dr. Kiinzel, Dr. Kreiss!. ----
•• 8S-Obergruppe7rfiiht·er Lorenz. 

Foreign Ministry 

} 
V olksdeutache 
M ittelstelle 

:. 

1 Sudeten German 
Jrarty 
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No.UO 
120/68074 

M emorarulum 

BERLIN, March 29, 1938. 
The Heads of Itoreign Missions who have called here recently

the French, Italian, Dutch, Portuguese, not however the Polish,so 
have all spoken to me of their anxiety on account of German-Czecho
slovak relations. I told them explicitly that there was no cause for 
uneasiness, provided Czechos~ovakia was mindful of her obligations 
toward the Sudeten German element. 

The Portuguese Minister asked for and received from me a 
dementi of the report that we had bartered our desinteressement in 
Spain to England for a free hand in Czechoslovakia. 

WEIZSACKEB 

No.lll 
F6/015&-68 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 

RM205 
Mastny, the Czechoslovak Minister, called on me at 6 p.m. and 

communicated the following: . 
The Czechoslovak Government were particularly anxious to main

tain good relations with the German Reich. They wished to do all 
they could to remove any possible misunderstandings. In this con
nection he particularly wished· to draw attention to the fact that 
the Czechoslovak Government were striving to bring about better 
relations with the Sudeten Germans. · I was surely aware. that the 
Czechoslovak Government would shortly promulgate a special Minor
ities Statute.81 Understanding for the needs of the Sudeten Germans 
was on the increase in Czechoslovakia, so that there was a favorable 
atmosphere for the solution of the question. On my asking for pre-

"These Heads of Missions were Frantois-Poncet (French), Attolico (ltaliau), 
van Rappard (Dutch), Simoes (Portuguese), and Lipski (Polish). 

a The Czechoslovak Government's proposal of this new ?tllnorities Statute was 
announced on March 28 by Hodza, the Prime Minister, in a broadcast speech. 
It was intended to replace the original statute of 1919 and was in effect the 
Govemment's counterproposal to the demands of the Sudeten German Party 
incorporated in the bills they proposed before Parliament, and the subsequent 
unsatisfactory negotiations on these, in April1937. (See footnote 10, p. 6.) The 
proposed Minorities Statute was to regularize the position of the German and 
other national minorities In Czechoslovakia, and codify existing rights and 
concessions as a legal basis for a final settlement of the minority question, with, 
however, the proviso that any agreement was to be in accordance with the Consti· 
tution of the Republic. 
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cise information concerning the Minorities Statute, Mastny replied 
that so far he was not acquainted with details. 

In reply I told M. Mastny that Germany could not but welcome 
·serious efforts on the part of the Czechoslovak Government .to iin· · 
prove the lot of the Sudeten Germans and to achieve real pacification. 
We must of course await the results of these efforts, since we had 
become skeptical in this respect as a result of experiences during 
recent years. 

:M. Mastny then drew attention to the statements made by the 
FUhrer, also by Field :Marshal Goring on March 11, and by Reich 
:Minister von Neu,rath,82 according to which Czechoslovakia had 
nothing to fear from Germany. In this connection he stated that 
Herr von Neurath had confirmed to him the validity of the German
Czech Arbitration Treaty. M. Mastny then went on to say that I 
could surely for my part confirm these declarations also. 

I replied that Germany did not intend to undertake any action 
against the Czechoslovak State, but that a complete reshaping of the 
destiny of the Sudeten Germans was necessary. In the event of the 
Czechoslovak Government succeeding in securing tangible results in 
their negotiations with the Sudeten Gel'Jilans, it seemed to me that
a new era would thereby dawn in German-Czechoslovak relations. 

?tL :Mastny then said that in his view a new German-Czechoslovak 
treaty· seemed advantageous for the relations between the two 
countries. · 

I replied that in my view .the chief task was to give satisfaction 
to the Sudeten Germans. One could not put the cart before the horse. 
Only when a reconciliation had taken place could one look further 
ahead. · 

At the conclusion of our conversation M. Mastny told me that he 
regarded the amelioration of German-Czechoslovak relations as his 
lifework, and he hoped that I too would give him my _support in 
these endeavors. 

R[mBEN'.I;'ROP] 

BERLIN, March 31, 1938. 

• See documents Nos. 74 and 78, pp. 158 andl61. 



208 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

No.ll2 
120/68080-81 

TluJ German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eise'Tilohr) to tluJ German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 77 of March 31 PRAGUE, March 31, 1938-4:15 p.m. 
Received March 31, 1938-6:45 p.m. 

Internal political situation regarding Sudeten German affairs re
veals at present following picture: 

1) For the first time since the merging of the German splinter 
parties into combined party 83 about 36 meetings of Henlein move
ment with some 500,000 members took place in Sudeten German area. 
on Sunday, March 27. Demonstrations naturally overshadowed by 
happenings in Austria and were characterized by very violent out
breaks of enthusiasm on part of Sudeten German people, who expect 
complete reshaping of their destiny. In this connection understand 
from reliable agent that, for instance, Party flags were hoisted on 
town hall at Asch, accompanied by pealing of all church bells, during 
armed demonstration. Out of 34,000 inhabitants of Eger, 25,000 
Germans deployed likewise to accompaniment of church bells. Hen
Iein movement war standard was hoisted on town hall. Out of 18,000 
inhabitants of Saaz, 15,000 Germans marched shouting "One people, 
one Reich, one FUhrer!" In Gorkau, where Government representa
tive had forbidden German salute, speaker commenced his address 
with words: "On behalf of you all I salute our Fuhrer and the entire 
German people with upraised hands." In locality where formerly 
Activist or nonparty burgomaster went over to Sudeten German 
Party, this event was symbolized by hoisting Sudeten German Party 
:flag on town hall to accompaniment of peals of church bells. 

On orders from above Czechoslovak police and gendarmerie 
showed great restraint. At various places Government representa
tives were obliged to render military salute to Sudeten German 
Party flag. Population feel behavior of police to be helplessness 
and abdication of civil authority. They reckon on complete volte
face after April tO" and possibly even on direct Reich intervention. 

•TJ:Us refers to the fusion of German Christian Social, German Traders', and 
German Agrarian Parties with the Sudeten German Party earlier In March. The 
leader of the German Agrarian Party (Dr. Spina) resigned in consequence, and 
the German Christian Social Peoples' Party withdrew Its representative from the 
Government. See enclosure to document No. 103, p. 186. 

.. This refers probably to the date of the German plebiscite in annexed Austria. 
announced on March 13 to take place on April tO, on the question of the union of 
Austria with the Reich. 
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This belief, fortified by rumors from Vienna, so far prevails over 
any other solution. 

Party leaders of Sudeten German Party have recognized present 
enthusiastic mood as dangerous, and to calm it down have issued in
structions to devote month of April to intensive expansion of their 
Party organization rather than to holding meetings. . 

Rumors circulating here to effect that Sudeten German Party is 
arming German athletic clubs in frontier area are described by Party 
leaders as ridiculous invention and their origin is attributed to re
constitution of Sudeten German Ordnerdiemt,85 at present under 

·discussion by Ministry of Interior. 
2) Written report on way regarding planned demonstrations by 

various racial groups of Czechoslovaks in Parliament and Senate 
on March 29. 

3) Beran, leader of Czech Agrarian Party, sent intimation to me 
today that Hodza wishes to settle without exception .all points dis
cussed with me. Whether he is in a position to do so, even if he 
honestly desired to, appears exceedingly questionable in view of atti
tude of coalition parties up to present. Settlement would of course 
constitute realization of almost entire Sudeten German Party 
program. 

Beran announced in particular that amnesty and communal elec
tions were tp take place soon and that Hodza intended to commence 
discussions with Sudeten German Party from tomorrow. 

4) Confident attitude on part of General Staff observed for some 
days attributed by informed circles to reassuring news from Jan 
Masaryk, Czechoslovak Minister in London, who has arrived here. 
Krejci, Chief of General Staff, said among other things to former 
Austrian Military Attache, Longin, on latter's farewell visit :ss "We 
shall probably have to come to blows." 

EISENLOHR 

• Presumably the "Oraneraienst" of the early N.S.D.A.P. in Bohemia and 
Austria-originally a semimilitary organization to protect the Party meetings 
and demonstrations • 

.. i.e., his departure as the accredited representative on the disappearance or 
Austria as an independent State. : , 
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No.ll3 
120/68079 

Tlt6 German Charge d'Affaires in Ouclwalovalcia (Beneke) to the 
· German Foreign lll iniltry 

Telegram 

tlllGENT PRAam:, March 31, 1938-9 :20 p.m. 
No. 79 of March 31 Received March 31,1938-11:10 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 77 of the 31st.8' · 

Konrad Henlein has just conveyed following information to Lega
tion with the request that it be forwarded immediately to the Foreign 
Minist~ ' 

Party, SA and SS authorities on Austrian territory along Austro
Czechoslovak frontier are circulating reports in Sudeten Getman dis
tricts in southern Bohemia and southern Moravia that the entry 
of Reich German troops into Czechoslovakia will take place after 
April 10.88 At the ·same time Sudeten Germans in frontier region 
were being called upon to form combatant organizations without 
delay. In order to avoid serious complications Konrad Henlein, who 
regards situation as being extremely dangerous, requests strong meas
ures be taken to stop this propaganda. 

In order to describe mood in the Sudeten German region Konrad 
Henlein's representative made the following statements: 

1. It is reported from Krumau 89 (Bohemia) that Sudeten Germans 
there were already having uniforms made in large quantities so as 
to be equipped when the German troops march in. 

2. Throughout whole of frontier region swastika flags were being 
made openly by Sudeten German women's organizations. Further
more, swastika :flags were being illegally imported into Sudeten 
German region on considerable scale. 
. 3. Certain dissatisfaction with Sudeten German Party was already 
noticeable among students in Prague. Party was being reproached 
with delaying entry of German troops by its policy. . 

"Document No. 112, wtwa. 
• See footnote 84, p. 208 • 

. • Czech: Ceske Krumlov, in southern Bohemia. 

For the Minister: 
HENCKE 
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No.ll4 
213~/~672~0-42 

Minute by the State Secretary (We~sacker) 8Da 

SECRET BERLIN, April 11 1938. 
In pursuance of the discussion which the Hungarian Minister had 

with the State Secretary on the 31st ultimo,10 :M. Szt6jay reverted 
in conversation with me to the topic of Hungarian-Yugoslav relations 
in addition to the so-called guarantee question and the subject of 
General Sta:ff talks. 

The llinister once ;more described in full detail the incidents indi
cating that, from a comparison of conversations through purely· 
diplomatic channels with Field Marshal Goring (together with cor
respondence between Field llarshal Goring and Horthy) and with 
other military authorities (Field Marshal von Blomberg, etc.) ,91 the 
Hungarian Government no longer seem able to see clearly where they 
actually stand. 

The Hungarian llinister now has directions from his Government 
to ascertain : · 

(1) What is the position regarding the neutrality of Yugoslavia, 
which they desire, in the event of a war between Hungary and a 
third power! Are the German Government in possession of informa
tion on this subject which is not available in Budapest¥ Is Stoya
dinovich92 aware of the Hungarian o:ffer to recognize definitely the 
present Htingarian-Yugoslav frontier! Is Germany willing or not 
to act as a guarantor of the eventual neutrality of Yugoslavia! 

(2) Is Germany prepared to take part in General Sta:ff talks which 
would pave the way in certain respects for mutual procedure in the 
event of any joint military action necessary against Czechoslovakia! 

'Vith reference to p(>int (1) lL Szt6jay was also particularly 
desirous of knowing whether it seemed practicable to us to pursue 
the matter further through the diplomatic channels or via Field 
Marshal Goring. As regards point (2) the llinister based his hopes 
on very precise statements made to the Hungarians,.. among others 
by Herr von Blomberg on behalf of the Fiihrer, according to which 
these talks should have taken place a considerable time ago. : · 

With reference to both points the Minister observed that Hungary 
was not nervous, but she must be clear about these matters. He was 

.. Welzsii.cker was appointed State Secretary on April1,1938, but did not take 
up his duties until later. See footnote 31, p. 155. · · 

• Not printed. . 
• Records of these exchanges are not printed here, but see document No. 00, 

p. 153, eoncernlng the Blomberg-Hungarian exchanges. 
• Yugosln Prime Minister. 
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asking for information calculated to dispel doubts and false con
clusions in Budapest. 

Apart from the delaying of the military talks, the Minister found 
inconsistencies in the German attitude, namely, that both Herr von 
Neurath and Field Marshal Goring had happened to mention that 
it would be advisable for Hungary, in the event of a German
Czechoslovak conflict, first of all to be on the qui vive and await 
Yugoslav decisions, while the Reich Foreign Minister had recently 
spoken to him in a decidedly reassuring manner concerning probable 
Serbian attitude. 

The Minister saw a· certain contrast with regard to a possible 
German "guarantee" between his conversation with Herr von Neu-

. rath, who had appeared more reserved concerning this, and the con
versation of the Fiihrer and Field Marshal Goring with the Hun
garian Prime :Minister, in which a. very positive attitude to the 
question had been discernible. 

It should also be mentioned that the Minister dropped a remark 
during the conversation that the Fiihrer had told the Hungarian 
gentlemen that the whole of the territory at present Czechoslovak 
and formerly Hungarian must fall to Hungary again; he, the 
Fiihrer, was not even interested in Pressburg. 

I was essentially a listener during the whole of the conversation. 
Nevertheless I told the Minister that he should not draw any false 
conclusions from the various communications in his possession, which 
perhaps did not entirely agree with each other. From my experience 
diplomatic channels, by virtue of their customary use of memoranda, 
would certainly lead to more precise results than the utilization of 
a. large number of other channels independent of each other. 

WEIZSACKEB 

No. US 
1613/386682 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 

BERLIN, April 2, 1938. 
The Czechoslovak· Minister, who was with me today on other 

business, also mentioned the fresh developments among the Sudeten 
Germans. He dealt· with the subject without revealing any nervous
ness at all and stated that the situation had become clearer and 
simpler through the merging of the various Sudeten German 
parties.~~' These parties would in future no longer seek to outbid 

11 See footnote 83, p. 208. 
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each other, but the Party would rather be under unified and firm 
leadership which would also have to assume responsibility. 

I utilized the opportunity to tell the Minister that evidently arm
ing or reinforcements of an unusual nature had taken place among 
the frontier guards on the Czech side, which had led to uneasiness 
among our frontier guards. We should probably obtain further de
tails today and have the matter raised by Herr Eisenlohr in Prague. 

This conversation was then followed by an observation by the 
Minister on warnings and hints to him from third parties regarding 
dubious intentions on the part of the Reich toward his country. In 
regard to this I told him that these warnings were too transparent 
for any importance to be attached to them. If his country made the 
necessary moves in favor of the Sudeten Germans, it would then 
have no need to be anxious about German-Czech relations. 

WEIZSACXER 

No.l16 
120/68086-87 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

No. 62 BERLIN, April 2, 1938. 
(zu Pol. I 780 g) 

With reference to report of March 26, A. III. 2. m.1.95 Please see 
the Foreign Minister forthwith and inform him somewhat as follows: 

The Reich Government possess absolutely reliable reports that, 
contrary to the declarations made to a member of the German Lega
tion on March 26, the .Czech frontier inhabitants, Sokol clubs, and 
the Red Guard [Rote Wehr] in the Sudeten German frontier area 
were in the last few days being provided with arms. Reports are 
also to hand that the Czech police forces in the frontier area have 
been considerably reinforced and heavily armed. Even the formation 
of motorized detachments was reported. , 

This news has aroused lively unrest, not only among the Sudeteg 
Germans but also among the Reich-Germans living in Czechoslovakia, 
especially among the German customs and railway officials function
ing in Czech territory, as they feel exposed to the danger of attacks 
without means of defense. 

Every possible influence has been exerted by the Reich Govern
ment which can restore composure on this side of the frontier, The 

"Not printed. 
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Reich Government feel obliged, however, to call the attention of the 
Czechoslovak Government to the threatening aspect of the situation. 
It appears necessary that a halt should be called immediately by the 
Prague Government to the arming of the Czech frontier inhabitants, 
Sokol groups,· and Red Guard hitherto carried out, and that for the 
future precautionary measures should be taken to prevent further 
arming of this kind. Otherwise responsibility for all consequences 
arising would fall solely on the Czechoslovak Government. 

WEIZSACKER 

No.ll7 
621/21101135 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign M iniBtry · 

A 1380 p ABIS, April 4, 1988. 
(Pol. II 1018) 

·.When I recently paid my return visit to Paul-Boncour, the Foreign 
Minister, he spoke in earnest and anxious terms of the situation cre
ated by the incorporation of Austria, and France's anxiety that this 
altered situation, which he must now regard as a chose acguise, 
might be the starting point for new disturbances or even frontier 
changes in Central Europe. In these circumstances he considered it 
his duty to point out that France had given a solemn promise to the 
Prague Government that, in the event of a German attack on Czecho
slovakia,· France would come to the latter's help with all the forces 
at her disposal. That meant European war. He had always advo
cated clear speech; the less clearly one expressed oneself, the greater 
was the danger of war, which France, now as in the past, wanted to 
avoid. ·If people today tried to represent him, Paul-Boncour, as a 
warmonger, this was malicious calumny; he would work for under
standing with Germany in the same way as his predecessors had done, 
although at the moment the atmosphere for this was not particularly 
favorable. · 

I ·confined mysel~ to noting that M. Paul-Boncour regarded the 
Amc'IIJ;Uss with Austria as a clwse acguise, and assured him that 
aggressive intentions were far from our minds. Of course we ex
pected decent treatment of the Sudeten Germans by Czechoslovakia. 

H. WELCZECX 
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No.118 

No.l19 
66-i/257239-43 

The German Embassy in France to the German Foreign Ministry 
Telegram 

No. 192 of April 8 PARis, April 8,.1938. 
Received April 8, 1938-12 :25 p.m. 

(Copy, Pol. II 1024) 
The following is learned from a well-known source on the· talks 

between the Foreign Minister98 and French diplomatic representa
tives in Central and Eastern Europe and on the instructions given 
to them: 

Au cours de la conference qu'ils ont tenue dans le bureau du 
ministre des affaires etrangeres les representants 'de la France en 
Russie, en Pologne, en Tchecoslovaquie et en Roumanie99 ont com
plete au pres de M. Paul-Boncour les renseignements qu'ils · avaien~ 
deja transmis a Paris en meme temps qu'ils ont pu confronter directe
ment leurs impressions. · · 

L'echange de vues a porte essentiellement sur les repercussions de 
l'Anschlusa en Europe centrale et orientale et notamment sur la · 
situation de la Tchecoslovaquie. · 

Dans chacun des pays ou ils resident, !'annexion de l'Autriche a 
1' Allemagne a provoque une inquietude profonde. · 

" Not printed. . . 
• M. Paul-Boncour. This conference was held In Paris on Aprll 5. · 
• These representatives were the Ambassadors in Moscow, M. Coulondre, and 

in Warsaw, M. Not!l; the Ministers in Prague, M. de Lacroix, and in BuchareRt, 
l\1. Thierry. 
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II y a quelques jours, ll. Brugere, ministre de France a Bel.grade, 
apportait aM:. Paul-Boncour les memes observations. Les opmions 
publiques ont ete singulierement emues et s'il ne s'agissait que d'elles, 
toutes les conditions seraient reunies pour une politique active de 
resistance aux visees d'expansion du Reich. :Mais, soit pour des 
raisons de politique interieure, soit pour des motifs dont ils sont juges, 
peut-etre meme parce qu'il a pu arriver qu'ils aient · cru justifie un 
doute sur Ia ferme resolution de la France, certains gouvernements, 
tout en ressentant une emotion aussi vive, ne traduisent pas leurs 
sentiments dans les faits. 

Aussi les representants de la France ont-ils re~u mission de sou
ligner aupres d'eux toute !'importance des determinations prises avec 
nettete a Paris en ce qui concerne la Tchecoslovaquie. La France a 
solennellement affirme qu'elle tiendra, en toutes circonstances, ses 
engagements vis-a-vis de ce pays. · 

L'Angleterre elle-meme, par Ia voix de :M. Neville Chamberlain, a 
laisse subsister peu d'hesitation sur !'attitude qu'elle prendrait au 
cas ou la Tchecoslovaquie serait attaquee, et la France se portant a 
son secours entrainee dans ces complications. · 

Le moment est venu dans ces conditions de demander aux etats 
interesses, en queUes dispositions ils se trouvent eux-memes, dans 
quelle mesure les puissances occidentales peuvent compter sur leur 
collaboration d'abord pour eviter le pire, pour sauvegarder l'inde
pendance de Ia Tchecoslovaquie et la leur propre, ensuite dans l'even
tualite d'un coup de force de la part du Reich. 

Certes, la position de ces dift'erentes puissances est complexe. La 
Pologne, par exemple, est liee .& la France par un traite d'alliance 
militaire, qu'elle n'a d'ailleurs jamais conteste, on se plait a le sou
ligner a Paris; au contraire, le 7 mars 1936, le Gouvernement de 
Varsovie a fait clairement entendre au Gouvernement fran~ais qu'il 
est pret a tenir tous ses engagements.1 Cependant, il n'existe aucun 
traite entre lui et le Gouvernement de Prague, avec lequel il entretient 
souvent des rapports difficiles. Les dirigeants fran~ais, tout en 
respectant la souverainete de la Pologne, usent de leurs conseils 
amicaux aupres de celle-ci pour amener une amelioration tellement 
souhaitable dans ces relations. 

La Roumanie a signe avec Ia France un traite aux obligations 
moins precises.2 Mais, a defaut de texte, l'intimite entre les deux 
pays est si profonde que leur entente complete n'a jamais rencontre 
d'obstacle serieux. 

La Roumanie est l'alliee de la Pologne en meme temps qu'elle est 
l'associee de la Yougoslavie et de la Tchecoslovaquie dans le cadre 
de Ia Petite Entente. Or, on sait que ce pacte ne vise que la resis
tance au revisionisme hongrois et non de l'Allemagne. 

Dans quelle mesure ces obligations diverses peuvent-elles se com
pleter afin d'assurer la protection de leurs signataires contr~ les 

1 Assurances to this effect were given to France by bo.th the Polish Foreign 
Minister and the Polish Ambassador in Paris at this date. The Franco-Polish 
Treaty of Alliance was concluded in February 1921. 

• The Franco-Rumanian Treaty of Friendship, concluded on June 10, 1926, was 
really a treaty providing for arbitration and consultation on outstanding ques
tions between the two Powers, within the framework of the League Covenant. 
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attaques de l'imperialisme allemand~ Telle est la question qui est 

poseefin. . ' 1' ·• f d 1 R · Le d · · En , a arr1ere- on a usste. s rapports e cette puissance 
avec ses voisins, la Polo~ne et la Roumanie notamment, en vue de 
!'execution, en cas de besom, du pacte sovieto-tchecoslovaque,8 quelque 
soit le traite conclu entre Paris et Prague,3 sont d'une importance 
primordiale. · 

Somme tout, on le voit, c'est le probleme tchecoslovaque qui est au 
centre des preoccupations fran~aises. C'est de ce probleme que les 
ambassadeurs ont re~:u instruction de s'occuper. · 

Dans le meme esprit, les negociations avec la Turquie sont poussees 
actiyement ala conference de Montreux;' ou M. Paul-Boncour presi
dait la delegation fran.:;aise, la Republique Kemaliste a recouvre sa 
liberte dan& les det.roits. C'est done elle qui detiendrait, en cas de 
complications internationales, les clefs de communications de la 
Russie avec !'Occident. On comprend qu'il s'agit la d'une question 
dont le Gouvernement fran.:;ais se preoccupe tout particulierement en 
relation avec le pacte franco-sovietique. A Montreux, M. Paul
Boncour avait songe a Ia conclusion d'un pacte d'assistance mutuelle. 
Malheureusement les" circonstances sont moins propices actuellement 
a la realisation d'un tel instrument diplomatique. 1\fais si !'accord 
envisage, qui comprendrait trois traites, car il porterait egalement 
sur le problema syrienJ11 ne revetira J>as cette forme, il n'en· sera pas 
moins doue d'efficacite. Les negoCiations sur ce point sont en si 
bonne voie que M. Paul-Boncour envisage la possibilite de se rendre 
a Ankara pour la ceremonie de la signature le 18 ou le 20 mai 
prochain. 

EMBASSY 

No.l20 
664/257244--111 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A1263 

Subject: France and Czechoslovakia. 

pARIS, April 8, 1938. 
(Pol. II 1068) 

I. "La France tiendrait effectivement, immediatenient, et inregrale
ment ses obligations envers la Tchecoslovaquie resultant d'un traite 
connu de tous." According to an official announcement this ,assur-

• See document No. 2, p. 10. 
• The Montreux Conference, which dealt with the Straits question, was held in 

June-July 1936; the last Montreux Conference was held in April-May 1937.. · 
• This question between France and Turkey, concerning the boundaries of the 

Sanjak of Alexandretta in French Syria and its status, was settled at the League 
of Nations Council, Geneva, with the Agreement of May 28, 1937, by which the 
Sanjak of Alexandretta was constituted a separate entity. Syria was responsible 
for Its foreign relations and a customs and currency union between it and Syria 
was established. 
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ance was given by the Prime Minister, Blum, to Osusky, the Czecho
slovak Minister in Paris, on Mareh 14 in the presence of the" Foreign 
Minister, Paul-B9ncour, even before he had presented to the Cham
ber his new Cabinet, which he had formed with such difficulty. The 
Government statement repeated the promise, the Foreign Minister 
renewed it in the sessions of the Foreign Affairs Committees in the 
Chamber and the Senate, and finally it was expressly referred to in 
a semiofficial announcement on April 6. The last-mentioned an
notmcement reports a conference8 of the French Ambassadors and 
Ministers in Moscow, Warsaw, Prague, and Bucharest with Paul
Boncour, and the instructions given to them by the Foreign Minister 
on the situation in Central Europe. France, it is there stated, has 
solemnly affirmed her obligations toward Czechoslovakia and has 
firmly declared that these would be fulfilled under all circumstances. 

The second Blum government has thus adhered to the assurances, 
also given .by previous governments, in particUlar by the first and 
second Chautemps Cabinets.• Substantially the same formula recurs 
in numerous o~cial statements of the last half year, as is seen from 
the resume enclosed in Appendix J.1° . 

Its meaning is clear: France will hasten to the aid of Czechoslo
vakia with armed force if the latter is attacked by Germany. 

II. That the emphatic repetition of this promise was intended as 
_a warn1ng to Germany and as moral support to' Czechoslovakia, 
especially now after the Austrian Anschluss, hardly needs to be 
emphasized. One would have thought that for the French people 
the statement was really no surprise, for it merely repeats the sub- · 
stance of the existing treaties. Is not France the country which has 

, always pathetically and peda~tically defended the sanctity and in
violability of treaties¥ Therefore the realization that this principle 

· should also apply to France herself should really have found unani
mous agreement in all camps.. A certain contradiction to this, how
ever, appearing in a reaction of public opinion, is that the prospect 
of being obliged to go to war for Czechoslovakia, according to the · 
pledge given, is received with cold djspleasure; Any government 
which .conjured up this danger, no matter from what motives~ would 
be attacked. The· lofty principle of unconditional adherence . to 
treaties is being gently relegated to the background, and the practical 
importance of such an obligation is being examined soberly and skep-

• Held in Paris, April 5; see document No. 119, p~ 215. 
• The first Cabinet of M. Chautemps was from June 22, 1937, to January 15, 

1938 (with M. Delbos as Foreign Minister); the second was his re-formed admin
istration of January 18, 1938 (with Delbos again Foreign Minister), which 
resigned on ?.larch 10, 1938, and was succeeded by the administration of M. Blum 
on March 13, 1938, with M. Paul-Boncour as Foreign Minister. 

"Not printed. 
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tically in the clear light of day. The debate is motivated by deep
seated dislike of every warlike development. In the discussion it is 
not so much a question of seeking possibilities of really giving help 
to Czechoslovakia as of seeking difficulties which would make help 
appear hopeless. In this, juridical and political, military and na-
tional-egoistic ~rguments are adduced. . 

The Juridical and political situation, it is-maintained, is not favor
able for France in the case of support to Czechoslovakia. A Euro
pean war is not practicable for France without British help. Britain, 
however, is pledged to intervene only if France herself is exposed to 
an unprovoked. attack. If France hastens directly to ,the help of 
threatened Czechoslovakia, without being attacked herself, the alli
ance obligation does not arise for Britain. It is not clear whether 
the remnants of the Locarno Treaty, to which the Franco-Czecho
slovak Treaty of Mutual Guarantee belongs, cover France's action 
and ensure Britain's intervention. If France chooses the lengthy 
roundabout course via the League Council, the political risk is cer
tainly less, but valuable time is wasted for military action, quite 
apart from the fact that in its present composition the League of 
N atiol)s would hardly be in a position to take effective action. A 
debate on these questions has taken place also in the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Chamber. From the Foreign Minister's state~ent 
that they were the subject of negotiations between London and Paris, 
it can be concluded that the Government also shared certain doubts, 
even if they might have a juridical rather than a practical signifi
cance. Chamberlain's statement on this point in the House of Com
mons11 has had a calming effect, insofar as it emphasized British 
interest, beyond treaty obligations, in the event of warlike compli
cations in which France would be involved, and the probably un
avoidable British intervention on the side of France. 

If, in the light of this, British armed help is still thought. reason
ably certain, even in the case of a conflict arising out of the fulfill
ment of the Treaty of Alliance with Czechoslovakia, the doubts as 
to whether effective military aid to Czechoslovakia is still possible at 
all are in no way removed and are being further discussed in public, · 
roughly as follows. The glacis of the demilitarized Rhineland is 
lost. Hitherto French plans in the event of war were purely de
fensive. In order to come to the aid of Czechoslovakia, the French 
Army would have to break out from the cover of the Maginot Line, 
and would then probably be held up on the German counterdefenses. 
Here tactical advantages involving great sacrifices are the most that 

"Presumably that made on March 24; ct. document No. 104, p. 192. 
'lt74U--tt--vol. n-20 
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could be achieved, while in the meantime Czechoslovakia would bleed 
to death. On top of this, France's strategical position has also 
deteriorated conside.rably at another point, owing to the cooperation 
between Berlin and Rome and to the Austrian Amchluss. The 
German Army· can link up with the Italian through the Alpine 
valleys, and 1ppear with superior forces on the Franco-Italian 
frontier. 

In addition, at present, France's Spanish :flank is endangered, a 
fact which is specially indicated since Franco's recent military suc
cesses,t2 and a third front is coming into being which absorbs forces 
for its defense. 

Since the German reoccupation of the Rhineland, it is often 
argued, only large-scale air armament still offers a possibility of 
rendering effective aid to Czechoslovakia; but this possibility has 
been neglected here. _ 

There is particular skepticism about effeetive Russian help, which 
would permit Czechoslovakia a longer serious resistance. It is main

. tained in many quarters that this is ,not to be reckoned with at all, 
as neither Poland nor Rumania would permit the passage of Red 
aircraft or Red troops. 

-Can France-so runs the refrain of these deh'berations-plunge 
into such a hopeless military adventure I And for whom after all W 
For Czechoslovakia¥ All of ·a sudden even this "noble, friendly, 
and allied nation" is being submitted to critical scrutiny. Especially 
the anti-Government Paris press and the provincial press do not 
mince matters. The basic theme is-"What do the Czechs matter to 
us~" "The invention of Czechoslovakia"; "Should the French let 
themselves be slaughtered for the Freemason Professor BeneS~" 
This mood finds its most brutal, but not its only, expression in an 
article by Leon Garibaldi, which has appeared in the M arseille-M atiln. 
and in other newspapers of southern France, and has been quoted by 
the Paris press without being seriously criticized by anyone. "The 
French nation is not cannon fodder! No, M. Blum and M. Boncour, 
France will fight only for her own independence, and you shall never 
have the French Army at your disposal to sacrifice it to interests 
which are not Fre:Q.ch, interests of eastern peoples, which are too 
far distant from us for us to be able to render them military aid 
of any real effectiveness." 

These pathetic tirades are supplemented by scornful irony and 
bitter sarcasm which are even more damaging. The widely read 
columnist in Oewvre, de la Fouchardiere, writes in an article ".Assez 

n The rapid advance of the Nationalist forces on the Aragon· front toward 
Barcelona and the Mediterranean coast during the last half of March. 
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d'alliances clandestines" : "the French learned some time ago that they 
have to go to the help of Czechoslovakia, if Czechoslovakia is threat
ened. Why¥ Because Czechoslovakia is. our friend and ally I How 
did that happen@" In Parisian "argot" Liberte jeers at the zeal of 
the Popular Front: "Si "'a fait plaisir a Leon Blum, a Moch 13 et 
a Thorez,u je veux bien mourir pour la TcMquie. Encore faudrait-il 
que la Tchequie ne soit pas crevee d'a.vance I Et que Versailles n'ait 
pas accouche d'un Etat mort-ne." In Action Fra~ai8e Leon Daudet 
puts the following words into the mouth of an ignorant peasant from 
Touraine: "So it's for the Czechs • • ." and then exclaims, "C'est 
paysan ou ouvrier, Jacques Couillonas, le cobaye. de la democratie 
sanguinaire, qui doit aller crever sur un signe de tete d'un juif qu'il 
a en horreur, dans un obscur et lointain patelin, dont n· n'a pas la 
moindre notion." 

These articles are even more effective than the comparatively un
known resolutions of an equally unknown National Peace Council, 
which long-windedly enumerates the arguments against war and tries 
to see in article 19 of the League of Nations Covenant the crucial 
point of an attempt at solution (Appendix 2) •16 

The rest of the press strikes a calmer note, but it also carefully 
records the numerical relationship of the individual races in Czecho
slovakia to each other, the desires for autonomy, the weakness of 
domestic policy, the unfavorable geographical position. The "cool
ness and courage" of the Czechoslovak Government are recognized, 
but nowhere is Czechoslovakia represented as an internally well 
integrated State. After reading the French press, the impression 
must rather remain in the mind of the French reader that, after all, 
Czechoslovakia is a threa~ened structure also in internal affairs. 
German policy is, to be sure, regarded as the main cause of the in
ternal danger, but a serious reaction on the part of the Czechoslovak 
Government is hardly expected or recommended. 

If one scans these press statements, which may be said to repre
sent popular opinion, it might also appear as if the furtive hope were 
germinating in the French subconscious mind that France might be_ 
absolved from discharging her treaty obligations by developments 
inside Czechoslovakia. · 

No other clear solution to the problem appears anywhere. The 
Left wants to save Czechoslovakia in Spain and therefore demands 
intervention in Spain in favor of the Reds, so that Italian and Ger-

.. Jules Moch was a Socialist Party leader and Minister of Public Works Jn 
the Blum Cabinet. 

•• Secretary-General and leader of the French Communist Party. 
"Not printed. 
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man influence there may be forced back, the prestige of these Powers 
weakened, and thus Germany's aggressive proclivities toward Czecho
slovakia lessened. . The Right sees a solution in the increasingly 
urgent demand for rapprochement with Italy. 

All parties, with the exception of the Communists, agree to recom
mend most urgently to Czechoslovakia caution, moderation, and con
c~liation. For this eventuality diplomatic support by France is to 
be ungrudgingly given. 

IIt_ Thus the following picture of the French attitude to Czecho
slovakia emerges at present: The French Government is using every 
opportunity to emphasize France's obligations toward Czechoslovakia 
and to give solemn assurances that they will be unconditionally ful
filled in case of emergency. It addresses these views equally to public 
opinion at home and to the outside world. It feels constrained to this 
attitude immediately after the Austrian Anschluss, which was a 
Severe setback to French self -esteem, for reasons of prestige as well 
as from the fear that, after the conclusion of the Anschluss and after 
a· possible success over Czechoslovakia, Germany would continue her 
expansion and would not even, despite all previous assurances given 
to the contrary, stop at France. By decisive repetition of its state
ments, the French Government hopes to strengthen again the deeply 
shaken confidence of its allies .. It will endeavor·further to strengthen 
its own position and that of· Czechoslovakia by seeking to arouse 
active interest 4_1 the independence of Czechoslovakia also in Moscow 
and Warsaw, in Belgrade, and Bucharest-a tendency which merits 
our most serious attention. According to the statements of Neville 
Chamberlain, the French Government can, in the event of a conflict 
arising from the French treaty obligations toward Czechoslovakia 
and leading to war between France and Germany, rely on Britain's 
entering the conflict on the side of France. It cherishes also the 
certainly not unjustified hope tliat the United States of America, too, 
would adopt an attitude of more than benevolent neutrality in this 
conflict. Yet the efforts of the French Government are undoubtedly 
.concentrated on preventing, if possible, the outbreak of such a con
flict on the grounds of treaty obligations toward Czechoslovakia. 

So far, this policy finds little echo in public opinion, and cannot 
overcome the doubts as to whether intervention on behalf of Czecho
slovakia is worth the risk involved for France in bringing about a 
general conflict. After the Austrian Anschluss doubts arise also 
whether the relative strength of military armaments and war poten· 
tial still shows a balance in favor of France; or whether the scales 
are not beginning to be· 'weighted in Germany's favor. Events in the 
Spanish theatre of war demonstrate the. danger, real or imagined, 
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of the appearance of a third front and of the threat to French lines 
of communication with Africa and thus to French mobilization. 

In judging this attitude of a not inconsiderable section of the 
population, it should be borne in mind that fluctuations in public 
opinion are not uncommon. Furthermore, the violent internal ten-. 
sion has obscured the view of problems of foreign policy more than 
has hitherto been the case in France. If a new Government succeeds 
in bridging or suppressing the internal differences, it can, with better 
hope of success, exert its strong influence on the press and its other 
means of propaganda for its foreign political ideas-a thing which 
in this question the present Government has done only hesitatingly, 
if at all. If the Government knew how to inculcate in the. people 
the conviction 'that sooner or later hostilities between France and 
Germany were inevitable, the "bulwark of Czechoslovakia" would 
assume an entirely different significance in the minds of the people. 
It can be considered a certainty that Czechoslovak propaganda in 
France will, as can already be discerned, in future also work with 
all possible means to this end. · 

'Weighing up all factors, one comes to the conclusion that, at the 
present moment, France would still march if an unprovoked attack · 
were launched against Czechoslovakia, or if a situation arose which 
approximated to an unprovoked attack. This conclusion, of course, 
does not exclude the possibility that in this. situation France would 
delay until the last possible moment her armed intervention, which 
would be bound to lead to a general conflict. Moreover, her attitude 
is based only on the prE:sent situation and may change. There is 
little to indicate that it might develop in the direction of more far
reaching commitments for Czechoslovakia or for other conflicts. 
There is more to indicate that, on the basis of the above-mentioned 
considerations and of a further development of public opinion in the 
country, a diminution, either open or concealed, of French obligations 
toward Czechoslovakia will take place and thus give rise to a gradual 
isolation of that country. 
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No.l21 
1613/386688--89 

The Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht, to the German 
Foreign Mini8try 

SECRET SUPREME HEADQUARTERS, TliE WEHRM:ACHT, 

A. W. A. BERLIN, AprilS, 1938. 
Abw. No. 735/4.38 VII A (Pol. I 884 g (IV)) 

To the Foreign Ministry, for Counselor of Legation Altenburg, 
Berlin. 

Reference Czechoslovakia. 
Annexed is information from a leading member of the Sudeten 

German Party through Henlein's representative in Berlin. 
On Tuesday, April5, the political committee of the Sudeten Ger

man Party under Henlein's chairmanship was busy with the result 
of the conversation of the previous week of Kundt, Richter, and 
Pfrogner with Hodza. This conversation has again shown unmis
takably that Hodza wants to bring about a fundamental settlement 
by granting concessions with regard to details. Although it is not 
the primary intention to insist from the outset on fundamental settle
ment, the danger involved in entering into questions of detail, on 
the other hand, has come to be.realized. Hodza need only prove to 
well-disposed foreign countries that he is negotiating and that con
cessions will be made. It is, however, quite certain that Hodza holds 
no mandate from the Government as a whole, much less from the 
Czech people. The Social Democrat Minister, Meissner, told the 
Deputy, Peters, quite plainly a few days ago, that Hodza. was cer
tainly not empowered to make concessions to us. 

During the conversation Hodza brought up approximately the 
same matters as had been announced weeks ago: concessions regard
ing languag~ rights; proportional appointment of officials; schools; 
the fact that membership of the Sudeten German Party· was no 
longer to be a cause for official investigation; amnesty. Upon the 
objection of our negotiators that a minority statute was unaccept
able because the Sudeten German racial group [Volksgruppe] did 
not consider themselves a minority, he agreed there and then from 
now on to sp~ak of a nationalities statute. A sign of how important 
Hodza considers it just to deceive and gain time is the fact that the 
subject matter of the conversation of the previous week was declared 
confidential, whereas shortly afterward it was established in a con
versation between a member of the Sudeten German Party and a 
foreign diplomat that certain Legations were already informed of 
the subject of the conversation. 
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The result of Tuesday's conference was the drafting of a covering 
note to Hodza of approximately the following content, a~ording to 
memorandum by Dr. Sch.18 

{1) Negotiations would not serve any purpose unless a radical 
line of action were taken in solving the problem. 

(2) Hodza's proposals are welcomed as a step toward a detente, 
but they must not be allowed to divert attention from the fundamen-
tal solution of the problem. · 

(3) Indispensable prerequisite for the solution of the problem is 
equal willingness among the Czech people, so that negotiations with 
authorized representatives of the Czech people can be called for. As 
soon as the desired equality of rights has 1:>een established, as under 
point 3, the following demands will be made: 

1) Self-administration of people and homeland (the wording is 
deliberately chosen). 

2) Participation on a basis of equality of status and rights in 
the determination of policy and administration in the 
State. 

3) Compensation. 

This note was handed to Hodza on April6. 
For the Chief of Supreme Headquarters: . 

STOLZE 

No.l22 
1256/338374 

The German Embassy in Great Britain to the German Foreign 
Ministry 

A 1701 LoNDON, April 8, 1938. 
(Pol. V 2777) 

Subject: Passage of Russian troops through Polish and/or Rumanian 
territory. . 

An agent of the Embassy who has good connoctions with influ
ential circles in the French Socialist Radical Party reports that he 
has received reliable information from Paris to the effect that Blum 
has ordered the Chiefs of Missions in Warsaw and Bucharest, who 
were recently called to Paris,17 to sound the Polish and Rumanian 
Governments as to their attitude toward the passage of Russian 
troops through Polish and/ or Rumanian territory in the event of 
Pacts between Czechoslovakia and Russia and Czechoslovakia and 
France coming into operation, They are said to have been instructed 

•• The person referred to by this abbreviation Is not known. 
"On .Aprll 5; see doeument No. 119, p. 215. · 
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to bring every possible pressure to bear to obtain a reply in favor 
of France. 

Above information passed on to you with reserve. 
VON SELZAX 

No.l23 
1613/386690-92 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

STRICTLY SECRET 

No. 99 of Apri~ 8 

For the Reich Minister. 

Telegram 

Pru.oUE, April9, 1938-3:30 a.m. 
Received April 9, 1938-6 a.m. 

(Pol. I 891 g) 

In continuation of telegraphic report 91 of April 4.ts 
Feelings becoming more violent in last few days in Sudeten Ger

man area. K. H. Frank's secretary and confidential agent, Dr. 
Eckert, returned from north Bohemia, described situation as "catas
trophic and shattering." All classes of population, from manufac
turers to unemployed, openly characterize negotiations of Sudeten 
German Party with Czechoslovak Government, even though they 
have hitherto striven for autonomy as the declared maximum goal, 
as betrayal of'the people which would cost Henlein his entire follow
ing. Nor would autonomy protect Sudeten German area from 
threatening economic crisis which Czechoslovakia is facing, the con
sequences of which would be to make the masses more radical. Ten
sion so great that single shot for Sudeten Germans would suffice to 
start blood bath among Czechs. Efforts for pacification by Party 
leaders were not taken seriously owing to FUhrer's speech about 10 
million Germans.19 General impression continues to be that decisive 
action will occur after April 10.20 Ban on meetings21 downright 
piece of luck for Sudeten German J:>arty. If today a Sudeten German 
Party member attempted to speak of the possibility even of a policy 
of understanding he woulq indubitably be cried down. Dr. Eckert 

18 Not printed. 
• The speech before the Reichstag on February 20, 1938 ; see footnote 83, p. 139. 

The actual remark of Hitler's containing this reference was: "Over 10 million 
Germans live in two of the States adjoining our frontiers. Till 1866 they were 
constitutionally united with the whole German people ••• Under the terms of 
the Peace Pact t;lley were kept against their will from forming a union with the 
1l:eich." See The Speeches of Adolf Hitler, edited by Norman H. Baynes (Oxford, 
1942), vol. n:, p.l376. 

• See footnote 84, p. 208. 
b The ban on political meetings originally imposed in October 1937 was re

imposed by the Czechoslovak Government on April 1, 1938, until further notice. 
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gave it as his own and K. H. Frank's opinion that without help from 
the Reich it would not be possible to maintain discipline. Most effec
tive of all would be declaration by authoritative personages of Reich 
in a position to pour oil on troubled waters; in any case it was im
perative to broadcast a timely commentary over the German radio,22 

prepared by the Sudeten German Party in collaboration with German 
authorities, on Henlein's speech on future policy planned for April 
24 or 25 at Karlsbad.2a 

K. H. Frank himself in subsequent conversation with confidential 
agent of Legation also summed up the situation as extremely tense, 
and expressed concern lest armed Communists provoke Sudeten Ger
man Party groups to irresponsible acts. Frank remarked explicitly 
that discipline in Sudeten German ranks could only be preserved by 
direct influence of Fuhrer, for which appropriate form would have 
to be found. As to details, he mentioned the following: 

(1) Illegal activities by frontier posts continue, especially in 
western Bohemia, and from Austria into southern Bohemia and 
southern Moravia. Various cases already reported direct to Berlin. 
Dr. Eckert alleged same about Reichenberg area where pressure was~ 
exerted from Zittau. 

(2) Last week, after call-up, some 200 Czechoslovaks of military 
age and German race deserted from Moravia to Austria, where they 
are being employed partly on frontier dutie~. Austrian authorities 
had already sent request to Sudeten German Party to prevent further 
desertions of such extent. Report ends. 

Even if sudden change in previous confidence of Sudeten German 
Party as to Henlein's having firm hold on Sudeten German people 
were perhaps due to nervousness about election day, I would never
theless recommend that, in view of possible consequences, a steadying 
word be broadcast on Saturday noon and evening by the highest 
competent authority in the Reich. 

EISENLOHR 

,. Marginal longhand note initialed by Rlbbentrop: "Yes." 
21 i.e., at the Congress of the Sudeten German Party to take place there on that 

date. Cf. also later documents on this, Nos. 128, 134, and 135, pp. 232, 241 and 242. 
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1613/386694 

No. 124 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN, April 9, 1938. 
~891g 

(zu Pol. I l892 g (II .Ang.)) 

With reference to telegraphic report No. 99 from Prague.24 

The Reich Minister agrees to the broadcasting of a commentary 
on Henlein's speech on future policy ( cf. middle of page 2 of tele
gram 25). The Reich Minister had further ordered that two or three 
persons from the Volkadeutsche Mittelstelk should go to the dis
turbed areas to counsel reason there. The Reich :Minister wants left 
out of the question any public authoritative Reich statement such as 
contemplated for today in the closing paragraph of telegram No. 99. 

Finally, the Reich Minister has approved the participation in to
morrow's journey to Dresden 28 to vote as requested by Herr Eisenlohr. 

Herewith submitted through Director Pol. to Pol. IV b. accord
ing to verbal instructions already given. 

WEIZSACKER 

[Longhand note by Altenburg, April 11 :] The necessary instruc
tions were given by tel[ephone]; zu Pol. I 891/2 g. [Daa erforder
liche wurde tel. bezw. zu Pol. I 891/t g veranlaaat.] 

16 Document No. 123, &upra. • 
• The point at which footnote 22 occurs in the telegram. 
• This was the transport to Dresden, organized by the Reich Government at 

reduced fares, of Reich-Germans to vote in the plebiscite on the issne of the 
An&chZus& with Austria on AprlllO (see footnote 84, p. 208). In this plebiscite all 
Reich-Germans besides those In Austria Itself were to vote, and this included 
Germans outside the Reich. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA,.1937-1938 229 

No.l25 
2369/49U22-23 

The Volksdeutsohe Mittelstelle to the Headquarters of the SA 

tlltGENT 

EXPRESS LE'ITER 

BERLIN, W. 35. 
Tiergartenstrasse 18, 

April 9, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 2605) 

To Headquarters of the SA, 7 Barerstrasse, Munich 43 
Subject: Exercising influence on Sudeten Germans. · 

File No.: T/W-1.15 b. 
Since the reunion of Austria with the Reich, an extraordinary 

atmosphere of tension and enthusiasm prevails among the Sudeten 
Germans. In the interests of domestic and foreign policy it is neces· 
sary that this enthusiasm should not lead to indiscretions which 
would be detrimental to the interests of the Reich at the present 
moment. It is therefore necessary that Reich-Germans refrain from 
doing anything which might -encourage indiscretions on the part of 
the Sudeten German population in frontier areas; in particular, all 
propaganda toward influencing the Sudeten German population in 
frontier areas must be avoided. 

In this connection please note that Foreign Minister Krofta in
formed the German Minister that on AprilS in the neighborhood of 
Hermanice ( @) and Weigsdorf, near Friedland, 16 motor lorries, 
each carrying 30 SA men drew up to the frontier and shouted across 
the slogan: "One people, one Reich, one Fiihrer I" 

Headquarters here request that this affair be investigated and, 
regardless of the result of the investigation, that an immediate order 
be issued to ensure that neither in the frontier area already named 
nor anywhere else along the frontier should propaganda influence 
of this nature be exerted upon the frontier population, whose respon
sible leaders are making every effort to keep the natural enthusiasm 
of the population within bounds dictated by political necessity. 

Heil Hitler I 
DR. Lmo 
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No.l26 
1650/392024 

Interdepartmental Minute of the Foreign Ministry 

(zu Pol. V 2172 (II)) 
In his letter of the 4th instant Counselor of Embassy von Tippels

kirch 21 expressed doubts whether the alleged negotiations with the 
Rumanian Government about the right to march through their coun
try will take place with the Soviet Government direct; Herr von 
Tippelskircli thinks it much more likely that these negotiations will 
~ conducte~ with the Rumaillan Government through the French 
or the Czechs. In these circumstances it is advisable-after consult
ing with Herr Busse28-not to send an instruction to the German 
Legation in Bucharest but discuss the matter verbally with ?rlinister 
Fabricius,29 who is coming to Berlin in about a week's time. 

WELCK 
BERLIN, A.prilll, 1938. 
[Longhand note:] Pol. IV a. (Herr Busse) for initialing and with 

the request for a discussion of the matter with Minister Fabricius. 

Newspaper cutting appended: 

EMERGENCY LANniNG OF A SoVIET BoMBER AmCRA.Fr IN RUMANIA 

D.N.B.30 BucHAREsT, Apri114. 
According to an announc.ement from Baja-Mare (northern Ru

mania) which appears in the Kronstadt issue of the Hungarian 
paper Bra~ts'ei Lapok, a Soviet Russian bomber aircraft en route from 
Soviet Russia. to Czechoslovakia was-forced to land there on Tues
day. In accordance with article 91 of the new Rumanian Constitu· 
tion of February 20, 1938,81 no foreign army may set foot on or pass 
over Rumanian territory unless special permission is obtained. It is 
emphasized that flights over Rumania are also included in this. No 
law allowing for exceptions has been passed. 

• Counselor of Embassy in the German Embassy, Moscow, 1935-41. 
• Cf. document No. 131, p. 238. · 
• Dr. Wilhelm Fabricius, German Minister in Bucharest, 1936-41. 
• Deutsche Nachrichtenburo, the German official news agency. 
11 The new Rumanian Constitution proposed by the King was passed by plebl

selte on February 24, 1938, and terminated the parliamentary influence of the 
Iron Guard. Clause 91 stated that no foreign armed troops might be admitted 
to the service of the State or might enter or pass through Rumanian territory 
unless authorized by specific legislation. 
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No.l27 
1650/382022-23 

Extracts From Letters From the Counselor of Embassy in Moscow 

(Tippelskirch) to Officials of the Foreign Ministry 32 

ExTRACT FRoM A LETTER OF MARCH 28, 1938, TO CouNSELOR ScHLIEP33 

FR(m CouNSELOR oF EMBASSY voN TIPPELSKIRCH, Moscow 

It will also interest you to know that the :rumor has cropped up in 
journalistic circles here that the Russians are to negotiate again· 
with the Rumanians about the right of transit for troops, possibly 
in exchange for the renunciation of claims to Bessarabia.8' Here I 
would like to point out the following: 

When Litvinov made his famous statement before press represen
tatives here,811 one journalist asked him how the Soviet Union pro
posed to help Czechoslovakia, with whom she had no common fron
tier, should the occasion arise. Litvinov answered that a way would · 
no doubt be found. As I believe that the negotiations will be con
ducted-if they take place at all-by Alexandrovsky88 in Buchares~, 
I would recommend you to make inquiries there. · 

ExTRAcT FRoM A LETTER OF APRIL 4, 1938, TO SEcRETARY OF LEGATION 

BARON voN WELCK FRoM CouNSELOR OF EMBASSY VON TIPPEL 

SKIRCII,Mosco'V 

Herr Schliep wrote me saying that he would formulate in an in
struction my information relating to negotiations between the Soviet 
Union and Rumania about right of transit of troops. The question· 
is whether the Russians will conduct such negotiations directly with 
the Rumanians or whether they will prefer to avail themselves of 
the mediation of Paris or Prague if the occasion arises. If I am no~ 
mistaken, Litvinov was formerly of the opinion that it was for France 
and Czechoslovakia to provide for right of transit and thereby create 
the conditions for Russian support of Czechoslovakia. I have heard 

IS These are extracts made in the Foreign Ministry for the files of Pol. IV. 
IS Head of the Eastern European Division of the German Foreign Mini~try 

(Pol.V). 
"The a~signment of the province of Bessarabia to Rumania was recognized by 

the Allied Supreme Council in London on March 3, 1020, but the Soviet Govern· 
ment never renounced its claim on the province. · 

.. The statement of Litvinov, Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs, made to 
foreign press representatives in Moscow on March 17, 1938, suggesting that 
Governments, other than those of Germany, Italy, and Japan, should meet to 
discuss measures to resist aggression, and adding the assurance that Soviet 
Russia would respect her obligations toward Czechoslovakia if France carried out 
hers. (See document No. 92, p. 176.) · 

"'Sergei Alexandrovsky, Soviet Minister in Prague, 1934-89. 
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in the meantime that a report from Bucharest has been broadcast by 
the Italian radio to the effect that the Rumanians deny that they are 
negotia~ing with the Russians about right of transit. I have heard 
nothing more 'definite about this. In my opinion it has yet to be 
established whether the rumor is based on something concrete, or 
whether Litvinov only wished to provide himself with an alibi 
in order not tO be forced to support Czechoslovakia. In addi
tion, the obligation of the Soviet Union to render aid, contained in 
the Pact of Mutual Assistance, signature protocol, paragraph II, only 
applies if assistance is rendered to Czechoslovakia by France. Neither 
is the assistance defined in any way; it .is merely stated that the 
Czechoslovak Republic and the U.S.S.R. will render each other im
mediate assistance and support in the event of an unprovoked attack. 

·This explains why the Soviet press treats the Czechoslovak question 
with great reserve. .As a rule the Soviet press mentions only France's 
obligations to Czechoslovakia. On one occasion only has I zvestW.87 

intimated in a weekly review that Russia., too, would do her bit 
toward creating a "lasting cordon of collective defense;' against ag
gression. One can take this io mean whatever one likes. It has never 
yet been said that the Soviet Union will range herself with all her 
power behind Czechoslovakia. In view of the geographical position 
of Czechoslovakia and the other pecularities of this country, this 
attitude· of the Soviet Government is not to be wondered at. 

Forwarded to Herr Busse· with reference to the conversation of 
April 11, 1938. 

BERLIN, April 12, 1938. 

No.l28 
1613/386705--09 

The Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht, to the German 
· Foreign -..Vini&try 

SECRET SUPREllE HEADQUARTERS, THE WE1DWACHT, 

A. w. A. ' BERLIN, April14, 1938. 
Abw. No. 1132/4. 38 VII A (Pol. I 954 g (IV)) 

To the Foreign :Ministry, for Counselor of Legation Dr. Altenburg. 
Enelosed herewith is the memorandum of the conversation of April 

11, 1918, between the delegates of the ·Sudeten German Party and 
Hodza, the Czech Prime :Minister. 

Henlein's deputy, Karl Hermann }"'rank, comments upon details 
as follows: 

"'The official Soviet Government organ. 
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1) Abandonment of the May celebration 88 on May 1 is scarcely 
to be tolerated by the Party. It is exactly the ban on all demonstra
tions on April 10,89 observed at the request of the Reich, that makes 
it necessary to allow the Party members to give expression to their 
enthusiasm in disciplined fashion within lawful limits, as will be 
possible on May 1. In the event of abandonment of the May cele
brations the Sudeten Germans would lose faith in Henlein. 

2) Hodza keeps all foreign Legations in Prague currently in
formed of his negotiations with the Sudeten German Party, and 
maintains that so far these negotiations have been without success, 
because the Sudeten German Party were not in a position to present 
their demands in concrete terms. It is characteristic of his double
dealing that he nevertheless dissuaded the Sudeten German Party 
from making any concrete proposals. 

For the Chief of Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht: 
GROSCURTH 40 

[Enclosure] 

Memorandum on the Visit by Deputy Kundt and Senator Pfrogner 
to the Prime Minister, Hodza, in the Prime Minister's Office on 
Aprilll, 1938, Beginning at 4:45p.m. 

Hodza opened the conversation with appreciative words for the dis
ciplined behavior of the Sudeten German Party on the previous day. 
Deputy Kundt protested vehemently against the recent tightening 
up of censorship methods and produces the censored passages and 
pictures in support of his representations of Saturday the 9th of this 
month. He points out in particular that, on the other hand, the 
Montag of the emigre Tschuppik41 could, unrebuked, accuse the 
German Reich of swindling and fraud at the polls. He asserted that 
in the long run the disciplined Sudeten German people could' not 
understand, while the conversation with the Prime Minister was 
going on, how it was that the Government were not even able to 
bring an attorney [Staatsanwalt] to his senses. Moreover, our people 
read into the blank spaces of the newspapers a political program 
different from that actually contained in them. Thus appeasement 

• The Sudeten German Party celebrations to be held on :May Day. The ~le
bratlons, during which Henleln spoke and demanded equality between Czechs 
and Germans, were in fact held, and without any noteworthy incident See fur· 
ther, memorandum enclosed with this document. 

• The occasion of the Reich plebiscite on the question of the Anschluss with 
Austria (see footnote 84, p. 208). 

• Colonel Groscurth was apparently one of the adjutants to the Chief of Su
preme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht. 

• Walter Tschuppik, a Left-Wing journalist and former editor of a paper in 
Munich until his emigration to Prague. 
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cannot be produced nor preconditions established in accordance with • 
our attitude outlined on April 5.•a 

Hodza acknowledged the justice of the complaint, promised im
mediate and energetic measures, got mto touch with Dr. Derer, the 
Minister of Justice, at once by telephone and gave him appropriate 
instructions. He requested both Sudeten German representatives to 
supervise the observance of these measures in collaboration with him. 

Upon this, Deputy Kundt submitted the attached ... 
The Sudeten German representatives request information whether 

the press reports are correct which publish an order of the Civil 
Minister about his cancellation of the :May 1st demonstrations and 
indefinite postponement of the municipal elections.45 Hodza affirms 
that no such orders exist. The municipal elections will take place in 
June on one or on two consecutive Sundays. Hodza declared posi
t..ively: "I want to be rid of this affair by the holidays." 

As to :Uay 1st there are no decisions as yet, and he would not 
undertake anything without agreement with the Sudeten German 
Party, but it would give him great pleasure if the leaders of the 
Sudeten German Party could, for special definite reasons, agree to 
the postponement of the :Uay celebrations from 1\fay 1st to 8th. 
Kundt gave reasons for :Uay 1st; the Sudeten German representa
tives left the decision open to the Party leaders. 

HOdza requested a discussion about this matter with Cerny, the 
Minister for Home Affairs. · 

With reference to point 3 of the attached;'• Hodza said that he took 
cognizance of the contents but that he attached importance to the 
avoidance as far as possible of the expression "Autonomy" and of a 
too far-reaching crystallization of our demands for self-administra
tion. "I would not like you to pin me down with a claim which 
would perforce lead to a breaking-off of our conversations, because 
later you would not be in a position to withdraw any of this pub-
licized claim." , 

Hodza. took note of the fact that a declaration will be made in 
Karlsbad •s to the effect that the Sudeten German element had never 
renounced the right to self-determination, but that at Karlsbad self
determination (plebiscite) would not be demanded. Hodza noted 
further that at Karlsbad a profession of National Socialist ideology 
will_be made. After lengthy reflection Hodza said that from the 

.. See document No. 121, p. 224 . 

.. See Annex, p. 235. 
• See footnote 53, p. 88. 
• See footnote 64, p. 19S, and footnote 23. P:. 2'-li. 
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constitutional standpoint he did not raise any objection to this. 
He recommended, however, that: 

a) it should be stated at Karlsbad that the Czechoslovak consti-
tion guarantees freedom of opinion and . 

b) that this profession did not involve rejection of true democracy, 
and that there was room for National Socialist ideology. 

The Sudeten German Party representatives mentioned the pro
posed amnesty 47 while pointing out its inadequacy, especially with 
regard to administrative and disciplinary penalties. Hodza wishes 
Dr. Neuwirth 48 to get in touch as soon as possible with Cerny, the 
Minister for Home Affairs, to whom he had handed over this matter 
to be dealt with from the political aspect. If Dr. Neuwirth was not 
yet on the list of paragraph 6-defense counsel-the Prime Minister 
was guided in this by special reasons; he reserved to himself the 
choice of a suitable moment. 

The conversation was concluded by Hodza's saying: "I observe that 
so far nothing has been spoiled, and that, in political conversations, 
is already a great deal, in view of the political situation." 

End of the conversation, 6:30 p.m. 
PRAGUE, Aprilll, 1938. 

[Annex] 

1. 'Ve take note of the Premier's offer on the part of the Govern
ment to inform the Sudeten German Party of all their measures, and, 
if need be, to set up commissions in accordance with point 2 of our 
statement of our position of April 5th of this year,49 with a view to 
creating prerequisite conditions for possible subsequent negotiations 
for a fundamental solution of problems. 

2. In accordance with this our decision, negotiations on the solution 
of the problem itself cannot be considered as long as the appropriate 
preconditions for this have not been brought about. 

These include, first of all, measures-either of a direct nature or 
designed to alter existing legislation-which would prove that on the 
part of the Government as a whole, the coalition majority, and the 
State authorities, there really exist the will and power necessary to 
carry out a fundamental· change of system. Such measures must be 
taken in the shortest time possible, the Sudeten German Party sub-

•• The amnesty (cf. document No. 103, p. 186) proposed by the Czechoslovak 
Government was eventually signed by President Bene§ on April 16. It applied 
only to political prisoners (not to persons awaiting trial on charges of treason and 
espionage) and benefited about 1,235 Germans, 930 Czechs and Slovaks, 485 
Hungarians, 187 Ruthenlans, and 30 Poles . 

.. See footnote 73, p. 199. . 

.. See document No. 121, p. 224. 
197664--49-vol, II-21 
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mitting informative suggestions step by step on the particular groups 
of interdependent questions. This means first and foremost that 
from now on all legislation be omitted or suspended which could be 
considered a continuation of the previous system. 

3. The Sudeten German Party is not in a position to negotiate 
. about the concrete purport of Sudeten German Party leadership at 
the general meeting at Karlsbad. It can, however, be said with cer
tainty that there will be no going beyond the political framework 
of our position and that the Sudeten German Party will take into 
account the Prime Minister's efforts to change the mentality of the 
Czech people (the question of self-determination and German 
ideology). 

The Sudeten German Party, however, expect that on the part of 
the Government and also of their subordinate departmentS everything 
will be done immediately to enable the Sudeten German Party to 
participate, even in this informative capacity, in the creation of coh
ditions for negotiations on the solution of problems in general 

4. The representatives of the Sudeten German Party club are avail
able for this informative collaboration after the Easter holiday,50 

and reserve the right to enlist the services of experts now and then. 

No.l29 
1613/386711 

The Supreme Headquarters, the W ehrmacht, to the German 
· Foreign Ministry 

SECRET SUPREME HEADQUARTERS, THE WEBRMACHT, 

A. W. A. BERLIN, April 14, 1938. 
No. 1191/4 58 ADW. (VII A) (Pol. I 958 g (II)) 

To the Foreign Ministry, for Counselor of Legation Altenburg. 
From a not unimportant source (the British Minister in Prague51): 

The Sudeten German Party must specify its demands, otherwise 
Great Britain must assume that the allegation of the Czech Govern
ment is correct, namely, that the Sudeten German Party does not 
desire a solution, but that the situation will become increasingly 
critical until invasion is necessary. 

France will march if we resort to a solution by force. Great 
Britain has not decided in favor of this at the moment. If, however, 
no concrete suggestions for a solution are forthcoming, the trend 

• Easter Sunday in 1~ fell on April17. 
• Mr. Basil Newton, 1937-39. 
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existing particularly in young Conse~ative circles in favor of the 
French view will win. 
If further concessions are made to the Reich, jts accretion of 

·power will be so great that it will become the dangerous opp?nent 
of Great Britain. But if by this war becomes unavoidable, then the 
earlier the better. · 

For the Chief of Supreme Headquarters, the Wehmuwht: 
. GROSO'OR'l'H 

No.l30 
120/68100 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the G_erman 
Foreign M inist'f'!J 

Telegram 

No. 105 of .A.pril19 PRAGUE, April19, 1938-8 p.m. 
_Received April19, 1938-9:30 p.m. 

About fourteen people forced· way into ~arden of private residence 
of Hencke, Legation Counselor,· this forenoon, by forcing garden 
gate, and threw about twenty stones, some of them quite large, at the 
windows of the house. Twelve window panes smashed. Before that 
hyo members of Counselor's domestic · sta:tf . pelted with stones in 
garden outside house; no injuries. Oause of incident was that 
swastika flag was put up inside house and was partially visible from 
outside through gap in curtain. -

This undoubtedly organized attack was made after demand to . 
remove flag had been refused. Attackers were told by domestics as 
well as by Frau Hencke that this was an extraterritorial building. 

Chief of Protocol on behalf of Foreign Minister expressed to me· 
deep regret of Czechoslovak Government, and promised strict in· 
vestigation and punishment of perpetrators. So far eight workmen 
employed on a neighboring building have been arrested as _perpe• 
trators by the police, who have taken over responsibility for the 
safety of the house. 

Have informed Government that on Fuhrer's birthday tomorrow 
·numerous Reich-Germans would fly swastika flags and demanded 
provision of adequate protection. Government promised suitable 
measures. 

EISENLOHR 
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No.l31 
1650/392025-26 

.Interdepartmental Minute of the Foreign Ministry 

BERLIN, April 21, 1938. 
(zu Pol. V 2172 (II)) 

Drafting Officer: Counselor of Legation Busse. 
The matter62 has been discussed with Minister Fabricius. Accord

ing to him the question of right of transit for the Russians has pre
sumably not been discussed lately in Bucharest; in any case it has 
not become acute again recently. 

Just before Easter, however (presumably on April 16), Alexan-
. drovsky, the Soviet Minister in Prague, spent a day in Bucharest 52• 

and had a talk with Foreign Minister Oomnen. The subject of the 
conversation is not known. According to Herr Fabricius the Ru
manians in the meantime maintain their attitude of strict noncom
pliance with the Russians' requests. 

Returned to Pol. V herewith. 
BussE 

No.l32 
C34/000258-59 

Notes Made by the Fuhrer's Adjutant (Schmundt) on Observations 
Made b.y the Fuhrer on the Contemporary Strategic Situation 53 

(APRIL 1938 ~] 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE FiiHRER 

1) Mussolini regards his work as completed or not. 

a) If so,· Czechoslovakia in distant future. Close ·western 
frontier, then wait and see. "Return with the bag empty." 

b) If not, then "Imperium" Africa. Not possible without Ger
man aid. Czechoslovakia prerequisite. "Return with Czecho
slovakia in the bag." 

2) Mussolini, no daydreamer, fully able to estimate military pos
sibilities; therefore he will make the timing of his strokes coincide 
with this. 

u Evidently that referred to in document No: 126, p. 230. 
"" Cf: document No. 127, p. 231. 
11 This document comes from a file kept by Schmundt at Hitler's Headquarters 

and captured at Obersalzberg, near Berchtesgaden. This file forms document 
388-PS in the evidence produced at the Nuremberg trials. This document is the 
first in the file, and No. 133 is the second. 
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3) Czech question only to be solved in face of Fr[ance] and 
Br[itain] if closely allied with Italy. Fr[ance] and Br[itain] will 
not intervene (only in this way overcome the 4 weeks' regrouping). 
Subtract white divisions: Africa, Fr[anco]-It[alian] frontier. 

4) Common destiny. · (Example of 1805 and 1806.) · 
5) State of armaments: Comparisons relative but in our favor. 

a) Prodution of minerals: Fr[ance] 600,000 tons 
Germany 2,000,000 tons 

b) Britain rearming for three-fourths of a year. Launchings 
not for 2 years. 

c) Most obsolete equipment of air force. 

6) No General Staff talks by individual branches of the armed 
forces. :Must withdraw permission to Army. Only by Supreme 
Command. Concealment of actual intentions important. 

7) Tempo of rearmament too slow: artillery not only for units 
to be formed but in reserve for replacement. Fortifications. Range 
of artillery. 

8) Objection to exchange of officers. 
SCHM[UNDT] 

No. 133 
C34/000260-61 

J/emorandum on Operation "Green" 114 lnitiakd by the Fuhrer's 
Adjutant ( Sahmundt) 

TOP SECRET, MILITARY BERLIN, April 22, 1938. 
Plan for Operation "Green" [Fall Gritn]. 
Summary of FUhrer-General Keitel conversation on April 21. 

A. POLITICAL 

( 1) Idea of strategic attack out of the blue without cause or 
possibility of justification is rejected. Reason: hostile. world opinion 
which might lead to _serious situation. Such measures only justified 
for elimination of last enemy on the Continent. 

(2) Action after a period of diplomatic discussions which gradu-
ally lead to a crisis and to war. ! ' 

(3) Lightning action based on an incident (for example the 
murder of the German Minister in the course of an anti-German 
demonstration) • 

.. Operation "Green" (FaZZ Griln) was the German code name for the plan of 
attack on Czechoslovakia. The word "Griln" is similarly used In the dO('uments 
merely as the code name for Czechoslovakia. See footnote 56, p. 240. 
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B •. MJi.rrABY CoNCLUSIONS 

(1) Preparations to he made for politica.l contingencies 2 and 3. 
Contingency- 2 is undesirable beca.use "Green" security measures will 
have been taken. · 

(2) The loss of time thr~ugh transport by rail of the bulk of the 
divisions-which is unavoidable and must be reduced to a minimum
must not be allowed to divert from lightning attack at the time of 
action. · 

( 3) "Partial thrusts'' toward breaching the defense line at numer· 
ous points and in operationally advantageous directions are to be 
undertaken at OJ:ice. · 

These thrusts are to be prepared down to the smallest detail 
(knowledge of the routes, the objectives, composition of the columns 
according to tasks allotted them). 

-Simultaneous attack by land and air forces. 
The Luftwaffe is to support the individual columns (for instance, 

dive bombers, sealing off fortification works at the points of penetra
tion; hindering the movement of reserves; destruction of signal com
munications. and thus isolating the garrisons). 

( 4) The first 4 days of military action are, politically speaking, 
. decisiV:e. · In the absence of outstanding military successes-, a Euro
. pean crisis is certain ·to arise. F ait!l accomplis must convince foreign 

powers of the hopelessness of military intervention; call in allies to 
the scene (sharing the booty ! ) ; demoralize "Green." 

Hence, bridging the period between first penetration of enemy's 
lines and throwing into action the advancing troops by the deter
_mi:Iied ruthless advance of a motorized army (for instance through 
Pi past Pr).1111 

(5) If possible, separation of the transport movement "Red" 
[''Rot"] 58 from "Gree:ri.'J ·A simultaneous deployment of "Red" 
might · cause "Red" to adopt undesirable measures. On the other 
hand operation "Red" ~ust at all times be ready to come into action. 

c. PROPAGANDA 

(1) Leaflets for the conduct of the Germans in "Green" territory 
[ Gmnlaru:l]. 

(2) Leaflets with. threats to intimidate the "Greens.'~ 
SCHM~UNDT] 

Written by hand of officer 

11 Presumably meaning "through Pilsen and by-passing Prague." 
11 Operation "Red" (Fall Rot) was the German code name for the military 

plan on the western frontier against France in the event of her mobilizing 
- against the Reich in defense of Czechoslovakia. Similarly the word "Rot" is 

used in the documents merely as the code name for France. 
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No.l34 
1613/386718 

Th6 German Minuter in Czechoslovakia ( Ei8enlohr) to th6 German 
Foreign M ini8try 

URGENT 

No. 109 of April 23 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, April 23, 1938-3 p.m. 
Received April 23; 1938-4:~0 p.m. 

· (Pol. I 991 g) 
(Pol. IV 2778) 

Kundt, Sebekovsky, and perhaps Killner, are speaking at Karls
had today at a meeting of the Sudeten Germa:Q Party ,67 and tomor
row, Konrad Henlein. Henlein's speech is fundamental, clear, and 
moderate. Reporting of excerpts by German radio will have decisive 
efl'ect on Sudeten German people. I request therefore that the re
porting he as detailed as possible, both the conciliatory passages of 
today as well as those psychologically important for Sudeten German 
morale. Among the latter is the demand that Czechs must choose 
between giving up the idea of a National State and having a Czech 
National State without Germans, and therefore the demand for fun
damental reconstruction of the State. Furthermore, emphasis is 
requested on statement that Germans do not intend to play the part · 
of humble serfs, and, finally, a demand for the right to proclaim 
unhindered German, i.e., National Socialist, ideas. 

EISENLOHR 

[Longhand note initialed by Altenburg, April 25 :] The necessary· 
~>teps have been taken by N.P.GS 

"'This was the big Congress of the Sudeten German Party at Karlsbad (Kar
lovy Vary) which took place April 23-24. · 

.. The Information and Press Department of the Foreign Ministry. 
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No.l35 
120i68468 

Memorandum of the Eight Demands Made by Konrad Henlein at 
the Sudeten German Party Congress at Karl8bad 

THE EIGHT DEMANDS OF KONRAD HENLEIN ANNOUNCED AT KARLSBAD, 

APRIL 24, 1938 59 

1. Restoration of complete equality of German national group 
with the Czech people; 

2. Recognition of the Sudeten German national group as a legal 
entity for the safeguarding of this position of equality within 
the State; 

3. Confirmation and recognition of t~e Sudeten German settlement 
area; 

4. Building up of Sudeten German self-government in the Sudeten 
German settlement area in all branches of public life insofar 
as questions affecting the interests and affairs of the GerJ!lan 
national group are involved; 

5. Introduction of legal provisions for the protection of those 
Sudeten German citizens living outside the defined settlement 
area of their national group; 

6. Removal of wrong done to Sudeten German element since the 
year 1918, and compensation for damage suffered through this 
wrong; 

'1. Recognition and enforcement of the principle: German public 
servants in the German area; 

8. Complete freedom to profess adherence to the German element 
and German ideology. 

[Longhand note at foot of document initialed by "\Veizslicker on 
July 20:] 

Registry: Please procure also our copies of these eight points and 
copy of yesterday's telegraphic instructions, as I require them now 
for visits of diplomats. 

[Very faint longhand note in margin opposite point 1 :] 
Nat[ional] State, not Nationalities [!] State. Czechs want to 

lead [ ¥] 

• These eight demands were made in the important speech which Henlein made 
on April 24 at the Sudeten German Party Congress at Karlsbad held on April 
23-24., In the speech he stated the Sudeten German Party's attitude to the 
Czechoslovak Government's proposals for a settlement of the minority question 
(the Minority Statute, etc.), and propounded his eight points as the basis of this 
and "the way for a peaceful development." 
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L Opposite point 4- :] Landtage with provincial autonomy. 
[@]-social rights and-election of national legislative assemblies 

[Kurien]. 
[Opposite point 5 :] Inadequate ns previously. 

No. 136 
F2/0286-88 

The German Foreign Mini#ry to Heads of German Mission~ Abroad 

TOP SECRET BERLIN, April 25 [, 1938]. 
(Pol. I 260 g. R~.) 

To all Missions and Consular Posts abroad. 
In coi1tinuation of instruction of April 2, 1937 (Pol. I 1686ja7, 

Top Secret).60 

Now that work in the sphere of preparations for. mobilization at 
home has made further progress in the armed forces and all civil 
administrative departments, including the Foreign Ministry, it is 
necessary that now the authorities abroad also should immediately 
set about taking corresponding measures in their administrative 
areas to bring them into line with those obtaining at home. The 
incidence of a period of tension· or of mobilization confronts the 
authorities abroad with great and difficult tasks in the most diverse 
spheres, the nature and extent of which will be very different owing 
to local and political conditions. To mention among others: rein
forcement of staff, employment of Reich-Germans for special duties 
(ciphering and special wireless work, propaganda, etc.), safeguard
ing of archives and destruction of secret documents, securing of 
necessary funds, maintenance of the information service, repatriation 
of men of military age, protection of German persons and property, 
cooperation in the planning of war economy already under develop
ment, which perforce must include economic possibilities in foreign 
countries. 

The specific spheres of activity will be .indicated in further in
structions from the various departments of the Foreign Ministry. 
The work to be done by the authorities abroad is to be begun at once. 
The carrying out of all preparatory measures for mobilization, which 
naturally are to be treated as "top secret," is under the personal 
supervision and responsibility of the Head of the Mission. In peace
time they are to be performed by the existing staff. 

I request Heads of Missions-in the absence of more precise in
structions-to study at once the measures appropriate to their spheres . 

• Not printed. 
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of activity in the event of emergency, and to make relevant sugges4 

tions immediately. In the interests of absolute secrecy greatest care 
must be taken that the number of the initiated be restricted to the 
minimum. If n~ary, the reports are to be written by the Head 
of Mission personally. 

I request that acknowledgment of this order, which is to be kept 
by the Head of the Mission sealed and under lock and key, be made 
in writing and only with the words: "I have received instructions 
of April25, Pol. I 260/38, Top Secret." 

No.l37 
1613/386117 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in Buchareat 

SECBET BERLIN, April 25, 1938. 
Rough. dra# (R. 1 b) Kf. (e. o. Pol. I 990 g) 

According· to a confidential report from Prague, said to be based 
on information from circles very close to Premier Hodza, Soviet 
Russian-Rumanian negotiations are alleged to have begun in Bucha
rest on April 8 with Anglo-French collaboration, which relate to 
the granting of right of transit to Soviet troops through Rumanian 
territory on the way to Czechoslovakia. 

The Legation is requested to report whether, and to what extent, 
this information is correct. 

B[ussE], April 25. 
[Longhand notes initialed by Busse, May 4:] 
Pol. V suggests that Moscow be informed also because the first 

reports of such negotiations came frQl:n there. 
2) Minute: Based on counterespionage [Abwehr] BN/4.38 11-nd 

21.4.38. Secret I East S. 
a) Minute: This will now no longer be necessary as Moscow Em

bassy is informed through . Pol. I 1046 g. Should occasion arise 
. Moscow can be informed si~ultaneously with the reply to this. Pol. 
104~ g. 
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No.l38 
120/68102 

The German Min:i8te1' in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
F 01'eign . Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 115 of April 26 PRAGUE, April26, 1938-3:30 p.m. 
Received April 26, 1938--5 :20 p.m. 

}Ienle,in's Karlsbad speech 63 provides main theme for entire- press. 
Czech press evinces disapproval with exception of Agrarian Venko-v 
and National Democratic Na1'odni Listy; the bitterest are the organs 
of the National Socialists. 6' Rupture of negotiations with Sudeten 
German Party is, however, nowhere demanded ••• (group garbled)._ 
Ministerial Council for press affairs points ou~ that negotiations 
should only be continued in the calmer atmosphere after the munici
pal elections, but that even during the election period contact for 
informative purposes could be maintained between the Sudeten Ger-
man Party and the competent Government departments. . · 

Main objections throughout to Henlein's demands for change of 
foreign policy, for recognition of national group as a corporate body 
having legal status within the State, which is considered irrecon
cilable with Constitution, and for freedom for National Socialist 
ideology, the latter, however, only insofar as totalitarian and dicta
torial aims are to be inferred from this ideology. · 

In general, it can be said that Henlein has succeeded in keeping the 
road for negotiation open without disappointing his followers. The · 
tone of the German radio and press will probably remain the decid:. 
ing factor for the latter. The situation is, however, not an impasse 
and the further development resulting from the clarity now estab
lished among the Czechs, as well as among the Sudeten Germans, 
as to the aims of the Sudeten German Party, can be judged rather 
more hopefully than heretofore in spite of momentary unrest in the 
Czech camp. Krofta, it is true, spoke in irritated and disappointed 
tones yesterday. 

EISENLOHR 

• See footnote 59, p. 242, .. 
.. I.e., the Czechoslovak National Socialists, or Bene!!' Party; see footnote 34, 

p.188. 
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No.l39 
289/183084-811 

The German Onarge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign 11/ iniatry 

URGENT 

SECRET 

No. 224 of April 29 

Telegram 

LoNDON, April 29, 1938-10:38 p.m. 
Received April30, 1938-1:40 a.m. 

Lord Halifax asked me to come to him today, a few minutes after 
termination of the discussions with the French,61 in order to inform 
me, in markedly cordial and friendly manner, of substance of the 

· conversations. 
He attached value to assuring the Reich Foreign Minister that he 

remembered with peculiar satisfaction his close collaboration with 
him, and that he cherished the wish to continue in the future this 
cooperation which had been so fruitful. It was, therefore, especially 
necessary for him to inform Herr von Ribbentrop, immediately the 
negotiations with the French were concluded, that no fresh military 
commitments or obligations68 (no further commitments or obliga
tions) had been entered into by Great .Britain during these negotia
tions. The press had concocted much nonsense this morning about 
the alleged tenor of the military agreement, and he was anxious to 
prevent misunderstanding arising from this irresponsible scribbling. 
The Reich Government were informed by the British Government 
in the spring of 1936 of the Franco-British General Staft' conversa
tions.69 Since that time nothing had occurred which in any way 
overstepped the framework of the arrangements then made. 

In reply to my inquiry regarding the further gist of the negotia
tions with the French, Lord Halifax said they had made a tour 
d'horizon and discussed the Italian, Spanish, and Czechoslovak ques
tions. He believed that he had succeeded in particular in achieving 
results on the Czechoslovak question which would be useful for a 
peaceful solution of the problem. At the moment he was not in a 

"'The French Prime Minister and Foreign Minister (MM. Daladier and 
Bonnet) visited London ()n April 27-28 for conversations with Mr. Chamberlain 
and the Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax, on joint policy toward the situation IE 
Europe. They agreed to continue the General Staff talks under the arrangement 
of March 19, 1936, which provided for such (see footnote 69), and to proceed on 
immediate joint purchases of armaments and raw materials. 

• The actual English phrase used by Lord Halifax "no further commitments 
or obligations" is given in parentheses in the original here. 

• This was the exchange of notes between Britain and France by which joint 
staff conversations were arranged in connection with the Locarno Agreements 
and in consequence of the recent German breach of them by her reoccupation of 
the Rhineland. 
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position to give me particulars, but would immediately inform the 
Reich Foreign Minister in detail through Sir Nevile Henderson. 

Lord Halifax then spoke, with obvious emotion, of the necessity 
for preserving peace.· Doubtless the best thing would be if the three 
kindred nations, Germany, Britain, and the United States~ could 
unite in joint work for peace. There were many things in which 
the British did not understand the Germans, and also some things in 
which the Germans did not realize the British point of view. To this 
latter category belonged the British view that an understanding with 
Germany must of necessity include France. France and Great 
Britain looked back together on a long period of joint effort, al
though the French point of view was not always the British one. 
Anglo-French cooperation was, however, in no way a hindrance to 
good terms with Germany. l answered him that German-lta.lian 
cooperation was intended in the same sense and that Italy could 
count upon us in the same way. But this did not need to prejudice 
the desired collaboration for peace. Lord Halifax agreed heartily. 
European peace was valuable in itself and was worth the utmost 
endeavors of those who could preserve it. Germany and Britain to 
a certain degree were the protagonists whose task it was to encourage 
the others. 
· Lord Halifax then asked me if I knew Daladier70 personally, to 
which I had to reply in the negative. He himself had only become 
acquainted with Daladier and Bonnet for the first time yesterday 
and had been agreeably touched by the frankness and candor with 
which Daladier had put forward his views. He took him to be a 
man of no subterfuges, a partner with whom a serious talk was 
worth while. 

He then indicated the many chairs arranged round about and said 
jokingly that he still had before him the not very pleasant task of 
making statements to the press. Tomorrow morning ·a communique 
would be issued, which would have the advantage over other com
muniques of being in detail and true. 

Halifax received Ambassador Grandi immediately afterward. 
KoRDT 

. . 
"'The government of .l\1. Daladier, with 1\f. Bonnet as Foreign Minister, came 

into office on AprlllO, 1938, ln succession to that of l\'1. Blum. 
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No.l40 
1234/33655Hli 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britai!' (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Mini&try 

Telegram 

No. 227 of .April30 LoNDON, .April30, 1938. 
Received May 1, 1938--5 p.m. 

(Pol. I 1264) 
Crolla, Counselor to the Italian Embassy, fully informed me today 

on the course of the conversation which Grandi, the Ambassador, had· 
with Lord Halifax after my visit yesterday."~• During this conver
sation Lord Halifax told the .Ambassador approximately the same 
as he told me, paying, however, more attention to the questions which 
were of special interest to the Italians, as, particularly, the pending 
questions regarding nonintervention in Spain. Lord Halifax made 
to the Italian .Ambassador the same ·statement about. the General 
.Sta:ff conversations74 as to me, but in giving the assurance that these 
conversations had not gone beyond the limits made known to us, he 
used the words "no further political obligations and military com
mitment.<;."711 I remember distinctly that to me Lord Halifax spoke 
oi "no further obligations and commitments,"75 words which I also 
repeated to him. The statement made to the Italian Ambassador is 
more logical, for it defines in detail exactly what is to be understood 
by "obligations"'lli and especially by "commitments."'lli I have no 
doubt that both terms are intended to express the same thing. 

With reference to the Czechoslovak question, Lord Halifax told 
the .Ambassador, Grandi, that Britain had not entered into any com
mitments in favor of Czechoslovakia; here Chamberlain's declaration 
of March 24 '18 of this year still held good. It was true that Britain 
would be placed in an "extremely difficult position" 75 if Germany 
were perhaps to try to solve the Sudeten German question by force. 
The Embassy Counselor, Crolla, explained this statement to me as 
meaning that Britain would hardly look on unmoved if France were 
to get involved in a. war. with us on the western frontier; Signor 
Crolla. himself thought. that with a little patience the Sudeten Ger
man question would solve itself in the way the Germans had in mind. 

At the close of the conversation the Counselor pointed out. particu
larly that the Soviet Russian Ambassador had not been officially in-

11 See docume~t No. 139, supra. 
•• See footnote 67. p. 246. 
n The phrase is quoted thus in English in the original. 
"House of Commons speech; cf. document No. 104, p. 192. 
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formed by the British Government as to tha result of the conversa
tions with the French.n In this connectiot. he received with great 
interest my information from a French source that the British had 
suggested to the French that they should withdraw from the Franco-
Soviet Russian Pact. · 

I informed Signor Crolla on broad lines of the trend of my con
versation with Lord Halifax, without, however, mentioning Lord 

·Halifax's remark about the desirability of German-British-American 
cooperation. Signor Crolla, visibly pleased, thanked me .for the in
formation that, on mention being made of Anglo· French cooperation, 
I had emphasized German-Italian cooperation in the same sense. 

TH. KoiiDT 

No.l41 
1613/386723 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fabriciw) to the Gerrru.. • ., 

No. 92 of April 30 

Foreign M ini8try · 

Telegram 

BucHAREsT, April 30, 1938-7 p.m. 
Received April 30, 1938-9:30 ·p.m. 

(PoL I i046 g) 
(Pol. I 990 g) 

Comnen, the Foreign Minister, declared regarding report of Soviet 
squadrons flying over Rumanian territory that, in consequence of 
similar inquiry by Polish Minister, he had confirmed through mili
tary authorities that seven unarmed bombers, purchased in Russia by 
Czechoslovakia,78 had, wit.h permission of the Rumanian General 
Staff, been flown to Czechoslovakia with an intermediate landing 
in Rumania. Reports going beyond this are incorrect. · 

To my question whether, as it transpires, Soviet Russian-Rumanian 
negotiations on Russian right of transit were conducted in Bucharest 
in April ( cf. report Pol. I M 990 g) ,19 Comnen gave his. word of honor 
that such negotiations had not taken place. Written report follows. 

FABRICIUS 

" See footnote 67, p. 246. 
"The Czechoslovak Government had obtained a license for constructing In 

Czechoslovakia the S.B.1 aircraft, a Soviet medium bomber of new design, and 
purchased about 20 of these as models for Czechoslovak engineers. These 20 
were fiown to Czechoslovakia, and later 16 more were ordered and delivered in 
the same way. 

"'Document No. 137, p. 244. 
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No.l42 
1613/386H2-U 

Tn.e German :lllinister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

SECRET 

Nr. 13~8/38 
IA13 

BucHAREsT, April 30, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1166 g (IV)) 

.For Herr Busse, Counselor of Legation, or his deputy. 
In continuation of No. 92 of April 30, 1938 (Pol. I 1046 g) 81 

Subjel'f: Right of transit through Rumanian territory for Soviet 
Russian troops. 

To begin with I had the opportunity of asking Comnen, the For
eign :Minister, whether the current reports.were correct according to 
which Soviet Russian negotiations had begun on April 8 in Bucharest 
with Anglo-French cooperation, relating to the granting of right of 
transit for Soviet Russian troops through Rumanian territory into 
Czechoslovakia. I mentioned here that just about this time Alex
androvsky, Soviet :Minister in Prague, had been here and, as .I 
remembered, had spoken with him on April 13. 

1\t Comnen in reply gave me his word of honor that such nego
tiations had not taken place. He could assure me of this in the most 
definite terms. To my comment that the military authorities often 
gave their approval or carried on negotiations of which the civil 
authorities knew nothing, in which I referred to the previously con
firmed incident of the flying-over of aircraft from Soviet Russia to 
Czechoslovakia, 1\f. Comnen stressed that the flight over from Soviet 
Russia of unarmed aircraft purchased by Czechoslovakia 82 was not 
a-matter that would have required the assent of the Foreign 1\Iin
istry, because the transport of aircraft in this way was in accord 
with international usage, which I admitted. He must, however, be 
informed of negotiations of the nature mentioned and he could once 
more give me his word of honor that they had not taken place. 

1\f. Comnen continued:· I will tell you frankly the object of the 
visit paid me by the Soviet Minister in Prague. He came here to 
tell us that the present appointment to the Soviet Legation in Bucha
rest~ was not agreeable to the 1\foscow Foreign 1\Iinistry either. They 

11 Document No. 141, supra. 
n See footnote 78, p. 249. 
u Ostrovsky, who had been Soviet l\Iinister in Bucharest Rince December 1934. 

when diplomatic relations between the two countries \Wl'e restored. He incurred 
the displeasure of his Government and was recalled on January 11, 1938, the 
Legation being in the hands of a Charg.S. d'Affaires thereafter. 
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were looking for a :Minister but could not find one so easily, to which 
:M. Comnen commented: because no one would take the risk of having 
his head cut off afterward, and Russia did not want to send out a 
second Boutenko.8* 

1\I. Alexandrovsky, however, had begged that Rumania 'should 
not take any counteraction which would disturb mutual relations; he 
had requested that a Rumania11 :Minister be sent as soon as possible.85 

1\I. Comnen had replied that the 1\Iinister already appointed, Radu 
Crutescu, had fallen ill and could not go; he .would remain in Prague. 
The King, on the other hand, would accredit Dianu, the 1\Iinister at 
present en po8te in Chile, to the 1\Ioscow post and would apply for 
the agrement. It seems to me from this account that relations be
tween Rumania and Soviet Russia have not yet improved in any 
way. Otherwise Rumania would have shown more haste about send-
ing a Minister to :Moscow. · · . 

The present atmosphere between Rumania and Soviet Russia. seems 
to me in fact hardly suitable for negotiations on the right of transit 
for Soviet troops. I met the same view while discussing the situation 
with my Italian and Polish colleagues. I will continue my investiga
tions, nevertheless, and will take the opportunity of making a further 
report should these give rise to positive results. 

Regarding the question of the flying-over of aircraft, allegedly 
Soviet Russian, the Polish Minister informs me further that he re
ported seven to the Foreign 1\Iinister because only that number had 
been observed in Poland. He did not exclude the possibility that 
there may have been a much larger number which had perhaps flown 
over Rumanian territory further sou~h. 

I am continuing my inquiries in this direction, too, for it does not 
seem very probable to me that Czechoslovakia would buy only seven 
aircraft of one type if she has already decided that she must supply 
her wants from Soviet Russia. 

FABRICIUS 

.. Soviet Charge d'Affaires in Bucharest from December 1937 to February 8, 
1938, when he was reported missing and variously rumored to have been murdered 
or kidnaped by Right-Wing organizations, or to have tied. The Rumanian 
Government informed the Soviet Government on February 17, 1938, that it had 
received a letter from Boutenko stating that he had left Rumania voluntarily, 
which information the Soviet Foreign Minister refused to believe. On February 27 
an emissary of the Rumanian Government went to Rome and identified Boutenko 
there. · 

" M. Ciuntu was formerly Rumanian Minister in Moscow. Nicolae Dlanu was 
ultimately appointed and took up his post on Jun~ 24, 1038. 

~97664-49-vol. II-22 
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No.l43 
66~251271So71 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign M iniJJtry 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A 1996 

Subject: Anglo-French conversations. 86 

LoNDON' April 30, 1938. 
(Pol. II 1307) 

A confidential agent of the EmbasSy. had an opportunity of speak
ing to Daladier for a few minutes shortly after his arrival. A memo
randum drawn up on the conversation is attached. It is worthy of 
note that, according to it, Daladier apparently cherished the wish 
from the outset that the British should exert pressure on Czechoslo
vakia. Daladier considers for this purpose pressure exerted from 
London to ·be more effective than pressure exerted from Paris be
cause, unlike France, Britain is not already bound by treaty to render 
assistance in the event of an attack on Czechoslovakia, and is there-
fore more independent. _ 

I have confirmation. of the above from another quarter as well. 
Tu. KoRDT 

[Epclosure] 

M emorandwm Dated April ~8, 193881 

I saw Daladier last evening shortly,after his arrival, in company 
. with four or five other newspaper correspondents. He treated us all 
to just a few generalities, for instance, expressing his hope that Great 
Britain would agree to the widest and closest possible measure of 
collaboration with France in every domain, and then dismissed us, 
beckoning, ho:wever, to me to remain behind. When we were alone 
he simply said that he regretted to be unable to have with me the 
full talk he would have wished, but that [I] must realize that he had 
hardly a minute to spare. Then abruptly, in his characteristic man
ner, he put to me the question, "Well, are you going to put pressure. 
on Prague¥ Are you going to give the Czechs pressing councils 
[counsels] of wisdom¥" I replied that I thought we had already 
done so to a considerable extent, but that, of course, we were rather 
chacy of going too far in so delicate a matter which we might regard 
as lying rather within France's province, as Czechoslovakia's ally. 
"There you are wrong," he exclaimed, "for we are bound, bound in 

11 See footnote 67, p. 246. 
n This memorandum is in English in the original. 
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honor to Czechoslovakia by treaty. France has her hands tied. But 
you are free. I hope you realize how urgent and acute i!'$ the situ· . 
ation. Why, only the other day Osusky almost made a scene in ask· 
ing whether or not France. intended · to honor her obligation to 
Cz!'~choslovakia. Do you believe that Henlein would really have 
spoken as he did 88 without Berlin's approval~ I don't. The Germans 
themselves want the Czechoslovak question settled now-summer; 
And we must assume that they mean it. It may be an issue of peace 
or war, to be decided in a few months' time. You must act. Ger
many is in a dangerous mood. She is terribly strong, and, what is 
perhaps more dangerous still, she may be tempted to think that her 
strength is even greater than it is in relation to others. The British 
Government must act in Berlin, and in }>rague..; possibly in Prague 
even more than in Berlin. I believe that some of your Ministers 
would suggest that Mussolini also use all the influence he possesses 
with Berlin to moderate the German demands. No doubt he would 
like to do so, and be willing to do so. But frankly I doubt whether 
today he possesses much influence with Hitler. What happened about · 
Austria convinced me that he had overrated it. For after all what 
he got was a. kick in the backside,-a pretty rough one, too I . . . 
And now you must excuse me;, go and see our friend; I have told him . 
to speak to you quite. openly, as usual. But, mark my words, the 
peace of Europe probably ~epends at this moment on the Czechoslo
vak issue and on. what your Government, and especially Mr. Cham· 
berlain, will do iD. that direction." And I took my leave. 

No.l44 
120/68109-10 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeclc) to the Germa.n 
Foreign Ministry 

i'elegralX! 

No. 229 of May 1 PARIS, May 1, 1938. 
Received May 1, 1938-4:10 p.m. 

When, soon after my return yesterday evening, I called on the 
Foreign Minister in order to return his initial visit, Bonnet received 
me with the words that he would otherwise have asked me, and also 
the Italian Charge d'Affaires, to call upon him so that he might de· 
clare on behalf of his Government that the closer military cooperation 
between France and Britain discussed in London se was directed 
against no third power, and thus also not against Germany;but only 

• Presumably at Karlsbad ; see footnote 59, p .. 242. 
• See footnote 67, p. 246. 
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followed as a sequence to former agreements.90 I could not help 
receiving this declaration with an ironic smile, but otherwise observed 
an attitude of cool attention. 

Bonnet, who, as avowed agent of authoritative economic circles 
[massgebende Wirtschaftskreise] here, represents the conservative 
elements in Radical Socialist Party, spoke first of all of his sympathy 
for German culture and the German way of life, and then even went 
so far as to express admiration for the rise and achievements of the 
new Germany which, after the incorporation of Austria, had so splen· 
did and varied a reconstruction program before it. Although this in
corporation had come inopportunely for all powers preoccupied with 
the_ maintenance of the status quo, people in France had nonetheless 
accepted the change. The position was different, however, with re· 
gard to any violent action against Czechoslovakia, which would 
render the treaty of alliance o~rative. He begged us most earnestly 
not to compel France, who always honored her obligations as an ally, 
to take up arms, by reason of an act of violence in favor of the 
Sudeten Germans. Both France and, as he could assure me, Britain 
too, placed themselves most readily at our disposal as mediators, and 
would exert their utmost influence to induce the Prague Government 
to adopt an accommodating attitude up to the extreme bounds of 
possibility; for he considered any arrangement better than world 
war, in the event of which all ~urope would perish, and both victor 
and vanquished would fall victims to world Communism. People in 
France and Britain were convinced that the Sudeten German prob
lem must be solved, and saw in this very crisis an opportunity of 
reaching an understanding with Germany which would finally assure 
the peace of Europe. It was already hoped that conversations would 
be opened with us on this matter in the immediate future. 

I replied to the Foreign :Minister that we did not doubt the good 
will of France and Britain to settle this burning problem by peaceful 
means, but we could not, after all our experiences so far, place any 
special confidence in the promises of the Prague Government. 

It is understood from the Foreign :Ministry here, moreover, that. 
Bonnet has given the Czechoslovak :Minister here the same assurances 
in regard to the Treaty of Alliance91 as did his predecessor, Paul· 
Boncour. · 

WELCZECK 

• See footnote 69, p. 246. 
a See document No. 2, p. 10. 
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No.l45 
120/68111-12 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 231 of May 3 LoNDoN, May 3, 1938. 
Received May 4, 1938-11:15 a.m. 

I paid my inaugural visit92 to Lord Halifax today. 
1) Halifax very soon brought the conversation round to the 

Czechoslovak problem; he fully recognized that, for national reasons, 
Germany was primarily interested in the Czechoslovak question. 
But other countries, especially Britain, were also interested, on the 
basis of maintaining world peace. Britain wished to make her con
tribution to guide the difficult Czechoslovak problem toward a just 
solution. He therefore intended making an appropriate demarche 

. in Prague which should aim at inducing Benes to show the utmost 
measure of accommodation to the Sudeten Germans. It was further 
under consideration to instruct Ambassador Henderson to ascertain 
Berlin's views on the settlement of the question. . 

I replied that the maintenance of peace was undoubtedly of the 
greatest interest to all nations, and all efforts toward its maintenance 
were desirable. Nevertheless, the German Government regarded the 
Sudeten German question as one which should be settled by the 
Sudeten Germans in negotiations with the Czechoslovak Government. 
We did not desire to take part in these negotiations, and we must 
refuse a guarantee of their outcome. Our demand was that the 
Sudeten Germans should receive full equality of rights. Their con
tinued oppression, or indeed any forcible action by the Czechoslovak 
authorities against them, would create a very grave situation for us. 

Halifax replied that the concept of equality of rights still needed 
settlement on a juridical basis; he had thought that the Reich Gov· 
ernment could perhaps make a contribution to the solution of the 
question by formulating in writing their desires in this respect. 

I repeated that we did not wish to embark on details, but only 
aspired to full equality of rights as the outcome. I could :well 
imagine that the Reich Government might be able to enter into 
friendly conversations on the problem, but they would on the other 
hand reject representations aimed at acceptance of a definite program. 

I have the impression that a definite decision has not yet been 
taken with regard to the modus procedendi. 

112 Herbert von Dirksen took up his duties as Ambassador in London in succession 
to Ribbentrop on May 8, 1938. See footnote 21, p. 152. 
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2) I indicated to Lord Halifax that the statement that no "further 
obligations and commitments"91 had been undertaken by Britain in 
the negotiatio~s with the French Ministers84 had been well received 
in Berlin. I personally, during my journey to London, had had the 
opportunity of confirming that western European public opinion had 
in a very decisive manner placed the military part of the negotiations 
in the foreground. _ _ 

Lord Halifax replied that he had to admit the truth of this im
pression; that, too, had been the reason why he had immediately 
acquainted the Charge d' A:ffaires with the position. 

The conversation witb Lord Halifax was of a decidedly friendly 
character. · 

l>:mxsEN 

No.l46 
1613/386741 

The Gennan Minister in Rumania (Ftibricim) to the Gennan 
Foreign Ministry. 

SECRET 

No. 1452/38. I A 18- (Pol. I 1166 g) 
BucHAREsT, May 5, 1938. 

(Pol. I 1165 g (IV)) 
For Herr Busse, Counselor of 1£gation, or his deputy. 
In continuation of report of April 30, No. 1328/38.85 

Subject: Soviet Russian aircraft for Czechoslovakia. 
M. Krofta, the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister, to whom I spoke 

about the purchase of Soviet Russian aircraft by Czechoslovakia 88 

at the meeting of the council of the Little Entente at Sinaia,97 told 
me that Czechoslovakia has bought 20 Russian bombers which would 
be brought by air in small groups from Soviet Russia via Rumania'. 
Some 7 or 9 had already arrived; the remainder would follow in the 
next few days. 

Czechoslovakia mtended, moreover, to order still more such aircraft 
in Russia which were a type not constructed in Czechoslovakia. The 
number, 300, which had been reported, was not correct; neither were 
the aircraft destined for Red Spain, but for Czechoslovakia herself. 

FABRICIUS 

[S~mped":] The Fiihrer informed. 

"'This phrase is given thus in English in the original . 
. .. See footnote 67, p. 246. 
.. Document No. 142, p. 250. 
• See footnote 78, p. 249. 
"'The Conference was held on May 4 and 5; the delegates were the Prime Min

-- ister of Yugoslavia and the Foreign Ministers of Rumania and Czechoslovakia. 
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No.l47 
664/257287-90 

The G:erman Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 
· G~n Foreign Mini8try 

A 1996 II LoNDON, May 6, 1938. 
(PoL II .1386) 

In continuation of report A 1996 of April 30, 1938.98 . 

Subject: Conversation between a confidential agent· of the Embassy 
and Senator Comte de Brion.oo : · 

As postscript to the memorandum of a confidential agent of the 
Embassy, which was transmitted with the above-mentioned report, 
a memorandum of a conversation which the agent had with Senator 
Comte de Brion on the occasion of the presence of the French Min
isters in London 1 is herewith submitted. The Senator is evidently 
on friendly terms with Daladier. · The Franco-Russian Pact, the 
Franco-Czechoslovak Pact, and the Czech question, as well as Italian 
policy toward the Balkans, Czechoslovakia, and Poland, were touched 
upon during the conversation. 

voN Dmx:sEN 

[Enclosure] 

Annea1 to Report No. A 1996 II of May 6,1938, From 
· the London Embaaay2 

I subsequently had a long chat with Daladier's confidant. . He 
explained to me that his chief would naturally not be able to urge 
British pressure on Prague with quite the same force and frankness 
as he had emphasized its necessity to me,· as a personal friend .and 
privately. Daladier's hope was that Chamberlain and Halifax would 
themselves suggest that pressure should be put on Prague: when our 
French visitor could acquiesce without seeming to have taken the. 
initiative in the matter., For, as Daladier himself had remarked to 
me, they were bound in honor to their Czechoslovak ally. My friend 
added that Bonnet was, if anything, even keener than Daladier. on 
steering clear of France's obligations to fight for Czechoslovakia. 
Indeed, in a ~nt talk which he had with Bonnet, the latter ex-

.. Document No. 143, p. 252. 
• Thus ln the German original; presumably the Comte de Brlnon, employed 

by the French Prime Minister and Foreign Minister for private contacts with 
Rerlin, but wrongly described as a member of the French Senate. 

• See footnote 67, p. 246. 
• The whole of this memorandum lli In English In the original document. 
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claimed: "It would be too dreadful if the whole of Europe had to be 
plunged into war for the sake of the Czechoslovaks!" Nevertheless, 
even Bonnet did not deny that if things came to the worst, France 
would have to honor, and would honor, her onerous obligations. ·I 
asked my friend what was happening to the Franco-Soviet Pact,3 

in the minds of his leaders' He retorted that, while it was impos
sible to denounce that Pact, the French Government had decided to 
bury it-"to put it to sleep" in other words. It was not in the same 
category of honor as the Franco-Czechoslovak Pact; 3 and the present 
French Ministers realized how objectionable it was to both Germany 
and ourselves, and how it had prejudiced Franco-German relations. 
He believed that Berlin fully realized France's new outlook on the 
subject, and was fairly well content to see the Franco-Soviet Pact 
"put to sleep." For he himself had paid a recent visit to Germany, 
where he had seen several leading figures. While there he had 
learned of several new developments of importance. The Germans 
did not want war, but they no longer recoiled from its risks, more 
particularly with reference to Czechoslovakia. He feared that 
British influence in Berlin was on the wane. This, as Germans had 
explained to him, was due to our alleged incomprehension of German 
psychology and motives. They had bitterly resented our criticism 
of their action in consummating the union · of the two German 
nations. I admitted that ther~ was some foundation for this Ger
man complaint, but that the Germans had erred in failing to dis
tinguish between the restraint of British statesmen like Chamberlain 
and Halifax and the violence of our free press. He then went on 
to say that such influence as we still retained in Berlin (which was 
perhaps considerably· weaker than Daladier himself imagined) was 
due to the admirable attitude of our Ambassador, Henderson, who 
had strongly pressed the legitimacy of at least part of the German 
case against Czechoslovakia on our Cabinet. He agreed, however, 
with Daladier that Mussolini at this date probably possessed but 
little influence with Hitler. As a matter of fact, even those French
men who favored an' accord with Italy were far from optimistic 
about its durability and ultimate reactions. They had found Italy, 
in their first approaches to.Rome, by no means as accommodating 
as she had shown herself toward ourselves. Indeed, when Rome was 
first .JI,nd formally sounded as to whether the guarantees given by 
Italy to Great Britain in respect of the integrity of Spanish territory 
could not be automatically included in the proposed Franco-Italian 
agreement, the surprising retort was made that France's position in 

• See document No. 2, p. 10. 
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the matter was not the same as Great Britain's. The latter's attitude 
had been strictly noninterventional and correct. France, however, 
until at any rate the advent of the Daladier Cabinet, had intervened 
in Spain again and again in every possible way. Therefore Italy 
was as much entitled to require of France guarantees of noninter
vention as she (France) evidently thought herself entitled to require 
of Italy. The atmosphere, in fact, between Paris and Rome, was 
still the reverse of cordial, and Paris was probably glad of London's 
aid to facilitate smoother and swifter progress in the Franco-Italian 
negotiations. 

Reverting to the Central-European situation, my friend, in reply 
to my questions, remarked that neither he nor anybody else had any 
serious belief in the scheme which the Quai d'Orsay is putting 
forward for the opening up· of new markets for the Danubian 
Powers in Western Europe, so as to lessen their economic dependence 
on Germany. For such markets as could be perhaps artificially 
established for the benefit of those Powers-except in regard to a 
few essential articles like petrol-could not compete, whether in 
magnitude or in the matter of long-term credits, or again in the 
domain of barter, with the facilities that Germany was offering and 
would continue to offer them. I concurred, describing this re-hash 
of old-time projects a pill for an earthquake! Not even Italy could 
compete with Germany in that field. The impossibility of any 
genuine competition with Germany down the Danube Valley should 
go a long way to prove to the Germans how mistaken would be a -· 
policy which incurred unlimited war risks for the sake of an objec
tive, namely, economic penetration, and political hegemony through 
that penetration, which could be realized by economic and diplo
matic means without such risks. His information confirmed mine 
to the effect that Italian diplomacy was now seeking to mobilize 
against German penetration every element of resistance in the various 
Danube States, and notably in Hungary, Rumania, and .Yugoslavia, 
not to mention Czechoslovakia. But Italian diplomacy was doom~d 
to failure in this respect, because it could not offer to the countries 
in question the equivalent of the advantages which Germany could 
offer. As a matter of fact, my friend took the view that not' only 
would all these Italian activities fail to make any deep and lasting 
impression, but that, wriggle as he might, M:ussolini remained the 
prisoner of the Rome-Berlin Axis. But he fancied a second one to 
play with. Hence the Anglo-Italian Agreement. 

In conversation with officials· of the Quai d'Orsay, I noticed the 
persistence of the old prejudice against Poland, who was accused of 
becoming more and more the tool of Germany. Even now the French 
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cannot grasp either the purpose or the legitimacy of the pursuance 
by the sm!loller powers of a neutralist policy which may save them 
from the fate of becoming a battleground for their bigger neighbors. 
They· deplore the bad state of Polish-Czechoslovak relations, and 
suggest that in Warsaw, as in Berlin and Prague, we sh~uld use our· 
influence to bring about a relaxation of the tension, political and 
economic, between the Poles and Czechs. I doubt whether the French 
appreciate the meaning of the growing intimacy between Poland and 
Italy, and its main objective, which is to restore a kind of balance 
of power on the European Continent. 

No.l48 
2379/497769 

The German Minister in Czechoslo'IJ(ikia (Eiaenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ill i!"ist1'1J 

No. 133 of May 7 

Telegram 

PRAoUE, May 7,1938-4:55 p.m. 
Received May 7,1938-6:30 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 3134) 
Internal political situation in whole frontier area and in Prague 

aggravated by a series of incidents. I refer you to reports by Zeit 8 

today and yesterday. Apparently orders of Government no longer 
always carried out by police authorities. Consequently agitation 
among Czech frontier population has increased dangerously and, 
lastly, soldiers are beginning, with connivance of their officers, to 
cause disturbances, as, for instance, at Troppau, Mahrisch~Schonberg, 
Tachau, Falkenau, and apparently also at Trautenau. General im
pression that Czechs beginning to recover from initial consternation 
and becoming aggressive, in order to restore authority in frontier 
and fortified zones. Calm acceptance by Germany is apparently in
terpreted as sense -of weakness; London Anglo-French conversations, 
exaggerated by press, have again given the Czechs courage. 

Sudeten German Party has made energetic representations to 
Hodza and demanded that, before the discussions on questions of 
po~er politics, the military should be kept neutral by command of 
the highest authority, and that not only the Sudeten German Party, 
but also the Czech Party, should publicly exhort their followers to 
calm ~nd discipline. 

EIBENLOHR 

• The organ of the Sudeten German Party. 
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No.l49 
289/188088-90 ' ; 

The Ge'f"'TJ,an Foreign Ministry to the German Emba8B'JI in Italy 
for the Foreign Minister 'aiUl State Secretary 

URGENT 

No. 152 

Telegram 

For Reich Minister and State Secretary.1 

BERLIN, May 7, 1938. 

The British .Ambassador called on me today to inform me, on 
behalf of his Government, that the British Minister in Prague had 
been instructed to make urgent representations to the Czechoslovak 
Governments to seek immediately a settlement of the Sudeten Ger
man question on comprehensive lines9 by means of direct negotia
tions with the Sudeten Germans. The British Government desired 
to inform the German Government of this and to express the hope 
that the latter Government will be prepared to use their influence to 
promote a settlement.1o 

The .Ambassador added he hoped for an opportunity to pursue the 
matter in more detail with the Reich Foreign Minister as soon as 
possible after his return. . 

I answered the Ambassador that, in the absence of the Reich 
Foreign Minister, I must limit myself to accepting his declaration 
and could not say how it would be received. I gathered from his 
remarks that British Government were of opinion that the matter 
must be settled direct between Czechoslovak Government and Hen
lein; this, as was well known, was also our view. 

Henderson then added confidentially and, as he said, without in
structions, that the British Government would make no detailed 
recommendations in Prague as to the nature of the settlement; but 
the purpose of their dbnarche was not to achieve a solution of a 
number of individual problems still pending, but a general settle
ment based, not on a Czechoslovak National State, but a State of 
Nationalities. · Henderson answered in the affirmative my inquiry 
whether French Government were undertaking correspond~ng de
marche in Prague. The .Ambassador then added, as his personal 

'Rlbbentrop, the Foreign Minister, and Weizslicker, the State Secretary, wet·e 
at this tlme In Rome with Hitler during hls visit to Mussollnl from May 3 to 9. 

• The Anglo-French cUmarche to Prague was made on this day, May 7. See 
also document No. 151, p, 265. 

• The words "on comprehensive lines" are repeated in parentheses in English 
after the German text. 

,. The words "that the German Government will be ready to use their infiuence 
to promote a settlement" are repeated in parentheses in English after the German 
text. ' 
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view of the situation, that France was acting for the Czechs and 
Germany for the Sudeten Germans. Britain was supporting Ger
many in this case and he urgently hoped that Germany would not 
refuse some kind of cooperation with Britain in this matter, which 
might then, perhaps, lead to cooperation in other questions also. I 
refrained from committing myself on this matter. 

Henderson repeated finally in addition that France would look 
upon a forcible solution as a casus belli, and that it could not be 
foreseen what consequences would then arise for Great Britain. But 
Britain desired a peaceful solution by all means. 

As ~enderson is informing the press about this step, I have made 
it known through D.N.B.12 that the British Ambassador has informed 

·the German Government that the British Government have made a 
demarche in Prague to achieve a solution of the Sudeten German 
question. 

WoERMANN 

. [Longhand note:] Missions interested are receiving telegram for 
information. 

No. 150 
289/183092-94 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the Foreign 
Minuter, With Memorandum From the Brituh Embassy 

SECRET BERLIN, May 7, 1938. 
During his visit today the British Ambassador reverted to the con

versation which Lord Halifax had on April 29 with the German 
Charge d'Affaires in London,13 and in which he had acquainted the 
Charge in part with the substance of the Anglo-French conversations 
which took place in London at the end of April (cf. telegram No. 
224: of April29 from London).14 Sir Nevile Henderson said that the 
purport of the communication which he wished to make would cer
tainly be already known to us from the report of the German Charge 
d'A1faires, to which I replied in the affirmative. The Ambassador 
therefore refrained from giving a further exposition of the facts, 
but handed to me-as he said, purely personally-the attached memo-
randum summarizing the substance of his instructions. · 

0 The German official news agency. 
u Theodor Kordt. Cf. document No. 139, p. 246. 
u Document No. 139, p. 246. See also footnote 67 thereto. 
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Sir Nevile remarked in this connection that he had not been 
directed to deliver a document to us, and that I should treat its 
existence confidentially. 

The exposition in this document agrees substantially with the 
telegram from the German Charge d'Affaires of April 29. · It is, 
however, more clearly expressed herein than in Herr Kordt's report 
that the British Government consider-the improvement of the inter
national position to be possible only if that. Government, in their 
endeavors to bring about an understanding with Germany, also suc
ceed in facilitating a similar rapprochement between Germany and 
France. · 

The last two paragraphs of the document refer to the demarche 
which the Ambassador has made in the Czechoslovak question. A 
special memorandum on the observations made by the Ambassador 
regarding this matter was not prepared, as the purport of the con
versation is recorded in telegram No. 152 of today's date to the 
Embassy in Rome.ts 

WoERMANN 
[Departmental note:] Pol. II and Pol. IV b: the relevant Missions 

should be informed about the first part. · 

[AnnexP' 

Memorandum From the British Emb(J)Jsy 

BRmsH EMBAssY, BERLIN. 

His Majesty's Government are particularly desirous that the Ger
man Government should not be kept in ignorance of certain of the 
subjects under discussion with the French Ministers on the occasion 
of their recent visit to Lond6n. 

I have instructions to speak to Herr von Ribbentrop, but, in view 
of the inevitable delay occasioned by his absence in Rome,17 it is felt 
that the Ministry for Foreign Affairs should be informed as soon as 
possible of the general purport of my remarks. 

On April 29 the Secretary of State informed the German Uha.rge 
d'Affaires in London that he wished to lose no time in speaking to 
him regarding one subject which has been discussed with the French 
representatives and to which there had been a great deal of un:" 
authorized and misleading reference in the press. This was the 
question of staff conversations between the British and the French 
Governments.18 Lord Halifax wished Dr. Theodor Kordt to inform 

.. Document No. 149, supra. 
"The file copy of this memorandum is in English. 
n See footnote 7, p. 261. 
18 See footnotes 67 and 69, p. 246. 
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his Government that His Majesty's Government had agreed with the 
French Government that the technical staff conversations which had 
been, first entered. upon in 1936, and the fact of which had been made 
public at that time, should be continued. There was nothing new in 
the decision, except the decision to continue them, and that decision 
represented no change of policy on the part of His Majesty's Govern-

. ment, who had assumed no further obligations or commitments. Lord 
Halifax told the Counselor that His Majesty's Government were as 
anxious as they had always been to use their best endeavors for the 
promotion of better international feeling, and that this was evidently 
quite impossible unless His Majesty's Government were able, in the 
course of reaching a better understanding with Germany, to facili-

. tate a similar rapprochement between Germany and France. It was 
not necessary for Lord Halifax to remind Dr. Kordt how vitally this 
depended on the removal of French anxieties, and this had accord
ingly been one of the principal considerations in the mind of His 
Majesty's Government in agreeing to continue the process that had 
been begun 3 years ago. Dr. Kordt thanked Lord Halifax and said 
that he would transmit what the Secretary of State had said to the 
Gepnan Government. 

With regard to Czechoslovakia it was agreed that both His 
Majesty's Government and the French Government should use their 
influence at Prague to promote .a peaceful and equitable solution of 
the Sudeten German question; Lord Halifax mentioned this matter 
to Herr von Dirksen on May 3. His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom are now urging the Czechoslovak Government to 
seek without delay a solution of this problem on comprehensive lines 
by direct negotiation with the Sudeten Germans. His Majesty's 
Government wish to inform the German Government of this and to 
express the hope that the German Government will be ready to use 
their influence to promote a settlement. 

I have instructions to speak to Herr von Ribbentrop accordingly 
as soon as he is accessible, but His Majesty's Government desire that 
the German Government should be informed in general terms of the 
action which the United Kingdom Government is taking. I hope 
to pursue the question in greater detail with Herr von Ribbentrop 
on his return. · 
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No. lSI 
289/183095-97 

Memorandum 

BERLIN, May 10, 1938. 
At a lunch to which Mr. Kirkpatrick19 invited me yesterday he . 

mentioned the demarche made by the British Ambassado!' last 
Saturday,20 and was of opinion that he expected but litt~e from the 
contemplated conversations between the Czechoslovak Government 
and Herr Henlein. The British Government had intentionally lim
ited themselves to advising the Czechoslovak Government in general 
terms to display the utmost spirit of accommodation regara.ing the 
Sudeten German demands, but on the other hand had avoided making 
detailed proposals. As the reason for this Mr. Kirkpatrick stated . 
that the British Government would be in a difficult position if the 
Czechoslovak Government declared their readiness to accept detailed 
British proposals, but Herr Henlein declined these proposals as not 
going far enough. In that event the danger would arise that the 
Czechoslovak Government would lay at the door of the British Gov
ernment the responsibility for the negotiations breaking down. He 
himself, in fact, was of the opinion that the whole question could 
only be satisfactorily settled by the German and British Govern
ments arriving at a direct understanding with regard to the objective 
to be attained. He cOnsidered participation by other powers in this 
matter to be unnecessary. If the German Government would ·advise 
the British Government confidentially what solution of the Sudeten 
German question they were striving after, he believed that he could 
assure us that the British Government would bring such pressure to 
bear in Prague that the Czechoslovak Government would be com
pelled to accede to the German wishes. If by this means the Su4eten 
German question were settled, the road for Anglo-German conver
sations21 of wider scope would be open. With regard to the purport 
of such Anglo-German conversations Mr. Kirkpatrick expressed him
self to the effect that no German assurances whatever were requested 
by the British, so that the main subject of the talks would only be 
the colonial problem. If the Fuhrer still adhered to his proposal for 
the prohibition of bombing, this question might possibly form a 

u First Secretary of the British Embs.Ssy in Berlin. 
• See document No.149, p. 261, and footnote 8 thereto. 
11 On this subject 11ee the relevant documents In vol. I, chap. vii. 
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further subject of negotiation. Finally, one might also consider dis
cussing an agreement on the extent of air armaments. 
· From Mr. Kirkpatrick's remaining remarks it transpired that the 
British Government had decided upon the demarche in Prague prin
cipally because they were strongly impressed by the firm determina
tion of the French Ministers, on the occasion of their visit to 
London,22 to intervene in the event of an armed German-Czechoslovak 
«'..onflict. 

No.l52 
1121/25054&-50 

The German Amba8sador irt France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

A 1913 PARis, May 11, 1938. 
(Pol. II 1414) 

Subject: Conversation with Paul Reynaud, Minister of Justice. 
Yesterday Paul Reynaud, the Minister of Justice, paid me his 

inaugural visit on taking office, which had been delayed on account 
of my absence, a. custom here which is only observed when a. newly 
appointed Minister wishes to cultivate existing personal relations 
with the respective Head of a :Mission. Every talk with the shrewd, 
sarcastic Paul Reynaud is always a kind of intellectual fencing match 
which does not lack a certain attractiveness for the very reason that 
he does not weigh every word. 

The conversation turned first to the urgently needed extension of 
the Embassy property, most advantageously effected by the acqui
sition .of the neighboring mansion with the adjoining office building 
and garden, for which the French Government had placed currency 
at our disposaL Paul Reynaud congratulated us on this transaction, 
and added that in the case of other extensions we had also shown a 
hand as skillfully played as it was lucky. I acknowledged this com
pliment with thanks and remarked with a smile that there might 
also be perhaps oi'portunities for helping us in the future in cases 
of obvious necessity and in the course of inevitable development. In 
this way one obstacle after another that lay in the way of a Franco
German rapprochement and friendship would be removed. I was 
aware that there were many Frenchmen who for this reason had in 
their hearts welcomed the reunion of Austria with the German Reich. 
·Here, Paul Reynaud interposed that he had always been one of those . 
to whom the territorial and nationality clauses of the Peace Treaties 

11 See footnote 67, p. 246. 
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of Trianon and St. Germain had by no means appeared particularly 
happy solutions; if, however, in the realization of our national aspira
tions, we were to apply the same or similar methods as in the annex
ation of Austria, and, following a revolt by the Sudeten G~rmans, 
oppressed by the Czech Government, we should hasten to their 
assistance, either manu militari or with volunteer formations, then 
the catastrophe would have happened from which Europe' would 
never recover, with the possible exception of Russia, remote and al
Ieady living under Communism. Everything must be done to avert 
the destruction of the civilized old world. He personally-speaking 
now as an old acquaintance and not as a member of the Cabinet
was convinced that the magnetic attraction of the Third Reich on 
those frontier areas populated by Sudeten Germans would become 
so pronounced that something radical, or at least very far reaching, 
would have to be done to prevent a permanent state of unrest, while 
the isolated German islands within the purely Czech territory could 
perhaps be removed by resettlement. I seized on the expression 
"radical" used by the Minister, and declared that only radical treat
ment could remove such a serious and dangerous malady; nowadays 
such acute illnesses could no longer be cured by the normal household 
remedies, however well proven in the past, but only by amputation. 
Contrary to my expectations Paul Reynaud did not remonstrate very 
much, but contented himself with the observation that it still would 
not be so easy to find a suitable surgeon for the case. 

0 H. WELCZEOK 

No.l53 
635/253204,253206-07 

The German llfini11ter in Ozechoslo·vakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign llfiniHtry2a 

A. III. l. h. 27. PRAGUE, M~,~.y 11, 1938. 
(Copy Pol. V 3648) 

Ref£>rt>nce to: Kalinin on the treaty obligations of the Soviet Union •. 
On th£> l'lth of this month in 1\Ioscow, Kalinin 24 also received among 

others the workers' delegation from Czechoslovakia, which had come 
to Moscow for the May 1st celebrations. Kalinin replied in the 
affirmative to 1t question by a Czech trade-union official, whether 
the So,·it>t lTnion would come to the assistance of Czechoslovakia in 
the ewnt of an unprovoked attack. The Soviet Union would fulfill its 

"This •lt>,;pukh nnd enclosure wet·e ulNo fot'WIIl'ded for information b~· the 
Foreign ~lini:,;try tl' Headquarters of tbe lrehrmacltt (Intelligence Directo;ate), 
to !he U~tch Propaganda Mini:,;try, and to the Gestapo, on l\Iay 18 (ft·ame 253205 ). 

Chntrtnan of the Pre:,;idium of the 8upt·eme Council of the Soviet Union 
1937-45. • 

797664-49-vol. 11-23 
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treaty obligations toward Czechoslovakia and France to the last 
letter. 

The text of Kalinin's statements were given great prominence and 
repeated with obvious satisfaction in the entire Czech press, a version 
of whicl~ appeared in the Prager Presse 25 of the 11th of this month. 

EISENLOHR 

[Enclosure] 

(Copy to Pol. V 3648) 

:FROM THE "PRAGER PRESSE'', 1\IAY 11, 1938 

"1'o the Last Letter" 

Kalinin on the fulfillment of the treaty obligations 
of the Soviet Union 

RC. Moscow, May 10. 
On Sunday afternoon Kalinin, Chairman of the Supreme Council 

of the Soviet Union, received the foreign workers' delegations which 
had come to Moscow for the 1st of May celebrations. After the wel
coming speeches Kalinin answered various questions, among them a 
question by Skaunic,26 the Czech trade-union official, who asked 
whether Kalinin as head of the Soviet Union could reply to the ques
tion whether the Soviet Union would come to the aid of Czechoslo-

. vakia if the Republic were attacked w~out provocation and .Fmnce 
rendered assistance. Kalinin replied as follows: 

"The Soviet Union has always and without reserve honored the 
treaties concluded with other nations; she would do the same in this 
case, too, and if necessary would fulfill all her obligations toward 
Czechoslovakia and France27 to the last letter. Some French news
papers had written in a vein as if the Franco-Soviet Treaty were of 
advantage only to the Soviet Union. I do not want to say that this 
Treaty is not advantageous for the Soviet Union, but it is, and will 
be, more useful to France. The Soviet Union is a rich country. I 
do not mean by this that France is not a rich country, for France is 
even the creditor of a number of other nations. But the Soviet Union 
has minerals, iron, petroleum, foodstuffs, cotton, and in fact every
thing necessary for the conduct of any war. And France does not 
possess all this in the same measure. If the Treaty of Friendship 
between the Soviet Union, France, and Czechoslovakia were as strong 

• 'l'he German-language Czechoslovak Government paper. 
• His correct name in Czech was Skavni<'!. 
11 See document No.2, p. 10. · -
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as we wish it to be, then it would influence Britain also to choose 
other directions for her policy than those so far followed, and the 
Treaty would have greater international significance and weight.~' 

No.l54 
F13/306-299 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 

RM 218 BERLIN, May 11, 1938. 

Today at 7 p.m., in response to his request, I rece.ived the British 
Ambassador for a lengthy discussion. · · -

The British Ambassador began by handing me the annexed memo
randum 28 and commented upon it as follows: 

His Government had instructed him to inform me that they had 
undertaken an energetic demarche in Prague,29 with a view to bring
ing about a peaceful settlement of the Sudeten German question. The 
memorandum handed to me did not amount to an aide-memoire, it 
was simply a record in writing of the observations which he had been 
instructed to make to me. He had considered it expedient to set 
these observations down quite informally in writing. For the rest 
he had compiled the memorandum from various telegrams. 

I replied to the British Ambassador that in principle I welcomed · 
the British step in Prague and only wished that this action by the 
British would bring the Czech Government to reason. We were, of -
course, ready to work for a reasonable solution of the problem. In 
itself the Sudeten German question was a problem of internal politics 
between the Czech Government and Henlein's party. As was well 
known, Henlein had in his Karlsbad speech put forward eight de
mands,80 the acceptance of which he had himself indicated as a 
minimum for satisfaction. Konrad Henlein and the Sudeten German 
leaders were, of course, personally known to us, but I must draw·. 
attention to the fact that they represented the German element there 
independently and therefore knew best on what basis a solution of 
these questions could be reached. Their demands, as set down in 
Henlein's speech, seemed to me to be reasonable, and I therefore saw 
no ground for influencing the Sudeten German Party to alter tliese 
demands. It could not lie in the interest of a peaceful settlement if 
a hollow compromise were to be arrived at between the Sudeten 
Germans and Prague, which would not lead to any final pacification 
b_ut would leave the problem still with us. Nothing could be gained 

• Aide-memoire printed on p. 271. 
• See document No. 149, p. 261, and footnote 8 thereto. 
• See document No. 135, p, 242. 
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by this. In my view everything depended upon Bene5' now taking 
a big decision for a settlement of the problem. 

The British Ambasgador answered that the British Government 
did not at the moment wish to induce the German Government to 
exert such an influence. He had simply been instructed to inform us 
about the British step in Prague. If, however, a deadlock should 
arise in the negotiations, which it was hoped would now soon begin, 
then he did hope for our support and for our influence on Henlein. 

I stated that the German Government was, of course, ready to do 
anything to bring about a peaceful solution. In view of past expe· 
rience, however, it could not be taken amiss if we continued mistrust
ful in the face of Czech promises . 
. Sir Nevile Henderson again emphasized that the British Govern
ment would gladly cooperate with us toward a peaceful solution, for 
such a solution would react most powerfully upon the general 
situation. 

In reply to my question whether he had already received any news 
to the effect that Benes was prepared to make any .serious advances, 
Sir Nevile answered that up to the present he had heard nothing 
further, but that the British Government hoped that there would be 
such advances. Everything must be done to avoid a conflict between 
Germany and Czechoslovakia, for such a conflict might involve 
France, who was allied with Czechoslovakia, and in that case grave 
danger would arise for Britain, too, from such a development . 
. To this I answered Sir Nevile in the following terms: In his 

Reichstag speech of February 20,81 the FUhrer had declared that 
Germany could not submit to any further oppression of the German 
people on her frontiers. Let no one be deceived about the Fuhrer. 
If Prague did not listen to reason, he would not allow himself to 
be influenced by any threats from third parties and would not even 
shrink from a European war. Germany would do everything for a 
peaceful solution, but if by reason of Czech provocation against 
German people Germany should be driven to act, she would regard 
intervention by France as a war of aggression. The whole German 
people would then rise like one man. 

Sir Nevile replielf that he had not imagined that the German atti
tude would be any different, and he added the question whether I 
could imagine that British soldiers would again march into Germany. 

I answered that I regarded it as unthinkable that Britain or even 
France would declare war on Germany, because Germany would not 
look on quietly at the oppressiQn and gradual extermination of those 

11 See footnote 83, p. 139. 
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of her own race by the Czechs. "If war were declared on Germany 
on account of such action on her part, it would be regarded by the 
German people as a war of aggression for the restoration of French 
hegemony in Europe, and we should act accordingly. No one should 
indulge himself in any doubts about the resolution of the Fiihrer, and 
I requested him not to leave the British Government either in any 
doubt about the attitude of Germany. The Sudeten German ques
tion was advancing irresistibly toward a solution. For the rest, I 
was ready to remain in touch with him in this matter, and I should 
be. grateful if he would keep me informed concerning the outcome 
of the British demarche in Prague. After a solution of the Sudeten 
German question Germany was to be regarded as saturated 
[satur-iert]. There then still remained only a solution of the colonial 
question, so as to reach a lasting understanding on a. wide basis. 

The British Ambassador answered that he was convinced of the 
justice of these ideas and that I was, therefore, preaching to one 
already converted. It was important that Henlein and Prague 
should now embark upon negotiations, and he hoped that Benes 
would listen to reason. In bringing their influence to bear upon the 
Czechoslovak Government, the British Government did not, however, 
contemplate going into details. 

R[mBENTROP] 

[Annex] 

A ide-M emoire From the Briti8h Embassy32 

AmE-MmoiRE 

BRITISH EMBASSY, BERLIN. 

His Majesty's Government and the French Government are, as the 
German Government are a ware, using their influence in Prague to 
promote a peaceful and equitable settlement of the Sudeten German 
question, and express the hope that the German Government will be 
ready to use their influence with the Sudeten Germans in the direc
tion of moderation and to work with His Majesty's Government in 
promoting a settlement. 

On such information as His l\Iajesty's Government have in their 
possession a. peaceful settlement should certainly be capable of 
achievement. His Majesty's Government recall the Chancellor's 
remark to Sir Nevile Henderson on March 3 88 that His Excellency 
was perfectly willing to live in peace and amity with Czechoslovakia. 

11 In English in the original. 
• At an interview in Berlin. See voL I, chap. L 
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on condition that the Sudeten Germans obt.t.ined full equality, and 
that if Great Brita.in really desired German friendship it wu indi3-
pen.sahle that His liajesty ~s GoTenlllleDt should m.Ue it clear at 
Prague that they 1I'OU1d not encoun.ge the Cuchoslonk GoTei'JllDent 
in refusing proper t:rea1:ment to nationals of German origin. Fleld 
lfa.rshal GOring also a.ssured His lf.aje&y"s _.\mhatBdor on li.arch 
1111 of Germ.any"s eunest desire to impron her relations 1rith 
Cuchoslonki.a.. 

His lf.ajesty,s GoTei11DleD.t han ahrays urged upon the Czecho
slovak Government the importance of proper tnatment of her 
nationals of German origin, and thry are now adirely ~~twt'd in 
urging that Gol"'el'llDlent to go to the limit of C'OtK.'eSSion in an ~irort 
to reub. a comp:rehensin and la.5ting a..,'-"l"eellleJlt -.ith the Sudeten 
Gennans. 

His llajesty's GoT"el11DleJlt would not 1rish to inteneue in any 
matter of exclusively German-Czech relations. '!hey recognize, of 
course, that the lot of the Sudeten Gel'lllln.S mmt be a matter of 
particular inl.erest to Gennany, but in the pl'l"SBlt situation it is 
undeniable that the problems which ban been rai.Eed may aired the 
peace of Europe.. It is the chief ooncem of His liajesty"s Gon.rn
ment, as it is doubtless that of the Gennan GoTel'llDlent, that peace 
should not be disturbed. That is their justifiotion for raising this 
matter with the Gennan Gor~ and indeed they fed it their 
duty to o1rer any assistaJK"e that they can gin-and they beliue in 
the present situation they are able to assist toward reaching an 
equitable solution. 

His llajesty's Gowmment are now using their influence u.rgently 
with the Czech Govemmeut to bring them to seek without delay a 
solution of the problem on comprehensin lines by dinrt negotiation 
with the Sudeten Gennans. His llajesty"s Gonl'llJllent are thus 
doing their best to bring about a peueful and equitable solution by 
representing to the Cz.echoslonk Goremment the necessity for a 
eontribu.tion from their side.. But it t.tlres two to m.ab an agreement 
and, if a settlement is to be reached, it is to be hoped that Herr Hen
lein may be preniled upon also to _show a spirit of uoom.mod.at:ioo. 

His liajesty's Government do not stand on ceremony in this matt.er 
and they trust that the German Goremment ..-ill not do so either. 
The Sudeten Germans are Czech citizens, but the Gon1'1UDE'nt of the 
Reich has undoubtedly a powerful influence upon the population of 
German nee and speech liring across the Cuchoslonk-German fron-

• GOrinc J't!IIMted to Sir Nerlle JleDdert;loa CIG lluda 11 tlie ~ of tlie 
a.tiAil'allm lie .ltad JP'I"eel to tlie ~ llinister Ia Bel'lia • tJaat da.J; lll!e 
dlocumellti.Nos. 'it ud 81. J.lP. us ud 161. 
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tier. And since the question is one that closely aft'ects the peace of 
Europe, His ~Iajesty's Government trust that, in view of the action 
taken by His :Majesty's Government at Prague, the German Govern
ment will use their influence with Herr Henlein in the direction of 
moderation. His :Majesty's Government have no doubt that ·the 
German Government would prefer a peaceful and orderly solution 
of the question to any other, and they are hopeful that the German 
Government will use all their influence on behalf of such a solution. 

In one other way the German Government could, HiS Majesty's 
Government believe, assist toward the achievement of a settlement. 
If His Majesty's Government are to use their influence in Prague 
they must have some idea of the terms that would be likely, from the 
German point of view, to form the basis of an agreed settlement. If 
they encourage the Czechoslovak Government to put forwar4 pro
posals that do not prove acceptable, their eft'orts-may be of no avail; 
if, however, the German Government could indicate the lines of a 
settlement which in their view would be satisfactory to the Sudeten
deutachen [sic], His l!ajesty's Government would consider how far 

· they could recommend acceptance by the Czechoslovak Government. 

No.l55 
289/183105 

Memorandum 

SECRET BERLIN, May 12, 1938. 
Herr Henlein, who visited the Reich lfinister35 today while jour

neying through, is going to England for 2 days in order to talk there 
with Vansittart and certain other personalities. He will there put 
forward the fulfillment of his demands in the Karlsbad speech H as 
the condition for the appeasement of the Sudeten Germans. Should 
tl1e Czech Government procrastinate in this matter, or show any signs 
of stubbornness, an appeal for the right of self-determination of the 
Sudeten Germans could not permanently be avoided. It was not the 
Sudeten Germans who were provoking, but Prague. It was not 
Prague which was justified in talking of provocation and JVar
anxiety, but the Sudeten Germans, who did not wish to take the 
field for the Czechs. Herr Henlein will deny in London that he is 
acting on instructions from Berlin. His Karlsbad speech was not 
known in Berlin prior to its publication. He will further attempt 
to obtain information on the memorandum which, under the name 

• The Reich Foreign Minister. Benlein was in Berlin at the time and proceeded 
to London on the same day, May 12. The visit was nominally secret. 

• See document No. 135, p. 242. 
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of the Bene8 Memorandum, was transmitted to London and Paris 
by Czech diplomatic channels.17 Finally, Henlein will speak of the 
progressive disintegrl\tion of the Czech political structure actually 
taking place, in order to discourage those circles which consider that 
their intervention on behalf of this political structure may still be 
of use. 

No.l56 
28/18550 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 138 of May 12 PRAGUE, May 12, 1938. 
Referring to telegram No. 91 of May u.as 
Draw attention as a. precaution to the fact that almost every week 

Legation officials transmit secret consignments of money and docu
ments to members of Sudeten German Party. In spite of every care. 
taken in the matter, danger of discovery by Czechoslovak Govern
ment involved each time, offering opportunity for countermeasures. 

Would be grateful for detailed information regarding Holovec 
affair as well as general circumstances of his arrest. 

EISENLOHR 

No.l57 
!20/68131-32 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 139 of May 12 PRAGUE, :May 12, 1938-4:55 p.m. 
Received May 12, 1938-6 :50 p.m. 

Krofta. today communicated the following regarding demarches 
by British and French Ministers on }fay 7.39 

No written communications were delivered, but British Minister 
used written notes for his statements. Newton first of all explained 
in detail that internal tension produced by Sudeten German ques
tion, &tension which also extended beyond the frontiers of the State, 
was a. source of great danger to Czechoslovakia. The military situ-

.. Presumably the memorandum handed to the French and British Governments 
by the Czechoslovak Ministers in Paris and London on April28. 

•. Not printed. 
• See document No. 149, p. 261, and footnote 8 thereto. 
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ation of the country was very unfavorable, although France would 
come to her aid in the event of war and then possibly Great Britain, 
too, would become involved in con1lict. Britain, however, stood by 
Chamberlain's declaration •0 and thus assumed no obligations of wider 
extent. In view of her imperiled position Czechoslovakia must do 
all in her power to ward o1f the danger. Danger to Czechoslovakia. 
and world peace was emphasized three times by British Minister. 
British Government considered that it was possible for Czechoslovak 
Government to bring about understanding with the Sudeten Germans. 
They had taken cognizance of draft Nationalities Statute submitted 
to London,H without venturing to pass judgment on it, but did not 
know whether it went far enough and considered rather that on& 
ought to go still further. They were always ready to support tlie 
Czechoslovak Government with their counsel. French :Minister•2 

was much more concise and, citing Britain's example, submitted 
recommendation from his Government to go to the utmost liinit 
possible, as far as .the integrity of the State permitted. 

In his reply to Newton, Krofta stated that British Government's 
view of magnitude of danger was perhaps too pessimistic, but that 
Czechoslovakia was aware of the gravity of the situation and was 
prepared for that reason to make great sacrifices for maintenance of 
peace and appeasement of Sudeten Germans. There were, of course, 
r.ertain limits beyond which one could not go. 

British :Minister had repeated his demarche with Hodza and would 
be received by President of the Republic for the same purpose. 
French Minister would likewise call on BeneS. 

The Cabinet :Ministers had been deliberating during the whole 
week and would probably in the. next few days reach agreement on 
program, which was then to be subject of negotiations with Sudeten 
German Party. Krofta regards understanding as possible if others 
taking part were equally sincere in their intentions. I confined my
self to replying that I regarded agreement as possible if· his Govern
ment's aim was full equal~ty of rights for the Sudeten Germans, the 
latter thus losing the feeling of being under foreign rule. 

EISENLOHB 
• 

• House of Commons statement of March 24: ct. document No. 104, p. 192. 
•• For this proposed statute, formerly called the Minorities Statute, see footnote 

81, p. 206. The draft of the statute was submitted to the British Government by 
the Czechoslovak Government at the end of April. It included proposals to stop. 
denationalization, reform of the language law, a guarantee to the minorities of a 
proportion of the national budget, provisions for increased allocation of Govern
ment posts to members of minorities, and a project for educational autonomy 
for them. 

•• l~pold-Vi~>tor de l..a<'rolx, Freneb 1\linhlltPr in Prague, 1936-."19-. 
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No.l58 
2369/494453-67 

The German Minister in Ozechosl01Jakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 2. allg. PRAaUE, May 13, 1938. 
_ (PoL IV 3390) 

Menacing situation in frontier regions; the Sudeten German Party 
can no longer guarantee the maintenance of order. Effect of 
Anglo-French demarches upon Czechoslovak politicians and 
parties. Hodza wishes to negotiate; his views. The need for 
achieving results. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

The position in the Sudeten German region is more tense than ever. 
The Sudeten German Party has, it is true with a few exceptions, 
succeeded in preventing clashes with the authorities and with politi
cal opponents during the first weeks of the incorporation of Austria 
and particularly on the day of the plebiscite,•• on the Fuhrer's birth
day, and on May1, by means of energetic instructions to assistant 
leaders as well as by public appeals for calm and order, which latter 
were energetically supported by the German wireless, but the politi
cal excitement of the Sudeten German population continues un
abated; it has, if anything, increased. · In spite of Henlein's Karlsbad 
speech, which put forward far-reaching demands within the State, 
hardly anyone thinks any longer of autonomy, on however compre
hensive a scale. The overwhelming majority, in fact almost the whole 
population, hopes for Anschluss with the German Reich and expects 
it in the immediate future. Even persons who otherwise reflect 
calmly are not worrying about the manner of realizing this. German 
troops will march in as in Austria, or uniformed Party formations 
will make their appearance. No one thinks or wishes to think about 
the ring of fortifications, about the bitter resistance of the Czecho
slovak Army which is to be expected, about the sanguinary measures 
9f repression which will then be adopted in the frontier regions, 
11-bout the possibility of European war, above all about the danger 
to the German Reich •. The mass are intoxicated by the overwhelni
ing success in Austria; they will neither await nor accept any other 
form of political solution. 

On the other hand, the danger of local explosions resulting from 
a marked change in the Czech attitude has become more acute. The 

.. The plebiscite of AprillO i see footnote 84, p. 208. The FUhrer's birthday was 
AprU20. 
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Czech frontier people, altogether nearly 300,000 in number, and with 
them Sudeten German Communists and Social Democrats, State 
police, gendarmerie, and troops, have recovered from their first shock 
and are beginning to be aggressive in their turn. The incidents at 
Troppau u as well as the increasingly frequent provocation· by sol
diers, for instance at Falkenau and in the Adler Mountains, speak in 
particularly clear terms. It may be that during the coming days 
strict orders will compel the troops to return to a neutral attitude, 
but even then the fact would remain that Germans and Czechs face 
one another ready and eager for battle. To that must be added the 
Czech stores of weapons, the contents of which mjght in a period of 
disturbance suddenly fall into the hands of the civil population. The 
case of Glaser, the agent provocateur, is known to you. The day be
fore yesterday I brought to the notice of Foreign Minister Krofta a 
second case from southern Moravia, citing a witness. Today I was 
informed of a third particularly suspicious example of this kind oc
curring at Trautenau. I gave instructions that the Premier. or the 
Minister of the Interior should be at once informed of it. Legation 
Counselor Hencke will report verbally to them upon other even more 
serious incidents. 46 -

All this forces one to the conclusion that things cannot go on like 
this, because it is rio longer possible to calculate the full effects of the 
passions that have been let loose. The leaders of the Sudeten German 
Party, too, as Deputy K. H. Frank and others have assured me, have 
come to realize that in the existing circumstances they can no longer 
guarantee party disciplin~. 

On another plane there is some progress to report, showing in _what 
direction a possibility of relieving the tension may be found. The 
British and French demarches of the 7th of the month, upon which 
I reported by telegram,47 were welcome to the Government, sines the 
advice of the protecting Powers48 could not fail to assist Premier 
Hodza in his task of convincing his recalcitrant colleagues, and 
among them above all the leaders of the Left Wing Parties, of the 
need for far-reaching compromise in the question of nationalities. 
The so-called Political Cabinet, that is, the representation of parties 
in the Council of Ministers-the Foreign Minister, for instance, is not 
one of them-has been in permanent session all the week. Shortly 
before this a dissolution of the Government coalition was only just 
a voided. But the outcome of the laborious debate is this, as Hodza 

• See document No. 148, p. 260. 
• .Marginal nQ.te by Altenburg: "concerning incitement by leaflet to refuse 

service in the Army." . 
• , See document No. 157, p. 274. 
• The allusion is presumably to France and Britain. 
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informed me: that he has now been accorded a clear path and the 
necessary full powers for reaching a comprehensive settlement. In 
this connection it must, of course, still be borne in mind that the 
parties behind their now united leaders are in their own ranks at 
variance over the measure of what should be conceded and, finally, 

. that it is not only a question of an alteration in the political aims of 
the parties, but that the mentality of the bureaucracy and of the 
whole Czech people must undergo a change if peace and justice are 
really to be restored to this State. 

Hodza told me that the petty postponement of the communal 
elections 49 that had been intended had been abandoned and that, as 
had in the meantime been announced, all communes were to have 
voted .by June 12, even if, as some politicians feared, this should lead 
to a kind of plebiscite among the Sudeten Germans. He further 
informed me that the German language was to be placed on a footing 
of equality with the Czech and that he intended to fill the vacuum 
in the services of public order, created in Sudeten German territory 
by the· now unavoidable inactivity of the police authorities, by mak
ing the Sudeten Germans themselves responsible for the maintenance 
of public order through cutting down the State police stage by stage. 
He desired a reconstruction of the State. He would not adopt the 
terminology "National State or Nationalities State," since previously 
he had never spoken of a N' ation~l State, which the Constitution did 
not' do either, but in practice that was what it was to come to. He 
wanted to open conversations with the Sudeten German Party as 
.early as possible, but to begin them confidentially, in order that 
parties and pres~ might not interfere. The Sudeten German ;party 
was to state what it demanded; he would say what he could do. Each 
side might keep something in reserve for itself. Of the known de
mands of the Sudeten German Party, self-government, a share in the 
political life and administration of the State, were concepts over 
which an understanding could be reached. What was meant by 
"compensation" had still to be explained to him. Of course, the 
eight pointsiiO from Henlein's Karlsbad speech must be discussed. It 
would soon become clear whether the Sudeten German Party. really 
wished to achieve practical results. If so, he would be at pains at 
once to bring every point on which agreement had been achieved to 
realization, without waiting for the full results. If not, then he 
would have to give up this attempt to reach internal peace. Only 

• They- bad been announced by the Prime Minister to take place early in 
June and a further postponement of them bad been rumored in the middle 
of April ; see p. 88, paragraph bearing footnote 53. The first elections were ulti· 

- - mately held on May 22. 
• See document No. 135, p. 242. 
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the Sudeten German question was a matter of vital importance to 
the State; compared with it the Hungarian, Polish, Ruthenian, and 
even the Slovak questions 51 were of little account. 

From among Hodza's observations I would pick out one, which 
relate.s to the integrity in negotiation of the Sudeten Germalll Party. 
Do the leaders of the Sudeten German Party desire the settlement 
[Ausgleich] on the basis of equality of rights, or will they only 
make a pretense of negotiating and keep raising new demands so 
as to make an agreement impossible, and then call for help from 
t.he Reich¥ This is the question that is being put everywhere, by the 
press, by politicians, and by diplomats. And it is· suspected by_ 
the overwhelming majority that the question is to be answered in 
the negative, as conversely it seems generally to be assumed that the 
Sudeten German Party only acts on instructions from th~ Reich 
Government and that every point in Henlein's Karlsbad speech has 
been dictated by Berlin. 

If, however, in spite of a Czech offer of complete equality of rights 
the negotiations should break down, not. perhaps, as would still be 
perfectly conceivable, on account of sabotage by the Czechs, but 
owing to the attitude of the Sudeten German Party, then not only 
the blame for it would be laid upon our shoulders, while the Czechs 
would have won over public opinion in foreign countries, but also 
it would no longer be possible to prevent the tension within the 
country from exploding. 

The only method that I can see of lessening the tension lies in 
speedily carrying out the negotiations up to the point at present 
attainable, with appropriate support from our press and our radio. 
This would not, of course, bring any final solution either to the 
problem of nationalities or indeed to the problem of German-Czech 
relations. But by interposing a transitional period it might be pos
sible to facilitate the development of events at a quieter tempo, while 
retaining full freedom to negotiate. 

EISENLOHB 

[Longhand note by Altenburg:] Add for Volksdeutsche' Mittel-· 
stelle: Reference is being made to the conversation with Legation 
Counselor Hencke and to the other confidential discussions held in 
the last few days on the above question. · 

•• I.e., the political status of theRe national minorities In Czechoslovakia. 
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No.l59 
120/68139 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker J for the 
Foreign Minuter 

BERLIN, May U, 1938. 

Both the United States Ambassador52 and the Italian Charge 
d'Affaires 53 called on me today with reference to ·the Czechoslovak 
problem. I replied in the familiar manner, but in somewhat more 
detail to the Italian, concerning the British Ambassador's recent visit 
to the Reich Minister. I dropped a remark to both diplomats that, 
according to information we had received, certain individuals in the 
Prague Government, in military circles, and also 'in the diplomatic 
service of Czechoslovakia, were desirous of directing matters toward 
a European crisis for fear of the automatic chemical process of dis
integration of Czechoslovakia. I perceived in this a critical and 
dangerous symptom of the present situation. Ambassador Wilson, 
who is traveling to Paris today for the week end, asked me point
blank whether I was alluding to Osusky, the Czech Minister in Paris. 
I replied that I could not but fear_ that Osusky was not far removed 
from such ideas. 

WEIZSACKER 

No.l60 
1613/386748 

The Supreme Headquarters, the W ehrmacht, to the 
Foreign Minutry 

SECRET 

No. 2610/38 g Ausl_Id. 
SUPREME IIEADQUARTERS, THE WEHIWACHT, 

BERLIN, May 17, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1205 g (V)) 

To the Foreign Ministry through Foreign Ministry represent
.ative.M 

Intelligence Dire«torate learns from a reliable source: . 
A conference took place at the house of Marshal Rydz Smigly56 

on May 12 between the Ambassadors Lukasiewicz (Paris), Dr. Papee 
(Prague), Lipski (Berlin), the President of the Republic, and For

. eign 1\finister Beck. The conference considered what decision to take 

• Mr. Hugh R. Wilson, 1938-39. 
a'Count Massimo Magistrati . 
.. i.e., the Foreign Ministry representative at the Wehnm~ehe Headquarters. 
• Marshal Edward Smigly-Rydz, Chief of the Polish Armed Forces, 1936-39. 

' 
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regarding Poland's attitude toward Czechoslovakia in view of an 
appeal by the French Ambassador, Noel, in favor of Czechoslovakia. 

The appeal of France was rejected, the opinion being expressed 
that the view of Ambassador Lipski was the most securely founded. 
Lipski pointed out that Poland's position in regard to Germany 
would undergo considerable deterioration if she were to adopt a 
positive attitude toward Czechoslovakia. Lukasiewicz was instructed 
to state in Paris that Poland .. was pursuing in regard to Czechoslo
vakia a policy dictated exclusively by considerations of security and 
had at present no interest in a military guarantee. 

For the Chief of the Supreme Headquarters, the W ehrmacht: 
ScHELLER 

[Marginal note:] Information regarding source has been requested. 

No.l61 
120/68141 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No.144 of May 17 PRAGUE, May 17,1938-12:50 p.m. 
Received May 17,1938-2:20 p.m. 

Krofta gave me confirmation of the press report according to which 
he had made written reply to the British and French demarches of 
May 7.56 Purport was substantially that Czechoslovak Government 
would deal with nationalities question with utmost expedition, and 
would initiate conversations on draft statute51 with representatives 
of nationalities, especially German, before its publication. These 
discussions were to begin during current week and, indeed, not only 
with deputies but also with Henlein himself. Benes, too, wished to 
get into personal contact with latter in near future. 

Krofta further related that the wildest rumors of an imminent 
attack by Germany had been current at the Geneva meeting,5s and 
expressed considerable anxiety in regard to affair of subversive leaf-· 
lets alleged to have been circulated by Sudeten German Party. He 
agreed, however, with me that this sort of thing should ~ot be ~xag
gerated but had best be ignored. 

EI.SENLOHB 

"'See documents Nos. 149 and 157, pp. 261 and 274. 
"The draft Minorities or Nationalities Statute; see footnote 81, p. 206, and 

footnote 41, p. 215. 
• Of the League of Nations Councll from May 9 to 15. 
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No.l62 
1339/353292-95 

T'M German Amba8sador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Minutry 

RV 47/5. 38 'v ARSAw, May 11, 1938. 
(Pol. V 3826) 

In continuation of telegram No. 29 of May 14, 1938 (Pol. V 3705) ."9 

Subject: Poland's attitude to the Czechoslovak question. 
POLITICAL REPORT 

As I already reported in my telegram of the 14th instant and as 
has now been confirmed by further observations, the report from 

- Prague in the BerliMr Tageblatt mentioned in your telegram No. 83 
of the 12th instant,69 according to which Poland in a gi'Ven case 
"would act in accordance with her own interests," may be traced to 
a report of the Warsaw representative of the United Press, who in 
his tum_ had received his information from the Deputy Director of 
the Press Department of the Polish Foreign Ministry. If, therefore, 
we are not dealing with an official announcement, the utterance in 
question should still correctly represent the views of the Polish 
Government. Certain indications even go far to prove that the 
phraseology alluded to was circulated by the Polish Foreign Ministry 
as a general directive "for the language to be held." 

For the rest, the reports constantly appearing in the press that 
pressure has been exerted by France to obtain from Poland a formal 
statement regarding her attitude in the event of an armed conflict 
between Germany and Czechoslovakia, are not, so far as I have been 
able to establish, correct. It is quite true that, alike in Paris and in 
Warsaw, serious conferences have taken place with a view to bringing 
Polish policy into line with French policy in the Czechoslovak ques· 
tion. But, so far as my information goes, it is only a matter of modi· 
fying Polish anti·Czech propaganda, while the question of support· 
· ing France in the event of her coming to the assistance of Czecho· 
slovakia has so far not been brought up. "We have not yet got as 
far as that," was the answer of the French Ambassador here 80 to a 
friend when a. question to that effect was put to him. In view of 
their ~irations for Teschen in Silesia,80• of which the Poles now 

• Not printed. 
• LOOn Noel, 1935-39 . 
.. The southern part of the frontier Duchy of Teschen, formerly in Austrian 

Silesia, had been assigned to Czechoslovakia on July 28, 1920, by the Conference 
of Ambassadors in Paris, although the Polish population greatly outnumbered the 
Czech. The portion of the Teschen area handed over to Czechoslovakia included 
the important coal-mining district of Karvinna. (See also document No. 506, 
p. 816.) 
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hardly make any secret, it is, of course, barely imaginable that Poland 
would at the same time agree to assume an obligation to protect the 
integrity of Czechoslovakia: 

For the rest, as regards the efforts of France to exert a moderating 
influence upon Poland's anti-Czech attitude, it appears that the 
French have made use of the argument that the destruction of 
Czechoslovakia would render French support of the Polish ally, 
which might become necessary in the future, uncommonly difficult, 
if not absolutely impossible. And they clearly did not omit to point 
out that t.he example of Czechoslovakia might produce serious reper
cussions upon the attitude of the minorities in Poland: "And, in fact, 
the demand of the Ukrainians for autonomy publicized in the mean
time61 shows that such dangers do exist. What, however, manifestly 
most distresses the French is the· fact that the attitude hitherto 
maintained by Poland must in the public view create the impression 
that there does exist a line of action agreed upon with Germany. 
In fact, how little successful French efforts have been to bring about 
even a moderation of anti-Czech propaganda is clear from a glance 
at the Polish press of the last few days. Now, as before, the papers 
supporting the Government give the greatest prominence to re
proaches and complaints about the oppression of the Polish minority 
in Czechoslovakia. Side by side and with evident design, the reports 
from Berlin depict a mood of firm determination on the part of 
Germany to force through now a final solution of the Sudeten Ger
man question under any circumstances. 

The Czechoslovak :Minister, 1\{. Slavik, has also taken steps here 
during the last few days to bring about a detente. l\1. Beck62 is said 
to have been particularly amiable in his conversation with .M. Slavik, 
but, to the thrice-repeated request for an intervention against the 
anti-Czech press campaign, is said t.o have replied that he would 
discuss it with his press chief. As already mentioned, there has been 
no change in practice. 

On the other hand, the Czechoslovak Minister seems to have found 
a more favorable atmosphere with Vice Premier Kwiatkowski; who 
is not generally in the habit of receiving diplomats, but who had a · 
lengthy conversation with 1\{. Slavik. This probably was mafnly 
about economic questions, particularly the increased utilization of 
Gdynia as a Czech export harbor. But the political sphere was also 

• About May 11 a meeting of the Central Committee of the Ukrainian National 
Democratic Organization at Lvov decided to abandon cooperation with the 
Pollsh Government and demanded an autonomous regime for the Ukrainians 
of eastern Galicia. 

• Polish Foreign l\Iinl!;ter, 1932--39. 
197664-411--'Vol, U-24 
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obviously touched upon and, moreover, in a way but little gratifying 
to us. M. Kwiatkowski, so I learn from a generally well informed 
source, is said to have stated to :U. Slavik that he considered the 
dispute about the Teschen region barren, for a correct frontier 
demarcation simply did not exist. Both countries, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, must fully realize what they had lost by the Austrian 
Anschluss to the Reich, and it was now high time for them to get 
together to make good these losses by active cooperation. 

In view of the growing influence of the Vice Premier and his close 
ties with the President, this attitude of M. Kwiatkowski, diverging 
from the Beck policy, deserves special attention. 

No.l63 
F13/307-314 

Memqrandum by the Foreign Minister 

RM219 

The French Ambassador, Fran~,;ois-Poncet, called on me today at 
noon in order to communicate the following: 

He had not been instructed by his Government to undertake any 
sort of demarche with me in regard to the Czechoslovak question, 
but he would merely like, as agreed between us, to discuss a few 
points with nie after my return from Italy.63 The [British] Am
bassador, Henderson, had acquainted him with the broad outline of 
his conversation with me. He had gained the impression from it that 
I was skeptical in regard to the energy with which the French Gov
ernment had intervened in Prague for a settlement of the Sudeten 
German question. He could assure me that the French Government, 
as also the British Governme.nt, would do everything to contribute 
to a settleme~t of the Sudeten. German problem. In my conversation 
with Sir Nevile Henderson I had apparently indicated the eight 
points of Henlein's Karlsbad speech 84 as a basis for negotiations. 
He very much hoped that an agreement would come about between 
Prague and Henlein. · 

I replied to the French Ambassador that Henlein's speech seemed 
very reasonable to me. I could not, however, define my attitude with 
regard~to his individual demands. Henderson indeed characterized 
them as a basis for negotiation. Henlein himself had characterized 
his demands as the absolute minimum which he must have for satis-

• See footnote 7, p. 261. 
• See document No. 135, p. 242. 
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faction. In any ca~>e it seemed to me purposeless to endeavor to 
strive for a hollow compromise which would not eliminate the diffi· 
culties. I very much hoped, moreover, that Prague would see reason. 
The latest press reports on incidents in Czechoslovakia were ce~ainly 
making me skeptical again. Germany was endeavoring to s~cure a 
peaceful settlement of the Sudeten problem, and would welco:rn~ it if 
Br~tain and France exerted their influence in Prague in order to pro
mote a reasonable settlement. It was not for Germany to negotiate 
with Czechoslovakia. The Sudeten German question was rather a 
matter between the German group and the Prague Government, 

Fran<;ois-Poncet replied in a cautious and very conciliatory man· 
ner that he was extremely anxious in regard to a possible Germa.n
Czech conflict, the consequences of which were incalculable. 

I answered that the German attitude to th.e Sudeten German ques .. 
tion was simple and was certainly known to him. The FUhrer had, 
in his Reichstag...speech of February 20,611 stated that he could no 
longer tolerate the continued oppression of Germans on the Reich 
frontiers. The entire German people stood behind this resolve. The 
German Government hoped that no further acts of provocation 
against German racial entity would occur from· the Czechoslovak 
side, for the situation which would arise therefrom would be grave. 
I had lately read in some French newspapers that France would 
"march" in the event of a German-Czech conflict. Threats of this 
kind seemed irresponsible to me; moreover, he, Poncet, knew full well 
from experience that they left the FUhrer and ourselves completely 
cold. I could not, however, imagine that France would conjure up a 
world war in order to maintain intolerable conditions in Czechoslo
vakia, for there was no justification for such interference. A war for 
the preservation of a state of affairs in which an unarmed majority 
in the Czechoslovak State was held subject by an armed minority 
would defy all the principles of democracy so highly prized by 
France. I had no need to tell him, Poncet, how Germany would reply 
to an attempt of such a character. 

Fran~ois-Poncet attempted to dismiss my reference to the French 
press reports concerning military action against Germany by remark· 
ing that journalists always wrote wild stories. (There were sca~ps 
among them who for 500 francs a month were ready to serve up any 
sensation.) 

I replied that press reports of this sort might, howevert have truly 
fatal consequences. If German-French relations were surveyed from 
a higher vantage point, it seemed to me that the German attitude was 

• See footnote 83, p. 139. 
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clear and simple. Germany had no territorial claims on France, as 
the FUhrer had unequivocally declared. Through the agreement with 
Belgium,66 GermJ.ny had made a further contribution toward pacifi· 
cation in the West. Our naval treaty with Great Britain67 pointed 
in the same direction. On the other sidA the Sudeten German prob
lem must be solved. It seemed to me grotesque that Germany and 
France should wage a war over this question. To begin with, the 
Czechoslovak question seemed to me to be, from the military strategic 
standpoint, of completely $Ubordinate interest to France today, for 
as far as the German Army was concerned it was no longer a military 
problem at all. The power of resistance of Czechoslovakia, in her 
position between Austria and Silesia, seemed to me to be comparable 
with that af a hollow nut. Besides, a handful of Hussites with Com
munist leanings constituted, in my opinion, no serious problem other
wise for German-French relations. I could not imagine that two 
lions would come to blows over a Czech mouse. This seemed to me, in 
actual fact, no fitting objective for the two great armies. In any 
case, Germany must regard any intervention by France as a war of 
aggression and conquest directed against Germany, and would act 
accordingly. The entire German people would rise ns one man and 
world opinion would be fully and entirely with Germany. 

Fran~ois-Poncet .replied that he regarded the Czechoslovak prob
lem in a somewhat different light. }~ranee had concluded with that 
State an alliance88 which was binding upon her. If, therefore, the 
German armies marched into Czechoslovakia, France would be faced 
with the question how she ought to act. Furthermore, in the event 
of a German-Czechoslovak conflict, Hungary would certainly inter
vene, and as a result Rumania and Yugoslavia would also come into 
the picture. The danger existed that a great world conflagration 
might break out in consequence. Britain, too, would probably be 
drawn in. He hoped, however, that this eventuality would never 
occur but that it would be possible to reach a reasonable settlement. 
'fhe French Government had no intention of intervening in Berlin, 
but it had been agreed that the British Ambassador, whom we prob
ably preferred, should arrange a discussion on the Sudeten German 
question. He was copscious that a step on his own part would only 
be received with distrust in Berlin. 

• Apparently the German declaration to Belgium of October 14, 1937, under· 
taking to respect Belgian neutrality and to come to her assistance in the event 
of an unprovoked attaek. 

"'The Anglo-German Naval Treaty concluded on June 18, 19.%, provhling for a 
limitation of na\·alarmnment~ and c>Xt>hungP nf nu,·nl infnrmution. 

• ~ dut'lliJit'llt !So. 2, p. 10. 
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I contradicted Fran~ois-Poncet and replied that I talked with him 
just as readily as with Sir Nevile Henderson. On a further remark 
by the Ambassador regarding acts of provocation in the Czechoslovak 
question, I interjected that I hoped France had not sold hers~lf out· 
and-out to the Czech Hussites so that she would have to spring to 
her feet at every Czech act of provocation. 

Poncet answered that this was just the difficulty, because the 
Czechs would, of course, always maintain that the Sudeten Germans 
had given the provocation, while the Germans would maintain the 
converse (the French obligation of assistance exists, a~ is well known, 
for the contingency of an "unprovoked attack"). . 

I replied to Fran~ois-Poncet that the Sudeten Germans had, during 
many years, undoubtedly given the whole world proof of their for
bearance in the face of continual Czech provocation. In the eyes of · 
the world, therefore, a Sudeten German act of provocation hardly ex
isted for discussion. In Britain, too, for example, people were very in
dignant over the treatment of the .Sudeten Germans during recent 
years. In concluding this topic, I left the Ambassador at any rate 
in no doubt that any intervention by France in a German-Czech · 
conflict would at once bring 75 million Germans into action. The 
leaders of the great French Army were certainly too sensible to 
embark on an adventure for a problem of secondary importance and 
to come to blows with the German Army on its account. He, Poncet, 
who was always considered to be exceptionally well informed, doubt
less had a clear understanding of the fact that hundreds of thousands 
of Frenchmen would lose their lives without their soldiers succeeding 
in setting foot on German soil. I begged him in any case to leave 
his Government in no doubt as to the attitude of the FUhrer in this 
question, which was shared by the entire 75 millions of German 
people. 

Frati~ois-Poncet then went on to speak of Mussolini's speech in 
Genoa,1111 which he characterized as very regrettable.- It was not 
known what Mussolini really wanted, as he was now again suddenly 
attacking France in every connection. 

I contradicted the French Ambassador and pointed out thaS, ac
cording to newspaper reports, the Franco-Italian negotiations70 had 
been continued by means of a new conversation between Ciano and 

• The public speech made on 1\lay 15, 1938, in which he defended the Italian · 
attitude to the Austrian Anschluss, criticized the policies of Britain and France 
toward Italy, and affirmed Axil! solidarity in the event of war. 

"Negotiations for the regularization of relationR between France ,and Italy 
had been begun on April 16 in !tome between· M. Blontlel (.lfrench Charge 
d'AII'aire~ in Rome) and Ciano, and were resumed on April 29 after Blondel's 
return to Pari~ to report. 
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Blondel Fran!;ois-Poncet bitterly complained that Daladier had 
been caused great difficulties as a result of the above-mentioned 
speech. The danger existed that he would soon fall, and that a new 
Popular Front government would take his place. 

I declared to Fran~ois-Poncet that I found Mussolini's speech to 
be perfectly intelligible, and referred him especially to the conclud
ing sentences, in which he had demonstrated that, judging by certain 
utterances, as for instance those of the American Secretary of War,n 
the democracies were possibly preparing a war against the authori
tarian states. 
Fran~is-Poncet replied that, before the Mussolini speech, he had 

hoped to begin conversations soon with Germany, too. He had 
thought, among other things, of confirming Belgian neutrality by 
means of a pact between the four or five Powers jointly. He had 
further considered a declaration regarding the neutrality of Switzer
land, and possible declarations by the statesmen of the four Great 
Powers in regard to a certain limitation of armaments. Should the 
four great European States for once cooperate in any way at all 
concerning these questions, this fact alone would work wonders. 

I replied to him that it was necessary to call a halt to the campaign 
which, during the last weeks, had again been conducted against 
the authoritarian states in the French, British, and American press. 
If the atmosphere were cleared in this respect it would be easier to 
work toward the goal which he had in mind, the attainment of which 
I, too, would most warmly welcome. I supported my statements 
regarding the Pl'eS!> with a few examples from the American press, 
and added that the Mussolini speech seemed to me to be merely an 
answer to provocation of that type. 
Fran~ois-Poncet insisted that l!ussolini's speech meant a step back

wards, but he expressed his hope for renewed negotiations. He 
agreed, moreover, with me that it was first of all for Prague to take 
the initiative to bring about a reasonable settlement of the Sudeten 
German question. 

RmBENTBOP 

BEBLIN, liay 17, 1938. 

n Mr. Harry H. Woodririg; this refers presumably to the address on 1\Iay 5 to 
the United States Chamber of Commerce, in which he gave a warning that con
tinued aggression by the dictatorships might drive the democracies to war and 
that the United States must be prepared. 
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No.l64 
1613/386750 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eiaenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M iniatry 

STRICTLY SECRET 

URGENT 

No. 147 of May 18 
For the State Secretary. 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, May.18, 1938-8 p.m. 
Received May 18, 1938-9 :45 p.m. 

(Pol. I 1210 g (IV)) 

On May 17 Wannemacher, editor in chief of the central organ of 
the Sudeten German Party, Zeit, gave the following information to 

~ Stranik, representative of the Berliner Tageblatt, regarding direc
tions given by Sudeten German leaders as to line to be followed by 
journalists in immediate future: 

Reports about Czechoslovakia cannot be trenchant enough. No 
favorable opinions are to be given space, not even those derived from 
the Czech Agrarian press. Negotiations between Sudeten German 
Party and Government will not take place. Autonomy demand is 
long out of date. Even if Government were willing to give it of its 
own free will, Sudeten German Party would no longer accept it. 
Aim is plebiscite, and they will strive for it with all their might. 
Wannemacher counters Stranik's objection that he has received cOil- . 
trary instructions from editorial department of Berliner Tageblatt 
by pointing out all authoritative Reich-German quarters approved 
attitude communicated by Wannemacher. Stranik was not to con
tinue learning Czech, as march-in is expected in near future. Wanne
macher further observed he had issued instructions in the above sense · 
to contributors to the Zeit, who at the same time reported for 
Viennese papers. · 

These dir~tives given out only yesterday by Wannemacher in no 
way correspond with instructions transmitted to me today by 
Counselor of Legation Hencke, regarding tactics to be adopted until 
further notice. Suggest informing Volkadeutache Mittelatelle with a 
view to further directives. Kindly telegraph instructions. 

EISEN[ou:a 

[Longhand note:] Copy sent to SS-Obergruppenfuhre'r Lorenz for 
RM in accordance with wishes of [Dr. KordtW]. 
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No.l65 
11141/435045 

The German 1/oreign Ministry to Certain German Missi01l8 .Abroacl 

· STRICI'LY CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, }fay 18, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3290) 

To German Embassies in London, Washington, Paris, Rome, 
Warsaw; and Legations in Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest. 

The Foreign Ministry has lately been informed on several occa
sions that there are certain individuals in the Czechoslovak Govern
ment, as well as in the Czech Army and in the Prague Diplomatic 
Service, who take a pessimistic view of the further development of 
the Czech question. They fear an automatic, as it were, chemical 
process of dissolution of the territory of the Czech State, in the face 
of which French eagerness for the alliance might gradually flag. 
Owing to this anxiety these persons are inclined to force the Czech
Sudeten German problem by an attitude of intransigence and to steer 
toward an international European crisis. 

The "foregoing information is confirmed by certain observations 
made by the German Legation in Prague. The danger of such a 
policy renders it desirable that we should give particular attention 
to such tendencies. I should, therefore, be grateful for suitable 
observations and for a report. .:A.t the same time it seems expedient 
in diplomatic conversations to draw the attention of the outside 
world cautiously to thes~ developments. 

For the :Minister: 
BIBMA1tCK 

No.l66 
120/68153 . 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

SECRET BERLIN, May 19, 1938. 

· The Hungarian Minister12 reveJ;ted today, as usual, to thesubject 
of his country's probable attitude when the Czechoslovak question 
started moving. He wanted to show that a conflict between Germany 
and Qzechoslovakia could not "' localized, but that Hungary also 
would in that case have to act, and act promptly. 

I replied to the Minister that the complex possibilities of the politi
cal course of a crisis between Germany and Czechoslovakia could, 

11 Di:ime Szt6jay, 193rr44. 
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·after all, not be anticipated to the same extent in terms of mobiliza~ 
tion, as was perhaps customary at military deliberations in definite 
and clear-cut cases of war. The political course was usually such 
that it continually needed to be readapted to the position, of the 
moment. I · 

As the Minister again brought up his favorite theme, namely, a 
Hungarian-Yugoslav agreement73 in view· of the possibility of a 
Hungarian-Czechoslovak conflict, I told him briefly that our Minister 
in Belgrade had recently broached once more the matter there, but 
so far had called forth no response. 

WEIZSACKE~ 

No.l67 
2369/494485 

Minute by an Official of Political Division IV ( Altenbur:g )" 

MINUTE 

( zu Pol. IV 3509) 
Herr Karmasin 74 had a talk with me yesterday and states his 

reason was the wish for political instructions. I declined to comply 
with his request and referred him to the Volksdeutsehe Mittelstelle, 
to which he had already been recommended by the V.D.A.711 Herr 
Karmasin thereupon remarked curtly that a mood of great excite· 
ment prevailed among the Racial-Germans in Czechoslovakia and all 
clamored for annexation to the Reich. He did not ask to be received 
by the State Secretary; as things are, it would have been pointless 
to make this request. In view of the fact that Henlein is also known 
to be the leader of the Carpathian Germans;ro Herr Karmasin must 
adhere in principle to Henlein's instructions and utterances. His 
visit to the Foreign Ministry is therefore a case of lack of discipline 
and self-importance which there is no need to encourage. 

Pass to Prince Bismarck77 for information. 
ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, May 19, 1938. 

"This question had been mooted in Hungarian Government circles since late 
1937, the Hungarian idea being to secure Yugoslav neutrality in the eveRt of a 
Hungarian-Czechm;Jovak conflict, in return for Hungarian renunciation of her 
revisionist claims a~:ainst Yugoslavia. · 

14 J..eader of" the German minority in Slovakia. 
•• Yerein fiir daB Deutschtutn irn Awlland, i.e., the organization for the protec· 

tlon and expansion of German minorities abroad. Originally a cultural organi· 
zation dating from Imperial times, it appears later to have been fused with the 
Yolklldeutsche .Mittelstelle, the political organization dealing with German minor!· 
ties abroad. However, the relations of these bodies to each other and to the 
Auslandsorganisation (the Party organization responsible for Reich-Germans 
living abroad) are obscure. 

'"I.e., the German minority In Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia. 
" Deputy head of the Political Department of the Foreign Ministry, 
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No.l68 
664/257291-93 

Minute by the Pre:Jident of the Secret Cabinet Council (Neurath) 

(Pol. II 1528) 
During a meeting with the French Ambassador on the occasion 

of a social function, the latter began by giving vent to sharp com~ 
. plaints about Mussolini's speech in Genoa.'8 It was his conjecture 
that the tone and subject matter of this speech had been influenced 
by the FUhrer's visit'19 which had preceded it. I rejected this imj>U~ 
tation with the utmost emphasis and said to him that it would be 
much more natural to look for the explanation in the attitude of the 
French Government, and in particular of the French press, on the 
occasion of the F..iihrer's visit to Rome. Mussolini's attitude to the 
Spanish question was certainly not unknown in Paris, and it would 
be absurd to assume that he would alter this simply because it was 
suddenly felt desirable in Paris to seek for a rapprochement with 
Italy.80 In my opinion it was only logical and justified that Musso· 
lini had drawn attention to the difficulties attendant upon such an 
understanding, which lay just in the attitude of France toward the 
Spanish Civil War. M. Poncet attempted to explain his evident an~ 
noyance at my objections by saying that abroad people took the 
French press much too seriously and thus put difficulties in the way 
of the good intentions entertained by M. Daladier of opening a way · 
to an understanding with Germany by means of an understanding 
with Italy. 
~fter these observations, however, M. Poncet went on to speak of 

the Czech question. He wanted to know from me what intentions 
we had toward Czechoslovakia. I told him that these had been given 
a clear .enough expression by the FUhrer in his speeches. It was un
bearable that the German minorities in Czechoslovakia should be 
discriminated against and ill-used as they had been up till the present. 
If now, after the events in Austria, they made their voices heard more 

· distinctly and demanded a change in the policy pursued in Prague, 
it was only natural. For the rest, the policy of oppression carried 
on for years against the German minorities in Czechoslovakia by 
.M. Benes with French support and his policy of hostility toward the 
GermallReich were now bearing their fruit. That the German Reich 
would not put up forever with M. Benes' conduct, inspired as it was 
by megalomania, had been pointed out by me for a long time, and 

" See footnote 69, p. 287. 
"Hitler paid a state visit to Italy from May 3 to 9. 
• See footnote 70, p. 287. 
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particularly in conversations with the Czech Minister. If Paris and 
London were now beginning to understand the danger inherent in 
the Central European situation, nothing was more obvious than that 
they should advise their friend in Prague to change his conduct. On 
M. Poncet's observing that this had taken place during the last week, 
I said to him that, apart from the fact that it was not yetknown , 
how far the Czechs intended to follow this advice, I was convinced 
that this single step in Prague would in no way suffice. We had had 
thoroughly bad experiences with Czech promises, and it was a long 
way from the giving of an assurance by M. BeneS to the implement~ 
ing of that assurance. London and Paris now had it in their power 
to decide whether matters would develop along peaceful lines or 
whether one Jay brea:tcing point would be reached. · 
. M. Poncet then attempted to dt:,lpict the dangers of a European 
war by observations about the firm intention of the French Govern
ment to fulfill its engagements under the alliance in the event of an 
armed interVention by Germany in Czechoslovakia, and about the 
intervention of Britain, which in his view must be confidently ex
pected. I confined myself to repeating that the key for a peaceful 
development in Central Europe was to be found in Paris and London. 

BARON VON NEURATH 

BERLIN, May 19, 1938. 



CHAPTER III 

THE MAY CRISIS AND ITS REPERCUSSIONS 

No. 169 
120/68154 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

URGENT· 

HOST SECRET 

No. 148 of :May 20 
For the State .Secretary. 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, May 20, 1938-12:52 p.m. 
Received :May 20, 1938-2:05 p.m. 

Foreign .Minister has just informed me by telephone that the 
Czechoslovak Government are perturbed by reports of concentration 
of troops in Saxony. I returned an interim reply that there were · 
absolutely no grounds for anxiety, but request that investigations be 
made and that I be informed by· telegram of result. 

Nervousness on part of Government here presumably heightened 
by fresh Italo-French tension and continuing incidents between 
Sudeten Germans and Czechs, which occurred again last night, par
ticularly in Prague and BrUnn. 

EISENLOHR 

No.l70 
120/68156-li'l 

Memo'l'andum by the State Secretary (Weizslicker) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, :May 20, 1938. 

The Czech Minister called on me today. He began the conversa
tion by saying that he bad really wished to speak to the Reich }fin
ister. Re then made optimistic statements concerning the good 
intentions of his 'Government. The question of the Nationalities 
Statute82 was approaching solution, even though the parliamentary 
formalities had to be taken into account. 

'"See footnote 41, p. 275, and document No. 161, p. 281. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 295 

The conversation then got sidetracked for some time in matters 
of detail. ~I. Mastny complained about the attached article 83 in the· 
Westdeutsoher Beobaohter by Heinz Kleiss, who had offended.against 
the most important obligations of a foreign correspondent ias laid 
down by our Reich Press Chief. I replied by drawing attl'ntion to 
new excesses in Prague against Sudeten Germans .. Mastny main
tained that the Czech police were already far too lenient, since they 
were instructed to overlook minor offenses. · 

When Mastny then spoke of great uneasiness in Prague, I re
proached him with the false allegations of German troop concentra
tions in Saxony. It was by means of such· reports which were ~ 
hawked round in the European capitals that systematic mischief
makers were obviously seeking to engineer a crisis. Thereupon 
Mastny maintained that troops had allegedly been moved toward the 
frontier in Silesia and northern Austria as well, and that orders 
were said to have been given for the SA and SS to hold themselves 
in readiness on May 21 and 22. This, in conjunction with the well
known leaflet affair of the 14th instant,84 made the Czech Govern
ment nervous, as could easily be understood. 

I declared to M. Mastny that this nervousness and all those ex
cesses and other occurrences which we had discussed could have been 
avoided if the Czech Government had not neglected their duty toward 
the Sudeten Germans during the last 20 years. M. Mastny did not 
deny such acts of neglect. I then went on to observe that all that 
had been said so far could merely lead to this conclusion: It's up to 
you, Prague ! If Prague did not now let things slide or do them 
by halves, then there would be no cause for uneasiness or any ground 
for fear; otherwise, I should certainly be pessimistic. 

WEIZSACKER 

Pol. IV (with the request for verification of the alleged SS and SA 
readiness, and also the troop movements m Silesia and, northern 
Austria). 

"Not printed . 
.. Apparently the incident of May 14, when a series of arrests were made by 

the Czech authorities In the towns of Bohemia and 1\Ioravia, resulting from the 
distribution of leaflets attacking the interests of the State and asserting that 
!•'ranee was an unreliable ally. . 
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No.l71 
2134/466976 

Minute by tl/,6 State Secretary (W eizsiicker) for the Foreign Mini.ater 

BERLIN, :May 20, 1938. 

The British Ambassador also called upon me today in connection 
with the alleged concentration of troops in Saxony (telegram, Prague 
No. 14:8).8$ After inquiries in the War :Ministry I told the Ambassa.~ 
dor that the report was pure nonsense; it was only on the training 
ground of Konigsbriick that detachments of any strength were pres
ent for their normal training. 

The Ambassador added to his report some general observations 
regarding his uneasiness regarding the further development of the 
Sudeten German question. 

WEIZSACKER 

No.l72 
120/68155 

Minute by 00'111n8elor of Legation Kessel in the Foreign Miidstry 
· for the State Secretary 

:Minute referring to Prague telegram No. 148 of :May 20.85 

Legation Counselor Altenburg has informed the Prague Legation 
· (Counselor of Legation Hencke) by telephone that the reports of 
concentration of troops in Saxony are "pure nonsense," according to 
information from the competent authorities, and that the Legation 
should notify the Czechoslovak Government accordingly. 

KEssEL 
BERLIN, :May 20, 1938. 

No.l73 
120/68178-75 

Memorandum by ai, Official of Political Division IV in the German 
· Foreign Ministry (Altenburg) for the State Secretary · 

The Czechoslovak lfinister called on the State Secretary this 
afternoon and stated that his Government had information that 
troops were concentrated in Saxony, Silesia, and Lower Austria, and 
that, further, in consideration of the. impending communal elections 

• .Document No. 169, p. 294. 
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in Czechoslovakia,88 SA and SS men were in readiness on the Ger
man-Czech frontier. 

As inquiries regarding troop concentrations in Saxony had already · 
been made of the High Command of the Army in consequence of 
telegram No. 148 from the German Legation in Prague,87 the State 

. Secretary was immediately able to reply to the Minister that this 
report had been characterized by the High Command as sheer non
sense. This notification has also been made by telephone to the 
German Legation in Prague for information and forwarding to the 
Prague Government. · 

As regards the troop concentrations in Silesia and Lower Austria, 
the necessary inquiries will also be made of the Ar-fny High 
Command. ·· 

With respect to the alleged preparation for action of SA and SS 
forces, the necessary inquiries have been made through SS-Ober
fuhrer Behrendt of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle; in the case of the 
SS they were made of SS-Gruppenfii.hrer Zech, as the representative 
of the Reichsfuhrer at the time,88 and, in the cas& of the SA, of the 
duty chief at the SA headquarters (name could riot.be stated). 
Both gentlemen declared that the reports ·concerning mobilization 
of SA and SS formations were pure invention and absolute nonsense. 

In accordance with the State Secretary's instructions I attempted· 
to seeM. M:astny, the Czechoslovak Minister, at his house in order to 
acquaint him with the result of the inquiries regarding the SA and 
SS. On being told that the Minister was at the moment with the 
Reich Minister, I placed Dr. Kordt,89 of the Reich Minister's office, 
in possession of the facts, and he thereupon made a report to the 
Reich Minister so that Herr von Ribbentrop . could himself, at the 
end of his conversation with the Czechoslovak Minister, give the 
latter the necessary reply regarding the SA and SS. I then tele
phoned the facts of the case to Herr Eisenlohr, the :Minister in 
Prague; he took the opportunity. to inform me that Prague was at 
the moment full of the most varied ruwors regarding troop concen
trations, and that the same inquiry as was addressed to him by the 
Czechoslovak Foreign Minister had also been addressed to the Hun
garian Minister in Prague.90 The Hungarian Minister had, lik!wise, 
after consultation with his Government, denied most· energetically 

11 See footnote 49, p. 278. 
•• Document No. 169, p. 294. 
11 I.e., the Reichsfiihrer-SS, Himmler. 
• Dr. Erich Km·dt, an official in the Reich Foreign Minister's Secretariat, not to 

be confused with his brother, Dr. Theodor Kordt, Counselor at the Embassy in 
London. · · · 

• Dr. Janos Wettstein de Westersheimb, 1933-39. 
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the information that Hungarian military forces were being assembled 
on the Czechoslovak frontier. 

Herr Eisenlohr requested that his thanks be communicated to the 
State Secretary for his speedy information on the matter in question. 

ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, May 20, 1938. 

.No.l74 
F6/0162-63 

Minute by the Foreign Minister 

Rll222 
Today I invited the Czechoslovak Minister to see me at 7:30 p.m. 

and made the following communication to him: 
Reports were at present becoming increasingly numerous of inci- . 

dents in the Sudeten German region and also in l 1rague, originating 
in Czech provocation. If there were a recurrence of such incidents, 
it might have very serious results. I therefore requested him urgently 
to advise his Government to do everything to prevent further provo
cation of the Sudeten Germans. As he knew from the speech of 
·the Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor,91 Germany could not quietly suffer 
any further oppression of her peQple. · 

It had fUiiher come to my notice that rumors were being circulated 
in Prague that Germany was assembling troops on the frontier and 
that units of SS and SA were being shttioned in readinE>ss. As thert' 
was not a word of truth in this, and as it was only from P1·ague that 
such rumors were disseminated, the suspicion could not fail to be 
aroused among us that the Czechoslovak Government was planning 
some measures of this kind and was trying to provide itself with an 
excuse by means of such rumors. If the existence of such tactics were 
to be confirmed, they could have only one result with the German 
Government, namely, that these troop concentrations, which Prague 
at least seemed not to desire, would take place with lightning speed. 
I thought it desirable that, if Prague wished for a peaceful develop
ment of events, a stop should be put to the dissemination of such 
rumors. 

In ~ further course of our conversation I left the Minister in no 
doubt that the present development of the Sudeten German problem 
might lead irresistibly to the most serious consequences. 

"Prt>snruably tll11t of J.'eha·nary 20, 1938; !'lee fuutnutt> 83, p. 139. 



GERlfASY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 299 

· The Czechoslovak Minister answered me that he would do every
thing to contribute toward a pacification. He hoped very much for 
a peaceful development. 

At a moment of peculiar tension such IJ.S the present he hoped that 
in general patience would be maintained. :: 

R [ JBBJ<:NTROP] 

RERUN, May 20, 1938. 

No.l75 
C34/000269-76 

Letter From the Chief of Suprerne Headquarte1•s, the Wehrmacht 
(Keitel) to the Fuhrer, E'nclosi11g Revi11ed Draft Directive for 
Operation "Green" 92 

1'0P SECRET, MILITARY THE CHu:F OF SuPREME HEADQUARTERS, 
ONf,Y 1'0 BE HANDJ,ED BY AN OFFICER THE WEHRMACHT, 

BERLIN, May 20,1938. 

MY FuHRER ! New strategic directions must be issued with effect 
from October 1, 1938 (beginning of the mobilization year for the 
Army), the political principles and assumptions for which it was 
your intention, my FUhrer, yourself to lay down. 

It is, however, necessary for the interim period to replace the sec
tion "Green" 93 of the strategic directive by a new version which takes 
account of the situation created by the incorporation of Austria in 
the German Reich and the most recent supposed plans of the Czech 
General Staff. 

A draft of this kind is attached. It has not yet been discussed 
with the Commanders in Chief. I intend to do this only when the 
main outline of the draft has been approved by you, my FUhrer, a~d 
will then again submit it for signature. 

Heil my Fuhrer I 
. KEITEL 

"'General Keitel d•·ew up a tir10t draft for the directive after a conference with 
Hitler whi<'h took place on <\pril 21. 'l'his is probably substantially as in docu
m~>nt No. 133, p. 239. 'l'he final dirE!<'tive for Operation "Green" was signed by 
HitiPr on May 30 anrlls rwlnterl ns em·losure to document No. 221, p. 357. • 

11 ~l'e footnote 54, p. 239. 
797664-49-vol. 11-25 
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TOP SECRET, MILITARY 

WIUTTENBYANOFFICER 

[Enclosure] 

ONLY TO BE HANDLED BY AN OFFICER 

BERLIN, 'May 20, 1938. 

: Draft for the Netto Directive "Green" (Interim) 

1) Political assumptiom: It is not my intention to smash Czecho
slovakia by military action in the immediate future without provoca
tion, unless an unavoidable development of the political conditions 
witldn Czechoslovakia forces the issue, or political events in Europe 
create a particularly favorable opportunity which may perhaps never 
recur. 

2) Political possibilities for commencing the operation: A sudden 
attack without Convenient outward excuse and without adequate 
political justification cannot be considered in the present circum
stances, in view of the possible results of such action. 

Operations will preferably be laun<;hed, either: 
a) after a period of increasing diplomatic controversies and tension 

linked with military preparations, which will.be exploited so as to 
shift the war guilt on the enemy. 

But even such a period of tension preceding the war will be termi
nated by sudden military action on our part with as much of the 
imrprise element as possible, alike in regard to time and extent, or 

b) by lightning action as tha result of a serious incident which 
will subject Germany to unbearable provocation and which, in the 
eyes of at least a part of world opinion, affords the moral justification 
for military measures. 

Case b) is more favorable, both from a military and a political 
point of view. . , 

3) Ooncl!usions for the preparation of Operation "Green," based 
on the possible cases mentioned in 2 a) and b) : 

a) For the military operation it is essential to create in the first 
4 days a strategic situation which demonstrates to enemy states which 
may wish to intervene the hopelessness of the Czech military position, 
and also provides an incentive to those states which have territorial 
claims upon Czechoslovakia to join in immediately against her. 

In this case the .intervention of Hungary and Poland against 
Czechoslovakia can be expected, particularly if France, as a result 
of Hiily's unequivocal attitude on our side, fears, or at least hesitates, 
to unleash a European war by intervening against Germany. In all 
probability attempts by Russia to give Czechoslovakia military sup· 
port are to be expected. 
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If concrete successes are not achieved in the first few days by land 
operations, a European crisis will certainly arise. 

b) Propaganda warfare ntust on the one hand intimidate the 
Czechs by means of threats and wear down their power of resistance; 
on the other hand it must give the ·national ·minorities indi~tions 
as to how to support our military. operations and influence the neu .. 
trals in our fa. vor. 

c) Economic warfare has the task of employing all available 
economic resources to hasten the final collapse of the Czechs.· . 

The opening of the propaga~~:da and economic campaign may pre-
cede military operations in point of time. 

I reserve to myself the determination of the appropriate zero date. 
4) Tasks of the Wehrmacht: · 
The preparations of the W ehrmaeht are to be carried out on the 

following principles: . · 
a) The whole weight of all forces must be employed in the invasion 

of Czechoslovakia. · 
b) In the West a minimum strength is to be provided as a rear 

cover which might possibly become necessary; the other frontiers in . 
the East against Poland and Lithuania are only to be held defen
sively; the Southern frontier to remain under observation. 

c) The army formations capable of rapid employment must force 
the frontier fortifications with speed and energy, and must break 
boldly into Czechoslovakia in the certainty that the bulk of. the 
mobile army will be brought up with all possible speed. I reserve 
to myself the decision of the moment for the invasion of .Czecho
slovakia. 

Preparations for this are to ·be made in such a way that the army 
formations most capable of rapid movement can cross the frontier 
at the same time as the Luftwaffe. 

The proposed timetable, which is attached in the annex,~" can 
serve as a guide for the preparatory work.911 

5) Ta8ka for the Bervicea of the Wehrmacht: 
a) Army. The basic principle of a first, surprise attack on Czecho

slovakia must not be prejudiced by the time unavoidably needed for 
transporting the bulk of the field army by rail, nor must the lllOre 
rapid deployment of the· Luftwaffe be wasted. . 

The first task for the Army is, therefore, to put into immediate 
action, simultaneously with the attack by the Luftwaffe, as many 
assault columns as can be more rapidly employed in view of their 
proximity to the frontier or of their motorization. 

"Not printed. 
• Marginal longhand note: "Drawn up together b7 Army and Luttwaf!e." 
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It must be the purpose of these thrusts to break into the Czech 
fortified lines at numerous points and in a strategically favorable 
direction, to penetrate them or to take them from the rear. For 
success cooperation with the Sudeten German frontier population, 
with. deserters from the Czechoslovak Army, with parachutists or 
air-home troops, and with units of the sabotage service is of 
importance. 

It will be the task of the bulk of the Army, by exploiting these 
first ~uccesses and the effect produced by the Lujf1l'af!e, to smash the 
Czechoslovak Army and to occupy Bohemia and 1\Ioravia as quickly 
as possible. 

The rear cover provided for the 1V est must be limited in quantity 
and quality in aCCQrdance with the present state of the fortifications. 

Whether the formations assigned for this purpose will be at once 
transferred to the Westem frontier or be held back for the time being 
will be decided by my special order. 

Preparations must, however, be made to enable security detach
ments to be brought up to the 1V estem frontier even during the 
deployment "Green." 

The remaining frontiers, as well as East Prussia, are only to be 
weakly guarded. According to the political situation. however, the 
tra.nsport of a. part or ·Of the bulk of the active forces of East 
Prussia by sea. to the Reich must be arranged. 

b) Luftwaffe. 1Vhile leaving .a. minimum force for a defensive , 
role in the West, the main strength of the Luftwaffe is to be em
ployed for a surprise attack against Czechoslovakia. The frontier 
is to be crossed by aircraft at the same time as it is crossed by the 
units of the Army (see No.5 a)). The most important task of the 
Luftwaffe is the destruction of the Czech Air Striking Force and its 
supply bases in the shortest space of time, to prevent its employment 
and, should the case arise, that of Russian a.nd French supporting 
forces against the German Army during its deployment and invasion, 
and against the German Lebf'nAraum.. 

The paralyzing of mobilization, of the conduct of civil affairs, and 
of the direction of the armed forc(',s, as well as delaying the deploy
ment of the Czech Army by attacks on its communication system, and 
on centers of mobilization and govemment, will also be of vital im
portance for the initial success of the Army. Where in the frontier 
regioiLStronger Czech Army formations may render a speedy and 
successful break-through of the German land attack doubtful, the 
employment of adequate air formations must be ensured. 
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As far as the course of operations at all permits, Czechoslovak 
industrial establishments are to be spared. Reprisal attacks upon 
the population are subject to my approval. 

l\fain areas for antiaircraft defense are to be organized in Berlin, 
the industrial region of Central Germany, and the Ruhr ~strict. 

c) The Navy. The Navy will take part in the operationS of the 
Army by the employment of the Danube flotilla. For this purpose 
the flotilla is placed under the command of the Commander in Chief 
of the Army. 

As regards the conduct of naval warfare, at first only such meas~ 
ures are to be taken as seem necessary for securing the North Sea 
and Baltic against a surprise intervention by other states in the con
flict. These measures are to be limited to the absolute essentials. 
Their concealment must be assured. 

In this it is of decisive importance to avoid all action which might 
adversely affect the political attitude of the European Great Powers. 

d) Economic warfare tasks. In economic warfare it is essential 
that in the sphere of armament industry a maximum deployment of 
forces should be made possible through increased supplies. 

In the course of military operations it is important to help to in
crease the total economic war effort by rapidly collecting information 
about important factories and setting them going again as soon as 
possible. 

For this reason the sparing-as far as military operations permitr-
of Czecl). industria! and engineering establishments may be of decisive 
importance for us. 

Z[EITZLER] 

No.l76 
1613/386749 

The Director of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

' STRICTLY SECRET BERLIN, May 20, 1938. 
BY HAND OF OFFICER ( ZU Pol. I 1210 g) 

For the attention of Counselor of Legation Altenburg. • 
Jl,eferring to telegram, Prague No. 147 of l\fay 18, 1938.96 
With reference to the above-mentioned telegram which has been 

handed in, it is requested that the following t~legraphic instructions 
be transmitted to the Legation in Prague: 

.. Document No. 1M, p. 289. 
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"I am instructed by SS-Obergroppenfuhrer Lorenzt7 to request that 
Wannemacher98 be reprimanded and be informed that his view is 
entirely erroneous. Eight Karlsbad points99 continue to form basis of 
policy. Utterances opposed to this are contrary to Reich policy. 
Henlein's instructions are to be awaited. 

Henlein's representative, Frank, is also to be informed accord
ingly.'' 

I should be grateful if this might be transmitted as promptly as 
possible. 

Heil Hitler! 

No.177 
120/68163-64 

DR. BEHRENDT 

SS-Oberfuhrer 

TluJ German Miniater in Ozechoslovalcia (Eiaenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M iniatry 

Telegl'IUI\ 

l.JRGENT PRAotJE, May 21, 1938--3:05 p.m. 
No. 153 of May 21 Received May 21, 1938-5:30 p.m. 

Krofta requested me to call on him at 10 o'clock this morning. He 
informed me that the Reich Foreign Minister told Mastny yesterday 
evening that if Czechoslovakia. continued to spread reports of German 
troop concentrations these might become a. reality. Foreign Minister 
had furthermore reminded him of FUhrer's ·words that he would not 
tolerate oppression and torture of Racial-Germans. 

Krofta. contmued that situation must be considered "fairly serious." 
Czechoslovak Government had information that large concentrations 
of troops were actually being massed on the frontier, some secretly. 
After our precise declarations of yesterday in Berlln and here that 
these reports were pure nonsense, Czechoslovak Government had . 
changed original plan to call up five classes and contented themselves 
with one cla.ss.1 He justified this measure by alleged necessity for 
creating requisite ba13is for State's authority in face of growing un
rest in "mixed language areas." There was nothing unusual in this. 
Thus Hungary had called up five classes 3 weeks ago, and Poland, 
too, had reinforced her troops some time back. 

"Head of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. 
• Editor of the principal Sudeten German daily, Die Zeit: see document No. 164, 

p. 289. 
• See document No. 185, p. 242 and footnote 59 thereto. 
1 On the afternoon of Friday the 20th, the Czechoslovak Government called up 

one class of reservists and certain technical apeclallsts. 
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Krofta further referred to Eger incident,2 where two Sudeten 
German farmers were shot down this morning by a gendarme from 
a motorcycle with sidecar. Both dead. Gendarme would be called 
to account. Krofta could not, however, tell me whether he had 
already been placed under arrest and brought UJl fc:>r trial. i Krofta 
had received no information regarding Komotau incident3 from local 
authorities. I drew attention to fact that this example showed how 
reinforcement of troops in frontier region must inevitably lead to 
similar or even worse occurrences. 

He promised me to keep telephone and telegraph communication. 
open with Berlin under all circumstances. 

Deputy Frank found Premier Hodza in despairing mood. Hour 
was probably deciding peace of Europe. He asked Frank whether 
latter was willing to aid him in saving situation, to which Frank 
answered in affirmative. Hodza's words: "You cannot allow your 
people to be shot dead by Czech soldiers any longer." Benes returns 
from Tabor this afternoon.' Everything will depend upon interview 
with him. Hodza asked Frank in confidence what he envisaged as 
possible final solution. Frank replied: complete federalizatic:>n, and 
in the event of its failure, a plebiscite. Hodza agreed unreservedly 
and declared that he intended to resign if BeneS did not side with 
him. From repeated statement that he did not wish to be rescued 
by anyone, it would certainly appear that he feels his life to. be 
threatened. Frank sees Hodza again at midday and will maintain 
closest contact with Legation in agreement with him. 

Have impression that at moment control of things has slipped 
from civil Government's grasp. Will report continuously. Advise 
for present against application of German measures, since no threat 
of any kind to Reich territory exists, until it has become clear here 
whether Czechoslovak Government can still do anything to restore 
calm, and if so, what. 

' ' 

EISENLOHR 

• Thi!! inctdent at Eger (Czech: Cheb) occul'l"ed on the evening of 1\Iay 20 
when two Sudeten German Party officials (according to the Czech account) or 
merely farmers (according to the German) on motorcycles were challenged by a 
Czechoslovak policeman. They refused to stop-according to the German version 
because they were not corre<;tly challenged-and were shot dead. IndigQAtlon 
led immediately to other exaggerated incidents, Including a tavern brawl out of 
which much was made. . 

• Apparently a reference to an incident at Komotau when a Sudeten German 
tax official used the Nazi greeting "Sieg Hell," which, though trivial, was made 
the occasion for considerable political agitation. · 

• Dr. Benel!i was at Tabor, his country house in south Bohemia, on the 21st and 
22d, and on the latter day made a speech there In which, declaring that the 
present was the most critical time since the Great. War, he made an appeal to all 
nationalities in the State to cooperate on the basis pf equality, and declared that 
C~hoslovakia was not afraid of the days ahead and was prepared for every
thing. 
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No.l78 
120/6820()-02 

The German Foreign Ministry to Certain German .~.lfissions Abroad 
Telegram 

IMMEDIATE BERLIN, May 21, 1938. 
(zu Pol. IV 3455) 

German Embassy, 
London, No. 146 

German Embassy, 
Washington, No. 132 

German Embassy, 
Paris, No. 177 

German Embassy, 
Rome, No. 167 

German Embassy, 
Warsaw, No. 91 

German Legation, 
Prague, No. 107 

German Legation, 
. Budapest, No. 82 

German Legation, 
Belgrade, No. 66 

German Legation, 
Bucharest, No. 116 

As you will be aware from the press reports which are in your 
possession also, incidents have occurred in increasing numbers in 
Sudeten German region of Czechoslovakia in course of last few days, 
by reason of which situation has been substantially aggravated. 
While serious clashes occurred yesterday at Komotau and Chodau, 
two Sudeten German farmers on a motorcycle were shot at without 
warning by Czech soldiers on orders from a Czech major at Eger 
yesterday evening. Both are dead. · 

Yesterday-obviously in order to shift responsibility-Czechoslo· 
vak Government made agitated inquiries, both of our Minister in 
Prague and here as well, regarding alleged troop concentrations in 
Saxony, Silesia, and Lower Austria and also regarding alleged state 
of alert for SA and SS on German·Czechoslovak frontier during 
week end. These allegations have been disseminated simultaneously 
by world press. All reports of this kind are pure invention. The 
Czechoslovak Minister and also the British Ambassador, on his 
making-inquiry, were informed of their erroneous nature. In spite 
of this the ·Czechoslovak Government has called up one class of 
reservists and also further specialists and technicians early today.11 

• See footnote 1, p. 304. 
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Czechoslovak Foreign Minister, who informed our Minister of this, 
added that call-up of five classes had originally been intended but 
this had not been carried out as result of above German dementi; 
call-up of one class was, however, necessary for maintenance of State 
authority in mixed language areas. This disquieting state ot affairs 
is aggravated by the reports, which keep coming in here today, of 
Czechoslovak troop movements, closing of the.frontier, and removal 
of the Sudeten German 6 population, etc., from the frontier region. 

Reich Government intends to reply to these provocative measures 
with silence for time being. Authorities concerned are instructed 
not to give any information whatsoever regarding German military 
and political aims if inquiry is made. 'Ve intend to leave it to 
foreign countries to form their own judgment ol conditions prevail
ing in Czechoslovakia on basis of available factual reports from that 
country. 

No.l79 
120/68171 

Minute. by an Official of the Foreign Ministry (Heyden-Rynsch) 
for the State Secretary 

BERLIN, May 21, 1938. 
(e. o. Pol. I M 1728 g) 

From Counselor of Legation, Baron von der Heyden-Rynsch. 
Colonel J odel7 of the Supreme Headquarters of the W ehrmacht 

spoke as follows to me in answer to my question whether troop con-
centrations had taken place in Silesia and Lower Austria: 

1) No concentrations of troops had taken pld:ce in Silesia and 
Lower Austria apart from peacetime maneuveJ'S: · 

2) As was ~nown, the armored _division~d been in Austria si~ce 
we marched m. Apart from this, the re1ief of the troops which 
previously marched into Austria wa!).tl'eing gradually carried out. 
It should be added that training forfhations, companies, and batteries 
had been transferred to Austria during the process of the reorganiza
tion of the Austrian Army. For the rest, he could give an emp!i.atic 
assurance that no large-scale maneuvers had taken place in Austria. 

3) What he had already communicated about Saxony held good 
for Silesia. He would ascertain whether any extensive maneuvers 

• Longhand marginal note: "the Czech!" 
'Thus In the German : Colonel Jodi, Chief of the Operations Staff of the 

Supreme Headquarters (O.K.W.), is obviously meant. 
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were being held on the normal scale and would then inform me with
out delay. 

Respectfully submitted to State Secretary, Baron von Weiz
sii.cker, in accordance with instructions. 

HEYDEN-RYNSCH 

No.l80 
120/68172 

Minute by an Official of the Foreign Ministry (Heyden-Rynsch) 
for the State Secretary 

BERLIN, :May 21, 1938. 
(zu Pol. I 1\11728 g) 

From: Counselor of Legation Baron von der Heyden-Rynsch. 
1) Lieutenant Colonel Zeitzler of the Supreme Headquarters of 

the Wehrmacht has, on the instruction of Colonel Jodel,7• communi
cated the additional information that the movements in Austria 
which had been intended for May 20 had not yet begun. Also the 
training formations had not yet started their march into Austria. 

2) In Silesia. no large-scale maneuvers were taking place; there 
were only two infantry regiments on the way to Neuhammer near 
Sagan for the usual training courses, partly by route march. 

Respectfully submitted to State Secretary Baron von Weizsacker, 
accor~ing to instructions. 

HEYDEN-RYNSCH 

No.181 
120/68166-67 

The German Minister in (Jzec'hosZo'IJalcia ( EisenlOhr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

SECRET . PRAGUE, May 21, 1938-7 p.m. 
No. 155 of May 21 Received May 21, 1938-9 p.m. 

Following emerges from .second conversation which Frank and· 
Neuwirth 8 had this afternoon with Hodza and then with the :Min
ister of the Interior, Cerny: 

1. Hodza comniunicated that this evening a state of emergency 
would possibly be proclaimed in Briinn and certain places in German 

•• See footnote 7, p. 307. 
• See footnote 73, p. 199. 
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districts. Frank uttered very urgent warning against this and re-
fused to discuss subject. · 

2. President of Republic was still at Tabor,9 thus was only ac
cessible to Hodza by telephone. Benes had declared he approved 
Hodza's measures and particularly .his cooperation with Sudeten 
German Party for. restoration of calm and order. . : · 

3, Minister of Interior broke down completely and wrung his 
hands. Telephone interruption and closing of frontier had been· 
ordered by military without the Minister of the Interior's having 
anything to do with it. The military had seized power and in Eger 
two lives had been lost for nothing. He admitted the existence of 
a military insurrection and further admitted that probably more 
than one class had been called to the colors and, without .the knowl
edge of the Government, to a great extent mobilized. The represen
tative of the Sudeten German Party declared that they would only 
continue negotiations if a constitutional situation were restored and 
the Chief of the General Staff10 dismissed. · 

This afternoon the question is to be brought before the Council of 
Ministers and the results will be communicated to the representative 
of the Sudeten German Party. 

Attitude of BeneS obviously [inspired] wholly by Paris. Council 
of Ministers intends to demand his return and to compel him to 
choose between Government and General Staff. 

Kindly confirm arrival of all telegrams. 
EISENLOHR 

No.l82 
120/68168-69 

The German lllini8ter in Ozechoslovakia ( Ei8enlohr) and the lllili.
tary Attache of the German Legation in Czechoslovakia (TOUB~ 
saint) to the German Foreign lllini&try and War 1Jlini8try 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT PRAGUE, May 21, 1938-9 :30 p.m. 
No.156 of May 21 Received May 21, 1938-'---1~:20 p.m. 

For Foreign Ministry and War Ministry. 
1) My demand to speak with the Chief of the General Sta:fftO in. 

person was acceded to at 4 p.m. · I described the technical ~ary 
measures of which I had learned and added that I could not view 
them as training, but held them to be mobilization measures, and. that 
in my report to Berlin I had styled them "provisionally concerned 
with internal politics." 

• See footnote 4, p, 305. 
a General Ludvik Kreji::l. 
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In reply the General emphasized that the measures adopted had 
not only the character of internal political measures, but that they 
also aimed at repelling a German attack. He had irrefutable proof 
that in Saxony a concentration of from eight to ten divisions had 
taken place. It was only natural that as a soldier he should have 
taken these measures. The question whether Czechoslovakia would 
cancel the partial mobilization if it proved that no concentration 
had taken .place in Saxony was answered by Krejci in the affirmative. 

2) As regards the political internal situation the General stated 
that the sudden breaking off of negotiations by the Sudeten German 
Party11 had placed the Government -in a position in which it was 
compelled to adopt measures of military security in the frontier 
regions. 

Krejci interpt-eted Henlein"s temporary absence 12 as the "break-off 
of negotiations," which in reality had never even begun. It must be 
recorded that: 

At 10:15 a.m., after mentioning yesterday's conversation between 
Ribbentrop and l\Iastny,13 Krofta described the situation to the 
1\Iinister as fairly grave, and for the rest justified the calling up of 
one class as necessary to strengthen the authority of the State. 

At 9:30a.m. the answer was returned to my question by the Gen
eral Staff that it was only a matter of training. 
· At 12:15 p.m. I was informed in response to further questioning 

that it was a matter of the application of §22 of the Defense Law1• 

for the restoration of law and order in the frontier region. 
At 4 p.m. I was told that it was a question of military measures 

to protect the frontier against a German attack. 
• It is clear from these various pretexts and from the changes in the 
reasons given for the mobilization that the Generals systematically 
tried to sabotage the Hodza-Sudeten German Party negotiations 
even before they had begun. The Czechoslovak rule in the Sudeten 
German region is to _be set up again and rendered secure by force 
of arms, and the alleged concentration of German troops in Saxony 
is to be used as a pretext for the outside world, for which purpose 

u The breaking off of the negotiations, which had been resumed after the 
Czechoslovak Government's announcement on May 13 of their willingness to 
renew them, was decided at an extraordinary meeting. of the political committee 
of the Sudeten German Party on May 20, when the party decided to Inform the 
Czechoslovak Prime Minister that it would not discuss the Nationalities Statute 
(see footnote 41, p. 275), except on the conditions that peace and order and the 
constitUTional rights of freedom of opinion, press, and a~mbly were !nlaranteed. 

u Henlein, on his return on llay 14 from his visit to London (see footnote S.'J, 
p. 273) went to Berchtesl{aden; he was back in Prague on the 23d when he re
opened negotiations with the Czechoslovak Prime Minister. 

11 See document No. 174, p. 298. 
•• See footnote 18, p. 12. 
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the indispensable reports of yesterday were invented. On these 
grounds I thought it would be particularly effective if this trumped~ 
up excuse were to be exposed by the evidence of the Czech Military 
Attache in Berlin. 

EISENLOHR 
I 

ToussAINT 

No.l83 
289/183122 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

Telegram 

No. 157 of May 21 PRAGUE, May 21, 1938-10:50 p.m. 
Received May 22, 1938-1:15 a.m. 

Please telegraph authority to begin burning unnecessary pttpers 
as precaution. • 

EISENLOHR 

No. 184 
F13/325-321 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 

Rl\I 224 
The British Ambassador called on me today, to inform me in the 

name of Lord Halifax that the British Government were striving to 
do everything to seek a settlement of the Sudeten German question. 

At the very beginning of our conversation I drew Sir Nevile Hen
derson's attention to the Reuter message of the 20th instant from 
Berlin, in which his conversation of the 19th with State Secretary 
von W eizslicker was reported in detail.15 I reproached the Ambassa~ 
dor that this was contrary to all diplomatic usage, since, as Herr von 
Weizslicker informed me, no agreement regarding any publication in 
the press had been reached between himself and the State Secretary. 

Sir Nevile Henderson apologized and tried to excuse himself by 
saying that he had communicated a few points of his convers1ition 
with Herr von Weizslicker to the Secretary, Kirkpatrick,16 and had 
also authorized him to give a statement to the press about the in~ 
correctness of the report on German troop movements. Apparently 
Kirkpatrick had gone too far, which he regretted. He had, however, 

11 The record of this conversation is not printed here. 
••Ivone Kirkpatrick, First Secretary at thl" Hritlsh EmbusRy. 
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meant well and had only wished to produce a. tranquilizing effect 
upon the world press. 

I replied to the Ambassador that I must request him in the future 
to address no questions of any sort to us regarding alleged move· 
ments of the German Army, since I must on principle refuse to 
answer s1:1ch questions or give any information about the German 
Anny. 

As in the further course of the conversation we came .again to 
speak of this subject, the Ambassador asked whether this meant that 
troop concentrations were after all taking place. I explained that 
I must refuse to answer this question; he had, no doubt, opportuni: 
ties to inform himself on this point from other sources. 

I then drew the Ambassador's attention to the incidents of yester
day, in particular, to the affair at Komotau,n where a large number 
of people were injured, some of them seriously, and to the affair 
at Eger,18 on which occasion two Germans had been shot from an 
ambush, and signified to him that a continuation of this persecution 
of the Sudeten Germans must inevitably give rise to a very serious 
situation. Continuing, I pointed out to the Ambassador that he 
surely knew from our conversation of the 11th 19 that we were striving 
for a peaceful settlement of the Sudeten German problem. I had 
now observed with disple~sure that, not long after our conversation, 
a section of the British press had taken advantage of this German 
readiness for an understanding suddenly to enter the lists on behalf 
of the Czechs. To adopt such an ·attitude, shortly after the British 
Government had set to work seriously to enjoin appeasement in 

-Prague itself, must at the very least be styled most unfortunate. 
Whether this attitude of the British press had produced . any kind 
of effect on the Czech Government, I did not know. One thing in 
any case was true, that Czechoslovakia was now showing her true 
features. The boastful gentlemen in Prague seemed to me to have 
become somewhat crazy. The kind of mentality that prevailed there 
also emerged from the following: Yesterday the Czech Minister, and 
Henderson also, had called upon me in connection with German troop 
concentrations near Dresden. I at once stated to the Czech Minister 
that this step seemed to me very strange. Reports of such alleged 
concentrations near Dresden all came from Prague, and, as they were 
not founded upon truth, it might be presumed that the Czech Gov
ernment was disseminating such reports, in order to provide itself 
with p.n alibi for military measures. The Czech Minister assured me 

,. See footnote 3, p. 300. 
• See footnote 2, ibid. 
s• For thls conversation, see document No. 154, p. 269. 
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of the contrary. Now this morning I ;had received proof of the cor- . 
rectness of my assumption, a report having come from Progue of the 
calling up of one class of reservists.20 In this case there was no ques
tion of any silly rumor [1'atarennachricht], but of an official com
munication from the Foreign Minister to our Minister. Frpm this· 
could be seen how little those in power in Prague were to be trusted, 
since, when they opened their mouths, they could do absolutely 
nothing hut lie.· 

In regard to the calling up of a class of reservists the .British 
Ambassador expressed the opinion that this was a "very foolish" 21 

measure on the part of Prague. He had not yet heard anything at 
all about it. His Government, at all events, had done everything to 
help and were ready to do everything in the future as well. 'Ve 
should only have patience, and he was certain that all would end 
well and that Germany would win all along the line. If only this 
Sudeten German problem were shifted out of the way, conversations 
could' then be continued on all subjects. 

I again drew the British Ambassador's attention to the gravity 
of the situation and told him that we should follow further develop
ments most seriously. Everything else depended upon Prague, and 
I could not make any additional communications in the matter. 

When the British Ambassador, thereupon, once more reverted to 
the earnest desire of the British Government to find a compromise, 
I said to him that their recent step had so far had as its sole result 
that in Czechoslovakia they were now starting to shoot down 
Germans. 

In conclusion, Sir Nevile Henderson once again begged that we 
might still have patience, since it was, after all, always better for a 
few men to lose their lives there, bad though that might be, than 
for millions to perish. 

I brought the conversation to a close with the rema,rk that any· 
threat of intervention by a third party would leave us completely 
cold, and that, if a remedy were not speedily found in Prague, the 
whole German people would rise like one man. No one should be 
in any way deceived on that point. 

RIBBEN'l'ROP 

BERLIN, May 21, 1938. 

• See footnote 1, p. 304. 
11 The words "very foolish" are given thus in Engli11h in the original. 
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No.l85 
289/183118-19 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (W eizsiicl.·er) for the 
Foreign Jfini.<!ter2• 

BERLIN, May 21, 1938. 
Before his visit this afternoon to the Reich Minister the British 

Ambassador called on me and spoke on the following lines: 
In London people were very perturbed about the situation; in par

ticular the refusal of the Sudeten German Party to negotiate was 
deeply deplored.25 The very conditions demanded by the party 
as a preliminary to negotiations were in fact an essential part of 

. the discussions as planned. 
r did not accept this, insofar as the Prague Government, without 

even a discussion with the Sudeten German Party, could of its own 
accord make reassuring concessions, the nature of which had long 
ago been made clear enough by the Sudeten German Party. 

