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NOTE

The National Committee which organised the workers’
delegation to the U.S.S.R. (see page 5) was constituted as

under : —

R. B. WALKER, N.U. Agricultural Workers.
W. H. HurcHiNsON, A.E.U.

ALEX, Gossie, N.AF.T.A.

A. J. Cooxk, Miners' Federation.

" BEN TILLETT, Transport Workers and General

Council, T.U.C.
\W. J. BrowN, Civil Servants’ Union,
ToM MANKN, National Minority Movement,

" JaMes MaxroN, Chairman, I.L.P.

A. FENNER BROCKWAY, Secretary, IL.P., and
Editor New Leader.

A. G. ToukiNs, N.AF.T.A,

C. W. GmsoN, Workers' Union.

HARRY POLLITT, Boilermakers.

W. C. LoeBer, N.U.R.

V. BeacHAM, National Society of Painters.

JAck TANNER, A.E.U,

J. REEVES, Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society.

M. BIrcH, Workers’ Union.

B. SuLLivan, Tailors’ and Garment Workers’
Union.

-

W. PauvL, Editor Sunday Worker, was Hon. Sccretary of
the Committee.



Soviet Russia To-day

INTRODUCTION

The Tenth Anniversary of the Russian Revolution was an
occasion which aroused universal interest among the workers
in every country. In Britain, as in other countries, a national
committee was established to organise a representative workers’
delegation to the U.S.S.R. to participate in the celebrations
and to.investigate the results of the ten years of Soviet rule.
The National Committee of the Workers' Delegation to
Russia had its fArst meeting in London on September 9th,
1927, and instituted a national fund to defray the expenses
of the visit to Russia. Some weeks later, through the
medium of district committees, conferences of delegates from
trade union, co-operative and labour political organisations "
were held in London, Cardiff, Birmingham, Manchester,
Sheffield, Leeds, Newcastle, Glasgow and Carlisle, for the
purpose of electing rank and file delegates to go to Russia.
In addition to the 48 delegates so elected, a number of Trade
Union, Co-operative and other organisations which had been
specially invited by the corresponding Russian organisations
also sent delegates. After the return of the Delegation, the
National Committee, having completed its work, held its final
meeting on December 16th, 1927, leaving the further work
to the actual members of the Delegation, who for this purpose
constituted themselves into the ** Friends of Soviet Russia.”

The Brtish delegates, together with the separate Irish
delegation, left London on Saturday, October 29th, in the
steamer ‘‘ Soviet,’”” and arrived at Leningrad on November
4th. Most of the delegates spent four weeks in Russia,
during which time, in addition to taking part in the Anr§-
versary celebrations, we visited various parts of the Sovi
Union and investizated conditions in every type of facto
and institution,



In making the following report of our visit, we have tried
to convey our own personal impressions of what we saw,
giving a simple description of Russia and of its people.
No wntmg can adequately express the intense emotional
experiences of every day of our visit, when we realised that
in. this country the crushing weight of feudalism and
capitalism had been thrown off, and the highest achievements
of knowledge and industrial development were here at the
service of the working class. But we hope that the account
of Workers’ Russia given in this report will help to bring
Russia more vividly before the eyes of the British workers,
and will give them new faith and encouragement in their
struggle against capitalism in Britain, and against the British
imperialist attack on revolutionary Russia.

We are issuing this report immediately on our return, and
we propose to supplement it with a series of pamphlets giving
a more detailed description of particular industnes, with the
statistical data which will be of interest to British workers
in those industries.

Finally, we ask every reader to do his or her share in
seeing that the report is distributed among all the British
workers, in order that they may come to know the facts and
be equipped to mecet the continuous lying propaganda against
Workers’ Russia,

Decembef 23, 1927.

W. W, Bacor (East Ham), E.C, member N.U.D.A.\V.

Jix Baiey (Somerset), LL.P.

R. BanLer (London), T. & G.\W.U., C.P.G.B.

. Jorx Birp (Bowhill), Fife Miners.

Hesry Botrrox (Chopwell) Durham Miners.

R. E. Bosp (St. Pancras), N.U.G. & MW, and
National Left Wingz Committee.

Frask BricHr (Manchester), C.P.G.B.

Emung Burxs (London), T, & G.\W.U., Secretary Labour
Research Department.

