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( The Object of this Conference is the attainment
of Responsible Government in Indian States in the Deccan,
under the auspices of their respective Rulers, by all
legitimate and peaceful means. )
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“ 1 confidently iock to Your Highness to maintain the
advance, since it hasbeen your Highness’ constant endeavour
to secure the happiness and contentment of your people. It
may be that, in the pursuit of this  endeavour and in
congonance with the spirit of the time, you may decide to place
your system of Government upon a broader basis, with a view
to associating your subjects, both Hindu and Mahamedan,
more closely with the admlmstratlon ’

H E. Lord Chelmaford at Jammu Da;brn
5th March 1921,

* * . *

“ 1 have all along my career, as ruler of this State, been
aiive to the fact that its sovereignty did not postulate an
autocratic and irresponsible governance of its affairs, ‘but,
on the contrary imposed upon me the sacred duty of treating
it as a trust, to the administered with due regard to the
dictates of justice, equity and good conscience. I have
accordingly always taken the keenest interest in directing
the government of the State along the paths of progress.
Nothing has never been dearer to me than promoting the
welfare of my State and my people according to the advanc-
ing needs ofthe times and I have spared no personal comforts
and convenience to further it on the lines of approved
principles of public polity., Taking, however, the organisa-
tion of the administration as a whole, I hope the reforms
will serve to convey to Your Excellency an earnest of the
good will which inspires me in my dealings with the affairs
of the State and to indicate with sufficient clearness the
constitutional development made by the administration.*

* . R * * .

“The recent introduction of reforms in the Government
of British India which owe themselves to the collabora-
tion of Your Excellency and the Right Hon'ble Mr, Montagu
and for which the future generations of the country will ever
cherish your memory with feelings of intense gratitude,
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. furnish a forcible illustration of this proposition. Tte trend
of territories under the direct control of the British Govern-
ment- must mecessarily” effect a change in the angle of vision
of the peoples inhabiting - the Indian Stutes. As ruler of

! Jammu-Kashmlr StateI welcome the change. ‘I have never
~given my . countenance to any autocratic’ deahngs with my
‘subjectsand I havealways tried my best to' accord due consi-

~deration to all matters affecting their well- beir.g I view the
future with hope and confidence and I am accordingly
considering the questlon of introducing certam reforms in
the State with due regard to the stage of evolution ithss now
reached and its present needs. I hope to’ bz able to make an
announcement in this connection, and I am sure the measures
taken will, in " their practical application, be fruitful in
promotirig the public-good and in aﬁoidingbetter opporiuniti-
es for the assoclatxou ot' my subjects in the government of
the State

H H tlze ]l[aharaja nf Jammu and Kashmu‘ in his I'(,’p[_}
. 5th March 1921,