The Ambassador then continued; he entreated us to keep calm 
from now onward. Czechoslovakia was a small country in compari
son with ourselves; it was always easier for the great to remain calm. 
Germany held all the cards in her hand. She could only lose by 
a~andoning her reserve. After some further variations upon this 
theme the Ambassador then re~d to me instructions from Halifax 
which ended with the phrase that, as was well known, France was 
bound by treaty to render aid to Czechoslovakia, if the latter should 
be victim of an aggression by a third party. The British Govern
ment had, as was known, no treaty commitments of this kind, but in 
a given case they would have to act, not only in accordance with some 
treaty obligation [·vertragliche Unterlagen], but at the behest of 
political necessity. 

I said to the Ambassador in no less emphatic terms than he had 
used to me that to put pressure on Berlin seemed to me superfluous. 
'Ve had not given any sign of nervousness at all. I was almost com
pelll.'d to belieYe that the reports discussed between us yesterday of 
alleged German troop concentrations had been put out by .Prague 
as preparation for what had now assumed shape by the calling to the 
colors of. a military class in Czechoslovakia. (The Ambassador him
self tb..ought that this version of mine might well be correct in view 
of yesterday's circulntion of reports from Prague.) I continued: if 

"'The 1'1\lb~tanl'f' of thiR rnf'morandum was r('peated b,v the Foreign Ministry to 
the l\lini~tPr in PraguP at 1 :lG p.m. on .May 22 at~ telegram No. 108 of l\Iay 21 
(28J191i9-80). 

• ~ee footnotP 11, p. 310. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 315 

Henderson's instructions from Halifax hinted at an aggression 
against Czechoslovakia, I should rath~r like to know where any sign 
of aggressive tendencies on our part cou_ld be observed. Though ~y 
rumors such as those just mentioned it was sought in Prague to gain 
credence for such views, actually this very day we had experienced 
the opposite in a great variety of forms, namely, a series of separate 
reports of a :military nature from Czechoslovakia which were causing 
us disquiet.· I gave a number of instane4:)s of this. I could only ex
press the hope· in the most emphatic terms that Mr. Newton in 
Prague would hold the kind of language which was at present appro
priate there. 

WEIZSACKER 

No.l86 
F13/831-326 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister. 

RM225 
Today the British Ambassador again called on me and read out to 

me fz:om a telegram which he had received from Lord Halifax, 
roughly .as follows :-

The British Government had done everything in Prague to induce 
the Prague Government to negotiate, and they rejoiced that Prague 
had consented to such negotiations. All the more did they regret that 
the Sudeten German Party were unwilling to enter into negotiations 

' until certain guarantees had been given. Lord Halifax would, there
fore, urgently ask the German Government whether it could not 
exert its influence on Henlein, so that he might enter into negotiations 
with the Prague Government. The British Government themselves 
had put forward all their influence in Prague and had received from 
the Czechoslovak Government far-reaching assurances. 

Further, the British Government still continued to receive reports 
of alleged German troop movements. Lord Halifax had taken note 
that I had told the British Ambassador that, if bloodshed occurred 
in Czechoslovakia as a result of the tension between Czechs and 
Germans, Germany would act. The position of the German Govern
ment was understood, but Lord Halifax would once again draw at
tention to the heavy responsibility which would be incurred by Ger
man intervention in Czechoslovakia. Also on the score of Anglo
German relations, which Lord Halifax had so much at heart, such a 
step by Germany was only to be viewed with most profound regret. 
Lord Halifax, therefore, hoped that the German Government would 
bring its whole influence to bear upon those in authority in the 
Sudetenland to contribute to calm :,nd to a peaceful solution, for, if 
a conflict really were to break out, the dangers would be incalculable. 
France would be compelled to intervene in case of German aggres-

'197&64-tt-vol. U-26 
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sion 28 and, even without any treaty commitment, England might be 
forced in by circumstances28 or by political necessity. In this con
nection the British Ambassador referred to the statements of the 
British Prime lfinister of March 24:}Z9 In London the whole situa
tion was causing anxiety, and it was greatly hoped that Germany 
would remain quiet. 

I replied to this effusion of the British Ambassador among other 
remarks as follows: 

· 1) This step of Lord Halifax seemed to me to be directed alto
gether to the wrong address. I advised the British Gm·ernment to 
"take it up in Prague and not in Berlin. To have to exhort calmness 
on unarmed Germans, who today could no longer bicycle or walk in 
the streets without being exposed to the worst terror on the put of 
armed Czechs, seemed to me a grotesque imputation, and I could not 
take this demand seriously. 

2) That the Sudeten German Party demanded certain guarantees 
before they entered into negotiations with the Czech Government 
seemed to me to be anything but an unreasonable demand, for, in 
order to be able to enter into negotiations, one must at least have 
one's life and security guaranteed, but in Czechoslovakia today no 
such guarantee existed. On these grounds I very well understood 
the demand for guarantees and must refuse to bring any kind of 
influence to bear upon Henlein. 

3) I took note that the British Government had put forward nll 
their influence in Prague and had received the most fur-reaching 
assurances from the Prague Government.30 These nssurnnces were. 
however, completely worthless, and British influence had obviously 
not disposed the Prague Government to anything but to start now 
with shooting down Germans. 

4) As regards the question of troop movements, I had already 
. this morning expressed my opinion to him,31 and I could only repent 
that we saw not the slightest reason to give anyone in the world in
formation about the German Army. I again requested him to bring 
this to the notice of his Government unambiguously. 

5) If Lord Halifax's statement that the German Government 
would in the event of intervention in Czechoslovakia. burden itself 
with a heavy responsibility, since such a conflict would force France 
to intervene and Great Britain might be drawn in, were intended as 

• The phrase "compelled to intervene in case of German aggression·~ is quotetl 
thus in English in parentheses in the original. The same is the case with the 
phrase which follows:. "England could [sic] be forced in by circumstances." 

• Statement in the Bouse of Commons; cf. document No. 104, p. 192. 
• With regard to the Anglo-French demarche to Prague of May 7, cf. document 

No. 149, p. 261, and footnote 8 thereto; also document No. 151, p. 265. There was 
no written reply from the Czechoslovak Government to this demarche, but the 
British Minister, on communicating the demarche to President Benet\, received 
from the latter a statement that the Czechoslovak Government were convinretl 
of the necessity for coming to an agreement on the Sudeten German question 
without delay. On May 13 the Czechoslovak Government announced its willing
ness to resume negotiations with the Sudeten German Party and the other parties 
l:oncerned over the National Minorities Statute. 

• See document No. 184, p. 311. 
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a threat for us, I must reject such a threat, which did not touch the 
German Government, but left it completely cold. Reduced to its true 
proportions and applied to the real situation, such a threat could 
only mean that France and Britain intended to declare war on Ger-· 
many, if she were not prepared to look on in silence while the blood 
of unarmed Germans on her frontiers was daily shed by people of an 
inferior race. I reminded the British Ambassador that no nation of 
honor could act in that way, and he had certainly seen some examples 
how we in Germany thought on this point today during his stay. 
For the rest, I thought that in a similar situation Britain would 
think in exactly the same manner. Germany would in no circum
stances look on at the annihilation of Germanism [Volkstum]. The. 
Czechs were playing with fire if they relied upon forei~ aid, for 
before such aid arrived there would certainly not be a livmg soul in 
that State; those Czech gentlemen must be clear about that. If, 
however, France were really to be so crazy as to attack us, it would 
lead to perhaps the greatest French defeat in world history and, if 
Britain were to join her, then once again we should have to fight to 
the death. 

Sir Nevile Henderson once again asserted that it was very far from 
Britain to begin a war with us, and that he, also, did not wish to 
utter any kind of threat, but only wished to indicate to me the pos
sible development of a conflict. Finally, he once more asked whether 
it was not possible for me to say something positive to him on the 
subject of bringing influence to bear upon He~ein on the part of 
the German Government. I unhesitatingly rejected this as an im· 
possible demand and once again asked him to call upon his Govern· 
ment to take this step with M. Benes. 

Sir Nevile·Henderson said to me in conclusion that he had.expected 
this answer, and he could assure me that, when he had received his 
instructions, he had already telephoned this view to London as being 
his own. · 

I ended by saying to him that our attitude depended exclusively 
upon further developments in Czechoslovakia. 

RmBENTROP 
BERLIN, May 21, 1938. 
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No.l87 
120/68210 

Memorandum 

BERLIN, May 22, 1938. 
Yesterday, after a party, the French Ambassador addressed me 

earnestly about the dangers that must automatically arise out of the 
alliance commitments of France toward Czechoslovakia in the event 
of the situation becoming further aggravated. 

WEIZSACXER 

No.l88 
120/68211-12 

Minute by the State Secretary (W eizsiicker ifor the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, ~fay 22, 1938. 
At a function yesterday evening the British Ambassador had a 

lengthy conversation with me on the present situation. The Am
bi!SSador dealt chiefly with the following points: 

1) The Sudeten Germans should not put themselves in the wrong 
by refusing to negotiate with the Prague Government.34 -I answered, 
as I had already done in the afternoon, that the Prague Government 
might make the necessary concessions of their own accord. The im
portant thing was not contacts but deeds. 

2) The Ambassador again tried some variations on the theme that 
the Gel'~Qan Government must take no action at present. I explained 
at some length that the British Minister in Prague must use language 
that could not be misunderstood, because the Government there was 
somewhat hard of hearing. I stressed this idea very strongly. 
. 3) The British Ambassador apologized again for the detailed 
publication in the press of our conversation on Friday afternoon, 
and deplored the fact that from now on we should no longer be 
willin~ to make any further statements at all concernin~ our military 
intentions. The Reich Minister had given him a definite refusal on 
that seore. He had now been reduced to sending his two Military 
Attaches31 in person by car to Silesia and Saxony to verify whether 
troop movements could be confirmed there. I replied to the Am
bassador that I regretted that he did not have ten Military Attaches. 
Not one of them would find a single soldier on the roads in the areas 
concerned. · 

4) Fi.itally, the Ambassador again said that Britain was not indeed 
obli~ to intervene in a conflict between Germany and Czechoslo
vakia; yet it seemed to him· that the control over the course of the 

11 See footnote 11, p. 810. 
• C'.ol. F. N. 1\lason-MacFarlane and Maj. K. W. D. Strong. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 319 

crisis was gradually slipping out of the hands of the people con
cerned. In such a state of affairs decisions were no longer made 
according to rational p~ints of view. On the contrary, the Powers 
would in the end find themselves willy-nilly entangled and drawn 
into the struggle. I 

WEIZBACKER 

No.l89 
120/68213-15 

Minute by the State Secretary (WeizBiicker ), Enclosing Oopy of 
Letter From the British Ambassador in Germany (HenderBon) 
for the Foreign Minuter 

BERLIN, May 22, 1938. 
The British Ambassador intended calling upon the Reich Minis

ter this morning. It was intimated to him that the Reich Minister 
would not be coming to the office today; consequently, he came to me 
in order to deliver at once the letter enclosed herewith. The letter 
contains a personal message. from Lord Halifax to the Reich Min
ister. The Ambassador added to the contents that Herr von Rib
bentrop might take the letter in the -sense in which it was written 
and intended, namely, as a personal and friendly appeal. Halifax 
·considered the. situation to be very grave, but earnestly hoped that 
we, the parties concerned, might all be stronger than fate. We should 
not let it get out of hand, for then the only ones to profit would be 
the Communists. Henderson then went on to say that, in conformity 
with Berlin's suggestions, veyy strict instructions. had been issued to 
the British Minister in Prague to exert strong pressure in that quar
ter. He, the Ambassador, could add, in confidence, that in Paris. they 
were dismayed at the irregular and unagreed mobilization measures 
and were advising the Government in Prague to cancel them. Hen
derson was skeptical when I rejoined that, according to one .of our 
infot·mation reports, Benes was acting in agreement with Paris. He 
did not believe in the existence of French intriguers who had Benes 
in their power. 

I then informed the Ambassador, in the light of telegram No~ 155 
from Pmgue,36 of the powerlessness of the civilian authorities and 
also brought telegram No. 156 from Prague31 to his knowledge. 
Henderson agreed of his own accord that such a thing as the deploy
ment of eight to ten divisions in Saxony was completely out of the 
question, because that of even one single division could not be con
cealed from anyone with present-day transport ·columns. 

• Document No. 181, p. 308. 
" Document No. 182, p. 309. 
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In conclusion, the Ambassador urgently requested me to bring im
mediately to the Reich Minister's knowledge his personal letter with 
Halifax's message. 

Amb11.ssador von Dirksen has been summoned at midday today to 
Halifax and will afterward telegraph the substance of the conver· 
sation. WEIZSACKER 

[Enclosure) • 

The British Ambassador in Germany (Henderson) to the German 
Jloreign Minister 

P:ERSON .u. AND ·coNFIDENTIAL BRITISH EMBASSY, 
BERLIN, May 22, 1938. 

MY DEAR REICH MINISTER: Lord Halifax has asked me to convey 
to you the following as a personal message from himself. 

"His Majesty's Government are exerting all possible influence at 
Prague for the avoidance of further incidents and will continue to do 
so. I earnestly hope that Herr von Ribbentrop will do anything he 
can on his part to secure patience at this critical time. If a resort is 
had to forcible measures, it is quite impossible for me or for him 
to foretell the results that may follow, and I would beg him not to 
count on this country's being able to stand aside if from any pre· 
cipitate action there should start a European conflagration. Only 
those will benefit from such a cat~strophe who wish to see the destruc
tion of European civilization. 

"In any case the prospects of understanding and cooperation be
tween our two countries would be gravely jeopardized by any action 
that would appear to English opinion as wantonly destroying a 
chance of a peaceful settlement." 

Yours sincerely, NEVILE HENDERsoN 

[Departmental note:] Pol. IV: Please telephone text of the memo
randum with enclosure immediately to the Reich Minister in Munich. 

No. 190 
120/68208-09 

The German AmbassadO'I' in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry . 

Telegram 

No. 25~ of May 22 PARIS, May 22, 1938. 
Received May 22, 1938-4 :40 p.m. 

Developments in the situation in Czechoslovakia, in particular 
Henlein's refusal to negotiate'0 and the killing of the two Sudeten 

• This enclosed letter Is in English in the original. 
• See footnote 11, p. 310. 
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Germans near Eger,41 are causing extreme disquiet in political circles 
and among general public. Incident near Eger is regarded as par
ticularly serious in view of Reich Minister's statements to British 
Ambassador,•2 which are being circulated here, that Germ~ny could 
not quietly look on if German blood were shed in Czechoslovakia. 
Possibility of imminent military intervention by Germany is being 
generally discussed. On Saturday evening Foreign Minister Bonnet 
received British Ambassador and Czechoslovak Minister'3 to confer 
on the situation in Czechoslovakia. Question was also discussed with 
Spanish Ambassador44 who visited Foreign Minister on other busi
ness. In order to allay general nervousness Government have passed 
the word: "Keep cool." Accordingly this morning's press, though 
recording that situation has been much aggravated by latest events, 
avoids adding fuel. to the flames. Killing of Sudeten Germans is 
presented according to Czech version and described as regrettable, 
but its importance is attenuated by remark that incidents are difficult 
to avoid in times of excitement. Petit Parisien urges Prague Gov
ernment to undertake thorough investigation and, if necessary, pun
ishment of culprits. 

Press emphasizes briefly that French attitude toward Czechoslovak 
problem is generally known, but lays main stress, however, not on 
France's obligations to render assistance to Czechoslovakia, but on 
mediation by Britain, which receives unqualified approval and to 
whom they are obviously willing to leave the initiative and also the 
responsibility for dealing with the matter. It is presumed that British 
demarches were very energetic. Mediation by Great Britain was out
come of arrangements made in London on April 29.'5 Plain and 
forcible language on Britain's part is the surest means of preserving 
peace. A report from London in the Journal considers it possible 
that Britain will suggest a reiteration of assurance regarding Czecho
slovakia alleged to have been given to British Ambassador in Berlin 
by Field Marshal Goring on occasion of occupation· of Austria.'6 

It is especially emphasized by semiofficial Petit Parisien that 
France must exert a moderating influence in Prague, while Britain 
must work for a peaceful solution in Berlin. . · • Hope is generally expressed that steps taken by Britain will re-
strain Germany from any intended military intervention. · 

WELOZECK 

"' See footnote 2, p. 305. 
02 See document No. 186, p. 315. 
41 Sir Eric Phipps and Dr. Stefan Osusky. The date of this Saturday was the 

21st . 
.. 1\Iarcelino Pascua y Martinez, 1938-39. 
" Ree document No. 143, p. 252, and footnote 67, p. 246. . 
.. See document No. 74, p. 158; the assurances were actually given to the Czech 

Minister in Berlln, but the British Ambassador in Berlin received simiJar assur· 
an('(!S from Neuratb about the same time (see document No. 81, p. 164). 
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No.l91 
120/68221-22 

The Ge'/"''M,n Ambassador in Great B.ritain (Dirksen) to the 
Ge'/"''M,n Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

lJRGENT LoNDON, May 22, 1938-6 :28 p.m. 
No. 251 of May 22 Received May 22, 1938-9 p.m. 

Reference telegram No. 146 of May 21.47 
Lord Halifax: requested me to call on him at 12:30 today for an 

exchange of views on Czechoslovakia and asked me what information 
I had received. 

I) I communicated the contents of telegram No. 146 to him in 
broad outline and presumed that he was acquainted with the sub
stance of the State Secretary's conversation with the British Am
bassador.•8 

In continuation I communicated to Halifax: the' reports passed by 
telephone from State Secretary to Counselor of Embassy on follow
ing subjects : 

1) Waning influence of the civilian Ministers and the defective 
working of the machinery of Government in Czechoslovakia. 

2) Increasing influence of military circles, who were acting with
out consulting the civilian Ministers. 
· 3) ·Reliable information regarding further calling to the colors. . 

4) Increasing intervention of irregular military formations. 

I added that·further mendacious Czech reports of fresh German 
mobilization measures would not be denied by us; they were just as 
false as the reports contradicted.yesterd.ay. 

II) Halifax: then informed me of the contents of personal message 
to Reich Minister,49 which was handed to the latter today by British 
Ambassador. 

He particularly emphasized that in the case of .a German entry 
into Czechoslovakia, in whatever circumstances, even in the event 
of serious acts of provocation by the Czechs, the French would march 
against us. He expressed thfs in the words, "If in fact these measures 
are taken, these consequences will in any case follow."IS0 In the event 
of a European conflict it was impossible to foresee whether Britain 
would not be drawn into it • 

.., Document No. 178, p. 306. 
· • See document No. 185, p. 314. 

• See document No. 189, p. 819. 
• The words are given thus ln English in the original. 
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In any case only those destructive lorces which were anxious for 
the overthrow of European civilization would stand to gain.· 

III) In course of further conversation I drew Halifax's attention 
to the need of very serious and emphatic speaking by British Minister 
in Prague; it seemed doubtful to us whether Newton, the Minister, 
whom we esteemed highly, took account of the thickness of the 
Czechs' skins. 

The Foreign Secretary replied that every conceivable action had 
been taken in this respect. 

IV) I then refuted the assertion in yesterday's statement by News 
Department here 51 that the Sudeten Germans were wrong in refusing 
negotiation and making their acceptance dependent on the fulfillment 
of certain prior conditions.112 The events of the previous day had 
proved the justice of this demand. · 

V) The Foreign Secretary expressed conviction that negotiations 
envisaged between Benes and Sudeten Germans would lead to some 
result. The atmosphere must of course be calmed. It was the aim 
of the British Government to show patience and lower the tem
perature. 

VI) I drew Halifax's attention to fact that a thoroughly sober 
and cahri appraisement of the situation prevailed in Berlin. Even 
this morning's press was at pains to use very moderate language. 

The danger point lay in the possibility of clashes in Czechoslovakia 
as result of forcible action by Czech military and police authorities 
against the Sudeten Germans. . In this event the German Govern
ment would under no circumstances refrain from aiding the Sudeten 
Germans. 

Halifax aga:in expressed hope for relaxation of tension and added 
that he would be grateful for any suggestion and any proposal from 
the German Government; he requested that, in such case, they might 
be conveyed to him with all speed. 

DmKSEN 

11 The News Department of the Foreign Office. . 
11 See document No. 182, p. 309, and footnote 11 thereto. 
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No.l92 
621/250551-62 

T'M German .Afnba8sador in France (Welczeclc) to t'M German 
Foreign Ministry 

A 2087 PARis, :May 23, 1938. 
(Pol. II 1572) 

Subject: M. Zay, Minister of Education, on the foreign political 
situation. 

I have the honor to submit the enclosed memorandum on a conver
sation which a member of the .Embassy had with Jean Zay, French 
Minister of Education, at a social gathering. Even though a certain 
amount of reserve is advisable with the Minister personally-he is 
a Jew-nevertheless his statements do reflect the present mood of the 
French Cabinet in general pretty accurately. His remark about 
Barthelemy's53 articles seems interesting. The repudiation and con
demnation of these articles has recently found very strong expression 
in the press as well, and might be connected with Zay's attitude, 
which is doubtless shared by the majority of the Cabinet. The attack 
on the articles might appear necessary to the Cabinet, as they tally 
with a similar point of view found in certain sections of the popu
lation, and perhaps for this reason there is the fear that these points 
of view, reproduced in them, m~ght gain a following. 

H. WELCZECK 

[Enclosure] 

{Pol. 1J 1572) 
MEMORANDUH 

Yesterday I had a lengthy conversation at M. Cornu's country seat 
with Jean Zay, French Minister of Education, on the present political 

· situati.on. Zay spoke first of all with great respect of the Fiihrer and 
Reich Chancellor and of Germany's achievements since the war, espe-

. cially in recent years. He said he was convinced that the Fiihrer 
wished for .war as little as· did any other European statesman. The 
great danger lay, ho'Yever, in the fact that Germany underestimated 
France's actual strength and, under the influence of criminal news
paper-articles, as for example Barthelt~my's articles in Le Temps, 
was bringing about a situation which was bound to lead to war. 
Germany's foreign policy in recent years had, of course, been re-

• Joseph Barthelemy, a Ia\vyer and political journalist on the staff of Le Tempi; 
formerly a Deputy of the French Chamber, and Vice President of tbe French 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 325 

garded in France with displeasure, but had been, up to a point,. 
appreciated. But with Czechoslovakia the limit to what France 
could tolerate had been reached. The French Government was firmly 
resolved to oppose with force any arined intervention in Cz~choslo
vakia by Germany, whether direct or indirect, and would, in the event 
of this have all parties, including even the Communists, united 
behind them. Barthelemy was wrong; with regard to Czechoslovakia, 
the Treaty of Locarno 11• was- still completely valid as far as France 
was concerned. Britain was unable to make as definite a statement as 
could be desired, for internal political reasons. 

The attitude of the British Government was, how@ver, unequivocal, 
and he hoped that Henderson's demarche 55 had been correctly under,
stood in Berlin. 

Even though these statements were naturally intended.for German 
ears, I got the impression, from the youthful all.d temperamental 
character of the Minister, that they represented his own convictions. 

PARis, May 23, 1938. 

No.l93 
Fl3/334-332 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 
RM226 

The Italian Ambassador, Attolico, called on me at 1:30 p.m. today. 
I informed him briefly of the position of the Czechoslovak problem 

and also communicated to him the substance of my talks with the 
British Ambassador. For transmission, confidentially, to Mussolini 
and Ciano, I was also able to give him the information that no con
centration of German troops had taken place and indeed that nothing 
would occur on our side, unless machinations of the Czechoslovak 
Government brought about a serious turn of events. I told the 

· Italian Ambassador that I attached importance to the fact that these 
communications should not, ·on account of possible undesirable re- . 
actions in Prague and other capitals, reach the press. 

I further informed the Italian Ambassador about my conversations 
with Mussolini and Ciano56 on the question of the South Tyr~l and 

N I.e., the Franco-Czechoslovak Treaty of Mutual Assistance of October 1925 
(see document No.2, p, 10), which was one of the Locarno group of treaties. 

11 
Presumably the Ambassador's communications of May 21 and 22; see docu

ments Nos. 186 and 180, pp, 815 and 819, 
.. Those held in Rome during his visit with Hitler to Italy, May 8-9. Cf. also 

the relevant documents on the South Tyrol question in vol. I, chap. IL 
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apprised him of the subsequent German move 51 in Rome. I further 
expressed the hope that on the Italian side everything conducive to 
a definitive solution of the problem would be done, as 1\Iussolini had 
promised me. 

Attolico replied that he had absolute confidence in German policy; 
it was merely regrettable that a. . few minor people did not fully 
comply with German policy in the South Tyrol question. · 
· I replied to the Italian Ambassador that such little setbacks, which 
might always occur, should not be taken tragically. Moreover, we 
had already agreed with the Italian Gc,vernment about the notifica· 
tion of such incidents. · 
. The Italian Ambassador then pointed out that the task of pacify

ing the South Tyrol might be crowned with success by removing the 
name "South Tyrol" from a monument in Munich. 

I replied that I did not know of the monument, that in any case 
such an inscription had only historical significance, and it seemed 
to me erroneous to see in it anything more. 

The Italian Ambassador then approached me about the administra
tion _of the Southern Railway. Company,118 After the Italian repre
sentative had already attended two meetings of the board of directors, 
entry was now denied him, oste~sibly on the question of principle. 
He asked that no precipitate action .should be taken in the matter. 

I answered the Italian Ambassador that I knew nothing of the 
matter but that I would have it investigated. 

' . RmBENTROP 
BERLIN, May 23, 1938. 

No.194 
2369/494499-GOl 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeclc) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

A2089 PARIS, May 23, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3539) 

Subject: Conversation with M. Daladier, the French Prime Minister. 
Yesterday evening the Prime Minister invited me to his private 

house, not, as he said, to discuss the present critical situation in a 

"After the Italo-German discussions In Rome, In 1\lay, a severe ban was placed 
by the German Government upon German nationaHRt activity and propaganda In 
South Tyrol and Austria; e.g., the activity of the A.O. and South Tyrolean German 
organizations were suspended. 

•The railway from Llenz to Bressanone (Brlxen) and Bolzano, the admlnls· 
tratlon of which, as the link ootween Austria and the German-speaking part of 
South Tyrol, bad become the subject of friction between Germany and Italy since 
the Anac1du88 with Austria. 
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formal diplomatic conversation, but to speak frankly as a- French 
ex-serviceman to his German comrade. From our time in the trenches 
both of us knew the horrors of the last war, but the catastrophic 
frightfulness of a modem war would surpass all that humanity had 
ever seen, and would mean the utter destruction of European civili
zation. Into the battle zones, devastated and denuded of men, 
Cossack_and Mongol hordes would then pour, bringing to Europe a 
new "Culture." This must be prevented, even if it entailed great 
sacrifices. 

He regarded the development of affairs in Czechoslovakia with 
grave anxiety. Both the British and French Governments had made 
strong representations in Prague, not only for the purpose of avoid
ing further deplorable incidents, but also to pave the way for a thor
ough clarification of the Sudeten German question, which seemed to 
him extremely urgent. The dilemma in which France found herself 
vis-a-vis her ally Czechoslovakia was not unknown to me. He had 
not made the alliance and was certainly not happy about it. It did, 
however, exist and, if we attacked Czechoslovakia, the French would 
have to fight if they did not wish to be disho~ored ( deshonores ). A 
nation who valued her honor could no more break her word than 
could a man of honor. Neither would we act otherwise in the same 
situation. He personally had repeatedly had the Czechs' attitude 
toward the Sudeten German. question explained to him. They main
tained that the treatment of German minorities in Poland and South 
Tyrol 59 had for a long time been less favorable than in Czechoslo
vakia; in spite of this, we made no protests about their oppression, 
while we wished to take action against Czechoslovakia. The Czechs 
were therefore of the opinion that in their case more considerations 
were involved than simply and solely the protection of a minority. 
He had asked me to see him principally to acquaint himself with our 
opinion on so vital a question and its origin. I answered that, during 
my period of service in Budapest and with the League· of Nations, 
I had studied the minority problems in detail; and had also obtained 
accurate knowledge from personal observation, being myself an in
habitant of a frontier-district. I now had an opportunity ot,ex-

• The German minority problem in Poland, formerly regulated by the Polish
German Nonaggression Treaty of 1934 and by the Geneva Convention on Upper 
Sllesla, became acute in 1937 and had been the subject of German-Polish ex
changes, particularly since the expiry of the Geneva Convention in July of that 
year. The negotiations led to the German-Polish Agreement of November 5, 1937, 
which took the form of a joint declaration, an undertaking to improve the status 
of the national minority of the other Power in its territory, 

The South Tyrol German minority question had become more acute since the 
German AnBchltt81 with Austria. It had been a subject of discussion between 
Germany and Italy during Hitler's visit to Rome on May 3-9, and was a very 
active question at this present date. See relevant documents in vol. 1, chap. viL 
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plaining to Daladier the whole maze of questions from a historic:tl, 
geopolitical, economic, cultural, and finally, a moral point of view. 
I dealt especially thoroughly with the calamitous results of the peace 
treaties, from which Europe still suffered today. The Sudeten Ger
man question brooked no delay and must be settled in favor of our 
fellow Germans, if one wished to avoid a. wa.r. The obligation to do 
this lay with those who in 1919 ha.d built up a. crazy structure, which 
wa.s now cracking a.t a.ll its corners and joints. Daladier wa.s par
ticularly impressed by my allusion to a. group of warmongers in 
Prague, backed by Russophile elements a.nd international Jewry
Daladier is anti-Semitic-who had even sent agents provocateurs 
into the areas inha.bited by Sudeten Germans, in order to provoke 
incidents. . The Prime Minister added in this connection that he 
would be gra.teful for a.ny information with which we could supply 
him on the matter. The discussion lasted about 1% hours. Finally, 
Dala.dier tha.nked me for my clea.r a.nd deta.iled expose, from which 
he had learned much that wa.s hitherto unknown to him, a.nd ex
pressed the hope that we might in future discuss all current questions 
with the same fra.nkness as toda.y. As an ex-serviceman he wished 
for nothing more a.rdently than the mutual understanding of all 
nations. 

H. WELCZECK 

No.l95 
120/68233 

Minute 

BERLIN, May 23, 1938. 
As Count Magistrati has just informed me by telephone, the 

British Ambassador60 called on Count Cia.no yesterday, Sunday 
evening, at 8 o'clock, in order to communicate the following to him: 

The crisis in the Czech affair was serious. As was well known, 
Fra.nce was bound to Czechoslovakia by a treaty, which was ad
mittedly not the case with. Britain, but Britain might possibly still 
be compelled by the course of events to a.ssociate herself with the 
French action. 

Count Magistrati remarked that Lord Perth's statement certainly 
corresponded with. that made to us by Henderson. The fact that 
this demarche had been made in Rome would, howeyer, no doubt be 
of interest to us. 

WEIZSACK.ER 

• i.e., the Ambassador in Rome, Lord Perth. 
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No.l96 
120/68237 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry I 

Telegram 

No. 162 of May 23 PRAGUE, May 23, 1938-2:35 p.m:. 
Received May 23, 1938-5:15 p.m. 

With reference to telegraphic instruction 113 of May 22.81 

Italian Minister82 has reported on conversation with Head of 
French Military Mission.83 Faucher was in best of spirits and de
clared he felt 20 years younger. Czechoslovak military measures had 
taken place on instructions from Benes, "naturally in agreement with 
Cabinet." Reason to be found in reports of considerable troop move
ments. In event of international conflict France. would march im
mediately. 

Italian Minister had further heard that Rumanian Government 
in contrast to Yugoslav Government had given assurances in event 
of intervention by Hungary. Report that had reached me privately, 
that Deputy Chief of French General Staff 6~ had spent a day here 
recently, was not yet known to Italian Minister. 

He interprets origin just as I did, namely, that Benes and General 
Staff, in agreement with French, against opposition from their own 
Government, had oril.ered military measures on well-known prete:lt, 
in order (1) to have better basis for negotiations with Sudeten Ger
man Party and, if necessary, to be able to let them break down; ( 2) 
to keep fortified areas firmly under their control; (3) to demonstrate· 
solidarity of French alliance even at risk of letting loose a war on 
Europe. Benes' absence on Saturday at Tabor, his peace speech 
there,85 and his delayed return were designed to disguise President's 
direct responsibility. 

. EISENLOHR 

11 Not printed. 
• Domenico de Facendis, 1935-38. . 
• The French Military Mission to Czechoslovakia had been in Prague since 

1919, in order to act as liaison in the military sphere and later also for the,mple-· 
mentation of the Franco-Czechoslovak alliance. General Faucher had been a 
member of the Mission since the beginning, and became head of it in 1926. 

"' General Georges. 
• See footnote 4, p. ;J05. 
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No. 197 
120/68238--89 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weiz&acker) f01' the Foreign Minister, 
Encloaing Letter From the British Amb{liJsador in Germany (Hen· 
ders~) 

BERLIN, May 23, 1938. 
. Ill accordance with instructions I have just given the British Am
bassador the following answer6s to the attached letter from him: 
If the British Government believed that by sending observers to 

the Sudeten German area they could contribute toward remedying 
the grievances there, the German Government had no objections to 
raise. .· · 

I added that I had read a Reuter report this morning to the effect 
that yesterday's demarche in Prague69 by the Minister, Newton, had 
yielded very good results. I feared that the publication of sU.ch 
statements must encourage the Czechs; no practi~l results of the 

. last British demarche in Prague 70 had so far been ascertained by us. 
These might, for example, comprise the withdrawal by the Czechs 
of the units which they had moved up to the frontier. 

The Ambassador took cognizance of the above communication and 
will convey it to London. To my further ironic inquiry whether his 
Military Attaches had encountered a single German soldier during 
their motor tours yesterday in Saxony and Silesia, the Ambassador 
laughingly answered in the negative. A Government statement to 
that ~ffect would probably be made in the House of Commons today. 
The Ambassador added, however, that we must assume therefrom 
how useful was a public corroboration of the fact that we were re
maining calm in the military sense. I might also communicate this 
fact to the Reich Minister. 

- WEIZSACKE.B 

• The original draft of the reply, corrected and Initialed by Rlbbentrop, Is 
attached to the original of this minute (frame 68240) and its text is as follows:

Germany in principle regards any step as useful which might lead to the removal 
of the grievances in the Sudeten German area. If the British Government believe 

· that the dispatch of an observer to Sudeten German territory could contribute 
to the removal of grievan<:eS, the German Government would have no objections. 
We would, however, wish to point out in this connection that the last British 
d6marche in Prague, which indeed according to press reports produced far
reaching-Czech assurances, does not in actual practice api)ear, as the events of the 
last few days prove, to have contl'ibuted to an improvementJo the state of atralrs. 

Berlin, May 23, 1938. 
• This apparently -refers to the further Brltlsh representations to the Czecho

slovak Government made verbally by the British Minister in Prague on Sunday, 
May 22, and supported by the French, urging moderation and a readiness to make 
the greatest possible concessions. 

• That presumably of May 7. 
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[Enclosure) 

The British Ambassador in Germany (Henderson) to the 
State Secretary (W eizsliclcer) 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

BEBLIN, May 23, 1938. 
1\fy DEAR STATE SECRETARY: My Government have been· consider

ing the question of sending an observer from our Legation at Prague 
to the Sudeten districts to report direct on the actual situation there 
to His 1\fajesty's Government. They think that his presence there 
might have a steadying. influence. · 

Before sending instructions to our Minister at Prague in this sense 
Lord Halifa~ has asked me to inquire of Herr von Ribbentrop 
whether he would regard silch a. step as helpful. · 

Yours sincerely, NEVILE HENDERSON 
[Longhand note by Weizsiicker:] RM: I would suggest that I 

report by telephone that we had ·no objections to raise, since Czech· 
territory was involved. 

No.l98 
1863/422988 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Hungary (Werkmeister) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 56 of May 23 BUDAPEsT, May 23,1938-10:45 p.m. 
Received May 24, 1938-2:10 a.m. 

(zu PoL IV 3519) 
Baron Apor, Foreign Minister's Deputy, informed me Hungarian 

Government had indisputable evidence that Krofta had been ·ex
pressly assured at Sinaia 11 of armed assistance from Rumania and 
Yugoslavia, in the event of military action by Hungary against 
Czechoslovakia. 72 On the other l1and Krofta had been told that, in . 
event of a German-Czech conflict, Rumania and Yugoslavia. were 
uno ole to promise armed assistance. Apor further stated that it had 
been expressly confirmed to Hungarian Minister,73 on his inquir.rin .. 

"At the meeting of the Little Entente Powers (Rumania, Yugoslavia; and 
Czecho8lovakia) at Sinaia (Rumania) on 1\Iay 3--5,1938, which was attended by 
Stoyadinovich (Yugoslav Prime Minister), Comnen (Rumanian Foreign Min
ister), and Dr. Krofta (Czechoslovak Foreign Minister). According to the 
communlqu6 Issued, the meeting reaffirmed the solidarity of the Little Entente 
and its readiness to cooperate In any work of appeasement, and gave its special 
nttentlon to the examination of the relations of the Little Entente with Hungary. 

11 ~t>e dO<'ument No. 166, p. 290, and footnote 73 thereto. · 
11 The Hungurlan l\llnister in Rome WRR B~tt•on Frlgyes VIllani, 1934-41. 

197664-&9-vol. U-27 
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Rome~ that Italy would not leave Hungary in lurch in event of attack 
by Little Entente. 

Hungarian Government was already yesterday informed by British 
Minister'~'• of British Ambassador's demarche'~'5 to State Secretary, 
reported in yesterday's telegraphic instruction No. 85 (Pol. IV).'~'• 

WERKMEISTER 

No. 199 
120/68264: 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (W eizsacker) for thP
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, May 24, 1Q38. 
In the course of a visit occasioned by other businesa the British 

Ambassador touched briefly on the situation in Czechoslov1.1-kia. The 
Ambassador described to me his personal exertions, not only with 
London and Prague, but also partiC1.ilarly in regard to his British 
journalists here, whom he had kept to spber and truthful reporting 
concerning German patience and restraint. · 

In the further course of the conversation I told the Ambassador 
that a plan of action must now be formulated for further procedure 
in Czechoslovakia, because the problem on which things hinged con
tinued unchanged. Nothing practical would be achieved by a con
versation between Hodza and Henlein.11 The series of steps to be 
taken 'were, according to my opinion: withdrawal of the Czech mili
tary forces from the frontier; release of the age group and specialists 
called up; and then speedy fulfillment of Henlein's well-known 
demands. 

Henderson agreed. 
. WEIZSACKER 

" Sir Geoffrey Knox, 1935-39. · . 
' 1 Presumably that of 1\lay 21 or 22; see clocuments Nos. 185 and 189, pp. 314 

and 319. 
"Not printed. 
"Conversations between the Prime Minister, ·Hodza, and Henlein were renewed 

In Prague on May 23. See aiM footnote 12, p. 310. 
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No. 200 
2004/442509 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation in Hungary 
Telegram 

. I 

No. 92 of May 24 MAY 24, '1938. 
Ambassador, Washington,7s telegraphs on May 24: attitude of 

American Government in event of war as follows: 
Since midday today rumors circulating here that American Gov

ernment was considering expressing. in Berlin its intention to stand 
by French and· British Governments in event of conflict. Another 
report states that the French Government had. made representations 
here to this effect; on inquiry by journalists, report neither confirmed 
nor denied by State Department. 

I do not believe that President will decide ori such a step at prMent 
time (unless very strong British pressure is exerted here). There 
can be no doubt, however, that the American Government shares to 
great extent British and Francophile views on present situation. 

ALTENBURG 

No. 201 
120/68255 

The German Ambassador in Poland (MoZtke) to the Gertnan 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT WARSAW, May 24,1938-1:07 a.m. 
No. 32 of May 23 Received May 24,1938-4:05 a.m. 

I learn regarding demarches of the French and British Ambassa
dors on Sunday afternoon that, in view of serious view of situatjon 
taken in Paris and London and of efforts of both Governments for 
preservation of peace, urgent appeal has been addressed to Polish 
Government 79 to associate themselves with these efforts. French 
Ambassador 80 is said to have stated that in event of attack on Czecho
slovakia France would fulfill her obligations under the alliance and 
must expect Poland also to draw "certain conclusions" ["gewisse 
Konsequenzen"] therefrom. There was, however, no question here.of 
active military intervention but of a neutral attitude. 

n Dr. Hans Dieckhofr, 1937-41. 
"This was evidently the visit of the French and British Ambassadors to 

Colonel Beck, the Polish Foreign Minister, on May 22, about which great reserve 
was maintained in official circles. . 

• Leon Noel, 1935-39. 
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According to a statement of French Ambassador, Beck showed 
understanding for French apprehensions, without, however, making 
promises of any kind. 

Press Department of Foreign Ministry yesterday evening described 
view of situation held here as being that polling in Czechoslovakia\ 82 

was endangered by outside elements owing to internal disintegration, 
which was continuing further. This attitude would confirm that the 
demarches 83 have not had effect of diverting Poland from her anti
Czech policy. 

MOLTKE 

No. 202 
120/68262-63 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 255 of May 24 LoNDON, May 24:, 1938. 
Received May 25, 1938-11:45 a.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 251 of May 22.8• 

. I. Lord Halifax invited me today to have half an hour'~ conversa
tion with him, and said to me that, following upon our conversation 
of the day before yesterday and my communication regarding the 
more moderate tone of the German pressJ811 he had invited British 
press representatives to call on liim and advised them likewise to use 
moderation. Yesterday's press had followed this advice. British 
Government were therefore rather perturbed that the German press 
today, according to reports from Berlin, made a somewhat violent 
attack on the British Government. He asked me the reason for this 
hostile tone •. 

I expressed the- supposition that the German press considered it an 
injustice if the press of third countries accorded the same treatment 
to Germany and to Czechoslovakia. It was the Czechs who had 
mobilized troops, shot Germans, and caused the most varied incidents. 
In any case, I was fully convinced from today's British papers that 
the British press did not appreciate sufficiently our moderation and 
discretion. · · · · 

Lord Halifax requested me, in the interests of general pacification 
of tense situation, to use my efforts to induce German press as far as 

• See footnote 89, p. 335. 
• These d~rchea were apparently the "urgent appeal ..• to Polish Govern

ment" referred to in the first paragraph of this document. 
16 Document No. 191, p. 322. 

· • See ibid.) paragraph VI. 
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possible to suppress ill temper. He referred to his conversation with 
Reich Minister Goebbels,86 with whom he had expressed himself 
frankly to satisfaction of both parties, and with whom he had agreed 
to influence press of both parties in direction of moderation. He 
requested that this personal communication from him might be passed. 
on to Reich Minister Goebbels. I 

II. Foreign Minister further stated that he had caused French 
Government to bring pressure· to bear on Prague that no further 
call-up 87 of troops should take place. In reply to my question when 
Czech Government would release age group already called up, he 
promised to make appropriate inquiries. ' 

III. Halifax further said that, on my information that authority 
was slipping from the civilian Ministers and was passing into the 
hands of the military, he had addressed an inquiry to that effect to 
Prague and urgently advised restoration of the full authority of civil 
power. He had reason to assume that this advice was being followed. 

IV. In reply to his question as to my views on the significance of 
the plebiscite figures 88 I replied that these demonstrated the com
plete solidarity of the German people and the justification of Hen
lain's demands. · 

In reply to the further question from Halifax whether the peaceful 
course of the elections 89 did not testify to the moderation of the Czech 
Government, I said that numerous minor incidents had taken place, 
and that the Government had shrunk :from further bloodshed after 
the incidents on Saturday.Do 

V. Foreign Minister further deplored that polling was again to he 
held on two Sundays and seemed to be considering the possibility of 
combining the two on one day. 

DIRKSEN 

841 During Lord Halifax's visit to Germany, November 19-20, 1987; st>e foot-
note 26, p. 73. · · · 

"' See footnote 1, p. 804. • 
"I.e., the Reich plebiscite held on April 10 on the question of the Anschluu 

with Austria. (See footnote 84, p. 208.) The result of the plebiscite, 99.8 percent 
in favor of the Anschluss, was announced on Aprilll. . 

• The first stage of communal elections in Czechoslovakia was held on Sunday, 
May 22, the remaining stages being held on two subsequent Sundays, May 29 
and June 12. The first stage, on May 22, passed off without Incident. 

• Probably refers to the Eger and Komotau Incidents; see footnotefl 2 and 3, 
p. 805. 
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No. 203 
120/68258 

The German Ambas.,ador in France (Welczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 254 of May 24 PARis, May 24, 1938. 
Received May 24, 1938-9:35 p.m. 

· Reliable informant from Quai d'Orsay circles tells me that there 
is extreme dissatisfaction there concerning Poland's attitude recently. 
On being questioned about the attitude Poland would adopt in event 
of a German attack on Czechoslovakia, F_oreign Minister Beck was 
evasive and maintained his attitude, even under increased pressure 
from Britain and France. In reply to the question finally pu,t to him, 
whether Poland would stand by the Polish-Frenchalliance93 should 
the occasion arise, Beck stated that he would meet the alliance com
mitments as agreed, in the event of France being attacked also. This 
answer is taken to mean here that Poland was keeping a free hand 
in case France took action against Germany, in consequence of her 
treaty commitments vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia. 

WELCZECK 

No. 204 
2369/494491.1-96 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy 
in 'Great Britain 

Telegram 

No. 158 

In reply to No. 251 (IV 3460),9' 
Reference second paragraph, II: 

BERLIN, May 24, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3535) 
(Pol. IV 4059) 

If Lord Halifax told you that, in the event of a German invasion 
of Czechoslovakia, in whatever circumstances, even of great provoca
tion by the Czechs, the French would march against us, then such an 
intention on the part of France, especially when communicated to us 
verbally. by an Englishman, cannot but greatly astonish us. French 
treaty obligation to render assistance to Czechoslovakia arises, as is 

11 The Franco-Polish Treaty of Alliance of February 19, 1921, which was sup
plemented by the Franco-Polish Treaty of Mutual Guarantee of October 16, 1925, 
as part of the Locarno Agreements . 

.. Document No. 191, p. 322. 
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well known, only in the event of an unprovoked attack on that. coun
try by a third state.95 The French intention as described by Lord 
Halifax, and the proposed British attitude toward this, could only 
be tantamount to a vain attempt, by means of threats going far 
beyond France's treaty obligations, to intimidate Germany to such 
an extent that she would submit to any acts of provocation by Czecho
slovakia without resistance. Conversely, this attitude would set the 
highest premium on Czech provocation that France could pay, and 
Britain would become -the spineless follower of this drifting 
European policy. 

I therefore request, you to raise this matter again in your next 
conversation with Halifax. Halifax should be informed that we 
ctmld not conceive that this was the real purport of his statements 
to you. Please inquire of him whether he does not wish to correct 
his previous statement. Otherwise we should not be able to with
hold it from the public. 

RmBENTROP 

No. 205 
120/68269 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 118 of May 24 BucHAREST, May. 24, 1938-9:40 p.m. 
Received May 24, 1938-11 :45 p.m. 

Court Minister Urdareanu, the Queen's intimate friend, informed 
me in conversation that King Carol had clearly stated to Benes 
that Rumania would not intervene in a conflict between Czechoslo
vakia and Germany.06 Rumania would only march if Hungary at
tacked, or if a world war broke out and she were compelled by virtue 
of League of Nations Covenant to intervene. Naturally position was 
extraordinarily difficult for Rumania as, like Poland, she had· not 
conceded right of transit or flight over territory to Soviet Russia and 
would be compelled to fire on aircraft flying over. 

Rumania had been kept informed by Great Britain about every 
phase of present crisis, and along with Britain had brought influence 
to bear on Prague to induce Benes to give way. Impression here is 

. that military action by Germany would have resulted in world war 

• See document No. 2, p. 10. 
"This statement was made presumably during King Carol's visit to President 

Bene!§ at Seelowitz (Czechoslovakia) in November 1937. See footnote 61, p. 38. 
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in consequence of France's attitude, and Britain would then from 
general political considerations have hastened to assistance of France. 

FABRICIUS 

No. 206 
28/19160 

The German Foreign Mini&try to the German Legation 
in Oaechoilovakia 

Telegram 

No. 122 of May 24 BERLIN, May 24, 1938-10:58 p.m. 
Received Prague, May 24, 1938-11:36 p.m. 

Reference to telegram of 23d instant, Ng:167.&T 
Supreme Headquarters of Wehrmacht has communicated follow

ing with reference to details given in paragraph 2: 
Ninth Infantry Regiment [/.R. 9] is at training camp. Twenty

third .Artillery Regiment [A.R. ~3] has moved out to Doberitz. 
Data on Antiaircraft Battery and Searchlight Battery of Regiment 
Goring are incorrect. Reports on 7th Machine Gun Battery (not 
Regiment) are correct as Battery is stationed in Dresden. The same 
applies to 3d Antiaircraft .and 43d Antiaircraft. 

Allegations about calling up of reservists on May 21 are incorrect. 
Allegations concerning squadrons of 152d Bomber Group [Kampf· 
geschwader] have not yet been fully checked, but are described as 
improbable. · 

Moreover, no transfer of Luftwaffe units has taken place. It is 
correct that during present spring period troops throughout Germany 
are moving to training areas and are undergoing training there or 
on the way there. In the same way the routine exercises will take 
place within framework of normal training of Luftwaffe. 

In accordance. with instructions from higher authority, I request 
that you regard this data as supplied only for your information, as 
information concerning troop movements is no longer to be given. 

WEIZSACKER 

"Not printed. 
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No. 207 
223/Ui0224 ' 

The Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmaeht, to the Foreign Ministry 

URGENT · BERLIN; May 25, 1938. 
(e. o. Pol. I :M: 1803) 

Drafting Officer: Counselor of Legation Baron von der Heyden
Rynsch. 

Colonel Schellert, of the Supreme l!eadquarters of the W ehrmacht, 
has communicated the following information: 

As has already been reported a few days ago, some troops are 
marching back from .Austria to the Old Reich. .Apart from this, 
training units are moving to .Austria from the Old Reich. , 

The transport of troops from .Austria has been carried out accord
ing to plan from May 23-25 . .About 28 trains have been dispatched 
from Austria to the Old Reich. 

Between May 26 and 28, 8 infantry battalions, 3 artillery groups 
[Abteilungen], and some technical troops (engineers, etc.), altogether 
about 20 trains, will run from Germany to Austria. 

VON LMPHOEVENER 

(Dictated by telephone from the 'Var Ministry by-Counselor. of 
Legation Baron von der Heyden-Rynsch.) 

No. 208 
120/68269 . 

The German Amba.~sador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

'J'elegram 

No. 258 of May 25 LoNDON, May 25,1938-1 p.m. 
Received May 25, 1938-10:50 ·p.m. 

On occasion of return visit I had lengthy conversation today with 
Czechoslovak Minister,118 who had just been with Lord Halifax and 
is flying to Paris tomorrow in order to act there in harmony with 
efforts of British Government. He emphasized that. Czechoslovak 
Government were willing to negotiate on all matters in order to 
achieve peaceful solution. Relationship to Soviet Russia might '\lso 
be discussed, although a demand for immediate change of direction 
could naturally not be granted. Masaryk hinted at the desire for 
creation of a measure of greater security for a Czechoslovak State 
which had granted the justified demands of its minorities, without 
specifically mentioning guarantee or neutralization. He expressed 

• Jan 1\lasaryk, 1925-38. 
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himself as satisfied with the result of his conversation with Henlein." 
He emphasized again and again that his Government were ready to 
comply with all demands as long as they were in any way compatible 
with independence of Czechoslovakia. · 

I drew attention to fact that immediate cancellation of military 
measures taken was necessary. He challenged my further observa
tion that the Czech military circles had now really gained the upper 
hand. He admitted straight away that the Sudeten German minority 
had been oppressed in many ways by Czech authorities. 

It was obvious that he had been subjected to strong pressure by 
Lord Halifax. 

DIRKSEN 

No. 209 
2369/494522-25 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 1. Pru.aUE, :May 25, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3847) 

Subject: Events preceding mobilization; the role of the British ])fili
tary Attache in Berlin. Revival of the Hussite spirit. More 
favorable prospects for the negotiations between the Sudeten 
German Party and the Czechoslovak Government~ 

POLITICAL REPORT 1 

From a. completely reliable source I have learned the following 
about events preceding the Czechoslovak partial mobilization :2 

President BeneS is said to have received on Thursday, May 19, the 
first reports.o~ German troop movements near the frontier. He had 
first supposed that it was not a. question of a. plan of attack against 
Czechoslovakia, but rather of the propagandist effect which the 
proximity of German troops was intended to have on the communal 
elections3 of the Sudet.en German population. Thus no military sig
nificance had at first been attached to these reports, nor had, there
fore, any military countermeasures been envisaged. Twelve hours 
later, however, the British·])filitary Attache in Berlin• had sent a. 
report to London on .German troop concentrations directed against 

• The conversation with He~lein during his visit to London in May; see foot
note 35,p. 273. 

• Marginal longhand note initialed by Weizsiicker, May 27: "RM: The version 
given on pages 1 and 2 here is not very probable according to our information." 

• See footnote 1, p. 304. 
• See footnote 89, p. 335. 
• Col. F. N. Mason-MacFarlall8. 
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Czechoslovakia, and the British Government informed Prague of 
this. Whereupon urgent inquiries to the German Government had 
been made by the Czechoslovak Government. At the consultation, 
which had taken place on Friday evening,6 there had been present 
members of the Government-my information does not state whether 
all had been there, or only the so-called political ones and the Foreign 
Mini~ter-as well as Generals. BeneS himself had taken the chair. 
The military members · had demanded the calling up of five age 
groups, the civilian Ministers had been opposed to this and had been 
ready, in view of the clear German answer, to limit themselves to the 
calling up of one age group for "exercises," which was not therefore 
a Mobilization measure. The President had bridged this difference 
of opinion by deciding that two age groups were to be "mobilized." 
Hodza, the Prime Minister, had taken part in this consultation and 
therefore shared responsibility for its outcome. 

The conclusion that the deciding factor confirming the view that 
Czechoslovakia was militarily threatened by Germany came from 
London is supported by the following further information:-

Yesterday I charged .. Krofta with the fact that the Czechoslovak 
Government had represented Germany as a disturber of the peace, 
because he, and particularly Krejci, Chief :of the General Staff, in 
his discussion with Colonel Toussaint,8 had spoken of a threat by us 
as the reason for Czechoslovak military measures, and that this idea 
had been spread throughout the world.7 Krofta, in reply, gave as 
an excuse the fact that n9t only the Prague Government but, quite 
independently, the London. Government also had received definite 
and serious reports abOut German troop concentrations. Further
more, the British Minister here had only yesterday spoken to the 
Italian Minister 8 of the established fact of .German military measures. . 

It appears from all this that the British Military Attache in Berlin 
. is to a large degree respom;ible for the uneasiness which has arisen 
here 9

' and particularly in London, and which, if the Reich Govern
ment had allowed itself to be mftuenced by it, might have led to the 
most serious complications-quite apart from the consequences that 
have actually resulted. The British Government, however, had un
doubtedly no interest whatever in the artificial creation of a danger 
of war, which fact was substantiated by Newto~'s further statement 
to Facendis that he was giving the Czechs here only the most urgent 

1 May20. 
• The German Military AttacM in Prague. 
' l\Iarginallongband note: "by Prague." 
• Domenico de Facendis, 1935-38. 
• Marginal longhand note: "In my opinion Henderson should be questioned about 

this directly.'' 
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advice to show a conciliatory attitude toward the Sudeten Gennans; 
but had said nothing to them about extensive British support for 
Czechoslovakia, because this "would not be good for the Czechs." 
If, therefore, the British Military Attache in Berlin believed his 
reports of a German strategic concentration and attached such im
portance to them, these reports must have sounded very definite, and 
one wonders who supplied them. Perhaps the supposition is justified, 
that a 'third interested party fabricates such reports and plays them 
into the hands of military agents in order to let loose a disaster. 

According to the above account, the part' played by BeneS appears 
in a somewhat more favorable light than it had hitherto done to me. 
From this he is not the instigator but partly the victim of a decep
tion. It is, nevertheless, still clear from this that he took advantage 
of Britain's agitation, supported by the Generals' vote against the 
civilian Ministers, to realize at a decisive moment the internal politi
cal aim of establishing once more the authority of the State in the 
Sudeten German area, in such a way as to bring about the danger 
of a European war. · He may well have been led to do this by the 
wish to demonstrate to his own people and to the world the strength 
of the system of alliances created by him and the political and mili
tary support expected from Britain. The Hussite spirit, which had 
always been alive in the Army, has also appeared in Benes and has 
now· undoubtedly taken hold of large sections of the Czech people also. 

· The version, according to which Germany had not wished to attack 
Czechoslovakia with her troop concentrations but rather to wear her 
down internally, is also to be found today m the Narodrii Politika,10 

from which I here quote the following paragraph in translation: 

"Germany wished by the massing of military forces on our fron
tiers-admittedly only for the normal exercises-to strengthen the 
position of our. Henleinists, who wanted to take advantage of the 
results of the communal elections and the state of unrest to seriously 
shake governmental authority in the Germanized frontier districts. 
But the Prague Government did not fail. The Army answered with 
a speedy and well-timed massing of our military forces on the fron
tiers-admittedly only for the normal exercises. Except for the inci
dent at Eger,11 the Government has demonstrated its power without 
~esorting to force." 

Hodza's attitude a,Ppears somewhat weak compared with that of 
Bene8, who turned the scales and played for high stakes. His policy 
of coJWiliation has not been able to check the signs of internal collapse 
in the State. He had only lost time because he had neither won over 
the Czechs to his way of thin}ring nor, indeed, appeased the Germans. 

• The organ of the Czechoslovak National Democrat Party. 
u See footnote 2, p. 805. 
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The prospects for his move for negotiations have now, howe~er, 
Lm.proved insofar as, on the one hand, the Czechoslovak Government 
must follow in all circumstances the British advice to conciliate, in 
lrder not to prejudice the invaluable diplomatic assistance of Britain, 
lnd since, on the other hand, the illusion of Germany's i~inent 
l.rmed intervention having been dispelled, the Sudeten Germans have 
l.t present no other way out of the situation created in the frontier 
!lrea by these military measures than to extract by negotiation as 
great a measure of political freedom of action and self-administration 
!I.S can be attained. Thus, the first exchange of views between Hodza 
!lnd Henlein 12 took place in a not unfavorable atmosphere. The 
discussions are to be continued on the 28th instant on the basis of a 
list of Sudeten German demands to be drawn up by that date. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 210 
l20/68276-77 

The German Amb'assador in France (Welczeclc) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No •. 259 of May 26 PARis, May 26, 1938. 
Received May 26, 1938-4 :30 p.m. 

Foreign Minister sent for me late yesterday evening and in moving 
terms expressed the thanks of the French Government for the dig
nified calm and restraint shown by us during. the last few days, 
whereby the lamentable occurrences and events in Czechoslovakia 
are shown up in all the more unfavorable light. The German Gov
ernment had on this occasion made in the most conspicuous fashion 
a contribution toward preserving European peace, as was acknowl
edged by the whole world. If he had not sent for me during the 
critical days, but had left it to the .Prime Minister instead to receive 
me informally at his private residence on Sunday evening,13 he had 
intended in this way to avoid giving ill-intentioned press men the 
impression that influence of any kind or even pressure was being 
exerted upon us, a thing which would never have occurred to anyone 
here. He had, however, brought all the stronger pressure to bear on 
Prague, and during the critical days had often spoken twice or three 
times on the telephone with leading men there, and at once demanded 
that Czech frontier officials responsible should be brought to book 

•• Ree footnote 77, p. 332. 
11 Ree document No. 194, p. 326. 
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and punished. Yesterday he had sent Osusky, the Czechoslovak 
Minister here, to Prague in order to remonstrate firmly with the 
Government there. He sincerely hoped that the combined Franco
British efl'orts would succeed in a comparatively short time in secur
ing desired guarantees for the Sudeten Germans. Even if the de
mands could not perhaps be fulfilled 100 percent now, they ought 
still to secure a 60 or 70 percent fulfillment, and could go beyond 
this, if after a few years it proved that the concessions were insuffi
cient. Time might meanwhile pave the way for much which would 
prove absolutely necessary, but which today must lead to war if 
methods of force were adopted. With some understanding and good 
will a way could be found which would more or less achieve the 
same end without injuring the susceptibilities of other people. 

I began my observations in reply by pointing out the bias of the 
Peace Treaties, the unnatural provisions of which must be eliminated 
if ever peace was to come to Europe. :M:ost acute problem was the 
Sudeten German one. 

The only reason why Czechs showed themselves so stubborn was 
that.they were presuming on French alliance. In Prague there were 
warmongers who, from a hankering after Czech hegemony and hatred 
of authoritarian regime, were preaching crusade against Germany 
and were even sending agents pr01locateurs into Sudeten German 
districts. It was there that pressure must be exerted; if the French 
Government did not secure fulfillment of well-founded demands of 
Sudeten Germans by means of strongest pressure, responsibility for 
the war would fall upon France. Not until Czechs realized that 
France was no loitger indirectly encouraging them to resist by means 
of repeated assertions of alliance, would it be possible to settle the 
Sudeten German problem. Foreign :M:inister, obviously impressed, 
finally declared to me that, if the Czechoslovak. Government con
tinued unyielding, the French Government would inform them that 
under these circumstances they would be obliged to submit their 
obligations under the alliance to revision. I replied that this seemed 
to me the proper way to make progress in the Sudeten German 
question. 

In this connection Bonnet endeavored more than once to act as 
spokesman for the idea of German-French-British cooperation in the 
Sudeten German question, in the hope that cooperation in other fields 
might result therefrom. Without entirely rejecting the idea of co
operation, I explained to the Foreign :Minister that we preferred, and 
the reasons why we preferred, the settlement of the Sudeten German 
problem by direct negotiations between Prague and Henlein. 

WELCZECX 
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No. 211 
120/68279-80 

The German Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

Telegram 

TOP SECRET RoME, M:ay 26, 1938-9 p.m. 
No. 142 of M:ay 26 Received M:ay 27, 1938-1:30 a.m •. 

For State Secretary. 
In continuation of my telephone conversation with Counselor of 

Legation Altenburg today.14 . 

Ciano sent for me urgently at midday today in order to discuss the 
following: 

As the Italian Government knew reliably from agents, an unsatis
factory attitude from point of view of German-Italian relations was 
noticeable of late in German journalistic circles here. In this connec
tion, as he expressly stated, he mentioned the names of Langen and 
Hiltebrandt by way of example. The ••• (group missing) hitherto 
observed by the Italian Government toward the events in Czechoslo
vakia were i!lterpreted by these gentlemen in their conversations as 
tendency on the part of the Italians to depart from their attitude 
with which we have been familiar up till now. In this gossip, which 
has also reached the ears of the French and British press representa
tives, the reason, moreover, is to be found why French and British 
press, and especially the former, have during last few days contained 
articles which are most regrettable from point of view of German
Italian relations. Yesterday evening an exchange of views had 
taken place by telephone between the Ministers, Dr. Goebbels and 
Alfieri,15 regarding this matter, which had led Italian Government 
to issue instructions to their press without delay to reply to certain 
tendentious articles in British and French papers, which has in. the 
meantime already been done. · 

Gossip among journalists fastened upon fact that he-Ciano-had 
received Lord Perth three times. In first conversation no mention 
was made of Czechoslovakia at all. In both other conversations, in 
which Lord Perth communicated the well-known standpoint of the 
British Government, he, Ciano, had explained to the British Am
bassador quite distinctly that the Italian Government were on Ger
many's side with "solidarite complete et sympathie," showed fullest 
understanding for the German point of view, regarded the. Czech 

u Record of this not printed. 
u Italian Minister for Popular Enlightenment, 1936-39. 
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question as an "affaire tk famille," and said that the future fate of 
Czechoslovakia was a matter of complete indifference to them. 

To these observations Ciano added that I might hasten to sound 
my Government whether they perhaps desired that their unequivocal 
attitude toward Czech question should, in some other form, be in
dignantly publicized by the Italians. He was willing to take nction 
immediately on receiving from us a request to· this effect, and had 
in mind a suitable article in the lnfQNTI,(J,Zione Diplomatica.11 

Ciano then launched forth into lengthy reflections on the press and 
particularly our press representatives here. He considered that it 
would be good if I could take up this matter some time soon and in 
particular ascertain for myself whether his view was correct that 
perhaps it might be greatly to the advantage of our mutual interests 
to introduce some time a general rejuvenation of our press represen
tatives. There were a number of individuals among them who con
sciously, or partly perhaps unconsciously, were unable to adapt them
selves to the clear new line of policy and, hampered by reminiscences 
of the paSt, could not rise to genuine confidence in the Government 
here. Present events proved this quite clearly. Further report on 
this subject will follow. 

In conclusion, Ciano requested me to make known in Berlin that 
the journalist Zigalli of the Stampa,18 regarding whose recent article 
on Czech question, undesirable from our point of view, the Reich 
Foreign Minister had lately spoken to Ambassador Attolico, hud, 
according to a report just received by him, been instantly dismissed 
in conformity with his suggestion. 

lfACKENSEN 

No. 212 
2369/i94ll04-4!6 

The German .AmbO)Jsador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A 2368 
LoNDON, :May 26, 1938. 

(Pol. IV 3648) 
According to information received in strict confidence (from For

eign Office circles) by a press representative known to the Embassy 
for several years, the unusual state of agitation in London last 

11 An Italian political review, used by Ciano. 
11 The principal Turin dally, less Fascist than most; Zigalli was one of the 

best-known Italian correspondents in Central Europe. The article, published on 
about May 23, among other things asserted that the Germans in Bohemia were 
not a compact ethnical unit, and that annexation by Germany of regions inhabited 
bJ Sudeten Germans might prejudice the Interests of minorities. 
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Saturday and Sunday19 can be largely attributed to the reports from ' 
the British Ambassador in Berlin. Sir Nevile Henderson has evi
dently sent a. very pessimistic account of the situation to London 
following his two conversations with the Reich Minister. It seems, 
almost as if he had been under the impression that Germany ;wished 
to settle the Sudeten German problem this week end by force. 

According to the Foreign Office account, the Ambassador was said 
to have called together the Embassy officials after his last conversa· 
tion with Herr von Ribbentrop,20 and advised them to send their 
wives and children back to England.21 Nobody could tell what the· 
next hours would bring. He is said to have given the same advice again 
24 hours later to British press representatives in Berlin. People in· 
the Foreign Office today are under the impressio:q that the Ambassa
dor had lost his nerve. The pessimistic reports from the Ambassador, 
are also said to have been the reason why Mr. Chamberlain called· 
a Cabinet meeting for Sunday afternoon, although he himself hardly 
shared the opinions expressed in Sir Nevile Henderson's reports. 

I hear further that Lord Halifax gave instructions on arrival of 
the reports that these papers were not to be passed through the usual 
channels. Lord Halifax had also probably convinced himself, from 
other information available to him, that the account of the British 
Ambassador in Berlin did not represent the situation accurately. 

The attitude of the London pr<'ss on Sunday, which could be 
described as neurasthenic, was clearly derived from the Berlin cor
respondents of British newspapers. How great the agitatiorr of these 
gentlemen must have been is shown by a. further communication from 
the German journalist mentioned at the beginning, according to which 
even the representative o~ a Swiss newspaper in Berlin wished to send 
his wife home, because of information from his British colleague. 

The British press subsequently realized that the reports .it was 
reooiving were altogether wide of the mark. People are now looking 
for a culprit. In several newspapers yesterday the question was 
raised as to wlio had really given the order in Berlin ·on Sunday 
evening to send the women and children back to England. The 
Evening Standard of the 25th writes under the headline "The Can
celed Order" ;22 

• 
"l!ay 21 and 22, respectively. 
• That on May 21; see document No. 186, p. 815, 
11 On this whole matter, cf. Henderson, Failure of a Mi.ssion (London, 1940), 

pp. 187-138; and J. W. Wheeler-Bennett, Munich (London 1948), pp. 58-59, 
footnote. The rumor reached London, and the Foreign Secretary telegraphed 
a request to the Ambassador to cancel any of the rumored arrangements to 
evacuate the British colony . 

.. The following paf;sage Is quoted In English in the original. 
T97664-4li-'VOJ, U-28 
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"Who gave the order on Sunday to evacuate women and children 
belonging to the families of members of the British Embassy and 
Consulate staff in Berlin! 

"Who later on canceled that order! . 
"The order should never have been given. [Did] the cancellation 

emanate from London¥ These are questions which should be 
answered." 

]tis to be assumed that with these remarks the newspaper wished 
to attack the British Ambassador in Berlin. His name has not yet 
been publicly mentioned in this connection. . 

It seems as if these indiscretions in the British press emanate from 
those persons in the Foreign Office to whom Sir Nevile Henderson's · 
attitude to Germany appears too positive, and who for this reason 
have for a long ti.m.'e been working for his downfall. 

VONDmKSEN 

No. 213 
16110/392035 

Ea1tract From a Letter From the German .Amba:Jsador in the Soviet 
Un~ (Schulenburg) to an Official of the German Foreign Min
istry (Schliep J 

(Pol. IV 8732) 

I share the opinion of the Bucharest Legation that the Rumanian 
Government will not grant right of troop transit to the Russians. 
I cannot see the .King even agreeing to any such thing. In any case 
the entire political situation would have to change completely. 
Neither can I believe that the Russians are making great efforts to 
obtain this privilege. One is constantly seeing signs here of how 
little the Soviet Union wants war. I enclose a short report211 which 
shows how reserved the Soviet press is in regard to the Sudeten 
German question. It is obviously no pleasant thought for the Soviet 
Union to ha'Ve to go to war on account of Czechoslovakia. 

Passed to: Director, Political Department 
Pol. IV Rumania 

BERLIN, May 27, 1938. 

• Not]lrlnted. 

SCHLIEP 
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'No. 214 
120/68285 

The German Foreign Ministry to Oertain German Missions Abroad. 
Telegram 

BERLIN, May 27, 1938. 
(zu Pol. IV 3532 (I)) 

To 
1) German Embassy, Washington, No. 150. 
2) German Embassy, London, No. 169. 
3) German Embassy, Paris, No. 196. 
4) German Embassy, Warsaw, No. 107 •. 
5) German Legation, Prague, No. 135. 
6) German Legation, Belgrade, No. 82. 
7) German Legation, Bucharest, No. 129 • 

.According to impression received up to the present, the Italian 
Government seem to want to stand aloof in event of a German
Czechoslovak conflict. In a conversation which our .Ambassador in 
Rome had with the Italian Foreign Minister on May 23,26 Count 
Ciano stated that he had plainly stressed the fact to the British .Am
bassador that the Czech question did not concern Italy. In the 
further course of the conversation, moreover, he refrained from in
quiring from Herr von Mackensen about the present state of the 
question. · 

BISMARCK 

No. 215 
120/6830l'Hl6 

Memorandum 

Yesterday I asked the British Military Attache in the course of 
conversation after dinner at his house whether he had had a great 
many things to do during last week end in view of events in Czecho
slovakia. Colonel MacFarlane replied with a certain amount of 
pride that he had covered over 1,100 km. last Sunday 27 in· his- car, 
driving himself. He had driven along almost the entire German
Czech frontier in order to verify the rumors of alleged German troop 
movements. He had sent his assistant to other points on ~he German
Czech frontier for the same purpose. Both had been unable to dis-

.. See vol. I, document No. 770, p. 1125. 
"'llay 22; see also document No. 188, p. 318 (paragraph 3). 
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cover any signs whatever of such German troop movements during 
their extensive journeys. 

I remarked that it was quite incomprehensible to me how these 
rumors had• arisen in such circumstances and could have produced 
such fateful reactions in Czechoslovakia. MacFarlane gave the fol
lowing explanation of this: 
It was well known that troop movements were continuously taking 

place at the present time throughout Germany. Individual units 
were changing their stations, moving into new barracks, being trans
ferred to Austria or withdrawn from there again, etc. There was 
absolutely nothing out of the ordinary about this and it was known 
to all the experts. Naturally, they had people who kept an eye on 
these proceedings. If the Czechoslovak General Sta1f had chanced 
to receive toward the end of last week a rather large number of 
reports of such troop transfers inside Germany (e.g., Infantry Regi
ment No. 3 today moved from Potsdam in a southerly direction), 
and if, on comparing the various directions of the moves reported 
they, concluded that these were taking place in the direction of 
Czechoslovakia as a part of a unified plan, one could well understand 
their decision. In fact this decision was clearly due to a misunder
standing. However, this misunderstanding could perhaps be ac
counted for, since such reports mostly mentioned only the fact that 
there had been a movement of ~roops, perhaps also its general direc
tion, but almost never the ultimate destination of the transfer. 

I also told the Colonel that it was surely strange that, in spite of 
his own personal corroboration, the idea had been given support for 
days also in the British press and was even now still partially main
tained, that German troop transfers toward the Czechoslovak frontier 
had actually taken place. He merely shrugged his shoulders at this 
by way of an answer. 

WIEHL 

BERLIN, May 28, 1938. 

No. 216 
289/183197-98 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN, May 28, 1938. 

The British Ambassador came to see me today and observed that 
he would have called on the Reich Minister himself, but he merely 
wished to make some preliminary inquiries on a matter which he 
wished to postpone bringing to the notice of the Reich Minister, 
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offiCially, until he had a clearer idea of the principles underlying 
our policy. 

The Ambassador went on to say that I undoubtedly knew of a plan 
which had also been discussed in the House of Commons yesterday 
and which envisaged the sending of an impartial commission to the 
vital places involved in the German-Czech problem.80 His Govern
ment had no precise views at all on the plan itself, the method of 
setting up the commission, its terms of reference, or the areas in 
which it would eventually operate. ·Neither did they wish to come 
forward with any plan which was not approved by us. 

The British Government put forward the followmg points for dis
cussion. The commission's task could be regarded as the investigation 
of every kind of incident which might occur in the present state of 
German-Czech tension, in order to bring the facts to light. Their 
sphere of activity might he the Sudeten German frontier area, or even 
the frontier area on both sides. In the former case it would only 
be a matter of investigating internal Czech incidents, and in the latter 
of investigating frontier violations on both sides of the frontier. 
The commission might perhaps be composed either of Swiss and 
Swedes, or English and French, or neutrals and representatives of the 
Great Powers, or even only of Englishmen. The commission might 
function by virtue of its general plenary powers, or in each case at 
the request of the Government concerned on whose territory the inci
dent to be investigated had occurred. Sir Nevile Henderson then 
emphasized the fact once more that his Government had no precon
ceived opinions whatever, but only wished to make some contribution 
toward a general peaceful settlement. 

I told the Ambassador that I must naturally reserve my answer 
to his inquiries. At first sight I wanted to p(>int out that interna· 
tional commissions on German territory were, from our owri expe
rience, not very popular. I also believed that representatives of one 
country, for instance British, as had already been mentioned when 
the question of sending observers W9.S discussed recently, usually 
served a more useful purpose than an international group which 
could not reach decisions; but I did not wish to anticipate on this 
point. One thing only seemed certain to me: if one really wis'hed to 
make some contribution toward a peaceful settlement, care must be 

• On the 26th (not 27th), Mr. Noel-Baker, M.P., asked the Prime Minister in 
the House of Commons whether His Majesty's Government would propose the 
Immediate dispatch of an impartial international commission to the Czecho
slovak-German frontier area to investigate the alleged violations of the frontier 
and other incidents which might arise. The Parliamentary Under Secretary to 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Mr. R. A. Butler) replied that His 
Alajesty's Gover:nment would bear the suggestion in mind. 
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taken to see that the p;rogram already discussed here during Hender
son's last visit82 was realized, namely, the withdrawal of Czech troops 
from the frontier area and the release of mobilized armed forces, as 
well as the fulfillment of Henlein's demands. That would be more 
effective than commissions for investigation and verification. 

The Ambassador would be grateful for an early report on the 
basic German view of the plan described. 

No. 217 
120/68303 

M emorarulum by the State Secretary (W eiz8iicker) 

BERLIN, May 28, 1938. 
When the British Ambassador visited me today we also broached 

the subject of the lack of effect hitherto shown by British pressure 
in Prague. I said to the Ambassador that it was just impossible to 
exhort the Czech Government to reason, while at the same time giving 
them to understand by means of debates in the House of Commons 
and the like that in the extreme resort they would after all receive 
assistance. I also made passing reference to the well-known state
ment to this effect by Halifax reported by Herr von Dirksen.82' 

Henderson- replied immediately t'.\lat there must certainly be some 
misunderstanding. If the Czechs allowed themselves to be carried 
away to coln.mit actions entailing unbearable provocation, then 
Britain wouid not support them, but would on the contrary leave 
them to theb: fate. 

• On May 24; concerning the visit and the program discussed, see document 
No. 199, p. 332. ,. 

aa Evidently the statement of Lord Halifax on l\lay 22 in his Interview with 
Dirksen, reeorded In document No. 191, p. 322, and especially referred to by Rib
bentrop In document No. 204, p. 336. 
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No. 218 
120/68312 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 182 of May 28 PRAGUE, May 28, 1938-3:50 p.m. 
Received May 28, 1938-5:30 p.m. 

British Minister today had interview with Hodza, content.CJ of 
which he reported to me, with Hodza's consent, "confidentially and 
personally." AccOrding to this, Hodza confirmed that he now would 
and could go further in meeting the Sudeten German Party· than 
previously expected, that he was expecting Sudeten German Party 
proposals todayas and was ready to continue negotiations with He:Q. .... ·· 
lein immediately. 

Today and ton;torrow troops would be confined to barracks, these 
being election days. Hodza had ''ordained" that troops (not only air
craft therefore) must keep a way from frontier and, moreover, at a diS
tance of considerably more than 5 kilometers at many points. 

At beginning of next week a start is to be made with cancellation 
of mobilization measures and a few thousand men would be sent home 
to begin with. On the other hand, when Newton called his attention 
to interview publicly reported today with Deputy Prime Minister 
Bechyne,8' according to which security measures would not be coun
termanded, Hodza referred to proviso mentioned therein, "so long as 
situation is unchanged." 

Hodza hopes to be able to establish publicly change in situation 
immediately after beginning of negotiations. 

I asked Newton to use his influence strongly on following points: 
1. Removal of road blocks, which isolated many villages· and 

placed them in difficulties; 
2. Withdrawal of ball ammunition; 
3. Accelerated demobilization; 
4. Severest measures against excesses by soldiery [Soldateska]; 
5. Early removal of State police from frontier area.811 

Newton promised to work ceaselessly to this end and to continue 
to maintain close contact with us. '" 

EISENLOHR 

• The contacts between the Sudeten German Party leaders and the Czecho
slovak Government had been renewed on May 23 (see footnote 12, p. 310) and 
Henleln had an Interview with Dr. Hodza on the 24th from which little resulted. 
The Sudeten German Party proposals were not in fact presented until early In 
June. 

11 Rudolf Bechyne, the Social Democrat Deputy Prime Minister of Czechoslo
vakia. 

• See document N&. 103, p. 186. 
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No. 219 
120/68313-lT 

Minute by an Official of Political Division I of the Foreign Ministry 
(Heyden-Rymch) 

MINUTE oF A CoNVERSATION BETWEEN F~Nx., liEYDEN-RYNSCH AND 

WExzsXcKER oN THE AnElt.."'i'ooN oF l!Ai' 28, 1938 (DRAwN UP BY 

IbYDEN·RYNSCH)38 

I asked Herr Frank for his views as to what course could best be 
adopted for the future, both as regards our negotiations with the 
Czechs and in our relations with foreign countries. 

Herr Frank emphasized that Konrad Henlein and he had already 
in their conversations with Premier Hodza placed the question of 
responsibility in the foreground.· In his opinion we must keep to 
the line that the Sudeten German Party always acted correctly and 
was in the right, while the Czechs as far as possible were to be put 
in the wrong and pilloried as partisans of power politics. Their 
propaganda crystallized around three points: 

1. Elections held at the bayonet's point. The presumed mobiliza
tion of the Czech Army would result in the executive power passing 
into the hands of the military, so that the civilian officials and with 
them, too, the Sudeten German administrative authorities would be 
robbed of their functions. 

2. Czechoslovakia was deploying her Army against foreign coun
tri4;ls and was entrenching herself on every frontier. Although de
tails regarding these points could not be cited, because they came 
under the State Security Law,87 involving liability to the death 
penalty, he and Konrad Henlein had nonetheless in conversation with 
Hodza alluded to this state of affairs. In so doing they had left him 
in no doubt that they would inform their foreign friends as well 
about it. 

3. The constant excesses committed by the Czech Army and gen
daNnerie at the expense of the Sudeten Germans. 

Herr Frank brought up a number of details for discussion, and 
for the rest referred to the comprehensive material which he had 
placed at the disposal of the Legation with the request that it might 
be forwarded to Berlin. · 
It was · not possible to broadcast these points throughout the 

Sudeten Gerinan pre5s, as the censorship prevented the appearance 
of such news. In consequence, the carefully checked material relating 

11 This beading Is entered on the original in Welzsiicker's handwriting: the 
minute itself Is unsigned, but bears numerous initials, including that of Wel7r 
siicker. 

"I.e., the National Defense I..aw; see footnote 18, p. 12. 
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to all incidents and occurrences was in the first place addreSsed to 
the Premier, and then to !1.11 the Legations concerned. -

In this connection Frank observed that on the French side General 
Fouchetss must be regarded as a thorough intriguer. The British 
Legation, too, particularly the Minister himself, showed no under
standing- for Sudeten German interests. Frank described the lat
ter's sources of information as pure propaganda, obtained, moreover, 
from Bene8, who had got him completely under his. thumb. For 
the rest, a certain role was also played by a Czech Commission which· 
was at' the moment visiting in Moscow.89 This Commission kept 
sending encouraging news to Prague about the chances of support 
from the Soviet Union. It was evidently recognized in British . 
Government circles, too, that the information of the British Min
ister in Prague was not adequate, so that Vansittart 40 only during 
the last few days had sent word to Henlein that he requested further 
direct information. 

For the rest, Herr Frank pointed out that negotiations41 might 
certainly still be continued for a. while, but that finally the patience 
of the Sudeten Germans, too, might reach a limit. The continual 
provocation on the part of the Czechs might in the end lead to out
breaks which must have unpredictable consequences. On the other 
hand, attempts were also being made on the enemy's part to _work 
upon the morale of the Sudeten Germans. The slogan "Impotence· 
test of the German Reich" was being broadcast throughout the press, 
and attempts were being made to win over the waverers with such 
statements as "Hitler and Henlein have left you in the lurch';; the 
Czech Government "is all p~werful"; since only within their ranks 
would it be possible to force through the demands in the face of the 
Czech Government. Herr Frank, however, described .the influence 
of this propaganda as not very impressive up to the present, but 
thought that its effect might be estimated at about 10 percent of the 
votes. · 

Herr Frank expressed in the most positive terms his ·view that no 
credence must be attached to any likelihood of yielding on the part 
of the military party; he feared, however, that perhaps a few obtru
sive military measures might be withdrawn for the sake of appear
ances, but that in reality a situation would continue to prevail which . . 

• Obviously meaning General Faucher, the Head of the French Military Mis
sion In Prague; see footnote 63, p. 329. 

• This presumably refers to the Czechoslovak delegation which bad gone to 
Moscow to join In the May Day celebrations there. 

• Chief Diplomatic Adviser to the British Government: he bad had conversa
tions with Henleln during the latter's visit to London, Mayl2-14; see footnote 
35, p. 273 . 

.. See footnote 77, p. 832, and footnote 33, p. 353. 



356 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

would render any free action on the part of the Sudeten Germans out 
of the question. He could imagine that a nationalities statute42 might 

. be conferred upon them by decree, but that it would be sabotaged 
in its application by the camouflaged maintenance of the military 
dictatorship. 

For the support of propaganda activity Herr Frank suggested 
that the Vienna radio should if posSible broadcast in Czech every day. 
These talks must be carefully prepared and might also deal mainly 
with quite harmless subjects as, for instance, the construction of 
motor roads, etc. 

He gave an evasive answer to the question what he.. thought about 
an economic campaign against Czechoslovakia. Although he was 
technically insufficiently informed about details, he still preferred to 
advise against it. 

To a question which was interjected how he viewed the possibility 
of an election held under the protection of international commissions, 
Frank expressed himself comparatively favorably, subject to the de· 
cision in principle of the Fiihrer. 

Herr Frank laid stress on the excellence of his cooperation with 
Herr Eisenlohr, expressing the wish that the liaison officer of the 
Party, Dr. Brandt,43 who was now in Paris for reasons connected 
with d(n~estie politics, might establish contact with our Embassy 
there.· He considered. this to be all the more necessary, because 
V ansittart had ..of late adopted the practice of communicating with 
Henlein through the agency of Brandt. 

No,220 
120/68309 

The German Aml>assador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 144 of May 28 RoME, May 29,1938--12:05 a.m. 
Received May 29, 1938--6 a.m. 

Reference No. 187.44 
This evening in accordance with instructions I informed Ciano. 

Though he showed int~rest in historical exposition of latest develop
ment of CZech question, he expressed opinion that Mussolini did not 

• See footnote 81. p. 206, and footnote 41, p. 275. 
41 Dr. Walter Brandt was liaison officer of the Sudeten German Party and was 

appointed for special duties In this connection to the Paris Embassy • 
.. Telegram No. 187 was an answer to No. 142 from Rome (document No. 211, 

p. 345) and authorized Mackensen to give Ciano a historical outline suitable for 
__ use as an article in lnformazione Diplom«tica. 
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wish to enter into any details, but thought solely of presenting 
Italian point of view in clear outline. For this purpose, however, 
he must know what constituted our final aim regarding Czechoslo
vakia; in other words, whether we should be satisfied with carrying 
into effect well-known Henlein points which Ciano described as 
"cantonalization," or whether our final aim extended further, namely, 
the dissolution of fabric of State. Mussolini, to whom, as he once 
again repeated, final fate of Czechoslovakia was matter of complete 
indifference, wished to adapt his position as closely as possible to 
our policy, from which it automatically follows that he must know 
our aims with a view to weighing·his words accordingly, so that he 
might not in the end uphold points which· might possibly impede 
these aims of ours. To engage himself on behalf of Henlein program, 
while we in reality wished to go further, seemed to the Duce to be 
a mistake. 

I assured Ciano that nothing in our aims, as compared with what 
he had learned from his conversations with the FUhrer and the Reich 
Foreign Minister during the Fuhrer's visit, had undergone any 
change; on the contrary these aims were, as before, to be sought for 
in securing for the Sudeten Germans an entirely unrestricted equality 
of rights with the Czechs, with any notion of minority eliminated. 
I knew nothing of any projects that went further. In reply to this 
statement Ciano insisted, while indicating that a confirmation of this 
iii Berlin was desired by Duce, fulfillment of which ••• (group 
missing) would mean loss of time, since in any case no newspapers 
appeared before Mond~y. ·Instructions requested .. 

MACKEN SEN 

No. 221 
C34/000287-95 

Directive for Operation "Green" 45 From the Fuhrer to the Com
manders in Chief, With Covering Letter From the Chief of Su
preme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht (Keitel) 

TOP SECRET, :MILITARY 

Supreme Commander of the Wehrmacht. 
O.K.W. No. 42/38 Top Secret, Military. L I 
ONLY TO BE HANDLED BY AN OFFICER 

WRITTEN BY AN OFFiCER 

BERLIN, May 30, 1938. .. 

By order of the Supreme Commander of the W ehrmacht, part 2, 
section II of the directive on the combined preparations for war of 

• See footnote 54, p. 239. This document is from the Schmundt file (Nuremberg 
document 388-PS). 
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·the Wehrmacht of June 24, 1937 (Supreme Headquarters No. 55/37, 
Top Secret, MiLL I a).48 (War on Two Fronts With.:Main Effort 
in the Southeast, Strategic Concentration "Green") is to be replaced 
by the attached version. Its execution must be assured by October 
1, 1938, at the latest. 

Alterations to the other parts of the directive are to be expected 
during the next few weeks. 

To: C.-in-C. Anny 
" " "Navy 
" " " Air Force 
O.K.W. Section L 

KEITEL 

Chief of the Supreme Headquarters 
of the W ehrmacht 

[Enclosure] 

Certified tx:ue copy, 
ZEITZLER 

Lieut. Colonel, General Staff 

rop SECRET, HILITARY Copy of 4th version. 
Appendix to: Supreme Commander of the Wehrmacht O.K.W. No. 

42/38,_Top Secret, lfilitary, ~I a, dated ll~y 30,1938. 
ONLY TO BE HANDLED BY AN OFFICER 

WlU'ITEN BY AN OFFICER 

II. WAR ON Two FRoNTs WITH liAIN EFFORT IN SoUTHEAST 

(STRATEGIC CoNCENTRATION ''GREEN") 

1) Political A.asumptiom. 
It is my unalterable decision to smash Czechoslovakia by military 

action in the near future. It is the business of the political leadership 
to await or bring. about the suitable moment from a political a~d 
military poiii.t of view. 

An unavoidable development of events within Czechoslovakia, or 
other political events in ·Europe providing a suddenly favorable 
opportunity which may never recur, may cause me to take early 
action. _ · 

Tha proper choice and deteimi,ned exploitation of a favorable 
moment is the surest guarantee of success. To this end preparations 
are to be made immediately. 

• This directive of June 1937 Js not printed. Reference also should be made 
r.o document No. 175, p. 299. 
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2) Political Possibilities/or Commencing the Operation. 
The following are necessary prerequisites for the intended attack: 
a) A convenient apparent excuse and, with it, 
b) Adequate political justification; , 
c) Action not expected by the enemy which will find him in the 

least possibie state of readiness. . 
Most favorable from a military as well as a political point of view 

would be lightning action as the result of an incident which would 
subject Germany to unbearable provocat.ion, and which, in the eyes 
of at least a part of world opinion, affords the moral justification for 
military measures. 

Moreover, any period of diplomatic tension prior to .war must be 
terminated by sudden action on nur part, unexpected in. both timing 
and extent, before the enemy is so far advanced in his state of mili
tary readiness that he cannot be overtaken. 

3) Conclusions for the Preparation of Operation "Green.'' 
a) For the military operations it is essential to inake the fullest use 

of the surprise element as the most important factor contributing to 
victory, by means of appropriate preparatory measures, already in 
peacetime, and an unexpected swiftness of action. 

Thus it is essential to create a situation within the first two or 
three days which demonstrates to enemy states which wish to inter· 

· vene the hopelessness of the Czech military position, and also pro· 
vides an incentive to those states which have territorial claims upon 
Czechosloyakia to join in immediately against her. In this case the 
intervention of Hungary and Poland against Czechoslovakia can be 
expected, particularly if France, as a result of Italy's unequivocal 
attitude on our side, fears, or at least hesitates, to unleash a European 
war by intervening against Germany. In all probability attempts 
by Russia to give Czechoslovakia military support, particularly with 
her air force, are to be expected. 

If concrete successes are not achieved in the first few· days by laud 
operations, a European crisis will certainly arise. Realization of this 
ought to give commanders of all ranks an incentive to resolute and 
bold action. ., 

b) Propaganda warfare must on the one hand intimidate the 
Czechs by means of threats and wear down their power of resistance; 
and on the other hand it must give the national racial groups indi
cations as to how to support our military operations and influence 
the neutrals in our favor. Further instructions and determination 
of the appropriate moment are reserved to me. 
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4) T OJJU of the W ehrmacht. 
W ehrmacht preparations are to be carried out on the following 

principles: 
a) The whole weight of all forces must be employed against 

Czechoslovakia. 
b) In the West, a minimum strength is to be provided as cover for 

our rear, as may become necessary; the other frontier.!~ in the East 
against Poland and Lithuania are only to be held ddensively; the 
southern frontier to remain under observation. 

c) The army formations capable of rapid employment must force 
the frontier fortifications with speed and energy, and must break 
very boldly into Czechoslovakia in the certainty that the bulk of the 
mobile army will be brought up with all possible speed. 

Preparations for this are to be made and timed in euch a way that 
the army formations most capable of rapid movement cross the fron
tier at the-appointed time simultaneously with the penetration by the 
Luftwaffe, before the enemy can become aware of our mobilization. 

To this end a timetable is to be drawn up by the Army and Luft
waffe in conjunction with O.K.W. and submitted to me for approval. 

5) TOJJksfor the Services of the Wehrmacht. 
a) Army. 
The basic principle of surprise attack on Czechoslovakia must not 

be endangered by the time unavoidably needed for transporting the 
bulk of the field army by rail, nor must the more rapid deployment 
of the Luftwaffe fail to be exploited. 

The first task for the Army is th,erefore to employ as many assault 
'columns as possible simultaneously with the attack by the Luftwaffe. 

These assault columns organized in conformity with their tasks, 
must be composed of troops which can be rapidly employed because 
of their proximity to the frontier, their motorization, and their spe
cial measures of readiness. 
. It must be the purpose of these thrusts to break into the Czech • 
fortified lines at numerous points an!l in a strategically favorable 
direction, in order to penetrate them or to take them from the rear. 
For success, cooperation with the Sudeten German frontier popula
tion, with deserters from the Czechoslovak Army, with parachutists 
or airborne troops, and with units of . the sabotage service is of 
importance. · 

The bulk of the Army has the task of frustrating the Czech defense 
plan, preventing a withdrawal by the Czech Army into Slovakia, 
forcing it to battle and defeating it, and swiftly occupying Bohemia 
and Moravia. To this end a thrust into the heart of Czechoslovakia 
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must be made with the strongest possible mechanized and armored 
units, exploiting the first successes of the assault columns and the 
effects of the Luftwaffe's action. 

The rear cover provided for the West must be limited in quantity 
and quality in accordance with the existing state of the fortifications. 

Whether the formations assigned for this purpose will be at once 
transferred to the western frontier, or be held back for the time being, 
will be decided by my special order. 

Preparations must, however, be made to enable security detach
ments to be brought up to the western frontier, even during the 
strategic concentration ''Green." Independently of this, a first security 
garrison must be improvised from the engineers and formations of 
the Labor Corps employed at the time on the construction of forti
fications. 

The remaining frontiers, as well as East Prussia, are only to be 
weakly guarded. According to the political situation, however, the 
transport of a part or the bulk of the active forces of East Prussia by 
sea to the Reich must be envisaged. 

b) Lujtu•affe. 
While leaving a minimum force for a defensive role in -the· ·west, 

the main strength of the Luftwaffe is to be employed for. a surprise 
attack against Czechoslovakia. The frontier is to be crossed by air
craft at the same time as it is crossed by the first units of the Army 
(see No. 5 a). The most important task .of the Luftwaffe is the 
destruction of the Czech Air Striking Force and its supply bases in 
the shortest space of time, to prevent its employment and, should the 
case arise, that of the Russian and French Air Forces, against the "Ger
man Army during its deployment and invasion and against the 
German Lebensraum. 

The paralyzing of mobilization, of the conduct of civil affairs·and 
the direction of the armed forces, as well as delaying the deployment 
of the Czech Army by attacks on its communication system and on 
centers of mobilization and government, will also be of vital impor
tance for the initial success of the Army. Where in the frontier 
region stronger Czech Army formations or the depth of the defense 
system may render a speedy and successful break-through of .the 
German land attack doubtful, the employment of adequate air forma
tions must be ensured. 

As far as the course of operations at all permits, Czechoslovak 
industrial establishments are to be spared. · 

Reprisal attacks upon the population are subject to my approvaL 
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lfain centers for antiaircraft defense are to be organized in Berlin, 
the industrial region of Central Germany, and the Ruhr district, and 
are to be gradually prepared from now in an inconspicuous fashion • 

. c) Navy •. 
The Navy will take·part in the operations of the Army by the 

employment of the ·nanube flotilla. For this purpose the flotilla is 
placed under the command of the Commander in Chief of the Army. 

As regards the conduct of naval warfare, at first only such meas
ures are to be taken as seem necessary for securing the North Sea and 
the Baltic against a surprise intervention by other states in the con
flict. These measures are to be limited to the absolute essentials. 
Their concealment must be ensured. In this it is of decisive impor
tance to avoid all actions which might adversely affect the political 
attitude of the European Great Powers. 

6) Ecorwmic warfare tasks. 
In economic warfare it is essential that in the sphere of the armament 

industry a maximum deployment of forces should be made possible 
through increased supplies. 

In the course of military operations it is important to help to in
crease the total eeanomic war effort by rapidly collecting information 
about i,mportant factories and setting them going again as soon as 
possible. 

For this reason the. sparing, a~ far as military operations permit, of 
Czech industrial and engineering establishments may be of decisive 
importance for us. 
7) All preparations for sabotage and insurrection will be made by 
O.K.W. They will be made in agreement with and according to the 
requirements of the branches of the W ehrmacht so that their effects 
in both time and pl!J.ce will harmonize with operations by the Army and 
Luftwaffe. 

ADoLF HITLER 

Certified true copy 
ZEITZLEB 

Lieut. Colonel, General Staff 
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No. 222 
3971212891-93 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

A/796 Moscow, May 30, 1938 •. 
Subject: Soviet-Czechoslovak relations. 

In continuation of report of May 20 of this year, N9. A/738.u 
According to confidential information which I have,r'eceived, Fier

linger, Czechoslovak Minister here, has expressed himself in the 
following terms to another Minister, also accredited to Moscow, re
garding the Czechoslovak crisis and the attitude of the Soviet Union. 

Czechoslovakia intends to avoid war at all costs. She is ready to 
make any conceivable concessions within the bounds 

1
of reason. 

The British Government has promised C2;echosloyakia military 
help in the event of. a German attack on Czechoslovakia. However, 
it is not known in what form this British assistance would be given 
in that eventuality. To this must be added Soviet help, which is 
very much to be considered. Germany knows these facts. If it comes 
to war, an event which s4e does not anticipate, Cze~hoslovak:ia will. 
exert the utmost efforts in her defense in the consciousness that s4e 
will not remain alone. The war cannot be localized. Directly or 
indirectly all European states, even the Scandina:vian, and perhaps 
also non-European powers, will be affected. Soviet Russia's partici
pation in the war will be of greatest and decisive iin~ort. 

The Military Attache of the Czechoslovak Legation 52 here, who 
has been 4 years in the Soviet Union, expresses himself with much 
more restraint regarding the possible value of Soviet help for Czecho
slovakia. M. Fierlinger, who was only accredited to Moscow· in 
October 1937, is, as so many new arrivals, still strongly influenced by 
Soviet propaganda to which, for understandable reasons, he is all too 
willing to give credence. Characteristic of this pro-Soviet attitude 
of his is the fact that he considered as true and proven the accusations 
made at the last Moscow trial. 53 

His views on the significance of Soviet aid to Czechoslovakia a.re . 
not shared by the majority of my colleagues here. Here the· view 
prevails that the Soviet will for the present avoid being drawn. into 
the war at all costs. The reasons for this attitude are to be found 
in strained internal conditions and in fear of· a war on two fronts. '· 

• Not printed. 
• Lt. CoL Dastlch. 
• Presumably refers to those of the Soviet service chiefs In :March ; see foot

note 61, p, 165. 
!978«--411-ftl, U-2t 
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The Soviet Union will only intervene in a. war if she herself is at
tacked, or if it became manifest that the outcome will be favorable to 
the side hostile to Germany. It is therefore generally accepted that, 
in the event of a. German-Czechoslovak war, the Soviet Union will at 
first limit her assistance to a minimum; for which the absence of a. 
common frontier between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia could 
at any time be put forward on the Soviet side as a convenient excuse. 

CouNT voN DER ScHULENBURG 

No. 223 
120/68310-11 ,-

The German Foreign Mini&try to the German EmbaRsy in Italy 
Telegram 

No. 192 BERLIN, May 30, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3690) 

Reference No. 144 of May 28."• 
Instructions given by Italian Government to press regarding treat

ment of Czechoslovak question have now produced perceptible results. 
A semi-official article in Italian lnformazione Diplomatica55 seem~ 
therefore no longer necessary. Please express in appropriate terms 
our thanks to Italian Government for readiness to meet wishes and 
understanding attitude of Italian press. 

In regard to Ciano's questic;m about our final aim in regard to 
Czechosleva1rla, the following might be gist of your talk: 

We ~ad really no longer expected this question now that attitude of 
both parties-as Ciano himself observed during earlier conversation
was made clear in Rome during FUhrer's visit. 56 Since then German 
view has undergone no change. Moreover, negotiations between Hen
lein and Czechoslovak Government have actually begun ;67 their 

· course cannot yet be predicted. The .aim which we, too, regarded as 
reasonable has been laid down in the Karlsbad program.58 Unfor
tunately, despite all assurances given, we are not after earlier expe
riences fully convinced that Czechoslovak Government are really in 
earnest in their manifestations of good will. It is, however, difficult 
today to form any clear notion or make dispositions going beyond 
this program; likewise, to proclaim demands or aims which might 
either disturb negotiations in their present stage or prove later to 
be Oil wrong lines. 

.. Document No. 220, p. 856. 
• See footnote 17, p. 346. 
11 See footnote 79, p. 292. 
• See footnote 77, p. 332, and footnote 11, p. 310. 
• See document No._ 1M, p. 242, and footnote 59 thereto. 
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No. 224 
120/68330-32 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weissiicker) 

BERLIN, May 31, 1938. 

The British Ambassador visited me today in order to return to his 
suggestion of the 28th of this month 59 regarding the establishment 
of an impartial verifying authority in the Sudeten German territory. 

Henderson opened the conversation by saying that, according to 
news froni Prague, a certain withdrawal of Czech troops from the 
frontier had been commenced. A start had already been made by 
the release of technicians to the extent of some 1,000 men.60 · 

Proceeding from this confidential communication by the Ambassa~ 
dor, which I characterized as a welcome beginning should it be con~ 
firmed and continued, I did not find it difficult to remark to the 
Ambassador that the suggestion, originating with Noel-Baker, for the 
setting up of a commission to clear up incidents in the Sudeten Ger
man territory 61 was, surely, not quite reasonable. I pointed out to the 
Ambassador that the Sudeten Germans had certainly nothing to fear 
from the establishment of the truth, and were gratified by many 
candid British and French press reports. The setting up of inter~ 
national bodies for this purpose ~ould, however, almost be interpreted 
as signifying that we must permanently reckon on incidents. It 
would doubtless be better, indeed necessary, that the evil should be 
torn out by tl).e root, and that Prague should undertake the often dis- · 
cussed measures for the abolition of ·oppression in the Sudeten Ger
man territory. 

The Ambassador made a note of these remarks of mine but stated 
at once that it had only been a matter of a suggestion. His Govern
ment would Certainly not pursue the matter further. 

The Ambassador then passed on to press questions. He read out 
to me a telegram from London in. which the question was raised as 
to whether or not, after our open criticism of the London Govern
ment, we real1y believed in their good intentions for a settlement and 
for the removal of the· danger of crisis. 

I told Henderson that his. good intentions were not denied :here. 
I also conceded to Henderson, after he had pressed me further, that 
his Government would doubtless like to see peace maintained. It 
seemed to me, however, that the methods they used were not always 

"' See document No. 216, p. 350. 
• Marginal note: "Compare telegraphed report Nl). 189 from Prague." (No. 180 

not printed.) · 
" ~ee footnote 30, p. 351. 
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exactly the best ones. I once again cited to him as an example the 
encouragement Prague derived from . the last Commons debate, 12 

and the triumphant language of the British press on account of an 
alleged diplomatic success scored against Berlin. 

Conversely, Henderson then again complained of our press, and 
considered that Reich Minister Goebbels' speech of last Sunday 118 had 
given the lie to his report to London, according to which German 
public opinion was beginning to quiet down. Henderson asked me 
whether it would .not be practicable for him to speak with Dr. 
Goebbels personally. 

I promised the Ambassador to inform Dr. Goebbels through the 
Reich Foreign Minister, sothat, if it were considered advantageous, 
a Goebbels-Henderson conversation could be arranged. 

In further representations the Ambassador then sought to prove 
that the Government were (mly taking upon themse~ves the role of 

. honest broker in the Czech affair because no one else was in a position 
to do this. It was to be" concluded from the remarks of the Am
bassador that the British · Government recoiled from committing 
themselves too deeply and from acting as arbiter and, at the same 
time, as executor of their own v-erdict. Henderson considered that 
neither for the Czechs nor for the Sudeten Germans did they desire 
to sacrifice one British soldier. 

Passing on from this the Ambassador once again intimated what 
a good tliing it would be if the German Government spoke more 
freely and made known the Prague concessions which, in their 
opinion, were not only necessary but adequate also. I evaded with the 
usual arguments this attempt to commit us to more responsibility 
tha~ we had hitherto accepted. 

In conclusion, the Ambassitdor stated that Mr. Strang had returned 
from his journey64 with the conviction that Bene8 really had decided 
to make considerable concessions. 

WEIZSACKER 

.. Presumably the debate on l\Ia;v 23-24. 
• Speech made at Dess-au on .May 29 at the opening of a new theater there-the 

first speech made by a responsible Nazi Minister on the recent Czechoslovak 
crisis. -It consist~:>d mainly of violent attacks on Czechoslovakia (In particular 
for alleged ft·ontler violations by aircraft) and vehement criticism· of the 
democracies. 

•Mr. William Strang, of the British Foreign Office, went to Prague on l\Iay 26 
to discus-s with the British Minis-ter there the suggestion of sending observer~ to 
the Sude,.ten area: see documents Nos. 197 and 216, pp. 330 and 350. 
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No. 225 
289/183208 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M lnistry 

Telegram 

MOST W1t1EDIATE PRAGUE, May 31, 1938-1:50 p.m. 
No. 188 of May 31 Received May 31, 1938-3:05 p.m. 

Reference telegram No. 143 of May 30.65 

1) Here nothing known as to whether British Government has 
approached Czechoslovak Government with corresponding proposal. 

2) Czechoslovak Government would presumably affect reserve with 
regard to such a proposal in order to be pressed. In actual fact, 
however, they w~uld welcome it most joyfully because it would open 
the way to an internationalization of the Sudeten German question. 
As is well known, Bene8 has at all times endeavored to bring his 
allies and protectors together at the conference table in the event of 
possible future disputes with Germany. 

3) Presence of a commission would cause Czech soldiers and 
civilians to behave in an exemplary manner, and would to a very 
large extent cause Sudeten German complaints to appear unfounded. 

4) Urgency of negotiations between Sudeten German Party and 
the Government, and the extent of necessary Czech concessions, could 
be called into question as result of commission's activities. 

5) I therefore recommend that Czech demobilization, the prompt 
carrying through of negotiations with the Sudeten German Party 
for purpose of a complete reorganization of the State, and replace
ment of State police by local police be pushed into the foreground as 
urgent necessities. 

6) British proposal could be held in reserve in case· of a fresh 
difficult development, the occurrence of which I do not consider 
probable in the immediate future. The commission should then only 
consist of Britons whose task should be limited to the clarification 
and tranquilization of domestic incidents in the Sudeten territory. 

EIBENJ,OHX' 

• Not printed. This telegram gave the gist of tue conversation recorded In 
document No. 216, p. 350, and asked the Ambassador to find out whether a corre
llpondlng proposal had been made to Uie Czechoslovak Hovemment. 
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No. 226 
2389/fHiiSt-86 

The German Am~assaaor in theat Britain (Dirksen) to the 
State Secretary (W eizslicker) 

LoNDON, May 31, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3919) 

DEAR HERR VON WEIZSACKER: As you have seen from my tele
graphed reports, I have now survived the first stages of my official 
life here which have bOOn, as a result of the Czechoslovak crisis, the 
Cabinet reshuflle and the resuscitation of the nonintervention com
mittee, both checkered and exciting. I have now got the general per-

. spective and assume .that, in the event of the elections in Czecho
slovakia passing oft' peacefully next Sunday,88 the end. of a definite 
·phase will have been reached. Allow me therefore to make claim on 
your time with a few short questions: 

1) I have the intention of bringing about a conversation with the 
Prime Minister next week; I had merely conceived of it as a personal 
visit on my part an~ as a general talk. 

I only wished to inform you here of this intention, so that you have 
the opportunity of sending me instructio:rts for this conversation if 
necessary, or, if a discussion with Mr. Chamberlain should not now 
be desirable, of instructing me to postpone my design until a later 
date. · 

2) If you have time to send me a word on our further attitude 
as regards treatment of the Czechoslovak affair I would be very 
grateful to you. I have. gathered from the attacks of our press in 
which direction we feel ourselves to be injured by the British action; 
I also believe this was correctly underStood here, and that this press 
campaign has had a clarifying effect. I _suppose that, of itself, the 
British pressure in Prague is not undesirable from our point of view, 
providing that it. does· not assume the character of a mediation be
tween ourselves and the Czech Government, ·which we must reject for 
the most varied reasons. 

I would also be grateful to you for a short indication regarding 
our future attitude toward conversations between the Sudeten Ger
mans and the Government in Prague. · Will these discussions be 
carried on with a positive or negative intention? Will Henlein make 
more ·extensive demands than in his Katlsbad speech ~89 

3) Iil conclusion, I would like to mention a matter for which I am 
mysel_f by no means competent. Mr. Kennedy, the United States 

• See footnote 89, p. 885. 
• See dOcument No. 185, p. 242. 
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Ambassador here, is not a career diplomat, but a private business 
man, very rich, and a close friend of President Roosevelt. On various 
social occasions he has repeatedly turned the conversation to the point 
that he would like to do his very .best to improve German-United 
States relations; he had the intention of undertaking a tour of study 
to Germany; he also wished, during his next stay in Washington, 
to discuss the European complex of questions with President Roose
velt. It transpired from his statements that he would not merely 
restrict his official activities to Britain, but that he would report on. 
the entire European situation. I have so far talked with Mr. Ken· 
nedy along the lines suggested to me in Berlin. 

Kennedy has now told me during today's reception at Court that 
he is going to Washington in a fortnight and wishes to visit me 
beforehand so that he can approach President Roosevelt for an 
amelioration of German-United States. relations along the lines of 
our conversations to date; he asked me to put-him more completely 
in the picture on that occasion. 

Regardless of whether Kennedy possesses the influence which he 
ascribes to himself, I should consider it wrong to rebuff him and not 
take advantage of his offer. 

I would ask you, therefore, if you share my view, to transmit a 
few ideas to me which I can communicate to the U.S. Ambassador 
for the journey to Washington. Dieckhoff 70 could be put in the pic
ture by telegraph. 

I would be grateful if I could perhaps receive your answer by the 
middle of next week. 

With many greetings and Heil Hitler I 
Yours ever, · DIRKSEN 

No. 227 
438/22094 7-:iO 

The German Ambassador in the United State.a ( Dleckhoff) 
to the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 

WASHINGTON, May 31,J938. 
DEAR lVEIZSACKER: Many thanks for your interesting letter of 

May 16.11 Meanwhile you have unfortunately not had much peace. 
For hardly had you returned from Rome when the dance with the 
Czechs began. Here the press promptly came down on us, obviously 
at a suitable hint froin Prague, Paris, and London, and we were once 

• The German Ambassador In Washington. 
n Not printed. 
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again the "disturbers of the peace," the "aggressors," and so on. 
Meanwhile the hue and cry of the newspapers here has quieted down 
a little, but unfortunately the impression has remained behind that 
we have planned something wicked, and only desisted from invading 
the peaceful land of the democratic Czechs because it has suddenly 
become clear to us-possibly on May 21 or 22-that we would not 
only come up against Czech resistance, but against the Anglo-French 
alliance and possibly also the Russians. My efforts here to explain 
to people that we had no intention of undertaking any military ac
tion, and especially that we had dispatched no troops to the frontier, 
were without much success because I was always referred to the loud 
tone of the German press, which has allegedly been so threatening 
that it can only be regarded as a prelude to military action, and 
beca~ I was further met with the argument that we had ourselves 
admitted the reinforcement of troops on the Czech frontier, though 
certainly only characterizing it as a normal routine measure. I 
naturally do not allow myself to be sidetracked by all these trans
parent insinuations from the main line of argument that the position 
of the Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia is the point to consider, 
that this position is admittedly unsatisfactory, and that it must be 
settled as soon as possible in a rational and final manner. However, 
as is well known, there is little undeJ:Standing for such a line of 
argument in Washington; for everything which smacks of consider
ation for the rights of a racial group is unwelcome here, as the United 
States has no very ciear conscience as regards its own racial groups. 
On no point are the Americans more sensitive than on this; hence 
also the great excitement over the German-American Bund [Amerika
deutacher Volkabund], whose methods are certainly extremely clumsy. 

You will have seen from my report that the French and British 
have been feverishly at work here during the last 10 days in order 
to win the Americans over to a sort of declaration of solidarity in 
the Czech question. The President would probably have been dis
posed to do something of the sort. But, after the setback which he 
suffered with the Chicago speech 74 and the Brussels Conference,711 he 
has become somewhat more.cautious, and Hull, who thinks in quieter 

11 A public speech by Mr. Roosevelt at Chicago on October 5, 1937, In wblcb be 
eritlclzed Germany, ItalY, and especially Japan, and added a warning ot the 
danger to the Western Hemisphere from the policies of the dictatorships and 
advocated concerted effort by the peace-loving nations against the violation of 
treaties. 

• The Nine Power Conference on the Far East, held at Brussels on NovemberS, 
1937, attended by the signatories (except Germany and Japan) of the Nine Power 
Treaty on Far Eastern questions of 1922. The Conference adjourned line die 
and ~thout result on November 24. 
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terms, has succeeded in preventing him from taking unnecessary 
risks. (This line of cautious reserve has, indeed, ah:eady been pur
sued in the question of the possible abrogation of the Statute of 
Neutrality and in the question of raising the arms embargo to Spain; 
I do not believe that this attitude will be modified during the elec
tion months, in. which there is no desire to complicate the domestic 
picture, which is of itself already. sufficiently obscure, by discussion 
of foreign policy.) Hull has had, however, to make ·a small con
cession to the French and British, who were annoyed at. the United 
States Government's negative attitude to their insistence, which they 
regarded as an unpleasant setback, and he has, therefore, on May 28, 
unleashed the invocation of the Kellogg Pact. This declaration has 
been soft-pedaled here; but in Paris, as I observe from the news
papers, it has been seized upon and P1terpreted as a warning to 
Germany. I consider it quite right that the German press has rapped 
Mr. Hull over the knuckles, which has probably ended this American 
interlude. For the present, nothing further will ensue from the 
American side in this matter. But I repeat on this occasion, too, 
that if, as a result of the Czech affair, a large-scale conflict should 
arise in which Britains became involved, the United States would 
not permanently stand aside, but would enter the conflict against us. 
Feeling here has become much more acute and bitter in recent months, 
and the few friends we still have are so timorous and dumb that 
there is little to prevent the entry of the United States into a war 
against us. The propaganda news from Austria has produced a bad 
impression in the widest circles here, by no means only in the Jewish. 
A still worse effect, however, has been produced by those things 
which are here regarded as a direct infringement of, or threat to, . 
American interests: In the first place, the espionage trial; TO 

further, the German national campaign in the United States and 
Brazil, which despite all our declarations to the contrary has always 
been connected with Berlin; and, finally, the measures against the 
property of foreign Jews in Germany, including American Jews 
also.n Whereas, until a few months ago, people here became 
emotionally excited over affairs which, they were forced to admit 
did not concern them personally (Jewish question, church question: 
question of freedom, etc., in.Germany), now many people have the 
honest conviction that America is directly threatened by us and that 

"The arrest (the trial did not take place until later in June) of certain persons 
in the United States on charges of selling military and naval secrets of .the 
United States to an unnamed European power. 

" This presumably refers to the Reich Decree of April 26 requiring the dec· 
laratlon by Jews (Including also foreign Jews) ln the Reich and Austria of their 
property, if of greater value than 5,000 RM, and in effect empowering the 
appropriation of It for State purposes. 
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we are on the point of undertaking military (espionage case), ideologi
cal ("un-American activities") ,'9 and material action (expropriation 
of property of American citizens in Germany) against the United 
States. All this is grist to the mill of our adversaries. 

As I am today writing to the Reich Minister, I intend to leave 
here on July 9, and to be in Berlin from about July 19 to 30, and 
would be available for conversations during these days and, of course, 
at any time during my subsequent leave in south Germany. Will you 
be in Berlin then¥ 

With best wishes, Heil Hitler! 
Yours ever, Dn:cKHOFF 

·[Longhand postscript:] I am particularly grateful to you for the 
detailed information by telegram on the Czech a:ffair. 

[Marginal note initialed by Weizsacker:] To Under Secretll.ry of 
State for possible wishes regarding reply. 

No. 228 
120/68327 

Minute by the State Secretary (W eizsiicker) 

BERLIN, May 31, 1938. 
After consultation with the Reich Minister and on the advice of 

the Ambassador, von Moltke, I have told the latter today that on a 
suitable occasion he can inform the Polish Foreign Ministry that 
"we have appreciated the recent attitude of the Polish Government 
(German-Czechoslovak question)." · 

I have informed. the Ambassador, von Moltke, verbally of the 
above. 

WEIZSACKER 

n The phrase In parentheses Is given thus in English In the original. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FROM THE MAY CRISIS TO THE 
RUNCIMAN MISSION 

No. 229 

The German Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

STRICTLY SECRET 

No. 148 of May 31 
RoME (QuiRINAL), June 1, 1938-12:30 a.m. 

Received June 1, 1938-4:15 a.m. 
For the State Secretary. 
With reference to telegram No. 192 of the 30th. 80 

Today in accordance with instructions· 1 informed Ciano, who 
rendered thanks for the recognition of his spirit of compromise and 
of the understanding attitude of the Italian press. Our abstention 
from a semiofficial announcement seemed to him not unwished for. 

He answered my representations, which closely adhered to tele
graphed instruction, and which concerned our final aims regarding 
Czechoslovakia, with the observation that our policy in this respect, 
in accordance with what was formerly said to him at the time of the 
FUhrer's visit,81 still amounted, therefore, to awaiting the issue of the 
negotiations 82 based on the Karlsbad program, and to do nothing 
which might disturb the atmosphere of these negotiations. 

lliCKENSEN 

80 Document No. 228, p. 364. 
" See footnote 79, p. 292. . 
" See footnote 11, p. 310, and footnote 77, p. 332, on the negotiations. For the 

Karlsbad program, see document No. 135, p. 242, and footnote 59 thereto. 

873 
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No. 230 
2369/494587-39 

The State Secre~ary (W eizaiicker) to the German Ambassador 
· in Great Britain (Dirksen) 

BERLIN, June 1, 1938. 
(zu Pol. IV 3919) 

DEAR HERR voN DmKSEN: Your letter of the 31st of .Jast month 88 

confirmed my supposition that you had to put your shoulder to the 
wheel in good earnest immediately. I hope this has suited your 
health. Probably your social duties, too, will now be heavy. 
· 1 would like to answer your question regarding your visit to the 
Prime· Minister by saying that there are certainly no objections to 
such a conversation. I have not checked up on it, but presume that 
the Political Department keeps you fully supplied with news of our 

/conversations here with Sir Nevile Henderson, and that you are there
. fore kept informed of current events. For the rest, it will certainly 

also be known to you that we received a personal and confidential 
message from Halifax through Henderson about 10 days ago,84 and 
that we still owe an answer to this. I assume that this answer will 
go off in ~he very near future, perhaps even today. It would perhaps 
be a good thing for you to have read this before you go to see 
Chamberlain. We will have it sent to you as soon as possible. 

Concerning your questions regarding British activity in the Czech 
affair, we, too, are convinced of British disinclination for a European 
war at the present juncture. Thus far we have faith in the good will 
of London to mediate in Prague. But whether the British method 
of exerting influence in Prague was a suitable one remains to be seen. 
One cannot well say "be good" to a baby and at the same time promise 
it a bonbon if it is thoroughly naughty. Henderson, who has just been 
with me, did not deny to me that Czechoslovak extremists felt them
selves to be decidedly encouraged by this behavior. He maintained, 
however, confidentially, that Prague has been given to understand 
that people were by no means prepared to connive at Czech intransi
gence or, indeed, strong provocation in any circumstances. The same 
was true of the language used by France in Prague. · 

Perhaps you should not make use of Henderson's above communica
'tions when talking to Chamberlain. It would be better if he could be 
brought to confirm Henderson's statements of his own accord, or still 
better, to repeat them publicly. 

11 Document No. 226, p. 368. 
10 The message Is that of May 22; see document No. 189, p. 319. {))ot.'erning the 

reply, see document No. 234, p. 377, and footnote 90 thereto. 
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In answer to your question I therefore categorically confirm here 
once again that we do not wish to put an end to the British pressure 
in Prague and that we do not wish to release Britain from this task . 
which she herself has chosen and undertaken. Moreover, the British 
will of themselves scarcely give up the path once taken. As you haye 
already written, however, it is not part of our plan to allow ourselves 
to be drawn into the negotiations as a jointly responsible _agent. 

Henlein is said to be conducting his discussions in Prague on the 
basis of his Karlsbad speech.86 He will probably not make more ex
tensive demands for the present as the Karlsbad program is already 
a comprehensive one. One can hardly suppose that Prague will 
sanction it in its present form. However, we do not seek a new crisis, 
nor, indeed, a complete break between Henlein and Prague. We have 
no intention of allowing_Henlein to dictate to us the terms of refer .. 
ence or, indeed, the date of the negotiations. 

I would like to answer your closing question regarding Kennedy, 
the American Ambassador, on another occasion, in order to conclude . 
this letter today. I assume that Dr. Kordt, Jr.,88 will take it with him. 
He will certainly be pleased and well qualified to render any assist
ance you need regarding its interpretation. 

Best wishes, Heil Hitler ! 
Yours ever, WEIZSACKEB 

Letter to be given to Dr. Kordt to take to London. 
[Longhand note:] The original has been handed to Herr Kordt, 

Cm1nselor of Legation, through the State Secretary. 

No. 231 
120/68836 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia (Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign M iniatry 

IMMEDIATE 

No.193 of June 1 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, June -1, 1938-8:05 p.m. 
Received June 1, 1938-10:15 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 188 of the 31st. 81 I now learn 
from a reliable source that the British have put out feelers here re
garding a neutral commission. Krofta is said to have replied that 
Czechoslovak Government agrees to a neutral commission in the event 
of the negotiations J>etween Hodza and the Sudeten German Party 

• See document No. 135, p. 242. 
• Dr. Erich Kordt; see footnote 89, p. 297. 
"Document No. 225, p. 367. 
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proving unsuccessful. The task of the commission would, in the Yiew 
of the Czechoslovak Government, be limited to domestic affairs. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 232 
120/68337-38 

The State Secretary (Weizsacker) to the German AmbaRsador 
in Italy ( M ad·en.~en) 

BERLIN, June 1, 1938. 
DEAR FRIEND: Enclosed you will find a memorandum which might 

perhaps interest you. I should like to leave it entirely to your dis
cretion whether or not you will report anything on the subject. 

Heil Hitler! and hearty grl'etings, 
Yours as ever, '\VEIZSACKER 

[Enclo!'lure] 

According to information from a very reliable source we should 
have expected that, in the event of the outbreak of war over the 
present German-Czech crisis, Italy would have maintained complete 
neutrality so long as Russia for her part did not take part in the war. 
Britain and France are even said to have received assurances to that 
effect, which in the Italian view were entirely compatible with the 
conception of the Axis. Deep satisfaction is felt in Fascist Party 
circles that the Duce intends to remain neutral in this question, which 
does not directly concern Italy. 

No. 233 
120/68339 . 

Mir~ute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN, June 1, 1938. 
The British Ambassador, who was not able to see the Reich Min

ister today on the matter of the Austrian debts,88 was with me after
ward. As regards this part of the conversation, refer to the memo
randum 89 of Herr Wiehl, Ministerial Director. 

18 i.e:;-the question of Germany's renunciation of her 1iabllity for the Austrian 
debts and State loans, after the Anschluss. · 

18 Not printed. 
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The Ambassador then took up the Sudeten German question again. 
In the course of the conversation I told him it would be of advantage 
if his Government. were to make known publicly that they did not 
intend to stand by the Czechs in the extreme case of the latter's not 
listening to reason and a conflict arising in consequence. The Am
bassador maintained in this connection that, in fact, such declarli.· 
tions had already been made in confidence in Prague by the British 
Government. The French, too, had held similar language in Prague. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 234 
120/68389-92 

Draft of a Letter From the Foreign Minuter to the Britiah 
Ambassador in Germany (Henderson) 80 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, June 1938. 
MY DEAR AMBASSADOR: You transmitted to me on May 22 a special 

communication from Lord Halifax intended for myself persona~ly 
on the Czechoslovak question.111 Although I have already explained 
to you with perfect frankness and clarity in our frequent conversa
tions my views on this entire subject, I cannot refrain from referring 
once more today to Lord Halifax's communication. It contains inci
dentally one point which seems to me of particular significance above 
and beyond the present situation. This is confirmed afresh by ~he 
memorandum on the conversation between Lord Halifax and Herr 
von Dirksen on May 22,92 which you so kindly let me have a few 
days ago. ' 

Lord Halifax speaks of Britain's future policy toward any further 
developments in Czechoslovakia. In connection with the observations 
which, according to the above-mentioned memorandum, he made on 
that same day on this subject to Herr von Dirksen, his words can 
scarcely be taken to mean anything else than that any intervention 
on the part of Germany in Czechoslovakia, even although preceded 
by the greatest provocation on the Czechoslovak side, would lead to 
military intervention by France. Great Britain would probably .. not 
be in a position to remain aloof. This would therefore mean that 

'"'l'he original Is an unsigned and presumably draft copy from the State Secre
tary's file. It is left undated except as regards the month and year. An earlier 
draft of the reply exists dated "May •.• " (289/183192-94), differing only slightly 
from this one. See also document No. 230, p. 374. • 

"' See document No. 189, p. 319, 
•• See document No. 191, p. 322. 
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Britain, in such a case, would not only approve of a French attack on 
Germany but also support it. 

Lord Halifax, it is true, said in a later conversation with Herr von 
Dirksen that the British Government were by no means willing to 
give Czechoslovakia carte blanche as regards her future conduct. In 
my opinion, however, this does not essentially alter the matter from 
the political point of view. Treaties of alliance and other assurances 
of military aid are, as is well known, never expressed in uncondi· 
tional terms by the States concerned, but customarily always contain 
a clause to the effect that there must first be an unprovoked attack on 
the other contracting party. The political effect of the pledge of 
assistance is not thereby weakened. This applies especially when such 
a pledge is given in a situation like the present one. 
· Lord Halifax himself would not assume that the announcement of 

such a policy would deter Germany from adopting toward Czecho~ 
slovakia's future moves an attitude in keeping with Germany's posi
tion as a Great Power. Such an announcement can, at most, be con~ 

· ducive to fortifying the Prague Government in their intransigent 
policy,. and by so doing increase the possibility of a conflict. I fail 
to see how the German-British understanding and cooperation, of 
which Lord Halifax speaks at the close of his c.ommunication and 
which, as you know, Germany also sincerely desires, could be realized 
in any practical way whatsoever. under such circumstances. In the 
interest!:~ of a reasonable development of European relations I would 
therefore .venture to hope that the British Government will not ex
clude the points of view which I have outlined above when they 
further consider their foreign policy. 

I should be most grateful if Your Excellency would bring these 
personal observations of mine to the knowledge of Lord Halifax. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(RM) 
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No. 235 
Nuremberg U. S. Exhibit No. 82 (R-150) 

Excerpt From a Strategic Study for 1938 of the Supreme: Head
quarters of the Wehr-macht 93 

TOPSECRET,~TARY 

BY OFFICER'S HAND ONLY 

To: Luftwaffe Group Command 3 
Az. Plst. 38/Ia. op. 
No. 450/38. g. Kdos. 
Top Secret Matter of June 2, 1938. 

STRATEGIC STUDY 1938 
MAIN pART III 

INsTRUCTIONS FOR DEPLOYMENT AND CoMBAT 

OPERATION "REo" 
Place names in accordance with 
Ordnance Survey Map 1: 1,000,000. 

lnde:c of Jfain Par·t III Operation "Red" of Strategic Study 1938 

Preliminary Remarks 

Part A General principles for combat in event of Operation "Red." 
" B Air attack against the West. 
" C Instructions for the deployment and first employment of air defenlltl 

forces in the event Df Operation "Red." 
" D Instructions for signal communication service in the event of Opera· 

tion "Red." 
" E Formations of Luftwaf!e Group 3 which In the event of Operation 

"Red" are to be attached to the Army, and airfields in the area of 
Luftwaf!e Group 3 which are to be taken over by the Army. 

" F Instructions concerning supply. 
" G Instructions for the preparation of marches and rail transport. 
" H . List bf code words and method of transmission. 
" J Deadlines. 

" K Supply of target information and maps. 

Enclosure 1. 
" 2. 

.. 3. 

First employment of ground-staf! companies. 
French Air Force: Deployment areas, ground organization, 
supply installations . 
}'rench deployment routes: Targets for dislocation. 

,. This document is an excerpt from a larger Strategic Study which presumably 
covered the whole strategy planned for the year 1938. The document here pro
duced consists of excerpts from Part III of this Study, and is, as its title indi
cates, that dealing with the deployment and operational directives for Operation 
''Red," i.e., the military plan for the western frontier against France in the 
event of her mobilizing in defense of Czechoslovakia. See footnote 56, p. 240. 

'197664--49-vot. n-ao 
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French deplortme'lll routes: Stretches In open country favor
able for C'lltfing • 
First priority f)Otoer and transformer stations, oil refineries, oil 
tlef)Ots, disembarkation f)Orfl. 
Operation "Red," "Air Defense Red." 
llufttoaf!e Group 3--teJephone communications (Net Ludwig) • 
llufttoaf!e Group 3--teJeprinter communications (Net Ludwig), 
Lufttoaf!e Group 3--te'legrap'll. communications (Net Ludwig) • 
Suney map of networks for leadership and command: Radio 
communication~ • 
Flight control and radio Mt).igation • 
Static ground nettoork for flight signals and employment of 
flight sig11fJJ compan.ies In liu.fhcaf!e Group 3, Including Tyrol 
and Vorarlberg, with annex "Lid of places toitl\ their numf1ers." 

PRELIMINARY BEMARXS 

1. In order to elaborate the preparations for Operation "Red," 
formations will base individual maneuvers and field discussions on 
tasks corresponding to this operation. They will bear in mind the 
restrictions prescribed in Main Part I, section B I, article 5. 

· 2. The officers of attack formations and reconnaissance groups F. 
must be familiar with the priority targets in question and also ac
quaint themselves with all targets within the combat area which are 
of interest to the Luftwaffe. 

3. Necessary reconnaissance on the subject of air defense will be 
assigned to the troops as individual reconnaissance tasks for the air 
defense target file and will be treated as top secret matter. The 
troops must not be able to deduce from the tasks a picture of the 
total deployment planned. 

PART A 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR COMBAT IN THE EVENT OF OPERATION "RED" 

I. The Enemy. 
1) M ilitary-politicoJ, sitWJtion: 

Commencement of hostilities: 
If a war threatens between France and Germany it is expected 

that hostilities will be started by France. 
France will 
(a) either interfere in the &truggle between the Reich anil Czecho

slO'IJakia in the cour&e of Operation "Green", or 
(b L commence ho&tt"litieB Bimultaneomly with Czechoslovakia. 
(c) It is possible, but not likely, tkat France will begin the strug

gle while Czechoslovakia. to begin with still remains aloof. 
It i8 to be assumed that France will begin the war with her Air 

Force, probably without a declaration of war. 
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Great Britain's entry into the war and the employment of British 
air combat forces, even from continental bases, must be reckoned with. 

Belgium's participation is uncertain. 
It is guestionable whether France and Great Britajn wil~ re~pect a 

possible Belgian neutrality. ' 1 

It is unlikely that France will respect the neutrality of Luwem
bourg. 

German formations will not fly over Luwembourg and Belgian 
territory until they receive specific orders from the Supreme Com ... 
mander of the Luftwaffe. , 

[Speculations as to the probable deployment and strategic plan of 
the French Air Force follow. Pages 3 to 8 of the document are 
missing.] . 
11) Intention of the Commanding General and of Commander of 

Luftwaffe Group 3. · 
a) Combat area: The whole area of France. 
[Delineation of combat area of Luftwaffe Group 3 as against that 

of Luftwaffe Group 2 follows.] 
Combat {including reconnaissance, but excluding contact with 

enemy formations which have carried out attacks in form of raids) 
will not be commenced until the Supreme Commander of the Luftwaffe 
has given the signal: "Western frontier cZe·ar for flight." 

b) Intention: regardless of whether Franc~ enters the war as a 
result of Operation "Green," or whether she commences hostilities 
simultaneously with Czechoslovakia, the mass of the German of/en-' 
sive formations will in any case, in conjunction with the Army, fir~tt 
deliver the decisive blow against Czechoslovakia. 

Until the main forces employed in the southeast become available, 
it will be the task of Luftwaffe Group 3 to prevent France from 
obtaining complete freedom of action in the air. For this purpose, 
attacks will be carried out continuously, in varying strength and in 
irregular sequence; air defense will be mobile and will be concen
trated on focal points. In addition it may be necessary in exceptional 
cases to relieve Army Group West through concentrated use [of the 
Luftwaffe] at threatened parts of the front or through attacks against 
the deploying French armies, their deployment routes, and supply 
service. . . . . 

By means of simulated activities on as many peacetime airports 
ns possible and on other airfields known to the enemy, by install
ing new dummy airfields, and by distributing our own forces in 
small units over a wide area, we intend to create a deceptive impres
sion of great fighting strengt'!l- and to split up the enemy's combat 
forces. 



382 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

Later phase: . 
If stronger forces are assigned during the course of the operations, 

the main task will be: 
To break up the French flying formations on their airfield8, to 

destroy their supply depots and the vital installations on the airfield8. 
In addition preparations will.'be made for: 

aa) 'Attacks against power ~nd transformer stations which are in
dispensable for the supply of power to the armament industries in 
and around Paris (the most important stations which are to be de
stroyed first are marked on annex 4). 

bb) Attacks against the French fuel supply, e8pecially the re
fineries and oil depots (for the most important Installations see 
annex 4). · · 

co) Attacks against vessels unloading in the Fr~nch Mediterranean 
ports (see annex 4). 

·These attacks, as well as attacks on airfields and supply depots 
in the Paris zone, will not be carried out until a. specific order is 
received from the Supreme Commander of the Luftwaffe. 

[Pa.ges 11 to 44 of the document are omitted.] 
~4) Preparatory measures for employment against West of further 

air 'attacking forces freed from service in the southeast. 
a) As the underta.king agahist Czechoslovakia progresses, tactical 

a.ir forces freed from service in ~he southeast will, in the event of 
Operation "Red," be transferred to the west and employed against 
France with the utmost possible striking power. 

According as the situation in the southeast develops, the transfer 
of reinforcements to the west may already become possible a few 
days after the commencement of Operation "Red." 

The strength of these forces cannot be determined exactly before
hand. However, forces to approximately the following mawimum 
may be counted upon (additional to the forces already employed in 
the west by the Commanding General of Luftwaffe Group 3): 

3 Air Division Commanders with on the average 2 bomber groups 
[K. Geschwader], 1 dive-bomber group [Sta. K. Gruppe] and 1 
reconnaissance squadron [Aufkl. Staffel] or group (F) ea.ch. 

(Therefore total strength approximately up to 30 bomber and dive
bomber groups.) 

For ctJmbat objective8 of the Commanding General of Luftwaffe 
Group 3 after receipt of reinforcements, see Part A, article 11. 
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PARTJ 

DEADLINES 

July 15, 1938: Luftgau Commands will: . 
Report that preparatiO'IUJ ordered in Strategic Study 1938, Main 

Part III, for the event of Operation "Red" have been completed ( Cf. 
article 2 of covering letter of Decree Luftwaffe Group Command ~ 
Az. Plst. 38/I a. op. No. 450/38 Top Secret, June 2, 1938, concerning 
Str9-tegic Study 1938). . 

July 15, 1938: Luftgau Commands will: 
Effect changes of distribution of air defense forces in accordance 

with Part C, article 16a. 
Submit marching orders in accordance with Part .C, articles 16e 

and/. 
Report that the issue of operation orders has been completed in 

accordance with Part C, .articles 16e and f. 
August 1, 1938 f Report by Luftwaffe Commands VII, XII, and 
November 1, 1938 XIII concerning substitute airfields in accord· 
March 1, 1939 ance with Part E, article 8. · 

No. 236 
12()/68347 

The German Minister in Rum:ania (Fabricius) to the German 
·Foreign Min is try· 

No. 125 of June 3 

Telegram 

BucHAREST, June 3, 193~ p.m •. 
Received June 4, 1938-2:30 a.m. 

Learn from reliable source that as result Czechoslovak pressure 
Rumanian General Staff has given general consent for Russi~n air
craft to fly over Rumanian territory on condition that they I>ear 
Czechoslovak markings, that crews only carry Czechoslovak identity 
papers, and will fly nonstop across Rumania; last point is contrary 
to what Comnen, the Foreign Minister, originally told me, namely, 
that intermediate landing was stipulated for purposes of control. 

Approval of Rumanian General Staff is said to have been given 
under threat of embargo on further arms deliveries by Cze~hoslo
vakia. On the other hand, in consequence of Poland's opposition, 
there was no success in obtaining from Rumania right of transit for 
troops as well. 

Nevertheless, it is said that Russians have stationed on Dniester 
railway constructi01i regimants which can in a very short time throw 
railway bridge across river near Zmerinka and Slobodka. 

FABRICIUS 
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No. 237 
·Nuremberg tJ.S.S.B.Ilshlblt 268 

Memorandum by the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelk 

SECRET BERLIN, June 3, 1938. 
(Pol. I 458 g) 

Subject: Henlein and the Czechoslovak Government. 
During the discussion between SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Lorenz and 

Henlein, Henlein raised the following question: 
"What ·attitude should I adopt if the Czechs, under foreign pres

sure, suddenly accede to all my demands and present, as a counter
demand, entry into the Government¥" It is clear that this question 
will not immediately. become acute, and that we must work hard at 
negotiations for a considerable time yet. :ijut still, he requests, for his 
guidance, instructions as to what attitude he should adopt with 
regard to this question in the event of his no longer being able to 
maintain contact with Germany. 

He himself proposes the following: "If the Czechs yield on all 
points, I shall answer 'Yes,' with the demand that the foreign policy 
of Czechoslovakia be modified. The Czechs would· never accede to 
that.'' 118 

Henlein has been promised that this matter will be cleared up 
with the Foreign Minister. 

LoRENZ 

No. 238 
Nuremberg U.S.&.&. llxhlblt 268 

Memorandum by the V olksdeutsche M ittelstelle 

SECRET BERLIN, June 3, 1938. 
(Pol. I 458 g) 

Subject: Supply of information to the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle and 
exchange of information between branches of the Sudeten Ger
man Party. · 

In the discussion with SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Lorenz, Henlein drew 
attention to the fact that in time of stress the Czechs prevented him 
from supplying his branch leaders with information so that the 
dangerlllight arise that, in cases of urgency, he could not, without 
means of communication, keep the Party instructed in accordance 
with his functions of leadership, and that hence the coordination of 
the branches.·wauld be prejudiced. In order that in such cases direct 

• Marginal oote by Welzsiicker: "It would be better to reserve the answer until 
all clrcumstam:es ot the case are known." . 
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reports could be sent to the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle by the indi
vidual branches also, he intended for the time being to have a man 
posted on German territory in the proximity of the corresponding 
branch, who could transmit the information to the Volksdeutsche 
Mittel~telle. He wished to set up the report center for these men in 
Bad Elster. He would then also be in a position ·to inform the cor
responding men by Reich telephone, and they in their turn wquld 
be in a position further to inform each of his individual branch lead
ers by word of mouth, so that, through this post on Reich-German 
soil, he could maintain centralized control over his Party by means 
of a system of communications. 

LoRENZ 

No. 239 
120/683f6 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker l 

BERLIN, June 3, 1938. 

In consequence of today's announcements in the Paris press of the 
discussion in the Chamber Committee for Foreign Affairs, and the 
telephone call at midday today from Ambassador Count Welcz~k, 
I am going to dispatch the following instructions to Count Welczeck 
on behalf of the Reich [Foreign] Minister: 

1. It is for Count Welczeck to decide whether to carry out the 
following instructions officially or at this evening's social event men
tioned by him. 

2. M. Bonnet is to be asked : 
(a) Does the acco1p1t of his statements in the committee, .as re

ported in the French press, in particular in the Petit Parisien, cor-
respond to the facts t · 

(b) If so, did M. Bonnet add to his statements in committee that 
the reports from the French Ambassador here have since proved to 
be totally erroneous W. 

(c) Does M. Bonnet approve that these reports from the French 
Ambassador, incredible from the outset and since proved to be false, 
should be presented to the French public without correction, and 
that thus a deliberate falsification of history is committed¥ 

It can be added that, as is already generally known, at the time of 
the alleged crisis a fortnight ago; it was neither the intention of the 
German Government to undertake any steps for mobilization, nor 
have any such measures been taken since. 

Similarly, as is likewise known, the story of the so-called Council 
of War, composed of Goring, Goebbels, RJbbentrop, etc., is untrue. 
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(d) Will lL Bonnet publicly deny all this untruthful reporting 
in the French press, and, in particular, that in the Petit Parillien ¥ 

Should it be his intention to allow the falsifications of history 
regarding alleged military preparations on Germany's part to con
tinue to thrive and become established, then we must draw our own 
conclusions. 

WEIZSACK.ER 

No. 240 
2004/442467-68 

Minute by lhe Under State Secretary {Woermann) for the 
State Secretary {Weizsiicker) 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, June 3, 1938. 
(copy Pol. IV 3950) 

The Hungarian Minister today asked me for information on the 
latest developments in the Czechoslovak question. He particularly 
desired to be informed of the latest demarches of th{) British Govern
ment in Berlin and Prague. I gave him a very brief summary, 
stating at the same time that the plan to send commissions to Czecho
slovakia did not seem as though it was being pursued by any party 
at the moment. In the course of the talk M. Szt6jay raised the 
specific question as to whether we still held the same opinion as we 
did a. month ago that Czechoslovakia· at present wished to provoke 
a war. After he had referred to this question several times I said 
to him that the fact of continued mobilization constituted a further 
grave threat; Czechoslovakia obviously felt herself encouraged by 
the attitude of Britain and France. On the other hand I could see 
no signs of her provoking a war at the moment. The Minister said 
this was entirely his opinion; Field Marshal Goring, too, had said 
to him that a war was not to be expected at the moment, but that a 
new situation would, of course, immediately arise should it come to 
a. massacre of the Sudeten Germans. 

WoERMANN 
BERLIN, June 8, 1938. 
Copy to German Legations, Prague and Budapest, for informt~-tion. 

ALTENBUllG 
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No. 241 
28/19125 

The German Foreign Mini8try to the German Legat~ 
in Czechoslovakia ' 

Telegram 

No.155 of June 4 BEBLm, [June 4, 1938.] 
Received June 4, 1938-5 : 37 p.m. 

For information. Belgrade Minister telegraphs following, June 3: 
I hear from absolutely reliabl!!! source information that French are 
working in Prague toward stiffening Czech resistance and in Eucha~ 
rest are exerting strong pressure of every kind on King Carol to 
ensure Rumanian consent to passage of Russia11: troops in event· of 
war. It is expected here, however, that King will remain firm •. 

.ALTENBURG 

No. 242 
120/68351-52 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) to the G~rma'n 
Foreign M ini8tty 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT PARIS, June 4, 1938. 
No. 272 of June 3 Received June 4, 1938-2 a.m. 

Reference to instructions by telephone from State Secretary.98 

Bonnet, Foreign Minister, asked me urgently and of his own accord 
to come today shortly before social meeting with him, in order, as 
he said, to correct the press reports of his statements at yesterday's 
meetings of the Chamber's Committee for Foreign Affairs. lh the 
relevant versions published in the French press there had occurred 
a n~ber of errors, misinterpretations, and transpositions which had 
completely distorted and falsified the sense of his statements. This 
could only be explained by bearing in mind how press reports of such 
committee meetings came about in actual practice. The Minister 
gives an expose and then answers a large number of questions. Thus, 
for example, he himself had spoken for 4 hours in all yesterday. At 
the conclusion of the sitting it is left to two members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, so-called spokesmen, to communicate to the press 
information in broad outline concerning the substance of. the meet
ing. After that, the news thus given was commented on in the cor
ridors and interlarded with private information. Each newspaper 

• Cf. document No. 239, p. 385. 
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elaborated the gist of this information in its own way and unfor· 
tunately, as in the case in point, added its own items of news or 
inventions. 

Passing on to the incriminating part of the press report on his 
alleged statements, Bonnet outlined to me what he actually had said 
and not said. He had stated that on basit;· of certain rumors the 
Czechs had mobilized three age groups. This mobilization would in 
Jfrench view have rendered a conflict possible if Germany had replied 
to it with partial mobilization, for then France would have been 
obliged to mobilize and the danger of war would thereby have been 
brought extremely close. Fran~ois-Poncet had not telephoned him 
anything regarding German mobilization measures. He, Bonnet, 
had not said anything in the Chamber Committee either about this, 
or the ten divisions, or mobilization measures near Dresden, or an 
alleged War Council in Berchtesgaden. 

I answered the Minister that I could naturally not doubt his state
ments, but should, however, like to make certain, in view of the 
unanimity in the French press regarding his observations on the 
sequence of the military measures, whether I had understood cor
rectly that the Minister had represented the Czechoslovak mobiliza
tion as being primary [primi.ir] and had only spoken hypothetically 
of a German mobilization. Bonnet thereupon expressly confirmed 
the accuracy of this view. · 

I then drew the Minister's attention very urgently to the dangers of 
irresponsible press reports of this kind. It was a question here of 
the creation of a war-guilt lie and of a falsification of history which 
was obviously maliciously invented by ill-disposed parties in order 
to do us harm and represent us as being those who had wanted the 
conflict or who, in the event of a conflict, would be responsible for 
its outbreak. The wrong which had been done could only be repaired 
by means of 8. very clear dementi. 

The Minister then showed me a dementi which he had prepared, 
and which in sharp but general terms declared the press reports to 
be false and products of the imagination, and he asked me what my 
wishes were. I explained to the Minister that with regard to ihe de
tailed and concrete reports in the Petit Parisien, and also the Temps, a 
more clearly worded and more detailed dementi was absolutely neces
sary, and that in addition a general dementi appeared to me to be 
required for the rest of the press. 

Bonnet promised me that he would have desired dementiB issued 
tomorrow. 
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I shall take the opportunity this evening of again firmly drawing 
the Minister's attention to malignancy and danger of press methods 
of this kind and of urging him to institute investigations into the 
origin of the incriminating rumors. , 

' WELCZECX 

No. 243 
2369/4945111 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 1. allg. PRAGUE, June 4, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 3993) 

Osusky's and Masaryk's visit to Prague. 
Idea of neutralizing the Czechoslovak Republic. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Foreign Minister Krofta has informed the Minister of another 
country of the object of the recent visits of the Czechoslovak Min
istEirs in London and Paris.99 According to this, Osusky has, on 
behalf of the French Government, uttered a special warning against 
"playing with fire," as the military and political situation is also a 
difficult one for France, who does not wish to be drawn unnecessarily 
into conflicts on account of her alliance. Jan Masaryk stressed the 
military and political considerations less, in view of the fact that 
Britain was not bound by any treaty obligations to Czechoslovakia, 
but he stated that the British Government spoke with him on the 
possibility of neutralizing Czechoslovakia, and asked the Czechoslo
vak Government on its part to examine the practicability of this idea. 
Krofta stated that neutralization was all ypry well but that· pre
sumably no state would be prepared to undertake the necessary 
guarantee. . ",. 

The idea is by no means new but has frequently cropped up, in 
the British press as well as the press here, and has also been men
tioned from time to time by foreign diplomats and Government offi
cials. Not so long ago Krofta put this id~a to me in a very siDlilar 
way to that stated above. The grounds for the appearance of the 
idea of "neutralization," on the pattern of Switzerland or even more 
of Belgium, are so obvious and also so impracticable that its further 
discussion is unnecessary. 

EISENLOHR 

• Masaryk and 0Rusky arrived In Prague on May 26. 
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No. 244 
1585/382757-88 

The German Ambassador in Great Brltain (Dirksen) to the 
German Foreign M i11istry 

A 2505 

POJ.ITJCAJ. REPORT 

l...oNooN, June 8, 1938. 
(Pol. II 1775) 

CoNTkNTs: }~1rect on Anglo-German relations of the Czechoslovak crisis and 
air rearmament. 

I. The strain on Anglo-German relations due to the Czechoslovak 
crisis (pp. 1-4).1 

II. Increasing sympathy for the Sudeten German demands (pp. 4-7). 
III. British anxiety complex in the debate on air rearmament (pp. 

7-10). 
IV. Britain's attitude toward Germany (pp. 10-12). 

I. 
During recent weeks two events in Britain's political life have

without being immediately connected with Germany-influenced 
Anglo-German relations in the most unfavorable way:-the Czecho~ 
slovak crisis and the air rearmament debate in Parliament. 

It was obvious that the events in Czechoslovakia would react on 
Anglo-German relations the moment the British Government decided 
to act as mediator in the Sudeten Germans' struggle for equality of 
rights in the Czechoslovak State. This moment arrived when on 
l\lay 7 the British 1\finister in Prague made urgent representations 
for a settlement of the Sudeten German question and when the British 
Ambassador in Berlin informed the German Government of this step/.a 

As the German Government shared the British Government's out~ 
look from a material point of view and had in addition no formal 
objections to raise to the latter's step in Prague, complete agreement 
existed on both sides at the start. It was therefore well within the 
bounds of possibility that the British Government's wish, that Anglo
German cooperation in solving satisfactorily the Sudeten German 
demands might lead to mutual cooperation on a broader basis, would 
be no utopian dream •. 

In contrast to these hopeful beginnings the further course of the 
British efforts to achieve a compromise led to a further-if only 
temporary-strain on Anglo-German relations. 

This unwelcome result is due to a concatenation of various circum~ 
stances: The. whole body of British public opinion in its attitude 

1 The page refe1·ences are to the original German typescript. 
1 Cf. documents Nos. 149 and 150, pp. 261 and 262. 
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toward Germany is still influenced by the union of Austria with 
Germany. Due to the inability of the British to grasp Continental 
political affairs before they have become extremely urgent, the press 
and the public assessed the Czechoslovak affair in the light of Ger
man action in the Austrian question; it was expected that if tension 
arose-which occurred meanwhile between Sudeten Germans and the 
Government in Czechoslovakia-Germany would annex Czechoslo
vakia, in the same way as Austria. The feeling, by no means over
come yet, of being made a fool of in that affair, grew up again, 
together with the determination not to allow; unchallenged, further 
alterations to the balance of power in Central Europe. 

A further disturbing factor in Anglo-German relations was the 
fact that the crisis of May 20 to 22, brought on and desired by the 
Czechs, was falsified by them, by the spreading of lies about German 
troop movements, and laid at Germany's door, while on the other 
hand, the partial mobilization of the Czechs and the atrocities against 
the Sudeten Germans, especially the shooting of the two Sudeten 
German farmers near Eger, were represented as consequences of 
German provocation. Two days, valuable for the forming of opinion 
in Great Britain, had elapsed before the inquiries undertaken by the
British had revealed the falsity of the Czech camp.aign of lies. Dur
ing this time the above-mentioned British fear of a German invasion 
of Czechoslovakia had received such an impetus that the British 
Government considered it necessary, in contrast to the reserve main
tained toward Berlin at first, to raise the specter of a Franco-German 
war with subsequent British intervention. 

The justifiable reaction of the German press to such pre~ure, 
which was looked upon as blackmail, led to displeasure in those circles 
in Britain at all well disposed toward us and to an intensification of 
the anti-German campaign by the ill-disposed and intractable part 
of the press here. 

The differences were heightened by a further circumstance which 
had a particularly strong effect because it occurred behind the scenes 
and so Wits beyond control :-the war panic which smote the British 
·Embassy in Berlin. Although IU'Cording to my information, l,ord 
Halifax did his best to prepare the way for a calmer judgment of the 
position, the advice given to the wives of the British diplomats and 
journalists in Berlin to leave Germany soon on account of the danger 
of war3 sufficed to swell the uneasiness in Britain and amplify the 
unfriendly echo of the German press. · 

• Cf. document No. 212, p. 346, and footnote 21 thereto. 
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II. 

The effects of the Czechoslovak crisis on Anglo-German relations 
have, however, luckily not been confined to this negative reaction. 
They are countered by a growing understanding for the German point 
of view. The shock of the annexation of Austria has induced a large 
number of politically minded Englishmen to study Central European 
problems more closely. They quickly came up against the Czechoslo
vak problem. It was perceived that 3% million Sudeten Germans 
were putting forward justifiable demands, the nonfulfillment of which 
might have much more serious consequences than Schuschnigg's in
trigues and chicaneries had for the Austrian question. Once again 
the annoying feeling was experienced of being tied to the Franco
Soviet alliance and faced some day with the question whether to 
become entangled in a war for the sake of the indispensable French 
partner, without any special British interests being involved, or 
whetht!r to lose this ally. 

As a result of this dilemma it was decided to avoid these alterna
tives if at all possible. The public, accordingly, occupied itself in in
creasing measure with the Sudeten German question in newspaper 
urticles, contributions, and "letters to the editor,'' 6 without stopping 
short at far-reaching conclusions. The Sudeten German demands for 
autonomy, even in the form stated in Henlein's Karlsbad speech, are 
not really rejected in any quarter: Apart from this the idea of insti
tuting a plebiseite is gaining ground (letter from Noel-Buxton and 
:Matthews to The Times, which published a leading article in the same 
sense on June 3, which attracted much attention). Even Churchill's 
adherents do not shrink from the idoo. of an incorporation of the 
Sudeten German part of Czechoslovakia in Germany (Boothby's 
article in the Daily Telegraph). 

But even among those prepared for the utmost conciliation there 
are no signs of a willingness to keep Britain out of a war at all costs 
on account of the Sudeten German question. It is expected of Ger
many that she proceeds by stages: plebiscite only if autonomy nego
tiations break down; annexation of Sudeten German parts to Ger
many only after plebiscite has taken place. Perhaps the attitude of 
the British public is expressed in its shortest and most succinct form 
in the letter to the Sttnday Times from an otherwise unknown :Mr. 
Young:- He proposes that every Englishman should consider and 
answer three questions: 

1) If the German "cantons'' in Czechoslovakia wish to join the 
Reich, is Britain to interfere! 

Answer: No. 

1 This phrase is in English in the original 
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2) If the Reieh uses troops to :{>revent forcible reannexation of 
these "cantons" by the Czechs, is Britain to intervene¥ 

Answer: No. 
3) If the Reich takes military action, in spite of every guarantee 

that the Sudeten Germans may freely state their wishes, is Britain 
to fight then¥ 

Answer: Yes. 

In The Ob8erver Garvin states the problem in a different manner: 
"Czechoslovakia has only the choice between partition or a federal 
state." . 

Most brutal but also most characteristic is the advice given to a 
German acquaintance by an influential Englishman: "Don't shoot 
Czechoslovakia, strangle her.'' 8 Or, in other words: Anything which 
can be got without a shot being fired can count upon the agreement 
of the British. 

III. 

If, in the Czechoslovak crisis, Anglo-German relations only became 
adversely affected the moment the British Government interfered in 
the Sudeten German complex, this reaction was inevitable in any 
case immediately British rearmament in the air came up for debate 
in Parliament; for the entire British rearmament plan as such is 
based, more or less, on "defense against the German danger." It. is 
rather the special features of this particular debate which deserve 
emphasis. 

An observer of the Parliamentary debate on ·May 12 might ask 
himself: How is it possible that the men responsible for air arma
ment, Lord Swinton and Lord Winterton, could be swept away within 
24 hours by Parliament and public opinion,' although their report 
on the estimates had shown quite noteworthy achievements! 

In addition, the psychological fact had to be taken irt1;o account 
that public indignation at the failure of air armament had already 
found an outlet after the publication of the Cadman Report 8 and that 
since then calm had prevailed. 

The answer to the query as to the grounds for such a radical re
action of British public opinion to the Estimates Report of Swiaton 
and Winterton can be found in the fact that Britain finds herself in 
a state of anxiety neurosis regarding all matters of national defense; 

• Thls phrase Is In English In the originaL 
'Lord Swinton resigned his post as Secretary of State for Air on May 16. lis 

official reason was that the Secretary of State should be a member of the House 
of Commons. Lord Winterton was Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and 
had represented Lord Swinton In the House of Commons, a duty that became 
unnecessary with Swinton's resignation. 

• The Cadman Report was published on March 8. 



394 DOCUlU~NTS 0~ GF.Rli.\X FOREIG~ POUCY 

the question of whether in the e\·ent. of war the country is sufficiently 
defended and pro\·isioned to stand a war and prevent a repetition of 
the air attacks of the "" orld 'Vnr is occupying the minds of practi
cally the entire population, so that a few imaginary figures on Ger-

. many's air armaments (present strength 10,000 to 12,000 aircraft!), 
as well as an ineffectively presented rep01t by Lord Winterton, suf
ficed to put the Cabinet in great danger which could only be relieved 
by jettisoning the men responsible up to the present. 

A further symptom specially characteristic of the anxiety neurosis 
which now prevails in Britain due to the air armament debnte is the 
concentration of these armaments against Germany. 'Vhereas for
merly the defense of the country was directed against an enemy 
known but not mentioned by name, Germany is now the opponent, 
for whose potential repulse such heavy burdens must now be 
shouldered. 
It cannot be said thttt the British public is preparing or is being 

directly prepared for a violent quarrel with Germany; good judges 
of British mentality describe this state of mind of the masses more 
llS 1t fatalistic 1u•ceptance of an unalterable fact. 

The extent to which the British public's inherent willingness has 
grown to accept the sacrifice of a war, should their Government cttll 
upon them to do so, was shown in the course of the further Parlitt· 
mentary .debate when the veil was lifted from the extensive economic 
and military mobilization measures; the Opposition ventured no 
word of criticism and the only objections heard were lively accusa· 
t.ions, especially in the provincial press, of the Government's failure 
to envisage still more extensive measures . 
. Special mention must be made of the fact that not only was the 

extent of the Government'~:~ preparatory measures in event of war quite 
extraordinary (air-raid precautions down to the minutest detai I, 
partial evacuation of town populations, introduction of conscription 
in case of war, completed accumulation of large stocks of food and 
raw materials), but that the measures demanded by the Government 
affect each Englishman in the very sensitive spot of his individual 
freedom. And in spite of this no opposition from any quarter. 

The attitude of the British people to the possibility of war has 
changed entirely sine~ 1936; wh~reas at that time, after the restora
tion of ·full German sovereignty in the Rhineland, the Members of 
Parliament who were dispatched to their constituencies to ascertain 
the public mood returned with the unanimous conviction that the 
man in the street would not have war at any price, today a tour of 
the constituencies would not even be necessary to confirm that the 
British people-even now, in spite of incomplete armament-are 
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ready for war, should their Government ~how them that this is 
necessary, in order to put an end to a state of subjectively experienced 
threats and uncertainty which they'look upon as -not to be endured 
forever. To regard the excitement of the last" few weeks as ~ mere 
bluff might turn out to be a fatal error. · 

IV. 
The recognition of this fmme of mind of the lkitish people -is or 

direct significance for Anglo-German relations. To It (•ertnin extent 
it is the foundation upon which the special case of the. Czeehoslova.k 
crisis has arisen. Both these questions taken together permit a judg
ment to be made of Britain's present attitude toward Germany. This 
attitude can be summed ~p in the following points: 

1) The British people are in the grip of a profound anxiety; they 
doubt whether peace can be preserved. They would be prepared to 
undertake the sacrifice of a war if they were convinced thut this is 
the price for the termination of the present ferment in the wm·ld and 
the establishment of a lasting. state of peace. 

2) The present Cabinet has systematically educated the British 
people to a state of mind prepared for war in order to be able t.o make 
all possible preparations for the sucl'essful prosecution of a war· and 
the defense of Britain. The British Government, however, tu·e not 
at present allowing themselves to he driven by puLlic opinion hut 
are pursuing a policy which they consider right. 

3) This policy, supported by extensive rearmament, consists in 
avoiding war, even at a very high price. · 

4) The avoidance of war by attempting to bring about a settlement. 
with Germany is the declared aim of Chamberlain's Cabinet. 

5) As a solution of the Sudeten German question, regarded llS 

particularly likely to lead to war, the British Governnwnt. would 
presunutbly be willing to proceed in stages from autonomy t.o plebis
cite and even from plebiscite to a separation of the Sudett>u German 
provinces, provided this development is not interl'upted hy forcible 
measures on the part of Germany. 

6) The British Government would like to open a way for· <·ollahn
ration with Germany in the Sudeten Gernum question, whirh might 
lead to a settlement of other outstanding questions. 

7) France is by no means a pleasant cr congenial pnrtnet• for 
Britain; the French system of alliance with Eastern Powers of doubt
ful value, and the possibility of being drawn into conflicts, is in itself 
repugnant to Britain. Nevertheless, if Britain wet·e faced with the 
choice, whether to stay with France and be fnced with the neressit.y 
of waging war, or whether to lose the French ally and avoid a war, 
she would certainly choose the first alternative. 

Such are, in my opinion, the conclusions which have emerged regard
ing Anglo-German relations from the course so far of the German
Czechoslovak crisis and out of the debate on air armnment. 

VON DIRKSI':N 
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No. 245 
120/68172-75 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the 
· German Foreign Mirdstry 

Telegram 

No. 276 of June 9 LoNDON, June 9, 1938. 
Received ,June 10, 1938---9:10 a.m. 

I. I initiated a conversation with Lord Halifax yesterday in order 
to explain to him the attitude of the German public and press toward 
the British attempts to bring influence to bear on the dispute between 
the Sudeten Germans and the Czechoslovak Government, and to draw 
his attention to the reasons for the negative attitude of the German 
press. 

I cited the following as reasons for the agitated state of public 
opinion: 

( 1) Although the Czechs were solely responsible for the crisis of 
May 20-27 (mobilization, shooting dead of two Sudeten Germans, 
and campaign of lies about German troop movements), the world's 
press, particularly that of Britain, too, had divided the responsibility 
between the two parties and had proceeded on the assumption of a 
German attack on Czechoslovakia. 

(2) Furthermore, despite the·sole responsibility of the Czechs for 
the crisis, British and French. official representatives had held such 
language in their conversations with us as if we had wished .imme
diately to resort to war; the entry of France into a German-Czech 
conflict was referred to as if it were a foregone conclusion. 

(3) It had caused particular amazement when we were informed, 
as he had informed me, that in a German-Czech conflict France would 
in any case resort to war against us regardless of previous Czech 
provocation. That went far beyond the framework of France's obli
gations to render assistance as stipulated in the Franco-Czech Treaty, 
which was only to become operative in the case of an unprovoked 
attack. That gave the Czech extremists carte blanche to provoke a 
conflict. I had therefore been instructed to ask him for an elucida
tion of his previous statement. 

(4) A further circumstance important for our assessment of the 
Francp-British attempt at mediation was the information we received 
immediately after the critical days; this showed that various Govern
ments had been approached by France with the inquiry how the same 
Governments intended to react in the event of a German invasion of 
Czechoslovakia. As we had not given the slightest cause for such 
inquiries, we were obliged to regard moves of this kind as attempts 
to encircle Germany. 

(5) Taking it all in all we had thus the impression that the effect 
of the Franco-British pressur.e in Prague was neutralized by the 
fact that Czechoslovakia had been stiffenPd by the unconditional 
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pledge of assistance. It was therefore highly improbable that the 
Czechs would be willing to grant a sufficient degree of autonomy. 

II. Lord Halifax first ·of all dealt with my observations in I (3). 
He first of all stressed the legal aspect and was desirous of obtaining 
an opinion from his legal advisers on the import and scope of the 
.Franco-Czech Trettty of Alliance, or else of summoning an official 
of that department. He came round, however, to share my view that 
the French engagements were well known and clearly defined, and 
that to consult a legal expert would bring no further new factors 
to light . 

. He then brought up the question whether a German invasion of 
Czechoslovakia would be justified in the event of unprovoked acts 
of violence on the part of the Czechs, for example, the shooting dead 
of individual Sudeten Germans. He answered this question by say
ing that even in such a case all peaceful methods must first be 
employed. 

I pointed out with the aid of an example to the contrary that 
incidents assuming the gravest proportions might develop, especially 
on the frontier itself, without leaving any time whatsoever for setting 
the diplomatic machinery in motion. 

When I had then agreed with Lord Halifax that the political side 
o~ the question was the decisive one, he declared with great emphasis 
that he could assure me that there was no question of the Czechs' 
having received any sort of blank check to provoke conflicts in 
which they could then always count on British assistance. He was 
unfortunately unable to communicate to me the text of the British 
warnings to Czechoslovakia, but if I knew that text I should be 
surprised how far the British Government had gone. He begged the 
German Government to rest assured that their fears regardi~1g a 
blank check handed to Czechoslovakia were groundless. 

III. In continuation, Lord Halifax regretted the violence of the 
attacks directed against the British Government and press. As re
gards himself the attacks directed agttinst him left him unmoved and 
would not deflect him from the pursuit of his aim of bringing about 
a settlement between Germany and Britain. 

He furthermore raised the point whethet· the acrimony of Gerrnan 
press attacks on Czechoslovakia could not be toned down. 

With regard to the tone of the German press toward Britain, I 
referred Halifax to my observations in paragraph I. With regard 
to German press attacks on Czechoslovakia, I described it as im
probable that the German press would adopt a more restrained tone 
owing to the indignation in Germany at the Czechs' acts pf violence. 
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Here ~rd Halifax mentioned that he would shortly be giving 
an address at the Institute of International Affairs, which would 
deal-even though in theoretical form-with the Sudeten German 
question and would take our attitude into account. 

III. [ xic] Reverting to our last conversation regarding the Czech 
demobilization, Halifax th('n informed me that the Czechs had re
leased up to 50,000 men and contemplated a further comprehensive 
·demobilization/by June 20. 

He could, furthermore, with certainty hold out the prospect that 
within a very short time Czechoslovakia would make the Sudeten 
Germans a very far-reaching offer of autonomy. BeneS was now 
convinced that this question must be settled. 

I expressed my doubts as to Bene$' sincerity. Hodza was beUe.t• 
intentioned, but not decisive. 

IV. In the course of the ~onversation Halifax repeatedly stressed 
the British Government's desire for an improvement in Anglo
German relations and a settlement of outstanding questions. From 
his words there was clearly discernible the intention of making an 
approach to the German Government again, with a view to resuming 
'within measurable time the interrupted negotiations. 

DIRKSEN 

No. 246 
120/68376 

The GeNna·n Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the Ge1'1Mn 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 206 of June 9 PRAGUE, June 9, 1938-2:50 p.m. 
Received June·9, 1938-4:20 p.m. 

The Legation is receiving from the Sudeten German spas, par
ticularly from Karlsbad and Marienbad, urgent complaints that their 
already catastrophic position would be worsened by the continued 
violent language ·of the German press and broadcasting stations and 
would lead to complete ruin. Every day numerous cancellations 
are 1·eceived, not only from Germany but also from abroad, ·on ac
count of public announcements in the Reich, since the spas are in the 
"War Zone" and the spa visitors are therefore in fear for their per
sonal safety. On the other hand, visitors already at the spas con
clude from the violent polemics of the German press and radio that 
war is imminent and cut short their stay. As a result, the number 
of visitors has fallen to an unprecedented extent, with a correspond
ing decrease in business. 
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From my own observations and from agents' reports, I myself con
sider that the picture of the situation in the spas, which actually are 
hardly affected by military events, is by: no means overdrawn. I 
share, moreover, the opinion of Deputy K. H. Frank, repre~entative 
of Konrad H[enlein], that the continued provocative press and radio 
attacks, which undoubtedly for a certain period provided a useful 
counteraction to Czechoslovak mobilization, are now regarded inter
nationally as signs of Germany's aggressive intent, and thus the 
Czechs are regaining the sympathy even of those foreign circles 
which had previously condemned their conduct. From conversations 
with Heads of Missions here, the swing of opinion in the last few 
days is clearly to be observed. 

I have commissioned Press Attache von Gregori, who is leaving 
tomorrow for a few days in Berlin, to report verbally relevant pbser
vations to the foreign commentator. 

EISENI.OHR 

No. 247 
2369/494579--81 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirk.sen) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

A 2562 l.A>NDON, June 9, 1938~' 
(Pol. IV 4076) 

Subject: The Times article on Czechoslovakia of June 3. 
I am enclosing a memorandum by· Dr. Hesse, Press Adviser to the. 

Embassy, on the probable genesis of the often-quoted article in 1'he 
1'imes. While it is doubtless going too far fully to identify the 
British Government or the Prime Minister personally with the 
opinions expressed in the article, yet one should not reject the ideu. 
that the article reflects the point of view of authoritative circles. It 
would naturally be a mistake to conclude from it that the British 
Government has any intention in the near future of officially· taking· 
up the idea of a plebiscite. 

[Enclosure] 

MEMORANDUM 

VON DUtKSEN 

I am of the opinion that the leading article in The Times of Friday 
is based on Chamberlain's interview with representatives of the 
British press on Wednesday eveuing and that in all probability the 
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article, which tentatively advocates a plebiscite for the Sudeten Ger
man areas, reflects a point of view of the newspaper which agrees 
with Chamberlain's line of thought. 

Three reasons lead me to this conjecture: 
1. The Times had hitherto dealt inadequately with Chamberlain's 

statement to the press on Wednesday evening, and only on Friday 
morning reported in detail both on the Spanish and the Czechoslovak 
problem. Thus already the internal evidence supports the supposi
tion that the attitude on Friday morning of the newspaper, which 
frequently and deliberately discusses an event 24 hours later than the 
rest of the press, is the result of Chamberlain's declaration. More
over, it is well known that The Timelf is utilized for such semiofficial 
ballons d'essai, while, on the other hand, it is also quite certain that 
The Times would not oppose the views and intentions of Prime 
Minister Chamberlain in questions of foreign policy. It is especially 
significant that, as far as I could learn, no part of the article has been 
disavowed. 

2. I had a conversation with the diplomatic correspondent of a 
well-known pro-German newspaper, the Daily Mail, in the course of 
which he spoke to me somewhat as follows: the statements which he 
had made in the Daily Mail of Thursday morning were directly 
based on those of the Prime Minister. He had himself been present 
at this interview, and he could qnly assure me of his impression that 
the Prime Minister was ready to come to an understanding on both 
the Czech and the Colonial questions and to make far-reaching con
cessions in either case. To my direct question as to what were Cham
berlain's Views on the problem of Czechoslovakia, he answered that 
it was impossible for him to repeat to me what had been said on this 
point. (Evidently this portion of the statement was strictly o1f the 
record.) I then asked him whether he had the impression that Cham
berlain would be prepared to agree to a territorial rearrangement 9 

in order to settle the Sudeten German question. My informant was 
obviously nonplussed and replied, after some hesitation, "of course"; 
and soon after, "of course, I am quite certain of that l" 

3. Shortly afterward, I had a lengthy conversation with the diplo
matic correspondent of the Su11day 1'imes. He also directed my 
attention most particularly to Chamberlain's latest statements and 
said that he could not understand why we only demanded autonomy 
for tl~; Sudeten Germans since it was obvious that, in virtue of the 
principle of nationality, a revision of the frontiers was required. He 
was convinced that Chamberlain would be prepared to make very ex
tensive concessions, even in the territorial sphere, if we would only 

• The words "territorial rearrangement" are in English In the original. 
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say clearly and exactly what we wanted. 'Vas there then really no 
possibility that someone might say something authentic beyond his 
own personal views on the matter' . He was further of the opinion 
that it would be a mistake if we did not try to reach an understanding 
with Chamberlain, who is at the moment in so strong a position that 
he has even succeeded in getting the Right Wing of the Conservative 
Party on his side. . 

In my QOnversations with the two journalists I avoided the wo_rd 
"plebiscite," but find that this demand of The Times can quite logi· 
cally follow from Chamberlain's point of view as· it was described 
to me in the two talks. The comments in 1'he Times seem to be 
exactly the natural sequel to the views of the Premier on the Czech 
question, as they have been given to me. 

DR. HESSE 

I...oNDON, June 4, 1938. 

No. 248 
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with the problem raised by the :Minister. He expressly requested 
me to submit his statements to the Reich :Minister. 

This I promised to do. 

No. 249 
120/68378-79 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

'l'elegram 

No. 208 of June 10 PRAGUE, June 10, 1938-5:21 p.m. 
Received June 10, 1938--7:25 p.m. 

Reference to telegram No.159 of the 9th.11 

Memorandum of Sudeten German Party and accompanying letter 
to Hodza, though promised, are not yet in my possession, but it is 
anticipated that it will be possible to send them on to you today by 
special messenger. According to Frank's statement it contains eight· 
Karlsbad points, not explicitly but in substance. Territorial auton
omy is not mentioned but widest measure of self-administration; 
nothing is said about Diet [ Landtag], but about Popular Assembly 
[Volksvertretung]. Reparation demanded but not in precise terms. 
Prince Hohenlohe12 is to take cbpies to Massagli 18 and Vansittart 
and to request their support which, if skillfully carried out, I consider 
expedient in the light of H's ... 14 impressions from his last jour
!ley to' London and Paris. Frank stated that with situation as at 
present Sudeten German Party "must certainly negotiate honestly." 

Hodza, whom I saw yesterday, gave me to understand that he was 
making his political destiny dependent upon outcome of these negotia
tions. In matter of autonomy he was ready to go to utmost limit: 
Germans should be administered only by Germans. He was strong 
enough to overcome resistance within Czech camp. He would, how
ever, make no concession which would be equivalent to a voluntary 
dissolution of the • • • (group obviously missing). He intends to 
carry through negotiations in 14 days, dealing with all technical 
matters in special commission, which will have to examine how far 
they are practicable. It includes president of Supreme Administra· 
tive C<ru.rt and. specialist on domestic affairs in Bene8' Chancery. 

u Not printed. 
u Prince Max von Hohenlohe-Langenburg of Schloss Rothenhaus in Bohemia. 

· u So spe11ed in the original. Massigli was at this time Directeur du A.1Jaire& 
Poliliquu et Commercialu at the French Foreign Office. 

H "Received In this form"; obviously meaning Henleln. 
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Basis of negotiations will be both Henlein's memorandum and draft 
Nationalities Statute, political part of which is to be shaped in these 
negotiations. Demands of Sudeten German Party were formulated 
in wealth of "ideological" terms. For him, however, notb,ing was 
fundamentally unacceptable, but rather on each point there' was op
portunity to examine practicability. He admitted aim must be to 
keep Germans and Czechs as separate as possible within the State, 
since only thus could areas of friction be reduced and collaboration 
rendered possible. But in practice this amounted to declaration of 
territorial autonomy. Prospects, accordingly, not unfavorable; 
Hodza's serious intentions not in doubt, as Sudeten German Party 
also recognize. Of course, even with happiest outcome, thousand
year-old conflict in Bohemian region would not be ended, nor would 
old wounds be closed. 

EISFlNLOHR 

No. 250 
1585/382769-79 

l'he German Amba8sador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the. 
German J:?oreign :llfinistry 

' 
A 2589 LONDON, June 10, 1938. 

PoLITICAL E,EPORT 

Subject: The Czech crisis and its effects in England. 

(Pol. ll1875) 

After describing in my report No. A 2505 of June 9111 the effects 
of the Czechoslovak crisis on Anglo-German relations, I am follow
ing it with another, which sets out in chronological order the events 
of the..:;e days of crisis. 

On my arrival here about a month ago, I found in the British 
Government, as well as among the public, a marked interest in and 
likewise a real comprehension of the Sudeten German problem. 
Mixed with this was considerable disquiet and anxiety lest England, 
because of it, might· in the near future be dragged into a pet;ilous 
conflict. In authoritative circles no doubt existed that, in the event 
of an aggressive German move against Czechoslovakia, France would 
not remain .neutral and that then England also, as Chamberlain in 
his House of Commons speech of March 24 had made unmistakably 
clear, would in all probability be implicated in the war. 

The British Government was, therefore, resolved to exert their 
utmost influence in order to reach by peaceful methods a lasting solu-

u Document No. 244, p. 390, Is meant, although this is dated June 8. 
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tion to the Sudeten German problem. It is to be assumed that these 
efforts corresponded to the wishes of the French Government and also 
that agreement was reached during the visit of the French Ministers18 

on the measures to be adopted by the British Government. The first 
moves in this direction were the demarche made by Newton jn Prague 
on May 7 and the conversations of Sir Nevile Henderson on May 1 
with Herr Woermann and on May 11 with the Reich Minister.U Also, 
during my first conversation with Lord Halifax on May 3,18 he 
declared that England desired to contribute toward achieving a just 
solution of the difficult Czech problem. 

Wishing to learn more of the Sudeten German problem and to gain 
influence over future developments, the British Goverliment un
doubtedly welcomed the visit of Henle~ to London and probably 
even encouraged it. Konrad Henlein stayed here from May 12 to 14. 
His visit was due to an invitation from Group Captain M. I. [G.] 
Christie, former British Air Attache in Berlin.19 Henlein met a great 
number of politicians here, in particular Sir Robert Vansittart, 
Winston Churchill, Archibald Sinclair, leader of the Liberal Oppo
sition, Harold Nicolson (National Labor Member of Parliament since 
1935), and numerous other Members of Parliament belonging to the 
Government side. He also visited the Czech Minister here, M. 
Masaryk. The visit of Henlein has made a favorable impression in 
London. By the quiet and reasonable manner in which he put for
ward his point of view and stated the demands of the Sudeten Ger
man Party, he won from those with whom he conversed, as members 
of the Embassy have frequently been assured by persons who took 
part in the talks, extensive sympathy and even confidence. The press 
also, which paid great attention to Henlein's visit, has, through
out, reported on the visit in a friendly way and without indulging 
in polemics and has shown great optimism as to its possible effect on 
a satisfactory solution to the Sudeten German problem. · 

The great interest taken by the British public in the Sudeten 
German problem was demonstrated by the innumerable letters which 
were printed in the leading newspapers. Among those containing 
positive comments, the letters to The Times appearing on May 7 and 
10 from Lord Noel-J;luxton, member of the Labor Party with pro
nounced pro-German opinions, and of Sir Philip Gibbs, well-known 
ConseFVative politician and Colonial writer [sic], can be specially 
singled out. In these the writers expressed themselves in favor of 

• April 21-28. 
" Cf. documents No. 150 and 154, pp. 262 and 269 • 
.. Ct. document No.145, p. 255. 
• Air Attach~ in Berlin, 1927-30. 
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granting the right of self-determination to the Sudeten Germans. 
Most recent of all, the letter of the Dean of St. Paul's, W. R. Mat
thews (which appeared in The Times of June 2) and, finally, the lead-
ing article in The Times of June 3 should be mentioned. \ 

As against this, Czech propaganda in the Sudeten German prob
lem was also clearly evident. The Czech point of view was presented 
in a one-sided manner, at times coupled with vicious anti-German 
attacks in letters to The Times~·( of May 11 and 18) from the well
known anti-German journalist Wickham Steed, General E. S. Spears, 
Conservative Member of Parliament, and the famous Liberal his
torian Gilbert Murray, and in a letter to the Sunday 1'imea (of 
May 15) from the well-known publicist Harold Temperley. 

It was made known on May 20 that a·"Czechoslovak Committee" 
had even been formed, which set itself the task of campaigning 
among the British public for the inviolability. of Czechoslovakia. To 
this committee belong Lord Cecil, General Spears, 'Vickham Steed, 
Gilbert Murray, and Temperley, as well as numerous other Members 
of Parliament and politicians, notorious for their anti-German 
opinions. A list of the members of the committee is enclosed.20 

About the middle of May, the anxiety over the Czech proble.J]l was 
further intensified by the communal elections now due, as well as by 
a series of uncontrollable rumors of an imminent German invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. The attention of the Foreign Office was more and 
more concentrated on developments in that country, in the fear that 
some unlucky incident there might precipitate a situation over which 
the British Government would have no more influence. · 

In such an atmosphere the reports of May 20 and 21 were received 
here. During the afternoon of May 20 Reuter reported from Prague 
that rumors were current there of SA and SS concentrations in the 
German frontier areas. At the same time, news arrived of the inquiry 
addressed by Sir Nevile Henderson to Herr von Weizsiicker concern
ing German troop movements,21 which news was featured prominently 
by the entire press. Admittedly, the press as a whole carried the 
German statement that it was only a question of troop movements 
normal for the time of year, but in many cases, however, fm;t.her 
reports of German troop concentrations were printed alongside, which 
were calculated to excite the greatest anxiety. It is hardly 'to be 
doubted that the Czech reports· about such troop movements were also 
largely believed in Government circle:!) here. 

The excitement reached its height on Saturday, May 21, when news 
was received of the mobilization of a reserve class in Czechoslovakia, 

• Not printed. 
111 Cf. document No. 171, p. 296. 
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of the shooting of Bolun and Hoffmann, two Sudeten Germans, at 
Eger, and of the reaction to this in the German press, as well as of 
the refusal of the Sudeten German Party to negotiate with the Czech 
Government until the elementary rights of the German population 
were restored. These reports let loose such a panic as has not been 
seen l1ere since 1914. Lord Halifax, who had left to spend the week 
end in Oxford, came back to London on the Saturday morning. The 
Prime Minister announced that he would return on Sunday and 
called a me_eting of the Cabinet for Sunday afternoon at 5 p.m. 

The Press Conference in the Foreign Office on May 21, which 
usually takes .place at 12:30 p.m., was delayed until1 :20 p.m., when a 
communique was issued. This communique contained the announce
ment that Henderson had once again requested the Foreign Ministry 
for assurances concerning the alleged German troop movements and 
that the British Government had done everything in their power 
with the Czech Government; the Czech Government had readily and 
unreservedly answered, declaring their willingness to negotiate; on 
the other hand, the Sudeten Germans were not prepared for nego
tiations until certain precise guarantees were given, which was equiva
lent to."putting the cart before the horse." Lastly, the communique 
referred io the statements made by Chamberlain in his House of 
Commons speech on May 24, in which England's attitude in the event 
of a· conflict was set forth in· detail. The communique is en
closed.21• The anti-German Head of the Foreign Office Press Depart
ment, Mr. Rex Leeper, prefaced his explanations in terms 'which 
hinted at his belief in the imminence of war • 

.An unprecedented excitement prevailed among the journalists 
present at the conference. · 

The press comments of Saturday evening and Slinday were an out
come of the atmosphere which had dominated the conference. The 
possibility of a German attack on Czechoslovakia was openly dis
cussed, and it was stated as a fact that France, in this event, would 
mobilize. The attitude of the Czechoslovak Government was hardly 
criticized at all. Henderson's two demarches to the Reich Minister 
were reported in detail.22 The Swnday Times carried a leading ar
ticle, which was to el?tablish Germany's guilt in advance should a 
war break out. Other newspapers mentioned extensive troop move
ments -in Germany and in Czechoslovakia. 

On Sunday at 12 :30 p.m. Lord Halifax invited me to the conversa
tion with him about which I reported in telegram No. 251.23 

,... Not printed. 
11 Cf. documents Nos. 184 and 186, pp. 311 and 315. 
=Document No. 191, p. 322. 
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Finally, a meeting of the Cabinet took place at 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
to deliberate on the political crisis. On :May 23, the Daily Telegraph 
managed to report of this.meeting that "messages from the European 
capitals were given to the Cabinet, from which it appeared that the 
situation had appreciably improved, thanks to the energetic diplo
matic action taken in Berlin and Prague by England and France, 
working together in the closest possible cooperation." 

On Monday, May 23, Chamberlain in the House of Commons and 
Lord Halifax in the House of Lords made the well~known and 
identical statements on the week~end crisis, in which, in their en
deavor not to display partiality, they treated Germany and Czecho
slovakia exactly alike and unfortunately made no criticism of the 
attitude of the Czechoslovak Government, which had provided the 
real reason for the crisis. · 

The press presented on :Monday and Tuesday a considerably more 
peaceful picture than on the preceding 2 days, after the first election 
Sunday in Czechoslovakia had passed without incident, and the 
British Government had had it established through their Military 
Attache that, in fact, no dangerous troop concentrations had taken 
place in Germany. However, the more the British press recovered 
from the fright of the week end, the greater were the satisfaction 
and the pride with which they praised the masterly performance of 
the British Government, which through their energetic and skillful 
conduct of affairs had preserved world peace under the mo~t difficult 
circumstances. The British reader must have gained the impression 
that Europe had actually stood in grave danger of war, and unfor
tunately there is little doubt that he considers Germany in the first 
instance as the guilty party. 

For the first time on Wednesday, May 25, a certain reaction was 
noticeable in the British press, which can in part no doubt be ascribed 
to the complaints in the German press about the British attitude 
during the week end and in part to official direction. It had been 
recognized in responsible circles that the situation during the week 
end had been gauged falsely and much too pessimistically, and that 
talk of danger of war and preservation of peace did not correspond 
with the existing facts. A Reuter message, given out on Tuesday 
evening, paid due attention to this realization, in which it was stated 
that "observers in London, on a retrospective consideration of the 
events during the week end, attributed the relaxation of the tension 
not to the attitude of any one power alone but to the self-control 
exhibited by all concerned in a critical and inflammable situation. 
Germany, France, .and Czechoslovakia, as well also as Poland and 
Hungary, had each contributed to this, and through their calm and 
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self·control had made this relaxation possible." The British press 
then published during the next few days a great number of quota
tions from German newspapers in which the German point of view 
was clearly given. Messages even appeared which corrected the panic 
rumors of the week end, yet the impression will undoubtedly persist 
among the great majority of the British public that it was owing 
to the attitude of Germany that Europe was precipitated into a grave 
political crisis. ' . 

It is to be assumed that during the height .of the crisis on Satur
day, :M:ay 21, when Chamberlain fixed a Cabinet meeting for the next 
Sunday, the responsible members of the British Government, as also 
the editorial· staffs of the great newspapers, believed in the proba
bility of military conflict. Moreover, there are grounds for believing 
that the opportunity for worsening the feeling against Germany was 
made use of not only by extreme enemies of the New Germany, espe· 
cially in the Labor Party, but also in official quarters. In this con
nection, I am thinking particularly of Mr. Leeper, Head of the Press 
Department of the Foreign Office, whom I hav~ already mentioned. 
I have no proof that Vansittart acted in like manner. Yet it is quite 
certain that Chamberlain and Lord Halifax have not permitted such 
opinions to influence them; they have had a calming effect and have in 
this achieved some success with the press. 

It remains to examine the question how such an excitement, border
ing on panic, could come about in England. One of the chief causes 
is the fact that the slogan governing German foreign policy-that is, 
to create faits accomplis, as in the case of the Austrian Anschluss
is still strongly embedded in the consciousness of the political public. 

Of decisive influence, moreover, during the week end were there
ports of the British Ambassador in Berlin. Sir Nevile Henderson 
in fact appears on the Saturday to have lost his nerve and to have 
thought that there was an immediate threat of a German invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. and, with it, of a European war. The rumor that, 
on this day, he had advised the members of the Embassy to evacuate 
their women and children from Berlin,:~• is apparently correct.25 

Thus the Exchange Telegraph Company also published by teleprinter 
at 1 :30 p.m. on llay 2~ a message to the following effect: some British 
peqple living in Germany have sent their wives and children home; 
reports-that this was done on the instructions of British officials were, 
however, unfounded; still, on the other hand, those who asked for 
advice received the answer that such a step was only prudent • 

.. ct. document No. 212, p. 346. and footnote 21 thereto. 
• Longhand note by Welzslicker: "Henderson canceled this aftt>r a member of 

his Embassy had instigated lt." 
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Lastly, as a regrettable sequel to the events here of May 21 and 22, 
it must be stated that they have further contributed to strengthen 
anti-German feeling among the British public. The creation of so
called public opinion does not conform in England to the rules of 
logic, and when "public opinion" has once taken the bit between its 
teeth, it is not likely to be influenced by any subsequent denials or 
corrections. 

The manner in which the British Government and public reacted 
on this occasion to the supposed danger is nevertheless of considerable 
interest and deserves notice also with reference to possible future 
situations. 

VON DIRKSEN 

No. 251 
F13/349-347 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 

RM 233 
The British Ambassador, who called on me today, brought up 

among other matters the subject of Czechoslovakia. In this connec
tion he referred to his conversation with the State Secretary regard
ing the proposed dispatch of British commissions to the Sudeten 
German area.26 He observed, while on this point, that, judging from 
communications which he had received, he did not expect any success 
from the dispatch of such a commission and considered that it would 
be much better to eliminate the causes by the cancellation of the 
Czech mobilization. In London they had now abandoned the idea 
of a commission and were restricting themselves to sending to the 
Legation in Prague an Assistant Military Attache and af!. additional 
helper for the Military AttacM27 to establish incidents occurring. 
within Czech territory and to report upon them. I refrained frolll 
expressing any opinion upon this and merely referred to the state 
of affairs regarding the Sudeten German area which had for a long 
time been highly unsatisfactory. Sir Nevile answered that Great 
Britain would do everything to bring about pacification .there. 
Britain could not, however, proceed in the matter as she wished, as 
she would assume otherwise in the eyes of the world full responsi
bility for the Czech problem. He asked me urgently to believe in the 
sincerity and earnestness of the British Government in regard to 
what they were doing in this question. Britain was ready to do 

• Ct. documents Nos, 216 and 224, pp. 350 and 365. 
*'Maj. R. Sutton-Pratt was sent to Prague as assistant to the Military Attache 

about June 11. • . 
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everything and would listen to any suggestion from me. She would 
gladly cooperate with us in solving the problem. 

I told Henderson that I was happy to learn this, but that unfor
tunately the situation in Czecl10slovakia told n. different story. A 
few days before, we had even been told of the imminent prolongation 
of the period of military service to 3 years. To this the Bl"itish 
Ambassador replied that, according to his information, no final deci
sion had yet been reached on this point. He had even heard that 
during the last few days the Czechs had demobilized 50,000 men. 

'When Sir Nevile touched upon the treatment of the Czech problem 
by the German press, I closed this part of the conversation with the 
remark that the German press was only expressing in the mildest 
terms the indignation felt by the German people. 

I then alluded briefly to the observation made by Lord Halifax 
to Ambassador von Dirksen,28 according to which France, no matter 
what provocation the Czechs offered, would always take the field 
in a German-Czech conflict and in that case Great Britain could not 
stand aside. I asked him whether this rep~esented the real policy of 
the British Government. I could not think that this was so, since 
it would mean carte blanche for Czechoslovakia. and the cooperation 
of Britain in a war of aggression waged by France upon Germany. 
Sir Nevile protested, apparently quite spontaneously, against this
view which was based, he said; upon a misunderstanding. He would 
like to show me the record of the Dirksen-Halifax conversation. ·The 
British attitude would depend entirely upon events, and if a cnse 
such as that depicted above occurred, Great Britain would be faced 
with a new situation. Britain had done nothing and would do 

. nothing to strengthen the Czechs in their intransigent attitude, since 
that was altogether opposed to British policy in the Sudeten German 
question. 

I answered that I noted with satisfaction what he had told me and 
then let fall the observation that Lord Halifax, for his part, would 
surely not assume that the German Government would, in the face. 
of any provocation that the Czechs might offer, fail to return au 
answer befitting its position as a Great Power. Sir Nevile replied 
that his only source of "ll.nxiety lay in the fact that today no one ever 
knew whether .a conflict was capable of being localized at all. 

~ · RmBENTROP 

BERLIN, June 10, 1938. 

• Cf. document No. 191, p. 322. 
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No. 252 
120/68381-88 

The British .Ambassador in. Germany (Henderson) to the :German 
Foreign Minister 28• 

BERLIN, June 10, 1938. 

DEAR REICHSMINISTER: With reference to our conversation this 
morning29 I enclose the .text of the passage from Lord Halifax's des
patch to me reporting his conversation with Herr von Dirksen on 
May 22.ao As you will see, Lord. Halifax repeated to him the text ot·· 
the actual message which I had already been instructed to convey· 
to you from him. 

Yours very sincerely, N:r.viLJil HENDERSON 

[Enclosure] 

Eil!tract From a Despatch From Viscount Halifaa: to 
Sir Nevile Henderson2a& 

I told His Excellency that we had already telegraphed to Prague 
nbout the recent incidents and the need for exercising the greatest 
forbearance. I impressed upon His Excellency that precipitate Ger
man action, whatever the provocation, might compel the French to 
take counteraction, and I repeated to him the personal message which 
I had instructed you to convey to Herr von Ribbentrop about our 
own position. It was of the greatest importance to seek to lower the 
temperature and we, for our pa1t, would continue to put pressure on _ 
Prague for the avoidance of incidents. I was convinced that we could 
get a settlement if we were patient, but everyone must help, and it 

. must constantly be borne in mind that, if it ever came to a conflagra
tion, it would be European civilization as a whole which would'suffer. 
I assured His Excellency that, if there were any direction in which 
His Majesty's Government could help within the limit of our powers, 
we should be very glad to do so, and begged him to let him [ RW] know 
if his Government had any ~uggestion of possible action on ouJ.l. part 
which we were not already taking~ 

•• In English ln the original. 
• See document No. 251, supra. 
• See document No. 191, p. 322. 

797664-4$--wl. u-sa 
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No. 253 
120/6839f-.96 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 

Rll 236 
The British Ambassador called upon me today at 12:30 p.m. at my 

request. I handed him a carbon copy of the letter of State Secretary 
Brinckmann to Sir Frederick Leith-Ross on the question of the 
Austrian Loans,81 and in doing so remarked that on the basis of our 
recent conversations on this subject a proposal had been worked out 
which would probably be satisfactory for all parties. 

After reading through the letter Sir Nevile observed that he was 
too unfamiliar with the subject to be able to express any opinion on 
the proposal; he could not, therefore, say what attitude his Govern
ment would adopt toward it. 

As Sir Nevile's manner seemed expressive of certain misgivings 
regarding the reception of the letter in London, I said to him that 
this proposal represented a very special token of good will on the 
part of the German Government and would, it was hoped, be appre· 
ciated accordingly. 

I then spoke to Sir Nevile about his private letter of yesterday to 
me,32 in which he enclosed a copy of the despatch from Lord Halifax 
about the latter's conversation· with Herr von Dirksen of May 21. 
I remarked that I had not received any clear impression from this 
despatch regarding the British point of view. ·was it the British 
view that France could without further ado seize the earliest oppor
tunity to make war, no matter what provocation the Czechs had pre
viously given~ Sir Nevile once again denied this. 

To my question as to what the British standpoint really was, he 
answered that his Government were only afraid that a German-Czech 
conflict could perhaps not be localized. If Germany proceeded to 
sudden .action in Czechoslovakia before· all diploil]atic possibilities 
of a peaceful adjustment of the conflict had been exhausted, that 
might lead France to intervene. In that case Britain's position 
would be difficult. It werit without saying that the British Govern
ment would do everything to stay out of a conflict, and France would 
certainly do the same. His sole anxiety lay in the uncertainty as to 
what-might arise from such a conflict and whether, amid the excite
ment engendered, it would be at all possible to localize it. 

During the further course of the brief conversation I made it clear 
to Henderson that Britain must certainly not assume that the possi-

u Not printed. Sir Frederick Leith-Ross was Chief Economic Adviser to the 
British Government. 

a ~ee document No. 252, supra. 
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bility of France taking up such an attitude as Halifax had outlined 
would restrain Germany from returning an answer, corresponding 
to her position as a Great Power, to whatever grievous provocations 
the Czechs might offer. Such a French attitude seemed to me ~ather 
to be .calculated to strengthen the Prague Government in their in
transigent behavior. 

Henderson also said thaf the British Government were doing every
thing to bring the Prague Gove~ment to reason, but in other respects 
the conversation went no furthe:r into details. 

RmBENTROP 

BERLIN, June 11, 1938. 

No. 254 
397/212889-90 

Oopy of E:ttract From a Private Letter From the Counselor of the 
German Embassy in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to an Official 
of the German Foreign Ministry (Schliep)83 

SECRET 
A 865/38 

ExTRACT FRoM A PRIVATE LETTER FRoM CouNSELOR OF EMBASSY voN 
TIPPELSKmcH TO LEGATION CouNSELOR DR. ScHLIEP, DATED JuNE 
13, 1938 

I had a lengthy conversation with the Hungarian Minister here 
on the Czechoslovak question. M. Jungerth-Arn6thy told me that he 
had discussed the matter with the Czechoslovak Minister here and 
also with Litvinov. M. Fierlinger, the Czech Minister, .and Litvinov 
are in continuous touch over all happenings in Czechoslovakia. Lit
vinov keeps himself informed on everything, even the smallest details. 
He has advised the Czechoslovak Minister that the Czechoslovak 
Government should come to terms with the minorities. In particu
lar, the Czechoslovak Government should first negotiate with the 
smaller minorities, and try to agree with them on their demands. 
The Czechoslovak Government should negotiate with the Germans 
and the Hungarians last of all. It seems to me that this is rather 
Machiavellian counsel, designed to put the Sudeten Germans in the 
wrong and place upon them the responsibility for all further hap
penings. Litvinov told the Hungarian Minister-and indeed some
what categorically, as if he could give orders to Czechoslovakia
"the minorities will all receive the same treatment." This seems to 

• The copy printed Is from the files of the Moscow Embassy and bears the 
Initials of Tippelsklrch and other Embassy officials to whom it was circulated. 
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me to indicate that Litvinov sets no store on warlike developments, 
but wants to do everything possible to injure German prestige and 
put the Sudeten Germans, and Germany too, in the wrong. Speaking 
of the mood of the Czechoslovak Minister, M. Jungerth-Arn6thy 
further told me that after the French Government's statement that 
France would fulfill her Treaty of .A.lliance with Czechoslovakia, he 
appeared calm. The reason for this is probably that Litvinov also 
told the Czechoslovak Minister that there could be no doubt as to 

. the loyal adherence of the Soviet Government to the obligations 
undertaken by them. In any case, not even :M. Jungerth-Arn6thy 
could say how the Soviet Government propose to fulfill their obliga
tions in detail. I ask you to consult again the reports of the Embassy 
of :May 23 and 30---No. A/773, No. A/780, and No. A/796-34 in con
nection with the foregoing. 

No. 255 
120/68404 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (W eizsiicker) for the 
Foreign Minister -

SECRET BERLIN, June 13, 1938. 
The Polish Ambassador85 told me today that a conversation was 

still pending between him and :Field :Marshal Goring, for which he 
had applied.· In the course of further conversation the Ambassador 
mentioned that he would at the same time by direction of flis'Min
ister, inform the Field Marshal, in reply to an earlier inquiry by 
Goring, that combined Polish and German economic pressure on 
Czechoslovakia might well have international economic and political 
consequences which had better not be incurred. 1\I. Beck was grateful 
that .we were keeping in touch with Poland as regards our Czech 
policy. :Measures like those suggested should not, however, be frame<l 
in such a way as to produce repercussions on ourselves. A policy of 
economic pressure slowly brought to bear on Czechoslovakia might 
in any case be considered. 

11 Report A/796 Is printed as document No. 222, p. 8fi3; repor·t11 A/773 and 
A/780 are not printed. . 

• Jozef Lipski. 
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No. 256 
8211/215158t-88 

M enwrandum by the German .A'mlJassador in France (W e?czeck) 
for the Foreign Ministry · ~ 

~!JmORANDUM 

PARIS, June 17, 1938. 
(Pol. II 1957). 

.Bonnet, 1.1'rench Foreign Minister, invited me to visit him yester
day in order to undettake, in his phrase, a tour d'horizon and to put 
me' in the picture as to recent measures of the }'rench Government. 
I told him that I also had desired to visit him to express our wishes, 
given many times before tO his predecessors, concerning a simul
taneous call by several German ships at Tangier Harbor. I then did 
this also as clearly and as emphatically as possible and described the 
previous attitude of the officials responsible as pure chicanexj, which 
we were no longer willing to endure. Bonnet promised to go into 
the matter and to do his very best to satisfy our wishes. Having 
regard to his conciliatory attitude, which he has also shown us on 
other occasions, one might assume that we would now make progress, 
in spite of the opposition which he is likely to encounter in this 
question, not only from the naval authorities but also in his own 
Ministry. 

The Foreign Minister prebced his remarks on the political situa
tion by saying that he was striving for as close a contact with us as 
possible and that, therefore, he considered it of prime importance to 
keep me acquainted with his point of view regarding current political 
questions and with the measures taken in each case by the French 
Government. I knew ever since we had got to know each other how 
he viewed a Franco-German understanding. Quite recently he had 
taken the opportunity of encouraging those of his fellow country
men, who had been invited to the meeting of the Franco-German 
Society, in their intention .of undertaking the journey to Baden
Baden. In contrast to many others, who described such organizations 
as pointless and held a war to be inevitable, he considered it his 
principal task to assist in every way any efforts which aimed at a 
better understanding between Germans and Frenchmen. For only 
on the basis of a better comprehension of the interests of both sides 
and, as a result of this, of a mutual forbearance, was an understand· 
ing between the two nations possible-that understanding which was 
the ideal not only of all Frenchmen in responsible positions but also 
of nearly all statesmen in the whole world, as providing the best 
guarantee that peace would long be preserve~. 
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As to the imputations made against him by the French press re
garding the ten divisions concentrated by us near Dresden and other 
false reports, he had taken the opportunity once again of emphati
cally denying these rumors in the Senate and of adding that the 
French lfilitary Attache in Berlin had driven up and down the 
frontier zone in his car during the days of crisis and had forwarded 
a report that on the German side not a single man had been mobilized. 
He had also used this report, not only to exercise a calming influence 
in Prague, but also to express himself there in clear and vigorous 
terms which apparently had not failed in their effect. He would, if 
necessary, adopt an even sharper tone should the Czechs remain 
stubborn about settling the Sudeten German question; his only regret 
was that we were not prepared to sit down at a conference table with 
the French and the British and find a solution to the problem on a 
three-Power basis. I declined this with the well-known counter
arguments and added that we really could not possibly give our 
assent· to a settlement, the working-out of which in practice no one 
could foresee. Bonnet mentioned also the attitude of the German 
press which, according to his information, magnified unduly many 
incidents in the Sudeten German zone and had thus excited feelings 
to a degree unfavorable for an attempt at an understanding. To 
this I answered decisively that we were of the contrary opinion, and 
that our love of peace was not great enough for us to endure without 
protest the wrongs inflicted almost daily on our fellow countrymen 
in Czechoslovakia. The German press printed only a fraction of 
these scandalous incidents and would continue to expose and pillory 
them a.S long as the Czechs permitted the Sudeten Germans to be 
treated in this inhuman way. 

Turning then to events in Spain, the Foreign Minister remarked 
that all the reports in the Opposition press concerning deliveries of 
arms and ammunition, which had been transported allegedly even 
during the last few weeks through France to Red Spain, were untrue. 
Moreover, jtlst recently a consignment of weapons of Italian origin 
had been intercepted on its way to Cerbere and sent back. One had 
the impression that the Spaillsh Civil War might end this year, per
haps even by agreement between the opposing parties, which would 
facilitate a reconciliation. I told Bonnet that, as far as I knew, 
Franco-was demanding unconditional surrender from the Reds, for 
which they at th~ moment were probably not prepared. Franco 
would no doubt win the war quite quickly, if only all foreign volun
teers on both sides were withdrawn. Bonnet mentioned, with refer-

--ence to this, that the Communists living in the so-called Red Zone 
around Paris, of whom the great majority were foreigners, had pro-
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vided a large contingent of volunteers for the Spanish Civil War. 
According to reports he had received, almost 80 percent of these 
volunteers had been killed or had died, so that this zone had luckily 
become much more thinly populated. I 

From the conversation with Bonnet, which di$1 not bring forth 
anything very new, I gained the impression that the Foreign Minister 
attaches importance to allowing his dealings with us to appear in as 
favorable a light as possible. 

H. WELCZECX 

No. 257 
120/68411-13 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizaiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, June 18, 1938. 
The Czech Minister visited me today after a week's absence in his 

own country. 
M. Mastny stated that the Hodza-Henlein negotiations were now· 

in full swing. Henlein's memorandum was now being examined by 
a committee of jurists. There is no question of procrastination. It 
is intended to lay before Parliament with the shortest possible delay, 
that is about the middle of July, the results of the discussions. A 
number of laws would be involved. A complete and not a patchwork 
settlement is the aim. The question is now no longer of a National 
State but only of a Nationalities State. The procedure is as follows: 
first of all, agreement with the Sudeten Germans, then preliminary 
arrangements with the political parties, and, lastly, Parliamentary 
sanction. 

For this plan to be successfully pursued, it is of course essential 
that the atmosphere be right. Our press, however, is always exag
gerating. He, Mastny, traveling by car from the German frontier 
to Prague, had met in all seven Czech soldiers, without counting 
those in a garrison town. There was absolutely no suggestion of his 
country's being one of barricades. In Prague now, where he had 
spoken with all the leading figures, amazement was general at our 
inadequate support of the present Czech intentions. More than any
thing, the speech of the FUhrer's deputy last Sunday37 had caused 
surprise. It made it harder for the Prime Minister to carry out his 
good intentions and rendered his position vis-a-vis the parties more 

" Hess spoke at a mass meeting at Stettin on Sunday, June 12. He alleged that 
the Czechoslovak Government was not in a position to protect its citizens and that, 
by Its mobilization measures and troop movements, it constituted a threat to the 
peace of Europe. 
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difficult. The question arises, do we really wish for an understanding! 
The German press by its bluster by no means promotes a peaceful 
solution. Nevertheless, he, Mastny, was more optimistic today than 
a week ago. 

First of all, I broached the subject of the extraordinary military 
measures in Czechoslovakia. :M. Mastny maintained, with regard to 
these, that 10 days ago 49,000 men had been demobilized. Since then, 
the process had gone still further. The internal situation, however, 
had precluded an immediate annulment of all military measures 
directly the elections had been completed. The introduction of the 
3-year term of military service, to which I drew attention, was still 
an open question. When the frontier fortifications were manned, due 
consideration would be paid to the Sudeten Germans. They would 
be little affected thereby. 

I then pointed out to M. Mastny that, according to Czech state
ments, the military measures and the agreement with Henlein are to 
be treated very much as "robbing Peter to pay Paul" [ala Zug-wn-

. Zug-Guchiift]. Thus, the Sudeten Germans are apparently to pur
chase the withdrawal of the military by political concessions. Ac
cording to some reports, moreover, the assertion that men have been 
demobilized is to be interpreted that, while admittedly releases have 
taken place, others liable to military service have been recruited. An 
hour after M. Mastny had left me, he informed me by telephone that, 
according to his most recent press messages from Prague, the entire 
military age group, which had been called to the colors, had now 
again been released.88 The method of establishing order in the coun
try by military force seemed to me the most unsuitable. · On top of 
this, comes the arming of the Communists. The agitation in the 
Sudeten aretts can really only be allayed by an internal reconciliation 
and by granting to Henlein the long overdue concessions. 

M. Mastny then attempted to make out in great detail that the 
agitation in the Sudeten German area was artificial and to minimize 
it, while on the other hand placing the blame essentially on our press 
and on statements such as that of Reich Minister Rudolf Hess. 

I replied to M. Mastny 'that such prevarications and attempts to 
minimize the situatio~ were quite irrelevant to the generally accepted 
fact, which even he had not previously contested, that it was high 
time -justice were done to the Sudeten Germans. If they paid no 
heed to this opinion and refused to tackle the problem with the requi
site seriousness, then later on they would have to pay even more 
heavily for it. As for the speech of Rudolf Hess--:M:astny had cited 

• This sentence Is added at the bottom with an Indication that It 111 to he lnl'l4'rtPd 
ht>re. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 419 

particularly the part about the inability of Czechoslovakia to keep 
order in the country and the reproach that the Germans were ill· 
treated purely because of their nationality-! would have expressed 
myself in exactly the same terms, if I had had to speak.: Nothing 
was more hazardous than to lend a helping hand to the Czech poli· 
ticians who were riding for a fall-and this, too, 1\Iastny did not 
dispute; Czechoslovakia must act thoroughly and must act quickly. 

During the whole conversation, which touched finally on various 
special questions and lasted more than an hour, I maintained a per· · 
fectly dry and humorless tone. · 

WEIZSAC;KER 

No. 258 
1650/392040 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign Ministry . 

A/843 Moscow, June 1.8, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4236) 

Reference to instructions of the 8th instant.89 

Subject: Passage of Soviet. aircraft over Rumanian territory; 
I have confinned that the Rumanian Charge d'Affaires 40 here has 

categorically denied to another diplomat here that Rumania has 
granted a general right of transit by air to the Soviet Union. AU 
that existed was the well-known civil air traffic agreement which con· 
trois the traffic on the 1\Ioscow-Kiev-Prague route. The renewal of 
this agreement was to be negotiated in the near future. 

The Polish Embassy here knew nothing at all about the matter. 
The Italian Embassy here knew only that Rumania had refused to 
grant right of transit to Soviet Russian troops. 

SCHUJ..ENBURG 

[Note at bottom:] Dg. Pol. Before using this report await informa
tion requested front 'Varsaw and Prague, also answer from Wehr· 
rnacht Supreme Headquarters. · • 

• Not printed. 
• I. Popesco-Pascanl. 
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No. 259 
Fl2/299--297 

M e11UJrandum 41 

[JUNE 20, 1938.] 

I. 
1) In the path of further expansion and consolidation of the Third 

Reich, stand France, our most certain opponent, and Britain, our 
most dangerous enemy. Neither France nor England will cross 
swords with us without the other. If war comes, we shall either have 
to deal with both or with neither of them. 

In case of war, we have to reckon as a matter of course that the 
United States of ,America and Soviet Russia will associate them· 
selves with the. de facto alliance against us of these two Powers, 
France and Britain. 

Germany must brush the opposition of this Entente from her future 
path either by diplomacy or'by war. 

2) Only if the Entente attacks us, will the Third Reich consider 
staking its existence on a war. Our essential war aims do not lie on 
their territory. 

But there is also a German aim in the East, which is only attain· 
able politically if the Entente tolerates our course of action. If it 
interferes, then our policy fails. ·Our defensive sealing-off process 
[A.briegelung] in the West would have failed in its political preven· 
tive aim, and perhaps also partly in its military sense. Neither the 
sealing-off of the West nor the occupation of land in the East would 
decide the issue of this great war. The decision about our aims in 
the East would once again have to be fought for in the West and be 
confirmed by a dictated peace in Paris and London. 

But we have no military recipe for defeating France and Britain. 
Even taking into account Italian and Japanese help, we would only 
h0 able to inflict injuries upon the limbs of our most dangerous foe, 
England, not strike her in the heart. The war would therefore end 
with our exhaustion and defeat. The common loser with us would 
be the whole of Europe, the victors chiefly the non·European conti
nents and the antisocial powers. 

• The document bears a penciled note, "submitted by State Secretary to Reich 
Minister beginning of J"une" at the top, and is initialed in the margin by Erich 
Kordt (of the Reich Minister's Secretariat), with a directon to file, and the date, 
lune 20. The document formed Exhibit GB.31 at the Nuremberg trials (Tc-76). 
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3) The first care, therefore, of German policy must be to ensure 
that the Third Reich is not attacked by the Entente. This is a 
preventive task and one of defense only as regards the Entente. It 
has a military, industrial, financial, social, and diplomatic: aspect. 
To diplomacy belongs the building-up of a counter-Entente. Ger
man-Italian-Japanese friendship assists this preventive aim without, 
however, being able to achieve it with certainty. The physical 
strength of the anti-Comintern group is too weak to intimidate the 
Entente completely. 

Therefore the ta~k of German diplomacy is to recognize clearly the 
limits to which German policy can be pushed for the time being 
w:ithout causing the Entente to interfere. 

II. 

4) The most immediate problem in German policy, that of Czecho
slovakia, can easily lead to a conflict wJth the Entente, but must not 
be allowed to do so. Neither France nor Britain wish to pick a 
quarrel over Czechoslovakia. They would both perhaps even leave 
Czechoslovakia to herself, if, without direct attacks from abroad and 
owing to internal disruptive tendencies brought about by her own 
fault, she were to suffer the fate she deserves. This process must, 
however, be a gradual one and must aim, by plebiscites and ampu~a
tion of districts, at a collapse of the remaining area. 

The Czech problem, on the other hand, is not yet ripe enough 
politically for an immediate attack, which the Entente would watch 
passively, even if such an attack were executed swiftly and as a sur
prise. Germany is not free to choose the moment when this fruit 
may be plucked without too great a risk. She is only in a position· 
to organize the desired development. 

For this purpose we should slowly adopt the slogan, emanating at 
the moment from Britain, "Self-determination for the Sujleten Ger
mans," which we have hitherto intentionally not appropriated. rhe 
conviction prevailing internationally that these Germans have been 
denied the right of choosing to which country they wish to belong 
advantageously prepares the ground, irrespective of whether or .Jl.Ot 
the chemical process of disruption of the Czechoslovak political struc
tur~ can in the long run be furthered by mechanical aid or not. The 
ultimate fate of the rump of Czechoslovakia, however, could not yet 
thereby be clearly outlined, yet it would be already sealed. 

5) This course of action as regards Czechoslovakia is also to be 
recommended because of our relations with Poland. It is inevitable 
that, when Germany, having dealt with the problem of the southeast 
frontier, proceeds to that of the frontiers on the east and northeast, 



422. DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

the Poles will prick up their ears. For, once the Czech question has 
. been settled, it is genera.lly taken for granted that Poland is next on 
the list. However, the later this conjecture establishes itself as an 
integral element in international politics the better. From this point 
of view, therefore, it is important to conduct German policy until 
further notice by means of such hackneyed and well~tried maxims as 
"right of self ~determination" and "national solidarity" [ vollci8ch~ 
Gemeinachaft]. Anything else could be imputed to us as pure im~ 
perialism and would bring the opposition of the Entente into play 
sooner and more energetically than our strength will bear. 

No. 260 
J!'ll/0258-0257 

Memorandum by the Foreign Miniateru 

Rli 238 
Ambassador Attolico called on me today at 11:30 a.m. to make 

the following communication: 

Count Ciano attached importance to informing us of the gist of 
his conversations at Venice with Premier Stoyadinovich. 

1) Count Ciano believes that he has ascertamed that there is now 
a certain diminution of cordiality in the relations between London 
and Belgrade. Stoyadinovich aJld Ciano have agreed to keep joint 
observation upon British policy in the Mediterranean. 

2) The British Government, as Stoyadinovich has confirmed, do 
not view any too sympathetically the far~reaching rapprochement 
between Athens and Ankara. 

3) The relations between Belgrade and Paris have grown still 
cooler. 

4) Stoyadinovich has repeatedly emphasized that he views the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as an actuality, and is striving to achieve coopera
tion with the two Axis Powers. 

5) Ciano and Stoyadinovich have jointly declared their disinter
~tedness in the German-Czech problems. Only in the event of a 
direct attack by Hungary upon Czechoslovakia will the occasion arise 
for Yugoslavia to intervene in accordance with the Little Entente 
agreements. Ciano has assured Stoyadinovich that he did not believe 
in such a Hungarian attack. 

I took note of the Italian Ambassador's communications and ex
pressed my thanks. In conclusion, I agreed with him to publish on 
Friday the German-Swiss and the Italian-Swiss exchanges of notes. 

The Italian Ambassador then touched briefly on the question of the 

• The date of the original is obliterated, but since the German-and Italian notes 
reoogntzlng Swiss neutrality referred to In the text were dated June 21 and 
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so-called Southern Railway43 and asked for the name of the com
petent expert with whom he might be able at some time to discuss 
the matter in greater detail. . 

Finally, Ambassador Attolico again referred to the treatment of 
the property of foreign Jews. I told hini. that, as far as I knew, the 
foreign Jews living abroad would be exempted from the property 
declaration. The foreign Jews living in Germany must, however, 
declare their property. I could not yet at the moment say to what 
extent this property would be subjected to any further measures. It 
was possible that up to a certain point an indi:vidual might •.• 
[text obliterated]. No promise could be made •.• [text, signature, 
and part of date obliterated]. · 

JUNE 1938. 

No. 261 
3971212883-88 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
Ge.rman Foreign Ministry43a 

A/907 Moscow, June 22, 1938. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

With reference to reports Nos. A 773, 780, 796 of May 23 and 30, 
1938.44 

Subject: Attitude of the Soviet Government during the Czechoslovak 
crisis. -

The Soviet press in Moscow took up the following attitude during 
the Czechoslovak crisis. 

Izvestia on May 23 quoted a Havas message from Paris of :May 22 
that Bonnet had spoken with Osusky, "Bonnet reaffirmed emphati
cally France's previous attitude with regard to Czechoslovakia." 

Between May 23 and 25, two articles on Czechoslovakia were 
printed in Moscow newspapers in which no mention whatever was 
made of Soviet treaty obligations. 

Izvestia of May 26 contained an article by its diplomatic C'orr~
pondent, Alexandrov: In this were mentioned as the factors which 
had induced Hitler and his advisers at least to postpone their risky 
plan: (1) the timely defense measures taken by Czechoslovakia; (2) 
the publication of the fact that France had again clearly announced 

01 Ct. document No. 193, p. 825, and footnote 58 thereto • 
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her determination to fulfill the obligations of the Franco-Czech 
Treaty, according to which it had appeared from the French declara
tions that, in case of need, she would not shrink from mobilization; 
(3) Quote :45 "The fact that nobody doubted the loyalty of the Soviet 
Union to the obligations undertaken by it naturally played a con
siderable role"; ( 4) the British Government's warnings in Berlin. 

In an article of May 30 in K ra8naya Zvezda, the organ of the Red 
Army, it was maintained that the existence of the Czechoslovak 
Treaty with France and of the Pact of Mutual Assistance with the 
Soviet Union provided a serious check on German Fascism. In this 
connection, the newspaper quoted from the Signature Protocol of 'the 
Mutual Assistance· Pact the sentence: "Both Governments recognize 
simultaneously that the joint obligation of mutual assistance will 
only be effective insofar as France gives help to one side-that which 
is the victim of aggression." It goes on to say that there is no doubt 
that the existence of a Mutual Assistance Pact between the Soviet 
Union and Czechoslovakia has had a steadying influence on the Ger· 
man leaders. · 

On June 3 Pravda wrote: "The attitude of the Soviet Union, which 
is faithful to its obligations, has never raised a doubt among the 
Czech people." 

One cari gather from these announcements, all based on official 
sources, that, during the first days ·of the crisis of May 20 to 25, the 
Soviet press contained no reference to the standpoint of the Soviet 
Government itself in the problem of Czechoslovakia. It was only 
after a Havas telegram of May· 22 from Paris, concerning the con· 
versatioll between the French Foreign. Minister, Bonnet, and the 
Czechoslovak Minister in Paris, had been published on May 23 and 
a further 3 days had elapsed, that the Soviet Government decided 
to amiounce. in the Izvestia of May 26 its own policy in the event 
of a conflict. In so doing, it adopted the somewhat peculiar formula 
that nobody doubted the loyalty of the Soviet Union in carrying out , 
engagements which it had undertaken. That this phraseology was 
not accidental is seen from tlw fact that Pravda of June 3 also uses 
the same formula. 

The surprising restraint of the Soviet press should not, however, 
lead to the conclusion that the Soviet Government remained inactive 
during the days of the May crisis. There can be no doubt that 
Soviet diplomacy made every effort in Paris, London, and Prague 
to influence the respective Governments and is likely, in accordance 
with its well-known policy, to have recommended an energetic course 
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of action and a firm attitude toward Germany. With all this, how
ever, she made her own attitude dependent on the actions of the 
French and British Governments. And so she only proclaimed her 
own policy when French intentions had become known through the 
Bonnet-Osusky conversation, or if one prefers it, when the threaten
ing war clouds seemed to have rolled away.46 

This deduction is entirely borne out by the fact that the Czecho
slovak Minister here, Fierlinger, was noticed to ·be depressed and 
perturbed during the first days of the crisis. Then, however, after 
a few days, i.e., when in the meanwhile the attitude of the French 
Government had become known and the policy of the Soviet Govern
ment, as described above, had been declare~ he showed to the world 
an optimistic and cheerful countenance. The Czechoslovak Minister 
kept in constant touch with Litvinov, who followed attentively every 
detail of the events in Czechoslovakia. It looks as if Litvinov ad
vised the Czechoslovak Government in these conversations as well as 
through the Soviet Minister in Prague that, while adopting a firm 
and resolute bearing, they should also aim at achieving an agreement 
with the minorities. Litvinov's advice was designed not so much to 
satisfy the just demands of the minorities as rather to create a situa
tion in which the Sudeten Germans would be isolated and put in the 
wrong. Apparently 47 he advised Prague to grant the same conces
sions to all minorities and to negotiate with the Sudeten Germans last 
of all. The British and French demarches were exactly such as Lit
vinov desired. But apparently this did not go far enough for the 
Soviet Government and, because of the pressure on Prague, was not 
sufficiently conclusive, for the Soviet press continued. to attack Eng~ 
land and France and even Czechoslovakia, ostensibly for recognizing 
Franco, but in reality because Prague did not show itself sufficiently 
subservient to the advice proffered by Moscow. 