W. D. Buxrox (Coventry), Workers’ Union.

D. Carper (London), Teachers’ Labour League and
Educational Workers' International.

Geo. W, CHaxpLER (Manchester), R.C.A,

Joax S. Crarke (Glasgow), Glasgow District Council,
Scottish Labour College. .

Exocu CotrLixs (Llanelly), B. Iron & Steel & K.T. Assn.

Herex Crawrirp (London), C.P.G.B.

Wie Criex  (Manchester), Manchester and  Salford
Trades and Labour Council.
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WiLLiay Crossen (Lanarkshire), Lanarkshire Miners
and LL.P. . '
J. CrossLey (London), N.U.V.B.
J. W. Crump (Birmingham), A.E.U. , -
‘Jack Davies (Liwynypia, Glam), South Wales Miners.
ArTHUR Dawson (Accrington), Secretary Lancs and
Halifax District, N.U. Textile Workers. '
Geo. W. DiLoN (Manchester), N.U. Foundry Workers.
Franx Dixon (Halifax), A.E.U. and N.C.L.C. ,
Joun J. DoucLas (Morpeth), Northumberland Miners.
May Dunn (Manchester), Workers' Esperanto Club,
Jeane Dunn (Sunderland), Women'’s Co.op. Guild & L.P.
Frang Epwarps (Manchester), Hulme L.P.
ELuis WiLson (Sheffield), L.P. .
E. S. Favers (London), N.A.F.T.A. .
Ester ForsTer (Cambridge), National Committee,
Women’s Co-operative Guild,
Jennie ForstEr (Blaydon-on-Tyne), N.U.G. and M.W.,
. Women's Co-operative Guild and L.P. -
A. Fourkes Smite (London), Women’s Co-op. Guild.
H. FrANkLAND (Manchester), Amal. Soc. of Woodcutting
Machinists,
. Joun Gurnrie (Kilmarock), N.U. Foundry Workers.
D. Harupay (Leeds), Yorks Miners.
W. H. Hawgkins (Manchester), Teachers’ Labour League.
Frank Hawortr (Bacup), E.C. member, Rossendale.
Union of Boot, Shoe and Slipper Operatives.
James Hearne, Workington Trades Council.
Ruopa Hemivgway (Leeds), N.U.C., and Co-op.
M. A. Herman (Rhondda), Treorchy L.P., Women's
Section. - g
Ww. Hiceins (Leeds), Textile Workers.
J. W. Horan (Liverpool), A.E.U. T
CHas. E. HorsLEy (Birmingham), Workers® Union.
ALEXANDER HuntTER (Hamilton), Lanarkshire Miners.
Arsert Inkpin (London), C.P.G.B. .
Arsert W, INman (Battersea), N.U.G. & M. W.
Jonn Jaccer (Manchester), Frinton House, Mabfield
Road, Fallowfield. . .
Dassy Jones (Birmingham), N.U.D.A.W.
James Keiry (Dundee), Boilermakers® Society.
Fraxk Kexparn (Newport, Mon), T. & G.\W.U,
H. KersHaw (Newton Abbot), Labour College,
Marcarer Kipp (Clapham), L.P. Women’s Section.
Wit LawTtHER (Rowlands Gill), Durham Miners E.C.,
M.F.G.B. Board. '
E. W. Lay (Shoreditch), N.A.F.T.A.
S. McFartanp (Great Clifton), Cumberland Miners.
WiNiPRED McIver (Kirkintilloch), Trades Coyncil.
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J. Marrin (Doncaster), Yorks Miners.

Jrt Marnin (Earlsfield), T. & G.W.U.

G. W. MipoLeroN (Glasgow), N.U.G. & M.W.

WirLiam MorrisoN (Aberdeen), Scottish Painters and

- Aberdeen Labour College.

Arec Norris (Mansfield), Notts Miners, E.C. member.

Mary J. Pipceon (Enfield), Women's Co-op. Guild.

Harry Porurr (London), Boilermakers and Minority
Movement,

Frank Quercu (London), T. & G.W.U.

Froreyce RansoN (East Hanningfield), N.U.J. and
Women's Co-operative Guild.

. Josern ReEves (Wolwich), Education Committee,
Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society.

Tom Recan (Manchester), A.E.U., N.U.D.A W,

W. L. Rocers (Birmingham), N.U.C,

G. L. Roucn (Dundee), Dundee Calender Workers.

Frank RowLanp (London), Nat. Painters’ Society, Gen.
Council member,

SHAPURJt SAKLATVALA, M.P, (North Battersea).

G. A. SaLmon (Sheffield), Co-operative Party,

Geo. Sarcinson (Carlisle), N.U.R.

Wi Savace (Islington), N.U.G, & M.W,

WaLTeR Scoeer (Bath), LLL.P. *

Joe ScotT (London), A.E.U.

ELris Swmite (Manchester), United Pattermakers’ Assn.

E. Suitaam (Sheffield), N.U.W.C.M.

Wu, A. Srtrawsripce (Swansea), E.C. member
N.C.L.C, E.C, member A.U.B.T.W,

BERNARD SuLLivaN, London Secretary Tailors and Gar-
ment Workers' Trade Union.

Joan BeaucHamp THompsoN (Oxted), L.P.

ToMm THURLBECK (Sunderland), N.U.G. & M.W.

Maccie Timms (Woking), Women's Co-operative Guild
Sectional Council.

M. A. Tucker (Abbey \Wood), Women's Co-operative
. Guild Central Committee, .

F. G. Vint (Hornsey), N.U.V.B.

Georce WapDELL (Glasgow), President A.U.B.T.W.

Jack WaLker (Leyton), L.L.X.

F. WarBurTON (Leeds), Altogether Builders’ Labourers.

A, WarreN (London), British Workers’ Sports Fed.

CuarLes WiLiams (Mardy), South Wales Miners.

F. WouersLey (Sheffield), N.U. Foundry Workers.

Jack Woobp (West Ham), N.U. of Glass Bottle Workers,
and LL.P.

E. YAares (Ashton-in-Makerfield), Lancs Miners.

Fosa Yourne (Barry), L.P. and Women's Co-op. Guild.
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1

THE TOWNS
The visitor to Soviet Russia who has read the stories of
dilapidated buildings, broken pavements, insanitary streets
and so on, numbers among his first impressions the fact that
there are no traces either of exceptional wear and tear or of
any disregard for what is now the property of the workers.

The contrast between the facts on this subject and the
British press accounts is so glaring that we feel it necessary
to inform every reader that the general appearance and
condition of the towns is perfectly normal, that life is going
on there in a perfectly normal way, hnd that it is as easy
and safe to walk about Moscow day or night as to walk
about London—for women, considerably safer, ’

So far as the towns in Soviet Russia are abnormal, it is
in the exceptional beauty and grandeur of a large proportion
of the buildings, and in the wide streets and squares which
are to be found in every district. These are inherited from
pre-revolutionary times; the important point to us is that the
Revolution has preserved them, repaired them, and in some
instances which eame to our notice had actually improved
their architectural and historical value by the restoration of
features mutilated or obscured during recent Tsarist periods.
We may take as an example the Kremlin, that world famous
mass of buildings—palaces, churches, museums, offices and
barracks—which dominates Moscow and is held together by
a triangular wall over a mile in length and crowned with
nineteen towers, Many of the buildings and towers. were
heavily damaged during the revolutionary fighting of 1917,
when it was the stronghold of the reactionary forces. All
the damage has been made good, and buildings and decora-
tions not only renewed but restored to their original forms
of a period before Tsarist mutilations had been carried out.
Within the Kremlin walls the Court Museum of the Tsars has
become the Museum of the Decorative Arts, the palaces and
churches are all kept in splendid order, while the barracks
are now used as a training school for Red Army Officers,
and the Moscow Senate and other buildings form the central
offices of the Soviet Government. Everything that is of
historical value has been preserved, and the whole Kremlin
brought within the reach of the workers and used for the
workers. Over the central tower of the Government building in
the Krewlin flies the Red Flag; after dark the flag is illuminated



from below by a shaft of light, which catches the waving folds
and gives the impression of tongues of flame above the dark
mass of the Kremlin. The Kremlin seen from across the
immense Red Square, with the Cathedral of St. Basil at the
far end of the Square, is a wonderful sight, and the red flag
and revolutionary decorations help to bring home to the
visitor that all of this, which was created by the workers,
now at last belongs to the workers and is the symbol of theur
power.