In the course of the crisis rumors alleging military preparations 
on the western frontier of the Soviet Union were rife. These rumors 
concerned the preparation for action of aircraft formations in the 
Leningrad area and in White Russia and displacements of troops on 
the Polish and Rumanian frontiers. No confirmation has beeJJ. re
ceived as yet to support these rumors. One of the Military Attaches 
here stated recently that no troop concentrations had taken place on 
the Polish or Rumanian frontier.48 

The attitude of the Soviet Government during the May crisis thus 
showed that, in the event of a war between Germany and Czechoslo-
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vakia, it would at the start be unwilling to commit itself or to show 
its hand. Nevertheless, there remains the well-known Treaty of 
Mutual Assistance between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet Government, however, has painstakingly and systemati
cally avoided hitherto any precise announcement on the fulfillment 
of its treaty obligations. On top of this come the difficulties aris
ing from the geographical situation of Czechoslovakia. Litvinov 
has always maintained that the powers interested in the treaty obliga
tions of the Soviet Union must themselves create the necessary con
ditions for these obligations to be fulfilled. Lastly, but not of least 
importance, Litvinov, touching on the Polish-Lithuanian dispute, 
replied evasively to a press representative, who had asked him how 
·the Soviet Union could come to the assistance of Czechoslovakia, by 
saying "Well, some way or other will be found." 

The Soviet Government, with an eye on the internal situation in 
Russia and fearing a war on two fronts, must hold aloof from mili
tary enterprises for the time being and is hardly likely to allow the 
Red Army, created for its own protection and to further world revo
lution, to march in defense of a bourgeois state. It follows, therefore, 
the proved tactics of mobilizing other powers, particularly France, 
against its foes, of fomenting those conflicts which do break_ out
as for example in Spain and China-by deliveries of war material, 
and of extending them as much as possible by political agitation and 
intrigues of all kinds. 

CouNT voN DER ScHULENBURG 

1650/392041 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A/902 
Moscow, June 22, 1938. 

(Pol. IV 4420) 
In continuation of report of June 18-No. A/843 49-also with refer-

- ence to instruction of June 8.50 · 

Subject: Flight of Soviet aircraft over Rumanian territory. 
The Polish Charge d'Affaires here,51 with whom I had discussed 

the aiieged general Rumanian agreement to flight of Soviet aircraft 
over Rumanian territory, referred again to the matter today and fu
fo.rmed me that, according to his information, such an agreement be-

• Document No. 258, p. 419. 
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tween Rumania and the Soviet Union had not yet been effected. On 
the other hand, an arrangement had been made some time ago between 
Rumania and the Soviet Unidn, according to which thirty-six: of the 
Soviet aircraft purchased by Czechoslovakia were allowed to, fly over 
Rumanian territory so long as they were flown by Czechoslovak pilots 
and did not land in Rumania. 

As regards the report of a concentration of Soviet railway con· 
struction regiments in the neighborhood of Zmerinka and Slobodka,52 

the Polish Charge d'Affaires informed me that his efforts to confirm 
this had so far been fruitless. 

ScHULENBURG 

No. 263 
1650/392045-46 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

SECRET 

A. III. 1. b. 26. 
PRAGUE, June 23, 1938. 

(Pol. IV 4453) 
With reference to instruction of June 8 of this year. 53 . . 

The Legation has not been able to obtain confirmation of the report 
that the Rumanian General Staff is said to have given permission, 
under certain conditions, for Russian aircraft to fly over Rumanian 
territory. 

Neither was anything to be discovered here about mobilization of 
Soviet Russian railway construction companies on the Dniester. 

In the meantime I have heard from a usually fairly reliable source 
that the Soviet Government have requested the Rumanian Govern
ment to agree to an increased exchange of rolling stock in the imme
diate future, without a closer specification of the type of wagons 
having to be made. Nothing is known as yet about a reply from the 
Rumanian Government. According to the same source Bucharest 
has decided, especially since the visit of the Chief of the Rumanian 
General Staff 54 to Warsaw, to adhere to its basic principle that transit 
of Soviet troops by land or air will not be permitted. The Rum.anian 
Government are said to have merely declared their willingness to.per· 
mit the transit of war materials in the usual peacetime quantities. 

In this connection the fact is probably of interest that my in
formant says he has news to the effect that the Soviet Legation in 
Bucharest has officially stated to the Rumanian Government that the 
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military maneuvers now taking place on the RumanitJ,n frontier have 
no connection with the situation which has arisen out of the German
Czechoslovak tension, but on the contrary are in accordance with the 
normal training program of the Red Army. The Soviet Legation 
in Bucharest, to be sure, expressed the wish in a note of May 23, in 
vie~ of the possible developments of the German-Czechoslovak con
flict, to negotiate with the Rumanian Government about those meas· 
ures which must be taken by the Soviet Union to fulfill its treaty with 
Czechoslovakia. 

But, apart from the increase in exchange of rolling stock men· 
tioned ·above, they have made no concrete proposals. · 

The Soviet Government stated in a further note that they did not 
intend to take. military measures to implement the treaty with Czecho· 
slovakia without previously coming to an agreement with Rumania. 

Apparently the Rumanian General Staff is inclined to believe that 
this statement was made in good faith. 

EISENLOHH 

[Marginal note:] Bring forward after one week {remarks of War
saw and of Supreme Headquarters, the Wehrmacht. June 27.) 
B[ussE] 

No. 264 
F6/0263-o259 

.Memorandum by the Foreign Minister for the Fuhrer 

RM239 
I had a lengthy conversa~ion at noon today with the French Am· 

bassador, who had .asked for an interview. 
Fran~ois-Poncet declared at the outset of our talk that the prob· 

lem of what was to happen in the event of a breakdown in the nego
tiations between Prague and Henlein continued to disturb him. His 
personal view was that if it came to such a deadlock the Great 
Powers should express their views in principle regarding the prob
lem. It was indispensable to Europe that a solution be found. He 
could envisage that one day perhaps, in spite of present tension, there 
might emerge from Czechoslovakia. a. structure similar to Switzer
land, so that there would be, as it were, two great poles of neutrality 
in Ey_rope. 

I replied to the French Ambassador by saying that I was skeptical 
regarding the negotiations between Henlein and Prague so long as 
normal conditions had not been reestablished. Meanwhile, Prague 
was treating the Sudeten German area as a war zone. The unrealistic 
fantasies of Prague were making pacification impossible. Henlein 
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could not negotiate so long as he was held at pistol point. A dis
cussion on Czechoslovakia between the Great Powers seemed to me 
the wrong course. I did not believe in the possibility of genuine 
pacification being effected from without through joint consultation 
between the Great Powers. Czechoslovakia herself was a product of 
such consultation between the Great Powers during the Peace Con
ference. Present conditions were the result. This experience should 
not be. forgotten. 

Fran<;ois-Poncet did not insist further on the idea of a conference 
of the Great Powers. He emphasized, however, that France was 
doing all she could to induce the Czech Government to find a solution 
of the Sudeten German problem. The Prague Government were at 
present also reducing their military measures considerably. 

I replied to the French Ambassador that for all that, according 
to my information, resentment was deep-seated in the Sudeten Ger
man population, and that it would certainly be a considerable time 
before a calmer atmosphere could be restored. I, too, believed in the 
possibility of an evolutionary solution of the Czechoslovak question. 
A prerequisite was, however, that the Prague Government should go 
a long way toward meeting Henlein. 

Passing on to German-French relations in general, I told Fran<;ois
Poncet that the crux of German-French difficulties lay in the fact 
that France could not give up the habit of establishing herself in 
positions where she herself was not vitally or directly concerned. 
This seemed to me to be a relic from a state of mind formerly preva
lent in France, when certain circles there aimed ~t setting up a 
hegemony in Europe. What an uproar there would be in Paris if 
Germany, for instance, were to interfere in the French sphere of in
terest in Africa, and what nervousness had been caused by the pres
ence of a few foreign volunteers on Spanish soil. Not only did 
France interfere in the German sphere of interest in the East, but 
she even concluded military alliances with the countrieS adjoining 
ours. France possessed the friendship of Great Britain; we had no 
objection to that, but this friendship gave France an unparalleled 
guarantee and a great sense of security. To go still further and to 
enter into military alliances with the East seemed to me unreasonable. 
It was a very thankless task to oppose normal evolutionary processes, 
and dangerous to interfere in others' vital spheres of interest by un
reasonable demands and exaggerated claims for power. Herein, to 
my mind, lay the whole difficulty. If, as the FUhrer had consistently 
aimed at in his policy, the Great Powers would broadly agree about 
their mutual spheres of interest and would respect these areas, then 
it seemed to me an easy matter to secure an understanding. 
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Franc;;ois-Poncet rejoined that the French alliances had been taken 
over by the France of today as part of a historical evolution. These 
alliances actually existed but, as was shown by the example of 
Franco-Soviet relations, such alliances were also subject to evolution
ary changes. 

I replied to. Franc;;ois-Poncet that this statement gave me hope that 
in regard to the other alliances evolution was possible, too. This 
applied first and foremost to those instances where Germany's vital 
interests were at stake. It must be clearly understood, as I had once 
explained to him already, that Germany would not look on inactive 
at ostentatious Czech acts of provocation. If, ·in such a case, France 
really intended to take action, she would be proceeding to a war of 
aggression which, firstly, lacked any legal basis, and secondly, was 
devoid of all moral justification because French democracy, in nega
tion of its sacred principles, would be siding with an armed Czech 
minority against an unarmeu majority, and finally, such a war was 
also an act contrary to reason, for France would be drawing the 
sword on behalf of a problem which had no military importance. 
But there was no doubt that Germany, in such a case, would not recoil 
before anything. In spite of all our love of peace, I could tell him 
that we were prepared for any war, if need be therefore even for a 
German-French war. 

Franc;;ois-Poncet answered that he noted my remarks. They con
tained something like a threat.. He could of course adopt the same 
tone, too. 

I replied that my remarks did not imply any threat; on the con
trary, it seemed to me both useful and conducive to peace that the 
French Government should clearly understand the FUhrer's funda
mental attitude. The .foreign press had recently spoken of Franco
British intervention by which war had been averted. I knew nothing 
of such intervention, and I should certainly have rejected it in the 
most decisive manner if it had taken place. I could only continue 
to point out that a settlement of the Sudeten German problem de
pended solely on Prague. 

Franc;;ois-Poncet stated at the close of our conversation that he 
would ask us not to take things alway!! so seriously and tragically. 
He was disquieted by the many instances of tension in Europe. If 
such tension should at some time recur he asked that the questions 
might. be discussed with him, for, after all, that was what he was 
there for. He was convinced that many points of difference could 
be disposed of by discussion. France was prepared to make great 
sacrifices for peace. But that was contingent on France's dignity 
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not being hurt. She had at heart a solution of the Czech problem, 
but she must not be called upon to lose face before the world. 

RmBENTROP 

BERLIN, June 23, 1938. 

No. 265 
1650/392042-43 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fab'l'iciuB) to the German 
Foreign: Ministry 

SECRET 
2183/38 
I A 13 

Subject: Military-political. 

BUCHAREST, June 23, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4441) 

The German Consulate at Czernowitz reports the following on the 
22d instant! · 

From a reliable source I hear as follows: 
1) About 10 days ago two Russian aircraft landed in the Bukovina, 

one at Kimpolung, the other at _Storozhinetz. These was no question 
of an emergency landing, as both aircraft took off again immediately 
people approached the scene. Military circles suspect that both these 
aircraft have landed spies; up to the present, however, it has not 

been possible to find them. 
2) Considerable elements of the Rumanian General Staff have been 

in Czernowitz for about a week; these gentlemen are under close 
observation. They make frequent visits to the frontier arid the 
neighboring country. Nothing definite could be discovered about 
the object of their visit. It is presumed, however, that the presence 
of these gentlemen is connected with Russian troop concentrations 
on Rumania's northern frontier. · 

Reports that considerable Rumanian units are concentrated on the 
Czech frontier are not authentic; however, it is certain that numerous 
call-ups have taken place in the Bukovina and leave has been sus
pended for reserve officers. Military maneuvers, some on a consider
able scale, are taking place daily in the neighborhood of Czernowitz. 

FABRICIUS 
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No. 266 
120/684113-58 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 301 of June 23 LoNDON, June 23, 1938. 
Received June 24, 1938-9:30 a.m. 

. Yesterday afternoon I had the conversation as arranged with the 
Prime Minister, Chamberlain, and thus continued a talk which he 
had begun on June 15th after a lunch given by Lord Halifax. 

1) Both in the first and in the second conversation Chamberlain 
showed special interest in the Czechoslovak question and the possi
bilities of eliminating this source of danger to European peace. This 
gave me the opportunity once more urgently to emphasize our point 
of view, which had already been explained to Lord Halifax the last 
time during my conversation of June 8th (telegram No. 276 of 
June 9).115 In so doing I specifically pointed out that responsibility 
for the crisis rested with Czechoslovakia; that the British and 
French Governments had precipitately held language to us inap· 
propriate to the situation; that the Czechs might easily regard the 
support promised them as carte blanche for all sorts of provocative 
acts, and would still further postpone the grant of a comprehensive 
autonomy to the Sudeten Germans. 

For his part Chamberlain emphasized the earnest will of the 
British Government, by intensified and continued pressure on Prague, 
to bring about a settlement of the Czech crisis, and to secure the 
desired autonomy for the Sudeten Germans. These efforts would be 
energetically pursued by the British. He added that the Czechs had 
been left in no doubt that the prospective help from France must not 
tempt them to provocative action. 

I replied that, despite a certain relaxation in tension as compared 
with the days in May, the situation in Czechoslovakia must perforce 
cause grave concern and must certainly lead to a fresh crisis within 
a measurable period of time, unless the coming weeks and months 
were utilized to satisfy the legitimate desires of the Sudeten Germans. 

The Prime Ministel' said repeatedly that it would be possible 
within a period of 6 to 8 weeks to determine whether a final settle
ment would be reached or would fail. 

2) During the entire course of the conversation Chamberlain em
phasized that he was working for an Anglo-German settlement and 

'"Document No. 245, p. 396. 
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was striving for the clearing up of outstanding questions. The first 
step to be taken in this direction was· the settlement of the Czech 
crisis. His whole attitude indicated that for the moment he does not 
intend to propose any resumption of the conversations hel~ at the 
beginning of March. . 1 

' 

3) Chamberlain spoke with considerable apprehension of the 
situation in Spain. He contested the doubts I expressed as to the · 
prospects of a mediatory effort; the sacrifices were so great and war
weariness so widespread, that perhaps, after all, the moment would 
come some day soon when mediation would be welcomed by botli. sides. 
He added that the role of mediator was particularly suited to the 
British character. From his remarks I gained the impression that 
he had some plan for mediation in mind, but so far had not yet got 
to actual details. He foresaw the continuation of the civil war until 
well into the autumn at least. 

4) Chamberlain then evinced special interest in the situation in 
the Far East and the possibilities of terminating the Sino-Japanese 
War. In his opinion the Japanese Government were now more ready 
for conciliation, even though a settlement of the conflict would in 
any case take a long time. Furthermore, he was interested in the 
problem of population pressure in Japan and its potential effects. 

As regards the Sino-Japanese conflict, I based my remarks on the 
instructions received from you; in discussing population pressure in 
Japan I pointed out that this would be relieved by economic develop
ment of the areas acquired on the mainland, even without settling 
Japanese peasants there; moreover, Japan's need for expansion 
would always be decisively affected by the attitude of the great 
manufacturing countries toward Japan's need to export. 

5) Finally, I drew Mr. Chamberlain's attention to the temper of 
the British public, among whom was a widespread belief that war 
was imminent, so that even orders. to German firms were often being 
discontinued because the customer feared that war might break out 
in the meantime. I added that the spread of such an attitude was 
serious, even if the Government were confident of holding the reins 
firmly in their hands. Chamberlain admitted the existence of such 
an attitude and ascribed it to a general feeling of insecurity, as·well 
as to the Czechoslovak crisis, and to the knowledge that, as a result 
of the development of aerial warfare, Britain was no longer an island. 

I replied that perhaps the propaganda for air-raid precautions 
was partly responsible for the prevailing pessimistic mood; for this 
reason it was to be hoped that the people would be reassured as soon 
as possible and that insecurity and doubt would not penetrate further 
into individual families and schools; I quoted various instances of this. 



434 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

6) I had a lengthy conversation with Chamberlain at our first 
meeting about conditions in the Soviet Union. He agreed in out
spoken terms with my critical exposition of economic conditions in 
Russia and the growing internal tension, which had greatly weakened 
the country. His dislike of the Soviet Union was unmistakable. 

DIRKSEN 

No.267 
1650/392044 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

No. 2193/38 
lA 13 

BucHAREsT, June 24, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4442) 

Subject: Soviet Russian aircraft for Czechoslovakia. 
Urdareanu, the Court Minister, states most definitely that the 

King has violently rejected a recent proposal from Czechoslovakia 
to fly aircraft from Soviet Russia over Rumanian territory. 

He told the General Staff that, in consideration of Rumania's treaty 
obligations to Poland, such aircraft, in no matter what form, even 
when camouflaged as Czech aircraft, were not to be allowed through. 
The most extraordinary requests had been conveyed to Rumania in 
this connection. . 

When I asked what Rumania intended doing if, in spite of this, 
aircraft were to cross Rumanian territory in nonstop flights by night, 
the Court Minister replied: "In that case we will fire on them." 

In reply to my discreet question as to whether Rumania possessed 
sufficient antiaircraft guns on the frontier in order to open fire, he 
smiled and said that unfortunately this was not the case, and he was 
forced to admit that it was not easy for Rumania to shoot down 
foreign aircraft with her own fighters. 

Nevertheless, I had the impression that Poland is exerting great 
pressure on the Rumanians to prevent transit flights if possible. 

FABRICIUS 

[Longhand notes:] 
1) Replies not yet to hand from Warsaw, Prague, and the Wehr

flUJCht. 
2) For attention of Pol. I Mil. (has already been read over the 

telephone to Counselor of Legation von der Heyden-Rynsch). 
3) After I Wet'k. B[ussE,] June 30. 
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No. 268 
2129/464439 

Circular Despatch From the German Foreign Ministry to Certain 
German Missions Abroad56 · -

SECRET BERLIN, June 25, 1938. 
(Pol. I 14!2 g) _ 

I enclose for confidential information a. memorandum on the treat
ment up to the present of the German-Czechoslovak Arbitration 
Treaty of 1925. 

The memorandum shows the reasons for which a. denunciation of 
tha Arbitration Treaty has always so far been avoided. Even now 
such a denunciation is not intended here. I would ask, however, that 
in conversations on the Czechoslovak question, the subject of the 
validity of the Treaty should, if possible, not be discussed. If this 
subject should be broached by the other side, I ask you to say that 
the applicability of the Treaty originating in the Locarno period is 
very doubtful in the present circumstances. This is due to the fact 
that in its original form the Arbitration Treaty was closely linked 
with the League of Nations. Therefore it is impossible to see how 
it could still be operative after the final withdx:awal of Germany 
from the League of Nations. · 

WEIZSACKER 

.. This is the covering note forwarding copies of the document printed as 
document No. 269, infra. This despatch was sent to the German Embassies in 
London, Paris, and Rome (Quirinal), and to the German Legations In Brussels, 
Bern, Budapest, Belgrade, and Bucharest. 



436 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

No. 269 
1613/386814-18 

Memorandum for the State Secretary (W eizsiicker )51 

(Pol. I 1442 g) 
THE HANDLING TO DATE OF THE GERMAN-CZECHOSLOVAK TREATY OF 

ARBITRATION OF 1925 

When, on March 6, 1936, at the time of the reoccupation of the 
Rhineland, we formally renounced the Locarno Rhine Pact, the ques
tion arose as to what effect we wished to attribute to this action on 
the other parts of the Locarno Treaties connected with the Rhine 
Pa.Ct, namely, the Treaties of Arbitration with France, Belgium, 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia. tThese Treaties of Arbitration were not 
mentioned in the official notification to the Locarno Powers on the 
termination of the Rhine Pact. 

At that time the decision was taken by us internally to regard the 
Franco-German and the German-Belgian Treaty of Arbitration as 
terminating simultaneously with the Rhine Pact, because the con
nection between these two Treaties of Arbitration and the Rhine Pact 
was so close that to treat them differently would in itself have been 
contradictory. With regard to the Treaties of Arbitration with 
Poland and Czechoslovakia, which are not so closely connected with 
the Rhine Pact, it was then decided to treat them as being unaffected 
by the Rhineland action, i.e., as continuing to be valid. The decisive 
consideration for this resolution was that it was not expedient to 
widen unnecessarily the range of problems raised by our Rhineland 
action. 

Outwardly, that is vis-a-vis Poland and Czechoslovakia, this Ger
man poin~ of view was not expressed in any special notification, but 
tacitly expressed for the first time by conclusive actioB on the occa
sion of the technical consideration of the two Arbitration Treaties. 
For in April 1936 the 3-yearly mandate of the neutral members of 
the Conciliation Commission established under the German-Czecho
slovak Treaty of Arbitration expired. The Czechoslovak Legation 
had already proposed by Mte verbale on February 18, 1936, to extend 

" This copy of the memorandum has the following longhand marginal note on 
page llnltialed by Weizslicker: 

"NOTE : The FUhrer has been informed. He agrees and Is of the opinion 
that measures such as the Czech partial mobilization constitute a violation 
of the Treaty. The subject of the validity of the Treaty should, moreover, 
be left out of the discussion if possible. 

Herewith to Ministerial Director Gaus. 
Under State Secretary Woermann. 

Information of some Missions might be considered." 
The memorandum is also initialed by Ribbentrop. The last paragraph .is crossed 

· ·out in penciL 
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these mandates for a further 3 years. On March 31, 1936, we replied 
by note verbale that we agreed to the proposed extension of the 
mandates. In the same way, in August 1937 we sent to the Polish 
Government a technical communication on the appointment of a new 
German member of the German-Polish Conciliation Commission, and 
later referred again expressly to the Locarno Arbitration Treaty 
during German-Polish negotiations on Upper Silesian questions. 

On the other hand, when the French EmQassy approached us with 
a note verbale on May 11, 1936, about the renewal of the mandates of 
the members of the Franco-German Conciliation Commission, the 
French Ambassador was informed verbally that in our view the 
Franco-German and also the Belgian-German Treaty of Arbitration 
had been affected by the denunciation of the Rhine Pact "and that 
therefore we could not agree to the proposed renewal of the man
dates for the present." The French Embassy protested in writing 
against this attitude, but we adhered to our view. In relation to 
Belgium the question has not so far been officially raised. 

From a report on general political discussions with Benes and 
Krofta, submitted by Minister Eisenlohr at the end of last year/'8 it 
uppeared that from the Czech side intentional emphasi~ was bemg put 
on the continuing validity of the German-Czechoslovak Treaty of 
Arbitration. This gave rise to deliberations in the Foreign Ministry 
at the beginning of 1938 whether the Treaty of Arbitration could play 
a part in the further development of German-Czechoslovak relations, 
and what this part should be. At that time there was a ~ertain pos
sibility of reopening the question of the continuing ·validity of the 
Treaty. We could have made use of the argillnent that the Treaty 
was linked with the League of Nations in individual, but by no means 
essential provisions, but that by her declaration of December 12 last 
year Germany had finally rejected a return to the League of Nations. 
After the matter had been submitted to the FUhrer, however, it was 
decided not to close the question in this way, because the denunCiation 
of the Treaty would without doubt be regarded· by world opinion as 
a political preparation of active plans against Czechoslovakia, espe
cially as, in our denunciation, we would have had to make known that 
we were not prepared to conclude with Czechoslovakia a new Treaty 
of Arbitration purged of the provisions of the League of Nations. 

Nevertheless, Minister Eisenlohr was instructed at the beginning 
of February 59 to avoid recognizing the continuing validity of· the 
Treaty afresh in further conversations in Prague and making any 

• Cf. document No. 38, p. 79. 
• This instruction is not printed. 
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use of the Treaty as an important factor for Gtlrman-Czechoslovak 
relations. 

A new factor in the treatment of the que..,c::tion arose in connection 
with our a.Ction in Austria. When on March 12 this year Reich 
:Minister von. Neurath made his well-known statement on behalf of 
the Fiihrer to the Czechoslovak :Minister, that the action taking place 
in Austria was in no way directed against Czechoslovakia, M. Mastny 
referred to the FUhrer's earlier offer to conclude long-term nonaggres
sion treaties with Gtlrmany's neighbors. Reich :Minister von N eurath 
answered that, in his opinion, such a nonaggression pact was not nec
essary in the relationship between Germany and Czechoslovakia., as 
the Arbitration Treaty of 1925 guaranteed by France was still in 

. force between us. This statement was announced by Chamberlain 
in the House of Commons on :March 14 this year. 

From the foregoing procedure it is obvious that, should the ques
. tion become acute, Czechoslovakia could substantiate with strong 
arguments our express and repeated recognition of the continuing 
validity of the Treaty of Arbitration. 

The Treaty of Arbitration places both States under the strict obli
gation to submit points of controversy of all kinds either to a court 
of arbitration or to a conciliation commission. The political signifi
cance of this obligation lies above all in the fact that France and 
Czechoslovakia have, in the separate Treaty concluded between them 
at Loca.rno, expressly confirmed a violation of Germany's obligations 

. under the Treaty Of Arbitration as a caaua foederis. It cannot be 
overlooked that the Treaty of Arbitration might have unfavorable 
repercussions in a conflict between Germany and Czechoslovakia, 
especially insofar as Germany's disregard of it would provide a con
venient formal legal basis for French intervention. 

A formal denunciation of the Treaty of Arbitration would be less 
advisable under the present circumstances than at the beginning of 
the ·year. However, it is worth mentioning at a suitable opportunity 
that the applicability of the Treaty of Arbitration originating in the 

· Locarno period is extremely doubtful in the present circumstances. 
This already arises from the fact that the Treaty of Arbitration is 
closely connected in its form with the League of Nations. Therefore 
it cannot be seen how it can still function after Germany's final with
drawal from the League. 

Bm.m, June 13, 1938. 
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No. 270 
FU/307-309 

Confidential Report by Dr. Albrecht Haushofer60 to the 
Foreign Minister 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL· 

For the personal use of the Reich Foreign Minister.61 

BRITAIN, JUNE 1938 

Since Italy's Abyssinian Campaign of 193l)...:.36 caught Britain un
a "·ares, the question of British preparedness for war has increasingly 
overshadowed all other political questions in Britain. Three years 
of armament propaganda in conjunction with events in Spain, China, 
and Central Europe have sufficed to transform a people permeated 
with pacificism into one quite prepared for war. In midsummer 1938 
the danger of war and readiness for war are the dominating motives 
of political life in Britain. . 

In 1936 the three "have nots" were to a certain extent considered 
equally as opponents. In 1938 the Japanese danger is believed to 
be postponed. Japan is thought to be "firmly pinned down in China" 
for years, perhaps for decades. Italy is considered to be in need of 
peace; Mussolini's personal position in internal affairs to be weak
ened (toleration of the Anschluss!). There remains, therefore, only 
the German Reich as a serious opponent, the only one by which 
Britain feels threatened, not so much in her overseas possessions as
through the Luftwaffe-in the mother country itself. 

As Britain only stands to lose and not to gain by a war, a war 
that has to be fought must be felt by people and Government to be 
inevitable. The search for a genuine compromise with Germany 
(somewhat on these lines: German predominance (not conquest!) in 
southeast Europe, frontier revision by plebiscite, West African 
colonies, Four Power Pact, limitation of armaments) lias not yet 
been abandoned. A certain measure of friendly feeling·toward Ger
many has not yet disappeared among the British people; the Cham
berlain-Halifax Government sees its personal future most closely 
bound up with the success of a genuine settlement· with Rom~ and 
Berlin (and with the removal of Soviet influence from Europe; hence 
the otherwise incomprehensible attitude in the Spanish bombard
ment question ; Chamberlain wants Franco to win and that quickly I). 

• Dr. Albrecht Haushofer, son of the well-known geographer, was lecturer at 
the H ochltChule fii.r Politik, Berlin. He had connections with the Dien~tllelle 
Ribbentrop. 

"A note In Ribbentrop's handwriting reads: "Fiihrer." 
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But the belief in the possibility of understanding between Britain 
and Germany is fast disappearing. Behind the national program of 
National Socialism (with which there is a wide measure of recon· 
ciliation) a new imperialism is sensed. 

Here the Czech guestion is assuming the significance of a decWve 
.test case. 

It is quite clear to Government and public opinion in Britain that 
the Czech National State within the present frontiers of Czechoslo
vakia is a thing of the past. Neutralization abroad (renunciation of 
the Soviet Alliance ! ) , solution by autonomy at home is considered 
necessary, and separation of the frontier areas by plebiscite possible, 
if the Czechs offer further obstruction (that they were "taken in" by 
the Czechs in May has since been realized in London). But only on 
this condition, that Germany is willing to consider a. solution by 
degrees in the Czech question, is another world war considered 
avoidable. 

A German attempt to solve the Bohemian-Moravian question by a 
military coup would, in the present circumstances, mean for Britain 
(and in the opinion of Britain, for France, too) immediate war. In 
such a war, the British Government would have the whole British 
people behind it. It would be waged as "a c~ade for the liberation 
of Europe from German militarism." In London there is the con· 
viction that it would be won with American help (the full imple
mentation of which is reckoned With in a matter of days and weeks, 
not mon~hs)-to be sure at the cost of an incalculable spread of 
Bolshevism in the non-Anglo-Saxon world. · 

A. l!AUSHOFER 

JUNE 26, 1938. 
[Marginal note in English in Ribbentrop's handwriting:] "Secret 

Service Propaganda!" 

No. 271 
1339/353309-1~ I 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovalcia, ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

PRAGUE, June 27, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4486) 

Subj~t"; Alleged statements of the Polish Deputy Foreign Minister 
on Poland's attitude to a German-Czechoslovak conflict. 

According to a hitherto ~liable source the Polish Deputy Minister, 
Count Szembek, is said to have recently spoken somewhat in the fol-
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lowing terms to a Ukrainian correspondent on Poland's attitude in 
the event of a German-Czechoslovak conflict. 

"For the present Poland had not yet been able to adopt an attitude 
to the German-Czechoslovak conflict in a form which committed her 
in foreign eyes, because it has not yet been possible to see :Whether, 
and if so to what extent, the other states would take sides with one 
or the other party. Of course, Poland would in no case consent to 
the passage of the Red Army through her territory. Neither pould 
she declare herself the ally of Germany, because she was not certain 
of the full intentions of the Reich regarding those territories in which 
Poland was interested. Only in the event of the spheres of political 
1md economic interest between Poland and Germany in Central 
Europe, and in the East as well, being clearly defined, could Poland 
adopt a definite attitude in this conflict. Poland will not obstruct in 
any way the efforts of the German districts in Czechoslovakia toward 
a rapprochement [Annaherung], or even for complete union, with 
Germany, if the present frontiers between Germany and Poland are 
declared inviolable and if all plans for mutual collaboration and for 
political security are reconciled. The Polish Government has not an
nounced its attitude to the German-Czechoslovak conflict for the 
further reason that public opinion in Poland is Francophile.· Only 
the evident danger from Russia warrants the policy pursued by the 
Polish Government in relation to Germany." 

EISENLOHB 

No. 272 
120/68464-67 

The German Arnba11sador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the Germaf!, 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 311 of June 28 LoNDON, June 28, 1938. 
Received June 29, 1938-10:30 a.m. 

I. Lord Halifax asked me to come and see him today to discuss 
a very difficult and delicate question, as he called it, for which, more
over, he was not really the competent authority. He mentioned it 
indeed exclusively from the political point of view, as it was of con
siderable importance for the shaping of Anglo-German relations. 

He said that pressure was being put on him, or the wish expr;ssed, 
by the most varied influential circles in England, that he should in
quire into the fate of a number of Austrian personalities, for whom 
a lively interest existed or anxiety was felt in the circles in question 
here. 
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It was a question of dift'erent groups of personalities :••• 

1) Political figures or officials: Schuschnigg, Hornbostel, Colonel 
Adam, and Ludwig. 

2) The so--called Legitimists: Minister von Wiesner, Baron Werk~ 
mann, Duke Max of Hohenberg, and Prince Ernst of Hohenberg; for 
the latter there was special interest in British circles because he was 
married to an Englishwoman. 

3) Scholars: Professor SchrOdinger, Dr. Matejka, Professor 
Robert Eisler, said to be an authority in the sphere of comparative 
religion and to whom a Chair in England had been offered; further, 
Professor Loewy, said to be a former Nobel Prize winner, and finally, 
Professor Mark. The Chancellor of the University of Oxford •2 had 
appealed to him in the case of the last two. 

He was fully aware how difficult this question was also for the 
competent German authorities; it was far from being his intention 
to interfere in any way in the internal affairs of a foreign country; 
he was merely acting for political reasons in order to bring about 
better relations and to remove disturbances in the relationship be~ 
tween Germany and Britain; he therefore wished to point out that it 
would make a powerful and extraordinarily favorable impression if 
it were possible to receive reassuring information on the fate of the 
personalities mentioned. 

I answered Lord Halifax that he had indeed broached a very difficult 
and sore question. The individual fate of the persons mentioned by 
him was not known to me; I only knew that many of the person
alities in question had not only been extremely bitter opponents of 
Germany and the National Socialist movement, but that over and 
above this they were suspected of having been guilty of punishable 
offenses. In the latter case proceedings must naturally take their 
course. I had by chance heard something about one or other of the 
pel'$0nalities in question, as, for example, that even before the 
AnachlU88 the Duke of Hohenberg had mutilated the insignia of the 
German Reich displayed on the Consulate in Vienna; that in earlier 
attempts by the British with regard to Professor SchrOdinger it had 
been established that he was politically deeply implicated and .did 
not deserve special consideration. Meanwhile, I would transmit the 
information he had given me cto the Foreign Ministry, and inform 
him of the result of ~y inquiry. 

Lord Halifax pointed out that with regard to various Austrian 
personalities conversations had already taken place between Sir 
Nevile Henderson and Reich Minister von Ribbentrop and also State 
Secretary von Weizsii.cker. Lord Halifax expressed with special em-

.. See voL :r. chap. IL . 
• Lord Halifax himself was Chancellor of the University of Oxford. so perhaps 

the Vice Chancellor Is meant. 
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phasis the desire that the persons mentioned by hiln should sutTer no 
disadvantages as a result of the fact that interest was being shown 
in them by Great Britain. No single one of them had even the 
slightest idea that this subject had been mentioned by him in a; con-
versation with me. : 

In conclusion, I pointt>d out to J..JOrd Halifax that the campaign 
carried on during the last few days in the British press, spreading 
the myth of the Aus~rians' disappointment over the Anschlw8, was 
hardly calculated to assist such efforts of British circles in favor of 
prominent Austrian personalities of the former regime. The ·real 
purpose of this campaign was doubtless to alienate the Sudeten Ger
mans from Germany, but the result on public opinion directly con· 
cerned Austria. 

II. Lord Halifax then mentioned the present state of the ftego· 
tiations between the Sudeten Germans and the Czech Government. 
He expressed his warm satisfaction over the fact that recently the 
German press had shown such moderation toward Czechoslovakia; 
the conclusion of the German-Czech economic agreement was also 
much to be welcomed. He had 1L'5ed his influence with Prague to 
achieve a similar moderation on the part of the Czech press. 

When asked what information I had on the state of negotiations 
between the Sudeten Germans and the Czech Government, I answered 
that all I knew was that the otTer made so far by the Czechs was 
inadequate. . 

Thereupon Halifax remarked that he, too, was disappointed over 
the slow course of the negotiations and had also stated this expressly 
to Prague. He had further pointed out that the present period of 
relaxation should be taken advantage of for doubly intensive nego
tiations. There was certainly no doubt about Hodza's willingness 
to reach understanding, but he also believed that Benes :wished to 
bring about a settlement. Recently he had asked the Czech :Minister 
here, 1\Iasaryk, straight out, whether Hodza and Benes were pulling 
together in the Sudeten German question; 1\:lasaryk, who wanted a 
settlement, had answered that this was certainly the case. 

I expressed considerable doubts as to the good faith of BeneS; he 
had recently spoken as if he foresaw an immediate conflict with 
Germany, which in its early stages must mean a defeat for Czecho
slovakia, but in its subsequent course a brilliant victory. The Czech 
Legion Generals also inspired no confidence in the Sudeten Germans. 

Lord Halifax then mentioned the possibility whether the follow
ing procedure could not be adopted in"the event of agreement being 
reached on a number of points in the negotiations. but not at once 
on other individual points: that part of the negotiation on which 

,.., ... -.it-vol. ll-lf 
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agreement had been reached should immediately be put into practice 
while awaiting agreement on the points still outstanding. Such a 
procedure would assuredly bring about a considerable lessening of 
the tension. 

I answered that I did not know what tactics the Sudeten German 
leaders intended to adopt on individual points in the negotiations. 
I could imagine, however, that they would raise strong objections 
to Lord Halifax's suggestions; for it was all too probable that the 
points not cleared up would be subject to endless delay. 

Lord Halifax thought that naturally pressure would be exerted by 
Britain whenever possible to have these points settled, too, as soon 
as possible. 

Finally, Halifax asked me about the result of my conversation 
with Chamberlain. I gave him briefly the contents and then passed 
on to the remarks I had made to Chamberlain about the war psycho
sis which was widespread in Britain. I quoted individual examples 
und drew the conclusion that, in view of the great significance of 
British public opinion, the prevalence of such a mood was serious, how
ever firmly the Government held the reins in their hands. 

Lord Halifax admitted the undesirability and seriousness of such 
a state of public opinion, but said that, as far as air-raid precautions 
were concerned, Britain had only taken those measures which had 
also been taken in Germany. . 

I answered that this was quite possible, but that in Germany this 
result had been achieved without disturbing public opinion. 

Please send telegraphic instructions on paragraph I. 
DmKSEN 

No. 273 
2129/46442~26 

The German Foreign Ministry to German Missi01UJ Abroad63 

TOP SECRET 

For Heads of 1\lissions personally. 

BERLIN, June 28, 1938. 
(Pol. I 498 g. Rs.) 

, Hitherto the Foreign Ministry, in conjunction with the Supreme 
Headquarters of the. lV ehrmacht, has represented the view that in 
times of peace general collaboration of German Missions abroad, espe-

• Sent to German Embassies in Ankara, Buenos Aires, London, San Sebastian, 
Moscow, Paris, Rio de Janeiro, Rome (Quirinal), Tokyo, Warsaw, and Wash
Ington; and to German Legations in Asunci6n, Athens, Belgrade, Bern, Brussels, 
Budapest, Bucharest, The Hague, Helsinki, Copenhagen, Kaunas, Lisbon, Monte
video, Oslo, Prague, Reval, Riga, Sofia, Stockholm, and Teheran. 

The copy printed is that sent to Rome. It is stamped "German Embassy, Rome, 
J'une 30, 1938." 
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cially the Consulates, in obtaining military intelligence was not, as a 
general rule, to be contemplated, but was the business of the respective 
Service Attache& In view of the recent developments, however, this 
view can no longer be maintained in its entirety; especially is it to 
be taken into account that most states are more and more adopting 
the practice of no longer revealing or of strictly concealing their 
peacetime establishments or essential parts of them. This applies 
above all to the introduction and organization of modern weapons 
and types of equipment and to administrative measures in the indi
vidual sections of [their] armed forces; for example, changes of 
station, transport by rail, motor vehicle, and ship as well as troop 
movements, mechanization of horse-drawn units in the army, move
ments of battleships in territorial waters in the navy, and in the air 
force the construction of new airfields as well as data on. civil 
aviation. As such measures and questions are not made public as 
formerly by publication of estimates, Parliamentary debates, or press 
announcements, it is becoming increasingly difficult for our military 
authorities to follow the peacetime establishment and equipment of 
foreign armies and to keep up to date on statistics. This is true for 
the whole armed forces, as well as for the individual services, army, 
navy, and air force. 

In all these questions the cooperation of our Consulates is of special 
value, for here it is a question of a mass of detail, a considerable part 
of which camiot be concealed locally but strikes the trained . ey"e 
immediately and needs no expert espionage activity to discover. 
What is seen and heard only needs to be reported. In this connec
tion careful study of the provincial press is especially indicated. 

It is of even greater importance to establish at the right moment 
whether, at certain moments of political tension, military prepara
tions of greater or less extent are being taken. All states have the 
most varied phases of military preparedness, from the cancellation 
of leave through many stages to openly declared general mobilization. 
The smaller and more localized the extent of such measures,' the more 
difficult it is to recognize them from outside. But experience sllows 
that even the most inconspicuous measures quickly get around locally 
by word of mouth. It is hardly possible to hide anything from local 
gossip that in any way affects and changes the normal course of 
daily life. · 

It need then hardly be emphasized what valuable help our Con
sulates can render. Now and then, of course, noncareer Consulates 
[Nichtberufakonaulate] can also render such services. In the fore
going observations, however, only career Consulates [Berufak~ 
late] are envisaged. Objections to the Consulates being used for the 
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purpose of obtaining military intelligence can, moreover, be refuted 
all the more, because foreign powers also are beginning to entrust 
their Consulates more and more with such tasks. We need only refer 
to a very recent case, when the Consul of a foreign power in Munich 
informed his Mission in Berlin in very good time of military prepa
rations against Austria. 

On the other· hand, it must certainly not be forgotten that the 
position of confidence, which our Consuls must achieve in their posts, 
must not in the interests of their actual duties and the relations of 
the Reich with the country which is their host, be lightly jeopardized. 
'Moreover, their security is specially endangered by the fact that they 
enjoy .no extraterritorial rights. To preclude as far as possible the 
dangers existing in this respect, the Foreign Ministry, in conjunction 
with the Supreme Headquarters of the Wehrmacht, has therefore 
decided on the following regulation : 
· In those countries to which German Service Attaches are accredited 

it is a fundamental task of our Consulates to collaborate in the 
above-mentioned sense in the obtaining of military intelligence in 
normal times.and especially in times of tension. In so doing, how
ever, the Consul may not use any means not in keeping with his posi
tion, an"d may only report what he sees openly or hears in conversa
tion. The extent to which in an individual case a Consulate may be 
called upon for such duties must, moreover, be left to the judgment 
of the Head of the Mission, who, after hearing the Service Attache, 
gives his decision on the basis of the special circumstances of the 
country in question, and issues corresponding instructions to the 
Consul. 

In the work to be undertaken by the Consulates in the light of this,· 
cooperation with the Service Attaches is essential, as their judgment 
on military requirements is decisive. The requirements of the 
Foreign Service, however, do not permit of the Service Attaches' 
entering into direct contact with the Consulates and giving them 
instructions. In the same way it appears unsuitable that the Consuls 
should report directly to the Service Attaches. So far as wishes of 
the Service Attaches are submitted, they are rather to be transmitted 
to the Consuls only through the Head of the }fission or his specially 
designated deputy (Commercial Attache or such), while it must be 
left to the judgment of the Head of the }fission or his deputy 
whether he considers further transmission indicated. In the same 
way Consuls are to address their reports in such cases to their parent 
lfissions, who will then see to their further circulation. 

It must also be taken into consideration that the forwarding of 
reports which are concerned with military matters, even if they are 
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in individual cases of a harmless nature, may only be done through 
safe channels. This applies without exception in normal times; in 
times of tension it must be left to the judgment of the Head of the 
Mission in each case, whether the speedy forwarding of information 
is of such importance that the normaf security measures can be dis
regarded. 

I request you to inform career Consuls under your jurisdiction to 
this effect, verbally only, to acknowledge the receipt of this instruc
tion, and to report on your experiences at the end of the year. 

WEIZSAOKER 

No. 274 
1613/386828-30 

The German Foreign Minis~ry to the German Embassy in Poland 
and the Legation in Oaechostovakia 

IMMEDIATE BERLIN, June 30, 1938. 
SECRET ( e.o. Pol. I 1486 g (IV)) 

The Foreign Ministry has received in confidential form from a 
special source information according to which on June 18, 1938, the 
Czechoslovak Minister in Warsaw handed to the Foreign Minister 
in Warsaw an invitation to the PolishGovernment to open nego
tiations between Poland and Czechoslovakia. 

According to this, the Czechoslovak Government is said to have 
undertaken to deliver to the Polish Government armaments and raw 
materials to a maximum value of 5 milliard zloty. The Czechoslo
vak Government are said to be willing to relieve the Polish budget of 
all expenditure for State defense for a period of 5 years. 

It is further proposed that the Polish Government should give 
guarantees in the name of the Polish State and the Bank of Poland. 
Payment for deliveries is to start only after 5 years and is to be -
completed in 10 years. In addition, the Czechoslovak Government 
grant to their Polish minority all rights to independent political, 
-eu.ltural, and economic development. In return for this the Polish 
Government are to renounce autonomy and independence of the 
Polish minority in Czechoslovakia. According to the proposal the 
Czeehoslovak Government will route their exports through Gdynia. 

At the same time they propose to subject the customs and railway 
tariffs to speedy revision. If the Polish Government accept the invi
tation to a. discussion, the Czechoslovak Republic will submit the 
draft of a new trade and payment treaty with a most-favored-nation 
clause. The Czechoslovak Government will propose in concrete form: 
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1) the conclusion of a political treaty of friendship and assistance; 
2) a political understanding in Central European questions with 

the partidpation of third states. 

Please inl"estigate this strictly confidential information and report 
on the result. 

For the Minister: 
BISMARCK 

No. 275 
213'1467081-82 

Minute by the State Secretary (W eiuiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

SECRET BERLIN, July 1, 1938. 

The Italian Ambassador today asked me somewhat unexpectedly 
what attitude the Hungarians were actually taking in the German
Czechoslovak problem. 

.As I could not see exactly what Attolico was driving at, I answered 
that of course the Hungarian revisionist aspirations toward Czecho
slovakia were known. But what practical policy is to be adopted 
by Hungary, if it came to a conflict with Czechoslovakia, did not 
seem to me to have been decided yet in Budapest itself. 

Then Attolico gradually produced a statement made to him by 
the Rumanian :MinisterM here and which he described as strictly 
confidential What the Rumanian had mentioned to him were the 
anxieties on account of Czechoslovakia, not only for the future of 
Czechoslovakia as such, or on account of the general danger of war, 
but because of an alleged German intention to make use of Hungarian 
territory in case of conflict. This would bring Rumania into the 
proximity and under the possible threat of German troops. This 
threat might become especially serious if Russia showed intentions 
of marching through Rumania in order to render help to the Czechs. 

I described the Rumanian fears as imaginary. 
Attolico asked especially that no use should be made of his 

information. 
From the course of the conversation I would assume that Attolico 

had discussed with the Rumanian the attitude of the Little Entente 
in a German-Czech conflict, and at the same time had probably also 
stated that in this case Italy would stand aside. 

Submitted to the Reich Minister: 
WEIZSACKEB 

• Radu Djuvara. 
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No. 276 
2134/466992 

Memorandum by the State Stcretary (Weizsiiclcer) for t'M 
Foreign Minister : 

BERLIN', July 1, 1938. 
During his visit today the British Ambassador inquired about the 

state of the Czech-Sudeten German negotiations. 
I answered that I was not properly au courant, either. It was . 

known that we had no finger in the pie. My impression up to the. 
present was that the Czechs were putting more and more questions 
to the Sudeten Germans, without the Czech Government so far 
having given the slightest indica.tion whether or to what extent it 
intended to satisfy the Sudeten German wishes. The practical effect 
of the so-called British and French pressure on Prague, repeatedly 
mentioned by Henderson, seemed to me so far to be nil. I must 
describe the state of the negotiations, as far as I knew it, as highly · 
unsatisfac~ory. 
He~derson did not contradict this opinion and acknowledged the 

calmer attitude of the German press recently. 
I took advantage of an opportunity in the conversation to tell 

Henders<>n that the British Foreign Service and Intelligence Service 
were now being assiduously described by the Czechs as the instigators 
of the panic in the second half of May. Henderson expressed the 
view, as he had previously done, that the rumors of German troop 
concentrations on May 20 had been spread in Czechoslovakia for the 
express purpose of serving as a pretext for planned partial Czech 
mobilization. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 277 
2369/494631--86 

TM German Ambassador in Poland (Moltlce) to t'M German 
Foreign Ministry 

• 
PV 47/7.38 WARSAW, July 1, 1938. 

(Pol. IV 4623) 
Subject: Attitude of Poland in the Czechoslovak question. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

In a conversation which I had a few days ago with Beck, the 
Foreign 1\finister, I tried to ascertain his present attitude to the 
Czechoslovak question. As usual, when he :wishes to avoid definite 
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statements, M. Beck said a great deal without saying anything of 
importance. Nevertheless, some of his remarks are perhaps of 
interest. 

It was clear. from the start that his unfriendly attitude to Czecho
slovakia is unchanged. He spoke in particular with his usual bitter
ness about M. Bene8, whose successes in the special sphere of Geneva 
he recognized, but whom he did not consider capable in the present 
situation of finding a solution suitable to the psychology of the 
minorities. If they had not even succeeded in satisfying the Slovaks 
there was little prospect that ·the Prague Government would come 
to an agreement with the more distant minorities. In the Polish 
minority area, too, the situation had not improved in the last few 
weeks, and it was hardly a sign of good will if the new minority 
statute was always being postponed. 

:U. Beck characterized the present situation as follows: There was 
no doubt that the Czechs had forfeited a good deal of the sympathy 
in the world which they had previously enjoyed. The conviction, too, 
that the Versailles settlement had not been a happy one, was on the 
increase. On the other hand-1\I. Beck added with evident emphasis 
-he had the definite impression that the determination to defend 
this abortion even in the face of powerful attacks was far stronger 
in the world and had many more supporters today than even a few 
weeks ago.. . 

It was not evident whether this fact, specially stressed by 1\I. Beck, 
has also caused a change in the Polish attitude. In this connection, 
1\I. Beck referred to the statement, appearing in the Evening Stand
ard a few weeks ago, according to which he was alleged to have told 
me that, in the event of a German-Czech conflict, Poland would be 
found on the side of France. He had immediately denied this state
ment, admittedly only in Britain, because it had appeared there, but 
he had simultaneously given a similar declaration in Berlin-an 
assertion which, as far as I l"llow, is not true . 

. When asked about Slovakia and its relations with Poland, 1\I. Beck 
said that the Slovaks had developed their own nationality in the 
last 20 years, and that they asked for nothing better than to retain 
this acquisition; whether within the framework of the Czechoslovak 
State or in some other way was a matter of less importance to them. 
They.sertainly had no pleasant recollection of their onetime attach
ment to Hungary; but since then Hungary had also learned many 
lessons. The relations of the Slovaks to Poland M. Beck described 
as predominantly cultural. The similarity between the languages 
was greater than that between any other Slav peoples. Further, the 
Slovaks had a very special confidence in Poland. (It struck me that 
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the otherwise usual reference to the fact that Poland had no aspira
tions south of the Carpathians was lacking this time.) 
If one attempts to form a picture of Poland's probable attitude 

in the event of a German-Czech conflict from the foregoing indica
tions, as well as from other observations and information, it might 
take more or less the following form : 

It is very improbable that military intervention by France would 
persuade Poland to place heri;elf as a matter of course on the side 
of Czechoslovakia. Treaty obligations do not exist, and it cannot 
be doubted that the repeated French dhnarches have resulted in no 
promises being made by the Polish Government. As long as the out
come of the war is in doubt, Poland will avoid ranging herself 
against Germany, as this might endanger not only the prospect of 
recovering the Teschen territory, but in the end even the Corridor. 
Even in the event of Britain's coming to the aid of the French, · 
Polish intervention on the side of the Allies is not to be reckoned 
on as a certainty. 

On the other hand, however, it is not to be assumed that Poland 
will prematurely declare herself on the side of Germany. Such a. 
step would involve far too great a risk in the East as well as in the 
West for Poland to dare to take it. Rather, it is probable that at 
first a neutral attitude will be adopted here, in order to wait and 
see on which side the scale tips. Instead of the Teschen territory, East 
Prussia or German Upper Silesia might perhaps also be attractive 
as the prize of victory, and a precipitate espousing of the German 
cause could easily bring all these chances to naught, quite apart from 
the fact that in this case the Soviet Union, which, though militarily 
weakened, is nevertheless still regarded as a factor to be taken into 
consideration, might also become a danger for Poland. . 

It looks as if the objections to immediate military intervention 
simultaneously with Germany have recently become stronger. As · 
is known, the Poles carried out a partial mobilization on the Czech 
frontier as early as April of this year, and only canceled these 
measures at the beginning of May. At that time they were obviously 
expecting immediate German action against Czechoslovakia and were 
apparently resolved in this case on themselves iiilJlfediately occupying 
the Teschen area so as not to have to accept it from German hands, 
encumbered with embarrassing conditions. It appears as if this plan 
of parallel action has now also been abandoned, and probably in the 
first place on account of world reaction against acts of violence, again 
emphasized on this occasion by M. Beck, and on account of the in
creasing risk resulting from them. From hints by the British Am-
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bassador here,65 it can be assumed that M. Beck has given him the 
desired assurances in this respect. 

If it is to be expected that Poland will at first remain neutral in 
a German-Czech conflict, then it is self-evident that the maintenance 
of this neutrality will be influenced by the general political situation 
and especially by Germany's military prospects. As long as only 
France intervenes actively on behalf of Czechoslovakia, neutrality 
will be more benevolent than if Great Britain, too, intervened, or if 
a far-reaching isolation of Germany is strikingly obvious from the 
start. It can be assumed with certainty that at least the passage of 
Russian troops will be prevented on the grounds of this neutrality. 
This is borne out by Beck's policy, the aim of which is to weld to
gether under Polish leadership the Baltic States in a "neutral cordon 
sanitairre for Europe." It is also an intolerable thought for Polish 
policy, as well as for Polish public opinion, that Soviet troops 
should set foot on Polish soil. Another question is whether Poland 
also can and will prevent under all circumstances the passage of 
Soviet troops through Rumanian territory. It is to be assumed that 
the Poles-as formerly-will do everything to persuade the Ru
manians to resist the passage of Soviet troops, and it is also to be 

·assumed that they are resolved to give the Rumanians far-reaching 
help to this end. But finally, success depends on the will to resistance 
of the Rumanians themselves an.d in· this resp~t certain doubts are 
justified. 

It remains to be tested whether we have a chance of influencing 
the Polish attitude by concessions of some kind. Firstly, an exten
sion of the 1934 agreement could be considered, or going beyond that, 
an express and solemn guarantee of the Polish western frontier; 
further, a binding assurance with regard to the Teschen territory, 
perhaps also recognition of Polish interests in Lithuania or in the 
Soviet Ukraine. 

It is beyond doubt that the Poles will take advantage of every 
opportunity, especially of every weakness on the part of Germany, 
to obtain new guarantees and assurances in the above-mentioned 
important spheres of interest. But Poland will, even when she has 
obtained such advantages, always act exclusively according to her 
o~n interests. It would be wrong to count on a quid pro quo, which 
coul<Lbe relied on in a serious situation. 

voN MoLTKE 

• Sir Howard Kennard. 
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No. 278 
139/125324-29 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 66 

RM 24:5 
The British Ambassador, who had expressed the wish to be able 

to speak with me briefly before his visit to London, visited me in the 
country at 5 o'clock today. Sir Nevile Henderson stated that, ac~ 
cording to recent information, the Prague Government were seriously 
endeavoring to be accommodating. I replied that thi!~ was not our 
impression. Sir Nevile then asked how we envisaged the solution 
of the Sudeten German question. Could such a solution be found in 
autonomy for the Sudeten Germans, or wa.S our view that a union 
[Anschluss] with the German-inhabited areas should take place~ 

I replied that I could give him no answer to this question. It 
seemed to me important that no outside attempt should be made to 
force an unsatisfactory solution on the Sudeten Germans. In this 
connection I made to him statements similar to those made to Fran
~ois-Poncet on June 23, 1938, and again referred to the history of 
the rise of the Czechoslovak State, which, artifiCially created' from 
outside, had produced unsatisfactory results, so that a repetition of 
such methods must be avoided. In my opinion, only the Sudeten 
German people, through their leader Henlein, could decide what form 
a modus vivendi with Prague must take. According to information 
in our hands, however, the rulers in Prague did not seem so far to 
show a reasonable attitude. Sir Nevile Henderson answered that 
British pressure in Prague would still continue. He would ask us 
earnestly to have confidence in Chamberlain and Halifax and to wait 
and see whether British influence would prevail in Prague. If Be~es 
were not prepared to conciliate, then Britain would take no further 
interest. I told the British Ambassador that the latest news from 
Czechoslovakia was highly unsatisfactory. The Sokol and other 
associations seemed to have been attacked by a kind of megalomania. 
In schools and among the soldiers, insulting songs about the Fiihrer 
were being sung. If things went on in this way I foresaw serious 
developments. Hitherto, Germany had regarded all provocations 
with the supreme calm of a Great Power. But there could be no 
doubt that our hearts were with our 3% million fellow countrymen, 
and we would not leave them in the lurch. I then made the same 
observations on the general political situation to the British Am~ 

• Another copy of this memorandum (1613;386858-63) bears the penciled 
instruction, "We ought really to inform the Missions concerned," initialed 
B[ismarck], July 6, and bears the alterations necessary to turn it into a 
despatch. 
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bassador as I had made to the French Ambassador, and pointed out 
the necessity of limiting and respecting spheres of interest. Ger
many-as is known-had no desire to incorporate any foreign people, 
but intended to exercise her natural inftuence economically as well as 
politically in her southeastern sphere of influence. I hoped that the 
German point of view would soon be recognized in other countries 
as justified and that thus the last relic of the Versailles mentality 
would vanish. My conversation with Fran~ois-Poncet had given me 
the hope that we were on the way to reason. British statesmen must 
admit that Germany, the strongest Great Power in Europe, had pur
sued a policy of compromise toward Britain such as no other Great 
Power had ever done before, and indeed the FUhrer had not only 
proclaimed this policy in words but proved it by deeds. It was re
grettable that Britain was not pursuing the same policy toward 
Germany. As we knew from definite sources, British policy had tried 
to make· difficulties for us in Austria, too. If Britain would give up 
the habit of directing her policy according to sentimentaliti.es of the 
moment, and if she would concentrate on her vital interests, it seemed 
to me that a settlement, such as I was convinced Chamberlain and 
Halifax were also striving for, was quite possible. In spite of the 
great disappointments which we had experienced in the past, an 
agreement on a grand scale could then be achieved. 

Henderson replied that he.agreed with my view, insofar as German 
policy was concerned. He would never have taken up his post if he 
had not been sure of Chamberlain's support for a policy of recon
ciliation. When the Fiihrer had last received him, he had said that 
after a settlement of the Austrian and Sudeten German questions the 
way would be open for an understanding on the colonial question and 
a general Anglo-German agreement. The Austrian question was 
settled. If the Sudeten German question could be settled without 
war, there would be nothing more in the way of a final 'agreement 
between our two countries. But it was necessary that the Czecho
slovak question should be settled without war. He asked me if I 
believed in such a possibility. I answered the British Ambassador's 
question in the affirmative, but pointed out that a great change in the 
mentality of the Prague rulers was essential. For a better knowledge 
of this mentality I could recommend a closer study of the history of 
the. creation of the Czechoslovak State and the behavior of the Czechs 
during the Russian revolution. The Czechs were brutal, narrow
minded, and sullen, but, after all, also cowards. In the military 
sense, Czechoslovakia presented no problem for Germany. If the 
Cze~hs were so insane as to let it come tO war, then Germany was 
prepared for any war. The events of May had proved how peace-
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loving the FUhrer was. I had to remind him, however, that one day 
the limit would be reached. Then Germany would shrink from 
nothing. It seemed to me grotesque if a major European war, in 
which Britain and Germany would have to cross swords, should 
arise over such a problem. Henderson mentioned that Walpole had 
once had to declare war on Spain against his will. I said to Sir 
Nevile that presumably at that time it had only been a question of 
a partial engagement. In a new conflict, however, the existence of 
Germany and the British Empire would be at stake. I considered 
Chamberlain and Halifax as statesmen of too great insight not to 
see the problem in exactly this light and to act accordingly. Hender
son said he would report to Chamberlain and Halifax. 

He then read to me part of a telegraphic instruction from Halifax 
concerning the Evian Conference.67 The instruction was to the effect 
that the German Government were to be informally sounded whether 
they would if necessary be prepared to cooperate with the other 
powers in the refugee question. In this connection Henderson ex
plained that the Jewish question was one of the greatest problems of 
the twentieth century. No country wanted to accept the German 
Jews, especially those without means. But as Germany. wanted to 
get rid of her Jewish population the question arose whether Germany 
might be prepared to cooperate in facilitating the· export of capital. 

I answered the British Ambassador that I must decline on principle 
to cooperate in the German Jewish problem. It was a question of 
an internal German problem, outside every discussion. I must answer 
in the negative the question whether we would facilitate export of 
capital, as a transfer of capital amassed by the Jews, especially since 
the war, was impossible. The question of Jewish emigration was 
being examined by us. As, however, other countries refused to receive 
them, the matter was rather difficult. Henderson returned to Lord 
Halifax's suggestion and asked if he could not report something 
positive at home about cooperation with· Germany. I replied that I 
saw no possibility of cooperation. Henderson then turned the con
versation to a number of former Austrian nationals who had been 
arrested. I answered the British Ambassador that I had alteady 
received from Lady Londonderry a list of such arrest~d persons, in 
whom apparently Lady [sic] Chamberlain and Lady Halifax were also 
interested.. To me such interest was incomprehensible. · The British 
Government had never lifted a finger for the victims of the Schusch· 
nigg regime. Schuschnigg had four hundred National Socialist dead 

"An Intergovernmental committee of representatives· of thirty-one nations, 
Invited by the United States Government, met at Evian from July 6 to 13 to 
discuss the problem of refugees from Germany and Austria. 
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and many thousands of wounded on his conscience. The British 
Government had never shown the slightest interest in this. To us, 
however, one National Socialist Styrian peasant was of more impor
tance than a dozen Austrian aristocrats. He could therefore imagine 
the feelings with which we received such British request lists. Finally 
I said: I hoped that no anti-German propaganda will result from 
the Evian meeting. In that case it would react very disadvan
tageously on the German Jews. 

RmBENTROP 
BERLIN, July 3, 1938. 

No. 279 
440/221170-87 

Memorandum by an Official of the German Ministry of Economics 
(Wohlthat) 

PERSONAL 
Field :Marshal Goring's Office. 
W. XV /28/1938 

BERLIN, July 4, 1938. 

DEAR HERR voN 'VEIZSACKER: I enclose a memorandum on conver
sations which I had in Great Britain in the last few weeks. I have 
sent a copy of these memoranda· to Herr von Ribbentrop with per
sonal greetings from individual Englishmen. 

Heil Hitler ! 
Yours sincerely, H. WoHLTHAT 

[Enclosure] 

Memorandum on Private 0 onversationtJ During ·the I ntemational 
Whaling Conference, June 1938, in London 

W. XV /23/1938 

A. PoLITICAL QUEsTioNS 

1) Morrison, Minister of Agriculture, said that the British Gov
ernment specially welcomed the participation of a German delega.:. 
tion. Cooperation between British and German delegates had made 
possible the success of 'the last conference. He was counting on Ger· 
man siJl>port again, so that at this year~s conference the Japanese 
Government, too, might be induced to take part in an international 
u~reement on whaling. 

He regretted that during the last year tension had arisen between 
the two Governments, which had recently been intensified by the 
treatment of the question of the Austrian Loans. However, he thought . 
that the existing differences could be removed if suitable people spoke 
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on both sides. In spite of the growing opposition in Parliament, 
Neville Chamberlain and Lord Halifax, as well as other members of 
the British Government, were determined to · preserve peace in 
Europe. · 1 

2) Sir Horace Wilson; Secretary of State to Neville Chamberlain 
[sic], Economic Adviser to the Cabinet. 

We agreed that relations between the two countries have consider
ably deteriorated during the last year. In spite of this, our personal 
conversation was friendly. Sir Horace Wilson regretted the con
siderable differences of opinion between the two States. For a year 
the views of the two Governments had become more divergent, in
stead of coming closer together. In his opinion, however, many 
misunderstandings could be cleared up between leading personalities 
by recognizing each other's point of view. He asked whether the 
Fuhrer wanted to bring non-German elements under German sov
ereignty. Where were the future frontiers of Germany¥ I explained 
the psychological attitude of several leading personalities, who had 
themselves been Germans living outside Germany. The question of 
uniting the Germans, who lived in a solid settlement area in the 
middle of Europe, would be regarded by people who had spent many 
years of their youth in Austria and by the British public in a differ
ent way. Even in Germany a distinction must be made between the 
ordinary German national feeling and the particular attitude of the 
German Austrian to the question of Greater Germany. The Germans 
in the old Austro-Hungarian Empire were in large measure in sym
pathy with Greater German ideas. From the Napoleonic wars to 
the Peace Treaties of 1919 the Germans played the leading part in 
the group of States which today form Central Europe. Within the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy the new National States developed 
into national groups and entities within a century. The Germans in 
Austria-Hungary had always been conscious of belonging to Ger
many, even if the Hapsburg Monarchy had, in Southeast Europe, 
prevented them from uniting with Germany. After the revolution 
of 1848 over one hundred German deputies from German Austria 
and Sudeten Germany had appeared in the Frankfurt Parliament, 
demanding the formation of a Greater Germany and offering the 
Imperial Crown to the King of Prussia. The Prussian King refused 
the Imperial Crown at that time because he feared a weakening of 
the Prussian State. In the dispute between Prussia and Austria in 
1866 the question of leadership in Germany had been decided. Bis
marck, however, was aware of the role of Germans in Austria
Hungary and had always striven for an alliance between Germany 
and Austria. After the 1914-18 war the parts of the Austro-Hun-
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garian Monarchy were given independence in the form of National 
States, whereby the Germans in German Austria formed a miniature 
German. State, and those in Bohemia were incorporated into Czecho
slovakia. The,struggle to join the Greater German Reich on the part 
of the two German groups in Austria and Sudeten Germany has a 
long history, and seems natural to the Germans. The leading Ger
man personalities regard the unification of the people as their main 
task; the State is a function of the people. As is natural in a mon
archy, Bismarck gave the State the leading part. In the concept 
of National Socialism the people as a whole have the leading part. 

Sir Horace Wilson: Neville Chamberlain regarded the European 
situation very calmly. They now hoped to be able to settle the 
Spanish question first. No opinion should be offered on the extent 
to whi~h the Spaniards in Catalonia and Castille were Bolshevist or 
democratic. The Soviet Russians would certainly take advantage of 
any unrest. All the other powers, however, had been troubled by the 
Spanish quarrels for so long that there was a general desire for an 
end of this state of affairs, even among the Spaniards themselves. 
A clearing up of the Spanish question would also considerably les.!en 
the tension between France and Italy, and make the British agree
ment with Italy effective. As a result of the general European situ
ation, Great Britain had had to adopt a policy of close cooperation 
with France. In view of thei.r sensitive nature and their tendency 
to act in accordance with their emotions the French could only be 
attach~ to Britain's lead through the feeling of security which Great 
Britain gave France. Close relations with France had not prevented 
Great Britain from making strong representations in Prague, which 
had not been without effect. Neville Chamberlain wanted to achieve 
a peaceful settlement of the Sudeten German demands. Events in 
Russia during the last year and the real significance of Russian 
power for French, Czech, or in fact European politics could not be 
appreciated reliably from Great Britain. It was apparently a ques
tion of a personal policy of Stalin toward a class of society consisting 
of thousands of Russians, who, as members of the Communist Party, 
had gradually changed their attitude to the Soviet Russian State. 
Even if this had not so far led to a political combination against 
Stalin, he had apparently feared such a turn of events. It could be 
assumed that views subversive to the State existed among some indi
viduals or groups. Economic development in Russia was making 
only slow progress, it was true, but an increase in total production 
could be noted. This altered the people's demands and attitude 
toward the Government. It was unlikely that Russia would intervene 
in the Far .East. China would no doubt be supported by the Rus-
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sians, but the Russian Army was hardly in a position to wage open 
war against Japan. The Japanese, however, had become so deeply 
involved in the struggle with China that a considerable weakening 
of Japanese economy was noticeable. A termination of the con1J.ict 
was in the interests of all. The repercussions on international trade 
in the Far East could not yet be completely estimated. Even if one 
did not need to assume that trade was falling aw,!ly altogether, the 
promising start which trade with China had shown had been 
destroyed. 

Great Britain had been ready to support China's economic rehabili
tation with generous credits. Even if the Chinese had given part of 
the orders based on the credits to Germany, Great Britain welcomed 
this, as this trade was to the advantage of the Chinese market as a 
whole. 

Besides the setback to world trade in the Far East the violent 
fluctuation in economic conditions in North America are particularly 
unwelcome. The difficulty still exists for Britain of accepting 
American exports of raw materials, which must be disposed of in 
direct competition with the products of the British Dominions, while 
British export trade is largely dependent on the American market. 

In my opinion the conversation was supposed to give the impres· 
sion that the British Government were prepared to recognize Ger
many's position in Central Europe, and also the inclusion of the 
Sudeten Germans within the German frontiers, if the German Gov
ernment would state what are the limits to the expansion of German 
sovereignty. The British are also prepared, in my opinion, to accept 
German economic supremacy in the markets of North, East, and South
east Europe, as they understand that the production of raw materials 
and food in the Baltic countries and Soutl).east Europe make possible 
a natural exchange with German industrial products, and that these 
countries are largely dependent for their foreign trade on Germany 
as the greatest consumer nation in Europe. The "nuisance value" 
of Germany's position as a Great Power is so great that the British 
are prepared to accord Germany a special- position. A satisfactory 
solution of the colonial question also seems possible, if, in conjunc
tion with the legal question, a practical proposal for.German colonial 
areas can be made. If limitation of armaments could not be dis
cussed during the last few years, as Germany was aiming first at a 
certain position comparable to_ that of France, tl\e time has now 
come, in the British view, when a start could be made. 

3) Sir Louis Greig and Sir Samuel Hoare: Sir Louis Greig spoke 
frankly about the personal question in the Anglo-German talks. 
Germany could hardly expect to find again such a favorable compo-

797&&4--&9-vol. U-86 
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sition of personalities as at present existed on the British side. 
Neville Chamberlain considered it his duty to prevent a war, which 
threatened present European civilization with incalculable danger. 
His first action, after taking up office, had been the attempt to dis
cuss the Gennan problems with a German statesman. Chamberlain 
was convinced that British public opinion would support him, if a 
peaceful solution 'bf the German problem were made possible, even 
at the cost of sacrifices and concessions on Great Britain's part. In 
this he did not allow himself to waver even in face of the growing 
opposition in Parliament and public opinion. Lord Halifax was a 
completely independent political figure, who did not have to take into 
consideration, in his politics, electors or political events of the past. 
Lord Halifax had also had an excellent training in the various great 
tasks which he had undertaken during his life and was a suitable 
person to find a solution to complicated problems. There were also 
in the British Cabinet and among the Secretaries of State a number 
of other men who appreciated Germany's position. The question was 
whether Germany was ready to negotiate at all, and if so, whether 
she would nominate as negotiators those men with whom the British 
were in sympathy, a fact of great importance for the final result in 
view of British mentality. 

4) B·utler (Parliamentary [Under] Secretary of State at the For
eign Office, younger member of t'1e Conservative Party, very" sympa
thetic impression. Animated discussion at the German Embassy recep
tion, well disposed toward Germany): Stressed the readiness to give 
far-reaching recognition to the German points of view individually 
and to limit reciprocally British and German claims in the political re
shaping of Europe. On the British side the wish exists to learn the 
extent of the German claims. In order to preserve general peace, Great 
Britain is ready to treat the Sudeten German question, too, in accord
ance with German wishes. .Also in world trade, according to th~ 
British view, the interests of the three main participating Powers1 

the British Empire, the United States, and Germany are to be de
limited, so that war need not arise out of the struggle for raw mate
rials and selling markets. . 

5) Lord Riverdale deplored the marked deterioration in political 
relations between the· two countries and the threat to existing eco-

. nomic cooperation. He considered an official Anglo-German conver
sation 1m possible at present, as the atmosphere was too bad. For 
example, a visit by Goring, which he had contemplated last year, 
was at present impracticable. Neville Chamberlain was being nry 
vehemently attacked, even by membel's of the Conservative Party, as 

- lle still considered a peaceful settlement with Germany possible. 
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British public opinion had been impressed by events in Austria in 
a way which could hardly be imagined. Even if on May 21 there 
had been no grounds as far as Germany was concerned for the fears 
that Germany would occupy Czechoslovakia militarily, world opinion 
had considered such a step on Germany's part possible. If Neville 
Chamberlain and his friends should be forced out of the Govern
ment, those circles would probably come into power who would pursue 
a determined policy against Germany. Lord Riverdale said it was 
of decisive importance that at least the economic talks between the 
two countries should be carried on in their present form, so that the 
political talks could later be resumed on this basis. 

6) Sir Oampbell Stuart: very influential as one of the proprietors 
of The Times. He stressed his efforts, in agreement with his friends 
in the Government, to maintain a calm tone in The Times reports, 
in order to ·keep open the possibility of Anglo-German rapproche
ment. There was no doubt that British public opinion had been 
more deeply influenced by the occupation of Austria than,appeared 
on the surface. In contrast with the mass of the population, authori
tative circles in Britain were very unresponsive to propaganda. The 
British public was not sure whether in future Germany might stage 
a surprise military occupation not only of Czechoslovakia but of a 
whole series of small European states. The statements of German 
personalities and propagandists on this' subject had formerly not 
been taken seriously in Britain. Events in Austria have had the 
effect in Great Britain that these people, formerly considered irre
sponsible, were now thought to be right. Even if the FUhrer prob
ably had a clear picture in his mind of the limits he set for the sov
ereignty of the German Reich, no one in England was yet clear on 
this point. From this arises a feeling of uncertainty, which the 
Government must dissipate. This uncertainty has led to the formation 
of a political group which believes in the inevitability of war with 
Germany, and attacks Neville Chamberlain and his friends on ac
count of their peace policy. As far as one can judge today, Germany 
could have no better partner for negotiations than Neville Chamber
lain. He urged me to meet the interested British Ministers, and 
hoped that the German Government would permit such journeys. He 
doubted whether the British Ministers could commit themselves so 
far in their official capacity to the German Ambassador, whereas they 
would definitely be ready to speak at such a discussion. 

7) Politicians in the Reform Olub. A large section of the British 
public is convinced that war with Germany is inevitable. Friends 
of Germany find it difficult to justify a friendly attitude to Germany .. 

, The British maintain that as late as 1936 they prevented the French 
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from taking any serious step against Germany. Influential circles 
are speaking of a new Napoleonic problem in Central Europe. Events 
in Austria have acted as an exceptional shock to British public 
opinion. The military occupation and the mistakes in the treatment 
of the Austrians have produced an ever worsening impression as the 
weeks go by. So great is the ~ension felt in some sections of the 
British public that people are saying, if there must be a war, let it 
rather come as soon as possible. The British are convinced that 
together with the French and other European states, among whom . 
Russia is counted on the side of France, and America, they will win 
a war against Germany and possibly Italy. This also applies if in 
the Far East Japan joins Germany and Italy. Possible clashes in 
Czechoslovakia would in view of this general attitude only serve as 
a motive for the general conflagration. Men like Churchill and 

·Eden ·were opposed to negotiations with Germany and favored a 
preventive war. Neville Chamberlain, Lord Halifax, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, Sir Thomas Inskip were for peace. In spite of this an under
standing between Great Britain and Germany was still possible today, 
and there was no doubt that this would assure for Germany a great 
position in Europe. · The return in principle of the colonies was here 
of great importance as a question of prestige for final equality of 
status. _. 

If limitation of armaments could not yet be put into operation, an 
armaments agreement between Great Britain and France on the one 
side and Germany and Italy on the other might be initiated by the 
Governments informing each other of certain plans and figures. In 
view of the modern development of world economy it is desirable that 
German influence should extend over a wider field of European 
economy. In the present state of world trade it was more difficult 
to find a final solution of questions of easing the control of foreign 
holdings and exchange equalization than in 1937. Even now, how
ever, it was possible to envisage an easing of the situation of the 
countries with controlled foreign holdings. 

WoHLTHAT 

W. XV /24/1988 

B. ECONOMIC QUESTIONS. 

1) t:>~r F~ederick Leith-Rosa. 'Ve discussed the Austrian Loans 
and the attitude of the British Government, which Sir Frederick 
illustrated by reference to the exchange of correspondence. He 
thought that agreement on the following basis was possible: pay-

- . ments for interest on the guaranteed loans, lowering of interest on 
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the nonguaranteed loans by negotiation with the Council of Foreign 
Bondholders; payment of interest on the guaranteed loans, insofar 
as the British holders of' securities claim payment from the British 
Government. Lowering of interest on the Dawes and Young Loans 
could not be arranged with the British Government, but must be dis
cussed with the Lever Committee of Creditors. During the discus
sions in December last, the British Government influenced th~ cred
itors and they agreed to a certain reduction in interest, although they 
were not prepared to adopt the rates proposed by Germany: 5 percent 
for Dawes, 4 percent for Young, and 3 percent in the case of private 
debts. He expressly pointed out that in the clearing there was no 
question of a threat by the British, but it was an automatic develop
ment provided for in the agreement. The German representative had 
obviously made statements to him which 'went further than the 
German Government later conceded. He was personally very dis
appointed with his stay in Berlin and regarded the decision to set 
up a clearing as a misfortune for both sides. He asked me, however, 
to do, in an unofficial way, everything I could take upon myself. 
After discussion with Ambassador von Dirksen on June 15 and 16 
Sir Frederick ;Leith-Ross paid his first visit to the Embassy,-and this 
led to the resumption of the talks. 

Sir William Brown, Secretary of State at the Board of Trade and 
Sir [Horace] Hamilton, at present Secretary of State at the Scottish 
Office, expressed the same views as Sir Frederick Leith-Ross. 

2) Ashton Gwatkins [sic] (Foreign Office) mentioned Southeast 
Europe, following a remark of mine about increased British activity 
in credit dealings with Turkey and Rumania. The British regard 
the German system of clearing agreements as the decisive means of 
gaining influence over the different countries and forget the signifi
cance of the underlying economic agreements. I pointed out that 
clearing as such is only a technical measure rendered necessary also 
in Southeast Europe by the international indebtedness of these coun
tries. If one seeks a way out of exchange control in Southeast 
Europe, one must begin here, too, with a practical treatment of in
ternational debts, especially toward France. It is quite possible to 
transform the system of international payments in Southeast Europe. 
In any case, the national banks of individual countries are too weak 
to finance agriculture in harvest time and between the harvests. 
British efforts to advance credits to Southeast Europe would only 
oblige the countries in question, when it came to repayment, to sell 
their products at prices prevailing in the world market even at times 
when these prices were unfavorable. The' French had suffered a 
failure with their political loans and I would be sorry to see the 
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British now stepping into France"s place. Germany's position in 
Southeast Europe, so clearly developed during the last few years, 
was based on the natural conditions of exchange of commodities in 
Central Europe. Direct British credits could help these countries 
only to a limited degree, because they would be tied to the movement 
of goods which these countries could sell in the world market. Co
operation between Great Britain and Germany would be a much more 
profitable use of British financial resources. As the greater part of 
the trade of these countries is directed to the German market, a freer 
form of clearing could be developed from the present bilateral system 
of clearing agreements, if, for example, payment could be effected 
on the basis of the credit balance of the agricultural countries, stand
ing to their account in the Verrechnu11gsl.:asse in Berlin, at the time 
of the sale of the harvest. The British; who themselves recognize 
the difficulties of the policy introduced by them, asked for the oppor
tunity to discuss this problem further in Berlin in a few weeks. 

3) Quinton HiU,68 head of the Department of Overseas Trade. 
Quinton Hill discussed the present export-credit drive by Britain 
in Turkey and Southeast Europe. The talks with Tatarescu, in con
junction with Argetoianu's visit, were concerned with Rumania's 
credit worthiness. Rumania .can no longer obtain deliveries of war 
material from France on credit. Supplies from Germany, paid for 
in the normal way, have increased in the last few years and this has 
linked Rumania to Germany. 

I explairred· to the British that the repayment of purely commer
cial credits, granted to Turkey and Rumania, depended on the prices 
at which these countries could sell their agricultural products in the 
markets of the world. In comparison with the standard of living 
in Southeast Europe production costs were too high. British loans 
had a strong political bias and were regarded in this way. The 
British thought that a discussion with Germany pn general world 
selling conditions would be in the interests of both countries. Ger· 
many was the biggest European market for the trade of the Domin
ions, the British transit trade in foodstuffs and raw materials. The 
German market is more important for th~ British Empire than the 
American market, and for the economic development of the Domin
ions takes second place to Great Britain herself. 

4) Sir Otto Niemeyer (Bank of England). Economic conditions 
in America have suffered such a severe setback in the mining, auto
mobile, and building industries, that is, in the key ·industries, that 
the idea has again cropped up that currency speculation would im-

• Mr. T. St Quintin IDll is meant 
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prove prices and revive business by depreciating .the dollar. This 
would also mean a relief for America's high domestic debts. The 
British, however, do not believe that Roosevelt will again devalue 
the dollar against gold. In any case, American economic policy is, 
in the British view, too divided, which is explained by America's 
natural situation as partly an industrial country and partly a country 
exporting agricultural raw materials. Russian exports of gold to 
London have made a deep impression and in 1938 will probably 
exceed the 1937 total of 30 million pounds. Russian production of· 
gold has assumed greater proportions since Stalin; in contrast to 
Lenin, who was opposed to gold production, realized that with gold, 
as with other Russian products, he could not only buy goods but 
also acquire a position in the world's gold market. The stocks of 
gold amassed in Moseow are the cause of the instability of the rates 
of exchange, when large gold holdings are suddenly sold in the 
London or New York markets. These gold reserves, however, can 
also be the starting point for a new Russian currency and foreign 
trade policy. 

German policy in the matter of the Austrian Loans is also followed 
with concern by the Bank of England, as it might endanger all the 
efforts made in the last few years to clear up the question of debts 
and interest. 

5) Frank Cyril Tiarks (J. Henry Schroder and Co.) and Right 
Honorable Robert Henry Brandt [sic] (Lazard Brothers and Co.). 
Both bankers are especially interested in the carrying out of the 
"Standstill" Agreement. The fact that the British Government had 
had to inaugurate a clearing agreement with Germany proved that the 
London banks regarded Germany's foreign exchange position as 
catastrophic, as it could not be without its effects on the other West
ern European creditor nations. If Germany's foreign exchange posi
tion deteriorated, the "Standstill" Agreement, which had been work
ing successfully for 7 years, would be endangered. The banks wanted 
to a wait the outcome of the Government promises and did not want 
to approach the Reichsbank or the German "Standstill" Committee. 
The German negotiations had caused deep unrest in the City. • On 
June 17 the Treasury asked for information on the credits which the 
City had given or was ready to give in connection with current 
German business. In spite of the deterioration of Anglo-German 
relations both gentlemen emphasized that Neville Chamberlain· was 
seeking a peaceful solution. The press did not give a true picture 
of British public opinion. The German Government and the German 
Propaganda Ministry must not let themselves be misled into thinking 
that the press and public opinion could be directed and judged as in 
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Germany. At the present moment, public opinion in Britain was 
making it easy for the Government to get the credits necessary for 
rearmament voted in the House of Commons. The British public 
is convinced that it must bear the burden of taxation for rearmament, 
as, in consequence of Germany's policy, limitation of armaments 
among the Great Powers is impossible. In future Anglo-German 
talks, limitation of armaments will be one of the main points. There 
is no doubt that in a crisis with Germany the City would follow un
conditionally the policy of the British Government. In the last year, 
. and especially in the last few weeks, Germany had lost many friends 
in the City. Several of the big British banks were convinced that 
it would come to war with Germany. 

6) Arthur Guinness (Guinness, Mahon & Co.). Germany's best 
friends in the City have been deeply annoyed by the conduct of the 
negotiations in the question of the Austrian debt. The letter of the 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce with its unusually 
firm language had ·followed spontaneously. The Government had 
had no previous knowledge of it. Busines8men are prepared to put 
their personal interests in tiade with Germany in the background, if 
the question of the Austrian Loans is not settled correctly and fairly. 
Germany could not take over Austria's holdings of foreign exchange 
and refuse the responsibilities. Apart from the legal situation a 
practical solution must be found. The confidence which has existed 
between the two countries during the last few years as a result of 
the administration of the payment agreement has, in the British 
view, now been shattered by Germany. If the treatment of the loans 
were to lead to a compulsory clearing, a permanent limitation of the 
movement of commodities must be reckoned with, which would also 
have an unfavorable effect on the payment of interest. How('ver, it 
is considered better to oppose the German treatment of the Austrian 
Loans. 

'VOHLTHAT 

W. XV /25/1938 

Q. STATEMENTS BY THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR IN LoNDON 

At a banquet at which I sat next to him, the Japanese Ambassador 
said that in China Japan had engaged on a task which overemployed 
her forces to the full. The military leaders had not followed the advice 
of the Foreign Minister in Tokyo. The struggle in China had as
sumed proportions which no one had intended. An end of hostili
ties could not be foreseen. Di~organization in the occupied areas of 
China had reached such a pitch that reorganization of conditions 
would take years. There was such tension in Japan's State finances, 
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currency, and taxation that social repercussions were inevitable. The 
population· was so oppressed by losses caused by the war tha.t the 
political differences which always existed between the parties, eco
nomic and financial circles on the one side and military circles on 
the other, would lead to political crises. Tendencies in this direction 
had already been evident during the last few years, especially in the 
mutiny of the division in Tokyo. (Speaking of this mutiny, a high
ranking Japanese had said in 1937 that all officers had been interro
gated individually for weeks on end, and the impression had been 
gained that the influence of Russian propaganda on the mutiny was 
not out of the question. The mentality of Japanese Nationalists had 
been exploited by the propagandists in the most cunning way.- All 
the officers were shot.) 

WoHLTHAT 

W. XV /26/1938 

D. RECRUITMENT OF THE BRITISH ARMY 

Arthur Guinness has learned from a high-ranking officer on the 
British General Staff that the training methods in the Army must be 
changed. For a few weeks now young men of better class have been 
volunteering, instead of the unemployed who usually form the larger 
proportion of those entering the Army as a result of British recruit
ing. The present recruits represent a selection from a section of the 
population which volunteered in 1914 when Kitchener appealed for 
the "First Million." 

WoHLTHAT 

No. 280 
8971212878-80 

Draft Memorandum by the Counselor of the German Embassy in the 
Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) for the German Foreign. Ministry 

A/964 

MEMORANDUM ON THE ATTITUDE OF THE SoVIET UNION IN THE 

· CzECHOSLOVAK CRISIS • · 

In the Diplomatic Corps here rumors have appeared that the 
Soviet Union has promised Czechoslovakia extensive military help 
in the event of a war with Germany, and that the French Ambassador 
in Moscow has succeeded in defining the help to be given to Czecho
slovakia by the Soviet Union in the event of a war with Germany. 

Rumors emanate from Warsaw to the effect that Stalin told Mr. 
Davies, the American Ambassador, in the course of the well-known 
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conversation in the Kremlin on June 5, 1938, that, in virtue of the 
Soviet-Czechoslovak Pact, the Soviet Union would if necessary 
render help to Czechoslovakia and, in particular, would send aircraft. 
I learn from the Polish Embassy here that on his way back to the 
United States lir. Davies spent a short time in Warsaw and there 
spoke with several people, chiefly with American journalists, on his 
conversation with Stalin. 

It is possible that the rumors circulating here arose in this way. 
I learn from several of my colleagues that Soviet Embassies and 

Soviet Legations-presumably acting on instructions from Moscow
are now stating that the danger threatening Czechoslovakia in May 
was averted by the decisive attitude of the Soviet Union. Potemkin,89 

who during the actual crisis confined himself to describing the situ· 
ation to a diplomat as serious, later told a Scandinavian -Minister 
who inquired about the attitude of the Soviet Union in the event of 
war between Germany and Czechoslovakia, that the Soviet Union 
would render help to Czechoslovakia. In his well-known speech on 
foreign policy, delivered in I..eningrad on June 23,70 Litvinov asserted 
that it must be known to the whole world that the Soviet-Czecho
slovak Pact fulfilled its function of lessening the danger of war and 
had been the most important, if not indeed the only factor, which had 
brought about a relaxation of the tense atmosphere dangerous for 
Czechoslovakia. 

The tone of the Soviet press, which for a long time had repeatedly 
pointed out an imminent aggressive intention on the part of Germany 
toward Czechoslovakia, was very reserved during the actual Czecho
slovak crisis; any commitment of the Soviet Union in the event of 
war was voided. The Soviet attitude in the Czechoslovak crisis was 
similar to that during the Polish-Lithuanian controversy.71 .After a 
settlement between Poland and Lithuania had been achieved, the 
Soviets· claimed the credit for having saved Lithuania from a Polish 
invasion. The attempts made by Czechs and Soviets to give, after 
the event, a new and false interpretation to the course of the Czecho
slovak crisis or to the part played in it by the Soviet Union have 
found no belief in the Diplomatic Corps in 1\Ioscow. The opinion 
continues to prevail here that, in view of the tense internal situation 
and from fear of a 'war on two fronts, the Soviet Union wants at 

• SOVIet Deputy Commissar for Foreign A.ffairs. 
• Extracts from this speech, a general survey of Soviet foreign policy, are 

printed in Documents ota International Allain, 1938, vol. I, p. 315 (published by 
the Royal Institute of International Mairs, London). 

n In March 1938 the Polish Government forced the Lithuanian Government by 
means of an ultimatum and troop concentrations on the frontier to restore normal 
diplomatic relations which had not existed since the dispute over Vllna In 1920. 
Normal relations and communications were restored on March 19. 
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all costs to avoid being drawn into war. It. can be assumed that 
in the event of a German-Czechoslovak war the Soviet Union will at 
first adopt an attitude of wait and see. The fact that the Soviet 
Union and Czechoslovakia are separated from each other by Poland 
and Rumania gives the Soviet Union great opportunities for maneu
vering and the possibility of directing her policy in different direc
tions. She can,_ for example, use the fact that there is no common 
frontier between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia as a convenient 
pretext for nonintervention or limited help.72 Stronger Soviet in
tervention is on1y to be reckoned with if Germany, in a possible war, 
is faced with a coalition of superior powers, and if the Soviet Gov
ernment becomes convinced that the outcome of the war will be un
favorable for Germany. 

The attitude of the Soviet Union to the pacts with France and 
Czechoslovakia has recently, especially in the course of the Czecho
slovak crisis, undergone a change. When the Soviet Union concluded 
the pact with France and Czechoslovakia, she thought that by so 
doing she could protect herself from possible German attacks. For 
this reason the Soviet Union tried to supplement the political treaty 
with France by military agreements, and also to extend it. into a 
military instrument. In the course of the recent crisis, the Soviet 
Government has been forced to realize that the treaties no longer 
operate in her fa~or, as she originally intended, but on the contrary 
impose on her embarrassing obligations. 

v[oN] T[IPPELSKIRcH] 

JULY 5 (, 1938]. 

No. 281 
1585/382797-801 

The German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to. the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A 2940 LoNDON, July 5, 1938. 
(Copy Pol. II 2096) 

Subject: The psychological effects of British fear of war, especially 
in the economic sphere. 

tn my reports on the week-end crisis and the following period I 
pointed out several times that the British public has become familiar 
with the thought of imminent war. Especially in my reports on the 

11 At this point the following wm·ds In the original typeNcJ•ipt have been sh·uck 
out: "She can, however, also exet•t pressure by troop concentrations on the Polish 
11nd Rumanian frontier11, hy demanding the right of transit through Rumania on 
the hHsis nf the J..engue Cn,·ennnt, or by the th1·eat of occupying Bessarabia." 
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increase of British air annament and on the proposed introduction 
of general conscription at the outbreak of a war, I have called atten· 
. tion to the fact that the only criticism leveled against the British 
Government by the public is that the measures taken do fwt go fa1' 

. e'IW'Itgh. .Only when one knows how great is the individual English· 
man's dislike of everything connected with conscription, can one 
~rauge the extent which the anxiety mu&t have reached to silence 
completely opposition to these decisive measures. 

I should like to ilJustrnte how deeply this feeling is rooted in the 
conscious and subconscious mind of the British people by a few ob
t:iervations which have been made in the economic field: 

The representatives of big German firms have pointed out to me 
that in the last few weeks the placing of orders for German goods 
has diminished in a &triking way. Observations by the branch of 
Siemens-Schuckert here during the last few months have shown that 
an appreciable decline in orders to Germany (about 25 pen-ent less 
than normal) has set in·, which is only partly explained by economic 
causes, but for which, rather, political factors and others depending 
on the prevailing mood are largely responsible. These. reasons are 
more or less openly admitted by interested parties who do not wish 
to gfve their orders to Germany. The following .may be deduced: 

Orders are no longer being placed in Germany 
(a) out of fear of a war in the near future, the outbreak of which 

would prevent deliveries; 
(b) from the anxiety lest measures within Germany might prevent 

the suppliers from delivery; 
(c) from dislike of German exp01t methods (promotion of ex

ports), which are regarded as "unfair," because they squeeze out 
British goods in the home as well as in the foreign market. 

The relations between Germany and Czechoslovakia are adduced 
as a reason for the widespread fear of the imminent outbreak of war 
(against Germany). One frequently encounters the view that the 
Sudeten German problem would be solved only by force. The fact 
that speeches of authoritatil"e. German personalities are frequently 

·reported in the British press only in an incomplete and distorted 
form contributes to this view. In addition, warnings have been 
issued by the Government and other official British bodies on the 
danger of war, admittedly with the intention of rousing the British 
citizen from his· lethargy and inciting him to take part in the volun
tary defense organizations (Air Raid Precautions, Women's Auxil
iary Service, etc.). In the absence of compulsory service in peace
time, these organizations must be formed exclusively by voluntary 
participation. Experience has shown that the Englishman joins such 
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organizations voluntarily only when his country is in danger. There4 

fore it may be necessary to paint such a danger for implementing 
rearmament and air-raid precautions.. · 

The fear that internal German measures could prevent deliveries 
is shown by the fact that bans on deliveries, as, for example, that 
ordered by German authorities against the Jewish Loewy Engineer· 
ing Co., London, have. led .to a holdup in the execution of orders. 
The boycott of the Loewy Engineering Co. by instructions to German 
industrial undertakings is widely known. That such measures could 
be taken, a fact which is incomprehensible for the British mentality, 
arouses distrust and leads to reserve in placing orders in Germany. 

The propaganda against German export policy, which was espe
cially intensive during the last few months and which is still going 
on, is being skillfully exploited not only by the "Buy British" move
ment in Britain, but industry, for example the motorcar industry, 
is using this propaganda to hold Gerl'utny responsible· also for tbe 
decline in British export trade and for other happenings,. e.g., f9r 
dismissals of workers in British motorcar factories. ·Lately, too, 
the alleged increasing export of "subsidized" German goods to Em
pire countries is pointed to, which is S!tid to be "extremely" damaging· 
for British industry. This argument. carries weight, because the 
Englishman-although he doP.s not willingly admit it-instinctiveTy 
feels that his influence in the Dominions is no longer very strong. 
It is especially diftkult for German counterpropaganda to use reason- . 
able arguments against these emotional reactions. 

In this connection British propagand:t ag1dnst Germany's economic. 
expansion in the Balkans and in the Near East also deserves to be 
mentioned. In connection with the Anglo~Turkish credit agreement 
it has been widely realized that these agreements are directed against 
German trade. }~or example, it transpires here that in future Ger
many will only be able to obtain Turkish "Chromium Ore" through 
the Anglo-Turkish Commodities Ltd., that is, only with British r,on
sent. (A report on this, not yet seen here, is said to have reached 
Berlin from our }~mbassy in Ankara.) 

Up to now, the British 'Var Office oruered pharmaceut.iral products 
for the Army from Germany in large quantities. As I hear from 
representatives of I. G. FarbenindUIItrie, these orders are being trans,. 
ferred more and more to the U.S.A., although it is well known here 
that the quality of these preparations is inferior. The reason given 
for this transfer of orders is the possibility that the outbreak of war. 
would make further supplies from Germany impossible. 

The German Travel Agency, as well as the firm of Th. Cook, has 
given the information that since Whitsun British tourist traffic to Ger-
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many has decreased by 60 percent, and in places by 75 percent. In par· 
ticular, many Englishmen are no longer Yisiting Austria, because they 
fear being cut oft' from home should war break out. 

Until recently the big British tourist agencies frequently booked 
special trains on the German railways for week-end tom'S organized 
by them. From an inquiry made during the last few days at the 
agencies in question, it was established that the minimum number 
{300 people) had not even approximately been reacl1ed. Only four
teen people booked at all the agencies together. 

A member of my staft', recently transferred here, who is looking 
·for a flat, told me that_ in two cases hopeful transactions onr renting 
a house broke down ,when the owners of the house (holders of the 
lease) learned that the tenant was a German. The head of a firm 
of house agents openly asked the wife of this member of the Em· 
bassy: "What will you do with the house, if war breaks out~" 

I do not report these happenin#!S because I really think that the 
British Government are deliberately preparing for a war, which in 
their view is unavoidable and imminent. On the contrary, I am 
convinced that Chamberlain, the Prime Minister, Lord Halifax. the 
Foreign Secretary, and a number of leading membei'S of the Cabinet 
earnestly desire to initiate a poliey of appeasement with Germany. 
The Prime Minister's clear sense of practieal polities savE's him from 
a' policy of fatalism. Proof of this is his speech delivered nt Ket
tering on the 2d of this month,J;rompted by his sineere coneern about 
the preservation of peace.73 Neville Chamberlain has suceeeded in 
restoring British finances without exhaustin#!' the finaneial resourees 
of the country. In the last 5 years before he became Prime :Minister, 
Chamberlain not only submitted a balanced budget, but over and 
above this was able to set aside financial reServes. He owes his 
extraordinary career to this outstanding achievement. He will resist 
to the uttermost any attempt to destroy this success for the prosperity 
of the British people by a policy leadin~ intentionally or uninten· 
tionally to war. From circles close to him, I know how clearly he 
realizes that the social structure of Britain, even the conception of 
the British Empire, would not survive the chaos of even a victorious 
war. Chamberlain is committed to the idea of European settlement 
with all the obstinacy which is characteristic of his family. He 
kno~ very well that Anglo-German agreement is the keystone of 
such a European settlement. In spite of these considerations, how
ever, the mood amounting to a psychosis, prevailing in wide cireles 
of the unpolitically minded British people, is worthy of attention, 

n This speech is printed in The Struggle tor Peace, by the Right Honorable 
Neville Chamberlain, M.P .• p. 237. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 4 73 

if only for the reason that, in the event of a change of Cabinet, 
which would bring Eden and the Labor Party [sic] into office, such 
a mood might become more real. 

VON DIRKSEN 

No. 282 
C:l4/000304-l:l 

Ueneral8trategic Directive74 

-~--- . 
TOP SECRET-.dlllLlTARY 

Lia 
BERLIN, June 18, 1938. 

0NJ,Y To BE SEEN BY 0l'l'lCERS 

".RITTEN BY AN OFFICER 

l!:i'r DRAFT !'OR ~HE NEw DIREC'l'IVE (contains 3 parts): 

PART 1 

GENERAL GuiDING PRINCIPLES 

1) There is no danger of a preventive war by foreign states against 
Germany. 

Germany has not committed herself to any military alliance which 
would automatically draw Germany into a warlike conflict between 
foreign powers. · 

The settlement , of the Czech question by my own free decision 
stands as the immediate aim in the forefront of my political inten
tions. I am resolved, as from October 1, 1938, onward, to make full 
use of every favorable political opportunity for the realization of 
this aim. 

Friends, interested parties, tmd enemies could thereby be brought 
in 1tnd other powers remain indifferent, although they could not be 
included with absolute certainty in any one of these categories 
beforehand. 

I shnll, however, only decide to take action against Czechoslovakia 
if, as in the case of the occupation of the demilitarized zone and the 
entry into Austria, I um firmly convinced that France will not march 
und therefore Britain will not intervene either. 

2) The preparntions by the lVehrmacht must cover: .. 

(a) Thorough preparations for action against Czechoslonkia 
(Operation "Green"), see Part 2. 

(b) The maintenance of the existing Operation "Red" (strategic con
centration with the main etf01t against the 'Vest), see Part 2 • 

. (c) ~p~ial p;eparations mainly in the form of studies and plan
mug w1thm the :Supreme Headquat1ers, see Part 3. 

1
' 'l'hil'l Is n document dt•nfted for Hitler's signature by the General Staff, and Is 

taken from the Schnnmdt file produced as document No. 888-PS at the Nurem· 
berg trials. 
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(d) Preparatory measures, in the event of German territory being 
suddenly violated unawares and with hostile intent by a foreign 
power, see No. 3. 

3) If during peacetime German territory is suddenly violated by 
surprise and with hostile intent by a foreign power, then armed re
sistance will be offered without anyllpecial order being given. 

The various branches of the armed forces must therefore authorize 
their competent commanders on the frontier or on the coast to adopt 
in such an event on their own authority all measures necessary for 
resisting the enemy attack (see R.V.G. § 2(4) ). 

In such an event, however, the German Reich frontier may on no 
account be crossed by our troops or aircraft, or any foreign territory 
violated, without orders from me. 
It will not be regarded as a violation of German territo:cy (see 

first paragraph of this number) if individual sentries or patrols cross 
the frontier unintentionally, or accidentally, or through the over
eagerness of a subordinate commander, or if aircraft fly over it 
owing to faulty navigation, or warships sail into German territorial 
waters with obviously no hostile intent. 

4) This directive deals with the uniform preparation for war and 
the general strategic considerations applicable to the outbreak of hos-
tilities. . 
. It will be supplemented as required in the individual strategic 

concentrations by regulations dealing with matters of a special and 
administrative nature and war economy. 

The directives necessary for the conduct of the war itself will be 
issued by me in each case. 

PART2 

STRATEGIO DEPLoYMENT 

I) .Action against Czechoslovakia (Operation "Green"). 

Z[EITZLER] 
K[EITEL] 

The directive issued under O.K.W. No. 42/38 Top Secret-Military, 
L I of May 30, 1938,15 remains in force. Regulations dealing with 
matters of a special and administrative nature and war economy rela
tive to Operation "Green" have still to be issued. 

11)-'War on two fronts with the main effort in the West (Operation 
"Red''). 

Since even a war started against us by the Western States must, 
in view of the present situation, begin with the destruction of Czecho-

• Doeumeot No. 221. p. 357. 
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slovakia, the preparation for war from the point of view of astra
tegic deployment with the main effort by the Army and Luftwaffe 
against the West is no longer the primary one. 

The preparations made for this operation ("Red") to 4ate are 
nevertheless to stand. In the case of the Army, they contribute 
toward camouflaging and screening the other strategic deployment, 
and in the case of the Luftwaffe serve as a preparation for the shift
ing of the main effort from East to West, which may suddenly be
come necessary in certain circumstances, and they also serve as pre
liminary work for future pos~eibilities of war in the West. 

It is left to the Commander in Chief of the Army to decide how 
far the Army strategic deployment "Red," prepared by the O.K.H. 
for the commencement of the new mobilization year 38/39, is to be 
issued to subordinate commands. 

The tasks devolving upon the Navy in Operation "Red" will be 
the same as in the case of an extension of Operation "Green" to in
clude the Western European States. Preparations by the Navy are 
therefore to be continued with the same objective as hitherto. 

Z[EITZLER] 

J[ODL) 
K[EITEL] 

L I a BERLIN, July 7, 1938. 
2D DRAFT 

PART3 

FACTORS AFFECTING THE SITUATION 

I) In connection with "Green." 
It ctmnot be foreseen how the political situation will develop .dur

ing the execution or at the conclusion of "Green." 
The W ehrmaeht will therefore confine itseii to preparing the meas

ures mentioned in Part 1, No. 3, Operation "Green" and Operation 
"Red." 

It appears, however, advisable to initiate at least theoretical plan.' 
ning and calculations for several possible eventualities, in order not 
to be unprepared from the theoretical point of view. ~ 

These deliberations would have to cover: 

(a) What would have to he done if-contrary to our expectations 
-other States, after all, im..,rvene against us during the execution 
of ''Green." 

(b) What should be done on the conclusion of "Green." 

Reference (a). If France intervenes against us during the execu
tion of "Green," the measu~es provided for: Operation "Green" will 

'1916&4-4~ U-U 
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come into force. In this connection it is primarily t\ question of 
holding the western fortifications until the execution of Operation 
"Green" permits the release of forces. 

If :France should be supported in this by Britain, this will have 
'less effect on land warfare at first. It is, however, the duty of the 
Luftwaffe, the Navy, and the O.K.W. (War Economy Staff, Abwehr, 
,V.N.V.) to initiate forward planning for their respective spheres. 
~ Among the Eastern :Curopean Powers intervention by Russia is the 
most likely. This will probably consist in the beginning of mere 
reinforcement of the Czech Air Force and armaments. Due consider
ation must also be given to what methods are to be employed if 
Russia should come to the point of starting a naval and air war of 
her own against us, or even wish to penetrate into East Prussia via 
the Baltic States. 

In the event of an attack on us by Poland we must hold the eastern 
fortifications and East Prussia with the Frontier Guard and other 
formations until the conclusion of Operation "Green" gives us free· 
dom of movement once more. 

Reference (b). If Operation "Green" still takes place during this 
mobilization year, then we must be in a position to put a provisional 
strategic concentration into operation soon after the conclusion of 
"Green." 

In connection with the latter, further to what has been said in 
Part 1, No.3, it will at first be of importance to guarantee·with the 
t\id of the W ehrmacht the protection of German frontiers, including 

. 1-ecent additions, and still retain the bulk of the Army in the fie]d and 
the Luftwaffe at our disposal. 

It would have to be possible to put any such future strategic con
centration "frontier protection" into operation for the various fronts 
separately. 

ll. Independently of Operation "Green." 
If a Polish-Lithuanian conflict should break out, Germany will 

not refrain from occupying the Memel territory by sudden action. 
The projects for this eventuality are to be based on the directive 

issued on March 18, 1938 (O.K.W. No. 472/83 g. Kdos. L I a).76 

III. General. 
Tim, various branches of the W ehrmacht are permitted to consider 

matters over and above what has already been said in paragraphs I 
and II. These, however, may only be carried out as theoretical 

" Not printed. 
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studies within the Supreme Headquarters and without the participa· 
tion of subordinate authorities. 

No. 283 
631/252301-02 

Z[EITZLER] 
K[EITEL] 

The German AmbaBsador in France (W elczeclc) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A 2145 . PARis, July 7, 1938. 
(Pol. Il2113) 

In continuation of report of June 15-(A 2418).n 
Subject: Franco-Polish relations. 

Poland's conduct on May 21 caused France great anxiety. The 
French Government were not satisfied with the Polish declaration 
that in the event of a direct attack on France Poland would coinply · 
to the full with her obligations as an ally, but that in the event of 
France's rendering assistance to Czechoslovakia she would reserve 
her attitude in accordance with Polish interests. They declared to 
Warsaw that France must see clearly how far she could count on 
Poland in the event of complications in Central Europe, and pressed 
for a precise definition of the Polish standpoint. The Polish Am
bassador in Paris78 has been in ·warsaw twice since the end of May. 

In the meantime, France has been observing attentively the reac.: 
tions of the individual countries to the conception of a bloc reaching 
from Helsinki to Bucharest and allegedly fostered by Beck, the 
Polish Foreign Minister. The fact that the Polish plan has ha.d a 
cool reception almost everywhere and can scarcely be realized within 
measurable time is noted here with a certain satisfaction, because it 
is hoped that Poland will now once again show more understanding 
for :Franco-Polish cooperation in Central Europe. The Polish Am
bassador had a conversation with Bonnet, the Foreign Minister, 
directly after his return to 'Varsaw. As I hear from a generally 
well-informed quarter, the Ambassador's statements were in form 
very conciliatory, but are said in content to have in no way dissipated 
the French misgivings. According to this source, in spite of French 
insistence Poland has avoided also in the last conversations defin
ing beforehand in unequivocal terms her attitude in the event of 
France's going to the help of Czechoslovakia. These reports are 

" Not printed. 
11 Juljusz Lukasiewicz. 
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confirmed by the leading article in Le Tempa of July 5 and by an 
article in the Agence Ecorwmigue et Fi·nanciere of July 4, which I 
enclose herewith." The Agence Economique et Financiere maintains 
that after May 21 the suggestion was even made to the French Gov-

• ernment for the denunciation of the Rambouillet agreements ( Sep
tember 1936) ,eo of such importance to Polish rearmament. They did 
not pursue this idea any further, however, because they did not wish 
to offend the Polish Army, which continues to be attached to the 
alliance with France. During his visit in 1936llarshal Rydz-Smigly 
gave calming aSsurances regarding Czechoslovakia, and even stated 
that Poland would permit Soviet aircraft to fly over Polish territory 
in the event of assistance being given to Czechoslovakia. This assur
ance was not, however, endorsed by Beck, the Foreign :Minister. The 
newspaper asserts that Poland has now caused her Ambll&')ador here 
to give the assurance that she would not attack Czechoslovakia. To 
this extent a certain amount of · progres."J has been achieved. No 
positive declaration was, however, yet forthcoming as to what Poland 
would do in the event of complications in Central Euro}?('. 

French policy will doubtless continue to try to induce Poland to 
adopt a more friendly policy toward Czechoslovakia by constantly 
drawing attention to the "German danger," as is the case in the en
closed articles. Nevertheless, as long as Colonel Beck remains Polish 
Foreign Minister the prospects of these efforts, which have been con
tinued for years, may well be regarded as not very hopeful even in 
French Government circles. In spite of their ever present distrust of 
Beck's policy the French Government have apparently, however, no 
intention of making trouble for Beck personally or causing such to be 
made in order thereby to effect a change in Polish policy. Bonnet, 
the Foreign Minister, is said only recently to have expressly refused 
to exert French influence in Warsaw in this direction. 

H. WELCZECX 

No.284 
!134/'672112-U 

Minute by t'M State Secretary (W eisaiicker) /Qf' the FQf'eign Minister 

8ECRE'l' BERLIN, July 7, 1938. 
The- Hungarian :Minister today gave me an account of a political 

conversation he had with Field :Marshal Goring two days ago. li. 
-

• Not printed. -
• The agreements by which credits up to 2 milliard francs were granted by 

France to Poland for rearmament purposes. 
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Szt6jay described it as a continuation of previous inquiries by the 
Field Marshal ;81 

Whereas F . .M. Goring had told Szt6jay some time before that 
Stoyadinovich was pl;fpared to negotiate with Kanya concerning the 
questions of minorities, freedom to arm, and frontier guarantees, the 
mutter was regarded somewhat differently from Budapest. Szt6jay 
has now told Field :Marshal Goring that on :May 21 Stoyadinovich 
made it known in Budapest that he was prepared to negotiate with 
Hungary outside the framework of the Little Entente concer::ning 
questions of minorities and freedom to arm. There was no mention 
then of questions of frontier guarantees or of neutrality. On :May 
31 Stoyadinovich was informed that the new Hungarian ¥inister,82 

who would be arriving in Belgrade shortly, would start conversations 
regarding the first two topics (minorities and freedom to arm). 

In the conversation with Field :Marshal Goring Szt6jay then took 
up the. former's previous observation that in the event of a Germall
Czech conflict Hungary could presumably take part herself and re
ceive her share, but she ought not to rely on Germany's pulling the 
chestnuts out of the fire alone. Szt6jay claims to have replied that 
Hungary was prepared to join the struggle to the best of her ability 
and she was also too proud to accept anything as a gift. In addition, 
Germany had hitherto proceeded warily with regard to the prerequi
site for this, namely, military arrangements. During his visit General 
Keitel told the Hungarian War 1\Iinister that in the event of Hun
garian political participation it would certainly be necessary to talk 
over military matters beforehand. The way this was to be dealt 
with was, as Sztojay informed Field Marshal Goring, a subject for 
conversation during Horthy's forthcoming visit.83 

According to Szt6jay's description, Field :Marshal Goring· then 
stated that, just as Germany would have to be the object of Czech 
provocation before any action could be taken against the Czechs, so 
Hungary could follow suit without any risk after a few days, if she 
for her part had been provoked by the Czechs. According to Szt6-
jay's account Field :Marshal Goring said nothing about the urgency 
of the whole matter. •· 

Szt6jay then informed the Field :Marshal that Kanya would now 
like to initiate via other channels (Italy is obviously meant here) the 
conversation on a possible Yugoslav promise of neutrality which 
had never materialized via Berlin. 

11 Cf. document No. 248, p. 401. 
• Baron BakAch-Bessenyey, whose appointment dated from July 11, 1938. 
• Dorthy visited Germany August 21-25. · 
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Sztojay cJaims to have dealt skeptically with an inquiry by the 
Field Marshal whether Hungary might not be able to induce Rumania 
to remain neutraL Rumania would not act independently, but on 
parallel lines to Yugoslavia. 

As regards Poland Szt6jay told the Field l!arshal that Hun
garian-Polish relations were good. In the conflict in mind Poland 
would demand, apart from the territory populated by persons of 
Polish origin, at the most, minor frontier rectifications on the old 
Hungarian frontier. "Cooperation between Poland and Hungary in 
the conflict envisaged was not entirely out of the question." Thus 
far the description of the conversation which the Hungarian .Minister 
had with the Field Marshal. 

On my inquiring what grounds the Hungarian Government had for 
the assumption which Sztojay lastly expressed to the Field Marshal, 
Szt6jay was unable to give any further information. I described 
German-Polish relations to Sztojay as being good; nevertheless, we 
had not discussed this question with the Poles so far, and would not 
be desirous for the time being of making Hungary our spokesman 
in Warsaw-a certain readines:; so to act was discernible in Szt6jay. 
We should, however, be interested in what Hungary for her part 
knew and learned in the matter. 

Sztojay also asked me whether the rumor circulating here was 
correct to the effect that a foreign AmbllS.'Sador here-this must 
surely have referred to Henderson or Ponc~t-had received the fol
lowing information at the Foreign Ministry: If the requisite Czech 
concessions to the Sudeten Germans were not made by the end of 
August, a new situation would arise, in which we should make fresh 
decwo~ • 

I characterized the rumor to the Hwtgarian as untrue. 
W:m&CB.:ER 

No. 285 
18D/12W8 

TAB G6f"''''UUn. .Aml)(uaadM in. France (Welczeck) to thB 
State Secretary (W eizalicker) 

p .ws, July s, 1938. 

~ "\'\"J:IZS.i.CXEB: lVhile I was having a meal yesterday with 
Bonnei, the Foreign Minister, at a small party, he requested me to 
call on him during next week in order to talk over the situation 
onoo again. I assume· that this conversation will take plaoo at 
~the beginning of the coming week. Now that I know the con· 
tents of the latest conversation between the Reich Minister and 
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Franc,;ois-Poncet of the 23d of last month 84-instruction of July 2, 
Pol. I 1531 g-1 propose employing at the same time the communica~ 
tion I had already made to the Foreign Minister here on :May 25-
telegraphic report of .May 26, No. 259 85-and giving him a powerful 
"injection" once more, strongly. urging him to exert his influence in 
Prague energetically in the interests of maintaining peace. I regard 
this "injection" as all the more necessary, since I hear from a mem
ber of the British Embassy here, whom I know well, and who is, . 
moreover, acquainted with all the details of the conversation men
tioned at the beginning which took place in Berlin on June 23, that 
the French have recently considerably slackened their efforts to in
duce the Czechs to show a more conciliatory attitude toward the 
Sudeten Germans. 

With kind regards, Heil Hitler l 
Yours, WELczEcn: 

No. 286 
2134/466934 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiiclcer) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, July 8, 1938. 
The American Ambassador BGa called on me today in connection 

with current ~atters. The conversation turned to the present quiet 
uttitude of the press toward the Czechoslovak question. As in 
the case of the Netherlands and Belgian Ministers 88 yesterday, I left 
the Ambassador in no doubt as to the fact that the calm tone of the 
press must not lead to the conclusion that we were reassured concern- · 
ing the attitude of the Prague Government toward the Sudeten Ger
mans. Wilson then compared Benes' delaying tactics with his meth
ods of suppressing facts, which were well known to mE§ and himself 
from our both having taken part in the Disarmament Conference. 
W'ith regard to British influence in Prague, I told Wilson that there 
was absolutely no sign of the Czech catastrophe-politicians [Katas
trophenpolitiker] being discouraged. It had never been· stated 
publicly in Britain, or even in France, that the Czechs must not go 
beyond a certain limit of patience if they did not wish finally to 
gamble away the support of the Western Powers in the event of a 
conflict. Wilson entirely agreed with this and remarked that British 

.. Document No. 264, p. 428. The Instruction to Missions embodying Rlbbentrop'l!l 
memorandum Is not printed. 

• Document No. 210, p. 843. 
lila Hugh R. Wilson. 
11 Dr. C. van Rappard and Vlcomte Davignon. 
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policy had been like this for the last 10 years. They certainly did 
not want a war, but neither did they do what was really necessary 
to avoid it. · 

No. 287 
1339/353315-18 

The 0e7'11UJn Ambassador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

PI 1 b/7.38 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

'VARSAW, July 9, 1938. 
(Pol. V 5350) 

Contents: Beck, the Foreign Minister, on the Czechoslovak question. 

In continuation of the conversation on the minorities problem 
today M. Beck turned to ~litical questions. He first drew attention 
to the rumor appearing in French newspnpers for some days past 
that Poland intended to modify her attitude toward Czechoslovakia. 
It was partly maintained also that Poland had already assumed cer
tain commitments vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia. The same rumor was 
being hawked around in diplomatic circles in Prague; the Soviet 
Legation even held that a treaty to this effect had already been con
cluded. As this rumor was growing, and he assumed that it had 
either come to our notice or else would still do so, he attached some 
importance to assuring us right from the start that these assertions 
were entirely without foundation. The Polish Government had not 
modified its attitude toward Czechoslovakia, nor did it intend to do 
so. He requested me to communicate this to Herr von Ribbentrop, 
the Reich Minister. 

M. Beck did not give any further details of the rumors to which 
the above-mentioned dementi referred. I had the impression, how
ever, that it is a question of rumors of similar offers of a treaty, as 
are mentioned in the instruction from Berlin of June 30-Pol. I 
1468 [1486] g 87-and on which I will furthermore report again at a 
later date. 

M. Beck turned again to the situation in Czechoslovakia in the 
coulW" of the conversation, and emphasized that the negotiations 
between the Prague Government and the Polish minority had not 
yielded the slightest result. There was absolutely no question of any 
tangible concessions at all. He discerned great · danger in Czech 
delaying tactics and had expressed his anxiety most emphatically in 

• Document No. 274, p. 447. 
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Paris and London. Furthermore, he could confirm that both the 
French and the British Governments had made a firm demarche in 
Prague once more. 

In conclusion, M. Beck also mentioned that the idea of l}.eutra.lizing 
Czechoslovakia, which he had previously regarded as closed, had re
cently been discussed again. He was wondering who would under
take the guarantee of this State. He regarded the idea as equally 
impracticable as the plan to turn Czechoslovakia into a second 
Switzerland, for which all the prerequisites were lacking, in par
ticular the desire on the part of the separate nationalities to form 
one such community. 

MoLTKE 

No. 288 
340/198877 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN' July 12, 1938. 
With regard to the Czech affair, I explained to Herr von Ribben

trop on the 9th instant that the military schemes which are being 
hatched in our country will lead to a situation where we shall be 
confronted from abroad with the question whether we have warlike 
aims in view or not. In my opinion that very state of affairs will 
then result which Herr von Ribbentrop himself wishes to avoid, 
namely, the alternative of either going through with the whole busi
ness or else making an awkward retreat. With the aid of a certain 
communication from the Supreme Headquarters of the Wehrmacht 
concerning preparations for this summer I substantiated my ~ate
ments more fully, and explained that in the Czech affair we must 
shortly make. new decisions now that the surprise factor had already 
been gambled away. In my opinion the situation must be made plain 
to the FUhrer. · 

The Reich Minister agreed with what I had said. 
With the aid of new material I repeated similar statements to Herr 

von Ribbentrop today. • · 
WEIZSACKER 
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No. 289 
442/221387-89 

The German A:mbassador in France (Welczeck) to the 
State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

P ARIB, July 12, 1938. 
DEAR WEIZSICKEB: During my conversation with Bonnet yesterday, 

which lasted for more than an hour, I gained the impression that 
despite my very energetic remonstrance the Foreign Minister was 
not fully conscious of the gravity of the situation with regard to the 
Czechoslovak question. I have not seen him in such an optimistic 
mood for a long time, and when I finally asked him the reason for his 
optimism he told me, while at the same time repeatedly · stressing 
the confidential nature of our conversation, that a highly respected 
Frenchman, who was shrewd and of sober judgment, had been re
ceived by the Fiihrer at Berchtesgaden on the 27th of last month for 
a conversation lasting about an hour and a. half and had returned 
with the best of impressions. The FUhrer had assured him that we 
had no territorial aspirations in any dil'\)ction and all we wished to 
do w~ to live in peace and friendship with all our neighbors, in
cluding the Czechs. This desire was particularly strong vis-a-vis the 
French, with whom we had no differences. If a rapprochement and 
understanding with France had· not yet taken place, then this was 
primarily because there were still too many Communists in the 
French Government. (Here Bonnet interjected that the FUhrer was 
hardly correctly informed on this point.) The Fiihrer had spoken 
almost the whole time himself and left the impression that he wished 
now to devote himself more to his great tasks. within the Reich. 
Counselor of Legation Schmidt had acted as interpreter and had been 
brought from Rome specially for this purpose. On my inquiring who 
the person was, Bonnet answered hesitantly: General Le Rond. I do 
not know whether you are correctly informed regarding this man who, 
first as commissioner for our eastern territory occupied by the Poles 
after the collapse, and then as President of the Interallied Commission 
at Oppeln during the occupation of Upper Silesia, oppressed and 
harassed the Germans in an outrageous manner • .Moltke, who was 
employed with our Mission at Oppeln at that time, can give you the 
best information about him. Colonel Baron von Bernewitz, whose 
address is Berlin W 15, Xantenerstrasse 9; Telephone, Oliva. 3141, 
with whom I have been friendly since the time we were lieutenants 
together in Berlin, and who was Military Attache in Tokyo before 
the war at the same time as Le Rond, always claimed in those days 
to know from the best sources that Le Rond was a militant Freemason 
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and a full-blooded Jew. He is known here as a member of the In
telligence Service. 

Le Rond claims to have been well acquainted with Field :Uarshal 
Goring for a fairly long time; the Field Marshal had in fact intro
duced him to the FUhrer. 

During the occupation of Upper Silesia, as the representative of 
Upper Silesian industry and agriculture, I negotiated with Le Rond 
on numerous occasions and had sharp clashes with him. As you 
know, I was obliged to leave the country for a time after the two 
attempts made on my life and the looting of my old ·castle by the 
Poles with the aid of the French occupation troops. But this is 
merely by the way. 

Soon after Locarno Le Rond established relations with Jewish 
and intellectual circles in Germany. I once met him at Kiih.lmann's89 

ten or twelve years ago, where ladies from Upper Silesia present 
refused to .shake hands with him. He was regarded at the.t time· as 
a spy by those people who knew him better. 

His report on his conversation has plainly made a deep, optimistic 
impression on Bonnet. The French, of course, are very willing to 
hear what they want to. In any case the tones of the pipes of peace 
have on this occasion drowned the trumpet of war which we have 
sounded from time to time. It should be noted down as the first 
success that General Vuillemin,90 as Bonnet told me, will shortly 
accept the invitation from our Air :Uinistry as a return visit for that 
of General Milch last year. The Foreign ?.finister expressed himself 
as particularly satisfied at the result of the conference of the France
Allemagne at Baden-Baden.91 Herr Brauer,92 who is bringing this 
letter to Berlin, will give you further details. 

Kind regards, 
Heil Hitler! 

Yours, H. WELCZEcx 

• Probably Dr. Richard von Kliblmann, a former State Secretary for Foreign 
Atralrs. 

• The French Chief of the Air Staff. 
., The Comitd France-AUemagne was the chief organ working for collaboration 

between France and Germany. Its director was Comte Fernand de Brinon; 
• Counselor-of the German Embassy In Paris. 
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No. 290 
1579/382066-411 

Th6 Ge1"1114n Amluusador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the German 
Foreign M ini8try 

A. 2824 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

LoNDON, July 14, 1938. 
(Pol. II 2212) 

With reference to instruction Pol. II 1804 I of June 20.113 

Subject: British attitude toward the Soviet treaties with France and 
Czechoslovakia. 

As I have already reported in connection with other matters, the 
British Government's attitude toward the Franco-Soviet Pact is 
today more critical thari before. I know from a reliable source that 
on the occasion of the Franco-British conversations at the end of 
April of this year ihe British gave the French clearly to understand 
how desirable it would be from the point of view of the whole situa
tion in Europe to allow French ties with Soviet Russia to fade more 
and more into the background. This tendency gained further ground 
during the Czech crisis, which made it obvious here, too, that Ger
many was taking very particular exception to the ties between 
Czechoslovakia and Soviet Russia. Prime Minister Chamberlain's 
statements to me, which I have reported elsewhere,94 show what a 
low opinion the British Government has of Soviet Russia. One en
counters again and again among the British public the view that 
Soviet Russia has cut herself off from power politics by Stalin's 
purges. The contemptuous treatment which Kagan, the Soviet 
Russian representative, was obliged to endure in the Nonintervention 
Committee is a further sign of the desire on the part of the British 
not to repeat the mistake of March 1935,911 and to exclude Soviet 
Russia from any discussion on a European settlement. 

VONDmKSEN 

• Not printed. 
• Cf., e.g., document No._266, p. 432. 
• Mr. Eden visited Moscow March 28--31, 1935, after the denundation by Ger

many ot part V of the T_reaty of Versailles. 
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No. 291 
139/125341--42 

The German Minister in Ozeclwslovtikia. ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 232 of July 14 PRAGUE, July 14, 1938-7 p.m. 
Received July 14,1938-9 p.m. 

'Vith reference to telegram of the 13th, No. 178 (Pol IV 4710).98 

I. Hodza-Sudeten German Party discussions have reached most 
critical stage. Up to end of June Sudeten German Party was merely 
asked for information on significance and extent of their proposals 
without any previous exchange of views or statement of the Govern
ment's attitude. On June 30 Sudeten German Party received partial 
drafts of Nationalities Statute and also entirely inadequate draft of 
Language Law. Sudeten German Party's written counterstatement 
already drawn up but not yet submitted to Hodza, since latter held 
back other part of Nationalities Statute until day before yesterday. 
On the other hand, above-mentioned counterstatement already sub
mitted to Vansittart and Bonnet by Sudeten German Party. Docu
ments following by next courier to Berlin.87 Hodza wishes to discuss 
results of deliberations by Government coalition on Tuesday with 
Sudeten German Party and then bring Government bill before Parlia
ment as soon as possible. Sudeten German Party has warned him 
forcefully against unilateral enactment of bills which are inadequate 
and have not been approved by it. Hodza therefore has in mind 
possibly merely skeleton law or resolution, which is to tie down the 
Government Party to a desire for reform in principle. In Dr. Kier's" 
opinion present Czech bills do not contain 75 percent, but at the best 
only 20 percent of safeguard demanded for equality of status. Com
promise impossible for this reason. Chief obstacles Czech refusal 
to recognize equal language statils and distinct char&.cter of the 
people [ V olkspersonlichkeit]. Main reason is fear of Germ&I).y and 
anxiety lest further concessions should pave way for disintegration 
of State and a German attack. · •. 

II. Public opinion still not prepared for concessions by party 
press. Administrative practices tightened up if anything. Military 
precautionary measures recently introduced. 

III. Ktofta officially optimistic, considers extent of concessions 

• Not printed. 
"At this point there is penciled the word "when?" probably in Weizsiicker's 

writing. 
• A former Austrian Nazi with connections with the Sudeten German Party, 

who worked at the Institvl filr Oetfen..tlichu Reclll tmd Yol~h.l In Berlin. 
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planned to he exceptional and has obviously not realized the gravity 
of the situation. Newton, too, is of the opinion that Czechs' inten
tions are good and that the Sudeten Germans should exercise moder
ation. He is against recognition of distinct character of the people 
[folkspersihllichlceit], because this means federalization; in any case 
understands nothing of details and psychological aspect of nation
alities dispute. Kundt considers a useful result of negotiations pos
sible in the winter at the earliest under pressure of economic distress 
on Czechs. Influential Czech has given me a similar verdict. In my 
opinion strong joint pressure by Germany, Britain, and France 
would he required in the present state of affairs in order to open the 
Czechs' eyes. Otherwise, renewed aggravation of internal situation 
likely. 

EISENWHR 

No. 292 
139/12334H8 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiiclcer) for the Foreign Minuter 

BERLIN, July 15, 1938. 

The British Ambassador called on me today after his week's stay 
in London and spoke in calm but serious tones about the political 
situation. 

His resume of the official British view yielded nothing fresh: No 
one in Britain wanted war; Chamberlain and Halifax, who was in 
complete agreement with him, were working doggedly at the task of 
making the Czechs see reason and alter their policy. In the same 
way they were determined to continue the unpopular task of bringing 
about a rapprochement with Germany. However, both were anxious 
about its success. Developments were moving toward a crisis. I told 
Henderson in reply that I missed two things in his account, namely, 
details of the effect of British influence in Prague and, furthermore, 
an explanation why it had not been definitely stated either in London 
or in Paris that there were limits to British and French patience 
with the stubborn and dangerous methods of the Prague Government. 

With regard to the.latter point, Henderson did indeed object that 
it W&S-llot possible to warn Prague properly in public without giving 
encouragement to the Sudeten Germans at the same time. My re
peated remark that it was absolutely necessary in the interests of 
peace to discourage the Czech crisis-makers and catastrophe-politicians 
[ K atastrophenpolitiker] was nevertheless accepted without demur 
by Henderson, who also did not question my doubts as to the effective
ness of Newton, the British .Mi.n.i..sf:.er in Prague. 
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As he has done previously, Henderson then asserted that the British 
Government could not meddle with the details of the negotiations 
between Hodza and Henlein without assuming too great a responsi
bility. The Ambassador acknowledged my observation that in the 
event of a real crisis Britain would have to bear a much greater 
responsibility still, nor did he deny my further statements that it 
would be better for Britain at the present stage, when the contesting 
parties in the Czech State were massing their forces, so to speak, to 
control them at the starting point and put them in their proper place. 
With the aid of the telegraphic report No. 232 from Herr Eisenlohr99 

nnd the article on page 16 ot The Times of the 13th instant, I told 
Henderson that an effort ought to be made to realize that the Czech 
offer today represented not 75 percent, but a mere 20 percent of what 
might reasonably be expected and why this was so. As soon as I .was 
in possession of further material I would be glad to give him proof 
of this. If i.t was stated semiofficially-Henderson himself described 
the afore-mentioned article in The Times as approximating very 
closely to the official view-that the apparently imminent legislatio!]. in 
Prague would at any rate be a considerable advance, to which further 
measures could be added later, a heavy responsibility was thus already 
being taken. By this very means the British Government was frus
trating all moderating influence on Prague, and I could not but 
warn them urgently against this. They seemed to think in London 
that it was a sort of mathematical game, while in the settling of the 
Sudeten German problem it was a matter of human beings and a 
preeminently psychological task. Who could restrain the Sudeten 
Germans when something was imposed upon them which they had 
not approved and could not approve~ The German Government, too, 
cooperation with which Henderson again asserted was desirable;was 
not in a position to keep a firm hold on the Sudeten Germans and above 
all stand security for them. Only the concessions which had been due 
from Prague for the last 20 years could be of assistance here. I went 
on to express the opinion that perhaps the German press had made 
a mistake in being so quiet during recent weeks. It seemed to me as 
though :M. Krofta and others still did not realize to what extent they 
were playing with fire. 

Henderson listened attentively to all this, made several notes and 
stated, with the request not to let it go any farther, that in London 
they were displeased with both Prague and Paris. The British 
Government were hoping during the impending Royal visit,! at 
which Lord Halifax would also be present, to be able to exert influ-

• Document No. 291, aupra. 
1 The Klnr and Queen, wltb Lord Halifax, vlslted Paris July 19-22, 1938. 
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ence o~ Paris. However, Henderson mentioned· at the same time 
without special emphasis, but quite definitely, that the determination 
of the British publio if necessary to resort to arms if a European 
war should break out was perceptibly stronger during his visit this 
time than it was on the last occasion. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 293 
1613/386887 

The GertrUln Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr J to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A.m. 2. allg. PRAGUE, July 16, 1938. 
SECBET (Pol. I 1620) 

I learn from a reliable source that a person in touch with circles 
closest to President BeneS recently made the following statements:-

1. On :May 21, 2,000 Russian aircraft were ready for action. 
2. At present there are in Czechoslovakia. 400 Russian aircraft 

whose crews have been incorporated into the Czechoslovak Army. 
3. If war breaks out the Sudeten German area is to be laid waste 

and the forests set on fire. 
4. Prague is to be evacuated with the exception of about 250,000 

persons who could take refuge .in air-raid shelters. 

I pass this information on to you with the greatest reserve and 
request you to forward it to the War Ministry. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 294 
139/125362-63 

T'M British Ambassador in Germany (Henders()fl,) to the 
State Secretary (W eizsiicker )3 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
BERLIN, July 18,1938. 

MY DEAR. STATE SECRETARY: You will remember that on Saturday 
night I sent you a m:essage to the effect that :Mr. Newton was sending 
observers at once to the areas in which it was alleged that a. partial 
Czechoslovak mobilization was taking place. The observers com· 

• This letter is in English in the originaL 
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pleted their tour of the district on Sunday and have now submitted 
the following telegraphic report from ~achod: 

"We have visited the areas Ticin,4 Trautenau, Braunau, Nachod; 
there is no evidence of the presence of troops other than normal gar
risons. Frontier posts and-fortifications manned on May 21 are now 
weakly garrisoned by skeleton formations. Roads are entirely free 
of road blocks other than permanent communication controls. There 
is no evidence of transport requisitions. We have authority for say· 
ing that no troops have marched through Braunall) and the whole 
area so far visited shows no signs of the activity alleged to be in 
process. Soldiers of the 22d and 48th Infantry Regiments and of 
the 2d Mountaineer Regiment are on normal Sunday leave." 

Yours sincerely, NEVILE HENDERSON 
This report can be relied upon and I sincerely hope that you will 

be able to prevent the press from adding to the difficulties of a 
situation, already difficult enough. N. H.6 

No. 295 · 
F20/12l'i 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 
. . 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, July 18, 1938. 
The Italian Ambassador desired to learn from me today what the 

British Ambassador had discussed with me on the 15th instant,11 I 
gave Attolico the substance of the conversation. 

Attolico followed up my information with the remark that it 
might well be that his fellow countrymen who had been here recently, 
such as General Russo, General Pariani,7 and others, were of the 
opinion that France would not resort to military intervention. in a 
German-Czech conflict. He, Attolico, did not actually know what 
the opinion of his own Government was regarding this, but he per
sonally was of the opinion that these fellow countrymen he had 
mentioned were mistaken, for in the case in question France had 
only the choice between intervention and the complete renunciation 
of her position as a Great Power. The latter, however; would not 
happen. ,, 

• Presumably a misprint for Ji<!in, which, like the other places mentioned, lies 
near the frontier In northeast Bohemia. 

• The postscript is In handwriting in the original. 
•ct. document No. 292, p. 488. 
'General Parlanl, the Italian Chief of the General Staff, visited Germany In 

early July, being received by Hitler on July 11. General Russo, Chief of Staff of 
the Fascist Militia, visited Germany on July 15 on a week's visit to Lutze, Chief 
of the Staff of the SA. 

797664--411--vol. U-37 
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[Longhand note:]& 
For Reich Minister only. 
Attolico remarked also that we had certainly made our intentions 

regarding the Czech State perfectly plain to the Italians. He was 
also sufficiently acquainted with the time limit to take perhaps an· 
other 2 months' holiday now, but certainly no more. 

As an instance of the views of other Governments, Attolico men· 
tioned that the Rumanian Government had refused the request for 
leave made by its Minister in Berlin. 

No.296 
139/125358-GO 

The German Ambtusador in Italy (Jfackeme:n) to the German 
Foreign Jf inutry 

Telegram 

TOP 8ECBET RollE, July 18, 1938-10 p.m. 
No. 192 of July 18 Received July 19, 1938-1:20 a.m. 

Top secret. During conversation with Imredy today, in which 
Kanya. also joined later, had impres>ion that chief reason for state 
visit to Rome,s.a which was due to Hungarian initiative, was Hun· 
garian desire for speedier establishment of personal contacts between 
new Hungarian Prime Minister ·and Duce. 

Czaky, Kanya's Chef d.e Cabinet, stres>ed in ensuing conversation 
Hungarian desire to clarify, beyond all doubt, what attitude llusso
lini would adopt in a. case where Hungary might be obliged by force 
of circumstances to resort to military intervention against Czecho. 
slovakia in connection with an armed clash between Czechoslovakia. 
and a third power. Question was of greatest importance since public 
opinion in Hungary would sweep away any Government which was 
content to look on inactive in such an event. Besides, he knew from 
an absolutely reliable source that Poland would intervene immediately 
in such an event; thus for this reason alone no Hungarian Govern· 
ment could remain purely passive. Reason alone demanded that the 
possibility of such complications should be reckoned with, since 
Hungarian Government no longer had any doubts that Bene8, con· 
fident of French assistance, wished to bring about such complications 

'This note is in Welzsiicker's handwriting. The memorandum also bears an 
arrow in pencil pointing to this passage and a note in Ribbentrop's writing. 
.. Fuhrer's folder" (Jlappe FtiArer]. 

The whole document was submitted in evidence at Nuremberg (2800-PS) • 
.. Imredy, the Hungarian Prime Minister, and Kanya, the Foreign lllnlster, 

visited Rome JulylS-20. 
Imred,r, Kanya, and the Regent, Horthy, were to visit Germany August 21-25. 
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by means of provocative acts with which he was already working 
against Hungary today. 

As early as 1934 1\fussolini had made it quite clear that if, in such 
an event Yugoslavia should march into Hungary, Italy would be 
at her post. It had now to be established whether alteration in Italo
Yugoslav relations had changed this attitude of M:ussolini's or 
whether, as before, he was still prepared to advocate the point of 
view that any possible military action by Hungary against the Czech 
State, even if the latter did not attack but Hungary herself was the 
first to take action, would not constitute an unprovoked attack on 
Yugoslavia, and was, moreover, prepared to ~raw from this view the 
conclusi()n that immediate military action must be taken by Italy 
against Yugoslavia. 

On my remarking that it was surely of prim1try importance tlutt 
Hungarian Government should not from the outset base its policy 
internally on the necessity for immediate military action against 
Czech State, but better still choose moment in such a way that Y ugo
slav Government should be spared dilemma of having to choose 
between obligations toward Little Entente and her desire (certainly 
evinced by Stoyadinovich) to steer Yugoslavia clear of military 
complications over Czechoslovakia, Czaky replied witb considerable 
gravity that, in view of the prevailing mood in Hungary, any Hun
garian statesman who hesitated 'at such a time would be shot down. 
Naturally the Government would, when the moment came, do its 
utmost to choose the best time for active intervention. However, 
its freedom of action was limited. With the request for it to be 
treated as strictly confidential, Count Czaky hinted in this connec
tion that Regent himself would scarcely yield to restraining influe~ces 
1tt such a juncture, and made veiled suggestion that his visit to Berlin . 
might give the Fuhrer opportunity of exerting influence accordingly. 

MACKEN SEN 

No. 297 
289/183261 .. 
Minute by the State Secretary (lVeizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, July 19, 1938. 
I requested the British Ambassador to call on me today in order, 

in continuation of our conversation of the 15th instant9 and on the 
basis of material received in the meantime concerning the now defined 
Czech program of legislation, to explain· to the Ambassador how· 

• Cf. document No. 292, p. 488. 
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completely inadequate Czech concessions were in actual fact. I ad
hered in the main to our directive of today to our Missions-Pol. IV 
482810-and endeavored primarily to make it plain to the Ambassa
dor that in the forthcoming Prague laws there was not even a hint 
of any attempt being made to bring about what he himself had pre
viously described as indispensable--for instance, to Herr Woermann 
-namely, the transformation of Czechoslovakia into a Nationalities 
State. 

The Ambassador listened to my expose without demur and only 
in the case of points 6 and 8 of the well-known eight demands of 
Konrad Henlein, namely, reparation for inflicted wrongs and pro
fession of German ideology, did he for his part make certain 
reservations. 

Henderson said he wished this same day to forward this informa
tion to Lord Halifax, who was at present in Paris. He again showed 
signs of considerable anxiety and expressed the opinion that we were 
without any doubt heading for a crisis. I admitted that this was 
so in the event, particularly, of British policy not succeeding in 
diverting P:rague from its mistaken and dangerous course. 

When Henderson asked me whether the German Government for 
their part would be reassured if Konrad Henlein for his part reached 
agreement with Hodza, I replied without hesitation that that was, 
of course, understood. ' 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 298 
139/125367-70 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy 
in Great Britain 

Telegram 

BERLIN, July 19, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4828, Ang. II) 

For information and guidance for conversation. 
Konrad Henlein, leader of the Sudeten German element; put for

ward, as is well known, eight demands to Czechoslovak Government 
on .Q.Ccasion of speech at Karlsbad on April 24, 1938, the fulfillment 
of which might form the basis for peaceful existence side by side of 
German and Czech peoples within framework of Czechoslovak State. 
These demands were: 

·1. Establishment of complete equality of German national group 
with the Czech people. 

• Document No. 298, infra. 
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2. Recognition ·of the Sudeten German national group as a legal 
entity for the safeguarding of this position of equality within the 
State. 

3. Confirmation and recognition of the Sudeten German settle
ment area. 

4. Building up of Sudeten German self-government in the Sudeten 
German settlement area in all branches of public life, insofar as 
questions affecting the interests and a1fa.irs of the German national 
group are involved. · 

5. Introduction of legal provisions for the protection of those 
Sudeten German citizens living outside the defined settlement area 
of their national group. · 

6. Removal of wrong done to the· Sudeten German element since 
1918, and compensation for damage su1fered through this wrong. 

7. Recognition and enforcement of the principle: German public 
servants in the German area. 

8. Complete freedom to profess adherence to the German national 
entity [Volkstum] and German ideology. 

Since :May 23 informatocy conversationS have taken place between 
Sudeten· German Party and Czechoslovak Government which have 
been handled in a dilat-ory manner by the latter and without any 
concrete examination of material. From the Sudeten German Party 
side detailed explanatory comments on Karlsbad demands were sub-. 
mitted, to which Czechoslovak Government has now replied with 
drafts of Nationalities Statute (including administrative reform) 
and new Language Law. According to reports available so far, 
Government bills, which are shortly to be laid before Prague Parlia
ment, reveal absolutely no trace of any real attempt to deal with 
Sudeten German demands. Draft of statute constitutes scarcely 
more than an outwardly not unskillful amalgamation of laws and regu
lations already in existence, which have not only proved inadequate 
in practice but also have partly brought about present untenable 
position. 

Regarding the details of the treatment of the eight ·demands by 
Czechoslovak Government following comment ~ust be made: 

Ref. 1: Full equality of status continues to be refused. Czechs 
cling to idea of National State of which they claim leadership. 
National groups are regarded as minorities and treated as such. 
Apart from fact that Sudeten Germans laid claim to be regarded 
as independent national group and not as minority, it should be 
pointed out that, according to previous experiences, absolutely all 
regulations for the protection of minorities made by a dictated peace, 
which ignore the principle of equality of status, have failed wherever 
national groups hving together in compact settlements are involved. 

Ref. S: Demand for recognition of Sudeten German national group 
as a legal personality continues to be disregarded. 
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Ref. 3: .Absolutely nothing is being done to meet desire for con· 
firmation and recognition of Sudeten German settlement area. 

Ref. ,4.: Statute does not take into consideration demand for build
ing up of self-government in the Sudeten German settlement area. 
Re~rg!l'niza~ion of the administration is only contemplated insofar 
as hnnted .rights of ~lf-~ov:ernment are to. be gr.anted ~ the provinces 
of Bohemia, MoraVJa-Silesia, and Slovakia which are m existence at 
present. Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia, in which the chief German 
settlement areas are situatedt however, possess Czech majorities, so 
that Germans can be outvoted on all important questions. Bill does 
indeed provide for establishment of national cviriae in provincial 
diets and also in district and communal self-administrative councils, 
but nevertheless does not grant them anzr. legislative rights. Their 
powers are to be limited to the issue of 'more detailed regulations" 
to state and provincial laws insofar as they apply to a few matters 
concerning members of the nationality involved (e.g., conduct of 
communal affairs, social questions, matters relating to associations, 
agricultural questions, etc.). Besides this, the right of assent to 
regulations in cultural, national, and educational matters within the 
scope of the provincial diet is reserved for the curiae. The latter 
means in practice that differences between nationalities at present in 
evidence m the central Parliament will henceforth be transferred 
to the subordinate organs of government as well. 
. Ref. 5: With regard to protection for Sudeten Germans, who are 
living outside the compact German settlement area, existing inade
quate regulations are not being augmented. 

Ref. 6: There is no mention ot reparation in the bill. 
Ref. 7: Recognition of principle "German public servants in Ger

man territory" is restricted to civil service, whereby it remains un
defined where boundary between civil and other service actually lies 
under jurisdiction of· National Defense Law. As regards military 
service the practice of defaming Germans, as hitherto, is obvious!~ 
to be retained. Bill, moreover, contains clauses which in "special' 
cases; which are not specified in detail, give Government complete 
freedom in making appointments to official posts. Finally, a start on 
creation of a body of German officials is only to be made for the 
present in the case of new appointments. Present intolerable state 
of affairs, whereby Germans are governed in their own territory by 
Czechs, would therefore be retained for years to come. / 

Ref. 8: Nothing is being done regardmg demand for full liberty 
to profess adherence t~ German national entity and German ideo~ogy. 
It is, nevertheless, eVIdent from numerous speeches and pubhshed 
pronouncements by leading Czech personages that there Is a com
plete lack of understanding for this claim. 

~ . 
As regards draft of new Language Law it can be established that 

equality of status is not granted here either; instead, the privileged 
position of the Czechoslovak language is expressly laid down once 
more. PrevioUs regulation, whereby equality of status of German 
and Czech languages recognized if more than 20 percent of either 
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section of population are living in one district, is modified so that 
in future 15 percent is sufficient to determine this. This scarcely 
constitutes an advantage for Germans, while Czechs domiciled in 
region populated by Germans, whose numbers have in many cases 
risen to between 15 and 20 percent by means of artificial immigration 
of officials, settlers, etc., would derive main profit from this. 

Altogether, bills prove that Czechoslovak Government is not willing 
to abandon previous intransigent attitude toward Germans. In fact, 
they refuse on practically all important points to grant full equality 
of status with the Czechs to the 3% million strong German national 
group, which, together with the region populated by latter, was in
corporated into Czechoslovakia against its will in 1919. 

Directive with detailed political and legal opinion on Czechoslovak 
bills on nationality problem is reserved for a later date. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 299 
289/183265-67 

The German Am7uusador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 338 of July 19 LoNDON, July 19, 1938. 
Received July 20, 1938-9:30 a.m. 

During my conversation today with Cadogan, the Under.Secretary 
of State, I spoke to him eoncerning the present situation in Czecho
slovakia. Employing the material forwarded in telegram No. 229 
of July 1511 I gave him a detailed description of the extremely un
satisfactory state of the negotiations in Prague and the completely 
inadequate concessions which the Czech Government had made 
to the Sudeten Germans so far. Even from the formal point 
of view the action of the Czech Government left something to be 
desired; the Sudeten Germans had not even been brought in for 
discussion of their proposals nor a comprehensive communication 
made on the Czech project. A compromise on the basis of the pro
posals by the Czech Government announced so far was out of the 
question, since it corresponded to scarcely 20 percent of the demands 
put forward by the- Sudeten Germans. Suitable preparation of 
public opinion in Czechoslovakia for· this by the press was com
pletely lacking; military precautions were being introduced. Czech 
Government circles were seeking by feigned optimism to gloss over 
the actual unsatisfactory state of affairs. 

111 Not printed, but ct document No. 298, p. 494. 
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Sir Alexander Cadogan, who had made detailed notes on my state· 
ments, replied that he sincerely regretted this unpleasant situation; 
the British Government was striving continuously, almost daily, to 
hold the Czech Government to a speedy and generous method of 
conducting negotiations; he was not acquainted with the individual 
points and the present discussion of them by both parties. He 
would, however, press once more in Prague for all possible speed, 
since the British Government were fully aware how important it 
was to reach an agreement as soon as possible. 
· Cadogan then turned to last Saturday's D.N.B. reports of Czech 
military measures and gave me a report to read from the two British 
observers stationed. in Czechoslovakia,12 who had inspected the parts 
of the frontier region mentioned in the D.N.B. report and had come 
to the· conclusion that there was no sign of military preparations 
there; they had met near Braunau soldiers of the 24th. and 48th 
Czech Infantry Regiments who were on Sunday leave. In this con· 
nection Cadogan requested that influence should be brought to bear 
on the organs of the German press as far as possible so that they 
shoqld exercise the greatest caution in circulating alarming reports, 
since the public throughout the world was extremely nervous and 
easily excit_ed. The observers' report has also been forwarded to the 
British Embassy in Berlin. 

I replied that in the parts of ·the frontier region not visited by the 
observers military measures could have been taken which had escaped 
their notice; that such preparations had been planned was evident 
from the information I had given to him, which had already reached 
Berlin a few days before the Saturday in question. Furthermore, 
we could not be deprived of our right to report Czech military meas
ures as soon as information about them reached us. This was one 
of the lessons we had learned from the Czech week-end crisis. 

Cadogan again 'expressed the hope that the tense situation in 
Prague might soon be relaxed. 

I would be grateful for telegraphic instructions on the evidence 
which led to the D.N.B. ~eport. _ 

DIRKSEN 

•• Cf. document No. 294, p. 490. 
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No. 300 
1650/392051-55 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Poland (Wuhlisch) to the 
Ge1"1J'')Jn Foreign Ministry 1 

P VII 47/42/7.38 WARSAW, July 19, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4850) 

Reference to instruction of 8th of last month, Pol. IV 3906.13 

Subject: Flights by Soviet aircraft over Rumanian territory. 
I hear from a reliable and usually well·informed source that the 

question of the flight of Soviet Russian aircraft over Rumanian terri
tory was the subject of discussions between the Polish and Rumanian 
military authorities at the last visit of the Rumanian General Staff 
to Warsaw.u The Chief of the Rumanian General Staff is said to 
have stated that Rumania could not forbid aircraft ordered by 
Czechoslovakia in Russia to fly over Rumanian territory, just as the 
Greeks were allowed to bring the aircraft they had bought in Poland 
through Rumanian territory to Greece. It is said that General 
Smigly·Rydz was inclined to make the best of this not very satis
factory answer, but Foreign Minister Beck did not agree to the 
matter's being dealt with in such a way and made energetic repre
sentations in Bucharest against Soviet aircraft flying over Rumanian 
territory, which, however, have so far remained without effect. 

I hear that up to the present about forty aircraft of Soviet Russian 
manufacture, flown by Czech pilots and provided with Czech mark· 
ings, have been flown from Russia to Czechoslovakia via Rumania. 
Furthermore, a Japanese Foreign Ministry courier is said to have 
seen twelve Czech pilots in Kiev on July 10 who were waiting for 
aircu.ft to be delivered to them in order to fly· them to Czechoslo
vakia. 

I enclose a report from the Air Attache on a conversation with the 
Rumanian Military Attache15 here about this subject. 

'*Not printed. Cf. document No. 263, p. 427. 
1' General lonescu visited Warsaw for a week from May SO. 
11 Maj. N. Balculescu. 

WuBLiscH 
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[Enclosure] 

M erMrandum by the Air Attache of the German Emba~sy 
in Poland ( Gerstenberg) 

W ARSAW7 July 19, 1938. 
Enclosure 1) to report 23/38 WarsawjBerlin. 
Su~ject: Passage of Soviet aircraft and troops through Rumania to 

Czechoslovakia. 
On July 19 I had a lengthy discussion with the Rumanian 1\filitary 

and Air Attache here who had just returned from leave in Bucharest. 
The following resulted from this talk:.:.._ 

Ferrying .of Soviet Aircraft: 
I received confirmation that Soviet aircraft purchased by the 

Czechs have flown over Rumania in several installments since the end 
of May. The total number of aircraft involved is about thirty-five. 
The types were not known to him. 

Rumania had made it a condition that the aircraft purchased 
should be provided with Czech markings, Czech crews, and no arms 
when being transported. The Rumanians enforced these terms by 
obliging one aircraft of each installment to make a landing. 
· There was no excuse for preventing the passage of the purchased 

aircraft, as Polish aircraft, too,. have been flown to Bulgaria over 
Rumanian territory. 

Railway Bridges: 
It is said that the bridge at Tiraspol is at present the only railway 

bridge over the Dniester. The other two bridges at Rybniza and 
Mohilev are stated to be destroyed on the Rumanian side. However, 
the Russians could only erect bridges with Rumania's consent. 

He did not know whether Russian railway troops were carrying 
out maneuvers on the Dniester. 

Tram port of War Materials: 
The Rumanians are believed to have permitted hitherto only the 

transport of spare parts for the aircraft purchased. 

Pa~sage of Troops: . 
In event of war the passage of Soviet troops for the support of 

'Czechoslovakia would be opposed by Rumania just as she would 
oppose the passage of aircraft, because Rumania is bound by her 
treaty with Poland. . 

Rumania, however, could only oppose the Russians with success 
~ if she were not alone. 
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Opposition could only be· contemplated at all if the potential war 
situation in Eastern Europe were not hopeless for Rumania from 
the start. 

The opinion of the Military Attache on this point was that the 
passage of Soviet troops in large numbers through Rumania would 
be impracticable from a strategic angle and would take far too 
much time; it is therefore improbable. 

Soviet ManeuveriJ in the Ukraine: 
In the opinion of the Rumanian Military Attache the Russian 

maneuvers in the Ukraine do not signify anything out of the 
ordinary. 

·They are similar to those which took place 3 years ago in White 
Russia. He considers it improbable that the number taking part is 
2% million. 

Commencement of Duties in Rumania: 
I am postponing taking up duties in Bucharest until July 28 

(10-12 days) in order to check the above data. General Negrescu's 
Commission 16 also returns on this· date~ 

(}ERSTENBERG 

No. 301 
139/125364,--65 

1'he State Secretary (Weizsiicker) to the British Ambassador 
in Germany (Henderson) 

BERLIN, July 20, 1938. 
MY DEAR AMBASSADOR: I thank you for ·your letter of July ~8,17 

in which you communicated to me the result of the evidence obtained 
by the British observers regarding military movements on the Ger
man-Czechoslovak frontier. The negative result of the tour by the 
observers concerned is in marked contrast with information available 
here, w.hich is based partly on reports from eyewitnesses in the 
regions concerned, and partly on observations which anyone was in 
the position to make from across the German frontier. From £his 
the fact of a fresh reinforcement of the Czech garrisons in the fron
tier region is established beyond all doubt, even though it must also 
be admitted that this was not done in the space of a few hours, as in 
May, but was spread out over several days and was thus less con-

11 General Negrescu was head of the Supplies Depar~ment of the Rumanian 
Air Force, He visited Berlin early in July, together with the head of the 
Rumanian Antiaircraft Defense, to inspect German aircraft factories and Air 
Force stations. 

"Document No. 294, p. 490. 
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spicuous. I should like to add that the Czech regular Army, as is 
generally known, has been almost in a state of full mobilization 
since May, the calling up of reservists being therefore only necessary 
on. a small scale. Furthermore, the afore-mentioned movements were 
for the. most part completed by July 17, the day when the British 
gentlemen made their tour, so that on this day troop movements 
could hardly have been observed any more from the main roads. 

In contrast to the report made by the British observers, it is quite 
certain from the above that a reinforcement of the garrisons in the 
Czech frontier zone did take place. 

WEIZSACK.ER 

No. 302 
139/12G318 

Minute by t'M State Secretary (Weizslicker) for the Ft;reign Minister 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, July 20, 1938. 
The British Ambassador yesterday expounded the following thesis 

to me for the second time within a few days: 
In states under authoritarian rule like Germany everything de

pends on the decisions of the one leading personage. In previous 
posts, e.g., in Belgrade, where. similar conditions prevailed, he had 
been, and he could say this without wishing to boast, on such inti
mate terms with the King that he could at any time make his views 
known direct to the deciding authority. He definitely believes that 
if he, Henderson,. were to have the opportunity to speak· with the 
Fuhrer personally, he could induce the FUhrer to take a more favor· 
able view of British policy than the FUhrer apparently held at pres
ent. He believed that the positive desire to settle the present Czech 
crisis by peaceful means, and by building upon this to e1fect a com
prehensive improvement in Anglo-German relations, would certainly 
be in accordance with the FUhrer's intentions also. His idea was to 
use his influence to this eft'ect, if the Fuhrer spoke with him. 

On neither of the two occasions ·on which the Ambassador ex
pressed himself in similar terms did he expressly request to be re
ceived in audience by the Fuhrer. His suggestions cannot, however, 
be mterpreted otherwise. 

To be submitted herewith to the Reich Minister. 
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No. 303 
340/198879-80 

Minute by the State Secreta'l"!/ (Weizsiiclcer) 

BERLIN, July 20, 1938. 
Reich Minister von Krosigk18 requested me to call on him today 

in order to obtain information for the assessment of the tasks . of 
finance policy for the immediate future, which he in fact wished to 
secure from Reich Minister von Ribbentrop. As Herr von Ribben· 
trop is not available for consultation at present, Herr von Krosigk 
fell back upon me. _ 

With regard to the Czechoslovak question, which ·was the subject 
of our conversation, I informed Herr von Krosigk that, on instruc
tions from the Foreign Minister, the Foreign Ministry had to use 
strong language to the effect that the German-Czech affair. was no 
concern of the Western Powers; if they intervened by force, then 
this would be regarded as a war of aggression or conquest, which 
would result in a most decisive defeat. Herr von Ribbentrop had 
also used this language vis-a-vis the French and British Ambassadors 
weeks ago. · 

Certainly in my own view, as I told Herr von Krosigk, the matter 
would not quite work out as was generally expected, namely, that in 
the event of a German-Czech conflict the question as to what France 
and Britain will do will arise first and will have to be answered. 
Rather would other matters such as military preparations for~ an 
alternative upon us at an earlier stage, which would either mean tha.t 
we should have to go through with the whole business or else make· 
an awkward retreat. I should also have liked to impress thi_s per
sonal opinion of mine on Herr von Ribbentrop, who naturally also 
wished to avoid such an alternative, but I did not know how the 
Fuhrer regarded the matter. It was maintained that it had beell 
reported to the FUhrer that we were in a position to endure a war 
of very long duration and to feed ourselves from the regions situated · 
to the east of Germany. I was unable to judge who was responsible 
for advising the Fuhrer on these questions. Field Marshal <:foring 
had recently had a conversation with the FUhrer. I was not able 
to reply to Herr von Krosigk with any certainty whether Herr von 
Neurath had also conferred ·with the FUhrer . 

.. The Minister of Finance. 
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No. 30-1 
140/198882 

· Ruord by tAe State Secretary (Weiuacker) of a Olmversatilm With 
tll.e Foreign Jlinister18a 

BERLIN, July 21, 1938. 
In two discu.s:;ions Herr von Ribbentrop earnestly enjoined me to 

ensure that the Foreign Ministry speaks clearly and firmly about the 
Czechoslovak: question to all and sundry. If necessary we would run 
the risk of a full-scale war with the Western Powers even now and 
win it, too. The French must be decisively beaten in a large-scale 
battle in western Germany. We were provided with raw materials 
for a war of no matter what duration; Goring was directing aircraft 
production in such a way that we were superior to all opponents. 

At this I remarked that it was necessary to speak: to third parties 
in such a way as to obtain credence. And even if it was our business 
to fool foreign countries, it was nevertheless our duty not to dupe 
one another. I did not believe that we should win this war. It was 
a fundamental truth that a country can only be conquered if it is 
either occupied or starved out. It was utopian to wish to bring 
about this state of affairs with aircraft; I did not therefore under
stand how the war was to be won, and I was just as incredulous 
about our powers of endurance. · 

Herr von Ribbentrop then admitted that consideration might also 
be given to postponing the war against Czechoslovakia and, during 
the clash with France and Great Britain, expected at some time or 
other, i.e., in a few years' time, disposing of the Czech problem 
simultaneously in the form of a secondary theater of war. Regarded 
from the military point of view, he believed that time was on our side. 

I supplemented these observations with my previous proposal to 
accelerate the process of the chemical dissolution of the Czech State 
by means of economic pressure. I added, however, that, as previously 
discussed, there could be no surprise action by Germany, since every
one knew about it; it was merely a question of finding the right 

·answer, which would not prejudice later decisions, to imminent in-
quiries from foreign· countries as to the reason for our military 
prepa!!tions. Ribbentrop did not question this. 

.. This document 1.8 unsigned, but the last line bas been addl'd in handwriting 
which bas been Identified as Weizsacker'R. 
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No. 305 
289/183280 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 

BERLIN, July 22, 1938. 
The British Counselor of Embassy 19 paid me a short visit today, 

in order-as he said___;to tell me the following on behalf of his Am
bassador as a result of our recent correspondence (see appendix) :20 · 

If certain military preparations had been made by the Czechs, this 
could be credited to the great a we in which the Czechs held the 
striking power and preparedness of the German Army. 

I called Mr. Forbes' [sic] attention to the ambiguity of this state
ment and agreed the following points, jointly with him: 

That, even in the British view, a state of partial mobilization pre-
vailed in Czechoslovakia; · 

That the Czechs perhaps feigned fear of Germany; 
That the British Government, however, did not wish to ascribe to . 

us any ill intentions toward Czechoslovakia; and had no intention 
of finding excuses for this partial Czech mobilization. 

I answered a further remark by Forbes about how ·valuable it 
would be if our press could maintain calm in the Czech question, by 
saying that I hoped that the Czech Government would make possibl~ 
such an attitude of calm on our part. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 306 
1650/392057 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 

BERI.J:N, July 22, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 4922) 

The Hungarian Minister inquired today. what information we had 
on the Czech Nationalities legislation. I put him au courant, on the 
lines of the recent circular instruction.21 " 

M. Szt6jay further remarked that somewhat diYergent views were 
held in Budapest on the probable attitude of Russia to a German
Hungarian-Czech conflict. The Hungarian Legation in Moscow re
ported that Russia would undertake military intervention. From 
Warsaw and the Baltic States came reports that Russia would 

11 Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes. 
• Appendix not printed. The letters referred to are those printed as documents 

Nos. 294 and 301, pp. 490 and 501. 
11 Cf. document No. 298, p, 494. 
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not be in a position to participate.. In Budapest the opinion was 
that Russia would at any rate a$.Lst with aircraft. It was assumed 
that these aircraft would be flown over Rumanian territory ostensibly 
as onanned machines bought by Czechoslovakia, manned by Cze<"h 
crews. I suggested to the Minister whether the Rumanian Govern
ment should not, perhaps through Warsaw, be taxed with their atti
tude to the whole question of the passage of aircraft and troops. 
The Minister seized on the suggestion. 

WEIZSACK£R 

[Longhand note:] To the Director of Pol. IV. Resubmit with the 
reports on Russian aircraft flying over Rumania, recently laid before 
the Secretary of State, as soon as they are returned. H[ EINBURG,] 24:. 

No. 307 
131112$3H 

Jlinut~ "by tAe StattJ Secretary (W eiuiicker) fw t1ae F qreign iJ/ iniste,. 

sr.cu:r BERLL~, July 22, 1938. 

Gauleiter Forster visited me today to report briefly on his stay 
in England.12 He mentioned a great number of prominent British 
people with whom he had been in contact. Halifax was the only one 
he had not met, and the Poles had been responsible for this. It had 
been impressed upon him by ali· quarters in Britain that a German 
attack on Czechoslovakia would mean war with Britain. He, Forster, 
had gone to Berchtesgaden with this impression and had returned 
from there converted. 

No.308 
J.2UJ33I,588.-I 

Tla8 Ce1'1Mn AmbfJ88ador in France (Welczeck) to fhe German 
F tweign M iniatry 

Telegram 

No. 363 of July 22 PABis, July 22, 1938. 
Received July 22-23, 1938--12 midnight. 

(Copy to PoL II 2'26!/38) 

The visit, concluded today, of the British King and Queen to Paris 
passed o1f with outward splendor and withou~ incident or discord. 

• Forster. the G .. leiler of Danzig. left England on July15 after a printe visit 
of about a week. -
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The" Entente Cordiale" was approved and sealed with the enthusiastic 
acclamation of press and people with practically no opposition. 

Politically the visit has brought nothing new, in particular no new 
obligations for either ally, as is emphasized, obviously correctly, both 
in French and British quarters. The followiiig facts, however, stress 
its political importance. 

1. In the after-dinner speeches. of the King and the President of 
the Republic, the common ideals of democracy, the identical con
ception of human values, and the benefits of individual freedom 
were emphasized. The formation of an ideological front, thus ex
pressed, is, however, narrowed down by the mutual affirmation that 
the "Entente Cordiale" between the two Powers in no way excludes 
other friendships. The preservation of peace by meam of interna
tional agreements in the political and economic field, and by reipect 
for international laws is described as essential. 

2. During the visit, lengthy political discussion took place between 
Halifax and Daladier-Bonnet in the Foreign Ministry without in
terpreters or officials of the Quai d'Orsay. The communique issued 
on this states that the Ministers again affirm their common determi-. 
natiori to pursue further their policy of settlement and compromise; 
they had established that the complete conformity of their views, as 
reached during the French Ministers' visit to London on July 28 and 
4,23 continued to be upheld to the full. 

According to Bonnet's statements to representatives of the diplo
matic press, Spanish, Mediterranean, and Central European ques
tions were the predominant subjects of the discussion. In the Czech 
question the French and British attitude was confirmed on the lines 
of former statements, in particular those by Daladier on July 122" 

and by Chamberlain on March 24. The discussion on this apparently 
referred largely to the recent Daladier-Cha.mberla~n correspond
ence ;25 when asked by his French colleagues about relations with 
Italy, Halifax is said to have stated that the entry into force of the 
Anglo-Italian Agreement depended on a settlement of the Spanish 
problem, and that Great Britain attached as great importance to 

• Thus In the original. This must be an error in. typing or enciphering. "The 
visit of Aprll28-29 Is obviously meant. 

110 1n a j;peech In Paris on July 12 Daladier described France's engagements to 
Czechoslovakia as "ineluctableiJ et IJacre&," while at the same time welcoming 
the conciliatory spirit shown the Czechs and expressing his hopes tor a peaceful 
settlement. Extracts from the speech are printed in Document& on International 
Af!ain, 1938, vol. I, p. 216 (published by Royal Institute of International Atralrs, 
London). · 

• On July 18 l\lr. Chamberlain, replying to questions In Parliament, stated that 
he and M. Daladier had recently exchanged private letters which Involved no new 
commitments, but confirmed the close accord existing between the two Govern· 
ments. 

't'l'"-4'-ol.. U-18 
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the conclusion of a Franco-Italian Agreement as to the coming into 
force of the Anglo-Italian Agreement.28 In the discussion on rela· 
tions with Germany the visit of Captain 'Viedemann to London and 
the proposals submitted by him played a large part.11' Halifax, as is 
emphatically stated by the French, informed his French colleagues 
frankly and in detail, simultaneously with his report to Chamberlain 
dated from Paris, of the contents of Captain Wiedemann's com· 
munications. Information on these communications varies. It is 
agreed that Captain Wiedemann imparted to Halifax the FUhrer's 
view that no fundamental differences existed between the German 
and British peoples, and that he desired a peaceful solution of the 
Sudeten German problem. 

It seems to me particularly important that those taking part in the 
discussion-as reports from different sources agree-considered and 
seriously discussed the overfamiliar plan of a reglement general for 
the cultivation of relations with Italy and Germany. 

Relevant to this is also the French affirmation, made in the course 
of the talks, that any Anglo-German rapprochement must entail a 
corresponding Franco-German understanding. 

3. Ministerial discussions on the occasion of the royal visit have 
led to the decision to exert renewed French and British pressure on 
Prague, with a view to bringing about a just solution of the Sudeten 
German problem with far-reaching fulfillment of the Sudeten Ger· 
man demands. After the first talk Bonnet received the Czechoslovak 
Minister and informed Halifax of the result of this conversation, 
when the discussions were continued on the day before the end of 
the visit. In weighing up the prospects for a peaceful settlement of 
the Sudeten German problem the French show a deliberate optimism. 

4. The conclusion of the visit and the consecration ceremony at the 
War Memorial afforded an opportunity for a talk between the 
British Minister for War21• and General Gamelin, which will be con· 
tinued in Paris after the visit. 

5. The King's invitation to Lebrun to pay a return visit to London 
at the beginning of next year is especially appreciated and regarded 
as a favorable omen for· the continuation of the Entente. · 

The general impression is that of a magnificent and convincing 
demonstration of the Anglo-French Entente Cordio.le, which, con· 
eluded 35 years ago, tested in war, then becoming cool and exposed 
to severe strain, is, however, now at last sealed afresh under the 

• Concluded Aprl116, 1938. 
11 Wiedemann, Hitler's A.D.C., vh!lted London on July 19 and had Informal talks 

with Mr. Chamberlain and Lot·d Halifax. 
•• The Right Honorable LeAlie Hot-e-Bellsha. 
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heavy pressure of the rise of Germany and the political activity of 
Italy. Even if this Entente today appears ready to stand trial by 
fire, nevertheless we must not overlook the divergences and differences 
of opinion existing in the relationship of the two countries; as well 
ns their internal and social-political difficulties, which may be kept 
in check at any rate as long as anxiety continues about foreign politi
cal dangers and about imagined external pressure. Detailed appre
ciation of the visit is reserved for a written report. 

WELCZECK 

No. 309 
1618/886908-09 

1'he German Ambassador in Great Britain (Dirksen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

'l'OP SECRET 

No. 350 of July 22 

Telegram• 

LoNDON, July 22, 1938-10:26 p.m. 
Received July 23, 1938-1:30 a.m. 

(Pol. I 1677 g (IV)) 
When I was saying good-by today in the Cabinet Office before 

going on leave, Chamberlain asked me to come and see him, withQut 
previous appointment, to tell me that it was his own and the Cabi
net's wish, as it had always been, to bring about improvement and 
consolidation of mutual relations by discussions with Germany. The 
statement he made on March 23 in the House about the interruption 
of the negotiations taking place at that time was merely a confirma
tion that continuation of negotiations in the atmosphere then pre· 
vailing was pointless. - Then the Czech crisis and consequent tension 
followed. · He hoped that an opportunity would soon be fomid to 
renew the discussions. 

Chamberlain further mentioned the present situation in Czecho· 
slovakia and expressed his fear of a deadlock or a temporary break· 
down in the negotiations. He asked that, if this happened, Germany 
should not lose patience. The British Government had already pre· 
pared for the possibility of the failure of the talks, and had contem· 
plated measures to persuade the Czechoslovak Government to over
come this deadlock. He also mentioned in passing the possibility 
of putting into force a temporary agreement valid for a limited time. 
I had the impression that, in case the negotiations broke down, in-: 
creased pressure on Prague by Great Britain, coupled with positive 
proposals, was contemplated. 

• The gist of this telegram was sent to l'rngue for Information on July 23, 1938 
(telegram No.186). · 
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The Prime Minister went on to say that he counted on a penceful 
settlement in Czechoslovakia and did not assume that the Czech 
authorities would lay themselves open to the accusation of having 
used force. However, should subordinate bodies resort to attacks, 
he asked the German Government to remain· calm in this case and 
to exhaust all possibilities for a; peaceful settlement; he himself had 
been violently attacked by the Opposition for not having instigated 
military reprisals after British ships in Spanish ports had been 
bombed. Nevertheless, the later course of events had justified his 
moderation.- The bomb attacks had ceased. 

I replied that our behavior during the May crisis had provided 
the best proof of our calm and self-control. I told him that the 
program of refonn proposed to the Sudeten Germans by the Czecho
slovak Government· was completely unacceptable, and illustrated this 
to him by reference to your telegraphic instructions. From my con
versations with Chamberlain and members of the Foreign Office 
during the last few days, I gained the impression that the statute 
proposed by the Czechoslovak Government is regarded here as in
sufficient. The dispatch of a Sudeten German agent, proposed by 
me in telegram No. 342 of July 20 29 was urgently necessary in order 
to explain the position to influential personalities here. 

Prime Minister several times expressed his satisfaction with the 
information received from Captain Wiedemann, as well as with the 
talk he had with him. 

DmxsEN 

No. 310 
189/125896 

The German Minister in Belgium ( Richthofen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS, July 23, 1938-1:20 p.m. 
No. 38 of July 23 Received July 23, 1938-3:45 p.m. 

The King summoned me today, as he will be absent in August, in 
order, as he said, to. express personally ~is thanks for what I had 
done to further relations between Belgium and Gennany. In the 
course.. of the conversation the King mentioned the Czechoslovak 
problem and expressed his deep concern over the situation. He asked 
me several times if I really believed that the situation would develop 
without war. I repeatedly pointed out that the course of develop
ments depended on Prague and on whether the realization that some-

• Not printed. 
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thing serious must be done for the Sudeten Germans gained ground 
there. Powers must use their influence on Prague to stop acts of 
provocation in future, in regard to which we must retain our freedom 
of action. King showed understanding, and compared our policy to 
that of a motorist who is driving along quietly, but is exposed to the 
possibility of an accident being caused by something coming out of 
a side street. King also expressed indignation over international 
press, which democratic regimes were powerless to control. It is in 
keeping with the King's pessimism that the Chief of· the General 
Statr,ao as he tolq me a few days ago, has been asked by the King 
not to spend his leave abroad, as he intended, but at home. 

RIOHTHOFEN 

No. 311 
28119094 

The Germtl"" Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Czecho&lovakia 

Telegram 

No. 187 of July 24 BERLIN, July 24:, 1938-2:14 p.m. 
Received July 24:, 1938-4 p.m. 

Embassy London has proposed urging Henlein to send representa
tive to London for purpose of further enlightening influential per
sons in London.80• He would bring with him detailed statement on 
attitude to Czech draft and could explain document verbally. Please 
hand this proposal on and report by telegram the decision of Sudeten 
German Party. 

H~INBURG 

No. 312 
139/125411 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weiz&licker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, July 25, 1938. 
In an after-dinner conversation between the Ambassadors of Italy, 

Britain, and France here, and in the presence of the Yugoslav Min
ister (whose impression of the conversation is already known to us), 
Fran~ois-Poncet, according to Attolico, expressed the view that we 
would be at war in 3 weeks. At any rate, he was pessimistic as is 
also reported from another source (we know that he reported to Paris 

• Lt Gen. E. M. van den Bergen • 
.. Of. document No. 809, p. 509. 
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that it was no longer a question of "whether" but of "when"). In the 
conversation the British Ambassador also described the situation as 
serious, but did not take a fatalistic view. According to Attolico's 
account, Bene&' idea of obtaining conse~t for a plebiscite in the 
Sudeten German area was again discussed without, however, any of 
the participants being able to believe that Benes could make such 
a concession. 

No. 313 
11Bt/488995-8T . 

Minute 'hy the State Secretary (Weieaaoker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, July 25, 1938. 
The British Ambassador today asked to speak to me urgently, as 

he had a communication to make from his Government. 
As the danger of a deadlock in the Sudeten German question, .and 

accordingly of a solution by force, appeared imminent, the British 
Government had formulated the following plan. They intended to 
send Lord Runciman 81 to Czechoslovakia as an unofficial mediator 
between Sudeten Germans and Czechs; there he would have to act 
as adviser to the two conflicting parties. Whereas the British Gov· 
ernment had so far refrained from making concrete proposals for 
a solution of the Sudeten German question, Runciman's task :would 
be to examine the facts and seek a peaceful solution. The British 
Government wanted to publish the plan at the beginnfng of the 
present week, that is very soon, and out of consideration for the 
Czechoslovak Government to represei\t their step as one arising from 
Czech initiative. The British Government were informing us confi
dentially of their plan. They hoped that we, too, would use our in
flueQco with the Sudeten Germans so that they would accept Runci
man's mission. Otherwise, the British Government would make a 
direct approach to the Sudeten Germans. The British Government 
would attach great importance to stating, when this was made public, 
that all concerned welcomed the plan. The German Government 
could facilitate the work of the mediator by openly encouraging his 
activities and by not obstructing his task in the press. A speedy 

• The dispatch of Lord Runciman had been discussed during Lord Halifax's 
visit to Parle. In the House of Commons on July 26 Mr. Chamberlain announced 
the proposal tor the dispatch ot Lord Runciman to Czechoslovakia ae "an Inves
tigator and mediator ••• not tn any sense an arbitrator" between the Czech 
Government and the Sudeten Germe.n Party, describing hlm as acting "only In 
his personal capacttr." (See Hansard 5th series, vol. 838, pp. 2956-2959.) 
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answer from the German Government would be welcome in London. 
If it were not possible for us to give an answer soon, the British 
Government might have to publish the plan without having the 
German answer, as they feared leakages. ; 

I then asked the Ambassador a few questions, namely: whether, 
after delegating the proposed mission to Lord Runciman, the British 
Government would cease their activity in Prague. Henderson repudi~ 
ated this and said that, on the contrary, London would continue to 
exert pressure, especially to put through those demands in Prague 
which Runciman could not achieve alone. Henderson could not 
answer my question about the staff which Runciman· was likely to take 
with him. Henderson's remarks proved above all that the British 
Government, in their anxiety over the further development of the · 
Sudeten German affair, now think that they can no longer withhold 
their influence in shaping the matter, even in minute details, and 
that they hope to find in Runciman a pliable go-between, in order 
not to have to bear the responsibility themselves for individua1 proM 
posals, a responsibility which, hitherto, they have always declined. 
Henderson did not say that the French Government had agreed to. 
the plan, but I assume that this is so •. It could not be deduced from . 
Henderson's remarks whether other governments had been consulted. 
I naturally told the Ambassador that for my part I could make no 
statements on behalf of the German Government. Hitherto we had 
always adoptedthe attitude of not wishing to interfere too closely 
in the negotiations between Henlein and Prague. If a voluntary 
a.greement were reached between the two, we would certainly wel
come this, if it ·were achieved without pressure on the Sudeten Ger· 
mans. On this hypothesis, I personally, and without anticipating 
the view of the Reich Government, assumed that the· Government 
would not oppose the plan. 

The attitude of our press would, as alw~~:ys, adapt itself· to the 
practical progress of the negotiations between the Sudeten Germans 
and Prague. 

The Ambassador himself, however, did not )Jelieve eith:er that the 
German Government would expressly recommend the Sudeten Ger· 
mans to accept mediation by Runciman. 

In conclusion, I told the Ambassador th.at the Reich Foreign 
Minister was in the country; it was difficult to say how soon I would 
be in a position to give him an answer. 

Submitted to the Reich Minister, 
with the request for directions as to whether and what I am to reply 
to the Ambassador, The British idea obviously cuts both ways. 
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However, I cannot see how it can directly be opposed.. I am in
clined to t.b.inkc.bat, if we take any attitude at all, the answer should 
be somewhat on the lines of ·my own statement. Moreover, I told 
Henderson straight out that the matter had already leaked out in 
the press, so that if need be we could also say that we did not wish 
to express retrospectively any opinion on an action which was already 
.known. 

No. 314 
1391125UI 

T"M German Cluzrge tl'AjfairetJ in Great Britain (TA. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign NinUtry 

Telegram 

No. 355 of JUly 25 LoNDOx, July 25, 1938-11:20 p.m. 
Received July 26,1938-1:25 a.m. 

Learn from reliable source that main topic· of deliberations during 
• P&r:i.s visit was dispatch of British special envoy to Czechoslovakia, 

whose main task is said to be to bring about solution of Sudeten 
German question. French and British Governments said to have 
made representations in Prague on July 20 and 21, in which complete 
inadequacy of existing proposals was most urgently pointed out to 
Czechoslovak Government. 

Today's press shows consideration for our attitude in the Sudeten 
question in an almost surprising way. From a conversation which 
I have just had with Horace Wilson I gather that British Govern
ment firmly convinced of necessity of much further-reaching conces
sions by Czechoslovakia. Lord Runciman is apparently being con
sidered u'· envoy, functioning with the authority of Britain and 
France. Negotiations appear to meet with resistance from Prague 
Government. At any rate, neither Cadogan nor Wllson, whom I saw 
this afternoon, mentioned the plan to send an envoy. 

KoBDr 
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No. 315 
139/125410 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreig"+ J(inister 
I . 

BERLIN, July 26, 1938. 
Telephone message to the Reich :Minister in continuation of the 

memorandum on the British Ambassador's inquiry of July 25 32 re
garding the Runciman :Mission: 

Now that the press has published full details of the Runciman 
:Mission as continued by the British Government, it might be well to 
answer the British Ambassador somewhat as follows: The Gennan 
Government does not wish to comment on the projected dispatch of 
Lord Runciman, especially as his mission has already been announced 
publicly. 

WEIZSACKEB 

To the Reich Minister's Secretariat with request for further trans
mission to Sonnenburg.aa 

WEIZsACKER 

No. 316 
139/125418-19 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, July 26, 1938. 
The French Ambassador, who called on me today, described the 

result of his recent conference in Paris as follows:-
On behalf of his Foreign :Minister he desired to assure us once 

again of the French Government's best intentions to contribute to 
a peaceful solution of the Czech problem, satisfactory to all parties. 
The dispatch of Lord Runciman to Prague was the result of full 
understanding between the British an~ French Governments. In the 
Czech question the latter was inspired with the same zeal as the 
British Government. It had made the same very urgent representa
tions and the same attempts at pressure in Prague, and would con
tinue to act in conformity with London in these matters. Thl~ task 
was not simple; Berlin must not think that Prague had swallowed 
the Runciman :Mission easily. 

Poncet then went on to say that France had followed with satisfac
tion the understanding attitude of our press toward the British 
roy11l visit, and was convinced that we unde~tood the constructive 

• Document No. 313, p. 512. 
• Rlbbentrop's country house near KUstrln. 
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cooperation between Britain and France, which was directed toward 
peace. Wiedema.nn's and Dirksen's recent talks in London •• had 
also had a good eft'ect, although too much significance should not be 
attributed to them. The French Government was also well a ware 
of the ceaseless activity on our western frontier, where we were con· 
structing defenses day and night, and from which France drew her 
political conclusions, even if such defenses could not be brought into 
a _state of full eft'ectiveness in a short time. The situation still ap· 
peared today to French policy as extremely tense. We had perhaps 
a few weeks before us which must be used to the full to avoid a 
da.ngerous crisis. Great Britain and France were ready to enter into 
an exchange of views with us, but not in the form of a conference. 
It would, however, be a good thing to learn from us in discreet con
versation how we imagined that in.fiuence could advantageously be 
exerted in Prague, and what means were available for this. If this 
course were followed, the Czech problem, which today is an apple of 
discord, might perhaps become the starting point for better under· 
standing and collaboration with Germany. 

I first took up Fran~ois-Poncet's remarks on our western defenses 
and asked him if he perhaps wanted to draw the conclusion that 
Germany was politically aggressive, if we likewise put ourselves on 
the defensive on the other side of the l!aginot Line. Poncet did not 
press the matter further. I then told the Ambassador that German 

· policy had so far deserved the greatest credit for peaceful develop· 
ment, in that it had not merely refrained from all military action
of which we had sometimes been accused. Still further, it had · 
permitted the Prague Government to negotiate fully and directly 
with Henlein, and had not-as there would have been ample justi· 
.fication for doing-intervened in these negotiations, which were at 
a standstill It deliberately held aloof and would probably express 
no opinion on the Runciman :Mission either. The key to the situation 
did not lie by any means in such negotiations and diplomatic attempts 
at assistance by the British and French :Ministers in Prague. The 
whole problem wpuld suddenly be set in motion, when London and 
Paris summoned up the courage to state publicly that there were 
limits to French and British patience and that Prague would be left 
in the lurch if it continued to act as it was doing. We knew very 
well those circles in Prague who were heading for a crisis. However 
peaceful the aims of the French and British Governments, they 
would not be working for peace until Paris and London had put a 
stop to the activities of those Czech agitators. · 

11 See dOCWDent No. 80S, p. IW6. and footnote 21 thereto. 
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I had to refute another remark by Poncet on the emotional .trends 
of German politics, and I then told him that .I would inform the 
Reich Minister of his statements. 

Wmzslo:ua 

No. 317 
289/188288 

Minute by the State Secreta'I"JJ (Weizsacker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLiN, July 26, 1938. 
'l'he Belgian Ministerua today explained to me his views on the 

German-Czechoslovak problem saying that, even with the best will 
on both sides, he did not think a solution could be achieved, which, 
on the one hand, would preserve the Czechoslovak State in its present 
frontiers and, on the other hand, would give satisfaction to the 
Sudeten Germans. He meant to say by this that the matter could 
not end without war. 

Wmzslox:Ea 

No. 318 
189/1215420 

Minute by the State Secreta'I"JJ (Weizsacker) 

BERLIN, J'uly 26, 1938, 
When the British Ambassador called on me today under the im

pression that we had arranged a rendezvous, I told Henderson that 
I could not at present give him an answer to his question of yester
day on the Runciman Mission, but I must point out that the. whole 
affair had appeared fully in the press. 

On instructions from the Reich Minister I later told Henderson by 
telephone that the Reich Minister too had been very much surprised 
that the matter had appeared in the press and had been confirmed 
by the Briti'sh Government before we were informed. These 'were 
methods which we did not like. We declined to state our own atti
t~de to the disp~tch of Runciman and could only regard the Mission 
as a purely British affair. 

Henderson thought that there was no need for him to transmit · 
this telephone statement of mine to London, as it was covered by my 
earlier statement. I then persuaded the Ambassador to pass the 
information on, after all, as my answer represented the statement of 
the Reich Foreign Minister. 

WmzsioDR 

lla Vlcomte Davlauon. 
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No. 319 
189/121142f:-.25 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( EirJenlohr) to the Ge"'man 
Foreign M iniatry 

Telegram 

TOl' SECRET 

No. 259 of July 27 
PRAGUE, July 27, 1938--6:36 p.m. 

Received July 27, 1938-8:25 p.m. 
For State Secretary. 
At farewell audience the Italian ::M:inister 811 without instructions 

fl;'om me expressed his regret to the President that the latter did not 
maintain closer contact with me. Thereupon Benes, through Facen
dis, invited me to visit him. Audience took place today and it was 
established by both sides that contact had lapsed merely for lack of 
cQncrete reasons. I expressed concern lest the great opportunity of 
establishing internal peace by granting equal rights to the Sudeten 
Germans, and of creating an important prerequisite for better rela
tions with Germany, might be lost as a result of Czech nervousness 
and the narrow-minded attitude of the parties. I had been greatly 
discouraged by what I had so far heard of the attitude and proposals 
of the Government. As a result of Czech attitude a solution is now 
hardly regarded as probable by public opinion either here or in Ger
many. It was to be hoped. that the Runciman Mission would be the 
means of removing the basis of this dangerous fatalism. Benes · 
answered very gravely that he fully shared my anxiety. Runciman 
was arriving within the next few days. The British Government had 
put out feelers beforehand and the Czech Government had given its 
consent. The visit might last for weeks, but he would not let Parlia
ment go into reces8 while it lasted. He hoped that they would suc
ceed in. finding with Runciman general basis for agreement with 
Sudeten German Party. Details of procedure could be· established 
later. In no circumstances would he allow negotiations to break 
down or come to nothing. At all costs basis for further development 

. of peaceful internal cooperation must be found. Further conciliatory 
measures toward the Sudeten Gbrman Party would be infinitely easier 
jf Germany were to make a gesture, which would lessen the Czechs' 
terror of threats. Germany was so strong and great that she could 
ma~e .this'gesture~ When I answered that we regarded the treatment 
of the Sudeten German question as a test case, an<l we could not 
contemplate such a gesture before a favorable outcome of the nego
tiations was in sight, Benes said "officially" he thought the time had 
co~e to clear up simultaneously the whole complex, that is, the in-

• Signor de Facendls was succeeded by Signor Fransonl on August 22. 1938. 
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ternal political situation, as well as their relationship to us. We had 
found this possible with regard to Poland,88 it must also be possible 
with regard to Czechoslovakia. He was convinced that in this case 
our relationship with Czechoslovakia must take a closer 'and more 
lasting form than that with Poland. This could not be done all i.t 
once, but the foundations for it should at least be laid now. The 
Western Powers, as well as the rest of Europe, were certainly inter
ested, but he imagined the discussion as a direct one. For the 
national· consciousness of the Czech people w~ so firm that it need 
have no fear for its national character in good relations with Ger
many; to remain opposed to Germany was in the long run impossibie 
for Czechoslovakia. 

Details of execution were not mentioned. I made no comment, but 
~an only recommend that ·we strike while the iron is hot. The psy
chological conditions for a decisive relaxation of tension -and a new 
order seem to me to be present here after the excitement of the last 
few months and in view of the uncertainty about the future. 

EISENLOHB 

No. 320 
289/18821111 

The German Minister in OzechoBlovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the Ge1"11tiJ,n 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 260 of July 27 PRAGUE, July 27, 1938-8:06 p.m. 
Received July 27, 1938-9:50 p.m. 

The British lfinister yesterday asked Kundt, deputy of the 
Sudeten German Party, to visit him, so that he could, with Hodza's 
knowledge, inform him of the sending of Runciman, after the 
Czechoslovak Government had agreed the day before yesterday to 
the proposed mission. 

Newton described it as Runciman's task to examine the problem 
and the reasons for the divergence of opinion as regards the solution, 
as well as to mediate by means of his advice and influence. ·It was 
important that every assistance should be accorded him, and that the 
various points of view and the difficulties should· be put to him 
frankly and exhaustively by all influential persons and from all well
informed sources. Runciman was completely independent of the 
British Government, as of every other Government. 

"I.e., by the Nonaggression Pact of lanuarr 26, 1934, and by the declaration of 
November.5, 1937, regarding the mutual protection of their respectiYe mlnorltle& 



520 DOCU~"TS ON GE.:Rll:..L~ FOREIGN POLICY 

Kundt replied that the Sudeten German Party (group missing) •e. 
any individual who was investigating the position objectively in order 
to contribute toward a positive solution. 
It would seem to follow from the British Minister's procedure that 

the British Government regards the Sudeten German Party as a 
partner enjoying equal rights when dealing with the Czechoslovak 
Government. Should Runciman prove to be impartial, and a person 
well qualified for the task, his influence may be extremely great, as 
the Czechoslovak Government cannot venture to oppose his vote for 
fear of losing the support of the British Government. 

ElsENLOHR 

No. 321 
2004/~00 

The. German Atnbasaador in France (1Velczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry17 

OONFIDENTIAL 

A 3040 

Subject: Lord Runciman's Mission. 

p ARIS7 July 27, 1938, 
(Pol. IV 5009) 

The following intelligence from the best British sources has been 
reported to the Embassy by a reliable confidential agent: 

There has been an impression in Great Britain during the last few 
weeks that the danger periods for the outbreak of a conftict between 
Germany and Czechoslovakia over the Sudeten German question are 
at the end of the harvest and during the Reich Party Conference 
respectively, that is, at the end of August and the beginning of 
September and, later, the moment of completion of the German west
em fortifications, which is assumed ·to be approximately in October. 
The outbreak of the conftict might occur as the result of an outburst 
of disorder in the Sudeten German territory of Czechoslovakia, in 
the event of nothing being done for the settlement of the Sudeten 
German question, or if the Czech Parliament imposes a Czech settle
ment on the Sudeten Germans without the latters' prior consent. 

The Runciman llission has been decided upon because of these 
considerations. It Will now spend at least a week studying the sub
ject ...matter of the Sudeten German question, with which it has 
hitherto bee:p. somewhat unfamiliar, and will later go to Prague with 
the task of drawing up a plan for the settlement of the Sudeten 

-Apparently .. would assist" Is missing. ""' 
• This report wu forwarded on August 4 to the Embassies In London, ROme, 

and Warsaw, and to the Legations In Prague, Budapest, Bucharest, and Belgrade, 
for confidentlallnformatlon. The copy printed Is that sent to Budapest. 
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German question if, as is anticipated, an agreement between the 
Czechs and Sudeten Germans is not reached. 

H. WELCZECX 

No. 322 
1918/t80828 

The German Minister in Oseohoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign MiniBt'I'1J 

TOP SECRET 

URGENT 

No. 262 of July 28 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, July 28, 1938-2:55 p.m. 
Received July 28,1938-4:20 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 5061/88) 
In continuation of telegram 259.aa 
For State Secretary. 
Hodza, whom I visited today in order to take leave of him before 

going on holiday, informed me as follows: · 

1) He had been apprised of the content of my conversation yester
day with Bene§, and had earlier exPrressed to the President his ap
proval of the latter's observations. rhese were tantamount to decla
ration of readiness for radical revision of relations with Germany in 
the fields of domestic and foreign policy. 

2) He welcomed the sending of Runciman which might "at the 
eleventh hour" find a way out of a position which had become im
possible. He would do all he could to win in Runciman-not in the 
mterests of either camp, but in the interests of peace and the future 
-an ally against the small-minded. 

8) He was acquainted-apparently from a British source-with 
the content of a Weizsiicker-Henderson conversation.88 The estimate 
ngreed by them, that the Czech oft'er to date only went up to 20 per· 
cent of the way toward meeting the Sudeten German demands, he 
t\cknowledged as correct. The offer must and would be enlarged ver,y 
considerably. Today he would acquaint Kundt with the projectea 
scheme of organization, and on Sunday or Monday . with the pro
jected spheres of author1t_y of the Landtage. In the field of language 
rights, also, there would be concessions. 

The draft of the statute published yesterday40 is therefore i!olready 
out of date. 

EISENLOHB 

• Document No. 819, p. 1518. 
• Prelilumably that recorded ln ducument No. 292, p. 488. 
41 A suwmnry of the Government proposals had appeared In the aemlofftclal 

Prager J•reue on July 27. It was alleged by the German press that this disclosure 
wu dellbea·ute and Intended to present the Runciman Mission wlth a fa" 
GCcompU. 
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No. 323 
FlT/303-306 

The British Foreign Secretary to the German Foreign Minuter 41 

FoREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1, 
July 28, 1938. 

lfy DEAR HERR voN RmBENTROP: I have just received from Sir 
Nevile Henderson the message which you sent to him in response to 
the communication which I had instructed him to make to the Ger
man Government, explaining the circumstances in which Lord Runci
man has undertaken the role of investigator and mediator in the 
negotiations at present proceeding between the Czechoslovak Govern
ment and the leaders of the Sudeten Party. I had asked Sir Nevile 
Henderson when making this communication to you to express the 
hope that the German Government would give Lord .Runciman all 
the assistance they could in his difficult task, by advocating publicly 
and through the press patience and moderation in all circumstances. 
I am glad to see that the German press has given a not unfavorable 
reception to Lord Runcin1an's appointment, and I confidently hope 
that I may count upon Your Excellency's collaboration to ensure the 
maintenance of an atmosphere of calm and confidence which is essen
tial for the succes's of Lord Runciman's Mission. 

I am very sorry that reports' of Lord Runciman's appointment 
should have appeared in the press before Sir Nevile Henderson's 
communication reached you. These reports, I need hardly say, were 
not the result of any official announcement from here but were pub
lished without authority. I made a point of communicating with 
the German Government at the earliest possible moment after I had 
heard from Prague that the Czechoslovak Government desired that 
an investigator and mediator should be appointed. 

I was somewhat disappointed to learn from Sir· Nevile that you 
had expressed the view that the German Government must reserve 
its attitude and· treat the matter as one of purely British concern. 
.As our two Governments are united in desiring the peaceful solution 
.of the Sudeten problem, I would venture to hope that the German 
Government will see their way to encourage and assist the present 
undertaking. You will no doubt have had the opportunity to read 
a speech I made in the House of Lords a few days ago, in which I 
tried to give my reasons for hoping that we were now adopting the 
best method of obtaining such an agreed solution, and avoiding really 

•This letter is in English in the original and bears the handwritten note: "For 
translation, FUhrer's folder [Jlappe 1-'.]." 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 523 

great dangers. But it goes without saying, as I pointed out in my 
speech, that the chances of success must largely depend upon the con
ditions and atmosphere in which this attempt is made, and the degree 
of official and public support that it can enlist. , 

It cannot be denied that the continued tension caused' by the 
Czechoslovak problem is creating a state of uncertainty and nervous
ness throughout Europe, and if all concerned do not work together 
to reduce this tension it is no exaggeration to say that the peace of 
every one of the Great Powers of Europe may he endangered. If, 
on the other hand, this problem could· be peacefully and equitably 
:iettled and normal relations thereby reestablished between Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, we might confidently trust that the anxieties 
which at present weigh upon us might be relieved, and the way made 
clear for further constructive policies to the benefit of both our 
nations. 

I am writing to you thus frankly and fully because, as we have 
more than once said to each other while you were in London, we both 
desire to see the relations between Great Britain and Germany estab
lished on a basis of mutual confidence and cooperation, and the pres
ent situation seems to me to give a great opportunity for doing some
thing to realize the hope that we both entertain. 

Yours very sincerely, HALIFAX 

No. 324 
139/125432 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) 

BERLIN, July 28, 1938. 
The British Ambassador yesterday happened to speak to me about 

our present military preparations, giving them, however, the descrip
tion : understandable defense measures. 

WEIZSACKEil 

No. 325 
1613/386930 

Minute by the State Secretary (W eizaacker) 

BERLIN, July 29, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1769) 

I asked Herr Eisenlohr today to keep us as far as possible care
fully and promptly informed of the progress of the mission and 
Runciman's conversations and intentions so that, even before Runci

'197&u-.c.....,oJ. II-S9 
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man's plans ~~;ee the light of duy, we may have the opportunity to 
exert our influence on the Sudeten Germans and possibly on London. 
Herr ·}~isenlohr should not seek direct contact with Runciman, but if 
it is offered, he should not, however, avoid it. German cooperation 
with the Uuncimun .Mission is out of the question. Naturally Runci
man must not be allowed to forget that the Czech question will take 
a dangerous turn if his proposals do not satisfy the Sudeten Germans. 

In the matter of Herr Eisenlohr's leave, I agree with him that it 
would be most practical if he remained in Czechoslovakia for the 
present; thus he could certainly go to Marien bad or Karlsbad 42 and 
put in an.appearance periodically in Prague, so as to maintain the 
necessary contacts. 

WEIZSACI!'.ER 

[Penciled note initialed by Uibbentrop :] 48 Runciman is to us a.· 
private British subject. Eisenlohr should be merely an observer and 
keep himself otherwise completely in the background. In no case 
should he take part in any affairs connected with the Runciman 
Mission. If the British Government has anything to communicate 
to us, that. can only be done by London, even unofficially, but never 
by Runciman via Eisenlohr. · 

No. 326 
2134/467096 

Minute by the litate Sect·etai'!J (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN, July 29, 1938. 
After the British Ambassador had explained to me on the 25th 

instant his Government's wishes with regard to the treatment of the 
Runciman Mission,44 the Italian Ambassador called on me and imme
diately asked what the Englishman wanted with me. I passed it 
off with some noncommittal phrase on that occasion. Now today 
Attolico wanted to take me to task. My reserve on the previous 
occasion disconcerted him in view of the very necessary frankness 
in our dealings. 

I thereupon gave Attolico my opinion on the matter pretty com
prehensively. ·The fact that Runciman was being sent had already 
been made known that very morning through the British newspapers. 
I coula not help it if he did not read the papers. I had ~ot, however, 
acquainted him at that time with the substance of my conversation 

a Marginal penciled note: "Yes. R." 
.. Rlbbentrop's penclled Instructions were embodied by Welzsltcker In a tele

gram sent to Elsenlohr-No. 100 ot August 1. 
46 Ct. document No. 813, p. :112. 
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with Henderson about the terms of reference of the Runciman Mis
sion, because I was in the habit of informing my. own Minister first 
in these matters and only then the Italian Ambassador. 

Attolico thereupon withdrew his complaint and the conversation 
resumed its usual friendly course. 

lVEIZSACKER 

No. 327 
139/125458-59 

The British Ambassador in Germany (Henderson) to the 
State Secretary (Weizslicker ) 45 · 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
BERLIN, July 29, 1938. 

DEAR STAATSSEKRETAR: I venture to send you an extract from The 
Times, concerning Mr. Montague's observation during the debate in 
the House of Commons on July 27 about "bombs to Berlin." The 
German press is always talking about "Fair Play." 'Vas it fair play 
to make such a history of this remark without giving the explanation 
and the apology W 

I should have thought it would have been more useful to draw 
attention to Lord Halifax!s remarks in the House of Lords on the 
same day about the necessity for a calm atmosphere in the negotia
tions for a settlement of the Czech-Sudeten problem. I enclose like· 
wise a verbatim extract thereof. Lord Halifax puts the point very 
clearly and I venture to express my sincere hope that the German 
press, instead of making a mountain of a molehill, will find His 
Lordship's observations worthier of serious consideration than an 
ill-advised interruption on the part of an irresponsible individual. 

Yours very sincerely, NEvu.E HENDERSON 
[Longhand postscripts:] 
Would it be possible to make the real facts known to the ~"iihrer1 

N.H. 
The attitude of the press is quite contrary to the Fuhrer's attitude 

as indicated by Capt. Wiedemann. N.H. •· 
[Penciled note:] Personally reported on to the RM. 

W[EIZSACKER], August 3 • 

._This letter is in English in the original. The extract from The 7'imeiJ and 
that from Lord Halifax's speech are not reproduced here. In the supplementary 
questions arising out of a Parliamentary question on civil aviation on July 27, 
Mr. Montague, Labor 1\I.P. for Islington West, had said, "It it will be possible to 
carry 20 passengers to Berlin, will it also be possible to carry 20 bombs to 
Berlin?" l\lr. Montague subsequently apologized and withdrew his supplementary 
question. · 
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No. 328 
139/125448 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizaiicker) 

BERLIN, July 30, 1938. 
· The Italian Ambassador told me on the telephone today that, ac

cording to a report from the Italian Embassy in Paris, the Ger
man wish for a peaceful settlement of the Czech problem had been 
discussed during the conversations between Daladier, Halifax, and 
others in connection with the Wiedemann visit to London. The 
German project provided for a conference of the four Great Powers, 
Britain, France, Germany, and Italy, should. the occasion arise. If 
the outcome were favorable the solution found was to be confirmed 
by a nonaggre;sion pact vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia. The plan for a 
treaty for qualitative limitation of air armaments following on the 
Wiedemann visit had also been discussed. Attolico wished to learn 
from me whether there was anything in the affair. In reply I told 
the Ambassador, who himself admitted it as true, that it was a matter 
of the wishful thinking of Anglo-French policy-what one wishes, 
one readily believes. I had not the slightest knowledge of any such 
suggestions being made by Captain Wiedemann in London. 

WEIZSACK.EB 

No. 329 
340/198888 

N emmand'lllm by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN, July 31, 1938. 
In the course of a conversation at Sonnenburg today, I gave the 

Reich Minister the following outline of my ideas on future political 
developments: 

I explained that the attention of the world is at present focused 
to such a great extent on the Czech problem, and will continue to be 
even more so, that there could no longer be any talk of a surprise 

· factor. I believed, therefore, that the FUhrer would not be in a 
position, for the present, to resort to a coup de force, and he certainly 
would not take 'this decision, until the tide had receded. 

- .,VEIZSACKEB 
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No. 330 

139/12114117 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 
' 

BERLIN, August 2, 1938. . 

I told the British Ambassador today, in connection with his letter 
of July 29 concerning the Montague incident,u that I regarded his 
letter as a private communication and not as an official document. 
If I had taken the latter course, a sharply worded -reply was to have 
been expected, which could hardly be his intention~ 
. The Ambassador hurriedly confirmed that it was a private letter. 

The matter was thus settled. 
WEIZSACXER 

Under State Secretary and H. Braun von Stumm 48 have been 
informed. 

No. 331 
840/198890 

Memorandum by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) of a Conversation 
With the Foreign Minister 

Today I handed the Minister the enclosed note on the circular in
struction on the Czech question drawn up by Herr von Ribbentrop 49 

and circulated today and added the following verbally and in a 
friendly way : · 

This instruction could go out with a new introduction : "I ask you 
to make use of the following points of view in diplomatic talks." 
On the other hand, the instruction is not suitable to convince our 
Missions. Our Heads of Missions would believe the thickly laid on 
arguments just as little as I do. Neithe~ was intervention' by the 
Western Powers to be discounted in a conflict with Czechoslovakia, 
nor was our armament relatively as strong as in 1914, nor had we 
a recipe for the decisive defeat of the British and French. Many 
other passages might also have question marks. Herr von Ribbentrop 
might dictate to his Ambassadors how they should speak, but he 
should give up the attempt to make fools of them [ verdummen]. 

In this conversation, too, I mentioned in passing that the Fiihrer 
will not undertake the proposed coup against Czechoslovakia at a 
politically active juncture such as the present. 

AuousT 2, 1938. 

•• See document No. 327, p. 525, and footnote 45 thereto. 
• Head of the section of the Foreign Ministry Information and Press Depart<. 

ment responsible for the Deutsche diplomatisch·poZitische Korrespondenz. 
• Document No. 882, intra. 
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[Enclosure] 

189/1215467 

Minute by t'M State Secre~ary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minuter 

OONJ'IDENTIAL BERLIN, August 2, 1938. 
To the Reich Minister. 
The circular instruction regarding conversations on the Czecho

slovak question has been issued for dispatch.11• On reading through 
the circular, especially in its present sharper form, I nevertheless 
make the suggestion that it be submitted to a further revision and 
for the following reasons: 

The Foreign :Ministry can and must expect from its Heads of 
}fissions that they use the same language abroad as the Reich Min
ister uses at home to foreign diplomats here. It can even demand 
that they use this language without knowing exactly the considera
tions which underlie the guidance for conversations. If these con
siderations are mentioned for the instruction of Missions, they should, 

· in my opinion, contain a simple explanation of the principles on 
which the guidance for conversations has been based. In order to give 
real weight to the attitude of otir }fissions, these should be as con
vincing as possible. In this respect I would, for example, not in
clude in the instruction the absolute guarantee of nonintervention by 
the Western Powers in a German.:Czech conflict, nor the expectation 
of a crushing defeat of the ""estern Powers. I think, too, that a 
sharper differentiation between what is intended to serve as a guid
ance for conversation and what is for the information of Missions 
would be necessary. 

WEIZSACKER 

11 See document No. 332, irl/t'tJ. 



GER?tiANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1987-1938 529 

No. 332 
139/1254'12-711 

The Foreign MiniBter to Germa'!" MiBaions .Abroad 11~ 

BERLIN, August 3, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1770 g (IV)) 

(final draft) 
To all 1\!issions in Europe, the German Embassies in Ankara, 

Washington, Tokyo, and the German Legation in Cairo •. 
I expect our :Missions abroad to conduct conversations on the 

Czechoslovak question with a firmness which in every way bears out 
the protection promised by the Fuhrer to German groups on our 
frontiers, and which is in keeping with the position of Germany as 
a European Great Power of 75 million inhabitants in close all\· 
ance with the Great Powers Italy and Japan • 

.A peacefulaolution of the Sudeten German gueation iB Germa'Tiy'a 
wkh. Our behavior during the events of M:ay and our attitude of 
supreme calm in face of the fantastic extravagances [Donguicho· 
terien] of Prague .has borne witness to this. Our efforts in the future 
will also be directed to this end. Should Czechoslovak policy con
tinue to be conducted with such narrow-minded lack of appreciation 
of realities, a new situation mighi arise which would render ititer· 

-· vention by us a matter of compulsion. I do not of co'!lrse need to 
emphasize specially that such a conflict with Czechoslovakia presents 
no military problem for the German Army and the German Luft· 
waffe, for Czechoslovakia would be overthrown at one blow. Such 
a procedure is not Germany's wish, but might one day come about 
in the event of intolerable Czech acts of provocation. 

As you know, intensive foreign propaganda has for some time·been 
spreading the fable that France would intervene in such a case and 
that Great Britain could not stand aside. This propaganda leaves us 
completely cold, and I ask you not to let yourselves be influenced by it 
in any way. I am convinced, and have repeatedly given expression 
to this, that no third power would be so foolhardy as to attack Ger· 
many in such a case. I expect you to express this in your conv~rsa
tion, naturally, as being your own conviction also. 

Intervention, for example by France, would mean nothing short 
of an offensive war deliberately directed against Germany. Such 
a war would not only lack any treaty foundation, but it would also 

• An earlier draft of this Instruction also exists (139/125468-71). It Is on the 
same lines, except that the special position of Hungary In an otherwise exclu· 
slvely German affair ls mentioned. 

In paragraph 5 the words "through the strength of the Ltl.fhcafle" are mlsslnl 
In the earlier draft. 
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have no moral justification, as French democracy, contrary to its 
sacred principles, would be defending the dictatorship of an armed 
Czech minority over an unarmed non-Czech majority. Furthermore, 
such a war wbuld also be contrary· to reason, for France would be 
drawing the sword for a problem which is of absolutely secondary 
strategic significance for the Franco-German balance of power. 
Finally, the responsibility for the launching of another war between 
Great Powers would fall with all its consequences on the aggressor 
nations. 

Moreover, Germany's present military might, which surpasses that 
of 1914 through the strength of the Luftwaffe, would in itself be a 
sufficient deterrent. Nothing, in fact, would be more mistaken than 
the speculation that, in defending the rights of the Sudeten Germans 
we would allow. ourselves to be in any way misled or intimidated by 

. the possibility of a conflict with the West. If occasion arises, leave 
no doubt .thatr-if attacketl-Germany, relying on her own strength 
and on her political friendships, would shrink from nothing, and 
would not scruple to use her whole military might. The whole Ger· 
man people would rise as one man. Any aggressor would run his 
head against the enormous mass of Germany's western defenses, begun 
after the reoccupation of the Rhineland and now to be completed in 
a few months, only to meet with the strongest army and air force in 
the worid. Any potential opponent of Germany still knows from the 
World War what this would mean. Then Germany was still isolated, 
today things are different. 

In the East, Germany has quite different safeguards. According 
to. all available information, Russia is not in a position to undertake 
large-scale military intervention. The interests of Poland and 
Hungary in the Czechoslovak question are similar to ours, and, . as 
things are, the other Balkan States would play no active part. The 
basic principle of aur policy in Europe, however, is and will remain 
the Rome-Berlin Axis, representing in its common destiny more than 
an alliance, and .the political triangle, Berlin-Rome-Tokyo. Italy 
as well as Japan is definitely on our side. Germany would thus be 
in a position, if she were attacked from the West-presumably in 
common with her friends-to turn the whole devastating weight of 
her national strength against such an aggressor. State in your con
versations. calmly and in suitable terms that, while we love peace, 
we are tOday so prepared as to be able, if need be, to bring such a 
war to. a victorious end. Should this be regarded as a threat, then 
point out that we do not seek such a quarrel and that the Fuhrer's 
unequivocal policy bears positive witness to our intentions toward 
France a.D.d Britain. In view of the warmongering of the Western 
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democracies, therefore, this is merely a declaration which can only 
be in the interests of peace, by making clear from the start to any 
potential opponent of Germany the FUhrer's fundamental ideas and 
the possibilities of the development of German power. , 

I would also ask you on this occasion to contradict further false 
statements of the foreign press, which are being continually and 
deliberately launched, and according to which Anglo-French inter
vention in Berlin averted war in :May. Nothing is known to me of 
such intervention; had it taken place, I would have rejected it most 
energetically. The Foreign :Ministry merely indicated cleariy to the 
French and British Ambassadol'fl during their inquiries in May that 
for a settlement of the Czech chaos one must look not to Berlin but 
exclusively to Prague. 

If, as appears from the foregoing, the wish to- intervene in the 
event of a German-Czech conflict really does not exist at present 
among the Western Powers, it is nevertheless the most important task 
of our policy, and thus also of the appropriate diplomatic Missions 
abroad, to intensify the existing general disinclination to attack Ger- · 
many, and to exercise a damping or.deterrent influence on any fire
brandS in the democratic camp. A clear indication of the M0'1'1TW'U8 

risk incurred by such Powers in intervening in a conflict, i.e., in the 
launching of a world war, in the absence of any l'~al threat to their 
own vital interests, is in this case the best policy. Of course the love 
of peace of which we have given proof is always to be referred to, 
and it is to be pointed out that, after the reasonable solution of the 
Sudeten German problem sought by us, Germany is to be regarded 
in Europe as a satisfied [saturiert] nation, ~part from the still open 
colonial question. . 

I have already on different occasions during the last few months 
used similar language to the British and French Ambassadors. I ask 
the :Missions to act likewise and to use the information contained in 
the foregoing instructions in fitting manner. 

RmBENTROP 
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No. 333 

119/12Gt82 

T'M Britu'4 Pri1M Ministet' (Cha111l>et'lain) to t'M Gert~U~n 
Amlumador in Great Britaitl (Dirkaen)ril 

PJUVATE AND PEBSONAL 10 DoWNING Sn.Err, WHrr:tBA.Uo, 
August 3, 1938. 

Mr DEAa A.lmASSADOa: Since the conversation that we had before 
you proceeded on leave,14 some development has taken place in regard 
to the matters we discussed together. In particular, Lord Runciman 
has, by arrangement with the Czechoslovak Government, proceeded to 
Prague to act as mediator and conciliator. I would have liked to 
have discussed that appointment with you but at the time of our 
meeting it had not yet been made. I hope and believe that the work 
that Lord Runciman may be able to do in Czechoslovakia will per
haps ·prove a real contribution to the solution of that problem that 
is causing us all anxiety. 'Ve here, of course, know him better than 
those outside·this country, but I am satisfied that he does possess in 
real degree just those qualities of firmness and wisdom that may 
enable him to make a contribution at this time of great value. 

I much hope you may have had an opportunity of speaking to 
Herr Hitler of the main points that we covered in our conversation, 
and I hope you may have been abie to place him in possession of the 
way in which my own mind was moving in regard to them. 

If it is possible to find with good will a settlement of the Czecho
slovak question that does substantial justice to all sides of the prob
lem, I feel that nothing would more materially facilitate the estab
lishment of that understanding between our two countries that we 
both desire. 

In this connection, since I am writing, may I say that I very much. 
hope, if you get an opportunity of speaking to Herr Hitler, you Will 
ask him to give full _consideratic:.n to the contents of the personal 
letter that Lord Halifax recently addresses [Bic] to Herr von Rib
bentrop in regard to Lord Runciman's Mission.Ha 

Yours sincerely, N EVILI.E CH..umEi.I.AIN 

• Thl.eletter Is In English In the originaL 
• See docu.ment No. 800, p. 509 • 
... Document No. 323, p. 522. 



CHAPTER V 

EVENTS LEADING TO THE SEPTEMBER CRISIS 

No. 334 
F0/0291-0290 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 

RM248A 
Ambassador Attolico visited me in the country on July 26 and made 

the following communication to me: 
:Mussolini had informed Prime Minister Imredy during his visit 

to Rome that he was convinced that France and Britain would not 
fight in the event of a German-Czech conflict. Italy would support 
German policy to the full. As long as the conflict remained localized, 
Italy would remain "at the ready." France would have to take this 
Italian attitude into consideration. If France mobilized, Mussolini 
would also order mobilization, in order to bring about France's 
demobilization. But · should France resort to warlike measures 
against Germany, Mussolini would attack France. Germany and 
Italy were so closely linked together ·that their relationship was 
equivalent to an alliance. For the moment no written agreements 
existed; but this would be rectified, perhaps very soon, and indeed in 
a form which would demonstrate that the two peoples were coming 
ever closer together. 

Ambassador Attolico continued that in his opinion a German
Italian agreement might take somewhat the following form: In the 
preamble the lasting friendship of the two peoples and their present 
inviolable frontier must first be mentioned. Further, he thought of 
introducing a passage in the preamble stressing Germari-Italian co· 
operation in the Danube basin, such as had already been agreed to 
between Italy and Poland.1111 Article 1 of the treaty could contain 
agreement for general consultation, article 2 the promise of djplo· 
matic support in the case of a threat to one of the treaty partners, 
article 3 the obligation to assistance in the face of an unprovoked 
attack, as Mussolini had stated in his Genoa speech, and article 4 an 
arrangement for General Staff conversations. 

u After RP.<'k's visit to }\(ltnt> In March 1flit8. 



534 DOCUMENTS ON GEIWAN FOREIGN POLICY 

I told Ambassador .A.ttolico that I pictured the framework of the 
· treaty in a similar way and would also prepare a draft. The further 
treatment of the matter is to be discussed after my return from leave. 

RIBBE.'ITROP 

BJ:JtLIN, .August 4, 1938. 

No. 335 
2369/494684 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to tM 
German Foreign Ministry 

.A. III. 2. h. 

Subject: Reception of ·Lord Runciman • 

PRA.om, .August 4:, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5207) 

.As already reported elsewhere, Lord Runciman arrived in Prague 
on the 3d instant and was officially received at the station by repre
sentatives·of the President, the Government, and by the Mayor of 
the City of Prague. 11111 Deputies Kundt and Dr. Sebekovsky were also 
present to welcome him on behalf of the Sudeten German Party. 

I have the honor to report as follows on the events leading up to 
the participation of the Sudeten German Party representatives in 
the reception: The British :Minister here had on his own initiative 
informed the Sudeten German· Party by letter at what time and at 
which station Lord Runciman would arrive. In reply to an inquiry 
then addressed to the British Minister by the Sudeten German Party, 
Mr. Newton recommended that Herr Kundt and Dr. Sebekovsky 
should be present to welcome Lord Runciman. .At the same time the 
Minister expressed his readiness to undertake personally the intro
duction of the two gentlemen. 

The reception then passed o:ff as follows: the Chief of Protocol, who 
appeared at the station as the representative of the President of the 
Repqblic, was presented to Lord Runciman by the British Minister. 
In his turn the Chief of Protocol then introduced the representatives 
of the Czechoslovak Government and the Mayor of the City of 
Prague to the British visitor. On the other hand, the Sudeten Ger
man representatives-were presented by Mr. Newton. In his greeting, 
Deputy Kundt confined himself to saying: "I bid you welcome in the 
name of the Sudeten German people." • 

HENCKE 

.. Dr. ZenkL 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOV AKU. 1.087-1988 53~ 

No. 336 
139/12Gf83-M 

1'he German Charge d'Affaires in Ozechoalovalcia (Herufke) to tlie 
German Foreign. Mini8try 1 

Telegram . 
No. 271 of August 5 PRAGUE, August 5, 1938-9 p.m. 

Received August 5, 1938-11:20 p.m: 
In continuation of telegraphic report No. 268 of August 4.118 

1) For cooperation with Runciman the Sudeten German- Party has 
fohned: · 

(a) Political staff under leadership of K. H. Frank, to :which the 
members of the Sudeten German Party delegation for nationality 
negotiations belong. 

(b) Social staff under leadership of Prince Ulrich Kinsk:y, the 
big landowner. 

2) On August 4 a discussion, lasting one hour, took place for the 
first time between the political staff of the Sudeten German Party 
and Runciman. At the beginning Runciman emphasized that he had 
undertaken the mission on the following assumptions: ~ 

(a) Complete impartiality and the opportunity of forming his 
own judgment. 

(b) Consent of both parties. 

Runciman wants, as an honest broker, to achieve a compromise, and 
would be satisfied if he succeeded in bringing about a partial solu
tion by bridging the differences. Kundt, leader of the Sudeten Ger
man delegation, stated that between German and Czech views there 
existed one important gulf and that was the problem of National 
State-Nationality State. Even for a partial solution it was a pre
requisite that Germans and Czechs should reach a common viewpoint 
on this. Runciman requested the delegation to submit a straight
forward statement of Sudeten German wishes and demands,- and 
asked for a memorandum on fundamental differences by Monday. 

3) At Runciman's suggestion, the political staff of the Sudeten 
German Party and Runciman's colleagues met on August t in the 
evening for a discussion lasting over five hours, at which the Sudeten 
German Party demands were discussed in detail Ashton-Gwatkin 
has been instructed to prepare a memorandum on this meeting and 
submit it to Runciman tomorrow. He wants to give it beforehand 
to the Sudeten German Party for perusal. 

• Not printed. 
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The staff of the Sudet"n German Party handed to Runciman "s 
colleague, Messing, the Karlsbad speeches of June 7, Nationality post
cards, and previous Sudeten German Party literature. 

4:) Runciman told the staff of the Sudeten German Party that he 
attached no real value to negotiations with other racial groups. He 
wished to concern himself mainly with the German-Czechoslovak 

. problem; however, he thought it possible that in the course of the 
negotiations he would not be able to avoid talking with other racial 
groups. Special report on this follows. 

No. 337 
13t/U5481 

lJlemoratldum by an Otficial of Political Division I (Heyden-RyMch) 
for t"M Foreign Jlir&Uter 

l.IE:KOBA.l\"'DUl( 

(e. o. Pol Ill 2824: g) 
Drafting Officer: Counselor of Legation Baron von der Heyden

Ryrisch. 
On the occasion of a party at the British Military Attache's, the 

British Ambuwlor discussed the Czech problem in detail with Cap
tain Biirckner, head of the Foreign Section11 [Abteilung Ausland], 
whom he knows from the naval talks in London. Henderson re
peatedly emphasized on this occasion that Great Britain would not 
think of risking even one sailor or airman for Czechoslovakia, and 
that any reasonable solution would be agreed to, so long as it were 
not attempted by force. Captain Biirckner listened without comment. 
When Captain Biirclmer remarked in conclusion that we, too, would 
welcome a peaceful solution, the Ambassador indicated by an unmis
takable gesture that he doubted this. With that the conversation 
ended. 

In his report Admiral Canaris17• will inform the FUhrer of this 
conversation, and has asked that the Reich Minister be informed. 

VON DEB HEYDL~·RYKSCH 

BEBLIN, August 6, 19~ 

•te.. of the A•ugrwppe Auloal.tttacl'lriclle~~ w11cl Aliwlr (the Intelligence 
Directorate of the O.K.W.). 

- Cblef of the GenDan Secret Sen1C!e. 
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No. 338 
83T/19Tf12 

Memorandum by an Official of Political DiviBion I (Heyden-Rynsch) 
. for the Foreign Minister I 

Drafting Officer: 
Rynsch. 

MEHORANDUH 

(e. o. Pol. I M 2823 g) 
Counselor of Legation Baron von 4er Heyden-

According to information from the Supreme Headqmtrters of the 
lV ehrmacht an order has been given, because of Czech military air
craft flying over the German frontier area, that all military aircraft 
flying over the German frontier for the obvious purpose of recon
naissance (photographic, etc.) are to be fired on with live arrnnu
nition. 

By way of explanation, it may be added that at present this order has 
only a theoretical significance, since antiaircraft. batteries capable 
of opening fire have not been installed, except in prohibited areas 
declared as such. In consequence, Admiral Canaris will today submit 
a proposal to the FUhrer that antiaircraft batteries should be set up 
on certain sectors of the German-Czechoslovak frontier. In addition, 
it will be suggested that a pres!!! announcement to this effect should 
be made. 

VO.N DER HEYDEN-RYNSCH 
BERLIN, August 6, 1938. 

No. 339 
2369/494698-'100 

The German 0 harge d' .Affairea in Osechoalovakia ( H enc'ke) to 'the 
German Foreign MiniBtry 

A. III. 2. h. PRAGUE, August 6, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5247) 

In continuation of previous report of the 5th of this month,118 
Subject: Discussions between Sudeten German Party and •tord 

Runciman. 
The one-hour conversation which took place on the 4th of this 

month between Lord Runciman and the political staff of the Sudeten 
German Party was divided into a half-hour discussion between Lord 
Runciman n.nd the Sudeten German Party delegation in the presence 

• Do<-ument No. 836, p. 585. 
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of an interpreter, and a further talk lasting for half an hour at 
-which Lord Runciman's staff 51 was called in. 

Lord Runciman. first emphasized that the conditions on which he 
had nndertaken the mission had been: 

1) the guarantee of his independence and free judgment. 
2) the consent of both parties. 

He wanted to study the problem in its entirety and, having com· 
pleted his study, to offer his services as a mediator and an honest 
broker. In reply to this, Deputy Knndt, as spokesman of the Sudeten 
German Party delegation, stated that the Sudeten German Party in 
principle welcomed anyone who devoted himself to an unbiased and 
objectiv., study of the problem. Thereupon Lord Runciman invited 
the delegation to submit frankly and without reserve the wishes and 
claims of the Sudeten German Party. Lord Runciman further 
stated that he did not wish to limit participation to the official dele
gates of the Sudeten German Party, but was prepared to receive 
other Sudeten Germans whom the Sudeten German Party might 
recommend to him. But in the first place he aimed at the working 
out of a political proposal for _a settlement in collaboration with the 
Sudeten German delegation. 

From Lord Runciman's remarks his general policy, directed toward 
achieving a compromise, was evident. He used the phrase that 
he would be satisfied if he succeeded in achieving partial solutions 
by bridging the differences. D:lputy Kundt stated to Lord Runci· 
man that there was only one single essential difference between the 
Sudeten German and the Czech point of view, which was character
ized in the opposing conceptions of Nationality State and National 
State. Yet any partial solution presupposed a common Czech-Ger
man conception. Lord RunciPlan was very much interested in this, 
and requested from the Sudeten German Party a memorandum on 
the fundamental differences by :Monday. 

The 5-hour discussion on the evening of the 4th instant between 
the members of the political staff of the Sudeten German Party and 
Lord. Runciman's colleagues took place at the suggestion of Lord 
Rnnciman, who wished more detailed information on the basic differ
ences. In this conversation questions of proportion (civil servants, 
allocation of State oontracts, etc.) were discussed in detaiL 'When 
AshtoB.-Gwatkin, the British member [sic] of Lord Runciman's staff, 

• Lord Runciman's staff ~nsistoo of Mr. F. Ashton--Gwatkin, bead of the 
Economic Relations Department of the Foreign Office, Mr. Robert Stopford. Mr. 
Geotrrey Peto, formerly Lord Runciman's Parliamentary private secretary, and 
Mr. Ian Henderson, the British Consul at Innsbruck. wbo was appointed as special 
observer with the rank of Second Secretary at Reichenberg (Liberec). The1 
were later joined by a civil eervant. Mr. David Stephens. 
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asked why the Nationality Statute proposed by the Czechoslovak 
Government was useless, he was referred for proof to the publica
tion of the Sudeten German memorandum. It was demonstrated in 
detail to the British members that . the ·putting into effect of the 
Sudeten German proposals would neither make Czechoslovakia a 
federal or any other kind of federative State, nor would it mean 
the destruction of the State, faets which the British finally admitted. 
Kundt pointed out with emphasis the existing divergence between the 
Czech and Sudeten German peints of view in the question of the 
Nationality Statute. Ashton-Gwatkin, the member of the British 
Staff, will,prepare by Saturday a memorandum on the minutes of 
this discussion, which will be made available beforehand for perusal 
by the Sudeten German Party. 

In the course of the discussion, Peto, Lord Runciman's secretary, 
showed great understanding for the Sudeten German Party's attitude 
of dislike for the Jews in Czechoslovakia, whom he described as not 
comparable with British Jews .. 

Six copies of each of the following documents were handed to 
Lord Runciman's colleagues: ·. 

1) Sudeten German Party's memorandum of June 7, in German, 
2) Sudeten German Party's memorandum of June 7, in English, 
3) Konrad Henlein's speech at the Karlsbad Party Rally, in 

English, 
4) Dr. Sebekovsky's speech at the Karlsbad Party Rally, in 

English, 
6) Nationality postcards, 
7) Die Tschechoslowakei im Spiegel der Statistik by Erwin 

Winkler, 
8) The pamphlet "Words and Deeds." 

HENCKE 

No. 340 
1613/386954--56 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in OzechoslO'I.'akia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PRAGUE, August 6,,1938. 
A. III. 2. h. (Pol. I 1867 g (II)) 
Subject: Information from Great Britain and France on~the Czecho-

slovak problem. 
Deputy Kundt, the president of the Parliamentary Club of the 

Sudeten German Party, who, as is known, has been designated by 
Konrad Henlein ns the leader of the Sudeten German delegation in 
the negotiations, has given me confidentially the following political 

79766(-..49-wl. U-40 
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infonnation, which he has received from an agent. This agent
moreoYer a non·Aryan-whom Herr Kundt describes as a tested and 
reliable informant is, because of his long legal cooperation, a good 
friend of the French Professor Brunet, who enjoys a reputation in 
France ns a minority politician and who was at one time Under 
Secretary of State in the French Ministry of Finance, when Bonnet, 
the present Foreign l\finister, was at its head. Professor Brunet, 
who for 20 years has been closely acquainted with the Sudeten Ger
man problem, and who on various occasions has shown remarkable 
understanding for the Gennan group [Volksgruppe], is in his turn a 
friend of l\I. Bonnet. Professor Brunet has made use of the agent for 
requests and infonnation which he wishes to pass on to Kundt or the 
Sudeten German Party. Apart from his connection with Professor 
Brunet, the agent: also has access to the present British Minister of 
Transport 60 and other British politicians. 

The agent was recently in Paris and London and had exhaustive 
conversations with Professor Brunet and his British friends, among 
them also the British Minister of Transport. As a result of his talks 
with Bonnet, the Foreign Minister, and Daladier, the Prime Minister, 

· Professor Brunet informed him that the French Government was 
considering sending him (Brunet) to Prague if occasion arises, to 
work along5id.e Lord Runciman as French mediator. Brunet in
structed the agent to obtain Kundt's view on this. The agent gave 
as his own opinion that presumably Kundt's view would be that the 
present moment was not suitable for sending a mediator. Herr 
Kundt had concurred with this view. 

The British Minister of Transport and other British politicians 
had expressed themselves to the agent on. the political situation in 
the following terms: . 

The FUhrer and Reich ·Chancellor, supported by a strong pnrty 
majority, doubtless intended at present to preserve peace. Influential 
circles in Great Britain regarded him as the most important figure 
since Napoleon, who, with extraordinary skill, understood how to 
I'ecognize and exploit every weakness of his opponents. In spite of 
all negotiations and fundamental readiness for peace, however, the 
FUhrer would not be deterred at the crucial moment from doing what 
he considered to be for the advantage and expansion of the power of 
the German Reich. All the agreements should not blind people to 
the fact that he was firmly resolved to carry out the program he 
had laid down. 

As for the attitude of Poland, it is thought in Paris and London 
that in May of this year the Polish Government hinted in Berlin 

• The Right Honorable Leslie Burgin. 
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that, in the event of an A11glo-German conflict, Poland would be on 
the side of the opponents of the Reich. 

Hungary was being closely watched. The overthrow of the Gov-
ernment was "not regarded as improbable. , 

Rumania was showing a strong desire for independence. In this 
connection the British Minister of Transport referred to Great Brit
ain's recent financial commitments in Rumania. 

The Sudeten German question was not ultimately an economic prob
lem. In the view of the British Government, effective support of 
Sudeten German industry could considerably ease the situation. 

Great Britain certainly did not want war. However, should it be 
unavoidable, she would prefer it not to happen for a year, even 
better, for 2 years. In Great Britain among other things an 80 
percent loss of the aircraft available on the outbreak of war ·was 
reckoned with within 3 months. I<~xperimental aircraft were no 
longer being built singly, but in series of up to 40, in order to speed 
up the construction of the necessary new types. 

HENCKE 

No. 341 
397/212868 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Ozechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram• 

No. 272 of August 7 • PRAGUE, August 7, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 52!4) 

The Polish Minister82 here gave me the following information, 
which had reached him from Czech Socialist quarters, and for the 
truth of which he could not vouch: · 

At the instigation of the Runciman Mission, Alex!ndrovsky, the 
Soviet Minister in Prague, called on President Benes a few days ago 
and assured him that the Soviet Union would fulfill her obligation e2a 
to render aid in a German-Czech conflict, even in the case of hostile 
developments in the Far East. · 

HENCKE 

11 This telegram was circulated to the Embassies In Washington, Rome (Quiri
nal), Paris, London, Toyko, Moscow, and Warsaw, and to the Legations In Buda
pest, Belgrade, and Bucharest. 

The copy printed ~~~ that sent to the 1rloscow Embassy and bears penciled 
notes in Schulenburg's hand. 

a Dr. Kasimir Papee . 
.. Marginal note by Schulenburg: "Which 'l specify?" 
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No. 342 
337/197411 

Minute by an Otficiol of Political Dwiaion I (Heyden·R!fMch) 
.MINUTE 

(zu Pol. I M 2823 g) 
Drafting Officer: Counselor of Legation Baron von der Heyden-

Rynsch. · 

The Fuhrer has decided tha.t the proposal of the Supreme Head· 
quarters of the w ehrmacht to move a few antiaircraft batteries up
to the Czech frontier shall be put into effect. He has not agreed to 
a public announcement of these measures.es 

According to Supreme Headquarters' verbal explanatory statement, 
the deployment of antiaircraft defense units will not assume very 
great proportions and is, moreover, within the framework of meas
ures actually contemplated at a later date. 

VON DER HEYDEN·RYNSCH 

BERLIN, August 8, 1938. 

No. 343 
387/197402, 197401Hl6 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the Foreig11 
- Mi'li:isteres• 

VERY URGENT BERLIN, August 9, 1938, 
I herewith submit .a letter of August 3 from Mr. Chamberlain,&~ 

the Prime Minister, to von Dirksen, the Ambassador, and the drafl 
of an answer from Dirksen to Chamberlain. Herr von Dirksen has 
by taking advantage of an opportunity which presented itself, sub· 
mitted the documents to me from his place of leave with the requesl 
th~t I should examine them and, if necessary, make proposals fm 
their alteration. 

An answer had probably ~st not be given to the last paragrapl 
of Chamberlain's letter, in which he requests that Herr von Dirkser 
should take up with the Fuhrer Lord Halifax's letter to the Reicl 
Foreign Minister. . 

Herewith submitted to the Reich Minister with the request for 1 

decision. 
WoERMAN:II 

• ct. document No. 338, p. 587 . 
.. A marginal handwritten note by Woermann dlre..•ts that a copy be sel)t to th 

London EmbaS~o~y . 
.. Document No. 333, p. 582. 
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[Enclosure) 

Draft of Letter From the German Ambassador in Great Britain 
(Dirksen) to the British Prime Minister (Ohamberlai~)'6 . 

PRIVATE AND PERSONAL AUGUST 7, 1938. 
MY DEAR PRIME MINISTER: I thank you very much for Y!lUr kind 

letter of August 3rd concerning the Czechoslovak question and the 
mission of Lord Runciman to Prague. Though I had not the pleasure 
of meeting Lord Runciman during my stay in London I am con~ 
vinced that he has all the qualities needed in the difficult task which 
he has undertaken. So far as I was able to observe his mission was 
greeted by the German pres~ and public opinion with full sympathy.88. 

Before leaving Berlin yesterday I had a long talk ·with Herr von 
Ribbentrop. I shall see the Fuhrer next week in Berchtesgaden who 
was up to now in Bayreuth and stayed only a few hours in Berlin. 
As I am going in a few days for a cure to Bad Reichenhall, which is 
in the vicinity of Berchtesgaden, I shall have full opportunity ~o · 
speak to him and give him further details concerning the points we 
covered in our conversation, of which he has-of course-received 
a telegraphic and a written report immediately after our conversation 
had taken place.oo 

(On the occasion of my conversation with the Chancellor I shall 
mention-as you. suggest-the personal letter Lord Halifax ad·· 
dressed recently to Herr von Ribbentrop in regard to Lord Runci
man's mission.) 87 

Yours sincerely, voN DmKSEN 

• The original is in English and bears a penciled marginal note: ".final draft.'' 
"This sentence is deleted in pencil. 
"Parentheses are inserted In the original in pencil. 
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No. 344 
23S9/4H787-80 

Tlu German Charge tl'Af!airu in. Cuclws'l<n:Jal-ia (Hen.cke) to the 
German. Foreign N inistry 

A.. llL 2. h. PBA.om:, August 10, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5360) 

With reference to report A.. Til. 2. h. of August 10, 1938, and in con
tinuation of an additional report of August 9 of this year.'~'• 

Subject: Negotiations between Sudeten Gt'Jrman Party and Lord 
Runciman. 

On August 9 of this year a renewed discussion took place between 
the Sudeten Gt'Jrman Party's delegation and Lord Runciman's staff. 
His Lordship was present during the greater part of the conversa
tion. The course of the conversation is to be seen from the enclosed 
memorandum which a member of the Legation drew up on the basis 
of information from Deputy Kundt. 

Details of the meeting which took place on the 9th of this month 
between Lord Runciman and the Czechoslovak Prime Minister are 
not yet known. 

[Enclosure] 

}h:HORANDUll 

. Jh.~CK.E 

In accordance with instructions I made inquiries of the Sudeten 
German Party delegation as to the course of the negotiations of 
August 9. Lord Runciman was himself present at this discussion, 
it was said, in order to invalidate the rumors circulated by British 
journalists that he did not consider the negotiating delegation of the 
Sudeten German Party of equal status with Konrad Henlein and 
K. H. Frank. Immediately he appeared he declared that he would 
also be very glad to make the acquaintance of such people as the 
Sudeten German Party should introduce to him. Kundt handed over 
the enclosed short m~orandum in English. n Runciman stated that 
he had exerted his inftuence on Hodza in order that the conversations 
betweea the Sudeten German Party and the Coalition should be 
resumed; in connection with which he mentioned-obviously under 

• Not printed. The report A. IlL 2. h. of August 10 forwarded copies of memo
randa gi1ing details of the conversations on Augnst 4 between Lord Runciman's 
stall' and the Sudeten German Party, and the grounds of disa~ment between 
tbe'Sodeten German Party and the Czech Government (2369/494'ii5-86). 

11 Not printed. 
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Hodza's influence-the Parliamentary Committee. At this juncture 
Kundt set forth the progress of the negotiations since May: 

(a) The Sudeten German Party submitted proposals to Dr. Hodza. 
verbally on May 29 and in writing on June 7. · 

(b) Dr. Hodza's promise in the name of the Government followed 
on July 15: 

1) That the Sudeten German Party's memorandum ranked equal 
with the proposals of the Government as a basis for nego· 
tiations. 

2) Hodza promises written statement of Government's attitude 
to Sudeten German Party's memorandum. 

To date, the Government's proposal has not arrived ,in its final 
form, nor has the Government's statement of their attitude to the 
Sudeten German Party's proposals. Kundt further declared that 
there was no question of negotiations with a committee of Coalition 
deputies, as the Sudeten German Party was the representative body 
of the Sudeten Germans and hence, correspondingly, only a com· 
mittee of the political Ministers could be considered as opposite party 
for negotiations. It was no Party matter, but a matter between the 
Sudeten Germans and the system which was represented by the 
political Ministers. Negotiations with the Coalition deputies would 
only be possible if the latter were given general plenary powers by 
the Government. But any such action would be unconstitutional. 
Besides, the Sudeten German Party had Dr. Hodza's promise that 
the first meeting with the political Ministers would be resumed. 
(Kundt said this in the knowledge that Hodza wished to speak to 
him today, Wednesday. Malypetr12 has the same intention. Kundt 
avoided this conversation, which should already have taken place 
on Tuesday, in order first of all to acquaint Runciman with the 
position.) Kundt then asked Runciman whether he wished to in
fluence the modus procedendi between the Sudeten German Party 
and the Government, or· wished to hand over the initiative to these 
two themselves. Runciman adopted the view that if a settlement 
could be obtained it was unimportant who took the initiative. He 
was ready to intervene providing he was invited, if possible by .both 
l'lides, to tnke this action. Should this not be the case his position 
in this matter would naturally be a difficult one. Kundt emphasized 
that for the Sudeten German Party the opposite negotiating party 
could only be the Government, as it was they who were responsible 
for the system. He further explained that signs of an increased 
tension of atmosphere had been present for the last fortnight: the 

"Jan 1\Ial~·petr, member of the Czech Agrarian Party; 1\Iinister of Interior, 
Hl22-25: In 1926 became Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies; Prime Minister, 
November 1932-November 1935; then re-elected Speaker of Chamber of Deputies. 
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attack on Eichholz, the Sudeten German Party deputy in Prague; Tl 

.the stabbing of a Sudeten German Party man in Hartmanitz; agita
tion in German territory by the Bene8 deputy, Dr. David, in con
jun.ction with the district prefect [Bezirkshauptm.ann] in Dux; the 
shots fired at German agricultural workers, etc.; the arms depots 
of Czech civilians in German territory, and the military training 
of Czech men and women by Czech military personnel. The 
Germans felt that their lives were in danger; it was therefore under
standable if the German population demanded self-protection or
ganizations from the Sudeten German Party or an international 
protective body. This statement resulted from the feeling of Euro
pean responsibility. Runciman answered these statements by saying 
that his mission was in the service of European peace. (According 
to the declarations of the Sudeten German Party delegation, the 
British a.ll maintained "a diplomatic and extremely attentive expres
sion" during these observations by Kundt.) Peto afterwards told 
Kundt that his observations had been brief and to the point. This 
was also the reason why, at Runciman's departure, Runciman de
clared to Kundt: "You are 'Doctor' Kundt, are you not Y" Thereupon 
Kundt answered: "No, just Kundt." To which Runciman remarked: 
"T ou have spoken like a professional lawyer." Kundt answered: 
"Advocattu populi." At this point Runciman withdrew. It is 
alleged that he had wished to do this an hour before, but had been 
held by Kundt's representations on the para-military incidents. 

In the subsequent conversations Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin asked Kundt 
what he thought of the possibility of a solution. Kundt answered: 
"That is to be obtained only by means of foreign political pressure. 
The Czechs will only become reasonable if the British and, by their 
agency, the French, express their intention of not sacrificing soldiers' 
lives for the stupidities of Czech policy. The Czech press, including 
the BeneS press, was persuading the Czechs that Britain would help 
in any contingency. It must plainly be stated that she would not 
help." Gwatkin answered: "British help is, however, not so certain." 

Kundt further informed me that in his view the final decision of 
the British Government depended on the opinion which Runciman 
formed as a result of the conversations here. It was extremely 
problematic whether Britain could convince France also. 

In the course of the conversations Lord Runciman had further 
proposed to Kundt that the entire negotiations should be taken up 
.from the beginning again. Thereupon Kundt expressed the point 

• A Slovak municipal official slapped Eichholz's face after a dispute in the 
Ha.saryk Station at Prague on August 5. · 
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of view that this would be possible if, in the course of the newly 
commenced negotiations, the promises were kept which the Govern-
ment had already made to the Sudeten German Party. , 

DR. OsKAR MITIS 

PRAGUE, August 10, 1938. 

No. 345 
621/250598-601 

1'he German Ambassador in France (Welczeclc) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

A' 3236 · P ABis, A~gust 10, 1938. 
(Pol. II 2462) 

With reference to report telephoned to Herr Woermann, Under 
State Secretary. 

Subject: Conversation with M. Bonnet, the Foreign Minister. 
The Foreign Minister asked me to visit him yesterday in order 

to discuss the political position with me in the usual manner, and to 
put me in the picture regarding the attitude of his Government- to 
current questions. Bonnet observed by way of introduction that he 
was accustomed to think openly, as it were, when with me, for cer
tain of his communications were of a confidential nature and only 
intended for me and for my superiors. He believed that, by em
ploying the utmost frankness, he coul{l contribute toward the creation 
of an atmosphere of confidence between Germany and France.' The 
game of hide-and-seek led nowhere. 

Bonnet began his observations with the statement that the report 
of deliveries of arms to Red Spain across the Pyrenean frontier, and 
of the dispatch of 8,000 volunteers, alleged to have been conveyed 
across French soil to Red Spain on the basis of an agreement between 
Chautemps and the Ambassador of Red Spain in Paris-:-a report at 
first brought out by the Agenzia Stefani as a telegram from Paris, 
and to which he had already issued a dementi-was pure invention 
from beginning to end. He had summoned the representative of the 
Agenzia Stefani here in order to question him, and the latter had 
solemnly declared to him that for weeks he had not sent oft' such 
a message or anything similar. Hence Bonnet considered that this 
had been fabricated in Rome and had been furnished with a. Paris 
stamp. He was abstaining from adding a comment to this but only 
wished to point out the clumsiness of the "fabricator" who had 
named Chautemps of all people, the chief protagonist of the policy 
of nonintervention, as the party who had negotiated with the 
Spanish Ambassador here. Unfortunately the Spanish Ambassador 
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had left for :Moscow on August 1, and Chautemps lay ill in a small 
mountain health resort. All these fabrications of rumor and imagina· 
tion would be robbed of point if the London resolutions were put 
into effect. The long silence of Salamanca was somewhat disquieting 
after Barcelona had agreed more than a fortnight ago. This was 
also incomprehensible inasmuch as Franco had repeatedly stated 
that he no longer needed the German and Italian volunteers, and 
was strong enough, with his 700,000 trained men, to conduct the war 
to a victorious conclusion without foreign help. His, Bonnet's, point 
of view regarding the Spanish question remained unchanged, in spite 
of all persecutions by the I...eft and other domestic difficulties. He 
firmly adhered to the policy of nonintervention, and would welcome· 
any regime d:'ordre in Spain. 

As regards the attitude of the German and French press, he could 
affirm with satisfaction that our press agreement was working out 
favorably, and that at the present time there was a sensible relax· 
ation of tension extending to most fields. People were particularly 
impressed by the intelligent appreciation in the German press of the 
visit of the British King. If I had any complaints regarding the 
newspapers here which he was in a position to influence, he was 
always at my disposal; but he did not wish to conceal that he could 
undertake no action against Left Wing newspapers of the caliber 
of the Humanite and the Populaire. 

The Foreign Minister then turned to the Sudeten German question 
and tile mission of Runciman. He had already been invited by the 
British Government on June 25 to state his views regarding the latter, 
and in spite of the opinion, partly represented in his own Cabinet 
also, that the matter in question constituted an intrusion into the 
domestic affairs of Czechoslovakia, he at once agreed. The Russians 
had even twice sent ~I. Souritz 74 to him unsuccessfully to advise 
him strongly against the sending of Runciman, who was not only 
adviser but, in the final analysis, arbitrator in the Sudeten German
Czech conflict. He, Bonnet, however, still considered the sending of 
Runciman to be right and proper, in spite of the fact that the Czechs 
sought to represent him as· a pronounced friend of Germany. 1Ve 
would have to go to th~ extreme bounds of compromise in the Sudeten 
German question, even though this did not suit the Czechs. Looked 
at theoretical1y, the following possibilities might result from Runci-
man's visit: ~ 

1) Both parties, the Czechs, as well as the Sudeten Germans, might 
be satisfied with the solution. This possibility was, however, as good 
as excluded. 

'*Russian ·Ambas:..qd(lr in Paris:.. 
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2) The Czechs might be agreeable, the Sudeten Germans not. Then 
ways and means of reaching an agreement would have to be sought, 

3) the Sudeten Germans might be agreeable, the Czechs, however, 
not. Then the Czechs would have to be induced to accept Runciman's 
plan notwithstanding. ' 

In general I maintained a receptive attitude to Bonnet's observa
tions, but repeatedly pointed out that I personally approached all 
Czech promises with the greatest skepticism, and that only a radical 
solution would ensure a lasting peace in the heart of Europe, while 
any compromise solution would always tear open- again the old 
wounds. In spite of all my references tQ the grave consequences 
which might result from further Czech provocation, the Foreign 
Minister displayed pronounced optimism. He described to me in 
this connection the extraordinarily favorable impression which Gen
eral Le Rond had received during his visit to Berchtesgaden,7ii and 
'during which the possibility of a peaceful solution of the Sudeten 
German problem had been very much in the foreground. The 
Foreign Minister concluded by expressing his desire, which he had 
repeatedly put to me, that the clarification of the Sudeten German 
question might become the prelude to conversations on all pending 
questions in which we were interested. 

Finally, I would like to correct the statement of Le Journal by 
saying that not a word was spoken of the Russian-Japanese conflict 
during the conversation, and that I expressed no opinion on the 
Runciman Mission. 

H. WELCZECK 

No. 346 
139/125506-08 

1'he British Foreign Secretary ( Halifaz) to the British Ambassador 
in Germany {Henderson) 78 

~!EHoRANDUM To Hrs luJEsTY's AMBAssADOR, BERLIN 

1. The Prime Minister and I have been reflecting upon the con
versation which I had with Captain Wiedemann last month, with 
particular reference to the steps which the GPrman and British 
Governments might be able to take not merely to enclosure 78a the best 
possible relations between their two countries but also to bring about 
such an appeasement of the international situation as would make 
for an all-round economic and political improvement. We have real-

.. Cf. document No. ~9. p. 484. 
'' Text in English In the originaL 
, .. Presumably "ensure" is Intended. 
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ized, as we feel sure the German Chancellor must, that progress on 
these lines is hindered by the present state of tension that surrounds 
the Czechoslovak question. 

2. As the German Chancellor will be aware, we have recognized 
that there is a real problem here. He will know, too, that we have 
not been concerned to express any opinion as to the lines upon which 
the question ought to be settled. Our interest in the subject is based 
upon our conviction that it is a potential source of danger to 
European peace, and we have been anxious to assist in finding a 
peaeeful.solution. Accordingly, we have consistently exercised our 
influence at Prague to facilitate the early discovery of such a solution 
which of course- must be one to give satisfaction to the legitimate 
aspirations of the Sudeten section of the population. Lord Runci
man's Mission as an independent investigator and mediator will, we 
hope, prove what it was intended to be, namely, a practical and 
effective factor in enabling such a solution to be arrived at, and we 
were particularly pleased to note that Lord Runciman received a 
warm welcome from all parties in Czechoslovakia. The fact that this 
Mission was made the subject of no hostile comment in Germany had 
encouraged us in the view we had already formed from my conversa
tion with the German Chancellor last year and from what Captain 
Wiedemann had said to me quite recently, that Herr Hitler, like His 
Majesty's Government, desired ·to see the Czechoslovak question 
settled appropriately, but by peaceful and amicable methods. 

3. This hopeful attitude on our part has been shaken 'recently by 
the behavior of the German press, which, as it seems to us, has been 
going out of its way to whip up public opinion to a state of danger

-ous exasperation over every incident, occurring either in Czechoslo-
vakia or on the frontier. · 

4. On the top of this, and following upon the decision to complete 
the system of western fortifications in the shortest possible time, 
comes the news that it is intended to bring an unusual number of 
formations of the German Army up to war strength for special 
training next month ·and to prolong thereafter the service of men 
who would normally be released. Although the British Military 
Attache has been very courteously informed of these measures, he 
has not been given any explanation of their necessity at this par· 
ticular-- juncture other than that they are intended to test the effi
ciency of the war organization. 

5. Our comment on this must be that such abnormal and unusual 
efforts made at such a moment c1mnot fail to be interpreted as a 
threatening gesture toward Czechoslovakia. In our view they will 
be bound to increase the feeling of tension throughout Europe gen-
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erally and may well lead to such. a deterioration in the.situation as 
might compel the Czechoslovak Government to regard themselves as 
menaced and to feel impelled, therefore, for their part, to take what·· 
ever precautionary measures may be open to them. The ~suit of 
all this upon the Runciman Mission could hardly fail to be disastrous. 
The almost certain consequences would be that all chance of success
ful mediation would be destroyed and the efforts of the British Gov
ernment to find a peaceful solution would be brought to naught. A 
situation might rapidly arise in which-to quote the words I ·used 
in my letter of July 28 to Herr von Ribbentrop 71__;."It is no exag
geration to say that the peace of every one of the Great Powers of 
Europe might be endangered." 

6. We have no doubt that some, at any rate, of these considerations 
must be in the mind of the German Chancellor, and that he has taken 
his decisions for reasons that seem to him good. 

7. Yet we do not hesitate to ask him to consider again· whether it 
is really necessary to run such grave and incalculable ·risks and, 
incidentally, to endanger and perhaps even destroy the prospects of 
a resumption before long of the conversations between our two 
Governments. 

8. So far as we know, no irrevocable steps have yet been taken, and 
we therefore would appeal to Herr Hitler not to do anything which 
might sterilize Lord Runciman's Mission and prematurely and un
necessarily create a fresh crisis in Europe. It seems to us that it 
should be possible for the Chancellor so to modify his military meas
ures as to avoid the danger that we foresee, and we would accord
ingly urge him with all possible earnestness to take this course. 

HALIFAX 

AuausT 11, 1938. 

No. 347 
Fl7/28f-86 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 

TOP SECRE1' BERLIN, August 12, 1938. 
The British Ambassador notified me that he intended visiting me 

at. 7:30 this e\·ening and added that the matter in question was 
serious. He called on me at the appointed time and stated th11t he 
had today received two copies of a memorandum from Lord Halifax:Ts 
by special courier and had been instructed to have one copy trans-

"Document No. 323, p. 522. 
"Document No. 346, supra. 
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mitted to the FUhrer and the other to the Reich Foreign Minister. 
It concerned the German military measures now in progress. I in
terrupted the Ambassador at this point and told him I was astonished 
he shoul~ touch on this matter as, indeed, the British Military At
tache was accurately informed as to the setting up of reserve forma
tions, etc. Henderson said that this was known to his Government 
and was also mentioned in the memorandum which he asked me to 
read. After the reading of the memorandum I told the Ambassador 
that I was not the person to whom the document was addressed, but 
that, for myself personally, I must flatly reject his step. The Am
bassador asked in this connection how I interpreted the word "reject." 
I replied that I interpreted it as meaning to decline to conduct a 

· conversation with him regarding German military measures. I could 
easily counter by questioning him on the British air maneuvers. 

The Ambassador then made a few further observations regarding 
the purport of the memorandum. Germany had a perfect right to 
take such military measures as she pleased. However, what caused 
the British Government anxiety and had led them to take this step 
was the time chosen and the effect which our military measures must 
have on Czechoslovakia. I repeated that I must flatly decline a 
discussion on this subject. The Ambassador for his part then drew 
attention to the fact-as I had already done at the beginning-that 
it was the FUhrer to whom the document was addressed. He hoped, 
nevertheless, that the FUhrer would find an opportunity to modify 
the military measures now in progress in accordance with the wishes 
expressed in the memorandum. In this connection I repeated that 
I could naturally make no statement on behalf of the FUhrer, but 
that I was convinced that there could be no question of any action 
of this sort. 

I then asked the Ambassador what were the real circumstances 
regarding the transmission of the memorandum to Lammers, the 
Reich Minister. The Ambassador said that he had complied with 
the instructions given him by Lord Halifax to cause the memorandum 
to be transmitted to the FUhrer by calling on Lammers, just before 
visiting me, and handing him the copy intended for the FUhrer. I 
expressed to the Ambassador my extreme astonishment at this pro-
cedure. · 

SiP-Nevile Henderson said in conclusion that it was Lord Halifax's 
wish that the step should remain absolutely secret. No one had been 
informed of it, not even the French Government. Finally, the Am
bassador again touched on the rumors circulating in the Diplomatic 
Corps. He said that M. Fran<;ois-Poncet was decidedly uneasy but 
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had not mentioned details. His conversation with the Czech Minister 
had followed similar lines. 

WoERMANN 
BERLIN, August 12, 1938. 

No. 348 
337/197353-54 

Unlligned Foreign Ministry Minute on the British Memorandum of 
August 12, 1938 

[c: AuGUST 12, 1938.] 

1) The ewternal form of the new British document. 
aJ The paper handed over is not in the form of a memorandum 

directed to the FUhrer or the Reich Government, but is, as the 
heading expressly states, a memorandum directed to the British Am
bassador. The fact that it bears the signature of the British Forei~'11 
Minister tallies with this. · 

b) It does not follow from the wording of the document that 
the memorandum directed to the Ambassador, that is, the instruction 
as such primarily intended for him, was to be handed over to the 
German authorities. On the other hand, the Ambassado.r stated by 
word of mouth, when handing it over in the Foreign Ministry, 
that he had received two copies of the memorandum with the in
structions to have one delivered to the FUhrer and the oth~r to the 
Reich Foreign Minister. 

2) The textual character of the document. 
As regards contents the document has not the character .of a dip

lomatic intervention, but the character of a personal appeal to the 
FUhrer which, from its wording, does not originate with the British 
Foreign Minister alone, but with the British Premier and Foreign 
Minister jointly. It makes no demands and avoids the form of direct 
threats. It expresses, however, and indeed in the niost urgent 
manner, the request to modify the measures ordered without signify
ing in detail what these modifications should be. 

3) The manner of executing the demarche. .. 
a) The Ambassador carried out the demarche by first delivering 

to th6 Reich Minister, Lammers, the copy intended for the FUhrer, 
and only later handing over in the Foreign Ministry the copy 
intended for the Reich Foreign Minister. It is not clear whether 
he was instructed from London to carry out the demarche iri this 
manner, or whether this procedure was adopted on his own initiative. 



554 DOCUMENTS ON GER?tiAN FOREIGN POLICY 

b) In accordance with existing usage we cannot simply deny a 
foreign Ambassador the right of carrying out the instructions of his 
Government directly with the Head of State. We can, however, 
demand that he should in such cases first address himself to the 
Foreign Minister or his office, and acquaint them with his intended 
step, so that the Foreign Minister may have the opportunity of 
obtaining a decision from the Head of State as to whether he wishes 
to accept the intended direct demarche or not. Nor can the Am
bassador excuse himself by the fact that he did not deliver the docu
ment directly to the Fiihrer, but to the head of the Reich Chancellery. 
On the contrary, this makes his oversight still more serious,. as he 
cannot even adduce in his defense the argument that, owing to the 
especial urgency and importance of the matter, and owing to the 
personal absence of the Reich Foreign Minister, he had been forced 
to insist on an immediate and direct conversation with the Fuhrer 
personally. 

No. 349 
28/18778-80 

The German Oharg~ d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 281 of August 12 PRAGUE, August 12, 1938. 
With reference to report A. III. 2. h. of August 10.79 

1. Discussions between Sudeten German Party delegation and Lord 
Runciman were continued on August 11. Runciman requested ex
planations to Sudeten German Party's memorandum of August 9 
(to be compared with report A. III. 2. h. paragraph 2 of August 10). 
Further, as Runciman had expressed the wish to make contacts with 
Sudeten German circles outside of the delegation, the names of 
persons suitable for this purpose were mentioned to him. Runciman 
attached special importance to meeting Henlein. On instruction 
of K. H. Frank, delegation at first answered evasively. Today, 
however, meeting was proposed for middle of next week in the 
country. 

K. H. Frank today pays Runciman courtesy visit. 
Next discussion b'etween Sudeten German Party delegation and 

Runciman presumaoly on August 16. 
2. On A~gust 10 conversation took place between Kundt and 

Premier regarding modm procedendi for further negotiations. 
Hodza, who made an attempt to push the negotiations off on the . 

n Document No. 844, p. 544, and footnote '10 thereto. 
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Parliamentary committee, finally recognized Kundt's view that only 
a committee of political Ministers could be considered as opposite 
party to the Sudeten German Party in the negotiations. Kundt 
further insisted that, for the time being, only the basis for 'the solu
tion of the Sudeten German problem should be discussed and not 
questions of detail. · 

On August 11 the conference took place between the Sudeten Ger
man Party delegation on the one side and the committee of political 
Ministers and the Coalition committee on the other. Hodza read 
out the Government's statement of attitude to the Sudeten German 
Party's memorandum of June 7, the contents of which did not go 
beyond the Government's proposals (Statute and Law for Organiza
tion of Self-Administration) and was therefore unsatisfactory. The 
Premier expressed his hope for the reconciliation of the opposing 
viewpoints. 

Next session contemplated for August 17. Sudeten German Party 
delegation wishes to deliver Hodza on the 17th a reply in writing 
to the Government's statement of attitude regarding Sudeten Ger
man Party's memorandum of June 7. Prospects of the final written 
draft of this statement of attitude have been held out by the Premier. 
It is alleged that this reply will be made available to Runciman 
beforehand-on, August 16. By introduction of a special exchange 
or documents regarding its memorandum of June 7 the Sudeten 
German Party pursues tactical design of drawing out negotiations. 

3. The Hungarians were today received by Runciman and they 
handed over a detailed memorandum. The Poles have so far not 
approached Runciman. Contrary to telegraphed report No. 274 of 
August 9,80 Slovaks have drawn up and signed draft of bill of 
autonomy but have not yet sent it to Parliament. Reasons for this 
are said to lie in differences of opinion inside the Slovak People's 
Party. · 

4. Ashton-Gwatkin informed me at a party where we met that 
Runciman welcomed fact that direct and objective discussions be
tween Government and Sudeten German Party were now initiated, 
and that agreement had been reached regarding terms of reference 
of negotiations. Runciman would for the time being not interveM 
in these discussions. Rumors that His Lordship intended going to 
London to make a report were incorrect. 

• Not printed. 
'197114--49-vol. D--41 

' HENCKE 
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No. 350 
139/125522-24 

Foreign M inist1'1J Memorandum 
SECRET BERLIN, August 13, 1938. 

1tfEMORANDUM: 

This morning Dr. Kier,81 who was announced by a telegram from 
the Prague Legation, called at the Foreign Ministry. As is known, 
he has been appointed by the Volksdeutsche MittelAJtelle, in con~ 
currence with the Foreign Ministry, as adviser in constitutional law 
to the Sudeten German Party_ during the present negotiations with 
the Czech Government. 

Dr. Kier referred in his report to certain factual and personal 
contradictions which had arisen of late, and which he feared would 
embarrass the Party in their negotiations with the Czech Govern· 
ment and with Lord Runciman. For 8 weeks Karl Hermann Frank 

· had completely isolated Konrad Henlein from the members of the 
negotiating delegation-that is, first and foremost, from Kundt. 
During this time no one besides Karl Hermann Frank knew the 
whereabouts of Henlein. This, however, he did not disclose, so 
that during the whole intervening period neither Kundt nor mem
bers of the negotiating delegation had the opportunity to expound 
their views on the state of the negotiations to Henlein himself. These 
reports, in fact, passed exclusively through Frank. It was not known 
in what form this was done. 

At the internal discussiong Frank adopted a completely negative 
point of view. He dropped such remarks as: "It is all the same 
what is negotiated. Everything will turn out differently." In addi
tion· he repeatedly expressed the view that in his opinion and "ac
cording to certain special information" in his possession there could 
be no question of a settlement of the Sudeten German question except 
by force. The other members of the executive of the Sudeten Ger
man Party had not yet succeeded in inducing Frank to give further 
indications as to what this special information concerned, to which 
he had already made repeated reference. They had the impression 
-especially Kundt-that, as far as they were concerned, if thi~ .in
formation actually had serious foundations, further negotiation was 
natur!!!ly pointless. They, of course, fear that, in view of the ex~ 
press readiness to negotiate which the Czechs had emphasized since 
the arrival of His Lordship in Prague, Runciman and others would 
soon gain the impression that the Sudeten Germans did not desire 
a peaceful settlement, and would therefore automatically place on 

11 See footnote 98, p. 487. 
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their shoulders the responsibility for a breakdown of the negotia
tions. Hence it would follow that-contrary to what Kundt had 
hitherto attempted-the Sudeten German Party were trying, by 
continuing negotiations and by ever renewed emphasis on their 
readiness to negotiate, not to prejudice the solution of the. Sudeten 
German problem in any way and hence, also, not to compel the Reich 
to take decisions perhaps at a time undesirable to it. 

It seems to Dr. Kier necessary that, in order to reestablish a. unifonn 
line of policy in the present· extremely difficult position, it should be 
ascertained whether instructions formerly given to the effect 'that 
the Sudeten German Party were to negotiate were still valid, and 
what lay behind the special infonnation and instructions to which 
Karl Hermann Frank.referred, and which seemed to lead in anotl1er 
direction. Dr. Kier personally takes the view that the Czechs are 
not to be given the opportunity of placing on our shoulders the 
responsibility for a possible breakdown of the negotiations. He is, ·· 
moreover, of the opinion that, even with a 100 percent fulfillment of 
the. eight demands laid down by Henlein at Karlsbad, there still 
remain sufficient points of tension between the Czechs and Germans 
to serve as a pretext for a settlement by force at any time if necessity 
should so demand. 

BERLIN, August 13, 1938. 

No. 351 
139/125497-98 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

•roP SECRET PRAGUE, August 13, 1938-2:15 p.m. 
No. 283 of August 13 Received August 13, 1938-2:40 p.m. 

For the Under State Secretary personally. 
Lord Allan of Hurtwod,82 who is at present in Prague, yesterday 

invited K. H. Frank, Kundt, and a few other Sudeten Gennan Party 
politicians to an exchange of views. Frank and Kundt infonned me 
of its content independently of one another as follows: • 

Lord Allan repeatedly addressed the urgent request to Frank that 
the Sudeten German Party should, during Lord Runciman's stay in 
Prague, avoid anything which might lead to conflict as regards 
domestic or foreign policy. If Germany should attack Czechoslovakia . ----

"Lord Allen of Hurtwood (cr. 1932); member of executive, League of Nations 
Union: treasurer and chairman of Independent Labor Party, 1922-26 • director 
of Dailll Herald, 1925-30. ' 
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while Runciman was negotiating, Britain would take military aetion 
against Germany. Lord Allan professes to have made the same 
declaration to Ribbentrop, the Foreign Minister, a few days ago. 
Lord Runciman had further stated that in the event of a failure of 
the Runciman )fission the question would arise of a four-power 
conference between Germany, France, Britain, and Italy for the 
solution of the Sudeten German problem. According to Kundt's 
observations, which went beyond the statements of Frank, Lord Allan 
had set forth in this connection the alternatives: four-power con
ference or war, which last, however, Great Britain did not want. 
Lord Allan wished to know from Frank what position the Sudeten 
German Party took up with regard to the idea of a four-power con
ference. Frank had answered that this was a question beyond the 
competence of the Sudeten Germans and only concerned the Great 
Powers. He was, moreover, skeptical as to whether a four-power 
-conference could accomplish anything more than Lord Runciman 
had. In this connection Kundt asked Lord Allan for information 
as to whether Britain intended, and was in a position, to carry her 
point regarding settlement of the Sudeten German problem against 
other interested states, also, during the four-power conference. Lord 
Allan's 11nswer had merely been: "Britain's military might grows 
stronger from month to month." Frank had finally declared to Lord 
Allan that the Runciman :Mission represented the last attempt to 
bring about a Sudeten German-Czech settlement; if, however, it was 
unsuccessful,--the Sudeten Germans would be forced to lay claim 
to the right of self-determination and to demand a plebiscite. His 
Lordship did not discuss further this remark. 

Frank urgently requested that more detailed information on the 
conversation between the Reich Minister and Lord Allan regarding 
the Sudeten German question should be made available to him through 
the Legation by telegram. 

HENCKE 
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No. 352 
139/125499 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Henc~e) to the 
German Foreign Ministry · 

Telegram 

No. 284 of August 13 PRAGUE, August 13,1938-2:45 p.m. 
Received August 13, 1938-4:40 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 281 of the 12th.88 

1) K. H. Frank stated during courtesy visit to Lord Runciman 
yesterday that Henlein wished to meet him on Thursday, August 
18, at Prince Max Hohenlohe's84 seat, Schloss Rothaus [sic]. During 
the conversation, which lasted three-quarters of an hour, basic ques
tions of the Sudeten German-Czech complex of problems were further 
discussed. In the course of the conversation Runciman asked Frank 
whether differences of opinion existed between the Sudeten German 
Party delegation and the Party executive. Frank categorically af
firmed complete agreement. 

2) The Sudeten German Party have not yet received written state
ment of Czechoslovak Government's attitude to Sudeten German 
Party's memorandum. The Sudeten German Party delegation will 
submit their answer to this, if at all, to Runciman on Tuesday, August 
16, and to the Government committee on Wednesday, August 17, but 
only verbally. 

JIENCKE 

No. 353 
2369/494792-93 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Ozechoslovalcia (Henclce) 'to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PRAGUE, August 13, 1938. 
A. III. 1. b. 27 (Pol. IV 5412) 
With reference to telegram No. 272 of the 7th of this month.85 

Subject: Statement made by Soviet Minister in Prague to the•Presi-
dent. · 

The reports which have reached the Polish Minister here, accord
ing to which the Soviet Minister in Prague has declared to the Presi
dent and the Czech Government that the Soviet Government would, 

11 Document No. 349, p. 554. 
" See footnote 12, p. 4()2, 
• Document No. 341, p. 541. 
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· in the event of a war with Germany, honor her obligation of assis
tance, have also been confirmed by another source. 

Thus, a few days ago, the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister" in
formed the Polish Minister that the Soviet Minister had recently 
assured hi~ repeatedly of Moscow's loyalty to the alliance. I have 
also heard of such moves by the Soviet Minister from another source 
which has hitherto provlld. reliable. According to this source M . 
.Alexandrovsky even reproached the Czechoslovak Government with 
displaying too little determination in the conflict with Germany. 
Such an attitude was not in keeping with the facts of the situation 
and would not be understood by public opinion in the Soviet Union. 
It was dangerous that a mediator from the British Government, who 
were in no wise interested in a success on the part of France, Czecho
slovakia, and the Soviet Union, should be allowed to interfere in 
these matters during the period of embittered conflict between Gel'
many and Czechoslovakia. Add to this that, in the last resort, not 
only Czechoslovakia but also the Soviet Union would be endangered, 
for Poland would certainly take the side of Germany if the Allied 
Powers continued to display such indecision. 

The Czechoslovak Government replied to these demarches by say
ing that in their attitude toward Germany they. were thoroughly 
conscious of their obligations to their allies, and were directing every 
effort toward creating the necessa.ry conditions for bringing mutual 
assistance into effect in case of war. As an instance, traffic com
munications between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union would, 
with the help of France, be assured by treaties which would be con
cluded in the near future between Czechoslovakia and Rumania. 

HENCKE 

No. 354 
139/125500-02 

Minute by the U'llller State Secretary (lVoermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, August 13, 1938. 

This afternoon I invited the British Ambassador to call upon me 
and spoke to him in. the following terms, in accordance with my 
instructions : 

With-a view to avoiding complications, the Reich Foreign Minister 
requested him to refrain in the future from any repetition of the 
incorrect" method which had been adopted for delivering the memoran
dum destined for the Fiihrer. The method chosen was not usual 

~here. The Ambassador had, of course, the right to propose aT! audi-

•nr. Kamil Krotta. 
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ence with the Fiihrer. The way to the F~r, however, lay solely 
through the Reich Foreign Minister. He (Henderson) said he wished 
to say to me in confidence, asking that it might be passed on to the 
Reich Foreign :Minister, that he, too, did not consider the method 

. correct. Yesterday, owing to the instructions which he had received 
by telephone, he had been pressed for time and had in consequence. 
at once telephoned to Reich lfinister Lammers and had then gone 
to see him. He had, in any case, already intended to draw the atten
tion of Lord Halifax by means of a private letter to the fact that 
the method adopted was not correct. An exJ)lanation of the procedure 
lay in the fact that it amounted to a kind of reply to the Fiihrer for 
the Wiedemann visit in London, which had also not followed the usual 
diplomatic course. Originally Lord Halifax had intended to instruct 
him, the Ambassador, to bring the matter before the Fuhrer himself 
by word of mouth. This, however, had subsequently been abandoned, 
as this form of procedure would have attracted too much attention. 
Finally, Sir Nevile said to me that in future he would adhere to the 
correct method. 

I then said to the Ambassador, speaking very seriously, that for 
the Fiihrer, who at the moment was inaccessible, to take cognizance 
of the memorandum had been rendered entirely superfluous by the fact 
that he would already have learned of it from a London Havas re
port of the Luxembourg wireless station. He had described the docu
ment to me as a particularly secret communication intended for the 
Fiihrer, which had not even been imparted to the French Govern~ 
ment, and now the Havas Agency reported its contents from London. 
We absolutely failed to understand these methods. I gave Hender
son the Luxembourg announcement to read. While still reading it, 
he at once said the announcement could not in any circumstances 
refer to the step which had been taken yesterday. Considerations 
of time rendered it quite impossible: He also knew that in London. 
the matter had been surrounded with the greatest secrecy and that 
only Lord Halifax and perhaps a very few of his colleagues had been 
informed about it. After a further examination of the report he 
said that from the subject matter, too, it could have nothing to do 
with yesterday's step. The first two sentences of the report obviously 
referred to the inquiry which the Embassy had addressed to the 
Supreme Headquarters of the W ehrmacht through the British Mili
tary Attache and to the answer which they had given. The following 
sentences obviously contained conjectures. He had told nobody here 
about the information which the Military Attache87 had received 

"'Col. F. N. Mason-:UacFulane. For the German account of this information, 
see document No. 3.38, p. 566. 
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from Supreme Headquarters and he had expressly imposed the duty 
of silence upon his Military Attache even vis-a-vis the French :Mili
tary Attache. He could only imagine that the report had reached 
Paris from London and that· indiscretions had then been launched 
from a French source via London. But in any case, he deeply de
plored the affair. He realized how greatly such reports increased 
the difficulties. In this connection he expressed himself in the most 
drastic tE.rms regarding his views upon the value of the press. I 
answered the Ambassador that his version did not seem to me entirely 
certain, but that, be that as it may, it was another case of a press 
maneuver directed against Germany. He, of course, knew the view 
that we took of these repeated attempts from London to make mis-
chief. · 

WoERMANN 

No. 355 
139/125520-21 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, August 14, 1938. 
Submitted to the Reich Minister. 
Dr. Kier,90 who is not himself a Sudeten German, plays the role 

of an observer, who is not involved in the disputes within the ranks 
of the Sudeten Germans. His judgment of the situation can be re
garded as reliable. As recorded by Dr. Schmidt, representative of 
the Volkadeutache Mittelatelle, who was present at the conversation 
with Dr. Kier, it corresponds with the view of the Volksdeutache 
M ittelatelle. 

I make the following proposal: 

1) If Henlein considers it right to communicate with other mem
bers of the Sudeten German Party and the negotiating delegation 
only through the agency of Frank, we here ought not to interfere. 

2) Hitherto the negotiating delegation has received instructions, 
transmitted by the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle, to give the impression 
of conducting negotiations seriously. These instructions must be 
adhered to alike for ·the negotiations with the Czechoslovak Govern
ment and for the conversations with Runciman. Dr. Kier might be em
powered to turn this to account in dealing with the Sudeten Germans. 

3) A difficulty lies in the fact that Dr. Frank {>retends to be in 
possession of special, apparently divergent instructions, so that pos
sibly a further clarification from higher quarters would be necessary. 
For this purpose, however, Dr. Kier should not be employed as 
agent. If necessary, the results of this appropriate ruling must be 

• See footnote 98, p. 487. 
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communicated to the persons concerned by Obergruppenfuhrer 
Lorenz. 

4) In the telegram now before you, No. 283 from Prague,91 Frank 
asks for a communication about the conversation between yourself 
and Lord Allen. I request instructions upon this to be transmitted 
by telegraph to the Prague Legation for Frank. 

WoERMANN 

No. 356 
337/197358-59 . 
Draft of Telegram From the German Foreign Ministry to the 

German Ambfl8sador in Great Britain (Dirksen) 91• 

Telegram 

No. BERLIN, August , 1938. 

The British Ambassador handed over a memorandum 91b on Friday 
evening92 in which Chamberlain and Halifax addressed an appeal 
to the Fuhrer to modify the contemplated autumn military maneuvers 
of which the British Military Attache here has recently been in
formed. The Ambassador carried out this demarche by first of all 
calling on Lammers, the Reich Minister, and handing him a copy of 
the memorandum for the Fiihrer, and then, later, by delivering to 
me the copy intended for the Reich Foreign Minister. He told me 
verbally at the same time that he had beep instructed to transml.t 
a copy to the 'Fiihrer and a second copy to the Reich Foreign 
Minister. . 

At the instance of the Reich Foreign Minister I asked the Am
bassador to visit me during the afternoon of today, Sunday, and 
declared to him that the procedure he had followed of first address
ing himself to the Head of the Reich Chancellery and thet:l,' ~nly 
afterward, to the Foreign Ministry-in fact, of addressing himself 
to the Reich Chancellery at all without passing through Foreign 
Ministry channels-was not correct, and that the Foreign Minister 
requested that, in order to avoid complications, he should refrain 
from such a procedure in future. 

(Here might be inserted the step which we have taken in conse-
quence of the Havas Agency's announcement.)92a " 

(Here Henderson's answer might be inserted.) 
Please call on Lord Halifax or his deputy and make a similar 

communication to him. 

• Document No. 351, p, 557. 
•• This draft, initialed by Ribbentrop, formed the bajliis for the actual teJeg1·am 

signed by Woermann, document No. 357, infra. 
••• Document No. 346, p, 549, 
•t.e., August 12. 
•a. For details of this announcement, made over Radio Luxembourg, jliee docu

ment No. 857, infra. 
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At the same time please also mention in the course of the conver
sation that we were surprised that Chamberlain, in a private letter 
addressed by him to von Dirksen, the Ambassador, on August 3,n 
had among other things expressed the desire that Herr von Dirksen 
should request the Fiihrer, if he saw the latter, to give his full atten
tion to the contents of the private letter recently addressed by Lord 
Halifax to the Reich Foreign .Minister. We were of the opinion 
that this was an encroachment upon our internal relations with the 
Head of State, an encroachnient which we regarded as the more 
inadmissible, in that it implied to a certain extent that our Head of 
State was not kept sufficiently informed by the Reich Minister. 

Please maintain strict secrecy regarding the British step here and 
our step there. 

R[ IBBENTROP) 

No. 357 
139/125513-18 

The German Foreign Minutry to the German Embassy in 
Great Britain 

Telegram 

URGENT BERLIN, August U:, 1938. 
}~or the Charge d'Affaires personally. 
On Friday evening British Ambassador handed in a memorandum 

in which Chamberlain and Halifax addressed urgent appeal to FUhrer 
to modify the planned military measures of which British Military 
AttacheNa here has recently been informed. Ambassador's demarche 
took form of first calling on Reich Minister Lammers and handing 
him a copy of the memorandum for the FUhrer and then later hand
ing me the copy intended for Reich Foreign Minister. On that 
occasion he infonned me verbally that he had been instructed to 
transmit one copy to the Fiihrer and the second copy to the Reich 
Foreign :Minister. -

.As instructed by the Reich Foreign :Minister, I invited the Am
bassador yesterday, Saturday afternoon, to call and explained to him 
that we did not consider the procedure followed by him, of first 
addressing himself to the Chief of the Reich Chancellery and only 
after tathe Foreign Ministry, to be correct and that, in order to avoid 
complications, we wished that he would in future abstain from such 
prooodure. 

• Doeument No. 333, p. 532. 
• Col. F. N. Mason-MacFarlane. 
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I request you as soon as possible to call upon Lord Halifax or 
his representative and make a. statement in that sense. 

I would observe, solely for your personal information, that Hen
derson showed complete understanding that method adopted,was not 
correct. He did not fully reveal how far the form of carrying out 
his instructions to transmit the memorandum to the FUhrer had 
been prescribed in detail by London. He explained his mode of 
procedure by pressure of time and pointed out rather in the course 
of conversation that step represented a. kind of answer to the declara
tions made by Wiedemann in London, which also had not followed 
the usual diplomatic channels. 

In carrying out your instructions I request you to mention quite 
casually that we were surprised that in a. private letter addressed 
by him on August 394 to Ambassador von Dirksen, Chamberlain 
had among other things made the request that Herr von Dirksen 
might, when he saw the Fuhrer, ask him to give his full attention to 
the contents of the private letter recently addressed by Lord Halifax 
to the Reich Foreign :Minister. We were of opinion that this was 
an encroachment upon our internal conduct of affairs with the Head 
of the State, an encroachment which we regard as all the more inad
missible as it contained in some measure the imputation that the 
information furnished to the Head of State by the Reich Foreign 

· Minister was inadequate. 
During the conversation on Saturday afternoon I further drew 

Henderson's attention to the fact that early on Saturday a. Havas 
report was circulated from London, which we had first received over 
the Luxembourg radio, according to which British Government had 
been making inquiries in Berlin about German military measures. 
Report then continued that according to "official statements, so far 
unconfirmed, representatives of British Government had expressed 
the opinion that a dispersion both in space and time of the individual 
maneuvers was desirable in view of the tenseness of the international 
situation." . 

Impression here was that report represented an indiscretion, 
albeit incorrect as to facts, over Henderson's step, which he himself 
describes as very secret. Henderson took the view that considera
tions of time and content made it impossible that report could 
relate to his· step; it represented rather an indiscretion launched 
from French sources in connection with the inquiry addressed by 
British Military Attache to Supreme Headquarters of the Wehr
macht. I replied to Ambassador that, however that might be, we 

" See document No. 333, p. 532. 
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were now faced with another attempt from London to make mischief. 
Kindly give expresSion to this in London. 

Please keep British step here and your own step strictly secret. 
. 'VOERMANN 

No. 358 
139/125526, 125529 

Memorandum From the War Ministry With Covering Note From the 
State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

SECRET BERLIN, August 15, 1938. 
With reference to the British memorandum of August 12 the 

annexed memorandum has been prepared b.y the 'Var Ministry, 
from which it is clear what communications of a military character 
were made to the British Military Attache at the beginning of this 
month. 

Gen. St. d. H. 
3. Abt. Att. Gr. I. 

[Enclosure] 

MEMORANDUM 

. . BERLIN, August 4, 1938. 

The British Military Attache, Colonel MacFarlane, called and 
made the following statement: 

His Ambassador had asked for information on what scale the 
calling up of reservists would take place in the autumn, or to what 
extent plans for exercises had been prepared, which in their execu
tion might give the impression of mobilization measures. 

The Military Attache received the reply from the deputy head 
of the Third Section, Colonel Fretter-Pico, that for this year the 
main exercises would be based on a rehearsal of calling up reservists 
of certain individual divisions and also, in continuation of this, on 

· combined divisional exercises in the troop-training areas. 
For reasons conne~ted with training it was necessary this year to 

rehearse these details with a number of formations, particularly in 
formeP Austria, where we must gain experience in the functioning 
of the machine to assure ourselves of smooth working in combined 
action. 

To the Military Attache's question in how many divisions drafting 
would be carried out, it was replied that the plans were not yet 
settled, but that out of conSideration for industry and for the 
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harvest calling up of reservists would certainly not take place in 
more than seven or eight divisions. 

The Military Attache drew attention to the dangerous nervousness 
which must certainly be expected to arise in other countries when 
the calling up of reservists was known and . carried out~ and ob
served that, while as a soldier he fully understood the necessity 
for practicing the calling up of reservists for the purpose of train
ing, on the other hand in his view and in the view of his Am
bassador it wquld entail a heavy psychological burden upon other 
countries and would hamp' the British efforts to bring about a 
settlement in Czechoslovakia. · 

Colonel Fretter-Pico explained to the Military Attache that the 
carrying out of the calling up of reservists in certain divisions was · 
merely a measure forming part of the militM')' "training system, 
and that it seemed hardly possible to us that any psychological 
disturbance of public opinion in other countries could result from the 
adoption of such simple and, for the training of a newly formed army, 
perfectly normal measures. 

The Military Attache finally declared that he fully understood 
the aim of the measures planned to be purely normal military train
ing and that he intended to inform his Ambassador to; that effect. 

By order: 
VON AI.BEDYLL 

Certified true copy: VON TIPPELSKmcH.e•a 

No. 359 
1613/386974-77 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Ozechoslovalcia (Henclce) to the 
Ge'I"ITiltn Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 2. aUg. PRAGUE, August 15, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1928 g (IV)) 

Subject: Political reports from the Czechoslovak Ministers in London 
and Paris. · 

From a source hitherto found l'eliable I have received confiden
tially the following information regarding the contents of c~rtain 
political reports from the Czechoslovak Ministers in London and 
Paris which I pass OIJ. with all reserve: 

In connection with the sending of Lord Runciman to Prague, the 
Czechoslovak Minister in London, Masaryk, has reported that His 
Lordship, like most British Conservatives,94b holds much the same 
opinion about the Czechoslovak question as Chamberlain. Accord-

... A general Statr Officer in the Ministry of War, not to be confused with the 
Counselor In the German Embassy in the Soviet Union. 

"' Lord Runciman was a Liberal, not a Conservative. 
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ing to this view, a kind of territorial autonomy might be given to the 
Germans. If, however, it were possible to make do only with the 
concessions that Prague is willing to make, the British Government 
would also have to agree to that if only to meet the wishes of France. 
It is further known that Lord Runciman will not until his return to 
England allow anything to be revealed as to his views on the settling 
of the conflict. He would eagerly collect all necessary material, and 
that both from the Czech Government and from the Sudeten German 
Party. 

It further appears from a report of :Minister Masaryk that the 
British Labor Party and a section of the Liberals continue to be in 
favor of defending the interests of Czechoslovakia. Notwithstanding 
this, Masaryk in his last report warns his Government against ex
cessive optimism and against reposing their confidence in Britain. 
He enumerates the circumstances which might produce a material 
change in Britain's attitude, including 

1. her own anxieties over the colonial problem and 
2. the possible strengthening of Germany, for instance by 

securing Italy as an ally, which would create a risk for Britain 
of bein~ in fact involved in a war with Germany on account of 
the Suaeten German question. 

It further appears from the reports of :Masaryk that President 
BeneS, together with his friends,. Herriot, Blum, and Litvinov ,11 is 
occupied with the idea of the creation of an ideological front to fight 
against Germany. .At the same time the Briti!!h, and in some measure 
the French Government, too, do not show any wholehearted readi
ness to share the plans of ·BeneS. In response to energetic pressure 
by Bene.S upon llasaryk to secure active intervention by the British 
-Opposition against the opportunist policy of the Government, Masa
ryk communicated in a letter of July 31last that, even if the plan 
of a preventive war against Germany entirely harmonized with the 
views of the British Opposition, Chamberlain and Halifax can beat 
the trumps in the hand of the Opposition by means of convincing 
counterarguments. In the sole interests of Britain they were at pains 
to localize the German-Czech conflict. If Britain, 5o they thought, 
"\Vere to take up irrevocably a manifestly irreconcilable position 
toward Germany, she· would before all else invite the risk of Ger
many liquidating the .Anglo-German agreement on naval armaments. 
This threat, even if it is not yet openly used, restrains the British 
Government from adopting a one-sided attitude in this conflict. 

• Herrfot was President of the French Chamber of Deputies; Blum, former 
French Prime Minister and Minister of Finance; lJtvinoY, SoYiet People's Com
missar for Foreign Affairs. 
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1\Ioreover, the British Government have not yet lost hope of reaching 
an understanding with Germany in regard to other questions and, 
finally, in a question of such great importance as the Russian one. 
Finally, 1\Iasaryk expressed the opinion that the British wer~ in any 
case too egotistical and, therefore, at the present they could not be 
entirely trusted, although, as it seemed, complete agreement had been 
reached between them and the French in the Sudeten German ques
tion. 1\Iasaryk expressed his regret that it was not possible to fulfill 
all the wishes of Benes, although he had an almost complete success 
to report in the matter of attracting an important· section of the 
British press to the side of Czechoslovakia. 

My informant further claims to have learned of the contents of a 
letter from the former Premier Herriot to Benes, in which Herriot 
informed BeneS that, in view of a conversation with Daladier, he 
could not reproach the French Government with indecision in the 
German-Czechoslovak conflict. The French Government was un
swervingly on the watch in the interests of Prague. But the irreso
lute attitude of Britain and the whole involved political situation 
compelled Paris to make certain concessions to Germany which 
Britain held to be necessary. Herriot emphasized that until now 
it was unfortunately not known what attitude Italy would adopt if 
Germany were attacked by the Allied Powers. France was still suf
fering from the· results of the treacherous policy of Laval,98 which 
enabled Italy to grow stronger with the assistance of France in order 
then to throw herself on the side of France's enemies. Herriot again 
confirmed that the French Government intended to cover an impor
tant part of the expenses entailed upon Czechoslovakia by the last 
mobilization and that the French Government was searching for a 
way which would enable it to render assistance without this being 
publicly known. 

The Czechoslovak Minister in Paris reports to Benes in a private 
letter-Osusky has already made a practice of reporting to President 
Benes without using the Foreign Ministry as his channel-that dur
ing a conversation with General Niessel97 he had pointed out certain 
weaknesses in the French Army. General Niessel held that th~ fo~ma
tion of a coalition of France, Britain, and the Little Entente was 
quite indispensable for resolute action against Germany. The assist
ance of the Soviet Union was not to be counted upon, as the role of 
Poland was not yet known. 

"Laval was Prime Minister and Foreign Minister from June 1935 to January 
1936. 

"<ffln. Henri Niessel, a retired French officer, who had been chief of the French 
)tiHtary Mission iQ Poland, 1Q20-22. 
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The condition of the French Army was at the moment inferior to 
what it had been before the formation of the Popular Front. 

The gravity of the danger must first be made clear to the French 
people, for union to be restored and for the spirit of the Army to 
be revived. In Niessel's view it is a matter of the first importance 
to reach an understanding with Italy, for only if Italy were on the 
side of France would it be possible to deal with Germany or to have 
a final settlement with her. 

No. 360 
2129/464499-600 

The German Minister in Bulgaria ( Rilmelin)98 to the German 
Foreign Ministry" 

SECRET SoFIA, August 15, 1938. 
A 444/38 ( zu PoL I 1922 g (IV)) 

Kisseiwanoff,1 the Prime Minister, told me quite frankly as long 
ago as last ::;pring, when during a conversation I objected to the 
rumor-mongering about May 21, that Stoyadinovich had informed 
him that it was impossible to help Czechoslovakia, and that he
Kisseiwanoff-shared this view. 

The Prime Minister also said ·that if the question were allowed to 
mature, the outcome of the Sudeten German problem would be the 
same as that of the former Austrian question. This opinion of the 
Prime Minister, which from our point of view is very positive, is 
generally held here in Bulgaria, indeed all the more so as, despite 
their common racial origin, the Czechs are unpopular here and are 
honored with the designation ''the Jews among the Slav peoples." 
Finally, the Bulgarians are impressed by th~ dynami~ force of our 
foreign policy, as was specially shown by the enthusiastic appronl 
accorded here to the Austrian Amchlu.ss. 

I do not know what the Bulgarians think about the prospects of 
the opponents in a world war arising out of the Czechoslovak ques
tion, but I have the feeling that they do not believe in such a war. 
I think I cannot only confirm the supposition that Bulgaria would 
not participate in a war, but also add to it by saying: "not in a war 
againSt us." 

• Dr. Engen Riimelin, German lllnister In Sofia, March 1923-1day1939. 
• This despatch was clrcularlzed to lW.slrtons abroad on August 24. 1988. 
• Dr. Georgi Klosselvanofr, Bu1gar1an Prime Hlntster and Foreign lllnister 

from 1935 to 1940. 
I 
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On the other hand, ~ulgarian policy will shun any commitment 
which brings her into opposition with Great Britain. Alien as 
British ways, culture, and speech are. to the Bulgarian-he does not 
know what to make of the British-even today he .still ·respects 
British. world power which, backed by American help, he considers 
would be decisive in any future war. 

The King2 has spoken with me quite frankly and repeatedly on 
this subject. He is of the opinion that, once Anglo-German antago
nism ceases, there will be no further political problem in which we 
have an interest, which cannot be solved peacefully and in our favor. 

It may be that historical memories of the past and of the Gladstone 
era play their part in the Bulgarian attitude to Great Britain. In 
any case this is an attitude which will have to be taken into account. 

Rfur:ELIN 

No. 361 
189/1255211 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fohriciu8) to the German 
Foreign M iniatry 

Telegram 

No. 158 of August 15 BucHAREsT, August 15,1938-1 p.m. 
Received August 15, 1938-2:30 p.m. 

Foreign Minister Comnen informed me that the King· had in
structed him to express urgently to Benes and Krofta, through 
Rumanian Minister in Prague, Rumania's wish that solution of 
Sudeten German problem, satisfactory to Germany, should · he 
achieved. Instruction carried out by Minister. I could learn nothing . 
from Comnen about answer of BeneS and Krofta. 

Used the opportunity to put before Rumanian Foreign Minister 
substance of last secret instruction 8 by Reich Foreign Minister on 
guidance for my conversation. Oomnen stated he understood serious
ness of position; he would again speak with the Czechs in Bled. 

1 King Boris III succeeded his father on October 3, 1918. 
• Document No. 832, p. 529. 

797684--49-vol. Ii--42 

FABRICIUS 
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No. 362 
337/197385-86 

The German Charge tl'Aflaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

TOP SECRET WNDON, .August 15, 1938-10:25 p.m. 
No. 383 of .August 15 Received .August 16, 1938-2:10 a.m. 

Have handed the statement as directed aa to the acting Under 
Secretary of State, Sir Orme Sargent, as I..<>rd Halifax and 
Cadogan Bb are absent from I..<>ndon. 

1) Sir Orme in the first place confirmed that Henderson had been 
definitely instructed to transmit memorandum, which was intended 
as personal message to FUhrer, direct to Fuhrer by quickest way 
possible. When I pointed out that Reich Chancellery and Foreign 
Ministry were adjacent to one another, so that the message would 
have reached the FUhrer just as quickly by the usual channel, 
Sargent attempted to explain Henderson's method of procedure by 
reference to the Ambassador's privilege of having immediate access 
to the Head of the State. In reply to my counterargument that 
according to this theory the German Ambassador in I..<>ndon could 
address himself to the King without having recourse to the Foreign 
Secretary, Sir Orme requested me "not to aggravate the difficult 
question of Protocol." He would bring my statement to the notice 
of I..<>rd Halifax, who was coming to I..<>ndon tomorrow for one day. 

2) Sargent represents Chamberlain's letter to .Ambassador von 
Dirksen as a continuation of the conversation with the Prime Min
ister which Herr von Dirksen had requested before his departure. 
I interrupted Sargent with the correction that not the German .Am
bassador but Mr. Chamberlain had initiated this conversation 
without warning. Sargent continued, the Prime Minister had 
written to give Herr von Dirksen information about the Runciman 
plan, about which he had not yet been able to speak during the 
conversation, as everything was still in the balance. To my observa
tion that it was "a question of (group mutilated) in our internal 

. conduct of aft'airs with the Head of the State, and that it contained 
the imputation that the Head of the State received inadequate in
formation," Sargent made no reply, but observed that no answer 
hadyet been received to the letter of I..<>rd Halifax to Reich Minister 
von Ribbentrop. · 

.. See document No. 357, p. 564. 
1111 Sir Alexander Cadogan, Permanent Under Secretary of State for Forelgq 

Affairs. 
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3) The British Government first learned through Under State 
Secretary Woermann of the Havas report which he had heard fro~ 
the Luxembourg wireless station. In itself the report was hard 
enough to understand. In the first paragraph a Timea representa
tive is cited as authority, and it is not certain who is meant by 
"British representatives" in the third paragraph. The report is ·in 
no way connected with the Henderson step. Perhaps an observation 
to the same effect may be meant which Henderson made a few 
days earlier in Berlin at lunch with Ambassador von Dirksen. I 
pointed out to Sargent that confidential conversations between Am
bassadors, and in like manner official demarches of a delicate nature, 
were not fit matters to be passed on to the press. Sargent expressed 
his great regret at the slip and authorized me to transmit this state
ment to my Government. 

The conversation closed with some remarks of Sargent's on 'the 
mission ·of Runciman, who was honorably striving to fulfill his 
difficult task "in a spirit of European outstrip [sic]." 

Tu. KoRDT 

No. 363 
2369/494823-27 

The Ge'f'7nO,n Miniflter in Rumania (Fabricius) to the German 
Foreign Ministry'* 

Nr. 2890/38 
I A 13 

BucHAREST, August 17, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5549) 

Subject: Rumania in the event of a German-Czech conflict. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

The attitude of Rumania in a German-Czechoslovak conflict would, 
as far as can be foreseen, be as follows: 

In any war in which she is involved, Rumania stands. only to lose, 
she has nothing to gain. She is satiated within her frontiers, one 
might say oversatiated. This applies vis-a-vis Hungary as well as 
vis-a-vis Russia and Bulgaria. The territory of the State, covering 
294,000 square kilometers, is if anything too sparsely populated with 
its 18% million inhabitants, so that a loss of manpower as a result 
of war casualties would mean a severe setback for the country. Even 
at present sufficient agricultural labor can hardly be found in harvest 
time, so that soldiers have in many cases to be made available for 
the carrying in of the crops. The question is already constantly 

• This document Is Initialed In the margin by Ribbentrop and Welzsll.cket;, and 
Is stamped to the effect that the FUhrer bad been Informed of Its content. 
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being discussed by those statesmen who are concerned with the 
national economy, whether it is expedient for Rumania to continue 
industrialization at the same tempo as hitherto, as this· would mean 
a loss to agriculture of the labor so absolutely necessary to it. There 
is the additional fact that Rumania., if she can remain neutral, can 
make enormous profits by supplying the belligerents with mineral 
oil, pit props, grain, fats, etc. 
If wisdom alone decides, Rumania will therefore have to make 

every effort not to be drawn into a conflict. And, according to state
ments repeatedly made by Rumanian statesmen, Rumania will try 
to follow this course. She will also endeavor to prevent the passage 
of Russian troops, if such a step is pl~nned at all, and, like her ally 
Poland, will, . in theory, resist the passage of Soviet aircraft. The 
fact that she does not possess the necessary antiaircraft defenses to 
ward off a powerful force of Soviet Russian aircraft flying to Czecho
slovakia is quite another matter, as is also the fact that, out of fear 
of being involved in the conflict, she might not have the courage to 
take open belligerent action by employing fighter squadrons against 
Soviet aircraft violating her territory. 

This intention on the part of Rumania to remain neutral, which 
undoubtedly exists, might be altered by two circumstances. One 
would be, if the League of Nations declared Germany to be the 
aggressor. If, in that case, France and Britain de~ided on belligerent 
action or sanctions against Germany, Rumania, who is still faithful 
to the League of Nations, would associate herself with them. There 
is the additional fact that King Carol holds the conviction that, if 
Bolshevism does not emerge as the victor from a European or world 
war, it will be Great Britain whose power will in the end be vic
torious; therefore in his view it is advisable to be on the side of 
Great Britain. 

The oth~r circumstance would be the case of Hungarian interven
tion in the conflict. Rumania would be unwilling to fight against 
Hungary, but in the event of Hungary's attacking Czechoslovakia, 
she would fight or at least mobilize against Hungary. Rumania 
would do this in fulfillment of her obligations arising out of the 
Little Entente, therefore, of course, only in the case of an "unpro
voked" attack by Hlingary on Czechoslovakia. 

I am of the opinion-! may add in parentheses-that then Yugo
slavia would align herself with Rumania, and even that, should M. 
Stoyadinovich or Prince Regent Paul try to oppose this-the opposi
tion in Yugoslavia is powerful and political murder is always pos
sible-Yugoslavia would mobilize against Hungary. 
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In my opinion, therefore, it would be extremely advantageous for 
the localizing of such a conflict between Germany and Czechoslovakia 
if Hungary's military aid, should this be necessary, were, kept in 
reserve as long as possible. 

King Carol, who is anxious to preserve peace for his country, has, 
as I have reported elsewhere,"• again instigated demarches vis-a-vis 
Bene8 and Krofta recommending urgently to them the satisfactory 
settlement of the Sudeten German problem. I am firmly convinced 
that the representation of the danger to peace arising from an un
satisfactory solution of the problem is not without its effect on the 
Rumanian IGng and his Government, and that it will lead to further 
serious warnings to the Czech ally. This method will suffice only as 
long as the German-Czech conflict has not broken out ·openly. 

For, from that moment onward, Rumania .will adopt a waiting 
attitude until the special circumstances described above occur, which 
would result in this country's intervention. 

There is the firm conviction here that France, by virtue of her 
Treaty of Alliance with Czechoslovakia, but also apart from this for 
reasons of prestige and "honor," cannot do otherwise than take up 
arms if Germany attacks Czechoslovakia. It is also firmly estab
lished in the minds of Rumanian statesmen that in this case Britain 
would not leave her French ally in the lurch. M.. Comnen recently 
confirmed this to me verbally as his firm belief. It is generally 
thought here that French intervention is a certainty, despite the 
realization. that this will bring about a Europe~.n catastrophe. 

The Jewish and Jewish-controlled Rumanian press will, of course, 
immediately range itself against Germany. As the press censorship 
will never dare, as can already be seen now, to ban articles favorable 
to the Czech and French allies, but will suppress utterances hostile 
to these countries, it will be extremely difficult for us to influence 
public opinion. . 

Men who dare to advocate our cause wholeheartedly. and openly 
do not exist. Goga is dead and Codreanu in prison.5 The ''Iron . 
Guard" is condemned to complete silence and is nonexistent at 
present. • 

Only rapid successes by us in battle, inactivity on the part of 
France and Britain, and the neutrality of Hungary can, in my 
opinion, prevent Rumania from committing the folly of allowing 

·~ See document No. 361, p. 571. 
'l\1. Octavian Goga, Prime Minister from December 28, 1937, to February 10, 

Hl38, died on May 7, 1938. His National Christian Party· had been strongly 
anti-Semitic. l\I. Codreanu was "leader of the Fascist "Iron Guard" and had 
been arrested on April 17, 1938, after the discovery of an Iron Guard plot to 
overthrow the Government. · 
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herself to become involved in an armed conflict between Germany 
and Czechoslovakia. 

FABRICIUS 

No. 364 
28/18758 

T~ German Charge d:Aflaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Consulatett at Brilnn, Pressburg, and Kaschau 

Telegram 

SECRET PRAGUE, August 17, 1938. 
To be decoded by the Head of the ~fission personally. 
Foreign Ministry infonns us that authorities here wish if possible 

to secure evidence in your Consulate which would prove illegal ac
tivity on the part of the Consulate. Please destroy at once all in
criminating evidence, especially any with military content. Branches 
under your jurisdiction are to be instructed accordingly, if neces
sary, through safe channels. Confinn by telegram that this has been 
carried out by August 20. 

HENCKE 

[Longhand note initialed by Hencke :] Note: Consul Lierau 
has been informed verbally. Consular Branch, Eger, to be informed 
on Au~t 20, 1938. Herr Stechele5a infonned verbally. 

No. 365 
139/125533 

Th8 Chief of the Reich Chancellery (Lammers) to the 
Foreign M ini8ter 

SECRET BERLIN, August 17, 1938. 
Rk. 384 A g. 

DEAR liERR voN RmBtJNTROP: I have today submitted to the 
FUhrer the ":Memorandum to His :Majesty's Ambassador, Berlin,"8 

handed to me by the British Ambassador on August 12 for trans
mission to the FUhrer. As the British Ambassador sent you a copy 
of the memorandum., as you infonned me by telephone on August 12, 
I am not sending you the original. 

The FUhrer has told me that he does not intend to take any action 
on this memorandum, but wishes to discuss the matter again with you. 

• .. German Vice Consul at Eger. Dr. W. Lierau was Consul at Llberee (Relchen· 
berg). 

• Document No. 346, p. 549. 
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If the British Ambassador should again mention the subject to me, 
I shall merely tell him that· the treatment of the matter is within 
the competence of the Foreign Ministry. 

Heil Hitler I 
Yours sincerely, LAMMERS 

No. 366 
2369/49\1799-808 

Letter From the Representative of Konrad Henle_in in Berlin 
(Burger) to the Foreign Ministry 

FRIEDRICH BURGER, 
JlEPRESENTATJVI: OJ' 
KONRAD BENLEIN, 

To Counselor of Legation DR. ALTENBURG, 
Foreign Ministty, Berlin. 

BERLIN-ZEHLENDORF, 
Spandauerweg 162, 

August 17, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5474) 

DEAR CouNSELOR: Enclosed for your confidential information are 
three reports which have reached me from Prague. Apart from 
yourself only one Government department has received these reports. 

Heil Hitler I 
Yours sincerely, BURGER 
[Longhand note:] The enclosed reports go direct from BUrger's 

office to the Abwehr (Admiral Canaris). They will not be passed 
to the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle. The contents represent the views 
of Karl Hermann Frank. Herr BUrger asked for specially confi-
dential treatment. A[LTENBURG] ·August 17. · 

[Enclosure 1] 

REPORT 

In Prague at the present moment the following political events 
are of interest: on Thursday the delegation of the Sudeten German 
Party resumed the talks with the Government (Hodza, Frank, Derer, 
Cerny and six leaders of the Coalition parties), which continued as 
is known without result. 

Simultaneously, talks go on all the time with Lord Runciman's 
staff or with Lord Runciman personally, and the British are in
formed accordingly of the conversations with the Government. One 
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already forms the impression that the British Mission is beginning 
to doubt its ability to achieve a peaceful solution. 

The Sudeten German Party's tactics consist in cramming the 
British with information and with very copious documentary evi· 
dence in the form of memoranda, articles, and published literature. 

At the first preliminary discussion on the trend of the information) 
K. H. Frank stated as the slogan of the delegation: 

"It is the duty of the Sudeten German Party to convince His Lord
ship that the nationality problem in Czechoslovakia cannot be solved 
within the State, and tlii.t the Czechs are in no way prepared to make 
concessions of a kind that could lead to a. real pacification of the 
State. His Lordship must take away with him the impression that 
the situation in this State is so confused and difficult that it cannot 
be cleared up by negotiation or diplomatic action, that the blarp.e 
for this lies exclusively with the Czechs, and thus that the Czechs 

· are the real disturbers of peace in Europe." 

Hitherto the Sudeten German Party has turned greatly to our 
advantage the incidents in the German area (clashes, arrests, mur
der of Baierl,1 etc.) and in particular the manifesto of the Czecho· 
slovak Officers' Association,8 published yesterday. 

In order not to give rise to the impression that the Sudeten Ger
man Party is playing a double game and that the delegation is not 
in harmony with the Party lea~ers, but in particular because Runci
man's wish to meet K. H. Frank was learned in a roundabout way, 

· K. H. Frank visited Lord Runciman yesterday (Friday) in the 
Aleron Hotel and had a three-quarters-of-an-hour conversation with 
him. 
· In this conversation Frank again expressly proclaimed the full 

accord be~ween delegation and Party leaders, explained the necessity 
for a full, fun4amental, and speedy solution on the basis of the eight 
Karlsbad points, and defined the whole action as the la!Jt attempt of 
Sudeten· Germanism to reach a peaceful solution within the State. 

Lord Runciman then expressed an urgent desire to meet Konrad 
HeDlein as soon as possible and wanted to have a meeting with him 
as early as Sunday (August 14) or Monday (August 15). As in 
view of this the original intention of introducing Konrad Henlein 
only at the final and decisive moment cannot be altogether adhered 
to wi_!hout appearing rude or suspicious, Konrad Henlein will there-

' Balerl was a Sudeten German workman killed In a brawl between German 
Social Democrats and members of the Sudeten German Party at Glaswalder In 
northern Bohemia on August 8. 

I An appeal published In the 01/Werl' Gazette, the organ of the Czech omcers' 
Association, calllng on alllts members to stand firm. "There must be no retreat 
from the. position In which we can live and work, defend ourselves and 
ftght. ••• " 

The manifesto was banned by the Government censorship. 
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fore meet Lord Runciman on Thursday, August 18, at 12 o'clock 
midday in Schloss Rothenhaus near Gorkau (Max Hohenlohe) .• We 
consider this meeting as rather decisive. . 

From last night's conversation with Lord Allen of Hartwouth .. 
[sic], a politician specially interested in .the case, one might almost 
get the impression that he was the second envoy sent by the British 
Government who, now that Lord Runciman's Mission is regarded 
in London with the greatest pessimism and skepticism, had been sent 
here to prepare, even now, the neaJt atep, nameiy, the four-power con
ference. (Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy.) (See special 
report.) 10 

· As Lord Allen left for a conference with Reich Minister von Rib
bentrop, K. H. Frank yesterday requested in a cipher telegram sent 
via the Legation the substance of the Allen-Ribbentrop conversation, 
as a knowledge of this, insofar as it .co:Q.cerns Sudeten .Germans, 
appears absolutely necessary. 

AUGUST 13, 1938. 

[Enclosure 2] 

REPORT OF AUGUST 10, 1938 

M. Mileoch 11 of the Czech Traders' Party [ Gewerbeparttn1 held a 
Party press conference in Olmiitz on Sunday, August 7. According 
to his statements, diplomats and politicians had not been so Mtive 
since May 21 as now on August 7. The Government were undergoing 
a serious crisis and, if the international situation were somewhat m~re 
favorable for Czechoslovakia, the Government would long since have 
resigned. 

Lord Runciman's main task was to spin out the discussions and to 
gain time. Whereas, when he arrived, a three or:.four months' stay 
in Prague was mentioned, it is now spoken of only in. terms of as 
many weeks. 

Military measures on the part of. Germany disturbed the Czecho
slovak Government in an extraordinary way. The members of the 
Government, moreover, are in agreement on at least one point; that· 
the problems at issue cannot be solved without resort to war. The 
armed cop.flict cannot be postponed much longer .. 

' Cf. footnote 12, p. 402. 
•• See footnote 82, p. 557. 
• Printed as enclosure 2. 
u Rudolf Mlcoch was leader of the Czech Traders' Party and Minister of 

Commerce since December 1937. 
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With regard to the solution of the nationa.lit_y problem there exist 
on the Czech side the following three trends: 

1) Hodza is said to go farthest toward meeting German demands. 
He would be ready to give the shirt from his back and is also said 
to favor negotiation with the Sudeten German Party on the Karlsbad 
demands, if only to prevent war. 

2) President Bene8 is seeking a middle course between the Karls
bad demands and the Government offer. 

3) ~neral Krejci 12 takes the view that nothing should be conceded 
to the ~rmans. General KrejCi bases his opinion on the reports 
reaching him from all over the State. From these reports there ap
pears a contradiction between the action of the Government and 
public opinion which increases day by day. The Czech people are 
said to demand the adoption of a policy of the strong hand. Y oices 
are even heard demanding the introduction of dictatorship. The 
moOd is decidedly belligerent and an important SE!(!tion of the Czech 
public would be glad if the armed clash were already over. 
There are continual references to the parts played by Belgium and 
Serbia in 191!. 

Between the opinion of the masses and the methods of the Govern
ment stands Parliament. In this connection the mention of Maly
petr11 as the coming man is becoming more frequent. 

Our informant had the impression from the Olmiitz conference 
that the various Government communiques were merely designed as 
preparations for war. lL :MilCoch, however, showed no reaction to 
a remark made to this effect. · 

Speaking of the forthcoming budget, :Mileoch said that ordinary 
expenditure would be higher by at least 1% milliards. This is to 
. be met by raising the duty on turnover, as well as the tax on beer 
and liquor. 

On August 9 a further conference of Coalition journalists, under 
the chairmanship of Legation Counselor Dr. Srom, took place in the 
SpoleCensky.14 Srom stated that ~rman radio and newspaper propa
ganda against Czechoslovakia had assumed hitherto unknown pro
portions. It was seriously to be feared that Germany was preparing 
for something, the blame for which must at all costs be laid upon 
Czechoslovakia. . 

In connection with Imredy's and Horthy's visit to Germany 1" it 
was stated that the Reich Chancellor on this occasion wanted to give 
Hungary the same frontier guaran~ as Mussolini had already done. 
Kroftanas canceled his visit to America because he must go to Bled 
on August 19 for the meeting of the Little Entente. Srom said in 

• Chief of the Czechoslovak General Sta.tf. 
• See footnote 72, p. M5. 
• Le... the Spolec!ensk7 Club ln Prague. Dr. $rom acted as official spokesman 

of the Czechoslovak Foreign llinistrJ in their dealings with Lord RUllciman. 
• Ct. footnote Sa. p. 492. 
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conclusion that Prague hoped the Far Eastern conflict would be set· 
tied peacefully. 

CoNVERSATION WITH LoRD ALLEN AND MR. CATCHPOOL. ON AuGusT 
12, 1938, AT THE APARTMENT oF DR. RoscHE, HOTEL DE SAXE, 
PRAGUE, FROM 6 TILL 8 :45 

Present for the Sudeten German Party : Karl Hermann Frank, 
Kundt, Peters, Rosche, and Sebekovsky. · 

KuNDT stated at the beginning that the problem could not be 
solved in domestic politics, but that political pressure fro~ abroad 
on the Czechs is necessary. 

Britain and France must tell the Czechs, not only privately but 
before the whole world, that Great Britain and France did not intend 
to sacrifice a single soldier for the stupidity of Czech policy. 

Kundt then expounded the views of the Government and the 
Sudeten German Party, and the gulf existing between the proposals 
of the Government and the Sudeten German Party. 

In conclusion he summed up: if the Czechs do not show reason, 
then a solution by political pressure from abroad is the only pos
sible one. 

LoRD ALLEN described Lord Runciman's efforts to find a solution 
in domestic politics. 

Britain thinks that peace is endangered if the problem cannot be 
solved in domestic policy. If Lord Runciman's negotiations are 
disturbed by explosions within the State or by Reich-German troops 
crossing the Czechoslovak frontier, Great Britain would be obliged 
to intervene. He, a friend of Germany, had told Ribbentrop this. 
If we assume that Lord Runciman cannot solve the problem as one 
of domestic politics, then.he will draw up a report which ~ill be 
made known publicly. Then there is only the choice between war 
or a four-power conference (Great Britain, Italy, France, Germany)J 
which would deal with Runciman's findings. · 

Lord Allen at first evaded answering Frank's question whether it 
was true, as the Czechs say, that Great Britain had told the Czechs 
that Reich-German troops were on the march, a statement which 
had given rise to May 21. When Frank again asked whether·Lord 
Halifax had called the Czechs' attention to this, Lord Allen said that 
he could not speak for Halifax. As far as he had spoken with per
sonalities of the British Government, the latter believed in the peace
ful intentions of the Sudeten Germans and the German Reich. He 
asked whether the Sudeten Germans were agreeable to a four-power 
conference. 
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Fiwnt stated that the four-power conference would be faced 
with the sa.me problems as Lord Runciman and probably, on the basis 
of Lord Runciman's proposed report, would achieve exactly the same 
result as he. It must, therefore, because of the entirely different in
terests of the Great Powers in Central Europe, be regarded from 
the start with special skepticism. Moreover, the summoning of a 
four-power conference was no longer a matter for the Sudeten 
German Party but for the Great Powers. 

RoscHE pointed out that there were different trends of internal 
politics among the four Powers. 

KUNJY.r asked if Britain thought that she could induce France to 
force a reasonable solution on the Czechs. 

LoRD A.t.:L:EN stated that Great Britain had formerly neglected her 
armaments, but her military strength was now growing month by 
month, and in consequence she could exert deeisive influence on a 
solution. When asked by Kundt what would happen if the Czechs 
also ~jected a proposal of the four-power confer~nce, Lord Allen 
said that one could only judge the next step ahead. The first step, 
Lord Runciman's activity, must not be disturbed, if war were to be 
avoided. If it failed, then there would be the choice between war 
i.nd a four-power conference. He asked the Sudeten Germans to 
have patience; Great Britain recognized with astonishment the 
patience they had hitherto shown. 

KVNDT remarked that the Sudeten Germans had been patient for 
20 years, and would continue to be patient. But he must ask Great 
Britain to act quickly, for otherwise the population in its despair 
might lose patience. 

FRANK concluded with the remark that there still remained the 
· possibjJity of a plebiscite as a peaceful solution . 

. No. 367 
FlS/375-378 

' U-nsigned Foreign Ministry Memort~.ndum 

TOP SECRET (Pol. I 678 g. Rs.) 

l£:E:M:ORANDUH 

The JlOlitical talks expected as a result of the Hungarian visit will 
probably deal mainly with the question of Hungary's relations with 
the Little Entente States, especially Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. 
On this question the following can be said: · 

.A,t the audience given by the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor to 
Daranyi, the Hungarian Prime Minister, and Ka.nya, the Hungarian , 
Foreign Minister, on November 25, 1937, the main topic of conversa-
1 
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tion was Hungary's relations with the States of the Little Entente, 
in particular with Yugoslavia. According to the memorandum 
dmwn up on the audience, M. Kanya stated, "Hungary is read;y to 
promise Yugoslavia not to resort to war over her territorial claims 
if Yugoslavia will grant cultural autonomy to the Hungarian minor
ity." The Fuhrer welcomed this proposal heartily and answered: 
"As the Little Entente cannot be broken up, the attempt must be 
made to weaken its internal links; and an agreement such as that 
outlined by M. Kanya seems the proper means for this." He, the _ 
Fuhrer, expressed his readiness to discuss this proposal with Stoya
dinovich,. who was shortly coming to Berlin, and to give it his support. 

On the occasion of the audience given by the FUhrer and Reich 
Chancellor to Dr. Stoyadinovich, the Yugoslav Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister, on January 17, 1938, Yugoslav-Hungarian rela
tions were mentioned. According to the memorandum the FUhrer 
stated: "A Yugoslav-Hungarian rapprochement appeared possible· 
to him and would be greatly furthered by benevolent treatment of 
the Hungarian minority. If Yugoslavia attached importance to 
reaching a clear understanding with Hungary and wanted to extend 
this understanding in such a way as to give it the character of a 
treaty, and if a guarantor were needed, Germany would be ready to 
undertake this position as guarantor. He had in mind an .absolutely 
binding guarantee, which would also apply in a military sense, 
should Hungary violate the Yugoslav frontie~. He asked the Prime 
Minister to think over this offer. He was ncit asking for an answer· 
today, and would not take it amiss if no answ~r were given." 

Stoyadinovich answered-also according to the memorandum..:... 
"the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia is quite satisfied at present. 
He would also continue to make efforts to meet their wishes. What
ever action he took vis-a-vis Hungary must be within the framework 
of the Little Entente. He had striven a·gainst any extension of the 
Little Entente into a general pact of assistance, bu_t. the Hungarian 
question was the crux of the Little Entente Alliance. He thought 
that the Hungarians, too, understood this attitude of his." 

The Hungarian Minister here has been informed of this conver-
sation. • 

According to the report of our Legation in Budapest, dated March 
7, M. Kanya assured our Minister that during his Berlin talks he 
had made a more far-reaching proposal to Field Marshal Goring as 
well as to the FUhrer. He had offered final renunciation of the terri
tory ceded to Yugoslavia in the Peace Treaty, that is, recognition 
of the present frontier, in return for a promise of neutrality by 
Yugoslavia to Hungary, and had suggested a German guarantee for 
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this agreement. AI. Kanya gives an assurance that in this connection 
he did not-contrary to the memorandum-discuss with the FUhrer 
"cultural autonomy for the Hungarian minority." 

On March 31 and April 1 the Hungarian Minister here mentioned 
this matter again, and made a verbal inquiry at the Foreign Ministry 
as to what developments there had been in the meantime or what was 
still intended, and finally, whether Germany had refrained from in
forming Stoyadinovich of Hungary's offer of recognition of the 
present Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier in return for a Yugoslav 
promise of neutrality. 

Our Minister in Belgrade was later instructed to sound Prime 
Minister Stoyadinovich again regarding the matter. The Minister re
ports that Stoyadinovich, however, showed no willingness to do any
thing in the matter. He pointed out that he- could make no promise 
regarding the guarantee of the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier, which 
he considered assured ill any case. Moreover, he could not undertake 
any commitments which might bring him into conflict with Yugo
slavia's representatives to the Little Entente States. 

The Minister further inquired whether Germany was ready to com
mence General Staff talks, which would prepare the attitude of both 
sides on certain points if common military action against Czechoslo
vakia. eventually became necessary. No answer was at first given to 
the :Minister on this point. On the occasion of General Keitel's visit 
to Budapest,18 however, the question was. discussed by him and the 
Regent. Thm it was established that talks on military operations 
could take place only when the political aims were clear. 

During the visit of the Hungarian :Ministers Imredy and Kanya to 
Rome from July 18 to 21, Hungary's relations with the Little Entente 
States, in particular Yugoslavia, were discussed. M. Kanya told our 
Charge d'Affaires in Budapest that Italy appeared to be convinced 
of her ability to draw Yugoslavia more closely into Axis politics, and 
that therefore a lively interest was shown in a far-reaching normali
zation of Hungarian-Yugoslav relations. On the other hand, the 
formation of a special Rome-Belgrade-Budapest group had not 
been mentioned at all. The statement that Yugoslavia was prepared 
to conclude a treaty of friendship with Hungary was, in his opinion, 
untrue; he thought it out of the question that Stoyadinovich had 
ever ~nsidered such an idea. His, Kanya's, greatest desire, of 
course, was a normalization of Hungarian-Yugoslav relations, but 
unfortunately he had not yet made any progress in the minority 
question. 

•;runelf. 
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The Italian Ambassador here has given the information contained 
in the enclosed memorandum 17 on the Rome talks. This memorandum 
is supplemented by a report of the Embassy in Rome, according to 
which the Italians promised the Hungarians to use their inft.uence 
not only in Belgrade but also in Bucharest, for the neutrality of 
Rumania and Yugoslavia in the event of an armed conflict between 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 

In these circumstances we can assume that, in the event of an 
unprovoked attack by Hungary against Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia 
and Rumania will hardly be able to withdraw from their treaty obli· 
gations toward Czechoslovakia. In consequence, the Hungarians 
could only be given the same advice as they had received in· Rome, 
to await Czechoslovak provocation as a pretext for war in the event 
of a German-Czech conflict, and to prepare the way for the Ru
manians and Yugoslavs to evade their treaty obligations. Hungarian 
help, which would bring new opponents to our group, would be no 
gain for us. 

BERLIN, August 18, 1938. 

No. 368 
139/125534 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

SECRET BERLIN, August 18, 1938. 
The British Ambassador, who called on me today concerning the 

arrest of a British Consulate official in Vienna,t8 also touched upon 
the British note19 which was recently handed over here. I gathered 
from Henderson's words that he definitely expected an answer soon. 
Sir Nevile told me unofficially that he had yesterday reported to 
Halifax as follows: 

The German answer would represent the German military measures 
as normal and, if they caused uneasiness when regarded in con
junction with the political situation, then the political situation· 
would be blamed. The latter in its tum could only be improved 
by a change of front on the part of the Czechs. .. 

I told the Ambassador that I was not in a position to make any 
statement on the further treatment of ·the note by the German 
Government. 

WEIZSACKER 

"Not printed. 
.. Capt. T. Kendrick, head of the British Passport Control Office In Vienna, 

was arrested on August 17 on suspicion of espionage. · 
.. i.e., the Halifax memorandum (document No. 346, p. M9). 
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No. 369 
1311/12111131-37 

Memorandum by an Official of Political Division IV ( A.ltenburg) 

llr.:.M:ORANDUH 

SECRET 

. During his visit yesterday evening, Hencke, Counselor of Legation, 
Prague, informed me that President BeneS had made the following 
statement to Kundt, the chairman of the Sudeten German negotia
ting delegation, through Kreei, the President of the Supreme Court: 

Hod.za's previous proposals to the Sudeten German Party were 
inadequate; he did not identify himself with them, but intended 
rather to take action himself. His plan was as follows: 

1) The immediate introduction of equality of status for the Ger
man language in the historic provinces (Bohemia, Moravia, and 
Silesia). 

2) I>etermining the proportion of civil servants in the Sudeten 
German area, and to sveed this up, the introduction of German 
officials in superior ratio. 

3) Decree for a budget law in which special provision should be 
made in the State budget for the Sudeten German areas. 

4) . The raising of a loan for the indemnification of certain damage 
in the Sudeten German area. . 

In return for these concessions BeneS demanded from the Sudeten 
Germans a 2 months' truce, especially in the press, in order to 
create an atmosphere which would make possible speedier progress 
in the negotiations. Moreover, he expected the negotiating delega
tion of the Sudeten German Party to comply with his request to 
visit him and to cooperate in a practical way. He intended to form 
select committees to. carry out the negotiations; he hoped that if 
after 2 months the settlement he aimed at had taken effect the 
Secret Police could be withdrawn from the Sudeten German area. 

-As reported by Legation Counselor Hencke, Deputy Kundt asked 
to have until Friday to consider the President.'s proposals. Kundt 
now assumes that at today's meeting between Henlein and Lord 
Runciman at Prince Max Hohenlohe's country house, Lord Runci
ID.B.lJ. will become the· advocate of Bene8' proposal. Kundt would 
like· to inform Henlein of the BeneS proposal before his meeting 
with the Englishman and at the same time to give him an indication 
of how authoritative circles in Berlin think about the proposal. 

In reply to Legation Counselor Hencke's statement on the matter 
the Reich· Minister answered more or less as follows: 
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He did not like being approached so often by the Sudeten German 
Party for advice. Henlein had already received clear instructions, 
and therefore it was not fitting that one gentleman or anothe~ kept 
appearing from Prague at short intervals to obtain decisions on 
individual questions. Henlein and his people must learn to stand on 
their own feet. The answer to the BeneS proposal was contained in 
the general instructions given to Henlein, namely, always to negoti
ate and not to let the link be broken, on the other hand, always 
to demand more than could be granted by the other side. . 

In the case in hand he Sa.w a danger of Henlein'E! being pinned · 
down, if he admitted Bene8' proposal as a workable basis for 
negotiations. Such acceptance of the suggestions of the Czechoslo
vak President would in all probability lead to the matter's being 
described in the Czech and British press as a· magnanimous offer by 
Benes which had been accepted by- the Sudeten German Party, and 
from these conclusions· the attempt would immediately be made to 
force Henlein to abandon his eight Karlsbad points. This must be. 
avoided at all costs. The discussion must be conducted in such a 
way that Benes is free to carry out the measures proposed by him, 
and which the Sudeten German Party, too, hopes will lead to an 
improvement of the atmosphere. But the demand for fulfillment 
of the eight Karlsbad points remains as before and is in no way 
affected by this proposal. 

Concerning what the Sudeten German Party will do in return for 
the President's offer, the Party is ready to cooperate as before. As 
far as the 2 months' truce is concerned, this does not depend on 
the good will of the Sudeten Germans alone. 

.ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, August 18, 193.8. 

No. 370 
2367/489526 

The German Charge d'Affaires in the Soviet Union (Tippelslcirch) 
to the German Foreign Miniatry 

A/1186 Moscow, August 18, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1954 g) 

Subject: Delivery of Soviet aircraft to Czechoslovakia. 
A member of the Italian Consulate ·General in Odessa has ascer

tained the following regarding the entry of Czechoslovak Air Force 
pilots into the Soviet Union: · 

For about three to four months ten Czechoslovak Air Force pilots 
with a major in charge have been entering the Soviet Union in 

'l97664-49->rol, U-4S 
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mufti via. Rumania. by the Kineschma.-Tiraspol-Odessa. route. The 
journey takes place regularly once a week and is always made by the 
same persons. The member of the Italian Consulate General him
self traveled twice with the Czechoslovak pilots. Affixed to their 
suitcases are visiting cards, the bottom part of which, probably giv
ing their military rank, has been cut off. A Rumanian gendarmerie 
officer in Tighina,20 whom the member of the Italian Consulate Gen
eral knows quite well, confirmed that the persons in question were 
Czechoslovak Air Force pilots with a major in charge, who go to the 
Soviet Union every week.· Since, according to statements by the 
Rumanian gendarmerie officer, the pilots never leave by rail, it can 
be assumed with certainty that they fly aircraft from the Soviet 
Union to Rumania. 

Please treat the source as confidential. 
VON TIPPELSKIRCH 

No. 371 
2369/494831-33 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

A. III. 2. h. PRAGUE~ August 19, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5561) 

With reference to another report of the 19th instant, paragraph 2.21 

Subject: Discussion on Sudeten German Party memorandum of 
June 7, 1938. 

Deputy Kundt has given a member of the Legation more detailed 
information concerning the discussion which took place during the 
meeting between the Sudeten German Party delegation and the 
political Ministerial Committee on the 17th instant, in connection 
with the reading out of the Sudeten German reply to the Govern
ment's opinion on the Sudeten German Party memorandum of 
June 7. I have the honor to submit the enclosed memorandum on this. 

HENCKE 

• Otherwise known as Bender, a frontier town on the Dniester. 
11 Marginal comments: . "This report cannot be traced either in the Registry or 

In the 7'eHegrammlkontr[ollel. Unitial illegiblel August 26." "Herr Schroeder 
please [inform] V.O.M.St. A[lfenburg) August 2ii." 
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[Enclosure] 

:MEMORANDUM 

The third plenary meeting between the GovernJ1lent and the 
Sudeten German Party delegation took place in the· late afternoon 
of August 17, 1938. Deputy Kundt gave me the following informa
tion concerning this session: 

Those present included Prime Minister Hodza, the lfiniStw.·s 
Franke, Derer, Cerny 22 and the whole of the Sudeten German Party 
delegation. The representatives of the Coalit~on Club were missing; 
the reason for this is still not known. Dr. Hodza at once called 
upon, Deputy Kundt to speak on the Prime Minister's opinion of 
AuguSt U. The impression made on the Czechs is said to have been 
extremely effective. Dr. Hodza gave merelya brief reply and, obvi· 
ously clutching at a straw, seized with pleasure on the formal state· 
ment that the Sudeten German Party was still prepared to discuss 
matters with the Government. Hodza endeavored merely to prove 
that by her constitution and laws Czechoslovakia was not a National 
State, and that the difference between a National State and a Nation
alities State existed only in theory. The only important point was the 
Prime Minister's statement that the well-known manifestQ of the 
Czech officers23 was the fault of one man alone, ·who had apologized 
to the Government. This man had not realized the repercussions 
his "article" would have. It had not been a manifesto by the officers 
at all. Ministers Derer and Franke thereupon acknowledged the sin
cerity and frankness of Kundt's statements, avoided discussing 
the problems, and asked the question direct whether the Sudeten 
German Party was prepared to compromise. Kundt adopted the 
following point of view: he did not dwell on the individual state
ments by Dr. Hodza and the Ministers, and declared these to be 
subjects for further discussion. He merely made it quite clear that 
the Sudeten German Party's proposals were not merely theoretical 
and that their experiences over the last 20 years forced the Sudeten 
Germans to regard Czechoslovakia as the National State of the Czechs. 
Kundt stated, nevertheless, that the Sudeten German Party was still 
ready for discussions with a view to finding a common point of 
view. 1Vith regard to Konrad Henlein's eight Karlsbad demands, 
there could in principle be no compromise. This word was simply 
inapplicable, for compromises were only possible within the limits 
of one definite point of view; thus the first task was to find a common 
point of view. If the Sudeten German Party had been prepared 
to compromise in its demands it would have increased its proposals 

11 llllnisters of Education, Justice, and Interior, respectively. 
11 Cf. document No. 366, p. 577, and footnote 8 thereto. 
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by 100 percent. In its sincerity it is demanding only the minimum 
of what is absolutely necessary to ensure a just regime in the State, 
:and thereby for European peace. Details regarding its implement&· 
t~on can be discussed, but first of all a common point of view must be 
found in accordance with whose principles the Settlement is to be 
made. On the score of sincerity there could be no question of a com
promise, which gives us and the world the illusion of a solution which 
is not one at all, or at the most will only hold good for a short time 
and then will once more give rise to a domestic and external political 
situation, perhaps in an even worse form than today. The only 
solution which can be considered is one which, by transforming the 
State, will create a regime which will permanently ensure internal 
and international peace. 

The Ministers showed that they were satisfied with this reply. 
Prime Minister Hodza summed up by stating that neither the Sudeten 
German Party's concrete proposals in detail nor the Government's 
proposals were final, and that there was a willingness on both sides 
to conduct negotiations for the purpose of arriving at "a common 
point of view regarding the solution of the nationalities problem 
with regard to its fundamental questions." 

Regarding the cqntinuation of the negotiations on this matter, it 
was agreed that the further nu.ul'IU procedendi should be discussed 
by Dr. Hodza and Deputy Kundt during the next few days. 

PRAGUE, August 18, 1938. 

No. 372 
2369/i9483T 

Minute by an Official of Political Division IV {Altenburg) 1()1' the 
Under State Secretary (W oermann) 

(Pol. IV 5572) 

, In accordance with the instructions forwarded by the Reich Minis
te~ to Secretary of Legation Briickelmeier~24 I yesterday informed 
Herr Schmidt of the Vollcsdeutsch6 Nittel&telk that for his part 
the Reich lfinister is not willing to intervene in the difference of 
opinion between Kundt and Karl Hermann F.rank; it was Konrad 
Henlein's business to assert his authority and establish a unified 
policy--m the controlling body of the Sudeten German Party. The 
Reich Minister was leaving it to ObergruppenfUhrer Lorenz to speak 
with Karl Hermann Frank himself, or through Obergruppenfuhrer 
Behrens, and to draw his attention to the general guiding principles 
which determine the conduct of the Sudeten German Party in its 

• Brlicklmeler had recent17 Joined the Foreign Mlnlster's Secretariat. 
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negotiations with the Czechoslovak Government. The Reich Minis
ter believed that this conversation would be sufficient to establish 
the requisite unity in the Sudeten German camp. If Obergruppen
fuhrer Lorenz desires over and above this that the Reich Minister 
should himself speak with Karl Hermann Frank, then he will not 
refuse to grant this request. 

Submitted herewith through Dg. Pol. to U. St. S. Woermann. 
ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, August 19, 1938. 

No. 373 
139/125538-40 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Ozechoalovalcia (Henclce) lo the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 291 of August 19 PRAGUE, August 19, 1938-'--5 :30 p.m. 
Received August ~9, 1938--9 :45 p.m. 

In .. continuation of telegram of the 13th, No. 284.25 During current 
week following negotiations or discussions on Sudeten German prob
lem took place: 

1) On August 16 discussion between Sudeten German Party dele- · 
gation and Lord Runciman: Lord Runciman was informed of con
tents of reply prep~red by Sudeten Party to Prime Minister's state
ment on Sudeten Party memorandum of June 7 (cf. paragraph 2). 
Lord Runciman expressed anxiety lest way to further dis~ussions 
between Government and Sudeten German Party thereby blocked, 
and suggested adjournment. Kundt replied to effect that Sudeten 
Ger~p.an Party reply left way open for opportunity for further dis
cussion on fundamental question~ 

2) On August 17 negotiations between Ministerial Committee and 
Sudeten German Party delegation: Kundt read out Sudeten German 
Party reply to. Prime Minister's. written statement on memorandum. 
of June 7 which had been forwarded to Sudeten Party on August 
13. Kundt's statements contain criticism, correct in form but severe 
in content, of methods of negoti~tion hitherto, and decisive rej~ction 
of Government proposals under review. Present gap between points 
of view on both sides is described as not bridged and therefore dis
cussion of detailed questions, desired by all Governments, as point
less. In spite of this Sudeten German Party delegation declared 
its readiness for continuation of comprehensive negotiations as to 
how, by means of a systematic transformation of the State on the 

• Document No. 852, p. 559. 
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basis of Karlsbad demands, nationalities problem, and thereby crisis 
in domestic and foreign political affairs in the State could be settled. 
Prerequisites for tkis were concrete proofs of good intentions, not 
only by G9vernment but also on part of Czech press and Czech 
organizations. 

During the.ensuing discussion which the Czech Ministers started 
on that subject Kundt rejected compromise, emphasizing that eight 
Karlsbad points represented minimum Sudeten demands. 

Summing up, Prime Minister established fact of readiness on both 
sides to continue negotiations with object of arriving at "common 
point of view regarding solution of problem of nationalities with 
regard to its fundamental questions." Further modWJ procedendi 

· is to be agreed upon between Kundt and Hodza .in next few days. 
,Detailed material in writing is following by courier. 

3) On .August 18 Konrad Henlein's exchange of views with Lord 
Runciman.-Conversation took place privately between Henlein and 
Runciman, and Prince Hohenlohe acted as interpreter. Latter gave 
me briefly following information during dinner at British Legation. 

Henlein explained Sudeten German point of view in dignified and 
convincing manner and Sudeten Party's readiness in principle for 
settlement, if demands met. Contrary to expectation Lord Runci
man did not mention Bene8' proposals reported verbally, for dis
cussion of which Henlein was prepared-on lines of instructions for
warded. On the other hand, Runciman produced Hodza's letter in 
which appointment of seven German postmasters and two district 
prefects [Bezirkahauptleute] is contemplated for Saturday. Hen
lein disposed of this with a smile. During stay at Schloss Rothen
haus eyewitnesses gave account of incidents at Brux, which made 
great impi:ession on Lord Runciman. Runciman caused one of his 
assistants to request the Prime Minister firmly by telephone to stop 
acts of violence immediately, and dispatched two of his assistants at 
once to Briix to investigate on the spot, whither Hodza, too, ordered 
high Government official to go. According to account by Hohenlohe 
and K. H. Frank of their impressions, favorable result for Sudete11 
Germans expected from exchange of views. Prllice Hohenlohe will 
report verbally to State Secretary on details of conversation on 
Saturday. · . 

4) At dinner at British Legation on August 18, to which most 
of the Heads of Missions in Prague, Sudeten German aristocrats, 
and some high officials of the Czech Foreign Ministry were invited, 
the British Minister expressed anxiety regarding further course of 
the negotiations. Lord Runciman intended to have detailed dis
cussions with Czechs during next few days. Runciman said not 
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a word about problem to foreign diplomats and myself. On the 
other hand Lady Runciman revealed in conversation remarkable un· 
derstanding for Sudeten Germans and spoke of Bolshevik influence 
in Czechoslovakia. Mini8terialrat Cermak,26 who was also present, 
observed, in these words, "Runciman abuses us dreadfully." 

5) Frank has promised further information for this afternoon. 
Supplementary telegraphic report reserved till later date. 

HENCKE 

No. 374 
340/198886 

Unsigned Minute, Probably by the State Secretary' (Weizsacker) 

During a conversation with Reich Minister von Ribbentrop on 
.August 19 he explained to me that the Fiihrer was firmly resolved 
to settle the Czech affair by force of arms. He described the middle 

. of October as the latest possible date because of technical reasons 
governing air operations. The other powers would certainly not make 
any move and, even if they did, we should accept their challenge 
and defeat them also. I refuted this whole theory; as pJ;eviously, 
and remarked that we must reach the political stage of a falling 
off in British interest in the Czech affair and also of British tolerance 
before we could take up the matter without running an unjustifiable 
risk. Herr von Ribbentrop sought to represent the question of re· 
sponsibility in such a way that I was responsible to him alone, 
he to the Fuhrer alone, and the Fuhrer solely to the German people, 
while I maintained that it was necessary to be deeply rooted in the 
theory of such a policy in order to carry it out to the best advan
tage. Herr von Ribbentrop declared that the Fuhrer had neve~ yet 
made a mistake; his most difficult decisions and acts (occupation of 
the Rhineland) already lay behind him. It was necessary to believe 
in his genius, just as he, R., did from long years of experience. If 
I had not yet reached the stage of blind belief in the question under 
discussion-as I expressly told Ribbentrop-then he desired of me, 
in a friendly manner and urgently, too, that I should do so. I 
should certainly regret it later, if I did not succeed in doing so"'and 
the facts then contradicted me. 

The conversation, during which Ribbentrop sought to corroborate 
his arguments by citing a large number of military aspects, passed 
off for the rest calmly and as between intimates. 

10 There were two senior Czech officials of this name ; 1t Is not known which 
is referred to .here. 
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It may also be worthy of note that, according to Ribbentrop's 
account, the FUhrer intends to move into Czechoslovakia himself at 
the head of the leading armored division. The Foreign Minister is 
to accompany him into action. Instead of Herr von N eurath, to 
whom the FUhrer would apparently like to delegate his functions at 
home, Ribbentrop intends to have me take charge of these matters. 

AUGUST 19, 1938.27 

No. 375 
1813/386993-9t 

Memorandum~·by th6 Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Person1113Z Department of th6 Foreign Ministry 28 

(Pol. I 1981 g) 

MEMORANDUM - '. 
Since 1935 the Sudeten German. Party has been regularly sub

sidized by the Foreign Ministry with certain amounts, actually a. 
payment of 15,000 marks per month,· of which 12,000 marks are 
transferred to the Prague Legation for disbursement and 3,000 marks 
are paid out in Berlin to the Party's representative (Burger's office). 
In the course of the last few months the tasks assigned to Burger's 
office have increased considerab.ly owing to the current negotiations 
with the Czechoslovak <1overnment. The number of pamphlets and 
maps produced and distributed by the office has risen; the propa
ganda activity in the press has increased enormously; and the ex
penditure has grown in particular because, owing to the necessity 
for being constantly well informed, the expenses of journeys to Prague, 
London, and Paris (also the financing of journeys by Sudeten Ger
man deputies and agents) have been greatly increased. In these 
circumstances Burger's office is no longer able to manage on the sum 
of 3,000 marks per month allotted to it, if it is to meet all. demands 
made upon it. Herr Burger has, therefore, applied to the Ministry 
for an increase in this sum from 3,000 marks to 5,500 marks per 
month. In view .of the great increase in the business transacted by 
the office and of the importance attached to the office's activities with 
regard to cooperation with the Foreign Ministry also, this request 
cannot but be ·warmly recommended. - . 

• The date Is added in pencil In Welzslh':ker's handwriting, and the document 
was kept in a sealed envelope. 

• This document was produced In evidence at Nuremberg as document 3059-PS. 
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Herewith submitted to Pers[onnel] Department with a request for 
approval. It is requesiecl· that the payments should be increased 
with effect from August 1. 

WoEBllANN 

BERLIN, August 19, 1938. 

DECISION 

1. The payments to Burger's office will be increased to 5,500 marks 
per month until further notice, with effect from August 1 of this year. 

2. Herr A. R. Herold for attention and further action. 
3. Herewith returned to Pol. IV. 
BERLIN, August 23, 1938. 

[Penciled marginal notes:] 
Pr[iifer], August 22; agreed. 

DIENST.HANN 

Volksdeutsche Mittel8telle will be informed b): the Political 
Division. 

Herr Schmitt, V.D.M.St., has been informed verbally by me today 
of the current payments by the Foreign Ministry to the Sudeten 
German Party. A[LTENBURo], August 24. 

No. 376 
3371197375 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiieker) for the Under State 
Secretary (Woermann) 

BERLIN, August 20, 1938. 
M:. E. Prince Hohenlohe described the Henlein-Runciman con

versation to me today. What was new to me in the account was that 
Runciman was showing signs of haste in order to arrive quickly, 

. either at a positive solution, or at the point where it could be estab
lished who was responsible for failure. Czech readiness to adopt a 
conciliatory attitude is very great according to impressions gained 
by Hohenlohe. 

Herr Altenburg has probably noted down the details. 
Herewith to Under State Secretary. 
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No. 377 
139/125561 

Minute by the State Secretary (W eizsiicker) 

BERLIN, August 20, 1938. 
The British Ambassador touched briefly on the subject of the 

Halifax mem?randum again today, after I had sent for him on 
account of the affair of the Vienna. arrests.211 I left it to his discretion 
whether to request an interview with the Reich Minister, who, as 
far as I was aware, actually happened to be here, if he had any 
wishes regarding this matter. Henderson, nevertheless, was opposed 
to the idea. that he should wish to discuss it officially or press for 
action. To his request for my private opinion on what attitude he 
should best adopt in this affair, I replied by saying, "Wait and see." 

The Ambassador also added that he had remarked at the time 
to Herr W oermann and Herr Lammers that the F·rench had not been 
informed about the memorandum by the British. He was now bound 
to add that on inquiry by the French the British Government "·ere 
unable to deny the existence of the mem01'8.ndum and its contents. 
For the sake of correctness it would be well to bring this to the 
notice of the authorities concerned. 

No.378 
2369/49481~20 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Ozechosl01Jakia (Beneke) to the 
· German Foreign Ministry 

URGENT 

SECRET 

A.. III. 2. h. 
With reference to report elsewhere. 
Subject: Move by President BeneS. 

PRAoUE, August .2o, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5538) 

Dr. Kier, the legal adviser to the Sudeten German Part~, has given 
a. member of the Legation further information concerning the move 
by President ·Bene8.~0 I have the honor to submit the enclosed 
memorandum on this. 

A visit by Deputy Kundt to the President is scarcely likely before 
the 23d of this month. 

HENCKE 

• See document No. 368, p. 58.'i, and footnote 18 thereto. 
• Cf. d(l('llment No. 369, p. 586. 



TOP SECRET 

GERM~Y AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 597 
[Enclosure] 

:MEMORANDUM 

I 

Dr. Kier gave me the following information concerning the meet-
ing of the Political Committee of the Sudeten German Party which 
took place at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of August 19, 1938: 

·The meeting had begun with a unanimous joint report by DeP,uties 
K. H. Frank and Kundt on Lord Runciman's conversation with Kon~ 
rad Henlein at Rothenhaus Castle. The move by t4e President had 
been discussed before His Lordship's arrival at the castle. Kundt 
had reported to Konrad Henlein on the recommendations which he 
had received by way of the Legation. Both Henlein and Frank were 
in agreement with Kundt's measures. Konrad Henlein had adopted 
the point of view that the invitation from Dr. Benes for a private 
exploratory conversation ought to be accepted, and, moreover, that _ 
they should proceed in accordance with their instructions. Deputy 
Kundt made it a condition that he should be-permitted to take a 
witness along with him to Dr. Benes (Dr. Sebekovsky is envisaged)._ 
The conversation will not take place before Tuesday. · 

Professor Sander then appeared at the meeting and gave a detailed 
report on his conversation with the President and [the latter's] state- -
ment. This report corresponds in the main to the information from 
Kundt forwarded by Dr. Kier on August 17, 1938; As a supplement 
to the first Sander report the following is nevertheless worthy of 
note: 

1) The President stated that his hands were tied by the constitu
tion. He was obliged actually to wait for a request from the Prime 
Minister. He could, however, induce the Prime Minister to ·make 
this request to him. He considered that the time had now· come 
when he would have to intervene in his capacity as President. On
Sander's inquiring' whether he had an authoritarian regime in mind, 
Benes expressed the opinion that he was already quite certain about 
the method. 

2) Regarding the four points dealing with prelimimtry concessions 
envisaged, Benes pointed out that in the event of a loan foreig'fl aid 
would also be necessary, which gives the impression that Benes already 
has financial support. (During the ensuing meeting Dr. Kier straight
way drew attention to the seriousness of this matter.) 

3) Benes wishes to carry out the preliminary concessions in order 
to create a peaceful atmosphere. 

Since Professor Sander's report to the Party leaders on August 
19, doubts have arisen as to whether the President intends,to carry 
out the preliminary concessions and simulta~eously conduct negoti-
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atio11o in the committee on which both sides have equal representa
tion [paritiiti&cher Ausschuss], or whether he wishes to separate 
both moves in point of time. It is this question which the Sudeten 
German Party now wishes to clarify with the President direct. :M. 
BeneS spoke of three stages to Professor Sander. He had obviously 
the preliminary concessions in mind as the first and the negotiations 
as the second, while he had said nothing at all about the third. A 
full clarification of this question would be important-at least from 
the theoretical point of view-for the date Qf commencement of the 
so-called armistice, regarding which there were only vague notions 
for the present. 

4) What is said to have been most interesting was that Benes 
stated in the course of the conversation he fully understood that the 
Germans wished to be their own masters in the German region; he 
.considered that purely German self-administrative regions could well 
be discussed, e.g., purely German districts [ Gaue] ( Silesia, Leitmeritz, 
Karlsbad). He had no anxiety with regard to the Czech minorities 
in the German region. To a corresponding question from Sander, 
BeneS replied: I give you my w:ord that I shall achieve this. 

5) Bene8 pointed out that he was the only Minister at the time to 
oppose the introduction of the historical provincial units in 1927.81 

(According to Kier this is historically correct.) 
6) During the· .Parliamentary· negotiations over the constitution 

in 1920 BeneS sounded a warning note against designating Czecho
slovakia as a National State. (According to Kier this is historical1y 
correct.) The expression "Lea Etats nationau:»" was used during the 
peace negotiations, not in the sense of National State, but merely . 
as a term to distinguish them from Austria-Hungary~ He con
sidered the theory of the National State to be mistaken. 

Deputy Kundt has confirmed the above information from I>r. Kier. 
DR. OsKAR :Mms 

PuoUE, August 20, 1938. 

a In 1927 a provincial administrative roorganlzatlon was undertaken, the 
main effect of which was to place Slovakia on a simllar footing to the tradi
tional provinces of Bohemia and Moravia-a move away from centralization 
ln the interests of the Slovaks, though not of the Germans. 
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No. 379 
139/125551h118 

Letter From the Foreign Minister to the British Foreign B~cretary 
(Holifaa:) I 

(Final version) 32 BEB.LIN, August 21, 1938. 
DEAR LoRD lliLIFAx: On my return from leave I have still to 

thank you for your letter of July 28.83 I should like to reply to you 
with the same frankness with which you '\\Tote to me. 

From your letter I perceive that it was your intention to inform 
the German Government of Lord Runciman's :Mission before it be
came known in the press, and that this was only prevented by the 
indiscretion of British newspapers. You will agree with me that 
this makes no difference to the situation itself. The sending of 
Lord Runciman was decided upon by the Br~tish Government in 
agreement with the French and Czechoslovak Governments without 
our participation. The Reich Government was not informed of this 
until afterward. In these circumstances the Reich Government must 
disclaim any responsibility for whether the efforts of Lord Runci
man lead to success or not. 

German policy can surely claim for itself as an important credit 
that it allowed the Government in Prague to negotiate with the 
Sudeten Germans· without interference, and for not having inter
vened, although the negotiations have not made the slightest progress 
owing to the completely uncomprehending Czechoslovak intransi
gence. Naturally, we in Germany are now unable to take part also 
in the carrying out of Lord Runciman's :Mission, which has come into 
being without our participation. 

The efforts of the British Government in the Sudeten German 
question up till now have, unfortunately, not met with success. On 
the contrary, the attitude of the Prague Government has merely 
incteased in intransigence and aggressiveness. Indeed, there can 
hardly be any doubt today that the conduct of the Prague Govern
ment, which is strongly infiuenced by Bolshevik ideas, represents 
the sole real obstacle to the pacification and peaceful settlemept of 
Europe. I believe that public opinion in the world is becoming 
more clearly aware of this fact every day. That this has not been 
fully realized in some quarters is, in my opinion, due to the tendentious 
attitude of a section of the international press; which is at pains 
to give public opinion an entirely false view of the situation in 
Czechoslovakia. I am convinced that this press will not succeed in 

a Added in pencil at the top. 
a Document No. 823, p. 522, 
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the long run in concealing the true situation in Czechoslovakia, and 
I should be glad if Lord Runciman's stay in Prague were to have 
this effect and open the eyes of the public in Great Britain. 

One thing seems quite plain to me at any rate. As long as authori
tative circles in Prague still have hopes of support from outside, 
even if they drive matters to the limit, all efforts to induce them 
to deal with the legitimate Sudeten German demands in a reason
able manner will be in vain. I still remain convinced that in this 
is to be found the real key to a settlement of the situation. 

Moreover, I am obliged to take this opportunity of stating quite 
frankly that the memorandum deposited by Sir Nevile Henderson 
on the 12th of this month 3• has caused great astonishment here. 
What there is to be said from the German side about the military 
measUres mentioned in it has been given by our military authorities 

_to your Military Attache as part of the exchanges of information 
customary between them. We are naturally unable to enter into any 
discussion on internal military measures. 

You are right in emphasizing how important the attitude of the 
press is for further political developments. Unfortunately, I am 
bound to set on record that it is precisely the British press that has 
throughout the recent period and in almost every case neglected to 
make what contribution it might have done toward a relaxation of 
the tense atmosphere and toward.an Anglo-German settlement. Dur
ing recent months there has been scarcely one single political or 
diplomatic action bearing on Anglo-German relations which British 
newspapers have not in one way or another made the object of in
discretions, imputations, or downright false reports, in order to dis
credit systematically German policy. I should like once more today 
in all seriousness to draw your personal attention to these matters. 

I am glad that in your letter you mention our various conversa
tions in London, during which we always regarded the establishment 
of good and friendly relations between Germany and Great Britain 
as our common goal. I. have never lost sight of this goal and am 
convinced that, after a solution of the Sudeten German problem 
and a reasonable settlement of the colonial question, our two Govern
ments will, in the absence of any diverging interests, achieve coopera
tion based on mutuai trust. In order that the way shall be made 
clear for a constructive policy of this kind, however, it seems to me 
to be indispensable that a radical change should be brought about 
in the attitude of the British press toward Germany, and that the 

• Document No. 346, p. 549. 
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desire for an understanding with Germany, which in my view exists 
among the British people, may find free expression. 

1Vith kind regards, 
Ever yours sincerely, RmBENTROP 

No. 380 
1613/387035-40 

1'he German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
Under State /Secretary in .the German Foreign Ministry (Woer
mann) 

Moscow, August 22, 1938. 
(Pol. I 2107 g) 

l\Ir DEAR HERR WoERMANN: This morning I sent you a telegram 
about my conversation with M. Litvinov.35 I should like to add fo my 
remarks that the conversation was comparatively detailed and pro
longed, and that it was not without difficulty that l\1. Litvinov could 
be prevailed upon to speak. I tried in vain to induce M. Litvinov to 
express himself as to the form which possible assistance by the 
Soviet Union to Czechoslovakia would take. The Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs avoided answering this question again and again. It
would seem to be the "mot d'ordre" here not to commit oneself on 
this point. M. Litvinov was, as usual, amiable to me personally, but 
for the rest, his statements did not leave anything to be desired in 
point of clarity. I cannot estimate whether they accord in every 
detail with actual circumstances. · 

I transmit to you a memorandum. of my conversation with· M. 
Potemkin on the 20th of this month. It has confirmed my view that 
the stubbornness of the fighting in the Far Eastern frontier incident 
on Lake Hassan is to be attributed to the Soviet desire to pin down 
the Japanese troops in Manchukuo. The second reason given by 
l\f. Potemkin, to impress the Japanese or, alternatively, "the Chinese, 
seems to me rather farfetched and scarcely convincing. May I be 
permitted to point out that in their battles near Lake Hassan the 
Soviet Russians did not attain their tactical goal, the conquest of 
the famous heights; they did, however, attain their strategic .. goal, 
the pinning down of Japanese troops in Manchukuo.38 

Czech affairs are naturally the subject of daily conversation in 
the Diplomatic Corps here. We are being pressed from all sides 

• Not printed; an expanded version ot the report contained in this telegram Is 
printed as document No. 396, p. 629 . 

.. During July and August stubborn fighting took place between Soviet and 
Japane!'le troops for the possession of the heights of Changhufeng, which lay on 
the frontier at a point where its exact line was in doubt. The fighting ended 
with a truce on August 10. 
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to say what is the meaning of our "mobilization" and what our plans 
in Czechoslovakia are. In my replies I have kept to the instructions 
in the directive of August 3.17 My French colleague, Coulondre, said 
at the end of our conversation: "I hope from my heart that it does 
not come to a German-French conflict. You know as well as I do 
for whom we are working if we get at loggerheads." The British 
Ambassador's wife said to me "Come and tell me~ will you be 
naughty!" 

I spoke at length with the Japanese, too. He, l1owenr, was in
terested only in Lake Hassan and not at all in Czech affairs. It 
is true the Japanese asked Herr von Tippelskirch repeatedly about 
Czech affairs.38 He emphasized how agreeably impre~ed Japan had 
been by our sympathetic attitude during the Manchurian frontier 
conflict. 

I have received an invitation to Stuttgart and Nuremberg, and
after consultation with the Personnel Department-will arrive on 
August 29 in Berlin, and on September 1 in Stuttgart. I must' have 
the new uniform made during my 3-day stay in Berlin. 

I shall not fail to call on you at once on my arrival. 
With sincere greetings and Heil Hitler! 

I remain, my dear Herr Woermann, yours sincerely, 

[Enclostlre] 

lfEHORA.NDUM 

F. w. SCHULENB~G 

Moscow, August 20, 1938. 

I had requested permission of M. Litvinov and 11. Potemkin to call 
on them to report on my return from leave. Besides this I had a 
number of current matters for discu~ion with lL Potemkin. 

M. Litvinov has so far not replied, but I have been with M. Potemkin 
this -afternoon. 

P. questioned me at once about Czeclwsl(}t'ak affairs; he thought the 
situation there looked difficult enough. I replied that was the case. 
For the rest I kept to the instructions of Reich Minister's directive 
of August 3 of this year.111 In the main P. listened to me without 
expressing a personal opinion. He acted as if the Czechoslovak ques
tion were indeed of great interest to the Soviet Government, but did 
not concern them particularly. P.'s attitude obviously conforms to a 
"mot d'ordre" given out by the Soviet Government and also acted 

• Doemnent No. 332, p. 529. 
• This sentence Is here Inserted In Schulenburg's writing. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 1937-1938 603 

upon by the Soviet press, but which in no way corresponds to the 
truth. I have the impression that M. Litvinov is postponing my visit 
because he wished first to find out through P. whether I did not 
intend to put "awkward" questions. 

In the course of the conversation P. also turned to the Far Eastern 
frontier incident at Lake H asaan. He was very informative. He 
gave two decisive reasons in reply to my question as to how the 
extraordinary "spreading" of the incident was to be explained. 

1) The Japanese Kwantung Army had, "out of je.alousy," sought 
occasion to prevent weakening of their effectives and consequent 
loss of prestige through transfer of troops to the Hankow offensive. 

2) It was mtended to demonstrate to China that the Soviet Union 
was retreating before gross provocation, did not dare fight against 
Japanese troops, and would therefore never be any real support for 
China. 

The objective of 1) has apparently been achieved; the purpose 
of 2) has failed completely. 

It is highly probable that the reasons given under 1) and 2) are 
in themselves correct. It was, however, the Spviet Union that had 
wanted to prevent troops of the K wantung Army being transferred 
to Hankow, and the Soviet Union had wanted to prove to China that 
she can fight if need be, and that the Japanese recoil when it comes 
to the worst. 

In this connection P. commented that Japan ardently desired to 
clear up the Chinese "adventure." Two days pgo the French news· 
paper Ordre published the report that Italy was doing her utmost 
at Hongkong, Shanghai, and Hankow to bring about a settlement 
between Japan and China. P. considers these reports correct; Italy 
was undoubtedly acting on Japan's instructions. To my question as 
to what form such a settlement was likely to take, P. replied 
the plan was to replace Chiang-Kai-Chek by Wang-Sin-Weh ( ?), 
who was friendly toward Japan, but in a position to form a national 
government. The formation of a national government was neces
sary because otherwise anarchy ( I ) would break out in China. Under 
Wang-Sin-Weh China would then be guided into the "Anti-Comin
tern combination." P. did not know how to answer my question as 
to what position Japan would take in the "Anti-Comintern China." 

CoUNT voN DEB ScHULENBURG 
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No. 381 
397/212851-54 

Me'1TW1'andum by the German Amhaaaador in the Soviet Union 
(Schulenburg) 

OFFICE 1rfEMORANDUM; 

Moscow, August 23, 1938. 
I would like to supplement my telegram No. 15839 to the Foreign 

Ministry by recording following fragments of conversation from my 
interview yesterday with Foreign Commissar Litvinov. · 

MYSELF: The question here turns not upon an attack plain and 
simple, but on whether the attack is provoked or not provoked. 'y e 
cannot and will not tolerate everything. Above all, however, we 
desire a peaceful solution of the Sudeten German question. 

LITVINOV: Even the unruliest Czech hotheads do not want war or 
an attack on Germany. Their sole demand is for energetic defense 
against a German attack, and no yielding. They have a perfect 
right tQ this. But in reality the position is quite different. You 
desire the destruction of Czechoslovakia, you want to conquer the 
country. Naturally you prefer to attain your goal by peaceful means. 
War is always a risk. Everyone will try to avoid war if he can 
gain his ·ends without it. . . 

MYSELF: The Cze~hs have been encouraged to stubborn resistance 
by the speeches of British and French statesmen and assurances of 
help. 

LrrviNov: The Soviet Union considers the Sudeten German ques
tion to be the domestic concern of Czechoslovakia. The Soviet Union 
had not interfered in any way or given any advice, whether in the 
one Qr the other direction. Neither will she do it in the future. 

LITviNov: If the old democratic Germany still existed, the Czech 
question would have had quite a different .aspect for the Soviet Uniqn. 
We have always espoused the cause of self-determination of peoples. 

Litvinov's remarks repeatedly contained unfriendly allusions to 
British policy. 

A hw days ago my British colleague, Lord Chilston, spoke to me 
about the Czech question. He was optimistic and expressed the 
opinion that agreement would still be reached. He asked whether 
the Sudeten Germans would be satisfied with far-reaching autonomy 

• Not printed : an expanded ver11ion of the report contained in this telegram is 
printed as document No. 396, p. 629. 
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within the framework of the Czech State, or if they were definitely 
aiming at "Anschluss" with Germany. 

I referre<l Lord Chilston to the· Karlsbad program of the Sudeten 
Germans. 

The junior members of the British Embassy here, who are on 
particularly good terms with our younger members, have repeatedly 
and in a friendly manner begged us not to allow· ourselves to be 
deceived: should a German-Czech war break out France was certain 
to march, and with equal certainty Great Britain would support 
her. These younger members hoped, too, that Lord Runciman would 
find a solution acceptable to all parties. 

Today the Finnish Minister called on me and informed me he had 
had to break off his leave prematurely because his Government con
sidered both the Far Eastern frontier incident on Lake Hassan and 
the situation in Central Europe very critical. Baron Yrjo-Koskinen 
asked me how matters stood with the Czechoslovak . question. I 
replied to him on the lines of the instruction of August 3. 

The Finnish Minister declared in the course of the conversation, 
he feared it was well-nigh certain that, in the' event of a German
Czech armed conflict, France and Britain would iJiltervene with armed 
force. The Baron was equally convinced that in ·~uch an eventuality 
the Soviet Union ~ould do as little as possible. . 

CoUNT voN DER ScHuLENBURG 

No. 382 
139/125574-81 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
State Secretary in the German Foreign Ministry (Weizsiiclcer) 

LoNDON, August· 23, 1938. 
DEAR HERR voN WmzsA.cKER: You will find enclosed a detailed 

· memorandum on a conversation which I had today with Sir Horace 
Wilson, Chamberlain's most intimate colleague. Herr von Dirksen 
will have told you of Sir Horace's position here. Horace Wilson 
is generally considered to be one of the most influential men in \he 
British Government. He does not like to appear in the limelight. 
It is an established fact that Neville Chamberlain asks for his advice 
on all matters. This man, who is opposed to all outward show, 
commands respect from all who come in contact with him, He is an 
embodiment of Moltke's idea: "To be more than you appear to be." 

I gained the impression from the conversation that the British are 
a ware of the untenable nature of the situation in Czechoslovakia. 
They are doubtless also prepared to do everything possible to meet 
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our wishes, at any rate at a price; they. want to avoid a solution by 
war, not least because they proba~ly feel that they·would be fighting 
for a cause which .is essentially worthless. Sir Horace mentioned the 
possibility that a special envoy of the British Government might 
transrirlt to the Fiihrer a propoaal for a peaceful and generous settle
ment. At the same time, however, he said that every eft'ort in this 
direction would be useless if there were any truth in the rumors 
circulating in London and on the Continent that we had already fixed 
a tiine limit for the invasion of Czechoslovakia. I specially pointed 
out to Sir Horace how necessary it was that the British Government 
should now speak and act clearly. Bene8 and his people should not 
be allowed to have the impression that the old policy of cheating 
could be continued because of British indecision. 

Following the instructions given to me, I did not mention a plebis
cite in the Sudeten German area. as a possible solution. From the 
whole course of the conversation, however, Wilson can have no doubt 
that we would. not agree to a solution which left the State intact 
in its present extent.42 

.With best wishes and Heil Hitler ! TH. KoRDT 

[Enclosure) 

}lmri:ORANDUH 

~oday at the house «?f Mr. Conwell-Evans42• I had an exhaustive 
·conversation with Sir Horace Wilson on the whole field of Anglo
Gertnan relations. The conversation opened with a discussion on the 
events during the Czechoslovak crisis of May 20 and 21 lust. I 
pointed out to Sir Hofll.ce that at that time the British Government 

· had let themselves be led astray by Czech propaganda. Acting on 
false reports of a German mobilization, the Czechoslovak Govern
ment on their side had mobilized. The British Government had 
then been convinced that there was not a word of truth in the alleged· 
German mobilization. They had spread the idea abroad, or at least 
allowed 'it to be spread, that their sharp words and decisive action 
had prevented a world war. Sir Horace must admit that this pro
cedure was unfair •. It was reminiscent of the story in Thoughts and 
Memories [Gedanken und Erinnerungen] where Bismarck describes 
the 'Visit of Gortschakoft' to Berlin. Inunediately after his arrival 
Gortschakoft' pronounced the words, "Maintenant la paiiiJ est assuree." 
Bismarck described this procedure by saying that he did not like 
someone jumping on his shoulder from behind and giving a circus 

• The final paragraph Is added In handwriting by Kordt. 
.... A member ot the Anglo-German Society; see document No. 482, p. 765. 
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performance. Exactly the same situation bad arisen over the week· 
end crisis. 

Sir Horace answered that the British Government's main con· 
cern had been to prevent a solution by force of the Czech problem. 
After the Austrian AnschlJuss, leading men. in Germany had stated 
for weeks that it was now the tum of the Sudeten German question; 
it must be solved in a similar way. It could not be taken amiss if, 
in view of such statements, the British GovernmeJlt were on their 
guard. One was equally justified in being anxious if someone were 
sitting beside Q. powder barrel with a lighted cigar. As a matter 
of Jact, the British Government, in common with the French Gov;. 
ernment, had merely intended to prevent the outbreak of war; Ad· 
mittedly, a few days later, after the inspection of the German-Czech 
frontier by the British Military Attache in Berlin, they had had to 
confess that there was not a word of truth in the whole rumor. 

The conversation then turned to the Runciman Mission. Sir 
Horace emphasized that Runciman was making no reports of any 
kind about his activities .. In this way he wanted to .prove, in 'Under
standing with the British Government, that his activit,t was that 
of an independent mediator and investigator. · When I Jl,sked Sir 
Horace if he thought that the Runciman Mission could succeed, he 
answered that Runciman would do his best to reconcile the two 
points of view. Nevertheless, it was possible that in the end there 
would be a gap between them, which could not be bridged. I told 
Sir Horace that success seemed impossible to me on the lines already 
followed. Czechoslovakia would refuse to· make the necessary con
cessions as long as she definitely believed that she could count on 
support from both Western Powers in any eventuality. Belief in 
this support was, according to my conviction; the gretttest ohfltacle 
to a reasonable solution of the Sudeten German and the Czecho
slovak question. Germany's rise to power, and in particular the 
Austrian. Anschluss, had fundamentally altered the ·position· of 
Czechoslovakia. Between 1918' and 1938 France had thought that in 
Czechoslovakia and in the Little Entente as a whole she had an 
infallible means of keeping Germany in subjection. French policy, 
based on this idea, had failed. It was an illusion to imagine that 
Czechoslovakia could remain a thorn in the German flesh. Her one
time artificially created strategic position had collapsed in the face 
of new realities. She was like an air cushion out of which the air 
was gradually escaping. Artificial structures of this kind could not 
last forever, and it was to be hoped that, after the collapse of the 
policy of a man like Benes, a statesman would arise from among the 
Czech people who would show his nation the way to a better future. 
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We had no confidence whatever in l!. BeneS and his methods. For 
20 years now he had tried to deceive us. It was intolerable to us 
that, by her alliance with Soviet Russia, Czechoslovakia had become 
a. glacis for an attack on Germany. Ties with Soviet Russia and 
France must cease; only then would we see a possibility of a peaceful 
settlement with the Czechoslovak people. The Czechoslovak people's 
place was not on the side of Germany's opponents, but on the side 
of her friends. Here British policy had the opportunity of taking 
really constructive action toward European peace. 

Sir Horace listened with great attention. He replied that a policy 
of this nature could quite well be d1scussed with Great Britain. 
It was only necessary that this policy should not be rendered im
possible by the sudden use of force by us. He completely agreed 
with my remarks on the present unnatural and absurd position of 
Czechoslovakia. If there· was a possibility here of settling the ques
tion by peaceful political means, the British Government were pre
pared to enter into serious negotiations. He asked me if the :FUhrer 
were prepared to regard such a. solution of the Czechoslovak problem 
as the beginning of further negotiations on a larger scale. The 
Fiihrer had used the simile to an Englishman (he thought it was 
Lord Halifax) that European culture rested on two pillars which 
must be linked by a powerful arch: Great Britain and Germany. 
Great Britain and Germany were in fact the two countries in which 
the greatest order reigned and which were thebes~ governed. Both 
were built up on the national principle, which had been designed 

_ by nature itself as the only working principle of human relation
. ship. The reverse of this, Bolshevism, meant anarchy and barbarism. 
It would be the height of folly if these two leading white races were 
to exterminate each other in war. Bolshevism would be the only 
gainer thereby. · 

Wilson then turned to Germany's Southeastern policy. A con
structive solution of the Czech question by peaceful means would 
leave the way clear for Germany to exercise large-scale policy in 
the SoutheaSt. He himself was not one of those who held the view 
that Germany wanted to organize Southeastern Europe and then to 
use its resources for the annihilation of the British Empire. In 
these areas he could 'see possibilities of action for Germany better 
than any t.llat could be imagined. The Balkan countries were the 
natural buyers of German manufactured goods, and, on the other 
hand, were the natural sources of raw materials essential to Germa~y. 
There was no sense in sending a turkey from Budapest to London 
instead of to Berlin. Neither had Great Britain any intention of 
opposing a development of German economy in a southeasterly direc-
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tion. Her only wish was that she should not be debarred from trade 
there. There were a number of different products which Germany 
was not in a position to deliver to the Balkans. Britain wished to have 
her share in the Balkan trade in these commodities. The capital 
investments which Great Britain had recently made there were in 
no way intended as a weapon against German economy. Great 
Britain had realized that capital was needed in these countries, 
and it had been decided to divert capital there. Germany would 
also benefit from the consequent recovery. There was ·a similar situa
tion in China with regard to Japan, which had also claimed 80 per
cent of the whole of China's foreign trade. Great Britain only 
wanted to reserve for herself opportunities for development of the 
remaining 20 percent. · 

When I was leaving, Sir Horace said that the conversation had 
been "most helpful" to him. He would discuss the whole situation 
with the Prime .Minister. Perhaps a decisive step by Great Britain 
would result. I told him that things were moving toward a decision 
one way or another. If Great Britain wanted to help in achieving a 
reasoaable solution of the Czechoslovak question, and thus in reach· 
ing an Anglo-German understanding, she must act quickly. Sir 
Horace replied that of course Lord Runciman could not be inter
rupted in the further carrying out of the task he had begun. He 
would, however, see to it that the British Government was prepared 
for the time when Runciman's Mission might fail. 

Tu.KoRDT 
LoNDON, August 23, 1938. 

No. 383 
1•'18/371-374 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsaclcer) for the Foreign 
lJ!inister's Secretariat43 

SECRET ON BoARD "PATRIA1"
43• August 23, 1938. 

While the FUhrer and the Hungarian Regent discussed political 
matters on the morning of August 23, the Hungarian Ministers 
Imredy and Kanya were closeted with Herr von Ribbentrop. H;err 
von Weizsiicker was also present during this conversation. M. Kanya 
brought forward two subjects: 

1) The Hungarian negotiations with the Little Entente and 
2) The Czech problem. 

" Nuremberg document 2796-PS. 
·~·1'he discussions between the German and Hungarian Ministers took place 

whtle wat<'hing naval maneuvers at Kiel. 
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Kanya's observations on point 1), negotiations with the Little 
Entente, were mainly historical and produced actually nothing new. 
In any case, they were insufficient to justify any addition to the 
closing communique, which Kanya laid on the table. This communi
que is due to be issued today by the conference of the Little Entente.•• 
It appears that Baron Apor, in Budapest, and Bessenyi, Minister in 
Belgrade,n have agreed to it. The question whether it was oppor
tune was therefore really out of date. Nevertheless, one must go 
more deeply into it in order to bring out the German point of view. 

Herr von Ribbentrop explained how, in his opinion, the renunci
ation of the use of force, which is to be proclaimed afresh, would 
not have the desired political effect, namely, that of protecting Hun
gary from Yugoslavia, particularly in the event of a Hungarian
Czech crisis. On the contrary, Hungary was blocking the road to 
intervention in Czechoslovakia. and making it more difficult morally 
for the Yugosla.vs to leave their Czech allies in the lurch. The im
partial reader will say to himself that Hungary is moving away from 
the German-Czech political orbit and, in effect, renouncing revision, 
since he who does not assist departs with empty hands. 

Kanya's arguments against this were ·unconvincing. They . all 
touched on point 2, namely, Hungary's attitude in the event of a 
German-Czech conflict. 

Herr von Ribbentrop asked' the Hungarians how they would act 
if the Fiihrer put into effect his decision of replying by the use of 
force to any new Czech provocation. The Hungarians hedged on 
two points: Yugoslavia. must remain neutral if Hungary were to 
march northward and, eventually, to the east. :Moreover, Hungarian 
rearmament had only just started and would require another year 

·or two to complete. 
To this Herr von Ribbentrop remarked to the Hungarians that 

the Yugoslavs would take care not to walk into the pincers of the 
·, Axis Powers. Rumania, too, would certainly ·not move on her own. 

England and France would likewise reJPain quiescent. England 
would not lightly risk the loss of the Empire, for she appreciates 
our new!y recovered strength. It is not possible, however, to say 

.. The communiqu6 iSsued on .August 23, at the end of the discussions at Bled 
between representatives of the Little Entente States and Hungary, stated that 
the provisional agreeml!nts reached "include the recognition by the three States 
of tlie Little Entente of Hungary's equality of rights as regards armament, as 
well as the mutual renunciation of any recourse to force between Hungary and 
the States of the Little Entente." (Text in DOC1lment& on International AfJairs, 
1938, vol 1, p. 284, published by The Royal ldstitute of International A1falrs, 
London.) 

.. Baron GAbor Apor was Hungarian Permanent Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs (Deputy Foreign Minister) from 1935 till 1939. Baron BakAch· 
Bessenyey was Minister In Belgrade. 
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anything definite in advance concerning the exact time of the event 
we are considering, since this depends on Czech provocation. Herr 
von Ribbentrop repeated that those who desired revision must seize 
opportunity by the forelock and themselves take an active pait. Thus 
the Hungarian reply still remained subject to conditions. 

·As to Herr von Ribbentrop's question, what object the desired con
versations between the General Staffs were supposed to have, little 
emerged save the Hungarian wish for a kind of mutual military in
ventory and preparatory stocktaking for the Czech conflict. No 
definite political basis for this-the exact moment· for Hungarian 
intervention-was agreed. 

Meanwhile, Horthy had expressed himself to the Fuhrer in 
more definite language. While not keeping silent on his misgivings 
as to the British attitude, he nevertheless made it clear that Hungary 
intended to cooperate. The Hungarian Ministers were and still re
main more skeptical, for they realize more strongly the direct danger 
to Hungary's unprotected flanks. 

M. Imredy had an interview with the Fuhrer in the afternoon and 
was most relieved when the Fuhrer stated to him that, in this par
ticular case, he required nothing of Hungary.· He himself did not 
know the precise moment. He who wanted to sit at table niust at 
least help in the kitchen. If Hungary desired General Staff con-
versations, he had no objections. . 

The Hungarian point of view can quite well be summarized today 
as follows: (a) Hungary is glad at not having to expect from us 
demands in the form of an ultimatum, and (b) Hungary is convinced 
that she will not be able to intervene until some 14 days after the 
outbreak of war. 

WEIZSACKER 

No, 384 
}'20/126-127 

Memorandum by the Foreign Minister 4e 

RM 250 .. 
During the voyage on board the Patria,48• Ambassador Attolico 

informed me that he had been instructed to request the German Gov
ernment to give the expected date of a German move against Czecho
slovakia. Mussolini was especially anxious for this to be communi
cated to him, since the consequences of such an event might also 

.. Nuremberg document 2791-PS • 

... The discussions between the German and Hungarian Ministers took place 
while watching naval maneuvers at Klet 
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aft'ect Italy. The Italian Government would like to avoid the sur· 
prise of a fait accom,pli. In this, Ambassador Attolico obviously 
hinted at the German entry into Austria. 

I an.swered the Italian Ambassador that no exact moment for such 
an B.ction had yet been fixed. I could only a.ssure him that the 
German Government would not tolerate a repetition of the occur
renctS of May 21. If the Czechs again proceeded to provoke Ger
many, then Germany would march. This might be tomorrow, in 
6 months' time, or perhaps not for a year. I could, however, promise 
him that the German Government would inform the Head of the 
Italian Government at the earliest conceivable moment of any in
creased tension in the situation, or directly the FUhrer had made 
a decision. In any case, the Italian Government would be the first 
to whom such information would be given. 

R( IBBENTROP) 

AuGuST· 23, 1938. 

No. 385 
621/250602--04 

The GeNTUJ,n Ambassad()'l' in France (Welczeck) to the 
GeNTUJ,n F ()'l'eign M ini&try 

A 3417 P AJUS, August 24:, 1938. 
(Pol II 2619) 

. {Pol. II 2780) 
In continuation of the report No. A 3404: of the 22d of this month.4T 
Subject: Reception by the French public of Vuillemin's visit.48 

A confidential agent in circles close to the Quai d'Orsay infonus 
me that the Foreign Ministry has so far received on General Yuille
min's visit to· Berlin only a report from the French Ambassador 
about the General's conversations with the Fiihrer and Field :Marshal 
Goring. From this it appears that nothing of espedal political im
port emerged from the conversation with the Fiihrer. It consisted 
mainly in the exchange of reciprocal courtesies. In the interview 
with Field l!arshal Goring, General Vuillemin remarked, not only 
out of politeness but a.S a result of conviction, how deeply he had 
been imj!recs.sed by what he had seen of German aviation, which was 
at the highest pitch of efficiency. He admired particularly the meth
ods and the organization of our aircraft production and how Ger-

•Not printed. · 
• Cf. document No. 289, p. 484. and footnote 90 thereto. General Vuillemin ar

-rived In German1 on August 16 for a 5-daJ official visit. He was received bJ 
Hitler In Berlin on August 1& 
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many had profited by her technical and aeronautical experience. 
This represented an unheard-of achievement for so short a time. 

Field Marshal Goring turned the conversation to the political field 
and asked General Vuillemiri point-blank what France would do 
in the event of a German-Czechoslovak war. Vuillemin emphasized 
that such a war could not be localized and must inevitably lead to a 
Franco-German war. Field Marshal Goring interrupted to say that 
Germany had no intention of waging war against Czechoslovakia 
but would merely, in the FUhrer's words, hasten to the help of her 
Sudeten German friends, if they should be menaced. To this Vuille
min replied: "I am not a diplomat and amtherefore unable to express 
an opinion on details. If you attack Czechoslovakia, we will attack 
you. 1\Ioreover, since the possibility of a German attack on Czecho
slovakia exists, my General Staff and myself in accordance with our 
duty have made all our preparations for a war with Germany." 

Fran<_;ois-Poncet, the Ambassador, had appended his own remarks 
to this final report and had expressed his satisfaction at the soldierly 
answer of the French General, which had made an obvious impres
sion and was, in any case, likely to produce more effect than . any 
demarche he himself might have made to the Wilhelmstrasse in his 
capacity as Ambassador. Moreover, General. Vuillemin had been 
received yesterday by Daladier and had made a detailed report to 
him on his journey. 

The press published reports on Vuillemin's journey, a~cribing to 
it a pronounced political character and affirming that the question 
of an air convention had been discussed. The Havas Agency in an 
official communique transmitted here yesterday by D.N.B. denied 
these rumors and it is stated in well-informed circles, so the report 
goes, that the announcements according to which General Vuillemin 
was handed a proposal for an air convention lack any foundation. 
His conversations with Field Marshal Goring were confined to gen
eralities. The German Field Marshal in his talks with the French
man had touched on all the outstanding problems of international 
politics and, in particular, the question of Czechoslovakia. During 
the very cordial interviews between the two airmen General V»ille: 
min had adopted an attitude to all the questions dealt with which 
was in beping with the traditional courtesy of t.he French Army. 

H. WELCZECK 
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No. 386 
1613/386995-99 

The Ge7'111An Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PRAGUE, August 24, 1938. 
A. III. 2. h. (Pol. I 2009 g) 
In continuation of report of August 17, 1938 (Pol. IV 5493).4Sa 

Subject: Lord Runciman's Mission. 

PoLrriCAL REPORT 

The third week of Lord Runciman's activity in Prague began on 
the 17th of this month with the meeting between the Sudeten German 
Party delegation and the political Ministerial Conimittee. This con· 
ference represented a kind of stage in the negotiations between the 
Sudeten German Party and the Government, owing to Deputy 
Kundt's statements on the fundamental questions of the nationality 
problem, As is known, Deputy Kundt, in excellently formulated 
statements, both from the political and legal angle, has rejected as 
utterly . inadequate the proposals of the Czechoslovak. Government 
hitherto., and has most emphatically indicated the crux of the nation
ality problem-National State o:r Nationality State. The fear enter· 
tained both by Lord Runciman and the Czechs that the meeting on 
August 17, at which the unbridgeable gulf between the German and 
the Czech point of view was revealed in all its clarity, would mean 
the breaking off of negotiations, proved too pessimistic. The willing· 
ness expressed in the Sudeten German Party's statements to attempt 
to reach a. conformity of views on the fundamental questions by fur
ther negotiations, afforded Prime Minister Hodza the opportunity 
to state in the name of the Government that efforts for agreement 
would be continued by negotiation. It is now for the Czechs to state 
their attitude to the Sudeten German Party's statements of August 
17. So far this has not been done, nor has a. new date been fixed 
fot' talks between the Sudeten German Party and the Government. 

In the meantime President Benes has personally intervened in the 
·course of events. I reported on his offer verbally on August 18 and 
on August 19 by a. memorandum 49 submitted to you. The .further 
trend of the negotiations depends on the results of the talk arranged 
for today (August 24) between Deputy Kundt, Dr. Sebekovsky, and 
the President of the Republic. It is not yet quite clear whether in 
his offers to the Sudeten German Party the President is acting 

..,. Not printed. 
• Documents Nos. 369 and 371, pp. 586 and 588. 
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in concert with Prime Minister Hodza, whose previous activity .in 
the nationality question he sharply criticized. Attempts by Hodza 
to obtain more precise information on the contents of :M. Bene5' offer 
from Prince Max Hohenlohe, in a private conversation arranged by 
him, give rise to the supposition that the President acted inde
pendently. The well-known rivalry between the ·President of the
Republic and tlie Prime Minister might also support this inter-
pretation. · 

.At the moment it cannot be seen what part Lord Runciman is 
playing in the President's latest action. A number of signs point 
to the fact that His Lordship, who visited the President on August 16, 
was certainly the cause of the President's surprising intervention, but 
that M. Benes has not so far given the British mediator more de
tailed information on the extent of the concessions he intends to 
make. At any rate, in a conversation with Deputy Kumlt on August 
23, Lord Runciman was evidently not informed on details. In certain 
circumstances the desire to meet possible British proposals might 
have played a considerable part with Bene5. Certain circles of the 
Czech public, and especially those who belong to the Presidenfs 
faction, regard the Runciman Mission as interference in the sover
eignty of the State. In these circumstances it must be a matter of 
importance to the President to keep British pressure in the attempts 
at a solution of the nationality problem as much in the background . 
as possible. From statements made 'by Lord Runciman to Herr 
Kundt it can be assumed that the British mediator, too, would be 
glad if the initiative for new methods came from the President of 
the Republic. It is self-evident that M. Benes is anxious above a.ll 
to prove to international public opinion and to increasingly critical 
Czech opposition that, in a possible armed conflict with Germany, 
the blame is not on his side. 

Lord Runciman and his staff have been very active during the past 
week. If the talk with Konrad Henlein on August 18 at Schloss 
Rothenhaus was important for the British more from the point of 
view of obtaining information, the talks which His Lordship has had 
during the last few days with the Prime Minister and the President 
seem to indicate the beginning of a tendency to new and more far
reaching concessions. Certain press reports to the effect that Lord 
Runciman was at present engaged on working out a proposal of his 
own were described as untrue by his colleagues. It is said that His 
Lordship does not think that the moment has yet come for a decisin 
act of mediation. Furthermore, the hope-obviously based on Czech 
assurances-seems to have increased among the British during the 
last few days that a German-Czech settlement might successfully be 
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brought about. In the Diplomatic Corps here, too, the pessimistic 
view prevailing hitherto of the possibilities of a solution has given 
way to a somewhat more optimistic attitude. 

As is known, a conversation lasting for several hours took place 
between Konrad Henlein and :Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin on August 22 in 
llarienbad, on the contents of which no exact information can be 
obtained from the leaders of the Sudeten German Party because of 
Konrad Henlein's injunction to silence. K. H. Frank told me, how
ever; that Ashton-Gwatkin discussed two very important questions 
of international importance. A report on the conYersation by Konrad · 
Henlein had been dispatched direct to the Fiihrer. 

There seems to be no truth in suppositions expressed in the news
papers here that Lord Runciman is considering the idea of proposing 
the introduction of a "Gau." administration in the Sudeten German 
territory, which would grant a kind of self-government to medium
sized Sudeten ~rman districts, without, however, granting a uniform 
consolidation of the Sudeten German territory under one common 
leadership. On the contrary, there is much to support the view that 
similar plans were recently pursued by the President himself, who is 
said to have inspired the authorship of the enclosed articles in 
Bohemia50 on this subject. 

After the last talks with the British mediator and his staff the 
impression has grown on the Sudeten German side that Runciman 
is favorably disposed toward the Sudeten Germans. The active in
terest pf the British in all Sudeten German questions, which is shown 
by the various journeys to the provinces by His Lordship's colleagues, 
strikes, in the view of leaders of the Sudeten German Party, a 
friendly note. On the other hand, rumors are being spread by Czech 
Government circles that Lord Runciman has formed a very unfavor
able impression of the Sudeten German Party negotiators and Party 
leaders as such. For example, a high Government official made the· 
statements set out in the enclosed memorandum11 to an agent of the 
Legation, obviously with the intention that they should come to the 
knowledge of the Sudeten German· Party and thus arouse the dis
trust of Konrad Henlein and the Sudeten German Party negotiating 
delegation for His Lor~ship. If there is any truth at all in the con
tents of the memorandum, which I doubt, it is at the most a matter 
of exaggerations of incidental personal remarks by the British, 
which, however, can hardly afford definite conclusions as to their 
fundamental attitude. 

• Not printed here. Bohemia was the oldest German newspaper in Prague. 
• Not printed. 
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In contrast to the unintelligible attitude of the Czechs, the Sudeten 
German Party line was unequivocally laid down by Konrad Henlein 
in his conference with the Sudeten German Party negotiating dele· 
gation in Marienbad on August 22. The leader of the Sudeten 
Germans instructed the delegation not to let matters lead to a failure 
of the negotiations, and to do everything to convince the British of 
the sincerity of the Sudeten German desire for agreement. On the 
other hand, the delegation has the task of adhering without compro
mise to Konrad Henlein's eight Karlsbad points in the conversation 
with the President, and also in further negotiations with the Gov
ernment. 

HENCKE 

No. 387 
139/12556,-61) 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

TOP SECRET PRAGUE, August 24, 1938-9 :29 p.m. 
No. 300 of August 24 Received August 24,1938-11:05 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 296 of the 23d.62 

For the State Secretary personally. 
1) I learn the following about the conversations which have taken 

place during the last few days on the problem of nationalities: 

a) Conversation between Konrad Henlein ~and Ashton-Gwatkin 
in .Marien bad on August 22 : 

The contents have been kept secret by the Sudeten German Party 
in accordance with special instructions from Konrad Henlein. Frank, 
however, informed me that Ashton-Gwatkin raised two questions of 
far-reaching international importance which were dangerous for us. 
Konrad Henlein reported the conversation immediately to the Fiihrer 
direct. Ashton-Gwatkin flew yesterday to London to present his 
report. 

b) Conversation between Runciman and Kundt on August 23: 
Kundt told Runciman the tenor of Benes' proposals, as known to 

him. Runciman, who apparently was not conversant with the details, 
said he would be glad if negotiations could be carried on and brought 
to a successful conclusion on the basis of Benes' offer and without his 
own direct intervention. He requested Kundt to keep him informed 
discreetly on the course of the conversations between the Sudeten 
German Party and Benes. 

c) We expect to receive information this evening on today's con
versation between Kundt and Sebekovsky on the one side, and the 

• Not printed. 
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President on the other. Frank stated that he would also report today 
direct to the FUhrer. 

2) K. H. Frank informed me without giving details that, accord
ing to reports from the Sudeten German area, the Czechs were mak
ing preparations for acts of terrorism against the population if war 
started (arming of civilians, accumulation of weapons, proscription 
lists). Frank harbors the idea of making these facts public at the 
right moment with the slogan, "the Czechoslovak State is unable to 
protect its Sudeten German citizens." He hinted that perhaps this 
slogan might afford a pretext for German intervention but, on the ' 
other hand, expressed his anxiety lest the Sudeten German cry for 
help might strengthen the present British inclination to lift. the 
problem onto an international plane. 

HENCK.E 

No. 388 
C34/000323-21i 

Memorandum by the General Staff, Submitted to the Fuhrer 63 

TOP SECRET, MILITARY 

Chef L. 
TO BE HANDLED ONLY BY AN OFFICER 

WRITTEN BY A GENERAL STAFF OFFICER 

BERLIN, August 24, 1938. 

l'IEMORANDUM FOR REPORT 

THE TIMING OF THE X-ORDER AND THE QUESTION 

OF ADvANCE ~WSURES 
' 

The Luftwaffe's endeavor to take the enemy air force by surprise 
on "their peacetime airfields in the first attack on Czechoslovakia 
justifies the Luftwaffe's objection to all measures in advance of the 
X-order, and to the demand, that the X-order itself be given suffi
ciently late on X-day minus 1, so that the fact of Germany's mobili
zation will not be known in Czechoslovakia on X-day minus 1. 

The Army's efforts tend "in the opposite direction. ·It intends to 
let the O.K.W. carry out between X-day minus 3 and X-day minus 1 
such advance measures as will ensure the rapiu and smooth working 
of mobilization. Therefore the O.K.W. also demands that the X-order 
be given to the Army not later than 2 p.m. on X-day minus 1. 

a Taken from the Schmundt file. (Nuremberg document 388-PS.) 
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On the other hand it must be said: 
Operation "Green"63• will be set in motion by an incident in 

Czechoslovakia, which will provide Germany with a pretext for 
military intervention. . · i 

The fixing of the time for this incident to the day and hour is of 
the utmost importance. 

It musttake place in general weather conditions favorable for our 
superior Luftwaffe to go into action, and at a suitable hour for au
thentic news of it to be known to us by midday of X-day minus 1. 

It can then be automatically answered by the issuing of the X-order 
at 2 p.m. on X-day minus 1. 

On X-day minus 2 the Fighting Services will receive only a warn-
ing order. · 
·If the Fuhrer intends to act thus, all further discussions are 

superfluous. 
For then no advance measures may be taken before X-day minus 1, 

which cannot be innocently explained, as otherwise the incident 
would appear to have been staged by us. Absolutely necessary ad
vance measures then must be ordered well beforehand, and camou
flaged with numerous exercises and maneuvers. 

The question raised by the Foreign Ministry of recalling in good 
time all Reich Germans from potential enemy countries must in no 
way lead to a conspicuous departure of all Reich-German subjects 
from Czechoslovakia before the incident. . · 

It is also impossible to warn diplomatic representatives in Prague 
before the first air attack, although the consequences of their becom
ing victims of the air attack might be very serious (for example, 
the death of representatives of friendly or definitely neutral powers). 

If, for technical reasons, it should be desirable to have the incident 
in the evening, then the next day cannot be X-day, but it must be 
the day after that. In any case, we must act on· the principle that 
nothing must Le done before the incident which would ·point to 
mobilization, and that after the X-incident the swiftest possible 
action must be taken. 

The purpose of these notes is to point out how deeply the Wehr~ 
maeht is interested in the incident, and that it must be informed fn 
good time of the FUhrer's intentions-insofar as the Intelligence 
Branch [Abwehr-Abteilung] is not itself charged with the organiz
ing of the incident. 

I request that the Fuhrer's decision on these points be obtained. 

•• See footnote 54, p. 239. 
797664-49---vol. U--46 

J[onL], August 26. 
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[Note in Schmundt's handwriting, initialed by him August 31 :] 
Submitted on August 30. The Fiihrer will act on the lines of these 
suggestions. Colonel Jodi informed on August 31. 

No. 389 
2369/494839-44 ' 

The German Ambassador to Great Britain (Dirksen) to the State 
Secretary in the German Foreign Ministry (Weiz.siicker) 

BAD REICHENHALL,u August 24, 1938. 

DEAR lh:rut voN 'VEIZsXcKER: .Many thanks for your friendly letter 
of August 1955 about :Mr. :Morgan. I shall be glad to establish con
tact with him from London. 

I am enclosing two memoranda on the British attitude toward the 
Czech question; they have just reached me and seem important 
enough to be brought to your notice, since they throw light on two 
points: 

1) The growing British comprehension of the Czech problem. 
2) The increasing British readiness to take our demands into con

sideration, always providing that peace be maintained. 

I should be very grateful if you would return these enclosures 
through your department after you have made copies. 

I am conscientiously taking· the cure here, concentrating on it all 
the harder because of the continual rain. Owing to absence, I have 
not yet been able to carry out the further object of my stay here, 
that is, to report verbally at Obersalzberg. I hope to do this before 
the Party rally; it would be unpleasant if I had to reply there in 
the negative to a question from Henderson on the subject, particu
larly as Chamberlain in his private letter to me had attached so 
much importance to this report. 

Au revoir till Nuremberg! With best wishes and Heil Hitler! 
Yours ever, DmKSEN 

• Dirksen was on leave in South Germany. 
• Not printed. 
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[Enclosure 1) 

MEMORANDUM BY BARON VON WELCK, SECRETARY OF LEGATION 

(LoNDON EMBAssY), oN A CoNVERSATION WITH BARoN HAHN, 

MEMBER OF THE D.N.B. OFFICE, LoNDON 
' 

Baron Hahn, diplomatic correspondent of the D.N.B., called on 
me today and gave me the following information: 

He met yesterday morning at the Foreign Office, S. F. Steward,"8 

the Prime Minister's Press Chief, whom he has known for many years 
and who invited him to visit him in the afternoon. 

Steward said to him during the visit that he wanted to speak 
frankly. In his opinion-and he was speaking as a specialist
German propaganda was extraordinarily bad. Germany was spend
ing a great deal of money to explain her measures and suc9esses to 
the outside world, but succeeded in arousing only very little interest. 
Germany refused to say the one thing which would be good propa
ganda, namely, that she was prepared to cooperate peacefully with. 
the other nations. She did nothing but put forward new demands, · 
refusing any negotiations on them or any quid pro quo. It was quite 
inevitable that by these methods the world was made more and more 
uneasy and became more and more anti-German. With regard to 
the Czech question, Steward observed that there could not be the 
least doubt that France and Great Britain would fight if Germany 
resorted to force. Neither France nor Great Britain desired war. 
He was convinced that the German Government did not want it 
either. 

The British Government were prepared to demand the most far
reaching sacrifices from Czechoslovakia if only Germany would 
ttdhere to peaceful methods in settling the Czech question. The 
British Government and people had no interest whatever in· Czec~o
slovakia, other than that the affair should not end in Germany's" 
using force. He knew for a certainty that Chamberlain had an in
tense desire to- start comrersations on the Czech question between 
Germany and Great Britain as soon as it was conceivably possible. 
He was quite indifferent as to whether these conversations took place 
between Lord Runciman and the German Government, or between the 
German Embassy and the British Government, or in some other way. 
If Lord Runciman received the slightest hint that the Fuhrer would 
like to speak to him, he would gladly take the appropriate steps. If 
the negotiations between Germany and Great Britain seemed to 

. promise success, then France could participate on the side of Great 

11 Presumably Mr. George F. Steward, a journalist and former Press AttacM 
in Belgium and Holland, who was attached to the Prime Minister's Otnce from 
1929 to 1940. 
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Britain and Italy on that of Germany. Steward made no mention 
at all of Czechoslovakia's being admitted to these negotiations. 

:Mr. Steward urgently requested Baron Hahn not to give his name 
-at least for the time being-in any report he might make on this 
conversation. If everything went well, he could be mentioned later. 
Baron Hahn reported on his conversation with Steward, without 
mentioning his name,. in a private letter tO :Minister .Aschmann. 

Baron Hahn reported to me, moreover, that the day before yester· 
day he had had a conversation with Crolla, Counselor of the Italian 
Embassy. Signor Crolla had made to him very much the same 
observations. He, too, was convinced that if Germany used force 
France and Great Britain would undoubtedly go to war, but that, 
on the other hand, Great Britain was prepared for any solution by 
peaceful metho¢;. Signor Crolla merely expressed doubt whether it 
would be possible to hold a four·power conference o .... the Czech 
question with the participation of Czechoslovakia. 

LoNDON, August 18, 1938. 
Submitted to the Charge d'Affaires. 

[Enclosure 2] 

MEMORANDUM 

by Herr Otto Chr. Fischer (Ref,chskreditgeseUschaft) on conversa
tions with Mr. Rykens (Unilever) who, together with :Mr. D'Arcy 
Cooper, discussed thoroughly, with the knowledge of the Foreign 
Office, economic and political questions with Herr Fischer in May 
of this year. 

The following points, which emerged from the conversation with 
Mr. Rykens on August 11 and 12, 1938, call for special notice: 

1) I had the impression that the associates of :Mr. Rykens consider 
the present Czech proposals, and, in particular, therefore, the system 
of four Provincial Diets each with a Czech majority, as hopeless 
and, in any case, as much less likely to provide even a temporary 
solution, than the so-called Karlsbad demands. 

2) That the unfavorable effects on Czech mentality, especially on 
that of the Czech military authorities, of British action on May 21 
are now realized, as ':"'ell as the effects it had in rendering a settle
ment of outstanding questions more difficult. 

3) Ihat the difficulties which mig~t arise are .more clearly reco~
nized, should any proposals of Runc1man be reJected by the Czecn 
military, whose excessive importance in the eyes of the Czech Gov
ernment must be known to the British. I had the impression that 
the British were keeping their freedom of action in case this did 
happen, and hoped that the French would do likewise. 
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I again found in :Mr. Rykens this time a full comprehension of 
the problem and also of how impossible it was for the land frontier 
of a country, allied to Germany's greatest enemy, to lie only 41 
kilometers distant from Germany's geographical center. He ~alized, 
too, how unbelievable it was that a satisfactory permanent solution· 
of the nationalities problem, in which also the attitude of the Poles 
and, especially., of the Hungarians naturally plays a great role, 
should be found within the framework of a Czechoslovak State. It 
is likewise obvious that there are fears as to the consequences which 
may ensue in the meanwhile from the recent noticeable worsening in 
the economic situation of the Sudeten . Germans and the resulting 
increase in unrest. 

No. 390' 
FlS/369-370 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizalicker ) 51 

.• 
· BERLIN, August 25, 1938 .. 

Today the Reich Minister had a further conversation with :M. 
Kanya, at the latter's request. The Reich :Minister pointed out to 
:M. Kanya the jubilation of the Czech, French; and British pr-ess 
over the Bled communique 118 and repeated that this event, especially 
at the present moment, was regarded abroad as a rift in German• 
Hungarian friendship and as a renunciation by Hungary of· her 
revisionist aims. :M. Kanya again put forward the already well
known points of view on the legal situation and on the questionable 
value of the so-called preliminary agreements between Hungary and 
the Little Entente, and in particular tried once more to prove that 
the intensified Hungarian demands on Czechoslovakia for protection 
of the minorities ensure that the agreement will never be fulfilled. . 
And even if it were fulfilled, said :M. Kanya, it would n~ver be kept 
by the other side, and so Hungary would be freed from the observ
ance of her guarantee not to use force. :M. Kanya· is expecting more 
detailed information from Budapest as to how far they have actually 
got with the initialing of the treaties, and will inform the Reich 
Minister on this. The Reich Minister and :M. Kanya agreed that a 
great deal. depended on the treatment of the Bled communique in 
the Hungarian press during the coming weeks. 

With reference to Hungary's willingness to take an active· part 
in the event of a German-Czech conflict, it is known that :M. Kanya 

• Nuremberg document 2797-PS. 
• See footnote 44, p. 610. 
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said a few days ago that an interval of one to two years was neces
sary in order to develop Hungary's fighting forces sufficiently. In 
today's conversation, M. Kanya amended this remark by saying that 
Hungary's military strength had in fact improved. By October 1 
this year their armament would be so far advanced as to enable them 
to take part. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 391 
337/197306-0T 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry · 

Telegram 

TOP SECRET PRAGUE, August 26, 1938-12:30 a.m. 
No. 304 of August 25 Received August 26, 1938-5:40 a.m. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 302 of the 25th.61 

In today's conversation with Kundt and Sebekovsky, the delegates 
of the Sudeten German Party, the President developed the offers 
which are known to the Foreign Ministry. He envisaged as the first 
step agreement on the carrying out of an immediate program, de
signed to prepare the ground psychologically and to show proof of 
good will. The second step should be a truce, especially in the press, 
and he had already laid the foundations of this on the Czech side. 
Then a special commission should deal with reforms in principle 
and, in this COI1Ilection, Benes had no intention of sticking rigidly 
to·the distinction between administrative and constitutional reform. 

As complementary objects of the immediate program, Benes 
proposed: 

a! a settlement of the question of officials, including the police, 
· b the lan~age question, 
c econoimc and social questions, . 
d proportionate shares m the budget. 

As to the question of officials, he desires to safeguard the right of 
the Government to transfer at will a definite percentage. In general, 
the intentions he communicated, including his views on the language 
question, agree with the information to hand there. He sees the solu
tion of the economic problem in the suggested loan, and on psycho· 
logicai grounds he would also make this loan available to certain 
Czech districts~ . The budget should be proportioned wherever feasi· 

•.Not printed. 
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hie but not, for example, in the cases of the Foreign Ministry, the 
Ministry of the Interior, and the 1\Iinistry of Posts. 

Benes admitted to a certain extent that there were practical possi
bilities of compensation, but did not wish to use phrases which might 
well have an unfavorable psychological effect. · ' 

With regard to the withdrawal of the State police, he was quite 
ready for a compromise, directJy order had been restored. 

Benes identified a fundamental settlement. in the matter of self
government with the introduction of regional administration, which 
would mean a recasting of the State, which he preferred to describe 
as the completion of the.structure of the State. The ·proposals con
tained in the memorandum .of the Sudeten German Party were, in 
their present form, quite unacceptable to the Czechs. He was not 
prepared to say either "Yes" or "No" to the· Karlsbad demands, he 
considered his . . . (group missing) in keeping his oath for the 
sovereignty, the unity, and the integrity of the State, was a point of 
honor with him. Kundt emphasized that this was also the case for 
the Sudeten German Party in the matter of the Karlsbad demands. 
Benes sees the next move as a handing-over by him, at the beginning 
of next week, of his written proposals to the delegates of the Sudeten 
German Party, who have hitherto only talked with him in their pri
vate capacity. After they have been discussed with the Sudeten 
German Party he will lay them before the Prime :Afinister. When 
full agreement had been reached with the Sudeten German Party 
and the Government he would announce them to the public--he indi
cated the form the announcement was to take. The President was 
now waiting for the agreement of the Sudeten German Party to the 
projected modu,s procedendi. 

Kundt and Sebekovsky merely took note of the proposals and 
"reserved their opinion. On the other hand, when BeneS made his 
general statements on conditions in the Republic, they did not refrain 
from expressing their divergent views. 

Benes gave the delegates of. the Sudeten German P~rty the im
pression of sincerity. In the course of the conversation, the Presi
dent remarked that he would either obtain a unanimous agreement 
or resign his post, but in saying this he did not wish it to be taken 
as a threat. 

The minutes will be forwarded by the next courier.62 

Foreign journalists are spreading the rumor that BeneS desires 
agreement in principle with the Sudeten German· Party before the 
Party Congress starts. .. 

liEN CD 

• See document No. 398, p. 633. 
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No. 392 
340/198902 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

SECRET BERLIN, August 26, 1938. 
Today after lunch in Schloss Charlottenburg .M. Imredy gave 

me once more a short resume of his impressions here and the con- . 
elusions he had drawn from them. The Hungaria~ were definitely 
determined on taking part in a revisionist campaign against Czecho
slovakia. The hour of striking, however, depended and would con- · 
tinue to depend on the assurance of Yugoslav neutrality. His, 
Imredy's, doubts about the whole European setup remained un
changed,' although the FUhrer had tried to discount them . 

• WEIZSACKER 

No. 393 
2369/4948113-114 

Memorandum by the Counselor of the German Embassy in France 
(Brauer) for the German Foreign Ministry 

Annex .to report A 3431 of August 26, 1938.82• 

MEMORANDUM 

(Pol. I:V 5695) 

During a visit which I paid to M. Massigli on other business, he 
broached the subject of the foreign political situation. He declared 
that a peaceful settlement of the Sudeten German problem depended 
to the extent of 20 percent on the Sudeten Germans and of 80 per
cent on Germany. A peaceful settlement was perfectly feasible if 
only no impossible demands were made. An abrupt settlement of the 
Sudeten German question imposed by Germany by force would in
·evitably lead to a general war. I answered to this that we were 
primarily interested in the solution of the Sudeten German problem 

·.and had nothing else in mind other than to contribute to peace in 
· Central Europe, and indeed in the whole of Europe, by a reasonable 

solution which paid due regard to Sudeten German interests. If, 
however, we were forced to intervene to protect the Sudeten ~er-. 
mans, then the decision whether such a solution of the Sudeten 
German problem sho:uld.lead to a general conflict depended simply 
and solety-·on Franee, for it· was she. who would have to decide to 
declare war on us, since we would not attack France, with whom we 
had no quarrel of any kind. M. Massigli replied that France could 

.. Not printed. 
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not disinterest herself in the solution of the Czech problem. Europe 
· had become so small that the Great Powers were interested even in 
countries which did not lie immediately on their borders. A further 
aspect of the question gave France special anxiety. Mussolini would 
undoubtedly seize the opportunity of a conflict between Germany and 
Czechoslovakia, II:Jld possibly France, to intervene again energetically 
in the settlement of the Spanish question. He would then in all 
probability not only send considerable further reinforcements and 
deliveries of war material but, if. through Italian help the Spanish 
war reached a conclusion favorable to Franco, he would attempt to 
carry into effect his own political aims. It is obvious what a threat 
this would constitute to the French Pyrenean frontier and to the lines 
of communication between the motherland and the North African 
possessions. 

M. Massigli then objected strongly to the assertion put forward 
by the British press, and adopted by part of the French press, that 
Britain had in mind a repetition of Chamberlain's statement of 
March 24 and would, under certain circumstances, propose a joint 
Franco-British declaration. There was no reason for such a declara
tion, since nothing had changed during the last few days in the 
Czech question. Furthermore, the time for making ~peeches was 
past; the attitude taken up by France and Britain was well known 
and would only be weakened by repetition. The French had put 
forward this point of view in London in unmistakable terms. 

Bn.A:ou 
PARts, August 26, 1938. 

No. 394 
337/1971011 

The Under State Secretary (Woermann) to an Official of Political 
Division IV (Altenburg) 

VEBY URGENT · 

TOP SECRET 

To HERR ALTENBU'RG: I request as soon as possible a compilation 
of l,l-}1 available reports on the attitude of individual powers in the 
event of a conflict brought on by Czechoslovakia. This memorandum 
should contain no personal views or suppositions, but merely sum 
up the material known to us, giving the sources, separately by 
countries. Ministerial speeches, statements in diplomatic conversa-
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tions, and official press announcements should therefore among other 
things be taken into consideration. 

WoERlU.NN 

BERLIN, August 26, 1938. 
[Note in handwriting, signed by Heinburg:] The requested memo

randum 63 together with three copies submitted herewith to the Under 
State Secretary. Berlin, September 6, 1938. HEINBURG. 

No. 395 
F6/0292 

J/emmandum by the Foreign Minister 

RU249 
I held a conversation today with Imredy, the Hungarian Prime 

Minister, and Kanya., the Foreign Minister. M. Ka.nya. informed me 
that the "Agreement of Bled"tJaa had been provisionally signed for 
Yugoslavia and Rumania. by Stoyadinovich" but, on the other hand, 
not for Czechoslovakia. No agreement had rome about with Czecho
slovakia, as Hungary had demanded from her.a more far-reaching 
declaration regarding the protection of Hungarian minorities tha.n 
had been demanded from Yugoslavia and Rumania. Czechoslovakia 
had, however, declined to make this more extensive declaration. Ac
cording to what he had just heard, the Hungarian Minister in Lon
don 811 had been summoned to the Foreign Office where he had been 
reproached with the attitude of the Hungarian Government. The 
Hungarian Minister had been urged at th~ Foreign Office to abstain 
from demanding such far-reaching assurances from Czechoslovakia. 

As regards the treatment of the Agreement of Bled, Hungary's true 
attitude will be clarified by the attitude of the press. 

Imredy, the Prime Minister, told me today that in his opinion 
France would hasten to assist Czechoslovakia in the event of a Ger
man attack, as France had pledged her honor to do this. 

AI. lmredy further informed me that the Hungarian Government 
would examine our complaints in the question of schools and would 
settle the matter in the shortest possible time. The Hungarian Gov
ernment would, however, be grateful if Germany would exercise a 
moderating influence on the representatives of the German minority 
in Hungary. 

• The memorandum is printed as document No. 436, p. 704. 
.... See footnote 44. p. 610. 
• The German here is ambiguous; lt must mean that Stoyadlnovlch signed for 

Yugoslavia only. 
• Gyorgy Barcza was Minister in London, June 1938 to.Apri11941. 
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I merely took note of these observations of lmredy's without ex
pressing an opinion on them. 

RmBENTROP 
BERLIN, August 26, 1938. 

No. 396 
2369/494859-64 

'l'he German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign .Ministry · · 

A/1254 Moscow, August 26, 1938. 
Subject: Soviet Union-Czechoslovakia. 
In continuation of telegraphic report No. 158 of August 22.66 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

On my return to Moscow I requested an interview, as is my custom, 
with Litvinov, Commissar for Foreign Affairs. Litvinov received me 
on the 22d instant. I have sent a telegraphic report on the course 
of my conversation with him. After a few introductory remarks, we 
very soon turned to the Czechoslovak question, and .gradually a 
lengthy discussion developed, in which I adhered to the directions 
in instruction Pol. I 1770 g (IV) of the 3d instant.67 I summarize 
the essential points of Litvinov's statements as follows : 

Litvinov stated that the Sudeten Germans were trying to introduce 
National Socialism within the Czechoslovak democratic republie. It 
was impossible to combine different systems of .government, for ex
ample, monarchy and republic, within one state. When I contra
dicted this, and referred, among other historical examples, to Danzig, 
where everything had been calm since National Socialism became 
dominant, Litvinov remarked that since then Danzig was lost to 
Poland; she had long since "written off" the city; it now had no 
significance for Poland. 

I pointed out to Litvinov that the Czechs had been encouraged in 
their obstinate rejection of the Sudeten German demands· by the 
speeches of British and French statesmen and by the assurances of 
help. In reply Litvinov remarked that the Soviet Union regarded 
the Sudeten German question as an internal affair of Czechoslovakia. 
The Soviet Union had not interfered in any way, and had not given 
the Czech Government any advice either in one direction or the other. 
Neither would she do so in the future . 

.. See footnote 85, p. 601 . 

., Document No. 332, p. 529. 
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In the further course of the conversation Litvinov stated that in 
no circumstances would Czechoslovakia attack Germany. I answered 
that it wr.s not.simply a question of an attack, but whether the attack 
was provoked or unprovoked. We could not and would not put up 
with everything. Above all, however, we desired a peaceful settle
ment of the Sudeten German question. Litvinov retorted that even 
the wildest Czech hotheads did. not want war or to attack Ger
many, and would take good care not to provoke Germany. Their 
demand was merely for an energetic defense against a German attack 
without yielding. That was their acknowledged right. In reality, 
however, things were quite different: Germany was not so much con
cerned about the Sudeten Germans; she aimed at the annihilation of 
CzechoslOvakia as a whole; she wanted to conquer the country. 
Naturally Germany preferred to achieve her end by peaceful means. 
War was &:lways a risk. Anyone would try to avoid war, if he could 
achieve his purpose without it. If, however, it did come to war, 
Germany would clearly be the unprovoked aggressor. It was certain 
that France would then mobilize and Great Britain would follow 
France's l~ad. The British Government could no longer retreat, even 
if Chamberlain w~nted to do so. The Soviet Union had promised 
Czechoslovakia her support; she would keep her word and do her best. 

When I asked whether Litvinov really ~lieved that ·the powers 
would launch a major European war on account of Czechoslovakia, 
the People's Conuitissar replied that it was less a matter of the 
Czechs than of questions of power politics. The Soviet Union bore 
no responsibility for the creation and composition of the Czechoslo
vak State; she had hot sat at Versailles; on the other hand, she must 
combat any increase· hi power of National Socialist Germany in her 
violence and desire for attack; Litvinov added: if the CJld democ~;atic 
Germany had still existed, the Czechoslovak question would have 
assumed quite a different aspect for the Soviet Union ... The 'Soviets 
had always been in favor of the right of self-determination of 
peoples. 

From my impressions of the conversation with Litvinov I would 
say that, even if Litvinov only said France would "mobilize," there 
was .no doubt in my mind that he meant by this expression that 
France would attack Germany. Furthermore, it is worth noting that 
Litvinov's statements repeatedly attacked British policy. 

Altnough the conversation was relatively detailed and of long 
duration, it was not easy to induce Litvinov to speak. My efforts to 
make Litvinov state what form possible Soviet help to Czechoslovakia 
would take were in vain. The Foreign Commissar repeatedly avoided 
answering this question. 
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In view of the importance of Litvinov's statement that the Soviet 
Union has promised her support to Czechoslovakia, that she will 
keep her word and do her best, I have examined the possibilities 
which the Soviet Union has at her command for doing this. The 
result is set out in the enclosed memorandum,88 the contents of which 
were worked out in agreement with the Military A.ttache and the 
Naval Attache. The examination reaches the following conclusions~ 

1) Whereas the Soviet Union is attempting to force France and 
Great Britain to take the initiative against Germany, she herself 
will hold back. This does not exclud"' the possibility that France 
and Czechoslovakia. may agree, or have already agreed with the 
Soviet Union on how help is to be rendered. 

2) The Soviet Union will not attack Germany, because she has 
no common frontier with Germany. However, she will at least 
mobilize the western Military Districts [Wehrlcreise]. 

3) The SO'\"iet Union can attack Germany from the air. 
4) By emplo;ring U-boats, light naval forces and naval aircraft, 

and also by laymg mines, the Soviet Union can considerably disrupt 
German shipments of ore from Sweden and northern Norway. 

5) The Soviet Union can attack East Prussia across the Baltic 
by naval and land aircraft, and can also interrupt sea communica
tion between the Reich and East Prussia. by means of U-boats. 

6) The Soviet Union will make use of every opportunity to supply 
Czechoslov&.kia with war material in considerable quantities, in _Par
ticular with a.ircraft. The sending of troops to Czechoslovakia is 
difficult to accomplish and is also not in the interests of the Soviet 
Union. The dispatch of military technicians is not out of the question. 

7) Wherever it can harm Germany, the Soviet Union will incite 
the workers against Germany. 

In all countries and in all spheres Soviet propaganda and Soviet 
funds, helped too by the Marxist and Jewish press, will be used in 
increasing measure aga:inst Germany. 

In conclusion, I must not omit to say that the overwhelming. con
viction of the Diplomatic Corps here is that, in the event of 11o 

German-Czech armed conflict, France would attack Germany, and 
Great Britain would be at France's side. The members of the British 
and French Embassies here have repeatedly told us this. As far 
as the Soviet Union is concerned, my colleagues here believe that she 
will do so as little as possible, so that at the end of the war she will · 
have an intact army at her disposal. In consequence, the S~viet 
Union would in the end be the only one to gain. Characteristic of 
this is the following remark of my French colleague here: "I hope, 
with all my heart, that it will not come to a German-French con
flict. You know, as well as I do, for whom we are working if we 
come to blows." 

SCHULENBURG 

• Not printed. 
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No. 397 
337119780f 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
Ge'l"lTT4n Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

- No. 167 of August 27 :Moscow, August 27, 1938-9:28 p.m. 
Received August 27, 1938-11 p.m.· 

In continuation of my telegram No. 158 of the 22d.69 

As I was discussing today with the Foreign Minister the release 
of the German trawler70 he introduced on his own initiative the sub
ject of Czechoslovakia. Litvinov remarked that an American jour
nalist had aSked him whether it was correct that I, acting on instruc· 

· tions from the Government of the Reich, had carried out a demarche 
with him and had declared that war over Czechoslovakia was immi
nent. He, Litvinov, had denied this to the journalist but, as against 
this, he had received definite reports that our representatives in 

. Bucharest and Belgrade had each actually carried out such a de
marche. As the subject of these demarches, Litvinov repeated almost 
verbatim some passages of the instruction o:E August 3.71 In the case 
of Belgrade, the Czechs had received this information from Stoya
dinovich. After a few comments such as: they are apparently un
aware in Berlin of the seriousness of the situation, Litvinov again 
emphasized that France would ·intervene in a German-Czech war. 
On my remarking in the course of the conversation that Poland and 
.Rumania were unlikely to grant right of transit to· Soviet troops, he 
answered that Czechoslovakia and Rumania 72 were very greatly 
worried about the future. The latter was afraid of being next on the 
list, when once Czechoslovakia had been settled by Germany. 

ScHULENBURG 

• See footnote 35, p. 601, and document No. 396, supra. 
".The S.S. Bahrentezs had been detained by the Russian authorities In the 

Bering Sea. 
"Document No. 332, p. 529. 
u Thus in the copy received in the Foreign Ministry. Schulenburg's penciled 

draft from the Moscow Embassy files mentions only Rumania. 
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No. 398 
1613/387004--27 

The German Charge d'Affai-res in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the' 
German Foreign Ministry : 

SECRET 

A. III. 2. h. 
PRAGUE, August 27, 1938. 

(Pol. I 2035. g) 
With reference to report of August 25, 1938. 
Subject: New proposals of President BeneS. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of the minute5, placed at my 
disposal by the Sudeten German Party, on the conversations between 
the Sudeten German delegates, Kundt and Dr. Sebekovsky, and the 
President of the Republic on August 24 and 25 of this year. 

Apart from the contents of the conferences reported in telegraphic 
report of August 25, 1938,73 I would like to refer to the following 
remarks of the President: 

a) Conference of August ~4, 1938: 
President Bene8 is not anxious to appear as the one who issued 

the invitation. 
The President envisages a simultaneous start on the separate 

stages of his proposals for a solution. 
M. Benes agrees with the view of the Sudeten German Party that 

agreement on fundamental points must first be reached between the 
Government and the Sudeten German Party before any start can be 
made with hammering out individual questions. 

The President of the Republic maintains that, by his actions on 
May 21, 1938, he also rendered a great service to the German Reich. 
He had never said that the German Army intended to invade Czecho
slovakia. The Czechoslovak measures were intended to have a pre
ventive effect, to act as a warning, and to emphasize that Czechoslo
vakia is determined to defend herself. 

M. Bene8 denies the existence of any war party in Czechoslovakia. 
The President repudiates the ideas of National State or State 

of Nationalities for Czechoslovakia, and alleges on the contrary 
that as early as 1919 he opposed the thesis that the Republic should 
be firmly anchored in the Constitution as a National State. 

The President desires to establish good neighborly relations with 
Germany by means of a moilus vivendi, for then the questi6n of 
the Pact with Russia would in practice lose all actuality .. 

b) Conference of August ~5, 1938: 
The President of the Republic stresses that there is only one 

problem in Czechoslovakia and that is the problem of nationalities. 
He wants to solve it by evolutionary means and is afraid of two 
things only, a war and then Bolshevism. 

n Document No. 391, p. 624. 
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:M. Bene5 admits that the Republic is no model democracy, but 
a dictatorship of the Government majority over the opposition and 

,of the majority of the nation over the other national groups. Czecho
slovakia was therefore today a kind of pseudo-authoritarian State 
and by no means a democracy. · 

The President gave the information that he had made it quite 
clear to the Czech "Frontiersmen" [ Gren.elerl that only the Army was 
competent to defend the State. Night exerciSeS and such-like activi
ties must cease both on the Czech and the f'...erman side. 

The attitude of the Sudeten German delegates is evident from the 
minutes. Deputy Kundt and Dr. Sebekovsky countered the decla
rations and statements of the President by giving him a clear pic
ture of the real situation. 

[Enclosure 1] 

Minutes of Meeting 

Present: President Dr. Eduard BeneS, Deputy Ernst Kundt, and 
Dr. Wilhelm Sebekol'Sky. 

Time: August 24, 1938, from 10:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Place: Library of the President at the Castle in Prague. 

The conversation was carried on in German. 
I ntroductiun.: 

The conference came about through Bene5, who, at the suggestion 
of the President of the Constitutional Court of Justice, Professor 
Dr. Krejci, inquired of Deputy Kundt by way of Professor Dr. 
Sander whether he were prepared to accept an invitation to a con
ference, since the President desired to intervene in the negotia
tions between the Sudeten German Party and the Government, which 
had reached a complete impa8se. 

Deputy Kundt sent an answer to the President that he was ready 
to take part in a private talk if he might bring with him ~mother 
member of the Party. 

In due course Professor Sander brought a message that the Presi
dent was expecting Deputy Kundt and Dr. Sebekovsky at 10 a.m. 
on August 24, 1938. 

To start with, Bene5 stated that he had been persuaded to c~ll 
this cobference at the suggestion of the President of the Constitu
tional Court of Justice and through the agency of Professor Sander. 

Deputy Kundt interposed: So you want it to remain indefinite on 
whose initiative the invitation was issued. We heard a di1ferent 
story from Professor Sander. 
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To this the President replied that he did not wish to raise any 
question of prestige on this occasion, since questions of prestige 
should play no part. 

Bene.S declared that he would plunge immediately in medias rea 
so as to explain the nature of the business. ·Two points were in 
question: 

1) How to dispel the general mistrust, so that good will might be 
manifest on both sides and 

2) How the basic questions of German-Czech relations might be 
treated in a practical way and settled. 

On the psychological plane, relations must be improved by means 
of immediate separate adjustments without, however, permitting 
the treatment of the main problem to be postponed. 

It must rather also be kept in mind, even at the time of separate 
adjustments within the framework of the first stage, how the second 
and third stages are to be shaped, since unless one wants the third 
stage it is impossible to start on the first. 

Sebekovsky interrupted to ask what he understood by the third 
stage, taking the first as separate adjustment and the second as 
main settlement. Benes explained that he had only given this 
enumeration as an example, without having any definite idea in his 
mind as to the third stage. 

When Deputy Kundt asked him whether he proposed to start with 
the first stage and, after that had been settled, go on to tackle the 
second, or whether, not wanting a separation in time, he would deal 
with the whole problem at once, Bene.S replied that naturally the 
problem should be treated as a whole. 

Deputy Kundt stressed that ever since February tlie Sudeten 
German Party through its representatives had pointed out to the 
Prime Minister that the Government must, by their actions, create 
the prerequisites for an improvement in the atmosph~re, in order 
that the German population might have faith in the good will of 
the Government and thus make it easier to negotiate the settlement 
of the problem as a whole. . 

In practice nothing was done and the atmosphere was even. con
siderably worsened by the proceedings of May 21, 1938, when a posi
tion both unconstitutional and illegal was created. The suft'~rings 
of the German population .at the hands of the military rabble 
[Soldateaka] still further deepened their distrust. 

Nevertheless the Sudeten German Party, on the basis of Kundt's 
discussion with the Prime Minister on May 23, also entered into con
versations to settle the problem. These, however, proved fruitless. 
Deputy Kundt explained this in his introductory remarks at the 

7t7164-4&-wl. U-48 
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meeting on August 17 between the Government and the delegates of 
the Sudeten German Party. Kundt stated that he had explained this 
in order to,emphasize that now even Bene5 shared the opinion of 
the ~udeten German Party that psychological conditions must be 
created by immediate action on the part of the Government. 
· Bene5 a~ on the necessity for creating psychological conditions. 

Sebekovsky rejected the Czech charge that the Sudeten German 
Party refused to take part in definite conversations. He referred 
to the initial meeting between the Sudeten German Party and the 

__ Government-on June 23, when for 5 solid hours the Sudeten German 
-party, with the help of political, industrial, historica1, and psycho
logical arguments, had established their case that the 'Government 
had to act on the basis of the Karlsbad demands put forward by 
Konrad Renlein. To this, no reply had been received. The Govern
ment made a counterproposal in paragraph form and demanded that 
it should be discussed paragraph by paragraph. The Sudeten Ger
man Party refused because the fundamental principles had not even 
been discussed, let alone an agreement reached on them. 'To reach 
this agreement on basic principles is surely the first task and the 
most concrete work which is to be done. 

To the supplementary question put by Deputy Kundt, whether 
Bene8 was also of the opinion that a common point of view must 
first be reached before any definite work could be started on indi
vidual questions, BeneS replied that such indeed was his opinion. 
Bene5 now developed the theme that ever since _1919 he had always 
advocated a just order of things and a settlement between Germans 
and Czechs. Thus in 1919 he had demanded in Paris that the 
authorities in Prague should admit Germans to the Revolutionary 
Government so that.they might cooperate in formulating the Consti
tution and the first laws. He had then ever since 1920 kept in close 
touch with German Members of Parliament, especially with Professor 
Kafka, Spina, Mayer-Harting,u the Social Democrats Czech and 
Czennak, and had also frequently sounded the views of Dr. Lodg
man '15 and taken his opinion. Then in 1925 the .Activist movement 
started, to which he had given his approvaL 

(BeneS desired to prove by all this that he had always worked for 
a just arrangement between Germans and Czechs and that today also 
he waa still advocating the same thing.) 

• Kafka was a German Liberal. Spina a German Agrarian. and llayer-Bartlng 
a German Clerical. all of whom had adopted the cllange from "'Degatlvlsm" to 
.. actilrism" (Le.. participation ln the Government) ln 1925.. 

• A former German National member of the Austrian Beichsrat who tried to 
organize a government in German Bohemia in 1918-19 and subsequently became 
a Deputy of the German National Party in the Prague Parliament, retiring In 
1925,. after be had not been re-elected. 
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Bene.S stated: The psychological aspect is of primary importance. 
In this respect both sides have made mistakes. But I declare em
phatically that the Cz~hoslovak people is both ready and willing 
for a settlement. -

The tone of the press can be changed; that is just a matter of a 
week or two. 

He further stressed the fact that he had also been the one to settle 
the emigre question. If we asked Minister Eisenlohr he would 
confirm this. 

As to :May .21, 1938, Bene.S tried to explain that the measures taken 
were based on a legal foundation and referred in this connection to 
paragraphs 21 and 22 of the Military Law. These paragraphs, how
ever, had been wrongly interpreted by the military and other circles, 
for which reason he had already laid down at a meeting of the 
political :Ministers that the decisions concerned must, on some quieter 
occasion, be suitably construed. · 

He knew of the cases of unlawful intrusion reported by the Sudeten 
German Party, for he himself as head of the Army had "intervened.'! 
Bene.S admitted that tmlawful intrusions actually had taken place. 
He emphasized that the acts of May 21 were fitting and necessary 
not only for the State but also for Germany, for Sudeten Germanism 
and for European peace. 

Sebekovsky said that the Sudeten German Party regarded the 
measures of May 21 as the greatest of misfortunes and asked for the 
reasons for Bene5' verdict. 

Bene5 stated that there had been elements who had actively worked 
for an explosion. It could be inferred from his remarks that he 
meant 1'cliques" in Reich-German political circles. He was well in
formed on Germany and the currents of feeling there. It is no ~ret 
that differences exist within the Party and between the Party and 
the Reich Army. 

He had never said that the Army of the German Reich intended 
to stage an invasion, although movements of troops had taken place. 
The Czechoslovak measures were designed to have a preventive effect, 
to act as a warning and to make it quite clear that Czechoslovaki! 
is determined to defend herself. · • · 

Bene5 maintained that through the action of May 21 he had '-also 
rendered a great service to the German Reich. ' ~. 

Deputy Kundt pointed out to Be~e.S that friends of his (llenes) 
were saying that he, at about the time of May 21, had expressed the 
opinion that the National Socialist regime would co~pse in 6 
months' time. This information is connected with the rumor\ that 
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BeneS had wanted :May 21, so that this action might contribute to 
the overthrow of the National Socialist system in Germany. 

Bene8 emphatically denied this, saying that a statesman must 
always take account of realities. He referred to his speech as Foreign 
:Minister in the Czechoslovak ·Parliament, after National Socialism 
had seized power, when he declared that he would always continue 
a neighborly policy toward Germany, irrespective of the system in 
force there. 

By the action of 1tiay 21, he had only wished to serve peace. In 
hia own words: "I would have been either an idiot or a criminal if 
I had desired to overthrow the National Socialist system by the acts 
of May 21." 

Moreover, there was no war party in Czechoslovakia. With us the 
military take no part in politics, neither will they do so. 

He referred again to the speech which he had made at Tabor on 
May 21. In this he had not ·alluded to Hussite traditions but had 
spoken about King Podebrad. 78 

To the objection that everybody had interpreted the fact that he, 
the President, had made a speech on May 21 in the Hussite town of 
Tabor, as stressing the warlike significance of the measures of May 
21, he answered that he had been misunderstood. In his own words: 
"During my whole life I have been misunderstood politically." 

In connection with this sta4lment he referred also to the internal 
political fight which he had to wage as Foreign Minister, and em
phasized on®,more that he was always in favor of settlement. 

Why had Kramafn fought him! Because, even in the revolution
ary National Assembly, he had opposed the idea of a nationallan

. guage and the suggestion that Czechoslovakia be firmly bound by 
the Constitution as a National State. 

He then tried once more to prove that the point at issue was not 
the idea of a National State or Nationalities State, since it cannot 
be denied that you are right when you say that the· State is based 
on the relative proportion of the several peoples. The expressions 
''National State" and "Nationalities State" must not, however, entail 
the carrying on of a policy of prestige. 

Deputy Kundt remarked that the Sudeten German Party were not 
concerned with the abstract question, National State or Nationalities 
State, but with the concrete fact that the whole mentality of the 
Czeclis and, as a result, of the civil service favored a National State, 

.. King George of Podebrad, 1458-1471, best remembered as a national hero 
and defender of the Bussite movement, bad nevertheless worked hard for a 
compromise with Rome, and had also made a proposal for a "League of Euro
pean Princes" to meet the Turkish danger. 

" The first Prime :Minister of the Czechoslovak Republic, and a strong Czech 
na~onallst. 
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which fact was confirmed when even the most trivial official business 
was transacted. Kramar, therefore, and the theory of the National 
State had in practice won the day, and Bene8' view had not prevailed. 
Thus Bene8, as President, is in the tragic position of having to 
liquidate this development of 20 years. Is it correct that, when 
he took over the Presidential office, he observed that, succeeding 
Masaryk, the President of the Liberation, he conceived his own func
tion to consist in becoming the President of the "Consolidation"¥ 

Benes agreed to this and referred to a speech of his in Reichenberg 
in the year 1936, which he described as "revolutionary" to Czech 
mentality. 

He stressed once again his desire to be a President for all nation
alities, including the, German. But that naturally depended on the 
Sudeten German Party. . 

Politics in this country were a matter of one's generation and he 
considered himself as one of the younger generation. He had never 
been in Vienna nor had he ever engaged in politics there. He had 
set himself the aim of not taking an active part in politics before 
the age of 40 and, until then, of studying and preparing himself. 
Developments during the war had driven him into politics. Previous 
to that, he had written books. 

In Austria, the Czechs sat under the table, while the Czechs were 
underneath it.78 After the birth of Czechoslovakia, the same poli
ticians sat down together, only this time the Czechs sat around the 
table and the Germans underneath it. He had arrived from Paris 
after the war and had been unable to understand either case. 

He was a ware that his books were quoted against him since he had 
not carried out what he had written. 

He had written his thesis at the age of 23.711 In a young man Qf 
that age, however, a few mistakes must be overlooked. No one knew 
better than he himself that the book contained contradictions which, 
however, had not yet been noticed by his criti~. Nevertheless, he 
still basically adhered today to the opinions expressed in that book. 

In his own words: '.'What was claimed there does not satisfy you." 
Then changing the subject to that of foreign policy, he empha

sized- that he had always advocated a modus vivendi and, in general, 
a corresponding relationship to Germany. In this connection, he 
had accentuated that Czechoslovakia should serve the interests of no 
other country, either in the W ~ or in th~ East. Deputy Klindt 
mentioned that, all the same, according to repqrts on the Peace Con-

. \ 

" Sic; presumably an error for "the Germans sat around the table ••• " 
" Presumably Le twobMme avtrichien et la qve&tion tcMque, published in 1908 

wheD BeneA was in fact 25. 
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ference, Czechoslovakia. had offered her help to the Western Pow·ers, 
particularly France, against the German Reich. Bene8 remarked, 
people say that the Versailles Treaty was a bad one. All treaties 
after a war are bad, since they are concluded under the influence of 
a victory psychosis. What sort of treaty do you think Germany 
would have made! We know indeed some of the provisions, for 
example, those affecting Belgium. · 

He then passed to the question of the reports of the Czecho
slovak delegation at the Peace Conference and said that he had not 
been the sole author. The expression "hereditary enemy" had indeed 
been used there, but this was understandable, given the psychological 
atmosphere of the war period, as described already. 

He observed that he had been one of the few statesmen not t. 
employ too fona.ible expressions against Germany and the German 
people. He had always been opposed to "pan-isms," since they lead 
to war. He had been against the Pan-Slavism of Tsarist Russia 
and was still its enemy, whatever garb it assumed. (An allusioh 
to the Pan-Slavism of the Bolshevists.) 
· When asked what importance he attached to the settlement of the 
nationality problem between Czechoslovakia and Germany, Bene8 
stated that the German-Czech question must be solved without regarl 
to its effects on foreign policy. This question had today an effect on . 
foreign political relationships.. He admitted that the problem of 
.nationalities had become today one of international importance. 
Nobody would go to war because of the nationality problem. When 
one wants to go to war, it is always possible to find a pretext. 

As to the pact with Russia, Be:rie8 said: The treaty with Russillo 
protects our rear, but it is not a military pact. He had concludetf 
tlie treaty in 1934, that is to say in the same year as Germany renewed 
the T.reaty of Rapallo with Russia. He had the intention of con
cluding' at the same time a similar treaty with Germany. In interna
tional politics no treaties were simply thrown overboard. He desired 
a rMdua vivendi with Germany from which good neighborly relations 
should develop, and then in practice the question of the pact with 
Russia would lose all actuality. 

BeneS observed at the termination of the conversation that he had 
informed the Prime Minister yesterday about this private interview. 

He was in full agreement with Hodza.. Although they each pos
sesse<f"different temperaments and used different methods, yet their 
aims were identical. 

He wished to intervene in order to overcome the deadlock in the 
negotiations between the Government and the Sudeten German Party. 
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Benes asked if a resume could now be drawn up on the basis of 
today's conversation, but the tw..0 representatives of the Sudeten 
German Party stated that this was impossible, for not enough 
had been said on internal politics and the present situation. • It was 
therefore agreed that the dis<:ussimi should be continued on the fol
lowing day (August 25) at 10 a.m: 

PRAGUE, August 24, 1938. 

[Enclosure 2) 

M inutu of Meeting 

Present: Dr. E. Benes, Deputy E. Kundt, and Dr. W. Sebekovstcy. 
Time: August 25, 1938, from 10 a.m...to 1 p.m. · 
Place : Library of the President at -the castle in Prague. 

The conversation was'""&l.rried on in German. 
Continuation of the first conversation on August 24, 1938. 

Benes had stated on the first day that he also wanted to tell the 
Sudeten German Party . what mistakes he considered it had made. 
The interview started thus. 

He blamed the Sudeten German P-arty for: 
1) Lack of objectivity, especially in its press. 
The press reports nothing but the oad side and deficiencies; no 

mention is ever made of positive achievements. And yet the Sudeten 
German Party must know very wefi..that the State has been consoli
dated and that, industrially and financially, it is in full working 
order. He expressed the opinion that Czechoslovakia, even in com
parison with France, England, and Germany, was one of the most 
orderly countries existing. 

He cited as an example the national debt, which in 1939 amounted 
to 30 milliards and had now risen to 42 milliards. Nevertheless, the 
State, owing to the reduction in the rate of interest, did not pay any· 
more than in the year 1933. In the social sphere likewiSe, the State 
had not permitted any class war to develop. Strikes which threat
ened to break out were avoided. The strike problem had not caused 
any such difficulties as in other countries. •· 

The State revenue this year was one milliard more than had been 
estimated. This fact was not known, not even to the Parties, so 
as to preclude any further demands on the occasion of the forth
coming budget. 

There is only one problem in this State and that is the problem of 
nationalities. He desired_ to settle everything by evolutionary meth
ods. He was only afraid of two things, a war and, after it, a Bol
shevik revolution. 
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Masaryk and he had been the first to make anti· Bolshevist speeches. 
His first speech after the Peace Conference had attacked the Bolshe
vists. 

2) The Czech people is democratically inclined. When the press 
of the Sudeten German Party praises every performance of the 
authoritarian countries, yet refuses· to recognize the achievements of 
the democracies, that also displays a lack of objectivity. 

3) Cases of terrorism are greatly exaggerated. There are, how
ever, actually a number of cases on hand. He mentioned numerous 
letters which his Chancellery had received even from German sym
pathizers with the Sudeten German Party. He had also discussed 
them with the Minister. of the Interior.80 He was particularly 
anxious to arrange a press truce and had already taken steps to 
this end with the Czech press. 

Deputy Kundt stated in answer to the criticism of the President: 
If we do perhaps often estimate incorrectly in some particulars the 
financial situation of the State, then the fault lies in the fact that 
the Parliamentary Opposition ha~ hitherto never peen given exact 
information. For instance, we were never admitted to the private 
sessions of the Parliamentary Savings and Control Commission, al
though the C.T.K.81 report read as if the whole Commission had been 
sitting. Complaints to the Speaker of the Parliament and to the 
Prime Minister had so far been fruitless. When secrets are kept 
from the Opposition in this. way, it is only logical to assume that 
the real position of the State finances must also be hidden from them. 

As to social development, it must be made clear that, while the 
improvement in the standard of living may be true as regards the 
Czech population, it certainly is not so as regards the Sudeten 
Germans. The Sudeten German Party is to thank for the fact that 
no revolutionary class wars broke out among the Sudeten Germans, 
since its victory saved the Sudeten German areas from Bolshevism. 
You can easily imagine what a blaze Bolshevism might have started 
right on the State frontier. The fact that the Sudeten German 
Party strove to bring about a closer contact .between the em
ployers and the workers of all kinds did not produce any improve· 
ment in the social lot of the workman, but only gave him the hope 
that his future might be better. Moreover, workers, peasants, and 
employers all know that, for reasons of national policy, they share 
a common social misfortune and are therefore fighting to remove 
the n!!,_tional political causes of this misfortune. This fight is not 
dir~ted against the State as such. It is a struggle against the 

• Dr. Josef terny. 
a The Czech news service. 
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system and against the Government and the Governmen.t Parties 
who represent it. 

Benes : Democracy is an ideal which develops by degrees. The 
Germans must also assist democracy to attain its full growth. 

During the first years of the Republic, the "Petka" funct~oned (a 
committee of five members from the Czech Government Parties). He 
had always disavowed the Petka system and, as Minister, had never 
reported to the committee. In 1922 he had written a pamphlet 
"What is Democracy~", which indirectly attacked the Petka and 
brought on him great enmity. The Petka system was the first stage. 
This was superseded by the second stage, in which ~he Government 
was no longer carried on by five men only but by the majority 
parties. We must now move on to the third stage in which the 
monopoly of the majority parties will be superseded in its turn. 

The German Ministers were to blame for cooperating with this 
system, instead of altering it. For it is not a question of improve· 
ments within the framework of this system but of a radically different 
system. The State is not a model democracy but a dictatorship of 
the Government majority over the Opposition, and a dictatorship 
of the Czech majority over the groups of other nationalities. The 
State is therefore today a kind of pseudo-authoritarian State and by 
no means a democracy. 

We represented our views on this system in detail at the Karlsbad 
meeting this year and, from these facts, Konrad Henlein produced 
the well-known eight Karlsbad demands as an absolute minimum. 
If we had wanted to haggle, we would have demanded more, so as 
to be in a position to make concessions. We are, however, honest and 
only demand the minimum necessary. No concessions are therefore 
possible. Discussion can only take place on the most suitable means 
of carrying out these demands. 