The same impression is created by the magnificent
buildings in which the Trade Unions are housed, The
Palace of Labour in Moscow, which houses the Central
Council of Trade Unions and also the central offices of the
separate unions, is an enormous building facing the river,
while the House of the Trade Unions, near the Square of the
Revolution, contains what is probably the most beautiful hall
in the world. These and many other buildings used by the
Moscow Soviet, the Moscow Council of Trade Unions, the
Co-operatives and many other workers' organisations, were
built for other purposes, and are now in the service of the
workers.

* As for the churches, we were told that in Moscow alone
there were over 900. We did not attempt to check the
number, but all the Delegation can say that there were
churches, large and small, in practically every street, and that
they showed no signs of damage or dilapidation. A few of
the historical churches, such as the St. Basil in the Red
Square, are now used as museums; but very large numbers
are still used for religious purposes. Some members of the
Delegation attended services in them on Sundays,

One church visited was the Polish Catholic church in
Moscow, on Sunday at the last mass. The church was
crowded, many people having to stand in the aisles. The
service opened with a procession led by the priest and followed
by a large part of the congregation. Psalms followed and
then a sung mass. The English delegates were surprised to
. find Holy Communion administered at nearly 1 p.m. during
the last mass. ‘

The management of the church is invested in a committee
of parishioners, and the church was in a very clean condition;
the altar rails were newly painted with aluminium paint, and
the statues were also recently painted. The priest and the
secretary of the church committee told the delegates that
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they had both gained and lost privileges since the overthrow
of capitalism., The chief grievance they had, both in
Moscow and in Baku in the south, was that religious instruc-
tion was absolutely forbidden, the priest being liable to
a penalty if found giving any religious teaching to children.
Children under 18 were allowed to attend classes only when
preparing for Communion and for Confirmation. The
financing of the church was secured by collections at. all the
services. Just before we left Moscow, the Baptist Church
announced that they had secured concessions that were satis-
factory from the Government. The Salvation Army was also
stated to have come to Russia since the Revolution.

Leningrad, with its magnificent wide streets, clean and
tidy, with rows of fine, large, airy houses and shops on each
side, is undoubtedly one of the finest towns in the U.S.S.R.
The outstanding feature is its wonderful ** Winter Palace,”
once the residence of the Tsars, now one of the finest art
galleries to be seen in the world, The Winter Palace contains
hundreds of magnificent rooms, banquet halls, ball rooms,
etc.; many of the ceilings and walls are hand-painted by
artists of world-wide fame.  Paintings by French, German
and other artists from the ffteenth century onwards are
arranged in a series of rooms, so that the visitor can see the '
historical development and make comparisons. The existence
of this gallery, and the obvious care that had been bestowed
on it, was all the more interesting to us in view of the lies
we had read in the capitalist press about the destruction of
- everything of artistic value which the Bolsheviks were alleged
to have carried out. The delegates saw with their own eyes
this wonderful collection, preserved and cared for so that’
the workers may come to the Palace and see and appreciate
the paintings of the past. One room, known as the Rembrandt
Room, contains 44 paintings by this world-famous artist;
there is only one art gallery in the world, in France, that has
more Rembrandts than the Winter Palace. Housed in this
building there is also a wonderful collection of arms and
musketry, and in the vaults the delegates saw the invaluable
collection of the crown jewels. ‘

Leningrad has also some of the finest opera houses in
Russia—magnificently high, roomy buildings, where operas
and dramas are performed for the special benefit of the
workers, who, as in all towns in the U.SS.R., get tickets
through the trade unions at greatly reduced costs. We paid

11



special attention to the workers’ homes which have been
recently built and others in the course of construction. These
are like large blocks of flats, and are arranged on communal
lines; there are communal dining rooms, reading rooms,
Lbraries, etc., and we have no hesitation in declaring that
they are ideal.

When we saw the Winter Garden and other palaces, and
considered the wealth and luxury these represented in Tsarist
times, and on the other hand the’ oppression of the workers
which was its background, the great achievement of the
Revolution in changing the system and bringing new life to
the wquers filled us with an emotion that is beyond
expression.

-

In Moscow, Leningrad, Ivanovo-Vosnesensk, Kharkov,
Baku and other -towns we visited, we were particularly
impressed with the immense work which had been done in
connection with municipal enterprises, During the counter-
revolutionary wars municipal enterprises, already seriously
weakened by the European War, were reduced to a very
low state. In the last five years, however, they have not only
been restored to their former level, but have been extended
and expanded; the total put into municipal enterprises since
the restoration began has been over £35,000,000, Tramways
have been built in Baku and five other towns—we were most
favourably impressed with the efficiency and smooth and
silent running of the cars at Baku. Water supply systems,
sewerage systems, public baths, etc., have been installed in a
large number of towns.

One instance of the municipal work that is being carried
out is the erection of a dust destructor for Moscow. Up to
1925 there was no destructor, and all garbage and refuse was
tipped in fields close to the city, no attempt being made
during the Tsar's reign to disinfect or otherwise deal with
the refuse. As a result virulent diseases, especially typhus,
used to be prevalent in the outlying parts of Moscow occupied
by the workers. As soon as the Moscow Soviet had accumu-
lated the necessary resources the work was put in hand, and
in 1925 a public destructor was brought into use. This
destructor is now dealing with 300 tons of refuse per week,
It should be noted that the very best conditions are given to
the workers employed on this work; and in particular the
sorting .of the refuse and abstraction of rags, bones, glass,
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etc., is not carried out, as it is considered to be directly
harmful to the workers engaged on it.

- Kharkov is an interesting town; on one side there are
the old houses, and on the other the new. We saw houses
of the semi-detached type with gardens; also many built on
the flat principle. We also noticed the Chamber of Commerce
building. This is a fine building of 15 stories. Kharkov
is well on the way to becoming a very modern city; the new
houses, hospitals, etc., look very imposing,

The condition of the streets in Moscow and other towns
is quite good. There are some holes in the_pavements; in
the first week of our stay, when snow and a short frost were
followed by a thaw, there were pools in the streets and the
going was bad; but this can be paralleled in any town in
Britain during similar weather. From a sanitary standpoint,
the streets were exceptionally clean and tidy, not only the
main streets in the centre of the towns, but also the back
streets and outlying districts which many members of the
Delegation made a point of visiting, So far as the lighting
is concerned, while there are no such brilliantly illuminated
streets as Piccadilly or Oxford Street in London, the lighting
is adequate and general, and compares favourably with the
lighting of many parts of industrial towns in Britain.

The general condition of the inside of the numerous
buildings which we visited either in groups or individually
left nothing to be desired. They were clean, in some cases
brightly decorated, and in no case giving an impression of
squalor or untidiness. Even the railway stations and trains
compare favourably with those in Britain. )

Summing up our impressions of the physical condition of
the towns, we can say with confidence that, whatever the
conditions may have been during the earlier and more
difficult period of the Revolution, already now they will
stand comparison with those of British towns. Moreover
the very fact that, amid all the difficulties which the Russian
workers have had to face, they have wanted and have been
able to preserve and rebuild, and in many cases to extend
and improve the towns and buildings of the pre-revolutionary
era, is a proof not only of their determination but also of
their wide outlook and appreciation of life. These qualities
become even more evident when we pass from the physical

condition of the towns to the condition and attitode of
the workers themselves. -
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)]
. THE PEOPLE

" Moscow is now a town of 2,700,000 inhabitants and every
form of industry and activity is carried on within its
boundaries. The Delegation at one time or another, in
groups or individually, visited practically every part of
Moscow and every form of factoty, depot, and institution.
Moreover, we were frequently in the streets, not only in the
centre of the town, but walking through the outlying districts,
at the stations, and in the shops. In the course of our stay
in Moscow we can therefore say that our impression of the
people is a truly representative one, and that it is ludicrous
to suppose that the hundreds of thousands of people whom we
met and saw had been carefully prepared by the Soviet
Government or the Communist Party in order to deceive us
as to their real conditions,

The first and most universal impression of the people
is their extraordinary friendliness and interest in the foreign
visitors. Everywhere we went we experienced not only
kindness but enthusiastic welcome. Fellow passengers in
trams and trains, workers in the factories and depots, and
-even people from whom we asked the way in the streets
were full of interest not only in us but in conditions in
Britain, and many of them displayed what was to us an
amazing amount of knowledge of the political and industrial
position in Britain. There can be no doubt that the workers
in Soviet. Russia are politically conscious and that they feel
the identity of their struggle with the struggle of the British
workers. In factory after factory we heard of the collections
that had been made for the British Miners, and received
assurances that the same help would be forthcoming when
any other section of the British workers was attacked.