Sebekovsky denied the reproach that the Sudeten German· press 
lacked objectivity. The task of the press was to report facts and to 
comment on them. The important point was not to demand restraint 
from the press but to permit no incidents and not to put into force 
such measures which, being thoroughly bad, are recorded in the press 
and must also naturally be criticized. It is the causes which must be 
a voided. The Sudeten German press has orderS to publish n<fthing 
but the truth in strict accordance with the facts. The Czech press 
bureau attempted for a time to counter this with corrections but these 
only served as indirect confirmations of the ~ccounts. 

The psychological and political .situation was precisely as it was 
reflected in the press. The impressions,. presented by the Czech 
and the German press, can be summarized· in brief as follows: The 



644 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

Czech press agitates, while the German press defends itself. The 
Czech press reflects the Czech viewpoint, which is that in the 
frontier areas the Czechs say: let ten Germans bite the dust rather 
ihan that one Czech should die. When the erisis comes, or before 

. we. leave, we will kill every German. 
· BeneS replied that the comparison between the Czech and the 
German press was incorrect. It was merely that the German press 
was more skillful and the Czech press less skillful. 

Deputy .Kundt pointed out that the Czech press, as well as the 
Government and the central authorities, saw conditions in the Ger
man area solely through the eyes of the HraniMJi,82 who are less 
interested in the State than iii their own material welfare. Between 
us and you, therefore, this HraniMJi question must .be settled, if 
the problem is to be solved. · 

Benes answered that he had summoned the Hranwafi and had 
ma,de it quite clear to them that the Army alone was responsible for 
defending the State. Night exercises and similar activities must 
cease, on the Czech as well as on the German side. 

BeneS then enlarged on his proposal. He began by saying that 
LOrd Runciman had given • him certain indications on the con
versation between Ashton-Gwatkin and Konrad Henlein in Marian
bad and apparently held the opinion that Ashton-Gwatkin returned 
from Marienbad with a proposal which, according to hints dropped 

· by Lord Runciman, was identical with his own. 
Kundt and Sebekovsky explained that this must be a misunder

standing, since to their knowledge Konrad Henlein had made no 
proposals to Ashton-Gwatkin. It can only refer to a conversation 
concerning Bene5' ideas, which he had discussed with Professor 
Sander, who in turn had told us. We had not, however, accepted this 
'report from Sander as official, but were now waiting to hear the 
President's ideas and proposals from his own mouth. 

Benes conceived the method as agreement on the framework of a. 
program to be tackled immediately, in order to create· psychological 
conditions and thus manifest good will. The sequel to this would be 
a truce~ 

Further, a commission ·should deal with radical reforms, and 
llere he does not wish to commit himself to the expression "admin
istrative or. constitutional reform." 

He proposes as agenda for the immediate program : 

a)· The question of officials and police. 
b) The language question. 
c) The economic and social question. 
d) Proportional representation. 

• The Czech frontier guards. 
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Opportunity is, however, left for the introduction of other points 
into the framework of the immediate program. 

Ref. a) As to the queStion of officials, he accepts the basic principle 
that Germans should be administered by Germans, always providing 
that the State is unable to renounce the right within li~ts of 
transferring officials. A compromise between these two postulates 
must be possible, perhaps ofi the lines that it -should be laid ,down 
that there must always be a certain percentage in the German area, 
while the State 'can act as it. ~hinks fit with the remainder. He 
assumed that an agreement could: be -reached on proportional repre- . 
sentation~ (Interjection by Kundt: "with due consideration to the 
administrative area and to participation in all categories".) 

With regard to the intake of officials, it is obvious that, as from 
the entry: into force of the agreement, 22 percent of all newly ap
pointed officials must be German. As again.St this, there is the ob
jection that this process would take forty to fifty years. A way 
must therefore be found of accelerating the tempo. He had the idea 
that, for a given period, an ~'overpercentage" of Germans should be 
accepted, so that good will might be apparent to the people. Dis
charged officials also might be reappointed. These fundamental 
points, which he had brought forward as examples affecting the 
question of officials, must be discussed. Agreement must be reached 
on basic principles, the actual drafting of details could then be 
undertaken and the necessary decrees and instructions issued. In 
this connection, the higher ranks of the civil service must be given 
to understand that they are to adhere to the basic agreement, even 

• f 

though 1t has not yet become law. When we have once reached 
an agreement on these problems, you have my personal assurance 
that it will be carried out. I must take my stand above both parties, 
and want to prove to them both that I insist on the conclusion of 
a settlement or I will lay down my office. (He explained· that 
by this he did not mean to utter a threat.) 

Ref. c) The first matter on which a common viewpoint must be 
obtained is the best means of assisting industry to reduce unemploy
ment. The main question here is the raising of a loan. In order that 
the project might be acceptable to the Czechs as well, he made no 
secret of the fact that this loan must also be utilized for certain 

· Czech areas. 
Proportional representation in a rough computation of the State 

also applies here and is a difficult question. It is not possible either 
in the Ministry of the Interior, the Foreign Ministry, or the Post 
Office, but perhaps in the Ministry of Education or of Social Wel
fare and Health. This enumeration was only given as an example 
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and details would be open to discussion. He was also ready to settle 
the question of investments and supplies for the purpose of stimu
lating Sudeten German production. 

Kundt brought up the question of compensation. 
BeneS did not dispute the fact that in certain cases reparation is 

possible. . Bene8 emphasized at this point, as he had done time and 
again during the whole conversation, that it was not a question of 
words and ideas. Neither he nor the Czechs nor the Sudeten Ger
man Party wished to depend on words, if they had a bad psycho
logical effect • 

.As to the question of the State police, BeneS observed that this was 
a difficult matter, when account was taken of the psychological situ
ation of the Czech public. His own view was the following: Two 
years ago we had local police forces, and I see no reason at all why 
the former arrangement should not be restored. In this case also, 
a reasonable compromise is needed to safeguard the interests of the 
State. In principle, he did not oppose the reestablishment of munici
pal police. 

This question can be settled when conditions are more peaceful. 
Kundt: The State police is itself a cause of unrest and, if you really 

desire to win over the German population psychologically, then the 
best way is the immediate withdrawal of the State police. He re
ferred to the proposal of the Sudeten German Party that the security 
forces should be divided into two: municipal police and State police. 
This must suffice. 

To the question whether he intends to carry out the settlement 
within the framework of the existing Constitution, or whether he 
envisaged an amended Constitution, Bene8 replied : 

I have no hesitation in altering the Constitution, but it must be 
done at the end and not at the start. Moreover, I do not want to 
Scare people with the suggestion. 

He then touched on the question of a basic accord, which would 
be dealt with by a special commission. 

You have worked out proposals and the Government has, too. 
Your. proposals are unacceptable to the Czechs, as the Government 
has already told you (Kundt interrupts: "not in this form"). Even 
·if !wished, I would find it impossible to put.your suggestions into 
force. I make a t~rd proposal: that autonomy should be settled on 
the lines of a provincial constitution [Gauverfassung]. 

Kundt: We cannot take up a definite attitude on this today but 
surely it is a matter for your proposed commission. 
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Benes stated in conclusion: If you like, I will put· my proposal 
into shape and lay it before the Prime Minister and yourselves. My 
proposal will cost me a lot of effort with the Government. 

What I am proposing is a rebuilding of the State. However, I 
will not employ your word, but call it "Dobudovani" (the completion 
of the State structure). ' 

I do not wish to discuss the eight Karlsbad demands; I say 
neither Yes nor No. Neither of us wishes to lead the other into a 
blind alley. I have sworn an oath to uphold the sovereignty, the 
unity, and the integrity of the State. My honor enjoins me to keep 
this oath. I can go no further. 

Deputy Kundt: The eight Karlsbad demands mean the same to 
us. To uphold them also touches our honor. 

Benes answered in these words: I thank you. I will make a note 
of that. 

In conclusion, the Sudeten German representatives started to dis
cuss the J>hilosophy of National Socialism which they themselves 
professed. 

Benes replied that he would willingly talk further on this subject. 
He considered the form of expression adopted as a matter calling 
for tact. · 

Bene8 desired to know the attitude of the Sudeten German repre
sentatives to his proposals, and emphasized that he could not make 
them public until their acceptance was certain. 

He allowed it to be understood that he would inform the public 
by means of a message, so as to prepare them psychologically in 
advance. 

The Sudeten German representatives explained that they were not 
present in an official capacity and were therefore unable to adopt 
any attitude in the matter. 

It was agreed that, at the latest at the beginning of the next week, 
Benes should hand over his proposal in writing at a fresh meeting 
and should elucidate it. 

He pictured to himself the future course of events in this manner, 
that he would only give his proposal in writing to the Sudeten Ger
many Party when they were basically in agreement with the modua 
procedendi. After discussing the written draft of his proposal -with 
the Sudeten German Party, he would then submit it to the Prime 
Minister. 

When the Sudeten German Party and the Government had reached 
an agreement, it would be issued to the public. 

PRAGUE, August 25, 1938. 
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No. 399 
1613/387028-80 

The German OIUlrge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to th6 
German Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PRAGUE, August 27, 1938. 
A. III. 2. h. (Pol. I 2036) 
Reference report of August 24, A. III. 2. h. Pol. I 2009 88 

Subject: Proposals by the President and Lord Runciman's Mission. 
So far no news has filtered through to the public on the conversa· 

tions between the President and the Sudeten Gennan Party delegates, 
Kundt and Dr. Sebekovsky. Even journalists and diplomats here 
appear at present to know nothing of the direct contact between M. 
BeneS and the Sudeten German Party. On the other hand, the press 
described the conference between the political Ministers and the 
President which took place in the Hradcany in Prague as the starting 
point for the creation of a new-third-basis for the solution of the 
nationality problem. -

· According to the direct impression of Deputy Kundt, who spoke 
to him on August 26, the Prime Minister is displeased about 
the initiative taken by the President, apparently without previous 
consultation with him. M. Hodza, whose whole ambition it is one day 
to be able to represent any Gennan~Czech settlement as the result 
of his own political activity, .feels that he has been outmaneuvered 
by the President, whose previous attitude was generally regarded as 
intransigent. The Prime Minister clearly showed Kundt his annoy
ance over this situation. Herr Kundt does not think it is out of the 
question that the Prime ~finister will now turn the tables and-in 
the field of domestic policy at least-agitate against M. BeneS because 
of his too far~reaching concessions. In Kundt's view, difficulties 
might also arise for the Sudeten German Party in the near future 
as a result of this attitud& of Hodza's. It is possible that, in order 
primarily to make trouble for M. Benes, the Prime Minister wi~ now 
make available to Lord Runciman material incriminating to the 
Sudeten Gennan Party, which Hodza ·doubtless possesses, but has 
hitherto refrained from ·using for political reasons, and which he 
will also use against the Sudeten German Party leaders in other ways. 
For safety's sake, the latter are preparing their defense and counter· 
attack. 

:M-;antime, it is not to be assumed that the. PJ,"ime Minister will go 
so far in his annoyance as to sabotage a realization of Bene5' pro· 

•Document No. 386, p. 614. 
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posals. The impression, rather, is growing that, for political reasons, 
an energetic attempt will now be made to reach some form of agree
ment with the Sudeten German Party as quickly as possible or, at 
least, by concrete offers, to prove to the world the good will of the 
Czechoslovak Government. The military measures by th~ Reich 
make M. ,Benes and the Prague Government realize ever more fully 
the seriousness-sf the situation, so that responsible elements of this 
country must decide to abandon the delaying tactics so far pursued. 
In particular, unplea~nt surprises are. feared ·as a. reSl11~ of the 
Nuremberg Party Rally, surprises which must be counteracted if 
possible with the help of the new basis for negotiations. 

The hope that a peaceful solution will be reached has diminished 
everywhere again. The slight wave of optimism, which was evident 
a few days ago, has now completely ebbed. This applies equally to 
Czech circles and to the members of the Diplomatic Corps. This 
mood·of pessimism can undoubtedly be traced to press reports from 
London, sensationally quoted by the papers here, and which speak 
of a deterioration of the situation-allegedly based on .Ashton
Gwatkin's reports. Deputy K. H. Frank's appeal, which,moreover, 
as I learned confidentially, was a surprise even for the Sudeten Ger
man Party delegation, has also increased the fear of the outbreak 
of serious conflicts. In these circumstances the speech of the British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, expected on the 27th of this month, is 
looked forward to with great eagerness and it is hoped that from 
it will come a lessening of the pressure weighing on Czechoslovakia. · 

The Sudeten German Party delegation think that they can detect 
_a certain change of opinion in their disfavor iri Lord Runciman him
self. Kundt traces this to a misunderstanding which arose in the 
following way: from their talks with Konrad Henlein, which took 
place before the semiofficial discussion of the President's new .PrQ
posals, the British formed the impression that President Benes' 
offers, especially with regard to the preliminary concessions, .would 
satisfactOrily settle just those questions which had been discussed by 
Henlein as the prerequisite for the creation of a better atmosphere. 
Therefore the sur-prise of the British Mission at Konrad Henlein's 
negative attitude during his talk with . .Ashton-Gwatkin in Marienbad 
on August 22 had been all the greater. ' · 

Moreover, His Lordship had been informed by Deputy Kundt of 
the substance of the discussions with the President of the Republic. 
For his part, Lord Runciman has had ta~Jis in the last few days 

· with the leaders of the Hungarian and Polish national groups, as well . 
as with the German Social Democrats. A representative of Carpatho .. 
Ukraine also presented himself to the English mediator. 
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As for the question of district constitution [ Gauverfassung], which 
the President mentioned to the Sudeten German Party delegation on 
August 25, it seeo:ls that M. Bruggmann, the Swiss Minister here, 
also played a part in the internal discussions with regard to this. 
M. Bruggmann, who has lived in Prague for many years and enjoys 
a special position of confidence with the President and leading Czech 
circles, was evidently asked for advice months ago by the Govern
ment here. H&.has the reputation of being an expert in nationality 
questions an~, has therefore repeatedly been consulted recently by the 
Ministers of Great Britain and France. Mr. Newton has further 
given M Bruggmann an opportunity of having a detailed exchange 
~f ~ews with Lord Runciman on the nationality problem. 

IIENCKE 

No. 400 
139/125582 

The State Secretary (Weizslicker) to the German Oharge d'Af!airls 
in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) 

BERLIN, August 27, 1938. 
DEAR 1IERR KoRDT: Your letter and detailed memorandum of the 

23d of this month 84 interested me very much. I only have ti!fie, 
however, for a very brief reply. Your remarks as to what the British 
intend doing in respect of Czechoslovakia agree entirely with what 
J. should say in the same position. ~regards Anglo-German talks 
of a more general nature, you in London cannot naturally adopt a 
negative attitude toward them and cannot destroy the hopes which 
many Englishmen have in them. Nevertheless, I would always em
phasize in this connection that there can be no question of more com
prehensive discussions without a settlement of the urgent Czech 
situation. 

Kindest regards and Heil Hitler ! 
WEIZSACKEB 

" See document No. 382, p. 605. 
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No. 401 
J'20/12f 

Memorandum by the Foreign Miniater 85 

RU251 
Ambassador Attolico visited me today at midday to tell me the 

following:-
He said he had received a fresh written instruction from Mussolini 

requesting that Germany should state the probable date of an attack 
on Czechoslovakia. in good time. Mussolini asked for this informa
tion in order, as Attolico assured me, "to be able to take in due time 
the necessary measures on the French frontier." 

BERLIN, August 27, 1938. 
N.B. I answered Ambassador Attolico in the same way as I had 

answered his previous demarche,86 that I could not give him a date, 
but in any case Mussolini would be the first to be informed of any 
possible decision. Berlin, September 2, 1938 • 

.No. 402 
840/198912-18 

The German Minister in Hungary ( Erdm,annadorfl) to the Stat6 
Secretary (Weizsiiclcer) 

SECRET BUDAPEST, August 29, 1938. 
DEAR HERR VON WEIZSACKER: I would like to give you the follow

ing information about the conversations I had with the Regent and 
the individual Ministers on my way back from the visit to Germany. 

The Prime Minister told me that on the way from the Charlotten
burger Schloss to the Lehrter Station he had told the Reich Foreign 
Minister that he felt it his duty as a friend of Germany to say
for the fourth time-that he was firmly convinced that France would. 
attack us in the event of a German-Czech conflict. . The Reich 
Minister had again expressed his opinion to the contrary. 

The Regent who, together with Mme. Horthy, spoke with en
thusiasm of the impressions received on his visit to Germany,"Said 
to me that the extraordinary' situation had arisen that he, who for · 
years had desired nothing more ardently than a speedy realization 
of Hungarian revisionist aims, was now forced to sound a warning 
note owing to the international political situation. 

• Nuremberg document 2792-PS. 
" See document No. 384, p. 611. 

'197,U-'$-wl. D--47 
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M. Kanya thought that the Hungarians would fight even if the 
ch~~:nces of success were only 60-70 percent. But they could not be 
expected to commit suicide. 

There was little time for political discussions at Karinhall; one 
took place during a hunting expedition between the Regent and 
Field Marshal Goring, who had a few minutes' private conversation 
with M. Imredy after dinner. 

Speaking of this talk, the Regent and the Hungarian Minister 
told me that the· former had said that it was urgently desirable 
that a possible armed quarrel with Czechoslovakia should be post· 
poned until the spring at least, in view of the present weakness of 
the Hungarian Army, which was due to the fact that the creation 
of new formations within the framework of the rearmament pro
gram was only beginning. Field Marshal Goring showed full under· 
standing for this point of view and declared that no date had as 
yet been fixed. He would also welcome postponement from the Ger
man point of view and would use his influence toward this end. 
The Hungarians have, initially, accepted this statement with much 
relief but are under no great illusions in the matter. 

The Field Marshal, too, was of the opinion that, in the event of 
a German-Czech war, Hungary would onli take up arms after 
Yugoslavia's attitude had been clarified, although he was confident 
that .Stoyadinovich would remain neutral. A quarter of an hour 
after our departure on the evening of the 26th he-Goring-had gone 
by rail to a place in the neighBorhood of Munich in order to meet 
one of Stoyadinovich's agents as arranged by the Consul General, 
Neuhausen. He also intended to establish contact with Prince Regent 
Paul. He promised the Hungarians to inform them as soon as he 
had clarified Yugoslavia's attitude in event of a conflict. However, 
M. Kanya hardly believes that Stoyadinovich will give a definite 
answer. People here are much more inclined to think that the atti
tud~ of France and Great Britain will be decisive for Yugoslavia. 
Mussolini's assu.rance that he would not permit a Yugoslav attack 
on Hungary, given during the last visit of the Hungarian Ministers 
to Rome, is not considered very significant here as the Italians would 
then presumably have their main body of troops tied up on the 
French frontier, and an Italian offensive against Yugoslavia would 
soon be held up in the impassable country in the Karst mountains. 

The Prime Minister promised to grant the wish of the Field Mar
shal for the erection of a German D/F station in Hungary to give 
better navigation facilities to German aircraft in the event of their 
operating over Czech territory, and also the request to accord land-

. ing facilities and assistance to any German aircraft driven from 
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Czech territory. When the Field Marshal asked why the Hungarians 
had recently ordered Italian and not German aircraft, M. Imredy 
a'lSwered that he in his capacity of Minister of Commerce would 
have welcomed the idea of purchasing more war materials from 
Germany in order to reduce the balance of Hungarian exports, which 
was far too high. But in contrast to the Italians we had not wanted 
to issue any licenses and had also shown much less consideration in 
other matters. Field Marshal Goring then inquired of the Prime 
Minister whether Hungary was in a position to help us out with 
petrol in case ·a possible conflict lasted for any length of time. 
Hungary hopes that her new oil deposits discovered during the last 
few months will suffice for her own needs from next year onward. 

Von Ratz, the Minister for War, who_elaborated in more detail 
Hungary's complaints about Germany's lack of cooperation in re
gard to the question of deliveries of war material, also said to me 
that the Hungarian Army would gladly take up arms as soon as 
possible after the possible outbreak of a German-Czech conflict, but 
that the exact moment was dependent upon the attitude ·of Yugo
slavia. He intends to t>end the Chief of the General Staff to Berlin 
to take part in military discussions in the near future. 

M. Imredy said also that the Hungarian Government was in a 
difficult position because, out of consideration for us alone, . they 
wished if possible to avoid the impression that the considerable 
speeding up of deliveries of war materials from Hungarian factories, . 
now to be-inaugurated here, was the result of the visit to Germany. 

M. Kanya referred particularly to the Vollcischer Beobachter'a 
report on the Prime Minister's interview on the well-known Bled 
communique.87 Minister Szt6jay told me that Kanya was somewhat 
annoyed because the Fiihrer and Field Marshal Goring had had no 
political talks with him. He had considered that, when all was . 
said and done, he and not the Prime Minister was the authority for 
Hungarian foreign policy. . · 

Reich Ministers Darre and Frick have postponed their visits to 
Hungary. The Field Marshal has issued an invitation to the Regent 
to come to Rominten between the 15th and the 25th to shoot elk. 
The Regent intends to fly there in the Field.Marshal's own aircraft 
and remain in East Prussia for a couple of days only. He ex· 
pressed his particular satisfaction with the attnosphere of confidence 
which existed between him, the Fuhrer, Field Marshal Goring, and 
Reich Minister Hess, and has personally invited Obergruppenfuhrer 
Lorenz to come to· Hungary to discuss German questions; Prime 
Minister Imredy has similarly invited State Secretary Brinkmann 
to discuss economic questions. · 

• See footnote 44, p. 610. 
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In conclusion, it is worth mentioning that the Regent told me that 
care would be taken that the Czech troops of Hungarian nationality, 
who would presumably be sent to the German frontier, did not, 
should the occasion arise, fire on German soldiers. 

I am sending a copy of this report to W oermann, as I am taking 
into account the fact that you may be separated in' view of the 
Stuttgart Rally. 

Kindest regards and Heil Hitler! 
ERDMANNSDORFF 

No. 403 
2369/494:885--90 

The German Amba8sador in the Soviet Unum (Schulenburg) to the 
Under State Secretary in the German Foreign Ministry (Woer
mann) 

Mosi.JOw, August 29, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5790) 

MY DEAR HERR WoERMANN : With reference to my telegram No. 
167 of the 27th of this month,88 I should like to inform you of the 
following regarding my second conversation with M. Litvinov: 

When I made the remark that Poland and Rumania would hardly 
permit the passage of Soviet troops, M. Litvinov replied that 
Rumania was deeply worried .about the future; she feared that it 
would be her turn when Germany had finished with Czechoslovakia. 
I could not avoid the impression that M. Litvinov, with his remark 
on Rumanian anxiety, wished· to give me the impression that it 
might be by no means impossible that Rumania would permit the 
passage of Soviet troops. I still doubt that the King of Rumania 
will ever permit Soviet troops to enter his country. But, of course, 
M. Litvinov likes to give others false impressions as much as he can. 

Enclosed I am sending you two memoranda. The one concerns 
a conversation between Counselor of Embassy von Tippelskirch and 
his Italian colleague; the other, Herr von Herwarth's 89 conversations 
with a number of young diplomats here. These conversations offer 
nothing essentially new but many quite interesting details, among 
others the statement by a British diplomat that the Rumanian 
Government had officially informed the British Government that 
theY. would not permit the transit of Soviet troops through Rumania. 
I also consider noteworthy the statement by a French diplomat who 
maintained, just as M. Litvinov did, that Czechoslovakia could never 

• See document No. 897, p. 632. . 
• Herwartb von Bittenfeld, one of the Secretaries of the German Embassy. 
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provoke Germany; that was out of the question in the case of a small 
state vis-a-vis a great power. 

We shall meet in Nuremberg at the latest. Meanwhile I send you 
my best regards. With Heil Hitler I 

I am, my dear Herr W oermann, 
Sincerely yours, F. W. Sc~NBURG 

For the Ambassador. 

[Enclosure 1) 

MEMORANDUM 

Mosoow, August 16, 1938. 
(Pol. IV o790/38) 

Berardis, the Italian Charge d'Affaires here, called on me today 
to discuss some political questions with ine. He brought up among 
others the question of Czechoslovakia. In this connection he said 
he wished to tell me that Chollerton, for many years correspondent 
for the Daily Telegraph here, and well known for his close relations 
with the French and British Embassies, had expressed to him his 
conviction that, in the event of an armed conflict between Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, France would come to the assistance of Czecho
slovakia, and Great Britain would back France. Signor Berardis 
added that Marchetti, the Greek Minister here, who was on very 
friendly terms with the French Ambassador here, had told him that 
France would unquestionably come to the assistance of Czecho
slovakia. Marchet~i had also mentioned that an attempt was being 
made on the Soviet side to arrive at an extension of the Franco
Soviet Mutual Assistance Pact to include military contingencies. 

Berardis told me fin~.lly that not long ago he had had a conve111a
tion with Fierlinger, the Czechoslovak Minister here, in the c~mrse 
of which the latter had assured him in excited tones that Czecho
slovakia would defend herself to the last man if attacked by Ger
many. 

I replied to some questions by Berardis on the lines of the circular 
instruction by the Reich Minister.s&a 

VON 1'nT~KmCH ,. 
•• Presumably that of August 8, document No. 882, p. 529. 
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[Enclosure 2] 

MEMoRANDUM 

Moscow, August 29, 1938 . 
. On Sunday, August 28, 1938, Reuter and Havas representatives 

spoke to me about the Tass report from Prague which had appeared 
in the Soviet press, according to which the German representatives 
in London, Warsaw, Bucharest, Belgrade, and other places had, on 
official instructions, announced that, in the event of further .delay 
in solving the Sudeten German problem, Germany would have to 
take active steps. They asked me whether the Ambassador, Count 
Schulenburg, had also made such a demarche. I replied in the nega· 
tive, and pointed out that the People's Commissar, Litvinov, had 
likewise given a dementi to an American journalist. I was not aware 
of alleged demarches by German representatives in a number of 
other capitals. 

A French Secretary of Legation, who was also present, stated to me 
later that, according to their information received from the Rumanian 
Government, the German Minister had in fact made such a demarche. 
He wished to tell me quite frankly that the situation was very 
serious. France had given Czechoslovakia her word and would keep 
it. It was indisputable and unalterable that France would at once 
intervene in the event of a German-Czechoslovak war. It was 
equally certain that Great Britain would stand by the side of France. 
To my objection that France w.ould surely not attack Germany in 
the event of a conflict arising from provocation by Czechoslovakia, 
the French Secretary of Legation replied that that was an entirely 
useless, but all the more dangerous jeu de mots. It was out of the 
question that little Czechoslovakia could ever provoke powerful Ger
many. He then repeated once more that we should not indulge in 
illusions, for France would, under any circumstances, come to the 
assistance of Czechoslovakia in case of war. Neither could authori
tative personages in Berlin delude themselves, for some 10 days 
ago General Vuillemin had stated France~s above-mentioned attitude 
frankly to Field Marshal Goring. 

A British Secretary of Legation, who on former occasions had 
frequently emphasized that France would intervene in any case in 
the event of a German-Czechoslovak war and that Great Britain 
would just as surely 'follow, again expressed the same opinion, and 
added_ that Sir John Simon's recent statements90 should not be 
interpreted in any other way. If it came to war between Germany, 

• Presumably Sir John Simon's speech at Lanark on August 27, In which, 
while emphasizing British efforts for peace, be reaffirmed Mr. Chamberlain's 
liltatement ot March 24. See document No. 436, p. 704. 
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France, and Britain, the only ones to benefit would be the Soviets. 
In the event of war the Soviet Union would expose herself as little 
as possible. To my question. as to whether there was not the 
possibility for the Soviets to send troops through Rumania, he repli~ 
that the Rumanian Government had officially informed them that 
they would never permit the transit of Soviet troops. : 

As I pointed out in the course of the conversation_ that, after all, 
Great Britain would not wage war against us in order to hinder 
3¥2 million Germans in the exercise of their right of self-determina
tion, he objected that unfortunately German claims in the Czecho
slovak question had never been precisely formulated. When o~e 
concession was .made to us we always demanded fresh concessionS. 
Germany had always evaded a concrete statement of her demands. 

The Hungarian Charge d'Affaires111 asked me whether· the Am
bassador, Count Schulenburg, had made a demarche with Litvinov 
in the Czechoslovak matter. He had received a corresponding in
quiry from Budapest. I replied in the negative. 

VON HERW ARTB 

No. 404 
2369/4948411-46 

CircUlar Telegram From the German Foreign Ministry to 
German Missiom Abroad 

To 
all European Posts 

and 

Telegram 

the Embassies at Ankara 
Washington 
Tokyo 
Rio de Janeiro 
Buenos Aires 
Santiago 

the Legations at Montevideo 
La Paz 
Lima 
Quito 
Bogota 

• Dr. l. Mih4lkovlcs. 

BERLIN, August 29, 1938. 
( ~o. Pol. IV 5660) 

(Pol. IV 5732) 
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Guatemala 
Mexico 
Havana 

the Consulate at Geneva; 

For information. 
The rumor has cropped up in the foreign press, as well as in cer

tain political circles abroad, that the Reich Government has recently 
undertaken de'11141'Che~ regarding the Sudeten German question with 
the Great Powers and also, among other places, in Bucharest and 
Belgrade. This rumor is devoid of any foundation. Moreover, as 
far as London is concerned, it has already been denied by Reuter. 
If the rumor should arise in your country, please counter it, as 
has been done here, in the manner which appears most suitable. For 
the rest, the circulation of the rumor might be connected with the 
instruction of August 3, Pol. I 1710 g,12 with which you are ac-
quin~ · 

No. 405 
139/125589--80 

T'M German Ambassador in France (Welcuck) to the German 
Foreign Mini8try 

Telegram 

No. 416 of August 29 PARI8, August 29, 1938. 
Received August 29, 1938-11 :30 p.m. 

During the last few days an ever increasing uneasiness about the 
alleged warlike intentions of Germany and the danger of an immi· 
nent European war has been apparent in political circles and among 
the population. It is certain that the desire to avoid ar. clash still 
exists.J but reports here are unanimous in declaring that the possi
bility of becoming involved in a war occupies people's minds in an 
increasing degree. The fact that Germany has no intention of 
attacking France is discounted, and it is made to seem as though 
German behavior in the Czechoslovak question is the criterion for 

. Germany's belligerent or peaceful intentions. In the latest .develop
ment both the country and the press show the greatest reserve which, 
as far as "the press is concerned, can doubtless be traced to instruc
tions-from official quarters. The tone adopted toward Germany is 
decided, but avoids all signs of aggressiveness. When German per· 
S<>nages and sportsmen are received, as well as in the handling of our 

• See doeument No. 332, p. 529. 
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interests and wishes by official quarters, studied courtesy and greatest 
consideration are shown, which betrays the wish to give us no 
grounds for complaint. 

In addition, it is felt here that the Spanish question, as well as the 
Czechoslovak question, has become one of the acute dangers to peace. 
The idea has gained ground here that both these questions, due par
ticularly to British influence, are more and more ceasing to be causes 
for war and becoming pretexts for war, and that the question of the 
disagreement with the authoritarian states and the halting of their 
drive for expansion begins to overshadow all others. People here do 
not believe that Germany will be saturated after settlement . of the 
Czech question. Similarly, doubts have been· expressed here recently 
as to wheth~r Italy is not pursuing territorial and political aims in 
connection with the settlement of the Spanish conflict. The idea is 
therefore gaining ground that a conflict with Germany or Italy, or 
alternatively with both, has already entered the initial stages of 
its development. The significance generally ascribed to this point of 
view is shown by the fact that difficulties in domestic policy caused 
by Daladier's speech of August 21 have not culminated in .the grave 
development expected, owing to Blum's reserved and compliant atti
tude whic4 can be ascribed to the international situation. 

In order to influence the trend of opinion here and clarify our 
position we should, in our defense, emphasize more than hitherto 
that the Czech problem and a European war are not indissolubly 
bound together; and that the interrelation of these two ideas is only 
upheld by France and, as I would here point out, under strong 
pressure from Great Britain. We should also place more emphasis 
on our. understanding for France's vital interests and our willing
J\ess'to assist in protecting them. We could not, however, include the 
Czech question in this category, as this was rather a Central Euro
pean ~!ttter, subject to its own laws, and one of Germany's' vital 
interests. · · 

WELCZECK 
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No. 406 
139/125597 

The ·(Jerman Charge d'Af!ol,res in Oeechosl()'l)akia, (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign M inist'T"!J · 

Tel~gram 

No. 314: of August 30 PRAGUE, August 30, 1938-5:30 p.m. 
Received August 30, 1938--7:15 p.m. 

Learn the following from a hitherto generally reliable agent, who 
occasionally has access to documents of Foreign Ministry here: 

Fresh talks in Bucharest are said to be taking place at pre~ent 
between Czech and Rumanian Governments on passage of' Soviet 
Russian troops in event of German-Czechoslovak war. It looks as 
though Rumania would permit transit of, at most, 100,000 Soviet 
soldiers in civilian clothes should .Poland agree to this. In addition, 
the ·transport of Czech refugees, especially women and children, 
from a possible Czechoslovak theater of war, through Rumania to 
the neighborhood of Kiev, is said to be under discussion here. 

' . HENCKE 

No. 407 
139/1251'199-600 

The German Charge tl'Af!ol,res in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
. German Foreign M inist'T"!J 

Telegram-

TOP SECRET PRAGUE, August 30, 1938--10:40 p.m. 
No. 316 of August 30 R~ived August 31, 1938--12:45 a.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 312 of the- 29th.93 

1. Today the President handed a memorandum with proposals to 
Sudeten German Party delegates Kundt and Sebekovsky. Accord
ing to information from K. H. Frank, memorandum contains pro
posal for a solution based on offer already known, as well as settle~ 
ment of problems of self-administration within the framework of 
district constitution [ Gawverfassung]. Details to be worked out by 
a commission on a parity _basis. In his verbal explanations Bene.S 
had_ observed that his proposals would mean the start of the· fulfill
ment in practice of Konrad Henlein's eight Karlsbad demand~. He 
could not, however, be expected in the meantime to explain this f~ct 
openly to the Czechoslovak people. · 

According to infor~ation from Kundt, Benes further said that 
he would not obj~t if the Sudeten German Party for its part pub· 

. I . . 

• Not printed. 
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licly announced that eight Karlsbad -uemands would be fulfilled. 
He would ensure that Czechoslovak press reaction to such statements 
would not be biased. He now expected a clear "yes" or "no" from 
the Sudeten German Party. President gave Kundt impression of 
greater assurance. _ , 

Though Frank described proposals as being comparatively far 
reaching, they were as unsatisfactory. as before. However, it was 
his opinion that they could not be rejected out of hand. Kundt 
further evaluated the proposals by expressing the opinion that their 
realization could in actual fact mean the fulfillment of the eight 
Karlsbad demands. 

President asked to have Sudeten German Party opiilion by Friday. 
He then intends, in agreement with the Sudeten German. Party 
delegates, to have the finally formulated proposals presented to 
them by the Government. Benes intimated that he also wished to 
state. his opinion of the proposals in public. The text of Benes' 
statements follows by courier. . , , 

2. The meeting arranged between Henlein and Frank and Ashton-· 
Gwatkin in Marienbad did not take place today, as reply awaited 
from London not yet to hand. Conference contemplated for to-
morrow. , 

3. According to Frank, Sudeten German Party has increasing im• 
pression of close collaboration [Zwammenspiel] between President 
and Lord Runciman. 

HENCKE 

No. 408 
337/197296 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th.J{ordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 395 of August 30 LoNDON, August 30, 1938. 
Received August ;n, 1938-9 :40 a.m. 

Hear from best British source that Czech Government proposals 
discussed in today's Cabinet meeting. Unanimous opinion of Cabinet 
members that proposals correspond largely to the Karlsbad demands 
and constitute a basis for promising negotiations. 

In addition to the proposals Czech Government have intimated 
that they are prepared to discuss their political ties with Soviet 
Russia. 
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The Cabinet is of opinion that a rejection of the Czech proposals 
by Sudeten German Party would mean that Henlein was putting 
forward demands exceeding his previous ones. 

Runciman has had no hand in the drafting of the Czech proposals 
and has avoided expressing any opinion on them. 

British Government intend to addres<; an. urgent appeal to the 
German Governm.ent to cooperate. Ambassador Henderson leaves for 
Berlin tomorrow. 

French Ambassador Corbain [sic] was expected back today. In 
this connection Foreign Office statement was given out at pres<; con
fere_nce that British Government are accustomed to closest coopera
tion with French Government and de5ire to establish a common 
policy. 

TH. KotmT 

No. 409 
M0/1989K-Otl 

Nerrwrandum by the State Secretary (Weiz8iicker) for the 
Foreign Ministerna 

BT.BICI'LY SECRET (AUGUST 30, 1938.) 
Tm: POLITICAL SITUATION AT TH1!: EI~~""D OF AUGUST 1938 

Germany is keyed up for war with Czechoslovakia and is com
pletely prepared for it. These preparations are widely known 
abroad. From the middle of September further preparations (troop 
concentrations) will take place which will likewise not be concealed 
from other countries. There is no question, therefore, of an element 
of surprise. · 

Though at the present moment Hungary shuns war, she does not 
wish to stand aside provided she can be certain of not having to 
fight on three fronts. Hungary's readiness for war is thus con
ditionaL 

At present Italy is showing no signs of misgiving about a German
Czech conflict, as 1Iussolini appears to believe that the conflict can 
be localized. In case of the war developing into a European conflict 
no Italian obligations of alliance exist on paper, but 1Iussolini has 
.made public declarations of solidarity. It is not quite certain 
·how much these declarations are worth; Italy seems at present 
neither to desire a European war nor entirely to shun one. 

-This document is preceded in the file by a minute from Welzsacker to Ribben
trop which reads: "'Instead of a verbal report on my appreciation of the political 
situation. I beg to forward the attached short memorandum ••. " Although the 
document printed here does not bear tbe reference given In the covering note 
(SL Sf..!S/88 g. Rs, frame number 198900), it is clearly the memorandum re
ferred to. 
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Czechoslovakia is playing for high stakes and would not avoid 
a war, in view of her confidence in receiving assistance from outside. 

Great'Britain and France wish to prevent war as far as they can; 
nevertheless they are not ready for the decision to sacrifice their 
friendship for Czechoslovakia in order to keep the peace. . 

Poland is on the alert and wants to keep all roads open :lor her
self. At present Poland is not attempting any official approach 
to Germany.* The only certainty is that, in event of war, Poland 
will not permit the Russians to set foot in their country. 

The coming weeks will raise the Czech problem from a localized 
to a European crisis. The attitudes of the European Great Powers 
in their diplomatic and military facets will then be demonstrated 
in a clearer fashion than hitherto. There will· then no longer be 
any doubt that if Germany invade.s Czechoslovakia she will have 
the Western Powers as her enemies. In this situation the leaders of 
German policy must, in my opinion, revise their plans. If they do 
not do so, the war-shortly after the German action-would develop 
into a European one. This war would sooner or later end 1n a 
German capitulation. The coalition of the Western Powers can, if it 
will, decide the war against Germany without any great bloodshed 
by the mere employment of siege tactics. The consequences of such 
a defeat for Adolf Hitler's reconstruction work are obvious. 

However, there is no need for us to sacrifice the fruits of our 
previous Czech policy if we change our warlike tactics. What can 
be achieved at present can be obtained by negotiation on the exist
ing basis, whereby reduction of our military preparations would 
lead pari paaru to a change of policy by the opposite side. 

Whether there will be opportunity and indeed necessity to take 
military action against the Czechs later on, depends on whether the 
Czechs, as is expected, will oppress the Sudeten Germans further, 
forfeit British and French help, and expose their flanks to a 
German surprise attack. Meanwhile it would be advisable to tighten 
more and more the German economic screw on the Czechs. · 

• No Information yet about .recent conversations of the Polish Ambassador and 
a message from Minister Beck to Field Marshal Goring. [Footnote In· the 
original.] · 
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No.410 
140/198917-21 

Jlinute by t'M Head of t'M Foreign Affairs Ctnnmittu of t'M Danzig 
8enats (Bottcher) for the German Foreign Nini8try 

MnroT:E 

D..u..~o, August 31,1938. 
[Note in ~neil:] Passed to RlL RM is of opinion that a certain 

intimidation of the other side also has its advantages. 
W[EIZS.i.c:u:a]. september 5. 

Dui.ing a Netherlands evening party given by Nederbragt, th~ 
president of the Harbor Board, Profes.sOr Burckhardt,H the High 
CommifSioner, gave me some information about·a talk with Gauleiter 
Fo~r, from which he was still feeling the shock and which seemed 
to me to be so important that I requested him to pass it on to 
President Greiser11 immediately. 

Accordingly, Professor Burckhardt had a meeting with President 
Greiser in my presence at the latter's house at 11:30 p.m . 

. M. Burckhardt said that he and his wife, together with Minister 
Chodacki, the Polish Diplomatic Representative, were invited to the 
house of Gauleiter Forster and his wife this afternoon. M. Chodacki 
was absent on account of indisposition but Herr Schifer, the bank 
president, was there. . 

M. Burckhardt was horrified at what the Gauleiter had said, the 
way in which he had said it, and the fact that he had spoken of 
such a matter at the tea table. 

The Gauleiter first of all remarked that he was sorry that Minister 
Chodacki was not there, otherwise he would have had a wonderful 
opportunity of sounding him on all the Polish plans regarding the 
Sudeten German con.ftict and of getting everything out of him. 

The Gauleiter then spoke his mind freely about the Sudeten Ger
man con.ftict. He stated that Germany would settle the Sudeten 
German question in the autumn. There would not be much time 
wasted, but matters would be settled by brute force. For a start, 
1,000 1Lircraft would be sent over Prague, which would be razed 
to the ground. Poland would be on Germany's side. At the carv
ing up of Czechoslovakia she would receive her share, with which 
she would be content. Great Britain was still too weak to take 
action against Germany. But even if Great Britain took part, which 
was BOt anticipated, there was no doubt that Germany would win 

• Professor Karl Burclt.h.udt, the League of Nations Wgb Commissioner lD 
Danaig, was a Swi.ss. 

• Presldeot of tbe Da.uig Senate. 
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the war. 1Ve had lost the world war through treachery; in this 
coming war that was out of the question. Should treachery be 
attempted, one man in every ten would be shot out of hand, so that 
events such as happened in 1918 could not occur again. Besides, 
in 1914: the enemy had wanted war and we had lost it. This time 
we wanted it and would therefore win it. The Gauleiter knew 
the Fuhrer's most secret thoughts, he even had access to. his bedroom 
at all times. 

The High Commissioner went on to say that after tea at the 
Gauleiter's he had hardly been able to pacify his wife, who talked 
about taking her children to safety in Geneva at once. The Gauleiter 
evidently forgot completely that he, Burckhardt, was a foreigner 
after all, and such talk was bound to cause him extreme embarrass~ 
ment also from a moral point of view. Finally, if Motta98 or Lord 
Halifax were to ask him what he thought about the situation, he 
would be forced to divulge part of his information in the interests 
of his country and for the sake of peace, for which he worked 
continuously. 

He could not believe that the Fiihrer really intended to do what 
the Gauleiter had sa1d. But then if only 20 percent of what he had 
said were true, the rest was still bad enough. The atrocity stories 
which had been related about the Germans during the World War 
'would then become true, to the horror of the whole world. Apart 
from that, the Gauleiter was wrong about Poland as well as about 
Great Britain. P<>land would remain neutral, at all events until she 
saw which way the scale was tipping. The Gauleiter presumably 
forgot completely that Beck had staged the occupation of the Wester~ 
platte,9aa and that when the Rhineland was reoccupied Beck had 
declared to France that he would fight on France's side. He only 
made a temporary change in his policy when France did not declare 
war. But Great Britain, who, during the World War, had been 
reproached with not having stated clearly beforehand that she would. 
fight on France's side, could not be similarly reproached today. Cer
tainly Great Britain did not want war, neither was she· conducting 
a campaign against Germany in favor of the Czechs, but she had 
repeatedly stated quite clearly, all sentiment apart, on whose side 
she would and must come in. And there was no doubt at all that 
America was on Great Britain's side. · 

• Dr. Giuseppe Motta was head of the Political Department of the Swiss 
Federal Council (Foreign Minister). In 1937 he bad been President of the 
Swiss Republic . 

... In March 1933 the Poles had Increased the sl.ze of the guard on their ammu
nition depot on the Westerplatte peninsula beyond the numbers permitted by the 
declsion of the League of Nations Council In 1925, and wlthoUt reference to the 
League. 
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The Gauleiter's statements were extraordinarily na'ive. He had, for 
instance, told him that the reason he had not gone to the Baltic 
States wa.s because he would certainly be asked there what Ger
many's intentions were. But he could not tell lies and had there
fore preferred not to undertake his journey at all. The Gauleiter 
had told him, Burckhardt, furthermore, that the Fuhrer had made 
Germany secure from any attack in the West. When Burckhardt 
asked him whether he knew definitely that the attack would come 
from the West-it could, for instance, equally well come from the 
South-he had replied: oh, he would have another look at the map 
about that. 

For the rest, he, Burckhardt, was shocked at the frankness with 
which the Gauleiter had spoken about plans which, according to 
him, contained the FUhrer's most secret opinions. 

President Greiser stated in the course of the conversation that 
the Gauleiter's statements were not to be taken so seriously. How
ever, as he had spoken to Professor Burckhardt about these ques
tions, he could explain tQ him that he knew, of course, that all the 
German Ministers were against armed hostilities on account of the 
Sudeten German question. Count Schwerin-Krosigk, the German 
Minister of Finance, had confirmed this to him only a few days ago; 
and that Goring, the Prime Minister, had expressly emphasized 
that he desired a peaceful settlement of this conflict. 

Burckhardt then said that if Motta or Lord Halifax now asked 
him in Geneva for his opinion he would rep~y ·that he certainly 
regarded the position as extremely grave; although he did not know 
the Fuhrer's view, lie knew that high-ranking German leaders, 
possessing authoritative influence, definitely wished for a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict. 

VIKTOR BOT:rcuER 

No. 411 
2869/494:891-92 

llle'IMrandum by a Secretary of the German Embassy in the Soviet 
Union ( H erwarth) 

[Note in pencil:] Received from Count Schulenburg on September 2. 

MEMORANDUM 

On the evening of August 30 the French Charge d' Afl'aires spoke 
to me about the Czechoslovak question. I took the opportunity of 
denying the rumors and reports of Reich Government demarches in 
the Czechoslovak question, particularly in Bucharest and Belgrade, 
by referring to my conversation on the same subject with another 
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member of the French Embassy a few days ago. The French 
Charge noted this with obvious satisfaction and said that it had 
really only been a question of talks which the German representatives 
had had with various Foreign Ministries in the normal course. The 
People's Commissariat for Foreign .Affairs had faithfully informed 
him about the conversations between Ambassador Count von der 
Schulenburg and People's Commissar Litvinov. From the resume 
given to him, it was clear that after his return from Germany Count 

. von der Schulenburg had been to see Litvinov and Potemkin and 
had taken the opportunity of talking over all current problems. 
I confirmed this on my part and pointed out that Litvinov had 
expressly denied to an American journalist that the Ambassador had 
approached him in any way about the Sudeten German question 
on behalf of the Reich Government. · 

· M. Payart emphasized that France had a treaty with Czecho
slovakia. There was no point in discussing whether this treaty was 
good or bad. It existed and France must keep her word, otherwise 
she would cease to be a Great Power. In case of war the Soviets 
would have the last laugh. Having no common frontier they had 
no need to expose themselves to any .great danger. As far . as 
possible they would assist the Czechs as much as lay within their 
power, namely, in the supply of war materials, primarily aircraft, 
and by sending technicians. The possibility of air attacks on East 
Prussia could not be excluded. He thought it improbable that the 
Soviets would bomb Berlin, as in such an event the losses in aircraft 
would be too great. 

When I remarked that the Soviets could not carry out an air 
attack on Konigsberg without having to fly over neutral territory, 
he said that the Soviets would not scruple to fl3 over neutral 
countries. 

In this connection I would like to mention the fact that a member 
of the Italian Embassy here told me that forty Soviet aircraft had 
flown to Czechoslovakia over Polish territory at a great height some 
time ago. This had been reported to him by an absolutely reliable 
informant. The Poles had noticed the flight· of the Soviet aircraft 
too late to take practical measures against it. 

Moscow, August 31, 1938. 
797884-t9-wl. U-t8 

HERWARTH 
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No. 412 
1941/435057 58 

1' he Ger·mwn M ininter in Yugoslavia (Heeren) to the 
German Foreign Mini8try 97 

No. Bled' 5 BLED, August 31, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 5763) 

Subject: Stoyadinovich's remarks. on the origin of the rumor about 
German demarches in Belgrade and Bucharest on the Sudeten 
German question. · 

During a talk about the progress of the Little Entente Conference 
in Bled, Stoyadinovich also mentioned the report published in the 
Prague Abendblatt of German demm·ches in Belgrade, B,ucharest, 
and Moscow in connection with the Sudeten German question. He 
thought he'llad reason to assume that this report had been inspired 
by the Czech Government, al\,.d was based on remarks which he and 
Comnen, the Rumanian Foreign Minister, had made to Krofta dur
ing the Bled Conference. He, Stoyadinovich, had in fact seized the 
opportunity during the discussion on the general political situation 
to indicate to Krofta the seriousness of the position as it seemed 
to him after his talks with me. He had told Krofta that he was 
convinced that there was no doubt of the Fuhrer's wish for peace. 
But, according to everything that he heard from Germany, it seemqtl 
to him. it would be a fatal error to believe that the negotiations 
with the Sudeten Germans could be prolonged indefinitely. He had 
the iinpression that Germany had made up her m.ind not to be led 
by the ;nose. These observations on his part had ol)-viously made a 
deep impression on Krofta, an impression which was considerably 
strengthened when Comnen added that he had been informed by 
Fabricius on exactly the same lines about the German attitude. 
These remarks made by him and Comnen to Krofta had been passed 
on in an exaggerated form the very same day by Krofta to the 
French Minister and the British Charge d'Affaires, who had im
mediately reported them to Paris and London. The French Minister 
had in addition complained to him because he had not let him 
know earlier of this particular conversation with me. As Stoyadi
novich then said to me, the question was raised in the course of the 
discussion on the Sudeten German question, whether Yugoslavia and 
Rumania would also look upon it as a casus foederis if German 
troops were to attack Czechoslovakia from Hungarian territory. 
Stoyadinovich then stated that this question obviously depended on 

" Copies of this despatch were sent out to the main European Missions, for 
confidential information, on September 7, 1988. 
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the attitude of Hungary in such an event; it would have to oo 
thoroughly examined in relation to the text of the conditions 'of 
the pact and from the military point of view. He must reserve 
an answer until this examination had been made. Comnen took the 
same view. I did not omit to point out to Stoyad.inovich that, accord· 
ing to the clear text of the pact, a casus foederis would in any 
case only arise in the event of an unprovoked Hungarian attack 
on Czechoslovakia. Stoyadinovich did not contradict me. 

VON HEEREN 

No. 413 
1613/386968-69 

The German Foreign Ministry. to the German Legatirin-in 
· Czechoslovakia 

B~, .August 31, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1893) 

In continuation of the instruction Pol. IV 4073-4338 of June 
28, 1938.98 

I transmit herewith a copy of a despatch of July 4 of this· year· 
from the Supreme Headquarters of the W ehrmacht on the subject 
of the .Austrian frontier agreement with .Czechoslovakia.98 

Please make the following communication to the Czechoslovak 
Government: . · 

With reference to the treaty of December 12, 1928, between the 
.Austrian Republic and the Czechoslovak Republic for the regulation 
of legal relations on the State frontier, the Reich Government does 
not regard itself as the legal successor of the .Austrian Government. 
The above-named frontier statute contains provisic;ms which in part 
depart from the German-Czechoslovak frontier treaty signed on 
November 17, 1937.1111 Hence, after the ratification of the· latter 
treaty, an irregular situation would be created on the German
Czechoslovak frontier, which would complicate the practical appli
cation of the provisions on the frontier by the German frontier 
authorities. 

The Reich. Hovernment find iheruselves obliged to request the 
Czech Government_.to abstain for the present from exercising the 
rights to which J;hey are entitled in virtue of article 56, paragraph 

• Not prlnted. 
• Actually signed November 13, 1987. 
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3.,1 of the .A.ustro-Czechoslovak frontier statute of December 12, 
1928. 

In what manner the relations on the former .A.ustro-Czechoslovak 
frontier can be adapted to those on the frontier between the German 
Reich as it was [Altreich] and Czechoslovakia must be reserved 
for later deliberation. The Reich Government reserve to themselves 
the right to approach the Czechoslovak Government with appropri· 
ate proposals at a suitable time. 

Please transmit for the -archives here a copy of the note verbale 
which is to be transmitted to the Czechoslovak Government. 

For the Minister: 
WoERHANN 

No. 414 
840/198907 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizslicker) for the Foreign Minuter 

SECRET BERLIN, August 31, 1938. 
S~ S. No. 29/38 g. Rs 

MINUTE 
The Italian Ambassador today asked for a personal interview 

with the Reich Minister or with the Fiihrer himself on instructions 
of his Goverru:ilent. It is obvious that the Italian Government are 
now beginning to interest themSelves more seriously in the Czecho
slovak problem. This was indicated already by the remark made by 
Attolico a week ago (on board the Patria) to the effect that if a 
crisis occurred, Italy would occupy her western Alpine front with 

. stronger forces in order to exercise a preventive influence on France.1 

.A.ttolico's personal view is that a speedy and frank discussion 
on mutual Jntentions and plall$ is necessary between the Axis 
Powers. His instructions presumably run on the same lines. 

Submitted to Reich Minister herewith. 

• ''The Oontraetlng States shall facilitate the use of adjacent laods for the 
maintenance and repair of frontier marks and shall for this purpose allow the 
officials of the other State access to their territory ••. " 

1 Cf. documents Nos. ~ and 401, pp. 611 and 65L · 
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No. 415 
F20/1U:·116 

Memorandum Transmitted by Prince Philip of H esse3 to· the Duce 

[Note in pencil:] Memorandum handed to the Duce by Prince Philip 
of Hesse in September 1938. . 

1) In spite of all the talk about peace, the fact can now no longer 
be ignored that certain international forces are attempting to weaken 
the authoritarian states and bring about their downfall at an appro
priate time. To this end Great Britain is draw~ng ever closer 
to France and is attempting above all to persuade the United States 
of North America as well to take an active part in these efforts 
under the slogan "defend the freedom of nations; fight the au
tocracies." Collaboration with Soviet Russia is directed toward 
the same object. ·n can hardly any longer be doubted that Great 
Britain is determined to get rid of one or other of the two totali
tarian nations as soon as she has completed her rearmament. 

The following facts stand in the way of an immediate realization 
of this plan: 

a) the Navy is at present inadequate to meet the needs of the 
British Empire in event of war, 

b) the weakness of air armament, especially antiaircraft, 
c) the weakness and unpreparedness of the Regular Army for 

use at the present time in a 1European theater of operation. (At 
present five divisions in process of being mechanized and one armored 
brigade.) ' 

As far as the Army [Navy!] is concerned, Great Britain will 
have caught up within threeto four years; as far as the Air Force 
is concerned, this can be effected within one to two years, and the 
same would be conceivable in respect of the Army. Great ~ritain 
is therefore trying to prevent or postpone at all costs any European 
conflict which might lead to a weakening of the whole position of 
the democratic powers. 

2) By virtue of its birth and formation, Czechoslovakia is from 
the start obliged to take sides with the democratic powers for 
better or for worse. 'In addition, she has a military alliance with 
Soviet Russia. The alliance with France is understandable for 
the first reason. Should Germany ever become involved in a.. war 
against France or Great Britain-whether on her own or with allies 
-Czechoslovakia would constitute one of those serious factors which, 
in certain circumstances, might be decisive for the outcome of such 

• Son-ln-law of the King of Italy and used as a special envoy between Hitler 
and Mussollnl. Tbe'document presumably represents a statement of the FUhrer's 
policy Intended for Mussollnl personally. · 
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a war. Pierre Cot, the former French Air .Minister, gave a clear 
definition in an article a few weeks ago of Czechoslovakia's role 
in the event of a war between Germany and the 'V estern Powers. 
Her primary service would be the destruction of the German war 
industry. A vast German industrial area of the greatest importance 
in war, namely, the chemical industry, is concentrated in large 
factories situated only a few minutes' flying distance from the 
Czech. frontier. 

3) It is in the interest of Germany t~ prevent this State from 
becoming a source of latent danger in the future through the abuse 
of 3~· million of our own citizens. The following demand must 
therefore be put forward: complete equality of status for nation
alities must be established. This struggle has been going on for 
years, though without any visible success. Czech Governments· in 
the past did not think it worth while to consider such wishes, even 
theoretically. For several years those in po!Ver in Czechoslovakia. 
have been afraid. of not being able to maintain this situation per
manently. After the Anschluss, Government circles in Prague 
wavered between a brusqu~ denial of all nationality demands and 
an os~sible acceptance of them. Last spring the German Govern
ment had hopes of easing the tense situation .by peaceful measures 
in certain circumstances. 

On May 21 the Czech Government (it is possible, however, that 
this was only the Czech militarists I) tried to exert pressure on the 
communal elections, no longer to be postponed in the Sudeten Ger- · 
man and other national areas, by garrisoning troops in the com
munities. To this end-in order to provide a reason for this type 
of mobilization-the assertion was spread that Germany was mobiliz
ing and was concentrating troops on the Czech frontier ready for 
invasion. This was a despicable lie trumped up from beginning 
to end. Unfortunately the German Government were at first unable 
to grasp all the implications of this rascally trick on the part of 
Dr. Benes. They did, on their part, declare at once that there was 
not one word of truth in these allegations. However, the world 
J>ress, inspired by Great Britain, rushed in and alleged that the 
lack Of action on the part of the German Government--:-natural 
because none was intended-was only a sign of a cowardly retreat 
before the strength ·of the Czech State and the intervention of the 
othe~ powers. There is no doubt that Germany suffered. a severe 
loss of prestige on account of this. Thereupon the Fiihrer took the 
immediate decision to make the necessary preparations and to act 
decisively in the face of any similar attempts or provocation in the 
future. As he did not feel he could involve Italy in difficulties 
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on this account, he organized all the military preparations himself, 
including those in the West. Up to the present the number of work
men, members of the ArbeitAdienst, engineers, and soldiers directly 
engaged on the western fortifications since May amounts to nearly 
600,000 men. · . 

4) The Fiihrer looks upon the cur~ent negotiations skeptically. 
The danger lies in the fact that the intention of the Czech Govern
ment and of the British to attempt to gain time can no longer be 
concealed either from the Germans or from the remaining nationali
ties iri Czechoslovakia. For, while the time is frittered away in 
discussion, the exact opposite to the declared aims is in fact taking 
place. 

As the shameless attitude of the Czech mob must not be taken · 
lying down if Germany does not wish to run· the risk of again being 
looked upon as weak, the only thing to do, in the interests also of 
our solidarity with those concerned, is to take up strong counter· 
action in the press from now on. This, however, is bound to bring 
about a tense situation. In these circumstances the Fiihrer judges 
the prospects of a peaceful settlement with increasing skepticism. 
He does not, in fact, wish to take the initiative himself, but will 
intervene immediately, in spite of all threats from Great Britain 
and France, even at the risk of war with both these Powers, should 
it-as already . remarked-come to fresh intolerable · provocation. 
He believes that if Italy were in a similar position she could not 
act otherwise, that Mussolini would not act otherwise, and that, 
above all else, to forego solving the Czech question would sooner 
or later entail dire consequences. And this not only for Germany 
but for both those great States whom Fate has now so closely bound 
together. · 

However, under these circumstances the FUhrer is unable to state 
any definite time because he does not know this himself. lie. has, 
nevertheless, bluntly told the British and French Ambassadors 
through Ribbentrop, the Foreign Minister, that if Czechoslovakia 
makes another move of provocation he will draw the obvious con
clusions. For the rest,. the FUhrer will explain his attitude in detail 
when he makes his big speech at the Party Rally. 

He expressed his sincere thanks to Mussolini for his attitude and 
can only repeat that he will remain at Italy's side-regardless of 
what may arise. 
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No. 416 
3t0/198922-2f 

Memorandum by the President of the Danzig Senate (Greuer) 

DAlizio, September 1, 1938. 
'.MEHORANDUK 

The minute of August 31 by Staattrrat Dr. Bottcher11 is correct in 
every paragraph. I have the following supplementary observations 
to make: 

During a consultation on the morning of August 31 with Gauleiter 
Forster, who asked me about the views of the Poles and the High 
Commissioner, I expressly emphasized that one had to be particularly 
cautious when meeting the High Commissioner. I did indeed regard 
the High Commissioner as a German in outlook, who was in par
ticular a friend of Danzig; nevertheless by virtue of his office and 
position he was under an obligation not only officially but also 
morally to Lord Halifax, the British Foreign Minister, in the 
latter's capacity as Cha.irman of the Committee of Three, and I had 
the impression that his British orientation was very strong. 

At a reception given by Dr. Nederbragt, the president of the 
Harbor Board, at his house in Zoppot on the evening of the same 
day Dr. Schaefer, the president of the Bank of Danzig, told me that 
he had attended the tea receptiQn at the Gauleiter's house in Wordel 
on the afternoon of the same day and was horrified at the way in 
which the Gauleiter had discussed the FUhrer's most secret inten
tions in front of Burckhardt, the High Commissioner, and the ladies 
who were present. .He was amazed in particular at the Gauleiter's 
disclosure that written pledges from the Polish Government to the 
Reich Government in the event of an occupation of Czechoslovakia 
are said to be in existence. Dr. Schaefer asked me whether Burck
hardt, the High Commissioner, could be sufficiently relied upon not 
to pass on such information, perhaps to the Poles. I emphasized 
that though Burckhardt was a· German. Swiss, he was a foreigner 
even so, and one could not rely on foreigners in such matters. 

During the conversation with :U. Burckhardt which took place 
at my house afterward, and which he, being in a state of agitation, 
wished to have with· me, :U. Burckhardt also informed me that his 
wife intended to take her children to Switzerland as quickly as 
possihle. Besides, among men it was possible perhaps to digest some 
difficult question or other more easily, but as the Gauleiter'' observa
tiolll:i had been made in the presence of his wife, he was in duty 

• Document No. 410, p: 664. 
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bound to draw attention to the fact that his wife was not a German 
Swiss and he could not for purely human reasons blame her if in 
her consternation and anguish she should now talk about them. 

My inquiry as to whether his wife would travel with him to. 
Geneva was answered in the affirmative, and whether she would . 
come into contact with non-German circles there was likewise an
swered in the affirmative. 

My question to M. Burckhardt as to whether he would reply 
honestly and frankly to his. own Federal President, M. Motta,8 if 
questioned, was likewise answered in the affirmative. He added that 
no one could blame him if at least by virtue of his Swiss nationality 
he was frank with his own Federal President. 

I further asked M. Burckhardt whether, eitheJ." voluntarily or on 
being questioned, he would inform Lord Halifax, whom he would 
of course be seeing at the present session of the League of Nations 
Assembly in Geneva. M. Burckhardt replied that he felt himself 
under a special obligation to Lord Halifax, not only as the British 
Foreign Minister who was pursuing a very reasonable policy, but 
also in particular as the President of the Council of Three for 
Danzig questions, and was bound in consequence of this feeling to 
speak and answer frankly and honestly when questioned. 

GREISER 

No. 417 
139/125632 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 820 of September 1 PRAGUE, September 1, 1988-8:84 p.m. 
Received September 1, 1938-1i p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 312 of August 29.7 

1) Previously arranged meeting between Konrad Henlein and 
K. H. Frank on the one hand and Ashton-Gwatkin on the other 
took place in Marienbad yesterday. Latter handed Konrad Henlein 
British Government's reply to inquiry reported in telegram No. 312. 
Counselor of Legation Rriicklmeier communicated text to Berlin. In 
course of conversation Konrad ·Henlein described Benes' latest pro
posals as inadequate in present form and expressed doubts, based on 
experience, as to trustworthiness of Benes and fairness of Czechoslo· 

'M. Motta was in fact no longer President, which office he had held for the 
year 1937. . 

'Not printed. 



676 DOCUllE.l\"TS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

vak Government. Further subject of conversation was Konrad Hen
lein's visit to Berchtesgaden which British Government desired, con
cerning which formal statements were exchanged. Text of these 
statements was handed by K. H. Frank to Counselor of Legation 
Briicklmeier for submission to Reich ~Iinister. Briicklmeier was in
formed of details of conversation by K. H. Frank direct. 

2) Conversation between Lord Runciman and Deputy Kundt took 
place on August 31. Kundt informed Lord Runciman of Sudeten 
German Party's views on Bene5' written proposnls;. 

3) Sudeten Germany Party delegation will tomorrow hand Pre8i
dent statement of attitude toward his proposnls in form of counter
draft, preliminary text of which Counselor of Legation Briicklmeier 
has taken to :Oerlin. 

EISENLOHR 

No. 418 
840/198927--80 

Tfte German Charge d'Affairea in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
State SecretarJI in the German Foreign Minist7"!J (Weizaacker) 

LoNOON, September 1, 1938. 
DEAR 1hRR VON. WEIZBACKER: From a thoroughly reliable source 

I have heard the following details about the deliberations of the 
British Government on the Czechoslovak question: 

The British Government yesterday received reports to the effect 
that the FUhrer intends to settle the Czechoslovak question by force. 
These reports originate primarily from Churchill, Vansittart, und 
Christie.8 Churchill pointed out yesterday in his talk with Lord 
Halifax that the British Government must act promptly and ener
getically if they still wish to prevent the outbreak of a war. As 
a means to this end he proposed the following: concentration of the 
Fleet in the North Sea with intrOduction of at least partial 
mobilization; warning to be issued simultaneously to Berlin against 
attempt to settle Czechoslovak question by force, together with a 
"fair o:ft'er'' in regard to the Sudeten German problem. I have not 
been able to ascertain further what in Churchill's opinion constitutes 
this "fair o:ft'er." In this connection it is interesting that Sir Robert 
Vansittart .holds the same view and understands by "fair offer" 
complete introduction of "home rule" for the Sudeten German 
minority. Group Captain Christie, an intimate friend of Van
sittart's, goes a step further in this directimi : he proposes a plebiscite 
in the Sudeten German area. 

• Group Captain M. G. Christie. See footnote 19, p. 404. 
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.According to my information, Lord Halifax. answered all three 
gentlemen in a similar way: first of.all, he thanked them for their 
information and stated that he had also received similar information 
from elsewhere. The British Government could indeed not believe 
that· the Fuhrer desired to pursue such a policy, which in all 
probability would lead to a world war. Nevertheless, in order to be 
prepared for every eventuality, they had put themselves in close 
touch with the Dominions. Besides this they were constantly ex
changing views with the French Government. Final decisions had 
not yet been made. Great Britain would, however, be ready when 
the decisive hour arrived. Everything depended on whether France 
considered it to be a casus foederis. He personally believed that 
France would regard it as incompatible with her honor to desert 
Czechoslovakia if her existence were threatened. 

Moreover, Lord Halifax gave Mr. Churchill clearly to understand 
that the British Government did not intend from now onward to 
open personal discussions with prominent members of the House of 
Commons. · -
· Th~ ab~ve information originates from a British personage who 

is friendly toward us. In the Foreign Office all non-German visitors 
are told frankly that this time Great Britain will not give way 
again as she did in the case of Italy. The policy of 193l> has had. 
the most serious consequences, and Great Britain must be resolved, 
if necessary by resorting to arms, together with her ally, to call a 
definite halt to the Germans. I did not expect any other attitude 
from the Foreign Office, where, apart from a few junior officials, 
we have no friends . 

.As the Embassy has already reported on various occasions, the 
Foreign Office stands in scarcely concealed opposition to Chamber
lain. This was expressed particularly clearly in the Spanish question 
in July of this year, when the Foreign Office, in intimate conjunction 
with the die-hards and the Left, tried to move Chamberlain to attack 
Franco on account of the bombardment of British ships. 

When I took leave of you, you particularly recommended me "to 
follow things as closely as possible." I do not believe that the 
British Government in conjunction with the French Government. 
have decided as yet what to do in the case of a German attack on 
Czechoslovakia. Naturally a large proportion of the press is already 
sounding the alarm. .Acting on the Reich Minister's warning con
tained in his instruction of .August 3 of this year,Sa I tried to separate 
the propaganda from the facts to the best of my ability. Never
theless, signs of storm are clearly recognizable. .As public opinion 

.. Document No. 332, p. 529. 
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in this country stands at present, the signs of hysteria which were 
apparent on May 20 and 21-I would like to say, reassuringly-are 
absent. In place of this a mood of grim resolution is gaining 
ground, which has always been the foundation of fateful decisions 
in British policy. The attacks on Chamberlain, which only a month 
ago threatened to affect seriously the position of the Prime Minister, 
are completely silenced. In their place the idea is taking possession 
of the broad masses of the people that: "if Chamberlain, who has 
expressed his wish for a settlement with Germany in such strong 
terms, cannot maintain the peace, then we can be sure that war is 
the only way out." The mood is reminiscent of that which pre· 
vailed immediately before the start of the Great War. At that time 
Sir Edward Carson, leader of the llister Conservatives, stated in 
the House of Commons that the Conservative Party wished to post
pone their resistance to the Asquith government's policy of "Home 
Rule," which had been planned on the basis of armed force if neces
sary, "so as to enable Great Britain to speak and act with the 
authority of a united nation." 

·Many thanks for your letter of the 24th of this month • which I will 
use as a guide to further conversations. Herr von Dirksen urgently 
requested me for information on events here. In anticipation of 
your agreement I have sent him a copy of my letter of the 23d of last 
month to together with enclosure. Should you for any reason wish 
that Herr von Dirksen should not make use of the contents of the 
letter, I should be grateful if you would instruct him accordingly. 
I have requested Herr von Dirksen to obtain your authorization 
if necessary. 

Kindest regards and Heil Hitler I 
Yours very sincerely, TH. KoRDT 

----
• Not printed. 
• Document No. 382, p. 605. 
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No. 419 
840/198908-10 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, September 1, 1938. 
St. S. No. 30/38 g. Rs. 

MINUTE 

The British Ambassador, who returned from London yesterday 
evening, left his other guests for a few minutes after dinner at his 
house in order to tell me the following: 

During the last few days in London he spoke to all those in 
authority and took part in the long Cabinet meeting on- August 30. 
He was therefore now well informed about his Government's atti
tude; nevertheless he had been given no specific orders. Naturally 
he would attach great importance to a personal talk with the Reich 
Foreign Minister, or even the Fiihrer himself, for the situation was 
serious enough to warrant that. He did not,.however, want to ask 
for an audience himself and in particular did not wish, by making 
an official visit to the Wilhelmstrasse, to give an opportunity to 
sensation-mongering journalists of making completely. erroneous 
statements that: London warns, or even alternatively, threatens in 
Berlin. Henderson would much prefer, if the Reich Minister could 
arrange it, to be received by him quietly somewhere today or to
morrow, in the country, for instance, in order that he, Henderson, 
could inform the Reich Minister direct what his impressions had 
been in London. 

Henderson described these impressions to me as follows: The 
British Government considers the next few days very important for 
the peaceful settlement of the Sudeten German question. Initial 
steps had already been taken in Prague toward this end and with the 
greatest energy. It was a question of forcing tlie unreliable Benes 
to make a comprehensive offer to Henlein and tying him down to a 
public statement, so that he could n() longer evade the issue. Hen
derson believes Benes will shortly be in this position. Henlein must 
then be counted upon not to turn down such an offer out of hand, 
should it not absolutely satisfy him. Cherries are not swallowed 
whole but eaten in two bites. The Fiihrer would render an in
estimable service if during the Party Rally he could smooth the 
way for a gradual procedure by a public statement. 
If Henlein did not accept a comprehensive offer from Benes, the 

situation would of course be serious. He, Henderson, discounted 
the idea of Germany's intention to use force. He did not believe in 
such a decision by the Fiihrer and had tried also to convey this 
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belief to the Cabinet. Some Cabinet members were, however, of the 
opinion that Germany intended war even so. Nevertheless he, the 
.Ambassador, as already stated, had not been instructed to use warn
ings or. threats. All that was necessary had been said. Further 
moves in this a:ft'air would be of another nature. He, Henderson, 
had found the British mood in the event of a solution by force to 
be more threate~g than the last time. In this connection the 
Ambassador mentioned the military measures which had been taken 
on land and the plans for naval maneuvers in the North Sea-

The whole trend of Henderson's remarks proved the closest rela
tionship of the British attitude to Runciman's activities, although 
Henderson only mentioned the R. Mission quite casually. Sir Nevile 
did not fail to make disapproving remarks about Bene5' methods. 

I ·do not consider my on questions and objections sufficiently 
important to be included here. I have reserved all other points for 
the conversation of the .Ambassador with the Reich Minister. 

Herewith submitted to the Reich Minister. 

No. 420 
139/125620-21 

The German Charge d'Affaires i1l the United States (Thomsen) to 
the German Foreign Miniatry 

Telegram 

WASHINGTON, September 1, 1938--3:50 p.m. 
No. 241 of September 1 Received September 2, 1938-2:50 a.m. 

1) By publishing information of a political and military nature 
from the whole of Europe, the .American press has in the last few 
days been busy proving that Germany is gradually approaching total 
isol_ation. This is backed up by reports about concentration of the 
British Fleet, French maneuvers and fleet movements, Italy's luke
warm attitude, and the increasing influence of Great Britain and 
France in the Balkans. Regarding Italy, a well-informed source 
in Rome reports that Italy will not fight against Western Powers 
for the sake of Sudeten Germans. If war breaks out, her attitude 

. will be decided by extent and duration of war and by the powers 
involved in it. At· present Italy is a neutral observer, the only 
difference being that she is Germany's friend. 
A~rding to statement of :Militazy Attache 11 no preparations for 

war being undertaken by American armed forces, neither have 

11 IL Gen. F. von BOtticher was German Mlllt:ary and Air AttacM ln Washlng· 
ton from 1933 till1941. 
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measures been taken up to now toward industrial and economic sup
port of Great Dritain. Four hundred aircraft ordered by Great 
Britain cannot be delivered before four to five months. From con
versation in General Staff,. Botticher has definite impression that 
America not urging for war, that understanding for Sudeten Ger· · 
mans' demands exists there, and that General Staff working along 
these lines. On the other hand, Botticher shares my opinion that 
leading political circles will urge war with Germany if Great 
Britain an(J -France become involved in such a war. Clearly recog
nizable that British Government have informed Americans about 
their plans to last detail through Kennedy, and requested on their 
part particulars of extent of Neutrality Law and (group missing) 
Acts. In general, public opinion is given the line that Germany 
alone will decide on war or peace and is therefore responsible for 
future events. 

Please pass this telegraphic report to W ehrmacht, as a report by 
·General Botticher. 

THOMSEN 

No. 421 
2410/511044-45 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in the United States (Thomsen) to 
the German Foreign Ministry· 

No. 1495 WASHINGTON, September 2, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6063) 

Subject: Attitude of Italy in event of an armed conflict arising from 
the Sudeten German question. 

A member of the Italian Embassy here has spoken as follows 
about Italy's attitude in the event of an armed conflict arising from 
the Sudeten German question: 

He considers it out of the question that Italy would take an active 
part in a war breaking out now. In his opinion th~ war is bound 
to be localized. Even if France, Great Britain, and Soviet Russia, 
too, were to take Czechoslovakia's part the war would still be 
localized and for the following reasons: · .. 

France could not penetrate into German territory on account of 
the Rhine fortifications and the well-known excellent antiaircraft 
organi~ation in Germany. On the other hand, neither could Ger
many penetrate into French territory on account of the Maginot · 
Line. Therefore no large-scale battles would be fought on Germany's 
western front, and the war there would be limited solely to infantry 
and air force operations. Great Britain would be unable to approach 
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German territory because the North Sea would be blocked by the 
German Navy. The war would therefore take place only in the East 
and would termina~ in a comparatively short time in the downfall 
of Czechoslovakia. After this it would be extremely difficult to 
explain to the French and British peoples the necessity of continuing 
the war against Germany, as Germany had no intention of attacking 
these two countries. The war would therefore be localized. 

But the situation would be otherwise if Italy joined the war on 
Germany's side. Such a war would then lead to a kind of "holy" 
war by the democracies against the totalitarian states and would 
start a world conflagration, in which the United States, too, would 
doubtless take a hand. Italy (and Germany with her) would run 
too great a risk in this case; for the Italian nation it would mean 
a fight for her existence in which £he chances of defeat were 90 
to 10. 

The Italian informant remarked that, in the event of war, Italy 
could be of much more use to Germany by supplying munitions and 
raw materials than by supplying military aid. Italy could likewise 
force the French, by constant threats and "saber rattling," to keep 
an army in readiness on the Franco-Italian frontier to protect her 
flank, which would relieve the pressure on the German front on the 
Rhine. 

The Italian informant, of course, described his statements as his 
personal opinions; even so, ~s manner was so precise that the 
assumption cannot be dismissed that these st~tements form the sub
sta~ce of an Italian order for guidance of speech. 

THOMSEN 

No. 422 
139/125615-1'1 

The Geiman Ambassador in France (W elczeck) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY UBGENT PARIS, September 2, 1938. 
No. 421 of September 1 Received September 2, 1938-12:50 a.m. 

Foreign Minister Bonnet asked me to call upon him today and 
requested me to convey the warmest thanks of the French Govern
ment to the FUhrer, Field Marshal Goring, and Reich Minister Rib
bentiop for cordial reception of General Vuillemin,12 which had 
made excellent impression here. 

• Ct. documents Nos. 239 and 885, pp. 484 and 612. 
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Turning to general situation, Bonnet sought to convince me that 
such bright spots in Franco-German relations were overshadowed 
by actions of Reich Government to an extent never previously en
countered. These actions caused gravest concern to the Western 
Powers, who were anxious to preserve peace, and certain nervous 
politicians, of whom he was not one, had considered taking analogous 
·measures. Happily, this idea was eliminated for the time being. 
After a repetition of the general peace talk which I have often heard 
from him, he added that he felt that we did not fully appreciate 
understanding attitude of the French Government and people toward 
Germany's problems and aspirations. There coul<l be no doubt" 
about the attitude of himself and Daladier. Apart from this, a fun
damental change of opinion had taken place reaching extensive sec
tions of the Left Wing parties within the last 2 years, and it was 
recognized more fully that a rigid adherence to the forms of the 
Versailles clauses and the treaties born of postwar nervousness 
formed the main impediments to an understanding with the New 
Germany, which, he said, was sincerely desired by at least 90 percent 
of the French people. This understanding attitude was shown among 
other things at the time of the Austrian Anschluss. However, pre
cautions must not be interpreted as weakness. He said in this con
nection that it had been hoped and desired that on the occasion of 
the Reich Party Rally, or some other occasion, a talk might be ar
ranged between the FUhrer and Herriot, whom he described as a 
convert. They had also hoped for a repetition of General Le Rond's 
very promising visit.13 Bonnet here made the remark that he himself, 
Daladier, and other members of the Cabinet were sincere admirers 
of the FUhrer, in spite of the loss to French prestige due to his policy. 
Without bloodshed FUhrer had prepared the way for grandiose· re
construction of Germany and carried this out in a fashion which no 
one would have believed possible before the Great War. But he was 
convinced that this work would find its logical culmination not in. 
war, which would mean final destruction of European culture and 
economy, including that of the victorious state, but in continued 
peaceful development by revision of the peace treaties and under
standing with France and Britain. Such a culmination would 
finally make the FUhrer the greatest statesman of the century. When 
this was done he, Bonnet, wished for nothing more ardently than to 
see the FUhrer in Paris as the guest of the French Government, 
where he would then find an enthusiastic reception. It was unthink
able that we should be willing to run the risk of a war, certain to 
last a long time, and which would undoubtedly develop into a world 

u Ct. document No. 289, p. 484. 
'19716'-"-49-901 • .u t9 
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war, if the same result could be achieved within a reasonable time 
by peaceful means as well. In the present situation he wanted to 
leave no room for doubt that France, and Britain at her side, were 
firmly resolved to hasten to the assistance of the Czechs if they were 
attacked by German troops or volunteers during the present negoti
ations. He would also give an assurance that in this case America 
would not stand aside, neither would Russia. In France and Britain 
however, he asserted, nothing was so ardently desired as peace. The 

· pressure being exerted on the Prague Government was much greater 
than was supposed. Even though he allowed Britain to take the lead 
here, the French influence was no less energetic and lasting. Hardly 
a day went by without his telephoning Prague. We could depend 
upon it that· Czechoslovak Government would be forced to accept 
Runciman's verdict, which, in all probability, would mean. the ful
fillment of 70, SO, or 90 percent of the Sudeten German demands. 

I answered Bonnet that I was convinced the only satisfactory solu
tion of the Czech question would be the integration of the Sudeten 
German areas within the Reich. Bonnet did not deny this. He re
plied that such integration would follow quite naturally upon the 
autohomy if we could wait. There was only one case in which France 

. must fight and that case was fully known to us. With our highly 
developed understanding for national honor we must realize too that 
France's honor was once and for all pledged to the Czechs by the 
solemn Treaty of Alliance. He who broke his word was without 
honor. No one could expect France to sacrifice her honor and thus 
humiliate herself. He implored us to spare France this and declared 
he would not force France, who was prepared to be friends with us 
and give fullest consideration to our interests, to take up arms against 
us. The aim of his policy, after satisfactory solution of the Sudeten 
German question, was to invite us to engage in negotiations of a 
general nature, in which justice would be done, not only to our eco
nomic and financial claims, but also to our colonial demands. 

I gave expression to our attitude in the most emphatic language 
in accordance with instructions received and left the Foreign 1\Iin
ister in no doubt as to our intention to use armed force for the sake 
of our rights if this should be necessary. The responsibility would 
lie with the powers who wished to interfere with us. France had it 
in her power to avoid a warlike solution. 

In conclusion, Bonnet said to me that he had placed the statements 
made- to me today in the name of his Government among the records 
of the Quai d'Orsay, as a historical document. He requested me to 
guarantee that they would be put before the FUhrer in their entirety 
and unabridged. l gave Bonnet this assurance. 
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No. 423 
139/125783-84 

The German Ambassador in .FraMe (Welceeck) arul the Military 
Attache of the German Embassy in France (Kii.hlenthal)l" to 
the German Foreign M iniatry arul War Ministry 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT p ARIS7 September 2, 1938. 
No. 424 of September 2 Received September 2, i938-11 :05 p.m. 

1) War.Ministry, General von Brauchitsch. 
2) Foreign Ministry, Berlin. For State Secretary von Weizsii.cker. 
General Colson 111 sent his A.D.C. to me this afternoon to ask for 

permission for General Colson t.o visit me this evening at my home. 
This visit took place at 7 o'clock this evening in my house. General 
Colson said he had come to see me privately because of his trust in 
me as a friend, to tell me of his concern at the reports constantly 
being received by him about military activities in Gemiany. He, 
mentioned the large-scale calling up of reservists and the reports to 
the effect that we intended to retain for a considerable time the age 
groups due for release. Apart from this, however, and this was the 
most important, reports had reached him. to the effect that fresh 
troops had been detrained on Germany's western frontier. The French 
had not as yet done anything in reply to these measures. But I must 
realize that he, both as responsible Chief of the General Staff and 
as an individual, could not quietly tolerate what he saw, and that in 
addition he was being approached from certain quarters with the· 
question: What measures is France taking¥ When I pointed out 
that the reservist exercises had been known of for a long time and 
were born of the necessity to retrain the older age groups, which the 
French Army had been doing for a long time; further, that I was 
unaware of any retention of age groups due for release or that.troops 
were being detrained on the western frontier, and that I could not 
imagine how our actions could be regarded as a threat·to France, he 
replied that he offered no opinion on the matter; as a responsible 
Chief of the General Staff, in the interest of the security of his 
country, he could only counter with measures similar to those which 
were reported to him, and I myself must realize that if such measures 
were ever adopted by both sides a dangerous situation might arise, 
especially on the Lorraine frontier, which could no longer be con
trolled with the best will in the world. Up to. now he had kept com-

,. Lt Gen. Erich Kiihlentbal was German Military Attache in Paris. His pre
vious post was head ot the Intelligence Branch tn the War Ministry. 

11 Chief ot the General Staff ot the French Army. 
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pletely calm and taken no action, but I must realize that a moment 
would finally come when France would be forced to answer our ac
tions move by move. He would heartily regret it if friction arose 
which would impair the mutual respect of both armies and let loose 
the danger of war. He was therefore approaching me as a friend 
and was prepared at all times to listen to my explanations and state
ments in my private house. 

Please let me have instructions by return of post as to how I am 
to reply to the above. 

No. 424 
C3W000326-29 

Notes by. Hitler's .Adjutant (Schmundt) on Conference on Operation, 
"Green"18 

CoNFERENCE ON SEPI'E:MBER 3, 1938, AT TlDl BERGHOJ' 

Present: The Fiihrer. 
General von Brauchitsch. 
General of .A.rtillery KeiteL 
Major Schmundt. 

I. 
GEN. v. B. : ReportS on the exq.ct time of the move-up of the troops 

to "exercise areas" for [Operation] "Green." 
Field units to be moved up on September 28. From then will 

be ready for action. When X-day becomes known, field units carry 
out exercises in opposing directions. 

Ffr.HRER: Has objection. Troops assemble 2 days' march away. 
Carry out camouflage exercises everywhere. 

O.K.H. must know when X-day is by 12 noon on September 27. 

II. 

THE Ffr.HRER: Expresses different opinion on employment of forces 
for "Green." 

Prospects for 2d Army (O.S.) are smallest. Strongest Czech forti
fications here. Waste of troops. 

Thrust in lOth Army area however is promising. Road blocks 
prep~~ored everywhere, additionally also in 2d Army area. No reason 
for hiiidrance. 

"Handwritten notes from the Schmundt file (Nuremberg document 388-PS). 
For Operation "Green," see footnote 54, p. 239. 
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Czechs will halt ·opposite 2d Army and keep assault army ready 
east of Prague. A thrust against it is to be made into the heart of 
the country. · 

Thrust in 14th Army area will fail because of means of transport. 
Therefore assemble all motorized and armored divisions with lOth 

Army and employ in the forward thrust. ' 
Once we are through there, the south front, which is built up in 

three defense lines opposite 12th Army, will collapse. 
One army in the heart of Bohemia will force the decision. 
Possible repetition of Verdun with 2d Army. Attack there would . 

mean bleeding to death for a task which ca.nnot b~ accomplished. 
v. BRAUCHITSCH: Has objections because of state of motorized 

divisions, reinforcements, and untrained leaders. 
THE FuHRER: The course now planned corresponds to Czech ex

pectations. Opposite lOth Army, enemy is not always in concrete 
emplacements. Possibility here of drawing in Henlein people (uni
forms). The line here is very far back. 

Cooperation between lOth and 12th Armies. 
We must add motorized units to army. As formerly the Prussian 

Cavalry. How else can we gain experience¥ Decisive is the coordina-
tion of equal speeds. . 

Break-through in 2d Army sector not so rapid as to turn tactical 
success into strategic one. 

III. 
THE FuHRER: Orders further development of the western forti

fications. 
Improvement of advanced positions, around Aachen and Saar

briicken. 
Construction of 300 to 400 battery positions. (1600 guns.) He 

emphasizes flanking action. -

BERGHOF, September 4, 1938. 

Certified as correct • 
. SCHMUNDT, 

Major, GeneraZ Staff 
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No.425 

Two Merrwranda by tlut Foreign Ni~ter~'~ 

RM2M 
The British Ambassador visited me in Sonnenburg on August 31 

and expressed the wish to speak with the FUhrer in N uremberg.u 
In my reply I left it open whether the FUhrer would be prepared to 
receive him or not. The British Ambassador then spoke in a very 
cautious way about the mood in Great Britain. He said he had not 
visited me in the Wilhelmstrasse as the press would have described 
this as a demarclut. His position was very difficult. He wished 
neither to warn nor threaten. Nevertheless, it was his opinion that 
France regarded the situation as very grave. The Sudeten Germans 
and the Czechs were a matter of complete indifference to Great 
Bri~in. Great Britain was only concerned with the attitude of 
France. Should France be drawn into the conflict Great Britain's 
position would be very different. The honor of France was at stake. 
· To this I replied that I could not see how the honor of France 
was at stake, as in my opinion: 

1) The alliance of the French with the Czechs was a thoroughly 
immoral one, as it was based on the mentality of Versailles and aimed 
at estab~ completel.Y unjustified claims to hegemony. 

2) This alliance was nnmofll,l because it meant the oppression of 
3% million Sudeten Germans. 

3) Not only was France under no obligation to intervene in any 
conffict provoked by the Czechs, but she was not even justified in 
doing so. 

If, in spite of this, France were to attack, the responsibility would 
rest exclusively on French shoulders, because it was not France's 
honor which was at stake but Germany's honor only. Any attack by 
France would signify a war of aggression, aimed at conquest. Ger
many, who is prepared for everything, would react accordingly. 

As I pointed out, a repetition of May 21 was out of the question. 
If BeneS did not radically change his tactics, then, in my opinion, 
no settlement would ever be achieved and the hatred held in check 
by Henlein only with difficulty must break out openly. 

In the course of the conversation the British Ambassador stated 
that the atmosphere in Great Britain had become steadily worse 
since he took up his post 16 months ago. To this I replied that the 

II These memoranda were sent out as a despatch to the main European Missions 
on September 7,1938 (PoL 12002 g (IV)). 

• Bitler was to arrive at Nuremberg on September 5. 
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FUhrer had always conducted a consistent policy of agreement vis-a
vis Great Britain and the safeguarding of British interests. If the 
atmosphere in Great Britain had nevertheless deteriorated, then 
something was clearly wrong with Great Britain. Great Britain had 
no right to expect more from Ger:oiany than Germany frqm Great 
Britain. · 1 

At the close of our discussion Henderson again referred to the 
signature of the French alliance and stated that Great Britain could 
do nothing to change this state of affairs. · I answered him that in 
my opinion many leading politicians in France thought completely 
otherwise and, as regards what had been said beforeJ I could only 
recommend Great Britain to make France see reason should a Ger
man-Czech conflict -occur, which was desired by none and which, if 
it came nevertheless, could be credited to the account of M. Bene8 
alone, and not to risk the existence of the British Empire for the 
sake of a perverted idea of France about her honor. 

R[mBENTROP] 
BERLIN, September 3, 1938. 

RM 253 

During my talk on August 31 with the British Ambassador he said 
that he hoped that an agreement could still be reached on, the Czech 
question. I replied that I, too, shared this hope. Henderson then 
went on to say that it would of course be difficult to come to an 
arrangement this year; nevertheless this must be done definitely 
next year. 

R[mBENTROP] 
BERLIN, September 3, 1938. 

No. 426 
139/125793-94 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German EmbaiJsy in France 
Telegram 

BERLIN, September 3, 1938. 
With reference to telegram No. 424.19 .. 

Kindly inform Military Attache, likewise in the name of the Army 
High Command, as follows : · 

We are not in a position to give detailed dementia to the constant 
stream of false reports continually being put about regarding Ger-

•nocument No. 423, p. 685. 
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man military measurt'S. In particular, as ngards German troop 
movements toward the western frontier, attention may be drawn to 
the fact that Reuter has today issued a dementi of this report of 
their own accord. For the rest, we do not intend to engage in 
conversations about our military measures. 
· For your strictly confidential information I may observe that on 
the orders of the- FUhrer no further information about German mili
tary measures will be given even to the Military Attaches here. 

We would, therefore, prefer if conversation with C.20 need be car
ried no.further. Otherwise, Military Attache, in order to bring con
versation to a close, might employ following argument: 

No military measures of any kind are in force which threaten 
France or could be interpreted as a threat, any more than certain 
military measures adopted by France on the French eastern frontier, 
of which we have learned, are interpreted by us as a thn!at to 
Germany. 

WEIZSACKER 

No.427 
164813911160-68 

Memorandum "6y the Direct01' of the Economic Department of ths 
F01'eign Ministry (Wiehl) f01' the F01'eign Minister 

SECRET 

EooNomc llEASUREs AGAINST CZECBOSLOV AKIA 

. Measures could be adopted in the realm of the exchange of com-:
modities and in the sphere of communications. Their extent varies 
according to whether they are adopted as measures of open conflict 
or whether economic relations are formally maintained. 

L OPEN EOONOHIC WABFABE 

a) E:Dchange of commodities. 
Existing treaties will be denounced which, in the case of the clear

ing agreement, would be possible any month, and in the case of the 
coal, agreement at the end of the year on October 1. By this means 
the exchange of commodities between Greater Germany and Czecho
slovakia would be practically brought to a complete standstill. 

Result& f01' Ozechoslovalcia: Loss of exports to Greater Germany, 
whiphJn 1937 amounted to 220 million RM, that is, about 20 percent 
of the Czechoslovak total exports; Czechoslovakia would presumably 
be able to transfer within an appreciable time a considerable portion 
of these exports to third countries. Loss of an export surplus which 

• General Colson. 
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amounted in 1937 to 26 million RM (out of 87 million RM total 
export surplus) and which in the first 6 months of 1938 had risen 
to 33 million RM (out of 89.million. RM total export surplus). Loss 
of imports from Greater Germany amounting to 194: million RM in 
the year 1937. Czechoslovakia would not feel this loss appreciably, 
because she can ·in part herself produce the commodities procured 
from Germany, in part purchase them elsewhere. 

Results for Germany: Loss of exports amounting to 194 million 
RM which, though this comprises only 3 percent of our total exports, · 
would, however, probably be difficult to transfer to other countries. 
Avoidance of the above-mentioned unfavorable trade balance, which 
amounts to an unfavorable German balance in the clearing business 
of about 30 million RM to date. Loss of imports from Czechoslo
vakia of 220 million RM would be advantageous only insofar as they 
consist of commodities which can easily be dispensed with. About 
75 million RM consist, however, of goods which are urgently needed 
(33 millions worth of timber, 5 millions worth of kaolin, 25 millions 
worth of grain, 10 millions worth of textiles) the provision of which 
from other countries would be difficult. 

This action would, it is true, inflict appreciable damage upon 
Czechoslovakia until she could transfer her former exports to Ger· 
many to other countries, but not to the extent that she would be 
driven to economic collapse. The damage which the policy would 
entail for Germany would be more extensive than that suffered by 
Czechoslovakia. Germany could put up with this in itself, since the 
exchange of commodities with Czechoslovakia does not, measured 
by its bulk, play any considerable role within the framework of 
Germany's total foreign trade. However, the falling off in our sup
plies of timber and kaolin would just in our present situation be 
difficult to bear. For third states, as their interests would not be 
directly affected, this procedure could not offer any legitimate ground 
for countermeasures. 

b) 0 ommunication8. 

If Germany wished to profit by her geographical position, sur
rounding as she does considerable regions of Czechoslovakia, without 
regard for existing treaty obligations, a stoppage of communications 
could be considered as a means of exerting economic pressure, namely, 
the interruption of the transport of Czech goods on the waterways 
of the Elbe via Hamburg and the Oder via Stettin, and likewise on 
the railway communications through Germany to Italy (Trieste), 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, Holland, and Denmark. Czechoslovak 
exports to countries of Southeastern Europe and to Poland, RusSia, 
and the Baltic States, which in 1937 made up about 20 percent of. 
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Czechoslovakia's total exports, would not be affected by these meas
ures. Thus 60 percent of the total Czech exports (exports to Ger
many dealt with above under a) accounted for 20 percent) would be 
materially affected by the stoppage. A great part of this 60 percent, 
however, which now: passes through Germany to Scandinavia, Britain, 
and overseas, and comprises about 35 percent of Czechoslovakia's 
total exports, could without special difficulty be directed from the 
German channels of communication to a route via Poland-Gdynia 
or Hungary-Trieste. If Poland and Hungary take no part in the 
boycott, its effectiveness is limited to 25 percent of the total Czecho
slovak exports which go to Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, and 
Holland; Its efficacy would, however, be even further diminished 
oy the promise which we have given to Italy-respecting the railway 
tariffs through Germany to Trieste, as well as by the fact that diver
sions of traffic to Switzerland, France, Belgium, and Holland would 
also be possible via. Trieste and Gdynia, provided that commodity 
prices were not in consequence unduly increased. 

The stoppage of Czechoslovak goods transport would, according 
to this, only be in some degree effective if Poland and Hungary asso
ciated themselves with it. Otherwise, it would only injure Czecho
slovakia to a relatively small degree, and that only until the use Qf 
the alternative routes had become regularized. 
· T~ this must be added the fact that such a stoppage must be car
ried into effectr-by decreeing a general prohibition of through traffic 
or by fixing a competitive tariff for Czechoslovak goods. Both these 
measures might, however, be at variance with the express provisions 
of numerous existing treaties: not only with the German-Czechoslo
vak Economic Agreement of 1920 (subject to 3 months' notice of 
termination), but also with' the International Agreement of 1921 21 

on the freedom of through traffic, to which most European states 
have acceded, for instance, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Italy, Britain, 
France,-Switzerland, Belgium, Holland (subject to 1 year's notice 
of termination), as well as with various other trade agreements, for 
instance with Britain (subject to 1 year's notice of termination). 
In the event of any violation of the International Agreement and 
of the treaties with third states by the stoppage of communications, 
we should certainly have to reckon with countermeasures taken by 
the affected third states against Germany, the damage inflicted by 
which would exceed the doubtful advantage which it might be able 
to obfain with the measures against Czechoslovakia. 

11 The convention and statute signed at Barcelona on April 20, 1921. 
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c) Result. 
In the most favorable circumstances Czechoslovak exports to the 

value of 475 million RM, that is 45 percent of the total Czechoslovak 
exports, could be stopped for a limited time by the measures dis-
cussed, namely.: 1 

according to a) exports to Germany to the value of 220 million 
RM of which, however, a portion could within an appreciable time 
be transferred to third countries, · 

according to b) exports to Switzerland, France, Holland, Belgium 
to the value of 275 million RM of which, however, a portion could 
within a relatively short time, by the adoption of alternative channels 
of communication, be still directed to export markets. 

The total Czechoslovak exports are estimated at 10 percent of the 
total industrial and .agricultural output of Czechoslovakia. Even 
the cutting off of 45 percent of the total exports, which according 
to the above would only be attainable for a relatively short time, 
would thus only comprise 4 or 5 percent of the Czechoslovak total 
production. From this it results that the measures discussed above 
could not so hit Czechoslovakia that her economy would suffer any 
decisive inconvenience. On the other side must be entered as dis
advantages for Germany the lo8s of imports of timber; kaolin, and 
wheat, at present indispensable, as well as the still incalculable effects 
of the countermeasures adopted by third countries affected by in
fringement of the treaties involved in b). 

Such a balance sheet points to the advisability of rejecting the 
open measures of conflict already discussed, which would embrace 
the whole field of exchange of commodities and communications, and 
of limiting ourselves to partial measures which promise success in ac-
cordance with section II below. · 

U. MEASURES PERMITI'ING THE FORMAL MAINTENANCE OF ECONOMIC 

RELATIONS 

a) Exchange of commodities. 
In future transactions involving trade and politics with Czecho

slovakia, care is to be taken in the first place to get rid of the 
passive trade balance which still exists, mainly in trade with Austria, 
and further to limit as far as possible the supply of unwanted and 

. unnecessary commodities from Czechoslovakia. The existing Ger
man -Czechoslovak treaties are, insofar as they do not conflict with 
this aim, to be retained, otherwise they are to be denounced. 

In the year 1937 German imports from Czechoslovakia were made 
up in the following way: · · · 
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1) of 40 million RM worth-that is, 19 percent of the total Czecho
slovak export-of commodities indispenSable at present, such as 
timber, kaolin, certain kinds of seeds. These imports are to be re· 
tained and, where possibJe, to be increased. 

2) of 66 million RM-that is, 30 percent-of necessary commodi
ties such as cereals, hops, grains for fodder, pelts and hides, yarns, 
etc. These imports are to be continued, so far as there is a demand 
which cannot be met from other countries. 

3) 40 million RM, that is, 19 percent, unwanted and unnecessary 
commod,ities such as beer, motorcars, wheaten flour, cheese, cotton 
yam, cellnlose paper, leather, pottery, ironware, machines, chemical 
products, fabncs. These imports are as far as possible to be 
~PPressecf: . h . -

4) 30 million RM, t at IS, 13 percent, unwanted and unnecessary 
commodities from the Sudeten German regions such as glassware, 
cotton goods, and woolen goods. These imt><>rts are to be continued 
as hitherto, since otherwise we shonld be inflicting prejudice· upon 
the Sudeten Germans without doing appreciable injury to Czecho
slovakia by suspendin~ the imports. 

5) 38 million RM, Le., 19 percent, of coal of which half, about 
19 million RM worth, ·was delivered to Austria and half to the Old 
Reich. The deliveries to Austria are already reduced to about a half. 
The _process of strangling will be continued, and the deliveries 
stopped altogether as soon as the German railways are sufficiently 
complete to transport the necessary Ruhr coal to Austria. A coal 
agreement eXists between the Old Reich and Czechoslovakia, in virtue 
of which we deliver about 19 million RM of pit coal and import in 
return about the same amount of lignite. The pit coal comes from 
the Prussian Sta.te mines in Silesia (distressed area). The Czecho
slovak li~te is at the moment indispensable for the German fac· 
tories which depend upon it, because German lignite cannot be made 
available for them (the whole German lignite output is needed for 
more important :purposes) and because the conversion of the factories 
for the use of pit coal wonld take several years. Thus Silesian pit 
coal cannot be employed as an immediate substitute for Czechoslovak 
lignite, while its marketing elsewhere in Germany wonld_ only be 
possible as a result of sacrifices (lower railway tariffs). On the other 
hand the nondelivery of Silesian pit coal to Czechoslovakia wonld 
only be beneficial to the latter since the deficiency could easily be 
replaced by an increase of her own output. In these circumstances 
the continued functioning of the coal exchange agreement is provi
sionally in the interest of Germany. 

b) Communications. 
Efforts have already been made during the recent months, when 

tle opportunity occurred, to eliminate Czechoslovakia as a transit 
countlj' as far as possible. Thus in tfe agreement with Poland it 
was decided that we would indeed continue to import the 800,000 
tons annually which Poland hitherto delivered to Austria, but that 
this coal shonld no lo~r as hitherto be transported to Austria 
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through Czechoslovakia, but should be received on the German
Polish frontier in Silesia. In this way a yearly loss of freight esti
mated at from 20 to 25 million RM will be inflicte4 upon Czecho
slovakia. Already, too, the Reich Ministry of Communications is 
considering, in the tariff negotiations with the southeastern countries, 
directing transport from these regions through Austria and avoiding 
Czechoslovakia. A similar scheme is contemplated for the tariff 
negotiations with Poland and the Baltic States for the transport of 
their commodities through Germany to Italy and Switzerland; 

On the other hand, we have not yet considered putting difficulties 
in the way of goods traffic through Germany from and to Czecho
slovakia by means of separate tariff measures. For this purpose an 
appropriate report to the Reich Ministry of Communications would 
be needed. In view of the fact that, as was set forth above in note~ 
II b), such measures promise only very small practical results, while, 
on the other hand, they would violate existing treaties with third 
countries and consequently lead to difficulties with these, it seems, 
desirable in future to leave them out of consideration. 

Submitted to the State Secretary for the Reich Minister, with a 
request for approval of proposed measures. 

WIEHL 

SEPTEMBER 3, 1938. 

No. 428 
139/125795-96 

The German Ambassador in France (Welczeck) and the Military 
Attache of the German Embassy in France (Kuhlenthal) to the 
German Foreign Ministry and the War Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT p A.RIS1 September 3, 1938. 
No. 426 of September 3 Received September 3,1938-11:30 p.m. 

For a) War Ministry, General von Brauchitsch 
b) Foreign Ministry, State Secretary von Weizsiicker 

Referring to telegram No. 424 of the 2d instant. 22 

After I had sent word to General Colson this morning that I 
would most probably give an answer on September 5 to his state
ments of yesterday, he again called upon me this evening at 7:15p.m. 
at my private address after a previous intimation and made the fol
lowing communication: , 

According to information which he had received today, reinforce
ment and detraining of German troops were in progress on the right 

• Document No. 423, p. 685. 
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.bank of the Rhine opposite Strasbourg and near Basle. In particu
lar, from the left bank of the Rhine the detraining of artillery and 
ta.nks had been observed near Kehl. The population in Strasbourg 
and Upper A.lsace had been seriously disquieted by this, a fact which 
was already observable in the reports of the Alsatian civil authori
ties to their superiors in Paris. 

I received from my conversation with the General the impression 
that General Colson and the French General Staff judged the situa
tion from the military point of view with perfect calm. Apprehen
sions are, however, felt that, in view of the mentality of the French 
frontier population, political pressure might be brought to bear upon 
the War Ministry to order countermeasures which might, in view 
of the propinquity of modern frontier fortific.ations, develop into 

.sources of danger. 
In my opinion it will be necessary not only to issue reassuring 

statements, but also to take measures to avoid considerable troop 
movements on our part which might perhaps be undertaken in the 
course of training, or to keep them out of sight of the French. 

No. 429 
139/125804. 

Kfun.ENTHAL 

WELCZECK 

The German Charge d'Aflairet~ in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 398 of September 3 LoNDON, September 3, 1938. 
Received September 5, 1938--8:45 a.m. 

Yesterday's official communication that Konrad Henlein called 
upon the Fiihrer2a "under instructions of Lord Runciman" has caused 
considerable perplexity in the Foreign Office. The translation given 
in the first place by Reuter "under instructions of Lord Runciman" 2* 
was at once held up· by the Foreign Office, and it thus happened that 
for the space of 2 hours no official version was released and. so could 
not appear in the evening papers. Obviously there was no one in the 
Foreign Office who would have been in the position to give an offi
cially approved translation. This is an example to what extent 
·allegedly completely independent British press is guided by the in-

. tentions of the Foreign Office. 

• Henlein saw Hitler at Berchtesgaden on September 1. 
• Phrase In English In the original. 
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Reports from reliable source are to the effect that Lord Runciman 
is by no means such a. stranger to the composition of Czechoslovak 
proposals as British Government would have us believe. 

KoRDT 

No. 430 
F2/0276 

Memorandum by an Official of Political Division I ( H eyilen-Rynsch) 

TOP SECRET 

RM22/g.Rs. 
MEMORANDUM 

(e.o. Pol. I 787 g. Rs.). 

In the event of mobilization the Fiihrer as Supreme Conunander of 
the Wehrmacht has reserved the right to summon individual mem
bers of the Reich Cabinet to his own Headquarters, which will not 
~J,lways be the same as the Headquarters of the Field Army. 

The Reich Minister has given orders that provision shall be made 
beforehand to secure for himself and a limited staff communication 
facilities in the Headquarters of the FUhrer's quarters. Two addi
tional teleprinter lines and three telephone lines are to ~ reserved 
for him. · 

The question of principle will be discussed by me today with the 
competent authorities at the Supreme Headquarters of the Wehr
macht. 

The proposal attached in the annex25 will be pu,t forward. 
It may seem desirable in the absence of the Reich Minister to leave 

someone as permanent representative of the Reich Minister on the 
FUhrer's staff; I suggest Counselor of Legation Hewel. . 

In accordance with the proposal of August 31, 1938, one teleprinter 
installation has already been requested for the Reich Minister at 
Headquarters in the event of mobilization. Separate application 
will also be made today for a second teleprinter installation as well 
as three telephone lines. · 

The Reich Minister himself wishes to superintend the fitting up 
of the operations room in the FUhrer's Headquarters. 

The question of meeting costs is to be discussed with the Supreme 
Headquarters of the Wehrmacht, if necessary to be submitted to the 
Reich Finance Ministry. 

BERLIN, September 5, 1938. 

• Not printed. 

VON DER HEYDEN-RYNSCll 
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No. 431 

139/125801-02 

Circular Telegro;m From the Ge1'1TU1111, Foreign Ministry to 
German M isaioruJ Abroad • 

Telegram. 

For information: 

BERLIN, September 5, 1938. 
( e.o. Pol. IV 5811) 

The negotiations of the Czechoslovak Premier with the Sudeten 
German. Party have during recent months produced no results, owing 
to the absence of readiness on the Czech side to make any concessions; 
on the contrary they have led ju8t recently to an actual sti:ttening 
of their unconciliatory attitu4e. 

Now, however, on August 30-unofficially, in the first instance
the Czechoslovak ):>resident has. approached the Sudeten German 
Party•with a proposal which, while it o:tters, it is true, some slight 
prospects in the question of the admission of German officials in the 
Sud~ten German settlement area, even in the language question, in 
certa.in economic and budgetary questions, and finally in. the matter 
of a possible establishment of self-government within the framework 
·Cif a constitution based on the Gau, is, in spite of certain suggestionS 
in the foreign press, too little positive in tone and above all too con
fused for it to be regarded as a workable basis for an understanding. 
On September 2, therefore, on tlie basis of Heruein's eight Karlsbad 
minimum demands, while outwardly adhering to the statements of 
the Czechoslovak Premier, the Sudeten German Party has handed 
over a counterproposal. We must now wait to see whether the 
Czechoslovak Government is ready this time, on the basis of .this new 
Sudeten German e:ttort at an understanding, to. go at last to the 
very roots of the nationalities problem in Czechoslovakia, and not as 
hitherto to employ merely tactical expedients or methods designed to 
catch the eye. Situation, therefore, continues tense. Should the 
direct negotiations of the Czechoslovak Government with the Sudeten 
German Party lead to no result, we should have to reckon with Lord 
Runciman's mediatory proposal to both parties. 

lb:oonmo 

• Sent to all European Embassies and Legations; the Embassies at Tokyo and 
Washin~on; .all South American Embassies and Legations; the Missions at 
Ankara, Bagdad, Bangkok, Kabul, Cairo, Pretoria, Teheran ; to the Consulates 
General at Batavia, Beirut, Danzig, Hong Kong, Calcutta, Ottawa, Singapore. 
Sydney: and the Consulate ln Geneva. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 699 

No. 432 
139/125808 

The German Charge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) and the Military 
Attache of the German Embassy in France (Kuhlenthal) to the 
German Foreign Ministry and War Ministry · 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT P AJUS, September 5, 1938. 
No. 428 of September 5 Received September 5, 1938-9:40 p.m. 

1) War Ministry, General von Brauchitsch. 
2) Foreign Ministry, for State Secretary von Weizsii.cker. 
This afternoon I availed myself of telegram 399 (Pol. I 832 g. Rs.) 

of September 427 to bring to a conclusion my proposed conversation 
wit.h General Colson. I then asked him about the measures ordered 
by the War Ministry, announced this afternoon by Havas. He 
assured me that they only amounted to a security measure in the 
sectors opposite the German-French frontier. In this region it was 
only in the case of fortress troops, whose strength had been reduced 
by the recently effected discharge of ·older men and reservists, that 
new reservists and men absent on leave (officers and other ranks) had 
been called up or recalled to restore the normal strength. So ·far 
nothing further had been done. As regards the French measure in 
question, it had been caused by our measures, by .which the French 
frontier population had been gravely .disquieted. The order had 
already been issued before our first conversation and was now pub
lished in order to tranquilize the population. He had referred to it 
during our first conversation, a statement which accords with th<' 
facts. 

I received from the conversation the impression that in the imme
diate future nothing further will be done, but that, as the General 
already pointed out earlier (cf. telegram No. 424 of September 228) 

we must reckon with the adoption of further measures here in reply 
to each one of ours. 

KUHLENTHAL 

BRAUER 

" Document No. 426, p. 689. The copy printed there has no number and Is dated 
September 3 but presumably was actually dispatched to Paris early on Septem
ber4. 

• Document No. 423, p. 685. 
797664-&9-vol. II-60 
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No. 433 
1311/125810 

TAB German Charge tl'Aifairu in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to tM 
Gef'111,(J,n Foreign M ini&try 

Telegram 

SECRET PB.AoUE, September 5, 1938-10:35 p.m. 
No. 329 of September 5 Received September 6, 1938-2:15 a.m. 

1) Information about conversation between Konrad Henlein and 
Ashton-Gwatkin on September 4: was not to be obtained today from 
Sudeten German Party sources, as negotiating delegation was in 
Eger for consultation with Henlein. 

liember of Italian Legation here has received this evening in strict 
confidence from Ashton-Gwatkin following information intended 
only for Italians: 

Konrad Henlein has informed Ashton-Gwatkin regarding Berch
tesgaden statement that Fiihrer has fully approved intention an
nounced by Henlein of reaching peaceful solution by further nego
tiations and of abandoning demand for a plebiscite. Prerequisite for 
this would, however, be the acceptance of the eight Karlsbad demands. 
Sunday speeches by Soviet Russian politicians would not, indeed, 
in opinion of .Ashton-Gwatkin be altogether consistent with results 
of Berchtesgaden discussions. Notwithstanding, Runciman Mission 
now takes more optimistic vie'!' of situation. They hold. the opinion 
that for Czechoslovak Government acceptance of eight Karlsbad 
demands represents lesser evil in comparison with results of refusal. 

2) On subject of influence daily exerted by Runciman upon Presi
dent, Ashton-Gwatkin expressed himself to member of Italian Lega
tion to the. eft'ect that His Lordship would only use his influence 
moderately, in order not to encourage Sudeten Germans to put for
ward excessive demands by putting too much pressure on Benes. 

3) Italian Minister ha.s--evidently from Press Department of 
President's Council of Ministers-received confidential information 
according to which President will this evening or tomorrow come 
forward with proclamation. I transmit this last piece of informa
tion with reserve. 

IIENCKJ!l 
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No. 434 
139/125821 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Rumania (Stelz~r) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 171 of September 6 BucHAREST, September .6, 1938--8 p.m. 
Received September 7,1938:--3:10 a.m. 

Foreign Minister Comnen, to whom I spoke in the manner indi
~ated in the telegram (N.P. 8167) 80 shortly before his departure for 
Geneva,81 stated that there were no negotiations in .progress. ·_Ex
pressed astonishment that such an inquiry should have been addressed 
to him at all. He also answered emphatically in the negative my -
question whether direct conversations between General Staffs were 
going on, and observed that only the day before yesterday he 
had discussed the situation in detail with the Chief of General Staff. 
The Foreign Minister then explained, pointing to the map, that there 
were practically no facilities for transport of Soviet troops through 
Bessarabia. Only existing railway would in combination with lateral 
road [Keilstrasse] take a disproportionately long time to transport 
even a small number of Russian troops. 

In this connection Comnen described situation as very critical and 
added that in his opinion, in the event of a conflict between Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, world war was unavoidable. Latest informJ).tion 
from London and Paris left no room for doubt. Clearly in order to 
give emphasis to his words, Foreign Minister insisted that sole bene
ficiaries of a conflict would be Bolshevism and international Jewry: 

. STELZF.R 

No. 435 
1613/887041-U 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Heneke) to an 
Official of Political DivMon IV (Altenburg )112 

A. III. 2. h. PRAGUE, September 6, 1938. 
(Pol. I 2111 g) ... 

DEAR ALTENBURG : I enclose a secret memorandum on a strictJy 
confidential conversation which Ashton-Gwatkin has had with the 

• Npt printed; the telegram enclosed a press cutting alleging that In case 
of war Rumania would not remain neutral but would range herself with the 
Western Powers, and asked for the source of this report. 

•• The Council of the League of Nations (of which Rumania was at this time!} 
member) was to meet on September 9, and the Assembly on September 12. 

11 A marginal note In Altenburg's hand reads "Original of annex submitted to 
State Secretary In Nuremberg. A. September 8." 
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Secretary of the Italian ugation here, who is on terms of personal 
friendship with myself. I thought it right to set these observations 
down in writing, as they reflect the impression that the British have 
received of the Berchtesgaden discussions. As regards these discus
sions the British in Prague-in their case through the Henlein
Ashton-Gwatkin conversation-as well as the Czechoslovak Govern
ment received information about them from the discussion that fol
lowed between Lord Runciman and Benes. The only interested 
quarter which knew nothing about it was the ugation, as it had no 
opportunity of learning anything from the Sudeten German Party. 
The reason for this was that Henlein had summoned the negotiating 
delegation to Eger for discussions.13 

I set these points on record, not with any view to making com
plaints, but only in order to make it clear to you how difficult it is 
for the Legation to give the Foreign :Ministry correct and up-to-date 
information if it finds itself behindhand in comparison with other 
quarters in Prague. Needless to say I am perfectly clear that you, 
my dear Altenburg, cannot alter this state of affairs. But I should 
be very pleased if the Sudeten German Party were given to under
stand in a suitable way that the Legation h!ls a perfectly legitimate 
interest in receiving speedy and reliable information. In saying this, 
it is of course understood that we abstain altogether from assuming 
any attitude of our own toward the Sudeten German Party. If in 
addition the Foreign :Ministry, as far as it is in a position to do so, 
could give us brief information about such important events as the 
Berchtesgaden discussions, it would naturally be of quite special 
value. 

I continue to hope that I shall be able to welcome you and your 
wife this week in Prague. 

In sincere friendship and Heil Hitler! 
Yours very sincerely, HENCKE 

[Enclosure] 

A. III. 2. h. 
· MI:HORANDIDI 

On September 5 Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin, member of Lord Runciman's 
Mission, made the following communication to the Secretary of the 
Italiu Legation, Silvestrelli, about his conversation with Konrad 
Henlein on Sunday, September 4: · 

• Marginal note Inserted In handwriting: "Moreover, K. H. Frank referred us 
to the Foreign Ministry." 
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The meeting with Konrad Henlein was arranged with a view to ob
taining fuller information about the discussions at the Obersalzberg. 
Konrad Henlein reported that he arrived at Berchtesgaden on the 
afternoon of September 1 and at once handed to the Fuhrer the text 
of the President's proposals of August 30. There was no discussion 
in detail with the Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor on September 1. 
This first took place in the morning of September 2. The Fiihrer 
inquired of Konrad Henlein what course he now intended to adopt. 
Konrad Henlein answered that he was above all concerned with the 
avoidance of a war from which the Sudeten German area would be 
the first to suffer. The Fuhrer stated that this was his wish too, and 
accompanied his statement with the question as to .what practical 
steps Konrad Henlein had in mind for further action. Henlein 
answered that there were two possibilities: The one would be a con
tinuation of the negotiations with the Czechoslovak Government
in which the acceptance of the eight Karlsbad demands must be put 

.forward as a claim admitting of no compromise. The second would 
consist in demanding a plebiscite in the Sudeten German region. 
Herr Henlein himself would prefer a solution reached by negotia
tions. The Fuhrer agreed with Konrad Henlein's .view and expressed 
his approval of his aims. For the rest, Konrad Henlein received no 

· · definite directive or instructions from the Fuhrer. 
Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin further said to the Italian d.iplomat that the 

British Mission derived a certain feeling of optimism from the 
report of Konrad Henlein upon his conversation with the Fuhrer 
and Reich Chancellor. They accordingly regarded a peaceful solu
tion as still possible. The sharp utterances in the Sun.;lay speeches of 
the Sudeten German politicians on the occasion of the harvest thanks
giving had, it is true, occasioned some surprise. Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin 
had, however, to admit that Konrad Henlein had never turned aside 
from his insistence upon a complete acceptance of the eight Karls-
bad demands. · 

In reply to a question to that effect put by the Secretary of the 
Italian Legation, Ashton-Gwatkin gave him to understand that the 
British Mission considered the acceptance of the eight Karlsbad 
demands as possible for the Czechoslovak Government. It was, in 
any case, the lesser evil, as their rejection would in all circumstances 
bring great misfortune upon Czechoslovakia. 

As regards the attitude of Lord Runciman, Mr. Ashton-Gwatkin 
expressed himself in the sense that the British mediator was exerting 
pressure every day upon Bene8 to induce him to accept a settlement 
on generous lines. His Lordship was, of course, using his influence 
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with great circumspection, because he was convinced that for him to 
exert too energetic pressure upon Bene5 might encourage the Sudeten 
German Party to put forward more extensive demands. 

Puon, September 6, 1938. 

No.436 
337/19710&-18 

Foreign Ministry Memorandum33a 

Sl:CRET 

Compendium of all information at present available to us on the 
attitude of the di:ft'erent powers m the event of a war breaking 
out over Czechoslovakia. 

1) FraMe. 

Report from Ambassador Count W elczeck, A 2089 of May 23, 
on an interview with Prime Minister Daladier on the evening of 
May 22.1t The Prime Minister expressed himself as follows: 

"The dilemma. in which France found herself vis-a-vis her ally 
Czechoslovakia. was not unknown to me. He had not made the 
alliance and was certainly not happy about it. It did, however, 
exist, and, if we attacked Czechoslovakia, the French would have to 
fh!ht if they did not wish to be dishonored ( duhunoru ). A nation 
wno valued her honor could no more break her word than could a 
man of honor. Neither would we act otherwise in the same situation." 

Telegram of September 2 from Ambassador Count Welczeck re
~rting an interview on that date with the French Foreign Minister, 
Bonnet. 35 Bonnet declared: · 

"It was unthinkable that we should be willing to run the risk of 
a. war, certain to last a long time and which would undoubtedly 
develop into a. world war, if the same result could be achieved within 
a reasonable time by peaceful means as well. !n the present situation, 
he wanted to leave no room for doubt that France, and Britain at 
her side, were firmly resolved to hasten to the assistance of the Czechs 
if they were attacked by German troops or volunteers during the 
present ne~tiations. He would also give an assurance that in this 
case Amenca would not stand aside, neither would Russia. 1Yith 
our highly developed understanding for national honor we must 
realize too that France's honor was once and for all pledged to the 
Czechs by the solem.n Treaty of Alliance. He who broke ¥s word 
was without honor. No one could exrect France to sacnfice her 
honor and thus humiliate herself. He unplored us to spare France 

. this and not to force her to take up arms against us.'' 

• Although undated. this apears to be the report called for in document No. 
394, p. 627 and submitted on September 6, as noted on that document. 

.. Document No.194. p. 326. 
• Document No. 422, p. 682. 
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2) Great Britain. 
Chamberlain's speech in the House of Commons on March 24: 

"Where war and peace are concerned, legal obligations are not alone 
involved, andt if war broke out, it would be unlikely to be confined 
to those who have assumed such obligations. It would be quite im
possible to say where it would end and what Governments might 
become involved. The inexorable pressure of facts might well prove 
more powerful than formal pronouncements, and in that event it 
would be well.within the bounds of probability that other countries, 
besides those which were parties to the original dispute would almost 
immediately become i~volved. This is especially true in the case of 
two countries like Great Britain and France, with long associations 
of friendship, with interests closely interwoven, devoted to the same 
ideals of democratic liberty, and determined to upholdthem." · 

Sir John Simon, Chancellor of the Exchequer, at Lanark on 
August. 26, referring to Chamberlain's speech of March 24: 

"This speech even today still corresponds to the situation. There 
is nothing to change in the subject matter and nothing to add to it. 
All those concerned must contribute in finding a solution of the con
flict- in Czechoslovakia. The Government realize that a real problem 
exists in Czechoslovakia and that a solution is urgently needed. We 
are convinced that, if good will is shown by both sides, it should be 
possible to find a solution which would do justice to all legitimate 
interests. There is no need to underline the importance of such a 
peaceful solution, since in the modern world there are no limits to 
the backlash of war." 

Letter from the British Ambassador on May ·22 to the Reich 
:Foreign Minister: (Halifax message) ss 

"If a resort is had to forcible measures, it is quite impossible for 
me or for him to foretell the results that may follow, and I would 
beg him not to count on this country's being able to stand aside if, 
from any precipitate action, there should start a European con-
flagration." · 

Letter from the British Ambassador on July 28 to the Reich 
Foreign_ Minister ;S7 · 

"It cannot be denied that the continued tension caused by the 
Czechoslovak problem is creating a state of uncertainty and nervous
ness throughout Europe, and, if all concerned do not work together 
to reduce this tension, it is no exaggeration to say that the peace of 
every one of the Great Powers of Europe may be endangered." 

11 Document No. 189, p. 319. In English in the original. 
n Document No. 323, p. 522; this ls in fact a letter from Lord Hallfax, in English 

In the original. 
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The above passage in the letter to the Reich Foreign Minister is 
repeated in the memorandum of the British Government dated 
August 12. sa 

Extract from a letter of Winston Churchill to a German confi
dant.89 

"I am sure that the crossing of the frontier of Czechoslovakia by 
German armies or aviation in force will bring about a renewal of the 
World War. I am as certain as I was at the end of July 1914 that 
England will march with France, and certainly the United States is 
now strongly anti-Nazi. It is difficult for democracies in advance 
and in cold blood to make precise declarations, but the spectacle of 
an armed attack by Germani upon a small neighbor and the bloody 
fighting that will follow w11l rouse the whole British Empire 'and 
compel the gravest decisions. 

Dcrnot, I pray you, be misled upon this point. Such a war, once 
started, would lie fought out like the last to the bitter end, and one 
must consider, not what might happen in the first few months, but 
where we should all be at the end of the third or fourth year. It 
would be a great mistake to imafP:ne that the slaughter of the civil 
population following upon air ruds would prevent the British Em
pire from developing its full war power; though, of course, we should 
suffer mor~ at the beginning than we did last time. But the sub
marine is practically mastered by scientific methods, and we shall 
have the freedom of the seas and the support of the greater part of 
the world. The worse the air slaughter at the beginning, the more 
inexpiable would be the war. Evidently, all the great nations en
gaged in the struggle, once started, would fight on for victory or 
death." 

Interview on August .31 between the British Ambassador and the 
Reich Foreign Minister :"0 The Ambassador stated: 

"The Sudeten Germans and the Czechs were a matter of complete 
indifference to Great Britain. Great Britain was only concerned 
with the attitude of France. Should France be drawn into the con
flict, Great Britain's position would be very different. The honor of 
France would be at stake." 

3) United States of America. 
Telegram No. 160 from Ambassador Dieckhoff on May 24:41 

"There is no doubt at all that, in the present situation, the Ameri
can Government subscribe in large measure to the British and French 
point of view." 

• Document No. 346, p. 549; the German copy printed Is, In fact, dated August 11, 
1938, but the memorandum was not handed to the Foreign Ministry till the evening 
of August 12. 

• Not printed. The quotation Is In English In the original. 
• Document No. 425, p. 688. 
• Not printed. 
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4) Soviet Ruaai:a. 
Report from Ambassador Count Schulenburg on an interview with 

Foreign Commissar Litvinov on August 22: 42 

"Litvinov declared that under no circumstances would Czechoslo· 
vakia provoke Germany or attack her. Even the rashest Czech hot
heads thought only of defense and had no desire for war. Should 
a war start nevertheless, then it would be quite certain that Germany. 
was the aggressor. There was no doubt that France would therr 
mobilize and England would follow suit. The British Government 
could no longer 6ack out, even if Chamberlain should wish it. The. 
Soviet Union had promised assistance to Czechoslovakia; she would 
keep her word and do her best •••• The Soviet Union had not par· 
ticipated in the creation of the Czechoslovak State and had not at· 
tended the Versailles Conference, yet she was forced to oppose any 
increase of power of a Germany lusting for attack." 

5) Italy. 
Telegram No. 141 of May 23 from Ambassador von Mackense~ 

reporting interview with Count Ciano, the Italian Foreign Minister :4* 
"Ciano interpolated that he had also unequivocally emphasized to 

Perth (British Ambassador in Rome) the complete lack of interest·. 
taken by Italy in the Czechoslovak question, and he, moreover, re-:
frained from asking me for information on the present position.'' 

6) Poland. 

Report P 11 b /7.38 of July 9 from Ambassador von Moltke on an 
interview with Foreign Minister Beck :44 

"In continuation of the conversation on the minorities problem 
today M. Beck turneq to :political questions. He first drew attention. 
to the rumor appearmg m French newspapers for some days past 
that Poland intended to modify her attitude toward Czechoslovakia. 
It was partly maintained also that Poland had already assumed cer
tain commitments vis-a-vis Czechoslovakia. The same rumor· was 
being hawked around in diplomatic circles in Prague. The Soviet 
Mimster in Prague even held that a definite treaty to this effect had 
already been concluded. As this rumor was growing, and he assumed 
it had either come to our notice or else would soon do so, he attached 
some importance to confirming right from the start that these asset
tions were entirely without foundation. The Polish Government had 
not modified its attitude toward Czechoslovakia nor did it intend to 
do so. He requested me to communicate this to Herr von Ribbentrop, 
the Reich Minister." 

• This passage is taken from Moscow telegram No. 158 of August 22, 1938, 
which Is not printed. Slmllar statements are to be found in two fuller accounts 
of the Interview (documents Nos. 380 and 896, pp. 601 and 629). 

• Not printed. 
• Document No. 287, p. 482. 
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Memorandum of May25 by Under State Secretary Woermann on 
an interview with the Italian Counselor of Embassy :41 

"The Co1mselor of Embassy stated that the Italian Government 
also had been informed that M. Beck had refused to make promises 
to }~ranee. According to other information, the Polish attitude was 
more anti-Czech than anti-German.." 

7) Rumania. 

Telegram No. 118 of May 24 from Minister Fabricius:•e 

"Court Armister Urdareanu, the Queen's intimate friend, informed 
me in conversation that King Carol had clearly stated to Bene.S that 
Rumania would not intervene in a conflict between Czechoslovakia 
and Germany. Rumania would only march if Hungary attacked, or 
if a world war broke out and she were compelled by virtue of the 
League of Nations Covenant to intervene. N aturall;y: the position 
was extraordinarily difficult for Rumania as, like Poland, she had 
not conceded the right of transit or flight over her territory to Soviet 
Russia and would be compelled to fire on aircraft flying over." 

Report of August 17 from the German Legation in Bucharest :•7 

~'If wisdom alone decides, Rumania will therefore have to make 
every effort not to be drawn into a conflict. And, according to state
ments repeatedly made by Rumanian statesmen, Rumania will try 
to follow this course. She will also endeavor to prevent the passage 
of Russian troops, if such a step is planned at all, and, like her ally 
Poland, will, in theory, resist the passage of Russian aircraft. The 
fact that she does not possess the necessary antiaircraft defenses to 
ward off a powerful force of Soviet aircraft flying to Czechoslovakia. 

· is quite another matter, as is also the fact that, out of fear of being 
involved in the conflict, she might not have the coura~e to take open 
belligerent action by employing fighter squadrons agamst Soviet air-
craft violating her territory. -

This intention on the pa,rt of Rumania to remain neutral, which 
undoubtedly exists, might be altered by two circumstances. One 
would be if the League of Nations declared Germany to be the ag
gressor. If, in that case, France and Britain decided on belli~erent 
action or sanctions against Germany, Rumania, who is still faithful 
to the League of Nations, would associate herself with them. There 
is the additional fact that King Carol holds the conviction that, if 
Bolshevism does not emerge as the victor from a European or world 
war, it will be Great Britain whose power will in the end be victorious; 
therefore in his view it is advisable to be on the side of Great Britain. 

The other circumstance would be the case of Hungarian interven
tion in the conflict. ·Rumania would be unwilling to fight against 
HungiLry, but in the event of Hungary's attacking Czechoslovakia, 
she would fight or at least mobilize against Hun~ry. Rumania would 
do this in fulfillment of her obligations arismg out of the Little 

• Not printed. 
• Document No. 205, p. 337. 
• Document No. 363, p. 573. 
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Entente, and, therefore, of course, only in the case of an 'unprovoked' · 
attack by Hungary on C.zechoslovakia." 

Telegram of August 30 from the German Legation in Prague :u 

"Fresh talks in Bucharest are said to be taking place at present 
between the Czechoslovak and Rumanian Governments on passage 
of Soviet Russian troops in the event of a German-Czechoslovak war. 
It looks as though Rumania would permit transit of, at most, 100,000 
Soviet soldiers in civilian clothes should Poland agree." 

Telegram No. 56 of May 23 from the German Legation in Buda
pest:49 

"Baron Apor, Foreign Afinister's Deputy, informed me Hungarian 
Government had indisputable evidence that Krofta had been ex
pressly assured at Sinaia of armed assistance from Rumania and 
Yugoslavia, in the event of military action by Hungary against 
Czechoslovakia. On the other hand, Krofta had been told that, in 
event of a German-Czech conflict, Rumania and Yugoslavia were 
unable to promise armed assistance. Apor further stated that it had 
been expressly confirmed to Hungarian Minister, on his inquiry in 
Rome, that Italy would not leave Hungary in lurch in event of 
attack by Little Entente." 

8) Yugoslavia. 
Report A 246 of April 29 from the German Legation in Sofia :50 

"During a conversation on the general situation, M. Kysse-I wan off 111 

(Bulgarian Prime Minister) informed me today that he knew that 
the Yugoslav Government had given Czechoslovakia to understand 
that she could not reckon on Yugoslav assistance if any war with 
Germany broke out over the Sudeten German question. Given the 
well-known friendly relations which unite the Bulgarian Prime 
Minister and M. Stoyadinovich, it is logical to assume that M. St. is 
himself the authority for this information, which is perhaps designed 
to confirm other information from Belgrade." . 

Report of August 17 from the German Legation in Bucharest:52 • 

"I am of the opinion-! may add in parenthesis-that then Yugo
slavia would align herself with Rumania, and even that, should M. 
Stoyadinovich or Prince Paul try to oppose this-the o~position in 
Yugoslavia is powerful and political murder always possible-Yugo-
slavia would mobilize against Hunaary. • 

In my opinion, therefore, it would be extremely advantageous for 
the localizing of such a conflict between Germany and Czechoslovakia 
if Hungary's military aid, should this be necessary, were kept in 
reserve as long as possible." 

• Document No. 406, p. 660. 
• Document No,l98, p. 331. 
• Not printed. 
"Dr. Georgi Klosselvanoff, Prime llinlster and Foreign Minister, 1935--40. 
• Document No. 863, p. 573. 
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9) Hungary. 
Report of August 29 from the German Legation in Budapest:11 

"M. Kanya. thought tha.t the Hungarians would fight even if the 
cha.nces of SUcce&1; were only 60-70 percent. But they could not be 
expected to commit suicide. 

There was little time for political discussions at Karinhall; one 
took place during a. hunting expedition between the Regent and 
Field Ma.rshal Goring, who had a. few minutes' private conversation 
with M. Imredy after dinner. 

Speaking of this talk, the Regent and the Hungarian Ministers told 
me tha.t the former had said that it was urgently desirable that a pos
sible armed quarrel with Czechoslovakia. should be postponed until 
the spring at least, in view of the present weakness of the Hungarian 
Army, which was due to the fact that the creatioQ. of new formations 
within the framework of the rearmament program was only begin
ning. Field Marshal Goring showed full understanding for this 
point of view and declared that no date had as yet been fixed. He 
would also welcome a. postponement from the German point of view 
a.nd would use his influence toward this end. The Hungarians have 
initial!y ~pt~ this statement with much relief but are under no 
grea.t illUSions m the matter. • • • · 

·Mussolini's assurance that he would not permit a. Yugoslav attack 
on Hungary, given during the last visit of the Hungarian Ministers 
to Rome, is not considered very significant here, as the Italians would 
then presumably have their main body of troops tied up on the 
French frontier, and an Italian offensive against Yugoslayia would 
soon be held up in the impassable country in the Karst mountains. 

Yon Ratz, the .Miillster for War, who elaborated in more detail 
Hungary's complaints about Germany's lack of cooperation in regard 
to the question of deliveries of war material, also said to me that 
the Hungarian Army would gladly take up arms as soon as possible 
after the possible outbreak of a German-Czech conflict, but that the 
exact moment depended upon the attitude of Yugoslavia." 

No. 437 
I 139/125835 

The German Charge a'.Atfaires in CzechoslQVa/da (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 332 of September 7 PRAGtJE, September 7, 1938---1 :tO p.m. 
Received September 7, 1938---3 p.m. 

In continuation ofiny telegram 31! of August 13." 
Italian Military Attache reports that Rumania has accorded per· 

mission to Soviet Government to fly over Rumanian territory on con
dition that Rumanian Military Attache in Prague is in each case 

• Document No. 4(12., p. 651. 
11 Document No. 400, p. 600. The date August 13 must be an error tor August SO. 
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informed in advance by the Czechoslovak General Staff of any tran
sit flight and landing. Since conclusion of this agreement forty-five 
Russian airplanes are so far reported to have been flown across to 
Czechoslovakia. 

,HENCKE 

No. 438 
139/125U'-45 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

'URGENT PRAGUE, September 7, 1938--10:44 p.m. 
No. 335 of September 7 Received September 8, 1938-1 a.m. 

In continuation of telegram 331 of September 6.115 

1. New Government proposals submitted to Sudeten German Party 
today are on way by courier. Dr. Kier requests that proposals, with 
whose contents even Henlein is not yet acquainted, should be for
warded to Nuremberg as soon as possible. 

2. Prime Minister received Sudeten German Party Deputies Kundt 
and Rosche this morning. Hodza stated it was evident to him that 
securing acceptance of eight Karlsbad demands was matter of pres
tige for Henlein. Prime Minister further declared that final drafting 
of text concerning self-administration was not yet complete, and suit
able form of central administration of Germans in Republic must 
be found. 

Sudeten German Party Deputies complained for their part about 
publication of Government proposals before their delivery to nego
tiating delegation, also about recent appointments of Czech magis
trates in Sudeten German area. On last point Hodza stated ~atter 
could be settled to German advantage in process of carrying out 
proportiona.te allocation of official posts. Principle of irremovability 
of magistrates constituted no obstacle to their being able to apply for 
transfer on their own, justifiable, initiative. Arrests of Sudeten 
German Party members reported in telegram No. 334 of September 
7115 provided further subject for complaint. 

3. This afternoon meeting of negotiating delegation held; with 
Frank presiding. Delegation was unanimously of the opinion that 
proposals, particularly after Hodza's supplementary statement, could 
not be turned down; on contrary, published form must be accepted. 
In Kier's opinion proposals included acceptance of eight Karlsbad 

• Not printed. 
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demands in theory, realization of which was now dependent on how 
they would be carried out in practice. 

4: • .As a result of :Mahrisch-Ostrau incidents,56 when Sudeten Ger
man Party Deputy was roughly handled by mob, Sudeten German 
Party delegation has meanwhile decided to inform President and 
Prime Minister that it would have to break off negotiations until 
affair was cleared up. Decision was based on the fact that Govern
ment was clearly not sufficiently master of situation to begin profit
able discussions with. any prospect of success, or to conclude them 
undisturbed at present. Details -of Mahrisch-Ostrau incident re-
ported by Deutsches N achrichtenburo. . 

5. Sudeten German Party delegation led by Frank called on Run
ciman this morning in order to report Mii.hrisch-Ostrau incidents 

. to him aDd inform him about interruption of negotiations. British 
observer, Major Sutton-Pratt, has gone to Mii.hrisch-Ostrau to in
vestigaie. 

6. Conversation between Kundt and Rosche and the 'Prime Minis
ter regarding incidents is expected to be renewed this evening. 

HENCKI: 

No. 439 
8371197254-56 

The German Charge d'Affaires in France (Brauer J to ·the GeNnan 
Foreign Ministry51 

Telegram 

[No. 4:33] PARIS, September 7 [, 1938]. 
Received September 8 [, 1938]-1 a.in • 

.Prime Minister Daladier asked me to call on him today-and com
municated the following to me: it had been reported to him from 
various quarters tha!'a state of emergenfYy ( etat d'alerte) had been 
declared in Germany. He was not cleat about the term, "state of 
emergency," and wished to ask me whet)ler I knew anything about 
the order and what_the state of emergency meant in Germany. If he 
were to apply the etat d'alerte to French (!Onditions, the measures 
the}.'eby involved would be very extensive and would approximate 
mobilization. 

• German deputies bad gone to MiibrilK'h-O!"trau to investi~ate the arrest of 
eighty-three Sudeten Germans on charges of gunrunning and espionage. During 
their visit one was alleged to have been struck with a whip by a police officer. 

· 11 A covering note, attached when the telegram was passed to General Keitel, 
bears his initial against the date. September 8. The copy printed bears no num
ber, but it is clear from the answer that it was No. 433. 

· This answer was based on Weizsacker's marginal note; lt was telephoned from 
Nuremberg and dispatched to Paris as telegram No. 406 on September 8 (337/ 
197257). 
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I told Daladier in reply that the expression "state of emergency" 
[Alarmzustand] was not known to nie as a technical expression for 
general military measures. Nor had I any kind of information from 
which it could be concluded that new factors had entered into the 
situation in Germany. At the same time I pointed out to':M; Daladier 
that French measures of a military nature recently adopted were 
well known to us, and had hitherto given no grounds for anxiety 
or for further inquiries. At this Daladier let the reason for his 
inquiry become apparent, namely, that anxiety had been felt by 
French authorities because of the report of the alleged declaration of 
a state of emergency in Germany, and that demands for counter~ 
measures might result from this, which he would wish to be avoided 
if at all possible on account of the danger invt>lved. 

In connection with this, Daladier expounded very emphatically 
opinions similar to those expressed by Bonnet in his conversation 
with the Ambassador on September Vi8 He stressed particularly 
the terrible and calamitous consequences of a European war, and 
declared that, from experience gained in the Spanish and Chinese 
conflicts, a war lasts a long time and must lead to destruction on an 
inconceivable scale. After the end of a war, the outbreak of a revo
lution, irrespective of victors or vanquished, was as certain in France 
as in Germany and Italy. Soviet Russia would not let the oppor
tunity pass of bringing world revolution to our lands, after the 
weakening of the European Continent. I pointed out in this respect 
that the situation was clearer than before, and that France only 
needed to show understanding for our national interests, in order 
to avoid the outbreak of a general conflict with the consequences 
described by him (Daladier). Daladier replied that in France there 
was complete understanding for our demands an,d there would .be 
no opposition to their being achieved by peaceful means, bu~ that 
the occasion of -any armed intervention by Germany in Czechoslo
vakia would mean the application of the ca8Us foederis, and with that 
a general armed conflict. On the other hand, the French people 
harbored absolutely no feelings of hatred for Germany but would, in 
the event of a peaceful solution of the Czech question, be completely 
won over, not only to accept the realization of German demands but 
also to tread the paths toward pacification and the possibility .of 
agreement with Germany to the benefit of Europe. 

There was no doubt about his own personal attitude toward Ger
many. For 20 years he had been striving for a settlement with Ger
many and had himself concluded the Four Power Pact, which he had 
advocated in the French Parliament against opposition even from 

• See document No. 422, p. 682. 
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the ranks of his own friends. For the Fiihrer he had particular 
understanding and respect. Thus he had listened yesterday to the 
broadcast of the FUhrer's speech in Nuremberg with some of his 
colleagues present. He completely subscribed to the FUhrer's decla
rations concerning agreement on mutual interests. The voice of the 
people was indeed of greater importance. But he was convinced that 
this necessitated peace on both sides of the frontier. Thereupon I 
once more explained our position duly apportioning the respon
sibility. 

I should be grateful if I could be enabled to convince M. Daladier 
of the correctness of my assumption t~at fresh measures have not 
been adopted in Germany. 

[Marginal note by Weizsacker:] 
U. St. S.: The RM would like us to reply somewhat as follows: 
We are in agreement with language held, but do not desire this 

conversation to be continued unnecessarily, especially as official in
tluiries would have to pass through Poncet's hands. 
· If necessary, B. could say he had received no evidence at all to 

suggest that his extemporized answer was inaccurate. 
(The exchange of telegrams should be shown to General Keitel 

._fte1· dispatch in Nuremberg, since he is not here.) W. September 9. 

~o. 440 
837/197230-35 

The German Oharge tl'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

URGENT 

~ECRET 

A.m. 2. h. 

PRAGUE, September 8, 1938. 

The leader of the Sudeten German Party negotiating delegation, 
Dr. Kundt, and his legal adviser, Dr. Kier, have each placed at my 
disposal an assessment, from the Sudeten German point of view, of 
the political situation which has been created by the latest Govern-
ment proposal. · 

In enclosure (1) I .have the honor to submit Deputy Kundt's memo
randum, and in enclosure (2) that of Dr. Kier. 

Because of the need for speed, I have sent a copy of this report, 
with enclosures, by safe hand to the Minister, Dr. Eisenlohr, in 
Nuremberg. 
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[Enclosure 1] 

An entirely new situation has been created by the new official 
Government proposal, instigated by Benes and partially drawn up 
by him, which demands a speedy decision. Both from this proposal 
and also from statements by President BeneS and the Prime Minister, 
it can be assumed with comparative certainty that Bene5, as well as 
the Government, is endeavoring to come to a draft agreement with 
the Sudeten German Party, so as to demonstrate to world public 
opinion that the Government was going thus far in the interests of 
peace to accept and to realize in practice Konrad Henlein's eight 
Karlsbad demands, within the limits of the sovereignty, integrity, 
and unity of the State. What must therefore be taken into account 
is that the few but still very fundamental supplementary proposals 
by the Sudeten German Party to this draft agreement will be ac
cepted eventually by the Government. If the Sudeten German Party 
does not wish to put itself, and thus also the German Reich, in the 
wrong, the Sudeten German Party must eventually accept such an 
agreement which, outwardly and in its essential content, covers the 
most important principles of the Karlsbad demands. ·Otherwise, 
Benes and the Government will succeed in finding proof, credible to 
the less well-informed foreign countries, that the Sudeten German 
Party on instructions from the Reich was only pretending to strive 
for a peaceful solution, but that, in reality, it was aiming at the 
conquest of Czechoslovakia by the Reich, or at very least of the 
Bohemian and Moravian provinces, without regard to the very far
reaching concessions by the Czechs. Certainly Benes and the Gov
ernment took over from the Western Powers this scheme for settling 
the question of war guilt to the disadvantage of the German people, 
whereby perhaps certain politicians of the 'Yestern Powers also 
genuinely wish for a peacef1;1l solution, so that they should not expose 
themselves and their countries to the dangers and sacrifices of war 
without serious reason for so doing. This aim of those Czechs and 
circles friendly to the Czechs, who wish to show up the German 
people in the question of war guilt, is, however, no less dangerous 
for the Czechs than it might be in certain circumstances for the Reich 
through tactical blunders by the Sudeten Germans. Benes and, in 
particular, the Left Wing of the Czech Government, who are obliged 
to submit to momentary pressure by the Western Powers to go so 
far that they must accept the implementation of the Karlsbad de
mands within the framework of such an agreement, are nevertheless 
not definitely honest in their intentions. They hope to gain time and 
that they will find ways and means in its execution to evade an actual 
implementation of the eight Karlsbad demands. It must be assumed 

79766._.~L D--lil 
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with certainty that authoritative Czech politicians, particularly 
Bene5, are fully aware that, if such an agreement actually material
izes, the Germans will acquire such a ·position within the Bohemian
Moravian area, in conjunction with the encircling of this area by the 
greater German Reich and full cooperation between Sudeten German 
and Reich German forces made possible by the treaty, that though 
the State remains in form a sovereign, independent, and to a certain 
e:rtent unified State, enclosed by State frontiers, in practice it will 
come, in a very short space of time, not only to economic and intel
lectual, but also diplomatic and military subjection. By the realiza
tion of such an agreement, the State would become so impotent that 
it could henceforth neither be a stronghold of the. Czech people nor 
a powerful weapon for other Great Powers to use against the Reich. 
As this is quite obvious to the Czech politicians, whose cunning and 
clear-sightedness, particularly in the case of Benes, should by no 
means be underestimated, there is here the certain possibility that 
within a few weeks, within 3 months at the most, during the working 
out of the legal basis for the formulation and realization of the agree
ment, it will be proved to the world that Bene8 and his Government 
once more intend to continue in the main the post-1918 policy, merely 
by means of new trickery. This proof appears to be urgently neces
sary for the most varied reasons, in view of the European situation 
revolving round the Czechoslovak question, since this Government 
proposal, which has given Be~e5 a certain advantage. Enn though 
analogies from history are always a little off the mark, yet it seems 
necessary to demonstrate to world public opinion the dishonesty of 
the. man Bene5, as we succeeded in doing in the case of the more 
clumsy stupidity of Schuschnigg, in such a way that the Western 
Powers were no longer prepared to take up arms for such a politician. 
The situation would be more dangerous still if such an agreement, . 
which could enable the Sudeten German Party to demonstrate this, 
did not materialize, and if furthermore-what is already in prepara
tion-Lord Runciman came forward with a British proposal which 
certainly would not be part of the Government proposal. Firstly, 
the fact that Lord Runciman's mission would thereby only properly 
assume real political significance, and also the fact that British 
prestige would thereby establish the British in the Central European 
region on the lines envisaged by certain British politicians, would 
make political intervention by the Reich more difficult; if an 
agTeem.ent were reached ~tween ·the· Czech Government and the 
Sudeten German Party and were implemented within a short time, 
the fact that the Czechs were again leading international public 
opinion astray would be exposed without direct British participa-
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tion. There is therefore some justification for believing that, by ac~ 
cepting a valid agreement, the Bohemia~ :Mora via-Silesia area would 
either come unobtrusively under the exclusive influence of the Reich, 
or that, on the sudden violation of this agreement by the Czechs, 
there would remain the possibility of a solution by other means. The 
latter solution would only be facilitated to a certain extent by this. 
Anyone fully acquainted with Czech psychology, the materialistic 
outlook of authoritative Czech circles, and the obstinacy of the Gen~ 
eral Staff officers, which has been aggravated by Moscow to the point 
of blindness, may assume with comparative certainty that, at the 
latest, at the moment when the implementing measures come into 
force and the legal implementation of the agreement by Parliament 
must be decided upon, the present political plan of Benes and the 

. Government is doomed to failure in the eyes of their own people, even 
if it is meant in all sincerity. It is only a question of whether the 
respite which can be granted to the Sudeten German Party is a few 
months at the most, in spite of the gravity of the situation, and 
whether this would cause the Sudeten Germans to lose their nerve, 
which would be decisive in either case; alternatively, are the Sudeten 
German £ollaborators of Konrad Henlein, concerned with it, con
fident that they can still accomplish this task for National Socialist 
Germany from now on as well~ I believe that the latter point, namely 
whether or not this time can be allowed to the Sudeten German 
Party, can only be decided by the FUhrer ! 

Such a decision will, however, be necessary within a few days, as 
otherwise the Sudeten German Party delegation and, thereby, the 
Sudeten German Party and the Reich too will waste important 
days, which might put us more easily in the wrong. 

[Enclosure 2] 

The situation created by the second offer. 

KUNDT 

Aim and motive of the second Government offer must, in view of 
the present situation and information to hand, be fot~nd in the fol~ 
lowing three possibilities: : , 

1) It has materialized as a result of pressure from Britain and 
France, who have caused the Czech Government to realize that such 
an off~r is necessary. 

2) Under pressure from Britain and Franee, made under duress 
by the Czechs, with the intention of getting over the period until 
the middle of October, regarded by the Czechs as a dangerous time, 
by means of bluff. 

3) Under pressure from Britain and France, but with their agree~ 
rnent, solely as an expedient, to get over the dangerous period. 
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At the same time it must be considered whether there is not the 
intention on the British side to test whether an agreement with the 
Reich (even if only indirectly) can be reached in any way, or whether 
the Reich is only (indirectly) making sham offers, which it never 
seriously intends to carry out. 

It must be the unequivocal aim of Sudeten German policy to make 
sure that Czechoslovakia should not be an available tool in the 
hands of the Reich's enemies, and to achieve this by every means 
at their disposaL If this proved possible by a sterilizing proce&;, 
then this opportunity must not on a.ny account be wasted. 

Guiding principle for Sudeten German conduct has been strictly 
laid down, to follow at all costs that course which gives the surest 
guarantee that every possibility will remain open. 

The following situation therefore arises: 

1) I"' m1ent of rejection: 
a) Strongest support from Britain and France for the Czechs. 
b) The Czech people united behind the Government. 
c) Removal of all dissension in the Czech Government camp. 
d) No new point de dlpart for the Sudeten Germans and elimi

nation of all possibilities of a solution, not involving the use 
of fon!e. 

2) lA m1ent of acceptance: 
a) The State undoubtedly greatly weakened. 
b) Great difficulties for the Government with the Czech people 

a.nd increase _in internal Czech difi'erences. 
c) Extraordinary difficulties in necessary negotiations in the 

Parliament. · 

As a result those chances again emerge which present the Sudeten 
German Party sooner or later with every opportunity for a solution. 

The question now is tDhether the offer is acceptable. This can be 
aMt.Dered in tlle affirmative in view of the statements made by Prime 
l.finister Hodza since, particularly under pressure from the Mahrisch· 
Ostrau incidents, the complete realization of the eight points is at
tain&.ble in a very short time, and since, moreover, there can be' no 
doubt that, _by reaching an ~ment, there would be adequate op
portunities of demonstrating to the Czechs the nonobservance of 
their pledges. 

Even on examination of the three alternatives listed at the begin
ning, irrespective of which alternative proves correct, acceptance is 
certainly preferable to rejection. Even in the unlikely event of a 
comPlete realization of the eight points, there is no danger in ac
cepta.nce, since by skillful carrying out of this policy by the Sudeten 
German Party, disregarding of course direct external consequences, 
the power of the State can be completely undermined from within. 
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If the power potential of the Reich, which will be available to its 
full extent in the next 5 weeks, is now fully utilized, the course of 
negotiations must in all circumstances be accelerated, so that at the 
end of this period either the bad faith of the opposing side is un
equivocally demonstrated, or those fundamental new regulations are 
adhered to, in principle at least, which constitutes the aim of the 
eight points. 

Delaying tactics could not therefore be in any way in the interests 
of the Sudeten German Party. 

No. 441 
139/125881-82 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT PRAGUE, September 8, 1938-10:50 p.m. 
No. 339 of September 8 Received September 9, 1938-1:30 a.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 335 of September 7.69 

1) Prince Max Hohenlohe had conversations yesterday and today 
with K. H. Frank and other Sudeten German politicians and alSo 
with Ashton-Gwatkin, which yield following picture: 

a) Frank described new Government proposal as very far-reach
ing. It would mean about 90 percent acceptance of Karlsbad de
mands. Dr. Rosche and Dr. Schickedanz, members of negotiating 
delegation, had even spoken of 95 percent. To this would be added 
supplement dealing with self-administration, mentioned yesterday to 
Sudeten German Party delegation by Prime Minister. After settle- · 
ment of Miihrisch-Ostrau incidents, Sudeten German Party sees for 
the present no possibility of refusing acceptance of Go:vernment pro
posal and avoiding negotiations for.its implementation. 

Sudeten German Party is aware that in practice implementation 
would produce considerable difficulties, ~ view of Czech mentality. 
Also it would not be easy to obtain majority in Parliament in favor 
of acceptance of appropriate laws, although Government has already 
prepared means of bringing influence to bear to this end-clearly also 
of a financial nature. In these circumstances it would be of impor
tance to insist, after possible acceptance of Government proposal, on 
immediate implementation of practical measures by Czechoslovak 
Government. 

b) Ashton-Gwatkin gave it as his opinion that new Government 
proposals closely approximated Karlsbad demands. Latter could be 

• Document No. 438, p. 711. 
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fully met, with some additions to be achieved by means of negotiation. 
British and French Governments would not allow Czechoslovak 
Government to make difficulties over its implementation. Should 
Czechoslovak Government not fulfill their pledges in practice, Britain 
would regard herself as being under no obligation. .Moreover, British 
are conscious that success of negotiations was not Runciman's achieve
ment, who almost suffered a nervous collapse the day before yester
day, but must be attributed primarily to German military measures. 

2) Miihrisch-Ostrau incident not yet settled. Government state
ment is·expected tomorrow. Prime Minister's offer to set free eleven 
Sudeten German prisoners was rejected. by Sudeten German Party 
as inadequate. 

Ashton-Gwatkin told Prince Hohenlohe that l\Iajor Sutton-Pratt 
was still in Miihrisch-Ostrau. British .Mission hoped that chief of 
police in .Miihrisch-Ostrau, who has a bad reputation, would be re
moved. They had received news from Government that policeman 
who had struck Sudeten German Party Deputy May 80 had been 
reduced in rank. 

In this connection .A.shton-Gwatkin referred to British press re
ports, which expressed suspicion that incident was an intrigue by 
Frank, who wished by this means to sabotage German-Czech agree
ment at the last moment. Without expressing any opinion on the 
facts reported in the press, Ashton-Gwatkin remarked that British 
l\Iission would regard it as extreme provocation, if Sudeten German 
Party were to take advantage of blunders by Czechoslovak police to 
sabotage discussions. Frank was almost solely responsible for main
tenance of peace. 

3) Hope to be able to telegraph tonight more detailed account of 
Sudeten German legal opinion on Government proposals.81 

HENCXE 

• Cf. footnote 56, p. 712. 
• See document No. 442, intra. 
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No. 442 
337/197238--41 

1'he German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign M inutry · 

Telegram 

No. 340 PRAGUE, September 8 [, 1938]. 
In continuation oftelegram No. 339 of September 8.82 

Resolution of Sudeten German Party negotiating delegation, ap
proved by K. H. Frank, on most recent Government proposal, reads 
as follows: 

"New Government bill deals with all essential demands which were 
raised at Karlsbad. Formulation is based to considerable extent on 
our counterproposal to Benes. · 

1) In text of draft protocol three of these demands are either 
inadequate or vague. 

a) Equality of rights and status for German national group 
in the legislative organization of the State, and its inclusion in 
State administration, are· not mentioned. (Our demand was Diet 
system in National Assembly and incorporation of leaders of 
self-administrative body in central Government.) 

b) Legal personality of national group is not expressly recog
nized· as such, but only indirectly by reference to fundamental 
rights, nationality, and collective interests. 

c) Absolute recognition of settlement area only accorded with 
restrictive proviso, which is capable of wide interpretation. 

2) Spirit [Psyche] of national self-administration to be established 
unsatisfactory, because national self-administration would have to 
be shared among districts [ Gaue] having no legal connection with 
one another, and no central organs provided for individual nation
alities. There is certainly some mention of granting a legal norm 
tO this self-administration. It is not, however, clear whether the 
expression should also include actual rights to legislate on competency 
of self-administration, or whether this expression was chosen in def-
erence to press as matter of prestige. · 

Setting up of central authorities for national self-administration 
is. however, essential, as also verbally recognized by Prime :Minister 
Hodza. Division of responsibilities between State and self-adminis
tration only formulated in general terms. Text is partly based on 
our proposal. ' 

3) Text of remaining points contains some reservations, which 
can be interpreted in an elastic manner. 

Question of State police in German area dealt with as in Qur ver
sion, therefore proposal satisfactory .. Also actual complaints in 
supplementary protocol satisfactorily formulated to a certain extent, 

a Document No. 441, supra. 
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but need to be amplified, in matter of amnesty in political criminal 
procedure and arrests. 

General impression: If vague wording completely eliminated, ad· 
ditions and amplifications mentioned here are inserted by law and 
corresponding effective guarantee, draft can be regarded from legal 
as~ct as theoretically suitable basis for agreement in form and 
prmciple, in order to assist realization of eight Karlsbad demands 
and thereby attainment of aim within formal framework of State. 

In view of 20 years' experience, exce_ptional difficulties must cer
tainly be reckoned with in subsequent discussions on implementation 
when drafting implementing laws [Durchfuhrungsgesetze] and 
amendments to them." 

· Negotiating delegation requests onward transmission by telegram 
to Nuremberg of above resolution, intended only for internal use. 

HENCKE 

No, 443 
139/12588,1-85 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign M inistry1 

Telegram 

No. 406 of September 8 LoNDON, September 8, 1938. 
Received September 9,1938-10:10 a.m. 

Last paragraph of yesterday's Times article63 caused great sensa· 
tion in London. General opinion that idea of cession of Sudetenland 
to Germany, to prevent threat of world war, inspired by Government. 
Foreign Office denied this view first in press conference at midday and 
then in evening in form of official statements. Statement says: 

" ••• that a suggestion appearing in The Times this morning to the 
effect that the Czechoslovak Government might consider as an alter· 
native to their present :t>roposals the occasion [sic] of the fringe of 
alien population in the1.r territory in no way represents the views 
of His Majesty's Government."e• · 

• The Times on September 7 published a leading article containing the following 
passage: "It might be worth while for the Czechoslovak Government to consider 
whether they should exclude altogether tl).e project, which has found favor In 
some quarters, of making Czechoslovakia a more homogeneous State by the 
secession of that fringe of alien populations who are contiguous to the nation 
with which they are united by race. • • • The advantages to Czechoslovakia of 
becoming a homogeneous State might conceivably outweigh the obvious dlsadvan· 
tages of losing the Sudeten German district of the borderland." 

Cuttings of the leading articles of September 7, 8, and 9 and the article by the 
diplolii'atic correspondent of September 8 were sent by Kordt to the Foreign 
Ministry as despatch No. A 3800 of September 10 (2369/494925-30-). 

11 The quotation is in English in the original 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 723 

Latter official dementi was result of direct intervention by Masa
ryk, Ozechoslovak Minister here, who twice called at the Foreign 
Office for this purpose. 

Daily Telegraph and leading provincial papers attack Times, 
particularly on grounds that Sudeten German attitude would be 
stiffened by The Times article. · 

According to reliable information,.Times article was certainly not 
inspired by the Foreign Office.' The possibility exists, )lowever, that 
it derives from a suggestion which reached The Times editorial staff 
from the Prime Minister's entourage. Supporting this view is fact 
that Times, in today's leading article, "The Threat of Force," main
tains its opinion, even though in less pronounced form. 

No. 444 
139/125897 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) and the Naval 
Attache of the German Embassy in France ( M artllitz) to the 
German Foreign Ministry for the Kriegsmarine 

Telegram 

No. 435 of September 9 PARis, September 9, 1938. 
Received September 9, 1938-8:55 p.m. 

Italian Naval Attache communicates from allegedly reliable source: 
French Mediterranean Squadron has recalled men on leave and 
brought crews up to war strength. All fortifications· on Mediter
ranean coast and Corsica are manned. Construction of more bat
teries in progress, reinforcing of garrisons on the Italian frontier 
confirmed. Similar measures for Atlantic Fleet and Atlantic coast 
are probable, but not so far confirmed. 

lfARWITZ 

BRAUER 
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No. 445 
139/125892 

The German Olulrge a' Af!aires in Rumania (Stelzer) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 174 of September 9 BucHAREST, September 9, 1938-7 p.m. 
Received September 9, 1938-9: 30 p.m. 

Reference 188 (Pol. IV 5875) of September 'f,85 

Prague report confirmed by agent here. Rumanian General Staff 
has·-agreed to air transport of Soviet Russian aircraft over Rumania 
on condition that Rumanian Military Attache in Prague checks that 
neither arms nor photographic apparatus are carried, when RlJ.s
sian aircraft land. On strength of this agreement, 650 Russian 
aircraft in all have been delivered. , 

Commission composed of ·members of Czech General Staff is at 
present in Moscow to arrange delivery of a further 300 aircraft. 

STELZER 

·[Penciled note referring to the figure 650 above:] R.K.M:. [War 
Ministry] considers this figure too high and f:!Stimates it as 300 at 
most. 

No. 446 
139/125893-96 

1'he German Olulrge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

I 

Telegram 

URGENT PRAGUE, September 9, 1938-10 :44 p.m. 
No. 344 of September 9 Received September 10, 1938-1:30 a.m. 

In continuation of telegram 340 of September 8.85• 

1) Sudeten German Party expects that by the fulfillment of con
creie demands put forward by them the incident at M:ii.hrisch-Ostrau 
will be cleared up by the Czech Government today. 

2) If this is so, the Sudeten German Party delegation intends to 
propose to the Prime Minister that negotiations. be resumed .on Sep· 
tember 13. At the talks a statement by Hodza. on the practical work· 
ing out of self-administration is expected. 

ln...reply to the last Government proposal, the Sudeten German 
Party delegation has drawn up a new version of draft which will 

• Not printed. 
.. Document No. 422, p. 721. 
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probably be handed to the Government on September 13. Draft 
follows by courier.66 

3) Original intention of Government here was to publish complete 
text of last Government proposals .. Such procedure would be con
trary to agreements between President and Kundt, in which publica
tion was provided for only after final agreement had been reached. 
Hodza now gave an assurance that only an extract was to be an
nounced to the public. 

4) According to statement by the Prime Minister, the radio ad
dress by the President, expected tomorrow, will not deal with ques
tions of foreign policy, but will merely be a peaceful exhortation to 
the people as a whole. 

5) Prime Minister today asked Kundt whether the Sudeten Ger
man Party would be prepared to guarantee peace and order in the 
Sudeten German area with their own forces, as (group missing) after 
the Austrian Anschluss. Kundt answered that this would only be 
possible if uniformed Sudeten German irregulars assumed the func
tions of the police.- Hodza expressed no opinion on this. 

6) In the last few days the Runciman Mission has receded very 
much into the background; an active part is now played only by 
Ashton-Gwatkin, who told Prince Max Hohenlohe that Lord Runci
man himself was no longer studying the situation, and was annoyed 
by the methods of negotiation of both parties. He thought that it 
was Lord Runciman's urgent desire to return to London as soon as 
possible. If so desired, Prince Hohenlohe thinks he has an oppor
tunity to force the Runciman Mission to decide on a speedy departure. 

7) A Communist riot is expected in Prague tonight. Police have 
taken extensive precautions. 

HENCKE 

No. 447 
2369/494980-81 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

MINUTE 

(Pol. IV ~17) 
The Rumanian Minister called on me today because he said he 

would presumably not be able to contact the Reich Minister. The 
Minister said he came on instructions of his Foreign Minister with 
whom he had recently spoken in Bucharest. According to him the 
Rumanian Government has exerted strong pressure in Prague to 
make the Czech Government adopt a conciliatory attitude toward the 

•Not printed (139j125812-80). 
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Sudeten Germans. The Minister ascribes a part of the merit for the 
present Czech proposals to his own Government. 

For the rest the Minister commented on the presumable course of 
German military action against Czechoslovakia. According to him 
international Jewry would see this as a signal for launching a gen
eral agitation against Germany, in which the Jews would succeed 
as far as the Western Powers were concerned. There was no fear 
of anything similar occurring in Yugoslavia, and Rumania, too, 
would do her best not to be involved. It was in the most vital in
terest of his country that Russia should be prevented from interfering 
via. Rumanian territory. In· this connection Rumania was at one 
with Poland. 

However, the Minister continued, the position would become criti
cal if Hungary took a. hand. Yet very definite information from 
Hungary made it clear that Hungary would keep quiet. The only 
case that might be anticipated was a possible use of Hungarian 
territory by German troops. Whether this would mean a casu$ 
foederis for Rumania. was a. question upon which the lawyers could 
not agree. The Minister asked me to give him a. declaration that we 
would not force Hungary to take up arms, neither would we make 
use of her territory. 

I told the Minister not to concern himself with such theoretical 
matters but to concentrate on the fact already known to him that 
the friendship between Germany and Hungary was a true one; never
theless, we did -not give instructions to the independent Hungarian 
State. The ;Minister acknowledged that Imredy, too, had recently 
sa.id much the same thing to him. 

I answered a further question from the 1\finister as to whether we 
would demand a plebiscite in the Sudeten German area by saying 
that up to the present the German Government had not demanded 
anything of that nature, as they had not interfered with the nego-

. tiations in any way. However, should the idea of a plebiscite come 
to the fore it would doubtless find favor with us. 

WEIZSACKU 

NUREMBERG, September 9, 1938. 
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No. 448 
CU/00033o-88 

Manuscript Notes by Hitler's Adjutant (Schmundt) on Conference 
at Nuremberg 61 

TOP SECRET, MILITARY 
CoNFERENCE, NUREMBERG, SEPTEMBER 9-10, 1938, 10 P.M.-3 :30 A.M. 

Present: The Fuhrer 
General von Brauchitsch 
General Halder 
General Keitel 
Major Schmundt 
Captain Engel 
Captain von Below 

GENERAL HALDER: States rea8ons ·for operational plan "Green." 
Task: To prevent retreat of Cz. Army from Moravia-Bohemia area. 
To beat army. To bring about rapid decision. · 

Task can be accomplished by pincer attack in the direction of 
O~utz and Brunn, to be undertaken by 2d and 14th Armies. Difti-. 
cult transport situation in Austria, therefore main ~:trort in 2d Army 
area. 

Cz. frontier can only be lightly held. Withdrawal certain on part 
of Cz. forces. Several defensive lines favored by terrain will delay 
secondary thrusts and allow time for a Cz. withdrawal, and thus 
hold the central districts. This must be prevented. The Bohemian
Moravian heights which will confront the attacker in the last phase 
will favor probable Cz. tactics. 

The pincer attack makes a "rear attack" from behind these heights 
possible. 

This operation will definitely succeed. 
Reserves at first mainly local. Further reserves near and south of 

Prague. Opponent cannot collect further reserves. 
Opponent does not possess concentrated armored forces. They are 

· dispersed and consist of light units. 
2d Army. Weaknesses opposite its sector recognized. Fortifications 

only partly completed. Mostly lack armored cupolas. There' are 
great gaps. 

Oppa is no obstacle; can be crossed by tanks as well as infantry. 
No armored forces opposing. Freudenthal only 35 · men garrison! 
So-called light motorized forces on right flank are no danger. They 
consist partly of mounted units and will be engaged by adjoining 

""From the Schmundt file (Nuremberg document 388-PS). For Operation 
"Green," see footnote 54, p. 239. 
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army.· Were the attack, against expectations, to fail, then under no 
circumstances "bleed to death" before the position. 

Deployment must be flexible. Rear formations will then be 
brought up to points where success has been achieved. 

Cz. fears the 'Glaz mountain area. ·Only demonstrations to be 
staged in this area, to pin down Cz. forces. 

To provide cover eastward, tanks will be valuable. 
On the rest of the mountain front: IVth Corps and frontier 

defensive sector, demonstrations must be staged to pin down forces. 
l~th and lf,th Armies will work together. Their columns must 

necessarily support one another during the advance and cause front 
to collapse. 

Bohemia only weakly held on frontier: 1 div. to 120 kms. Opera
tion therefore promising. 

After advance in northerly direetion, 12th Army swings east and 
"races" for Briinn. · 

The enemy will not be able to employ reserves according to plan. 
10th Army faces Pilsen switch line which is strongly fortified. 

Bad roads. Timks must break through here and secure bridgeheads 
for following-up forces. Forees of next wave will be brought up by 
mechanized transport troops. 

After the 3d and 4th mobilization day, 6 further divs. will be 
brought up to. 2d and 3d line and can be employed where suecess is 
in the balance. . 

THE FuHRER: We should not base our plans of operation on 
wishful thinking, but on the probable course of action pursued by 
the enemy. 

With regard to his course of action two factors are decisive: 
1) At the time of our rearmament between 1934 and 1938, our 

opponent must have endeavored to secure himself against a cutting 
of west-east communications, therefore probably between Troppau 
and Nikolsburg. Against us, therefore, by means of fortifications on 
the Upper Silesian frontier. In the South, an agreement with Austria. 
would achieve a defense north of the Danube, or an advance to the 
Danube to protect the southern flank. 

2) The latter is no longer possible. Therefore, as a result of the 
situation created in :March 1938, it is all the more probable that they 
have increased their-fortifications opposite our 2d Army. The enemy 
must hold there--otherwise there is no sense in holding the remaining 
front:' Hence here the best regiments and fortifications are to be 
expected. Holding of the front facing the 2d Army will decide the 
fate of Czechoslovakia. 
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There is no doubt that the planned pinet r movement is the most 
desirable solution and should take place. But its success is neverthe
less too uncertain for it to be depended on. Especially as a rapid 
success is necessary from a political point of view. The first week is 
politically decisive, within which a far-reaching territorial gain must 
be achieved. 

Our artillery (21-cm. howitzers) not adequate against the fortifi
cations. Where an attack is expected the element of surprise is 
ruled out. 

Besides, from experience it is difficult to abandon an action which 
achieves only parti,al success. :More and more units· are thrown into 
breaches and "bleeding to death," which must be avoided, sets in. 
(Yerdun! !) Tanks are used up and are not available for the sub
sequent operation to g11.in territory. The consequence is that motor
ized divisions have to advance without tanks. . ("Tables turned!") 

Also the objectives of the motorized units are not far enough 
ahead and can be gained without fighting, so that they could be 
equally well gained by the infantry. 

The motorized divs. will not be able to influence a decision sub
shmtially. 

It is the task of motorized forces to cross areas free of the enemy. 
Where an attack has opened up a large free space, their employment 
is justified. Compare the use of army cavalry whose swan song 
came at the beginning of the 1914 war. 

It is catastrophic for tanks to haye to stop and wait for infantry. 
This contradicts all laws of logic. 

In the 14th Army sector fortifications can only have been begun 
since March, hence thrust toward Briinn will be easier. 2d Armored 
Div. can therefore be left there. However, this division should oper
ate with 29th (Mot.) Div. Therefore the 29th must not arrive on the 
evening of the 2d day. The 2d Armored Div. must constitute the 
advance column of the 29th (Mot.) Div. Are the road conditions 
suitable for the 29th! · · 

The 13th Div., which has no prospects of success as a mot. div. with 
the 12th Army, is to be transferred to Reichenau's Army together 
with the 2d (:Mot.) Div. 

Thus two chances for victory will be created. 
If pincer movement has no success, lOth Army will open way for 

12th Army, bringing strong forces into the heart of the country. If 
both operations are successful, this means the end of Czechoslovakia. 

In place of the two mot. divisions it is preferable to mobilize two 
fmther divisions which are to be brought up in lorries and busses. 
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For the lOth Army, a tum northeast toward Prague may become 
necessary. 

GEN. v. BuuCHITSCH: Employment of mot. divs. was based on 
difficult rail situation in Austria and difficulties of bringing up other 
divs. (ready to march) at the right time. 

In the west, vehicles will have to leave on September 20, if X-day 
remains as planned. 

Workers leave on the 23d. by relays. Specialist workers remain 
according to decision by Army Command 2. 

THE Fii'lmER: Doesn't see why workers have to return home as 
early as X-11. Other workers and people are also on the way on 
mobilization day. Also the railway wagons, they will stand around 
unnecessarily afterward. 

GENERAL K'E:m!L: Workers are not under the jurisdiction of dis
trict commands [Bezirlc8-Kdoa.] in the West. 

Trains must be marshaled. 
GEN. v. B.: 235,000 men (Labor Service) will be called "up. 96 

Constructions Bns. will be. distributed (also in the East). 40,000 
trained men stay i1l the West. 

Tm: FfumER: Trained men should be distributed among newly 
formed 2d line divs. 

GLli. v. B.: Will be investigated. Implies change of mobilization 
orders. War orders already in hands of the people. 

GENERAL CoNSTRUCTION INSPECTOR DR. ToDT: (brought in later ! ) 
Delays in unloading of material through slow changeover in railway 
timetable only from September 15. 

Transports must have moved oft' by X-11. 
Air defense zone to be in rear of infantry zones. 
Construct battery positions. 

Certified correct. 
Scu:aroNDT 

Major, General Staff 
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No. 449 
1613/387045 

An Otficial of Political Division IV in the German Foreign Ministry 
(Altenburg) to the German Ohargl, d' Alfairea in Ozechoslovalcia 
(Beneke) 

SECRET BERLIN, September 10, 1938. 
By courier on September 12 (Pol. I 2111 g) 

DEAR HENCK.E: Very many thanks for your interesting letter, 
A. III. 2. h., of the 6th of this month.68 Unfortunately, I could not 
answer it immediately, as in the meantime I was in Nuremberg and 
only got back yesterday. For the same reason, I was unable to tele
phone to tell you that my idea of coming to Prague would have to be 
given up. I must thank you heartily for all your friendly intentions 
toward me and still have some hope that a visit may be possible •. 

As for the conversations in question, the information which we have 
received here sounds less cheerful or, if you prefer, more positive. 
It is, however, terribly difficult to write anything on these mattel'S" 
and therefore I do not think it right of Frank to refer you for 
information to the Foreign Ministry when he well knows that you 
have not yet been informed and that, by the very nature of things, 
you can hardly have received anything in writing. We have arranged 
matters here between the Foreign Ministry, the Volksdeutsche Mittel
stelle, and BUrger, that whoever is the first to get any news at once 
passes it on to the others. Herr Frank might easily have done the 
same, particularly as there are definite instructions for the Party 
always to keep the Legation informed of what is going on. Since 
this is a matter of primary impprtance, it might be perhaps a good 
thing for you to discuss it once more with Frank. For it is precisely 
now in these days of special difficulty that we have a duty to work 
together to the fullest extent. · · 

I heard today by telephone from Nuremberg that K. ~H. is in 
bed with a temperature, but has given his sanction to the Sudeten 
German attitude to Bene8' latest proposal, as it has been reported in 
the German Press. 

With best wishes and Heil Hitler! 
Yours ever, A[LTENBUBG] 

• Document No. 435, p. 701. 
797te4-4~1. 11-U 
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No. 450 
139/125911-12 

The German Charge d:'AflaireR in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT LoNDON, September 10, 1938-3:30 p.m. 
TOP SECRET Received September 10, 1938-4 :45 p.m. 
No. 407 of September 10 

•' To be forwarded to Reich Minister immediately. 
Have learned following from absolutely unimpeachable source: 
Concerning Halifax conversation yesterday with French Ambassa

dor Corbin: Corbin began conversation with observation that well
known Times article119 was extraordinarily inopportune. To this 
Halifax replied with much gravity that, from a purely tactical point 
of view, he was of the same opinion. He was nevertheless obliged 
to inform the French Ambassador that it was impossible for an 
Anglo-Saxon nation to take up arms in order to prevent the fulfill
ment by means of a plebiscite of the right to self-determination of a 
nation of 3,461,000 people. Such a course of action would be 
contrary to the highest principles which the Anglo-Saxon peoples 
wished to see guiding their destiny. 

Ambassador Corbin thereupon replied that the French Government 
shared this view completely. Nor would France take up arms in 
order to prevent a national group, highly developed morally and in
tellectually, from exercising the right to self-determination. How
ever, this resolution was only valid on one condition: France would 
never allow her Czechoslovak ally to be forcibly attacked. Should 
Germany make such an attempt, France would in all circumstances 
fulfill her treaty obligations with all the forces at her disposal. Lord 
Halifax thereupon confirmed that the views of the French and 
British Governments coincided on all points: France could count on 
British armed assistance in the event of armed action by Germany 
against Czechoslovakia. 

KoRDT 

• See doeu.ment No. 443, p. 722 and footnote 63 thereto. 
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No. 451 
139/1211913-15 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) and the 
Naval Attache (Siemens) to the German Foreign Ministry, the 
War Ministry, and the Naval High Oo'"!'mand · 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT LoNDON, September 10, 1938-5:53 p.m. 
No. 408 of September 10 Received September 10,1938-7:40 p.m. 

Also for War Ministry, Supreme Command of the Navy, M. Att. 
To be forwarded to Reich Minister immediately. 
In continuation of telegraphic report 403 of September 8.'10 

In view of the announcements in the morning press, I called this· 
morning, after consultation with Charge d'Affaires, on Rear Admiral 
Troup, head of the Admiralty Intelligence Service,71 who received 
me in absence of Admiral James71• (head of the Operations Division 
actually concerned). I first of all asked Admiral Troup whether 
press report of mobilization of British Fleet was correct. Troup 
replied that this report was correct in regard to mine sweepers and 
mine layers.. On my inquiring about the reason for these measures, 
Troup ·pointed to general European situation. I thereupon replied 
that Great Britain was in no way threatened. I could assure him 
officially that similar steps had not been taken by the German K riegs
marine. Troup then replied that Great Britain felt· herself threat
ened as a result of the uncertain situation in Central Europe. 

To my further question whether the above-mentioned measures 
constituted the only mobilization measures that had been taken by 
the British Admiralty, Troup answered "Yes." I thereupon replied 
with these words: "Then I can inform our Admiralty that these are 
the only measures~" To which Troup: "You put me in a hard posi
tion with this report of yours." I answered: "If the British Ad
miralty calls up the naval reserve, it is such a serious step that I 
must ask this question." To which Troup: "I am no diplomat. I 
must first make inquiries and make sure whether I can give you any 
further information." 

He thereupon asked me to leave him alone for 10 minutes . . I, 

On resuming the conversation, he stated that the measures men-
tioned were the only ones that the Admiralty had taken up to that 
time. I thereupon asked him the further question: "Why has the 
aircraft carrier Royal Oalc and the Fourth Destroyer Flotilla put 

"Not printed. 
" Rear Admiral J. A. G. Troup, Director of Naval Intelligence, 1935-1939. 
"• Admiral Sir William James, Deputy Chief of the Naval Stair, 1935-1939. 
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to sea bound for Portland, and not for Scapa Flow as planned! Tt 

On~ must assume from thi~ that it means a further stage of mobiliza
tioli." Troup thereupon replied that the Admiralty had made public 
the reason for this in the newspapers (the ships had new commanders 
and new crews on board and had to undergo exercises). I thereupon 
answered: "This statement is designed for public use. You must 
give me, as a naval officer, a more plausible explanation." Troup 
replied that no further mobilization measures had been taken up to 
that time. He could not give me any further information. 
· At the end of the conversation I asked Admiral Troup whether, 
if he were in my position, he would not regard these measures as a 
threat to Germany. The Admiral thereupon replied: "I can only 
repeat that these measures are the result of the situation in Central 
Europe." Conversation ended at 1:15. 

No. 452 
139/125917-18 

SIE}[ENS 

KoiiDT 

(JO'IJ,melfw of Legation Selzam of the German Embassy in Great 
Britain to the German Foreign Mini&try 

Telegram 

No. 409 of September 10 LoNDON, September 10, 1938. 
· Whole London and provincial press represents political situation 

today-clearly from official information-as extremely grave. It 
gives expression throughout to supposition that FUhrer incorrectly 
informed about attitude of British Government and public opinion, 
and that Government was deliberating on suitable method of defining 
inore clearly than hitherto British attitude toward Germany. Nu
merous papers, particularly those of Left Wing, demand immediate 
declaration to this effect. 

Whole press agrees unanimously that Czech proposals to Sudeten 
Germans are extremely far reaching and that attitude of Czech 
6-Qvernment gives no justification whatsoever for German action by 
force. .Whole press further leaves no doubt that Britain. could not 
remain neutral in such an event. Even Daily Mail and Daily Ezpresa 
have abandoned hitherto dissenting attitude. Daily Mail declares in 
today's leading article that whole country stands firm behind Gov
eriiinent. 

"'The Times repoa·ted these fleet movements. on September 7, 1938. H.l\1.8. 
Royal Oak, the battleship (not aircraft carr!er), was involved. 
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British public opinion is accordingly reckoning with the possibility 
of a war. It is convinced that, after serious loss of prestige during 
the last few years, Britain could not allow unilateral German action 
by force against Czechoslovakia. It considers the security and free
dom of the Empire would be threattened if Britain did not give active 
assistance to Czechoslovakia and France in this event. 

No. 453 
139/12590S-09 

The German Charge a' Affaires in the United States {Thomsen) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

WASHINGTON, September 10, 1938-12:02 p.m. 
No. 245 of September 10 Received September 10, 1938-10 p.m. 

American Government has clearly been striving during last few 
days to quell war psychosis existing here. Opinion prematurely ex
pressed in the press that American intervention in European conflict 
is certainly to be expected is beginning to make Government uneasy, 
since it is anxious to maintain peace and preserve its own freedom of 
action. President yesterday inveighed at press conference against 
newspapers which had misinterpreted his own statements on the 
foreign political situation, implying that a kind of alliance existed 
between America and ·democracies "to stop Hitler." Even if one 
recognizes that Roosevelt's statements, like those of Hull,73 have sub
stantially contributed to the trend of American public opinion, Presi
dent's attitude nevertheless shows that America is doing nothing 
rashly, pouring no oil on the fire, but does, however, wish to gain 
time. One can interpret in this sense dementi by Ambassador 
BullittH who, in statement now being spread by Stefani agency and 
particularly stressed by President, denies having made declaration 
on occasion of speech in Bordeaux: "United States Government 
stands with France in war as in peace." Move made by Hearst75 to 
discuss question of Sudeten German plebiscite is also surprising. 
Suggestion was certaintly denied with usual righteous indignation, 
but idea is gaining ground that speedy solution· of Czechoslovak 
problem is preferable to prolonged crisis. Internal structure of 
Czech State appears here to be so much weakened by union of Sude
ten Germans, Hungarians, Poles, and Slovaks against Prague, that 

"~f!«'retary of State, 1933-i944. 
"William C. Bullitt, American Ambassador in Paris, 1936-1940. 
" William Randolph Hearst, editor and proprietor of leading American news

papers In New York, Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. • 
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Czech State can no longer exercise in the future the function in
tended for it on its formation. 

In spite of this, basic outlook of American foreign policy has not 
changed. If, in the event of German intervention in Czechoslovakia, 
Great Britain and France attack Germany, America will be found 
on their side. 

THOHSEN 

No.454 
23691'H937--40 

T'M German Charge d'Affaires in Belgium (Bargen) to th6 German 
Foreign Mini8try 

VERY URGENT 

A939 
BRusSELS, September 10, 1938. 

. (Pol. II 2793) 

Subject: Conversation with the Premier, M. Spaak. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

As already reported elsewhere, I had a rather lengthy conversation 
yesterday evening with the Premier, M. Spaak, about the political 
situation. In the first place I explallied the German standpoint on 
the Czechoslovak question to the Premier as it had been laid' down 
in various instructions of the. Foreign :Ministry, and followed this 
up with a question as to how the Belgian Government judged the 
situation, and what might be their attitude toward things. 

:.U. Spaak declared that he considered the situation to be very 
serious; Europe found herself in a grave crisis. If it came to a con
flict between Germany and Czechoslovakia, he did not think it would 
be possible to keep it localized. He had, however, not yet given up 
hope that a way out of the Czechoslovak problem would in the end 
be found and war would be avoided. As to the attitude of the Bel
gian Government, nothing had altered. Belgian policy had repeat
edly been declared by him so unequivocally and clearly, that no fur
ther comment was needed. The policy of independence must now 
bear its fruits. King and Government had always emphasized that 
they wished to remain outside any conflict, and they would act ac
cordingly. Th~ struggle about the Sudeten Germans therefore did 
not in reality affect Belgium; it was a matter which did not concern 
Belglum. If it should come to a war of the Western Powers against 
Germany, the Belgian Government felt secure through the guarantee 
declarations of the three great neighbor States, and hoped to be able 
to n1aintain her neutrality. 
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Regarding possible military security measures, AI. Spaak confirmed 
the statement made to me by Baron van Zuylen 16 a few days ago 
( cf. my report of the 7th instant-A 924 n). He added, however, that 
in view of extensive military preparations by Germany and France, 
Belgium was in a very difficult position, because she must be prepared 
to resist a potential attack. This remark suggests that the. Belgian 
Government is, after all, entertaining the idea of making some kind 
of military provisions of a precautionary nature ·in the near future. 

After this, I turned the conversation to the question of the defense 
of Belgian neutrality. On this point M. Spaak expressed the opinion 
that no doubt could exist as to Belgium's attitude in the event of a 
German attack. He was convinced that Belgium would rise as one 
man and defend her independence, as in1914. He did not think, how
ever, that it would come to this, because he had complete confidence 
in our declaration of October 13 of last year.78 I assured the Premier 
of our peaceful intentions and remarked that, according to my obser
vations, the firm belief was also gaining ground here that llelgium 
had nothing to fear from our side. In my conversations with Belgian 
politicians, journalists, and with politically interested people genel'· 
itlly, I often encountered the doubt, on the other hand, whether it 
would be possible to maintain Belgian neutrality also against .A.nglo
.French pressure, and whether, through the application of coercive 
measures of one kind or another, Belgium might not be forced to 
concede right of transit, or the establishment of air bases, and by so 
doing, might be forced to take part in a war against us. The 
Premier's reply was unequivocal and lucid. He told me that he did 
not think the French would demand right of transit because they 
knew quite well that Belgium would refuse it. (Here M. Spaak ap
peared to be hinting at a demarche by the French Ambassador in 
May this year.) Besides, there could only be question of righ.t of 
transit if the provisions of article 16 of the League of Nations 
Covenant 79 applied. But no one could seriously assume that, in the 
event of a European conflict, the League of Nations would still take 
action or, if it did try this, would still have any kind of authority 

•• Belgian Director General of Foreign Affairs. 
" See vol. IV. -
"The declaration stated that the German Government undertook to respect 

the inviolability and Integrity of Belgium, and to support Belgium it she were 
attacked or invaded. Germany ~d regard herself released only if Belgium 
participated in military action against Germany. 

"Article 16 describes the action to be taken by its members should one of its 
members resort to wa1·; this Is to include (paragraph 3) : " ••. that they will 
take the necessary steps to afford passage through their territory to the forces 
of any of the l\lembers of the League which are cooperating to protect the cove
nants of the League." 
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or importance. Consequently, right of transit could only be de
manded by the French for strategic reasons. He, Spaak, would, 
however, reject such a demand more categorically still than one based 
on article 16. Should the French try to force their way through, 
that would mean war between Belgium and France. The Premier 
added: "I know well that that would be a very, very hard war for 
Belgium." For the rest, he was convinced however that the French 
would honor their plighted word, just as he assumed the same of 

. the British, who had always taken up a friendly attitude toward 
Belgium's P.Olicy of independence, and had never placed any obstacle 
in the way of its realization. He could not credit British aspirations 
after air bases in Belgium. Such a request had never been brought 
forward nor was there any need for it. The British could operate 
just as well from their own coast or from France. Air bases in 
Belgium presented as many disadvantages as advantages. They cer
tainly lay nearer to the field of action, but also nearer the danger. 
He could not therefore imagine that the British had any interest in 
the matter. In conclusion, M. Spaak summed up his point of view 
in a fresh assurance that he trusted the pledged word of the three 
neighboring States, that he feared nothing from them, and hoped 
that Belgium's policy of independence would prove itself in the case 
of a European war. 

The Premier who, incidentally, contrary to his original intention, 
is not going to Geneva, because, as he says, nothing of importance 
is on the agenda for discussion, spoke with great earnestness, but 
also with an inner confidence which seemed given him by the con
sciousness of having done everything in his power to protect his 
country from war. His statements were filled with the belief that 
the policy of independence conceived of in theory would prove itself 
in practice as well. To what extent this belief is sincere, or only 
feigned for my benefit, must remain an open question. Still, the 
conversation with M. Spaak confirmed me once more in my OP.inion 
that the Belgian Government has ·an honest and sincere desire for 
neutrality and is determined to hold· fast to it, as has been expressed 
again and again in Legation reports; A certain amount of caution 
is advisable toward .M. Spaak's assertions that a violation· of neu
trality by the French would be met with armed resistance. M. Spaak 
did not mention Britain in this connection. Neither did he maintain 
that Belgium would be able successfully to resist Anglo-French pres-

. sure, hut only expressed his conviction that she would not be exposed 
to such pressure. 

VON BABGEl'f 
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No. 455 
139/125901--62 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to the German 
Foreign Mini8try . 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT pARIS, September 10, 1938. 
No. 437 of September 10 Received September 10, 1938-10:30 p.m. 

Following is summary of developments in political situation here: 
1) Daily increase of nervousness and fear of war in broadest sec

tions of th,e population is unmistakable, and fostered particularly 
by crushing effect of ignorance of actual German intentions. 

2) Fear repeatedly expressed that determination of Western 
Powers to resort to military intervention in favor of Czechoslovakia 
in event of German attack upon latter not sufficiently clearly under
stood in Germany. 

3) As reported by Havas Special, forwarded by teleprinter today 
(telegram No. 436 80), Bourgues emphasizes in semiofficial Petit 
Pari8ien that, as Foreign Minister and Prime :Minister have stated 
many times, German attack on Czechoslovakia would automatically 
unleash general European conflict, nevertheless points out at the same 
time that, if Germany desires peaceful solution of Czech question and 
wishes to cooperate with Western Powers, this solution will certainly 
be found.- Leading article in yesterday's Temps stresses on the one 
hand danger and horrors of war, but on the other hand hints, as 
does Bourgues, that latest proposals of Prague Government are still 
capable of modification on certain points. Paul Faure, Secretary 
General of Socialist Party, demands in today's Populaire exhaustion 
of all possibilities even to the very last for maintenance of ·peace. 
In the same vein Fabre-Luce in Journee lnilustrielle, who refuses to 
regard Prague proposals as final, and Boucher in .Action Fra~ai8e, 
who accuses Soviet Union of thwarting moderating· influence of 
Western Powers on Prague. Opposed to further pressure on Prague 
today only Humanite, also Pertinax (Ordre) and Tabouis (Oeuvre), 
who both criticize Lord Runciman's attitude. 

4) Lively discussion taking place on article in Times on plebiscite 
and possible cession of Sudeten German regions to Germany. Idea 
of plebiscite generally opposed, except for Roche and Deat in Repu
blique. In this connection statement by lnformazione Diplomatica 
taken to mean that Italy actually in favor of Karlsbad program, but 
against separation of Sudeten Germany. Italian outburst is there
fore eagerly seized upon in all newspapers as argument against pro-

• Not printed. 
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posals in Times. Attempts continue to be made to create impression 
that Sudeten Germans themselves do not desire annexation, since 
warned by events in Austria. More cogent reason for rejection of 
idea of pleJ>iscite, which ought actually to carry weight in a demo· 
cratic country, may however be Kerillis' argument in Epoque that, 
if plebiscite granted to Sudeten Germans, idea of plebiscite cannot 
be checked in other parts of Europe also, in which connection Polish 
Upper Silesia, North Schleswig and also Alsace are expressly men
tioned. This latter argument may also have some influence with the 
newspapers which are more favorable to the German point of view 
and which, instead of a plebiscite, see the solution of the Czech prob
lem ·in federalization allied to neutralization of Czechoslovakia 
(Dominique in Rlpublique and Tribune des Nations, Doriot in 
Liberte, and Bailby in Le Jour). 
· , 5) De5pite fact that Government stresses determination not to 
shrink from military intervention in the event of German attack on 
Czechoslovakia and great majority of press follows same line, yet 
isolated voices--even though less numerous than early this year-are 

· heard which draw attention to senselessness of unleashing a world 
war on account of Czechoslovakia. Especially the provincial press 
and, in particular, the Alsatian press publish articles of this sort. 

BRAUER 

·No. 456 
139/125929-30 . 

The German Charge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) and the Military 
.Attache of the German Embassy in France (Kuhlenthal) to the 
German Foreign Ministry and War Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 442 of September 11 PA.tus, September 11, 1938. 
Received September 11, 1938-2:05 p.m. 

STRICTLY SECRET, NO COPIES TO BE MADE. 

1. War Ministry, General Staff Section 3, for General von 
Brauchitsch. 

2. Foreign 1\Iinistry for State Secretary personally. 
General Gamelins1 asked me to call at his office this morning and 

communicated the following to me: 
Because of our mutual acquaintance and the military comradeship 

which he always encouraged he wished to tell me that the French 
military measures already ordered, of which General Colson had in-

a Vice President of the Supreme Council of National Defense, 1935-1939. 
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formed me,82 would henceforth be intensified. However, these meas
ures would in no way amotint to what Germany had set in motion, 
according to reports reaching h_im. He then mentioned the con
versation between Prime Minister Daladier and the German. Charge 
d'Aft'aires,82• about which he was fully informed, and said Daladier 
had received no further information since the conversation concern
ing the anxiety he had voiced on account of the etat d'a~rte. 

General Gamelin mentioned to me as military measures ordered 
forthwith: a general ban on leave, the recall of men on leave, the 
disbanding of naval depots and training centers, and other prepara
tory measures. The measures mentioned by him ali belong to the 
first degree of tension (first stage emergency measures). 

He expressly told me that no disponibilite or complete age group 
had been called up; nevertheless reserves would be called up in large 
numbers covering several age groups. 

He then went on to explain that if, according to reports reaching 
him from Germany, further military measures were taken there, a 
further increase in French military measures would take place in 
France also. 

As General Gamelin did not ask me any question of a military 
nature, I saw no occasion to raise this point myself.-

No. 457 
139/125932 

KfrHLENTHAL 

BRAUER 

The Gerrnan Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Heneke) to the 
Gerrnan Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 34:7 of September 11 PRAGUE, September 11, 1938-1:55 p.m. 
Received September 11, 1938-3 :25 p.m. 

Sudeten German Party demonstrations in numerous places in the 
Republic, mostly German-Bohemian, which have been reported by 
D.N.B. during recent days, have preserved local character so far. 
Clashes with police and gendarmerie have not in the main had"'ll.ny 
serious results. The police have obviously had orders to exercise 
greatest restraint. 

Demonstrations were carried out in general on uniform lines. Cause 
was mostly local affairs, in individual cases also Communist meetings. 
Demonstrators assembled in market places, sang National Socialist 

11 See document No. 423, p. 685 . 
... See document No. 439. o. 712. 
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songs, and chanted in chorus demand for return to Reich. While 
orders by police were mostly ignored, as a rule exhortation by 
Sudeten German Party officials was sufficient to induce crowds to 
disperse. 

President's radio speech did not lead to serious excesses expected,u 
to judge from reports available so far. Bad weather came to aid 
of police in Prague. · Besides, big church demonstration took place 
throughout whole of inner city during and directly after Bene.S' 
speech. 

Police are in increased state of readiness throughout whole country. 
lliNCD 

No. 458 
13D/125H0-41 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT LoNDON, September 12,1938-2:04 a.m. 
No. 410 of September 12 Received September 12,1938-5:30 a.m. 

The statement by the British Government to the foreign press, 
transmitted by D.N.B., and the Reuter statement for the British 
press, reported in my telegram No. 411,84 represent highly significant 
official announcements which are approved by the Prime :Minister. 
Unimportant differenceS in the wording between these two pronounce
ments are explained by the fact that the British Government is 
obliged to use phraseology which takes into account demand by 
Parliament for sanctions. 

It amounts to a definite statement of British policy, the serious
ness of which can no longer be doubted. The possibility can be dis~ 
counted that such a far-reaching definite statement could have been 
made only for the purpose of intimidation. The complete change 
which British public opinion has undergone during the last fortnight 
places British Government in a position to implement tomorrow the 
policy announced today •. In this connection I must draw attention 
among others to the main resolution at the Trades-Union Congress at 

· Blackpool85 and the article in the Observer today by Garvin, who 
has always hitherto adopted a friendly attitude toward us. 

• The speech was, in fact, couched in very conciliatory terms, stressing the need . 
for calm and the desire for equitable solution. 

10 Not printed. 
• A demand for collective defense against aggression. The British Govern· 

ment must leave no doubt that they would unite with the French and Soviet 
Governments to resist any attack on Czechoslovakia. (Made on September 7, 
1938.) 
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Kennedy, United States Ambassador, called on Halifax twice dur· 
ing ministerial discussions. 

As I learn from a reliable source, President Roosevelt has made it 
known through the Ambassador that Great Britain could count on 
the support of the United States if she should become involved in 
a war. 

KoRDT 

No. 459 
139/125958 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain· (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Mini8try 

Telegram 

No. 412 of September 12 LoNDON, September 12, 1938-12:23 p.m. 
Received September 12, 1938-1:30 p.m. 

In continuation of telegrams Nos. 41088 and 411 87 of September 12. 
D.N.B. report on attitude of British press to official statements of 

yesterday evening is exhaustive. Meantime it has become known 
that Attlee, leader of the Opposition, as well as Churchill and Eden, 
the leaders of the opposition group within the Conservative Party, 
have given full support to the Government's policy. In consequence 
there is at present no opposition to Chamberlain. 

R;oRDT 

No. 460 
1613/387052-54 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in ·Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Mini8try 

SECRl;T 

A3818 
. LoNDON, September 12, 1938._ 

(Pol. I 2137 g) 
Subject: Conversation with Kennedy, American Ambassador, on 

Czechoslovak question. 
I am enclosing herewith a memorandum on a conversation which 

Counselor of Legation von Selzam had today with Mr. Joseph Ken· 
nedy, the American Ambassador here. 

'fir, KoRDT 

• See document No. 458, p. 742. 
"Not printed. · 
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[Enclosure] 

~IEMORANDUM 

I had the opportunity today of speaking with Mr. Joseph Kennedy, 
the American Ambassador. · Kennedy told me he had always 
~n of the opinion so far that, in the event of warlike developments 
in the Sudeten German question, Britain would make every effort 
not to become involved in the conflict. He had completely altered 
this opinion of his within the last 72 hours, particularly as a result 
of conversations which he had had with Chamberlain and Halifax 
yesterday. As a result of these conversations it was now his firm 
conviction that if France intervened Britain would intervene too. 
"There was a new glint in Chamberlain's eyes and in those of Sir 
Samuel Hoare and of the others which I never noticed before. This 
time they mean business." 88 He had reported home to this effect and 
also informed the American journalists accordingly. During the 
conversation Kennedy stated that Roosevelt had assured Chamber
lain of his sympathies with the latter's attitude. To my question as 
to how America would act ·in the event of a European conflagration 
in which Great Britain was involved, he replied that firm assurances 
by Roosevelt to the Government here (as was stated in the press) 
could not be given for Constitutional reasons. They would naturally 
endeavor "to keep America out of the war,"88 as in the last World 
War. He himself had two sons and would work for this. He was, 
however, convinced that America would nevertheless intervene in the 
end. Feeling in America had never yet been as anti-German as was 
the case at present, and in his personal opinion very wrongly so, for 
Hitler had done wonders in Germany. He went into detail about 
this and showed an astonishing knowledge of Germany's achieve
ments. 

It depended on Hitler whether there was to be chaos, from which 
no country in the world could remain immune, or whether he became 
a benefactor of mankind, for if it did not now come to war over the 
Czechoslovak question, there would be a big change in public opinion 
throughout the world-this was his firm conviction-and above all 
in the United States. His ideas in the social and economic field, 

. which were responsible for such extraordinary achievements in Ger
many, would be a 'determining influence on the economic develop
ment of the United States and economic cooperation between all 
natiOns. He repeated that this was his firm conviction. 

VON SELZAM 

LoNDON, September 12, 1938. 

• The quotation is in English in the original,. 
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No. 461 
139/125959 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
· German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 348 of September 12 PRAGUE, September 12, 1938--1 p.m. 
Received September 12, 1938-2 :50 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 347 of the llth.89 

1) Rebellious Sunday produced number of further Sudeten Ger
man Party demonstrations reported by D.N.B., at which there were 
clashes with police in some places. ·Demonstrations assumed more 
serious character in Reichenberg and Eger, where there were injured 
on both sides. Slogan everywhere: Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Fuhrer! 

2) Prime Minister and Minister of Interior yesterday requested 
Deputy Rosche to prevent further Sudeten German Party demonstra
tions, which were placing police in most difficult position. Rosche 
refused to adopt measures to this effect, pointing out that provocative 
effects of Communist meetings were tolerated, and recommended . 
Prime Minister on other hand to give strict instructions to police not 
to show themselves at all at Sudeten German Party demonstrations. 

3) The Czechoslovak Government is supposed to be in possession 
of secret orders from ·sudeten German Party Executive, which are 
said to provide proof of systematic preparation and· carrying out of 
demonstrations. Havas published Paris report to this effect yester
day evening. The Czechoslovak Government is said to be planning 
publication of their allegedly extensive material. 

4) Rumor has it that Government is preparing for proclamation 
of state of emergency in event of demand for plebiscite being made 
in Fuhrer's speech today. Investigation of rumor started. · 

5) Demonstration by Czech population takes place in Prague 
today for purpose of proclaiming their readiness for defense. Police 
have, by bringing strong moral pressure to bear, ordered flags to be 
flown on all houses. 

HENCKE' 

.. See document No. 457, p. 741. 
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No. 462 
139/125956-17 

The German Oomul General at Geneva (Krauel) to the German 
Foreign M iniatry 

Telegram 

No. 85 of September 12 GENEVA, September 12, 1938--7:30 p.m. 
Received September 12, 1938--9:15 p.m. 

· Rumanian Foreign Minister today told representative of a Balkan 
State, :which is friendly toward us, that the Havas report on Ru· 
manian pledges regarding permission for Russian armed assistance 
to be sent through or OV!'lr Rumanian territory was a complete fabri· 
cation. On being asked why no Rumanian dementi was issued, 
Comnen stated that at the moment a Rumanian statement of this 
kind had not been issued out of consideration for Czechoslovakia, 
Russia, and France, in order not .to weaken the position of these 
Powers in the dispute with Germany. Comnen also endeavored 

, -to minimize the probability of Rumanian promises regarding right 
of transit for Russian troops, by pointing out that Rumania could 
not make a weighty decision of this kind without previous assent 
of other members of the Little and Balkan Ententes. 

Informant thought he could likewise infer from his conversation 
on this question with Souritz, the Russian Ambassador,90 that bind
ing Rumanian pledges regarding Russian right of transit have nat 
yet been given. Russian efforts are apparently bent on interpreting 

· Rumania's duty to allow transit for Russians pursuant to article 16 
of League of Nations Covenant.91 

Rumanian Foreign Minister is obviously at pains to steer clear 
of Franco-Russian efforts to secure the premature public declaration 
of Rumania's attitude in event of possible outbreak o{ a German
Czech conflict, and has therefore also refused to take over chairman
ship of present League of Nations Assembly, which will probably ~lect 
De Valera this afternoon. Bonnet told my informant today that he 
understood and approved Rumania's cautious attitude in view of 
mounting tension in the. international situation. My impression is 
that the Rumanian Foreign Minister made his communications to 
my informant in the hope that his statements would be passed on to 
the German Government. 

KRAUEL 

•In Paris. 
11 See footnote 79, p. 737. 
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No. 463 
2369/494946-49 

The German Minister in Yugoslavia (Heeren) to the German 
·Foreign Ministry 

SECRET 

G.219/38 G 1 
BELGRADE, September 12, 1938. 

PoLITICAL REPORT 

Subject: Reperoussions of German-Czechoslovak tension on Yugo-
slavia. · · 

It is only natural that the attention of politically interested circles 
in Yugoslavia has recently been practically monopolized by develop
ments in German-Czechoslovak relations. The fear of any disturb.:. 
ance of the status guo created by the peace treaties shown by this 
State, which has been saturated territorially by the peace treaties, the 
fear of a European conflict, into which every small state must be 
afrai"d of being dragged against its will, and last but not least the 
possibility that the "Czech" State crisis might one day be followed 
by a "Serbian" State crisis also, is sufficient to explain this feverish 
interes.t . 

.A.s I have already explained previously, the press here is only a 
very defective barometer of public opinion. Insofar as it is not the 
mouthpiece of the Government, its a."ttitude is dictated by the ideologi
cal and internal political connections of a narrow stratum-the urban 
intelligentsia. The predominantly "anti-Fascist" outlook of these 
circles and their opposition to the Stoyadinovich regime is expressed .· 
in the tone of the press, whose fundamental anti-German tendencies 
are held in check to a certain extent only by pressure from the Gov-
ernment. · 

In contrast to the press, this prejudice against Germany is com
pletely alien to the masses of the people. Here there prevails a 
sincere admiration for Germany's unparalleled rise to power and 
confidence that the FUhrer's political program does not involve any 
weakening of Yugoslavia. On the other hand the Czechs have never 
been particularly popular here. In many a conversation I have even 
been able to detect a certain Schadenfreude that these "Slav brothers," 
whose presumptuous and arrogant manner so often caused annoy
ance, have now got into difficulties themselves. This very widespread 
point of view testifies that the Prime :Minister can count· on the · 
approval of the majority of the Yugoslav population for his thesis 
that the Yugoslav Army should only be employed on behalf of Yugo
slavia's vital interests. What are, however, Yugoslavia's vital in-

'19Tf14-4&-->voL U-IS 
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terests? One should not blind oneself to the fact that the conscious
ness of a certain common destiny with Czechoslovakia is still very 
general among the Yugoslav population. No one believes that the 
satisfying of Hungarian revisionist aims in the direction of Czecho
slovakia would saturate Hungary. They are, moreover, convinced 
that a revival of Hungarian revisionist policy in other directions 
could only result from this. The view that, for these reasons, it is 
one of Yugoslavia's vital interests to prevent any alteration in the 
statuJS quo on the Hungarian-Czech frontier is part of the political 
creed of extensive circles, and forms the solid foundation for the 
obligations assumed under the Little Entente Pact. There is con
siderable understanding here, even in circles which are unfriendly 
toward us, Jor the idea of a solution of the Czech State crisis which 
would be restricted to the secession of the Sudeten German frontier 
region. The possibility of a dissolution of the Czechoslovak State 
is felt on the other ha~d to be a direct threat to Yugoslavia as well. 

I believe that in authoritative circles in the Army similar ideas 
prevail. Here of course-above all among the older generation
there are signs of a feeling of traditional unity with the Czech and 
French Armies which must not be underestimated. But these feel
ings are counterbalanced to a considerable extent by the coolly real
istic way of thinking peculiar to the Serb. 

The line followed by Yugoslav foreign policy will not now of 
course be conclusively influenced either by the outlook of the Army 
or by that of the people, or even by that of the press, in view of condi
tions as they prevail here today. It will be determined solely by two 
persons, the Prince Regent and the Prime Minister. We are very 
fortunate in that both of these persons as a result of their fundamental 
outlook, which in the case of the Prince Regent derives in the main 
from his. anti-Bolshevik ideology, and in the case of the Prime Min
ister from his sober economic-political orientation, are firmly re
solved to avoid a conflict with Germany at all costs. There can be 
no doubt as to this resolve. The question can only be, how long they 
will have the power to implement this resolve. As far as predictions 
of this sort can be made at all, without knowing details of the cir
cumstances attendant on the outbreak of an armed encounter, under 
present conditions one may, in a German-Czech conflict, count on 
Yugoslav neutrality as long as Yugoslavia's vital interests do not 
appear to be menaced to any grent extent. By this I consider Yugo
slav neutrality to be assured in a local German-Czech conflict, in 
which obviously only the fate of the Sudeten Germans is involved. 
If, however, the actual conflict were to break out under circumstances 
which made it appear that the destruction and partition of the 
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Czechoslovak State was intended, as would be concluded here above 
all from the participation of Hungary, then the Government's policy 
of neutrality might very soon encounter dangerous opposition among 
the people and in the Army. It would then depend on the ~ind of 
course taken by the conflict and the impression gained here of the 
relative strength of the opposing forces, whether and when the Gov
ernment would have to yield to this opposition. 

No.464 
139/125990-91 

Unsigned Foreign Ministry Minute 

REPORT FROM THE WAR MniiSTRY92 

BERLIN, September 13, 1938. 

Head Customs Office at Eibenstock (Customs Official Iff) reports 
4:30p.m. 

1) B zK om. (G) Klingenthal (Customs Inspector Enderlein) re-
ported to me at 4 p.m. · 

From my own observation all buildings in Markhausen and 
Schwaberbach (Czechoslovakia) are flying the swastika flag. The 
Sudeten German inhabitants are wearing the swastika armband. 

At Grasslitz (Czechoslovakia) the Czech officials have been driven 
back into the courthouse, but not disarmed. They are being held in 
check by Sudeten German inhabitants. 

At Schwaberbach a motor vehicle belonging to the Czech State 
pohce was fired on by Sudeten Germans. In this two Czech officials · 
were killed and one severely injured. As a result of the shooting, a 
bullet hit the wall of the German customs office at Sachsenberg
Georgenthal. The Czech customs officials are locked in their customs 
office at Schwaberbach. The remaining gendarmes have forced their 
way through to Grasslitz. 

It is to be feared that the Czech gendarmerie will restore order in 
Schwaberbach by calling out a fairly large force. 

2) BzKom. (G) Johann-Georgenstadt (Customs Inspector Leuoth) 
reported to me at 4:10p.m. 

At 3:14 p.m. the sound of shots coming from Breitenbach ( Czecho
slovakia) was again heard in Johann-Georgenstadt. In the mean
time the Czech customs officials, gendarmerie reinforced by the mili
tary, railway, and post office employees and well-known Coinmunists, 

"' In pencil. The only other identification on the document is the stamped: 
"Submitted to the State Secretary" and Weizsiicker's initial in the margin. 
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who are armed with rifles, have reoccupied Breitenbach. Strength 
about twenty men. _ 

Martial law has been proclaimed in the N eudeck district ( Czecho
slQvakia) -main town between Eibenstock and Karlsbad. 

No. 465 
139/125973 

1'he German Olt,arge d'Affaires in the United States (1'homaen) to 
the German Foreign Ministry 

'felegram 

URGEN'r WASIIINGTON, September 1a, 1938-10:59 a.m. 
No. 248 of September 13 Received September 13, 1938-7 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 247 of 12th.93 

Today's comments on FUhrer's speech93 • agree in main with yester
day's report that danger of war has been averted for time being 
(reference to unfinished (Jerman fortifications). Hitler has indeed 
threatened to use force, but has not decided on any definite action. 
He has rejected idea of plebiscite; on the other hand, right of self
determination remains as subject of direct negotiations between 
Sudeten Germans and Prague. Further British mediation now ap
pears superfluous. Direct appeals to Great Britain and France and 
also reference to previous peace offers by Germany are described 
here as being extremely skillful tactics.·. Their aim was obviously 
to drive wedge between these Powers and Russia. Hitler has given 
Great Britain implicitly to understand that he renounces claim to 
colonies in return for free hand in Southeastern Europe. 

Main conclusions: Hitler will achieve in due course what he is 
striving for, namely annexation of Sudeten Germany. As a past 
master in deciding on time for action he is waiting for more favor
able situation than today, when he has to reckon with combined 
resistance by democratic powers and Russia. 

THOMSEN 

"'Not printed . 
... Hitler's speech on September 12 In Nuremberg. VIolent in tone, it attacked 

PreSident Benes, announced military preparations in the West, and stated he 
was not willing to allow a second Palestine to be created in the heart of Germany 
by the actions of other statesmen. See Hitler'B Speeches, 1922-1989, vol. II, pp. 
1487~1499, by Norman H. Baynes, London. 
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No. 466 
139/125987 

Memorandum by an Official of Politwal Division IV (Altenburg) . . . 
MEMORANDUM 

Hencke, Counselor of Legation in Prague, communicated by tele
phone at 7 p.m. that, according to an Italian agency's report, the 
disturbances in the Sudeten German region have assumed the char-
acter of an insurrection.D4 . 

Herr Hencke further communicated that the Sudeten German 
Party Executive had handed the Czechoslovak Government a 6-hour 
ultimatum at 4 p.m. this afternoon, which accordingly expires at 
10 p.m. The demands listed are: 

1) Withdrawal of the State police. 
2) Repeal of martiallaw.95 

3) Confinement of tlie military to barracks and their withdrawal 
from the streets in order to avoid clashes with the civilian populatLon. 

4) Transfer of control of the police and Security Service to local 
authorities (mayors, etc.). 

5) Announcement of these measures over the radio. 

In the event of these demands being rejected, the Executive of the 
Sudeten German Party disclaims responsibility for any consequences. 

The Sudeten German Party Executive has moved to Eger; com~ 
munication by telephone is bad, the lines are apparently out of order • 

.ALTENBURG 

BERLIN, September 13, 1938. 

No. 467 
139/125988-89 

Memorandum by an Official of Politwal Division IV (Altenburg) 

Hencke, the Counselor of Legation in Prague, rang up at 8 p.m. 
and communicated that he would give the text of the ultimatum 
below at the request of the Sudeten German Party Executive, since 
their telephone communications with the Reich were interrupted. 
The text of the ultimatum is: - ' · 

.. As a result of Hitler's speech serious disorders broke out in the Sudeten 
German areas. On September 13 police and gendarmerie were attacked, and 
Henleln supporters tried to occupy railway stations, post otlices, and police 
stations. 

• The Czech Government declared martial law at noon on September 13 In many 
Sudeten German areas; this was extended on September 14 and 15. 
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"At a joint session which took place in Eger today the Political 
Committee and the Negotiating Delegation of the Sudeten German 
Party examined the political situation created by the incidents of 
yesterday and today and the measures adopted by the Government. 

The N e~otiating Delegation of the Sudeten German Party pointed 
out in this connection that the Czechoslovak Prime Minister re
peatedly stated in February 1938 that the Government would tnke 
no important action without prior agreement with the Sudeten Ger
man Party. Although four members of the delegation remained in 
Prague until 10 :30 a.m. and were even in telephonic communication 
with the Prime .Minister, the Government ordered and carried out 
extremely far-reaching and disquieting measures without contacting 
the Executive of the Sudeten German Party. Thus, reinforced gen
da~ and military detachments were posted in German districts 
and martial law proclaimed by radio over extensive German regions. 

When the conference was over Deputy K. H. Frank, Konrad 
Henlein's representative, addressed the following demands of Konrad 
Henlein to Prime Minister Hodza: 

The Executive of the Sudeten German Party sets on record 
that a large number of Sudeten Germans have been killed and 
injured by State authorities and Czech frontiersmen. In view 
of this situation the Executive of the Sudeten German Party 
cannot see its way to negotiate freely and unhindered with the 
Government regarding the rights and destiny of the Sudeten 
German element, unless the Government adopts the following 
measures: 

1) The proclamation of martialla w is to be rescinded at once. 
2) The State police will be withdrawn from all districts 

'where the majority of the population is German. The exercise 
of the powers of the police is to be transferred to mayors and 
magistrates of communes, who are to arrange for the establish
ing of the corresponding substitute authorities for the main
tenance of peace and ·order. 

3) The gendarmerie and all other instruments of the S.O.S. 
are to be limited to their normal functions and their normal 
strength. They are, at the same time as the State police are 
withdrawn, to establish good relations with mayors and magis
trates of communes in order to avoid further bloodshed. 

4) All military formations are to be confined to their quarters 
and in purely military. premises and barracks. They are to be 
kept away from the civil population. . 

If these demands by the Sudeten German element, designed to 
create a normal situation in which negotiations can alone be con
ducted, are not accepted, enacted, published, and in particular broad
cast by radio within 6 hours, the Executive of the Sudeten German 
Party will disclaim any responsibility for further developments." 

Ar.TENBURG 

BERLIN, September 131 1938. 
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No. 468 
139/125974-75 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Ozechoslovalcia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign M inist1"!J · 

Telegram 

No. 354 of September 13 PRAGUE, September 13, 1938--6 p.m. 
Received September 13, 1938-8:30 p.m. 

FUhrer's speech extensively reported everywhere in Tuesday's press. 
Trend of headlines: Prager Tag blatt : "Hitler's menacing words. No 
precise demands." Bohemia: "Prague committed to achieving solu~ 
tion with Sudeten German Party." Poledni List: "Speech extremely 
sharp in tone, cautious in content." Narodni PoUtika: "Threats 
against Czechoslovak Republic." Narodni Listy: "Nothing new from 
Nuremberg. Superfluous threats." N arodni N oviny: "Hitler threat
ens. The Germans want right of self-determination. Extravagant 
attacks on Czechoslovakia." Venkov.: "Peace and order at all costs." 

Narodni Osvobozeni: "Speech threatening in tone, no concrete. 
proposals." Paper concludes: "· •• speech shows that Germany is de
termined not to suffer a military defeat, and therefore she will not 
force Europe into an armed conflict at this juncture." tJeske Slovo: 
"After threats, demand for agreement. Nothing about Anschluss or 
plebiscite." A-Zet: "Imprudent strong words ••• (group missing) 
war. Hitler does not exclude possibility of agreement. Serious situa..: 
tion continues." Lidove N oviny: "Hitler threatens and insults the 
Czechoslovaks." 

Commentary says demand for plebiscite was expected, this word 
was not used. It can be assumed that Fuhrer meant plebiscite every 
time he mentioned right of self-determination. International anxiety 
not only prolonged b~t intensified by speech. Prager Presse: "Situ~ 
ation remains obscure." Leading article states settlement of nation
ality question an internal affair of the Czechoslovaks, who, as. always, 
are ready for agreement, but demands that threats, untrue accusa
tions, and interference in the internal affairs of the Czechoslovaks 
should cease, because otherwise no basis for lasting and honorable 
peace. 1 · 

All papers deny statement of oppression of Sudeten Germans. 
Speech does not express absolute desire for war. Exception is Sozial-.. 
demokrat, which maintains that a clear threat of war was expressed, 
even if the fatal word was not actually spoken. Papers state unani
mously that Czechoslovaks will continue to seek means to satisfy 
the different nationalities. Opinion divided on emergency measures. 

' HENC:U 



754 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

No. 469 
840/198976 

Umigned Foreign Ministry Minute 

[SEPTEMBER 13, 1938.] M 

Mr. Neville Chamberlain, the British. Prime Minister, today for
warded the following communication to the Fiihrer and Reich 
Chancellor via the British Ambassador in Berlin: 

"In view of the increasingly critical situation I propose to come 
over at once to see you with a view to trying to find a peaceful solu
tion. I propose to come across by air and am ready to start 
tomorrow. 