The outward appearance of the workers in the factories
and of the people whom we passed in the streets was quite
remarkable, and was commented on by the Delegation among
themselves from the first day of their arnival. Everyone
looks healthy and well-fed, and their clothing was strong and
warm, There were no silk hats in evidence, and there were
very few silk stockings, but we all got a very clear impression
that however dear clothing may be, the workers and peasants
were able to get it, Perhaps the most remarkable feature
was the appearance of the children; at one time or another
we saw large nombers of children, and we were all impressed
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with their rematkably healthy appearance and the fact that
their clothing was extremely good and warm, while they all
had strong boots and a large proportion also wore goloshes.
We saw many of the children playing and tobogganing in
the snow, and we saw them also walking along the streets,
and in the schools and factory créches, etc. Their high
level of health was extremely noticeable and also their
happiness and remarkable intelligence,

The section of the Delegation which visited Leningrad
gathered similar impressions of the people there, In the
strects and shops,” workers’ clubs, trade union meetings,
children’s schools and créches, there was ample evidence of
the very healthy condition of both adults and children, and
the physique and happiness of the women workers were
particularly striking.

Some of us came into contact with mdxv:dual children
whose political and economic knowledge was positively
startling. One boy of 13 whom we met on the Red Square
not only gave us full information about the children’s
movement, housing conditions and rent in Moscow, but also
showed a very considerable knowledge of British affairs, and
put some searching questions on the position of the British
Coal Industry, and on the policy of the Miners’ Federation
and the British General Council. He knew only a few words
of English, but could converse fluently in German which he
had learnt at school. He told us, among other things, that
about 20 per cent. of the school children in Moscow were in
the Pioneers, and that their special work was to prepare
themselves with political and economic knowledge so that
they may be capable of playing their part in bmldmg up
Socialism when they enter the factories,

It is difficult to convey in words the very definite impres-
sion we all had of the general contentment and well-being
of the workers and their children, and of the high level
of intelligence and interest in affairs. Of their pride in
the achievements of the revolution there can be no doubt,
and they share a very live sympathy with the workers in
other countries. We have no hesitation in saying that the
very existence of large masses of workers who have this
confidence and wide outlook was a revelation to us, and is
something which is a truly remarkable achievement of the
Revolution, in view of the historical and economic disadvan-
tages which have had to be overcome, :
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" For the frst time in world history a revolution which
triumphed with the aid of women rewarded those women
by giving them their freedom. The women of Soviet Russia
are as free, economically and mentally, as the men, and are
encouraged to take their full share with the men in the
political and social activities of their country. In fact, several
of them told us that they consider themselves better off than
the men, because there are certain privileges to which their
special position as bearers and guardians of the children
entitle them.

Women are encouraged to enter the industrial life of the
. country; no industry is closed to them unless it is too heavy
or dangerous. A woman who has any child dependent on her
is given preference over men when seeking employment, and
is the last to be discharged if an industry is reducing its
staff. In addition to the social insurance benefits enjoyed by
men, women in industry receive two months’ holiday before
childbirth and two months’ after, all on full pay; special
allowances for expenses of the confinement and for the
"feeding and clothes of the infant for the first nine months;
also one half-hour off out of every 4 hours for the feeding of
her child. As soon as the child is two months' old if the
mother chooses to return to work it can be taken daily to the
factory or district créche where it receives expert nursing and
medical attention free. In many districts there are night
créches where the children may be left when the mother
wishes to attend meetings, classes or entertainments.
A child is treated exactly the same whether its parents are
married or not; but if the father of the child does not live
with the mother he is legally bound to pay one-thied of his
income towards its upkeep. The new housing, 'with its labour-
saving arrangements, the communal restaurants and wash-
houses, and in pgeneral the healthy attitude towards
womanhood, has already made the Russian working woman
a very different creature from the pitiful houschold drudge
so often seen in capitalist countries.

During the civil war which followed the revolution working
women took a very large part in the Red Cross work at the
front, working often in the direct line of fire. They also
took part in the actual fighting. The women delegates in
Moscow talked with the woman who organised and led the
women’s Red army detachments. 14,000 women workers
took part in the defence of Lemingrad against General
Yudenich, and some of the cities in the Ukraine were saved
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from the White Guards by women who took part in the
fighting en masse.

More than 20,000 women are already taking part in the
different sections of the local and central government, and
13 per cent. of the Communist Party are women. The
women delegates attended a meeting in the Grand Theatre of
4,000 women delegates from the Province of Moscow, which
was addressed not only by Krupskaya (the widow of Lenin),
Clara Zetkin, Kollantai (first woman ambassador), but by
women textile workers, peasants, Red Army soldiers, Young
Pioncers and armed women from the factory contingents.
The enthusiasm and intelligence of these women, straight
from the fields and factories with their red head-coverings
and bright shawls, were a revelation and inspiration to the
British delegates. Wherever we went the women of Russia
greeted us with hearty affection and anxious enquiries as to
the chances of our own revolution, and the Eastern women,
particularly, many of whom had only recently succeeded in
throwing off the domination of the veil and the harem, were
full of gratitude for the Soviet Government, which they look
upon as their deliverer from a tyranny worse than death. *

In everything which we saw the most significant feature
to us was the fact that in Soviet Russia the workers
and peasants are in power, The anniversary demonstrations
on November 7th provided, as it were, a spectacular proof of
this, both at Moscow and in other towns; but signs of the
workers' power were evident everywhere and at every time.

Those of us who were in the Red Square on November
7th and saw over a million Moscow workers passing the
Lenin Mausoleum, gained an impression which will last the
rest of our lives, We left our hotel at 8.30 a.m., and, armed
with special passes, made our way through the city to the
stands under the Kremlin walls. Apart from the pickets and
the few privileged spectators hurrying to the Red.Square
there were no people to be seen—no crowds of onlookers,
because practically everyone was going to take part in the
demonstration. The Red Square itself was packed with
soldiers—contingents from every regiment in Russia sent into
Moscow to take part in the celebrations, Voroshilov, the
Commissary for War, on the horse that had carried him
through the Civil Wars, was in command, and when
Kalinin, Chairman of the C.E.C. of the U.S.S.R., drove up
at 9 o'clock for the ceremonial greetings and inspection there
was & tremendous burst of cheering from the troops. Kalinin
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is said to be the most popular man in Russia; he was a
peasant himself and is always willing personally to interview
any peasant who comes to Moscow with a grievance to be
rectified or a problem to be solved. After the inspection,
Kalinin mounted the platform of the Lenin Mausoleum and
gave a brief address on the 10 years’ styuggle and the
progress towards Socialism. At the conclusion of his speech
the massed military bands, foot and cavalry, played the
International. The realisation that here the power of the
State was expressed in the International and that the highest
ministers of the State and the army stood at the salute whilst
the International was played, created a vivid impression on
our minds, an impression which was deepened when the roar
of the guns inside the Kremlin joined in the salute, and the
smoke drifted slowly over the Kremlin walls across the
Square and among the spires of the Cathedral of St. Basil,
while the Red Flag fluttered over the central tower of the
Kremlin. The victory of the Revolution and the massed
- power of the workers was brought home to our minds with
dramatic force.

After the salute, speeches were also made by Bukharin,
in the name of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and
by Gallacher, in the name of the Communist International,
and then the march past began, '

After the march past of the troops, including picturesque
Cossack regiments, Frontier Guards, Artillery and Naval
Contingents, and Railway Guards—all with red banners
inscribed with revolutionary slogans—the march past of the
workers began at 11.15. From factory after factory, from
colleges and schools, from every quarter of Moscow, from the
villages of Moscow provinces, workers and peasants, men
women and children, were pouring into the Red Square in
four separate columns which converged and marched past the
Mausoleum in a solid unbroken phalanx forty deep. Their
pride in the Revolution was expressed not only in slogans and
picturesque banners and models, but above all in their carriage
and enthusiasm. Their determination to defend the Revolu-
tion showed itself both in the slogans and efligies of
Chamberlain, Baldwin, etc., and in the contingents of armed
workers (men and women) which led the various factory

" groups.  Some of the effigies were extremely ingenious and
amusing. One showed Chamberlain wedged in the sickle,
with the hammer rising and falling on his head. Another
showed Chamberlain and Briand being pressed by the
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workers, their bodies flat in the press and bulging heads and
feet exuding. Another showed Baldwin and Chaml?crlgin
making peace speeches, their jaws being operated by capitalists
and militarists.