Please indicate earliest time at which you can see me and suggest 
place of meeting. I should be grateful for a very early reply. NeVIlle 
Chamberlain" 

The Fiihrer has replied to the above communication saying that he 
is quite ready to meet the British Prime Minister on the 15th of this 
·month. Mr. Neville Chamberlain is accordingly expected at the 
Obersalzberg tomorrow, Thursday afternoon. 

No. 470 
139/125979 

The German Charge d'Affaires in G-reat Britain (1'h. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

tmG.ENT · LoNDON, September 13, 1938-9:18 p.m. 
No. 417 of September 13 Received September 13,1938-11:05 p.m. 

Prime Minister's press secretary informed German press corres
pondents that Chamberlain felt disappointed and hurt. by Fiihrer's 
speech.91 Chamberlain considered European war to be unavoidable 
if matters were allowed to run the same course as hitherto. He was 
still prepared today to examine far-reaching German proposals, in
cluding plebiscite, to take part in carrying them into effect, and to 
advocate them in public. 

His readiness was nevertheless dependent on two prior conditions: 
1) that he should be given time, 2) that the Sudeten Germans should 
not_take any precipitate action. If these prior conditions were not 

• The English text, forwarded by the British Ambassador, bears the date 
September 13, 1938, U p.m. · 

• See footnote 93a, p. 750. 
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met, then he would be obliged to assume that Germany wanted a 
European war. 

KoRDT 
[Marginal comment by Weizsacker:] Telephone throug~ to R1tf 

immediately. '\V/14. · 

No. 471 
139/125999-126001 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

Telegram 

URGENT pARIS, September 14, 1938. 
No. 448 of September 13 Received September 14, 1938-1:10 a.m. 

1) FUhrer's speech received here in atmosphere of tension shared 
equally by Government and population, such as has not existed here 
since the World War. The measures recently adopted by Govern
ment in military sphere and polemics in the. press had created the 
impression that the FUhrer's speech might easily be signal for war, 
general mobilization, or other serious measures. This accounts for 
the first reaction to the ·speech being a certain feeling of relief, be
cause the direct menace of warlike complications is· regarded aS. 
having been banished or at least delayed. In its comments the press 
follows to a great extent the statement issued by Havas and for
warded in telegram No. 446 of September 13.88 It is generally stressed 
as a reassuring factor in the speech that it does not contain an ulti
matum, demand the severance of the Sudeten German regions, nor 
signify any breaking off of the negotiationS now in progress. Un
certainty prevails as to whether the FUhrer put forward a demand 
for the holding of a plebiscite by his. reference to the right of self
determination of peoples. 

The observation about Alsace-Lorraine is generally singled out and 
for the most part commented upon favorably, even though some are 
not lacking who point out that the FUhrer only wishes to obtain a 
free hand in Central Europe in return for the pacification of, the 
West which he proclaims. On the other hand, the press is alinost 
unanimous in emphasizing that the FUhrer has not retracted any
thing from his point of view in the Sudeten German question and 
has not renounced any of his claims against Czechoslovakia. On the 
contrary, as a result of the FUhrer's words, the demands of the 
Sudeten Germans will be advocated more intransigently and situation 

• Not printed. 
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can soon become critical again if the assistance to the Sudeten Ger
mans, which the FUhrer claims it is Germany's right to give, actually 
materializes. The population is warned categorically against re
garding the danger as having been removed. 

2) The verdict of the press on the situation created by the FUhrer's 
speech reads thus: "Neither deterioration nor relaxation of tension."· 
L' I ntrarusigeant observes in this connection: "Negotiations continue 
under arms and the tension remains." Bourgues in the Petit Parisien, 
Blum in the J oumal, d'Ormesson in the Figaro, Marcel (group mu
tilated) in Ea:celsior, despite criticism of vehement tone of the speech, 
accentuate fact that door remains open for negotiations and that 
no irrevocable step has been taken. Bourgues adds that interests of 
Europe demand acceleration of Prague negotiations under aegis of 
Lord Runciman and cannot tolerate any delaying tactics. Latest 
BeneS plan may lead to satisfactory solution if confidence is estab
lished on both sides and single questions settled in a generous spirit. 
LOOn Blum in the Populaire believes that British statement yester
day--exerted decisive influence on Fiilirer's speech. Idea of military 
invasion seems to be abandoned. Fuhrer will now attempt to under
mine Czechoslovakia from within. Same satisfaction expressed in 
leading article in Le Temps. 

Great majority of newspapers do not conceal grave concern lest 
situation may at_any time degenerate into a crisis as a result of inci
dents in Sudeten Germany. In this connection leading article in Le 
Temps states that, in view of the latest events today in Sudeten Ger
man region, sole method of effectively avoiding further incidents 
consists in giving Sudeten German leaders share in responsibility for 
maintaining order. 

3) · If there be added to today's press comments and today's Havas
Special on Cabinet meeting transmitted by teleprinter '(telegram No. 
445 of September 1399 the fact that Government had banned export 
of several kinds of raw materials important for war purposes, the 
total impression gained is that tension has eased only very slightly 
and French measures for the event of a forcible solution of the 
Sudeten German question by Germany have not been subject to any 
delay. 

4) Attention is drawn moreover to detailed press report by Press 
Att~che which is being dispatched tomorrow. 

• Not printed. 
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No. 472 
139/126012-13 

Memorandum by an Official of Political Divi&ion IV ( Alten~urg) . 
(e. o. Pol. IV ••• g) 

SS-Oberfuhrer Behrens of the Volkadeutache Mittelatelie rang up 
the section at 6:10 p.m. and dictated the following reports: 

1) On the expiry of the time limit which Konrad Henlein set for 
the reply to his demands to the Czechoslovak Government, he dis
banded the negotiating delegation of the Sudeten German Party. 
At 11:30 in the morning of September 14, 1938, he received the 
members of the British Mission, minus Lord Runciman, in Asch. 
He stated that he had broken off the negotiations as the Czechoslovak 
Government was not willing to meet his legitimate demands. From 
the very beginning he had made no secret of the fact, even to the 
members of the Runciman Mission, that the withdrawal of the Czech 
police and gendarmerie from the Sudeten German region was a de
mand which admitted of no discussion. The present ~ate of affairs 
in the region populated by Sudeten Germans proved how justified 
this demand was. The members of the mission stated they still be
lieved that the Czechs could be brought to accept the demand. Kon
rad Henlein expressed the view that only in this event would he be 
prepared to sit down at the conference table again. Nevertheless, even 
then he would not negotiate on the eight Kai:lsbad points any longer, 
but demand the plebiscite. He declared that the Sudeten Germans 
wanted to return to the Reich and that no power on earth could 
deter them from this purpose. . 

2) As a result of the mobilization of the Czechoslovak Army, 
which is in full swing (application of martial law), and the arming 
of the Czech civilian population and Czech officials in the Sudeten 
German region, it is impossible to maintain contact with the 'individual 
branches of the Party in the interior of the Sudeten German region. 
Instructions to Kreis executives are henceforth being given via. 
Reich-German territory. In this way the issuing of orders is unper
tain and wastes time. Konrad Henlein crossed the frontier secretly 
today and is directing further action from the frontier town of Selb 
in Bavaria. The Czechs suppose that Konrad Henlein is still at 
Asch, his place of residence. 

The report (No.2.) must on no account be published without prior 
consultation with us (Konrad Henlein's office in Selb is indicated 
here). Konrad Henlein will probably cross the frontier by the same 
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means tonight for a prearranged meeting and will then probably 
be back here again by daytime. 

ALTENBURG 
BERLIN, September H, 1938. 

No. 473 
139/126018-19 

The German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry . 

Telegram 

-No. 361 of September 14 PRAGUE, September 14, 1938-3:55 p.m. 
Received September 14, 1938-6:25 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 355 of the 13th.1 

1) Since bloody incidents reported by D.N.B., during which five 
more Sudeten Germans and also several Czechs were killed, according 
to reports received so far, the night apparently passed quietly in the 
Sudeten German region under the martial law regulations. 

2) According to information available here, yesterday's Cabinet 
meeting decided not to reply to Konrad Henlein's demands to which 
a time limit was attached, to invite Henlein to Prague for direct 
conversationS on situation, and to adopt preparatory measures for 
general mobilization.-

Konrad Henlein has broken off negotiations on basis hitherto 
adopted and relieved negotiating delegation of their duties. Nothing 
yet known of Henlein's attitude to Government's invitation for him 
to come to Prague. Czechoslovak Cabinet yesterday waited in vain 
until midnight for reply, and Hodza apparently until 3 o'clock in 
t.he morning. -

3) As a result of removal of Sudeten German Party leaders' Ex
ecutive from Prague to Eger or Asch, Legation is not in a posi· 
tion for the time being to obtain reliable information concerning 
intentions and measures by Sudeten German Party. Small liaison 
staff here, which worked in Parliament building until midday today, 
has been disbanded. It is not known so far whether since breaking 
oil of previous negotiations Konrad Henlein intends to put forward 
new demands for solution of Sudeten German problem with plebiscite 
as goal. 

4)---call-up of individual reservists continues in the meantime. In 
opinion of Military Attache formation of reserve divisions in prog
~ Limited movement of troops and military vehicles in direction 
of Karlsbad and Pilsen reported by eye witnesses. In contrast to 

• Not printed. 
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No. 474 
139/126020-21 

The German Minister in Ozechoslovalcia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
, Foreign Min ill try 

Telegram 

No. 363 of September 14 PRAGUE, September 14,1938-6:06 p.m. 
Received September 14, 1938-8 :20 p.m. 

1) The Italian Minister reported to me the following statements 
by Krofta during a conversation with him.today: 

Reasons for precautionary measures adopted, such as introduction 
of summary courts, were: necessity of maintaining order in the State, 
desire not to be cut off from frontier fortifications, pressure of Czech 
circles dissatisfied with Government's compliant attitude~ Cancella
tion of measures intended in three or four days, if order completely 
restored by then. Forcible measures and disturbances in seventy 
different places; today only near Graslitz. Government was prep!J.red 
to negotiate on granting of autonomy on broadest possible basis, but 
could not consent to separation of Sudeten Germa~ area. Germany. 
was not concerned with this only, but with dominatio~ of whole of 
Czechoslovakia. Nothing was to be feared for the next few days, 
but in October things would become very dangerous. · 

2) From other reliable sources: Members of Sudeten German 
Party and their families said to have been ordered by Party leaders 
to leave Prague, in order not to fall victims to Czech reprisals. 
Deputies Kundt and Peters (Rosche~) are expected ·at Cabinet Office 
this afternoon. Taken altogether, yesterday's ·disturbances, in many 
different places represent attempt at rising which can be considered 
as having failed. Only in Schwaderbach near Graslitz 30 policemen, 
120 according to another report, are said to have been imprisoned 
by the mob. Armored cars alleged to have gone to set them free. 
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Leaders of Sudeten German Party said to be somewhat helpless. A 
solution would be proclamation of demand for plebiscite, now that 
negotiations on Karlsbad points are superseded by events and no 
longer supported by People's Court since FUhrer's speech. This 
would give advantage of a basis, which would also be recognized 
abroad, and which would of necessity isolate the Czechs. Czechs' 
previous determination to fight would then quickly disappear; in
ternal unity of Czechs would be destroyed. 

It is said that Mastny is not to be formally recalled, but that he 
is not returning to his post. 

EISENWHR 

No. 475 
28/19057 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

URGENT BERLIN, September 14,1938-7:49 p.m. 
Received Prague, September 14, 1938--9:30 p.m. 

No. 218 of September 14 
For Minister personallJ. 
On instructions from Reich Minister request that wives and chil

dren of members of Embassy and Consulate staff should be evacuated 
gradually and unobtrusively. 

You yourself are requested to. come to Berlin on Saturday, Sep
tember 17, for official consultation. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 476 

.28/19056 

The German Foreign Mini8try to the German Legation 
in Ozechoslovalcia · 

Telegram 

UBGENT BERLIN, September 14, 1938. 
No. 219 of September 14 Received Prague, September 14, 1938. 

Please maintain close contact with Sudeten German Party Execu
tive iii Asch also, and keep us continuously informed of their decisions. 

WoERJUNN 
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No. 477 
1618/88706~ 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister ' 

BERLIN, September 14, 1938. 
(Pol. I 2146 g. Rs.) 

The Hungarian Minister2 rang me up ufter his conversation with 
the State Secretary and said that he still had a commission to execute. 
He had received instructions to the effect that the Hungarian Gov
ernment would regard it as intolerable that there should be any dis
crimination against the Hungarian minority in any settlement of the 
Czechoslovak· question. This communication was also going to the 
Western Powers and was primarily intended for them. If any dis
crimination should result, the Hungarian Government would be 
obliged to disclaim any responsibility for the consequences. Not 
only would the Hungarian minority in Czechoslovakia rise up itself, 
but also in Hungary, where public opinion had hitherto remained 
very calm, such agitation would break out as might lead to a catas
trophe. The Minister requested that this communication should 
reach the Reich Minister also as soon as possible. 

No. 478 
1613/387081-82 

The Ooumelor of the German Legation in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) 
to the German Foreign Ministry 

SECRET PRAGUE, September 14, 1938. 
A. III. 1. b. 27 (Pol. I 2213 g (IV)) 
Subject: Soviet Russian armed assistance to Czechoslovakia. 

The Legation has received from a usually reliable source the fol
lowing information on the question of possible Soviet Russian armed 
assistance to Czechoslovakia, which I am passing on with all due 
reserve : · ' · 

"In agreement with the Czechoslovak Government the Czech N a
tiona! Socialist'Deputv David had, during his stay in Moscow some 
weeks ago, conversations with the Soviet Government on the extent 
and form of Russian assistance to Czechoslovakia. The Soviet Gov
ernment are supposed to have informed the Czechoslovak Govern
ment through Deputy David that in the event of a. conflict they 
would concentrate troops about 3 million strong on the Polish and 

• Wme Szt6Jay. 
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Rumanian frontiers. The Red Army was determined to extort right 
of transit for troops through Poland and Rumania, if necessary by 
means of an ultimatum to the Governments in Warsaw and Bucharest. 

A section of the Czechoslovak Government had received this in
formation with some skeJ?ticism. In particular, some Ministers had 
expressed doubts concernmg the strength of the Red Army as com
municated by David, and the Soviet Government's readiness to violate 
Polish and Rumanian neutrality by force of arms. On the other 
hand, the Ministers belonging to the parties of the Left took the 
Soviet Russian assurances seriously. 

Ne~otiations were still in progress regarding the question of the 
transit of Soviet troops through Poland .and Rumania. In this con· 
nection pressure was being exerted on Warsaw and Rumania from 
the French side. All that was certain for the time being was that the 
Rumanian Government was prepared to permit the transit of war 
material. The question of the transit of Soviet troops, even camou
fla~ed, had not yet been decided. The Polish Gonrnment was de· 
laymg its reply to the French demarches, with which the Rumanian 
Government had also associated themselves to a certain extent for 
the clarification of their own attitude. They wished to make their 
attitude dependent on circumstances arising in the event of an 
emergency.' 

HENCKE 

No.479 
139/12602i 

The German Charge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to the Germa" 
Foreign Min is try 

Telegram 

UBGENT PARis, September 14, 1938. 
No. 456 of September 14 Received September 14, 1938-10:15 p.m. 

Unanimous reports I have received from various informants con
cerning developments in the mood prevailing in the French General 
Statl', Parliament, and Foreign Ministry yield following picture: 

1) The desire to avoid a European war, which would also be un
popular with the people, is becoming more noticeable than ever. The 
readiness to make concessions has increased during recent days. This 
is partly due to the realization, brought about by the Fuhrer's speech 
and recent events in Czechoslovakia, that the continued existence of 
Sudeten Germans side by side with Czechs is no longer really pos
sible;;- They are therefore prepared to agree to a plebiscite in the 
Sudeten German areas and to its result, which is regarded here as 
a foregone conclusion, although .tooy are conscious of the opposition 
to be overcome and the political and technical difficulties connected 
with this. They believe they cannot oppose a solution, which, based 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSWVAKIA. 1937.,-19!!8 763 

on the right of self·determination of peoples, settles the Sudeten 
Ge:rma'n question by an act to which there can be no objection from 
-the point of view of international law. . 

2) On the other hand, they still adhere to the view that military 
intervention by France would be inevitable if Germany made an 
armed attack on Czechoslovakia, whether for the liberation of the 
Sudeten German regions or for more far·reaching aims. 

340/198931-32 

No. 480 

Minute by the State Secretary 3 

MINUTE 

I rang up Reich Minister von Ribbentrop in Munich (Hotel Vier 
Jahreszeiten) at 9:30 this morning, dictated Chamberlain's message 
for the Fiihrer to him, and added verbally: 

Chamberlain wished to have the Fiihrer informed of his plan as 
soon as possible and actually through Herr von Ribbentrop. The 

. plan which had been communicated to the Embassy was strictly con
fidentiai. It was not new but had already been discussed at the titne 
of Henderson's last journey to London (about a fortnight ago) •8• 

The fact that it was being forward~d now was not connected with 
Henlein's "ultimatum" of yesterday. The offer. by the 70-year old 
man to intervene personally on behalf of peace, so as to avoid Euro
pean chaos, showed his intention to make a last step at the cost of 
great sacrifice. The journey could be made either direct or via Berlin. 

At 10:30 I repeated these points to Herr von Ribbentrop on the 
telephone. 

At 12 :15 Henderson asked me on the telephone whether there was 
any news here yet. I confirmed to Henderson that the Fiihrer must 
have been informed; Herr von Ribbentrop had been on his way to 
him a short time ago. · 

At 2 :40 p.m. Herr von Ribbentrop stated on the telephone that the 
Fiihrer would naturally be pleased to receive Chamberlain. (The 
Fiihrer's intention to visit Chamberlain himself because of the latte'r's 
age or to propose a rendezvous in the Grille 4 has been dropped.) 
Herr von R. now intends to tell Henderson on the telephone direct 
that Chamberlain should fly to Munich tomorrow, accompanied by· 

• The document Is In handwriting, identified as Weizsacker's. There Is no date, 
but It must be September 14, as Chamberlain's message was received In the 
Foreign Ministry very late on September 13 . 

.. August 28-31. 
• Hitler's yacht. 

'l97664_.9-'VOI. U-1( 
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his wife if he so wishes. Henderson should join them. The neces· 
sary arrangements are still to be agreed upon concerning publication. 
(" ••• have agreed to. discuss it direct. Chamberlain will therefore ... "). 

No. 481 
337/197186 

Th6 German Minister in Czechoslovakia ( Eiaenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

TOP SECRET 

URGENT 
OONFIDENTIAL 

No. 366 of September 14: 
For State Secretary. 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, September 14, 1938-10 p.m. 
Received September 15, 1938-12 ~ 05 a.m. 

Reliable information yields following picture: 
1) Leader's staff of Sudeten German Party is in session in Asch 

as a sort of revolutionary committee without any revolution, and 
without any contact with rest of Sudeten German region or with 
Henlein, who is said to be staying in the neighborhood of Asch. 
General helplessness and nervousness. The majority of the Sudeten 
German population demonstx;ated Monday night after the FUhrer's 
speech and then went home. Calm prevails everywhere today with 
the exception of the two places near Eger, Schwabenbach and Habers
biirk. No accurate information is as yet available from the former. 
Reports about large number of dead near Habersbiirk do not seem 
to be confirmed on this scale. Information just received puts figure 
of dead at four Czech gendarmes and two Sudeten German officials. 
All rumors require checking. 

Sudeten German Party Executive has recalled Party members 
from Prague, giving as the reason that German air attack is ex· 
pected within 48 hours, and has proceeded from this assumption ap
parently in attempt to stir up insurrection. 

2) FUhrer's speech has caused view to prevail among Czech Gov
. ernment that no time must be lost in making decisive political offer to 

Germany in order to save peace. 
3) A Kundt-Hodza conversation has not taken place. 

EIBENLOHB 
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No. 482 
1942/435266-85 

Memorandum by SS~Untersturmfohrer Baumann 

MEMORANDUM 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL SEl'TEHBER 15, 1938. 
By SS-Unteraturmfuhrer Baumann-'-SS No. 132 574-on days 

spent with Sir Nevile Henderson, the British Ambassador, at the 
1938 Party Congress. · 

Wednesday, September 7. 
The Ambassador was met at the station at 8 a.m. by SS-Standarten

fuhrer Brantenaar and myself and conducted to Nuremberg North 
Station. His first desire was to be brought in:to contact with Field 
Marshal Goring. I did not wish, however, to be obtrusively insistep.t 
in my efforts to secure this meeting; it would be sufficient if some 
arrangement might be made during the day. 

The Ambassador drove to the review of the Labor Service accom
panied by SS~Unteraturmfuhrer Jasper, Attache at the Embassy in 
London, and myself. He expressed his regret that the weather was 
not better for the poor young fellows, who must surely have been 
afoot since early morning. Apparently recollecting more peaceful 
times a year ago, he talked about the crazy world. He had been in 
London on August 28 in order to convince the Cabinet that Germany 
did not intend to make a sudden attack on Great Britai.'n. As a 
matter of fact there were people in Great Britain whose attitude was 
based on this assumption. He himself was, however, convinced of 
the FUhrer's peaceful intentions toward Great Britain and had ex-
pressed himself accordingly. · 

On returning from the Labor Service display, he stated that in his 
opinion the compulsory Labor Service was the best thing in the 
National Socialist program. Together with his friends .(apparently 
of the Conservative Party) he would do his utmost to ensure that 
compulsory labor service was introduced in Great Britain too within 
the next 6 months, since as a form of physical training and social 
adjustment it could not be dispensed with in modern industrialized 
States. 

To my question whether he had understood the excellent words of 
the songs and part songs of the Labor Service, which were written 
by 'Will Decker, he said yes, he had, and remarked that F. :u. Goring 
had drawn his attention to several characteristic passages. 

Attache Dr. Jasper, my Sturm comrade, incidentally remarked to 
me in confidence that, in the opinion of the individual members of 
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the London Embassy, the purpose of Sir N. H.'s journey had not 
been pacification but rather incitement. This is in my opinion a 
gross error of judgment. 

On the way to tea with the FUhrer at the Deutscher Hof he ex
pressed the hope that he might be able to speak with the Fii.hrer. 
However, the opportunity for a private conversation does not seem 
to have come his way. He merely spoke to me in the evening about 
some statements by th~ FUhrer to the effect that the Labor Service 
included about 2.6 million men. I pointed out that this figure prob
ably referred to the total number of men who were in the Labor 
Service at·present and had already pas8ed through it. 

On our return Sir N. H. informed me that he had succeeded in 
fixing the time for an interview with the F. :U., namely, at 3 p.m. on 
the following day; an:d as last year at the Pfeifferhiitte. 

The same evening Sir N.H. received a visit from Sir Roger Chance, 
the head of the Press Section of the British Embassy, as I was in
formed from the German side. 

Sir N. H. expressed the wish not to take part in the visit to Salz
burg, but-particularly in view of the conversation with F. M. 
Goring-to remain in Nuremberg. He suggested that I should think 
out a program for a tour of Nuremberg for the next day, since I of 
course knew his tastes. 

Sir N.H. informed me that he intended to remain in Nuremberg 
at any rate until Friday, September 9. The Protocol Department 
were under the impression that he intended to leave directly after the 
first day. 

Thursday, 8epterriber .8. 
Early in the morning Sir N.H. received a visit from Mr. Conwell 

Evans.l1 As a member of the Anglo-German Society I knew him by 
name as being a leading member of the "English-German Fellowship" . 
in London. As to his outlook, Sir N.H. remarked later that he was 
more German than British. He had a conversation with him lasting 
more than an hour and a half, during which they walked up and 
down between the railway tracks at the North Station on this fine 
sunny morning. When· I procured a car to take Mr. Conwell [sic] 
back into the town and had a brief conversation with him, I had the 
impression that he was striving to conceal a great shock from me. 

In accordance with Sir N.H.'s tastes I had arranged for the morn
ing first an inspection of the latest German youth hostel, which had 
been opened in Nuremberg Castle only a few days before, and follow
ing on that a visit to the Bratwurstherzle, as last year Sir N.H. had 

• See also document No. 382, p. 005. 
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expressed a wish to eat fried sausages in a real old-fashioned Nurem
berg restaurant. 

For the drive with the .Ambassador the car I had chosen from the 
transport section (Fahrbereitschaft) was a new Opel-Admiral, with. 
a driver whom I liked particularly. It turned out later that he was 
Fritz von Opel's chauffeur, who had held the post for over 26 years 
and was the oldest driver in the transport section; tall, fair, and 
a Westphalian type [von faZischem Schlag] he looked the very 
model of absolute reliability. As we made our way to the car Sir 
N. H. asked him at once where he came from. His reply that he came 
from Hesse-Nassau was the occasion for historical observations by 
Sir N. H. on the excellence of the men of Hesse, who had rendered the 
British great service in many wars. 

As we drove through beautiful Nuremberg up_ to the Castle h1 
glorious weather, Sir N.H. was unusually serious and remarked that 
one· ought particularly to enjoy such lovely days in such beautiful 
surroundings, since one did not know how many such days were 
allotted to one by fate. He was obliged to inform me that he had 
received extremely grave news yesterday evening. The complete 
picture presented by the separate communications received by the 
British Government showed that it was intended on the German side 
to settle the Czechoslovak question by military force without waiting 
for the results of Runciman's mediation. The alliance with France 
was of course well known to all; France would therefore be obliged 
to march in this event, and he saw in this state of affairs no possibility 
of Great Britain remaining outside the conflict. He considered any 
pressure by Great Britain on France to be out of the question, since 
every nation was the guardian of its own honor. He was therefore · 
extremely apprehensive, since any false step might have unpredict~ble 
consequences. If the Fiihrer decided in favor of military interven
tion, he would risk his whole mighty work of reconstruction. 

I replied that the Fuhrer, whom the Germans revered as their. 
greatest statesman, would certainly not make any wrong decision,' 
Conditions for the Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia were, how
ever, intolerable and demanded an iJ.{'mediate and· radical change. 
The wife of my neighbor in Grossglienicke, one_ Baron Geyr von 
Schweppenburg-a relative of the former Military Attache in Lon
don-was a Sudeten German and had given me details of the oppres
sion to which long-established German landowners in Czechoslovakia 
had to submit. The family was Roman Catholic and Conservative in 
outlook and had not made themselves conspicuous in the Sudeten 
German question in any way at all. In spite of this they were 
treated as if they were li¥ing in an enemy country. One morning 



768 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

about 1\fay 22 a detachment of Czech soldiers had constructed a con· 
crete pillbox on their well-kept lawn-the family's particular pride 
-without considering it necessary to inform the owner of the house 
at all or to give any reasons. A large part of the garden might not 
be used by the family. What caused Baroness Geyr particular 
anxiety was the fact that in the neighboring village-it was a district 
where the population was mixed-the Ldt-Wing Radical workers on 
the estate were being specially trained by Czech N.C.O.'s in blasting 
and incendiarism, and .were openly boasting of the purpose of this 
aetivity, namely to be able, if need be, to reduce all German property 
to ashes. An attempt by the family to invite the Czech officer, who 
spoke German, to have a meal with them-they acted on the assump
tion that as Czechoslovak subjects they could for their part make an 
attempt to improv_e relations-had as its sequel that on the following 
day the officer concerned was immediately relieved of his command 
for transgressing an existing ban on dealings with persons of Ger
man extraction . 

. To this Sir N.H. replied that he personally had no sympathy at 
all with the Czechs, and moreover considered the placing of Sudeten 
Germans under Czech domination to be a grave mistake. He expressed 
his aversion to the Czechs in very strong terms. 

On announcing ourselves at Nuremberg Castle we were shown 
round by Gebietsfuhrer MUller, an adjutant of the Reich Youth 
Leader. Sir N.H. was much Impressed by the very appropriately 
and beautifully furnished rooms. Among other things we were 
shown the Reich Youth Leader's room and the adjacent rooms for 
the other leaders of the Hitler Youth Movement. When Sir N.H. 
expressed the wish to be able to stay at the Youth Hostel, our adju
tant informed him that this was possible for !111 those who were 
members of the International Youth Hostels Association. Member
sp.ip cost 4 marks for adults and 2 marks for junior members. Sir 
N.H. emphasized that on his next private visit to Nuremberg he 
would certainly take advantage of this friendly offer, since he much 
preferred these attractive quarters to hotel accommodation. 

The. only thing which Sir N.H. did not like about the Youth 
Hostel was the fact that on all the beds was a copy of the Sturmer, 
to which he personally showed most decided aversion and which he 
did not regard as suitable reading matter for the young. 

Withen went from the Castle to the Bratwurstherzle where I had 
reserved a table in the room to the right of the main entrance. He 
felt very much at ease in this old-fashioned German parlor with its 
simple fare and hoped to be able to visit the restaurant again on a 
later occasion. · 
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In the afternoon a car from F. 'M. Goring, which was accompanied 
by Lieutenant Kruger, called for Sir N.H. When I asked whether 
in these circumstances I was to remain in Nuremberg, Sir N.H. ex
pressed the wish that I should accompany him. During th~ conver
sation with Lieutenant Kruger on the way to the Pfeifferhutte he 
inquired about Lieutenant Brauchitsch, the Commander in Chief's 
son, who had accompanied him on a visit to F. M. Goring on another 
occasion. 
· At the Pfeifferhutte F. M. Goring received Sir N. H. and myself 
on the terrace and thereupon had a tete-a-tete conversation with Sir 
N.H. lasting almost 2 hours, and in fact they walked up and down 
on the pathway below the terrace and were partly visible from the 
terrace. On certain occasions they stood still and it 'was possible 
to observe that the F. M. was at particular pains to talk Sir N.ll. 
round to his point of view. 

In the meantime I remained on the front terrace in the company 
of State Secretary Korner, Major General Bodenschatz, and Minis
terialdirektor Gritzbach, and was questioned by them in detair about 
the attitude of Great Britain and Sir N. H. First of all, they got it 
clear that I was not a member of the Foreign Ministry. I told these 
gentlemen all that I had heard about Sir N.H. and remarked that 
in my opinion the Ambassador felt himself to be in the midst of a 
tragic conflict. ,Although. Great Britain had no sympathies at all 
with the Czechs, in the event of France regarding her alliance as 
coming into force she would be compelled to join in sooner or later. 
I had the impression that, owing to Runciman's. Mission, not only 
British prestige but also the prestige of the Conservative· Party 
would be at stake, if we were to take any military action before the 
conclusion of Runciman's negotiations for conciliation. 

To be sure, Sir [sic] Neville Chamberlain and Lord Halifax 'were 
striving for an Anglo-German settlement with the support of Sir 
N. H. Here-I think it was State Secretary Korner-duly interjected 
that it was precisely German action which depended on these men. 

I gave a warning against regarding Great Britain's present attitude 
merely as bluff or presuming far too much on the pro-German attitude 
of the above-mentioned men and indeed for the following reasons: 

Great Britain, as I had already explained in my last report, should 
not ~in the opinion of Sir N.H. be rated as a democracy but as an 
aristocracy. This aristocratic ruling class was at present on the de
fensive against the broad masses of the popular front. The settle~ 
ment of tne Anglo-Italian conflict had already been a severe test for 
the Conservative Party, since the broad masses of the people in Great 
Britain condemned any yielding in face of claims by Mussolini. In 
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the Czechoslovak question the British Government had, by sending 
out Lord Runcip::tan, committed themselves first of all to attempt to 
secure a peaceful settlement of this conflict. The British Govern
ment could not tolerate any military intervention before Runciman's 
Mission was concluded; they would run the risk of being swept away 
because of cowardice by the Labor opposition at the next general 
election. However, that would probably seal the fate of the old 
aristocratic ruling class in Great Britain. The pressure on Great 
Britain to intervene was therefore due to considerations of domestic 
politics. If I had only heard F. :M. Goring's speech at the time, I 
would have noticed that the English too, being a virile Germanic 
race, pref~rred to be led by hunting and shooting men and not their 
.opposites. 

I personally did not believe that Great Britain's intervention in the 
Sudeten German question resulted from considerations of the balance 
of power on the Continent, since the increase of power accruing to 
Germany by the annexation of the Sudeten German regions would 
not constitute any appreciable shift in the balance of power, when 
regarded from the British point of view. From the British point of 
view the case would have to be judged quite differently from the 
former German entry into Belgium, when a direct military and 
political threat to Great Britain was the result. 

The French point of view would certainly be different, as was 
. expressed in a.leadip.g article in Le Temps during the previous week. 

In reply to the question as to how Great Britain would react if we 
began military action in order to ward off a Czech attack, I declared 
that no person in Great Britain or America would regard a Czech 
attack as worthy of credence in view of the present ratio of forces. 
If an attack by the Russians was proved I would, however, judge 

the case differently. 
If Germany therefore wished in any event to settle the Sudeten 

German questipn by military force, it would depend merely on the 
assessment of Germany's military strength and her armament poten
tial in comparison with those of the coalition ranged against us: I 
had no verdict to give on. this. 

State Secretary Korner was kind enough to give me details of the 
supply position and the probable development of a campaign against 
Germany by the Western Powers. According to these statements a 
confident assessment of Germany's military position seems thoroughly 
appropriate. 

In reply to my further question as to the attitude Poland would 
probably adopt, Korner or Bodenschatz expressed the opinion that 
the Poles were sitting like vultures on the fence nearby and merely 
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wished to ensure for themselves the' possibility of a large share of 
the prey; they would not march against us in any event. 

At the end of the conv~rsation at the Pfeifrerhiitte the F. M. drove 
with Sir N.H. to Burg Neuhaus in order to show him the place 
where he had spent a great part of his youth. The F. M. drove the 
car himself. The Ambassador sat beside him. When I informed 
Sir N.H. later that according to the speedometer they had traveled 
at 130 krn. per hour in the car, he remarked that he had not noticed 
this. Before the drive had started Goring had asked him whether 
he found driving fast unpleasant. · Sir N.H. had replied that this 
was all the same to him, whereupon Goring said that he nevertheless 
preferred driving slowly. The Ambassador then wondered at what 
speed the F. M. would really have driven if he had wished to drive 
fast. 

On instructions from the F. M., I was expressly invited by State 
Secretary Korner to take part in the driv«;', when I suggested that I 
should be left at the Pfeifrerhiitte until they returned from the ex· 
cursion. Besides the F. M. and Sir N.H., Min. Dir. Gritzbach and 
State Secretary Korner traveled in the first car; Goring's A.D.C., 
Oberfuhrer Gornert of the Feldhermhalle Standarte, and Major 
Konrad were in the second car. 

After a glorious drive through the sun-bathed "Franconian Switz
erland" we reached Burg Neuhaus, where a table for seven persons 
was laid :f6r eofree on the terrace with a fine view; the F. M. showed 
Sir N.H. the layout of the castle, and in particular the places which 
are described in the book by Min. Dir. Gritzbach8 : Goring's favorite 
spot as a boy and the steep mountain face down which he had climbed. 

During coffee I had the feeling that there had been a relaxation 
of the tension. First of all the F. M. expressed his pleasure a.t the 
letter of congratulation from Lord Halifax on the birth of his 
daughter. He proposed that, together with Sir N.H., he should 
write a note to Lord H. to the effect that Great Britain should dis
claim any interest in Czechoslovakia if the four best stags in Ger
many were placed at his disposal for shooting. To this the Am
bassador replied literally: "Gladly for my part, but unfortunately 
the decision does not rest with me." Then a card to be sent to the 
F.AI.'s wife was brought and signed by all those present. Thereupon 
an open postcard with a view of Burg Neuhaus, which was written 
by Sir N.H. and signed by him and the F. M., was sent to Lord 
Halifax. It was addressed to the Foreign Office. 

•Hermann Goring; the Man and Hi8 Work, Berlin 1938 (English translation, 
London 1939). 
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The F.l\[. explained the intended alterations to the castle and ex
pressed the hope that these would be finished by the next Party 
Congress. He hoped that the Ambassador would then be his guest 
at this castle, and indeed in essentially more carefree circumstances, 
since Czechoslovakia would then no longer exist. 

After coffee State Secretary Korner showed me over the castle 
in detail and informed me that it had been constructed by Henry I 
in connection with a chain of other castles as a barrier against in
vasions by the Huns. The F.l\I. was kind enough to explain per
sonally to me some details of the defenses and their flanking possi
bilities, and to point out the particularly strategic position of the 
castle. 

Finally, the visit to a neighboring place was abandoned, where 
the F. M. wished to show Sir N.H. a further entry in a book, in 
which Goring had signed his name as a boy as ''Hermann Goring, 
Boer General." . . 

It was a quick drive back to the Pfeifferhiitte again. An excellent 
kirsch was served there, as a stirrup cup so to speak. The F. M. and 
Sir N.H. stood in conversation for almost another half hour. Finally 
I informed State Secretary Korner of my intention to take Sir N.H. . 
to the Nassauer Keller in Nuremberg in the evening. From the 
Pfeifferhiitte arrangements were made for reserving a table in a good 
position close to the entrance where the FUhrer had formerly also sat. 

Business was brisk in the Nassauer Keller when we entered. Every 
single place was occupied by SA, SS, and political leaders, and there 
was a very gay atmosphere.' The band was playing popular tunes, 
among others Rhenish carnival songs. Sir N.H. felt thoroughly at 
home in the surroundings and inquired with great interest about the 
history and rank of the individual men going up and down the steep 
staircase which was directly opposite us. As he had already done 
at last year's Party Congress, Sir N.H. showed a marked interest 
in the various German racial types. During the meal Scharfuhrer 
von Joncquieres, whom I had asked to send a car to collect Sir N.H., 
announced that the car was waiting. When J oncquieres was about 
to leave, Sir N.H. asked him to sit down. Sir N.H. then came to 
speak of how in his young days in Bonn he had been a boon. com
panion of the Bonn.Prussians and still knew the Duke of Coburg, 
Bodo Count von Alvensleben-Neugattersleben, and Herr von Gru
neliusfrom that period. In reply to J.'s question whether Sir N.H. 
was identical with the man of the same name who, according to 
Nicolson's book on his father," as Secretary to the British Embassy 

'Harold Nicolson, Lord Carnock, a Study in the OZd Diplomacy (London 
1930), pp. 248-50. 
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in St. Petersburg had one night given his Ambassador the k.o., Sir 
N. H. said yes, and gave a detailed account of the way the episode took 
place. During that period of Anglo-Russian tension the Ochrana 
endeavored to gain possession of the Embassy's documents. When 
suspicious noises were heard one night, the not very brave young son 
of the Ambassador, later to become the author, gave the alarm to Sir 
N.H., who, being particularly athletic and unafraid, s~med to him 
especially suitable. to ward off intruders. In the darkness Sir N.H. 
met the Ambassador and taking him for the intruder laid him 011t 
with an uppercut, so that he was obliged to stay in bed for ·several 
days afterward. 

When we ~eft about midnight the .first morning papers. were being 
delivered. When Sir'N, H. saw the headlines which again dealt with· 
the Czechs, he merely remarked "Oh, these blasted Czechs." · 

He did not make any communication by telephone to the British 
Embassy in Berlin or London regarding the results of the conversa
tions with the F. M., !!-S I ascertained by inquiry at the communica
tions center. 
Friday, September 9. · 

In the morning Sir N.H. was working on a report in his com part- · 
ment, then at 12 o'clock had a conversation with the German Foreign 
Minister at the Grand Hotel, and then drove straight from the Grand 
Hotel to the Castle where he attended the lunch given by the FUhrer's 
Deputy (he sat next to Ley and General Epp). 

In the afternoon he ordered a car .for 7:45 p.m. and informed me 
after the departure of the rest of the C[orps] D[iplomatique] that he 
was expecting a courier from London with important despatches, who 
would arrive at the Nuremberg airfield at 8:15 p.m. He requested 
me to meet him, instead of going by himself, and to accompany. him 
here. · He remarked that he had no idea who ~as being sent. as 
courier. If it was at all feasible. would I arrange for the courier to 
have his meals and be accommodated in the diplomatic train. 

One of the Ki'ng's Messengers, named King-an elderly gentleman 
of about 60 years of age-had flown from London as courier at 2 p.m. 
He was in a very worn-out state, explained to me in gr:_eat detail 
that he had been fetched out of bed for the flight-incidentally his 
first one-and had eaten nothing since morning. He requested me 
to obtain a light meal for him as soon as possible, a scrambled egg 
if possible, since he had had no less than five teeth extracted shortly 
before. 

I immediately reported the courier's arrival to SS-Oberfuhrer 
Stenger and communicated to him the British Ambassador's wish 
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that the courier might have his meals and be accommodated in the 
diplomatic train. · Oberfuhrer Stenger stated that he had to conform 
to advice from the head of the Protocol in this instance. I reported 
the case in detail to the latter. The head of the Protocol believed 
however that he could not accede to the .Ambassador's wish as a 
matter of principle, since other members of the Diplomatic Corps 
would then beg for the same favored treatment. In particular it was 
a nightmare to him that His Excellency .Attolico, the .Ambassador 
of friendly Italy, might approach him with similar demands. In 
vain I drew attention to the special circumstances of the case and the 
possibility that the refusal might be felt to show a lack of customary 
courtesy hi a critical political situation. The head of the Protocol 
adhered to his refusal. In particular the courier was also only per· 
mitted to have a meal in the restaurant car of the diplomatic train 
on the condition that the Ambassador sat with him. I refused to 
make such an unreasonable demand to the Ambassador. I requested 
the head of .the Protocol to forward this tefusal to Sir N. H. him
self. On.the way thither, I endeavored to bring about another change 
in the decision by drawing attention to the Ambassador's friendship 
with F. :M:. Goring; I thereby encountered such a brusque reprimand 
as has seldom fallen to my lot all my life. · 

.As things were, accommodation had to be obtained at the office 
. for guests of honor and the courier accommodated there. I took 
further charge of the courier a:nd even took upon myself to obtain 
the hotel card at the office for guests of honor and arranged for the 
accommodation and the punctual departure of the courier; since 
there seemed to me perhaps to be a political interest involved in this. 
The courier then flew to Cologne next morning O:Q. the regular plane 
at 8 :15 a.m. During the night I had ascertained that there wns no 
vacant seat available in the Cologne-London plane. At the request 
of the .Ambassador, I endeavored to charter a special plane-for a 
payment of 2150 marks. Since one was not available, a British plane 
was ordered to Cologne through tlie Embassy in London, since the 
.Ambassador's report appeared to be urgent. 

Saturday, September 1(}. · 
On the previous evening the refusal of the head of th~ Protocol 

to accommodate the 'courier in the special train had also rp.ade ni.e 
parti.cnlarly apprehensive, because Sir N. H. had announced for the 

· coming day the arrival of a young Secretary from the Embassy in 
Berlin. The same principles were to apply to the latter as to the. 
courier. He would, therefore, accord~g 'to this, have to take his 
meals and be accommodated outside the' diplomatic train. As in this 
instance I was afraid of the immediate departure of the Ambassador,. 
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I' attempted very early in the morning to obtain . State Secretary 
Korner's advice in this matter. However, when I rang up at 6:30 
a.m. there was only a SS-Untersturmfuhrer from the criminal police 
present who stated that the State Secretary could not be ~ontacted 
before 9 a.m. unless the matter was of particular urgency. ' Since I 
did not wish to attribute exaggerated importance to the matter, I 
merely gave a brief account of the case and wished only in the event 
of further difficulties arising to lay claim .to advice from State Secre-
tary K. at 9 .a.m. · · 

SS-Oberfuhrer Stenger, to whom I reported the Secretary's ar
rival, straightway gave permission, without asking the head of the 
Protocol, for the Secretary to have breakfast in the· restaurant car 
and referred me to the head of the·Protocol in .the matter of accom
modating the Secretary in the diplomatic coach. At the urgent per
sonal request of the Ambassador the head of the Protocol gave per
mission during the morning for Mr. l:Iarrison, the Secretary, to be 
given accommodation in the Ambassador's coach, where three com
partments stood empty already at the time of the Secretary's arrival. 
I had breakfast with Mr. Harrison and informed him that 1 was. 
obliged to regard the sending of a delicate old gentleman as a courier 
as a mistake. He explained. that the actual King's Messenger who. 
was detailed for the journey could not be contacted as he was playing 
golf. He himself just had to admit that the King's Messenger looked 
perfectly comica_Un his get-up on his departure. Furthermore, King's 
Messengers were generally retired colonels of the British Army. 

On the way' to the Hitler Youth Rally Sir N. H. was accompanied 
by the head of the Protocol. From my seat in the front I could not 
help hearing the political conversation which was cal'l'ied on. Sir 
N.H. stated that in the event of a military conflict between Ozechs 
and Germans the alliance would in any case come into force for 
France, and he did not know how Great Britain could remain aside 
when the honor of France was at stake. During a discussion of the 
Miihrisch-Ostrau a:ff'air 8 the head of the Protocol admitted that the 
l'eports might well be exaggerated by 50 percent or even 75 percent, 
however, the remaining 50 percent or 25_ percent was quite sufficient 
to establish the fact of the Czechs' enormous responsibility. In all 
circumstances a peaceful settlement of the dispute was of importance 
to Great Britain. However, if Runciman stated that a result was 
not attainable, the way would be clear for another move. There was 
no doubt that if Great Britain entered the fray the whole world 
would rise up against Germany, for we ought to consider how far the 
influence of the 15 million Jews in the world would turn the scales 

• See footnote 56, p. 712. 
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against Germany. He was so very worried about doing the right 
thing and not precipitating developments. Up till the present the 
movement among the Sudeten Germans had been, thank God, under 
control. However, events might happen when Germany's national 
honor would be affected by some incident or other. Unpredictable 
developments might result from some such incident. In the conver
sation Sir N.H. emphasized that he regarded Goring as his very good 
friend-Sir N.H. pointed out that if it were possible to secure a 
peaceful solution of the Czech question the Cabinet was willing to 
change British public opinion radically in favor of Germany within 
a year, and then there would be the possibility of a solution of the 
colonial question. 

After the Youth Rally Sir N.H. arranged with State Secretary 
Weizsacker for a fresh Conversation before the departure of the C. D. 
This took place at 3 o'clock in the afternoon in the State Secretary's 
private room in the Grand Hotel. While I was waiting outside in 
the corridor, Under State Secretary W oermann greeted me and asked 
me whether Sir N.H. had finally delivered the letter, which he had 
been carrying on him for a long time. I could not give any informa-
tion about this. · 

On the way back from the Grand Hotel, whither I accompanied 
Sir N.H. alone, he told me that Bene8 had announced a speech for 
today; however, it was unfortunate that no one believed Bene8. I 
drew Sir N.H.'s attention to Bene8' acquaintance with French poli
ticians in his young days, when he had been in Paris a long time as 
a student. Sir N. H. believed that first and foremost the Masonic 
link between him .and the French politicians was the decisive factor. 

On our return I had tea with Sir N.H. in the restaurant car. He 
remarktm. with a sigh that Great Britain was now having to pay 
for her guilty part in the Treaty of Versailles. No one apart from 
Clemenceau had a definite aim at the Treaty of Versailles. The lead
ing _statesmen were ent~rely ignorant of geographical conditions. 
Even in recent times he had spoken to people in Great Britain who 
had regarded Czechoslovakia as a new variety of interesting flower. 

Sir N. H. had learned from a newspaper headline that, according 
to a Polish report, Dimitroff had arrived in Prague, and expressed 
the opinion that he was just the one who had been missing from the 
present situation so far! It would be tragic if, because of the Czechs 
who ~e aided and abetted by the Pan-Slavists, it should come to a 
conflict between the two great Germanic nations, the Anglo-Saxons 
and the Teutons. That would be a conflict in which Great Britain 
had no real war aims. Even if Germany were defeated, the Sudeten 
German regions would in his opinion have to be given to Germany 
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at the peace treaty, if an end was to be made to the eternal unrest 
in Europe. 

I replied that if Dimitroff's arrival should turn out to be true, the 
outbreak of civil war in Czechoslovakia· could soon be reckoned with. 
It would be the signal for all the Czech Communist organizations to 
take aggressive action against the Sudeten Germans, whereupon cor
responding defensive action would naturally be taken. I therefore 
expected a crisis soon, especially also since; as was well known, the 
Chief of the Czech General Staff was a former Russian officer and 
was striving for close ties with Russfa for reasons of Pan-Slav 
ideology. 

It was openly stated in Czech officer circles that Germany would 
certainly overrun Czechoslovakia at the start; things would then 
d~velop as in Yugoslavia, and afterward Czechoslovakia would with 
Russian and other assistance emerge from the conflict greater and 
stronger than before. Unfortunately, despite his good intentions, 
Hodza could not carry his point in face of the military. and Sokol 
circles, who were virtually exercising the functions of a rival govern
ment and sabotaging Hodza's measures designed to achieve a settle
ment. 

Sir N.H. replied that in his opinion also much of what I had 
said was correct. 

Sir N.H. then asked me about Reichsfuhrer Rimmler, for whom 
he seemed to have some regard. I informed him of the Reichsfuhrer's 
interest in prehistoric times and folklore. He had been responsible 
for arousing an enormous amount of interest in this; the Reichsfuhrer 
was especially interested in the person of Henry I, the first German 
king, at whose instigation the chain of defenses against the Huns 
had been built, of which Goring's castle at Neuhaus was a part~ . 

Sunday, September 11. 
Sir N.H. could not attend the ceremony in honor of the dead as 

he was expecting an important telephone call from London. He later 
attended the march past of the SA and SS and showed great Interest . 
in it. He preferred to remain in Nuremberg as he had arranged for 
a conversation with State Minister Neurath. This took plac~ at 1 
p.m. in the Grand Hotel and lasted about half an hour. After this 
Sir N.H. lunched with the Belgian Ambassador, Count d'Avignon, 
and his Secretary, M. Colleau. On Count d' A vignon's inquiring 
whether he was going to attend the military parade, Sir N.H. replied 
that he was going to leave the same day; moreover the Luftwaffe 
would not be so strongly represented at the parade as in the previous 
year, since most of the German squadrons were perched like birds 
of prey all around Czechoslovakia in order to swoop down at very 
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short notice, as F. M. Goring had told him. For the rest, questions 
of a. general nature were discussed during the meal. 

On the way to the Grand Hotel Sir N. H. had a. detailed conver
sation with Count d'Avignon, while Ambassador Lipski conversed 
with M. Djuwara, the Rumanian Minister. During the meal I was 
again asked for details of the historical background of the Party, 
and the conversation turned to the Sturmer to which they showed 
aversion. They acknowledged that the Schwarze Korps was on a 
quite different plane, and in particular the illustrations were good. 

After lunch Sir N. H. wished to go for a walk in the town and 
watch the last part of the march past of the SS. We went back to 
the diplomatic stand on foot, which was meanwhile occupied by girls 
from Styria, Carinthia, and t~1e Egerland. The girls were particu
larly attractive in their national costumes. Sir N.H. asked me to 
explain to him the differences between the individual costumes. 
Reich Minister Goebbels came across during this and, surrounded by 
these girls, signed autographs. The group of very charming girls 
fJ.'om Graz and Klagenfurt, with whom we had got into conversa
tion, had soon discovered that it was the British Ambassador, and 
Sir N.H. was asked for his autograph. According to my calculations 
he gave 150 autographs to the individual girls who came from Graz, 
Klagenfurt, and from the Egerland as well. On the cards which I 
handed to him there was in most cases the name of Reich Minister 
Goebbels, but on at least ten ·the name of Konrad Henlein. He 
signed his nanie without more ado on these as well and gave his 
signature to uniformed members of the Sudeten German F.S. forma
tions also. 

He was particularly pleased on arriving at his former seat to find 
that one of the war-disabled men in the front row recognized him 
again and said spontaneously, "We are glad to see you back here." 
He also gave a number .of war-disabled men his autograph and in
quired about the regiments and provinces from which they came. 

At the march past of the police units, Death's Head units, and the 
Leibstandarte he expressed his approval and thought that it· was not 
possible to distinguish bet~een the Austrian and German police. 

When the parade was over Sir N. H. wished to go to the North 
Station. I was, however, unable to find a C. D. car. While waiting 
Sir N.H. met an acquaintance, SS-Brigadefuhrer Humann Huinin
gen, -who was accompanied by the Greek Colonel Nikoladis and the 
Hungarian Field Marshal Count Tacas. Arrangements were made 
to have first a snack at the Bratwurstherzle, from where I intended 
to order a car from the North Station. We found a table on the 
first floor of the Bratwurstherzle despite the great crowd there. Sir 
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N.H. was asked about his hunting successes in Germany. He re
ported that unfortunately in the last 16 months he had only had 
four shots, which, however, had all been hits and brought-down two 
stags and two bustards. He regretted very much that pressure of 
business left him so little time for big game shooting and feared that 
the time would soon come when he would have to confine himself to 
small game. He discussed his successes in chamois stalking in detail 
with Count Tacas, being familiar with all the different deer forests. 

Count Tacas then led the conversation into the realm of politics 
and sought to make propaganda for the Hungarian minority in Slo
vakia. It was impossible geographically to cut the ·Hungarians in 
Slovakia off from the Hungarians in the lowland plain, since it in
volved a completely homogeneous region economically. During the 

. drought in the summer the Hungarian peasants in the plain must be 
given more opportunity to drive their cattle into what is at present 
Slovak territory, since pasture and fodder were only to be found 
there. He appealed to Sir N.H. to use his influence so that Great 
Britain might make a definite proposal for mediation and recom
mended more "kurasch" in this direction.· 

After the snack at the Bratwurstherzle we inspected the works of 
Veit Stoss in the nearby church, and directly afterward set out on 
the drive back to the North Station. On leaving the Bratwursther~le 
Sir N.H. was cheered enthusiastically by the people.· 

In the night of Sunday to Monday Sir N.H. set out at 1:08 a.m. 
on the return journey to Berlin. On his departure he thanked me
with particular cordiality. He said that if I had not been. by his 
side he would have broken off his stay in Nuremberg very much 
sooner, with which he apparently meant to express particular appre
ciation. 

Tuesday, September 13. • 
Shortly before the arrival of the diplomatic train in Berlin on the 

Tuesday after the FUhrer's speech, M. Karecka, the Lithuanian· 
Charge d'Affaires, spoke to me at breakfast in the restaurant car. It 
was this gentleman, with whom I had not been acquainted hitherto, 
whom I had sat next at dinner, when he was sitting alone in the res~ 
taurant car, and had had a conversation with him on agricultural 
conditions in Lithuania. The conversation in the morning began 
with this subject. M. Karecka then switched suddenly to politics 
and told me that the FUhrer's speech had made him and also his 
colleagues in the Diplomatic Corps extremely apprehensive, since the 
FUhrer had henceforth confirmed Germany's intervention on behalf 
of the Sudeten Germans as a point of German honor on which there 
could be no yielding. In his opinion armed intervention by Germany 

7971«--40--yol. U-6& 
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would encounter a defensive front of the broadest extent and the 
tragedy of the World War would be repeated. When I expressed my 
surprise at such an interpretation of the FUhrer's speech, so moder
ate in my opinion, and which explained with cogent logic the neces
sity for a change in the untenable situation of the Sudeten Germans, 
the Lithuanian Charge d'Affaires declared that it was not a matter 
or the Sudeten German question alone; the Powers feared that, after 
disposing of the Sudeten German question, Germany would in the 
immediate future settle the question of the Polish Corridor and 
therefore it seemed appropriate even now to proceed to defensive 
action. 

With regard to the latter remark I explained as my personal 
opinion that, in view of the loyalty with which the FUhrer had 
entered into commitments with France and Great Britain for main
taining peace, he would also respect th~ agreements with the great 
warrior Pilsudski and any aggression against Poland seemed to me 
personally to be completely ruled out, since a compact region popu
lated by Germans the same size as that of the Sudeten Germans did 
not e:s;ist there. I emphasized in addition that in my opinion the 
Jfiihrer would succeed by his skill as a statesman in effecting the 
difficult settlement of the Sudeten .German question without 'warlike 
complications, since the final ·stabilization of European peace was a 
matter near to hi$. own heart. I believed also from the attitude of 
Sir N.H. that he would be abla to count upon British support in this 
direction. 

The conversation then broke off. The Lithuanian Charge d'Affaires 
hoped to meet. me ,again shortly if Providence allowed. From what 
M. Karecka said one may assume that at any rate doubts exist among 
individual members of the C. D. regarding the Polish attitude. 

BERLIN, September 15, 1938. 

SS-U ntersturmfuhrer 
SS-Reitersturm 1/1 
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No. 483 
1585/38284()-43 

1'he German Minilster in Ireland (Bempel) 9 to the German Foreig1& 
Ministrv 

A 342 DUBLIN, September 15,,1938. 
(Pol. II 2877/38) 

Subject: Details on Ireland's attitude in the present political crisis.· 
On the 8th instant Mr. De Valera went to Genev8..10 On iny return 

yesterday, therefore, I was only able to visit Mr. Walshe, Secretary 
General of the Ministry of External Affairs, and, of course, discussed 
with him the general political situation on the lilies of the instructions 
received. Mr. Walshe told me that the Irish Government, which.in 
the last critical weeks had constantly been in close contact with the 
British Government, had done all in their power to achieve in London 
the speedy· intervention of the British Government for the achieving 
of a peaceful solution of the Czechoslovak question. Mr. Walshe told 
me again on this occasion, as on previous· occasions, that the Irish 
Governm~nt unde~tood the necessity of obtaining full rightS of self
determination for the Sudeten Germans. I must not omit to mention 
that Mr. Walshe expressed the opinion that the,British Government 
was so thoroughly opposed to taking part in ·a European conflict 
over the Czechoslovak crisis that a straightforward statement by us, 
to the effect that vis-a-vis France we ·would co4fine ourselves exclu
sively to measures solely in defense of German lerritory, would suf
fice to prevent Great Britain's intervening, at lea~t at first. i referred 
1\fr. Walshe to the Fuhrer's speech, which stated, clearly enough that 
a war, started by France against us, would only be a defensive war 
ba . 

For the rest, Mr. Walshe merely said that, in the event of a 
European war in which Great Britain was involved, Ireland's posi
tion would be terribly difficult. It appears from the press that, ii1 
De Valera's absence, the Government has in the last few days been 
dealing with the question of the measures to be taken in the event 
of the outbreak of war. Only the Opposition paper Irish Inde
pendent publishes a more detailed report of the Cabinet meeting iu 
question, and emphasizes that the measures ab:n at preventing the 
use of Irish territory as bases for an attack on Great Britain. 

Chamberlain's meeting with the Fuhrer has caused definite relief 
in the Ministry of External Affairs here. 

• Eduard Hempel, German Minister In Dublin, J'ulyl-937-May 1945. 
•• Prime Minister and Minister of External A1fairs, 1932-48. He went to Geneva 

to attend the meeting of the Assembly of the League of Nations on September 12. 
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Last week Eden was in Dublin during a lengthy visit to Inland 
for het.lth reasons and visited Mr. De Valera, who gave a small pri
vate luncheon party for him. The Imh Ti171.U, organ of the Anglo
Irish faction, yesterday gave prominence to a report from London 
that on his return Eden gave Chamberlain, the Prime Minister, a 
statement by De Valera promising the fullest cooperation with Great 
Britain in enry direction which should appear necessary. I spoke 
to lir. Walshe about this surprising news, which he described as pure 
invention and added that he had challenged the deputy editor in 
chief of the I mh Time~ on this matter-the editor in chief, Mr. 
Smyllie, is on holiday. 

He added that such a report could only do harm. Last night's 
and this morning's press publishes a correction by the Government 
Infonnation Bureau. ("It was officially announced in Dublin today 
that there is no truth in the statement appearing in a Dublin morning 
paper today that llr. De Valera gave a message to l!r. Eden for Mr. 
Chamberlain.") Furthennore, the report is also said to have been 
denied by Eden, who said that no exchange of views of the kind 
described had taken place between Mr. De Valera and himself. Their 
conversation had been of a punly private nature.· 

In an interview in Geneva Mr. De Valera expressed his satisfaction 
over Chamberlain's meeting with the FUhrer. During a 3-hour stop 
in London on his journey to Geneva, he had lunched with Sir Thomas 
Inskip, Minister of Defense, and had a talk with Malcolm Mac
Donald.11 

As far as I could ascertain up to the present, the idea is gaining 
ground in German circles here that, if war breaks out, Ireland would 
immediately ally herself with Great Britain. In this respect I doubt 
first of all whether an immediate open declaration of war is nally 
to be expected, even though the Irish Government may be ready in 
large measun to meet the wishes of the British. In supplement to 
my earlier report, I think, however, that, even if there is no declara
tion of war, an early breaking off of diplomatic relations is very 
possible, especially if the United States at once declare themselves 
definitely against us. More precise details in the event of a further 
deterioration of the situation can only be learned after Mr. De 
Valera's return from Geneva. 

• semrt&!'J' of State for Dominion AJra1rs, 1935--39. 
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No. 484 
2369/~9~950 

The Germat~~, Charge d'Affaires in Norway (Neuhaus) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

A. II. b. 12. a. OsLO, September 15, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6110) 

Subject: The Norwegian Prime Minister on the attitude of Norway. 
'fhe Oslo newspaper Morgenbladet asked Nygaardsvold, the Nor

wegian Prime Minister, what deliberations the Norwegian Govern
ment had carried on during the days subsequent to the speech of the 
German FUhrer and Reich Chancellor and what conclusions they had 
reached. The Prime Minister is temporarily head also of the Min
istry of Labor and of the Foreign Ministry. The Prime Minister 
answered that he had consulted the Government yesterday, and today 
would hold a preparatory session of the State Council. He did not 
wish for the time being to express his opinion as to the effect of 
European events on the settlement by Norway of her own affairs, 
apart from the fact that naturally every effort was being exerted to 
safeguard Norwegian neutrality in case of war. "But this is so 
self-evident," said the Prime Minister in conclusion, "that there is no 
necessity whatever to mention it." 

NEUHAUS 

No. 485 
2369/~94951-U 

1'he German Charge d'Affaires in Sweden (Below) to the Qerman 
l!'oreign Ministry 

SECRET STocKHoLM, September 15, 1938. 
A. 1470 (Pol. IV 6111} 
Subject: Sweden's attitude to an armed conflict in Central Europe 

and to a demand by the League of Nations for the introduction . 
of sanctions. 

I. The Swedish Government would probably proclaim their peu
trality and act in closest cooperation with the other Scandinavian 
States in an armed conflict limited to Germany on the one hand and 
Czechoslovakia, and perhaps Russia, on the other. There would be 
presumably little change in economic relations with the outside woi:ld, 
and Swedish deliveries (e.g., ore) would continue, while the export 
of war material (arms and ammunition) might of course be forbid
den. At the same time the Government would do everything n~ 
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sary to strengthen the military defenses of the country, and would 
take special meas~ for naval and air defense at vulnerable points. 
It can be assumed that armed violation of the sovereignty of Swedish 
territory would meet with immediate armed resistance. 

II. The same applies in the first place to an armed conflict in 
which Great Britain and France were involved against Germany. 
In this case too, Sweden would in all probability declare herself 
neutral and maintain her neutrality in closest cooperation with the 
other Scandinavian countries as long as possible. In particular she 
would try to maintain her commercial deliveries (among which deliv
eries of ore are to be understood) to both belligerent parties. Sandler, 
the Foreign lfinister, has expressed the finn determination to remain 
neutral and the nrgent desire to keep out of all entanglements with 
the Great Powers, in each of his political speeches during this year 
at meetings of the League of Nations and conferences of lfinisters 
of the Scandinavian States. Hansson, the Prime lfinister, did the 
same in his speech on the 13th instant. 

It is almost certain that Sweden would not immediately comply 
with a League of Nations resolution to introduce economic sanctions 
by all its members against a belligerent power. The Government has, 
no doubt, long realized the dangers which this represents of being 
involved in a conflict; this is precisely the reason why, as early as 
the beginning of this year, they declared that they were not bound 
by article 16 of the Covenant,1' but entitled to free decision on its 
application, and since then publicly expressed this _view with increas
ing clarity, alone and in cooperation with the Governments of the 
Oslo Powers.1' Under the pressure of public opinion in Sweden and 
obviously in view of the complications which may possibly arise, 
Foreign Minister· Sandler has urgently recommended to the League 
of Nations at its present meeting-even under the slight threat of 
Sweden's withdrawal-to recognize that article 16 is no longer bind
ing. However, he further stated that, even if this were not recog
nized, the Swedish Government would abide by its decision. 

Another question is whether Sweden, in the event of the conflict's 
being of long duration, would be in a position, in face of pressure 
from Great Britain, to maintain her obvious intention to remain 
neutral and, in particular, her deliveries of raw materials, important 
for war to the oppoSite side. It can be assumed that there would 
be str~ng pressure from Leftist Radical circles in Sweden for the 
discontinuance of such deliveries. However, the Social Democrat
controlled Government would probably be in a position to resist this 

• See footnote 79, p. 737. 
11 The Oslo Powers (Belgium, Denmark. Finland. Holland. Luxembourg, Nor

way, and Sweden) had signed a trade pact on llay28, 1937. 
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pressure at first.· In this, and also as regards the danger of workers' 
strikes in this field, the urge, inherent in the Swedish people; to 
exploit all financial advantages and possibilities of gain, might be 
of help to the Government. : 

The situation is to be regarded in a different light if British pres
sure is increased, perhaps by the application of a blockade, or if the 
war situation turns to Germany's disadvantage. In this case it must 
be reckoned with that Sweden will sooner or later yield to tlie de
mands of the other side, either directly or by the indirect method of 
sanctions. In this the attitude of Poland might not be without in
fluence on Sweden's decisions. 

·BELOW 

No. 486 
139/1260111-53 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (1.'h. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Miniatry 

Telegram 

No. 422 of September 15 LoNDON, September 15, 1938. 
Received September 15, 1938-8 :30' a.m. 

Never have I witnessed such a sudden change of atmosphere as 
took place yesterday evening in the whole of Great Britain when 
Chamberlain's visit to the Fiihrer was announced. Until evening the 
entire British population was sunk in deep depression called forth by 
the decision, no less serious, to take up arms under certain circum
stances. Now things had taken a completely unexpected turn which 
oirered the hope of a peaceful settlement. For details I would refer 
you to the exhaustive reports from the D.N.B. It is no exaggeration 
when the newspapers report that men and women wept for joy in 
the streets. 

Accompanied by von Selzam, Counselor of Legation, I went to 
Heston airport to be present at the departure of Chamberlain, who 
was accompanied by Sir Horace Wilson and Mr. Strang, Counselor 
of Embassy. Outside the airport a joyful crowd had assembled who 
greeted the Prime Minister with hearty cheering. I congratulated 
the Prime Minister on his decision and requested him to accept my 
best wishes for the journey. He was obviously moved and replied in 
simple and sincere words that he hoped he would be able to contribute 
to the consolidation of peace by his discussions with the FUhrer. (He 
expressly said "the Fuhrer.") 
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Representative English persons present were: Lord Halifax and 
his wife, and the leading officials of the Foreign Office. .All of them, 
and especially Lord Halifax, took pains to show us Germans by their 
attitude the genuine pleasure they had felt at the F-Uhrer's immediate 
and cordial reply to the message of the British Prime Minister. Lord 
Halifax took me aside in order to ask me what impression the Prime 
Minister's initiative had called forth in Berlin, and was highly satis
fied when I told him how warmly the German people welcomed .Mr. 
Chamberlain. 

Lord Brocket, who was likewise accompanied by his wife, spoke to 
me of the deep impression made on him by his talk with the FUhrer 
in Nuremberg, and expressed his firm conviction that the task of 
conciliation would succeed. 

Shortly before his departure lir. Chamberlain had to submit to 
the cross fire of the press photographers. He then made a short state
ment for the weekly newsreel in the following words:-

"I am going to meet the German Chancellor because the situation 
~ms to me one in which discussion between him and me may have 
useful consequences. My policy has always been to try and assure 
peace, and Herr Hitler's ready acceptance encourages me to hope that 
my visit will not be without result." 

The midday press reports Chamberlain's departure in large head
lines. The friendly trend is unmistakable. .. KoRDT 

No. 487 
337/1117139-61 

Memorandum on the Conversation Between the Fuhrer and Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, at the Obersalz
berg (Berchteagailen) on September.15, 1938 

.lfr. Chamberlain mentioned in his introductory remarks that since 
he had become Prime Minister of Great Britain he had always 
worked for an .Anglo-German rapprochement and had always been 
on the lookout for opportunities to put JPs intentions into practice. 
In spite of occasional difficulties in .Anglo-German relations, he had 
nevertheless again a1;1d again had the feeling that there was the pos
sibility of strengthening mutual . relations by a direct exchange of 
views.. During the last weeks the situation had now become so diffi
cult and grave that the danger of a conflict had seemed to him 
extremely close. Yet, even if both countries avoided becoming 
directly involved, the tension in Europe would have developed in a 
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fashion anything hut conducive to a rapprochement between the two 
countries. 

Quite apart from the Czechoslovak question there were today much 
greater problems down for discussion and, conscious of this tension, 
he had therefore undertaken the journey to Germany in order, by 
means of a direct conversation with the Fiihrer, to attempt to clarify 
the situation. 

The Fuhrer replied that he was well a ware of the significance of 
the British Prime Minister's journey. The whole German nation 
welcomed this journey, as Mr. Chamberlain could, of course, have 
gathered from the demonstrations of sympathy which he had re
ceived from the German population on his arrival in Munich and 
on the way to Berchtesgaden. 

He (the FUhrer) could definitely state that since his youth .he had 
had the idea of Anglo-German cooperation. The war had come as 
a great internal spiritual shock to him. However, he had since 1918 
kept the idea of Anglo-German friendship constantly in mind. The 
reason why he had thus taken up the cause of this friendship was that 
since his nineteenth year he had developed certain racial ideals within· 
himself, which had caused him immediately at the end of the war 
to have the rapprochement between both nations systematically in 
view as one of his aims. He had to admit that in recent years this 
idealistic belief in Anglo-German racial affinity had suffered very 
severe blows. He would, however, count himself fortunate if he could 
succeed at the eleventh hour, in spite of all this, in leading back the 
whole political development into channels laid down by the theories 
which he had advocated again and again in his speeches and writings 
for a decade and a half. 

Mr. Chamberlain replied that he fully valued the words of appre
ciation which the Fiihrer had spoken to him. It was, in fact, no easy 
thing for a man of his age to undertake a journey of this kind. The 
fact that he had embarked on this journey to Germany should serve 
as proof, for the Fiihrer and the German people, both of the impor .. 
tance which he (Mr. Chamberlain) attached to an Anglo-German 
rapprochement and also of his sincere desire to attempt everything 
possible to find a way out of the present difficulties. ' 

This first conversation might best be utilized for the exchange of 
general ideas on the situation, so that each party could understand 
the other aright and ascertain between themselves whether agreement 
was possible or not. He (Mr. Chamberlain) had frankly to admit 
that many Englishmen regarded the FUhrer's speeches solely as 
words behind· which carefully prepared plans were concealed. He 
(Mr. Chamberlain), however, looked on the FUhrer as a man who, 
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from a strong feeling for the sufferings of his people, had carried 
through the rebirth of the G1!rman nation with extraordinary succef& 
He had the greatest respect for this man, and had come to G1!rmany 
in order to at~empt to solve the present difficulties by means of a 
frank exchange of views at the fountainhead of the llirman return 
to prosperity. He hoped that as a result of this exchange of views 
with. the :FUhrer both parties would be· precisely informed of the 
views of the other, and that on the basis of this precise knowledge 
of the FUhrer's attitude he could then with redoubled confidence con-

. tinue to work for an .Anglo-German rapprochement. 
The FUhrer then declared that at the ·head of all the problems to 

be discussed there stood the Sudeten G1!rman question, which had at 
the moment gone beyond the stage of theoretical discussion, since the 
situation was moving from hour to hour toward an open crisis. It 
therefore seemed appropriate to him to begin with this question, since 
it was also decisive for the future development of Anglo-German 
relations. He did not wish to linger too long over the past, for there 
were many points on which the two countries differed and few which 
they had in common. What was decisive was whether and how far 
agreement could be lea.ched between the two countries on a common 
attitude in this question. 

The situation was very grave. On the basis of the latest informa
tion, 300 fatal casualties and many hundreds of injured were to be 
expected among the Sudeten Germans. There were entire villages 
from which the population had fled. In these circumstances a deci
sion must be reached in some way or another within a very short time. 
In this state of affairs he was obliged to state quite frankly that there 
would be no paint in carrying on a conversation in the manner of 
previous diplomatic discussions. The long jo11rney which the Prime 
Minister had made would not have proved worth while if they were 
to stop short at mere formalities. 

For a better understanding of the situation he could assure him 
that' his (the FUhrer's) whole significance rested on the confidence 
which the G1!rman people had in him. He was not a dictator, he had 
not established his power in Germany by military force, but his posi
tion was built up on the ·confidence of the nation ·whose mouthpiece 
and representative .he was and whose interests" he had to protect. 
Thus he also was not a free agent. He could not act contrary to 
promises and assurances which he had once given to the German 
people and which secured him their confidence. Therefore, he could 
neither remain silent nor inactive in a situation in which the whole 
Germ&n nation expected energetic action and plain speaking from 
him. If he should not act up to these expectations he would forfeit 
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the confidence of the people, and his way would therefore be pre
determined for him. If other statesmen were subject to the influence 
of their parliaments, then he was obliged to conform to the wishes, 
not, of course, of a parliament, but of the people, and _in particular 
of the Party. If he were not to do what was expected of him he 
would not do away with the problem under discussion, but rather 
destroy his own significance. 

Now he had given the German people definite promises: first of 
all to free them by some means or another from the sufferings caused 
them by the Treaty of Versailles. For the means he had to adopt 
to achieve this· he had received general plenary powers from the 
German people, which had taken the form of an enabling act passed 
by the Parliament. If he did not keep his promises these plenary 
powers would become null and void. Even if perhaps no immediate· 
result was to be expected from this, yet the psychological effect of 
the nonfulfillment of his pledges might be very considerable. 

Here he was obliged to add that the objective, which he had set 
himself when building up the Party, and later the State, had been 
a limite~ one. It was in certain respects the antithesis of imperialism. 
He did not want here to go into details about the reasons for or the 
value and advantages of this policy, but only to point out the fact 
that the racial basis of the National Socialist Party, and with it of 
the Germ.an people, excluded any form of imperialism. Furthermore, 
he had never left the outside world in any doubt that he knew per
fectly well how to distinguish between what was possible and what 
was impossible. He knew that it was impossible to unite all the 
Germans in Europe. Nor did the German ethnic groups who lived 
farther away from the Reich expect to be united with the Reich. 
Besides, he had excluded all questions of this kind which would open 
up old wounds afresh, and in which the success obtained would be out 
of all proportions to the weight of the sacrifices made. 

People in Britain had often reproached him, because they thought 
that the appetite grew with eating, and that probably after ·the 
attainment of one objective he would again and again make fresh 
demands. He was obliged, however, to point rout that nothing to 
support a development of this kind was to be found in his whole 
conduct. Where Germany had recognized frontiers as final, this 
recognition had become perfectly evident in practice in all spheres of 
policy and literature. The position was in fact thus: 

1) Germany had brought about an understanding with . Poland 
despite the greatest hindrances of an internal, territorial, and eco· 
nomic nature. 
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2) Germany had, of her own free will, limited the strength of her 
fleet to a definite proportion of British naval power.1&a The precon· 
dition for this agreement was, of course, the mutual determination 
never again to make war on the other contracting party. If, there· 
fore, Britain. were to continue to make it plain that in certain cir· 
cumstances she would intervene against Germany, this precondition 
for the Naval Agreement would cease to hold good, and it would 
be more honest for Germany to denounce the agreement. 

On the British Prime Minister's interpolating the question whether 
this denunciation would be contemplated by Germany before any 
possible conflict broke out, or on the actual outbreak of such a con· 
flict, the FUhrer replied that if Britain constantly proclaimed the 
possibility of intervention against Germany, while Germany herself 
had concluded the Naval Agreement with the intention of never again 
going to war with Britain, a one-sided disadvantage for Germany 
was bound to result, and that it would, therefore, be more sincere and 
more honest in such a case to terminate the treaty relationship . 
. 3) Germany had assured the Netherlands and Belgium of treaty 
guarantees and her renunciation of claims for treaty revision. 

4) After the settlement of the Saar question, and without taking 
up the problem of Alsace-Lorraine once more, Germany had declared 
to France that there were now no territorial questions outstanding 
between the two countries. 

Germany, had, nevertheless, ·put forward a general demand in all 
clarity. The 10 million Germans who lived in Austria and Czecho· 
slovakia, and whose earnest desire it was to return to the Reich to 
which they ·had belonged for a thousand years, must be enabled in 
all circumstances to t·eturn to it. In the case of the 7 million Ger· 
mans in the Ostmark this demand had been met. The return to the 
Reich of the 3 million Germans in Czechoslovakia he (the FUhrer) 

. would make possible at all costs. He would face any war, and even 
the risk of a world war, for this. Here the limit had been reached 
where the rest of the world might do what it liked, he would not 
yield one single step. 

Mr. Chamberlain asked in this connection whether the difficulties 
with Czechoslovakia would then be at an end with the return of 3 
million Sudeten Ge.rmans to the Reich. The question was being 
asked in Britain whether this was all that Germany was demanding, 
or whether she was not aiming over and above this at the dismem· 
berment of the Czechoslovak State. 

The FUhrer replied that, apart from the demands of the Sudeten 
Gemums, similar demands would, of course, be made by the Poles, 

... Refers to the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of June 1935. 
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Hungarians, and Ukrainians living in Czechoslovakia, which it would 
be impossible to ignore in the long run, but that he was, of course, 
not their spokesman. 

He then continued his previous argument by pointing out that in 
the case of Austria, Italy had had opposite interests, put she had 
recognized the inevitability of the development and adjusted her 
attitude accordingly. Simultaneously with the .Amch1Juss of Austria 
with Germany he (the FUhrer) had guaranteed the Italo-German 
frontier and likewise the frontier with Yugoslavia and Hungary. 

Thus there remained only one problem outstanding, that of Czecho
slovakia, which he would solve by one means or another. This he 
was absolutely determined to do. He would also choose his own 
time in order to bring about a rapid solution. He was 49 years old, 
and, if Germany were to become involved in a world war over the 
Czechoslovak question,· he wished to lead his country through the 
crisis in the full strength of manhood and not to have to carry out 
this task say, at an advanced age, or even to leave it to a successor. 

The Czechoslovak question would then, of course, be the last major 
problem to be solved. There would indeed still be the Memel ques
tion, but here Germany would be satisfied if Lithuania carried out · 
the Memel Statute strictly. 

Reverting to the Czech question, the FUhrer remarked that he 
would, of course, be sorry. if a world war should result from this 
problem. This danger was, however, incapable of making him falter 
in his determination. He did not wish to postpone the solution of 
this question, but to undertake it himself. 

Finally, Germany would, of course, always continue to press her 
demand for colonies; this was at any rate not a warlike demand. 
However, it would have to be granted one day, and Germany would 
never recede from it. · 

'Vith regard to the Czechs, he was obliged, however, to assert once 
more that he would solve this question by one means or another. He 
did not wish that any doubts should arise as to his absolute determi
nation not to tolerate any longer that a small, second-rate country 
should treat the mighty thousand-year-old German Reich as some
thing inferior. 

With reference to the Fuhrer's remarks on the Anglo-German 
Naval Agreement, the British Prime Minister observed that he could 
quite understand the German attitude up to a certain point. A very 
reasonable agreement on the strength of their respective fleets had 
been concluded at the time, in the belief that there could be no ques
tion of a war between the two countries. If the situation had now 
changed so much that the possibility of a war had to be taken into 
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account, then the foundations upon which the Naval Agreement 
rested had indeed disappeared. Up to this point he was able to 
follow the FUhrer, but he was obliged, however, to add that on the 
German side no proper distinction was made between a threat and 
a warning. After 1914 Britain had been reproached from many 
quarters because she had not made her intentions sufficiently clear. 
The World 'Var might perhaps have been avoided, these critics said, 
if Britain had made her attitude clearer. When two peoples were 
on the point of becoming involved in a conflict with each other, they 
ought therefore to be fully aware beforehand of the consequences of 
su'ch a conflict. Britain had acted on this assumption and had uttered 
no threats but· had only issued a warning. It was now the business 
of the Fuhrer to make his decisions on the basis of these facts, which 
were known to him. Great Britain could not be reproached for 
giving the warning, on the contrary, she could have been criticized 
for failing to do so. 

The Fuhrer replied that he could follow the British Prime Min
ister's line of argument to a certain extent, but he still believed that 
things often reached such a pitch that from a certain moment onward 
not much more could be done to change the unalterable course of 
events. In his opinion a British warning would probably have come 
too late in 1914 as well, since the difficulties had by then reached too 
advanced a stage. 

Reverting to the naval question, the Fiihrer stated that he was 
obliged to adhere to the fundamental view that the basis of. this 
treaty was to be found simply and solely in a kind of obligation for 
both parties not to make war on each other in any circumstances. 
If, therefore, Britain showed from time to time that nevertheless she 
was obliged in certain circumstances to reckon with a conflict with 
Germany, then in this way the logical basis for the Naval Agreement 
was done away with. 'Vhile one party undertook a voluntary limita
tion of its naval strength, the other party left all possibilities open, 
and the disadvantage for the former party made itself strongly felt 
precisely at the time when the warning was given. 

Mr. Chamberlain thanked the FUhrer for his clear and frank ex· 
position of the German attitude. He believed he had rightly under· 
stood the Fuhrer to. say that he had made the demand for the return 
of 10 million Germans to the German Reich for racial reasons. Seven 
million Germans had returned to the Reich through the incorpora· 
tion of Austria. Three million Sudeten Germans must in any circum· 
stances be restored to the Reich. But the Fiihrer had given the 
assurance that thereafter no territorial demands could exist any 
longer in other regions, which might give rise to conflicts between 
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Germany and other countries. He (the British Prime Minister) had 
also understood the Fiihrer to say that he was prepared even to run 
the risk of a world war in order to secure the return of these 3' million 
Germans to the Reich. At the moment he did not wish to make any 
further observation on this than that it ought to be possible for the 
FUhrer and himself to prevent a world war on account of these 3 
million Sudeten Germans. 

He had, furthermore, understood the FUhrer to say that Czechoslo
vakia could not continue to exist as a sort of Spearpoint aimed at 
Germany's flank. If the Sudeten Germans were once restored to the 
German Reich, would the part of Czechoslovakia still remaining also 
be regarded as a dangerous Spearpoint in Germany's flank! 

The FUhrer replied that this would be the case as long as the 
Czechoslovak State had alliances with other countries, which made 
it a menace to Germany. Moreover, Czechoslovakia had hitherto · 
been a source of great expense to Germany, since she had made it 
necessary for her to make her Air Force twice as strong as she had 
originally intended. 

The British Prime Minister asked whether German misgivings 
regarding this role of Czechoslovakia's would be overcome if one sue

# ceeded in changing the relations between this country and Russia 
in such a way that, on the one hand, Czechoslovakia would be re
leased from her obligations toward Russia in the event of an attack 
on that country and, on the other hand, she (Czechoslovakia), like 
Belgium, would be deprived of the possibility of assistance from 
Russia or another country. 

The British Prime Minister referred to the fact that Great Britain . 
was not. interested in the Sudeten German question as such. It was 
an affair between the Germans (or Sudeten Germans) and the Czechs. 
Great Britain was only interested in the maintenance of peace. · 

To this the FUhrer replied that peace had already ceased to exist 
in Czechoslovakia. For whole decades the German population had 
been oppressed there, and, with the growth of the prestige and power 
of the German Reich, they gradually began to rebel _against this 
oppression. The violent measures adopted by Czechoslovakia, the 
shooting of Sudeten Germans, and the Czech attitude, which .was 
assuming more menacing forms from day to day, was definitely not 
calculated to solve the difficulties; on the contrary, hatred would only 
increase all the more. 

The British Prime Minister went on to say that as a practical man 
he had set himself the question as to how an eventual decision regard
ing the inclusion of the Sudeten Germans in the Reich was to be 
carried out in practice. For the Sudeten Germans did not live in a 
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compact area but were fairly scattered, and even if those areas were 
· allotted to Germany in which 80 percent of the total population was 

German, there would always remain quite a number of inhabitants 
of German descent in the remaining part of the Czechoslovak State. 
It was, therefore, not only a question of a new delimitation of fron
tiers but also, if that were the case, of a transfer of certain sections 
of the population. 

The Fiihrer replied that, in his opinion, of course only the Sudeten 
German region as a whole could be taken into consideration, and 
that in every place where there was a majority for Germany, the 
territory in question would have to go to Germany. In this connec
tion there would have to be an exchange of minorities after that, and 
in particular with due regard also to the German language enclaves 
in Czech territory. 

He (the Fiihrer) was, however, afraid that all these discussions 
were of a purely theoretical nature, since the march of events was 
continuing at a rapid pace. Whole villages in the Sudeten German 
region had been evacuated by their inhabitants, 10 thousand refugees 
were already on German soil, places had been attacked with gas, the 
number of dead already amounted to 300. It was clear that he (the 
Fiihrer) could not tolerate these proceedings any longer. He had 
made his intentions plain at Nuremberg, and it was a mistake to 
assume that these had been merely empty phrases. He could in no 
circumstances tolerate this persecution of Germans, and he was firmly 
resolved to act quickly. 

The British Prime :Minister then proposed to address a joint appeal 
to both parties in Czechoslovakia, so as to provide the opportunity 
for mutual discussions to be carried out in a calmer atmosphere. It 

- was clear that, if the information received by the Fiihrer was correct, 
conditions in the Sudeten German region were almost untenable. 
However, experience often showed that reports which first seemed 
grave proved on closer examination to be less serious. 
_ The Fiihrer then replied that he could not possibly address an 
appeal of this kind to the Sudeten German population. He could 
not be expected to give the victims of :Czechoslovak persecution 
admonitions as well. One should also take into consideration the 
fact that the nervous tension among the inhabitants of the frontier 
regions had so increased as to be almost unbearable. From German 
territory there could be heard the sound of artillery fire directed 
against defenseless Sudeten German villages, and at the same time 
whole divisions were concentrated on the German side and the air 
force units stood in readiness, and it constituted an immense degree 
of nervous tension, if, in face of all these preparations, Germany 
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was obliged to look on while old Ge-J•man towns, such as Eger, were 
attacked by the Czechs. 

In addition, one should also take the fo11owing facts into con
sideration: 

Germany had indeed once, in 1918, failed in her duty. However, 
in the course of her two thousand years of history· she had always 
borne herself bravely and heroically. And if the British were just, 
they would be obliged to admit that this had also been the case 
durin'g the last great war. Now the Germans regarded the Czechs as 
being cruel and cowards at heart, and it was, therefore, not difficult 
to imagine the feelings of the German population when they saw 
how their own countrymen were being oppressed by this inferior 
people. If he (the British Prime Minister) would only imagine 
Britain's being enslaved by an inferior people, then his blood would 
surely boil just like that of the Germans in the case of Czechoslo
vakia. 

After the FUhrer had once more emphatically rejected the idea of 
an appeal to the two parties, the British Prime Minister stated that 
he would now drop this propos<l.l, but he was obliged to ask himself 
why the FUhrer had let him come to Germany when he (the FUhrer) 
was apparently firmly resolved to proceed in a quite definite direction 
and not to consider the idea of an armistice. 

The FUhrer replied that he thought it necessary today or tomorrow 
to go into the question whether perhaps a peaceful settlement of the 
question was still possible after all. He was obliged, however, to 
emphasize once more that he was firmly determined in any circum
stances to decide this question in one way or another within the 
shortest possible time. 

Moreover, he pointed out that Czechoslovakia had made use of 
the British Prime Minister's journey to order mobilization and call 
up ten age groups. ' 

The British Prime Minister emphasized afresh that when it was 
a matter of saving human lives all chances must be explored to the 
very last. He was, therefore, repeating his proposal to bring about 
a kind of armistice and added that he was prepared to agree to a 
breathing space of this kind of limited duration. • 

The FUhrer replied that an immediate pacification of the Sudeten 
region could be achieved if the Czech State police were withdrawn 
and confined to barracks. Furthermore, it seemed to him important 
-and this in answer to the question as to the further course of the 
conversations-what attitude Britain was adopting with regard to 
the Sudeten region. Would Britain agree to the secession of these 
areas and o.n alteration in the present constitution of Czechoslovakia, 

'l97SU--4._,1, U-611 
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or would she not! If Britain could assent to a separation of this 
kind, and this could he announced to the world as a fundamental 
decision of principle,' the~, no doubt, it. would be possible by this 
means to bring ahout a hu~e degree of pacification in the regions in 
question. It Wits, therefore, a matter of knowing whether Britain 
was now prepared to assent to the detachment of the Sudeten German 
districts on the basis of the right of national self-determination, and 
in this connection he (the Fi,ihrer) was ohli~ed to obser,·e that this 
ri~ht of self-determination had not just been invented by him in 
19ilR specially for the Cze<·hol'llO\·nk qneRtion, hut that it had already 
h1~.t>n brought into being in 1918 in or·der to create a moml basis fot• 
the changes made under the Treaty of Yersailles. The conversations 
t~ould continue on these lines, hut. the British Prime 1\linister must 
first of all state whether he could accept this basis or not, namely, 
the secession of the Sudeten German riC'gion by virtue of the right rof 
self-determination. · 

The British Prime Minister expressed his satisfaction that. they 
·had now got down to the crux of the matter at last. He was not in a 
position to make categorical statements for the whole of the British 
Government. Besides, ·he was obliged, of course, to consult France 
and IJOrd Runciman also. Rut he could give it as his own personal 
view that, now that he had heard the FUhrer's motives and now that 
he saw the whole situation ip. a. clearer light, he was prepared to 
ascert1\in whether his personal opinion was also shared by his col
leagues in the Cabinet. He could state personally that he recognized 
the principle of the detachment of the Sudeten areas. The difficulty 
seemed to him to lie in the implementation of this principle in actual 
practice. In these circumstances he wished to return to England in 
order to report to the Government and secure their approval of his 
personal attitude. At the same time he was proposing that on both 
sides they should he perfectly clear in their own minds about the 
practical methods of implementing this principle, for it involved the 
solution of a whole series of problems of organization and admini
stration. 

The Fuhrer stated that he would gladly spare the Hl'it iHh Prinw 
Minister a second journey to Germany, for he was much ymtJ•'tPI' 

and could undertake journeys of this kind, hut he was afraid that, 
if he were to come to England, anti-German demonstrations would 
complicate rather than simplify the situation. But, in order to 
shorten the Prime Minister's journey somewhat, he was proposing for 
their next meeting the Lower Rhine district, Cologne or Godesberg. 

The British Prime Minister then asked the Fi.ihrer what would 
happen in the meantime, and whether it would not be possible to 
ensure that the situation did not deteriorate any further. 
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The FUhrer replied that the danger of such a deterioration in the 
situation of course existed, with the result that the mighty military 
machine which Germany had built up would have to be set in motion. 
But once this machine was in motion it would no longer be possible 
to stop it. If major incidents, cases of frontier violation and the like, 
were to occur, the danger would be increased to the utmost limits. 

But even at the risk of this being interpreted as weakness, as per
haps the British press would interpret it, he was prepared to give an 
as::;urance that, if at all possible, he would not give the order to set 
the military machine in motion during the next few days, unless a 
tompletely impossible situation should arise. In that case, of course, 
all further discussions would be useiess. 

It was plain that everyone in Germany would be pleased if the 
afore-mentioned inevitable and essenthtl result of the inclusion of the 
Sudeten Germans in the Reich could be achieved by peaceful means. 
He (the FUhrer) would be particularly glad if ·in connection with 
this an improvement in Anglo-German relations could be brought 
about. The attitude of Britain and France had been incomprehen
sible to him. While Britain had given the Irish their freedom with
out a war, and while the French had allowed the Saar to be returned 
to Germany, despite perhaps definite misgivings from the economic 
and military point of view, both countries were resolved on a warlike 
conflict in a matter in which they actually had absolutely no direct , 
interest. France-had permitted the plebiscite to be held in the Saar 
Territory, but if a plebiscite were to be held in the Sudeten region, 
she was then ready to go to war with Germany, a war which would 
naturally be a matter of life and death. That sort of attitude was 
completely iucomprehensible to him. 

The British Prime Minister declared that Britain had for her part 
never adopted an attitude of this kind; she had only striven fm; a 
just and peaceful solution. She was prepared to acknowle"dge certain 
principles, and was only concerned with the implementing of these 
principles in actual practice. He was asking the FUhrer once more 
how order could be maintained in the political situation during the 
few days necessary for the deliberations of the British Cabinet. 

The FUhrer replied that the British Government ought really to 
induce Czechoslovakia to halt her mobilization measures. These 
measures might easily lead to another May 21, and in that case a 
very grave situation would certainly arise. · ~ 

The British Prime Minister replied that he understood from the 
FUhrer's words that both he and the FUhrer wished to do everything 
in their power in order to keep the political situation as calm as pos
sible during the days in question. ThA FUhrer had declared to him 
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that he could do little in the actual situation. He hoped, neverthe· 
less, that he would do what lay in his power in order to keep develop· 
ments in peaceful channels, and he could say, on his part, that he 
himself would make every possible effort in that direction. 

The FUhrer declared that he would also do everything; nevertheless, 
he could not issue a public proclamation. 

After an observation by the Fiihrer on the value of German friend
ship, the Prime Minister stated in conclusion that Britain was not so 
much concerned about the advantages accruing to her from friend
ship with Germany, but that she rather yielded to a natural tendency 
on the part of the British toward friendship with Germany. 

Finally, the following brief press communique on the conversation 
was agreed upon: 

"The Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor had a conversation with Mr. 
Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, on the Obersalzberg today, 
during the course of which there was a comprehensive and frank ex
change of views on the present situation. The British Prime Min
ister is returning to England tomorrow to confer with the British 
-Cabinet. In a few days a new conversation will take place." 

Submitted herewith to the Fiihrer in accordance with instructions. 
SCIDDDTll 

Counselor of Legation 
BEBCHTESGADEN, September 15, 1938. 

No. 488 
139/126061. 126029 . 

The Under State Secretary (Woermann) to the State Secretary 
(W eizsiicker }l'l 

BERLIN, September 15, 1938. 

The article by Mussolini in the Popolo d'ltalia, which I herewith 
enclose, clearly contains a hint to us, especially in the sentence which 
I have underlined in blue; 18 Mussolini even makes himself the 
FUhrer's spokesman. 

I certainly do not think that any answer is necessary. If this 
should be done in Berlin or Rome we should certainly receive in
structions. 

WoERlU.NN 

[Note in Woermann's handwriting:] The press has been instructed 
from higher quarters to give prominence to the article. 

• Counselor of Uga.tion Dr. Paul Otto Schmidt, official Interpreter of tbe For
eign lliD.l.strJ and personal interpreter to IDtler. 

11 Longband note: "Notbing is to be done about tbis. Ba[ucXTVIID)" 
• The version attached to tbe doctUilent Is a reproduction ot tbe letter in tbe 

German press. 
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[Enclosure] 

Article From "Deutache Allgemeine Zeitung" of September 15, 1938 
(No. MS) 

MussoLI.NI's "LETrER TO RUNcnt:AN" 

Published in the Popolo d'/talia----Plebiscite demanded 

D.N.B., Mn.AN, September 15, 1938. 
Under the title "Letter to Runciman" :Mussolini has published the 

following article in the Popolo d'ltalia :-

"When you left London for Prague a few weeks ago the world was 
not clear why you had gone, in what capacity, and with what respon
sibilities. Was your mission· official¥ Was it unofficial¥ All this 
remained wrapped in a kind of London fog. Was your task solely 
one of mediatiOn, or were you to appear at a certain moment as an 
arbitratorl Anyway, you reached Prague with a staff of colleagues 
and the attention of the whole world was concentrated upon you. 

Everyone had to admire your zeal in going to so much trouble. In 
these few WtJks you must have read dozens of memoranda and hun
dreds of letters, you must have received dozens of people and had. 
discussions with leaders of all nationality groups, because there is 
not only a Sudeten German problem, there is also a Hun~arian, a 
Polish, and a Slovak problem; as many problems as the nationalities 
with which Benes' republic was 'inflated' at Versailles. 

I believe that in your heo,rt you have already reached t.his con
clusion: just as there is no Czechoslovak nation, neither is there a 
Czechoslovak State.. You, Mr. Runciman, have not come upon a 
family where a minimum of affection and understanding prevails as 
it does amongst persons of the same blood. No, the 'component parts' 
of the Czechoslovak family are of different races and cannot tolerate 
one another. They are ammated not by a centripetal but a centrifu
gal force. Constraint alone holds them together. If that constraint 
ceased to exist the phenomenon of Czechoslovak disruption w_ould 
be inevitable and irresistible. . 

Versailles should have created a Bohemia-historical designation 
with a purely Czechoslovak population. However, Versailles wanted 
to evolve a Czechoslovak State-an entity which never existed-and 
brought into being an artificial State, which bore within itself the 
elements of weakness and dissolution from its birth. 

I believe, M:r. Runciman, that you have found the situation in the 
condition which I have described, and perhaps you asked yourself 
what was left for you to do. (In fact there was talk of your return
ing to London.) But no. After Hitler's speech you were in a fine 
position, Mr. Runciman. You could do and accomplish something 
which would go down to history. The time for compromise is past. 
Karlsbad has been outstripped. Bene8, as an old· parliamentarian, 
has lost the race. You, Mr. Runciman, ought simply to propose a 
plebiscite to Benes, not only for the Sudeten Germans but for all the 
nationalities who ask for it. 
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Will Bene.S refuse the plebiscite! If so, you could give him to 
understand that Great Britain will think twice before plunging into 
war in order to preserve a State which is fictitious and monstrous 
even in its geographical shape, a State which has so often been 
described as a crocodile State or a sausage State. If London says it 
will not move, nobody else will move, in spite of all the machinations 
of the great .Masonic powers of the Grand Orient. The game is really 
not worth the candle. If Hitler proposed to annex 3% million 
Czechs, Europe would have reason to be alarmed and to make a move. 
But Hitler has no intention of doing this. The writer of this letter 
is in a position to tell you-confidentially-that if 3% million Czechs 
were offered to him as a present Hitler- would politely, but firmly, 
decline to accept them. 

The FUhrer IS concerned and anxious about 3% million Germans 
and about them only. No one can deny him that right; no one can 
oppose the fulfillment of such a duty, least of all we Italians, who 
have precedents of the same kind. 

Courage, 1\lr. Runciman. Propose the plebiscite-or rather plebis
cites. It is a fine and delieate task. There are compact zones where 
the plebiscite will mean annexation, pure and simple, to the sister 
nations. On the other hand there are zones where the races are 
terribly intermingled and where a clean cut is impossible. Here a 
regime of so-called equalized cantons or something like it could be 
applied, which, among other things, would be in the democratic 
tradition. 

After the plebiscite zones had been fixe~!, the only things to be 
determined would be the date, the procedure, and the control, which 
could be an international one, such as was the case at the Saar 
plebiscite and which yielded such satisfactory results. 

I have an idea, .Mr. Runciman, that this letter will interest you. 
When the affair is settled it will mean a further simple alteration to 
the map of Europe and the removal of a seat of disorder and unrest. 
Should Prague be 'deflated' in a peaceful manner, it would be 
stronger and safer and could pursue its way unmolested, relieved of 
the dead weight of hostile nationalities. 

While at pre8ent it is a practical impossibility for Italy to pursue 
a friendly policy toward the Czechoslovakia of today, she could do 
this with the Bohemia of tomorrow. In this way the new political 
territorial position would bring about a new settlement and create 
new possibilities and, above everything else, Europe would be spared 
another war . 

.Millions of people are of the opinion that this is an absolute 
necessity. 

Frontiers drawn in ink can also be altered in ink. 
It is another matter if the frontiers have been shaped by the hanJ 

of G6d or made by the sacrifice of human lives." 
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No. 489 
139/126006 

Letter From the Leader of the Sudeten German Party (Henlein) to 
the Fuhrer 19 ' 

[c. SEPTEMBER 15, 1938.] 

1\I Y FuHRER: I informed the British delegation yesterday that the 
basis for further negotiations could no longer be the eight Karlsbad 
points, but only the achievement of a union with the Reich. 

It is probable that Chamberlain will propose such· a union. 
In the event of ita. being approved by you, my FUhrer, as a. short~ 

term solution by stages, permit me to submit two proposals: 

1) No plebiscite, but immediate cession of regions with more than 
50 percent German population (demand 1918 figures). 

2) Occupation of this region within 24 hours (48) by German 
troops (reason: to put an end to further murders resulting from 
Czech fanaticism). 

Enclosed is the draft of a proclamation.2o 
Heil my FUhrer! 

Faithfully yours, KoNRAD HENLEIN 
[Penciled note:] Letter to the FUhrer accompanying proclamation •. 

No. 490 
337/197179/1-2 

Special Announcement of the GermanN ews Agency 

No. 255, Pages 29-30 BERLIN, September 15, 1938. 
(89 F) 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT . 
PROCLA:rtiA'l'ION BY KoNRAD HENLEIN TO THE SUDETEN GERMANS AND 

THE '\VHoi,E WoRLD 

D.N.B. Eger. September 15. Konrad Henlein, the leadE:'r of the 
Sudeten German Party, issues the following proclamation to the 
Sudeten Germans, the German people, and the whole world: 

Fellow Countrymen! 
As the bearer of your confidence and aware of my responsibility, 

I hereby declare before the whole world that by the employment of 
nutchine guns, armored cars, and tanks against the defenseless 
Sudeten Germans, the Czech people's system of oppression has 
reached a climax. By this the Czech people have made it obvious 

"This Is a copy of the original, but is initialed by Weizsiicker and dated the 16th. 
•The D.N.H. report of the proclamation (document No. 490, intra) is dated 

September 15, 1938: this letter and the draft proclamation (not pr·inted here) 
are uoduted but must be September 15, or earlier. 
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to the whole world that it is .finally impossible to live together with 
them in one State. Experience gained during 20 years of domination 
by force, and especially the heavy sacrifices of human life during the 
last few days, compel me to declare the following: 

1) In 1919 we were forced into the Czech State against our will 
by the withholding of our right to self-determination, which had 
been solemnly promised to. us. 

2) Without ever renouncing our right to self-determination we 
have attempted, at the greatest sacrifice, to do everything possible 
to safeguard qur existence within the Czech State. 

All attempts to persuade the Czech people and their responsible 
representatives to accept an honorable and just settlement have been 
wrecked by their implae~tble determination to destroy us. 

In this hour of Sudeten German misery I come before you, the 
German people, and the whole civilized world, and declare that:-

1Ve wish to live as free Germans! We want peace and work again 
in our homeland! We want to return to the Reichl 

God be with us and our righteous struggle! 

KONRAD HENLEIN 

No. 491 
337/197170 

The German lffinister in Czechoslovakia ( Eisenlohr) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 367 of September 15 PRAGUE, September 15, 1938-2:53 p.m. 
Received September 15, 1938-4:50 p.m. 

. Deputy Kundt, in the exercise of his duty as president of the 
Sudeten German Parliamentary Club, and to give support to the 
Sudeten Germans remaining here, has returned to Prague on his own 
initiative and is keeping in touch with the Legation. However, the 
situation is such that even Kundt's possibilities of obtaining informa
tion about measures and decisions taken by Party leaders at Eger 
are strictly limited. 

Yesterday, Kundt had a private talk with Lord Runciman, whom 
he requested to use his influence with the Czechoslovak Government 
to secm;e protection for those Sudeten Germans who were living as 
individuals, or as a· small minority, within Czech territory. Kundt 
pointed out to Runciman that, regardless of how the situation devel
oped, the Czechs would only serve their own interests. As repre
sentative of the Sudeten Gern1an Party he put himself at the disposal 
of the Government for direct discussions on all these matters, and 
would be glad if he be specially confirmed in this capacity vis-a-vis 
Hodza with the authority of Runciman. Kundt asked Runciman to 
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inform the British Government that in his (Kandt's) opiniop, plebis
cite was only thing possible at present. His Lordship promised to 
transmit this to London. 

Lord Runciman declared himself willing in principle to undertake 
this mission, which he described as e~tremely difficult. 

EIBENLOHK 

No. 492 
139/1260~9 

The German .MiniBter in Yugoslavia (Heeren) to the German 
Foreign M iniBtry 

Telegram 

No. 97 of September 15 BELGRADE, September 15, 1938-7:30 p1m. 
Received September 15, 1938-10 p.m. 

Stoyadinovich, whom I visited today in connec~ion with another 
matter, expressed his opinion of the German-Czech crisis to the effect 
that a satisfactory solution now only appeared to him possible if it 
were based on the lines indicated in the FUhrer's speech, namely, 
granting full right of self-determination to Sudeten Germans. Yugo
slavia was completely calm. His attitude, as Prime Minister, toward 
the . Sudeten German question was the same as it had been toward 
the Austrian question (an internal affair of the German people). 

Prime Minister stated that he had discussed the same question 
yesterday with Bastide, former French Minister of Commerce. 
Bastide had said that France had committed a fatal error in not 
making the Austrian question the occasion for coming to an under
standing with Germany about the limitation of German political 
aims. Bastide hoped that this would be rectified now in the Sudeten 
German question. 

Stoyadinovich considers chief difficulty of position to be Franco
British suspicion of possible extension of political aims of a Ger
many steadily becoming stronger. He, Stoyadinovich, had already 
expressed his conviction to Chamberlain during his visit to London, 
that FUhrer's wish for understanding with Great Britain was earnest 
and absolutely sincere. The Prince Regent also had always prea'ched 
the same doctrine in London. 

HEEREN 
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No. 493 
28/19053 

Circular 1'ekgram From the German Foreign Ministry to Gennan 
Missi01Ul Abroad2t 

[BERLIN,] September 15, 1938-9:40 p.m. 
No. 222 of September 15 Received [Prague,] September 15, 1938. 

For Head of !\fission or deputy personally. 
In order to be able to supply authorities abroad with money shortly 

before the commencement and in the course of a war, if direct trans
fers are not possible, I request you to ascertain whether trustworthy 
firms ()r individuals are available in your capital, who are ready and 
in a position to receive large payments and transmit them quickly 
and unobtrusively to the authorities abroad. 

In order not to arouse attention, only such agents can be consid
ered who are in normal circumstances in the habit of receiving large 
payments from abroad and of making them. 
· I request you to forward in cipher and by the speediest means, 
addresses of such .organizations, amounts they could handle, and the 
senders who are to ~erve as cover for the transfers, together with any 
other necessary details. 

No. 494 
139/126056-57 

The Ge1'11UJ:n Ambas1:1ador in Italy ( Mackemen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 240 of September 15 RoME, September 15, 1938-11:50 p.m. 
Received September 16, 1938-3 :20 a.m. 

Count Ciano, whom I visited today for the first time since my 
return, started conversation with emphatic statement that Italy 
would remain at our side regardless of how the situation developed. 
Referred to Duce's open letter to Runciman,22• which gave Mussolini's 
views in clearest form, and proposed a solution to question of future 
form ·of present Czech State which could well serve as a basis. 
Czechoslovakia moreover heading toward civil war, even if we do 
not wish to describe the present state of affairs as such. Information 

•The copy bears the initial of the Counselor of Legation in Prague (Beneke) 
but must have been sent to other Missions at the same time. ~ 

• Head of the Personnel and Estimates Department of the Foreign Ministry. 
:aa See document No. 488, p. 798. 
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given him by Alfieri 23 on telephone during our talk, to effect that 
Czechoslovak Cabinet was in permanent session and had just passed 
decree dissolving Sudeten German Party, signified that Sudeten 
German Party declared illegal and would be accompanied by direst 
consequences. Under these circumstances he wondered whether visit 
of Chamberlain, who in any case would not be able to act imme
diately, had not come too late. On the other hand, we could not be 
expected, as I had confirmed to him, to tolerate any longer-especially 
since the FUhrer's speech-the Czech terror which was hourly costing 
dozens of Sudeten· Germans their lives. Chamberlain's personal 
courage in the face of public opinion in his own country must doubt
less be acknowledged, but at the same time his journey to Obersalz
berg was a sign of the internal weakness of the British Empire. which 
he described as being hollow within and past its prime. In his 
opinion France would make no move; if she did "so much the' better." 
Our information to the effect that French Military Attache stated 
France would reply to certain German military measures on our 
western frontier with similar measures on her eastern frontier was 
correct. However, he did not take this seriously, even though he 
had in the meantime received additional reports on such measures, 
albeit of a very restricted nature, taking place on the Italian fron
tier. Italy was so strong on her Alpine border that she could only 
hope that the French would attempt a thrust there. 

As regards Yugoslavia, the Minister had told him a few days ago, 
on instructions from Stoyadinovich, that Yugoslavia would follow 
Italy's lead, and had made one stipulation only, namely, Hungary 
must not attack Czechoslovakia. But-and this seems. to exceed 
Stoyadinovich's previous statements-exception to be made in the case 
of Hungary only temporarily joining in a possible German action 
against Czechoslovakia. He, Cianot had informed Budapest ac
cordingly. 

Italian Ambassador in Ankara had recently reported that he had 
the impression that Turkey and Greece would not intervene if Yugo
slavia remained neutral. 

Ciano repeatedly stressed the fact that Italy was anticipating ~ny 
development with complete calm and composure, and asked us again 
to do everything to come to an agreement with Mussolini as soon 
as possible, so as to enable the latter to act accordingly. I answered 
him that in this connection he had recently had from us assurances 
of our ~ood will toward such an understandin~, which, however, might 
in certain circumstances be limited by the tempo of developments. 

MACKEN SEN 

11 1\finil'ltE'r of Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE SEPTEMBER CRISIS; GODESBERG 
(SEPTEMBER 16-23) 

No. 495 · 
139/126083 

Minute by tluJ Under State .Secretary (Woermann) 

BERLIN, September 16, 1938. 
The Italian Ambassador24 telephoned me today at 10 :45 a.m. and 

gave me the following information: 
Mussolini wishes to make an important speech on Sunday, Septem· 

ber 19, at Trieste, and to deal in particular with the Czechoslovak 
question. He wishes to do this in full agreement with Ge~any. 
Mussolini does not wish only to sketch in the general outline, but to 
go into detail as well. For the most part he wishes to adhere in it 
to the line of argument in his article in the Popolo a' I talia.2u He has 
instructed the Ambassador to. convey immediately his wish to the 
FUhrer in the form of a special message, with the request to be in
formed as far as possible about the general lines and details. Musso-
lini is considering proposing, among other things, a plebiscite similar 
to that in the Saar, in which Italy would be allotted a similar role to 
that in the Saar plebiscite. He would be particularly grateful if he 
could receive a reply to this in the course of today, through the 
Italian Ambassador in Berlin. 

This communication was telephoned through to Herr Briickelmeier 
at Berchtesgaden at 11:45 a.m. today, with the request that the Reich 
Minister should be informed without delay at J.Iunich airport or 
elsewhere, and his instructions sought. 

WoERllA.NN 

11 Dr. Bernardo Attollco . 
..,. See document No. 488, p. 198. 

-806 
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No. 496 
330/195811-12 

Memorandu11i for the Under State Secretary (1Voermann) 
i 

Regierung~Srat w· etz of the Gestapo Office rang up at 4 p.m. and 
informed me that the arrest of the 150 Czechoslovak nationals was 
completed. He requested information as to whether the Czechoslo- · 
vak Government had already been notified that, in the event of 
Sudeten Germans who had been sentenced under martial law being 
executed in Czechoslovakia, a corresponding number of persons held 
in custody here would be shot each time. Herr Wetz asked whether 
the carrying out of death sentences had already been reported from 
Czechoslovakia and requested that the matter should be speeded up 
so that, if that should be the case, a start 'might be made at once 
in carrying out the measures threatened. Moreover, there were 
already a number of inquiries from the Czechoslovak diplomatic 
and consular authorities here to hand, which dealt with today's 
arrests. He was still undecided how these inquiries should be 
answered. 

Herr Wetz was informed that the Czechoslovak Government had 
not been notified so far. The affair was at present being dealt with 
by the Reich Minister, who had not issued any further instructions 
so far. I told Herr Wetz, furthermore, that the opinion of the 
Foreign Ministry would be communicated to him. . 

Submitted herewith to the Under State Secretary. 
VON STECHOW 25 

BERLIN, September 16, 1938. 

No. 497 
139/126076-77 

1'he Gerrnan Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign },f inistry 

Telegram 

No. 373 of September 16 PRAGUE, September 16, 1938-6:10 p.m. 
Received September 16, 1938-9:40 p.m. 

With reference to my report of August 6, A. III. 2. h.26 

1) Kundt yesterday had conversation with French Professor 
Brunet, who told him he had been sent as a private observer to 
Czechoslovakia on instructions from Daladier and Bonnet. Paris 
had not received a sufficiently clear picture of Runciman's activities, 

• Official of l'olitlcal Division IV. 
• Document No. 340, p. 539. 
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and had therefore appointed its own souiTe of information, particu
larly as de LacroiJ, the :Minister, appeared to be following com
pletely in the wake of Czechoslovakia. 

Kundt believes he convinced Brunet by his explanntions that im
mediate plebiscite, aiming at union of Sudeten German territory 
with Reich, is only method still practicable of maintaining peace. 
Brunet still intended yesterday to report to Daladier to this effect. 
Moreover, Kundt also appealed to Brunet to use his influence in Paris 
to this end, so that Sudeten Germans in Czech region would be pro
tected against violence of the Czechs. 

2) Lord Runciman, before his journey bark to London, called 
Kundt to him, to take leave of him and thank him for his sympa
thetic cooperation. Kundt had impression that Runciman and 
Ashton-Gwatkin would not return to Prague. The remaining mem
bers of the Mission ••• (group mutilated) Henderson, ~topford, 
and Stevens, stated they wished to remain in Prn#!ue until the second 
)fiihrer-Chamberlain discussion; they placed themselves nt Kundt's 
disposal for further inquiries at any time. ( •.• two groups muti
lated) had impression that British took a pessimistic view of Berch
tesgaden discussion. 

3) No news so far of fresh incidents. According to information 
from Sudeten German Party deputies remaining in Prague, who are 
in touch by telephone with various places in the provinces, it appears 
that calm prevails at the moment. Appeal by various Gernmn 
mayors to population to keep the peace was obeyed. 

Reports of unrest in Prague not in accordance with facts. 
4:) Martial law extended to sixteen districts. 

No. 498 
28/19043 

HENUK.E 

1'/~,e (Jerman Foreign Minbstry to the German Legation 
in CzechoBlovakia21 

[Telegram] 

[BERLIN,] September 16, 1938-6 :45 p.m. 
URGENT Received [Prague,] September 16, 1938. 
No. 232 of September 16 

One hundred and fifty Czechoslovak citizens of Czech descent 
were arrested in Germany last night. This measure is a reply to 
the arrest of Sudeten Germans since the Fiihrer·s speech on Septem-

• Nuremberg document 2855-PS. Tbis copy comes from the Prague Legatiou 
tiles and bears the initial of the Charge d'Affaires (Hencke). 
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bPI' 12. Please fl"certain, if possible by return, number of Sudeten 
tiermnns arrested as far as possible. Number of persons arrested 
in Czechoslovakia provisionally estimated at 400 by Gestapo. Re-
port by telegraph. ' 

'VOERMANN 

(Marginal note dated September 17, initial indecipherable:] lm· 
possible for me to a~rertain facts, as already reported to Charge 
d' Aft'aires. 

No. 499 
139/126079 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) and the Military 
Attache of the Germap, Embassy in France (Kuhlenthal) to the 
German Foreign Ministry and War Ministry 

Telegram · 

n:RY URGENT PARIS, September 16; 1938. 
No. 464 of September 16 Received September 16, 1938-10:15 p.m. 
To: 1. War Ministry, General Staff Section 3. 

2. Foreign Ministry. 
Italian Military .A.ttache28 has given me the following information 

today : He had in recent days frequently spoken with French General 
Staff officers both of high and low rank in the War Ministry on 
official matters. He had gained impression that in the General Staff 
they desirrd a peaceful solution, and that they would also become 
r·econciled to the peaceful incorporation of the Sudeten German 
districts, but that on the outbreak of warlike complications between 
Germany and Czechoslovakia France would intervene under all cir
cumstances. He had heard several General Staff officers from dif
ferent bureaus express the view that· war between France and Ger
many would have to come sometime, and that this would be better 
under present circumstances than later on. He further described 
the prevailing mood in the General Staff as completely calm and 
firm. From other information he assumed that with the present 
call-up a fraction of each of the three age groups of the disponibilite 
(strength unknown) had been called up; that a further fraction of -
the three age groups had received orders to hold themselves in readi· 
ness, while the remaining fraction had not yet received their papers. 
On the basis of reinforcements in frontier army districts, the reten
tion of the older active age group, which he already regards as the 
whole annual class [Annuitiit], and also the increased rall-np of 

• General Count S. Visconti Prasca. 
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reservists, he estimates the prese~t strength of die French Army at 
about 800,000 men. Furthermore, he estimates the number of African 
natives on paid employment in France to be so high that four new 
African divisions could be form~d from them. 

No. 500 
1613/387059-60 

KuuLENTHAi. 
BrtiUE.R 

Circular Telegram From the German Foreign Ministry to German 
Mission8 Abroad 

URGENT BERJ.IN, September 16, 1938. 
(Pol. I 2143 g) 

To all European }fissions 
also to the German Emb:1ssy 

in Ankara 
Tokyo 
Rio de Janeiro 
Buenos Aires 
Santiago 
Washington 

and the German Legation 
in.Cairo 

Montevideo 
LaPaz 
Lima 
Quito 
Bogota 
Guatemala 
Mexico 
Havana 
Pretoria 

and the German Consulate in Geneva 

To Head ·of Mission for personal information. 
FUhrer told Chamberlain yesterday, in conversation at Obersalz

berg, he was firmly resolved to put an end in one way or another 
to the intolerable conditions in Sudetenland within a very short time. 
Autonomy for Sudeten Germans is no longer being considered, but 
only cession of the "region to Germany. Methods of doing this are 
still-to be arranged. Chamberlain has indicated personal approval. 
He is now· consulting British Cabinet and is in communication with 
Paris. Further meeting between FUhrer and Chamberlain planned 

. for very near future. FUhrer does not wish expected leakages about 
the conference to originate on German side. 
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Postscript for Rome: Attolico has been notified. Suggest Italian 
Government should also be informed by you. 

Postscript for Warsaw: Lipski will be notified today. Please in
form Beck confidentially immediately. Notice that Lipski yesterday 
announced urgent claim to extension of any plebiscite to Teschen 
area.29 Have taken note of this purely as information, also referred 
him to London. 

Postscript for Budapest: Please inform Kanya confidentially. 
Hungarian :Minister will be similarly instructed here. Latter ha.c; 
made known here wish of his Government for equality of treatment 
for Hungarian minority. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 501 
1613/387070 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Poland (WuldiBch) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT 'V ARSAW, September 16, 1938. 
No. 59 of September 16 Received September 17, 1938-12:45 a.m. 

(Pol. I 2154 g) 
Reference telegram No. 162 (Pol. I 2143 g) of September 16.30 

Acting on instructions have today communicated confidential in
formation to Foreign :Minister Beck. :M. Beck thanked me for in-
formation, which was of greatest importance for Polish Government. 
At same time he asked me to communicate the following confiden
tially to the German Government: 

In reply to inquiries by the British and French Governments about 
Polish attitude, he had stated, in agreement with Cabinet, tlutt all 
solutions by compromise to the Czechoslovak problem so far con
sidered were now out of date, and that, in Polish opinion,· a settle
ment could only be reached on the basis of the right to self-determi
nation. If it should come to a plebiscite in the minority regions of 
Czechoslovakia, Poland would also expect that due consideration 
should be given to Polish minorities. The Polish Alnbassadors in 
London, Paris, Rome, and Bucharest, and also the l\Iinisters in 
Belgrade and Budapest, have already been instructed early today to 
communicate this point of view to the Governments concerned. . 

Wuuuscu 

• See footnote 86, p. 817. 
• See document No. 500, tupra. 

'117&&4-4t--YOI, II--67 
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No. 502 
139/126090-81 

The GeT"'nan Charge iJ' A.flaires in Ozeclwsl<wakia (HencX·e) to the 
German Foreign Mini&try•l 

Telegram 

:Xo. 375 of September 16 PRAGUE, September 16, 1938--8:55 p.m. 
, Receh·ed September 17, 1938--12 :!5 a.m. 

1. Representative of Sudeten German Party here says he is un
able to give reliable data on losses caused to date by Sudeten Ger
man rising. 

Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior announces in all: 27 dead, 
including 11 Sudeten Germans, 13 members of the Czechoslovak 
administration (police, gendarmerie, 1 soldier), and 3 Czech civilians. 

According to this statement, details of killed are: 

September 12: 
1 Czech civilian in Oberaltstadt 

September 13: 
4 gendarmes in Haberspirk 
1 Sudeten German in Eger 
1 Sudeten German in Tachau 
1 Czech, 1 Sudeten German in SchOnpriesen 
1 Sudeten German N emanitz 
3 gendarmes in Schwaderbad 
1 soldier in Pernstein, 1 Sudeten German 
1 Sudeten German 
1 Sudeten German in Chodau 
1 Sudeten German in Joachimstal 
1 Czech in Komotau 
1 gendarme in Gossengriin 

September 14:: 
1 gendarme, 3 Sudeten Germans (including one woman), 

2 Czechs in Eger 
September 15 : 

1 gendarme in Sebastiansberg 
1 Sudeten German official in Grenzwald near Eger. 

2. According to .reports to hand up to now, calm prevails in the 
whole Sudeten German area. In Jechnitz the Social Democrats have 
the-upper hand after the flight and/or arrest and imprisonment of 
young Sudeten Germans. 

Czechoslovak Government takes the view that at present, with 
the exception of Schwaderbad, where frontier incident must be 
avoided, they have the situation in hand. 

• See document No. 607, p. 818, and footnote 37 thereto. 
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3. Alleged transfer of Sudeten German Party headquarters to 
Reich German territory is strongly emphasized by Czech press and 
radio. According to private information this anti-Henlein proptl
ganda. is said to have been not without effect on section of Sttdeten 
Germans in Northeast Bohemia. 

4. Reaction to decree for surrender of arms cannot yet be nscer
tained. 

HENCKE 

No. 503 
139/126088 

1'he German Minister in llungary ( Erdmannsdorff) to the German 
Foreign Ministry . 

Telegram 

No. 92 of September 16 BUDAPEST, September 16, 1938-9:42 p.m. 
Received September 17, 1938-3:15 a.m. 

[Marginal note:] Reference Pol. I 2143 g.32 

Foreign Minister expressed thanks for information and laid great 
emphasis on claim to equality of treatment for Hungarian minority 
in Czechoslovakia. Otherwise Hungarian Government would go to 
the limit. 

Ingram88 had told Hungarian Charge d'Affaires in London Van
sittart's pledge to this effect probably referred only to event of 
autonomy being granted to Sudeten Germans but not to cession of 
territory. Czechoslovakia was no longer capable of living if she 
lost other minorities as well. The Hungarian. Charge d'Affaires 
raised objections to this discrimination. 

Foreign Minister informed me in strict confidence that tod.ay's 
Cabinet meeting would probably decide on supplementary call-up of 
80,000 reservists in addition to 40,ooo· hitherto. 

Hungarian Government has made strong protest against Czech 
mobilization measures on Hungarian frontier. 

"rar Minister promised far~reaching concessions in matter of 
German wishes regarding flight of aircraft over Hungarian terri
tory, landing facilities, etc., in event of war. Commander of Vierma 
Luftkreis will arrive here Monday for discussions on this. 

ERDMANNSDORFF 

• See document No. 500, p. 810. 
• Mr. E. 1'11. B. Ingram, head of the Southern Department in the Foreign Office. 
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No. 504 
139/126088 

The German Amluuaador in Spain ( Stohrer) to the Germa" 
Foreign N ifl.i&tryaa. 

Telegram 

Su SEBA8'l'IAN, September 16, 1938-10:30 p.m. 
Received September 17, 1938-12:45 a.m. 

No. 264 of September 16 
Spanish Foreign .Minister asked me .to call on him immediately 

on my return from Germany; during my visit to Burgos today 
Jordanau showed he was extremely worried about the consequences 
which might result· for Nationalist Spain from warlike settlement 
of Czech question and intervention by France in con.fl.ict. French 
Foreign .Minister had let him know that French General Staff in
tended to march into Catalonia and occupy ports of Red Zone in 
Southern Spain as one of its first measures. Besides this he knew 
from another source that France was preparing advance against 
Spanish :Morocco. Bonnet's communication might only be a threat, 
yet it was always certain that cause of Spanish Nationalist Revolu
tion would be placed in the greatest danger at the present moment 
by warlike complications in Central Europe. He had instructed 
Spanish Ambassador in Ber~ to draw attention of German Gov
ment to these grave anxieties. Rumor circulated here that France 
was attempting to secure Franco's neutrality in European con.fl.ict 
expressly described as false by lt,oreign Minister. German liaison 
officer, at headquarters reports that in view of events in Central 
Europe very depressed mood and scarcely concealed dissatisfaction 
with us prevails there, because when choosing moment for settlement 
of Sudeten question we did not appear to take into consideration 
the cause of Nationalist Spain which we have been supporting so 
energetically. 

, ___ _ 
.., This document is aJ.so reproduced in voL m 
10 General Count Francisco Jordana, Vil-e President and l!'oreign .Minister of the 

Nationalist Government, 1938-39. 
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No. 505 
2129/464764 

OirC'Ular Deapatch From the German Foreign M iniatry ·to . German 
Miasiona Abroad 

BERJ,IN, September 16, 1938. 
(Pol. I M 3358 g) 

To Germ.an Embassies 
in London 

Moscow 
Paris 
Rome 

German Legations 
in Bucharest 

Prague 
German Consulate 

· in Geneva 

A report, to be treated with reserve, arrived from Brussels on the 
12th of this month on information 'by an agent, to the effect that the 
Belgian Government had received the two following telegrams: 

1) From the Belgian Leagu~ of Nations representative that Lit-: 
vinov and Comnene311 had reached an agreement whereby the Ru
manian Government would tolerate the passage of Russian troops in 
the event of a conflict between Germany and Czechos~ovakia. The 
Uumanian Government would of course protest against the violation· 
of Rumanian territory, but would offer no armed assistance to the 
passage of troops. 

2) From the Belgian Ambassador in Paris to the effect that the 
Secretary General of the Western European branch of the Comintern 
had informed the British and French Governments that, in the event 
of the outbreak of a European conflict, the Comintern would cease 
its activity in France and Great Britain. · 

For the Minister: 
voN BuLOw-ScHwANTE 

• Nlcolae Petrescu Comnen, Rumanian Foreign 1\-linlster, March to December 
1988. . 
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No. 506 
l39/1260M-3G 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for tile 
Foreign .~.11 inister 

BERLIN, September 16, 1938. 
The Hungarian :Minister informed me during his visit today that 

Field Marshal Goring had invited him to Karinhall today. The 
chief reason for this request had been the Field Marshal's view that 
Hungary was not doing enough in the present crisis. The Hun
garian press was keeping comparatively quiet. There was complete 
calm prevailing in the Hungarian minority districts in Czechoslo
vakia in contrast to the Sudeten German ones, and the Hungarian 
Ministers in the various capitals were not making a practice of 
going to the Foreign Minister twice or three times a day, in contrast 
to their Czech colleagues. Finally, neither the Hungarian Govem
ment nor even the leader of the Hungarian minority had demanded 
in clear terms the detachment of the Hungarian region from Czecho
slovakia. The Hungarian Minister defended himself against these 
complaints, but by his own statements recognized them as being 
partly in accordance with the facts, while at the same time giving 
definite reasons for the Hungarian attitude. 

The Field Marshal then reverted to relations between Hungary 
and Yugoslavia. He told the Hungarian Minister that he, the 
}"ield Marshal, as the second man in the State, could give him a 
definite assurance that Yugoslavia would take no action if Hungary 
were to march, not on the first day but say three to four days later. 
He, M. Szt6jay, was skeptical about this statement; he could not 
quite see why Yugoslavia would in the event of a Hungarian attack 
regard the alliance as being in force and march on the first day, 
but, on the other hand, not on the third or fourth day. However, the 
Field Marshal told him that he had made quite certain of this in 
a conversation with a Yugoslav personage, whom he did not name. 
I took this opportunity to inform the Hungarian Minister in strict 
confidence that, according to a telegram from our Ambassador in 
Rome, the Yugosla,v Minister there had made a similar statement 
to the Italian Government on instructions from Stoyadinovich, of 
which Budapest had already been informed by Count Ciano. 

The Field Marshal finally gave M! Szt6jay practically the same 
information about the Bercht~o-aden conversation as is set down in 
the· telegram for information to our :Missions abroad. The Field 
Marshal does not seem to have made any statements over and above 
this toM. Szt6jay. 
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After the conversation the Hungarian Minister telephoned Buda
pest and spoke toM. Csaky, and then in the course of the afternoon 
received instructions from M. Kanya to make the following state
ment to the' Field Marshal and at the same time to the Foreign 
Ministry as well: 

1. The Hungarian press and the Hungarian ethnic group in 
Czechoslovakia would be activated to an increased extent from now 
on; in particular the Hungarian press would in the next few days 
be writing in a completely different key from hitherto. 

2. The Hungarian Mimsters in Prague and London would be in
structed to inform the respective Governments that Hun~ary was 
demanding a plebiscite for the Hungarian minority districts. He, 
Sztojay, had received the same instructions for Berlin, and he was 
making use of the conversation with me to carry out these instruc
tions. His instructions were to inquire of the Field Marshal and the 
Foreign Ministry whtther the FUhrer could not do something to 
associate himself 1- .Iblicly with the Hungarian demands.· In reply 
to this I told the Minister that it would, of course, be difficult for the 
Fiihrer to appear in the role of spokesman for other ethnic groups 
than the German one. . 

3. Complete understanding had been reached between Hungary 
and Poland. Regarding this M. Sztojay remarked.in the course of 
the conversation that Poland was not making any claims on Slo
vakia, but only to the Teschen district,86 and certam minor frontier 
rectifications in Slovak territory regarding which complete agree
ment had been reached down to the last detail. It would thereby 
be presupposed that Slovakia would receive far-reaching autonomy 
within the framework of the Hungarian State. 

The Hungarian Minister will carey out these instructions when 
seeing the Field Marshal tomorrow (Sunday). He intends to go to 
Budapest on Saturday night and to return here during, Monday. 

WoERMANN 

•• The southern part of the frontier Duchy of Teschen, formerly In Austrian 
Sllesia, had been assigned to Czechoslovakia on July 28, 1920, by the Conference 
of Ambassadors in Paris, although the Polish population greatly outnumbered the 
Czech. The portion of the Teschen area handed over to Czechoslovakia included 
the important coal-mining district of Karvinna. Cf. document No. 588, p. 915. 
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No. 507 
330/195833-34 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in OzechoslovakiaB'I 

HOST URGEN'r 

No. 229 

Telegram 

BERLIN, September 17, 1938. 
(zu Pol. I 924: g. Rs.) 

I. Please inform the Czech Government nrbally at once as 
follows: 

The Reich Government have decreed that 

a) Czechoslovak nationals of Czech descent (including Czech· 
speaking Jews) will at once be arrested in the Re1ch in equal num· 
hers with Sudeten Germans arrested in Czechoslovakia since begin-
ning of current week. . 

b)· In the event of sentences of death passed on Sudeten Germans 
as a result of martial law being carried out, an equal number of 
Czechs will be shot in the Reich. 

For information: 
Measure a) is already so far in operation that 150 Czechoslovak 

nationals have been arrested here. Yesterday the Czechoslovak 
Charge d'Affaires88 protested against the arrests, on his own initia
tive. He was told that it was a matter of countermeasures against 
arrests of Sudeten Germans. · · 

II. If the orders for or execution of death sentences by court 
martial are known to you, please always report at, once by telephone 
and confirm by telegram. 

III. As already requested by telephone, please send, if possible by 
return, total number of Sudeten Germans killed or wounded in riots 
since September 12, if possible with details of riame, place, and date. 
• WoERMANN 

"Nuremberg document 2854-PS. The copy printed Is from the Foreign Min· 
lstry files and is dated September 17, and bears the serial number 229 (I.e., pre
vious to 232, the serial number of document No. 498, p. 808, which is dated 
September 16). This telegram was actually sent as telegram No. 234 on the 17th. 
Substantially the same text appears on a document (not printed here) dated 
September 16, which was initialed and amended by Rlbbentrop. 

• M. Schubert. 
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No. 508 
147/181184 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 
I 

BERLIN, September 17, 1938. 
On the 15th of this month, late in the evening, the Polish Am

bassador rang me in Berchtesgaden, 011 instructions from Minister 
Beck, in order to give me the following information. _ 

Minister Beck wished us to know that, in the event of a solution · 
of the Czech question by a plebiscite, the Polish Government would 
demand categorically corresponding treatment for the Teschen 
region.89 The Polish Government would in 110 case yield in this 
matter. 

I replied to the Polish Ambassador on the telephone that I would 
take note of this communication purely as information, b~t pre· 
sumed that the Polish Government meant this for London. M. Lipski 
replied that M. Beck was arranging. for a corresponding demarche 
to be made in London, as well as in Paris and Rome. 

The Ambassador then added that there was complete accord with 
the Hungarians regarding Poland's fundamental attitude on this 
matter. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 509 
139/126174 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizaiicker) 

BERLIN, September 17, 1_938. 
As pr~viously on other occasions, the Italian Ambassador has 

ngain urged upon me the useful part which Italian troops could 
play-as they did in the Saar plebiscite-in the forthcoming cession 
of the Sudetenland to Germany. 

WEIZSACKER 

• See footnote S6, p. 817. 
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No. 510 
1'5/0018 

U'Migneit Memorandum, Presumably by the Foreign Minister 

No. 254a 
}fEM:ORANDIDI 

With reference to Mussolini's wish, communicated to us by the 
Italian Ambassador,40 to be more precisely informed about our fu
ture intentions in Czechoslovakia, as he intends to make a speech on 
Sunday in Tri~te and hopes by this to lend support to our plans, 
I gave the following information by telephone to the Italian 
Ambassador: 

1) The situation in Czechoslovakia is deteriorating hour by hour 
and has already become intolerable. 

2) The immediate withdrawal of all military and police forces 
is the primary requisite. 

3) The only possible solution today would be the liberation of all 
foreign nationalities from union with the State. 

4) Germany will settle this problem in one way or another, by 
peaceful means or by military intervention. 

I further asked the Italian Ambassador, in the FUhrer's name, to 
convey to Mussolini his most sincere thanks for his intention to 
advocate the German point of view. I spoke to him intentionally 
on only a few points ~ncerning the aims we were pursuing, and 
beyond that we were leaving it entirely to Mussolini's free will to 
' . say what he would. There was moreover no doubt that, with chaos 
increasing_. in Czechoslovakia, the Bolshevik element was gaining 
ground, just as in Spain. For this reason the necessity arose of 
achieving an inimediate radical solution. 

BERcHTESGADEN, September 17, 1938. 

No. 511 
139/1261U6-0T 

Minute by the State Secretary (lVeizslicket•) for the Foreign Minuter 

MnruTE 

I asked the Czech Charge d'Affaires to call on me today and told 
him the following: 

We had received news that a. considerable number of age groups 
had been called to the colors in Czechoslovakia about the 14th of 
the month. The whole picture of measures taken was that of secret 

• See document No. 495, p. 806. 
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general mobilization by the Czechs. I drew the ·Charge's attention 
to the consequences Czech action might have, such as Czechoslovakia 
had undertaken in May of this year. The FUhrer's opinion on this 
matter could 1?6rtainly not have escaped the Czech Government. 

The Charge thereupon declared, giving an official reply i~e
diately, that the measures taken involved not numerous but only one 
age group, and of this, only the infantry and observer sections. The 
calling-up concerned had been necessary to man certain military 
establishments in the frontier regions for security reasons, which from 
the recent course of events appeared to be threatened. The Charge 
wished to add that in France certain frontier measures had also been 
taken which we certainly had not regarded as a threat, besides which 
the FUhrer had indeed also spoken of measures taken against Czecho
slovakia. I replied that 1 had requested the Charge to call on me 
in order to talk about the measures in Czechoslovakia, and to draw 
his attention to the consequences of military · undert~kings there. 
Moreover I took note of his declarations, but believed, however, that 
the usefulness of military contingents remaining in the Sudeten 
German area would be thoroughly discussed now by other competent 
authorities. 

When the Charge turned the conversation to the arrest of Czechs 
in Germany and to a note alleged to have been handed to the Foreign 
Ministry today, I referred him on this matter to the discussion 
initiated by the German Charge d' Atraires in Prague. 

BARON VON WEIZSACKER 

BERI,IN, September 17, 1938. 

No. 512 
2185/472215 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) for the Under l:Jtate 
Secretary (Woermann) 

Message telephoned to the Reich Minister: 
Herr Schacht, president of the Reichsbank, called on me to inform 

me that in the next few days a loan will have to be issued for the 
purpose of raising money. I was in agreement with the president 
that a public issue of the loan is out of the question, since this would 
also have to be advertised publicly. This advertisement could not 
be made without giving the impression that the Czech crisis had al
ready been surmounted. The loan is therefore to be placed un
obtrusively among certain financial institutions. 

BERLIN, September 17, 1938, 
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No. 513 
139/126095 -

The German Charge d:'Aflairea in Ozeclwslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

PRAGUE, September 17,1938-11:10 a.m. 
VERY URGENT Received September 17, 1938-1 :05 p.m. 
No. 377 of September 17 

In continuation of telegram No. 375 of the 16th.•1 

1) Sudeten German Party Deputies here are receiving information 
that move of Sudeten German Party Executive across frontier, al
legedly interpreted as a flight, has caused a crisis in the confidence of 
the Sudeten Germans in their leaders. Reported appeals by mayors 
who belong to Sudeten German Party to maintain peace and order 
and also to refrain from subversive activities are regarded by Su
deten German Party representatives in Prague as revolt against 
Henlein's call for revolution. 

2) The Czechoslovak Government is exploiting manifestations 
for attempts to cause a split in Sudeten German Party. Yesterday 
Rector and Deans of German University and Technical High School 
here were forced by the Ministry of Education to sign statements 
condemning the "treasonable activities of Konrad Henlein." Similar 
action is arranged for today iii the case of German professors. Pro
fessOrs are making efforts to evade decision. In order to give sup
port to that section of the professors in particular whose confidence 
in Henlein is shaken, I regard it as expedient that German radio 
should stigmatize without delay the pressure exerted on rectors and 
deans by the Ministry of Education. 

Reports by German radio stations on situation here are increasing 
uneasiness among Reich-Germans and desire to leave the country. 

HENCKE 

u Document No. 502, p. 812. 
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No. 514 
139/126102 

M emoraruJum by an Official·of Political Division IV ( Stechow) /()1' 
· the F()'l'eign Ministry ' 

MEMORANDUM 

The German Legation in Prague (Counselor of Legation Hencke) 
communicated the following by telephone at 12 :45 p.m.: 

Rumors of the defection of various leading Sudeten German Party 
men were confirmed both by the Czech press and the Sudeten Ger• 
man Party. In reply to a question whether it was not just a matter 
of technical measures which. were connected with the dissolution of 
the Sudeten German Party, Hencke expressed the opinion that the 
reports were not interpreted thus in Prague. 

Hencke further communicated that the arrest of numerous Czechs 
in Germany had caused a great sensation, and opinion in Prague 
had hardened a great deal. According to Prague press reports, the 
editor in chief of a Czech newspaper in Vienna was among those 
arrested. Hencke asked whether this report was correct, since it was. 
of importance for German newspaper correspondents in Czechoslo
vakia. A certain feeling of uneasiness was prevalent among the 
Germans in Prague. Otherwise everything was calm in Prague and 
the rest of the country. 

The Czechoslovak banks were solvent and the krona was being 
quoted at the normal rate. 

Hencke furthermore made an urgent request· for the dispatch of 
the telegram promised by Herr Eisenlohr to be speeded up, since 
he attached great importance to the instruction in view of the present 
situation. 

VON 8TECHOW 

BEtu.IN, September 17, 1938. 
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·No. 515 
139/126093 

The Germ.an Oharge d'Affaires in Ozechoslovakia (Beneke). and the 
Military Attache of the Germ.an Legation in Czechoslovakia 
(TOU8saint) to the German Foreign Ministry and the Supreme 
Headquarters-of the Wehrmacht 

•.relegram 

No. 378 of September 17 PRAoUE, September 17, 1938-1:50 p.m. 
Received September 17, 1938-3:30 p.m. 

For Supreme Headquarters, W ehrmacht, Attache Section. 
Spreading of the news that Sudeten German Party leaders had 

fled has had a crushing effect in the German area. Czechoslovak 
Government at present really master of situation. Czech self
assurance increased; sharp rejection of plebiscite in press and 
speeches.· Military measures amount to general mobilization, but 
are less apparent on the surface.411 Total strategic concentration and 
formation of reserve divisions ought to be completed by September 
20. Beginning of troop movements from Slovakia toward the west 
confirmed by reliable source. 

Charge d'Affaires asks that above telegram be regarded as ad
dressed also to Foreign Ministry. 

No. 516 
139/126094 

ToussAINT 
HENCKE 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Ozechoslovakia (Hend·e) to the 
Germ.an Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 380 of September 17 PRAGUE, September 17, 1938-3 p.m. 
Received September 17, 1938-5:15 p.m. 

Consulate Briinn reports: 
"Regard myself bound to telegraph the following: As a. result of 

German radio reports, widespread fear psychosis has arisen among 
German population. Hence large-scale exodus, in particular of 
women and children, although complete calm prevails in Moravia
Silesia, of which I have received cori.firmation by personal communi· 
cations from agents from all parts of the district covered by the 
Consulate." 

• General mobilization was not proclaimed till September 23, though the Army 
was believed to be mobilized to the extent of 40 percent before that date. 
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No incidents of any importance have occurred anywhere for days; 
meetings of Germans and singing of German songs in a few places 
have had no repercussions. Opinion frequently held among Ger
mans that radio grossly exaggerates. In this way belief in its re
liability shaken, especially as its inaccuracy established in individual 
cases by direct information. On the other hand, as result of these 
radio reports Czechs are very exasperated with German element here 
because of supposedly false reports. Position and morale of Ger
mans not strengthened but weakened by radio. This view shared by 
leader of the Sudeten German Party here. 

HENCKE 

No. 517 
28/10035 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

[BERLIN,] September 17, 1938-4: 37 p.m. 
Received [Prague,] September 17, 1938-6 p.m. 

No. 236 of September 17 
As result of consultation with Minister Eisenlohr, request that 

Reich-Germans in regions with Czechoslovak population be in
structed, without attracting attention and only verbally, to send 
women and children out of country. Herr Fischer, A.O., agrees. 

· WoERHANN 

No. 518 
139/128113-U . . 
The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 

German Foreign Ministry 
Telegram 

No. 381 of September 17 PRAGUE, September 17, 1938-4:46p.m. 
Received September 17, 1938-7:45 p.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 373 of the 16th.•a . 
1) This morning Deputy Kundt expressed his· views on the situ

ation to a member of the Legation as follows: 

• Document No. 497, p. 807, 
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Lack of leadership in Sudeten Gennan Party in conjunction with 
Gennan radio announcements, of which no one knew whether they 
were to be regat:ded as instructions, had brought about a state of 
complete panic and uncertainty in the Sudeten Gennan area. 
Marienbad district, where population confidently follows instruc
tions of Senator Ludwig Frank, is an exception. Officials of 
Sudeten Gennan Party down to local leaders for the most part not 
at their posts, having either fled, being in hiding, or been arrested. 
Local leaders, for the most part Sudeten Gennan mayors and village 
authorities, are partially carrying on their duties. (Two groups miss
ing) F.S. has either disappeared or been arrested. According to 
information from Kannasin, leader of Carpatho-Gennan Party, 
that too had to cease its activity, house-to-house searches going on 
in Party offices. Kundt advised Deputy Kannasin to urge in the 
Moravian Provincial Presidency that permission be given for a 
\Jranch of the Parliamentary Club in P~burg. 

Chauvinistic and Leftist circles had prevailed against more mod
.erate policy of Bene8 and Czerny. In the Agrarian Party a violent 
struggle was going on for and against BeneS. Party Leader Beran 
said that agreement with Gennany could be reached in a few days 
if Hodza n>Bigned. In view of infonnation in his possession, Kundt 
thinks it possible that on Tuesday a Leftist Putsch will be staged 
to overthrow Bene8 and Hodza. · 

2) General impression that Czech attitude stiftened. In view of 
Czechs, the Sudeten German Party's attempt at a rising failed be
cause of leaders' failure to act, and serious split caused in Sudeten 
German Party. Government has succeeded in convincing )fissions 
well disposed toward us, such as Italians, Hungarians, and Yugo
slavs, of this. 

3) Kundt asks urgently that no use should be made of the esti
mate of the situation in 1) on the Gennan radio. 
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No. 519 
139/126117 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to •the 
German Foreign M i11.istry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT PRAGUE, September 17, 1938-9:58 p.m. 
No. 384 of September 17 Received September 18, 1938-12:10 a.m. 

(Pol. I 924 Top Secret) 
Reference telegram No. 234 of the 17th.44 

Have just carried out instructions at 7:20 p.m. and at same time 
handed Foreign Minister's deputy, M. Kmo, text of Reich Govern
ment resolution. 

M. Krno received communication politely and promised to for
ward it to Foreign Minister Krofta who was at Cabinet meeting at 
the time. As personal observation, M. Krno declared that German 
measures were at variance with international law. I stated that I 
was obliged to refuse to discuss the matter. Krno further expressed 
hope that an end might be put as soon as possible to present intoler
able state of affairs. In this connection, Czechoslovak Government 
had also regarded efforts of British Prime Minister with gratitude. 
I maintained a purely receptive attitude. 

Conversation lasted three minutes altogether. 
At 8:20 p.m. M. Krno told me on the telephone that so far not 

a single court.martial sentence had. been passed. 
HENCKE 

No. 520 
139/126119 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 386 of September 17 PRAGUE, September 17, 1938-midnight. 
Received September 18, 1938-1:50 a.m. 

In continuation of telegram No. 381 of the 17th: 45 ... 

Baron von Gregory and Attache Dr. Betz, who have returned 
from an official journey to Asch, Eger, and Selb in Bavaria, report 
on their impressions as follows: 

.. See footnote 37, p. 818. 
• Document No. 518, p. 825. 

'l97664-t9-vol. ll-68 
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1) :Mood of Sudeten German population extraordinarily depressed 
as a result of departure of practically all Party officials. Yesterday 
and today complete calm prevailed in Asch, Eger, and the Karlsbad 
district. 

2) The crossing of the frontier by Konrad Henlein and the chief 
leaders of the Sudeten German Party, which took place at Asch 
with a considerable convoy of cars, is known to local Czech and 
German population, and in particular to the Czechoslovak customs 
officials. 

3) The leaders of the Sudeten German Party stationed in Selb 
stated that Konrad Henlein was staying until this morning in a 
castle near Selb. Gregory spoke with Sebekovsky, who is thoroughly 
au fait with the crisis due to breakdown of confidence in Sudeten 
German population. Sebekovsky said that purpose of K. H. Frank's 
visit to the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor had been to obtain consent 
for the formation of Sudeten German Legion to raise the morale of 
the German population inside Czechoslovakia by fresh activity. 
. 4) Contents of telegram 371 of September 1648 on situation in 
Eger on September 15 confirmed in all essentials by Gregory's in· 
vestigations. 

5) Gregory has reported direct to the Propaganda Ministry on 
the damaging by Czech soldiers near Lubenz of the Reich flag on the 
car of a member of the Legation. I shall send a note of protest 
to the Ministry for Foreign Aft'airs. 

HENCKE 

No. 521 
2369/494966--68 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign M inist1"JJ 

Telegl'am 

No. 424 of September 17 · LoNDON, September 17, 1938. 
Received September 18, 1938-9:50 a.m. 

. (Pol. IV 6165) 
Yesterday evening, accompanied by von Selzam, Counselor of 

Legation, I was present at Heston airport to welcome back the 
British Prime :Minister. Lord Halifax and several senior members 
.of the Cabinet were present. In addition, hundreds of spectators 
had assembled outside the airport and gave the Prime Minister a 
hearty ovation. Mr. Chamberlain thanked me most cordially for my 
brief words of welcome. He said he had been very pleased indeed 

• Not printed. 
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with the exceptionally warm reception· he had received officially in 
Germany and from all sections of the population. "They were very 
kind. I had a great time I" Sir Horace Wilson and Mr. Strang also 
said they were highly satisfied with their visit. The Prime Minister 
then went to the microphone and gave the following short address:-

"I have come back again rather quicker than I expected, after a 
journey which1 if I had not been so preoccupied, I should have found 
thoroughly enJoyable. Yesterday afternoon I had a long talk with 
Herr Hitler. It was a frank talk, and it was a friendly one, and I 
feel satisfied now that each of us fully understands what is in the 
mind of the other. · 

You won't, of course, expect me to discuss now what may be the 
res11lts of that talk. What I have ~otto do now is to discuss them with 
my colleagues-and I would adVIse you not to accept prematurely 
any unauthorized account of what took place in the conversations. 

But I shall be discussing them tonight with my colleagues and 
with others, especially Lord Runciman. And later on, perhaps in 
a few days, I am going to have another talk with Herr Hitler. 

Only this· time he has told me that it is his intention to come half
way to meet me-he wishes to spare an old man another long 
journey." 

When he spoke the last words-to the effect that the FUhrer in
tended to come to meet him halfway in order to spare an old man 
the effort of a long journey at the next visit--the crowd broke out 
into spontaneous applause. 

The Prime Minister went straight away to his home, where he 
had a discussion with the "Inner Cabinet." He was also received by 
the King in the evening. 

Today's morning press is full of speculations as to what was dis
cussed at the Obersalzberg, which I need not go into now. Impor
tant in assessing public opinion is the fact that only the Liberal 
press continues to oppose the plebiscite idea seriously. The pre· 
sumable reason for this is the fact that Mr. Chamberlain did not 
personally inform Sir Archibald Sinclair, leader of the uninfluen
tial Liberal Party in the House of Commons, about the situation 
in the same way as he informed Mr. Attlee, leader of the Opposition, 
the Labor Party. I would state here that a personal enmity has 
existed between Sinclair and the Prime Minister for a long time. 

For the rest, the entire press, and The Times in particular, empha
sizes that any use of force by Germany at the present moment would 
destroy all efforts toward a peaceful settlement. 

Tu.KoRDT 
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No. 522 
139/12812&-28 

Foreign M ini8try M inu.te 

On instructions from the State Secretary I communicated the 
following by telephone to Counselor of Legation Hewel,'' Obersalz
berg, at 8:45 p.m. this evening: 

1) In accordance with instructions from the Reich Minister, the 
State Secretary gave information to the British Emb8$J (the Am
bassador was not there in person, because he was on the golf course) 
at 3:30 p.m. today concerning the failure to forward the minutes of 
the conversation between the FUhrer and Chamberlain. 48 

2) The British Ambassador had just informed the State Secre
tary that he had immediately acquainted the British Prime Minister 
with the information in paragraph l).f8 According to the British 
Ambassador this had produced a strong feeling of resentment in the 
British Prime lfinister, apparently for the following reasons: 

The British Prime Minister had conferred with the FUhrer for 
about two to two and one-half hours solely in the presence of 
Counselor of Legation Schmidt, the German interpreter, in whom the 
British Government had complete confidence. In view of this lli. 
Chamberlain regarded it as a matter of course that a copy of the 
minutes of this conversation .would be placed at the disposal of the 
British Government. He, the British Ambassador, was now instructed 
to request either an unofficial or else an abridged version of the record. 
He had received that very night instructions by telegraph to make 
a complaint regarding this matter to Baron von Weizsiicker, the 
State Secretary, tomorrow morning and to demand an unofficial or 
abridged version of the minutes. 

Baron von Weizsiicker, the State Secretary, refused for ~s part 
to have an abridged version of the minutes drawn up or to have any 
other document on the conversation forwarded to the Ambassador, 
since his instructions were clear regarding this. He had, however, 

. stated that he was prepared to forward the British Ambassador's 
statements to Berchtesga.den. 

3) The British Ambassador had informed the State Secretary 
that the attention of the British and French Governments had been 
drawn by the Czech Government to the fact that the Czech Govern
ment had information on German troop concentrations and move-

• On the personal sta.tr of Ribbentrop. 
• A note of this conversation with the Secretary of the Embassy was made on 

September 19 and is printed as document No. 532, p. 839. For the Chamberlal:n
Hitler conversation. see document No. 487, p. 786. 

• Le., of the communication recorded in document No. 532, p. 839, 
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ments which made it imperative for the Czech Government to pro
ceed to full mobilization. The British Government had thereupon 
advised the Czech Government to refrain from mobilization as long 
as conversations between Germany and Britain were in progress. 
The French Government had probably tendered the same advice. in 
Prague. (The latter for our information.) 

4) The British Ambassador had finally informed Baron von 
lVeizsiicker, the State Secretary, that, on instructions from his Gov
ernment, he was to warn us against accepting any sort of report or 
statement concerning the subject matter of the conversations between 
the British and French Ministers, which would be published this 
evening. Only the official communique to be issued on them was 
authentic-anything else was gossip. 

BERGMANN 

SEPTEMBER 18. 

No. 523 
330/195840-42 

Text of the Joint Communication by the Bfiti8h and French 
Governments to the President of Ozechoslovakia60 

Translation 

SECRET 

English text of the joint communication handed by the British 
and French Governments to President Benes, as agreed at · the 
Anglo-French consultations of Sunday, September 18, 1938. 

1) The representatives of the French and British Governments 
have been in consultation today on the general situation, and have 
considered the British Prime Minister's report of his conversation 
with Herr Hitler. British Ministers also placed before their French 
colleagues their conclusions derived from the account furnished to· 
them of the work of his Mission by Lord Runciman. We are both 
convinced that, after recent events, the point has now been reached 
where the further maintenance within the boundaries of the Czecho
slovak State of the districts mainly inhabited by Sudeten Germans 
cannot, in fact, continue any longer without imperiling the interests 
of C.~:echoslovakia herself and of European peace. In the light of 
these considerations, both Governments have been compelled to the 
conclusion that the maintenance of peace and the safety of Czecho-

• The document ln the file is a translation made in the Foreign Ministry. The 
English text ls given ln the British Wbite Paper (Cmd. 5847), which states that 
the proposals were presented to the Czechoslovak Government on September 19. 



832 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

slovakia's vital interests cannot effectively be assured unless these 
areas are now transferred to the Reich. 

2) This could be done either by direct transfer or as the result 
of a plebiscite. 'We 'realize the difficulties involved in a plebiscite, 
and we are aware of your objections already expressed to this course, 
particularly the possibility of far-reaching repercussions if the 
matter were treated on the basis of so wide a principle. For this 
reason we anticipate, in the absence of indication to the contrary, 
that you may prefer to deal with the Sudeten German problem by 
the method of direct transfer, and as a case by itself. 

3) The area for transfer would probably have to include areas 
with over 50 percent of German inhabitants, but we should hope to 
arrange by negotiation provisions for adjustment of frontiers, where 
circumstances render it necessary, by some international body, in
cluding a Czech representative. We are satisfied that the transfer 
of smaller areas based on a higher percentage would not meet the 
case. 
. 4) The international body referred to might also be charged ~ith 
questions of possible exchange of population on the basis of right 
to opt within some specified time limit. 

5) We. recognize ~hat, if the Czechoslovak Government are pre
pared to concur in the measures proposed, involving material changes 
in the conditions of the State, they are entitled to ask for some 
assurance of their future security. · 

6) Accordingly, His Majesty's Government in the United King
dom would be prepared, as a contribution to the pacification of 
Europe, to join in an international guarantee of the new boundaries 
of the Czechoslovak State against unprovoked aggression. One of 
the principal conditions of such a guarantee would be the safeguard
ing of the independence of Czechoslovakia by the substitution of 
a general guarantee against unprovoked aggression in place of exist
ing treaties which involve reciprocal obligations of a military 
character. 

7) Both the French and 'British Governments recognize how great 
is the sacrifice thus required of the Czechoslovak Government in the 
cause of peace. But because that cause is common both to Europe 
in general and in .particular to Czechoslovakia herself, they have 
felt it their duty jointly to set forth frankly the conditions essential 
to seu~re it. 

8) The Prime Minister must resume conversation with Herr 
Hitler not later than Wednesday, and earlier if possible. We there
fore feel we must ask for your reply at the earliest possible moment. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 833 

No. 524 
139/126129 

Minute for the Foreign Minister's Secretariat 

BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 
On Sunday the 18th at 7: 30 p.m. the British Ambassador informed 

the State Secretary as follows: 

The British and French Governments have received the following 
communication from the Czechoslovak Government: 

The Czechoslovak Government knows that considerable troop 
movements are taking place on German territory near the Czech 
frontier, and these have caused Czechoslovakia for her part to 
order total mobilization. · 

The British Government has advised the Czechoslovak Govern
ment to refrain from the proposed measures while the Anglo-Ger
man negotiations were still pending. Moreover, the Ambassador 
thought that Paris had given similar advice. ("I understand Paris 
did the same.") 

SIEGFRIED 

No. 525 
139/126133 

Minute by an Official of the State Secretary's Office (Siegfried) for 
the Foreign Minister's Secretariat 

BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 
The British Ambassador informed the State Secretary, on Sunday 

the 18th at 7:30p.m., of the following: Uneasiness was felt in Great 
Britain as a. result of the thousands of rumors regarding the course 
of the Anglo-French discussions. The British Government requested 
that the communique which would be issued at the end of the dis
cussions should be regarded as the only authentic account, and all 
reports circulated other than this communique should be disregarded 
in Germany. · .. 

SIEGFRIED 
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No. 526 
139/128158 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for tluJ 
Foreign Minuter's Secretariat 

BERLIN, September 19, 193$. 
The British Ambassador transmitted to me by telephone at 12:15 

p.m. today the following message from :Mr. Chamberlain to the 
FUhrer, with the request for its immediate onward transmission: 

"I have now got so far with my consultation that I anticipate 
that it will be possible to resume my conversation with Your Ex
cellency on Wednesday, September 21. 
If Your Excellency will mform me whether this date will be con

venient to yourself, I hope to be able to confirm appointment 
definitely." 

WoERHANN 
BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 

I dictated the above text to Reich Minister's Secretariat at Berchtes
ga.den (Fri. Kriiger) at 12:30 p.m. today. Berlin, September 19,1938. 

No. 527 
138/128148-49 

Minute b'!j-the Unde'l' State Secreta'I"!J (Woermann) for tluJ 
Foreign Minuter's Secretariat 

BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 

In accordance with instructions which Herr Brilckelmeier sent me 
from Berchtesgaden, I today told the British Ambassador at 2 p.m. 
that the FUhrer thanked :Mr. Chamberlain for his con;ununication 111 

and accepted the proposal that the conversation should take place 
on Wednesday at Godesberg. Accommodation would be arranged 
for at this end. Further details would be discussed with the British 
Embassy. 

In addition I proposed io the Ambassador, in accordance with in
structions, that a press communique in simple terms should again 
be jointly drawn up and issued simultaneously. 

The British Ambassador rang me up afterward at 4:4:5 p.m. and 
said-that Mr. Chamberlain thanked the FUhrer for his communica
tion and would make known the exact date of his arrival as soon 
as possible. He doubted whether it would be possible to issue the 
press communique today. :Mr. Henderson remarked that this was 

• See document No. 526, 1vpra. 
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probably due to the fact that Mr. Chamberlain had certain prepara
tions to make first. 

The British Ambassador further stated that in the main the same 
people as last time would come from London, with the addition of 
two further shorthand typists. He, the Ambassador, would bring 
with him two Embassy Secretaries and two officials for dispatching 
the necessary telegrams. It transpired from this that there would 
be five in his party and that about seven people .would come from 
London. Accordingly, about twelve bedrooms and, in addition, the 
necessary working rooms will be wanted. 

WoERMANN 

No. 528 
139/126140-42 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 393 of September 19 PRAGUE, September 19, 1938-5:20 p.m. 
Received September 19, 1938-9:15 p.m. 

· Deputy Kundt gave information to a member of the Legation 
who told him of Konrad Henlein's wish that no further statements 
should be issued: 

1) Kundt had today informed Malypeter, the chairman of the 
Permanent Parliamentary Committee, by letter, that Sudeten Ger· 
man representatives would not take part in this committee's discus
sions, as the result of the continuation of the Berchtesgaden talks 
between Fuhrer and Chamberlain must first be awaited. 

Furthermore, discussion by remaining Sudeten German Party 
functionaries took place in Prague, under Kundt's chairmanship in 
his capacity as club president, when political situation was discussed, 
especially insofar as it concerns Germans in districts with a pre
dominantly Czech and Slovak ·population. Deputy agreed that an 
attitude of wait and see must be adopted. D.N.B. communique on 
this. .. 

Publication took place before Henlein's instruction became known. 
2) Sudeten German Party organization is more or less intact only 

in Marienbad, as Senator Frank has not released Party function
aries from their obligations. Young Sudeten Germans of military. 
age in the Marienbad area hiding in the woods and are ready for 
action at any time. 
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3) Sudeten German Legion 62 has started with small-scale actions. 
Apart from attack on Customs Post in Asch, a sawmill and swim
ming baths, both incidentally German owned, have been set on fi.I't'l 
in Rumburg. 

4) When Sudeten German Party leaders left Prague Labor Ex
change in haste, list of F. S. members in Prague was left behind. 
Police discovered this list during house-to-house search and are 
taking action against Sudeten Germans appearing on it. Kundt is 
endeavoring to warn those concerned. 

5) Czechs were continuing attempts to create a split among the 
Sudeten Germans. Rohn, Sudeten German Burgermeister of Reich
enberg, who is also chairman of German Union of Teachers, has 
been forced to sign declaration condemning Konrad Henlein's action 
as high treason. 

Pressure is also being brought to bear by Cabinet Office on pro
vincial press to condemn Henlein, and it is being threatened that 
even a neutral attitude would entail consequences for newspaper 
edit.ors. • 

Kundt has contacted editors concerned. Newspapers will not give 
way to pressure and will present united front should action be taken 
against any one paper. 

The attitude of the Sudeten German editors of provincial news
papers in Brux, Asch, and Eger deserves special mention. The 
editors partially took over the· duties of the Sudeten German Party 
official administration. 

6) Rumors were increasing that Communist disturbances might 
be expected on Tuesday or Wednesday in Prague. Legation has 
also had reports about this from other sources. 

IIENCKE 

• Henlein issued a proclamation on September 17, declaring that "The extreme 
emergency has arisen. In taking up arms and forming the Sudeten German Free 
Corps, we are therefore clalmlng for ourselves the right bom of necessity exer
cised by peoples at all times." The Freikorp/1 was formed on the German side of 
the frontier. 
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No. 529 
139/126H3 

The German Charge d'Af!airea in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) and the 
lllilita'I"!J Attache of the German Legation in Czechoslovakia 
(Toussaint) to the German Foreign llliniat'I"!J and the Supreme 
B eadguartera of the W ehrmacht 

Telegram 

No. 394 of September 19 PRAGUE, September 19, 1938-5 :50 p.m. 
Received September 19, 1938-9:18 p.m. 

, To the Supreme Headquarters, W ehrmacht, Attache Section. 
Calm prevails in German-speaking territory as result of military 

and police pressure. 
Completion of mobilization and deployment is being carried out 

in an orderly manner. 
Defensive measures carried out as on May 20. 
Immediate frontier territory occupied with troops t.o an extent 

far exceeding that in May. Formation of greater reserves not yet 
discernible. BrUnn and Prague partly free of larger troop fonna
tions. 

Transport movements from Slovakia to West. Am attempting to 
ascertain if Fifth Army is being formed. 

Germans called up are being employed ori labor service under 
guard •. Partly treated as convicts. 

No. 530 
139/126146 

ToussAINT 
HENCKE . 

1'he German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 396 of September 19 PRAGUE, September 19, 1938-5 :50 p.m. 
Received September 19, 1938-9:15. ]1.'111. 

With reference to telegram No. 234 of the 17th,53 
· Sudeten German Party Deputies here state that they are unable 

to give even approximate figures for the number of Sudeten Ger
mans arrested. This was not even possible for the Prague district. 
The Consular branch office at Eger also reports that it is not in a 
position to do so for the time being. 

• See footnote 87, p. 818. 
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Consulate at Briinn estimates the number of arrests in Moravia at 
about 60, Consulate at Reichenberg 150 to 200 for its district, 30 to 
40 of which in town of Reichenberg. 

HENCU 

No. 531 
139/128157 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram· 

No. 400 of September 19 PRAGUE, September 19, 1938-10:20 a.m. 
Received September 20, 1938-12:30 a.m. 

1) I learn the following from the Hungarian Minister: · 

a) Ministerial Counselor Cermak, the prospective Czechoslovak 
Minister to Budapest, who a few days ago described plebiscite as 
unacceptable, today informed M. de Wettstein that the Czechoslovak 

· Government "no longer adopted the standpoint of absolute negation." 
b) Alexandrovsk;f, the Soviet Minister here, has stated to a Head 

of a Mission that, m the event of war, the Soviet Union could give 
no military assistance to Czechoslovakia if France remained neutral. 
The Soviet Government was indeed not pledged to do this under the 
treaty terms. 

2) The Polish Military Attache here informed Colonel Toussaint 
that the Polish Legation were convinced that the question of a 
European war was no longer acute. Poland would, moreover, put 
up military resistance to a possible Russian attempt to march 
through, and would also exercise strong pressure on Rumania to 
refuse passage to the Russian Army. 

3) Publication of British proposals by press here has made great 
impression on population, groups of whom discuss the position in 
the streets. Observers gain the impression that the Anglo-French 
attitude is weakening the Czech will to resist, which was still mani· 
fest yesterday. 

4) Activity shown by ~mmunists, who are stirring up population 
through press. For example, Rote Fahne," which appears twice 
daily, may well be .most widely read paper in Czechoslovakia today. 

Evidently the Gove~ent too are expecting Communist plots. 
They have of their own accord strengthened police protection of the 
Legation and taken measures for blocking the approaching streets. 

HENCKE 

.. Organ of the German Communist Party in Czechoslovakia. 
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No.532 
139/12613Q-32 

J/inule by an Official of the State Secretary'& Oflice (Siegfried) for 
. the Foreign Minister's Secretariat 

BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 

In reply to the British Prime Minister's wish, expressed repeatedly 
and urgently by the British Ambassador on behalf of his Govern~ 
ment, to reeeive a copy of the notes prepared by Counselor of Legation 
Schmidt on the FUhrer's conversation with Chamberlain at Berchtes~ 
gaden, the State Secretary on behalf of the Reich 1\finister answered 
the British Embassy on Sunday, September 18, about 4 p.m.54• (As· 
the Ambassador was not available, Harrison, Secretary of Embassy, 
reeeived the answer, which was as follows:) · 

1) The State Secretary has discussed the British wish with the 
Reich 1\finister, who, after consul_tation with the Fiihrer, states that 
there is no official memorandum. 

2) Counselor of Legation Schmidt has, for some considerable time,, 
had strict injunctions not to hand over memoranda on State con
versations drawn up unilaterally by him. 

3) If an exchange of such documents is intended or desired in 
conversations between leading personalities, persons must be brought 
in by each party concerned to take down notes on the conversation 
each for himself. . 

4) W-e, on the German side, are convinced that Chamberlain cor
rectly understood the Fiihrer in every respect, so that there was no 
room for misunderstandin~, and, moreover, the· Fiihrer is always 
ready to repeat what he sa1d. . 

5) Field Marshal Goring had not been in possession of the notes 
requested by the British, but only had notes by Major General 
Bodenschatz. 

6) The Reich Minister recalls thaton the occasion of his conver
sation with Lord Halifax in 1\farch last the notes prepared at the 
time and exchanged with the British led to certain misunderstand~ 
ings, so that the method of preparing notes unilaterally had not stood 
the test. It is therefore not practicable to repeat this method, but 
rather to resort to the suggestion made in point 3. 

The British Ambassador telephoned the following reply to the 
State Secretary on this communication at 7:30 p.m.: • 

1) Harrison, Secretary to the Embassy, had immediately for~ 
warded the communication to London. He-the Ambassador-was 
thereupon instructed to say that Chamberlain was very much upset 
by the news. Telegraphic instructions to the Ambassador were on 
the way, telling him to call on the State Seeretary on 1\Ionday morn
ing .and protest against the Germ~n attitude. ~hamberlain had the 
feehng that· he had been taken m. It was h1s duty to give the 
Cabinet an e:ract report of his conversation with the Fiihrer. This 

... See document No. 522, p. 830. 
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conversation had lasted 2¥2 hours and he could not be expected to 
have everything in his head. He had naturally expected that the 
memorandum of Counselor of Legation Schmidt, who had taken notes 
during the conversation, would be put at his disposal too. The 
British had complete confidence in Schmidt's comptea r611d'U8. After 
today's experience they would have to bring their own man with 
them the next time. 

[2)] The Ambassador asked the State Secretary to send him some 
kind of extract or abbreviated version of Schmidt's, or of another 
memorandum, before the protest which he must make on Monday. 
The State Secretary answered that, according to the precise instruc
tions given to him, he was not in a position to do anything. More· 
over, he hoped that Henderson's rUmarche would not amount to a 
protest, and said he was prepared to inform Berchtesgaden of the 
conversation which had taken place. 

SIEGFRIF.I> 

No. 533 
139/126139 

·The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign M ini&try 

Telegram 

URGENT LoNDON, September 19, 1938-9:10 p.m. 
No. 427 of September 19 Received September 20, 1938-12;50 a.m. 

Ambassador Grandi has just informed me of the contents of his 
conversation today with Halifax. The British Government, through 
their Minister in Prague, have communicated their plan for a peace
ful settlement of the Czechoslovak question to the Czechoslovak 
Government. A similar demarche was made by the French Minister 
in Prague. Both Governments have brought strong pressure to bear 
for acceptance, which alone will enable the Czech Government to 
prevent the complete collapse of the State. Halifax hoped that the 
answer would be received tomorrow, and that on Wednesday Mr. 
Chamberlain, the Prime Minister, can go to Godesberg for the talk 
planned with the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor. 

When Grandi asked the British Foreign Secretary whether he 
could give him any information on the contents of the plan, Halifax 
politely but firmly. refused: it was British Government's wish that 
the plan should be communicated and explained to the German 
Reich Chancellor by Chamberlain personally. Until then, therefore, 
they could make no statement whatever on its contents. 

In conclusion Italian Ambassador told me that he considered this 
••• (group missing) of the British Government very reasonable, 
and so he had made no efforts whatever to learn more details. 

KoRDT 
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No. 534 
2369/4949711 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Oeeoho&lovakia55 : 

Telegram 

No. 244 of September 19 BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 
(e.o. Pol. IV 6210)· 

Drafting Officer: Counselor of Legation Dr. Altenburg. 
Please inform Deputy Kundt, at the request of Konrad Henlein, 

that he should, without delay, get in touch with the Slovaks to 
persuade them to raise their· demands for autonomy in the course 
of tomorrow. 

ALTENBURG 

[:Marginal note:] Draft after consultation and in agreement with 
the Volk&deutsohe Mittelstelle. 

No. 535 
139/126385 

The German Minister in Bulgaria ( Rumelin) to the State Secretary 
in the German Foreign Ministry (Weizsiicker) 

SoFIA, September 19, 1938. 

DEAR HERR voN WEIZSACKER: Something occurred to me a few 
days ago about which I would like to tell you. In 1922, when, 
among other things, I was in charge of Czech affairs, Tusza 56 the 
then Czech :Minister-a former Prime :Minister-told me one day 
that during the peace negotiations :M:asaryk and Benes had st~ted 
that, in order not to have too many Germans in the new State, they 
were prepared to cede purely German areas around Eger to Germany. 

This suggestion was turned down at the time by Clemenceau und 
Lloyd George, because after the defeat no new territory might be 
given to Germany. I tell you this as it might be of use on the 
present occasion, and state that at the time two Czech Ministers in 
Sofia-Pawlu and Maxa57--eonfirmed to me the correctness"" of 
Tusza's statements. 

Kindest regards, Heil Hitler I 
Yours, RuMEr.rN 

----
.Nuremberg document 2858-PS. 
• Vlastlmil Tusar, Prime Minister, 1919-20. 
11 Bohdan Pavlu, Czech Minister in Sofia, 1922-27; Prokop Maxa, Czech l'tilnls

ter in Sofia, 1931-39. 
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No. 536 
830/195849-li'l 

Note by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister's Secretariat 

BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 
To Counselor of Legation BRuCKELMEIER, 

Grand Hotel, Berchtesgaden. 
I submit herewith: 
1) A memorandum on the plebiscite in Czechoslovakia. This 

memorandum has been drawn up by~ Herr Gaus (Min. Dir.) on the 
basis of conversations between the interested departments of the 
foreign Ministry, and with participation of representatives of the 
Sudeten German Party.- The Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle was not 
eventually represented, as its responsible members were not in 
Berlin. 
' 2) A memorandum by the Political Department of the Foreign 

· Ministry on the questions arising in connection with the plebiscite 
in the Sudeten German territory. This memorandum was drafted 
before it became known here that Imredi and Lipski were arriving 
at Obersalzberg on the 20th. This second memorandum is only in
tended for the Reich Minister and is not suitable for submission to 
other quarters. 

WoERMANN 

[Enclosure 1] 

Memorandum on the Plebiscite in Czechoslovakia 

I. 
With a view to a possible agreement with the British on the settle

ment of the Sudeten German question by a plebiscite, the following 
solution, after consultation with the representatives of the Sudeten 
German Party, should be given preference: 

1) The plebiscite area should be determined beforehand by laying 
down demarcation lines. These would comprise, on the one hand, 
the territories mainly inhabited by Germans, contiguous to the 
present Reich frontier, and on the other, the so-called German lan
guage enclaves (Briinn, Iglau, Olmi.itz, etc.). The figures for the 
population on October 28, 1918 (day of the foundation of the Czecho
slovak State), which are taken from the Austrian census of 1910, 
would serve as a basis for determining the demarcation lines. In this 
connection certain rounding off will have to be effected in the inter
ests of a clear frontier demarcation. 
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2) Anyone born in the plebiscite territory up to and including 
October 28, 1918, would be entitled to vote. In this way it will be 
possible to eliminate the effects of the displacements of population 
which have taken place in Czechoslovakia since 1918 for political 
reasons. Besides, proof of birth in the plebiscite area, and conse
quently of the right to vote, is easily furnished by documentary 
evidence .. 

3) The Czechoslovak troops and State police must leave the 
plebiscite area forthwith. It would mean no delay worth mention
ing if, in their place, an occupation force of British, Italian, and 
possibly French military contingents were to enter the territory. 
This idea is particularly appropriate as it would facilitate accept
ance by the Czechs of the demand for evacuation of the area. 

4) The maintenance of public order and the holding of the plebis
cite should be effected by the Sudeten German police authorities 
who could be placed under the general supervision of an international 
commission, probably also composed of British, Italians, and, pos
sibly, Frenchmen. 

5) The plebiscite should be carried out by communes. The result 
of the plebiscite is to be decided, however, both for the block settle
ment area and also for each language enclave, on the uniform prin
ciple of an absolute majority of the votes cast. After the establish
ment of the result the plebiscite area can be occupied at once by the 
State for which the majority opted. 

This proposal is the only one which makes possible a practical, 
simple, and speedy decision with regard to the ·future frontiers. It 
has, in particular, the advantage that it renders superfluous negotia
tions regarding the final frontier or its delimitation by an interna
tional authority. However, as has already been stated, it lays down 
the condition that demarcation lines shall be so determined that they 
can, at the same time, represent the future frontier of the Reich. 
As the language frontier follows a quite irregular line, with numer
ous deep reentrants and salients (particularly in North Moravia), 
it is inevitable that the demarcation line, to conform to the needs of 
a State frontier, must to a certain extent include in the plebiscite 
zone territory inhabited by the Czechs. If necessary, it could be 
considered whether, as compensation for this inclusion of Czech ter
ritory, claim to certain German-language enclaves could be fore-
gone in principle. • 

A map with demarcation lines which embodies the above points 
of view has been prepared by the Sudeten German Party, and the 
sole copy available has already been sent to Berchtesgaden. 

II. 

In the event of the British rejecting this simple and easy proce
dure and if, notwithstanding, an attempt be made to reach an 
agreement, the question is to be considered of holding a plebiscite, 

191GU-4t-vol. ll-59 
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without a previous determination of demarcation lines, in all com
munes of the "historic provin~s" (Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia-pos
sibly excluding the Teschen area-) which, according to the census 
of 1910, possessed a German majority (or even a minority of at least 
20 percent). The assessment of the results of the plebiscite and the 
delimitation of the frontiers must then be carried out by an authority 
~;till to be designated. Hence, the difficult question immediately 
arises as to what this authority shall be and on what principles it 
should make its decisions. In any case it must be envisaged that, 
with this procedure, the final decision may be subject to considerable 
delay, during which time the population groups involved would be 
in ,a continuous state of unrest. 

In the case of this solution it would further be necessary to con
t~mplate a special settlement for the Hultschin territory,118 which is 
inhabited by a population whose language is Czech but whose sym

' pathies are German. This could probably only be effected by an 
-immediate annulment of the cession which was enacted without 
consultation of the inhabitants under the dictated Treaty of Vet·-

. sailles. The same procedure could then alSo be applied to the areas 
which, pursuant to the dictated Treaty of Saint Germain,1"1 were 
taken from the provinces of Upper and Lower Austria without ref
erence to the population and adjudicated to Czechoslovakia. 

[Enclosure 2] 

Memorandum by 'he Political Department of the Fo1'eign Ministry 
·on the Questions Arising in Connection With the Plebiscite in the 
Sudeten German 1'erritory 

BERLIN-, September 19, 1938. 
The memorandum submitted today on the possibilities for a. plebi

scite in, and frontier delimitation of, the Sudeten German territory, 
leaves undecided the question of the fate of the Rump Czech 
Stute, the questions arising in Slovakia and, finally, the question of 
Eastern Silesia (Tesche~ area) .119• The following may be mentioned 
in this connection:. 

I. Much as we a.re interested primarily in the fate of the Sudeten 
Germans and the fate of the Rump Czechoslovak State, we should 
not, from considerations of foreign policy, leave it entirely to other 

• The Hultschln (Hlu<!ln) enclave-to the north of the Industrial Mlihrlsch· 
Ostrau area-had a population of 50,000, of whom about 80 percent spoke a 
.Moravian-czech dialect. 

• The Treaty of St. Germaln-en-Laye, September 10, 1919, establh1bed the tron· 
tiers of the succession States to the defunct Austro-Hungarlan Empire. 

•• See footnote 86, p. 817. 
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States (Italy, Great Britain) to advocate a fulfillment of the Polish 
and Hungarian wishes. Just as Mussolini has already, in his Trieste 
speech,Go made himself spokesman for the Hungarian and Polish 
demands, we too should find a formula to make known our so,idarity 
with the wishes of these two States. 

II. As regards the fate of the Rump Czech State the most far
reaching alternative, namely, that of annexation, is, for the moment, 
excluded from the scale of possible solutions, which extends from 
simple annexation to acquiescence in complete State independence, 
with or without international guarantee, or otherwise.the discussion 
on the conditions governing the right of self-determination for the 
Sudeten Germans would be pointless. 

The Sudeten German Party has already, as I hear in confidence, 
submitted a proposal to the Fuhrer which considers the various con
tingencies, and voices the opinion that the solution lies in an inde~ 
pendent Czech State with special ties to the German Reich. In this 
connection it is envisaged that the Rump Czech State should be 
bound to the German Reich by an economic and customs union· and 
be subject to German military supremacy. On the other hand, this 
proposal of the Sudeten German Party does not seem to envisage 
German intervention in the sphere of the police and in that of race 
policy, etc. At the same time, the concept of an international guar
antee is rejected, as thi~ could lead to continuous interference by the' 
guarantor Powers. 

The demand for the establishment of German military supremacy 
would naturally include within itself the demand for a denunciation 
of the Czechoslovak alliances directed against Germany. If a pro
gram so far reaching as the one here demanded by the Sudeten Ger
man Party is not desirable or practicable at the moment, the cl~im 
for the denunciation of these alliances should be made independently. 

III. With regard to the East Silesian area (Teschen), we ought 
probably to support the settlement Poland desires, although the1·e 
is a German minority in this territory also. 

IV. According to a statement by the Hungarian Minister, an 
agrp('ment between Poland and Hungary is under discussion, pur
suant to which, besides the Teschen territory, certain small terri
tories on the Polish-Slovak frontier will go to Poland. For the 
rest, according to this same source, Poland has disinterested herself 
in Slovakia. 

Naturally it remains of considerable political importance to Ger
many what solution is found for the Slovak question. At the same 
time it can be assumed forthwith that the Hungarian fringe, with 

• Se1•tember 18, 1038; ct. document No. 495, p. 806. 
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or without plebiscite, will go to Hungary. With regard to the 
Pressburg area, German claims should probably not be put forward, 
although the town of Pressburg itself, as a town in a predominantly 
Magyar district, had, at any rate before the war, a German majority. 
It is said that Hungary has already been given assurances to this 
effect by authoritative German quarters. 

As regards the rest of Slovakia, the Hungarian aim is doubtless' 
that this should go to Hungary; to be sure, with a large measure of 
uutonomy. ·we should not oppose this aim. The argument adduced 
against this, that hereby a common frontier would be established 
between Hungary and Poland, should not deter us. If a plebiscite 
were to be held in this territory, and !he questionnaire put: "Do you 
wish to join Hungary@ Do you wish to form an independent State~, 
or "Do you still wish to remain in a Rump Czechoslovakia¥" it can
not be foreseen with certainty what the result would be. In any 
case, an option for Hungary is not to be anticipated with certainty. 

V. Finally, there must be a special settlement regarding the 
Ukrainians in Czechoslovakia. 

VI. The settlement of the Sudeten German question should in no 
}Vise be delayed by the taking up and discussion of the questions 
treated above. Hence, in the conversations with the British, an 
endeavor is to be made to obtain a temporary differentiation between 
the Sudeten German prchlem ort the one hand and the rem&ining 
problems on the other. This must be made palatable to the Hun· 
garians and Poles. 

WoERHANN 

No. 537 
139/126161-62 

The British Ambas.~ador in Germany (Henderson) to the State 
Secretary (W eizsiicker )61 

BERLIN, September 19, 1938. 

MY DEAR STATE SECRE'l'ARY: I have been instructed by Lord 
Halifax to tell you tha~ he is most reluctant to convey to the P~in~e 
Minister, who, he feels, would most properly be resentful, the mtl· 
mativn which you m&de yesterday to a Secretary of this Embassy 
in regard to the record made by Dr. Schmidt of the conversation 
between the Reich Chancellor and Mr. Neville Chamberlain at 
Berchtesgaden.62 

• In English in the original. 
• See documents Nos. 522 and 532, pp. 830 and 839. }'or the 1·ecord lt:.~elf, see 

document No. 487, p. 786. 
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The Prime Minister naturally assumed that he would receive a 
copy of this record; indeed if he had for a moment thought other
wise, he would of course have arranged for an interpreter of his own 
to be present. In point of fact, before the Prime Minister . and his 
advisers left Berchtesgaden the latter actually asked members of the 
German delegation how soon the record would be available, and the 
only point raised by the German delegation was that the Chancellor 
must see ·it first. Had Mr. Chamberlain then been .aware ·of the 
attitude which it is now proposed to adopt, he would certainly have 
made the strongest possible protest against it. 

In conclusion, I am to point out that the decision which is said 
to have been arrived at as a result of the discussions last March, but 
of which neither the Embassy here nor the Foreign Office in London 
h~s had any intimation whatsoever, cannot in any sense be regarded 
as a justification for the attitude which is now being adopted. 

Yours sincerely, NEVILE HENDERSON 
[Marginal note:] Dictated by telephone to. competent official at 

Berchtesgaden for submission to State Secretary. Copy sent to office 
of RM and U.S.S. SI[EGFRIEn], September 19. 

No. 538 
1632/389795 

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

A/1357 Moscow, September 19, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6299) 

Subject: Rumors of a Soviet-Rumanian agreement to support 
Czechoslovakia. 

Reference to instruction of the lOth instant-Pol. IV 5887/38.83 

It has not been possible to ascertain any confirmation here about 
the conclusion of an agreement between the Soviet Unio~1 and Ru
mania to the ·effect that Rumania has given the Soviets permission 
to fly over their territory and transport troops and war materials 
through the country, while the Soviets have renounced claimS" to 
Bessarabia for 25 years. 

According to information available here, Rumania will not permit 
the passage of Soviet troops. On the other hand, it can be assumed 
that Rumania will permit the passage of Soviet aircraft, though 
perhaps only under protest. Only one line could be used to forward 
war material by rail and that one is technically in poor condition. 

• Not printed. 
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It cannot therefore be expected that large consignments of war 
material can be dispatched by rail from the Soviet Union to Czecho
slovakia via Rumania. 

See also the memorandum by von Herwarth, Secretary to the Lega
tion, submitted to the Foreign Ministry on September 12 of this 

· year.8• 

ScHULENBURG 

No. 539 
139/126163 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsacker) for the Under State 
Secretary (Woermann) 

BERLIN, Septembet• 20, 1938. 
The British Ambassador called on me at 10 o'clock this morning, 

to make the following statement to me: 
The British Government is not at the moment in a position to 

·state the exact time of Chamberlain's arrival in Godesberg. The 
fixing of the time still depends upon the Czech answer to yesterday's 
British demarche.65 London wishes to know what Prague thinks 
before there is any meeting in Godesberg. In these circumstances 
a meeting could hardly be anticipated before Wednesday afternoon. 
The British Prime Minister wishes now on this occasion to give the 
most emphatic assurance that this announcement does not imply any 
element of uncertainty regarding Britain's political attitude or 
uny evasion or wavering. The situation must not be disturbed by 
action of any sort before the meeting takes place. It is also to be 
urgently recommended that our press should adopt a somewhat 
calmer tone. .At this last suggestion I openly laughed at Henderson ; 
the rest I promised Henderson to transmit at once to Obersalzberg. 
I took the transmission in hand immediately after . 

.At about 2 o'clock Henderson telephoned to me again to say that 
the Prime Minister knew that the Czechs could not reply before the 
early afternoon, when the most important members of the British 
Cabinet would meet, so that an announcement to us regarding the 

· time of the Godesberg interview was only to be expected in the 
latter part of the afternoon. This information, too, I at once tru.ns
mitt~d to the.Obersalzberg. 

WEIZSACKEB 

.. This may refer to document No. 411. p. 666, which was handed by Schulenburg 
to the Foreign Ministry on September 2 (not 12). 

• See document No. 523, p. 831. 
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No. 540 
2369/494982-83 

1'he German AmbfUJsador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Minutry 

PV 47/9.38 WARsAw, September 20, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6298) 

l'OLI'l'ICAL REPORT 

Subject: Poland's more active attitude in the Czechoslovak question. 
The Polish attitude toward the Czech problem has become con

siderably more active during the last few days. At the very outset, 
it is true, the claim was put forward here that the Poles must receive 
concessions in the Teschen region 66 of Silesia equal to those secured 
by the Sudeten Germans, but the Polish Government has hitherto 
refrained from making any special statement of its position. Only 
when, after the discussion in Berchtesgaden,67 the impression was 
created here that the assent of the Western Powers to a plebiscite 
in the Sudeten German regions was to be expected, does M. Beck 
seem to have decided to adopt a stronger and more outspoken line. 
It is clear that he had become anxious that Poland might arrive too 
]ate on the scene, and that an international settlement might come 
into force which would be limited to a solution of the Sudeten prob
lem, leaving the other minorities out of account. Accordingly, as 
early as the 16th instant, Polish demarches were undertaken in the 
capitals of the European powers concerned, reminding them cate
gorically of the existence of the Polish demands. Further, the man
ning of the Polish-Czech frontier was ordered. When M. Beck 
communicated this to me on the 17th instant, he observed that it 
amounted to nothing more than a step occasioned by the crossi:n'g of 
the frontier by numerous deserters and by the far-reaching Czech 
military measures, but in taking it they, on the Polish side, wished 
to "avoid any demonstration." 

This reserve, too, has in the meantime been deliberately given up. 
After it had become known here that the new Anglo-French plan 
contemplated a cession of the undoubtedly German territory ot'the 
Sudetenland without a plebiscite, the demand was raised yesterday 
through diplomatic channels by the Poles, in their turn, for a fron- · 
tier revision without plebiscite. At the same time the statement was 
issued through the Government press that no power on earth could 
prevent the union of Polish territory beyond the Olsa with the 

• See footnote 86, p. 817. 
" On September 15, 1938. 
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mother country, "independently of the form assumed by the final 
settlel!lent of the German-Czech conflict." This tendency found 
even clearer expression at a mass demonstration in Kattowitz, ar
ranged in avowed accord with the Government, at which the resolu
tion was adopted that "the moment had come for freeing the Poles 
beyond the Olsa and that this territory must at once be given back 
to Poland." The above-mentioned military measures on the Polish
Czech frontier now also assumed the character of a demonstration, 
today's press containing an official communication announcing very 
conspicuously that special formations of the frontier guards had 
undertaken the protection of the Polish-Czechoslovak frontier. This 
evening, however, an article circulated by the semiofficial press 
agency, laTera, goes still further, the papers receiving express in
structions to print it. In this article the demand for the Teschen 
territory is once more repeated in the strongest language and ex
pression given to Poland's determination to liberate it, if necessary, 
by armed force. · 

l\IOLTKE 

No. 541 
330/195872 

Letter From the Pri·m.e Minister of Hungary (/mredy) to the 
. Fuhrer 

' 
SEPTEMBER 20, 1938. 

FuHRER AND REICH CHANCELLOR: Information has reached us re-
cently, not only through the press but also from other sources, that 
the Czechoslovak question is to be settled with the utmost consider
ation for the interests of the Sudeten German population, but that, 
on the other hand, the demands of the Hungarian, Polish, and other 
nationalities are not to be considered in any way. 

I certainly do not need to draw your attention to the fact that 
such a settlement would not only arouse the greatest indignation in 
Hungarian public opinion but would also be opposed by the Hun
garian Government most energetically. We have brought this point 
of view to the notice of both the British and French Governments 
in no uncertain terms.67• 

For Your Excellency"s personal information, I should like to add 
that the Hungarian Government will oppose, with all the means at 
their disposal, any solution ignoring the interests of the Hungarian 
minority, and will not shrink from resorting to measures which lie 
outside the diplomatic sphere of action • 

.. Ct. document No. 551, p. 860. 
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·we know that we shall not remain alone in this struggle, and are 
convinced that our point of view will be completely understood by 
Your Excellency. 

With the highest regard, 

139/126165 

. IMREDY 
Royal-Hungarian Prime: Minister 

No. 542 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 403 of September 20 PRAGUE, September 20, 1938-4:05 p.m. 
Received September 20, 1938-o :15 p.m. 

With reference to telegram of the 2oth, No. 401.88 

1) Report, according to which Czechoslovak Government has de· 
cided to accept Anglo-French proposals,89 has in the meantime been 
circulated by usually well-informed journalistic and diplomatic 
circles here. 

One of those present at the Cabinet meeting confidentially in
formed a member of the Legation that the meeting had been a dra
matic one and that several Ministers had left in tears. 

2) Czechoslovak Government now seems concerned to fi.il.d lan
guage suggesting patriotic withdrawal which will be intelligible to 
Cz~ch people, with some such phrases as security of the integrity of 
the Czech people. Account is taken of danger of revolution stirred 
up by Communists and Czech chauvinists in event of some glib and 
hurried statement by the Government regarding acceptance of pro· 
posals. People are, therefore, to be gradually prepared for new 
situation, for which wireless and press are making use of British 
and French views. Press today already shows signs of this gradual 
preparation. 

3) Possibility of serious internal conflict none the less present on 
considerable scale. Beran 70 is one of the Czech politicians who could 
perhaps influence their people in favor of a German settlement and, 
in given circumstances, might take over leadership. I would, there
fore, suggest that-as far as this seems consistent with our political 
line-indulgence might provisionally be shown to Beran in the mat
ter of personal attacks (Vienna radio). 

• Not printed. 
• See document No. 528, p. 831. 
" Rudolf Beran, the leader of the Czech Agrarian Party. See also footnote 28, 

p. 115, and footnote 89, p. 141. 
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4) Intense bitterness prevails among the population against 
France, already giving rise to quarrels with French nationals. 

HENCU 

No. 543 
139/126168-67 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Ozechoswvakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Minilstry 

'.felegram 

NQ. 404 of September 20 PRAGUE, September 20, 1938-6:20 p.m. 
Received September 20, 1938-8:30 p.m. 

In reply to telegram No. 244 of the 19th, Pol. IV 6210.72 
Instructions to Deputy Kundt carried out this morning. Kundt 

stated he had already established contact a few days ago with the 
Slovak People's Party on his own initiative on the lines of Henlein's 
wishes. The result was the communique of the Slovak People's 
Party, published today, announcing the following demands, decided 
on the 19th instant: 

"1) Full respect for the individuality of the Slovak people and 
the Slovak language. 

"2) Immediate and definite solution of the Slovak question on the 
basis of the Treaty of Pittsburgh 73 and of the last parliamentary 
motion of the Slovak People's Party with legislative (group miss
ing) might be Provincial Government [Landtag] for Slovakia.." 

The communique, which is doubtless influenced by strong con
sideration for the Prague Government, states that the Slovak Peo
ple's Party had concluded neither written nor· verbal agreements in 
collaboration with non-Slovak political parties. Further, attempts 
at a solution of the State's nationality problem by bloodshed or force 
are condemned in the communique, and the conviction is expressed 
that finally good relations would be established between the Czechs 
and the Slovaks, and thus the Czechoslovak State would be strength
ened within and without. The communique concludes : 

"We want a free and· satisfied Slovak people, autonomous and 
happy Slovakia, unified Czechoslovak Republic. .May God help us 
to achieve this." · 

Kundt will try to establish contact again with the Slovak People's 
Party and induce them to formulate their demands for autonomy 
more sharply. However, he is skeptical about the success of his 
eft'orts, as it is probable that the Slovak People's Party wants con-

n Document No. 584, p. 841 • 
.,. See footnote 4, p. 63. 
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tinuance of close relations with the Government. Sidor,u chief sup
porter of the autonomy movement, is at present completely without 
influence. 

HENCKE 
' 

No. 544 
139/126160 

Minute by the State S6Cretary (Weizaiicker) 

BERLIN, September 20, 1938. 
As instructed by the Reich Minister, I transmitted to the British 

Ambassador on the evening of the 19th instant a letter 75 from the 
Reich Minister setting forth the reasons which have hitherto weighed 
against the handing over to the British of a copy of the record of 
the conversation between the Fiihrer and Chamberlain. "6 

On the morning of the 20th instant I then stated to the Ambassa
dor, on the occasion of his visit to the Foreign Ministry, referring 
to the attached letter,77 that I had found .this letter already in Berlin 
on my return yesterday. It would be better that I should not sub
mit it at all to th'e Reich Minister, for expressions such as protest 
and the like would certainly not make matters any better. Hend.:-t'
son wanted to take up the question again, but I dissuaded him from 
this, pointing out that Dr. Schmidt would hand his record to the 
British delegation on Wednesday in Godesberg. In future, proce
dure must be in accordance with our last suggestion. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 545 
1613/387101-02 

1'he German Charge d'Affai-res i1L Oz.echo11lovakia (Henclce) to an 
Officiol, of Political Division IV in the Gennan ]:loreign Ministry 
(Altenburg) 

PRAGUE, September 20, 19:{8. 
(Pol. I 2273 g (IV)) 

lh:AR AJ,1'ENBURG: At the moment. it is extraordinarily difficult 
for us to estimate to what extent conditions prevailing in the Sudeten 
German territory do or do not run counter to Reich-German views. 
In these circumstances we can only depict the situation objectively 

" See footnote 47, p. 125. 
" Not printed, but see document No. 532, p. 839. 
"Document No. 487, p. 786. 
"This must refer to the letter from Sir Nevile Henderson to the State Secre

tarl". document No. 537. n. 84ft 
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as it presents itself to us. There can be no doubt that the departure 
··of the leaders of the Party is viewed as flight by the Sudeten Ger
man population remaining behind in the country. .Among the 
numerous Sudeten Germans w~o are now in daily communication 
with the Legation, and whom one meets in other circumstances, I 
have not found a single individual who could attain even to the 
slightest degree of understanding of the attitude of the Sudeten 
German leaders, or wlto could find a word of justification for them. 
I need not waste any words in assuring you that we, naturally, do 
nothing to strengthen these people in their view. One thing, how
ever, is certain, and that is that not a single man believes the Ger
ptan wireless reports, representing Henlein as a Haroun-al-Rashid 
in the Sudeten German territory. You have no idea of the extent 
of the crisis in confidence actually prevailing here regarding the 
leadership of the Sudeten German Party. Deputy Kundt and his 
colleagues, who have remained in Prague, have today actually im
plored the liaison officer of the Legation that we might at least do 
.something to secure that the German wireless should do rather fuller 
justice to the facts of the situation in this country. To bring back 
the Sudeten German Party officials now in Germany would produce 
an unfavorable psychological effect upon the Germans remaining 
here. They would, as a. result, lose confidence in the veracity of the 
German reportS, which do in fact contain many easily demonstrable 
errors reg&l'ding conditions here. Thus, on the one hand, as a result 
of German wireless propaganda, the Sudeten Germans are uneasy 
at the thought that the Reich lends such strong support to the very 
men by whom they feel that they have been abandoned in their hour 
of need, without having received any clear instructions, ete. On the 
other hand, German propaganda supplies Czechs and Communists 
with the necessary material to make the division within the ranks 
of the Sudeten German movement still wider. Speeches like those 
of Sebekovsky and Sandner78 are not taken seriously. In this coun
try, at all events, they produce no effect. 

I can quite well imagine that all these perhaps purely local aspects 
of affairs are of little importance in the framework of our great 
political designs, and that this entails consciously putting up with 
any small blemishes that we may find. I regard it, however, as my 
duty to give you, dear friend, at least an objective presentation of 
conditions here. If you consider it expedient that I should report 
officially on them, I will send a telegram of a suitable kind. In the 
meantime, please regard this information as confidential. 

Yours sincerely, and Heil Hitler! 
HENCKE 

• Presumably Profe!!SOr Fritz Sander. 
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No. 546 
189/126175 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to .the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

BucHAREsT, September 20, 1938-7: 15 p.m. 
Received September 20, 1938-10:35 p.m. 

No. 188 of September 20 
The Polish Ambassador79 also confirmed to me that no agreement 

of any kind has been reached between Rumania and Russia regard
ing the right of passage. He knew that the matter had not even 
been discussed. In his ·conversation with Comnen in Geneva, Lit
vinov had not so much as referred to the question. Ambassador 
added, as an ally of Rumania, he knew this to be so. French :Min
ister had made two demarches vis~a-vis the acting Rumanian Foreign 
:Minister. He had no information J;egarding the second of these. 
The first was concerned with well-known Stefani telegram regarding 
the right of passage. Frenchman asked for dementi to be given to 
report. Acting Foreign Minister refused as it would have implied 
that concession of passage was a possibility. Moreover, it was not 
France but Soviet Russia who had a right to make such a demand. 
The Pole believes that Rumania will remain neutral in a conflict if 
she possibly can. Even if Hungary, in conjunction with the occupa
tion of Sudeten German territory by the Reich, were to march into 
Czechoslovakia, neither Rumania nor Yugoslavia would march. 

We are not to take Rumania's measures of military preparation 
too seriously. Neither Army nor Air Force are ready for action. 

He had previously protested against the transit flight of Ru~?siall 
aircraft, but without result, as the transit flight of planes purchased 
from Czechoslovakia was allowed by international law. Poland 
had ascertained that numerous Czech flying officers and crews had 
traveled through Poland in a west-to-east direction and these were, 
in many cases, the same individuals as those who flew the aircraft. 
Further, Czech air engines had been transported through Poland 
to Russia to be mounted on Russian airframes. In Bessarabia .. six: 
Russian officers are said to have been arrested as spies. 

FABRICIUS 

"Count Roger Raczynski, 1988--40. 
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No. 547 
1848/3911i79 

Memorandum by th8 Head of the Economic Department (Wiehl) 
- for th8 State Secretary 

liEMORANDUX 

CONFIDENTIAl. BE1lLIN, September 20, 1938. 
The incorporation of the Sudeten German territories is, regarded 

from a purely economic point of view, an advantage insofar as it 
will materially increase German output in wood and lignite. The 
incorporation of the distressed Sudeten German finished-article in
dustries, principally gl11.ss and textile, heavily dependent upon ex
port, is more in the nature of a burden. lloreover, Sudeten German 
territory, as regards agricultural production, that is foodstuffs, is 
an exporting (~Otmtry. ThP- economic advantages and disadvantages 
of incorporation might thus in normal times balance one another. 
In our present situation (very urgent need of wood; food supplies 
assured) the advantages predominate. 

The Rump of Czechoslovakia (without the foreign border 
regions and without Slovakia) would represent a self-supporting 
economic area. It contains important and productive industries, 
such as pit coal and heavy industries (llii.hrisch-Ostrau and Skoda) 
sugar and paper manufactures, as well as agriculture, with which it 
could feed its own population. 

An economic union (tariff and curt-ency union) between the Reich 
and the Rump of Czechoslovakia wo1tld be also economically an 
advantage for us. It would, however, be s;rnonymous with the sur
render of the economic and, to a large extent, the political inde
pendence of the Rump of Czechoslovakia. A tariff union without 
a currency union would be technically difficult to carry out (separate 
control of foreign exchange, control of foreign trade) and would 
hardly signify any economic advantage. 

This based only on a summnry examination, a more detailed memo
randum follows. 80 

Submitted to the State ~rt>tnty (in duplicnte). 
Wn:HL 

• See d()('ument No. 006. p. 86ri. 
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No. 548 
621/250630--31 

1'he German Charge d'Affaires in Fmnce (Brauer) to the GeNnat& 

A3738 

Foreign M iniBtry : 

PARis, September 20, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6363/38) 

Subject: Lecture by Deputy Montigny 81 "Shall France go to war 
for Czechoslovakia¥'' · 

I should like to ca11 special attention to the enclosed cutting from 
Le Temps of September 21,82 as the statements of Deputy Montigny 
quoted in it sum up excellently all the arguments which are daiJy 
used by us here. The fact that Le Temps reports Deputy Montigny's 
speech in such detail might be taken as a sign that the arguments 
used are being given more and more consideration here. 

M. Montigny says roughly as follows : If, as in 1914, Germany 
forces France to defend her Alsatian brothers, naturally no French
man would hesitate for a moment. But if it is a matter of inter, 
vening in an armed conflict in which the French frontier is after 
all respected, it is one's duty first to give the matter careful con
sideration. He, 1\Iontigny, would strive to the utmost before public 
opinion and in Parliament to prevent Wltr on account of Czecho
slovakia. This war would mean a violent struggle, lasting seveml 
years, which the French soldier would have to fight practically alone. 
He would have to hold out until Great Britain had again assembled 
and trained a large at·my, and until the United States succeeded in 
altering her public opinion. In addition, France would perhaps 
have to fight on five fronts, namely, the eastern frontier, the Alpine 
and Pyrenees frontiers, in Tunisia, and in Spanish Morocco. Mon
tigny goes on to say that from a strictly legal point of view the 
weakness of the Franco-Czech Treaty and its inapplicability to a 
situation arising from a civil war can be proved. On moral grounds, 
however, it appears more correct to state that the letter and spirit 
of the treaty clearly show that it is a matter of a treaty of assistance 
within the framework of article 16 of the League of Nations 
Covenant, that is, within the framework of collective security. 
France, therefore, is only obliged to take action when the J..eague 
of Nations is in a position to guarantee this collective security. If 
this is not the case, neither a legal nor a moral obligation exists, and 
France has the right to act fxclusivt>ly aceording to her own interests. 

"Jean Montlgny, Deputy for S ·.he since 1!)24 (Radical Socialist): advocate 
at Paris Court of Appeal, 

• Not printed. 
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},rench security, however, continues llontigny, is completely recon· 
cilable with a Czechoslovakia reduced in size by the separation of 
the Sudeten German aret\s-a Czechoslovakia which had, moreover, 
accepted a federative status, the logical consequence of which could 
be a guaranteed neutrality. 

The deputy answers the argument that by her present noninter
vention France is repeating the error of Sadowa, with the remark 
that intervention at the present moment would be either too late or 
too e~Lrly; too late, because the balance of power, which untilllarch 
1936 w~LS in France's favor, was not taken advantage of in time; too 
early, because, if Germany's desire for hegemony in Europe is fur
tiler manifested, Germany herself will call into being a great counter
coalition of interests and fears. In the meantime, however, the 
workers of France must devote themselves again to hard work, the 
State must restore its authority, and Great Britain must introduce 
general conscription. 

No. 549 
13D/12fi1M-85 

The German Charge d'Atfairu in Great Britain Th. (Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

• Telegram 

No. 430 of September 21 LoNI)(>:N, September 21,1938-5:20 a.m. 
Received September 21, 1938---7:15 p.m. 

The British Government have announced so firmly in Prague their 
joint course of action agreed last Sunday with the French Ministers 
that it deserves special recognition. They did not allow themselves 
to be influenced by any tricks of :M. BeneS. The communique just 
given out at the Foreign Office press conference, that the Czechs have 
unconditionally accepted the plan, demonstrates Chamberlain's com
plete success. 

In this morning's press, as well as in conversations with English
men, a new factor appears in the hope that the settlement of the 
Sudeten German question may be a steppingstone for a real Anglo
German understanding. In spite of the outcry of the Opposition, 
which was to be expected on the ground of party politics now that 
the decision has been made, there is a predominant desire even in 
Leftist t'ircles for steps at last to be taken by both sides to secure 
a durable peace to Europe and the world •. The Opposition, which 
has suddenly regained its tongue (Labor Party, Trade-unions, Sin
clair Liberals, Lloyd George, and Churchill), naturally attempts to 
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incite the public against Chamberlain, claiming that he had quailed 
at the ultimatum of Dictator Hitler and had wounded British self
esteem. In this connection, I refer you to the leading article in 
today's Times, which gives a very clear rebuff to these intrigues. 
I have it on the best authority that Chamberlain is going to 'Godes
berg with such a fund of good will toward Germany as no British 
statesman before him has had. Should he succeed in settling the 
Czech question, and thereby lay the foundation stone of an Anglo
German understanding, he will the:a wield a weapon which will en
able him to defeat any opposition in this country. I am informed 
on good authority that, if this happens, the idea is being considered 
of dissolving Parliament and holding a general election. With the 
election slogan "An understanding with Germany," the Government 
can also be quite certain of putting out of business politically all 
those clamorers who have hitherto opposed any idea of such a recon
ciliation. 

On the other hand, a sensible reaction can be registered to the 
articles, presumably in yesterday's Volkischer Beobachter and. in 
various other newspapers, which advocate the complete disappear
ance of Czechoslovakia. In this connection, I would mention The 
Times and Daily Telegraph. 

KoRDT · 

No. 550 
330/195792 

Unsigned llfinuteB3 

SEP'!'E~IBER 21, 1938. 
11:40 [a.m.] 

Message from Bayreuth : 
Silesian Sector: During the night of September 20/21, 1938, the 

l\Iasaryk Building, which had been converted and installed as a 
Czech signal station, was attacked and partly reduced to ashes in 
spite of heavy fire from machine guns. 

Neuendorf: Czech Customhouse. burned to the ground. Two 
Czechs killed, two taken prisoner!'!. Own casualties ni]. The other 
actions were terminated by the Supreme Headquarters of the 1V ehr-
macht. · 

Kindly forward this message to : 
1. Ministry of Propaga~da 
2. Staff Office of Field Marshal Goring. llttention 

Oberregierungsrat Hiiter 
----

.. This i~ a si.ngle typt>~~ii?t sheet from the Under State' Secretary's files, and 
bears an undecipherable m1bal, but no Indication of origin. 

797664--49-vol. II-tO 
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No. 551 
139/126189 

The German Jlinilster in Hungary (Erdman.n8®rff) to t'M German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

1l'BGE...~T BUDAPEST, September 21, 193S-4 :36 p.m. 
No. 95 of September 21 Received September 21, 1938-7:15 p.m. 

Foreign Minister told me: Hungarian Minister London had given 
Cadogan a memorandum to the effect that the Hungarian Govem· 
ment objected to discrimination against Hungarian minority in 
·czechoslovakia and would support the latter's rights with all means 
in their power. Last night Halifax gave Hungarian :Minister a 
written answer, saying that the British Government had noted the 
Hungarian demand. At present, however, only the Sudeten Gennan 
question could be settled, as peace or war depended on it; the British 
Gov~rnment relied on Hungary not to take any precipitate action; 
question of Hungarian minority in Slovakia could not be discussed 
and settled until later. 

Kanya remarked that Hungarian Government, who had associated 
themselves with the Polish demarche of September 16,u insisted on 
immediate solution and would inform London accordingly. 

ERDKANNSDORFF 

No. 552 
189/126188 

The German Amba8sador in the SO'Viet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 196 ~f September 21 Moscow, September 21, 1938-6:57 p.m. 
Received September 21, 1938-7:15 p.m. 

In a telegram from Geneva describing the atmosphere prevalent 
there bwutia expresses the hope that Prague will reject London 
plan and fight; brings up idea that if blood is shed in Central 
Europe, France will not be able to escape fulfilling her treaty obli· 
gations. Pra'IJda states Soviet Union indifferent to question which 
imperialist brigana falls upon this or that colony, this or that inde
pel!.dent state, for she sees no difference between Gennan and British 
brigands. 

SCHULENBURG 

• See document No. 501, p. 811. 
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No. 553 
139/126191-9~ 

Note From the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 21, 1938. 

The Polish Counselor of Embassy handed to me at 8 :40 this eve
ning the three attached documents, which we agreed should be for
warded to Berchtesgaden. 

[Enclosure] 

MEMORANDUM 

'VOERMANN 

PoLISH EMBASSY 
The Polish Ambassador is instructed to inform the German Gov~ 

ernment that the Polish Government presented a note this afternoon 
to tlie British Government, as well as one to the Czechoslovak 
Government. 

The text of the two notes is attached. 
Further, the Polish Government has made a written demarche in 

Paris, in which it is demanded that the full consideration necessary 
should be given to the interests of the Polish population in Czecho
slovakia, in like measure as to those of the Sudeten German popu
lation. 

In this same note to the French Government, the Polish Govern
ment point out that their experiences in the years 1919 to 1921 have 
left them with no faith at all in Czechoslovak promises or assur
ances. The Polish Government lay stress, moreover, on their mis
trust as regards the efficacy of the steps which have been taken as 
a result of the conversations C!trried on in London during the last 
few days. 

[Subenclosure 1] .. 
1'eaJt of Note Handed Today, September 21, 1938, to the British 

Government by the Polish Ambassador in London 

ExcELLENCE: Dans rna demarche du 19 septembre cr.84• j'ai eu 
l'honneur d'informer le Gouvernement de sa Majesta Britannique de 
l'attitude de mon Gouvernement vis-a-vis du problema de Ia minorit.e 
polonaise en Tchecoslovaquie • 

... Abbreviation for courat1t. 
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J'ai tenu particulierement a souligner qu'en se basant sur le prin
eipe de l'egalite de traitement de toutes les minorites en cause, le 
Gouvernement Polonais serait oblige de demander pour Ies territoires 
habites par une population de langue polonaise !'application des 
memes mesures qui seraient acceptees pour Ies territoires des Sudetes. 

En confirmant ce point de vue, Ie Gouvernement Polonais ne 
s'inspire pas seulement du principe d'equite, mais il est aussi con- 1 
vaincu que Ia crise en Europe Centrale ne pourra etre resolue d'une 
fa~n definitive sans la solution de tous les problemes minoritaires 
en Tchecoslovaquie. 

Le Gouvernement Polonais est fermement persuade que cette solu
t~on ne peut etre realisee qu'en tenant" compte des justes revendications 
de tous Ies groupes nationaux, et parmi ceux-ci du groupe polonais 

· et hongrois. 
Je tiens a informer Votre Excellence que, dans le cas ou ce point 

de vue ne serait pas accepte, le Gouvernement Polonais se verrait 
oblige, a son plus grand regret, de faire toutes ses reserves quant 
a Ia collaboration eventuelle dans le reglement projete des problemes 
en question. 

Veuillez agreer • • • 

[Subenclosure 2] 

Te:tt of Note Handed Today, September fl, 1938, to the Czerlwtlo
vak GO'IJernment by the Polish Ambassador in Prag·ue 

lioNSIEUR :LE lfiNisTRE: D'ordre de mon Gouvernement j'ai 11wn
neur de vous communiquer ce qui suit: 

1) Se referant a Ia declaration du Gouvernement de la Republique 
Tchecoslovaque aux termes de laquelle le Gouvernement Tchecoslo
vaque s'est engage a ne pas faire des discriminations entre Ia com
munaute nationale polonaise et aucune autre communaute nationale 
se trouvant au dedans des frontieres de Ia Republique Tchecoslo
vaque, ainsi qu'en rappelant le point de vue du Gouvernement 
Polonais connu du Gouvernement Tchecoslovaque, et qui ainsi n'ad
met aucune discrimination entre les interets de la Pologne et ceux 
des autres etats interesses,-le Gouvernement Polonais attend une 
decision du Gouvernement Tchecoslovaque au sujet des territoires 
habites par Ia population polonaise, decision immediate et analogue 
a celle que le Gouvernement Tchecoslovaque a prise a l'egard du 
prooleme allemand. 

2) Etant donne ce qui precede, le Gouvernement Polonais con· 
sidere flUB le reglement concernant la situation de Ia population 
polonaise en Tchecoslovaquie, prevue a la partie III de Ia Conven-



GERl\IANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 863 

tion polono-tchecoslovaque, signee a Varsovie le 3 avril 1925,85 est 
devenu sans objets, et en consequence le Gouvernement Polonais 
denonce ladite partie de cette Convention. 

Veuillez agreer • . . 

No. 554 
139/12G176-78 

Minute by an Official of the Foreign Minister's Personal Staff 
(Erich [( ordt) for the State Secretary (W eizsiicker) 

BERLIN, September 21, 1938. 
Counselor of Legation BrUcklmeier has just given me the follow

ing information by telephone on yesterday's conversation between 
the FUhrer, Prime :Minister Imredy, and Foreign Minister Kanya. 

First of all, the FUhrer reproached the Hungarian gentlemen for 
the undecided attitude of Hungary in the present time of crisis. 
He, the FUhrer, was determined to settle the Czech question even at 
the risk of a world war. Germany demanded the entire German 
area. He was convinced that neither England nor France would 
intervene. It was Hungary's last opportunity to join in, for, if she 
did not, he would not be in a position to put in a word for Hun
garian interests. In his opinion, the best thing would be to destroy 
Czechoslovakia._~ In the long run, it was quite impossible to tolerate 
the existence of this aircraft carrier in the· heart of Europe. He 
presented two demands to the Hungarians: (1) that Hungary 
should make an immediate demand for a plebiscite in the territories 
which she claimed, and. (2) that she should not guarantee any pro
posed new frontiers for Czechoslovakia. In certain circumstances 
Hungary might threaten to resign from the League of Nations -and 
to establish a Freikorps. At the latest, the Czechoslovak problem 
would be settled by the FUhrer in 3 weeks' time. Prime .Minister 
Imredy replied that Hungary had been surprised by · the speed 
of the settlement. It ~ad been thought in Hungary that a settle
ment would take a year or two. In the meantime, the Hungarian 
minorities had already demanded a plebiscite and the Ilungatian 
Government would now take this matter into their own hands. Fur
ther, Hungary would immediately put in hand preparations for 
military action, but a time limit of 14 days was not long enough 
to complete them. With regard to the attitude of Yugoslavia, Prime 
Minister Imredy remarked that the leadership in that country was 

11 In April 1925, Bene§ visited Warsaw and concluded a treaty of conciliation 
and arbitration between Poland and Czechoslovakia, a commercial treaty, and a 
treaty respecting the liquidation of various outstanding questions. 
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. very weak, while it was necessary to pay very serious attention to 
the Francophile element in the Army. Nevertheless, perhaps the 
use of money and threats might achieve something there. 

The Fuhrer declared further that he would present the German 
demands to Chamberlain with brutal frankness. In his opinion, 
action by the Army would provide the only satisfactory solution. 
There was, however, a danger of the Czechs submitting to every 
demand. 

Prime Minister Imredy affirmed that Hungary would only guar
antee a new Czechoslovak frontier when all Hungarian demands hnd 
been Slttisfied. The Fiihrer stated that Germany would g-in• no 
gmtrantees unless every eounh-y concerned took its share in them. 
During the further course of the <'onversation, the Fiihrer empha
sized the German point of view in this matter, th1tt such a possi
bility could only be discussed after every problem had been settled, 
including that of the lglau language enclave. The Fiihrer then 
stressed once more that he would put forward the German demands 
at Godesberg with the starkest realism. If, as a result, disturbances 
-started in Czechoslovakia, he would then start military operations. 
It would, however, always be preferable if the pretext for this were 
provided by the Czechs. 

Prime Minister lmredy promised to send the Fiihrer today a 
document, to be treated as confidential, in which Hungarian demands 
would be set down in detail. .The FUhrer intends to make good use 
of this document at Godesberg in talks with the British. 

Counselor of Legation Briicklmeier gave me the further inforitla· 
tion that Ambassador Lipski had been requested to obtain a similar 
document from the Polish Government. 

A memorandum has been prepared on this conversation between 
the },iihrer and the Hungarians, which will reach here this afternoon 
hy the next courier. No memorandum has been produced as 'yet on 
the J!Onversat.ion with Ambassador r .. ipski. 

ERICH KoRDT 
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No. 555 
2369/494987 

1'he German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy in Italy 
and the German Legation in Hungary 

Rome No. 316 
Budapest No. 160 

Telegram 

For Heads of Missions personally. 

BERLIN, September 21, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 634:6) 

(IV 6513) 

The Fiihrer exhorted the Hungarian Minister at Berchtesgaden 
on September 20 to display more activity in the Czechoslovak ques~ 
tion and to leave no doubt as to Hungarian demands. He desired 
moreover that the Hungarians should not guarantee any new fron
tiers of Czechoslovakia, at least not until every problem connected 
with Czechoslovakia had been solved. The Hungarians have also 
promised to let us k.D.ow exactly what they desire. They promised 
further to take a more active part and even to put in hand military 
preparations. _ 

The Polish Ambassador was likewise invited at Berchtesgaden to 
state precisely to us what Polish wishes were. 

Additional for Rome: Attolico has been instructed here. Kindly 
inform the Italian Government. 

WoEIWANN 
Minute: Ambassador von Moltke has been informed in a private 

letter from Herr Schliep. 

No. 556 
1648/3911180-81 

Memorandum by the Head of the Economic Departm;nt (lVie1t.l) 
for the State Secretary 88 

MEMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN, September 21, 1938. 
From the attached statement 81 on the respective shares of the 

Sudeten German area and of the Czech Rump (without including 
Slovakia and the Polish district) in the industry of the Czechoslo
vak Republic, it appears that the greater part of the manufactured 
goods industry of the Czechoslovak Republic, which is primarily 
dependent on export and most sensitive to crises, is located in the 
Sudeten German area; this is particularly the case with the paper, 

.. See also document No. 547, p. 856. 
• Not printed. 
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textile, chemical, glass, and jewelry industries, as well as the pottery 
industry. The main advantage of the reincorporation of the Su· 
detenland lies in the acquisition of nearly the whole lignite industry. 

As against this, the Czech Rump will retain an overwhelming 
proportion ot the efficient industries which are less affected by trade 
fluctuations, in particular the heavy iron industry, the industries 
depending on iron, engine building, collieries, sugar refineries, the 
fats and oil industry, as well as the leather industry. 

In the agricultural field the main advantage of the· incorporation 
is in the gain of important reserves of timber. :Moreover, the 
Sudetenland is, with the exception of hops (about 50 percent Ger· 
man) , an agricultural surplus area, particularly as regards corn. 

The Czech Rump is agriculturally self-supporting and, at least 
in good harvest years, is capable of exports. The production of 
sugar beet is sufficient to meet the demands of the Czech refineries. 

No important damage would be caused to the Czech railway 
traffic, for the Bohemian railway system radiates from Prague and, 
therefore, the lopping off of the Sudetenland does not mean any in
terruption of the communications with Prague. Of course, the 
·through line, Prague-Pardubitz-Olmiitz-Oderberg-Kaschau, via 
J.andskron, would run through German territory. At the present 
time, however, a second double-track through line from Prague to 

_Kaschau, via Deutschbrod-Briinn, is already under construction and 
this would not be intersected by German territory. 

The Bohemian navigation system would suffer no change through 
the cession of the Sudeten German area. :Moravia has no navigation 
system of its own. The building of an Oder-Danube Canal is no 
more than a project at present. 

As far as power supply is concerned, both the Sudeten German 
portion and also the Czech Rump are, to all intents and purposes, 
1mtarchic. Only the town of Prague obtains some of its current 
from the Sudeten German area (namely, from the Seestadl power 
station near Komotau and also, to a less extent, from the Schrecken
stein generating station near A~ssig). 

Minute: Owing to the short time available, it js impossible to 
support the above statements, which have been discussed with Su
deten German leaders, with figures (production totals, numbers of 
workers). The above-mentioned Sudeten German gentlemen in
formed me that they had presented a number of statistics to the 
Fiihrer regarding the Sudeten German share in the country's 
economy. 

The above to be ]aid before the State Secretar:y. 
Wn:ut. 
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No. 557 
139/126195 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 

BERLIN, September 21, 1938. 
After Ambassador Attolico had asked me yesterday evening and 

this morning about the results of the talks with the Hungariafis .on 
the Obersalzberg, I telephoned today to the Minister, Count Magis
trati, in his absence and informed him that the FUhrer had urged 
the Hungarians to take_a more active part in the Czechoslovak ques
tion and to put forward their demands. They were further requested 
not to give any guarantees for any new Czech frontiers, unless all 
their demands were fulfilled. Finally, it was agreed in confidence 
that the Hungarians should also define their wishes to us. 

Count Magistrati asked if the Hungarian question would also be 
raised by the Fuhrer at Godesberg. I answered that I could not say, 
but that it could certainly be assumed that this question also w:ould 
automatically arise there. · · 

Ambassador von Mackensen is receiving somewhat more detailed 
information by telegram. 

WOERMANN 

No. 558 
139/126218 

Memorandum by an Official of Political Division IV (Stechow) for 
the State Secretary (Weizsiiclcer) 

MEMORANDUM 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1.938. 
Vice Consul Stechele, of the branch office of the German Legation 

in Eger, telephoned today at 11 a.m. the following information: 
The Sudeten Germans were in effective control of Eger; Franzens

bad, and Asch. The national Frontlcampferbund,88 with the help of 
the police authorities, was providing police duties. The Security 
Service received its instructions from Herr Stechele. There still, 
however, remained 600 Czech soldiers in Eger, who were equipPed 
with armored cars, hand grenades and so on. The soldiers were 
behaving perfectly quietly and were mostly remaining in barracks. 
Herr Stechele had negotiated with the officer in command who had 

• The German ex-se1·vicemen's association, with members in the Sudeten ter
ritory. 
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promised him not to carry out any military operations, including 
the blowing up of bridges and so on, unless a foreign power invaded 
Czechoslovak territory. He was unable to withdraw his men until 
he received instructions to that effect from the Ministry of War. 
If, however, a German invasion took place he would immediately 
abandon his passive attitude. 

Herr Stechele made the urgent request, in order to avoid the shed· 
ding of blood, that neither German troops nor the Sudeten German 
Freikorps should be allowed to march in. Herr Stechele also re· 
quested that instructions should be sent to the postmaster in Wald
sassen. He himself has just returned to Eger. 

VON ~TECHOW 

Minute: Herr 'V oermann observed over the telephone in connec
tion with this report that he <'onsidered it extremely inadvisable 
for Vice Consul Stechele to continue any longer in command of the 
Sudeten German Security Service in Eger. He would at once issue 
orders for Herr Stechele to hand over command to a Sudeten 
German. 

A[LTENBURo] September 22. 
[Penciled note at side of minute:] This has been done. 

No. 559 
139/126214 

Minute by the Under Stdte Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 22, 1938. 
The Counselor of the British Embassy 89 visited me this morning 

and made the following statement in the name of his Government :-
The French Government has informed the Foreign Office that the 

"Sudeten League" [Sudetenliga] has crossed the Czechoslovak fron
tier and occupied Asch. If this movement is extended, serious 
trouble is bound to result. The British Government urges the Ger
man Government to prevent further incursions. 

I told the Counselor of Embassy that I had no reports at all of 
this nature. · 

The English text of Forbes' communication, which he read out 
to me, is as follows:-

"The French Government has informed the Foreign Office that 
Sudete-league [sic] has crossed Czechoslovak frontier and occupied 
Asch. If this movement is extended, serious trouble is bound to 

• Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes. 
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result. The British Government most urgently urges the German 
Government to prevent further incursions." 

Transmitted to Godesberg by telephone at 11 : 30 a.m. 
· · Wo~RMANN 

No. 560 
139/126228 

Memorandum by the Under State Secretary (Woerrnann) for the 
Foreign Jf inister 

BERr.IN, September 22, 193S. 
The Hungarian Minister visited me today and informed me that 

the Hungarian Government had carried out· the same demarche in 
Prague as Poland had the day before.90 They demanded the same 
settlement for the Hungarian minorities as for the Sudeten Germans. 
M. Krofta, who was presented with the demarche, confined himself· 
to an acknowledgment of the communication and the remark t.hat 
the Polish Minister had carried out the same demarche. 

WoERMANN 

No. 561 
139/126215 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 

BERLIN, September 22, 1938. 
The French A.mbassador91 called on me today and made a de-

1narche in less precise form but of similar substance to that made by 
the British Ambassador this morning.92 He said that the Fr~nch 
Government had been informed at 5 o'clock this morning that Asch . 
had been occupied by the Freikorps. The French Government 
hoped that the German Government would make every effort to 
avoid incidents which would place the J<,rench Government in an 
extremely difficult position, both in the eyes of its own public and 
of other Governments. 

I told the Ambassador that, in view of the British demarche made 
today, I had made inquiries and believed I could now state with 
certainty that the report of the occupation of Asch was a mere 
fabrication. · 

• Cf. document No. 553, p. 861. 
•• Andre Franc;;ois-Poncet. 
" norument No. 559, p. 868. 
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As NC"Jon lL'i I had conclu!Sh·e e\·hll'nce tlmt .Asch bad not llft'n occu
pied, I would inform the French Ambassador of this, and added 
that I must earnestly warn him against making demarches here on 
the strength of unchecked reports. 

No. 562 
340/199\lli-44 

Minutes of the Oonversati® Between the Fuhrer and Reich Ohall
cellor and Mr. Chamberlain; the British Prime Minister, at Codex
berg ® the Afterno® of September~~, 1938 

llr. Chamberlain referred to the situation as it had been at the 
end of the conversation with the Fiihrer at Berchtesgaden. At that 
time, after personally recognizing the principle of self-determina
tion, he had promised to consult his ministerial colleagues and other 
statesmen, and to obtain their agreement to this principle. He had 
_succeeded, after laborious negotiations, in persuading not only the 
British and French Cabinets, but also the Czechoslovak Government 
to agree in principle to what the FUhrer had demanded during the 
last conversation. He, Chamberlain, would now outline roughly the 
proposal which he could make as a result of this. 

The Fiihrer had said at the last discussion that the question of 
the Sudeten Germans was of an urgent nature and that a solution 
could no Ionge·r be delayed. He (the FUhrer) had further said that 
the Sudeten German question must be settled before any other prob
lem could be disc~ssed. In the meantime, therefore, Mr. Chamber
lain had devoted himself solely and entirely to the Sudeten German 
question. Whatever importance the Fiihter might still attach to the 
principle of self-determination, he had himself admitted in the last 
discussion that a distinction must be made between the possible and 
the impossible. This distinction had also been in the minds of the 
British Cabinet during their last deliberations. It had been realized 
by the nritish that the principle of self-determination of peoples 
could not be recognized in all circumstances and in all countries as 
a fixed fundamental rule, because otherwise considerable difficulties 
would arise in other parts of Europe as well. 

On the basis of self-determination all Germans in Czechoslovakia 
must'now be given the opportunity of deciding for Germany. The 
question arose how this decision was to be implemented. The first 
means that came naturally to one's mind was a plebiseite. But the 
method of a plebiscite would give rise to considerable difficulties. It 
would mean a long delay, and it was questionable whether in the 



GERUANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 193i-lro8 871 

meantime incidents and disorders would not take place in the area 
in question. Moreover, he (Chamberlain) had remembered the 
desire expressed by the FUhrer in the first conversation for a quick 
solution. The simplest method, and the one that would at the same 
time present least difficulty, would therefore be the attempt to man
age without a plebiscite and to agree on a cession of territory by 
Czechoslovakia to the Reich, while taking care to see that people 
who, as a result of the new territorial arrangement, belonged to one 
particular state but preferred to live in another state, were given 
the possibility of doing so. 

There were no difficulties to be overcome in the cessio11 to Germany 
of districts where there was a preponderant German majority. But 
in districts where there was a mixed population, the frontier de
limitation must be more carefully carried out. Here the frontier 
could not be systematically laid down as a rigid line, but a com
mission must be set up, and provided with guiding principles, while 
still possessing the necessary freedom of action to determine the 
frontier with regard to geographical, strategic, political, or other 
considerations. This commission must be given a basic principle as 
a guide to their decisions. Naturally, there must be agreement on the 
principles between Great Britain and Germany, and Czechoslovakia 
must also recognize these principles. Then the commission could 
decide the details of the frontier. As a guiding principle for the 
decision of the commission he proposed the establishment of a given 
percentage of Germans in relation to the total population. He was 
aware that this was a rather rough and ready measure, which, for 
example, left completely out of account those Germans who did not 
wish to belong to Germany. In all districts where the German 
population reached 80 percent, the decision presented no difficulty 
at all. 'Vhere, however, the proportion of Germans was smaller, an 
average figure must be taken as n guiding principle. He had in 
mind 65 percent, while it must be left to the discretion of the com
mission to go below this figure in individual cases. 

As for the composition of the commission, he suggested three 
members, a German, a Czech, and a neutral. The latter would be· 
the chttirman of the conm1ission und would have the casting ':9te. 
He added that it was a case of practical proposals ttnd he looked 
forward with interest to the FUhrer's answer. 

Moreover, it was important that people living near the frontit'r 
should be given the possibility of option, as it was impossible to 
draw the frontier so as to separate the two nationalities completely 
from one another. As already stated in the earlier conversation with 
the FUhrer, there were adtmlly two problems facing them: the tit·st, 
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that of tl·ansfl'r of tl'rritory, and thl' serond the t}Ul'stion of transfl:'r 
of population. The transfer of population in its turn gave rise to 
difficult questions rPb-rarding propet1y and its connyance. As grpat 
hardships might be caused to individuals, it would be best if the 
frontier could possibly be drawn in such a way as to make large
scale transfers of population unnecl:'s.<::.nry. 

In spite of this transfer, a minority problem would nevettheless 
still exist. There would still be Germans li·ring in the Czech area 
who could not possibly be included in the Reich, and on the German 
side too thPre would be Czech inhahitt>d f.>nchn·es. For such cast's 
ht' had alrt>ndy proposed adeqmatP snft>gnard for the minorities in 
his first conn•·sation with the FtihJ'l'r. 

A further qupstion arising out. of the Cl.'ssion of tPJ'I'itm-y was that 
of Czt>ehoslovak State propf.>rty. bnildinb~, banks. mil ways. Ptr. GPr
many could be expected to take ow•· the StatE' propp•·ty at some 
\'aluation to be determined. 

Finally, there was the quE>stion of the Czechoslovak national dt-hf. 
which in his opinion should also he taken over by the Get·man Ueich 

. in a df!finite proportion to the territory surrendered. 
[n conclusion. there was one mort> point to be mentioned. Through 

the alteration of the frontier Czechoslovakia would losE' her fort.ifi-. 
cations in the mountain districts. and thus her st'curity would be 
diminished. And although he- (Chamberlain) recollected that the 
l<'i.ihrer had told him in his fil'!'t conversation at Rerchtt>s:zadt>n that. 
apart. from thE' StulPtE'n GPnrinn question~ Germany would make no 
further territorial demands~ it could be understood if tht> CzE'<'lm
slovak Government, after gi,·ing up part. of their territory and the 
fortifications situated within it. demanded a substitute for the 
security which they had lost in these fortifications. He (Chamber
lain) recalled that in their first conversation the Fiihrer had spoken 
of Czechoslovakia as a spearhead directed against Germany's flank. 
The objE'ctions expres.<Jed by the FUhrer and the desire of the CzE'ch 
Government that. tht> acc•pptnnc·p of a proposal, in itself extremely 
unplf.>asant~ should hta madt> t-nsiPI\ could be satisfied by replacing 
Cz('choslovakia·s E'xisting tJ't>M~· allillllCE's, with their military ohli
gations, by a guurantP<' ~f SPcurity againl"t unprovokf'd aggression. 
The British GovPI·nment W('l'e r•·epared to join in an intl:'rnational 
guarantee against ru1 unprovoked attack on Czechoslovakia. wherl'b~· 
this guarnntee would replace the existing treaty aJJiances involving 
military obligations. The result of such a guat·antee would be that 
Czechoslovakh1 would in futu1·e he able to use her own forces only 
for self-defense and that :-;hP would ha,·p to hf' romplPtPly neoutral. 
He uddeod further· that a guarantee against an unprovoked attack 
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on Czechoslovakia did not, of course, mean that the frontiers of 
Czechoslovakia, as determined now, would be fixed in perpetuity. 
With the existence of such a guarantee it would also be possible to 
alter disputed frontiers by agreement without the use of· force. He 
hoped that he had expressed himself sufficiently clearly. I 

The FUhrer expressed to the British Prime Minister his sincere 
thanks for his efforts to bring about a peaceful solution of the 
Czechoslovak problem. Hitherto it had not been quite clear to him 
what proposal Great Britain and France had submitted to Czecho
slovakia, and he therefore asked if the plan just expounded by Mr. 
Chamberlain had been submitted also to the Czechoslovak Govern
ment. 

When Mr. Chamberlain replied in the affirmative, the }i"Uhrer 
answered that he was sorry to have to say that this plan could not 
be maintained. The situation was perfectly clear. It was not a 
question of doing an injustice to Czechoslovakia, but of redressing 
a 20-year-old injustice done to the German and other minorities. As 
a matter of principle, a man who has committed a wrong cannot 
complain when this is put right again. Czechoslovakia was in fact 
a purely artificial structure which had been called into being at the 
time for reasons of political expediency, without 'regard for the 
wrongs done to other countries. Three and a half million Germans 
had been handed over to Czechoslovakia contrary to their imme
diately expressed wish aild in contradiction of all historical tradi
tions. A million Slovaks had likewise been incorporated in this 
State, although never in history had Slovaks been ruled by Czechs. 
A large area had .been torn from Hungary, so that almost a million 
Hungarians were living in Czechoslovakia against their will. In 
addition, in 1920, when Poland was engaged in a struggle against 
the Bolshevists, Czechoslovakia had annexed the Teschen territory, 
which meant that some hundred thousand Poles also had been in
cluded in this country against their will. That was the genesis of a 
State which possessed neither history nor tradition nor mitural con
ditions of existence. All other nationalities wanted to get out of 
Czechoslovakia, and only a few days ago the representatives of 
Hungary and Poland had told him (the FUhrer) that in no circuQ)
stances would they remain in CzechosloYakia. In the last 20 years 
the Czechs had not succeeded in winning the sympathies of tliese 
foreign nationalities; on the contrary, hatred had steadily increased. 

In the course of the Berchtesgaden conversation he had alre11.dy 
told the British Prime Minister that he was naturally speaking in 
the first place for the Germans. As a result of the peace treaties 
he had been obliged to give up so many Germans that his fiNit 
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thought and his first care was naturally for them. It was his duty 
however to remind the British Prime Minister of the demands of the 
other nationalities within Czechoslovakia, and added that the latter 
had the sincere sympathy of the German Reich, and that peace could 
not be established in Central Europe until the claims of all these 
nationalities had been settled . 

. Mr. Chamberlain answered that he could very well understand 
purt of this reasoning. As the 'FUhrer had recently spoken to him 
of the urgency of the Sudeten German problem, he had in the mean· 
time devoted himself in particular to this question, and had left the 
other questions nside as being less urgent for the moment. 

The 'FUhrer referred to the present critical stage of the Sudeten 
German problem. I ... ong delay was impossible. The most important 
thing was to act quickly. The decision must be made within a few 
days. The whole world knew that military preparations had been 
made on both sides of the frontier. These had brought about a 
situntion which demanded a decision one way or another. The solu
tion could result .either in a lessening of the tension or in renewed 
increase of tension with 11. resultin~ conflict. He must emphasize 
that the problem must be tinnily and completely solved by October 1. 

The fluid situation in Czechoslovakia likewise demanded speedy 
action. Neither he nor the British Prime Minister could foresee 
what situlltion would IH'e\·a il in Czt><·hoslo,·akia tomorrow or in a 
few days. Today there had been a government crisis,93 which might 
lead to a State crisis t,oinorrow. It was impossible for Germany to 
l'f.'lnx her watchfulness or hf.'r matf.'rial prf.'parntious in retum for 
vngue assurances. In 20 years Prngue had not succeeded in solv
ing the nationality problem. Certain circles were now attempting 
to mobilize the mob and to arouse militant Bolshevist instincts by 

.referring to alleged Russian support. Not an hour should be wasted. 
In the interests of peace, definite and clear-cut facts must be estab
lished as quickly as poss1ble. If the aboYe-mentioned circles in 
Czechoslovaki:t gained the upper hand, the conditions for n peace
ful solution wouhl no longer f.'xist. Thf.' opet·ation, which Gr·ent 
Britilin nlso recognized us nect'ssar~·, must be performed as qui<·kly 
ns possible. 

Spef.'d was nlso essential)>ectmse of the untennble situation in the 
frontier areas. In' 20 years 580,000 Sudeten Germans had emigrated 
ft·om Czechoslo,·nkitt to Get·numy. .According to statistics of 8ep
tenlber 20, the numhN· of refugees done had reached 103,780 dur-

.. The Hodza go\'et·muent t•e:signed on 8eptewbe1· 22 and was :succeeded by a 
pl'O\'i:donnl Cnbinet muler Oenel·nl Sh·o¥y, the ln~<pector Genel'lll of the Army. 
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ing the last fortnight. Whole villages had been depopu1ated1 

families had been torn asunder, the men arrested and conscripted, 
and their wives and children had fled across the frontier; sons 
parted from their parents and children from their mothers •. Tem
pers were rising and action must be taken with all speed. The Ger
mans and other nationals wanted to leave Czechoslovakia, while the 
Czechs wanted to keep them forcibly within their territory. Shoot
ing at refugees would therefore naturally call forth help from the 
German side of the frontier, especially as members of the same 
family were often found on different sides of the frontier. ·within 
three or four days this state of affairs would develop into a regular 
frontier war. It was impossible to guard every single point of the 
whole 2300 kilometers of the frontier. The present situation was 
also making extreme demands on nerves on the German side. 

The British Prime :Minister replied that he was both disappointed 
and puzzled at the attitude taken by the FUhrer. He (Chamberlain) 
had thought that the FUhrer; after acceptance of his demand ior 
cession of territory, would then be ready to discuss with him the 
methods and procedure for putting this demand into effect. He 
(Chamberlain) had willingly recognized at the first conversation the 
justification of the Sudeten German demands. The situation could 
not be saved by autonomy within the Czechoslovak area. Now that 
he had returned with the agreement of his colleagues in the Cabinet 
and of the French Cabinet to the principle of cession of territory by 
Czechoslovakia to Germany, lie could rightly say that the FUhrer 
had got from him what he had demanded. In order to achieve this, 
he (Chamberlain) had risked his whole political l;areer. At the 
time of his first journey to Germany, he had been applauded every
where, because people in Great Britain had thought that a personal 
talk with the FUhrer was the best means for a solution of the prob
lem. Now, however, he was being accused by certain circles in Great 
Britain of having sold and betrayed Czechoslovakia, ·of having 
yielded to the dictators and so on, and on leaving England that 
morning he had actually been booed. All this would show the 
Fuhrer the difficulties he had had to overcome, the sacrifices he pad 
had to make in order to obtain agreement in principle to the cession 
of territory. He therefore could not quite understand why his pro
posals could not be accepted. There were bound to be incidents, and 
indeed on both sides. He had just received informati9n (brought 
to him by Kirkpatrick during the conversation) to the effect that 
German troop formations had crossed the frontier at Eger. He ad
dressed to the Fuhrer the urgent request to attempt with him all 
that was humanly possible to settle matters in an orderly, peaceful 

'197664-ti--'fol. D--41 
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way, and not to allow the work for peace to be disturbed by shoot
ings and incidents. Agreement had been reached in principle. l t 
was now a question of establishing methods of applying this prin
ciple and he would ask the Fuhrer to use his influence for modera
tion with all concerned. 

The Fiihrer answered that the only possibility of noiding dis
turbances was to draw a frontier at once which would coincide with 
the language lrontier and beyond which the Czechoslovaks would 
have to withdraw their troops and governmental authorities. Reich 
organizations would then enter the zone thus created. Of course the 
Czechs would and oould maintain that the frontier em·isaged by 
Germany did not correspond exactly to the ethnic frontier. There
fore, after the occupation by German organizations, there must be 
a plebiscite, and that on the basis of the population situation of 191S. 
It would follow the patten1 of the Saar plebiscite. Just ns in the 
Saar, all previous inhabitants who had been driven out since 1918 
must vote, while the Czechs who had artificially settled in the coun
try since that time would naturally not be entitled to vote. He (the 
Fuhrer) was prepared to allow an international control commission 
to supervise the plebiscite. Should the result of the plebiscite be 
doubtful in any area, the commission could conduct its· inquiries 
there; it could certainly be constituted by November or December, 
and in the meantime preparations for the plebiscite should be made. 

Mr. Chamberlain asked whether a plebiscite was intended in e\·ery 
district, even in those where the existence of a German majority was 
beyond all doubt. He thought it better not to hold a plebiscite in 
those districts, but only in districts where the situation was doubtful. 
The FUhrer answered that it would be simplest to hold a plebiscite 
in the whole area, and then, when the results of the plebiscite were 
submitted to the frontier commission, the latter could undertake 
certain frontier adjustments according to the results of the plebis
cite and majorities obtained. He envisaged simple majorities and 
he was fully prepared to hand back areas, the Czech character of 
which was revealed by the plebiscite on this basis. 

When Mr. Chamberlain interrupted to ask if this also applied to 
cases of Gennans who, in the plebiscite, expressed a preference to 
remain in the Czech State, the FUhrer answered that he would very 
gladly do without such Gennans. The readjustment of the frontier 
on -the basis of the plebiscite results must naturally be undertaken 
on broad lines. Each tiny local majority could not of course expect 
its wishes to be reflected in an abnonnal extrusion of the frontier. 

On the question of State property, he must remark that the part 
situated in the Sudeten Gel'IIlan area had already been paid for by 
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the taxes of the local inhabitants; as a result of their intelligence 
and industry the Sudeten Germans had made even a greater con
tribution to the. Czech State finances than corresponded to their 
numbers in the population. Other property, again, had orighu\ted 
in the old Austria, where, too, the German elements in the popula
tion had provided a consider:tble share of the revenue from taxes. 
The Czech Government therefore had no right to remove such State 
property or claim indemnity. Any destruction or any removal of 
State property would therefore be answered by Germany with suit
able countermeasures. 

On the question of the guarantee, the Fi.ihrer stated tlmt, insofar 
us Great Britain wttnted to give this guarantee, this was of course 
her own affair. Germany could join in the guo.rantee for the Czech 
State only when all its neighbors and all the Gren.t Powers, includ
ing Italy, had done so. 

Chamberlain answered that he had not asked Germany to join in 
the guarantee. This was not necessary at all. He had in mind 
rather the conclusion of a nonaggression pact between Germany and 
Czechoslovakia. 

The Fi.ihrer answered that he could only conclude a nonaggression 
pact with Czechoslovakia when all problems with her neighbors, 
such as Poland and Hungary, had been settled. Germany had such 
friendly relations with these two countries in particular that it 
would be impossible to stab them in the back, so to speak, by con
cluding such a nonaggression pact. 

The situation was clear: as spokesman for the Germans he could 
see two possibilities: 

1) a peaceful solution, in which the new frontier would be estab-
lished essentially on the lines of the ethnic frontier; . 

2) a military solution in which the new frontier would be estab
lished by the military authorities on a strategic basis. 

As for the remainder of Czechoslovakia, it did not interest Ger
many. Moreover, he, the Fi.ihrer, had known the Czech State for a 
long time. EvP-ry declaration by Germany with regard to a non
aggression pact would be regarded by the Czechs, in conjunction 
with the Anglo-FrP.nch guarantee, as a kind of incitement to dr~p 
oil consideration in future for the Polish and Hungarian minorities 
-as had been the case also with the Sudeten Germans-as the fear 
of attack by Germany would be removed by the pact, and the rela
tionship to Great Britain and France would be cancelled by the 
guarantee. 

Chamberlain said in reply to this that of course the guarantee 
only applied to unprovoked aggression, and that it was in the inter-
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ests of France and Great Britain to see to it that Czechoslovakia 
caused no provocation by her treatment of minorities. Furthermore, 
he was not a partner in negotiations, but only a mediator, trying to 
help to achieve a peaceful solution which would do justice to all 
concerned. Public opinion in Great Britain was not favorably dis
posed to the proposals made by him, and it would become more un
favorable if the present conditions were made more difficult. He 
must be in a position to prove at home that proposals to which he 
had agreed were just. A plebiscite must, therefore, be carried out 
under conditions free from military or other pressure. Why was a 
plebiscite everywhere necessary at all¥ 

The Fiihrer answered that such a plebiscite was necessary because 
the Czechs would probably obstruct everything, and because it was of 
great importance to have a clear picture of the actual situation. 
Certain definite area.~~ must be considered as a whole. A cross sec
tion of public opinion in the larger areas was desirable. Each small 
village could not be considered individually. 

A further fundamental demand made by the FUhrer was the im
mediate release of all Germans from the Czech military a.nd police 
forces. Germany had not called up a.ny Czechs for military service, 
because, with the possibility of a conflict with Ciechoslovakia, she 
did not wa.nt to force them to fight against their own countrymen. 

Chamberlain then asked for the German map of the areas to be 
ceded by Czechoslovakia." · 

The FUhrer pointed out that this map had been compiled from 
language and population maps of the years 1910, 1920, and 1930, 
as well as on the basis of the last Czechoslovak communal elections. 
A hundred and fifty thousand Sudeten Germans had left Czecho
slovakia for overseas, four hundred thousand had gone to Austria, 
alid two hundred a.nd seventy thousand to the Reich. Besides, two 
hundred thousand Czechs had been settled in the Sudeten area. In 
citing the plebiscite on the Saar settlement as a model, he pointed 
out that this had not been evolved at the time by him but by a high 
international commission. Cham~rlain pointed out the dift'erence 
between the Saar, which had been under the supreme control of the 
League of Nations, and the Sudeten territory. According to his, 
Chamberlain's, proposal as well, the Germans would receive almost 
the same territory as under the proposed plebiscite, unless they 
Wl!!,lted to bring in completely dift'erent principles in the deter
mining of the frontier. He, Chamberlain, had no power to negotiate. 
He could only report the nonacceptance of his proposal and the 

• This map Is not available, but was presumably similar to the one annexed to 
the German memorandum presented on the following dar (see appendix VI). 
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counterproposal made by Germany, and try to convince his own 
country of the correctness of his line of action. The FUhrer had 
certainly not made his task easier. 

The FUhrer replied that his was no easy task either. The feeling 
of the German people was such that they would prefer the establish· 
ment of a strategic frontier, with the corresponding methods, to 
negotiation. 

Chamberlain answered the FUhrer that he, the FUhrer, had the 
power to e~tablish this strategic frontier at any time. But what was 
the sense of starting a conflict, which would cost human lives and 
mean' the destruction of rich lands¥ In present-day circumstances, 
even the victor in a war had usually no real gain, and success was 

·certain only up to a certain point; what followed was extremely u.n
certain. Therefore, it seemed better to him to try to find a solution 
by peaceful means, a solution which would give the FUhrer the cer
tainty that his demands would be fulfilled. 

The FUhrer answered that the situation was almost intolerable. 
At any moment, while the negotiations were going on here, there 
might be an explosion somewhere in the Sudeten German area which 
would make all efforts for a peaceful solution fruitless. The quick
est and best solution would therefore be to prevent the chance of 
possible incidents in the disputed area by occupation by German 
troops and administrative bodies. He repeated that he was prepared 
afterward to undertake the frontier adjustments rendered necessary 
by the plebiscite. 

In conclusion, in the presence of the Reich Foreign Minister, · 
State Secretary Weizsiicker, Sir Nevile Henderson, the British Am
bassador, and several other members of the German and British 
delegations, the FUhrer explained to Mr. Chamberlain the m!l-p of 
the Sudeten German areas to be surrendered, while repeating part 
of his above-mentioned ideas. · 

Mr. Kirkpatrick, of the British Embassy in Berlin, attended the 
conversation between the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor and the 
British Prime Minister, as recorder of the minutes. 

Submitted to the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor according to in-
structions. ... 

BAI> GoDESBERa, September 22, 1938. 

DR. ScHMID'r 
Counselor of Legation 
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No. 563 
139/126216-11 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 

BERLIN, September 22, 1938. 
The British Counselor of Embassy called on me again at 4: o'clock 

this afternoon and gave me the following information, on instruc
tions from his Government :96 

The Czech Government had established the fact that formations 
had marched into Asch from Germany; they had withdrawn. their 
military personnel there. In Eger the ·Freikorps had ordered the 
gendarmerie and military personnel to hand over their arms. The 
latter had, however, refused to do so. SS and SA had gone to Eger 
from Reich territory and were actually using force. Reich-German 
personnel had arrived at Eger station; forty special railway officials 
had come from Germany. Czech military personnel had withdrawn 
from Falkenau. There was, however, great danger that. clashes 
would occur. The German Government carried a great responsi
bility. The British Government was asking that the German Gov4 

ernment would do everything in their power to prevent the crossing 
of the frontier by formations. Sir Ogilvie Forbes believed that Mr. 
Chamberlain, who had received similar information, had already 
forwarded this to the Fuhrer. Nevertheless, he, Forbes, had been in
structed to take the matter up .here also. In the course of the con
versation Forbes said that the reports concerning Asch had even 
been confirmed by the German press (B. Z. am Mittag, 2d edition), 
where a headline read : "German flag over Asch." 

I told the Counselor that we had made careful inquiries and had 
no confirmation that the Freikorps had crossed the frontier and 
marched toward Asch. On the contrary, we had received informa
tion that the Freikorps had not crossed the frontier at any point, 
nor did it intend to do so. We had further received a report that 
Sudeten Germans had taken over the security service on the spot, 
partly even in cooperation with the Czechoslovak authorities. 

Finally, I drew the Counselor's attention on the telephone to the 
reports in the evening press of cases of frontier violation by the 
Czechoslovaks. 

WoERMANN 

•at-document No. 559, p. 868. 
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No. 564 
139/126202 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) and the 
Military Attache of the German· Legation in Czechoslovakia 
(Toussaint) to the German Foreign Ministry and the Supreme 
Headquarters of the Wehrmacht 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT PRAGUE, September 22, 1938-4:20 p.m. 
No. 419 of September 22 Received September 22, 1938-5:45 p.m. 

For O.K.W.: 
Learn from Rumanian Military Attache that he had encountered 

at midday very confident mood among Czechoslovak General Staff. 
Clear case of frontier having been crossed by German military 
formations had caused General Staff and French Military. Mission 
to ask French Government whether Alliance now came into force. 
Preliminary reply had been satisfactory. Final reply not until com
plete clarification. I received simultaneously corresponding report 
from Polish and Hungarian sides. Warning from British side. 

Also for Foreign Ministry. 

No. 565 
139/126207 

ToussAINT 
JIENCKE 

The German Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German. 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 24:6 of September 22 RoME, September 22, 1938-6:10 p.m. 
Received September 22, 1938-9:20 p:m. 

Reference telegrams of September 21, Nos. 312 and 31696 

Ciano acknowledged thanks for Mussolini's Trieste speech,DT which 
he wanted to convey to the Duce without delay, with the remark that 
the year 1938 had been for FUhrer a year of overwhelming successes. 
Czech question could now already be regarded as fundamentally de
cided, even if settling of details would naturally still require weeks, 
possibly months. Substance of what Chamberlain would propose 
at Godesberg today was not known to Italians, but he no longer 
doubted that matters would develop in direction, not of partial, but 

11 For telegram No. 816, see document No. 555, p. 865. Telegram No. 312 Is not 
printed. 

" September 18, 1938. 
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of total solution of Czech problem. Duce in his later speeches since 
Trieste had left no doubt that his words were backed by guns, which 
were certainly on our side. Tempo of change in French attitude was 
quite incomprehensible. Only 4 days ago French Charge d'Affaires 
here had told him with most serious expression that armed action 
against Czechoslovakia. would immediately bring the French on the 

·scene. 
Ciano had already been informed by Attolico of substance and 

result of Obersalzberg conversations with Imredy, Kanya, and 
Lipsk.i,os and declared himself satisfied. 

?.!ACKENSEN 

No. 566 
189/1262211 

Minute by the Under State Secreta'l"!J (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 22, 1938. 
At about half past six this evening the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle 

informed Herr von Stechow here that there was an instruction from , 
the Fuhrer to the eft'ect that the Freikorps should occupy those 
Sudeten German areas which had been evacuated by Czech troops. 
I informed Herr Altenburg of this, who thereupon spoke with 
Obergruppenfuhrer Lorenz and General Keitel. Obergruppenfuhrer 
Lorenz has instructed the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle to inform the· 
Freikorps (Frogne:t;) that the area is not to be occupied. The chief 
reasons for this are the reports in possession of the W ehrmacht to 
the eft'ect that well-armed Czech troops are moving up to the fron
tier. The Freikorps would by no means be a match for these Czech 
troops. On the other hlnd, the instruction of the Fiihrer still stands 
insofar as small units can undertake well-reconnoitered and well
prepared minor operations on the frontier, but these, however, must 
not amount to an occupation. 

WoERHANN 

"Ct. dOC1lments Nos. 554 and 555, pp. 863 anrli:IM. 
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No. 567 
139/126226 

Jlemorandwn by an Official of Political Division IV {Stechow) for 
the Foreig'n Minister 

1\lEliORANDUM 

Herr Schmidt of the Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle gttve me at about 
7 p.m. the following information by telephone : 

1) The Command of the Sudeten German Freikorps has just re
pmted as follows: Lieutenant Kochling ~as brought the following 
orders from the Fuhrer: The Freikorps w11l occupy the areas evacu
ated by the Czechs. :Military movements on a large scale must, 
however, not take place withf>ut the explicit approval of the 
Fiihrer. The Freikorps had received arms and equipment from 
Germany. 

2) Information was received from Bayreuth at 12:32 p.m. that the 
Czech General Necas99 had spoken in Czech over the radio, denying 
that the new Czechoslovak Government considered itself as bound 
by the fact that· the Hodza government had accepted the British 
plan. The Czech Army was ready to defend the present frontiers. · 
Detailed information on this radio speech will follow. 

VON STECHOW 

BERI.IN, September 22, 1938. 
P.S. to 2) The transmitting station reports that the speech of 

General Mesek ( ¥) contained no references to the British plan. 

No. 568 
139/126204 

1'he German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) to the 
German Foreign M iniatry 

Telegram 

No. 422 of September 22 PRAGUE, September 22, 1938---8:25 p.m. 
Received September 23, 1938-12:05 a.m. 

1) Today's demonstrations in Prague-greater in extent than 
yesterday-took place with comparative calm and were over by early 
afternoon. All ages were represented; many workers, fewer wmiien. 
Communists inore numerous than yesterday; slogan as before: mili
tary dictatorship and detense of the frontier. Announcement of 
resignation of Hodza government had calming effect. Clashes 
spreading. To support police, which has situation in hand, officials 
from all political parties, including Red Corps [Rote Wehr], called 

• General Medek, head of the Legionariel! Institute, spoke. on the radio oo 
this day. 
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in. :Military police and troops provided for protection of I~gation 
nnd Castle. 

2) According to reports from our offices at Eger, Reichenberg, 
Briinn, .and Kaschau, there is complete calm there. Some df.>mon
strations but no incidents. 

Lierau, Consul at Reichenberg, reported by telephone he had 
achieved release of Sudeten German prisoners and had conferred 
with the authorities about the transfer of administration to Sudeten 
Germans. He also wanted to arrange for display of both flags in 
Reichenberg. While approving his success on behalf of the prison
ers, I asked Consul Lierau, out of consideration for his official posi
tion, not to interfere in matters which it is the business of the locul 
population to settle, without instructions from the Foreign Ministry. 

3) CzechosloYRk Government asserts that German RA had marched 
in on Warnsdorf and Sudeten German Legion near Haslau, 
where clash with Czechoslovak soldiers is said to have occurred. 
Czechoslovak Government is trying to allt>ge from this an armed 
athtck on their territory, which would bring the Alliance into opera
_tion. (See telegram No. 419.1 ) 

4) Red Spanish Legatio~ has [applied] to the Polish Legation 
here for transit visas through Poland for all its staff; they obviously 
intend to leave Prague. 

5) At 6 :15 p.m. still no information on formation of new Gov
ernment. 

HENCKE 

No. 569 
139/126208 

1'he German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to the German 
Foreign MinVItry 

Telegram 

t;RGENT P Arus, September 22, 1938. 
No. 4:77 of September 22 Received Septembel' 22, 1938-9:20 p.m. 

Hungarian :Minister2 here has informed me that the Polish Am
bassador8 on September 20, and he himself on September. 21, had 
made a demarche* at the Quai d'Orsay to obtain equal treatment 
for the Polish and Hungarian minorities with the Sudeten Germans 
in the settlement of the Czechoslovak problem. The Hungarian note 
had been couched in stronger terms than the Polish, in that it had 

1 Document No. 564, p. 881. 
1 Count Sandor Khuen-Belasi-Hedervary, 1934-41. 
• Juljusz Lukasiewicz, July 1936-39. 
• See document No. 553, p. 861, for the Polish demarche. 
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stated that, in the event of the nonfulfillment of the Hungarian de
mands, the tension between Hungary and Czechoslovakia would con
tinue and would indeed be fur·ther increased, while in the Polish 
note there was only mention of the continued existence of tension. 

The Polish dhnarche had been made to Foreign l\Iinister Bonnet, 
who had adopted u rather· negative attitude and had stated that the 
que~tion could naturally not be examined more closely at present, but 
that we must wait and see how matters developed. He, the Hun
garinn Minister·, had made his dhnarche to Massigli, because he had 
not been able yesterday to contact the Minister, to whom the de
marche had been addressed. Massigli had been informed of the 
Polish dfmarche and Bonnet's reply, but had apparently received 
instructions to give the Hungarian Minister a more conciliatory reply 
than that given to the Polish Ambassador by Bonnet. Massigli 
stated that one could understan.d the Hungarian desire, and it was 
also quite natural that, if negotiations were to develop from the con
versations at Godesberg, the settlement of questions concerning the 
Polish and Hungarian minorities in Czechoslovakia must follow, 
within the framework of a general settlement. 

No. 570 
139/126196-97 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign !J/inistry 

Telegram 

No. 4:31 of September 22 LoNDON, September 22, 1938. 
Received September 23, 1938-9:10 a.m. 

This morning, accompanied by Selzam, I was at the airport when 
Chamberlain left. French Ambassador was also there. I greeted 
Chamberlain. and wished him success in his mission. He thanked me 
warmly, but was very serious. As he wanted to arrive at Godesberg 
punctually at 12:30, departure was delayed. He invited French 
Ambassador and myself to join him in the waiting room. Very 
friendly conversation between three of us did not, however, touoh. 
on actual problem. I had the opportunity of talking with Sir 
Horace "WilsoJl. and Strang, and also with Geoffrey Dawson, editor 
of The Times. 

Chamberlain and his party have left under a heavy load of 
anxiety. It is feared that, apart from the actual Sudeten German 
problem, which formed exclusively the basis of the talks between 
FUhrer and Prime Minister at Berchtesgaden, demands relating to . . 
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the Hungarian and Polish minorities will be put forward, which 
the British Government; even with the best will, cannot at once 
meet. It is naturally realized that the Czech question cannot be 
finally solved until the H1llle.ourian and Polish claims are settled. 
The opinion is, however, that these two problems cannot be soh·ed 
within the immediate program. In principle, therefore, the British 
Government are pursuing the same aims as we are. But they are 
of the opinion that they cannot, in view of public opinion, put 
through this solution at once. 

Unquestionably opposition is growing. I refer to yesterday·s 
speeches by Churchill, Eden, Sinclair, and the demonstrations of 
the Labor Party and the Trade-unions. Dawson also said em
phatically that opposition to Chamberlain's policy is increasing. 
He thinks that if Chamberlain were to return without an under
standing based on the .Anglo-French plan, public opinion here would 
tum against Chamberlain. The Prime llinister, moreover, deserved 
full admiration. He was tackling the problem with extraordinary 
courage. , 

The British public is not yet prepared to accept demands for im
mediate fulfillment of the Hungarian and Polish wishes. There is 
thus a danger of a sudden change of public opinion about Chamber
lain. 

Shortly before his departure Chamberlain said to the journalists 
who were present: 

".A peaceful solution of the Czechoslovak problem is an es:;ential 
preliminary for a better understanding between the British and Ger

. man peoples; and that, in tum, is the indispensable foundation of 
European peace. European peace is what l am aiming at, and I 
hope this journey may open the way to get it." 

Tu. KoRDT 

No. 571 
lat/128232 

Minute by the Uflder Stak Secretary (WoeNnann) for the 
. Foreign Minister 

. GooESBEBG, September 22, 1938-midnigbt. 
Prince Sohns• telephoned the following to Herr Altenburg:
F1>r Reich Foreign Minister and State Secretary :-Italian Am

bassador rang up at 10:30 p.m. and said he had received the follow-

• Presomabl)' Prince George Solms-Braunfels, whose mother and wife were both 
Italian aristocrat& 
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ing communication from Rome just after his talk with the Foreign, 
~finister: 

Count Ciano has had a conversation with Lord Perth8 today; 
Ciano stated Italy was in favor of a rapid and complete settlement 
of the Czech question, in which the Hungarian and Polish demands 
must also be fulfilled. Lord Perth then asked whether Italy would 
take part in guaranteeing the remainder of the Czech State. Ciano 
replied he could make no statement on this today; but Italy would 
on no account participate in a guarantee unless all problems, in
cluding the Polish and Hungarian, were settled beforehand. 

The Italian Ambassador requested that the foregoing be passed 
to the Reich Foreign Minister as soon as possible. 

WoERMANN 

No. 572 
330/195697-98 

Letter From the British Prime Minister to the Fuhrer' 

As from Hotel Petersberg, GoDESBERG. 
September 23, 1938. 

}fy DEAR REICHSKANZLER: I think it may clarify the situation and 
accelerate our conversation if I send you this note before we meet 
this morning. 

I am ready to put to the Czech Government your proposal as to 
the areas, so that they may examine the suggested provisional 
boundary. So far as I can see, there is no need to hold a plebiscite 
for the bulk of the areas, i.e. for those areas which (according to 
statistics upon which both sides seem to agree) are predominantly 
Sudeten German areas. I have no doubt, however, that the Czech 
Government would be willing to accept your proposal for a plebi
scite to determine how far, if at all, the proposed new frontier need 
be adjusted. . 

The difficulty I see about the proposal you put to me yesterday 
afternoon arises from the suggestion that the areas should in the 
immediate future be occupied by German troops. I recognize the 
difficulty of conducting a lengthy investigation under existing oeon
ditions and doubtless the plan you propose would, if it were accept
nble, provide an immediate easing of the tension. But I do not 

• The British Ambassador in Rome. 
' Printed as document No. 3 in the British Wbite Paper, Cmd 5847: Corre-

&pondence Respecting Czechoslovakia, September 1938. . 
The copy of the letter printed ls aeompanled ln the file by a German translation. 
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think you have realized the impossibility of my agreeing to put 
forward any plan unless I have reason to suppose that it will be 
considered by public opinion in my country, in France and, ind~d, 
in the world generally, as carrying out the principles already agreed 
upon in an orderly fashion and free from the threat of force. I am 
sure that an attempt to occupy forthwith by German troops areas 
which will become part of the Reich at once in principle, and wry 
shortly afterward by formal delimitation, would be condemned as 
an unnecessary display of force. 

Even if I felt it right to put this proposal to the Czech Gon•rn· 
ment, I am convinced that they would not regard it as being in tht> 
spirit of the arrangement which we and the French Gon•rnment 
urged them to accept and which they have accepted. In the event 
of German troops moving into the areas as you propose, there is no 
doubt that the Czech Government would have no option but to order 
their forces to resist, and this would mean the destruction of the 
basis upon which you and I a week ago agreed to work together, 
namely, an orderly settlement of this question rather than a settle
ment by the use of force. 

It being agreed in principle that the Sudeten German areas are 
to join the Reich, the immediate question before us is how to main-

. tain law and order pending the final settlement of the arrangements 
for the transfer. There must surely be alternatives to your proposal 
which would not be open to the objections I have pointed out. For 
instance, I could ask the Czech Government whether they think there 
could be an arrangement under which the maintenance of law and 
order in certain agreed Sudeten German areas would be entrusted 
to the Sudeten Germans themselves-by the creation of a suitable 
force, or by the use of forces already in existence, possibly acting 
under the superrision of neutral observers. 

As you know, I did last night, in accordance with my understand· 
ing with you, urge the Czech Government to do aU in their power 
to maintain order in the meantime. 

The Czech Government cannot, of course, withdraw their forces 
nor can they be expected to withdraw the State Police so long as 
they are faced with the prospect of forcible invasion; but I should 
be ready at once to ascertain their views on the alternative sugges
tion I have made and, if the plan proved acceptable, I would urge 
them to withdraw their forces and the State Police from the areas 
where the Sudeten Germans are in a position to l·naintain order. 

The further steps that need be taken to complete the transfer 
·could be worked out quite rapidly. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
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No. 573 
340/198998-9002 

Letter From the Fu'1trer to the Brituh Prime ll/inister8 

' I 
BAD GonESBERG, September 23, 1938. 

YouR ExcELLENCY: A thorough examination of your letter, which 
reached me today, as well as the necessity of clearing up the situation 
definitely, leads me to make the following communication:-

For nearly two decades the Germans, as well as the various other 
nationalities in Czechoslovakia, have been maltreated in the most. 
unworthy manner, tortured, economically destroyed, and, above all, 
prevented from realizing for themselves also the right of the nations 
to self-determination. All attempts of the oppressed to change their 
lot failed in the face of the brutal will to destruction of the Czechs. 
The latter were in possession of the power of the State and did not 
hesitate to employ it ruthlessly and barbarically. England· and
France have never made an endeavor to alter this situation. In my 
speech before the Reichstag of February 22, I declared that the 
German Reich would take the initiative in putting an end to any 
further oppression of these Germans. I have in a further declara
tion during the Reich Party Congress 'given clear and unmistakable 
expression to this decision. I recognize gratefully that at last, after 
20 years, the British Government, represented by Your Excellency, 
has now decided for its part also to undertake steps to put an 
end to a situation which from day to day, and, indeed, from hour 
to hour, is becoming more unbearable. For if formerly the be
havior of the Czechoslovak Government was brutal, it can only be 
described during recent weeks and days as madness. The .victims 
of this madness are innumerable Germans. In a few weeks .the 
number of refugees who have been driven out has risen to over 
120,000. This situation, as stated above, is unbearable, and will now 
be terminated by me. · 

Your Excellency assures me now that the principle of. the transfer 
of the Sudeten territory to the Reich has, in principle, already been 
accepted. I regret to have to reply to Your Excellency that, as fe
gards this point, the theoretical recognition of principles has also 
been formerly granted to us Germans. In the year 1918 the Ann.is
tice was concluded on the basis of the Fourteen Points of President 
Wilson, which in principle were recognized by all. They were, how
ever, in practice broken in the most shameful way. What interests 
me, Your Excellency, is not the recognition of the principle that this 

1 Document No. 4 In British White Paper, Cmd. 5847. 
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tt'rritory is to ~"0 to Gennany, but solely the realization of this pt·iu
ciple, und the realization which both puts an end in the shot1e!-;t 
time to the suffering of the wthappy victims of Czech tyr .. mny, anJ 
at the ~SUme tilne t-orre!;ponds to the dignity of a Great Power. 1 

· can only emphasize to Your Excellency that these Sudeten Genna us 
are not coming back to the German Reich in virtue of the gracious 
or benevolent sympathy of other nations, but on the ground of their 
own will based on the right of self-determination of the nations, and 
oithe irrevocable decision of the Gennan Reich to give effect to this 
wilL It is, however, for a nation an unworthy demand to have this 
recognition made dependent on conditions which are not pronded 
for in treaties nor are practical in view of the shortness of the time. 

I ·have, with the best intentions and in order to give the Czech 
nation no justifiable cause for complaint, proposed-in the event of 
a peaceful solution-as the future frontier, that nationalities fron
tier which I am convinced represents a fair adjustment between 
the two racial groups, taking also into account the continued exist
ence of large language islands. I am, in addition, ready to allow 
plebiscites to be taken in the whole territory which will enable sub-
sequent corrections to be made, in order-so far as it is possible
to meet the real will of the peoples concerned. I have undertaken 
to accept these corrections in advance. I have; moreover, declared 
myself ready to allow this plebiscite to take place under the control 
either of international commissions or of a mixed Gennan-Czech 
commission. I am finally ready, during the days of the plebiscite, 
to withdraw our troops from the most disputed frontier areas, sub
ject to the condition that the Czechs do the same. I am, however, 
not prepared to allow a territory which must be considered as belong
ing to Gennany, on the ground of the will of the people and of the 
recognition granted even by the Czechs, to be left without the pro
tection of the Reich. There is here no international power or agree-

. ment which would have the right to take precedence over German 
right. 

The idea of being able to entrust to the Sudeten Gennans alone 
tile maintenance of order is practically impossible in consequence 
of the obstacles put in the way of their_ political organization in tlu~ 
course of the last decade, and particularly in recent times. As much 
in the interest of the tortured, because defenseless, population as well 
as with regard to the duties and prestige of the Reich, it is impos
sibl~ for ns to refrain from giving immediate protection to this 
territory. 

Your Excellency assures me that it is now impossible for you to 
propose such a plan to your own Government. May I assure you 
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for my patt that it is impossible for me to justify any other nttitude 
to the German people; since, for England, it is a question at most 
of political imponderables, whereas, for Germany, it is a question 
of primitive right of the security of more than 3 million huuum 
beings and the national honor of a great people. ' 

I fail to understand the observation of Your Excellency that it 
would not be possible for the Czech Government to withdraw their 
forces so long as they were obliged to reckon with possible invasion, 
since precisely by means of this solution the grounds for any forcible 
action are to be removed. Moreover, I cannot conceal from Your 
Excellency that the great mistrust .with which I am inspired leads 
me to believe' that the. acceptance of the principle of the transfer 
of Sudeten Germans to the Reich by the Czech Government is only 
gh·en in the hope thereby to win time so as, by one means or another, 
to bring about a change in contradiction to this principle. For if 
the proposal that these territories are to belong to Germany is sin
<·er-ely accepted, there is no ground to postpone the practical resolu
tion of this principle. My knowledge of Czech practice in such 
matters over a period of long years compels me to assume the in- . 
sincerity of Czech assurances so long as they are not implemented 
by practical proof. The German Reich is, however, deterniined by 
one means or another to terminate these attempts, which have lasted 
for decades, to deny by dilatory. methods the legal claims of op
pressed peoplE's. 

Moreover, the same a:ttitude applies to the other nationalities in 
this Stat£~. They also are the victims of long oppression and vio
lence. In their case, also, every assurance given hitherto has been 
broken. In their case, also, attempts have been made by dilatory 
dealing with their complaints or wishes to win time in order to be 
able to oppress them still more subsequently. These nutions, also, 
if they are to achieve their rights, will, sooner or later, have no 
alternative but to secure them for themselves. In any event, Ger
many, if she-as it now appears to be the case-should find it impos-
sible to have the clear rights of Germans in Czechoslovakia accepted 
by way of negotiation, is determined to exhaust the other possibilities 
which then alone remain open to her. • 

Yours sincerely, ADOLF HITI..ER 

797664--411-Yol, U-42 
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No. 57-1 
340/199003-4 

Letter From the British Prime Minister to the Fiihrel'• 

As from Hotel Peter~berg. GoDESBt:RG. 

September 23. 1938 • 

.Mr DEAR R:t:ICllSKAXZLER: I ha¥e receind Your Excellency's 
communication in reply to my letter of this moming, and lm,·e tabu 
note of its contents. 

In my capacity as intem1ediary, it is evidently now my duty
since Your Excellency maintains entirely the position you took last 
night-to put your proposnls before the Czechoslo,·ak Gonrnmt>nt. 

Accordingly, I request Your Excellency to be good enough to let 
me lla¥e a memorandum which sets out these proposals~ togetht>r 
with a map showing the area proposed to be transferred, subject to 
the result of the proposed plebiscite. 

On receiving this memorandum I will at once forward it to Prague 
and request the reply of the Czechoslonk Gonrnment at the t>arlit>st 
possible moment. 

In the meantime, until I can recei¥e their reply, I should be ~lad 
to have Your Excellency's assurances that you will continue to abide 
by'the understanding, which we reached at our mt't'ting on Septt>m
ber U and again last night, that no action should be taken, partil'n
larly in the Sudeten territory, by the forces of the Reich to preju
dice any further mediation which may be found possible. 

Since the acceptance or rt>fusal of Your .Excellt>ncy·s proposal is 
now a matter for the Czechoslo¥ak GO\·ernment to de<·idt>. I do not 
see that I can perfonn any further service herf', while on the otht>l" 
hand it has become necessary that I should at onl'e report the· present 
situation to my colleagues and to the French Govemment. I pro
pose, therefore, to return to England. 

Yours faithfully, X~:nu.E CuAliBERL.\lY 

• Document No. 5 in the British White Papt'r, Cmd. rtlHi. 
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No. 575 
139/12621i8 

},finute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 
I 

BERLIN, September 23, 1938. 
The American Ambassador,10 to whom I had made complaints 

this morning regarding the extremely unfavorable attitude of the 
American press, called on me once more this afternoon. He told me 
he had telegraphed to 'Washington immediately. In addition, he had 
got into touch with his Paris colleague, who for his part was like· 
wise under the impression that the American press was ill·disposed, 
and who had already telegraphed to this effect to 'Vashington: The 
American Ambassador in Paris had today received a reply from 
Washington that the State Department was striving for an improve
ment in the tone of the pre;;s. The Ambassador said for his part 
that he greatly disapproved of the attitude of the press, The Unit~d 
States was not in danger in any way and it did not become the 
American press to throw oil on the ·fire. He was requesting that 
the whole conversation should be kept strictly confidential. 

WoERMANN 

No. 576 
1613/387084 

The Czechoslovak Legation to the German Foreign Mi·nistry 

IMMEDIATE 

Nr.10486/38 

NoTE VERBALE 

(Pol. I 2228 g) 

Following the announcement in today's German uaily press of 
twelve alleged executions unuer martial law in the Czechoslovak 
Republic, the Czechoslovak Legation is instructed to .inform you 
officially that these reports are entirely without foundation. 

Up till now not one death sentence by court-martial has been 
carried out in the Czechoslovak Republic·. 

llERUN, September 23, 1938. 
[Marginal notes:] 
( 1) Handed to me at 4 :45 p.m. today by the Czech Charge d' A f. 

faires. H[EINBURG] September 23. 

10 Hugh R. Wilson. 
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(2) Telephoned to Godesberg by H[err] Kordt. H[En""BOW] 
September 23. 

(3) Contents communicated by telephone to Dr. Best (Gestapo). 
v[ox] S[TBCHow] September 23. 

No. 577 
llt/118254 

TM Germn.n Ambassail-01' in Italy (Jlacken.sen) to t'M German 
Foreign. Jlif&Utry 

Telegram 

No. 250 of September 23 R01a, September 23, 1938-7:15 p.m. 
Received September 23,1938-10:10 p.m. 

Villani, the Hungarian Minister, who called on me today, con
finned to me that he had informed Count Ciano on instructions yes
terday that the Hungarian Government"had made it known officially 
in London and Prague that they would not tolerate any discrimina
tion against Magyar minority in Czechoslovakia in comparison with 
.other minorities. Ciano had noted this with some satisfaction, espe
cially since, as Minister added, Rome had recently pressed strongly 
in Budapest for Hungary to take such a step. In the course of yester
day's conversation Ciano had described military preparedness of 
France and Britain as very incomplete, and in contrast to ihis set 
on record that "Italy was rea~y down to the last detail." 

lliCKL"fSEY 

No. 578 
13t/1182H 

TM German. Charge d'AflaireB in. Ouclwslm:akia (Henck~) to the 
German Foreign. Jlinutry 

Telegram 

No. 4.27 of September 23 PRAGUE, September 23, 1938-7:3.5 p.m. 
Received September 23, 1938-10:10 p.m. 

1) The Sirovy Cabinet neither approaches the character of a 
military.government nor that of a cabinet of national concentration 
[Kon.untrationskaMnett]. It is far rather a presidential govern
ment, composed of officials subservient to BeneS, with a general 
tendency toward the Left. The only figures of. any importance in 
the Cabinet are General Sirovy, who is regarded by the mass of the 
people as guarantor of the preservation of Czech honor at a time 
of emergency, and Cerny, the new lfinister for the Interior, hitherto 
President of the Province of Moravia, who ostensibly is closely con-
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nected with the Agrarians, but who, in fact, is a Bene8 man .. For 
the rest, Agrarian influence is hardly represented. Negotiations are 
going on at present for the extension of the Cabinet by the inclusion 
of Slovaks. , 

Government is to be regarded as a transitional Cabinet' which 
may within a short time be replaced by a Party Cabinet. Its task 
is to maintain law and order, and carry out the frontier revision. 

The aim of its foreign policy may well be to ·obtain a guarantee 
of th~ Czechoslovak Rump State by the European Powers. Until 
this guarantee is obtained Sirovy wishes to attempt t_o nutiutu.in the 
CZech executive authority in the Sudeten German territory and does 
not wish to give up the possibility. of defending the State frontier. 
Decisive in this connection is tl).e generally prevailing view that 
Germany is seeking a pretext for war, so that she will not have to 
declare herself satisfied with the Sudeten German territory alone. 
Hence also the military reoccupation of part of the frontier terri
tory, and the placing of troops ·in readiness between March and 
Waag.U . 

2) lf~v~rish measures taken in Prague for defense against air 
attack. Construction of gun and machine gun emplacements. 

3) Complete quiet prevaUs in the capital at the moment. How
ever, Communist ploq; are feared. Important Government offices 
occupied by military. Railway guards strengthened. Communist 
printing press has been searched. and put under seal. Communist 
newspaper Pravo Lidu suspended. No reports of disturbances from 
the provinces. 

HENCKE 

No. 579 
189/126236-31 

Th~ German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
Ge'f"'"JW,n Foreign Ministry · 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT LoNDON, September 23, 1938-8:33 a.m. 
No. 433 of September 23 Rer.eived September 23, 1938-9 p.m. 

Mr. Steward,12 the Prime Minister's Press Adviser, has just given 
Dr. Hesse, D.N.B. representative here, the following information: 

Chamberlain's position has been made extremely difficult by latest 
events in Godesberg. Persons friendly to Germany, of whom 

u Two tributaries of the Danube in Moravia and Slovakia respectively; in Czech, 
the Mora va and the V ah. · 

12 George F. Steward, a journalist, attached to the Prime Minister's Secretariat. 
Ct. footnote 56, p. 621. 
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Steward himself is one, are beginning to be afraid that the Prime 
Minister will not be able to hold out in face of the reYolt of public 
opinion which is brewing in England. He referred to the 2,0(10 
meetings of the Labor Party ca.lled for the week end and to growing 
opposition within the ConserntiYe Party itself. In Yiew of this 
state of affairs Chamberlain could not continue as he had been doing 
without exposing himself to the danger of immediate o¥erthrow. 
The consequence would be the formation of a Cabinet under Eden 
and Churchill, which could only be described as a War Cabinet. 

Steward added that the atmosphere, which a week ago had been 
definitely favorable to German wishes, threatened to swing onr to 
the opposite extreme as a result of German press propaganda. He 
stated that German propaganda ~cted like the threat of an ulti
matum and thus hit the Englishman in his most tender psychological 
spot. No British Prime Minister could afford to give the impression 
that he was acting under threat of force. 

In conclusion, Steward said that he had no authority for giving 
Dr. Hesse this information. But he had felt obliged to giYe him his 
impression of the actual state of affairs candidly and in an entirely 
friendly manner. 

From private statements by a friend of Halifax's it appears that 
the foregoing ideas correspond to the views of Government circles 
here. 

KoRIYr 

No. 580 
l:W/126238 

TM German Charge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to t'M 
German Foreign MinitJtry 

Telegram 
Transmitted by telephone 

n::B.Y t:.RGENT LoNDON, September 23, 1938-9 p.m. 
No. rn of September 23 Received September 23, 1938-9:10 p.m. 

The views of a third party on the present mood of the British 
public, repeated in telegraphic report No. 433, are entirely shared 
by me. 

KoRIYr 
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No. 581 
139/126243 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Hencke) and the 
Military Attache of the German Legation in Czechoslovakia 
(Toussaint) to the German f'oreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. _428 of September 23 PRAGUE, September 23, 1938-11:30 p.m. 
Received September 24, 1938-3 :15 p.m. 

For Supreme Headquarters of the W ehrmacht, Attache Section. 
Sirovy Cabinet, which has strong tendencies toward the Left, is 

regarded as a government for carrying out the frontier revision. 
Determination to defend the frontier of the State against "humiliat
ing demands" is expected of it. 

Troop movements on frontier, partly of battalions which are re
turning from the Prague area to the front, are reported. Troop 
concentrations between March and 'Vaag continue. General Faucher 
has resigned his post as head' of the French Military Mission, and 
has placed himself at the disposal of the Czech General Staff. 

Extensive measures against air attack taken in Prague. No 
demonstrations. 

No. 582 
139/126253 

ToussAINT 
HENCKE 

'J'he German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 13 

Telegram 

IMMEDIATE Moscow, September 23, 1938-11 :!>9 p.m. 
No. 197 of September 23 Received September 24, 1938-1:15 a.m. 

I learn in strict confidence from the Polish Charge d' Affaires.t4 

Potemkin requested the Polish Charge to call on him this morning 
and handed him a paper without heading which he had signed, and 
which contained the following: "Soviet Government has learned. of 
Polish troop concentration on the Czechoslovak frontier as prepara
tion for invasion of Czechoslovakia. In spite of circulation of this 
alarming news no Polish dementi has been issued. The Soviet Gov
ernment must now declare that, if no dementi is issued and Polish 

11 The gist of this report was also received by the Foreign Ministry by telephone 
from the Polish Embassy in Berlin. 

•• T. Jankowski. 
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troops should cross the Czechoslonk frontier, they would be com
pelled to denounce the Polish-Soviet Pact of NonageOTeSSion 11 pur
suant to article 2." The Polish Charge immediately informed War
saw and received instructions by telephone to hand Potemkin a note 
in the same form to the effect that the Polish Government had the 
incontestable right, without rendering account, to undertake all 
measures which appeared to them necessary for the security of 
Polish territory. The Polish Government were aware of the pos
sibility of the denunciation of the NonageOTeSSion Pact. The Polish 
Charge d'Affaires carried out these instructions this evening and 
also added by word of mouth, in accordance with instructions, that 
the Polish Government were all the more astonished over the Soviet 
step as the Polish Government had taken no special measures on the 
Polish-Czechoslo¥ak frontier. 

The French Ambassador was asked to call on Potemkin this 
afternoon, evidently to be informed of the Soviet demarche with 
the Polish Embassy. 

No. 583 
340/199045-'11 

Memorandum on the Conversation Between the Fuhrer and Reich 
Chancellor and Neville Chamberlain, the Brituh Prime Minuter, 
at Godesberg on the Eveni'}g of September f3, 1938 

The conversation took place in the presence of the Reich Foreign 
Minister, State Secretary von Weizsicker, Sir Horace 'Vilson, Sir 
Nevile Henderson, and .Mr. Kirkpatrick. 

In his introductory remarks the Fiihrer first thanked the British 
Prime Minister in his own name as well as in the name of the 
Genna~ people for his efforts to secure a. peaceful solution of the 
Czechoslovak problem. He, the Fiihrer, knew that for Mr. Chamber
lain, these efforts had not only involved a great physical strain, but 
that great political courage had also been required to carry out this 
effort in the cause of peace. The negotiations had indeed been diffi-

- cult. And even if the Fiihrer"s ancestors came from Lower Saxony 
and he could also say that both the Prime Minister and he himself 
were of northern origin, it was still difficult to find a common basis 
in a matter which lwo peoples regarded from completely different 
angles. For England the Czechoslo-rak question was a problem of 
general policy and general principles. For Germany, on the other 
hand, it was a question of national life and national honor. In spite 
of the different angles from which Great Britain and Germany 

• Signed in 1.932 and renewed in 1935. 
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viewed the problem under discussion, he (the FUhrer) hoped that it 
would still be possible to find a peaceful·solution together. If this 
were achieved, the success would in large measure be due to Mr. 
Chamberlain. · . . 

Chamberlain answered that he much appreciated the words in 
which the FUhrer had thanked him for his efforts. He had listened 
with special pleasure to the FUhrer's last remarks in which he had 
expressed his hope that a peaceful solution was still possible. He 
assumed that the FUhrer would state this hope in more concrete 
form, for it had been agreed that a memorandum stating the German. 
proposals was to be submitted by the Germans. · · 

Thereupon the German memorandum 18 was handed to the British, 
the FUhrer stating that it contained essentially ideas and suggestions 
which he had already stated in the course of previous conversations. 

In the last few years Germany had had to tackle a series of 
national questions, the solution of which had been a vital necessity. 
Unfortunately Great Britain had often not only been completely 
indifferent to Germany's efforts, but had even adopted an attitude 
opposed to Germany, especially in the British press. This was the 
first occasion on which Germany felt she could say with some satis
faction that Great Britain on her part was striving for a solution. 
in a spirit friendly to Germany of the one remaining question at 
issue. If these efforts led to success, this might well be regarded as 
a turning point in Anglo-German relations. 

Chamberlain answered that the achievement of such ··a turning 
point in relations between these two countries was "his·· great am
bition." 17 He hoped very much that a peaceful solution of the ques
tion at issue could be found, a solution which he would defend with 
all his power, even if it were perhaps not altogether agreeable to 
certain sections of publiQ opinion in Great Britain. For he, too, 
believed that then a turning poin.t in the relations of bOth countries 
would come about. Hitherto he himself had already exerted 'extraor
dinary efforts to make progress in this direction. He must, however, 
state with regret that so far he had met with only "very little 
response"11 from the Fuhrer. The Fuhrer had told him that if he, 
Chamberlain, succeeded in getting the principle of cession of territory 
to Germany accepted, at the first talk at Berchtesgaden, a discussion 
could take place on methods and procedure for carrying out this 
principle. He had now done what the FUhrer asked. The principle 
of cession of territory had been accepted, not only by Great Britain 

"Doeument No. 584, p. 908. The copy there printed Is that dispatched to the 
Foreign Ministry in Berlln. 

"Tbls phrase Is repeated In English In parentheses In the original 
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and France, but also by Cz£'choslovakia. H£' had therefore thought 
that G£"rmany would now be prepared to discuss methods and pro
cedure for applying it. Instead of this, Germany had refused even 
to consider the British proposals. It had be£'n categorically stated 
that certain things must be done and done quickly. The Germans 
were not prepared to ent£'r into any discussion as to how the above
mentioned principle could be put into execution peacefully and in 
an orderly manner. . 

Here the Fuhrer interjected that the British gentlemen naturally 
regarded the Czechoslovak question in a purely objective way. For 
Germany, on the other hand, it was a problem which stirred the 
country's emotions deeply, so that the 'consequences of conditions in 
Czechoslovakia were gradually coming to be felt as intolerable. The 
British must just imagine that a territory outside Great Britain was 
inhabited by 3¥2 million British, and that within 14 days alone 
120,000 British refugees had poured into Great Britain; then people 
in Great Britain would not be able to regard the problem with de
tached calm. In the case of Czechoslovakia it was a question for 
Germany of a long-standing wrong which had lasted 20 years and 
had now led to an open crisis. · This wrong could now no longer be 
tolerated. Germany of course fully recognized the British efforts 
toward a solution. In the prevailing circumstances, however, the 
case of Czechoslovakia could not be made a touchstone for methods 
and procedure, as the question· had far greater significance, and 
brought quite different emotionally conditioned reactions into play. 

Chamberlain again complained that, in spite of their recognition 
of his personal efforts, the Germans had not examined the British 
proposals properly and were now hastily and precipitately making 
for a solution by force which would entail frightful losses in human 
life and great suffering for those involved in the catastrophe. At 
this point, the Fuhrer interjected that Chamberlain was mistaken if 
he thought that his ideas and suggestions had not been examined by 
the Germans. He (the FUhrer) had had no idea that the British 
would be prepared to undertake the role of mediator. He had al
ready been determined to settle the question quite differently, and 
the German memorandum, which had now been handed over, was 
the result of the fact that the British proposals had been examined 
and taken into consideration. The British must not forget that the 
view was widely held in Germany that it would be best to do away 
with the Czechoslovak State altogether and establish frontiers ac
cording to purely strategic considerations. If the German memo
randum did not adopt this view, then this was to be regarded as a 
result of the British suggestions. 
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Chamberlain went on to say that he could not believe that the 
Fiihrer, just for the sake of a few days,18 would be prepared to 
gamble away all chances19 of collaboration between Germany and 
Great Britain, and of the achievement of a durable peace and lasting 
welfare among the nations. 

He (Chamberlain) had been fully in favor of a reasonable solu
tion. No one could reproach him with having been unreasonable 
during these discussions. In these proposals he had been guided by 
healthy understanding of human nature. If everything were upset 
now, there was a fearful risk that all prospects of a peaceful solution 
would be destroyed; "If a little more time were allowed a clash 
might possibly be avoided, but if time limits were set in the memo
randum, which in one case expired even as early as September 26, 
then a clash was inevitable. 

At this point a message was brought to the FUhrer that B(meS 
had just (10:30 p.m.) announced over the Czechoslovak radio gen
eral mobilization in Czechoslovakia.20 When the Fiihrer communi· 
cated this information to the British, they were extremely taken 
aback, and Chamberlain said that a development which he had long 
feared had occurred. 

When the FUhrer thereupon stated that now, of course, the whole 
affair was settled, Chamberlain contradicted him and described the 
mobilization in Czec}10slovakia as an understandable measure of 
precaution on the part of the Czechs. In itself mobilization was not 
an offensive measure, but could very well be regarded as a d~fensive 
measure. 

The FUhrer answered that now that mobilization had once taken 
place, the Czechs would not dream of ceding any territory to Ger
many. Chamberlain disagreed. The Czechs, urged by Great Britain 
.1.nd France, had already agreed to the cession of territory. They 
would not go back on this assurance. -It still remained a matter of 
settling the question of the practical execution of this assurance. 

The FUhrer replied that the Czechs, by their mobilization, would 
naturally force him to take countermeasures. He must state, how
ever, that the Czechs had mobilized first. Chamberlain contradicted 
this. Germany had mobilized first. She had 1% million men under .. 
arms, and had stationed tanks and aircraft in large numbers on the · 
Czech frontier; that had represented a threat to Czechoslovakia. 

u The phrase "just for the sake of a few days" is written In Engli$ with pencil 
in the margin. . · 

.. The phrase "I can't believe that the Fiihrer will be prep~:red to gambl.e away 
all chances, etc." appears in English in parentheses In the original 

• Bene§ gave the order for general mobilization at 10 p.m. See document No. 
591, p. 920. . . . 
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The Fiihrer had often told him, Chamberlain, that he did not trust 
the word of the Czechs. On the Czech side the situation was similar; 
there, too, it was thought that the FUhrer's words concealed com
pletely different intentions, and therefore ·mobilization had been 
ordered as a precautionary measure. 
· The Fiihrer denied that Germany had mobilized. The world 
would be able to note the difference between the peacetime army 
and an army at war strength when Germany actually ordered 
mobilization. He, the FUhrer, had expressly stated that the present 
state of affairs would not last. He had his duty toward the German 
people. For 18 years all attempts to reach a peaceful settlement 
with Czechoslovakia had failed. · 

Chamberlain replied that in the course of the conversations the 
FUhrer had repeatedly told him that in the Sudetenland people were 
being shot, persecuted, and driven from the country, and that this 
was an intolerable situation which must come to an end. If, how
ever, this end were brought about by a solution by force, then there 
would be infinitely more loss of life and the result would be infinitely 

. more destruction and devastation. For, even if the war could be· 
limited to Czechoslovakia, it would cause quite considerable losses. 

The Fiihrer here recalled the German proverb: "Better an end to 
terror than terror without end [Lieber ein Ende mit Schrecken al8 
ein Schrecken ohne Ende]." 

Chamberlain asked the FUhrer whether the German memorandum 
was really his last word and whether he was really resolved to go 
no farther, when agreement had already been so nearly reached •. 

The Fiihrer answered that the memorandum was indeed his last 
word and that, moreover, he must repeat that the Czech mobilization 
compelled him to take certain military measures. 

Chamberlain answered that in these circumstances there was no 
point in continuing the conversations. He had done his utmost, his 
efforts had failed. He was going away with a heavy heart, for the 
hopes with which he had come to Germany were destroyed. But his 
conscience was clear. He had done everything humanly possible to 
bring about a peaceful solution. 

Herr von Ribbentrop, .Reich Foreign Minister, pointed out to Mr. 
Chamberlain that he had made his last remarks without having care
fully studied the ~erman memorandum, and confirmed that that 
afternoon Chamberlain had asked the FUhrer, through Sir Nevile 
Henderson and Sir Horace Wilson, to submit to him a memorandum 

. on the German point of view, which he would then transmit to the 
Czech Gpv~rnment, with a request for an immediate decision. In 
response to the British request, this memorandum had been drawn 
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up by the Germans and contained German proposals for a peaceful 
solution of the Czech problem. He (Herr von Ribbentrop) merely 
wanted to make it clear that Chamberlain had actually made his 
statements without a knowledge of the memorandum and that, if it 
were now asserted by the British that Germany had not proposed 
a peaceful solution, this represented an altogether novel way of 
negotiating. . 

Chamberlain replied that in his remarks the Reich Foreign Min
ister had not taken into consideration the fact that the FUhrer him
self had stated at the beginning of the talks that the memorandum 
contained essentially the same proposals as had already been made 
in the course of the conversation. It might therefore be said that 
there was in fact nothing new, and that everything contained in the 
memorandum was already known to the British side. It was very 
important for him, Chamberlain, to ·know "whether the FUhrer 
would hold his hand."21 ·· 

The FUhrer asked what Chamberlain meant by "hold his hand 
[ nichta ooternehmen] ." 

Chamberlain replied that he must ask himself whether by Ger
many's military measures in face of the Czech mobilization, about 
which the FUhrer had previously spoken, the invasion of Czech 
territory by German troops was not perhaps to be understood¥ 

The FUhrer answered that the military measures of which he had 
spoken were not tantamount to an invasion of Czechoslovakia. As 
long as the negotiations were in progress, he would not invade that 
country. 

Chamberlain answered that, in these circumstances, he would be 
prepared, according to the FUhrer's proposal, to submit the German 
memorandum to the Czech Government and to ask the latter for an 
early reply. He was doing this on the FUhrer's assurance that there 
would be no invasion. He would not give up hope of peace until 
peace was finally destroyed. . 

The Foreign Minister, Ribbentrop, referred to the fact that, in 
spite of the acceptance by Czechoslovakia of the cession of territory 
arranged by Chamberlain, things had been brought more and more 
to a head through intolerable measures within Czechoslovakia itself, 
until tlus evening when the mobilization order had been announced. 
It was wrong to maintain that Chamberlain's efforts for peace had 
met with no success with the FUhrer. Such a complaint should be 
addressed to Prague. The situation was in fact as follows: Great 
Britain and France as well as the Czech Government had accepted 
the cession of territory. The difference existing at the moment was 

• This phrase ls repeated in English in parentheses In the orlgtnaL 
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really only on one point. The Fuhrer rightly regarded the words and 
basic declarations of Czechoslovakia with the deepest mistrust. He 
wanted to see deeds, and that quickly. Quick action was also neces
.sary because the state of mind brought about by the mobilization 
order would lead to the very situation which Mr. Chamberlain 
wanted to avoid. It could not be said that efforts for peace had 
failed, but, if peace were to be preserved, action must be taken • 
quickly, and not delayed by any questions of procedure. 

Chamber;Iain answered that to him the most difficult point seemed 
to be the extremely .short time limit set in the memorandum. If, as 
was to be assumed, the Czech Gover:runent published the memoran
dum after they received it, it was to be expected that the form in 
which it was drawn up would have a deplorable effect on public 
opinion in Great Britain and abroad. In form it was an ultimatJim 
and not a document of negotiation. 

The FUhrer answered that the German document was a memo
randum and not an ultimatum. After 2 days' negotiations in Godes
berg they had now reached a point where concrete proposals had 
to be made. After the vicissitudes of the negotiations, which had 
now lasted nearly a fortnight, a concrete proposal which could form 
a basis for acceptance or rejection by Czechoslovakia was necessary. 
Furthermore, in face of the Czech mobilization, Germany was 
obliged to envisage military measures, which in their turn would 
perhaps cause certain consequences in other countries. That would 
lead to a state of tension, which could not last and must be ended 
as quickly as possible. For this reason, too, time Iilitits had been 
set in the German memorandum. 

Chamberlain repeated that in its present form the memorandum 
would have a very bad effect on public opinion in Great Britain and 
other countries. It was couched in the language of a conqueror 
who dictated his will to the conquered, laid down everything in pre
cise terms, and left no time for discussions on measures for the 
peaceful and orderly execution of the existing basic plans. He 
(Chamberlain) fully understood that there was no time to be lost. 
But even so, the memorandum did not need to contain formulas and 
time limits. amounting .to an ultimatum. . 

The Fuhrer pointed out that Mr. Chamberlain had not yet studied 
the German document sufficiently to express a final opinion on it. 
He asked· him to state more precisely what he objected to in the 
German memorandum. The fiwt remained that Czechoslovak terri
tory would be ceded to Germany. Agreement on that had been 
reached by all sides.· Cession meant that at a given time Czech 
troops and police would have to leave the district and German troops 
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would occupy it. The whole thing was only a question of dates and 
time limits, which was apparently causing difficulties here, but in any 
case the moment for evacuation would certainly come. 

Chamberlain repeated that he would naturally fulfill his duty as 
mediator by forwarding the document to Czechoslovakia. :j3ut at 
the same time he thought it right to point out most emphatically 
the very bad impression which the document would have on public 
opinion, mainly because of its form. He would go through it in 
detail and make observations on the individual points. He could; 
however, repeat at once that the worst feature in the German memo
randum was the time limit which was in part, from a purely material 
point of view, completely insufficient for the execution of the most 
necessary preparatory measures. For the rest, it was naturally the 
business of the Czechs to say whether they accepted the memorandum 
or not. If they accepted it, then of course he agreed with the FUhrer 
that there was no time to lose. Moreover, he would ask the Czechs 
to answer as soon as possible. If the Czechs accepted the memo-

. randum he would do all in his power to prevent unreasonable delays. 
He said this in full consciousness of the responsibility which he was 
undertaking. 

The FUhrer answered that the Czechs had now mobilized for the 
second time; the first time had been on M:ay 21. The Czech mobiliza
tion would cause Germany to call up further strong classes of re
servists. The situation thus created could not last long. Quite apart 
from the growing unrest on the frontier, Germany could not keep 
90 to 100 divisions under arms indefinitely and do nothing but wait. 
On the other hand, he was forced to resort to comprehensive calling
up of reservists, because he would not be fulfilling his duty to his 
country if he did ·not take precautionary measures. It was quite 
possible that tl 3 new Czech Government would no longer adhere to 
the promises made by their predecessors. In England this would 
certainly be received with great indignation. Germany, however, 
would thereby be placed in an extremely difficult position: It would 
therefore be best if the period of uncertainty were made as short as 
possible, as had been done in the German memorandum. 

At this point in the discussion the British withdrew for a s\wrt 
private consultation. 

When the conversation was resumed, the Fuhrer stated that·, in
stead of the several time limits in the German memorandum, he was 
prepared to set one single date, if that would facilitate Chamberlain's 
task. He therefore proposed the substitution of all time limits 
mentioned in the memorandum by a provision according to which 
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the Czech Government would have to surrender the area marked on 
the enclosed map 21• by October 1. 

Chamberlain answered that in his capacity of mediator he was 
naturally not in a position either to accept or reject proposals by 
the FUhrer; he could only transmit them. However, he fully appre
ciated the FUhrer's consideration on the point. 
Ther~upon the whole German memorandum, which was submitted 

only in the German text, was read out in English and individual 
points explained. 

Chamberlain then mentioned the British proposal to divide the ter· 
ri~ry to be ceded into a zone to be occupied immediately, compris
ing those areas which were definitely "pre.ponderantly German," 21 

and a further zone where the preponderance of the German element 
was less definite. In the British view it was considered better if 
immediate occupation were confined to the first-mentioned areas, 
while those areas in which the preponderance of the German popu· 
lation was not established with such absolute certainty should be 
occupi.ed by Germany only after a plebiscite, and according to the 

· results of that plebiscite. If it were possible for the Fiihrer to accept 
this proposal, it would greatly ease the situation. 

The Fiihrer answered that he had examined these ideas carefully 
with his military advisers. Unfortunately, they had reached the 
conclusion that the proposal could not be put into effect for purely 
technical reasons. In many ~ases the railways and roads to be used 
in the occupation passed through those areas which, according to the 
British proposal, were not to be occupied by Germany at once. 
Having regard to this, therefore, the British proposal could not be 
agreed to for technical reasons. :Moreover, he (the Fiihrer) certainly 
did not demand that the Czechs should evacuate the language en
clave of Iglau; for that would be an impossible demand on the same 
grounds. Besides, it wasimportant that a. visible authority should 
be set up in just those areas which .t<ere les;; uniformly German, and 
then peace and order would at once be restored. The fact must also 
be taken into consideration that in the area occupied by the Czechs 
there were large German-language enclaves, not only in West Czecho
slovakia but also, above all, in the eastern areas, which to a certain 
degree formed the counterpart of the disputed areas occupied by 
Germany. Sir Horace 'Vilson once again explained to the FUhrer 
the British proposal in relation to the last-mentioned point by saying 
tharall areas in which the German population amounted to at least 

11• The map has not been found, but see appendix VI, which Is taken from the 
German White· Book. Verhandlungeta zur Li:isung d.er Budetenlleutschen Frage, 
1985, Nr. L 

• This phrase is repeated in English In parentheses In the Clriglnal. 
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80 percent of the total population were to be occupied immediately 
by German troops, and that the remainder of the area was , to be 
occupied immediately after the result of the plebiscite was estab
lished. The difference between the British and the German view lay 
only in the fact that Germany wanted to occupy at once a l~rger 
area, only perhaps to give up again certain parts after the plebiscite 
in the course of the frontier adjustment; according to the British 
plan, a smaller area would be occupied at first, to which later, after 
the plebiscite, further areas would be added. 

In answer to these statements the Fiihrer repeated the arguments 
he had already advanced. . . 

When Chamberlain suggested that the area not to be occupied 
by German troops at first might perhaps be guaranteed by interna
tional troops, the FUhrer answered that things had gone too_ far in 
Czechoslovakia for the German population to be burdened yet again 
by an international occupation. 

Chamberlain then put the further question, what protection Ger
many would provide within the area to be occupied by her for the 
Czechs living there, and also for those German!> who were known to 
be opposed to an Anschluss. He raised this point because he ex
pected that questions of this kind would be addressed to him in 
Great Britain, and he asked the FUhrer to tell him what answer he 
could give. 

The FUhrer said that a reference to the Saar plebiscite and the 
conditions under which it had taken place ~ould certainly suffice in 
this instance. If anyone engaged in Communist activities in Ger
many today, he was punished. That woqld, of course, also apply to 
the occupied areas. If anyone had taken part in or were guilty of the 
murder of Germans, he would naturally be brought to account for 
this also in the occupied areas. "' 

After the discussion of the redrafting of certain passages of the 
German memorandum in the light of the foregoing exchange of 
ideas, the conversation, which had begun about 11 p.m. came to an 
end about 1:45 a.m. When leaving the hall of the hotel Chamber
lain bade a hearty farewell to the Fiihrer; he said he had the feeling 
that a relationship of confidence had grown up between himself and · 
the FUhrer as a result of the conversatitms of the last few days, in 
the course of which each side had spoken very frankly, without the 

· other side taking offense. He did not cease to hope that 'the present 
difficult crisis would be overcome, and then he would be glad to dis
cuss other problems still outstanding with the Fiihrer in the same 
spirit. 

The FUhrer thanked Chamberlain for his words and told him that 
he had similar hopes. As he had already stated several times, the 
Czech problem was the last territorial demand which he had to make 

'ltT'"-41-ftl. D-fil 
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in Europe. In addition, as already mentioned, Germany would of 
course bring up the colonial problem. However, this was not a war
lib demand and had nothing to do with mobilization. 

Chamberlain replied that in the questions to be discussed after 
the solution of the Czech crisis he still had in mind further and 
greater problems, and took his leave with a hearty "Auf wieder
sehen." 

Submitted herewith to the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor accordin('l' . e 
to instructions. · 

BERLiN, September 25,1938. 

No. 584 
2369/495018-20 

DR. SCHlliDT 

Counselor of Legation 

Memorandum Handed by the Fuhrer to the British Prime M inistern 

· • (Pol. IV 6522) 

To be forwarded to Herr Woermann, the Under State Secretary, 
immediately. 

The State Secretary is of the opinion that the diplomatic missions 
concerned shonld be informed of the broad outlines as soon as pos
sible, and above all and primarily, Prague, as quickly as possible. 

lfEXORANDUl( 

Reports which are increasing in number from hour to hour regard· 
ing incidents in the Sudetenland show that the situation has become 
completely intolerable for the Sudeten German people and, in con
sequence, a danger to the peace of Europe. It is therefore essential 
that the separation of the Sudetenland agreed to by ·czechoslovakia 
shonld be effected without any further delay. On the attached map 2• 

(the map will be brought along by the delegation) the Sudeten German 
area which is to be ceded is shaded red. The areas i:p. which, over and 
above the areas which are to be occupied, a plebiseit~ is also to be held 
are drawn in and shaded green. . · .. 

The final delimitation of the frontier must· correspond to the 
wishes of those concerned. In order to determine these wishes, a 
certain period is necessary for the preparation of the voting, during 
which disturbances must in all circumstances be prevented. A situ
ation of parity must be created. The area. designated on the attached 
map as a German area. will be occupied by German troops without 
taking account as to whether in the pleb1scite there may prove to 
be-in this or that part of the area a Czech majority. On the other 
hand; the Czech territory is occupied by Czech troops without regard 

. to the question whether, within this area, there lie large German 

• Document No. 6 in the British White Paper, Cmd. 5847. 
• See appendix VL 
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lan~age islands,· the majority of which will without doubt avow : 
their German nationality in the plebiscite. 

With a view to bringing about an immediate and final solution 
of the Sudeten German problem the following proposals are now 
made by the German Government:- . · 

. I 

1. Withdrawal of the whole Czech armed forces, the' police, 
the gendarmerie, the customs officials, and the frontier guards 
from the area . to be evacuated as designated on the attached 
map, this area to be handed over to Germany on October 1. 

2. The evacuated territory is to be handed over in its present 
condition (see further details in appendix). The German Gov
ernment agree that a plenipotentiary representative ·of the Czech 
Government or of the Czech Army should be attached to the 
headquarters of the German military forces to settle the details 
of the modalities of the evacuation. 

3. The Czech Government discharges at once to their homes 
all Sudeten Germans serving in the military forces or the police 
anywhere in Czech State territory. · 

4. The Czech Government liberates all political prisoners of 
German race. 

5. The German Government agrees to permit a plebiscite to 
take place in those areas, which will be more definitely defined, 
before at latest November 25. Alterations to the new frontier 
arising out of the plebiscite will be settled by a German-Czech 
or an international commission. The plebiscite itself will be 
carried out under the control of an international commission. 
All persons who were residing in the areas in question on Octo
ber 28, 1918, or were born there prior to this date will be eligible 
to vote. A simple majority of all eligible male and female 
voters will determine the ·desire of the population to belong to 
either the German Reich or to the Czech State. During the 
plebiscite both parties will withdraw their military forces out 
of areas which will be defined more precisely. The date and 
duration will be settled by the German and Czech Governments 
together. . 

6. The German Government proposes that an authoritative 
German-Czech commission should be set up to settle all further 
details. · 

Godesberg, September 23, 1938. 
APPENDIX 

The evacuated Sudeten German territory is to be handed oyer 
without destroying or rendering unusable in any way military, com
mercial, or traffic establishments (plants). These include the ground 
organization of the air service and all wireless stations. 

All commercial and trnnspmt materials, especially the . rolling 
stock of the railway system, in the designated areas, are to be handed 
over undamaged. The same applies to all public utility services 
(gas works, power stations, etc.). 

Finally, no foodstuffs, goods, cattle, raw material, etc. are to be 
removed. 



910 DOCUME..."'TS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

This is the text of the memorandum and its appendix which the 
,Fiihrer handed to the British Prime Minister this evening, and which 
the latter has promised to forward to the Czech Government. 

Telephoned at 2:45 a.m. on September 24:, 1938, by Counselor of 
Legation Altenburg to the transmitting station for onward dispatch. 

SEPJ'EMBEB 24, 1938. 

No. 585 
139/126259 

Memorandum by the Under State SeCTetary (Woermann) for th6 
Foreign Minister25 

BERLIN, September 23, 1938. 
To RM Secretariat with the request to transmit to Godesberg. 
The Hungarian Minister informed me that the British Minister 

had. yesterday undertaken a very strong demarche in Budapest. He 
had represented that the Hungarian military measures clearly indi
cated an attempt to intimidate the Czechoslovak Government, and 
had registered a protest against the adoption of such measures in 
Hungary. The Minister had expressed an urgent warning, and 
added that the British Government must decline all responsibility 
for the consequences of military action. Kanya, the Foreign Minis
ter, had emphatically repudiated these charges. It was the Czechs 
who were guilty of provocat~on and not the Hungarians. As far as 
Hungary was concerned these were purely defensive measures. (Ac
cording to a well-known confidential source Kanya had, on the con
trary, promised the British Minister that no further military meas
ures would be taken.) 

WoERMANN 

• The substance of this and of the following document had been telephoned to 
Woermann by the Hungarian Minister, Szt6jay, earlier on September 23, and 
had been confirmed by Szt6jay in writing In a personal letter to Woermann dated 
the same day (330/195731-32~. 
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No. 586 
139/126257 

Memorandum by the Under State Secretary (Woermann)26 

BERLIN, September 23, 1938. 
The Hungarian Minister has informed me that Hungary has the 

following wishes in respect of the Czechoslovak question, and has 
already transmitted them directly to Godesberg: 

1) Reincorporation into Hungary of the Hungarian-inhabited 
territories of the present Czechoslovakia (inhabited by Hungarians). 

2) Practical guarantee of the right of self-determination for the 
Slovaks and Ruthenians incorporated in the present Czechoslovakia. 

WoERMANN. 

111 See document No. 585, aupra, and footnote 25 thereto. 



CHAPTER VII . 

THE SEPTEMBER CRISIS; MUNICH 
No. 587 

330/195641-45 

MemO'I'andum by the Director of the Economic Department of the 
Foreign Ministry (Wiehl) 

(e. o. W III 7289) 

)fEMORANDUl[ ON THE DEPARTMENTAL DISCUSSION OF SEPTEMBER 2!, 
1938, IN THE FoREIGN MINISTRY REGARDING THE EcoNo:wc PREPA

RATIONS FOB THE EVENT OF A TEMPORARY GEIWAN Mn.rrABY Occu
PATION OF THE SUDETEN GERMAN TERRITORY 

Present: 
Min. Dir. Wiehl 
Counselor of Legation Clodius 
Min. Rat. Schefold 

llin. Dgt. Landwehr 

llin. Dir. Wucher 
Inspector General Hossfeld 
llin. Dir. Osthoff 
llin. Dir. Leibbrand 
Director of Railways, Ebeling 
llin. Dir. Waldeck 
llin. Dgt. Gramsch 
Rb. Dir. Schniewind 
Rb. Dir. Wilhelm 
Colonel Sta p 
llajor Schue 

_Kapitan zur See Biirkner 

912 

Foreign Ministry 

" " 
Reich Ministry for Food 

and Agriculture 
Reich Ministry for Eco

noinics 
Reich Finance Ministry 

" " " 
Reich Transport Ministry 

" " " 
" " " 
" " " 

Four Year Plan 
Reichsbank Directorate 

"" " 
General Sta1f 
Supreme Headquarters of 

Weh1'71Ulcht ( Luft
waffe) 

Supreme Headquarters of 
Wehrmacht (Foreign 
Section) 
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:Min. Dir. Wiehlread by way of introduction the text of the memo
randum which on September 23 had been delivered to the British 
Prime l\linister in Godesberg for transmission to the Czechoslovak 
Government,27 and opened for discussion the preparations which are 
to be made by the individual departments for the event contem
plated in the memorandum. 

The result of the discussion: 
1) Reichsmarl.: currency to be introduced immediately in the ter

ritory to be occupied with a rate of exchange for Czech crowns which 
has yet to be established. This is necessary for the simple reason 
that the military forces moving in, and the personnel ·of the German 
State Railways taking over, will only be furnished with mark cur
rency. The Reichsbank is considering whether it will be necessary 
and expedient to enlist the services of the Sudeten German branchei 
of the German /( reditanstalt in Prague for the issue of Reichsmark 
currency. 

2) German currency legislation is to be applied immediately in 
the territory to be occupied, at least insofar as is necessary to pre
vent the drain of currency abroad. 

3) Frontier security personnel are immediately to be moved ·up 
to the demarcation line, and control is to be so arranged that pro
hibited traffic of currency and goods across the line will be prevented. 

4) 1'he supervision of the present Reich frontier is to be main
tained until further notice for police reasons. Also this frontier 
will remain for the time being the authorized place for levying 
German customs duties (see, however, 5 h). 

5) The following distinctions are to be made with regard to 
goods traffic: 

a) Import of Sudeten German goods to Germany. 
b) Export of German goods to the Sudeten German territory. 
c) Export of Sudeten German goods to the Rump Czech State. 
d) Import of Czechoslovak goods to the Sudeten German ter-

ritory. . 
e) Importation from the Rump Czech State to Germany. 
/) Exportation from Germany to the Rump Czech State. 
g) Export of Sudeten German goods to other countries. , 
h) Impor~ation from other countries to the Sudeten GerJlllln 

territory. 

Under a) The import of Sudeten German goods to the German 
customs area shall be allowed duty free. In view of the scarcity of 
goods which is prevalent in Germany this [regulation] will in gen
eral prove unexceptionable as far as German industry is concerned. 
On the other hand, care must be taken that raw materials present in 

~~' Document No. 584, p. 008. 
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the Sudeten German territory are not bought up and removed to 
the territory of th~ Reich proper, to the con~uent prejudice of 
Sudeten German production. This should be secured by means of 
the issue of notices of sales restrictions through administrative chan
nels, and by supervision by the occupation authorities. 
· Under b) The export of German goods to the Sudeten German 

territory shall likewise be duty free. The fears expressed by the 
Sudeten Germans that the Sudeten German territory may be inun
dated with unwanted goods are not shared by the departments repre· 
sented. However, the matter must be discussed again with· the 
Sudeten German representatives. 
R.E~M. [Reich Food Ministry] will take the necessary measures 

for providing the Sudeten German territory with foodstuffs. 
Under c) It is undesirable that the export of Sudeten German 

goods to the Rump Czech State should be subjected by the Prague 
Government to Czechoslovak import duties and regulations, as this 
would mean a limitation of the previous sales market of the Sudeten 
German territory. Efforts must therefore be made in the German· 
Czech Commission to bring about a position in which at least an 
·agreed quota of Sudeten German goods may be imported duty free 
into the Rump Czech State, as was formerly the case in the Saar 
territory. The sales restrictions pursuant to article a) will provide 
against the-undesirable drain of raw materials, etc., into the territory 
of the Rump Czech State. · 

The necessary arrangements as to the method of payment for the 
export of Sudeten German goods into the Rump Czech State are to 
be made with the Czech Government through the German-Czech 
Commission. 

Under d) Importation from the Rump Czech State into the 
Sudeten German territory shall likewise be duty free for the present, 
so as to avoid placing a sudden burden on the outstanding orde~ 
of Sudeten German business undertakings. Possible efforts of the 
Czech Government to prevent exports, particularly raw materials~ 
to be opposed where possible. Measures to be taken on the present 
German customs frontier to ensure that goods which have been 
imported duty free from the ~ump Czech State into the Sudeten 
G~rman territory shall not enter the area of the Reich proper with
out payment of duty. 

The necessary arrangements as to the method of payment for 
imports from the Rump Czech State into the Sudeten German ter· 
ritory are to be made in the German-Czech Commission. 

Under e) Importation from the Rump Czech State to Germany 
will proceed in accordance with existing arrangements. It will be 
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possible to import Czech goods to the extent of the existing quotas. 
Duty will be levied pursuant to the rates in force on the present 
customs frontier. 

Under f) The existing German-Czech arrangements are to be 
observed for exportation from Germany into the Rump Czech, State 
providing that the· Czech Government does not take measures against 

·importation from Germany. The Czech customs clearance can only 
.take place at the demarcation line. 

Under g) The continuance of exportation from the Sudeten Ger
man 'territory to other countries is to be promoted where possible. 
There is no question of levying [Reich] German duties in this case.· 
Exportation to countries with no exchange control is to be pro
ceeded with pursuant to German currency regulations. In the case 
of exportation to countries which have clearing arrangements with 
Czechoslovakia, an arrangement is to be made in the German-Czech 
( ~ommission with regard to the payment of the proceeds of the 
export. 

Under h) Duty is to be paid on goods which are imported from. 
third countries into the Sudeten territory. Effort is to be made in 
this connection to levy duty either at a rate corresponding to that 
of· the [Reich] German or the former Czech import duties, whichevet 
is the lower. The R.F.M. (Reich Finance Ministry) will consider 
whether and in __ what manner such duties are to be levied. 

WIEHI. 

No. 588 
1339/353339-44 

The German Ambassador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

P.V. 47 - WARBA w, September 24, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6504). 

Subject: Polish claims to the Teschen territory.28 
. . 

So-called Teschen Silesia origi~'ally consisted of tlie present dis~ 
puted area between the rivers Olsa• and Ostrawica, with the addition 
of the Bielitz district and the main part of Upper Silesia. After 
the cession of Upper Silesia to Prussia '(1742) Teschen Silesia was 
amalgamated with the Bielitz area to form one administrative unit, 
"Eastern Silesia." i 

Whereas, after the downfall of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, 
the Bielitz district with the towns of Bielitz, Skotschau, and Polnisch 
Teschen went to Poland, the western part of the area, with the towns 

• See footnote 86, p. 817. 
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of Tschechisch Teschen, Friedek, Polnisch and lliihrisch Ostrau, 
Karwin, Freistadt, and Jablonkau, passed into the possession of 
Czechoslovakia, after sharp disputes between Poland and Czecho~ 
slovakia. 

This territory, the cession of which Poland now claims, covers an 
area of 1,269 square kilometers and has about 300,000 inhabitants. 
In its national composition this area is the typical example of a three~ 
cornered state, in which German, Polish, and Czechoslovak races 
intermingle. According to Czech calculations the proportion of Poles 
is some .80,000, whereas the Polish estimate puts the number of Poles 
in the area at 200,000. According to conservative estimates the Polish 
community numbers about 120,000. Poland, of course, includes over 
and above this the .40,000 Polish nationals (among them about 15,000 
Jews) living in this territory. It is not an exaggeration to put the 
number of Germans in this area at 30,000. The Polish population 
consists for the most part of the so-called Slonsaks who, like the 
population of Upper Silesia, speak a kind of Polish patois, the so~ 
called Slonsak dialect which contains many Czech elements. 

The struggle between Poland and Czechoslovakia for possession 
of the Teschen area goes back almost a thousand years. Until the 
middle of the fourteenth century Teschen belonged to Poland, at 
which time the Polish King, Casimir the Great (in the Treaty of 
Trecin [sic], 133529), renounced this ttlrritory in favor of the Crown 
of Bohemia. The Teschen dynasty of the Piasts thus became feuda
tories of the Bohemian Crown. When the House of Piast became 
extinct (seventeenth century) the country was annexed by the House 
of Hapsburg as a vacant fief, and remained part of Austria-Hungary 
until1918. Even during the war, when the downfall of the Austro
Hungarian monarchy was being prepared by Czechs and Poles, Benes 
claimed for Czechoslovakia the whole of so-called Eastern Silesia, 
including the parts which in the meantime had become Czech as well 
as Polish. At the same time Poland announced claims to this terri
tory on historical and ethnographicnl grounds. Poland originally 
wanted to leave Czechoslovakia in possession of the area of Friedek 
and that west of Freistadt, inhabited predominantly by Czechs. 
When the collapse of the .Austro-Hu:~garian monarchy occurred the 
Poles set up a National Council in Teschen and the Czechs a Na
tional Council in Polnisch Ostrau. As early as November 1918, both 
C..ouncils established a provisionul demarcation line, which on the 
whole respected ethnic considerations. At•cording to this the Poles 
a-eceived the districts of Bielitz, Tesc·hen, F1·eistadt, Kar\\·in, and 
Oderberg, while the Czechs received Polnisch Ostmu and the Friedek 
district, as well as the right to maintain a railway guard at Oderberg. 

• The Treaty of Trenl!ln Is meant. 
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In spite of this agreement a Czech attack took place as early as 
January 1919, on the territory granted to Poland, which was now 
occupied by Czech troops as far as the Olsa. Only the Bielitz dis
trict and the town of Polnisch Teschen now remained to Poland who, 
at that time, was not in a position to ward off the Czech ~ttack, 
because all her forces were engaged in a war against the so-called 
West Ukraine Republic. The Poles regarded the Czech attack as the 
brutal exploitation of an emergency. When the attempt was made 
to drive back the Czechs by arousing patriotic fervor, severe unrest 
resulted which finally culminated in a kind of guerrilla. warfare. 
As the Poles did not succeed in driving the Czechs out of the terri
tory, the Polish Government suggested a plebiscite to the Council of 
Four, and insisted, particularly to Wilson and Lloyd George, on the 
right of self-determination of peoples. Clemenceau was also won 
over to this idea. In 1920, therefore, an International Plebiscite 
Commission, whose duty it was to carry out the plebiscite, set to 
work in Teschen. 

Meanwhile, the plebiscite, which in the Polish view. would have 
resulted in a great victory for Poland, did not take place. Poland 
was now involved in a serious struggle against the Soviet Union. 
When the Soviet Russian Army was advancing .on Warsaw, and 
Poland had to ask for help from the Western Powers, Benes again 
took advantage of Poland's extremity to force the final cession of 
the territory between the Olsa and the Ostrawica to Czechoslovakia 
without a plebiscite. In view of the serious danger threatening the 
Polish State by a further advance of the Soviet Russian Army, the 
Polish Government had to submit to this pressure. The Council of 
Ambassadors took up the Czech claims and on July 28, 1920, decided 
on the final partition of the former administrative unit of Eastern 
Silesia, nnd awarded the territory between the Olsa and t.he Osh·a
wicn to Czechoslovakia. Poland was compensated by the .J;;ntente 
and also by Czechoslovakia for the loss of this territory with the 
prospect of obtaining part of Upper Silesia. The development of 
the Teschen question is, therefore, a kind of prelude to the later 
development in the struggle for upper Silesia. 

The decision of the Council of Ambassadors met with viole:Qt 
opposition from the Polish people and also from a large section of 
the population in the disputed territory. The attitude of the Czechs, 
who had twice exploited Poland's extremity in an extortionate way, 
has never been forgotten by the Poles. In the Treaty of Friendship 
between Poland and Czechoslovakia in 1921, the new frontier was 
at. any rate recognized. A further recognition followed in the 
:Minorities Agreement of 1925. The measures taken by the Cz~chs 
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to suppress and "Czechify" the Polish element occupied the Polish 
population in ever increasing degree in the following period. Until 
the conclusion of the Polish-German Agreement this did not appear 
much on the surface, because up to that time all national forces 
in Poland were absorbed in the Polish·German dispute. Immediately 
after the agreement was reached with Germany, Poland's attitude 
to Czechoslovakia changed, and at the same time the Polish claim 
for the return of the Teschen territory was once more publicly asserted 
with full emphasis. 

The Teschen territory is of special importance because of its eco
nomic wealth. The coal field of Karwin and Ostrau is said to be 
very productive and has specially good mining conditions. :More
over, Ostrau hard coal produces valuable smelting coke. The coal 
mines are ·for the most part owned by Count Larisch and Count 
Welczeck. Furthermore, there are ironworks with 5,000 employees 
in the Teschen area in Trzyniec. The Wittkowitz ironworks (22,000 
employees) are situated west of the Ostrawica, and therefore do not 
come into the territory originally claimed by the Poles. In any case, 
maps have .been published during the last few days showing the 
Polish claims, and in these the district in which Wittkowitz is situ
ated would also fall to Poland. 

The unique transport situation of the territory also deserves spe
cial mention. Oderberg, where lines from north to south and from 
east to west intersect, is one of the biggest railway junctions. 

According to population m·aps published by official Polish quarters, 
the eastern part of the territory is populated almost exclusively by 
Poles, while the western half is predominantly Czech. If, in spite 
of thi~, Poland today claims possession of the territory by appeal to 
the right of self-determinatio_n, it does so on the grounds that the 
Teschen territo~y forms a uniform whole which once belonged to 
Poland, and in which even today the Polish population is numeri-

. cally the largest. 
Finally, it should be mentioned in this connection that Poland is 

also raising further claims to Czechoslovak territory, namely, east 
_and west of Zakopane, in the Orawa district and in the Zips, where 
there are a few communities with Polish inhabitants. 

VON l!OLTKE 
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No. 589 
Ui85/382853-fi4 

The Acting Counselor of the German Embassy in Great B'fitain 
(Selzam) to the German Foreign Ministry 

! 
A3956 LoNDON, September 2!, 1938. 

(Pol. II 2952/38) 
Subject: British public and German propaganda. 

The spontaneous and enthusiastic demonstrations accorded to 
Chamberlain on the occasion of his first flight to Berchtesgaden were 
characteristic of the reaction produced in British public opinion by 
his bold decision. A period which led to the closing of the ranks of 
the British people and to extreme tension came to a sudden. end; from 
a frankly anti-German attitude there developed one which had 
friendly aspects. People were ready to forget what had previously 
stood in the way of an Anglo-German rapprochement, and to follow 
Chamberlain on his course. When the Prime Minister then returned 
from Berchtesgaden and succeeded in quick success~on in inducing 
the French, and then the Czech Cabinet as well, to accept his plan 
based on our racial 'demands, the public here was still prepared to 
support the Prime Minister's policy, in spite of the opposition 
expressed. 

About two days before his departure for Godesberg, a sudden 
change in public opinion set in. This arose, and daily assumed more 
dangerous aspects, as a result of German press and radio propaganda 
against Czechoslovakia, which is regarded here as being grossly 
exaggerated. This propaganda was felt to be extravagant, even 
hysterical, when, in spite of the published acceptance by the Czechs 
of the Anglo-French plan, it went a step farther and became the 
champion of Polish and Hungarian desires, and seized upon and 
advocated the idea of the destruction of Czechoslovakia. 

The distrust of the aims of our policy, which up to now .could be 
noted latently and vaguely here and there, and which found expres
sion in the speeches of Eden, Churchill, and Attlee, as well as in the 
resolutions passed by the Labor Party and the trade-unions, gained 
ground everywhere. It extended to all circles of the populatio11 
without exception, when on the 23d instant the news came that the 
Godesberg talks would not now be continued. Today's leading . 
articles from The Times and Daily Telegraph, which are enclosed,30 

are typical of this distrust on the part of the public here. The im
portant passages in them were written before this morning's joint 
Anglo-German communique was published. 

• Not printed here. 
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If we desire a normalization and improvement of .Anglo-German 
relations, the attitude of the British public, as generally demon
strated late yesterday evening, must serve as a warning signal. It is 
true that this morning there is a slightly less tense atmosphere. But 
if our aims were to become other than purely racial, if we digres..;;ed 
from. our present policy of wiping out the consequences of the sins 
of Versailles, and instead advocated imperialist ideas, we must 
reckon with the fact that the British nation as a whole will be ready 
to wage a war against Germany which, in actual fact, it does not 
want. 

SELZA}[ 

No. 590 
S30/lt5648 

T'M Uniler State Secretary (Woermann) to the German ,~1/ini~ter 
to Cuchoswvakia ( Eisenlohr) 

BERLIN, September 24, 1938. 
Dull lh:u EISE.'U.OHR: Could you possibly mark on a plan of 

town X, the district you wish to be exempted! 11 Or should I arrange 
this in Prague! 

With best wishes and Heil Hitler! 

To HERR. EI.SENLOHR, 

Hotel Esplanade, 
Bellewe Str. 16. 

l3t/1262H 

No. 591 

WoERlUNN 

TluJ German Charge tl' A If aires in Czechosloi•al..·ia ( H enc~·e) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 431 of September 23 PRAGn, September 24, 1938. 
Received September 24, 1938-12:10 a.m. 

Czech radio announces general mobilization at 10:30 [p.m.] On 
further inquiry at the Foreign Ministry, threat of war to Czechoslo
vakia is given as ·reason. 

• This presumably refers to the suggestion tbat. In the event of a German air 
nttack on Prague. the diplomatie quarter, round the Hradcuny, should be spared. 
~ doenment No. 623. p. 95L Eisenlohr had reeently been summoned to Berlin for 
urolooged oflicial coosultations. 
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No. 592 
139/126247 

1'1!e German Ohargi d'Affaires in (}zechoslovakia (Benc~·e) to tlte 
Ger1nan Foreign M inistr!l 

'l'elegraw 

uUIEDIATE PRAGUE, September 24:, 1938-1:40 a.m. 

No. 433 of September 2a Received September 24, 1938-4:30 a.m. 
Thirty minutes before the promulgation of the order for general 

mobilization, Ministerial Counselor Cermak, Director of the Euro
pean Department of the Foreign Ministry, who cannot move about 
owing to illness, asked me to visit him privately at 8 p.m., in order 
to acquaint me of the following in person: . 

BeneS and the Syrovy government were ready to accept any dic
tated settlement [Diktat] if Germany would allow the Czechs to 
live as an independent State in the area inhabited by them. Only 
the Communists wanted war. Cermak accounted for the new troop 
movements toward the frontier, which I described as incomprehen
sible and provocative, by referring to "the Czechs' crazy 1ear of a 
war aimed at completely annihilating the State." The Sudeten Ger
man territory could be evacuated in a. few days. An instruction 
from authoritative Reich-German quarters asking Sudeten Germans 
to maintain order would greatly ease the situation and would allay 
Czech fears. Czech executive authorities had received the order to 
exercise the greatest restraint; however, tl1ey could not be given 
general instructions to allow themselves to be shot defenselessly. In 
isolated cases they had, notwithstanding, done this. The new federal 
states would become practically a vassal state of Germany, and this 
state of affairs had been accepted. Cermak implored me (group 
missing) to transmit his observations this very night to the Foreign 
lt~inistry as those of a well-known partisan of the German point of 
v1ew. 

. HENCKE 
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No. 593 
139/126251 

· T'M German .A.mba8sador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Minutry 

'l'elegram 

No. 67 of September 23 WARSAW, September 24:, 1938-1:4:1 a.m. 
Received September 24:, 1938-3:30 a.m. 

- With regard to Soviet threat concerning denunciation of Non· 
aggression Pact in the event of a Polish attack on Czechoslovakia 
(compare today's D.N.B. announcement), Beck, the Foreign Minister, 
caused me to be informed that he attached no special importance 
to this step. It was merely a propaganda gesture. The head of the 
Foreign Ministry's ~ress Department expressed himself in more 
reserved terms at this evening's press conference, and referred to the 
impression which the news had created in France. 

MoLTKE 

No. 594 
139/126297 

The German Charged' .A.ffaires in the United States (Thomsen) and 
the Military .Attache of the German Embassy in the United States 
(Botticher) to the German Foreign Ministry and the Supreme 

. Headquarters of the W ehrmacht 
'l'elegram 

'VAsHINGToN, September 24, 1938-12:37 p.m. 
Received September 2~. 1938-9 p.m. 

No. 260 of September 24 
For the Supreme Headquarters of the W ehrmacht. 
Conversations with leading authorities of the United States Army 

show that policy here is governed by the desire to avoid measures 
which could appear to provoke war. There is understanding for the 
German demand on Czechoslovakia, especially with regard to the 
liberation of the Sudeten Germans, and it is hoped that a solution 
will be attained by peaceful means. The armed forces and political 
circles are united in their conviction that America should avoid 
taking sides with the so-called democracies. There is pronounced 
antipatlty toward Russia, as it is believed that the latter is attempt· 
ingro incite powers against one another so as to promote Com
munism. The desire for the maintenance of peace at present over· 
shadows considerations regarding America's conduct in the event 
of war. It is probable that America. would at first hold back and 
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that, correspondingly, the goods coming within the field of the neu
trality legislation-hence also aircraft-would not be exported, while 
raw materials and other goods would immediately be available to 
Britain and France on condition of cash _and .carry and of transport 
in British and French ships. Still no military preparations "\'hat
ever in the United States of America; nor any measures for setting 
industrial mobilization in motion, or for export of raw materials for 
war. No important news regarding military preparations of Great 
Britain, France, and Russia. Czech mobilization followed with 
anxiety. 

No. 595 
139/126299 

BoTTmHEK 
THOMSEN 

The German Minister in Yugoslavia (Heeren) to the German 
· Foreign M inist'f"!J 

Telegram 

No. 105 of September 24 · BELGRADE, September 24, 1938-9:35 p.m. 
Received September 25, 1938-4 a.m. 

The development of the Czech political crisis is leading the popu
lation more and more to adopt the view that the complete dismem
berment of Czechoslovakia for the benefit of Germany, Hungary, 
and Poland is intended. As a consequence, there is a sharp increase 
of the feeling of Slav solidarity with Czechs and Russians. Large 
numbers of nationalists from Sokol32 and Narodna Odbranaaa circles 
are also taking part in the street demonstrations arranged by Left 
Wing circles since yesterday. Energetic intervention .by the police 
has, up to the present, everywhere prevented demonstrations from 
assuming greater dimensions. _ · · 

HEEREN 
11 The Czech national gymnastic movement had affiliations in other Slav coun· 

tries, and a large Yugoslav contingent had visited the Sokol Festival in Prague 
In July. 

• The original Narodna Odbrana was the body which led the national movement 
among the Serbs before 1918. 

797684-49-vol. II-64 
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No. 596 
139/126295-96 

1.'he German C hargC. d'Affaires in Czechoslavakia (II encke) to tlw 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 448 of September 24 PRAGUE, September 2!, 1938-10:10 p.m. 
Received September 25, 1938--l a.m. 

1) Hungarian Minister acquainted me with the following: He 
had been asked to call on the }~oreign Minister at 6 p.m. When he 
arrived at the appointed hour, the British Minister was with KrofhL 
to deliver a memorandum. After Newton's departure, Kroft a hnu 
told Wettstein that he had really wanted to inform him of the 
answer to the Hungarian demarche regarding the territorial ques
tion, but that he must ask to be excused as, in consequence of the 
latest occurrences, he was not yet in a position to do so. He did 
not wish to imply, however, that the Czechoslovak Government re
jected the Hungarian demands in principle. 

With regard to the memorandum delivered by Newton, Krofta 
remarked that the British Minister had expressly stated that he was 
only delivering the memorandum, and was giving no advice in con-

. nection with it. This communication was only being made in fulfill
ment of a promise which Chamberlain had made to the FUhrer. 
Krofta added that, so far, he had only had a cursory glance at the 
memorandum, to which no ,maps had been attached. As far as he 
could see, the German demands went beyond the Anglo-French pro
posals and seemed to him to be unacceptable. 

The Foreign Minister said nothing at all regarding the Hungarian 
and Polish questions apart from the above-mentioned remark. 

2) The Italian Military Attache here again had a conversation 
today with General Blaha, Chief of the Military ·chancery of the· 
State President, and he gave Colonel Toussaint the following in
formation as regards its gist: 

Czechoslovakia was ready in principle for the cession of the 
Sudeten German territory, as outlined in Anglo-French proposals, 
after a suitable joint settlement of details. The position had 
altered, however, as now the nation's honor was at stake, .which had 
been deeply wounded by German propaganda. Hence the moral 
conditions were lacking for obtaining the great sacrifice demanded 
of Czechoslovakia. Besides, particular attention would also have 
tooe given to the interests of Czechoslovakia's land defenses when 
drawing up the new frontier. The position was complicated by 
Hungarian and Polish demands. Military circles here had the im-
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pression that Germany was .working for the complete disintegration 
of Czechoslovakia. Hence • the will to resist had stiffened in the 
ln.st few days. 

Please inform Supreme Headquarters of the W ehrmacht also. 
HENCKE 

No. 597 
139/126314 

1'he German FoTeign Ministry to German Missions AbToail 

· Telegram 

SECRET BERLIN, September 24, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6423} 

To the Missions as stated in enclosure.u · 
(Telegram for information) 
At the Godesberg meeting there was complete understanding be

tween the FUhrer and Chamberlain that the Sudeten German area 
should pass to Germany as quickly as possible. Certain differences 
of view existed only with regard to details of procedure. 

Germany cannot give up the demand for military occupation of 
the area with. a Sudeten German majority before a plebiscite has 
taken pin~, as the situation is completely intolerable for the Sudeten 
Germans and has become a danger to European peace. 

Now that the British Prime Minister has undertaken to transmit 
the German demands to the Czechoslovak Government, the onus of 
preserving peace is exclusively theirs. In face of the rumors and 
panic-mongering spreading through a great part of the outside 
world, I ask you to point out that the FUhrer and Chamberlain 
were unanimous in the aim of preserving· peace, and to refer to the 
exemplary calm and moderation with which the further course of 
the Czechoslovak question is being followed in Germany. · 

'VOERMANN 

.. Enclosure not printed. 
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No. 598 
138/12833o-81 

M inuh by t'M Stat& Secretary (W eiuacker) for t'M Foreign Jl inister 

BEBLIN, September 25, 1938. 

The British Ambassador telephoned me at 11 o'clock this morning 
to ask two questions: 

1) Interest was being shown in London-presumably by the Cabi
net-in the exchange of population between the Sudeten German 
area and the remainder of Czechoslovakia, and also in the question 
of the option. He--the Ambassador-had been asked whether it was 
really the FUhrer's opinion to have· as many GermanS as possible 
and as few Czechs as possible within his frontiers after the transfer 
of the Sudeten German area to the German Reich. I answered that 
personally I had unde1'Stood it to be so. Probably this was also 
stated in the notes which Mr. Kirkpatrick had made. 15 It would be 
best if in this respect the British Government relied on what the 
FUhrer himself had said. 

2) The British Ambassador further mentioned the question of 
German willingness to guarantee minority rights to the Czechs who 

· remained on German soil, insofar as similar rights were guaranteed 
to Germans remaining in Czech territory. · 

I answered the Ambassador saying that there was no mention of 
this in the memorandum. But thi!i! matter had certainly been dis
c~ by the FUhrer and Chamberlain, and London should refer to 
what the FUhrer had said. I myself was not in a position to make 

. any precise definitions regarding the memorandum, or to supplement 
the FUhrer's statements. In my opinion, it would be dangerous to 
add to the clear decision at Godesberg by statements in conversa
tionS between the Ambassador and myself, as they would only con
fuse the picture. One should accept the situation as it existed at 
Godesberg on the tnorning of the 24th and continue to build on 
this basis. 

WE1ZSACKEK 

• Le.. of the Godesberg conversations. 
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No. 599 
139/126320 

1'he German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (1'h. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Miniatry -

Telegram 

VERY URGENT LoNDON, September 25, 1938-2:38 p.m. 
No. 438 of September 25 Received September 25, 1938-3:20 p.m. 

To be submitted immediately. 
, The. British Prime Minister would greatly appreciate it if the 

FUhrer and Reich Chancellor would decide to give a personal audi
ence to Lt. Gen. Sir Frederick Maurice, President of the British 
Legion, tonight. Sir Frederick is arriving at Tempelhof at 10:30 
tonight by transport aircraft. Message- could reach him there, or 
also at the Kaiserhof Hotel if necessary. 

It is a question of handing over a proposal, which, in the Prime 
Minister's view, would be calculated to ensure the carrying out of 
the demands laid down in the German memorandum. 

I have the honor to recommend most urgently the proposed audi
ence with the FUhrer. · 

TH. KoRDT 

No. 600 
139/126336-38 

Minute by the Foreign M iniater 

RM255 
.At middaytoday Prague radio broadcast a Czech manifesto which 

was taken up and circulated further by London.86 In this manifesto 
it is asserted that the Ministers of Great Britain and Ifrance had 
accompanied the new German demands to the Czech Government 
on the evacuation of the Sudetenland with the statement that they 
could no longer answer for Czechoslovakia.'s not mobilizing. .At the 
end of the manifesto it was further asserted that the Czech mobiliza
tion had taken place with the knowledge~ advice, and assent of the 
British and French Governments. • .Acting on this, and after consultation with the FUhrer, I received 
the British .Ambassador at 5 o'clock this afternoon and confronted 
him with the assertion in the manifesto. Sir Nevile Henderson at 
once stated officially and categorically, for repetition to the FUhrer, 
that both assertions were untrue. The first assertion contradicted 

.. A statement was, however, Issued in London pointing out that the broadcast 
from Prague needed correction. 



928 DOCUME!I.'TS ON GEIDIAN FOREIGN POLICY 

itself, as at the time of the Czech mobilization there had been no 
question of German proposals or demands. The second assertion 
was also untrue. The British Government had neither known of, 
nor advised, nor agreed to the Czech mobilization. On the contrary 
the facts were as follows: In the previous week the British Govern
ment had strongly urged Czechoslovakia to refrain from mobiliza
tion, so as not to aggravate the situation. A few days ag<>----either 
immediately before, or during the Godesberg . talks-the British 
Government, in the face of further urgent requests from the Czech 
Government, no longer considered themselves to be in a position to 
take the responsibility of dissuading Czechoslovakia from mobilizing, 
for, if such advice had beEm given again, the British Government, in 
the event of a German invasion of Czechoslovakia, would have been 
morally obliged.to render armed aid to Czechoslovakia. In answer 
to repeated Czech requests, the British Government had therefore 
said that they could neither advise nor dissuade; if the Czech Gov
ernmetit mobilized now, they did so on their own responsibility. 
The British Government, however, had warned them of the possible 
consequences of mobilization. In fact, therefore, mobilization had 
·taken place without either the knowledge, advice, or assent of the 
British Government. 

In reply to a further question by me, Sir Nevile again stated that 
this attitude had been adopted by the Foreign Office and without 
the British Prime Minister's previous knowledge, for during the 
evening session of Septeri1bet; 23 to 2! the latter had been as sur
prised by the Czech mobilization as we ourselves .. 

I asked Henderson to let me have by return, if possible today, 
a written confi1111ation of his n•rbal statements, and also suggested 
t]utt he should ask Chamberlain whnt he intended to do to correct 
this Czech numifesto in public. I made it clear to him how impor
tant this was for the Fuhrer's confidence in Chamberlain and for 
Great Britain's position in the conflict. Only a public repudiation 
of Prague's allegations could settle the matter. 

RIBBENTROP 

HF.RI.IN, September 25, 19!\H. 
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No. 601 
28/18985 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
in Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT BERLIN, September 25, 1938-8 :32 p.m. 
Received Prague, September 25, 1938-9:30 p.m. 

No. 278 of September 25 
In continuation of today's telegraphic instruction.37 The Reich 

Minister issues the following instruction: 
The Legation and the (word missing) are now to ad:vise Reich 

citizens in Czechoslovakia to leave the country immediately and 
return to Germany. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 602 
139/126326 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 461 of September 25 PRAGUE, September 25, 1938-9:40 p.m. 
Receiyed September 26, 1938-12:10 n.m. 

I hear from reliable source that Foreign Minister Krofta today 
handed the Polish Minister note in reply to demarche reported in 
telegram No. 421 of September 22.38 This says CzechoslQvak Gov
ernment accepts Polish demands in principle but reserves statements 
in amplification of this until later. 

So far Hungarian Minister has received no reply. 
HENciu 

11 Telegram No. 276 is not printed. It gave no order for Reich citizens to 
leave, but suggested that women and childt·en should be advised to do· so by word 
~~~ . 

'" Not printed. For text of Polish d~marche, see document No. 553, p. 861. 
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No. 603 
.- 28/11821-23 

The German Charge d:'Affaires in Ozechosl<wal-ia (Beneke) to tluJ 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 462 of September 25 PRAGUE, September 25, 1938-11:30 p.m. 
·I. The following is a picture of the political situation today, as 

seen from Prague: 
Judging from Czechoslovak press, Prague radio, measures by 

authorities, as well as statements by Government circles, the Czech 
attitude toward Germany is stiffening increasingly. If the procla
mation of general mobilization was perhaps dictated by fear of a 
German attack after the expected breakdown of the Godesberg talks 
and by fear of a Communist rising, the present Czech attitude must 
give the impression that Bene.S is ready to let it come to war. Change 
from far-reaching willingness to yield to manifest obstinacy, com
bined with particularly sharp measures toward Germany, occurred 
during last 2 days. Reasons for this might be: 

1) Note handed by British and French Ministers here to Foreign 
:Minister Krofta, presumably on afternoon of September 23, to the 
effect that, in view of de_velopments at Godesberg and German mili
tary measures, their Governments could no longer expect Czecho
slovakia to remain passive. 

2) Favorable reaction of world press to Czechoslovakia's mobili-
Y.ation. · 

3) Calling up of reservists in !france. 
· 4) Soviet Russian note to Poland. 
5) Great Britain's failure so far to support the German memo-

randum. - · 

In unofficial, but obviously officially inspired statements, Czech 
Government officials and military authorities express the view that 
Prague Government no longer bound by .Anglo-French proposals. 
The following arguments are advanced: 

a) In official statements Germany has characterized the .Anglo
French proposals as superseded. 

b) Germany is not prepared to give an unconditional guarantee 
for the rump of the Czechoslovak State. · 

c) Even after acceptance of the Anglo-French proposals by 
Czechoslovakia, Germany organized or allowed the penetration of 
armed troops into the territory of this State. The Reich therefore 
wants war at all costs, not only to acquire the Sudeten German area, 
but to annihilate the whole State. 

d) Same tendency is shown by German radio propaganda, which 
was intensified after Czechoslovakia had given way. 
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In this connection, I would like to express the view that Bene5 
today really believes he can count on French and Russian, perhaps 
also British, armed support if Germany attacks. He therefore no 
longer fears that a war would mean the final annihilation of his 
country. In spite of this, however, he will give way if Great Britain 
and France make it clear to him that they will leave Czechoslovakia 
in the lurch if their proposals are not fulfilled. In view of the 
situation created by the mobilization and the renewed impetus given 
to Czech chauvinism, renewed recognition of Anglo-French proposals 
can hardly avoid serious political disturbances within the country. 

II. Sudeten Germans are being arrested in increasing numbers 
all over the country. Unofficial reason given for this is that Konrad 
Henlein and German radio had ordered Sudeten Germans not to 
obey the order for mobilization. Reich and Henlein had thus incited 
Sudeten Germans to actions hostile to the State, against which the 
Government had to protect itself in an emergency. There is evi
dence to prove severe ill-treatment of Sudeten German prisoners. 

m. In the last few days some twenty Reich-Germans were reported 
arrested for no obvious reason. Ill-treatment is also suspected in 
individual cases. The arrests are described-also unofficially-as 
reprisals for arrest of Czechoslovaks in Germany. · 

IV. Ban on Communist paper Rude Pra'/Jo removed since.yester
day. According to reliable information, Government has instructed 
press to refrain from criticizing Soviet Russian foreign policy in 
the immediate future. 

IIENCKE 

No. 604 
139/1268,1-42, 880/195675 

1.'he German Charge tl' A If aires in France ( Braue'l') to the German 
Foreign Min is try 

Telegram 

URGENT p ABIS, September 25, 1938. 
No. 490 of September 25 Received September 25, 193S-:-11 p.m. 

1. The new mobilization measures ordered after the conclusion of 
t.he Godesberg negotiations are being carried out in a calm an"'d 
orderly manner throughout the whole country. Nervous strain is 
being felt as such by French population, but tolerated so far. Prime 
Minister Daladier acknowledged the people's attitude in a statement 
to the press yesterday, and described the mobilization measures taken 
as being designed to put the country in a position to follow calmly 
and with dignity the present diplomatic negotiations on the main-. 
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tenance of whlch peace depends. New situation has also had its in
_fluence on social conflicts, as, by a resolution of the workers, local 
strikes have been called off in consideration of political develop
ments abroad. 

2. Situation can be described by saying that t}J.e state of prepared
ness has been intensified, although the basic trend of mood, which in 
Government and people is set on the preservation of peace, is un
changed. Whole attention is therefore being col\centrated on Ger
man memorandum of September 23 and on possibility of reaching 
peaceful settlement of Cze_choslovak question. Today's Temps sees 
in the memorandum a basis for discussion and expresses the wish 
that, in view of the catastrophe which -would threaten Europe if war 
came, this possibility should be taken advantage of. 

3. In judging the future attitude of France, the fullest account 
must be taken that it is feared here that Germany is putsuing aims 
extending beyond the settlement of the Czechoslovak question, which 
in the long run threaten the security of France. If we can reassure 
the French on this point, the desire for peace, which is strongly 
marked here,·wm prevail. But if the conclusion is drawn here from 

· the definition of our aims in the Czechoslovak ques.tion, or from our 
methods, that we would not stop after the settlement of the Sudeten 
German question, and would continue to pursue our aims by force, 
warlike developments might more easily be set in motion than would 
be the case during the present inclination for a peaceful settlement. 

BRAUER .. 
CoRRECTION ro TELEGRAM FRoM PARis, No. 490 OF SEPTEMBER 25 

3. In judging the future attitude of France, the fullest account 
must be taken of the apprehension existing here that Germany is 
pursuing wider aims going beyond the settlement of the Czechoslo
vak question, which in the long run threaten the security of France. 

EMBASSY 
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No. 605 
139/126322 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Great Britain (Th. Kordt) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT LoNDON, September 26, 1938--12:02 a.m. 
No. 440 of September 25 Received September 26, 1938--1:30 a.m. 

Prime Minister asked me to transmit the following strictly con
fidential information : 

Reports to be expected in immediate future in British and foreign 
press on final Czech rejection of German memorandum89 are not last 
word. Chamberlain asks that statement on result of his action be 
awaited. 

The immediate publication of the memorandum is, I learn in con
fidence, the work of the Czechoslovak Legation here. Downing 
Street is indignant at this arbitrary action. 

• KoRDT 

No. 606 
139/126340 

The German Ambassador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Ministry· 

Telegram 

UGENT WARsAw, September 26, 1938-4:45 a.m. 
No. 68 of September 25 Received September 26, 1938-6 am. 

I am informed that Czech reply to Polish note regarding Teschen 
question •o will be presented here tomorrow in the form of a personal 
Jetter from Benes to the Polish President. Reply is said to state 
willingness to negotiate about frontier revision. 

It is obviously a fresh attempt to make Poland break away from 
the anti-Czech front. Beck yesterday told the Rumanian Ambassa
dor here that the French, too, are urging Prague to show the greatest 
possible consideration for Polish wishes. . 

The Polish Foreign Ministry appears, after the experience with 
Benes so far, to look upon the Czech offer with skepticism, believing 
it to be an obstructive maneuver. 

• The German memorandum In document No. 584, p. 908; the Czech rejection 
was embodied In a letter handed by the Czechoslovak l\iinlster in London, M. Jan 
1\Iasaryk, to the Foreign Secretary on September 25 (document No. 7 in the 
British White Paper, Cmd. 5847). · 

• Ct. document No. 553, p. & '1; see also document No. 602, p. 929. 
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Czechoslovak Minister was sent for this evening by Count Szem· 
bek, Deputy [Foreign] Minister, who told him bluntly that Polish 
Government now expected a formal reply to their note by return. 
It was too late for negotiations; on the contrary, unconditional ac· 
ceptance of Polish demand was expected. 

I hear from a reliable source that the efforts of the French Am· 
bassadortt to influence Marshal Rydz-Smigly, which were followed 
with great interest by Polish circles here, have also been unsuccessful. 

MoLna 

No. 607 
139/126358-67 

The German Foreign Ministry to Various German Missiom Abroad 
Telegram 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
(Pol IV 6524:) 

To: German Embassy, Paris No. 445. 
· " " London No. 308. 

" " Rome No. 326. 
" " Tokyo No. 263. 
" " Washington No. 266. 
" " Warsaw No. 175. 

German Legation, Prague No. 285. 
" " Budapest No. 170. 
" " Belgrade No. 168. 
" " Bern No. 103. 
" " Bucharest No. 208. 

German Embassy, Moscow No. 154:. 
" " Salamanca. No. 382. 

For Head of }fission. 
For personal information only. 
This afternoon the FUhrer received Sir Horace Wilson, introduced 

by a pe~nal letter from Chamberlain. 42 The course of the conver· 
sation was as follows: 

1) British Government has proposed that direct German-Czecho. 
slovak negotiations should immediately be opened; by the wish of 
both sides, British Government would be present at these negotia· 
tions. FUhrer described proposal as useless as long as Czechoslovak 
Government had .not accepted Godesberg memorandum. When it 
had been accepted, direct German-Czechoslovak negotiations on the 
details of the memorandum, as provided for in the memorandum, 

· could take place. 

• Uon Noln, i985-89. 
. • Docnment No. 619, p. 944. 
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2) FUhrer told Wilson ~e could not tolerate further delays. He 
therefore expected a Czechoslovak answer by 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 28. 

3) Horace Wilson is remaining here today and is having a further 
talk with the FUhrer on the morning of the 27th. 

1 
Postscript for Rome: Italian Ambassador here has been informed. 
Postscript for Tokyo: Japanese Ambassador here has been in

formed. 
Postscript for W araaw: Polish Ambassador here has been in

formed. 
Postscript for Budapest: Hungarian Minister here has been in-

formed. 
WEIZSACKER 

No. 608 
147178610 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, ~eptember 26, 1938. 
The Polish Ambassador today told me the following: 
Without previous warning or inquiry the Czech Government had 

broken off all communication (rail and telephone) with the outside 
world, and in particular with Poland, Germany, and Hungary. To 
bring home to the Czech Government the incorrectness of their step, 
the Polish Government would like to sta~ in Prague that com
munications with Poland will only .be restored if such a step is 
decided on in negotiations between Prague and Warsaw. To secure 
uniformity, Warsaw wished to know whether we and the Hun
garians would be prepared to take similar action. The Polish Gov
ernment's idea is based on a conversation which he, Lipski, had some 
time ago with Field Marshal Goring for the purpose of exerting 
economic pressure on the Czech Government. 

• 

The Reich Minister, to whom I reported the matter, has given 
the following orders: it should be agreed with the Polish and Hun
garian Governments, in collaboration with the internal authorities · 
concerned, not to resume outward traffic communications with 
Czechoslovakia until further notice. If the Czech Government ap
proaches the authorities concerned about resumption, the present 
state of isolation of Czechoslovakia must be maintained on some 
pretext for the present. 

WEIZSACKF'Jl 
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No. 609 
1863/423028 

U'Migned Foreign Mini8try Minuted for th8 Foreign Minister 

(Pol. IV 6621) 
The Rumanian lfinister in Rome has given, in the name of his 

Government, the following secret infonnation to the Italian Foreign 
lfinister: 

1) Rumania is being subjected to very heavy pressure to allow 
transit rights to Soviet troops in the event of a Gennan attack on 
Czechoslovakia. Rumania has emphatically refused to grant this 
~u~ . 

2) Rumania fully appreciates Hungary's hopes of regaining the 
areas which once were hers and now belong to Prague. In the 
name of his Government, the Rumanian ?.finister requested the 
Italian Government to. exert their in.ftuence in Budapest so as to 
prevent any impulsive action which might make the international 
situation more difficult for Rumania, especially with respect to the 
treaties of the Little Entente. Lastly, Rumania pointed out that her 
attitude would have to be reconsidered if Hungary increased her 
demands to include areas which did not contain Hungarian popu
lations. 

lfinister Ciano replied to M. Zam.firescu that the alliances of the 
Little Entente-n:iust be considered as dissolved, in view of the sub
stantial changes in the status of one of the signatories. The Italian 
Foreign lfinister also inquired what attitude Rumania would adopt 
in the event of a Polish-Soviet conflict. The Rumanian ?.finister 
answered that without doubt Rumania would take the side of War
saw and that, in any case, the alliance with Poland would have 
preceqence over any obligation to Prague. 
• BEBLJN, September 26, 1938. 

No. 610 
139/126332 

Minute by the State Secretary (W eizsiickcr) 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
The British Ambassador telephoned to me yesterday evening a 

~'!_est from the British Prime Minister that the Fiihrer should take 

•This minute was Initialed by Weizsiicker, who forwarded it to Ribbentrop. 
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no notice of any reports on the course of his present negotiations 
with the French and the Czechs unless they came directly from 
himself. Any press or other messages which might appear pre
viously should be disregarded as pure guesswork. 

The Ambassador informed me further, not acting on instructions 
but from his own personal knowledge, that Chamberlain's position 
and policy were threatened by increasing difficulties. It was there
fore especially important at this time not to upset British policy 
by false moves. . 

This message was forwarded in the evening to the office of the 
Reich Minister t(} be given to him. 

. WEIZSACKER 

No. 611 
139/126372 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 

At 12:45 p.m. today the Italian Ambassador informed me that 
the Duce, in his speech today at Verona, again made and empha
sized the erroneous statement to effect that the German memorandum 
to the British had set the time limit as October 1, for the acceptance 
or refusal of the memorandum. Mussolini made this error for the 
first time in Padua.44 In spite of the fact that he, Attolico, had in 
the me1tntime had the matter cleared up, the Duce insisted in Verona 
thnt the present week was one of waiting and patience in which a 
penceful and just settlement could be found. Mussolini's speeches 
during the last few days contitined a rising crescendo on (a) 100 
percent German-Italian solid~rity, and (b) the necessity of doing 
the utmost to preserve peace. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 612 
2:UJ9/49:i032 

~.1/inute by the Under State Secretary (lVoermann) for the 
Foreign Minister • 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6582) 

The American Ambassador45 visited me at 1 p.m. today and s1tid 
he cnme in 1t pm·ely private cnpncity. I must be nwure thnt Roose-

.. September 24, 1938 . 

.. Hugh R. Wilson. 
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velt had sent a telegram to the FUhrer and BeneS, urging a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict. He showed me the text of this telegram. 41 

The object of his visit was not so much to draw attention to the 
telegram as to ask what he was to say to Washington. He was going 
to speak to Washington today between 2 and 3 p.m. and wanted to 
give a reassuring impression. He believed that the Fiihrer had 
promised Chamberlain not to resort to any forceful measures until 
a decision was made about the discussions already initiated. I toJd 
the Ambassador that I had no exact information, but his statement 
was certainly not correct. The Fiihrer had doubtless reserved the 
right to use armed force in the event of anything very suspicious 
happening in Czechoslovakia. For the rest, it is now Czechoslo
vakia's turn to make a statement and I did not think, extraordinary 
circumstances apart, that anything of a military nature would hap
pen before the Czech reply was to hand. The Ambassador said he 
would speak on these lines and thought that this was bound to have 
a x:eassuring e:ffect. 

N o~e. Contents of Roosevelt's telegram to the Fiihrer and Bene.S 
have already been broadcast by London on short wave and are now 
being received by D.N.B. The Press Department is holding this 
matter back pending receipt of instructions as to how much of it is 
to be published. 

WoERKANN 

No. 613 
130/195582 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to t'M German 
Foreign MiniiJtry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT p AlliS, September 26, 1938. 
No. 493 of September 26 Received September 26, 1938-2:30 p.m. 

I estimate the present political situation here as follows: 
1) As the semiofficial press of this morning makes clear, and as 

has been confirmed to me by reports from the most varied sources, 
a mood has set in in the Cabinet which condemns any further yield
ing to the German demands. 

2) The German Godesberg memorandum is considered quite un
acceptable in its present form, inasmuch as . it goes far beyond the 
Anglo-French proposals which were worked out after Berchtesgaden 
and accepted by Prague. In the German memorandum there is no 
longer any question of an agreement between equal partners, but of 

• Document No. 632, p. 958.-
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dictation to a country conquered in war, on which draconic armistice 
conditions are imposed. The argument of the German radio and 
press that Germany is behaving in exactly the same way as France 
when she occupied Alsace is not having a favorable psychological 
effect. The Fiihrer had only demanded at Berchtesgaden the re
incorporation of the Sudeten Germans, and not that the territo~y and 
status of Czechoslovakia should be under tutelage. 

3) The desire for a peaceful solution remains as before. England 
and France stand by the proposals which Chamberlain handed. to . 
the Fiihrer. The delimitation of the frontiers of the areas which 
are to be transferred to Germany must, however, be carried out by 
an international commission. Pertinax in Ordre claims to know 
from yesterday's Cabinet Council that, as the very last concession 
and to satisfy the prestige of the Fiihrer, occupation of certn.in out
lying Sudeten German districts, not contained within the Czech lines 
of fortification, might be allowed. 

4) Should German troops cross the present frontiers of Czecho
slovakia without previous agreement with London and Paris, then 
at the very least general mobilization could no longer be avoided. 
If it really comes to a war, then the French people will stand solidly 
behind their Government. 

139/1263118-60 

No. 614 

Lord Rothermere41 to the Foreign Minister 
Telegram 

BRAUER 

CONFIDENTIAL LoNDON, September 26, 1938. 
In the name of our old friendship and our comni~n desire for 

peace between our peoples I do urge Your Excellency to use your 
influence to postpone the decisive movement of October 1st to a 
later date that time may be given to allay present passions and 
provide opportunities for reaching adjustments of details. 

ROTHER HERE 

14: Stratton House, Picadilly, 
London 

"'The British newspaper proprietor, owner of the Daily Maii and other daily 
newspapers. This telegram is In English in the original. 

797c«-n-wt. n-u 
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No. 615 
The Foreign Mini8ter to Lord Rothermere 

Telegram 

Thank you for your telegram, to which I reply as follows: 
On February 22 the FUhrer stated that he would not tolerate any 

further oppression of the Sudeten Germans. Six months have since 
passed without M. BeneS having done anything at all to alter the 
position of the Sudetenland, in spite of his promises. On the con
trary, the oppression of the Sudeten element has increased month 
by month. Today, complete terror and conditions similar to those 
in the Spanish Civil War reign there. Abandoned and burned-out 
villages, countless dead, wounded, missing, and 190,000 Sudeten 
German refugees are the result of this policy of extermination by 
the Czechs. It can therefore no longer be a question now of allay
ing any passions, but of putting an end inimediately to this suffer
ing in the Sudetenland. From experiences of the last twenty years, 
no one in Germany has the least confidence in M. Bene8' word. M. 
BeneS has already told the British and French Governments that 
he is ready to cede the Sudetenland to Germany. If this promise 
of M. BeneS is really sincerely meant, then he will accept the Ger
man memorandum. For this memorandum demands, ~~:fter all, 
nothing more than the immediate implementation of M. Benes' 
promise to hand over the Sudetenland to Germany, with a time 
limit of October 1, by whic}l time the transfer must be completed. 
Should M. Benes not accept the memorandum, then it is my un
shakable conviction that he has never seriously considered the 
cession of the Sudetenland. I hope that Mr. Chamberlain's honest 
and energetic efforts will succeed in making the Czechs see reason, 
even at the last hour, and inducing them to accept our proposals. 
Even you, my dear Lord Rothermere, will, however, understand, 
being one of our old friends, that even the FUhrer's remarkable 
patience, evident for months in this vital question of the existence 
or nonexistence of 3¥2 ·million Germans, has its limits. No British 
statesman in his position could act otherwise. The idea that, because 
of this problem, which is of purely secondary importance for Britain, 
peace between our .~wo nations could be broken, seems to me madness 
and a crime against humanity. Germany has pursued a strict policy 
of understanding·toward Britain. She desire~ peace and friend
ship with Britain, but if foreign Bolshevik influences gain the upper 
halld in British policy, Germany is prepared for any eventuality. 
The responsibility for such a crime could, however, in the eyes of 
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the world, never fall on Gennany, as you, my dear Lord Rothermere, 
know best of all. 

Your old friend, RIBBENTROP 
SEPTEMBER 26, 1938. 

No. 616 
830/195586 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
With the consent of the Reich .Minister, I forwarded yesterday 

to General Keitel the suggestion that, if the Sudeten area were 
peacefully occupied, a joint military occupation court shottld be 
established, to which a civil section and a representative of the 
Foreign 1\Iinistry might be attached. General Keitel accepted the 
suggestion. He is thinking, however, on the lines of an amalgama
tion of this Central Office with the Commander in Chief of the 
Anny, since the vast distances in the Sudeten area seem to make a 
Governor's Court impracticable in the Sudeten country itself. 

WEIZSACKER 

No. 617 
330/195599-600 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Henckel to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

URGENT PRAGUE, September 26, 1938-3:35 p.m. 
No. 464 of September 26 Received September 26, 1938-6:35 p.m .. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 462 of the 25th.48 .Minister 
Krno, the representatiYe of the Foreign Minister, told me, on the 
O<'casion of my inquiry about arrests, that the Prague Government 
held as previously to the Anglo-French proposals. This had been 
clearly stated in answer to the German .. memorandum. Czechoslo
vakia desired, however, that her national interests should be con
sidered and, above all, that her new frontiers should be guaranteed. 
It was inconceivable that, Czechoslovakia having now accepted the 
terrible sacrifice demanded of her, a war should break out over its 
practical application. A way must be found of transferring the 
Sudeten German area to the Reich peacefully and so as not to wound 
Czechoslovak national honor. He cited, just as an e"tample, the 

.. Document No. 608, p. 930. 
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Zwittau language enclave, adjacent to the Pngue-Briinn railway 
line, which Czechoslovakia could not possibly transfer. In such 
cases a solution must be sought by a transfer of population. When 
I mentioned, as evidence of the obstructive Czech attitude, the gen
eral mobilization, the persect'tion of Germans, the attitude of press 
and radio, as well as semiofficial statements, Minister Kmo at
tempted to explain these by the fear of the tiny Czech people for their 
mighty neighbor, who threatens them with overwhelming military 
force. He admitted the increased bitterness of the people, but a 
democratic government could influence them far less than the 
FUhrer could the German people, including the Sudeten Germans. 
The Foreign Ministry by no means approved anti-German measures 
and fought stubbornly against mounting opposition. Neither the 
attitude of the press nor certain observations against accepting the 

. Franco-British proposals had been inspired by the Government, but 
they reflected the excited state of mind of the people which, although 
not decisive, was extremely difficult to control at the moment. A 
relaxation of the mental tension of the Czech people could be imme
diately realized if only the Jfiihrer would utter a kindly word 
assuring them their independent existence and paying some regard 
to Czech requirements in the delimitation of the frontier and other 
arrangements. 

I pointed out as against this that, according to my information, 
the German memorandum did not depart from the text of the 
Anglo-French proposals. Czech behavior in the last few days was 
therefore all the more incomprehensible and, because of it, the whole 
atmosphere had been very considerably worsened. 

Other impressions seem to show that the stiffened attitude here, 
described more in detail in my telegram No. 462, has not altered as 
compared with yesterday. 
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No. 618 
330/195605-06 

Copy of Statement by the British Prime Minister 49 

ISSUED BY THE OFFICE OF THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 

ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1938 I 

I have read the speech of.the German Chancellor50 and I appre
ciate his references to the efforts I have made to save the peace. 

I cannot abandon those efforts since it seems to me incredible 
that the peoples of Europe, who do not want war with one another, 
should be plunged into a bloody struggle over a question on which 
agreement has already been largely obtained. 

It is evident that the Chancellor has no faith that the promises 
1i1ade will be carried out. These promises were made, not to the 
German Government direct, but to the British and French Govern· 
ments in the first instance. 

Speaking for the British Government, we regard ourselves as 
morally responsible for seeing that the promises are carried out 
fairly and fully, and we are prepared to undertake that they shall 
be so carried out with all reasonable promptitude, provided that the 
German Government will agree to the settlement of terms and 
conditions of transfer by discussion and not by force. 

I trust that the Chancellor will not reject this proposal, which is 
made in the same spirit of friendliness as· that ·in which I was 
received in Germany and which, if it is accepted, will satisfy the 
German desire for the union of the Sudeten Germans with the 
Reich without the shedding of blood in any part of Europe. 

• This is in English in the original. A German translation accompanied this 
document In the file. 

• On the ~vening of the 26th Hitler made a speech in the Sportpalast, Berlin, 
In which he declared that the cession of the Sudetenland was his last territorial 
demand, and that he had no further claims for the revision of the Versallles 
'l'reaty. He did not wish to annex any Czechs; on the contrary, he was prepared 
to guarantee the remaining Czechoslovak State, after the separation of the Ger· 
man areas. · 
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No. 619 
830/195618-20 

Letter From the Briti8h Pri'TM Mini8ter to the Fuhrerr.t 

10 DowNING STREET, WHITEHALL, [LoNDON]. 

September 26, 1938. 
:rtiY DEAR REICHSKANZLER: In my capacity as intermediary I have 

transmitted to the Czechoslovakian Goverrunent the memorandum 
which your Excellency gave me on the occasion of our last conver
sation. 

The Czechoslovakian Government now inform me that, while they 
adhere to their acceptance of the proposals for the transfer of the 
Sudeten German areas on the line~ discussed by my Government 
and the French Government and explained by me to you on Thurs
day last, they regard as wholly unacceptable the proposal in your 
memorandum for the immediate evacuation of the areas and their 
immediate occupation by German troops, these processes to take 
place before the- terms of cession have been negotiated or even 
discussed. 

Your Excellency will remember that in my letter to you of Friday 
last I said that an attempt to occupy forthwith by German troops 
areas which will become part of the Reich at once in principle and 
very shortly afterward by formal delimitation would be condemned 
as an unnecessary display of force, and that, in my opinion, if 
German troops moved into the areas that you had proposed, I felt 
sure that the Czechoslovakian Government would resist and that 
this would mean the destruction of the basis upon which you and I 
a week ago agreed to work together, namely, an orderly settlement of 
this question rather than a settlement by the use of force. I referred 
also to the effect likely to be produced upon public opinion in my 
country, in France, and, indeed, in the world generally. 

The development of opinion since my return confirms me in the, 
views I expressed to you in my letter and in our subsequent con
versation. 

In communicating with me about your proposals, the Government 
of Czechoslovakia point out that they go far beyond what was agreed 
to in the so-called Anglo-French plan. Czechoslovakia would be 
deprived of every ~afeguard for her national existence. She would 
have to yield up large proportions of her carefully prepared de
fenses and admit the German armies deep into her country before 
it had been organized on the new basis or any preparations had been 

• This is in English in the original. It appears as document No. 9 in the British 
White Paper, Cmd. 5847. 
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made for its defense. Her national and economic independence 
would automat~cally disappear with the acceptance of the German 
plan. The whole process of moving the population is to be reduced 
to panic flight. 

I learn that the German Ambassador in Paris has issued a. com
munique which begins by stating that a.s a. result of our conversa
tions at Godesberg your Excellency and I are in complete agree
ment as to the imperative necessity to maintain the peace of Europe. 
In this spirit I address my present communication to you. 

In the first place, I would remind your Exeellency that as the 
Czechoslovakian Government adhere to their acceptance of the 
proposals for the transfer of the Sudeten German areas there can 
be no question of Germany "finding it impossible to have the clear 
rights of Germans in Czechoslovakia accepted by way of negotia
tion." I am quoting the words at the end of your Excellency's letter 
to me of Friday last.112 

On the contrary, a settlement by negotiation remains possible and, 
with a clear recollection of the conversations which you and I have 
had and with an equally clear appreciation of the consequences 
which must follow the abandonment of negotiation and the substi
tution of force, I ask your Excellency to agree that representati-res 
of Germany shall meet representatives of the Czechoslovakian Gov
ernment to discuss immediately the situation by which we are con
fronted with-11 view to settling by agreement the way in which the 
territory is to be handed over. I am convinced that these discus
sions can be completed in a. very short time and, if you and the 
Czechoslovakian Government desire it, I am willing to arrange for 
the representation of the British Government at the discussions. 

In our conversation, as in the official communique issued in Ger
many, you said that the only difference between us lay in the method 
of carrying out an agreed principle. If this is so, then surely 'the 
tragic consequences of a conflict ought not to be incurred over a. 
difference in method. 

A --conference such as I suggest would give confidence that the 
cession of territory would be carried into effect, but that it would 
be done in an orderly manner with suitable safeguards. 

Convinced that your passionate wish to see the Sudeten Germ1ln 
question promptly and satisfactorily settled can be fulfilled without 
incurring the human misery and suffering that would inevitably 
follow on a conflict, I most earnestly urge you to accept my proposal. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN 

----
.Document No. 573, p. 889. 



946 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

No. 620 
897/212769-72 . 

. The German Amb(J)Jsador in the ,_!;;foviet Union ( Schuknburg) to the 
German Foreign M ini8try 

_. 

A/1427 Moscow, September 26, 1938. 
Subject: Attitude of the Soviet Union in the Czechoslovak question. 

Until very recently the Soviet press treated the Czech question 
on the whole with reserve and accompanied reports on the events 
with" only slight commt>ntaries. In these there was no mention of 
Russian support for Czechoslovakia. Soon after the beginning of 
the dispute, that is at the end of May, an article in Red Star referred 
to the text of the Soviet-Czechoslovak Pact of Assistance, which says 
that the Soviet Union is obliged to help Czechoslovakia only if 
France goes to the help of the Czechs. 

During Lord Runciman's negotiations in Prague the Moscow press 
described his mission as interference in the internal affairs of Czecho
slovakia which was quite uncalled for. 

In the last phase of the dispute, after the visit of Mr. Chamberlain, 
the Prime Minister, to Berchtesgaden, it appeared from Russian 
press reports and in particular from the Geneva telegrams in 
lwvestia inspired by Litvinov, that Moscow hoped for a rejection 
by Prague of the London plan. If blood were once shed, France, 

. according to one Geneva report, would, perhaps after a change of 
Cabinet, fulfill her treaty obligations after all. This, according to 
other commentaries, would bring about intervention by Great 
Britain. After Prague's acceptance of the Anglo-French ultimatum, 
the Soviet press emphasized that the population of Czechoslovakia 
in no way agreed with the Government's attitude, and that the 
Hodza government had no right to speak in the name of the people. 

The diplomatic activity of the Soviet Government can be seen 
from the following: in his speech to the· Plenary Session at Geneva 
on the 21st of this month, Litvinov stated among other things that 
a few days before Litvinov's departure for Geneva the French Gov
ernment had for the first time made inquiries in Moscow about the 
Soviet attitude in the event of an attack on Czechoslovakia. He, 
Litvinov, had answered that the Soviet Government would fulfill 
their treaty obligations and, together with France, would render help 
to Czechoslovakia ''in the ways available to us" [auf den uns erreich
ba~n Wegen]. The Soviet Army Command was prepared to enter 
into immediate consultations on necessary measures with the French 
and Czech military authorities. Apart from that it was desirable 
to brmg the matter before the League of Nations, possibly on the 
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grounds of article 11,113 in order to mobilize public opinion and to 
clarify the position of certain states whose pnssh·e support would 
be of exceptional value. Further it would be necessary, in order to 
avoid an armed conflid, to (•all nn immediute conferem·e of_ the 
European Great Powers and other it)terested stntes to p1·epa1'e a 
(~ollective dhnarrh.e. Litviuov further said that "3 days ago'~ (thnt 
is on September 18 or 19) the Czechoslovak Government asked the 
Soviet Government for the first time whether they would. render 
direct and effective help in accordance with the treaty, if France 
came to the help of Czechoslovakia in fulfillment of her obligations. 
The Soviet Government had given a clear and positive answer to this. 

From these remarks of Litvinov's it appears that the· Soviet Union 
is making her support absolutely dependent on the French rendering 
help first. It is ulso clear that no firm agreements have been made 
with Rumania. in Moscow, and at the same time Litvinov's state
ments show the Russian desh·e to take a hand in the diplomatic 
negotiations over the Czech question. 

As is seen from Pt·ague reports of St>ptember 21 published here, 
no more hope then existed in Prague of help from the Soviet Union. 
A Tass report said that the Czt>ch Telegrnph Agency was spreading 
a false report started by the Agrarian Party to compromise the 
Soviet Union, namely a false report to the effect that no support 
whatever could be expected from Moscow. The Czech Telegraph 
Agency's report emphasized at the same time that, in view of the 
present situation in Geneva, the procedure proposed by the Soviet 
Union was hopeless. , 

On 22d of this month at a committee meeting at Geneva Litvinov 
returned to the Czech question. The Soviet Union, he observed, was 
being reproached with violating her treaty obligations toward 
Czechoslovakia. This was not the case at all. The 1\loscow Gov
ernment could well have renounced the Pact of Assistance after the 
acceptance by Prague of the Anglo-French ultimatum, but they had 
not done so because they set store by the fulfillment of int~rnational 
obligations. When, after the acceptance of the ultimatum, the 
Czechs asked whether the Soviet Union would feel bound by the 

"Article 11 of the Covenant of the League of Nations reads: 
• "Any war or threat of war, whether immediately affecting any of the Members 

of the League or not, is hereby declared a matter of concern to the whole League, 
and the League shall take any action that may be deemed wise and effectual to 
safeguard the peace of natjons. In case any such emergency should arise, the 
:Secretary-General shall, on the request of any Member of the League, forthwith 
summon a meeting of the Council. 

It Is also declared to be the friendly right of each Member of the League to 
bring to the attention of the Assembly «~r of the Council any circumstance what
ever affecting International relations which threatens to disturb international 
peace or the good understanding between nations upon which peace depends." 
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CY.echoslovak-Soviet Treaty if Germany made fresh demands, if the 
Anglo-German talks broke down, and if Czechoslov,.llkia decided on 
unned defense of her frontiers, he, Litvinov, had answered, that the 
Czechoslovak~Soviet Treaty would come into force when France 
rendered help under the conditions stated. 

This renewed statement of Litvinov's shows that the attitude of 
the Soviet Government in the Czechoslovak question has not changed. 
As far as the above-mentioned "conditions" in the Czechoslovak in
quiry are concerned, Litvinov adheres to his old attitude that Czecho
l'llovakia cannot provoke Germany at all. As the Geneya corres
pondent of the N em York Ti1M11, quoted by the Soviet press, writes 
of l,itvinov\; speech, I...itvinov is making every effort to get Frunce 
to fulfill t.he obligations undertaken by her in thf! Ft·lmco-f'zecho
!-ilovuk Pact of Mutual Assistnn<'e. 

CouNT voN m:R ScHUI.ENBURO 

No. 621 
23119/495050-03 

1'he German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the 
German Foreign M iniatry 

A/1428 :Moscow, September 26, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6784) 

~·ubject: Soviet dJmarche to the Polish Embassy here on the Czecho
slovak question. 

In continuation of previous report.64 

On the morning of September 23 Potemkin, the Deputy People's 
Commissar for Foreign Affairs, summoned the Polish Charge 
d'Affaires, handed over a note, and made a statement by the Soviet 
Government on the Czechoslovak question, which was concerned 
mainly with alleged Polish troop concentrations on the Polish
Czechoslovak frontier. On the same day at 7 o'clock in the enning 
the Polish Charge d'Affaires gave Potemkin his Government's 
nnswer. At the same time as the Polish Charge d'Affaires paid his 
second visit to Potemkin, if not before, the Polish Gonrnment. 
published a communique on both statements, which was printed in 
the Polish press on September 24-. Whereas the So,·iets as a rule 
publish communiques on diplomatic negotiations of this kind imme
diately, this time Izvestia of the 26th was the only paper so far to 
publish an official statement, together with editorial comment, which 
is enclosed in German translation. As far as the contents of the 
written statements of both Governments are concerned, the Soviet 

11 ~ument No. 620, p. 946. 
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and the Polish communiques agree almost word for word. The only 
difference is that the Soviets make no mention at all of the additional 
verbal statement by the Polish Charge d'Affaires that the Polish 
Government was surprised by the demarche of the Soviet Govern· 
ment as they had taken no measures on the Polish-Soviet f~ontier 
(not "on the Polish-Czechoslovak frontier," as stated in the' other 
report), whereas the Polish communique contains this verbal state
ment. 

In their statement the SoYiet Government do not refer to the Pact 
of Mutual Assistance with Czechoslovakia, which, as is well known, 
makes Soviet help dependent on French intervention. The Soviet 
Government declares, on the other hand, that in the event of a Polish 
invasion of Czechoslovak territory they would denounce the Polish
Soviet Nonaggression Pact. This formula, which lays no obligation 
on the Soviet Union, is intended to give the impression to Poland 
and to the world that in the event. of a Polish invasion of Czecho
slovakia the Soviet Union for her part will take action against 
Poland. This is intended to warn and intimidate Poland. By hint
ing at this step, the Soviet Union presumably wishes to indicate to. 
France that by exerting pressure on Poland she has really done some· 
thing for Czechoslovakia. The incident throws a significant light 

· on relations between the Soviet Union and Poland. 

[Enclosure] 

Tass 

ScHULENBURG 

FRoM THE PEoPLE's CoMMISSARIAT FOR FoREIGN AFFAms. 

On SeptemLer 23, V. P. Potemkin, Deputy People's Commissar for· 
Foreign Affairs, handed to 1\I. Jankowski, Polish Charge d'Affaires, 
the following statement in the name of the Soviet Government: 

"The Soviet Government has received information from various 
sources that troops of the Polish Government were concentrated on 
the Polish-Czechoslovak frontier and are preparing to cross the 
above-mentioned frontier and occupy by force part of the territory 
of the Czechoslovak Republic. In spite of the witle circulation and 
the alarming nature of these reports the Polish Government has 1io 
f~r not ~enied ~hem. The Sovi_et Government expects that this denial 
wlll be Immediately forthcommg. If, notwithstanding, such a de
menti is not forthcoming, and if in confirmation of this report Polish 
troops actually c~oss the frontier of Czechoslovakia and occupy 
Czechoslovak territory, the Soviet Government considers it timely 
and necessary to point. out to the Polish Government that, in view 
of an act of aggression committed by Poland against Czechoslovakia, 
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they will be compelled, on the basis of article 2 of the Nonaggression 
Treaty- concluded on July 25, 1932, between the Soviet Umon and 
Poland, to denounce this treaty without notice." 

Also on September 23 the Polish Charge d'Affaires communicated 
to Comrade Potemkin the following reply of the Polish Government. 

"1. The measures taken in connection with the defense of the 
Polish State are the exclusive concern of the Polish Government, 
who are not obliged to give explanations to anyone. 
_ 2. The Polish Government is full!, acquainted with the text of the 
treaties which they have concluded. ' 

The grandiloquent and arrogant tone of the Polish answer to the 
Soviet Government's warning is very characteristic. In the press of 
Poland's actual ally, Fascist Germany, which had already been in
formed by 'Varsaw of the "bold" Polish reply to the Soviet Govern
ment, the Polish reply was received with shouts of enthusiasm and 
cries of encouragement. An instance of more importance however is 
characteristic. In their answer the Polish Government hasten to 
state that the meas~res which gave rise to the warning of the Soviet 

. Government were only taken in defense of the Polish Republic. 
Such a statement might perhaps be reassuring if the Polish Govern
ment used the idea of defense in the meaning normal in general 
human relations. It is quite another matter if Poland regards de
fense in the same way as Japan, who only defends herself by in
vading other countries with her armies. Future events will show 
whether Poland prefers the generally current or the specifically 
Japanese meaning of the idea of defense. 

EDITOR 

No. 622 
139/126376-'IT 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 

The Spanish Ambassador,55 who had been told in answer to his 
inquiry that the Reich :Minister and the State Secretary :were defi
nitely unable to see him this morning and that it was doubtful if 
they would be able to in the afternoon, visited me today and gave 
me the following information: 

He had been requested by his Government to come to Spain for 
a sho~ stay and had returned this morning. He had received in-

• Marquis de Magaz, 1937-40. 
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structions to point out to the Reich Foreign Minister, and through 
him to the FUhrer himself, the catastrophic effect the outbreak ~f a 
European war would have on Nationalist Spain. Spain possessed 
reliable information that France desired to occupy the entire east 
coast of Spain, including the railway lines leading to it, so as to 
safeguard her troop transports from North Africa. Apart; from 
that, it was to be expected that the Spanish possessions overseas would 
be lost immediately and that France would occupy Minorca. Portu
gal's attitude was doubtful, in view of her friendship with England, 
which was closer than her friendship with Nationalist Spain. The 
Spanish Nationalist Government appreciated that it was materially 
impossible for Germany to give Spain any effective help in the event 
of a European war; this would particularly be the case if England 
entered the war. The Spanish Government was therefore u'nder the 
necessity of making an attempt to open negotiations with England 
and France concerning the neutrality of Nationalist Spain if a war 
broke out; the Government, however, in accordance with the terms 
of the German-Spanish Protocol~118 wished to secure beforehand 
· German assent to the step. The Ambassador requested that. the 
Fuhrer should be informed of this move before he made his speech 
this evening. The Ambassador further requested that, if it were at 
all possible, an answer to his inquiry should be given to him today. 

I told the Ambassador again, as on previous occasions, that I fully 
appreciated Spanish anxiety, but that I did not believe either 
England or France would enter into a war. · 

During the conversation, the Ambassador mentioned that in his 
journey through France yesterday he had observed that mobilization 
was in full swing. Mobilization was proceeding smoothly. 

'VOERMANN 

No. 623 
840/1990'1'9 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) 

TOP SECRET BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
Herr von der Heyden-Rynsch, acting under instructions, left a 

map of Prague with the Supreme Headquarters of the Weh1"11UZCt\t 
and expressed at the sam~ time the desire of- the Foreign Ministry 
that, in any air raids on Prague, the quarter surrounding the Hrad
schin should be spared as far as possible.n ·One of the reasons for 

.. This secret protocol was signed on March 20, 1937, and contained a clause bind· 
lng both Governments to "maintain continuous contact In order to reach agree
ment on questions of International policy touching their common interests." 

" Ct. document No. 500, p. 920. 
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this request is that th~ majority of the legations are situated in the 
immediate vicinity of the Hradschin, among them both the German 
I..egation and Swiss I..egation, which would probably take over the 
representation of German interests if war broke out. 

Today Kapitiinleutnant Souchon of the Supreme Headquarters of 
the Wehrmacht visited me and, in accordance with his instructions, 
gave me the following infonnation: 

General Keitel has already brought this question to the notice of 
the FUhrer, who, after consulting Field Marshal Goring, resened to 
himself the decision for any such attack. General Keitel must con
form to this decision. If any alteration is desired, the Reich Min
ister mu!.t discuss this with the Field Marshal or with the FUhrer 
himself. 

\VOER¥ANN 

No. 624 
139/126374 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
I communicated to the Italian Ambassador that the Spanish Am

bassador had informed us that the Spanish Government was com
pelled to make an attempt to open negotiations with Britain and 
}'ranee regarding the neutrality of Spanish nationals in the event 
of war.'18 \Ve wished to hear the views of Italy before we answered. 
In general, Spanish neutraiity seemed to us preferable to any par
ticipation by Spain in the war. Eventually Spain might be advised 
to issue a unilateral declaration of neutrality instead of negotiating 
with the two \\"estern Powers about her neutrality. 

l\"EIZSACKER 

No. 625 
2369/495033 

'l'he German Foreign Ministry to the German Emba8sy in Poland 
Telegram 

No. 174 

l<'or Ambassadot· personally. 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
(e. o. Pol. IV 6588) 

We have received a· report dated September 2-l from confidential 
sour·ce to effed thut you lun·e twice visited Beck to persuade him 

10 !:)~ ti«K'IIIIll'llt l\lu. 6:!2, p. llfa(l. 
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to bring about Polish cooperation with Germany. Beck had firmly 
refused and said Poland will continue to maintain her independent 
attitude. Same source states Beck had told you he will not meet 
the Fiihrer. 

Request telegraphic report on above assertions, apparently cir~ 
' l culating in Warsaw. 

WEIZSAOKEB 

No. 626 
2369/495024-26 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Embassy 
in Great Britain 

IMMEDIATE 

No. 305 

Telegram 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6540-1/38) 

Continuation of today's telegram en clair No. 304.119 

I request you to inform the British Government immediately, 
either by letter or by delivering an aide-memoire in the following 
terms, of the verbal answer given by the Fiihrer to the proposal of 
Sir Frederick Maurice: · 

The Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor, in deference to the wish of the 
British Prime Minister, has granted a private interview to Lt. Gen. 
Sir Frederick Maurice, President of the British Legion. The Gen
eral presented to him his proposal, of which Mr. Chamberlain is 
cognizant, for the carrying out of the demands laid down in the 
German memorandum of September 23. He proposes that, instead 
of an occupation by German troops as envisaged in the German 
memorandum, detachments of the British Legion should march into 
the Sudeten German districts and supervise both the plebiscite and 
also the transfer of the territory to be separated from Czecho
slovakia. 

As this proposal h~s received Mr. Chamberlain's approval, the 
Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor attaches importance to letting him 
know his opinion, which he has already given to Sir Frederick 
Maurice. 

The Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor is most appreciative of the 
initiative of the British Legion, whose activities he has always fol
lowed and supported with the greatest sympathy. He does not, 
however, consider that the proposal now made by the President of 
the Legion is practicable in its present form. Having regard to the 

11 Not printed. It gave an outline of the conversation between Hitler and Si.J' 
Frederick Maurice (see document No. 631, p. 957). 
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situation in the Sudeten G~>rman areas, it is impossible to renounce 
the proposal put forward in the German memorandum that they 
should be occupied by German troops. The increasingly chaotic 
conditions there do not allow energetic measures to be postponed any 
longer. To give an idea of' these conditions, it is only necessary to 
mention the fact ·that already no less than 190,000 Sudeten German 
refugees have crossed the frontier into Reich territory. An occupa· 
tion by detachments of the British Legion, even if carried out with 
the greatest expedition, would take far too long and would besides 
raise insoluble technical difficulties. 

As against this, the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor is of the opinion 
that the proposal of Sir Frederick Maurice could be realized in a 
different way. The FUhrer and Reich Chancellor would agree to 
detachments of the British Legion being given the task later on of 
marching into those districts in which, according to paragraph 5 
of the German memorandum, there is to be a plebiscite as soon as 
the German and the Czech troops have been withdrawn from them 
to allow the plebiscite to take place. 

Sir Frederick Maurice has given his own approval to this modi
fication of his proposal. 

VON RIBBENTROP 

No. 627 
2129/4MII28-29 

The Gerinan Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

SECRET RoME, September 26, 1938. 
No. 255 of September 26 

In today's conversation I mentioned to C:ano reports according 
to which the Yugoslav Minister here is said to have informed him 
during a visit of the day before yesterday, which was conspicuously 
·announced in the press, about an alleged modification of the Y ugo· 
slav attitude in the event of a conflict with Czechoslovakia. 

Ciano declared that Stoyadinovich had not altt>red his prt>vious 
attitude in any way, and that Italy was exerting every effort in 
Budapest to urge the greatest possible restraint. Ciano allowed it 
to be understood'here that we were probably also doing the same 
thing. Stoyadinovich must not be maneuvered by Budapest into a 
position which would enable the Yugoslav Opposition to remind him 
justifiably of obligations under the pact of the Little Entente. 
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Ciano added that the Yugoslav Minister had not called to see him 
on Saturday on his own initiative but had been summoned, as Ciano 
desired to make representations to him on statements of his colleague 
in Tirana, who was hawking reports round Albania to the effect. thnt 
Italy would like to exploit a general conflagration as a prete~t for-
swallowing Albania. · 

1tfACKENSEN 

No. 628 
2369/495028 

The German 11/inister in Denmark ( Renthe-Fink) to the German 
Foreign Ministryso 

No. 339 J\1 

Subject: Oslo Powers 

CoPENHAGEN, September 26, 1938. 
.(Pol. IV 6560) 

According to information given to me in confidence by one of the 
Ministers of the Oslo Powers,61 the latter have discussed in detail 
at Geneva what their attitude will be if the Czechoslovak problem 
leads to a European war. It has been agreed to adopt an attitude 
of wait-and-see at first, as long as the conflict remains restricted to 
Germany and Czechoslovakia. However, should the conflict assume 
greate:- proportions and develop .into a war between Germany and 
a Great Power, the individual Oslo Powers will at once declare them
selves neutral. 

VON RENTHE-FINK 

No. 629 
1339/353346 .. 
The German Ohm·gf d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia ( Hend·e) to the 

Germ,an Foreign Ministry 
Telegram 

No. 466 of September. 26 PRAGUE, September 26, 1938-7 p.m. 
Received September 26, 1938-11:20 p.m. 

(Pol. IV 6530) 
In continuation of telegram No. 461 of the 25th.62 Polish Minister 

her·e told me the following about the Czechoslovak note on cession of 
territory received yesterday: 

• From a penciled list on. this document it seems probable that this despatl•h 
was circularized to Missions abroad. 

"See footnote 14, p. 784. ' 
• Document No. 602, p. 929. 

797664-4~1. ll-t6 
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Note contained assent to "territorial rectifications''; no mention 
of their extent. Czechoslovak GoYernment, however, reserYed sup
plementary information until later. :Minister considers quick C'zech 
reply as favorable omen. In his view note represents suitable basis 
for negotiation. Remains to be seen how Czechs interpret idea of 
rectification. 

:Minister judges present political situation as follows: under 
pressure from Left Wing parties Benes has created a v-ery tense 
atmosphere by his ..neasures, especially mobilization. President 
would undoubtedly fight even now; if he could count on British, 
French, and Russian help. On the other hand, he wants to avClid 
localized war insofar (group missing) foreign national territory is 
concerned. BeneS hovers between these two extremes. If Great 
Britain and France had insisted from th~ start, President would 
carry Anglo-French proposals into effect. Certain demands in 
memorandum---!..lfinister did not know which-considered by Czechs 
as humiliating. In last few days idea of national honor brought 
strongly to the front by the Czechs. 

HENCKE 

No. 630 
139/126369 

The German Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to th~ 
German_ Foreign Jf inUitry 

Telegram 

MOST URGENT PRAGUE, September 26, 1938-9:4:5 p.m. 
No. 467 of September 26 ReceiYed September 27, 1938-9:10 a.m. 

With reference to telegram No. 421 of September 22.63 

The following reply to his demarche of September 22 has been 
handed to the Hungarian :Minister64 today: 

"Les declarations de Mr. le president Benesch auxquelles a fait 
allusion :Mr. le ministre de Hongrie dans sa demarche du 22 septem
bre 1938, n'ont pu avoir trait qu'a un traitement egal des nationalites 
dans le cadre de l'etat. Les negociations avec les gouvernements de 
Ia France et de Grande-Bretagne se sont deroulees sur nne base 
differente. 

Le gouvernement tchecoslovaque se declare cependant pret a en
gager des negociations amicales avec le gouvernement de Hongrie." 

Foreign Minister Krofta also added verbally: "The Czechoslovak 
Go-;ernment is prepared to concede to citizens of the Czechoslovak 

• Not printed. This telegram reported the Polish and Hungarian dt!marchu 
recorded in documents Nos. 553, 554, and 560, pp. 861, 863, and 869. 

• Dr. Jainos Wettstein, 1933-39. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 957 

State of Hungarian nationality the rights defined in the Nationalities 
Statute, which was drawn up during the negotiations with the Ger
man citizens of the Czechoslovak State." According to this the 
Czechoslovak reply constitutes a flat refusal of Hungarian demands. 

H:tNCKE 

No. 631 
340/199083-86 

Memorandum on the Conversation Between the Fuhrer and Reich 
0 hancellor and Sir Frederick Maurice, President of the British 
Legion (an Association of British Ex-Servicemen), in the Presence 
of Herr von Ribbentrop, Reich Foreign Minister 

Sm FREDERICK MAURICE pointed out that, as President of tile 
British Ex-Servicemen's Association, he had been the first to advo
cate the restoration of friendly relations betwe~n German and 
British ex-servicemen. As was well known, he had been very suc
cessful in these efforts~ Only last week 800 German ex-servicemen 
under the leadership of the Duke of Coburg had been in Great 
Britain, and he had said goodbye to them only last Saturday. 

The British Legion had, now worked out and submitted to Mr. 
Chamberlain a scheme to facilitate the carrying out of the German 
memorandum. Mr. Chamberlain had approved the plan on con
dition that the FUhrer too was in agreement. 

The British Legion's plan, in German, was then read out.65 It 
consists essentially in the suggestion to send immediately 10,000 
members of the British Ex-Servicemen's Association to the area to 
be occupied by Germany. The British ex-servicemen would merely 
exercise the function of "neutral witnesses" during the handing over 
of the territory to Germany and also during the plebiscite. . 

THE FuHRER replied that the transfer of the territory must take 
place by October 1. For purely technical reasons and because of 
the time factor it was impossible to distribute 10,000 British ex
servicemen throughout the territory in question by that time. The 
transfer must be made direct to Germany. 

If, however, the British Legion would undertake the function of 
neutral observer during the plebiscite, he (the FUhrer) would gladfy 
accept the plan. 

Sm FREDERICK liAL'ltiCE answered that he had suggested his plan 
so that the putting into effect of the German memorandum should 
not give rise to disorders, which might be caused during the plebi-

• Not printed. 
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scite by false reports of alleged pressure on the population. He also 
could see that the 10,000 men could not be at their posts by October 1. 

THE FuHRER again stated that he welcomed very much the second 
part of the British proposal, especially as he had already expressed 
his readiness to withdraw the troops during the plebiscite from those 
areas in which a vote was to be taken, provided that the Czechs, for 
their part, did the same. The British Legion could therefore be 
looked upon as the control body accepted by Germany for the plebi· 
scite, for he (the Fuhrer) was afraid that a very long time would 
be needed for the formation of an international commission, and he 
would like if possible to hold the election in November, so that by 
Christmas true peace would reign. ·Germany had faith in the ob· 
jectivity of the British ex-servicemen, while the Czechs, for their 
part too, could have no objection to the proposal, as Great Britain 
was prepared to give a guarantee for Czechoslovakia. 

Submitted, according to instructions, to the Fuhrer and Reich 
Chancellor. 

BERLIN, September 26, 1938. 

No. 632 
330/195628-29 

DR. P. ScnMIDT 
Counselor of Legation 

The President of t~e United States to the Fuhrer66 

Telegram 

WASHINGTON, September 26, 1938. 
'J'o ·His Excellency Adolf Hitler, Fiihrer and Chancellor of the 

German Reich, Berlin. 
The fabric of peace on the continent of Europe, if not throughout 

the rest of the world, is in immediate danger. The consequences of 
its rupture are incalculable. Should hostilities break out, the lives· 
of millions of men, women, and children in every country involved 
will most certainly be lost under circumstances of unspeakable horror. 

The economic system of every country involved is certain to be 
shattered. The social structure of every country involved may well 
be completely wrecked~ 

The United Sttttes has no political entanglements. It is caught in 
no mesh of hatred. Elements of all Europe have formed its civili· 
zation. 

The supreme desire of the American people is to live in peace. 
But in the event of a general war they face the fact that no nation 

• In English In the original. 
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can escape some mensure of the consequences of such a 'vorld 
catastrophe. 

The traditional policy of the United States has been the further
ance of the settlement of international disputes by pacific means. 
It is my conviction that all people under the threat of war today 
pray that peace may be made before, rather than after, war. 

It is imperative that peoples everywhere recall that every civilized 
nation of the world voluntarily asSumed the solemn obligations of 
the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 to solve controversies only by 
pacific methods. In addition, most nations are parties to other 
binding treaties obligating them to preserve peace. · Furthermore; 
all countries have today available for such peaceful solution of 
difficulties which may arise treaties of arbitration and· conciliation 
to which they are parties. 

Whatever may be the differences in the controversies at issue, and 
however difficult of pacific settlement they may be, i am persuaded 
that there is no problem so difficult or so pressing for solution that 
it cannot be justly solved by the resort to reason rather than by the 
resort to force. 

During the present crisis the people of the United States and their 
Government have earnestly hoped that the negotiations for the 
adjustment of the controversy which has now arisen in Europe 
might reach a successful conclusion. · 

So long as these negotiations continue, so long will there remain 
the hope that reason and the spirit of equity may prevail and that 
the world may thereby escape the madness of a new resort to war. 

On behalf of the 130 millions of people of the United States of 
America and for the sake of humanity everywhere, I most earnestly 
appeal to you not to break off negotiations looking to a peaceful, 
fair, and constructive settlement of the questions at issue. 

I earnestly repeat that so long as negotiations continue differences 
may be reconciled. Once they are broken off, reason is banished and 
force asserts itself. 

And force produces no solution for the future good of humanity. 
FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT 
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No. 633 
330/195623-27 

The Fuhrer to the President of the United States 
Telegram 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 
To His Excellency the President of the United States of America, 

1\Ir. Franklin Roosevelt, 'V ashington. 
In your telegram received by me on September 26 Your Excellency 

addressed an appeal to me in the name of the American people, in 
the interest of the maintenance of peace, not to break off negotiations 
in the dispute which has arisen in Europe, and to strive for a 
peaceful, honorable, and constructive settlement of this question. 
Be assured that I can fully appreciate the lofty intention on which 
your~ remarks are based, and that I share in every respect your 
opinion regarding the unforeseeable consequences of a European 
war. Precisely for this reason, however, I can and must decline all 
responsibility of the German people and their leaders, if the further 

. development, contrary to all my efforts up to the present, should 
actually lead to the outbreak of hostilities. 

In order to arrive at a fair judgment regarding the Sudeten Ger
man problem under discussion, it is indispensable to consider the 
incidents in which, in the last analysis, the origin of this problem 
and its dangers had its cause.· In 1918 the German people laid down 
their arms in the firm conviction that, by the conclusion of peace 
with their enemies at that time, those principles and ideals would 
be realized which had been solemnly announced by President Wilson, 
and just as solemnly accepted as binding by all the belligerent 
Powers. Never in history has the confidence of a people been more 
shamefully betrayed than it was then. The peace conditions im
posed on the conquered nations by the treaties concluded in the 
faubourgs of Paris have fulfilled none of the promises given. Rather 
they have created in Europe a political regime which made of the 
conquered nations world pariahs without rights, and which must 
have been recognized in advance by every discerning person as 
untenable. . 

One of the points in which the character of the dictates of 1919 
was most clearly revealed was the founding of the Czechoslovak 
State and the establishment of its frontiers without any consider
ation for history or nationality. The Sudetenland was also included 
therein, although this area had always been German and although 
its inhabitants, after the destruction of the Hapsburg 1\fonarchy, 
had unanimously declared their desire for Anschluss to the German 
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Reich. Thus the right of self-determination, which had been pro
claimed by President Wilson as the most important basis of national 
life, was simply denied to the Sudeten Germans. 

But that was not enough. In the treaties of 1919 certain obliga
tions with regard to the German people, which according to the text 
were far reaching, were imposed on the Czechoslovak State. · These 
obligations too were disregarded from the first. The League of 
Nations has completely failed in the task assigned to it of guaran
teeing the fulfillment of these obligations. Since then the Sudeten
land has been engaged in the severest struggle for the maintenance 
of its German character. 

It was a natural and inevitable development that, after the re
covery of strength of the German Reich and after the reunion of 
Austria with it, the desire of the Sudeten Germans for preservation 
of their culture and ~or closer union with Germany increased. 
Despite the loyal attitude of the Sudeten German Party and its 
leaders, differences with the Czechs became ever stronger. From 
day to day it became more evident that the Government in Prague 
was not disposed seriously to consider the most elementary rights 
of the Sudeten Germans. On the contrary, they attempted by i:p
creasingly violent methods to enforce the Czechization of the Su
detenland. It was inevitable that this procedure should lead to ever 
greater and more serious tension. 

The German Government at first did not intervene in any way 
in this development and maintained its calm restraint even when, 
in May of this year, the Czechoslovak Government proceeded to a 
mobilization of their army, under the purely fictitious pretext of 
German troop concentrations. The renunciation of military cqunter
measures in Germany at that time, however, only served to strengthen 
the uncompromising attitude of the Prague Governm~nt. This w·as 
clearly shown by the course of the negotiations for a peaceful settle
ment of the Sudeten German Party with the Government. These 
negotiations produced the conclusive proof that the Czechoslovak 
Government was far removed from treating the Sudeten German 
problem in a fundamental manner and bringing about an equitable 
solution. • 

Consequently, conditions in the Czechoslovak State, as is gener
ally known, have in the last few weeks become completely intoler
able. Political persecution and economic oppression have plunged 
the Sudeten Germans into untold misery. To characterize these 
circumstances it will suffice to refer to the following: 

We reckon at present 214,000 Sudeten German refugees who had 
to leave house and home in their ancestral country and flee across 
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the German frontier, because they saw in this the last and only 
possibility of escaping from the revolting Czech regime of force 
and bloodiest terror. Co\llltless dead, thousands of wounded, tens of 
thousands of people detained and imprisoned, and deserted ,·ilh1ges, 
are the accusing witnesses before world opinion of an outbre~1k of 
hostilities, and as you in your telegram rightly fear; rarried out for 
·a long time by the Prague Government, to say nothing of German 
economic life in the Sudeten German territory systematically de
stroyed by the Czech Government for 20 years, and which already 
shows all the signs of ruin which you anticipate as the ronseqm>nce 
of an outbreak of war. 

These are the facts which compelled me in my Nuremberg speech 
of September 13 to state before the whole world that the deprivation 
of rights of 3% million Germans in Czechoslovakia must cease, and 
that these people, if they cannot find justice and help by themselves, 
must receive both from the German Reich. However, to make a last 
attempt to reach the goal by peaceful means, I made concrete pro
posals for the solution of the problem in a memorandum delivered 
to the British Prime Minister on September 23, which in the mean
time has been made public. Since the Czechoslovak Government had 
previously declared to the British and French Governments that they 
were already agreed that the Sudeten German settlement area should 
be separated from the Czechoslovak State and joined to the German 
Reich, the proposals of the German memorandum aim at nothing 
else than to bring about a prompt, sure, and equitable fulfillment of 
that Czechoslovak promise. · 

It is my conviction that you, l!r. President, when you realize the 
whole development of the Sudeten German problem from its in
ception to the present day, will recognize that the German Govern
ment have truly not been lacking either in patience or in a sincere 
desire for a peaceful understanding. It is not Germany who is to 
blame for the fact that there is a Sudeten German problem at all 
and that the present untenable cond!tions have arisen from it. The 
terrible fate of the people affected by the problem no longer admits 
of a further postponement of its solution. The possibilities of 
arriving at a just settlement by agreement are therefore exhausted 
with the proposals of the German memorandum. It now rests, not 
with the German. Government, but with the Czechoslovak Govern
ment alone, to decide if they want peace or war. 

ADoLF HITLER 
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No. 634 
340/199088-96 

J/emorandum on the Conversation Between the Fuhrer and Reich 
Chancellor and Sir Horace Wilson in tM Presence of Herr von 
Rwbentrop, Reich Foreign Minister, and the Britislt .Ambassador, 
and .Also Mr. Kirkpatrick of the British Embassy 

Sm HoRACE said that he had followed the FUhrer's speech in· the 
Sportpalast 87 with interest. He could not but congratulate him on 
the magnificent reception accorded .him there. It must have been 
a great moment for him. Both the Prime Minister and he himself 
had noticed with appreciation various references in the speech to 
points raised by Chamberlain. 

Then Sir Horace referred to Chamberlain's statement yesterday, 
of which the FUhrer would doubtless be aware. He only wished to 
call attention once again to one point in this statement. The Prime 
Minister had assumed moral responsibility for the execution of the 
Czech obligation. He was going back to London now and would 
report to the Prime Minister on the present situation; had the 
FUhrer any message for Chamberlain f 

THE FuHRER replied that he had no further message for Mr. 
Chamberlain, beyond his sincere thanks once again for his efforts 
to maintain peace. 

Sm HoRACE 'WILSON said that, after hearing his report, Chamber
lain for his part would make the position clear to the Czechs, with 
whom the decision then lay. -

THE FuHRER thereupon replied that in his opinion the Czechs. 
could only give one answer: acceptance of the memorandum, which 
left every possibility for the future open to them, since Germany 
certainly did not wish to rob them of anything, and he (the FUhrer) 
had even promised to give them a guarantee as soon as matters were 
settled with the other neighboring States. 

Finally, Sm HoRACE said he wished to say one thing more, and he 
would try to say it in the tone which Chamberlain would have used 

· had he been himself present. Many Englishmen, and he was one of 
them, wished heartily to enter into a discussion with Germany on all 
questions outstanding between the two countries. In view of t'he 
shortness of time at our disposal, he did not wish to enumerate these 
matters, and would merely say that, in the opinion of the British, 
a period of great economic prosperity throughout the world must 
result from the settlement of all these questions. On the British 
side there was also this earnest desire for a discussion and an agree-

" See footnote 50, p. 943. 
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ment with Germany. He, Sir Horace, remembered that the FUhrer 
had once described Britain and Germany as bulwarks against the 
forces of destruction, particularly from the East. He himself and 
many other Englishmen had not forgotten these words of the Fuhrer. 
In the next few days, within one or two weeks, the course of events 
would be decided, and according to the course they took, this dis· 
cussion with Britain could take place or not, as the case might be. 

The situation was as follows: if Czechoslovakia accepted the 
German memorandum, well and good; if she refused no one knew 
where the ensuing conflict would end. If Germany attacked Czecho· 
slovakia, France, as Daladier had informed the British and had 
moreover declared publicly, would fulfill her treaty obligations to 
Czechoslovakia, as Germany knew very well. If this occurred and 
the French forces were thereby to become actively engaged in hos· 
tilities with Germany-whether or not this would occur, he did not 
know-then Britain would feel herself obliged to support France. 

THE FuHRER said that the words "if France's forces were to 
become actively engaged in hostilities with Germany," could only 
mean that France would attack Germany, since Germany for her 

· part had no intention of attacking France. 
SIR HoRACE repeated the following once again, in view of the 

importance of the statement: If the Czechs accepted the German 
memorandum, well and good, but if they refused and were attacked 
by Germany, France had informed Britain that in· this event she 
would. fuifill her treaty obligations to Czechoslovakia. The French 
had, however, chosen their words very carefully, and he was there· 
fore rendering exactly the form chosen by the French. They had 
not said they would attack Germany, but only that they would 
fulfill their treaty obligations to Czechoslovakia. In what form they 
would do this he, Sir Horace, did not know •. But if, in the fulfill· 
ment of her obligations to Czechoslovakia, France decided that her 
forces must become actively engaged in hostilities against Germany, 
then, for reasons which would surely be clear to the Fuhrer and to 
everyone familiar with the situatiop, Britain would feel herself 
obliged to support France. 

THE FuHRER said that it all boiled down to the fact that if France 
attacked Germany, then ·Britain would render assistance to France. 
In that case it was .most probable that war would break out between 
us within 6 days. If Czechoslovakia rejected the memorandum, then 
he was firmly resolved to smash that country. Then France would 
probably attack Germany, Britain would support France and there 
you would have a conflict. He repeated that the Czechs had to 
choose between acceptance and refusal. He assumed that they 
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would refuse, because they knew that in this event they could CO'Q.nt 
on support by France and Britain. In the event of the rejection 
of the memorandum, he would destroy Czechoslovakia. France 
would thereupon attack Germany, Britain would support Franc~, 
and within 6 days general warfare would have broken out. 1 And 
for what reason@ ·Only because Czechoslovakia refused to accept a 
memorandum which meant nothing more than the fulfil~ent of 
pledges already made. 

SIR HoRACE 'VILSON replied that he understood the Fuhrer very 
well. On one point he did not quite agree with him. Whether 
France would attack Germany, he, Sir Horace, did not know. Franee 
had only said that she would fulfill her treaty obligations and only 
the further course of events would show in what form this might 
happen. 

THE FuHRER replied that in any case he had made his prepara
tions. It was not for nothing that he had spent 4% thousand million 
marks on the Rhineland fortifications. He must, however, state that 
they were gambling recklessly with the chance of a world war, 
simply because a small nation had been able for 20 years to leave her 
obligations unfulfilled, and it was most wounding to a great Power 
such as Germany to be regarded by Britain, at such a critical time, 
as being apparently less important than Czechoslovakia. 

SIR HoRACE WILSON apparently wished to continue the conversa
tion, but the British Ambassador advised him against doing so. On 
his departure, while alone with the Fuhrer in the room, he said' to 
him that a catastrophe must be avoided at all costs and he would 
still try to make the Czechs sensible. ("I will still try to make those 
Czechos sensible.") 87a 

THE FuHRER replied that he would welcome that, and further · 
repeated emphatically once more that England could wish for no 
better friend than the Fuhrer. In all his writings and speeches he 
had always expressed his wish for friendship with England. 

Submitted herewith to the Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor accord
ing to instructions. 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 

"• This sentence Is In English In the original. 

DR. P. ScHMIDT 
OO'Unselor of Legatioa 
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No. 635 
lf0/199097-103 

Lettet' From t'M Fuhrer to the Briti&h PriTM Mini&ter 88 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 
Dua Ma. Cunnwn . .ux: I have in the course of the conversations 

once more informed Sir Horace Wilson, who brought me your letter · 
of September 26,11 of my final attitude. I should like, however, to 
make the following written reply to certain details in your letter:-

The Government in Prague feels justified in maintaining that the 
proposals in my memorandum of September 23 went far beyond 
the concession which it made to the British and French Governments 
and that the acceptance of the memorandum would rob Czechoslo
vakia of every guarantee for its national existence. This statement 
is based on the argument that Czechoslovakia is to give up a great 
part of her prepared defensive system before she can take steps 
elsewhere for her military protection. Thereby the political and 
economic independence of the country is automatically abolished. 
Moreover, the exchange of population proposed by me would turn 
out in practice to be a panic-stricken flight. 

I must openly declare that I cannot bring myself to understand 
these arguments or even admit that they can be regarded as seriously 
put forward. The Government in Prague simply passes over the 
fact that the actual arrangement for the final settlement of the 
Sudeten German problem, in accordance with my proposals, will be 
made dependent, not on a unilateral German decision or on German 
measures of force, but rather, on the one hand, on a free vote under 

. no outside influence, and, on the other hand, to a very wide degree 
on German-Czech agreement· on matters of detail to be reached sub
sequently. Not only the exact definition of the territories in which 
the plebiscite is to take place, but the execution of the plebiscite 
and the delimitation of the frontier to be made on the basis of its 
result, are· in accordance with my proposals to be met independeptly 
of any unilateral decision by Germany. Moreover, all other details 
are to be resened for agreement on the part of a German-Czech 
commission. 

In the light of. this interpretation of my proposals and in the 
light of the cession of the Sudeten population areas, in fact agreed 
to by Czechoslovakia, the immediate occupation by German con
tiiigents demanded by me represents no more than a security measure 

• Document No. 10 in the British White Paper, Cmd. 5847. The copy found In 
the Foreign Mini~ry file is an unsigned and undated draft, amended In Weiz.. 
sacker's handwriting. 

• Document No. 619, p. 9H. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 967 

which is intended to guarantee a quick and smooth achievement of 
the final settlement. This security measure is indispensable. If the 
German Government renounced it and left the whole further treat
ment of the problem simply to normal negotiations with Czecho
slovakia, the present unbearable circumstances in the Sudeten Ger
man territories, which I described in my speech yesterday, would 
continue to exist for a period, th~ length of which cannot be fore
seen. The Czechoslovak Government would be completely in a 
position to drag out the negotiations on any point they liked, and 
thus to delay the final settlement. You will understand after every
thing that has passed that I cannot place such confidence in the 
assurances received from the Prague Government. The British 
Government also would surely not be in a position to dispose of this 
danger by any use of diplomatic pressure. 

That Czechoslovakia should lose part of her fortifications is 
naturally an unavoidable consequence of the cession of the Sudeten 
German territory agreed to by the Prague Government itself. If 
one were to wait for the entry into force of the final settlement, in 
which Czechoslovakia had completed new fortifications in the terri
tory which remained to her, it would doubtless last months and years. 
But this is the only object of all the Czech objections. Above all, 
it is completely incorrect to maintain that Czechoslovakia in this 
manner would be crippled in her national existence or in her political 
and economic independence. It is clear from my memorandum 
that the German occupation would only extend to the given line, 
and that the final delimitation of the frontier would take place in 
accordance with the procedure which I have already descri~d. 
The Prague Government has no right to doubt that the German 
military measures would stop within these limits. If, nevertheless, 
it desires such a doubt to be taken into account, the British and, if 
necessary, also the French Government can guarantee the quick ful
fillment of my proposal. I can, moreover, only refer to my speech 
yesterday in which I clearly declared that I regret the idea of any 
attack on Czechoslovak territory and that, under the condition which 
I laid down, I am even ready to give a formal guarantee for the 
remainder of Czechoslovakia. There can, therefore, be not the 
slightest question whatsoever of a check to the independence of 
Czechoslovakia. It is equally erroneous to talk of an economic rift. 
It is, on the contrary, a well-known fact that Czechoslovakia, after 
the cession of the Sudeten German territory, would constitute a 
healthier and more unified economic organism than before. 

If the Government in Prague finally evinces anxiety also in regard 
to the state of the Czech population in the territories to be occupied, 
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I can only regard this with surprise. It can be sure that, on the 
German side, nothing whatever will occur which will preserve for 
those Czechs a similar fate to that which has befallen the Sudeten 
Germans consequent on the Czech measures. 

In these circumstances, I must assume that the Government in 
Prague is only using a proposal for the occupation by German 
troops in order, by distorting the meaning· and object of my pro
posal, to mobilize those forces in other countries, in particular in 
England and France, from which they hope to receive unreserved 
support for their aim, and thus to achieve the possibility of a general 

'warlike conflagration. I must leave it to your judgment whether, 
in view of these facts, you consider that you should continue your 
effort, for which I should like to take this opportunity of once more 
sincerely thanking you, to spoil such maneuvers and bring the Gov
ernment in Prague to reason at the very last hour. 

No. 636 
139/126386 

The State Secretary (Weizsacker) to the German Minister in 
Bulgaria ( Rumelin) 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 
DEAR HERR RuMELIN : I was very much interested in your recol

lections of 1922.10 It is probable that Chamberlain will defend him
self in the House of Common's tomorrow by reading out statements 
by Labor Party people, which at the time were also directed against 
the incorporation of the Sudeten Germans in the new Czech State. 

As a matter of fact the conflicting parties are already almost in 
agreement, and yet I cannot see more than a 50 percent chance of 
a peaceful outcome. · 

All good wishes and Heil Hitler ! 
Yours, 1VEizsXcKER 

No. 637 
139/126387 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (lVoermann) 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 
M in~terialdirigent Bracht from the [office of the] Reichs fuhrer- . 

SS Und Chief of the German Police today asked me whether there 
were any objections to his going to Asch in order to obtain informa
tion about the preparations for occupation. f...s Asch is in German 

" See document No. 535, p. 841, to which this letter Is a reply. 
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hands and occupied by SS, I said that I had no objection. Herr 
Bracht mentioned in this connection that the SS had received occu
pation assignments from the FUhrer and that he, ~err Bracht, had 
been specially instructed to take advance measures regarding organi-
zation falling within the province of the police. , 

WoERMANN. 

No. 638 
139/126381-83 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign Minister11 

BERLINt September 27, 1938. 
The Spanish Ambassador again called on me today and asked 

whether I could now give him an answer to his demarche of yester
day regarding the neutrality agreement between Spain and Britain; 
France in the event of a European war.72 

I began by saying once again to the Ambassador that I did not 
believe in any entry of the two Powers into a European war, but the 
Ambassador would not allow himself to be convinced of this. I then 
said to him that it had not yet been possible for the Reich Minister 
to make a decision and that, as he would understand, in this matter 
we must first discuss matters with our Italian friends. Today, 
therefore, I could only give him a personal impression following 
a discussion which had taken place here in the Foreign Ministry 
about his demarche. This impression was that we could not under
stand Spain's wishing to conclude a neutrality agreement with 
Powers which, in the Spanish view, would be our enemies. We 
could well understand that, during the Civil War, Spain would not 
be in a position to take an active part in fighting on our side, .if 
France were to attack her. Instead of this, however, it would suffice 
if at an appropriate moment Spain were to issue a declaration of 
neutrality. We could not, however, imagine at all what exactly 
the contents of such a neutrality agreement should be. 

The Ambassador said in reply that in a war the National Gov
ernment would certainly come forward on the side of Germany ang 
Italy, if it was not actually involved in civil war. It was, however, 
obvious that Spain, upon whose energies the Civil War had already 
made a heavy claim, could not stand up against a French attack. 
He then repeated that they had absolutely reliable news :according 
to which the French General Staff intended to occupy Catalonia 

"The distribution list in the margin of this document requests Pol I to keep 
the 0. K. W. Informed. 

" See document No. 622, p. 950. 
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and the whole of Eastern Spain. Spain was quite unwilling to 
make any kind of concessions to the two Powers in such a neutrality 
agreement. The situation was rather such that Spain must expect 
that France would immediately after the outbreak of European 
hostilities march into .Spain without any declaration of war, unless 
this possibility was previously eliminated. Spain wanted t.herefore 
simply to declare to France and Britain that she was neutral in the 
conflict and in return would receive a declaration from France and 
Britain that these Powers would not on their part attack Spain. 

In conclusion, the Ambassador again asked that he might receive 
a reply if possible today or tomorrow, as the matter wns of the 
utmost urgency for Spain. 

-Rome Embassy will be informed of the subject matter of the 
conversation.14 

'VOERMANN 

No. 639 
UT/78612 

!1/inute by the State Secretary(lVeizslicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 
The Polish Ambassador today gave me the following information: 
A note from Prague concerning the Polish claims7G was delivered 

in W.a.rsaw today, and also !1- letter from Benes to the Polish Presi
dent. The latter had also been explained verbally by Krofta. The 
subject was territorial concessions to Poland, and also the effort to 
reach a better understanding between Poland and Czechoslovakia. 
Furthermore, the French and British Ambassadors in Warsaw had 
made demarches stating that Prague considered the Polish claims 

_to be legitimate. 
Today the following demands had been made by Poland in 

Prague: 
1) Separation of the purely Polish areas from Czechoslovakia, 
2) Exercise of the right of self-determination for the Polish minor

ity in the rump territory. 
'VEIZSACKER 

"Cf. document No. 641, p. 972. 
"In answer to the note of September 21 (document No. 558, p. 861). See also 

documents Nos. 602 and 606, pp. 929 and 933, 
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No. 640 
139/126395-96 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) to the 
German Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT PRAGUE, September 27, 1938;1 :05 p.m. 
No. 473 of September 27 Received September 27,1938-3:30 p.m. 

Preparations for war being made everywhere in Prague. Evacu
ation of the capital being prepared. Total blackout in parts for last 
three nights. Trenches in all parts of the city. ··Population show 
attitude of calm fatalism. · 

2) Diplomatic Corps. preparing to move to the proposed seat of 
the Czechoslovak Government at St. Martin "near Rosenberg" in 
event of war, within very short time. · 

3) Countless arrests of Sudeten Germans. Consulate at Briinn 
estimates 10,000 in its area alone, among them Sudeten German 
Party officials who remained behind. Arrests of Reich-Germans con
tinue; 26 cases in all reported in last few days; actual number 
probably greater. It is doubtless ·a case of taking hostages and 
reprisals. 

4) Order given to Reich-Germans on September 25 to leave 
country immediately being carried out as far as technically possible. 
Evacuation extremely difficult, first on account of interrupted com

. munications, further because in many places Czechs refuse to let 
Reich-Germans leave on the grounds that Czechoslovaks illegally 
arrested in the Reich and others are being detained. 

Important part pl'ayed .by alleged ill-treatment by German police 
at Brambach of Czech passengers in special train. 

In the interests of Reich-Germans here please persuade compet~nt 
German authorities to refrain from measures not absolutely neces-
sary which make exchange difficult. , 

5) Hostile attitude of Czech population toward Germans, also 
toward members of Legation, growing. 

6) Radio sets confiscated throughout the country on the grounds 
of the State Defense Law. Reich-Germans, therefore, for the most 
part unable to hear FUhrer's speech yesterday. • 

HENCKE 
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No. 641 
1119/126365-66 

The German Ambassador in Italy (MackeTUJen) to the GermtJn 
Foreign. M ini8try 

Telegram 

RoME (QuiRINAL), September 27, 1938-1:30 a.m. 
VERY URGENT Received September 27, 1938-4:15 a.m. 
No. 254 of September 26 

'Vith reference to today's telephone conversation · with Under 
State Secretary. 

Ciano, whom, according to instructions, I this evening acquainted 
with the statements of the Spanish Ambassador,76 had immediately 
before received similar information from Attolico, although I had 
the impression that it was in more general form, as obviously chief 
emphasis was laid, according to Ciano, on communication of news 
that the FUhrer had already rejected Chamberlain's proposal for 
direct Berlin-Prague negotiations and advanced the date for Prague's 
favorable answer from October 1 to 2 p.m., September 28. 

1\Iagaz's information roused Ciano to a state of mind toward Spain 
which I can only describe as intense indignation. Spanish Ambassa
dor here had told him about 10 days ago about Franco's anxiety 
over development of the situation in Central Europe, and how it 
might react on Spanish mainland and also in Morocco in view of 
France's well-known intentio.ns, and had merely added the question 
as to what view was taken here of further military aid for Franco ' 
in the event of a general conflict, but did not say a word about or 
even hint at the possibility of . talks with Great Britain or France 
on neutrality. He had answered the question by pointing out that 
things were still developing and the matter was therefore not acute • 
.The day before yesterday the Spanish Ambassador had again called 
on him, without making any further reference to this subject. The 
conversation had only turned on the question of withdrawal of cer
tain Italian troops whom Italy had wanted to recall. 

Ciano feels that Franco's ideas expressed in Be'rlin are a direct 
betrayal of the common <;ause. }'ranco obviously completely forgets 
the common sacrifices, Italy's more than three thousand dead, and 
the six billions sacrificed by Italy. He must reserve, until after 
consultation with the Duce, statement on Italy's answer if the Am
bassador eventually raised a similar question here, which so fur he 
hasnot even shown signs of doing. 

"Ct. document No. 622, p. 950. 
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Ciano then went on to consider the situation which would arise 
in Spain on the outbreak of a general conflict, which under the in
fluence of Attolico's statement he seemed to expect and, without 
committing himself in any way, expressed the view that the Italians 
might consider concentrating their (approximately) 32,000 me11- and 
240 airmen in Spain at Palma, which he described as a suitable base 
in view of what he considered the definitely pro-Italian attitude of 
its inhabitants. 

At the end of the conversation Ciano led me to the wide-open 
window overlooking the busy Corso to show me how completely 
normal everyday life was, in spite of all alarming reports, although 
every Italian knew "that perhaps the day after tomorrow field 
grey will dominate the street scene." 

MACKEN SEN 

No. 642 
2369/49503\l 

The German Ambassador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

No. 69 of September 26 

Telegram 

WARSAW, September 27, 1938-1:48 a.m. 
Received September 27, 1938-5 a.m. 

(Pol. IV 6589) 
Reference telegram No. 174 of September 26.77 

Report mentioned is complete fabrication throughout. 
I spoke toM. Beck once again after my return, on September 17; 

subject of conversation was Berchtesgaden. I did not attempt "to 
use my influence toward cooperation between Poland and Germany," 
because practical cooperation already exists and great emphasis OJ?. 
this point would not be advisable in view of M. Beck's disposition. 
It is also untrue that 1\{. Beck had rejected the idea of cooperation, 
and thnt he was said to have stated that Poland wished to maintain 
an independent attitude in future. As I have already reported J cf. 
my telegram of September 17) ,78 he gave me on the contrary in the 
conversation, quite unasked for, nry confidential information about 
Polish troop concentrations, in which confirmation of practical co-• 
operation must certainly have been mentioned. He further remarked 
in this connection that he was giving this information exclusively 
to the Gt>rman Govt>rnment. It is correct to say that Beck attached 
great. importance to achieving Polish aims as ·far as ·possible inde-

n Document No. 625, p. 952. 
" Not printed. 
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pendently, and that he is trying particularly to avoid giving the 
outside world any impression of dependence on Germany. That is 
naturally also known in political circles here and may well hue 
been the origin of the false reports there. 

No mention was made in conversation with Beck of a visit to the 
FUhrer or of any otl1er intended visits. · 

[Marginal note:] Submitted to Under State Secretary. 
MoLTKE. 

t 

I request instructions in dealing with this matter. AI.TE...~BURG, Sep
tember27. 

No. 643 
139/126391 

The German Minister in Su:eden (Wied) to th8 German Foreign 
Ministry 
Telegram 

VERY t:RGL"'T STocirnoLX, September 27, 1938--1:25 p.m. 
No. 47 of September 27 Received September 27, 1938-3:15 p.m. 

The King of Sweden summoned me to his presence today, without 
having asked his Foreign Minister beforehand. He made urgent 
request that the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor might e:rtend time 
limit of October 1 by ten days, since world war otherwise inevitable 
and blame would be laid solely at Germany's. door. I replied that 
blame lay entirely with Western Powers, who had looked on inactive 
at continued extermination of Sudeten German element, and the 
King of Sweden promised for his part to use his influence with 
France and Britain so that they might induce Czechoslovakia to 
a('("ept conditions for above new time limit. His love for Germany 
was warmly expressed during. conversation, ·and likewise his gra,·e 
feu of the inevitability of a German defeat in a world war in T"iew 
of the present combination of the Powers. 

Should be grateful if the abo,·e could also be communicated to 
Field Marshal Goring, as the King of Sweden requested particularly 
that he should be kept informed. 

W'lED 
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No. 644 
147178613 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiieker) for the Foreign 
Minister 

' BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 
This evening I showed the Polish Ambassador on a map prepared 

by the Headquarters of the Wehrmacht the demarcation line which, 
in the view of our lV ehrmacht, should be observed between Polish 
and German troops if it came to an advance on Czechoslovakia. I 
added that it would no doubt be advisable if the Polish Military 
Attache agreed on details with our military authorities tomorrow. 

In reply M. Lipski said that he too was expecting maps from 
Prague indicating the Polish sphere of interest in Czechoslovak 
territory. He thought it would be useful if we discussed this de
limitation of spheres again tomorrow and that ·then the military 
authorities should contact one another. 

I agreed to this procedure. 
'VEIZSACKER 

No. 645 
139/126419 

1'he German Minister in Hungary ( Erdmannsdorff) to the German 
Foreign Ministry · 

Telegram 

No. 101 of September 27 BUDAPEST, September 27, 1938. 
Received September 27, 1938-8:10 p.m. 

Learn in the Foreign Ministry: 
Czechoslovak Foreign Minister79 yesterday informed Hungarian 

Minister in Prague,80 in answer to note of September 22, former 
promises of similar treatment of all minorities were given on the 
supposition that they would remain within the Czech State. Czech 
Government prepared to grant to Hungarian minority the Nation
ality Statute envisaged for the Sudeten Germans before the break
down of the negotiations. Hungarian Government will not acquiesce 
~~ . . 

Hungarian Minister in Belgrade81 reports increasing deterioration 
of Yugoslav attitude toward Hungary and Germany, and stiffening 
opposition to Stoyadinovich's foreign policy under French and 

11 Dr. Kamil Krofta, 1936-38. 
• Dr. JAnos Wettstein, 1933-39. 
1t Baron Gyorgy Bakach-Be!'ISenyey, 1938-41. 
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Czech financial influence. He has suggested a statement by prominent 
Hungarian personalities, according to which Hungary would regard 
present frontier with Yugoslavia as final and would abandon Hun· 
garian irredentist aims in Yugoslavia; Hungary for her part ready 
to do this, but fears similar demand from Rumania. 

Hungarians know from a reliable source that Stoyadinovich has 
described as premature Comnen~s suggestion that Yugoslav and 
Rumanian Governments should state in Budapest that obligation of 
military assistance between Treaty Powers still in force. 

EJmx..<L~NSDOB.FF 

No. 646-
138/128409 

Th6 Ge1"T/Uln Charge ir.Affaires in Czechoslovakia (Beneke) and the 
Military .AttacM of th6 German Legation in Czechoslovakia 
(Touasaint) to th6 German Foreign Ministry and the Supreme 
Headquarters of th6 Wehm~acht 

Telegram 

-No. 481 of September 27 PBA.m:'E, September 21, 1938. 
Received september 21, 1938-10 p.m. 

For Supreme Headquarters, the Wehm~acht, Attache SeCtion. 
Calm in Prague. Last mobilization measures carried out by 

evacuation of supplies. Operational staff has left Prague. Head· 
quarters probably in Kolin. .Call-up of men over forty is prepared 
for, but not yet carried out. According to information from Italian 
Military Attache, Prague is defended by 47 antiaircraft batteries, 
which change position every day. Press and radio strengthen the 
Czech people in their belief that France, Great Britain, and Russia· 
have already given a binding promise of military help. 

Yugoslavia and Rumania made dbnarche in Budapest announcing 
military intervention by them in the event of an attack by Hungary 
on Czechoslovakia. 
Carpath~Ukraine is almost entirely cleared of troops. 
The.. 29th Infantry Regiment is said to have been moved from 

Neuhaus eastward beyond BrUnn. 
According to the estimate of the Military Attache here, the total 

call-up is 1,000,000; field army 800,000. .According to one estimate 
the strength of the· field army is put too ldgh. Since the cordoning
off __gf the Legation by the police no military information of any 

· kind can be obtained. 
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No. 647 

139/126410 

1'he German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) and the Military 
Attache of the German Embassy in France (KuhlenthaZ) to the 
German Foreign Ministry and War Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY URGENT PARis, September 27, 1938. 
No. 502 of September 27 Received September 27,1938-10:40 p.m. 

1. War Ministry, General Staff, Section a. 
2. Supreme Headquarters, the W ehrmacht. 
3. Foreign Ministry. 

1) The French mobilization mensures in continuous progress have 
so far anticipated total mobilization that I reckon with the com
pletion of the deployment of the first sixty-five divisions ·on the 
German frontier by the sixth day of mobilization. 

This acceleration and the deployment measures adopted so far, 
when taken in conjunction with the development in the political 
situation, now make it appear probable that, in .the event of belliger
ent me~_tsures by Germany, general mobilization and immediate 
attack will take place, in all probability from Lower Alsace and from . 
Lorraine in the direction of Mainz. 

2) A report, not so far checked, says that on Monday 300 British 
aircraft, mostly bombers, landed on airfields in Northern France. 

Yesterday's call-up of reservists with mobilization code number 6 
is confirmed today. 

3) It is noteworthy that in the present situation, when all States 
in any way concerned are taking military measures, the Franco
Italian Alpine frontier remains completely unaffected. Neither on 
the French side nor, as I learn from .the Italian Military Attache 
here, on the Italian side have any serious emergency measures been 
taken. 

KUHLENTHAL 
BRAUER. 



No.648 
13t/L.'>U83-8t 

TAe German Cll.arge il' Alaire• i" Franee ( Bro11et') to tile Get'ma" 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

VERY nm:...~ PARIS, September 27, 1938. 
TOP 8ECBET Received September 27, 1938---10:20 p.m. 
No. 503 of September 27 

For Reich Minister personally. 
L De Brinona forwards me, with the request for onward trans

mission, following written statement ·of facts which he says he ascer
tained in conversations today: 

The lfinlsters de Monzie81 and Pomaret84 will advocate in the 
Cabinet a formula for the Czechoslovak question which in broad 
outline is to provide more or less for ·the following: 

1) France and Britain will guarantee the speedy carrying-out of 
the cession of the Sudeten German territory to Germany "selon les 
duptnitwns en-cuagees par les conversatWtis Chamberlain-Hitler." 

2) German troops will move into the Sudeten German territory 
on October 1, the occupation of the territory assuming the character 
of a $J'Dlbolic transfer; there is ~at anxiety to have contingents 
from other nations taking part m this entry by German troops, 
restricted preferably to French, British, and Italian, or only French 
and British nnits. 

3) Guarantee of the Czech State in· its new frontiers after settle
ment of the "problem of the nationalities" by treaty. 

IL Owing to the observation under which de Brinon is kept, I 
have had no opportunity of asking him which territory is to be 
ceded to us and to be occupied by us according to the plan outlined 
in paragraph 1. Brinon will probably call on me this evening at my 
house; I shall subsequently forward any further information during 
the night. Brinon requests that a statement of policy be forwarded 
before the Cabinet meeting which will probably take place tomorrow 
(September 28). To ensure that the statement of policy is forwarded 
in time, it should reach me by 9 o'clock on Wednesday morning at 
the latest. 

m. According to reports from various sources, opinions were 
divided at today~s Cabinet meeting on the question of accepting our 
memorandum. Bonnet, wltose in1luence has certainly waned con
siderably, lionzie, and Pomaret were for yielding. A section of the 

• See footnote 99. p. 257, and footnote 91. p. 485. 
•Minister of Pnblie W' orks. 1938-40: Republican Socialist Union. 
•.Minister of Labor, 1938-39; Republican SoclaJ.ist Uulon. 
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Cabinet was wavering in its attitude. There is particular anxiety 
on account of the time limit of October 1. It is interesting to note 
that Cabinet has already refused today to confer plenary powers 
on Prime Minister enabling him to sign order for general mobiliza
tion. Monzie and Pomaret are contemplating resigning if the Cabi-
net m1tintains its intransigent attitude. 1 

IV. Excitement is great in Chamber and Senate circles. They 
would like to reach agreement with us if at all possible. (Flandin's 
letter in yesterday's 1'emps, with which you are acquainted, is 
typical of the mood of the J.,landin group.)· A. certain amount of 
assistance from us, however slight, of which very many Deputies 
and Senators would surely be willing to make use, in order to over
come the general feeling of helplessness, appears indeed necessary 
for this, especially since military preparations are being conti.nued 
on a considerable scale and opposition is growing. If a solution is 
not found by October 1 and our. entry into Czechoslovakia leads to 
an armed conflict, the view is held that the Chamber and Senate will 
consent to general mobilization and assistance being given to Czecho
slovakia. The population is growing accustomed to the idea of war 
despite an inherent strong aversion, and is becoming reconciled to it. 
At any rate, no opposition is to be expected from their ranks in the 
event of war, especially since the working class have been incited 
against German regime for ideological reaso_!ls. 

No. 649 
139/126424 

1'he German Oharge d'Affaires in Belgium(Bargen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 54:/27 BRuSSELS, September 27, 1938. 
Received September 28, 1938-12:30 a.m. 

Also for War .Ministry. 
Belgian Government have decided, according to communique just 

published, to complete the military security measures taken in last 
few days. It has ordered army to be brought up to pied de paiaJ 
renforcie. Six age groups called up under this order. Government 
remark in communique that measure had been dictated solely by 
desire for security and peace. Communique further stated that 
Government had approved economic measures made necessary by 
the situation. These involved the supplying of Belgium with food 
and raw materials in the event of war. 
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The measures taken are far reachng. They constitute the last 
stage before general mobilization. Reason for the somewhat onr
hasty military preparations is to be found on the one hand in grow
ing fear of European war, and on the other hand in desire to try 
to maintain neutrality. Determination of King and Government to 
adhere to neutrality unshaken. l\Iood throughout country antiwar, 
alarmed, and anxious. Unfriendly feelings toward us are increasing. 
In event of war, sympathy of people, even in ranks of Flemings, 
would be with our enemies. 

BARGEN 

No. 650-
139/126422-23 

The German Minister in Rumania (Fabricius) to the GeNnan 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 194 of September 27 BucHAREsT, September 27, 1938. 
Received September 28, 1938-12:55 a.m. 

Today I visited Foreign Minister Comnen, who has returned 
from Geneva. He considers position still hopeful since speech by 
Fuhrer and Reich Chancellor, as agreement in principle is obvious; 
misunderstandings only exist as to procedure. He sees practical 
solution in proposal contained in FUhrer's speech to entrust British 
Legion with occupation of di~puted territory until plebiscite carried 
out, as Benes maintains Germany is demanding too much and did 
not wish to cede disputed territory to Germany forthwith. l\Iore
over, lack of frontier guarantees is very di1Hcult for Benes to accept 
and time is very short. I referred Comnen to text of speech regard
ing guarantee, and emphasized that Germany could certainly not 
guarantee frontiers as long as question of Polish and Hungarian 
minorities, not actually being dealt with by us, still remained un
settled; otherwise we should be in the position of opposing prin
ciple of right of self-determination for those ethnic groups which 
we claimed for our own. A.s regards the time limit, it must be 
understood that tension had lasted far too long and must finally be 
overcome, and there was danger cf Jews and Communists launching 
a fresh campaign of lies against us. Comnen, who did not associate 
himself with this argument, asked whether the Rumanian Govern
ment or the King could still do anything to contribute toward a 
peaceful settlement. I replied: Decision now rests with Benes since 
the FUhrer's speech. C[omnen] said in that case he would try once 
more to exert influence on Prague. 
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C ( omnen] then referred to numerous discussions on Hungary 
which he had held with Field Marshal Goring and other leading 
authorities while he was in Berlin. He asked me to point out to 
Berlin how important it was for Hungary to stay out of a war. 
Because a Hungarian attack on Czechoslovakia would entail, Ru· 
manian intervention based on the existing treaty, and added to my 
question: "Naturally, only an unprovoked attack." Finally, how· 
ever, he wished to make the following statement- to me for further 
transmission to Berlin : Rumania is not pledged to intervene by any 
other treaty apart from the one already known to us. In spite of 
numerous demarches which had been made even quite recently from 
various quarters, he could give me his word of honor that the 
Rumanian Government was not bound in any way; they did not 
wish for war with Germany and would do their utmost to prevent 
one; they wished to remain neutral. 

I answered Comnen that I should be very pleased to pass this 
statement on. When I asked how matters stood regarding flight 
of Soviet Russian aircraft to Czechoslovakia, C[omnen] replied that 
he had no information up to date; unfortunately Rumania did not 
yet possess the necessary instruments for detecting whether the air
craft were crossing over Rumani.a and if so, how many. Neither' had 
she enough antiaircraft guns. 

As regards this question he could tell me that right of passage 
h1td not been discussed in.. Geneva either. Litvi:nov had been the 
only diplomat who had been (group missing) not to ask him because 
he knew the answer would be in the . negative. During ·'the com:..er
~ation C[omnen] emphasized the good impression made in Rumania 
by the Fuhrer's words about the finality of Germany's frontiers after 
sPttlemPnt of the Hudeten Germnn problE.>m. 

FARRIUIUt; 

No. 651 
139/126430 

The German Ambassador in the United States ( Dieckhoff) to the 
Ge'f"'''Uln Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 267 of September 27 ·wASHINGTON, September 27, 1938. 
Received September ·28, 1938~: 30 a.m. 

I gather from many statements that Chamberlain's speech. on the 
radio made deep impression everywhere here. Comments are all to 
effect that it is no longer a matter of the justification 'or nonjustifica
tion of the German point of view in the Sudeten German question, 
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but of the fundamental question of force or peaceful negotiation. 
If Hitler follows the path of negotiation, offered to him once ngnin 
by Chamberlain today, he would show by this that he was concernM 
only with the solution of the Sudeten German question, and he 
would get practically all he is demanding; if, however, he takes the 
path of force, he would prove that he had a program of conquest 
which goes beyond the Sudeten German area; if the latter is the. 
case, resistance must be offered as a matter of principle, since other- t 

wise this dynamic force would continually have repercussions. 
There is reason to assume that this view is also the view of the 

American Government, who are doing everything to suppress the 
existing but decreasing isolationist· tendency among the American 
people, so that, when the moment comes, the whole weight of the 
United States can be thrown into the scale on the side of Britain. 
I consider it my duty to emphasize this very strongly. 

DIECKHOFI!' 

No. 652 
139/126f2T-28 

The German Ambassador in Poland (Moltke) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegram 

No. 70 of September 27 WARsAw, September 27, 1938. 
Received September 28, 1938-8:50 a.m. 

Foreign Minister" Beck asked me to call on him today in order, 
as he expressly remarked, to give me some confidential information 

· about political events here during the last few days, in view of the 
grave situation and the loyal relations existing between our two 
Governments. · 

First of all he referred to the demarche by the Soviet Govem
ment,85 of which you are aware, which he again described as a mean
ingless piece of propaganda. He believed that the Polish answer 
had been clear and to the point. In this connection he wished to 
draw attention otice again to the fact that for the Polish Govern
ment there could never be any question of any form of cooperation 
with the Soviet Union, so long as the latter interfered in European 
affairs. That was an irrefutable principle of Polish policy. Even 
if he could assu~e that we were aware of this, he would still believe 
that, in such grave times as today, it was useful to repeat this prin
ciple once again. Poland had. the impression, mo1·eover, that Ru-

• See documents Nos. 582 and 621, pp. 897and· 948. 
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mania also agreed with this view and that one could rely on King 
Carol in any case. . 

M. Beck then turned to the Czechoslovak question. He mentioned 
that the reply from the Prague Government concerning the Teschen 
region, received here yesterday, contained no fresh point of, view. 
According to other information-he was clearly alluding here 1to the 
eommunication from Benes handed yesterday to the Polish Presi
dent-it now appears definite that the Czechs are ready to negotiate 
on territorial questions. On the French and British side urgent 
demarches had been made simultaneously to bring Poland to a state 
of readiness to ·negotiate. The Polish Government .had just this 
evening addressed a note to the Prague Government in which, with 
reference to an ngreement concluded as early as 1919 with the Czech 
Government, a plebiscite was demanded for the disputed area, while 
the districts possessing an unquestionably Polish population must be 
ceded immediately to Poland. Wi~h regard to the suggestion made 
to him of undertaking a guarantee for the Czech Rump State, he 
advanced the view that he could only assume further Polish respon
sibility for Czechoslovak territory in agreement with Germany and 
llungary. . 

M. Beck finally remarked that he hoped that no clash with Ger
man interests would occur in the areas claimed by Poland. He had 
today dispatched all the documents by plane to Ambassador Lipski, 
who would then be in a position to formulate the Polish territorial 
elaims in detail. 

MoLTKE 

No. 653 
139/126431-33 

The German AmbaRsador in the United States (Dieckhotf) to the 
German Foreign Jfinistry 

'l'elegt·nm 

\'ERY 'l'RGENT 'YASHINGTON, September 27, 1938. 
No. 268 of the 27th Received September 28,.1938-9:45 a.m. 

Following is text of telegraphic appeal which President Roosevelt 
addressed to the FUhrer and Reich Chancellor at 10 p.m. todaY,ss 

DIECKHOFP 

""The text Is In English in the original and is ncrompanled by a German trans-
lathm. · • 
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His Excellency Adolf Hitler, 
Chancellor of the German Reich, 

Berlin. 
I desire to acknowledge your Excellency's reply to my telegram 

of September 26.87 I was confident that you would coincide in the 
opinion I expressed regarding the unforeseeable consequences and 
the incalculable disaster which would result in the entire world 
from the outbreak of a European war. 
~The question before the world today, llr. Chancellor, is not the 

question of errors of judgment or of injustices committed in the 
past; it is the question of the fate of the world today and tomorrow. 
The world asks of us, who at this moment are heads of nations, the 
supreme capacity to achieve the destinies of nations without forcing 
upon them as a price the mutilation and death of millions of citizens. 

Resort to force in the Great War failed to bring tranquillity. 
Yictory and defeat were alike sterile. That lesson the world should 
have learned. For that reason, above all others, I addressed on 
September 26 my appeal to your Excellency and to the President 
of Czechoslovakia and to the Prime Ministers of Great Britain and 
of France. 

The two points I sought to emphasize were, first, that all matters 
of difference between the German Government and the Czechoslovak 

. Government could and should be settled by pacific methods; and, 
second, that the threatened alternative of the use of force on a scale 
likely to result in a general war is as unnecessary as it is unjustifi
able. It is, therefore, supremely important that negotiations should 
continue without interruption until a fair and constructive solution 
is reached. 

.My conviction on these two points is deepened because resJ><!nsible 
statesmen have officially stated that an agreement in princ1ple has 
already been reached between the Government of the German Reich 
and the Government of Czechoslovakia, although the precise time, 
method, and detail of carrying out that agreement remain at isme. 

Whatever existing differences may be, and whatever their merits 
m&] be-and upon them I do not and need not undertake to pass 
juapent-my appeal was solely that negotiations be continued 
until a peaceful settlement is found, and that thereby a resort to 
force be avoided. 

Present negotiations still stand open. They can be continued if 
you will give the word. Should the need for supplementing them 
become evident, nothing stands in the way of widening their scope 
into a conference of all the nations directly interested in the present 
controversy. Such a meeting to be held immediately-in some neu
tral spot in Europe-would offer the opportunity for this and cor
related questions to be solved in a spirit of justice, of fair dealing, 
and, in all human probability, with greater permanence. 

In my considered judgment, and in the light of the experience of 
this-century, continued negotiations remain the only way by which 
the immediate problem can be disposed of upon any lasting basis. 

• Documents Nos. 632 and 633, pp. 958 and 900. 
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Should you agree to a solution in this peaceful manner, 1 am con
vinced that hundreds of millions throughout the world would recog
nize your action us an outstanding historic service to all humanity. 

Allow me to state my unqualified conviction that history, and the 
souls of every man, woman, and child whose lives will be lost in the 
threatened war, will hold us and all of us accountablE' shoul~ we 
omit any appeal for its prevention. 1 

The Government of the United States has no political involve
ments in Europe and will assume no obligations in the conduct of 
the present negotiations.. Yet in our own right we recognize our 
responsibilities as a part of a world of neighbors. 

The conscience and the impelling desire of the ·people of my 
country demand that the voice of their Government be raised again, 
and yet again, to avert and to avoid war. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

No. 654 
C34/000361 

Memorandum by the Fuhrer's Adjutant (Schmundt)BS 

1'0P SECRET MILITARY SEPTEMBER 28,, 1938. 

At 1 p.m. on September 27, the FUhrer and S!l:preme Commander 
of the W ehrmaeht ordered the movement of the Sturmabteilu'l(,gen 
from their training areas to action· stations .. 

The Sturmabteilungen (about 21 reinforced regiments ol' 7 divi
sions) must be so ready for action that operations. aga1nst "Green'' 
are possible from September 30, the decision having been taken at 12 
noon one day previously. 

ScHM[UNDT] 
·[Footnote in Schm~ndt's handwriting:] The order was conveyed 

to General Keitel at 1:20 J?.m. by Major Schmundt. 

No. 655 
140!75543 

Minute by the State Secretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Ministe'l',. 

· BERLIN, September 28, 1938. 
At 11 p.m. yesterday the British Ambassador handed me the letter, 

enclosed in translation, addressed to the R~ich Minister, along with., 
a new British plan for a solution of the. present crisis.· The Ambas-

. sador then explained verbally: the plan had nothing to do with the, 
FUhrer's letter of today's date to Chamberlain.s9 These two com-:. 
munications had crossed. He, the Ambassador, personally thought· 
that the plan was out of date. Had it been submitted a.,fortnight 

• Taken from the Schmundt file (Nuremberg document 388-PS). 
•t.e., of September 27, document No. 635, p. 966. . 
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or three weeks ago, it might perhaps have been of use. Thus he 
personally no longer believed in the usefulness of the plan. Nenr
theless, he was handing it over as instructed and left it at that. 

The Ambassador continued that what was serious-and this was 
also obvious from the enclosed plan-was the shortness of time under 
which the crisis labored. If he had to give any advice, it would 
be to make the time limits more elastic than we had so far done. 
Above all he proposed that definite decisions should be postponed 
until after today's meeting of the House of Commons. 

After this statement by the British Ambassador a further short 
converS'ation took place, in the course of which the Ambassador 
threw on the table a copy of the Anglo-French plan, allegedly from 
Sir Horace 'Vilson's papers. The Ambassador said that, though the 
p1tper was secret, he was giving it to me personally. I did not read 
the paper in the Ambassador's presence. 

WEIZSACKER 

(Enclosure 1) 
340/199104-6 

1'he British Ambassador in Germany (Henderson) to the German 
Foreign Minister89a 

BERLIN, September 27, 1938. 

DEAR REICH MINISTER:. His .Majesty's Secretary of State for 
},oreign Affairs has htstructed me to tmnsmit to the FUhrer and 
Reich Chancellor the enclosed plan which represents a reasonable 
scheme for the cession of the Sudeten German area to Germltny, ns 
accepted in principle by the Czech Government. The French Gov
ernment has also agreed to this plan. It has been handed to the 
Czechoslovak Government with the intimation that in the opinion 
of His Majesty's Government it represents the best means of secur
ing an orderly transfer of the territories, to the cession of which 
the Czechoslovak Government has already agreed. 

As Your Excellency will remember, the main argument of the 
FUhrer's speech last night was that Czechoslovak promises were 
worthless and that !L Benes will never carry them out. However, 
in this connection His Majesty!s Government wish to point out to 
the Reich Chancellor that in this matter he is dealing with the 
British and French Governments and not with the Czech Govern
ment. The Chancellor's statement that he must occupy the areas 
in question by October 1 at the latest leaves no time for working 

•• The copy printed is from a German translation of the original prepared In 
the Foreign Ministry. 
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out the conditions, on the basis of which an understanding on the 
cession was reached. Nevertheless, this could be arranged in the 
shortest possible time aitd therefore His Majesty's Government pro~ 
pose the enclosed timetable, for the carrying out of which they would 
undertake their share of responsibility. 

I would be grateful if you would submit the plan to the FUhrer. 
Yours sincerely, NEviLE HENDERSON 

[Enclol:!ure 2] 

334/196810-11 

1) German troops would occupy the territories of Egerland and 
Asch outside the Czech line of fortifications on October 1. 

2) German and Czech plenipotentiaries would meet a British I'ep
resentative at some town in Sudetenland on October 3. The British 
representative would have equal voting rights with his German and 
Czech colleagues. 

On the same day an International Boundary Conunission, consist~ 
ing of German, Czech, and British members, would meet. 

On the same day, if possible, observers and also, if possible, a 
British Conunission would arrive. Later, four British officers could 
be added; observers, conunission, and troops, would be under the 
command of the Boundary Commission. The duty of the meeting 
of plenipotentiaries would be: 

a) To arrange for the inunediate withdrawal of Czech troops and 
State police. · 

b) To lay down broad lines for the protection of minorities in the 
ceded territory, and also to safeguard their rights to opt and to 
withdraw their property, similar arrangements being made for the 
German minority in the new Czechoslovakia. 

c) To determine the instructions based on the Anglo-French plan 
to be given to the International Boundary Conunission for the de-
limitation of the new frontier with the utmost speed. . 

3) The entry of German troops into the zone in which the pleni
potentiaries have indicated that their arrangements are complete. 
This might be the whole area, but that lnight not be possible as 
early as October 10, as the Czech forces might not have been com
pletely withdrawn and there would be a risk of clashes with the 
incoming German forces. The International Boundary Commission 
must, however, have delimited the final line by October 31, and the 
Czech forces and police must have been withdrawn over that line 
and the German troops must have occupied up to that line by that 
date at the latest. 

?97e6,-4t-9oL U___.8 
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4) The meeting of plenipotentiaries will have to consider whether 
both 89b agreements [beide Vereinbarungen] should be made for un 
improvement of the frontier delimited by the Boundary Commission 
in October, in order better to meet local, geographical, and economit~ 
requirements in the various localities. It would be for consideration 
whether local plebiscites would be necessary or desirable for thi~ 
purpose. ' 

5) As soop. as possible, negotiations to be started between Ger· 
many, Great Britain, :France, and Czechpslovakia for the purpose 
of-

a) agreeing on joint measures for demobilization or withdrawal 
of troops and 

JJ) revising Czechoslovakia's present treaty relationships and in· 
stituting a system jointly guaranteeing the new Czechoslovakia. 

No. 656 
U0/75544-45 

Minute by the State Eecretary (Weizsiicker) for the Foreign Minister 

BERLIN, September 28, 1938. 
This. morning at 8:30 the French Ambassador; telephoned me to 

say that he had been instructed to request a personal audience with 
the Fiihrer. At the last moment the French Government wanted to 
make om~ more attempt to avert the impending disaster. It was a . 
question of a proposal which w~mt further than ·anything so far put 
forward by the British or French. In outline it suggested the occu
pation, of all four sides o~ .the Bohemian quadrilateral by German 
troops; district!!! comprising Czech fortifications were also to be 
occupied. Of. c~utse Czech troops would have to ~emain. behind as. 
guards fo't'." these· fortifications. The smooth carrying out of this 
occupation would, as far as possible, be guaranteed by the French 
Government. The new element in this plan was not ·only that it 
went fUrther than anything so far proposed to us, but also the fact 
that the plan was not yet ·known to the Czechs. We, Germany, were 
being consulted first. If we agreed, the French Government would 
demand acceptance from the Czech Government. If Czechoslovakia 
refused, .conclusions could be drawn which he did not need to define 
more closely. The French Government thought that the Fiihrer was 
resolved on final decisions as from this afternoon. Therefore they 
wanted to lose no time in making their last effort through him, the 
Ambassador. · 

The Ambassador knew the British plan 90 which had been handed 

..., Possibly a misprint for "further'' [~eitere]. 
"See document No. 655, IJUpra. 
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to Herr von Ribbentrop last night and submitted to the FUhrer. 
l\1. Poncet was of the opinion that this plan was in any case useless. 

' WEIZSACKER 

. No. 657 
140175556-57 

Telephone Message From the Representative of the Dienststtt:k 
Ribben_trop in London (Hesse )91 

LoNDON, September 28, 1938-10:40 a.m. 

Sir Horace Wilson today told me the following: 
Everything depends on the.Fiihrer's proposal being. put in a dif

ferent form. This above all is important for the British Goyern-. 
ment, while they are ready to agree to all. the demands of the plan 
and to undertake a guarantee to the effect that the plan should 
actually be carried out. The present form of the plan, however, 
is such as to make it impossible for any democratic government, 
especially the French, to advise the Czechs to accept it. The J>resent 
plan is regarded psychologically as the application of brute force,92 

because it has the effect of suppressing the freedom of a nation. The 
British Government are prepared to accept all our actual demands 
except on one point, that of military ()('Cupation, which is completely 
inacceptable. On the other hand, any other form of occupation. by 
police or British troops is possible. If it is impossible to dissuade 
the FUhrer from insistence on the full acceptance of his plan, Great 
Britain wil1 dedare war on us because of the violation of demoeratic 
freedom, as the whole nation is convinced that the ·highest values 
are at stake. If, on the other hand, we were to give way on the 
form, the Government would be prepared to push through all our 
demands with the Czechs and French. But if we marched today, 
everything would, without a doubt, be at an end. A proposal to 
accept our plan but to undertake a guarantee of its execution vis-a
vis the Czechs was impossible, as the very form of our· present plan 
was an insurmountable obstacle in the way of the British Govern
ment recommending its acceptan<'e to the Czechs. He emphasized 
that nothing would be more welcome to Great Britain than if the 
Czechs capitulated on their own account. But he could see no :Deans 
of bringing about a Czech capitulation. 

Wilson said that in his speech today Chamberlain would still 
leave the door open, and would not declare that Great Britain would 

"Dr. E'rltz Hesse, who had served as D.N.B. representative in London since 
1935, and who wa~ employed by the London Embassy as adviser on press matters. 
Cf. document No. 579, p. 895. 

• The words "unerkliirlich sei," which appear here in the text, are apparently 
a typist's error. 



990 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

go to war against us, if we put our plan into execution. If, how
ever, we actually marched, Chamberlain would make this declaration. 

DR. HESSE 

No. 658 
140/75565 

The Germ:an ltlinister in Hungary ( Erdmann8dorf!) to the Germ(ln 
. Foreign MiniBtry 

'felegram 

URGENT fiUDAPEST, ~eptember 28, 1938-1:50 p.m. 
No. 105 of September 28 Receivoo September 29, 1938-3 a.m. 
• Foreign· Minister~'3 informed me Hungarian Minister in Prague 
today handed over a note demanding right of self-determination for 
all minority questions in Czechoslovakia, separation of Hungarian 
populated areas, and avoidance of discrimination in the treatment 
of the Hungarians. Hungarian Government considered it expedient 
to begin negotiations simultaneously with other interested states. 

Krofta accepted the note for transmission to his Government, and 
stated as his personal view that at the present moment the Czecho
slovak Government could not negotiate on this basis, for that would 
mean a complete transformation of Central Europe which would 
also affect other states, namely, Yugoslavia· and Rumania. The 
latter would· certainly not agree to such a change. The Czechoslo
vak Government themselves 'had no reason to start negotiations of 
this kind. Position of Hungarian Government is weakened by the 
fact that, as the Polish Foreign Minister confidentially told the Hun
garian Minister, the Czechoslovak Government have declared their 
readiness to surrender a zone of territory inhabited by Poles, and to 
allow a plebiscite in a second zone, and this, in Beck's opinion, would 
fulfill two-thirds of the Polish demands. Italian Foreign Minister 
advised Hungary again yesterday not to intervene in the conflict 
at once, in order not to make Stoyadinovich's. position more difficult, 
so that he can find a means of getting out of his obligations under 
the Little. Entente. Italian Government are trying to exert a calm
ing influence in Belgrade and Bucharest, where the British are in
citing people to strong action against Hungary. Mussolini had told 
the Hungarian Military Attache that Italy will regard any attack 
by Yugoslavia on Hungary as a hostile act. According to assertion 
of Rumanian Foreign Minister, Rumanian Government will forbid 
Russians to march through. 

ERDHANNSDORFF 

• Kiilm:1n Kanya, 1933-38. 



GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1937-1938 991 

No. 659 
lf0/75553 

Minute by the Under State Secretary (Woermann) for the 
Foreign lJfinister ' 

BERLIN, September 28, 1938. 

Ambassador von :Mackensen told me by telephone that the Spanish 
Ambassador had yesterday made a demarche in the Italian Foreign 
Ministry, but not vis-a-vis Ciano personally, on the neutrality of 
Spain in a European con~ict. This demarche was not made with the 
same empressernent as in Berlin. According to Ciano's very brief 
and hastily given information, Herr von Mackensen did not think 
that the Spanish Ambassador had spoken of a neutrality agreement 
with France and Great Britain. 

The answer given to the Spanish Ambassador by the Italian 
.Foreign Ministry was to the effect that Italy could understand 
Spain's remaining neutral, but expected that this neutrality would 
be maintained without prejudice to Italy's interests, and that Spain 
would unobtrusively grant Italy certain advantages. 

I will inake the following statement to the Spanish Ambassador 
at 5 o'clock this afternoon: 

'Ve could understand Spain's remaining neutral for the duration 
of the Civil War, but considered it completely superfluous for Spain 
to negotiate on this beforehand with other powers. 1Ve expected 
Spain to exercise a completely benevolent neutrality toward us, and 
on occasion to grant us certain advantages sub rosa, which were 
still to ·be discussed. At present I could not give him any definite 
information on the question of leaving the Condor Legion in Spain 
in the event of Spain's remaining neutral. .Furthermore, I· was 
completel:y convinced that there was no basis for the Spanish step. 

WoERHANN 



992 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

No. 660 
1863/423027-28 

The Hungarian Legation in Germany to the German 
· Foreign Ministry'" 

MEMORANDUM 

BERLIN, September 28, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6811) 

Stoyadinovich expressed to Kanya his fear that, in the light of his 
information, the Hungarian Government had designs on the Slovak 
and Ruthenian. areas besides the purely Hungarian areas. At the 
same time he stated that: 

1) if the Hungarian Government would give a satisfactory decla
ration regarding the security of Yugoslavia, 

2) if Hungary would state which areas of Slovakia we claim, he 
would be prepared, provided our claims did not extend to Slovak 
and Ruthenian.areas, to attempt mediation in Prague, so that Prague 
should return to Hungary the Hungarian-inhabited areas. 

From this it can be seen that Stoyadinovich would be ready to 
accept, or that he is reconciled to, the reassimilation of "the Hun
garian areas, but does not want a further strengthening of Hungary. 
He is apparently afraid that if Ruthenes and Slovaks declared in 
favor of Hungary, and Hungary were thus strengthened, this might 
eventually become d1mgerous for Yugoslavia. 

}{. Kanya would be grateful if, in the interests of Hungary, 
Germany could, without mentioning the above information, but in 
t.he course of normal conversations, state in Belgrade that the Hun
garian point of view, which aims at: 

a) tlle return of the Hungarian-inhabited areas, 
· b) the practical realization of the right of self-determination for 

Ruthenians and Slovaks, 

did not imply an aggressive attitude toward Yugoslavia, and that, 
in view of pres~nt-day circumstances, this would be the only correct 
solution. 

"The document bears the· comment (in Weizsiieker's handwriting) : "Handed to 
me today by the Hungarian Minister,'' and instructions for the Interested Missions 
to be circularized. • 
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No. 661 
140175566--68 

1'he German Ambassador in Italy (Mackensen) to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

Telegt·am 

VERY URGENT RoME, September 28, 1938-5 p.m. 
No. 258 of September 28 Received September 28, 1938-8:45 p.m. 

In continuation of today's telephonic information.95 

· Ciano, whom I went to see this morning in connection with tele· 
graphic instruction 328 (Pol. III 3312) of the 27th of this month,08 

asked me if he might anticipate the discussion on the Spanish question 
by some essential and more important information on the general 
situation: 

Very early this morning Lord Perth 97 had asked for an interview 
with him on a most urgent matter. He had received Lord Perth at 
10 o'clock. Urgently referring to the extraordinary tension of the 
situation, which led one to fear the outbreak of a conflict with in· 
calculable consequences in certain circumstances even within a few 
hours, Lord Perth explained to him on behalf of his Government 
that, after exhausting all existing possibilities, the British Govern
ment, in the interests of the preservation of peace, now saw but one 
remaining possibility-that of making use of the tried friendship 
of the Duce for the Fuhrer. He had therefore been instructed to 
ask the Duce to consider whether, in view of his efforts for the 
maintenance of peace, he was prepared and in a position to use his 
influence with the Fuhrer so that the latter would grant a time 
limit which would give sufficient scope for a. peaceful outcome. If 
such an attempt were impossible or unsuccessful, the c~urse of ~vents 
could no longer be checked; the British Empire would make a suit
able response to a possible German military attack on Czechoslovakia. 

Ciano stated that he had replied that, filled with the thought of 
the enormous responsibility of this fateful hour, he would at once 
request the Duce's decision. 

He informed the Duce immediately nnd was empowe1·ed by him 
to instruct Ambassttdor Att.olieo with all speed to go t.o the Reich 
Foreign .Minister or, as was urgently desired, to the Fuhrer, person· 
ttlly, imd inform him as follows: 

1) Mussolini, as always, stood unreservedly by the }"Uhrer; 
2) To acquaint him with the British proposal and Itt. the same 

time to state that a postponement perhaps still offered a possibility 

.. See document No. 659, p. 991. 
10 Not printed, but see last senten<'t' of document No. 638, p. 96!1. 
"' 'J'he British Amhllssador. 
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of a settlement of the conflict in another way. It was, of course, 
a matter for the Fiihrer to decide whether-in view of military con
siderations-he was in a position to accede to the British wish and 
to grant a delay of 24 hours. (The period of 24: hours originates, 
as I learned in answer to a question, not from the British but from 
the Duce.) · 

3) l\"'hatever the Fiihrer's decision may be, the Duce will stand 
by him. 

Ciano added that Attolico had immediately been instructed to 
this effect. 

British Ambassador was already in his anteroom to receive in
lormation on what the Duce had ·done. 

He, Ciano, asked me to transmit his statements to authoritative 
departments in my Government, in spite of the instructions given 
directly to Attolico. Lord Perth, to whom I spoke briefly in Ciano's 
anteroom on my way out, was received by the Foreign Minister for 
a second talk immediately after me. 

MACKEN SEN 

No. 662 
1613/387107-14 

The German Foreign Ministry to German MissiO'M Abroad 
Telegram 

IliMEDIATE BERLIN, September 28, 1938. 
(Pol. I 2292 g) 

To the :Missions and Consulates listed in the Annex.98 

In continuation of telegram • 
As will be well known to you through the ngt-ncy of press and 

radio, the Fiihrer, Mussolini, Chamberlain, and Daladier are meet
ing in :Munich on September 29, at the FUhrer's invitation. The 
Fuhrer's invitation followed after the Governments of Great Britain 
and France had indicated a readiness to make far-rt-aching conct-s
sions with regard to the German wishes. The prospects of maintain
ing pe.ace are the-I'(>by considE>rably increaSf'd. 

WEIZSACKER 

• Not printl'd. The list includes most German EmhaAAiPS, I..Pgations, and Con
sulates. 
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No. 663 
334/196804--05 

Statement Iasuetl to the Press by the German Foreign Ministry 119 

. ' 

. BERLIN, September 28, 1938. 
The FUhrer has invited Benito :Mussolini, the Head of the Italian 

Government; Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain; and Daladier, the French Prime :Minister, to a conference. 
The statesmen have accepted the invitation. The discussion will 
take place in Munich on the morning of September 29. 

Both the Government of Great Britain and the French Govern
ment have today submitted new proposals for the solution of the 
Czechoslovak crisis. In this connection Mr. Chamberlain, the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, has offered to meet the FUhrer again for 
a personal discussion.. At the same time 1\fussolini has offered his 
assistance in the search for an immediate solution. In view of the 
inevitable German reaction to the terror in the Sudeten German 
territory, the Czechoslovak crisis allows of no further delay; on the 
contrary, the position categorically demands an immediate solution. 
Having regard to this state of affairs and to the fact that the pro
posals to date do not meet the situation as regards justice, prompted 
by the desire to make a last effort to bring about the peaceful cession 
of the Sudeten German territory. to the Reich, the FUhrer has invited 
the Heads of the Governments of Italy, France, and Great Britain 
to a personal conference. It is to be hoped that, even at the eleventh 
hour, this conference will lead to an ltgreement on the measures to 
be put into effect immediately for the transfer of the Sudeten terri
tory promised by the Czechoslovak Government. 

No. 664 
397/212745 

The German Embassy in the Soviet Union to the German 
Foreign Ministry 

• 
1\Ioscow, September 29, 1938. 

Subject: United States demarche vis-a-vis the People's Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs. 

On September 28, Kirk, the United States Charge d'Affaires here, 
handed over a communication from the Government of the United 

"This statement appeared in the Frankfurter Zeitung on September 29. The 
first paragraph is described as an "official announcement," the remainder as a 
report from the D.N.B. 
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States to Potemkin, the Deputy Foreign :Minister, in which the 
"Head of the U.S.S.R. or the Soviet Government" was urged to ad· 
dress similar appeals to Gennany and Czechoslovakia to those which 
the President of the United States had addressed to the Heads of 
both States. Such an expression of universal opinion might, even 
at the last minute, influence the further development of events and 
contribute toward the maintenance of peace. The Deputy Foreign 
:Minister pointed out in his answer that the policy of the Soviet 
Union followed unswervingly the aim of universal peace. He did 
not agree to the suggestion of a direct step in Berlin and Prague 
but, following Litvinov's line of thought, subscribed to Roosevelt's 
proposals for the summoning of an international conference. Thereby 
the Soviet endeavor to enter into the negotiations of the European 
Great Powers once again becomes manifest. 

The text of both declarations is hereby submitted in a cutting 
from the Deutsche Zeitung of the 29th of this month.1 

T[ IPPELSKmCH] 

No. 665 
1863/423162-64 

The Fuhrer's Chancellery to the Foreign Ministry 

:Minister of State and Chief of FUhrer's 
and Reich Chancellor's Presidential Chancellery. 

BERLIN, October 10, 1938. 
(Pol. IV Abst. 373) 

Two enclosures-(Telegrams from S1ovaks).2 

Submitted in original to the Foreign :Ministry as a sequel to pre· 
vious communications of similar kind on the non-Gennan ethnic 
groups in Czechoslovakia as being within the competence of the 
Foreign .Ministry. No answers or acknowledgments have been given. 

For the Minister: 
KIEWITZ 

• Not printed here. The Deutache Zeitung was a German paper published in 
Moscow. . 

1 The two original telegrams are ln the file. The first is in Slovak, the second 
in Czech. 
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No.051 

[Enclosure 1] 

Telegram 

BUDAPEST, September 29, 1938. 
(Pol. IV, 7215/38) 

To Adolf Hitler, Chancellor, Munich. 
Leaders of the' Slovak nation arrested and placed under police 

and military supervision. Unable to speak with them. I appeal 
to Your Excellency in this solemn hour when the leaders of the 
Slovak nation are unable to protect the interests of the people; in 
the name of our leaders and of the Slovak people, intercede in favor 
of self-determination. We want to secede from the Czech. Republic. 
We demand a plebiscite for Slovakia to be carried out under the 
protection of the German and the Italian Army. Mr. Chancellor, 

· we believe in you. 

No. 011 

IMRo MomK 
former Secretary of the 

Slovak (Hlinka) People's Party 

[Enclosure 2) 

Telegram 

HANOVEJl, September 29, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 7215/38) 

To Adolf Hitler, Mussolini, Chamberlain, and Daladier, Munich. 
Please put as Czech title to the memorandum : "Where short

sightedness reigns, the prosperity of the State soon withers." 
UHLiR 

No. 666 
140175590 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German EmbasRy in Pol-and 
Telegram 

No. 195 BERLIN, September 29, 1938. 
For information : 
In yesterday's conversation between State Secretary and Lipski, 

the latter showed a map, in which two lines had been drawn, one in 
fact being a demarcation line for the event of peaceful. occupation, 
and a line running further to the west marking the boundaries of 
the Polish "sphere of interest." State Secretary stated that he could 
not at the moment go into the question of the sphere of interest and 
showed blue demarcation line as desired by us to fix boundaries of 
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operational sphere on both sides in event of hostilities. No material 
differences of opinion s'eem to have existed about this line during 
the conversation ; it was agreed, should the necessity arise, to discuss 
the matter again. As I have not myself been informed about the 
details of the conversation, a further communication follows. 

WoERMANN 

No. 667 
2369/495066-CIT 

Mem'orandum by the German Ambassador in the Soviet Union 
(Schulenburg) 

Moscow, September 29, 1938. 
(Pol. IV 6893) 

Today I called on M. Potemkin, at present Chief of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs,8 to discuss current affairs with him. P. imme
diately mentioned the Czechoslovak question; his annoyance over 
the course of events was quite obvious. 

P. said it was really impossible to hold a conference on the fate 
of a country without that country being represented. What was 
happening now was the rebirth of the "notorious" Four Power Pact, 
which wanted to force its will on Europe, and whose first appear· 
ance he had witnessed-several years ago in Rome. 4 The Soviet 
Gov(;rmnent firmly maintained that the Czech dispute should be 
solved by a general conference. The Soviet Union had already made 
a proposal to that effect in March last (after the Austrian Ansch
.:Zuss ! ) . The view of the Soviet Govermnent was now fortunately 
supplemented by President Roosevelt's suggestion. 

P. continued: the Powers now taking part in the destruction of 
Czechoslovakia would bitterly regret their submission to militant 
nationalism. In the first place, Poland, for there were "a great 
many". Germans in Poland; in particular it must not be forgotten 
that several million Ukrainians were living in Poland, who were 
already beginning to "move." Italy too would have to accept this 
and lose her Soutn Tyrol. 

P. then asserted that the day before yesterday, that is, September 
27, the· Polish Minister,. Papee~ had delivered an ultimatum in 
Prague in which Warsaw demanded the evacuation by Czechoslo-

'I.e:'; while Litvlnov was abroad attending the meeting of the League of Na
tions Assembly. 

• In March 1933, the proposal for a tour-power pact had been made by Musso
llnl to Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and Sir John Simon, when they visited Rome. 
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vakia of the· Teschen area within 48 hours; otherwise the Polish 
Army would march. 

I let P. go on talking and merely pointed. out that in his speech 
on .Monday the FUhrer had renounced all further intentions of ac
quiring territory in Europe, and that in consequence of that .M. 
Litvinov could bury his fears for "a conquest of the Ukraine by us." 
P. answered that it was not certain whether National Socialist doc
trine regarded the Soviet Union and the Soviet Ukraine as being 
in Europe. · 

P. then asked me why Signor .Mussolini was so deeply interested 
in Polish and Hungarian claims to Czech territory; his last speeches 
showed this clearly. I replied that I had no information; presum
ably it is Signor .Mussolini's view that a final settlement of the 
Czech minority problem would be the best thing for Czechoslovakia 
herself. P. then said that the real reason for the Duce's attitude 
was that he did not want to lose his "bases" in Central Europe to 
us. We should beware of Signor .Mussolini 1 

ScHULENBURG 

No. 668 
28/18960 

The German Foreign Ministry to the German Legation 
vn Czechoslovakia 

Telegram 

BERLIN, September 29, 1938--12:45 p.m. 
Received Prague, September 29, 1938-2:30 p.m. 

No. 299 of September 29 
Since Czechoslovak Government have announced to the British 

Government their rejection of the Godesberg memprandum, the 
prospect of a peaceful solution of the conflict has greatly diminished. 
In a letter dispatched in the evening of September 27,5 Fiihrer made 
certain suggestions and comments to Chamberlain for a peaceful 
settlement within the framework of Godesberg memorandum; in 
particular he again stated that in a peaceful settlement the dem~p"- . 
cation line would not be crossed by German troops, and urged the 
British Government to give a guarantee for this to the Czechoslovak 
Government. After the British, French, and Czechoslovak Govern
ments had agreed that the Sudeten German areas were to be ceded 

' to Germany, it is completely incomprehensible that the preservation 
of peace should be wrecked on details of execution. Nevertheless, 

• Document No. 635, p. 966. 
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in view of the desperate situation of the Sudeten Germans and the 
well-known tactics of Czechoslovakia and the Western Powers, 
German demands for military occupation of the territory to be sur
rendered cannot be abandoned. Therefore the preservation of peace 
lies solely in the hands of Czechoslovakia, as well as of France, 
Great Britain, and the Soviet Union, who encouraged the Czech 
attitude by holding out, even if not in completely clear terms, a 
prospect of armed help in the event of a German-Czech conflict. 

'\YEIZSACKJ:R 

No. 669. 
330/195691-96 

Two Foreign Ministry Drafts of Agenda for the Munich C011jerence 

[c. SEl'TEMBER 29, 1938.] 
DRArr 1 

PROGRAM FOR THE MuNICH CoNFERENCE 

I 

HEETING OF THE FOUR BEADS OF GOVERNMENT 

1) Delimitation of the territory which is · to be severed from 
Czechoslovakia without plebiscite and incorporated in the Reich. 

2) Delimitation of the territory in which a plebiscite will be held, 
with option for Germany or 'Czechoslovakia. 

3) When will the evacuation by Czechoslovakia of the territory 
under 1) begin, and when will it end¥ . 

4) When will the occupation by German troops of the area under 
1) begin and when will it end¥ 8 

5) Undertaking of a guarantee by Great Britain, France, and 
Italy for the completion of the evacuation. 

6) What administration will be in force in the plebiscite territory 
laid down under 2) (evacuation by Czechoslovakia and occupation 
by international troops) ! 

.7) The laying down in principle of the procedure for the plebi
scite (date, questionnair~, right to vote, supervision by international 
commission). . · 

8) Assessment of the result of the plebiscite (according to com
munes, or according to the entire territory, language enclaves). 

• Penciled marginal note In Woermann's handwriting: "3) Territory to be occu
pied by October 1, 1938, in accordance with Map II; 4) Fixing of date for remain· 
log territory in accordance with Map 1." 
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9) Demarcation of the final frontier by an international commis
sion; exchange of populations. 

10) Fixing of the time limit by which the Government in Prague 
have to accept the Munich resolutions; and the form of the tra~s
mission of these resolutions to the Government in Prague.' 

11) Establishment of a drafting committee. · 

II 
MEETING OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE 

Drafting of a protocol on the resolutions passed under 1) which 
is to be signed by the four Heads of Government. Drafting of the · 
telegram to be traqsmitted to the Government in Prague. 

III 

FINAL MEETING OF THE FOUR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 

1) Signature.of the documents drawn up by the drafting com
mission. 

2) The setting up of the commissions. 

a) The commission for laying down the details of the evacuation. 
b) The plebiscite commission. 
c) The boundary commission. 8 

3) The powers of both commissions: the fixing of the time and 
place of their work. 
German demands. 

The cession in principle of the entire Sudeten German territory 
(cf. map attached to German memorandum) to the Reich shall take 
place under the following conditions, subject to corrections which 
mny ultimately result from the plebiscite in the disput~d territories: 

1) Evacuntion to begin on October 1. 
2) The Guarantor Powers, Great Britain, France, and Italy, will 

guamntee to Germany that the evacuation of the territory shall be 
completed by October 10, without any existing installations having 
been destroyed. (See annex to German memorandum.) 

3) The conditions governing the evacuation will be laid down in 
detail by an international commission in which Germany, Great 
Britain, France, Italy, nnd Czechoslovakia are represented. · 

4) Disputed territories will be occupied by international 'forces 
until the plebiscite has been completed. Under the terms of the 
memornndum the conditions of the Suar plebiscite shall be con
sidered as forming the bnsis of the plebiscite. 

The finl\l demarcation of the ft·ontiers will be carried out. by an 
internntionul commission. . ' 

5) The occuptttion, by stnges, of the predominantly Germnn ter
ritory by German troops will begin on October 1. 

'Here a penciled note Is inserted: "lOa) Hungary, Poland?" 
1 Added in pencil. 
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DRArr 2 

PaooJLUI FOR Tlii: MUNICH CoNFERE...'Ii'CE 

I 

11.EETING OF Tlii: FOUR IIEADS OF GOVEIL"iHENT 

1) Delimitation of the territory to be occupied by the German 
troops on October 1 in accordance with the special map. 

2)_ Fixing of the period within which the remaining territory 
is to be evacuated by Czech troops and occupied by German troops 
in accordance with the Godesberg map. The procedure for this is 
to be .fixed by an international commission on which Germany, 
Britain, France, Italy, and Czechoslovakia are represented. 

3) Fixing of the territory in which the plebiscite is to be held, 
alike within and without the demarcation line. These territories 
are to be .fixed at a later date by an international commission. Oc
cupation of the territories lying within the demarcation line at a 
date still to be agreed upon, and as soon as possible after the occu

. pation by German troops, by members of the British Legion, Fascist 
organizations, and French ex-servicemen. In like manner occupa
tion of the territories to be definitely .fixed without the demarcation 
line also by these formations. 

4) .Assumption of a guarantee on the part of Britain, France, and 
Italy for carrying out the evacuation of the territory mentioned 
in paragraph 2) up to o o o• • 

5) Settlement in principle of the procedure for the plebiscite 
(question of time limit, right to vote, supervision by an international 
commission). 

6) Assessment of the result of the plebiscite (total territory, com
munes, language enclaves). 

7) Demarcation of the final frontier by an international com
mission, exchange of populations. 

8) Fixing of the date by which the Government in Prague has 
to accept the Munich resolutions and the form of the transmission 
of the resolutions. 

9) Adoption of a formula for dealing with the Polish and Hun
g-arian questions.· 

II 

MEETING OF THE DRAITING COHID'l'TEE 

Drafting of a protocol on the resolutions passed under 1) which is 
to be signed by the four Heads of Government. Drafting of the 
telegram to be transmitted to the Government in Prague. 

• Omission indicated in the original. 
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III. 

FINAL liEETING OF TilE FOUR HEADS OF GOVERNliEN'l' 

1) Signature of the documents drawn up by the drafting com
mission. 

2) The setting up of the commission. _ 

a) The commission f~r laying down the details of the evacuation. 
b) The plebiscite commission. 
c) The boundary commission. 

3) The powers of the three commissions, the fixing of the time 
and place of their work. (Ambassadors in Berlin of the State.s con
cerned plus a special representative.of the Czechoslovak Government.) 

No. 670 
334/196773-81 

Memorandum on the First Meeting· Betu,oeen the British and French 
Prime Ministers, the Duce, and the Fuhrer at Munich · 

nnrEI>IATE 1\IUNICH, September 29, 1938-7 p.m! 
sTRICTLY SECRET (Pol. IV Abst. 349) 
For the Under State Secretary, the Foreign 1\Iinistry, Berlin. 
By special messenger. · 
Send Under State Secretary's certificate of receipt. 

The FUhrer opened the discussion at 12:45 p.m. and expressed his 
thanks to the Heads of Government present for accepting his invi
tation to come to 1\Iunich. He added that he wished first of all to 
give a brief summary of the Czech question as it appeared at the 
present time. The existence of Czechoslovakia in her present form 
threatened the peace of Europe. The German, Hungarian, Slovak, 
Polish, and Carpatho-Russian minorities, which had been forced 
into this State against their will, revolted against its continued 
existence. He, the FUhrer, could only come forward as spokesman 
for the German minorities. 

In the interest of European peace, the problem must be settled in 
the shortest possible time and, particularly, by the Czech Govern
ment's fulfillment of their promises of cession [of territory]. Ger
many could no longer contemplate the distress and misery of the 
Sudeten German population. Reports of the destruction of prop
erty were coming in in increasing numbers. The population was 
exposed to a barbaric persecution. SinC'e he, the FUhrer, had last 
spoken with Mr. Chamberlain, the number of refugees had risen to 
2!0,000, and there seemed to be no end to the flood. Moreover, it 
was necessary that the .Political, military, and economic tension, 

?97664--49-vol. ll-69 
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which had become intolerable, should end. This tension made it 
necessary to settle the problem in a few days as it was no longer 
possible to wait weeks. At the wish of :Mussolini, the Head of the 
Italian Government, he, the Fiihrer, had declared himself ready to 
postpone mobilization in Germany for 24: hours. Further delay 
would be a crime. In order to settle the problem, the responsible 
statesmen of Europe had assembled here, and he observed that their i 
differences were 1-enlly very small, for, in the first place, it was· 
ng~-eed that the territory must be ceded to Germany and, secondly, 
that Germany claimed nothing more than this territory. However, 
in order to ascertain exactly what territory was involved, it could 
not be left to a commission to decide. It was much rather a plebi
scite that was necessary, especially as for 20 years no free election 
had taken place in Czechoslovakia. He had now declared in his 
speech in the Sportpalast that he would in any case march in on 
October 1. He had received the answer that this action would have 
the character of an act of violence. Hence the task arose to absolve 
this action from such a character. Action must, however, be taken 
at once; in the first place, because the persecutions could no longer 
be tolerated, and, in addition, because, in face of the vacillating 
attitude of Prague, no further delay could be suffered. From the. 
military aspect the occupation presented no problem, for the depths 
on all fronts were comparatively small. With a little good will it 
must consequently be possible to evacuate the territory in 10 days; 
indeed, he was convinced, in from 6 to 7 days. In order to conciliate 
publlc opinion in England and France he wished to leave open the 
question of whether Germany would also march into the territory 
in whic4 the plebiscite was to be held. In this case, however, the 
Czechs would have to do the same, so that a situation of parity 
would be brougllt about. The conditions governing the transfer 
could be discussed, but action must soon be taken. The fact that 
armed powers were lined up against each other in Europe, as at 
this present time, would be unbearable over a prolonged period.· 

llr. Chamberlain, the Prime llinister, thanked the Fiihrer first 
of all for the invitation to the discussions, and extended these thanks 
to tl1e Duce also, to whose initiative, if he had understood rightly, 
today's discussions were in part to be ascribed. Today's discussions 
gave }~urope ne_w breathing space, whereas yesterday catastrophe 
seemed to be immediately impending. He fully comprehended that 
action must be taken quickly, and he particularly welcomed the 
Fiihrer's declaration that he did not wish to apply force, but to 
establish order. If the problem was approached in this spirit he 
~as sure that results would be obtained. 
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Thl' Head. of the Italian Government observed at this point that 
t heoreticul agreement had already been reached and that it was now 
only a matter of translating this theoretical agreement into practice. 
The question of time was of particular importance in this connection. 
Every delay was a source of danger. He therefore particularly 
insisted on speedy action, because in this case speed fully coincided 
with justice. It was better to come to an agreement this very day, 
ns an adjournment of only 24 hours would produce new unrest and 
new mistrust. In oruer to bring about a practical solution of the 
problem, he wished to make the following proposal: (see Annex 1) 10 

Dalauier, the French Prime Minister, thanked the Fuhrer also for 
his initiative. He was delighted to have the opportunity now of 
meeting him personally. The plan for such a meeting had, indeed, 
alreauy existed. before, but circumstances had unfortunately pre
vented. its realization until the present. However, there was a 
French proverb: "Better late than never." 

M. Daladier, the French Prime 1\Iinister, then also expressed to 
the Duce his personal admiration for the latter's step which would, 
it was to be hoped, lead to a solution of the question. He was of 
the opinion, even as was Mr. Chamberlain, that measures would 
have to be taken with the utmost promptitude. He particularly 
welcomed the Duce's proposal which had been made in an objective 
and realistic spirit, and which he accepted as a basis _for discussion. 
This naturally did not signify that he agreed on all points, as for 
one thing, economic points of view would have to be considered, in 
order that the foundation of future war should not be laid. Finally, 
there still remained the question of -the organization of the plebi
scite and the demarcation of the zone. He mentioned these points 

10 The Italian proposals, which formed the /basis of the subsequent discussions, 
<lo not accompany the memorandum printed, and it has not been possible to trace 
a copy In the German files. They were, however, identical with the section of 
document No. 669 headed "German Demands." Erich Kordt has given the follow-
ing account of the history of these demands: _ 

"He [Weizslicker] got hold of Neurath and Goring and elaborated with them 
a short paper with possible conditions of a compromJse, for a plebiscite to be 
taken in the regions, for evacuation dates in the case that the plebiscite should 
be favorable to Germany. Then Goring submitted this draft to Hitler, who took 
a quick look at this paper and said, well, it might perhap~ be acceptable to him. 
Now this paper has a special significance because the moment. afterward I was 
asked to have Schmidt translate it into French, The State Secretary passed it 
on to Ambassador Attolico, Attolico rushed to meet Mussolini on his way to 
Munich. And when the meeting opened in Munich, to the great surprise of 
Ribbentrop and others present, Mussollni presented this suggestion as his own, 
and therefore the whole proceedings of the Munich Conference were conducted 
on the basis of this paper." (Official 'l'ranscript of Evidence Given at Nuremberg 
on June 4, 1948, Before U. S. Military Tribunal IV in the Matter of U.S.A. v. 
Ernst Weizsiicker.) Cf. also E. Kordt, Wahn und. WirkZichkeit (Stuttgart, 1947), 
pp. 129-131. 

A copy of the German demands in French is also in the files. 
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only because he had not yet carefully studied the proposal which 
had just been read through. He wished to accept it at once, how
ever, as a basis for discussion. 

Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of Great Britain, also welcomed 
the Duce's proposal and declared that he himself had conceived of 
a solution on the lines of this proposal. As regards the guarantee 
demanded of Great Britain he would welcome it if a representative 
of the Czech Government were available, for Great Britain could 
naturally undertake no guarantee that the territory would be evacu
ated by October 10, and that no demolition would be carried out, if 
no assurance of this was forthcoming from the Czech Government. 

The FUhrer answered this by saying that he was not interested 
in an assurance from the Czech Government, as it was this very 
Government which was already carrying out demolition work. The 
real question was how to bring the Czech Government to accept the 
proposal. It was agreed that Germany should receive the territory 
ceded. The Czechs maintained, however, that they could not under
take an evacuation before new fortifications were established and 

. economic decisions had been taken. 
Daladier, the French Prime Minister, answered that the French 

Government would in no wise tolerate procrastination in this matter 
by the Czech Government. The Czech Government had given its 
word and must honor it. There could be no talk of postponing the 
evacuation of the territory until new fortifications were installed. 
He asked that these ideas should be completely excluded from the 
discussions, since the Czech Government were receiving a guarantee 
in return for their cession. In general, however, he was of the 
opinion, as was Mr. Chamberlain, that the presence of a Czech rep
resentative, who could be consulted if necessary [eventuell], would 
be of advantage. 'This seemecJ. to him to be of advantage above all 
because it would obviate confusion which could so easily arise in a 
matter so delicate as a cession of territory. Everything must be 
done to avoid chaos. 

·The FUhrer replied that, if the Czech Government's consent had 
first to be sought on every detail, a solution could not be expected 
before a fortnight had. passed. The Duce's proposal contemplated 
a commission on which a representative of the Czech Government 
would also sit. What interested him most was a guarantee by the 
Great Powers, who should exercise their authority to prevent the 
Czech Government from their continuing persecutions and demo
litions. 

Chamberlain, the Prime Minister, replied that he was not of the 
opinion, either, that there should be any further delay. However, 
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before he undertook a guarantee he must know whether he could 
honor it, and for this reason he would welcome the presence of a 
Prague representative in the next room, in order that assurance!' 
could be obtained from him. 

The FUhrer replied that no C~ch representative was' available 
who could speak with authority for his Government. The interest
ing question for him was what would happen if the Czech Govern
ment did not accept the proposal of the Great Powers. Up to the 
present time 247 bridges and a still greater number of houses had 
been destroyed. 

The Italian Prime l\Iinister declared that he too thought that it 
was not possible to await a Czech representative. The Great Powers 
must undertake a moral guarantee as regards the evacuation and 
prevention of work of destruction. They must point out in Prague 
that the Czech Government must accept the demands, or would 
otherwise have to bear the military consequences. It was a question 
of a kind of request by the Great Powers, who were under a moral 
obligation to prevent this territory from being handed over as a 
desert. 

Chamberlain, the Prime l\Iinister, replied that he would like to 
have a Czechoslovak representative present. For the rest, the time
table proposed by the Duce seemed to him quite reasonable. He 
was ready to set his hand to it and to inform the Czech Government 
that they should accept it. He could, however, undertake no guar
antee until he knew how far he could honor it. There were, besides, 
a few other details to clarify :-'Yhat powers would the international 
commission have and what authority would prevail in the territory 
when it was evacuated~ He had no doubt but that the FUhrer 
would maintain order and would also take care that those inhabi
tants who were against the union should not be persecuted. A' few 
points in the German memorandum were, however, misunderstood 
in Britain. Thus, the question had been asked as to what the regu
lation signified which stated that no cattle should be taken out· of 
this territory. Did this mean that the farmers would be expelled 
but that their cattle would be retained ~ 11 

The FUhrer replied that, in the territory to be ceded to Germany, 
German laws would naturally be applied; moreover, the facts were 
completely the reverse. At present it was the Czechs who were 
driving the German farmers' cattle away and not the converse. 
What seemed decisive was whether the question should be regarded 

11 Cf. the letter from the Czech :Minister in London, M. Jan Masaryk, to the 
British Foreign Secretary on September 25, printed as document No. 7 in the 
British White Paper, Cmd. 5847. 
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as a German-Czech conflict which could be settled in a fortnight, 
or whether it should be regarded as a problem of European sig
nificance. If a European problem was in question, then the Great 
Powers would have to throw their authority into the scales and 
accept the responsibility for the correct completion of the transfer. 
If, that is to say, the Czech Government did not wish to accept these 
proposals, it was clear that the greatest moral authority which could 
possibly exist, that is to say the authority which was incorporated 
by the signatures of the four statesmen here assembled, would not 
suffice. In this case, application of force alone could solve the 
question. 

:Mr. Chamberlain, the Prime Minister, replied that he had no 
objections to raise against the proposed time limits. The Czech 
question was a European question, and the Great Powers had not 
only the right to settle it, but the duty also. They also had to ensure 
that the Czech Government did not repudiate the evacuation of the 
territory from unreasonablt>ness and obstinacy. It was his wish to 
apply the authority of the Great Powers in the correct manner; and 
therefore he proposed first of all to distribute the Duce's plan, and 
to adjourn the meeting for a short while so that this plan could be 
studied. Such a procedure did not mean delay. 

Daladier, the French Prime :Minister, explained that he had al
ready assumed responsibility in London when, without consulting 
the Czech Government, he had accepted the cession of the German 
territory in principle. He had adopted the point of view in spite 
of the fact that France had a treaty of alliance with Czechoslovakia. 
If the inclusion of a Prague representative would cause difficulties he 
was ready to forego this, for it was important that the question 
should be settled speedily. 

The FUhrer replied that if a document bearing the signatures of 
the four statesmen was, notwithstanding, rejected by the Prague 
Government, then, in the final analysis, Prague only respected force. 
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No. 671 
140/75586 

Note of Telephone Message From the UnderState Secretary 
(Woermann) to an Official 1Jf Political Dwision If 

Hotel Vier J ahreszeiten, MuNICH. 

September 29, 1938. 
Telephone message from Under State Secretary Woermann, taken 

by Attache von Schroder in the absence of Counselor of Lega
tion Altenburg. 

(1) (Information from Budapest:} Minister Cz_aky, representa
tive of Hungarian Government, is arriving in Munich this morning 
by special plane and requests an interview with the State Secretary. 

(2) Chamberlain has invited Masaryk to come to Munich as_an 
observer. 

(3) Counselor of Legation, Huber Masaryk, is coming to Munich 
from Prague and has been appointed to help Masaryk, Ambassador 
in London. 

( 4:) (Telegram from Prague:.) Incorporation of German sub
sidiary demands in the program (release of prisoners and of Ger
mans from the Army). 

(5) (Telegram from Budapest:) The Hungarians received are
buff to their demarche to Benes (ditto telegram from Prague). 
Benes saw no reason to open negotiations on this subject. Benes has 
promised the Poles fulfillment of their demands. 

(6) The Under State Secretary would like to be informed ·again 
regarding the conversation between the State Secretary and Am
bassador Lipski about the demarcation line.13 

11 Cf. document No. 666, p. 997. 
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No. 672-
28/17864 

Memorandum by an Official of the German Legation 
in Oeeclwslovalcia (Hofmann )I• 

}fEMORANDUH 

1) The Hungarian lfinister told me, as representing the Charge 
d'A:ft'aires, the following:-
- In the name of his Go.,....ernment he today qualified the concept 
of the Danube Basin, as mentioned in the note handed over yester
day, by saying that it referred to Czechoslovak territory. Krofta 
merely took note of this and told M. de Wettstein that everything 
depended· on the Munich talks. 

2) According to what Krofta told ll. de Wettstein, Minister 
Masaryk is not going to Munich from London for the purpose of 
keeping Chamberlain informed but this will be undertaken by 
Lesinsky,11; or a similar name, the Counselor to the Czechoslovak 
l~gation in London. . 

3) Krofta further told M. de Wettstein in a private conversation 
that the main thing to be established in Munich was that the terri
tory which contained the third ·line of fortifications should remain 
within Czechoslovak territory. 'Vhen. 1Yettstein said that he could 
not understand why 800,000 Czechs should be included in the terri
tory in accordance with tht? proposals contained in the German 
memorandum, Krofta !tinted that in certain circumstances in the 
plebiscite to be organized many Czechs too might vote for annex
ation to Germany, owing to the fet>ling that C1~hoslovakia was 
finished in any case. -

H[oF:HANN] 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1 p.m. 

14 This document' is taken from the files of the Prague Legation and bears the 
initial of one of the Sc>eretaries. It was l'lnbmittl'd to Hencke and l'IUbl'ltantially 
repeated as telegram No. rl06 to Berlin. 

• K:trel J.isicky. 
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No. 673 
140175588 

The German Oharge d'Affaires in France (Brauer) to the German 
Foreign M lnistry 

Telegram 

URGENT PARis, September 29, 1938-8:25 p.m. 
No. 512 of September 29 Received September 29, 1938-9:55 p.m. 

Von Humann and Abetz16 state that they have heard reports from 
various sources which agree that the following, among others, is the 
reason for the French desire to gain time in our occupation of the 
Sudeten German area; the Czech fortifications are said to be largely 
an exact copy of the Maginot Line. The French, therefore, fear that, 
if we march in and take possession of the fortifications, the hitherto 
secret plans and technical details of the Maginot fortifications would 
become known. This explains also the special consternation which 
prevailed over the demand in our memorandum that the territory 
to be evacuated should be handed over intact in iLs present condi
tion, which was taken by the French to refer to fortifications. 

BRAUER 

No. 674 
334/196782-86 

Memorandum by an Official of the Foreign Minister's Staff (Erich 
Kordt) on the Second Meeting Between the British ana French 
Prime Ministers, the Duce, and the Fuhrer, at Munich 

(Pol. IV 349) 
MEMORANDUM ON THE MUNICH CONVERSATION AT 4:30 ON' 

SEPI'EMBER 29, 1938 

At the Duce's suggestion it was first decided to discuss point by 
point the Italian proposal submitted to the delegations in the morn· . . 
mg. 

Point 1) (beginning of evacuation on October 1) was at once agreed 
to unanimously. ' 

On point 2) the Fiihrer stated that, if agreement could be reached 
on this point too, the question of procedure would no longer present 
any great difficulties. His proposal was first to define on the map 
certain stages of the German occupation, the procedure of which 

11 Fritz von Humann was an official In the section of the Nazi Party organi· 
zatlon concerned with foreign policy; Otto Abetz .was at this time Paris repre
sentative of the Dienststelle Ribbentrop, and was asked to leuve l<'rance by 
Daladier in July 1939. 
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could then be established by a commission, on which there would 
also be a Czech representative. 

Prime )finister Chamberlain expressed his agreement with the 
date fixed in point 2) for the completion of the evacuation of the 
German area, October 10. However, he expressed doubts on the 
possibility of giving a guarantee to Germany as long as he did not 
know Czechoslovakia's attitude to the question of evacuation. 

On the question whether Czechoslovakia's previous agreement had 
to be obtained for the granting of the guarantee provided for in the 
Italian proposal, as Mr. Chamberlain seemed to suggest, Daladier 
stated that such agreement did not seem necessary to him. ·At the 
time he had agreed with Great Britain to the principle of cession 
of territory by Czechoslovakia, in spite of the Franco-Czech pact, 
without first consulting the Czechoslovak Government, and now took 
the view that what had once been promised must be adhered to. 
With reference to the .Anglo-French guarantee, Daladier likewise 
rejected the Czechoslovak objection previously mentioned in the 
discussion, that the evacuation could only take place when new de
fenses had been completed on Czech territory. .An evacuation of 
the purely German area could thus take place quickly; difficulties 
would only arise where there were language enclaves. It seemed 
to him that in this district an international occupation by British, 
Italian, and French forces was appropriate. 1\Ioreover, in his 
opinion~ geographical, economic, and political realities must be 
taken into consideration, as additions to Wilson's principle of self
determination. Furthermore, the principle of exchange of popu
lations used in Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Poland could be ap
plied with regard to the language enclaves. 

The Fiihrer agreed that districts with a doubtful German majority 
should not be occupied by German troops, . but should at first be 
occupied by international units. If point 2) were accepted, he was 
prepared to act generously when determining the frontier as f.ar as 
territory was concerned. The proposition put forward by Daladier, 
that economic, geographical, and political factors should also be 
taken into consideration in delimiting the frontier seemed to him 
dangerous, for it was to this very idea that the Czechoslovak State 
owed its creation in 1918. At that time a structure economically, 
but not nationally, viable had been created. Moreover, economic 
difficulties were more easily overcome than national difficulties, all 
the more so as Czechoslovakia, which was not an old cultural nation, 
could not assimilate German elements. 

After a lengthy discussion on the different meaning of the word 
"guarantee" in Great Britain and on the Continent, the point was 
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referred to a drafting committee for rewording. This committee, 
after lengthy deliberation, agreed on the preamble appearing in the 
text of the agreement as well as a rewording of paragraph 2). 

At this point the meeting broke up into individual discussions, the 
subject of which, with the aid of maps, was particularly the zones 
to be evacuated and the area in which a plebiscite was to be held. 
In the course of these. discussio:ns Daladier proposed the exchange , 
of a comparatively large zone of predominantly German territory 
on the Silesian frontier in which Czech fortifications were situated 
for a corresponding strip of Czech territory in the Bohmerwald, 
remarking that the existence of the Czech fortifications ·was not the 
only reason for this proposal, but that he was making it on grounds 
of communication policy and for psychological reasons. 

The FUhrer rejected this proposal because of the purely German 
character of the territory in question, but, after lengthy negotiations, 
expressed his willingness to accept a formula appearing in the text 
of the agreement (see paragraph 6 of the Munich Agreement) on 
frontier adjustments. . · 

Daladier expressed his sincere thanks to the FU~rer for this and 
said that the acceptance of this formula would considerably ease the 
position in France. He would report in France that the FUhrer 
had made this personal gesture to him (Daladier). 

The decisions reached as a result of the individual discussions 
between the statesmen were then finally formulated by a drafting 
committee of the Four Powers, in collaboration with the legal ad· 
visers of the delegations, and submitted for the first reading about 
10 o'clock in the evening. The final text of the agreement was sub· 
mitted at 11 o'clock and signed in four languages between lL and 
12 o'clock. At the same time were accepted: a supplementary state· 
ment originating in a suggestion by Mussolini on the solution of 
the problem of the Polish and Magyar minorities; also an additional 
agreement on a guara.ntee to be given for the new frontiers of the 
Czech State; a supplement, stating that all questions arising out of 
the transfer of territory were within the competence of the new 
international committee which was to be formed, as well as a further 
supplement on the composition of the international commission. in 
Berlin. 

In conclusion, the FUhrer thanked the foreign statesmen for their 
acceptance of his invitation to Munich for the Four-Power talks, and 
also for their efforts to achieve the happy result of the negotiations. 
The German people, as well as the other peoples concerned, would 
welcome this result with the greatest joy, and, in expressing his 
thanks, he did so at the same time in the name of the German people. 
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Chamberlain replied on behalf of the foreign statesmen and 
.a;ssociated himself with the FUhrer's remarks on the satisfaction of 
the peoples concerned with the outcome of Munich. Furthermore 
he stressed the importance of the agreement for the future develop
ment of European politics. 

ERICH KoRDT 

No. 675 
28'l1/564771H11 

Agreement Signed at Munich Between Germany, the United 
Kingdom, France, ·and /talyn 

SEPTEM:BER 29, 1938. 

AGREEMENT REACHED ON SEPTEMBER 29, 1938, BETWEEN GERMANY, 

THE UNITED KINGDOM, FRANCE, AND ITALY 

Germany, the United Kingdom, France, and Italy, taking into 
consideration the agreement, which has been already reached in 
principle for the cession to Germany of the Sudeten German terri
tory, have agreed on the following terms and conditions governing 
the· said cession and the measures consequent thereon, and by this 
agreement they each hold themselves responsible for the steps neces
sary to secure its fulfillment. 

1) The evacuation will begin on October i st. 
2) The United Kingdom, France, and Italy agree that the evacu

ation of the territory shall be completed by October lOth, without 
any existing installations having been destroyed, and that the Czecho

. slovak Government will be held responsible for carrying out the 
evacuation without damage to the said installations. 

3) The conditions governing the evacuation will be laid down in 
detail by an international commission composed of representatives 
of Germany, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and Czechoslovakia. 

4) The occupation by stages of the predommantly German terri
tory by German troops will begin on October 1st. The four terri
tories marked on the attached map 18 will be occupied by German 
troops in the following order: the territory marked number I on the 
1st and 2d of October, the territory marked number II on the 2d 
and 3d of October, the territory marked number III on the 3d, 4th, 
and l>th of October, the territory marked number IV on the 6th and 
7th of October. The remaining territory of preponderantly German 
character will be ·ascertained by the aforesaid international com
mission forthwith and be occupied by German troops by the loth 
of October. 

"The text reproduced is in English in the original and Is identical with docu
ment No. 4 in the British White Paper, Great Britain, Cmd. 5848: Further Docv
ment& Respecting C:zechoslo1Jakia,lnclvtling the Agreement Concluded at Munich 
on September 29, 19S8. Both it and the German version were signed. 

11 Appendix VII. 
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5) The international commission referred to in paragraph 3) will 
determine the territories in which a plebiscite is to be held. These 
territories will be occupied by international bodies until the plebi
scite has been completed. The same commission will fix the condi
tions in which the plebiscite is to be held, taking as a basis the con
ditions of the Saar plebiscite. The commission will also fix a date, 
not later than the end of November, on which the plebiscite will be 
held. 

6) The final determination of the frontiers will be carried out by 
the international commission. This commission will also be entitled 
to recommend to the four Powers, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
France, and Italy, in certain exceptional cases, minor modifications 
in the strictly ethnographical determination of the zones which are 
to be transferred without plebiscite. 

7) There will be a right of option into and out of the transferred 
territories, the option to be exercised within G·: months from the 
date of this agreement. A German-Czechoslovak commission shall 
determine the details of the option, consider ways of facilitating the 
ttansfer of population and settle questions of principle arising out 
of the said transfer. · · 

8) The Czechoslovak Government will, within a period of 4 weeks 
from the date of this agreement, release from their military and 
police forces any Sudeten Germans who may wish to be released, 
and the Czechoslovak Government will within the same period release 
Sudeten German prisoners who are serving terms of Imprisonment 
for political offenses. 

MuNICH, September 29, 1938. 

ADoLF lirrLER 

En. DALADIER · 

MussoLINI 
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN 

ANNEX TO THE AGREEMENT 

His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom and the French 
Government have entered into the above agreement onthe basis that 
they stand by the offer, contained in paragraph. 6 of the· Anglo
French proposals of September 19th, relating to an international 
gl' trantee of the new boundaries of the Czechoslovak Rtate against 
unprovoked aggression. • 

When the question of the Polish and Hungarian minorities in 
Czechoslovakia has been settled, Germany and Italy for their part 
will give a guarantee to Czechoslovakia. 

MuNICH, September 29, 1938. 

AooLF HITLER 

NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN 

1\fussOLINI 
En. DALADIER 
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The four Heads of Government here present agree that the inter
national commission, provided for in the agreement signed by them 
today, shall consist of the State Secretary in the German Foreign 
Office, the British, French, and Italian Ambassadors accredited in 
Berlin, and a representative to be nominated by the GoYernment of 
Czechoslovakia. 

MUNICH, September 29, 1938. 

ADOLF lhTLER 
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN 

l\1 l:'SSOLINI 

Eo. DALADIE.R 

ADDITIONAL DEcLARATION 

The Heads of the Governments of the four Powers declare that 
the problems of the Polish and Hungarian minorities in Czechoslo
vakia, if not settled within 3 months by agreement between the 
respective Governments, shall form the subject of another meeting 
of the Heads of the Governments of the four Powers here present. 

MUNicH, September 29, 1938. 

ADOLF lirrLER 
NEVILLE CHAXBERLAlN 

1\JussOLINI 
Eo. DALADIER 

SUPPLEME~~ARY DEcLARATION 

.All questions which may arise out of the transfer of the territory 
shall be considered as coming within the terms of reference to the 
international commission. 

MUNICH, September 29, 1938. 

ADOLF HITLER 
NE\"'LLE CHAliBERL.\lN 

Mussou:rn 
Eo. DALADIER 
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No. 676 

The Anglo-German Declaration1D 

SEP'I'EMBER 30, 1938. 
(Pol. I 1324 g. Rs.) 

We, the German Fiihrer and Chancellor, and. the British Prime 
Minister, have had a further meeting today and are agreed in recog
nizing that the question of Anglo-German rela.tions is of the first 
importance for the two countries and for Europe. 

'Ve regard the agreement signed la.st night and the Anglo-German 
Naval Agreement as symbolic of the desire of our two peoples never 
to go to war with one, another again. 

'Ve are resolved that the method of consultation shall be the 
method adopted to deal with any other questions that may concern 
our two countries, and we are determined to continue our efforts to 
remove possible sources of difference, and thus to contribute to 
assure the peace of Europe. 

ADoLF lirrLER I 

NEVILUl CHAMBERLAIN 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1938.20 

" The original signed text reproduced Is In Engllsh. 
10 The date Is In Chamberlain's handwriting. 
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Appendix I 

ANALYSIS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ARCHIVES 

The schedule attached to this note gives a rough picture of the captured 
Foreign Ministry archives. When captured, the documents were, for the most 
part, packed in bundles. On average, each bundle contains some six files or 
volumes, totalling perhaps a thousand to fifteen hundred pages: The schedule 
purports to show only whether there is much or little material. Qualitatively, 
the table tells nothing: one bundle may be more important than a hundred 
other bundles. · 

No thorough qualitative analysis has yet been attempted of the matedals 
dating from 1867 to 1936. To 1920, the files seem intact. In the German 
destruction list of April1945, the most important files from 1932 to 1936 were 
included, but only three bundles are known to have been destroyed. Unfortu
nately, these bundles comprised a large part of the material on armament 
questions; four bundles on this subject survive. While the Germans were · 
moving the secret political files for 1920-1936 and those of the Cultural 
Department, an explosion destroyed some and damaged others; the surviving 
files suggest that the loss was not as serious as the classification of the docu
ments suggests. With these exceptions, it can be tentatively stated that the 
evacuated archives of the Foreign Ministry are intact from 1867 to 1936. 

As far as possible, the files of the years from 1936 have been examined. The 
Foreign Ministry filing system was reorganized in that year to conform to 
a radical change in the structure of the Political and Economic Departments 
of the Ministry. The filing system, therefore, can be most clearly studied in 
relation to the organization of the offices it served. The division of responsi
bility within the Foreign Ministry on June 1, 1938, is shown at Appendix II. 

At the top was the Reich Foreign Minister (Neurath until February 1938, 
then Ribbentrop). The files of his personal secretariat bore the general title 
"Office of the Reich Foreign Minister" (Bilro RAM). Part of these files were 
destroyed on Ribbentrop's orders, and only a fragment,was captured. It is 
obvious that the collection contained material of great importance. Some of 
this material is recorded on the German microfilm mentioned in the General 
Introduction, but it has not been possible to establish the exact relation of 
the film to the files. However, interrogation of officials of Ribbentrop's staff 
has shown that most of the documents they considered important have been 
rerorded on the film. In any case the film, whose authenticity has been fully 
established, is of the greatest value, since it contains many highly important 
documents of which no other copies have been found. The last documents 
recorded on the film date from 1943; after that we have a few records of 
important conferences and other documents of similar quality preserved in 
a box belonging to Paul Otto Schmidt, the senior interpreter at the Foreign 
Ministry. Unfortunately, the records of the personal staff which accompanied 
Ribbentrop on his various moves in the latter stages of the war (while the 
Bilro RAM remained in Berlin) are not in our possession. 

1021 
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Next under the Foreign Minister capte the State Secretary. Dieckhoff was 
Acting State Secretary August 1936-March 1937, when Mackensen was ap
pointed and served until February 1938; his successors were Weizsiicker 
(1938--1943) and Steengracht von Moyland (from March 1943), The State 
Secretary's office (Buro des Staatssekretiirs) kept extensive files which are 
almost complete. They include both the State Secretary's own memoranda 
and correspondence and also copies of telegrams and other documents handled 
by the different departments of the Foreign Ministry. The only known gap 
is the file on Anglo-German relations, probably from the spring of 1938 until 
April1939. Some of this material, however, is preserved in other files. It is, 
moreover, important to note here that German Foreign Ministry practice, 
unlike that, for instance, of the British Foreign Office, involved the prepara
tion of copies of documents for each interested department instead of the 

· circulation of a single document which returned to a central registry of files. 
Thus, the.same document may be found in the files of several different depart
ments, a fact of great assistance when dealing with incomplete archives. On 
the whole, the State Secretary's files form the most important single collection 
for the period after 1936, 

Of the other major departments of the Foreign Ministry, the most important 
was the Political Department (Politische Abteilung), Until February 1938, 
the Director of this Department was Weizsiicker, and he was succeeded by 
Woermann, for whom the title of Under State Secretary (Unterstaatssekre
.tiir) was revived. The Under State Secretary had his own files, but these 
do not in ·general compare with those of the State Secretary in range and 

. value. By 1938 the Political Department was divided into ten sections, though 
this number was increased by a further seven during the war. The bulk of 
these sections (II to X) dealt with geographical regions, and their responsi
.bility until September 1943 was divided as follows: II. Western Europe, 
including France and Great Britain; III. Southern Europe (except Italy); 
IV. Southeastern Europe (divided into two sections, (a) Albania, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Rumania, Yugoslavia, and (b) Austria and Czecho
slovakia); V. Eastern Europe; VI. Scandinavia and the Baltic States; 
VII. Orient (excluding the Far East); VIII. Eastern Asia and Aus!ralia; 
IX. America; X. Africa. The only section of the Politic'\] D!!partment which, 
before the war, was not concerned with a particular geographical area was 
PoL I. In addition to dealing with general policy, Pol. I comprised subsections 
dealing with military (M) and air (L) questions. It had a section dealing 
with the League of Nations (Vbd) until1939, and other ad hoc sections wer~ 
added from time to time including one for National Defense (Landesvertei
digung); 

Secret· documents of the Political Department kept at the departmental 
level were apparently kept together in the Pol. Geheim Buro. Most of its files 
are not in our possession as they were not passed to the Political Archives for 
evacuation with the remainder of the files. 

The files of the remaining departments have less importance. The secret 
files of the Legal Department (Rechts Abteilung), headed for many years by 
Ministerialdirektor Gaus, are missing, since all·23 bundles listed for destruc
tiOB- were actually destroyed. This is unfortunate, since distribution lists 
on other documents show that the Legal Department received many of the 
·most important political papers. 

The files of the Personnel Department (Personal- und Haushalts-Abteilung) 
were also partly destroyed, but this is probably a less serious loss. 



Non: The gap in the files on Anglo-German relations from the 
spring of 1938 to the spring of 1939, mentioned on p. 1022, line 8 from 
top, has now been filled (cf. Note on p. ix). 

(91503) 
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The files of the Press and Cultural Departments (Presse- und Kulturpoli
tische Abteilungen) are apparently complete, except for the ·secret files of the 
Press Department. 

The secret files of the Economic Policy Department (Wirtschaftspolitische 
Abteilung, Handelspolitische Abteilung) were destroyed, but a large number 
of non-secret files survived. In addition, the Handakten, or special personal 
files compiled for the Director, Wiehl, and his deputy, Clodius, contain copies 
of secret and top secret documents of some importance. There are many such 
Handakten for officials of other departments, normally reflecting their own 
special interests, but sometimes containing copies of important documents 
not circulated elsewhere. 

In January 1937 Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, the chief of the organization con
cerned with Reich-Germans living abroad (Auslandsorganisation), entered 
the Foreign Ministry, and in December 1937 was given the title of State 
Secretary. In spite of the fact that he ranked level with the State Secretary 
and reported directly to the Foreign Minister, .Bohle's files have yielded little 
of value and, indeed, he sometimes complained himself that he was inade
quately informed of current Foreign Ministry activities. 

For many years there had existed a special internal office in the Foreign 
Ministry (Sonderreferat Deutschland) responsible for questions concerning 
the relations between foreign and domestic policy, In December 1938 Ribben
trop added another special office for Party questions (Referat Partei) responsi
ble for liaison between the Foreign Ministry and all Party organizations. Its 
chief was Martin Luther, an old collaborator of Ribbentrop in the Dienststelle 
Ribbentrop. In May 1940 these two offices were amalgamated into one (Ab
teilung Deutschland), and during the war years Luther succeeded in increas
ing the scope of his activities, including, in 1942, control over a directorate 
of propaganda abroad (Auslandspropagandaleitstelle), However, in Febru
ary 1943 Luther was arrested and sent to a concentration camp on charges 
of plotting against Ribbentrop, The place of the Abteilung Deutschland was 
taken by two "groups" (Gruppe Inland I und II) directly under the Minister. 
The files of these various offices, though numerous, are far from complete. 

The files of the German diplomatic missions abroad are comparable in bulk 
with those of the Foreign Ministry and are very important for filling gaps 
in the Foreign Ministry records. The files of the Embassies in Rome and 
Moscow, and of the Legation in Prague, are particularly valuable. Most of the 
secret files of the Paris Embassy were destroyed by the German archivists in 
accordance with the order of April 10, 1945, but those that survive contain 
documents of the war years not available elsewhere. The files of the London 
Embassy were not mentioned in this order, but no secret files later than 1936 
have been found; it is possible that, in this and similar cases, the files had 
already been destroyed at the Embassy. 

Of the files from other sources in the collection, the largest are those of the 
Old and New Reich Chancellery (Alte and Neue Reichskanzlei). These are 
mainly concerned with internal affairs, but those of the Old (pre-Nazi) Reich 
Chancellery contain minutes of Cabinet meetings at which foreign policy was 
discussed. 

It will be noted that few of the files continue to the last years of the war. 
Presumably the current files remained in Berlin or in the Miihlhausen area. 
If not destroyed, these files may be in the hands of the Soviet Government. The 
British and American Governments have in their possession certain papers 
dating from the last weeks of the war when Doenitz's Government was func-
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tioning at Flensburg, and these will be used for the later volumes of this series. 
However, in the present collection the record for the last months of the Nazi 
regime must inevitably remain incomplete. 

Schedule of Documents in the Custody of the Foreign Office 
and the Department of State 1 

No. DiviBioll Subdivisio-n PeTiod" Bundle• 

A) DOCUMENTS OF THE FORMER GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 

I. DOCUMENTS PRIOR TO 1920 
1 Ia Pol. 1867-1920 4296 
2 World War 1914--1918 547 
3 General Headquarters 1915-1918 58 
4 W elfenfonds 1870-1914 20 
5 Treaties Pol. 1867-1920 107 
6 Friedensabteilung 1919-1920 7 
7 II-Restakten 1853-1920 252 
8 Missions Bogota 1913-1918 58 
9 Petersburg 1816-1914 206 

10 Tangier 1845-1914 88 
11 Cetinje 1906-1914 1 
12 Conferences 1890-1920 22 

u. DOCUMENTS 1920-1936 
13 World War 1921 16 
14 Office of the Reich Minister 1920-1936 175 
15 Office of the State Secretary 1920-1936 100 
16 Handakten of various Heads Ritter (Sonderreferat 1920-1936 63 

and Deputy Heads of D~- W) 
partments 

17 Heads of Departments 1917-1935 50 
II-IV 

18 Gaus (Department V- 1914--1930 64 
Legal) 

19 Miscellaneous Hand- 1914--1932 85 
akten (so-called) 
Kleine Archive) 

20 Special Departments and Friedensabteilung 1920 140 
Sections (later Department 

II F) 
21 Friedensvertrag 1920-1921 50 

• For the period before 1936, the schedule of documents was compiled from 
fragmentary German lists, not from the documents themselves. Since the 
documents have not ·yet been examined, it is possible to speak with certainty 
only of the number of bundles; it is impossible to describe with precision the 
contents of each part of the schedule. 

s The dates indicated in the fourth column are the extreme dates of the tirst 
and last document in each series. For instance, for practical purposes the Pol. 
tiles numbered 80-91 end with December 1940. Isolated documents only are 
found after this date. Similarly, the Inland series numbered 69-74 are of most 
value for the period after 1938, though a few documents go back to 1929. 
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No. Ditliaima Subdivision Period Bundles 

22 Referat Deutschland 1920-1936 89 

23 Sonderreferat W- 1920-1936 840 
(Transportation 
and Shipping 
Questions, pre-
viously in Depart-
ment IV) 

24 W Rep. (Reparations) 1920-1936 230 

25 Secret papers of Depart- 1920-1936 467 
ment F and the Geo-
graphic Divisions 

1920-1936 26 Department II II. Pol. 634 

27 IIW 1920-1936 514 

28 II be (occupied 1920-1936 470 
areas) 

29 II F Air 1921-1936 104 

30 II F Military, Navy 1921-1936 130 

31 II F Secret 1932-1936 4 
32 II F Disarmament 1921-1936 100 
33 League of Nations 1923-1936 400 

(previously Sonder-
referat) 

34 Department III III Pol. 1920-1936 449 
35 III W 1920-1936 167 
36 Department IV IV Pol. 1920-1936 892 
37 IV W 1920-1936 278 
38 Treaties Department II 1920-1936 1501 

39 Department III 1920-1936 42' 
40 Department IV 1920-1936 1601 

41 Shipping 1920-1936 24. 

42 Commissions • 1920-1924 300 
43 Delegations • 1920-1932 130 
44 Plenipotentiaries, 1921-1923 140 

Commissioners • 
45 Representatives of the 1920 17 

Foreign Ministry• 
46 Plebiscite Area in Upper 

Silesia • 
47 War Guilt Section 1920-1936 131 
48 Committee of Inquiry into 1923-1925 12 

the War Guilt Question 
49 Reichstag Investigating 1914-1926 ·20 

Committee 

III. DOCUMENTS 1936-1945 

50 Reich Foreign Minister 1936-1943 9 
51 Dienststelle Ribbentrop 1935-1944 36 
52 State Secretary 1936-1944 127 

• Reckoned in files; an estimated figure. 
• Mostly relating to peace negotiations and treaties. 
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No. Di'lli.tima Period B•...U..• 
53 Head of the Auslandsorgani- 1937-1943 40 

sation in the Foreign Min-
is try 

MiBcellaneOWJ Handakten 
54 Ettel 1939-1944 3 
55 Etzdorf (Representative 1939-1944 6 

of the Foreign Min· 
istry to the OKH) 

56 Beneke 1922-1944 9 
57 Hewel 1937-1943 9 
58 Keppler 1930-1944 5 
59 Kriimmer 1934-1943 2 
60 Kiinsberg 1938-1943 29 
61 Luther 1936-1943 18 
62 Megerle 1934-1942 7 
63 Rahn 1942-1943 2 
64 Ritter 1938-1945 14 
65 Schmidt (Press) 1938-1943 10 
66 Schmidt (Interpreter) 1938-1944 12' 
67 Representative of the For- 1941-1944 4 

eign Ministry to the Reich 
Commissioner for the 
Ukraine 

68 Liaison Office of the Com- 1940-1943 16 
missioner for Information 
Services 

(}roups Inland I and II 
69 Inland I D 1938-1945 22 
70 Inland I Partei 1929-1944 101 
71 Inland II A and B · 1935-1945 355 
72 1ntand n·c 1933-1945 51 
73 Inland II D 1929-1945 47 
74 Iilland II Geheim 1936-1945 117 
75 &ferat D ·VI (Bauten) 1938-1943 21 

Papers {)I the Political Department 
76 Under State Secretary Pol. 1936-1943 27 

"7 PoL I League of. Nations 1936-1940 6 
78 Pol. I M 1936-1944 56 
79 Pol. I Air 1936-1940 56 
80 Pol. II 1936-1944 43 
81 Pol. III 1936-1942 79 

82 Pol. IV 1936-1944 110 

83 Pol. V 1936-1944 144 
84. Pol. VI 1936-1944 26 

85- Pol. VII 1936-1943 10 

86 PoL VIII 1936-1941 27 

87 . Pol. IX 1936-1944 15 
. 88 Pol. X 1936-1944 5 

• Reckoned in files. 
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No. Dilliriot! Period B11fldlee 

89 Pol. XI (War Guilt 1941-1943 3 
Question) 

90 Pol. XII (Preparations 1941-1945 1 
for Conclusion of Peace) 

91 Pol. XIII (Russland 1936-1942 11 
Gremium) 

92 Pol. Geheim 1936-1943 25 
93 Directives Pol. II 1940-1943 18 
94 Handakten Wiehl 1921-1943 62 
95 Handakten Clodius 1921-1945 65 
96 Handakten Collection 1914-1944 7-6 

(Ha. Pol.) 
97 Papers of the Economic 1936-1945 825 

Policy Department 
98 Papers of the Legal Depart- 1880-1945 3264 

ment 
99 Papers of the Cultural 1890-1945 1885 

Policy Department 

Treaties 
100 Political Department 1936-1944 so• 
101 Economic Policy Depart- 1936-1944 44 

ment 
102 Legal Department 1920-1943 400 
103 Cultural Policy Department 1920-1941 28 
104 Press Department 1915-1944 520 
105 Protocol Department 1920-1944 227 
106 Personnel Department 1860-1945 5042 
107 Accounts Division 1920-1944 1100 
108 Politisches Archiv 1920-1944 185 

( Geschaftsakten) 
109 Referat Pers. 1937-1939 4 

(Historisches Referat) 
110 Asservate zum Politischen 1920-1944 15 

· Archiv' 
111 Politisches Archiv 1936-1944 6 

( Geschaftsakten M<>isdorf, 
Friedland, Degnershausen) 

112 Asservate' 1860-1945 122 
113 Nachlasse• 1860-1945 . 300 

Missions 

114 Ankara 1875-1943 213 
115 Athens 1927-1940 28 
116 Belgrade 1876-1944 71 
117 Bern 1854-1943 860 
118 Brussels 1845-1940 89 

• Reckoned in files. 
' Small miscellaneous accessions to the archives from various sources. 
• Documents of defunct sections or former officials. 
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No, Oiviaitm P.-riod. B•tldlu 
119 Budapest 1910-1944 209 
120 Bucharest 1867-1940 177 
121 Hague 1858-1944 172 
122 Helsinki 1889-1944 27 
123 Copenhagen 1862-1944 139 
124 Kovno 1895-1941 246 
125 Lisbon 1869-1943 277 
126 London 1861-1937 433 
127 Luxembourg 1879-1940 61 
128 Madrid 1865-1942 580 
129 Moscow 1921-1941 216 
130 Oslo _ 1890-1940 610 
131 Paris 1871-1944 1438 
132 Prague 1918-1939 333 
133 Press burg 1922-1944 390 
134 Reval 1919-1941 207 
135 Riga 1868-1941 273 
136 Rome (Quirinal) 1818-1943 1517 
137 Rome (Vatican) 1849-1943 179 
138 Sofia 1879-1944 113 
139 Stockholm 1825-1941 368 
140 Warsaw 1920-1939 193 
141 Washington 1870-1938 504 
142 Vienna 1867-1939 758 
143 Zagreb 1921-1944 773 

Missions-Secret Papers 
144 Antwerp 1931-1939 1 
145 Athens 1937-1938 1 
146 Bern 1939-1942 5 
147 Bucharest 1936-1942 3 
148 Ciudad Trujillo 1941 1 
149 Lisbon 1928-1943 8 
150 Madrid 1936-1943 9 
151 1\loscow 1937-1941 18 
152 Paris 1938-1944 26 
153 Prague 1938-1939 1 

' 154 Rome (Quirinal) 1920-1943 66 
155 Rome (Vatica~) 1903-1942 7 
156 Sofia 1931-1938 1 
157 Tirana 1924-1943 6 
158 Zagreb 1940-1944 28 
159 Spe~ial Commission'er 1944 1 

Southeast 
160 Consulates 1845-1944 4270" 
161 Miscellaneous Documents 800' 

B) DOCUMENTS NOT ORIGINATING IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
162 Handakten Epp 1900-1945 36 
163 Handakten Frank 1918-1945 86 
164 Handakten Speer 1936-1945 18 

• Estimated figure. 
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Na. Dit!Wiiofl Period Bundlea 

165 lbero-Amerikanisches 1933-1945 69 
Institut 

166 Alte Reichskanzlei 1920-1933 3665 .. 
167 Neue Reichskanzlei 1933-1945 1630 .. 
168 Prasidialkanzlei 1919-1940 125 
169 Chancellery of the Deputy 1933-1942 16810 

of the Fuhrer 
170 Office of the FUhrer's 1935-1940 32810 

Adjutants 
171 Party Offices 1930 15 
172 Various documents of 1912-1945 95 

· foreign origin 

" Reckoned in files. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
ON JUNE 1, 19381 

THE REICH FOREIGN MINISTER 

von Ribbentrop 

Attached: L. R. Dr. Kordt (Erich) 
Att. Spitzy 

0 lfice: A. R. Klee 

THE STATE SECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

Baron von W eizsiicker 

Office: L. R. Dr. Siegfried 
A. R. Reifegerste 

THE HEAD OF THE AUSLANDSORGANISATION 

IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

State Secretary Bohle (Ernst Wilhelm) 

Attached: L. R. Fischer (Rob.) 
A. R. Rust 

STATE SECRETARY FOR SPECIAL DUTIES 

Keppler (Wilhelm) 

Ministerialbiirodirektor (Acting): A. R. Kniestedt (Erich) 

Protocol Department 

Diplomatic Corps in Berlin, foreign 
consuls in German Reich, audiences 
with the FUhrer and Reich Chan
cellor, ceremonial, decorations: 

Head Clerk: 

Internal German Affairs (German 
Section): 

Gesandter I. Kl. von Biilow-Schw~nte; 
V. L. R. Dr. Boltze; G. K. z. D. Schu
bert; L. R. Dr. Baron von Dornberg; 
L. S. von Nostiz (Gottfried); L. S. 
von Rantzau; Ref. Pappritz; Ref. 
Wagner; H. R. Pingel; A. R. Propp; 
A. R. Splettstosser; A. R. Vogel; 
0. I. Wilcke. 

Kzler. Gaerte. 
.. 

Gesandter I. Kl. von Biilow-Schwante; 
V. L. R. Dr. Hinrichs; L. R. Dr. 
Schumburg; L. S. Walluscheck von 
Wallfeld; H. R. Jiingling; A. R. 
Heinrich. · 

' The initials and terms preceding the names in this list indicate the title or 
grade of each official, and are explained in the Glossary, Appendix V. 

lO.'U 
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PERSONNEL AND BUDGET DEPARTMENT (PERS.) 

Personal data on members of foreign service. Matters relating to pay and 
welfare. General administration of Foreign Ministry and of diplomatic mis
siom; abroad. Questions relating to budget, finance, and accounts. Political 
archives. Library. Cipher service. Language service. General questions 
concerning the organization of the foreign service. 

Head of Department: Ministerialdirektor Dr. Priifer. 
Deputy Head of Department: 
Attached: 
Head of budget and financial affairs: 
Special duties: 
Pers. H Organization of foreign service 

abroad, training of candidates 
for the higher service, personal 
data of higher officials, of honor· 
ary consuls, experts, etc., in· 
formation center: 

Pers. M Personal data on other officials and 
employees, organization and sim
plification of working of the 

Pers. (} 
- Pers. R 

Pt>rs. B 

Pers. D 

Ministry: 
Decorations for faithful service: 
Preparation and general adminis-

tration of the budget, and gen
eral questions relating thereto; 
charges and income revenues, 
general cash and accounts, pre
linimary examination of ac· 
counts. Administration of funds 
for official requirements, news
papers and books, postal, tel· 
egraph and telephone charges, 
household expenses, etc., for mis-
sions abroad : 

Salaries and wages, welfare and 
maintenance, travel and removal 
expenses of officials and em
ployees of the foreign service and 
other persons; official expendi
ture of honorary consulates: 

Administration of funds for official 
requirements, newspapers and 
books, postal, telegraph and tele
phone charges, household admin· 
istration and sundry expenses of 

V. L. R. Dr. Dienstmann. 
A. R. Strempel. 
V. L. R. Schellert. 
V. L. R. z. D. Schroetter. 
V. L. R. Dr. Rohde; L. R. 

Dr. Resenberg; H. R. Dr. 
Schwarz (Richard); A. R. 
Eich; A. R. Diederich; A. R. 
Garbe. 

V. L. R. Schroeder; L. R. Rock; 
A. R. Kownatzki (Walter); 
R. 0. I. Voigt; R. 0. I. Erle
wein. 

M. B. Dir. H. R. Schonhertz. 
L. R. Rieger; H. R. Pfeiffer; 

H. R. Edert; Rech. R. Lach
nitt; H. R. Engel; A. R. Sta
delmann; A. R. Guenther; 
A. R. Schulz (Erich); A. R. 
Klauenberg; A. R. Nachti
gal; A. R. Bartsch; A. R. 
Niemandt; A. R. Frensch; 
A. R. Blenk; A. R. KrUger; 
R. 0. I. Dittmann; R. 0. I. 
Ressler; R. I. J asiek; K. S. 
Eisenhart. 

K. Engelmann; A. R. Brose; 
Kzler. Lehmann; A. R. En
trodacher; A. R. Reinicke 
(Georg); A. R. Wegener; 
A. R. Roe~hig; A. R. Drew
ski; Kzler. Buclh·olz · R. 
Amtm. Bunze; R. Amtm. 
Belling; R. Amtm; Roy!; 0.1. 
Goring (Max); 0. I. Wacker; 
0. I. Scholz (Otto) ; R. 0. I. 
Blaack; Landesinsp. Langner 
(Conrad). 

L. R. Balser; K. (G. K.) Fhr. 
von Ungetter; K. z. D. Dr. 
Bergfeld; A. R. Winzer; 
H. R. Steinicke; A. R. Bahre; 
A. R. Ullrich (Bruno); A. R. 
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Foreign Ministry; unforeseen 
extras; upkeep of Government 
(Reich) buildings: 

Purchasing Section: 
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Herold; A. R. Pan ten; A. R. 
Viertel; A. R. Seyser; A. R. 
Schlitz; A. R. Thiele; R. 
Amtm. Blessing; R. I. Hoff
mann; M. Kzl. S. Rieseweber; 
M. Kzl. S. Hammes.: 

Directly subordinate to Deputy Head of Department: ' 
Pers. S Courier matters, security matters K. z. D. (G. K.) Hermans; M. 

at home and abroad: Kzl. 0. S. Oberjiirgen. 
Pers. K 

Pers. (Censorship section) 

Inspector of Accounts: 
Legation accounts: 

Pers. 
Bibl. 

Pol. 
Arch .. 

Pers. 
hi st. 

Pers. Z 

Library; acquisition of books of 
reference for departments and 
sections; supply of literature to 
posts abroad: 

Political Archives, historical sec
tion: 

Cipher and communications, in· 
cluding necessary equipment: 

transferred July 11, 1938, to 
Cultural Department (Min. 
Kzl. S. Hammes) 

L. R. Rieger. 
Accountant: A. R. Eger; 
Head bookkeeper: H. R. Kiem. 
Cashier: A. R. Hintze. 
A. R. Kriiger-Kiihn; H. R. 

Kniestedt (Max); A. R. Kir
mis; A. R. Beuse; A. R. Rhi· 
now; A. R. Reinike (Albert); 
R. Amtm. Benick; R. · 0. I. 
MUller; R. 0. I. Brandt; 
R. 0. I. Schwarz (Paul) ; 
R. 0. I. Hahlweg; R. I. 
Kluck; R. I. Kupke; R. I. 
Colell; R.I. Wustrow. 

0. R. R. Dr. Holleck-Weith
mann; Bibl. Dr. Wender; 
Bibl. Insp. Lubig; Bibl. Insp. 
Hanfland. 

L. S. Dr. Frauendienst; Dr. Ull
rich (Job); H. R. Glasow; 
A. R. Langner (Max). 

V. L. R. Selchow; 0. R. R. 
Schauffier; R. R. Dr. Kunze; 
R. R. Langlotz; R. R. Stein· 
brinck; R. R. Paschke; R. R. 
Scherschmidt; R. R. Hoff· 
mann (Ernst); R. R. Dr. 
Kasper; R. R. Dr. Roy; Rr R. 
Bailovic; R. R. Weingart. 

Tech. Insp. von Ahsen; R. I. 
Drews; R. I. Wittke; Verw. 
Assist. Bohuslaw. 
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Cipher Ofhce: 

Telegram registry: 

Pers. L Language services: 

Head Clerk: 

Main Office (Reception): 

Central Chancery: 

Messenger Service: 

Housekeeper's department: 

H. R. Sergeois; H. R. Kla
bunde; H. R. Schultz (Wil· 
ly); A. R. Oehlandt; A. R. 
Hiibscher; A. R. Pellmann; 
A. R. Mieschel; A. R. Rad
diinz; R. Amtm. Zorn; R. I. 
Niepel; R. I. Popiersch. 

H. R. Liihrs; H. R. Pifrement; 
A. R. Ziem. 

0. R. R. Gautier; L. R. Dr. 
Schmidt (Paul); R. R. Dr. 
Schultheiss. 

A. R. Schmidt (Alwin). 

H. R. Schimpke; H. R. Heyer; 
A. R. Schmidt (Wilh.) ; A. R. 
Dux; A. R. Hoppe; A. R. 
Reiner. 

Head of Chancery: M. Kzl. 0. 
S. a. D. Baumbach. 

Head of Messenger Service: 
Gunther (Friedrich). 

Verwalt. Assistent Pasewalk. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (PoL.) 

Head of Department: 

Deputy to :Head of Department:. 

Pol. I League of Nations, military ques-

Pol. II 

Pol. III 

tions, armaments, aviation, de
fense: 

Western Europe (Gt. Britain, 
Ireland, British possessions
unless dealt with elsewhere
France-North Africa, Moroc
co, Tunis-Belgium, Nether
lands, Switzerland, Luxem
bourg): 

Southern Europe-except Italy
a) Spain, Portugal: 

b) Vatican: 

Ministerialdirektor Under 
State Secretary Dr. Woer
mann. 

Ges. I. Kl. Prince Bismarck. 

V. L. R. von Kamphoevener; 
L. R. Schultz-Sponholz; L. 
R. Dr. Baron von der Hey
den-Rynsch; L. S. von Kes
sel; Assess. (Att.) Dr. Kas
sler; A. R. Eckardt; A. R. 
Steinmayer; A. R. Grimm. 

V. L. R. von Rintelen; L. R. 
Baron Marschall von Bie
berstein (Adolf) ; L. S. Dr. 
von Holleben; L. S. Dr. 
Count Calice; A. R. Gu
dohr; A. R. Rose. 

L. R. Dr. Schwendemann; 
L. R. Count du Moulin
Eckart; A. R. Haack. 

L. R. Dr. llaidlen. 



Pol. IV 

Pol. V 

Pol. VI 

Pol. VII 

Pol. VIII 

Pol. IX 

Pol. MC 

Pol. X 

APPENDIX II 

Southeast Europe-including 
Italy-
a) Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, 
Italy (Abyssinia, Libya), Yu
goslavia, Rumania, Hungary: 

b) Austria (liquidation), Czech
oslovakia: 

Eastern Europe (Poland, Danzig, 
Soviet Union): 

Scandinavia and Baltic States 
(Denmark, Sweden, Norway, 
Iceland, Finland, Estonia, Lat
via, Lithuania-Memel Terri
tory): 

Middle East (Egypt, Afghanis
tan, Arabia, Ceylon, Cyprus, 
Palestine, Syria, Turkey, India, 
Iraq, Iran, Sudan): 

Far East and Australia (Japan, 
Japanese mandated territories, 
China, Manchukuo, Mongolia, 
French Indo-China, Siam, 
Straits Settlements, Malay 
States, Netherlands East In
dies, Philippines, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Sea terri
tories): 

America: North America (U.S.A. 
with possessions-except Phil
ippines-Canada), Central and 
South America, Cuba, Haiti, 
Dominican Republic: 

Questions concerning confiscated 
German property in U.S.A. Ger
man-American Mixed Claims 
Commission: 

Africa (except Morocco, Algiers, 
Tunis, Italian possessions, 
Egypt, Sudan) ; mandate and 
colonial questions: 
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V. L. R. Dr. Heinburg; L. R. · 
Dr. Busse; L. R. Mohr
mann; A. R. GUi.ser; R. 
Arntrn. Jahn (Willy). 

L. R. Dr. Altenburg. 

V. L. R. Dr. Schliep; L. R. 
Bergmann; K. Meyer-Hey
denhagen; K. z. D. Ehrt; 
L. S. von Filz; Assess. 
(Att.) Dr: von Thadden; 
H. R. Brembach; 0. I. 
Windhausen; K. S. Hage
meier; L. R. Mackeben. 

V. L. R. Dr. von Grundherr; 
L. R. Count Hohenthal; 
L. S. Dr. Doertenbach; R. 
Arntrn. Bornstedt;. 

V. L. R. Dr. von Hentig; Dr. 
Schlobies. 

V. L. R. Dr. von Schmieden; 
L. R. Dr. Count Strach-· 
witz; L. R. Dr. Voskamp. 

V. L. R. Freytag; V. L! R. 
Pistor; L. S. Dr. Anderson; 
R. 0. I. Wildegans. 

Ges. z. D. Rohland. 

.. 
L. R. Dr. Strohm; L. R. Dr. 

Zeitschel; L. S. von Ste
chow; Kzler. Larssen; A. R. 
Manneschmidt; R. 0. I. 
Metz. 
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Pol. Grenz 

Head Clerk: 

Frontier treaties and other tech
nical questions concerning Reich 
frontiers which are the subject 
of negotiations with foreign 
governments: 

V. L. R. Dr. Roediger (Con
rad). 

H. R. Kownatzki (Erich). 

ECONOMIC POLICY DEPARTMENT (W) 

Head of Department: 
Attached: 
Deputy to Head of Department: 

Directly subordinate to Head of Department: 
Leader of delegations for commercial treaties: 

W I General section for questions con-
cerning economics and finance: 

W II Western and Southern Europe-
except.Great Britain and Italy
(Belgium including colonies and 
mandated territories, France in
cluding colonies, protectorates, 
and mandated territories, Lux
embourg, Netherlands including 
colonies, Portugal including col
onies, Spain including colonies) : 

Switzerland: 
W III Southeast Europe with Italy and 

Near East (Alb~nia, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Italy with colonies, Yu
goslavia, Rumania, Czechoslo
vakia, Hungary, Austrian Re
union, Afghanistan, Egypt, Ara
bia, Cyprus, Iraq, Iran, Pales
tine, Sudan, Turkey, Yemen): 

W IV Eastern Europe (Danzig, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Memel, Po
land, Soviet Russia): 

W V Northern Europe (Denmark, Fin· 
land, Iceland, Norway, Sweden); 
monopolies and whaling: 

W VI Great Britain, Dominions and Brit-
ish possessions except Canada 
(Australia, Ceylon, Great Brit
ain, British India, Ireland, Malay 
States, New Zealand, Straits Set
tlements, South Africa) : 

\V VII Far East (China, Hong Kong, J a-
pan, Manchukuo, Philippines, 
Siam, South Sea territories) : 

Ministerialdirektor Wiehl. 
Assess. (Att.) Dr. Allardt. 
V. L. R. Dr. Clodius. 

V. L. R. (Ges.) Dr. Hemmen; 
L. S. Dr. Baron von Maltzan. 

L. R. Dr. \Vingen; L. S. Dr. 
Pawelke; A. R. Granass. 

V. L. R. Sabath; Ges. R. Dr. 
Kreutzwald; L. S. Dr. Rip
ken. 

L. R. Dr. Wingen. 
V. L. R. Moraht; K. z. D. Dr. 

Kalisch; L. R. Adamo vic von 
Waagstli.tten; L. S. Dr. Jun
ker; L. S. Dr. Riegner; L. S. 
Dr. Stille (Wilh.); A. R. 
Schwenn. 

V. L. R. Dr. Schnurre; L. R. 
Baron von Behr; Assess. 
(Att.) Dr. Bruns; H. R. 
Bienotsch. 

L. R. Dr. van Scherpenberg; 
H. R. Bienotsch. 

V. L. R. Ruter; L. S. Dr. See
los. 

L. R. Dr. Voss; A. R. Grunwald. 



W VIII 

W IX 

wx 

W XI 

APPENDIX II 

America 
a) North America including Can
ada and Mexico (Canada, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, Li
beria, Mexico, U.S.A.): 
b) South America including Cen
tral America (Argentina, Boli
via, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cos
ta Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, Uru
guay, Venezuela): 

Shipping: 

Reich Office for Foreign Trade 
(economic news and information 
service; chambers of commerce 
abroad): 

Raw materials: 

W XII General transport questions: 
Head Clerk: 
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V. L. R. Dr. Davidsen; V. K. 
Krienen. 

L. R. Dr. Becker; L .. S. Dr. 
Pamperrien; A. R. Schwab. 

V. L. R. Bleyert; H. R. Zornow; 
R. Amtm. Dietzler (Alfred). 

V. L. R. Dr. Bozenick; H. R. 
Grunow. 

V. L. R. Bisse; L. S. Dr. Nohr
ing. 

V. L. R. (Ges.) Dr. Martins. 
A. R. Voss. 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT (R) 

Head of Department: 

Deputy to Head of Department: 

R I International Law, cooperation in 
conclusion of treaties. Trade 
treaties and concessions. Inter
national traffic law except inter
national motor vehicle traffic: 

Index of foreign treaties: 
R II Law concerning diplomatic mis-

sions. Extraterritorial rights. 
Customs matters affecting Ger
man and foreign diplomats. Tax
ation laws: 

R III a) Nationality. Constitutional and 
administrative law. Ecclesiasti
cal law: 

b) Penal law. Legal aid in crimi
nal cases, especially extradition 
cases. Criminal proceedings 
against Germans in Germany for 
offenses committed abroad and 
against foreigners for offenses 
committed in Germany: 

R IV a) Lawconcerningcompulsoryreg-
istration with the police abroad. 
Compulsory military service. 

Ministerialdirektor Dr. Gaus, 

V. L. R. Dr. Albrecht. · 

L. R. Lohmann; L. S. Dr. 
Stahlberg; A. R. Steinsei .. 
fer. 

A. R. Kayser. 
L. R. Gunther; A. R. Breit

feld; H. R. Schaub; A! R. 
Hosp. 

W. L. R. Dr. Siedler; R. 0. I. 
Dahms; 0. I. Lang. 

L. R. Dr. Kastner; H. R. 
Hanck. 

V. L. R. Dr. Sethe; Min. R. 
Dr. Schiffner; Ger. Ass. 
(Attache) Dr.Hecker;A.R. 
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RV 

R VI 

R VINa. 

R VII 

R VIII 

Special 
duties: 

Compulsory labor service. Regis
tration abroad of those liable for 
military service. Gennan war 
graves abroad. Persons accused 
of war crimes. Law covering 
prisoners of war. 

b) Consular law. Consular agree
ments. · Gennan Consular law
(unless dealt with under R VI). 
Consular jurisdiction. Interna
tional finance: 

Labor laws. International aspects 
of German Labor Front .and the 
Strength through Joy organiza
tion. International Labor Office: 

Passport Office of Foreign Minis
. try: 

Consular jurisdiction in matters of 
civil law and lawsuits. Interna
tional legal protection and legal 
aid in civil matters. Interna
tional private law: 

Matters of inheritance. Procuring 
of documents abroad relating to 
civil status and proof of descent: 

Matters appertaining to Austrian 
law, transfer of affairs of De
partment 15 of the fonner Fed
eral Chancellery to the Foreign 
Ministry. Treatment of Austrian 
Governmen~ treaties: 

Passports, welfare, refugees, entry 
pennit, permits of residence: 

Refonn of consular legislation. 
Preparation of manual for con
sular service: 

Official arbitrator in questions of 
nationality: 

Head Clerk: 

Kayser; A. R. Lindemann; 
R. 0. I. Schild; R. I. Mar
keft'sky. 

V. L. R. Rodiger (Gustav) ; 
Gauamtsleiter Dr. Gross· 
mann; A. R. Schaarwach· 
ter; A. R. Zarbock. 

H. R. Reimke. 

L. R~ von Haeften; L. S. von 
Nostiz (Siegf.); A. R. Ha· 
senei. 

L. S. von Nostiz (Siegf.); 
A. R. Dietzler (Egon). 

Gen. Ksl. Dr. Schwagula. 
Kanzl-Offizial Festl. 

V. L. R. Dr. Kraneck; L. R. 
Dr. Andersen; R. I. Mar
keft'sky. 

Ges. z. D. Dr. Kraske. 

G. K. z. D. Dr. Vassel. 

H. R. Schuhmacher. 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL POLICY (KULT.) 

Head of Department: 

Deputy to Head of Department: 

Kult. General questions of cultural pol-
Gen. icy. Cultural conventions: 

Kult. Art, cultural propaganda, art exhi-
Gen. C bitions, films (promotioJl and dis

tribution): 

Ges. I. Kl. Dr. Stieve. 

V. L. R. Dr. Twardowski. 

L. R. Dr. Pfleiderer; A. R. 
Stichter. 



Kult.A 

Kult,B 

Kult. E 

(Kult. 
Nf.) 

· Kult. H 

Kult.J 

Kult. S 

Kult. 
Spr. 

Kult. U 

Kult. W 

APPF.NDIX IT 

Position of German racial groups 
abroad and of minorities in the 
Reich. Press and literature o! 
German rAcial groups abroad: 

Economic questions relating to Ger
manization: 

Emigration and repatriation. Set
tling abroad. Germanism in Rus
sia: 

'Inquiries abroad about Reich-Ger
mans and foreign nationals: 

Administration of funds of depart
ment. (School funds. Funds for 
cultural purposes.): 

Youth movement at home and 
abroad, Cultural relations of 
Hitler Youth with foreign coun
tries: 

German educational system abroad. 
Subsidies for schools abroad, 
Supplies to schools abroad of 
books, magazines, and school ma
terial: 

Drive for spreading German lan
guage. Subsidies for language 
teachers and courses: 

University affairs (Congresses, fes
tivities, exhibitions). Appoint
ment of professors to foreign 
countries. Exchange and guest 
professorships, academic honors. 
Lecturers at universities. Schol
arships for foreigners in ~er
many: 

General scientific relations with 
foreign countries and interna
tional scientific organizations. 
Scientific congresses and exhibi
tions. Research journeys and ex
peditions. Scientific institutes: 

Head Clerk: 
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V. L, R. Dr. Lorenz; G. K. 

Hammer; L. R. Dr. Richter; 
Dr. Goeken; A. R. Fleiss• 
ner; R.I. Dr. Schatz. 

L. R. Dr. Schwager; K. z. D. 
Buttmann. · 

L. R. Dr, Kundt; Dr. Baron 
von Bodman; Meyer (Wer
ner). 

G. K. Grosskopf; H. R. KrU
ger; Wirkl. A. R. Mitura; 
R.I. Aurich; R.I. Werlich. 

K. Dopffel; R. 0. I. Scholz 
· (Hanns). 

L. S. Dr. Ehrich (komm) ; 
L. S. Dr. Wolf; K. Dopffel; 
L. S. Dr. Paul; H. R. Un
ruh; H. R. Blum; A. R. 
Barthol; A. R. Walden; 
A. R. Filke; R. 0. I. Scholz 
(Banns); R. 0. I. Rev. 
Schmid; Hilfsarb. Loh
mann. 

L. S. Dr. Klingenfuss; Kanz· 
ler Fischer. 

Kons. Dr. Schaefer-Riimelin; 
L. S. Rademacher; A. R. 
Hiemke; A. R. Schuricht. 

L. R. Dr. Roth; L. S. von Hey
nitz; L. S. Dr. Schmidt . 
(Werner); Dr. Stiinzner; 
A. R. Zachowius; R. Amtm. 
Grabowsky, 1 

A. R. Hemmerling. 
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INFORMATION AND PREss DEPARTMENT (N.P.) 

Head of Department: Gesandter Aschmann. 

Deputy Head of Department: Dr. Paul Schmidt (special as-

I 

II 

III 

IV 

v 

VI 

VII 
VIII 

IX 

X 

XI 

Southeast Europe (Albania, Yugo
slavia, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary): 

Italy, Vatican, Deutsche diploma
tisch-politische Korrespondenz: 

Great Britain with Dominions, pro
tectorates, and colonies: 

Eastern Europe 
a) Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia~ 
Lithuania), Danzig, Poland: 
b) Soviet Russia: 

Scandinavia (Denmark, Iceland, 
Norway, Sweden). Finland, also 
the Netherlands and Netherlands 
colonies: 

sistant to Reich Minister). 

V. L. R. Wolf. 

V. L. R. Braun von Stumm. 

Leithe-J as per. 

L. S. Dr. Staudacher. 

i.V. L. S. Dr. Schiemann. 
L. S. Dr. Schiemann. 

France, Belgium, Luxembourg, L. S. von Strempel. 
Spain, Portugal: 

Central and South America: 
United States of America: 
Bulgaria, Greece, .the Middle East 

(Turkey, Egypt, Abyssinia, Af
ghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Palestine, 
Syria): 

L. S. Lurtz. 
i.V. L. S. Dr. Briicklmeier. 
G. z. D. Dr. Schworbel. 

The Far East (China, Japan, Siam, V. L. R. z. D. Dr. Katzenberger. 
India, Netherlands Indies); Switz
erland. Currency matters: 

Economic and colonial questions; L. S. Dr. Briicklmeier; L. S. Dr. 
League of Nations; international Platzer. 
treaties; periodicals dealing with 
foreign politics: 

Express service for R.M.: K. Behrend. 
Verbal and written reporting on Dr.' Schacht. 

press: 

Head Clerk: H. R. Warnick. 



Appendix Ill 

LIST OF GERMAN FILES USED 

The following table gives a general description of the files included in each 
film. A reference is given on each document showing the serial number of the 
film, followed by the number of the photostat frame or frames from the film 
~n which the document is recorded. 

FilmSerio.l 
Numbers 

28 

120 
139 
140 
147 
223 
269 
289 
330 
334 
337 
340 
397 
428 
436 

440 
442 

523 
621 

625 

631 
635 
664 

1220 

1234 

1256 
1339 

German File 
German Legation in Czechoslovakia: Telegrams to and from 

the Foreign Ministry and other Authorities. 
State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
Reich Foreign Minister: Poland. 
State Secretary: Austria. 
Head of the Auslandsorganisation: Czechoslovakia.· 
Under State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
Under State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
Under State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
Under State Secretary: Czechoslovakia. 
Under State Secretary: Czechoslovakia (Special File). 
German Embassy in the Soviet Union: Czechoslovakia. 
State Secretary: Non-Intervention Committee (Spain). 
State Secretary: Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, also 

Slovakia and the Carpatho-Ukraine. 
State Secretary: Correspondence on Political Affairs. 
State Secretary: Political Correspondence with Diplomatic 

Representatives Abroad. · · 
Pol. geheim: Political Affairs-Russia. 
Pol. II: France, Political Relations between .France and Ger~ 

many. 
Pol. II: France, Efforts to bring about Franco-German Under-

standing. 
Pol. II: France, Political Relations between France and Poland. 
Pol. II: France, Political Relations between France and Russia. · 
Pol. II: France, Political Relations between France and Czech-

oslovakia. 
Pol. IV: Yugoslavia, Political Relations between Yugoslavia 

and Czechoslovakia. 
Pol. II: Great Britain, Political Relations between Britain and 

Czechoslovakia. 
Pol. V: Poland, Political Relations between Poland and Russia. 
Pol. V; Poland, Political Relations between Poland and Czecho

slovakia. 
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DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

GennanFile 
Reich Chancellery: Czechoslovakia. 
PoL II: Great Britain, Political Relations between Britain and 

France. 
PoL II: Great Britain, Political Relations between Britain and 

Germany. 
Pol. geheim: Political Affairs-Czechoslovakia. 
PoL IV: Rumania, Political Relations between Rumania and 

Russia. 
State Secretary: International Commission for the Cession of 

Sudeten German Territory. 
Pol. gekeim: Political Affairs-Austria. 
Pol. IV: Rumania, Political Relations between Rumania and 

Russia. · 
PoL IV: Austria, Political Relations between Germany and 

Austria. 
Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Political Relations between Czecho-

slovakia and Hungary. 
Pol. IV: International Political Problema-The Little Entente. 
Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Heads of States and their Families. 
PoL IV: Czechoslovakia, General Foreign Policy. 
Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Question of a possible German Entry 

into Czechoslovakia following the Incorporation of Austria 
in Greater Germany. 

Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Effects of the Czech National Defense 
Law on German-Czech Relations. 

Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Political Relations between Czecho-
slovakia and Germany. 

Hewel Papers: Xnglo-German Society (1938--40). 
Press Department: Czechoslovak Republic-General Affairs. 
German Legation in Hungary: (1) Czechoslovakia (Little 

Entente), (2) Czechoslovak Conflict 1938-Telegrams re
ceived. 

German Embassy in Italy: Secret Document Files. 
State Secretary: Memoranda on Diplomatic Visits. 
State Secretary: Memoranda on Internal Directives, Views 
~n Specific Questions, Telephone Conversations, etc. 

Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Racial Questions, Nationality Ques
tions, and Foreign Peoples. 

Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, Question of a possible German Entry 
into Czechoslovakia following the Incorporation of Austria 
in Greater Germany. 

Pol. IV: Czechoslovakia, (1) Domestic Policy-Parliamentary 
and Party Matters, (2) Press Matters. 

Pol. IV: Italy, Racial Questions, Nationality Questions, and 
Foreign Peoples (South Tyrol Question). 

Political Department: Treaties (1936-44): (1) Declaration 
by the Fiihrer and the British Prime Minister, (2) Munich 
Agreement. 

Schmundt File: Nuremberg Document 388-PS (Exhibit 
U.S.A. 26). (Not a Foreign Ministry file; see introduction 
to this volume.) 

German Foreign Ministry film of files of the Reich Foreign 
Minister's Secretariat. 



Appendix IV 

BIOGRAPHICAL LIST OF PRINCIPAL PERSONS 

ALFIERI, Dino, President of Fascist Cultural Institute, Milan; Under Secretary 
of State of the Italian Press·and Propaganda Ministry, 1935-36; Minister 
for Popular Enlightenment, 1936-39; Ambassador to the Holy See, 1939-
40; Ambassador to Germany, 1940; fled to Switzerland October 1943; tried 
in absentia by Republican-Fascist Tribunal at Verona and condemned to 
death January 10, 1944. 

ALLEN OF HURTWOOD, Baron, Reginald Clifford Allen, Labor politician and 
journalist; member of Executive of League of Nations Union.; Treasurer 
and Chairman of Independent Labor Party, 1922-26; Director of the 
Daily Herald, 1925--30; created Baron, 1932; died 1939. 

ALTENBURG, Dr. Gunther, Head of Political Department, Section IV (b), of the 
German Foreign Ministry, dealing with Austria and Czechoslovakia,1938; 
afterward in charge of Ribbentrop's personal Secretariat; promoted Coun
selor 1st Class and Minister, 1939; Head of the Information Department 
in the Foreign Ministry, 1939; Plenipotentiary in Athens, 1941-43; after
ward Head of Dienststelle Altenburp in Vienna (dealing with Balkan 
questions), 1944-45. 

AscHMANN, Dr. Gottfried, Head of the Information and Press Department of 
the German Foreign Ministry, March 1933-1939; on half-pay with rAnk 
of Gesandter 1 Kl. April 20, 1939; reemployed on special duties (political 
warfare) in the Hague and Brussels, November 1939-May 1940; Legal 
Assessor in the W ehrmacht, 1940. 

ASHTON-GWATKIN, Frank, Counselor, British Diplomatic Service, 1934; mem
ber of the Runciman Mission, 1938; Assistant Under Secretary, Foreign 
Office, 1940; Under Secretary, 1947; retired 1948. _ 

ATTLEE, Clement Richard, Labor M.P. since November 1922; Leader of the 
Labor Party since 1935; Leader of the Opposition, 1935--39; Deputy Prime 
Minister, 1940-45; Prime Minister since 1945. 

ATTOLICO, Dr. Bernardo, Italian Ambassador in Brazil, 1927-.30, in the Soviet 
Union,1930-.35, in Germany, September 8, 1935-May 18, 1940; Ambassador 
to the Holy See, 1940-February 1942, when he died. 

BARTHOU, Louis, veteran French politician of the Third Republic; Foreign 
Minister in the Doumergue Cabinet, February 1934; assassinated with 
King Alexander of Yugoslavia at Marseille, October 9, 1934. • · 

BECHYNE, Rudolf, member of Czech Social Democratic Party; Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Supplies in Hodza Cabinet, 1932-38; later mem
ber of Czechoslovak State Council in London. 

BECK, Colonel Jozef, Polish Military Attache in Paris, 1922-25; Chef de Cabi
net to Pilsudski as War Minister, 1926-30; Deputy Prime Minister in 
Pilsudski Cabinet,1930; Under State Secretary in Foreign Ministry, 1930-
32; Foreign Minister in successive Cabinets, 1932-39; fled to Rumania 
September 1939; died at Snagov near Bucharest, June 5, 1944. 
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BECK, General of Artillery Ludwig, Chief of the General Staff of the German 
Army,1935; resigned October 31, 1938; a leader of the abortive putsch of 
July 20,1944, on which day he was shot. 

BENd, Dr. Eduard, Czechoslovak Foreign Minister, 1918--35; also Prime Min· 
ister, 1921-22; President of the Czechoslovak Republic, December 18,1935-
0ctober 5, 1938; President of Czechoslovak National Committee in Lon
don, 1939-45; recognized as President of Republic by Allied Powers, July 
1940; returned to Czechoslovakia, May 1945; confirmed as President by 
Provisional National Assembly, October 1945; reelected June 1946; re
signed June 7,1948; died September 3,1948. 

BERAN, Rudolf, Secretary General of the Czechoslovak Agrarian Party, Novem
ber 1935; Prime Minister November 1938-March 1939; interned in various 
concentration camps in Germany during the Second World War; tried by 
a Prague court for his activities between 1938 and 1941 and sentenced to 
20 years' imprisonment, April 21, 1947. 

BEST, Dr. Werner,·former judge, dismissed 1932; Nazi Party member from 
1930; official at. Gestapo Office in Berlin; Head of Civil Administration 
in Frlince, 1942; later attached to Foreign Ministry; German Plenipoten
tiary in Denmark, November 1942-May 1945; taken into custody by Brit
ish forces May 21, 1945; trial opened in Copenhagen, June 15, 1948. 

BETHLEN, Count Istvan, Hungarian Prime Minister, April1921-August 1931; 
Ufe member of the Hungarian Upper House; unofficial adviser to the 
Regent, Admiral Horthy; retired from politics, 1939; died in Russia, 1947. 

BISMARCK, Otto Christian, Prince von, German Counselor of Embassy in Great 
Britain, May 1928-1936; Deputy Head of the Political Department of the 
Foreign Ministry,1937-39; Minister in Rome, April1940-September 1943; 
subsequently employed in the foreign information service of the Foreign 
Ministry. 

BLOMBERG, Field Marshal, Werner von, Reich Defense Minister, January 1933; 
Reich War Minister and Commander in Chief of the Wehrmacht, April21, 
1935, until dismissed by Hitler February 4, 1938; afterward in retirement; 
died March 14, 1946. 

BLUM, Leon, French Prime Minister, June 1936-1937; Vice President of the 
Cabinet, June 1937-January 1938; Prime Minister and Minister for the 
Treasury, March-April 1938; President of the French Socialist Party; 
arrested by Vichy Government, 1940; tried at Riom, 1941; deported to 
Germany, 1944, and liberated by Allies, May 1945; Ambassador Extra· 
ordinary to undertake economic and financial missions abroad, January 
1946; Prime Minister, December 1946-January 1947. 

BOHLS;Ernst Wilhelm, Gauleiter and Head of the Auslandsorganisation of the 
Nazi Party, May 1933-1945; also State Secretary in the Foreign Min· 
istry, November 1937-November 1941; arrested by American forces, 
May 23,1945; indicted with other high Nazi officials at Nuremberg, Novem· 
ber 5, 1947. · 

· BoNNET, Georges, French Minister of Finance in the Chautemps Cabinet, June 
1937-January 1938; Minister of State, January-March 1938; Foreign 
Minister in the Daladier Cabinet, April 1938-September 1939; Minister 

-of Justice, September 1939-March 1940; retired to Switzerland. 
BRAUCHITSCH, Colonel General Walter von, Commander in Chief of the Ger· 

man Army from 1938 to December 19, 1941, when dismissed by Hitler; 
promoted Field Marshal, July 1940; captured 1945; died suddenly while 
awaiting trial, October 1948. 
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BRINON, Count Fernand de, French journalist; President of "France-Alle

magne"; Representative of Vichy Government to German occupation 
authorities in Paris, 1941-45; tried and condemned for high treason 
March 6, 1947, and shot April15, 1947. 

BRUNET, Andre, former professor of law; international lawyer; French Social
ist Party Deputy; Under Secretary of State for Finance in the first 
Chautemps Cabinet, June 1937-January 1938. ' 

Biiww-SCHWANTE, Vicco von, Head of the Protocol Department in the German 
Foreign Ministry, 1933-38; German Minister, later Ambassador, in Bel
gium, October 14, 1938-1940. 

BURCKHARDT, Karl J., former Professor of Modern History at the University 
of Zurich; League of Nations High Commissioner in: Danzig, February 18, 
1937-September 1, 1939; President of International Committee of Red 
Cross, 1939-45; Swiss Minister in France 1945-49. 

BURGIN, Edward Leslie, Liberal and Liberal National M.P., 1929-45; Minister 
of Transport, 1937-39; Minister of Supply, 1939-40; died August 16,1945. 

BUTLER, Richard Austen, Conservative M.P. since 1929; Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, February 1938-1941; Minister of Education, 
1941-45; Minister of Labor, 1945. 

CADOGAN, Sir Alexander, Deputy Under Secretary of State in the Foreign 
Office, October 1936; Permanent Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, January 1,1938-1946; British Representative on Security Coun~il 
of United Nations Organization, February 1, 1946; title changed to Per.; 
manent Representative to United Nations Organization, September 1946; 

CANARIS, Admiral Wilhelm, joined the German Navy in 1905; transferred to 
the Secret Intelligence Branch of the Reichswehr in 1934, and eventually 
became head of the Abwehr Service of the OKW; promoted Admiral in 
1940; had many clandestine contacts abroad, particularly in Spain; sus
pected of complicity in the abortive putsch, July 20, 1944; arrested by the 
Gestapo and hanged in March 1945. 

CARR, Wilbur J., American Minister in Czechoslovakia, September 15, 1937-
1939. 

CECIL OF CHELWOOD, Viscount, Robert Gascoyne-Cecil (Formerly Lord Robert 
Cecil), Conservative M.P., 1906-23; member of several British Cabinets, 
1915-27; created Viscount, 1923; British delegate to various League of 
Nations Assemblies; Joint President of League of Nations Union; awarded 
Nobel Peace Prize, 1937. 

CERNY, Dr. Josef, member of the Czech Agrarian Party; Minister of the 
Interior, 1934-35, and again during Hodza Cabinet, 1935-38; tried by' a 
Prague court and found "not guilty," April 21, 1947. 

CHAMBERLAIN, Neville, Conservative M.P.,1918-40; Leader of the Conservative 
Party; Prime Minister, May 28, 1937-May 10,1940; died November 9,1940. 

CHAUTEMPS, Camille, President of Radical Socialist Group of French Cham
ber,1934; Minister of State in Blum Cabinet, June 1936-June 1937; Prime 
Minister, June 22, 1937-January 15, 1938, and January 18-Mareh 10, 
1938; Vice President of Council of Ministers and Minister of Coordination 
in Daladier Cabinet, April 11, 1938-1939; Minister of State, 1939-40; 
Vice President of the Council and Minister for Alsace-Lorraine, March
July 1940; went to United States on special mission, July 1940; tried 
in absentia and sentenced to five years' imprisonment, March 1947. 
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CHURCHILL, Winston Spencer, Liberal and Conservative M.P. since 1900; First 
· Lord of the Admiralty, September 5, 1939-May 10, 1940. Prime Minister, 

1940-45. 
CIANO DI CoaTELLA.Zzo, Count Galeazzo, son-in-law of Mussolini; Italian For

eign Minister, 1936-43; Ambassador to the Holy See, 1943; tried and con
demned to death by Republican-Fascist Tribunal at Verona and shot, 
January 11, 1944. 

CoLSON, General Louis Antoine, Chief of the French Army Staff and Member 
of the Conseil Superieur de la Guerre, January 1935-1939. 

COMNEN. See PETRESCU-COMNEN, 
CORBIN, Charles, French Ambassador in Spain, 1929-81, in Belgium, 1931-

33, and in Great Britain, May 24, 1933--July 4, 1940. 
CoT, Pierre, French Radical Socialist Deputy from 1928; Minister for Air in 

Daladier, Sarraut, and Chautemps Cabinets, 1933-34; in Blum Cabinet, 
June 1936-June 1937, and in Chautemps Cabinet, June 1937-January 1938; 
Minister of Commerce, January-April1938; member of Provisional Con
sultative Assemblies, 1943, and Constituent Assemblies, 1944 and 1945; 
Deputy to National Assembly. 

CoULONDRE, Robert, French Ambassador in the Soviet Union, November 1936-
November 1938, in Germany, November 22, 1938-September 3, 1939, in 
Switzerland May-October 1940; subsequently en disponibilite. 

CRUTESCU, Radu, Rumanian Minister in Czechoslovakia, May 24, 1938-
March 16, 1939, in Germany, March 31, 1939-March 19, 1941. 

CSAKY, Count Istvan, Chef de Cabinet to Kanya, Hungarian Foreign Minister; 
Hungarian Foreign Minister on latter's resignation, December 10, 1938; 
in Imredy and Teleki Cabinets until his death in February 1941. 

CZECH, Dr. Ludwig, Leader of the German Social Democrat Party in Czecho
slovakia; Minister of Health in Hodza's Cabinet from 1935 until his resig

. nation early in 1938. 
DALADIER, 1:douard, French Radical Socialist Deputy since 1919; Minister of 

National Defense, 1936-88; Prime Minister and Minister of National De
fense, 1938-40; Minister of War and Foreign Affairs, 1939-40; arrested 
June 1940; detained at Fort du Portalet after findings of Court for Political 
Justice, October 1941; reported imprisoned in Stuttgart, October 1944; 
liberated by Allies, 1945; member of Constituent Assembly, 1946. 

DARANYI, Dr. Kalman, Hungarian Prime Minister and Minister for Agricul
ture, October 12, 1936-May 13, 1938. 

DABBi:, Walther, German Minister for Food and Agriculture, 1933-45: Reich 
Peasant Leader, 1933-45; Head of Reich Food Estate, 1934-45; Prussian 

·Minister of Agriculture, 1933-42; indicted with other high Nazi officials 
at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

DELBOS, Yvon, French Radical Socialist Deputy since 1924; Foreign Minister 
in Blum Cabinet, June 1936-1937, and in two Chautemps Cabinets, June 22, 
1937-January 15, 1938, and January 18-March 10, 1938; Minister of 
National Education, 1939-40; reported arrested and sent to Germany, 
May 1943; liberated 1945; Minister of State, January-November 1947; 
Minister of Education since July 1948. 

DtBD, Dr. Ivan, Czechoslovak Minister of Justice in the Hodza Cabinet,1935-
38; member of Social Democrat Party; a Slovak and a lawyer by pro
fession, · 
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DIECKHOFF, Dr. Hans Heinrich, German Counselor of Embassy in Washington, 

1922-26, in London, 1926-30; Head of "Anglo-Saxon" Section of the For
eign Ministry, 1930-36; Head of the Political Department of the Foreign 
Ministry, April-August 1936; Acting State Secretary, August 1936-April 
1937; Ambassador in the United States, May 18, 1937, recalled to Berlin 
for consultation November 14, 1938, and did not return to his post; Head 
of Amerika-Komitee in the Foreign Ministry, 1940-43; Ambassaaor in 
Spain, April 30, 1943, until recalled ~ugust 1944, when he resigned, and 
has since lived in retirement at Lenzkirch. 

DIETRICH, Dr. Otto, Reich Press Chief of the N.S.D.A.P., 1932-45;· Hitler's 
press consultant and member of his personal staff, 1933-45; Vice Presi
dent of the Reich Press Chamber and Head of the Reich Press Office of 
the N.S.D.A.P., 1934-45; State Secretary in the Reich Ministry of Propa
ganda, 1937-45; indicted with other high Nazi officials at Nuremberg, 
November 5, 1947. 

DIMITROV, Georgi, Bulgarian Communist, one of the accused in the Reichstag 
Fire Trial but acquitted, 1933; Secretary General of the Comintern, 1935-
43; renounced Soviet citizenship and returned to Bulgaria, 1945; Prime 
Minister of People's Republic of Bulgaria, November 1946. 

DIRKSEN, Dr. Herbert von, German Ambassador in the Soviet Union, 1928-33, 
in Japan, 1933-38, and in Great Britain, May 3, 1938; in Berlin for con· 
sultation, March-May 1939; recalled to Berlin for consultation August 13, 
1939, and placed on the retired list at his own request shortly afterward. 

DRUFFEL, Dr. Ernst von, German Consul at Pressburg from 1932; became 
Consul General and Charge d'Affaires at Press burg, March 1939; Consul 
General at Trieste, July 1939. 

EDEN, Anthony, Conservative M.P. since 1923; Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, December 1935 until his resignation in February 1938; Secretary 
of State for Dominion Affairs, 1939-40; Secretary of State for War, 
January-December 1940; Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 1940-45. 

EISENLOHR, Ernst, German Minister in Greece, 1931-35; Minister in Czecho
slovakia, February 5, 1936; ordered to Berlin for consultation e. Septem
ber 16, 1938; Head of Economic Commission dealing with problems arising 
from the dissolution of the Czechoslovak State, 1939-40; retired after 1943. 

EPP, General of Infantry Franz Xaver, Ritter von, prominent early member of 
the N.S.D.A.P.; Reichsstatthalter (but not Gauleiter) of Bavaria, April10, 
1933-1945; Head of the Colonial Policy Office of the N.S.D.A.P.; appointed 
first Nazi Minister of Colonies, 1941; captured by U.S. forces, May 1945; 
died e. 1947. 

ERDMANNSDORFF, Otto von, German Counselor of Embassy in China and Japan, 
1928-33; Head of Far Eastern Department in the Foreign Ministry, 1934-
36; German Minister in Hungary, May 11, 1937-July 31, 1941; Ministeriaz.; 
dirigent and Deputy to Head of Political Department in the Foreign Min
istry, 1941-1943; indicted with other high Nazi officials at Nuremberg, 
November 5, 1947. 

EsTERHAZY, Count Janos, Leader of the Hungarian Minority in Czechoslovakia; 
Under Secretary of State for Hungarian Minorities in the Slovak Gov
ernment, 1938; deported to Russia early in 1945, 

FAUCHER, General Eugene, member of the French Military Mission in Prague 
from 1919, becoming its Head in 1926; resigned September 1938. 
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FAURE, Paul, Secretary General of the French Socialist Party; resigned 1938; 
Minister of State in the Blum Cabinet, March-April1938; member of the 
National Council, 1941-44. 

FIEBLINGEB, Zdenek, Czechoslovak Minister in the Soviet Union, October 7, 
1937-Mareh 16,1939, and 1941-42; Ambassador in the Soviet Union, 1942-
45; Prime Minister of Czechoslovak Republic, 1945-46; Deputy Prime 
Minister since 1946; Chairman of Social Democratic Party, 1945. 

FLANDIN, Pierre Etienne, Leader of the French Left Republican Party; Deputy 
from 1914; Prime Minister, November 1934-May 1935; Minister for For
eign Affairs, January-June 1936; Minister for Foreign Affairs in Petain 
Cabinet, December 1940-February 1941; sentenced to five years' "national 
indignity" for collaboration with Vichy regime, 1946. 

FORSTER, Albert, Gauleiter of. Danzig, October 1930, although still a Reich 
subject; reorganized Nazi Party there·; editor of Danziger Vorposten.; 
Gauleiter, ReU:h.sstatthalter, and Reich.sverteidigungskommissar of Dan
zig-Westpreussen, 1939-45; sentenced to death by a Warsaw Ccrurt, 
April 29, 1948. 

FRAN~I.s-PoNCET, Andre, French Amflassador in ·Germany, September 21, 
1931; Ambassador in Italy, November 18, 1938-June 10,1940; member of 
National Council, 1941; Controller General of the Press, 1942; arrested 
by Gestapo, 1943; liberated by Allies, May 1945; Special Envoy at General 
Koenig's headquarters, November 15,1948, also adviser on German affairs 
to the French Foreign Minister. 

FRANK, "Karl Hermann, elected Deputy of the Sudeten German Party to the 
Czech Parliament, May 1935; Deputy Leader of the Party, 1937; State 
Secretary with the Reich Protector, 1939-43; Chief of the SS and Police 
in the Protectorate ef Bohemia and Moravia, 1939-45; Minister of State 
with the rank of Reich Minister, August 1943-1945; captured by U.S. 
forces and handed over to Czechoslovak Government, August 1945; tried 
by a People's Court in Prag\le, sentenced to death May 21, 1946, and 

·publicly hanged May 22, 1946. 
FRANKE, Dr. Emil, Czech Minister of Education in the Hodza Cabinet; Mem

ber of National Socialist (Benes) Party. 
FRICK, Dr. Wilhelm, member of the Nazi Party from 1925; Nazi Minister of 

the Interior and of Education in 'l'huringia, January 1930-April 1931; 
Reich Minister of the Interior, January 30, 1933-August 20, 1943; Pro
tector of Bohemia and Moravia, August 20, 1943-1945; tried by Inter
national Military Tribunal at Nuremberg and condemned to death Octo
ber 1,1946; hanged October 16, 1946. 

FUNK, Dr. Walter, State Secretary in the Reich Ministry of Propaganda, 1933; 
Reich Minister of Economies, November 1937-45; President of the Reiehs
bank, 1939-45; tried by International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg 
and sentenced to life imprisonment, October 1, 1946. · 

GAMELIN, General Maurice Gustave, Chief of the French Army General Staff, 
1931-35; Vice President of the Conseil Superieur de Ia Guerre, January 
1935-1940; Allied Commander in Chief, September 1939-May 1940; ar
rested after French defeat and tried at Riom, 1942; transported to Ger
many, April1943; liberated by the Allies,1945. 

GEORGES, General Alphonse Jacques, Deputy Chief of the French General Staff, 
1935-39; Commander in Chief of the French Armies in the Northeast, 
1939-40; joined General Giraud, 1943; former member of French Com
mittee for National Liberation. 
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GOEBBELS, Dr. Josef, Reich Minister of Propaganda from March 14, 1933; 

Gauleiter and Reichst•erteidiaungskommissar for Berlin; Head of Berlin 
Municipal Administration from May 1944; Reich Plenipotentiary for Total 
War Effort from July 1944; committed suicide May 1945. · 

GoRING, Field Marshal Hermann Wilhelm, Nazi Party member of the Reichs· 
tag from 1928; President of the Reichstag from 1932; Prime Minister 
of Prussia and Reich Minister for Air from April 1933; appointed Com· 
mander in Chief of the Luftwaffe from May 1935; Commissioner for the 
Four-Year Plan, October 1936; Chairman of the War Cabinet and nomi· 
nated successor-designate to Hitler, September 1, 1939; tried by Interna· 
tional Military Tribunal at Nuremberg and condemned to death October 1, 
1946; committed suicide October 15, 1946. 

GRANDI, Count Dino, Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs; 1929-32; Ambassa· 
dor in Great Britain, August 3, 1933-0ctober 18, 1939; Minister of Justice 
and President of the Chamber of the Fasci and Corporations, 1939-43; 
involved in overthrow of Mussolini, 1943; tried in absentia and sentenced 
to death by Republican-Fascist Tribunal at Verona, January 10, 1944, 
having meanwhile fled to Portugal. 

GREISER, Arthur Karl, Nazi Vice President of the Danzig Senate and Senator 
for Home Affairs, June 1933; President of the Danzig Senate in succes· 
sion to Rauschning, November 28, 1934-September 1, 1939; Senator for 
Foreign Affairs, 1934, for Social Affairs, 1936-39; Reichsstatthalter and 
Gauleiter of W artheland, 1939-45; tried as a war criminal by the Polish 
Supreme National Tribunal, sentenced to death July 10, 1946, and pub· 
licly hanged at Poznan, July 21, 1946. 

GRITZBACH, Dr. Erich, Personal Assistant to Goring, 1933; Chief of Staff, 
Office of the Prime Minister of Prussia, and head of the Press De
partment for the Four-Year Plan,1936-45; appointed Ministerialdirektor, 
March 1938, 

HAJEK, Colonel, Czechoslovak Military Attache in Yugoslavia in the early 
thirties; apparently associated subsequently with the .Stribrny League 
(a semi-Fascist Czechoslovak organization) and dismissed from the Czech· 
oslovak General Staff in 1937. 

HALDER, General of Artillery Franz, Chief of the German Army General Staff, 
December 1938-0ctober 1942; arrested after attempt on Hitler's life 
July 20, 1944, although not a participant in it; found "not guilty" by a 
denazification court and acquitted, September 22, 1948. 

HALIFAX, Viscount, Edward Wood, Conservative M.P., 1910-25; Viceroy of 
India, 1926-31 ~.President of the Board of Education, 1932-35; Secretary 
of State for War, 1935; Lord Privy Seal, November 1931)..;May 1937; Lord 
President of the Council, 1937-38; Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
February 1938-December 1940; Ambassador in the United States, 1941-46; 
created Earl of Halifax, 1944. 

HAUSHOFER, Dr. Georg Albrecht, son of the authority on geopoliticsr former 
lecturer at the Hochschule fiir Politik, Berlin; had connections with 
Dienststelle Ribberdrop, though not a member of it; hanged after the 
abortive putsch of July 20, 1944. 

HAUSHOFER, Dr. Karl, Professor of Geography at Munich University, retired 
Major General; President of Society for Geopolitics; Publisher of the 
periodical Die Geopolitik; President of the German Academy in Munich; 
committed suicide March 1946. 
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HEEREN, Viktor von, German Minister in Yugoslavia October 28, 1933-April17, 
1941, then retired in disgrace. 

HENCKE, Andor, Legationssekreti.ir in German Foreign Ministry, 1929-33; 
Consul at Kiev, 1933-35; Counselor of Legation in Czechoslovakia, Novem
ber 12, 1936-March 16, 1939; Charge d'Affaires in Czechoslovakia after 
departure of Eisenlohr, the Minister, c. September 16~ 1938; Foreign 
Ministry's representative in Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, 1939; 
attached to Foreign Minister's Staff for special duties at outbreak of war; 
in control of Danish Foreign Ministry, April-November, 1940; represented 
Foreign Ministry on Franco-German Armistic Commission, 1940-41; at
tached to Embassy in Spain with the rank of Gesandter 1 Kl., July 12, 1943; 
appointed Ministerialdirektor and Head of Political Department in the 
Foreign Ministry with the title of Under State Secretary, July 31,1943. 

HENDERSON, Sir Nevile, British Minister in Yugoslavia, 1933-35; British Am
bassador in Argentina and Minister to Paraguay, 1935-37; Ambassador 
in Germany, April 30, 1937-September 3, 1939; died February 30, 1942. 

HENLEIN, Konrad, founded the Sudetendeutsche Heimatfront, September 30, 
1933, to replace banned Nazi Party in Czechoslovakia, renamed Sudeten 
German Party in 1935; formed Sudeten German Freikorps, September 
1938; appointed Reich Commissioner for Sudeten German territories, 
October 1, 1938; Gauleiter of the Sudetengau and Reichsstatthalter, May 1, 
1939; captured by the U.S. 7th Army, May 9, and committed suicide May 
10, 1945. . 

HERRIOT, toouARD, Deputy of the French Radical Socialist Party since 1919; 
Mayor of Lyons, 1905-41; Prime Minister and member of various Cabi
nets, 1916-36; President of the Chamber of Deputies, 1936-42; interned· 
by the Germans, 1942; elected political President of Radical Socialist Party, 
1945; elected President of National Assembly, January 21,1947. 

HESS, Rudolf, member of the Nazi Party from 1920; Chairman of Central 
Committee of Party from 1932; Hitler's Deputy, 1933-41; member of the 
Reichstagi Minister without Portfolio, 1933-41; member of the Secret 
Cabinet Council, 1938-41; flew to Britain and interned, 1941; tried by 
International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg and sentenced to life im· 

. prisonment, October 1, 1946. 
HEWEL, Walter, took part in the Munich putsch of November 8, 1923, and 

11hared Hitler's imprisonment in Landsberg Fortress; later in Dutch East 
Indies, returning to Germany 1936 or 1937, where he first worked in Aus
landsorganisation and then in Dienststelle Ribbentrop; Legationsrat, Chief 
of the Personal Staff of the Reich Foreign Minister and plenipotentiary 
of the Foreign Ministry with the Fuhrer from 1938; appointed Ambassador 
for special duties, 1943. 

HIMMLER, Heinrich, Reichsfiihrer-SS and Chief of the German Police from 
June 1936 with the rank of State Secretary in the Ministry of the In· 
terior; appointed Reich Commissar for the Consolidation of German 
Volkstum,1989; Reich and Prussian Minister of the Interior, August 1943; 
member of the Reichstag from 1930; appointed Commander in Chief of 
the Home Army, June 1944; committed suicide May 23, 1945. 

HITLER, Adolf; served in 1914-18 war; joined Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, Septem
ber 16, 1919; assumed leadership of NS Arbeiterpartei, July 1921; 
staged unsuccessful Munich putsch, November 8, 1923; imprisoned in 
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Landsberg fortress, January-December 1924; published Mein f(ampf, 
1925; unsuccessful candidate for German Presidency, 1932; Fuhrer and 
Chancellor of the German Reich from January 30, 1933; became Chief of 
State on death of Hindenburg, August 2, 1934; assumed command of 
Wehrmacht, February 4, 1938, and of the Army, December 1941; com
mitted suicide April 30, 1945. 

HLINKA, Monsignor Andrej, Leader of the Slovak People's Party; opposed the 
centralizing tendencies of the Czech Government and advocated Slovak 
autonomy on the basis of the Pittsburgh Agreement; entered Czech-German 
Coalition Government of §vehla, 1927, but resigned 1929; died August 1938. 

HOARE, Sir Samuel, Bart. Conservative M.P., 1910-44; Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 1935-36; First Lord of the Admiralty, 1936-37; Home 
Secretary, May 1937-September 1939; Secretary of State for Air, 1940; 
British Ambassador in Spain, May 24, 1940-1944; created Viscount Tem
plewood, 1944. 

HoDzA, Dr. Milan, Prime Minister of Czechoslovakia from November 6, 1935, 
to September 22, 1938; member of the Agrarian Party; came to England at 
outbreak of Second World War; Vice Chairman of Czechoslovak State 
Council in London, 1940; died in Florida, June 1944. 

HoR&BELISHA, Leslie, Liberal and Liberal National M.P., 1923-45; Secretary 
of State for War, May 1937-January 1940. 

HoRTHY DE NAGYBANYA, Mikl6s, Admiral in the Austro-Hungarian Navy, 
1914-18; elected Regent of Hungary, March 7, 1920; forced by Germans 
to resign October 16, 1944, and taken by them to Waldbichel near Munich; 
taken into custody by U.S. Forces, May 1945; released January 3, 1946. 

IMREDY, Dr. Bela, Hungarian Prime Minister, May 14, 1938-February 15, 1939; 
in Cabinet, 1944; tried by .special High Court in Budapest, found guilty 
of high treason, etc,, and hanged February 28, 1946. 

lNSKIP, Sir Thomas, Conservative M.P., 1931-39; Attorney General, 1928-29 
and 1932-36; Minister for Coordination of Defense, March 1936-January 
1939; Lord Chancellor, 1939-40; Dominions Secretary, 1940; created Vis
count Caldecote, 1939; Lord Chief Justice, 1940-46; died October 11,1947. 

JAKSCH, Wenzel, Deputy of German Social Democrat Party in Czechoslovak 
Parliament, 1929; became leader of Party on resignation of Ludwig Czech 
in 1938; in England during 1939-45 war. 

JEHLiliKA, Professor Dr. Frantisek, a Slovak autonomist leader living in Vienna 
and subsidized by the Hungarian Government. 

J ODL, Colonel General Alfred, Major and Lieutenant Colonel in the Operations 
Department of the German Army, 1932-35; Chief of the National Defense 
Section of the OKW, 1935-0ctober 1938; promoted Colonel, 1936; Artillery 
Commander of the 44th Division, Vienna and Brno, October 1938-Au
gust 27, 1939; Chief of the Operations Staff of the OKW, August 1939-
1945; promoted Major General 1939, General of Artillery 1940, Colonel 
General1944; tried by International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg and 
condemned to death October 1, 1946; hanged October 16, 1946. 

K.lNvA, Kalman, Hungarian Foreign Minister, 1933-November 16, 1938; life 
member of the Hungarian Upper House, 1938; President of the Commit
tee for Foreign Affairs of the Upper House; political friend of Count 
Bethlen; died at Sopron, 1946. 

'197664-49-vol, Il-1:! 
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KEITEL, General Wilhelm, Major General1934; Chief of the Weh.Tmachtsamt 
in the Reich War Ministry, October 1, 1935-February 4,1938; Chief of the 
OKW and member of the Secret Cabinet Council, February 4, 1938-1945; 
promoted General o! Artillery, February 4, 1938; member of Ministerial 
Council for the Defense of the Reich, August 30, 1939-1945; member of 
the Reich Defense Council, September 4, 1938-1945; promoted Field Mar
shal, July 19, 1940; tried by International Military Tribunal at Nurem
berg and sentenced to death, October 1, 1946; hanged October 16, 1946. 

KENNARD, Sir Howard, British Ambassador in Warsaw, January 14, 1935, 
until 1939; accredited to the Polish Government in exile until he retired 
in 1941. 

KEPPLER, Wilhelm, economic adviser to Hitler and the Party from 1932; Com
missioner for economic questions in the Reich Chancellery, July 1933; 
personal adviser to Goring as Commissioner for Four-Year Plan, 1936; by 
means of contacts with Seyss-lnquart prepared the way for the Anschluss; 
State SecretllrY for special duties in the Foreign Ministry, March 20, 
1938-1945; Reich Comissar in Vienna, March-June 1938; after his recall 
entrusted with tasks connected with German economic interests in Russia; 
special representative in Slovak affairs, 1939; Head of Reich Office for 
Geological Research from May 1, 1938; indicted with other high Nazi: 
officials at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

KERILLIS, Henri de, French politician and journalist; former editor of Epoque; 
Deputy; Director of the Centre de Propagande des Republicains N a
tionaux; representative of General de Gaulle in Ottawa, July 1940; de
prived of French citizenship and arrest ordered in his absence, 1940; 
later in New York. 

KoERNER, Paul, State Secretary and Permanent Deputy to Goring as Com
missioner for the Four-Year Plan, 1936-45; indicted with other high 
Nazi officials at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

KoRDT, Dr. Erich, Permanent Secretary of German Delegation to the League 
of Nations, 1933 j' Acting Consul General at Geneva, 1934; seconded to 

. Dienststelle Ribbentrop, 1934-36; Counselor in the Embassy in Great 
Britain, November 1936-February 1938; Head of Ribbentrop's Secre
tariat (Buro RAM), 1938-41; Minister in the Embassy in Japan, 1941-42; 
Minister in the Embassy in China, 1942-45. 

KoRDT, Theodor, elder brother of_ Erich Kordt; German Counselor of Embassy 
in Great Britain, 1938-September 3, 1939, where he acted as Charge d'Af
faires during the absence of Dirksen; Counselor of Legation in Switzer
land, 1939-45; later appointed Lecturer at Bonn University. 

KRAMAA, Dr. Karel, joint leader with Masaryk of the Czechoslovaks prior to 
1918; represented the new Republic at the Paris Peace Conference, 1919; 
First Prime Minister of Czechoslovakia; leader of the National Democrat 
Party; died in 1937. 

KREJ~I, General Ludvik, served in the Austrian Army; captured by the Rus
sians, 1917, and joined Czechoslovak Legion in Russia; promoted General, 
1923; appointed ·Chief of Czechoslovak General Staff in 1934, a position 
he still retained after the Munich Agreement. 

KROFT A, Dr. K•mil, Czechoslovak Foreign Minister in the Hodza Cabinet, 1936-
38; died .in..1946 as the result of rigors endured in a concentration camp 
during ·the 1939-45 war. 
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KUNDT, Dr. Ernst, in May 1935 elected Deputy of the Sudeten German Party 

and became chairman of the Party's Parliamentary Club; stood "close to 
Henlein; after Munich, spokesman of those Germans remaining in the 
Czech State; sentenced to death by a People's Court in Prague, December 
1946; executed February 1947. 

KONZWIZERSKf, Rudolf, member of the Czechoslovak Agrarian Party; ·Czecho
slovak Minister in Switzerland, 1932-37, in Austria, 1937-38. 

LAMMERS, Dr. Hans, State Secretary in the Reich Chancellery in January 1933; 
State Secretary and Chief of the Reich Chancellery, 1934-37; Reich Min
ister and Chief of the Reich Chancellery, November 1937-1945; member 
and Executive Secretary of the Secret Cabinet Council, February 1938-
1945, also of the Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich; in
dicted with other high Nazi officials at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

LAVAL, Pierre, member of numerous French Cabinets from i925; Independent 
Senator, 1927-40; Prime Minister, 1931-32; Foreign Minister in Dou
mergue and Flandin Cabinets, October 1934-May 1935; Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, June 1935-January 1936; Minister of State in 
Petain Cabinet, June 1940; Deputy Prime Minister, July 1940; Press, 
Propaganda, and Radio Censor, July-October 1940; Foreign Minister, 
October-December 1940; Head of Government, Minister for Foreign Af
fairs, Interior, Information, and Propaganda, April 1942-August 1944; 
taken to Germany September 1944; later fled to Spain, from which he was 
expelled; handed over to French authorities August 1, 1945, and shot 
October 15, 1945, having previously been condemned to death in absentia 
by Marseille Court. 

LEEPER, Reginald (Rex), Head of the News Department of the British Foreign 
Office in 1938; Acting Assistant Under Secretary of State, August 15, 
1940; Ambassador to GreP.k Government in Cairo, March 11, 1943; re
turned to Athens, October 1944; Ambassador in Argentina, May 3, 1946-
1948. 

LEITH-Ross, Sir Frederick, Chief Economic Adviser to the British Government 
from 1932; Chairman, Economic Committee of the League of Nations, 
1936-37; Director General of Ministry of Economic Warfare, 1939-42; 
Chairman of Inter-Allied Post-War Requirements Committee, 1941-43; 
Deputy Director General of United .Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration, 1944-45. 

LE RoND, General Henri, President of the Inter-Allied Plebiscite Commission 
in Upper Silesia from 1919 to 1923; prior to that, he had acted as military 
adviser to the French Delegation at the Paris Peace Conference; retired 
in 1926. 

LITVINOV, Maxim Maximovich, People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs in the 
Soviet Union, 1930-39; Ambassador in the United States and Minister 
to Cuba, 1941-43; Deputy Commissar for Foreign Affairs, 1943-46. 

LLOYD GEORGE, David, Liberal and Independent Liberal M.P., 1890-1945; :Prime 
Minister, 1916-22; created Earl Lloyd George of Dwyfor, January 1, 1945; 
died March 26,1945. 

LORENZ, SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Werner, Head of the Volksdeutsche Mittel
stelle, January 1937-1945; Head of the Foreign Relations Department of 
the Nazi Party on the Staff of the Fuhrer's Deputy; tried by International 
Military Tribunal at Nuremberg and sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment, 
March 10, 1948. 
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MAcDoNALD, Malcolm, son of James Ramsay .MacDonald; Labor and National 
Labor .M.P., 1929-45; Parliamentary Under Secretary, Dominions Office, 
1931-35; Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs, 1935-38 and 1938-39; 
Secretary of State for Colonies, 1935 and 1939-40; Minister of Health, 
1940-41; U.K. High Commissioner in Canada, 1941-46; Governor General 
of .Malayan Union and Singapore since 1946. 

MACHNIK, Frantisek, Czechoslovak Minister of Defense in Malypetr's third · 
Cabinet, 1935, and in Hodza Cabinet, 1935-38; member of the Agrarian 
Party; responsible for the- "Machnik Decree." (See Document No. 23.) 1 

MACKENSEN, Hans Georg von, son of Field .Marshal von .Mackensen; German 
.Minister in Hungary, September 30, 1933; State Secretary in the Foreign 
Ministry, Berlin, April 15, 1937; Ambassador in Italy, April 1, 1938-
September 8, 1943; died in hospital in Germany, 1947. 

MASARYK, Jan, son of President .Masaryk; Czechoslovak Minister in Great 
Britain, July 23, 1925; resigned at the time of the Munich Agreement; 
Foreign Minister in Czechoslovak Government in exile, 1940-45, and 
Deputy Prime Minister; returned to Prague as Foreign Minister, 1945, 
a post he retained in the Fierlinger and Gottwald Cabinets until his death 
by suicide, .March 10, 1948. 

MASARYK, Thomas, elected first President of the Czechoslovak Republic, No
vember 1918; reelected 1920, 1928, and 1934; resigned December 1935; 
died September 14, 1937. 

MASTNY, Dr. Vojtech, Czechoslovak Minister in Germany, 1932-39; after the 
establishment of the Protectorate he returned home, remained free during 
the 1939-45 war, and later lived in !!eclusion in Bohemia; now in protec
tive custody. 

MAURICE, .Major General Sir Frederick, retired from the British Army,1918; 
President of the British Legion, 1932-47. 

MAYER-HARTING, Dr. R., member of the German Clerical Party in Czechoslova
kia who changed to activism in 1925; Minister of Justice in avehla Cabinet 
of October 13, 1926-Decem,ber 8, 1929. 

MEISSNER, Dr. Alfred, Czechoslovak Social Democratic Minister of Justice 
in Urdzal's second Cabinet, 1929-32, and in Malypetr's first Cabinet; Min

. ister of Social Welfare in Malypetr's second Cabinet, 1934-35. 
MILCH, General Erhard, German Secretary of State for Air from February 

1933 as Honorary Colonel; in April1936 appointed to the Luftwaffe with 
rank of General; Inspector General of the Luftwaffe, February 1939; 
promoted Field Marshal, July 1940; prisoner of war, May 1945, and 
sentenced to life imprisonment by U.S. Military Tribunal, April 17, 1947 . 

.MoLTKE, Hans Adolf von, German Minister in Poland, March 5, 1931; Ambas
. sador, October 19, 1934-September 1, 1939 (absent from his post from 

August 9, 1939); appointed Ambassador in Spain, January 1, 1943; died 
there March 22, 1943. 

MORRISON, William Shepherd, Conservative M.P. since 1929; Minister of Agri
culture and Fisheries, November 1936-January 1939. 

MosciCKI, Ignacy, P.resident of Poland, Jun~ 1,1926-September 30, 1939; left 
Warsaw September 18, 1939, and then fled to Rumania; later allowed to 
proceed to Switzerland; died at Versoix near Geneva, October 2, 1946. 

MussoLINI, Benito, founder of the Italian Fascist Party; became Prime Min
ister Foreign Minister, and Minister of the Interior, October 30, 1922; 
Prirr:e Minister, Commander of the Armed Forces, 1938; resigned June 25, 
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1943, and imprisoned; rescued from captivity by Germans, September 12, 
1943; formed a Republican Fascist Government in Northern Italy, Sep
tember 15, 1943; captured and executed by Italian partisans, April 28, 
1945. 

NEURATH, Constantin, Baron von, German Ambassador in Italy, 1921-30, 
in Great Britain, 1930-32; Reich Foreign Minister, June 2, 1932-Febru
ary 4, 1938; Reich Minister and President of the Seeret .. Cabinet Council, 
February 4, 1938-May 1945; Reich Protector for Bohemia and Moravia, 
March 18, 1939-August 20, 1943, though actually on long leave from 
September 1941; member of the Reich Defense Council; tried by Inter
national Military Tribunal at Nuremberg and sentenced to 15 years' im
prisonment, October 1, 1946. 

NEWTON, Basil, British Counselor of Embassy in Germany,.1929-35; Minister 
in Germany, 1935-37; Minister in Czechoslovakia, March 5, 1937-May 25, 
1939; Ambassador in Iraq, 1939-41; employed in Foreign Office as Ambas
sador en diaponibilite from February 19, 1942, until he retired May 31, 1946. 

NICOLSON, Hon. Harold, British author and critic; member of the Diplomatic 
Service, 1909-29; National Labor M.P., 1935-45; Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Information, 1940. 

NoEL-BUXTON, Baron, Noel Edward Noel-Buxton, Liberal M.P., 1910-18; Labor 
M.P., 1922-30; Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, January-November 
1924, and 1929-30; created Baron, 1930. 

OGILVIE-FORBES, Sir George,. Acting Counselor of British Embassy in Iraq, 
1932-35; Counselor of Embassy in Spain, 193S.:.S7, in Germany, 1937-39; 
Charge d'Affaires in Germany, 1937, 1938, 1939; Counselor of Embassy 
in Norway, 1939-40; Minister in Cuba, 1940-44; Ambassador in Venezuela, 
1944-48. 

ORMESSON, Count Wladimir d', French political essayist, journalist, and diplo
mat; foreign political editor of Le Temps and Le Figaro; Ambassador to 
the Holy See, May-October 1940, in Argentina May 1945, and again to the 
Holy See since August 26, 1948. 

OsUSKt, Dr. atefan, Czechoslovak Minister in France, January 6, 1920-
March 16, 1939; member of Czechoslovak National Committee, 1939; Min
ister of State in Czechoslovak Government in exile and member of Na
tional Council, 1940-42. 

PAPEN, Franz von, Chancellor of the Reich, June-December 1932; Vice .Chan
celor of the Reich in the Hitler Cabinet, January 1933--July 1934; Pleni
potentiary for the Saar, November 1933-June 1934; German Ambassador 
on Special Mission in Vienna, August 16, 1934-Mareh 13, 1938; German 
Ambassador in Turkey, 1939-44; tried by International Military Tribunal 
at Nuremberg and acquitted, October 1, 1946. 

PAUL, Prince of Yugoslavia, Senior Regent of Yugoslavia during the minority' 
of King Peter II from October 9, 1934 to March 27, 1941, when the King 
assumed full sovereign powers; then fled to Greece and was handed over 
to the British and interned by them in Kenya for the remainder of the -
1939-45 war. 

PAUL-BoNcoua, Joseph, French Deputy from 1909; member of numerous Cabi~ 
nets from 1911 onward; Foreign Minister in the Blum Cabinet, March 13, 
1938-April 10, 1938. 

PERTH, Earl of, Sir Erie Drummond, Secretary General of the League of Na
tions, 1919-33; British Ambassador in Italy, October 26, 1933-May 1, 1939 • 
Di~eetor o! Foreign Publicity Department in the Foreign Office, 1939; 
Ch1ef AdVIser on Foreign Publicity in Ministry of Information, 1939-40. 
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PETO, Geoffrey, Conservative M.P., 1924-29 and 1931-35; Parliamentary Pri
vate Secretary to Lord Runciman as President of the Board of Trade, 
1931-35; a member of the Runciman Mission to Czechoslovakia, 1938. 

PETRESCU-COMNEN, Nicolae, Rumanian Minister in Germany, 1932-38: For
eign Minister, March-December 1938; Delegate to the League of Nations, 
1938; Ambassador to the Holy See, 1939-40. 

PHIPPS, Sir Erie, British Minister in Austria, 1928-33; Ambassador in Ger
many,1933-37, in France, April28,1937-0ctober 16, 1939; died August 13, 
1945. 

PILSUDSKI, Jozef, Polish Minister of War and Marshal of Poland from his 
coup d'etat, May 12-14, 1926, until his death, May 12, 1935; Prime Min
ister, October 1926-June 1928, and August-December 1930. 

POTEMKIN, Vladimir, Soviet Minister in Greece, 1929-32; Ambassador in Italy, 
1932-34, in France, 1934-37; Vice Commissar for Foreign Affairs, 1937-
40; Commissar for Education, R.S.F.S.R.,1940-46; died February 23,1946. 

RATZ, General Jeno, Hungarian Chief of the General Staff, 1936; Minister of 
Defense in the Imredy Cabinet, 1938, and resigned 1939; sentenced to 
death as a war criminal, e. end of 1945. 

REYNAUD, Paul, French Left Republican Alliance Deputy, 1928-40; Minister 
of Finance, March-August 1930; Minister for Colonies, January 1931-
February 1932; Vice President of the Council and Minister of Justice, 
February-May 1932; Minister of Justice in Daladier Cabinet, April
November 1938; Minister of Finance, November 1938-Mareh 1940; Prime 
Minister, March-June 1940; Foreign Minister, March-May 1940, and 
June 1940; Minister of National Defense, May 1940; imprisoned by Vichy 
Government, 1940; tried before the Court of Political Justice at Riom, 
1941; transported to Germany, 1943; liberated by U.S. 7th Army, 1945; 
member of Constituent Assembly, 1946; Minister of Finance and Eco
nomies in Marie Cabinet, July-September 1948. 

RIBBENTROP, Joachim von, joined Nazi movement in 1930; instrumental in 
bringing Papen and Hitler together in 1933; on Hitler's accession to power 
became his chief adviser on foreign affairs and set up the Dienststelle 
Ribbentrop; appointed Commissioner for Disarmament questions, April 
1934; Ambassador-at-large, June 1935-February 1938; Head of German 
Delegation to League of Nations in March 1936; Ambassador in Great 
Britain, October 1936, but spent most of the time in Berlin; Reich Foreign 
Minister, February 4, 1938-May 1945; tried by International Military 
Tribunal at Nuremberg and condemned to death, October 1, 1946; hanged 
October 16, 1946. 

RICHTHOFEN, Herbert, Baron von, German Minister in Denmark, 1930-35, in 
Belgium, 1936-38, in Bulgaria, 1939-41. 

RoosEVELT, Franklin Delano, President of the United States, March 1933, re
elected November 1936, November 1940, and November 1944; died April12, 
1945. 

RUNCIMAN, Viscount, Walter Runciman, Liberal and Liberal National M.P., 
1899-1937; President of the Board of Trade, 1931-37; created Viscount, 
1937; Bead of Mission to Czechoslovakia, 1938; Lord President of the 

_Qouncil, 1938-39. 
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RUTH A, Heinrich, one of the founders of the Kamer.udschaftsbund in 1926; 

Henlein's special envoy to many conferences, sometimes called ''Henlein's 
Foreign Minister"; arrested October 1937 and committed suicide shortly 
afterward while awaiting trial. 

SANDER, Professor Fritz, Professor of Law at the German University in 
Prague. 

SARGENT, Sir Orme, Assistant Under Secretary of State in the Foreign Office, 
1933; Deputy Under Secretary of State, 1939; Permanent Under Secretary 
of State, 1946--49. 

SCHMIDT, Guido, Austrian State Secretary for Foreign A:ffairs, July 1936; 
Minister for Foreign A:ffairs, February 15-March 12, 1938; tried for high 
treason and acquitted, June 12, 1947. 

SCHMIDT, Dr. Paul Otto, interpreter in the German Foreign Ministry from 
1923; Legationsrat 1st Class and official interpreter to the Foreign Min
ister and personal interpreter to Hitler from 1935; appointed Minister 
2d Class, 1938; Minister 1st Class, 1940. 

SCHMUNDT, Major, Hitler's Military Adjutant; as Chefad;utant der Wehr-• 
macht belonged to Hitler's closest entourage; promoted Lieutenant Colonel 
1938, Colonel 1939, Major General1941; Head of the Army Personnel De
partment; General of Infantry, 1944; died October 1, 1944, as a result of 
woundt received in the abortive putsch of July 20, 1944. 

SCHULENBURG, Friedrich Werner, Count von der, German Ambassador in Mos
cow, October 3, 1934-June 22, 1941; afterward on the sta:ff of Ribbentrop; 
executed after the abortive putsch of July 20, 1944. 

ScuuscHNIGG, Kurt von, Austrian Deputy, 1927; Minister of Justice in Buresch 
Cabinet, January-May 1932, and in Dollfuss Cabinet, May 1932-July 1934; 
also Minister of Education, September 1933-July 1934; Federal Chancellor, 
Minister of Defense, and Foreign Affairs, July 27, 1934-March 11, 1938, 
also Minister for Public Security from 1937; Leader of the Patriotic Front, 
May 1936-March 1938; arrested and imprisoned at the Anschluss; liberated 
by Allies, May 1945; now living in the United States. 

SCHWERIN VON KROSIGK, Lutz, Count, Reich Minister of Finance, 1932-45 i For
eign Minister under Donitz, May 1945; indicted with other high Nazi 
officials at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

SIDOR, Karel, one of the leading Deputies of Hlinka's autonomist Slovak People's 
Party; Slovak Prime Minister, March 1939; Slovak Minister to the Holy 
See, July 1939-1945. 

SIMON, Sir John, Liberal and Liberal National M.P., 1906--40; member of the 
Cabinet, 1913-16; Leader of the Liberal National Party, 1931-40; Secre
tary of State for Foreign A:ffairs, 1931-35; Home Secretary, 1935-37; 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 1937-40; created Viscount Simon, 1940; Lord 
Chancellor, 1940-45. 

SINCLAIR, Sir Archibald, Bart., Liberal M.P., 1922-45; Leader of Liberal Par
liamentary Party, 1935-1945; Secretary of State for Air, 1940-45. · 

SmovY, General Jan, Commander in Chief of Czech Legion during retreat 
from Siberia; former Chief of the Czech General Staff; Inspector General 
of the Czech Armed Forces in 1938; Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense in Cabinet of National Unity, September 22-December 1, 1938, and 
ad interim President to November 30, 1938; Minister of Defense in Beran 
Cabinet, December 1938-March 1939; tried by a Prague court and sen
tenced to 20 years' imprisonment, April 21, 1947. 
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SLAVIK, Dr. Juraj, Czechoslovak Minister in Warsaw, November 29, 1935-
March 16, 1939; former member of Agrarian Party. 

SPEARS, Major General Sir Edward, Conservative M.P., 1931-45; Chairman of 
Anglo-French Parliamentary Committee; Personal Liaison Officer between 
the British and the French Prime Ministers, 1940; Head of British Mission 
to General de Gaulle, July 1940; Head of Spears Mission in Syria and the 
Lebanon, July 1941; first Minister to the Republics of Syria and the 
Lebanon, 1942-44. 

SPINA, Dr. F., Leader of the German Agrarian Party in Czechoslovakia; 
changed to "activism" in 1925; Minister of Public Health in the Malypetr 
Cabinet, 1932--35. 

!RAMEK, Monsignor Jan, Deputy and Leader of the Catholic People's f'arty 
since the formation of the Czechoslovak Republic; Deputy Prime Minister, 
1926-29; in Cabinet uninterruptedly,1921-38;·Minister for Unification of 
Laws and Organization of Public Administration from 1932; escaped to 
England, 1939; Prime Minister of the Czechoslovak Government in exile, 
1940-45; Deputy Premier in Gottwald's first Cabinet, 1946; resigned from 
National Front, February 21, 1948; arrested March 21, 1948, while at
tempting to flee the country; released June 19, 1948. 

STALIN, Josif Vissarianovich, Marshal of the Soviet Union; Generalissimo, 
1945; General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party, member of the Politburo and Orgburo since 1922; Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, since 1941; 
Commissar of Defense,1941-46; Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, 
1943-46; Minister of the Armed Forces, 1946-47. 

STEED, Henry Wickham, British journalist and historian; foreign editor of 
The Times, 1914-18, and editor, 1919-22; Lecturer in Central European 
History at King's College, London, 1925-38. 

STOHRER, Dr. Eberhard von, German Minister in Egypt, 1927-35, in Rumania, 
1935-37; Ambassador in Spain, September 19, 1937-January 1~ 1943; 
died shortly after recall to Germany. 

STOYADINOVICH, Dr. Milan, Yugoslav Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, 
June 24, 1935-June 1939; interned at Rudnik, 1940; by agreement with 
British and Greek Governments sent to Athens, March 1941, and thence 
to internment in Mauritius. 

STRANG, William, Acting Counselor of Embassy in the Soviet Union, 1930, 
Counselor 1932--33; Counselor in the Foreign Office, 1933-39; accompanied 
Mr. Chamberlain to Berchtesgaden, Godesberg, and Munich, September 
1938; Acting Assistant Under Secretary of State, 1939-43; U.K. repre- · 
sentative with rank of Ambassador on European Advisory Commission, 
1943-45; Political Adviser to the Commander in Chief of the British zone 
of Germany, 1945-47; Joint Permanent Under Secretary of State (German 
Section of Foreign Office), 1947-49; Permanent Under Secretary of State 
since February 1949. · 

STRASSER, Dr. Otto, brother of Gregor Strasser; joined the Nazi Party, 1925; 
broke away in 1930 and founded a revolutionary wing of the Party; then 
became leader of the anti-Hitler Black Front; emigre editor of Die Deutsche 

-Revolution in Prague from 1934; fled to Ziirich, 1938; later to Paris, Lisbon, 
and South America; in Canada since April1941, 
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SucHY, Dr. Josef, member of the Directing Council (Fuhrungsrat) of the 

Sudeten German Party; a leader of the Sudeten German Wanderviigel, . 
who reorganized the movement in 1930. 

SWINTON, Viscount, Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister, Conservative M.P., 1918-35; 
President of the Board of Trade, 1922-23, 1924-29, and 1931; Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, 1931-35; created Viscount, 1935; Secretary of State 
for Air, 1935-38; Minister Resident in West Africa, 1942-44; Minister for 
Civil Aviation, 1944-45. · 

SzT6JAY, Major General Dome, Hungarian Military Attache in Germany, 
1928-32; of C~oat origin; about 1933 changed his name from Stoyakovie 
and entered the Hungarian Diplomatic Service; Hungarian ~inister in 
Germany, December 19, 1935-1944; Prime Minister of Hungary, March 9 
to end of August 1944; tried and sentenced to death by Special High Court 
in Budapest, March 22, 1946; executed by firing squad, August 24, 1~46. 

TlTlREscu, Dr. Gheorghe, Rumanian Prime Minister, January 1934-December 
1937; Minister of the Interior ad interim, February-December 1937; Dep
uty Prime Minister, February-March 1938; Ambassador in France, De
cember 20, 1938-September 7, 1939; Prime Minister, November 1939; 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, 1945-47. 

Tiso, Monsignor Josef, Deputy of the Slovak People's Party and its leader 
after Hlinka's death in August 1938; Minister of Health in the Czecho
slovak Government, 1927-29; Prime Minister of the autonomous Slovak -
Government, October 1938; with German aid proclaimed the independence 
of Slovakia March U, 1939, and elected its president, October 26, 1939; 
captured in Austria, May 22, 1945; tried and condemned to death for col
laboration with the Germans, April15, 1947, and hanged April18, 1947. 

TsCHUPPIK, Walter, Czechoslovak left-wing journalist; editor of Prager Tag
blatt, 1914; editor of SUddeutsche Sonntagspost, Munich, 1926-33; im-. 
prisoned March-November 1933, and after release went to Paris, then to 
Prague; founded own newspaper, Der Montag, in Prague, 1935; fled to 
Poland after German· seizure of Prague, later to England; managing 
director of European Correspondents Ltd., 1939-44; free lance journalist 
since 1944. 

V ANSITTART, Sir Robert, Permanent Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, 1930-38; Chief Diplomatic Adviser to the Foreign Secretary, 1938-
41; created Baron, 1941, 

VIERERBL, Dr. Karl, in 1933 chief editor of the Nazi newspaper Tag, "in Dux, 
· and founder of a Nazi news agency in Czechoslovakia; later chief editor 

of Egerer Zeitung and Die Zeit; subsequently an emigre in Germany and 
on the staff of the Viilkischer Beobachter as expert on Sudeten German 
Affairs. 

VoROSHILOV, Klement Efremovich, Marshal of the Soviet Union; People's Co:rn
missar for Defense, 1934-40; member of the Politburo; Chairman of the 
Allied Control Commission in Hungary, 1945-46; Deputy Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, since March 
1946. 

VUILLEMIN, General Joseph, Chief of the French Air Staff, February 22, 1938; 
G.O.C. French Air Force, 1939-40; escaped to England, 1943, and joined 
Fighting French under de Gaulle, 



1060 DOClT.:\1}~::-iTS OX GERllAN FOREIG:S POI-ICY 

WEizs.AcKEB, Ernst, Baron von, German Minister in Norway, 1931-33, in 
Switzerland, 1933-36; Head of the Political Department of the German 
Foreign Ministry, August 1936-March 1938; State Secretary, April 1, 
1938-April 1943; Ambassador to the Holy See, 1943--45; indicted with 
other high Nazi officials at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

WF.LCZECK, Johannes, Count von, German Ambassador in Spain, 1926-36, in 
France, April 30, 1936-September 3, 1939; en disponibilite from Janu
ary 30, 1940; retired 1944. 

WIEDEMANN, Captain Fritz, Hitler's company commander in the 1914-18 war; 
an early member of the Nazi Party; aide-de-camp to Hitler, 1935-39; 
worked with Papen against Schuschnigg, 1936-37; on unofficial diplomatic 
missions in the United States, late 1937 to early 1938; in London, July 
1938; Consul General at San Francisco from July 1940 until expelled 
June 1941; Consul General at Tientsin.- October 1941-May 1945; tried by 
German denazification court at Passau and fined 2,000 Deutsche Marks, 
November 17, 1948. 

WILSON, Sir Horace, Chief Industrial Adviser to His Majesty's Government, 
1930-39; seconded to the Treasury for service with the Prime Minister, 
1935-39; Official Head of His Majesty's Civil Service, 193~-42. 

WINTERTON, Earl, Edward Tumour, Conservative M.P. since 1904; Chan
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 1937-39; Deputy to Secretary of State 
for Air, March-May 1938; member of Cabinet, March 1938-January 1939. 

WoERMANN, Dr. Ernst, Gesandtschaftsrat in German Foreign Ministry, 1928-
30; attached to Legation in Austria, 1930-33; in Foreign Ministry, 1933-
36; Counselor of Emoassy in Great Britain, August 1936; Minister 1st 
Class there, May 1937-February 1938; Ministerialdirektor and Head of the 
Political Department of the Foreign Ministry with the title of Under 
State Secretary, March 1938-1943; Ambassador in China, 1943--45; in
dicted with other high Nazi officials at Nuremberg, November 5, 1947. 

WoHLTHAT, Helmut, joined Reicl\ Ministry for Economic Affairs, 1934; Min
fsterialdirektor in charge of foreign exchange questions, 1936; appointed 
by Goring to collaborate in Four-Year Plan, 1938; later on economic mis
sion in Spain and in charge of negotiations for German-Rumanian com
mercial treaty, March 1939; Commissioner for Netherlands Bank, 1940-41; 
headed German Economic Mission to Japan, 1943--44. 

YosHIDA, Shigeru, Japanese Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1928-30; Am
bassador in Italy, 1930-33, in Great Britain, June 26, 1936-November 4, 
1938; Foreign Minister in Shidehara Cabinet, 1945-46; Prime Minister, 
May 1946-May 1947, and since October 1948. 

ZAY, Jean, French Radical Socialist Minister of Education in the Blum Cabi
net, June 1936-1937, in the Chautemps Cabinets, June 1937-March 1938, 
Blum Cabinet, March-April1938, Daladier Cabinet, April 1938-September 
1939; left for Casablanca, June 1940; deprived of French citizenship, 1941; 
later murdered by Vichy .Militia. 

ZEITZLER, Lieutenant Colonel Kurt, Staff Officer of the OKW in 1938; Chief 
of Staff of Von Kleist's Panzer Army, 1940-41; promoted General and 
appointed Chief of the Army General Staff, October 1942; retired on 
grounds of ill health after the abortive putsch of July 20, 1944. 

ZERNATTO, Guido, General Secretary of the Austrian Fatherland Front and 
State Secretary for special duties in the Federal Chancellery, May 14, 
1936; Minister without Portfolio, February 15, 1938: escaped to America 
at the Anschluss. 



Appendix V 

GLOSSARY 
OF GERMAN TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

A.A., Auswii.rtiges Amt, q.v. 
Abgeordneter, deputy, e.g., of the 

Czechoslovak Parliament 
Abt., Abteilung, q.v., e.g., Abt. Pers., 

Abt. Recht, etc. 
Abteilung, department, section 
Abteilung Ausland, Foreign Section 

of the OKW; see Amtsgruppe Aus
landsnachrichten und Abwehr 

Abwehr, Counter-intelligence; see 
Amtsgruppe Auslandsnachrichten 
und Abwehr 

a.D., ausser Dienst, q.v. 
Adiutantur d. [es] FUhrers, Office of 

the Fuhrer's Adjutants 
Akten, documents, files 
Alte Reichskanzlei, Old Reich Chan

cellery; refers in general to docu
ments of this office of the pre-Nazi 
period 

Altreich, the Reich as it was, i.e., 
prior to the annexation of Austria 
and the Sudetenland; lit., Old Reich 

A.uerika-deutscher Volksbund, Ger
man-American Bund 

Amt, office 
Amtsgruppe, section of an OKH, 

OKW, RKM office (Amt) 
AmtsgruppeAuslandsnachrichten und 

Abwehr, the Intelligence Director
ate of the OKW 

Amtsrat, grade in the gehobener 
Dienst, q.v. 

Annuitii.t, annual class, i.e., of men 
called up for military service 

Anschluss, the annexation of Austria 
by Germany 

A.O., Auslandsorganisation, q.v. 
A.R., Amtsrat, q.v. 
Arbeitsdienst, labor service 
Archiv, archives 

Asservate, miscellaneous accessions . 
Assess., Assessor, q.v. 
Assessor, ·candidate for the hoherer 

Dienst (q.v.), who, having passed 
the Great State Examinatiol!
(grosse Staatspriifung), is serving 
for a probationary period of not 
less than 2 years in an administra· 
tive department prior to permanent 
appointment. See also Gerichts- · 
assessor and Regierungsassessor 

Att., Attache 
Att. Gr., Attache Gruppe, q.v. 
Attache Gruppe, subsection of 3d Sec-

tion of Army General Staff dealing 
with foreign military attaches 

Aufkl. Gruppe, Aufklarungsgruppe, 
q.v. 

Aufklarungsgruppe, Reconnaissance 
Gruppe in the Luftwaffe 

Auslandsnachrichten, foreign intelli
gence 

Auslandsorganisation, Foreign Or· 
ganization of the Nazi Party con· 
cemed with German nationals liv· 
ing abroad 

Auslandspropagandaleitstelle, Direc-
torate for Propaganda Abroad 

ausser Dienst, retired· 
Ausw. Amt, Auswii.rtiges Amt, q.v. 
Auswii.rtiges Amt, German Foreign 

Ministry 

b., bei, q.v. 
Beauftragte, commissioners 
bei, in, with; e.g., bei Abt. IV 
Berufskonsulat, Career Consulate 
Bevollmiichtigter (pl. Bevollmiichtig· 

te), plenipotentiary, commissioner, 
special delegate 
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Bezirkshauptmann (pl.-hauptleute), 
District Prefect 

Bezirkskommandant (Grenze), Dis-
trict Commander (Frontier) 

Bibl., Bibliothekar, q.v. 
BibL Insp., Bibliothekinspektor, q.v. 
Bibliothekar, librarian, grade in the 

gehobener Dienst, q.v. 
Bibliothekinspektor, grade in the ge

hobener Dienst, q.v.; lit., library 
inspector 

Botsehaftsrat, Counselor of Embassy; 
see hoherer Dienst 

Brigadefiihrer, SA, SS, NSFK., NSKK 
rank equivalent to Major General 

Bund der Landwirte, lit., Farmers' 
League, the German Agrarian 
Party in Czechoslovakia; cf, Land· 
bund 

Biirgermeister, mayor 
Biiro, office, bureau 
Biiro RAM, Office of the German For

eign Minister · 
B.Z. am Mittag, "Berliner Zeitung am 

Mittag," a Berlin newspaper 
Bz. Komm. (G), Bezirkskommandant 

(Grenze), q.v. 

Chef Auslandsorganisation im Apsw. 
Amt, Head of the Auslandsorgani
sation in the Foreign Ministry 

Chef Saehe, top secret, military 

DAZ, "Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung," 
:;. leading Berlin daily newspaper 

"Der Stiirmer," anti-Semitic weekly 
newspaper edited by Julius Strei· 
cher 

"'Deutsche diplomatiseh-politisehe 
Korrespondenz," the official organ 
of the German Foreign Ministry 

Deutsche Nationalsozialistische Ar
beiterpartei,. lit., German National 
Socialist Workers' Party, the origi
nal Nazi Party in. Czechoslovakia 
which dissolved itself to avoid be
in$ suppressed by the Govern
ment; it reappeared as the_Sudeten
deutsche Heimatfront (q.v.) in 
1933 and was renamed Sudeten
deutsche Partei in 1935 

Deutsches Naehriehtenbiiro, German 
News Agency, owned by the Minis
try of Propaganda 

Deutsche& Volkstum, Deutsehtum, a 
vague word embracing various 
meanings according to context, 
e.g., Germanism, German racial 
feeling, German racial element, ete. 

Dg. Pol., Dirigent der Politisch..:!n 
Abteilung, q.v. 

Dienststelle Ribbentrop, office of Rib
bentrop in his capacity as foreirn 
affairs adviser to Hitler; of de· 

·creasing importance after his ap
pointment as Foreign Minister 

Diktat, dictated settlement; used with 
reference to Treaty of Versailles 

DipL lng., Diplom.-lngenieur, q.v. 
Diplom.-lngenieur, engineer who J&as 

passed his final examinations •t a 
Technical College (Technischt! 
Hochschule) 

Dirigent der Politischen Abteilung, 
Deputy Head of the Political De
partment, i.e., in the German For
eign Ministry 

D NB, Deutsches N achrichtenbiiro, q.v. 
DNSAP, Deutsche Nationalsozialist

ische Arbeiterpartei, q.v. 
Dolmetscher, interpreter 
Durchfiihrungsgesetze, implementing 

laws 

Ehrengericht, court of honor 
"Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Fuhrer," 

"One Nation, one Reich, one Lead
t-r" 

e.o., ex officio; where this precedes 
the file number, it indicates a draft 
for which there are no preceding 
papers. Cf. zu 

(F), Femaufklarung, q.v. 
FA, Forschungsamt, q.v • . 
Fahrbereitschaft, Transport Section 
Fall "Griin," Operation "Green" 
Fall "'Rot," Operation "Red" 
Femaufklarung, long-distance recon-

naissance 
Fhr., Freiherr, q.v. 
Forschungsamt, Research Depart

ment 
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Freiheit der Weltanschauung, free

dom to profess any ideology 
Freiherr, Baron, but not really equiv

alent to that title in the British 
peerage 

Freikorps, illegal or terrorist military 
formations which first appeared in 
Germany after the 1914-18 war 

Frhr., Freiherr, q.v. 
Fri., Fraulein, Miss. 
Frontkiimpferbund, League of Ex-

servicemen 
FS, Fiihrungsstab, q.v. 
FUhrer, leader 
FUhrerbesprechung, conference, i.e., 

between leaders 
FUhrungsstab, (1) Operations Staff; 

(2) Executive Committee 
FUrst, Prince 

g, geheim, q.v. 
Gau (pl. Gaue), (1) natur!!-1 geo

graphical region or district; (2) 
largest territorial administrative 
unit of the Nazi Party, 43 in num
ber, including the Auslandsorgani
sation, which was the 43d. 

Gauamtsleiter, head of the Gau Office 
of a Nazi Party organization 

Gauhauptmann, head of the "self
administration" in a Reichsgau, be
low a Reichsstatthalter, q.v. 

Gauleiter, highest Nazi Party official 
in a Gau 

Gauverfassung, District constitution; 
i.e., on the basis of Gaue 

GebietsfUhrer, Hitler-Jugend rank 
equivalent to Major General 

geheim, secret 
Geheimalrten, secret documents 
· GeheimbUro, Office for secret . docu

ments, e.g., Pol. Geheim-Biiro 
geheime Kommandosache, top secret 

(military) 
geheime Reichssache, top secret 
Geheimer Kabinettsrat, Secret Cabi

net Council 
gehobener Dienst, the ''Upper Serv

ice" in the German Civil Service 
which comes between the mittlerer 
Dienst and the hi:iherer Dienst. 
This corresponds roughly to the 

Higher Clerical and Executive 
Classes in the British Civil Service. 
It contains the following four 
grades: (1) Inspektor,e.g., Technis-

. cher lnspektor, Bibliothekinspek
tor, Regierungsinspektor,. Verwalt
ungsinspektor, Konsulaissekretar 
(A.A.); (2) Oberinspektor, e.g., 
Regierungsoberinspektor, Verwalt
ungsoberinspektor, Regierungsob
errevisor, Konsulatssekretar I Kl. 
(A.A.); (3) Amtmann, e.g., Re
gierungsamtmann, Verwaltungs
amtmann, Kanzler (A.A.); Minis~ 
terialkanzleivorsteher; (4) Amts
xat (Hofrat until 1918) 

Generalkonsul, Consul General 
Generalstab des Heeres, Army Gen

eral Staff 
Gen. Kons., Generalkonsul, q.v • 

. Gen. Ksl., Generalkonsul, q.v. 
Gen. St. d.H., Generalstab des Heeres, 

q.v. 
Ger. Ass., Gerichtsassessor, q.v. 
Gerichtsassessor, Assessor (q.v.) who 

has specialized for the judiciary in 
his examinations, in contrast to a 
Regierungsassessor, q.v. ' 

Ges., Gesandter, q.v. 
Gesandter, Minister; see hi:iherer 

Dienst 
Gesandter I. Klasse, Minister 1st 

Class; see hi:iherer Dienst 
Gesandtschaftsrat, Counselor of Le

gation; see hi:iherer Dienst· 
Gesch. Akten, Geschiiftsakten, q.v. 
Geschaftsakten, documents of a gen

eral nature, as distinct from those 
kept in a private or personal file 

Geschwader, unit of the Luftwaffe 
consisting of 3 Grupp en. and 1 re
serve Gruppe; approximately equal 
to an R.A.F. Wing . .. 

Gewerbepartei, Traders' Party 
G.K., Generalkonsul, q.v: 
g. Kdos., geheime' Kommandosache, 

q.v. 
Gliederungen, branches, affiliated or

ganizations 
Graf, Count 
Grenzler, Frontiersmen 
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Grosses Bauptquartier, General Bead
quarters 

g. Rs., geheime Reichssache, q.11. 
Griinland, "Green" territory; refer

ring to "Fall Griin," q.11. 
Gruppe, (1) unit of the Luftwaffe 

consisting of 3-4 Staffeln, about 
30 aircraft; approximately equal 
to an R.A.F. Squadron; (2) group, 
department; (3) SS formation 
equivalent to Army Corps; (4) po
litical group 

Gruppenfiihrer, SS, NSFK, NSKK 
rank equivalent to Lieutenant Gen
eral 

Bandakten, special personal files 
Bandakten von versch. Direktoren u. 

Dirigenten der Abteilungen, special 
personal files belonging to various 
directors and deputy heads of de
partments 

. Bandelspolitik, commercial policy 
Bandelspolitische Abteilung, Eco

nomic Policy Department of the 
Foreign Ministry; renamed Wirt
schaftspolitische Abteilung (q.11.) 
between March and June 1938 

Ba. Pol., Handelspolitik, Handelspo-
litische Abteilung, q.11. • 

Bilfsarb., Hilfsarbeiter, q.11. 
Hilfsarbeiter, temporary assistant 
Historisches Referat, historical sec-

tion 
Hitler-Iugencl, Bitler Youth, the 

Nazi Youth Organization 
H.I., Hitler-Jugend, q.11. 
Bochschule fiir Politik, College of Po

litical Science 
Hofrat; (1) high grade in the Aus

trian Imperial Civil Service. No 
new Hofrii.te were appointed after 
1918; (2) pre-1918 grade in the 
gehobener Dienst of the German 
Civil Service superseded by Amts
rat, q.11. 

hiiherer Dienst, the "Higher Service" 
in the German Civil Service which 
corresponds to the Administrative 
Class in the British Civil Service, 
though the functions of certain 
lower grades may be more execu-

tive than administrative. It con
tains the following six grades in 
ascending order of rank: (1) Re
gierungsrat, Bibliothekar, Ge
sandtschaftsrat (A.A.), Konsul 
(A.A.), Legationsrat (A.A.), Vize
konsul (A.A.); (2) Oberregierungs
rat, Oberregierungsrat as Minis
terialbiirodirektor, Gesandtschafts
rat I. Kl. (A.A.), Konsul I. Kl. 
(A.A.), Legationsrat I. Kl. (A.A.); 
(3) Ministerialrat, Botschaftsrat 
(A.A.), Generalkonsul (A.A.) ge
sandter (A.A.); ( 4) Ministerialdiri
gent, Generalkonsul I. Kl. (A.A.), 
Gesandter I. Kl. (A.A.); (5) Minis
terialdirektor, Gesandter I. Kl. as 
Head of a Mission (A.A.); (6) 
Staatssekretiir, Botschafter (A.A.) 

H.R., Hofrat, q.11. 

i.A., im Auftrag, q.11. 
. lbero-Amerikan[isches] Institut, 

Latin-American Institute, founded 
in Berlin in 1929 to further rela
tions with Latin America and in
terest in its languages, culture, etc. 
During the Nazi period the institute 
extended its activities to Spain and 
Portugal 

im Auftrag, when preceding a signa
ture it signifies that the document 
is signed by an official on behalf of 
another of higher rank 

Infanterie-Regiment, Infantry Regi-
ment 

lng., lngenieur, q.11. 
lngenieur, engineer 
Insp., lnspektor, q.11. 
Inspektor, grade in the gehobener 

Dienst, q.11. 
Institut fiir olfentliches Recht und 

Volkerrecht, Institute for Public 
and International Law 

I.R., Infanterie-Regiment, q.11. 
i.V., in Vertretung, q.11. 
in Vertretung, signifies (1) that a 

person is deputizing for another, or 
(2) that a person is signing a docu
ment on behalf of another; often 
corresponds to the English term 
"acting'' 
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K., Konsul, q.v. 
Kameradschaftsbuncl, lit., League of 

Comrades, used of the semi~clan
destine Youth Organization of Su
deten German Natiomdists founded 
in 1926 

Kampfgesehwader, Bomber Geschwa
der 

Kanzlei, department dealing with cor
respondence, typing, verification of 
documents, etc., corresponding to 
the Archives Department in the 
British. Foreign Office and the 
Chancery in a diplomatic mission 
abroad 

Kanzlei-Offizial, grade in the Aus
trian Civil Service 

Kanzl. Offizial, Kanzlei-Offizial, q.v. 
Kanzler, archivist, head of a Kanzlei 

(q.v.) in a mission abroad; grade 
in the gehobener Dienst 

Kapitanleutnant, rank in the German 
Navy equivalent to Lieutenant in 
the Royal Navy 

Kataster, National Register (of land 
for purposes of taxation) 

K. Geschwader, Kampfgeschwader, 
q.v. 

Kommissionen, commissions 
llonferenzen, conferences 
ICons., Konsul, q.v. 
Konsul, Consul; see also hoherer 

Dienst 
llonsulatssekretar, grade in gehobe

ner Dienst, q.v. 
Kraft dureh Freude, Strength through 

Joy; recreational organization of 
the Labor Front 

Kreis, (1) urban or rural government 
district forming part of a province; 
(2) territorial administrative unit 
of the Nazi Party forming part of 
a Gau; this may or may not coin
cide with (1) 

llriegsmarine, German Navy 
ll.S., Konsulatssekretar, q.v. 
Kult, Kulturpolitische Abteilung, q.v. 
Kulturpolitische Abteilung, Cultural 

Policy Department of the Foreign 
Ministry 

Kzler., Kanzler, q.v. 

Land, one of the Federal States of 
Germany, e.g., Bavaria, Baden 

Landbund, Agrarian League, alterna
tive name for Bund der Landwirte, 
q.v. 

Liinderabteilungen, departments deal
ing with particular countries 

Landesinsp., Landesinspektor, q.v. 
Landesinspektor, grade in the gehobe

ner Dienst serving in provincial ad
ministration 

Landtag, Provincial Diet 
Legationskasse, accounts division of 

the Foreign Ministry 
Legationsrat, Counselor of Legation; 

see hoherer Dienst 
Legationsrat I. Kl., Counselor of Le

gation 1st Class; see hoherer Dienst 
Legationssekretar, Secretary of Le

gation; see hoherer Dienst 
Leg. Rat., Legationsrat, q.v. 
Leibstandarte, special bodyguard for 

the Fiihrer 
L.R., Legationsrat, q.v. 
L.R. I. Kl., Legationsrat I. Kl., q.v. 
L.S., Legationssekretiir, q.v. 
Luftgao, Luftwaffe administrative 

district corresponding to Army 
Wehrkreis 

Luftkreis, pre-1939 Luftwaffe dis
trict. Cf. Wehrkreis 

Luftwaffe, German Air Force 

Maschinengewehr-Batterie, machine
gun battery 

M.B. Dir., Ministerialbiirodirektor, 
q.v. 

M.G. Batt., Maschinengewehr-Batte· 
rie, q.v. 

Min. Dgt., Ministerialdirigent, q.v. 
Min. Dir., Ministerialdirektor, q.v. 
Ministerialbiirodirektor, grade in the 

hoherer Dienst (q.v.), equivalent to 
head clerk • 

Ministerialdirektor, grade in the ho
herer Dienst (q.v.); usually head of 
a department in a Ministry, rough· 
ly equivalent to Assistant Secretary 
in the British Civil Service 

Ministerialdirigent, grade in the hO
herer Dienst ( q.v.); usually head of 
a sub-department 
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Ministerialkanzleiobersekretir, grade 
in the mittlerer Dienst (q.v.), serv~ 
ing in the Kanzlei of a Ministry 

!tlinisterialkanzleisekretir, gtade in 
the mittlerer Dienst (q.v.), serving 
in the Kanzlei of a Ministry 

· Ministerialkanzleivorsteher, grade in 
the gehobener Dienst (q.v.); head 
of the Kanzlei in a Ministry · 

Ministerialrat, grade in the hoherer 
Dienst (q.v.); usually head of a sec~ 
tion (Referent), roughly equivalent 
to Principal in the British Civil 
Service 

Min. Rat, Ministerialrat, q.v. 
Missionen, missions, i.e., diplomatic 

missions abroad 
mittlerer Dienst, the "Intermediate 

Service" of the German Civil Serv~ 
ice, which corresponds to the Cieri~ 
cal Class in the British Civil Serv
ice. It contains the following three · 
grades: (1) Assistent, e.g., Regier
ungsassistent, V erwaltungsassist~ 
ent; (2) Sekretar, e.g., Regier
ungssekretii.r, Verwaltungssekr~ 
tar, Kanzleivorsteher, Ministerial
kanzleisekretii.r; (3) Obersekretar, 
e.g., Regierungsobersekretar, Ver~ 
waltungsobersekretii.r, Ministerial· 
kanzleiobersekretar 

1\I.Kzi.O.S., Ministerialkanzleiobe.rse
kretar, q.v, 

M.Kzl.S., Ministerialkanzleisekretar, 
q.v. 

N achlass (pl. N achlii.sse), documents 
or tiles taken over from defunct sec· 
tions or former officials 

Nachricbten- und Presse-Abteilung, 
Information and Press Department 
of the German Foreign Ministry 

Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Ar-
. beit~rpartei, National Socialist 

German Workers' Party, the full 
title of the Nazi Party 

N ationalsozialistischer Dozenten
bund, National Socialist University 
Lecturers' League 

N ationalsozialistische Fliegerkorps, 
National Socialist Flying Corj>s 

N ationalsozialistische Frauenschaft, 
National Socialist Women's League 

Nationalsozialistiches Kraftfahrer
korps, National Socialist Motor 

· Transport Corps 
Nationalsozialistischer Studenten

bund, N a tiona) Socialist Students' 
League 

Neue Reichskanzlei, New Reich Chan
. cellery; refers in general to docu~ 
ments from this office after Hitler's 
accession to power 

Nichtberufskonsulat (pl • ...e), 'Non
c·areer Consulate 

N.P., N achrichten- und Press~Abteil
ung, q.v. 

N. S.D. A. P., N ationalsozialistische 
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, q.v. 

NSFK, Nationalsozialistisches Flie
gerkorps, q.v. 

NSKK, Nationalsozialistisches Kraft
fahrerkorps, q.v. 

Oberbotenmeister, grade in the mit
tlerer Dienst (q.v.) between Sekre
tii.r and Obersekretar; head of the 
office-keepers in a Ministry 

Oberfiihrer, SA, SS, NSFK, NSKK 
rank approximately equivalent to 
Colonel 

Obergruppenfiihrer, SA, SS, NSFK, 
NSKK rank approximately equiva
lent to General 

Oberinspektor, grade in the gehobe· 
ner Dienst, q.v. 

Oberkommando des Heeres, Supreme 
Command of the Army; Supreme 
Headquarters of the Army 

Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, Su· 
preme Command of the Wehr· 
macht; Supreme Headquarters of 
the Wehrmacht 

Oberregierungsrat, grade in the ho~ 
herer Dienst, q.v • 

O.I., Oberinspektor, q.v. 
Oesterreichische Bundesjugend, Aus

trian Federal Youth Movement 
OKH, Oberkommando des Heeres, q.v. 
OKW, Oberkommando der Wehr· 

macht, q.v. 
O.R.R;, Oberregierungsrat, q.v. 
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P, Presse-Abteilung, q.v. 
Partei, Party, in particular the Nazi 

Party 
Parteidienststellen, Party agencies, 

Party offices 
Pers., Personal· und Haushalts-Ab

teilung, q.v. · 
Personal- und Haushalts-Abteilung, 

Personnel and Budget Department 
of the Foreign Ministry 

Pol., Politische Abteilung, q.v. 
Politische Abteilung, Political De

partment of the Foreign Ministry; 
subdivided according to geographi
cal areas, each designated by a 
Roman numeral, e.g., Pol. IV (see 
Appendix II) 

PoL Archiv, Politisches Archiv, q.v. 
Polit. Archiv, Politisches Archiv, q.v. 
Politisches Archiv, Political Archives 

of the Foreign Ministry 
Priisidialkanzlei, Chancellery of the 

President of the Reich, attached to 
Hitler as Head of the State in 1934 

Presse, Press 
Presse-Abteilung, News or Press De-

partment 
Pressebeirat, Press Attache/ Adviser 
Promi, Propagandaministerium, q.v. 
Propagandaministerium, Ministry of 

Propaganda 
Protokoll,. Protocol Department, in 

the Foreign Ministry 

Qu, Quirinal; thus "Rom (Qu)" in ad
dresses to distinguish the German 
Embassy to the Kingdom of Italy 
from that to the Holy See 

R, Rechtsabteilung, q.v. 
RAD, Reichsarbeitsdienst, q.v. 
RAM, Reichsaussenminister, q.v. 
R. Amtm., Regierungsamtmann, q.v. 
Rb. Dir., Reichsbankdirektor, q.v. 
Rechn. R., Rechnungsrat; q.v. 
Rechnungsrat, pre-1918 Civil Service 

grade equivalent to Amtsrat 
Recht, as in Abt. Recht, Rechtsabteil· 

ung, q.v. 
Rechtsabteilung, Legal Department, 

in the German Foreign Ministry 

Ref., Referat, Referent, q.v. 
Referat, section or office; this may 

deal with a country or group· of 
countries or else with some specific 
subject or subjects 

· Referat Pers., see Personal- 11nd 
Haushalts-Abteilung 

Referent, according to context: (1) 
head of a section (Referat); (2) 
personal assistant (personlicher 
Referent) to the head of a depart
ment (Abteilungsleiter); (3) spe· 
cialist or expert for a particular 
country or subject; 1it., reporter; 
(4) responsible official 

Regierungsamtmann, grade in the 
gehobener Dienst, q.v. 

Regierungsassessor, Assessor (q.v.) 
who has specialized in general ad
ministrative duties, as distinct from 
Gerichtsassessor, q.v. 

Regierungsinspektor, grade in the ge
hobener Dienst, q.v. 

Regierungsoberinspektor, grade in 
the gehobener Dienst, q.v. 

Regierungsoberrevisor, grade in the 
gehobener Dienst (q.11.); auditor, 
accountant 

Regierungsrat, gra~e in the hoherer 
Dienst, q.v. 

Reich, the German Reich, Germany 
Reichsangehoriger, Reich subject 
Reichsarbeitsdienst, Reich Labor 

Service 
Reichsaussenminister, Reich Foreign 

Minister 
Reichsbank, German N atiomll. Bank, 

(founded 1875, reorganized 1924, 
came under direct control of the 
Fiihrer June 15, 1939) 

Reichsbankdirektor, 'Director of the 
Reichsbank 

Reichsdeutsche, lit., Reich-Germans, 
i.e., those Germans who are Reich 
subjects but are living outside the 
frontiers of the Reich; cf. Volks· 
deutsche 

Reichsemiihrungsministerium, Reich 
Food Ministry 

Reichsfinanzministerium, Reich Min
istry of Finance 
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Reichsfiihrer-SS, Commander in Chief 
of the SS (i.e., Himmler); equiva
lent in rank to Field Marshal 

Reichsgau, administrative area 
(mainly in annexed territories) di
rectly under the Central Reich Au
thorities, e.g., Sudetenland, Danzig· 
Westpreussen 

Reichsgesetzblatt, "Reich Law Ga
zette"; official publication of the 
Reich Ministry of the Interior giv· 
ing the text of new laws, decrees, 
and regulations 

Reichsgruppe Bank en, one of the Nazi 
economic organizations, successor 
to the pre-1933 Central Association 
of the Banking Trade 

Reichskanzlei, Reich Chancellery; see 
also Alte Reichskanzlei . and Neue 
Reichskanzlei 

Reichskanzler, Reich Chancellor 
Reichskom., Reichskommissar, q.v. 
Reichskommissar, Reich Commission· 

er, e.g., for Ukraine 
Reichskreditgesellschaft, bank found

ed by the Reich Government in 1919 
with public ownership of its shares 

Reichskriegsministerium, Reich War 
Ministry 

Reichsminister, Reich Minister; any 
member of the Reich Cabinet, but 
in Foreign Ministry documents 
usually denotes the Reich Foreign 
Minister 

Reichspriisidialrat, Councillor in the 
Priisidialkanzlei, q.v. 

Reichsstatthalter, lit., Reich Govern
or; representative of the Reich 
Government in a Land (q.v.) or 
Reichsgau (q.v.) controlling its en
tire administration (with one ex
ception all are also Nazi Party Gau
leiter) 

Reichsverteidigungskommissar, Reich 
Commissioner for Defense 

Reitersturm, Mounted ~turm, q.v. 
REM, Reichsernahrungsministerium, 

q.v. 
Rep.,Reparationen, q.v. 
Reparationen, reparations . 
Restakten, remainder of documents 

RFM, Reichsfinanzministerium, q.v. 
R.I., Regierungsinspektor, q.v. 
Richtlinien, guiding principles, direc-

tions for 
Ritter von, imperial title of nobility 

equivalent to knight 
RKM, Reichskriegsministerium, q.v. 
Rill. Reichsminister, q.v. 
R.O.I., Regierungsoberinspektor, q.v. 
R.O.Rev., R~gierungsoberrevisor, q.v. 
Rote Wehr, Red Defense Force, Red 

Guard, Red Militia 
Rotspanien, Red Spain, i.e., Republi

can Spain 
R.R., Regierungsrat, q.v. 
Russland Gremium, Special Commit

tee on Russia 

SA, Sturmabteilung, q.v. 
Scharfiihrer, SS rank equivalent to 

Lance-sergeant; SA, NSFK, NSKK 
rank equivalent to Sergeant 

Sehiffahrt, navigation 
Schiffahrtswesen, shipping 
Schutzstaffel, Nazi Black Guards, or 

BodyGuards 
Schwarze Front, Black Front, anti

Nazi organization founded by Otto 
Strasser 

SdP., Sudetendeutsche Partei, q. v. 
SHF, Sudetendeutsche Heimat Front, 

q.v. 
sogen., sogenannt, q.v. 
sogenannt, so-called 
Sonder, as a prefix means "special" 

e.g., Sonderabteilung, Sonderrefe
rat 

Sopade, Sozialdemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands, q.v. 

Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutsch
lands, Social Democratic Party of 
Germany 

Sprecher, speaker, e.g., in a Parlia
ment 

SS, Schutzstaffel, q.v. 
Staatssekretiir, State Secretary; the 

Permanent Head of a Reich Minis
try; equivalent to Permanent Un
der Secretary of State in the Brit
ish Civil Service; see hiiherer Dienst 



APPENDIX V 1069 
Stabsfiihrer, see Stabsleiter 
Stabsleiter, personal assistant to the 

Head of one of the Central Depart
ments of the Nazi Party 

Stafel, (1) echelon; (2) part of a 
Luftwaffe Gruppe, usually 9-12 air
craft 

Standarte, SS formation approxi
mately equivalent to a regiment 

Standartenfiihrer, SA, SS,! NSFK 
rank approximately equivalent to 
Colonel ! 

St.S, Staatssekretii.r, q.v. I 
Sturm, SA, SS, NSFK, NS~ forma

tion equivalent to an army company 
Sturmabteilung, assault detaehment, 

i.e., Nazi Storm Troops !(Brown 

Shirts) f. Sturzkampfgruppe, Dive- omber 
gruppe 

St;~ Gruppe, Sturzkamp~g_ruppe, 

StzKpf. Gruppe, Sturzkamp gruppe, 
~~ . 

Sudetendeutseher Heimatb~d, Su
deten German Homeland ague 

Sudetendeutsche Heimatfron , Sude
ten German Homeland Fropi 

· Sudetendeutsehe Partei, Sudeten Ger-
man Party / 

Sudetenliga, Sudeten League. 
I , 

Tagebuch, daily register o~ corre-
, spondence 1 

Technischer lnspektor, grade in the 
I gehobener Dienst (q.v.);: official 
supervising heating, lighting, etc., 
in a government office 

Techn. Insp., Technischer lnspektor, 
q.'ll. : 

Tgb., Tagebucb, q.v. 
Tumverbande, gymnastic or athletic 

associations 

u., und, q.11. 
und, and 
Unterstaatssekretiir, Under State 

Secretary; the Acting Pe~1.:tanent 
Head of a Reich Ministry, slightly 
lower in rank. than a Permanent 
Under Secretary of State in the 
British Civil Service 

Untersturmfiihrer, SS rank equiva
lent to lieutenant 

U.St.S., Unterstaatssekretar, q.v. 

v., von 
V.B., "Volkischer Beobachter," the 

principal daily newspaper of the 
Nazi Party 

Vbd., Volkerbund, q.v. 
V .D.A., Volksbund fiir das Deutsch

tum im Ausland, q.v. Before 1933: 
Verein fiir das Deutschtum im Aus
land 

V .D.M.St., Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle, 
q.v. 

Verfassungsgerieht, Special Court of· 
Appeal 

V erkehrsangelegenheiten, matters 
connected with transport 

Verreehnungskasse, Clearing Office 
Versch., V.erschiedene, q.v. 
V erschiedene, various 
Verschluss (Sache), to be kept in the 

safe 
Vertrag (pl. Vertrii.ge), treaty 
Vertrauensmann, confidential agent 
Verwaltungsassistent, grade in the 

mittlerer Dienst, q.v. 
Verw. Assist., Verwaltungsassistent, 

q.v. 
Verw. Assistent, Verwaltungsassis

tent, q.v. 
Vizekonsul, Vice Consul 
V.L.R., Vortragender Legationsrat, 

q.v. 
V-Mann, Vertrauensmann, q.v. 
Volkerbund, League of Nations· 
Volksbund fiir das "Deutschtum im 

Ausland, National League for. Ger
manism Abroad 

Volksdeutsche, lit., Racial Germans, 
i.e., persons of German race living 
outside the frontiers of the ~eich 
and who are not Reich subjects; cf. 
Reichsdeutsche 

Volksdeutsche Kameradschaft, So
ciety of Non-German Subjects of 
German Origin 

V olksdeutsche Mittelstelle, Central 
Agency for the Resettlement and 
Repatriation of Racial Germans 
(Volksdeutsche). Entrusted by Hit-



1070 DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY 

ler with centralized direction of 
and unified control over all Racial 
German and frontier questions, 
German minorities outside and for
eign minorities within the German 
frontier. Formed as the "Biiro von 
Kursell" in 1936, it was renamed 
and placed under the direction of 
SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Lorenz in 
1937, and in 1940 came under the 
direction of Himmler as Reich Com
missioner for the Consolidation of 
the German Race (Reichskommis
sar fiir die Festigung Deutschen 
Volkstums) 

Volksgruppe, racial group 
Volksschutzgesetze, laws for the 

protection of racial minorities 
Volksvertretung, Popular Assembly 
Vomi, Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle, tJ.11. 
von, of 
Vorarbeiten f[iir] d[ie] Friedens

schliisse, preliminary work for the 
peace treaties 

Vortragender Legationsrat, grade in 
the hoherer Dienst, (q.v.); Foreign 
Ministry equivalent to Ministerial
rat; usually head of a sktion in 
the Foreign Ministry 

W, Wirtschaftspolitische Abteilung, 
q.v. 

W ehrkreis, Military district which is 
the basis for recruiting· and draft
ing for the Wehrmacht 

Wehrmacht, Armed Forces 

Wehrmaeht • Naehrichtenverbindung, 
Armed Forces Signals (Communi· 
cation) 

Wehrmachts~&mt, Armed Forces Office 
in the War Ministry 

Welfenfonds, Guelph Fund; fortune 
belonging to King George V of 
Hanover, seized by Prussia when h~ 
was dethroned in 1866 

Weltkrieg, World War I 
"Westdeutscher Beobaehter," Nazi 

daily newspaper published in Co
logne 

Wirkl. A.R., Wirklicher Amtsrat, q.11. 
Wirklieher Amtsrat, pre-1918 desig

nation to distinguish "actual" from 
titular Amtsrat 1 

Wirtschaftsakten, documents relating: 
to economic matters \ 

Wirtschaftspolitische Abteilung, Eco-· 
nomic Policy Department; cf. Ha~· 
delspolitische Abteilung I 

wissensch. Hilfsarbeiter, wissen · 
· chaftlicher Hilfsarbeiter, q.v. 

wissenschaftlicher Hilfsarbeiter, N· 
search assistant 

z.D., zur Dienstverwendung, zur Dis· 
position, q.v. 

zu, to, in connection with; where this 
precedes the tile number it indicates 
that the previous papers on the 
subject have this file number 

zur Dienstverwendung, in temporar! 
unemployment, en disponibilite 

zur Disposition, in temporary unem•1 
ployment, en disponibilite 

'ti'u. s. GOVEROMrOT ,RINfiO$ OI'FICit IHt-797664 
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Appendix VII 

Map Illustrating the Munich 
Agreement of September 29, 1938 

(Document No. 675) 

Territory to be occupied by Ger
man troops from October 1 onward 

•sCHWEIDNitZ 

MAP2 

I 

(Editors' Note : Thi• map iB reproduced 
from the White Book (1938, No. I) en-
trtled for the Solution of 
the German Question ," pub-
hshed German Foreign Ministry .] 
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/1.1rr.S.O. has also published 

DOCUl\iENTS ON 
J1RITISH FOREIGN POLICY 1919-39 

In 1944 His Majesty's Government authorized the publication of a 
ml1ection of the most important documents from the archives of the 
Foreign Office on British Foreign Policy during the period 1919-39. 

Professor E. L. 'Voodward and Mr. Rohan Butler, the editors entrusted 
"·ith the work of planning and producing the Collection, have been given 
mreserved access to the Foreign Office archives and complete freedom 
n the selection and arrangement of their material. 

rhe Collection is divided into three Series. The first Series opens after 
he signature of the Treaty of Versailles, the second in the year 1929, 
md the third covers the period from the German invasion of Austria in 
\larch 1938 to the outbreak of war. 

rhe following volumes have already been published : 

1st SERIES 
'OLL'I:\IE I . • 1919 
be secret proceedings of the 
iupreme Council (Heads of 
.>elegations) of the Paris Peace 
'"nference, July J-Qctober 15, 
~ 19 30s. (30s. 9d.) 

· OLtThiE U 1919 
oncluding the proceedings of 
1e Supreme Council, October 
6, 1919-January 21, 1920. 

32s. 6d. (33s. Sd.) 

OLUMEill 1919 
'itbdrawal of German forces 
Jm the Baltic Provinces and 

~ itish Policy in Russia. 
,' In the press. 32s. 6d. (33s. 5d.) 

2nd SERIES 
VOLUME I . • . • 1929-31 
The London Naval Conference. 
The development of the German 
political situation. The Briand 
plan for European Federal 
Union. 21s. (21s. 9d.) 

VOLmiE II 1931 
The Austro-German Customs 
Union project ; the Hoover 
Moratorium, and repercu~sions 
of the world economic crisis on 
the German political situation. 

21s. (2ls. 9d.) 

VOLUME III • . 1931-2 
The reparations problem and the 
Lausanne Conference (January
July, 1932); the Disarmament 
Conference (December 1930-
July 23, 1932). 21s. (21s.lld.) 

Prices in brackets include postage 

OBTAIN ABLE FROM 

3rd SERIES 
VOLL~IE I . . . . 1938 
The German invasion of Austria 
and the first phase of the 
Czechoslovak crisis (March
July 23, 1938). 

2ls. (2ls. lid.) 

VOLUME ll . . 1938 
The development of the Czecho
slcvak crisis from the Runciman 
Mission to the Munich Con
ference (July 23-September 30, 
1938) 21s. (225.) 

TIS 'MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE 
or through any bookseller 