The marchers showed tremendous enthusiasm when they
passed the Mausoleum whence Kalinin and others greeted
them and replied to their revolutionary slogans, The British
and other delegations also gave and received cheers as
particular groups passed. The children, of whom there were
a very great number in the procession, were particularly
bright and enthusiastic. The whole day was full of interest
and excitement, and when darkness fell and the Square was
lit up by four large searchlights and the coloured lights of
the decorations, the scene became even more impressive. When
the workers' procession was over the grand climax was reached
with a magnificent charge across the Square by Red Cossack
cavalry. The pzce was terrific; the riders’ blue uniforms and
shining lances, and their glossy black horses in the blaze
of the searchlights, made a most wonderful spectacle.

Part of the Delegation was in Leningrad for the Anni-
versary Demonstration, which tock place in Uritski Square.
What we saw there will never be forgotten: hundreds of
thousands of workers marching past with the enthusiasm
born of the consciousness of freedom. Through the Square
they marched from 60 to 80 deep, with their massed bands,
banners and tableaux; and then on to the Palace of the
Martyrs to pay their tribute to those who had died for the
Revolution. We also witnessed the military review; soldiers,
sailors, armed factory groups, and women Red Cross workers
of every description; and we realised the universal deter-
mination to defend what they have won against the attacks
of world capitalism. "

Several delegates also took part in the Anniversary Cele-
brations at Ivanovo-Vosnesensk, a large textile town about
400 miles from Moscow. The workers gathered in the Square
opposite the Palace of Labour under their own factory
banners; several of the contingents had their own bands.
Numerous groups of peasants from the surrounding villages
were also in the demonstration; and the sections of the Red
Army and Police were given a wonderful reception by the
workers and peasants as they marched past to the *‘ Red
Army March.” At midday, various speeches were made—a
peasant, representatives from the factories, trade unions, the
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workers’ delegation, a member of the Soviet Government, and
a Red Army soldier, all delivered short speeches. Then the
huge demonstration, led by the massed bands, sang the
International, and we all marched to the newly built textile
factory named ** Djerjinsky,”” which was to be opened to
celebrate the Tenth Anniversary. After the opening ceremony
by an old revolutionary worker, the immense crowd was
conducted through this new factory; the Red Army and
Police mixed with the workers as comrades. The factory
will employ 4,000 workers; the hundred or so machines which
had been bought were built by Platt, of Manchester; but
because of the Baldwin break with Soviet Russia, the Soviet
Government have been forced to buy the rest of the textile
machinery from America. A simple dinner was given at
6 p.m. by the Provincial Soviet to delegates from the
villages, factories, schools, trade unions, etc. The feature
of the demonstration with which we were most impressed was the
fact that the workers and peasants give unhesitating support
to the Soviet Government, and are prepared to defend the
Revolution with all their strength should the necessity arise.

At Nijni-Novgorod, which some of us visited for the
Anniversary demonstration, practically the whole population
must have been in the procession, with banners and flags,
tableaux and brass bands. Workers from every factory,
doctors and nurses from the hospitals, school children and
teachers, University professors and students, musicians,
co-operators, Communists, Young Pioneers, all had their
separate groups and banners, forming a wonderful com-
bination of every phase of economic and social activity.

" Those of us who were present at the anniversary meeting
of the Moscow Soviet carried away the same impression of the
tremendous new force that was in the hands of the workers.
But it was not only in the demonstrations and in the meetings
that we felt the power of the workers; in the theatres, n
the universities, and in the streets and shops, we saw the
workers as the ruling class.

In statistics, Rykov, Chairman of the Council of People's
Commissaries of the U.S.S.R., told us that of the 827
members of the Central Executive Committee, the supreme
legislative organ of the Soviet Union, 43.6 per cent. are
workers, 21.3 per cent. peasants, and the balance are intel-
lectuals, office workers, etc. Of the total number of 71,235
wembers of the Municipal Soviets in five of the affiliated
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Republics, 46.6 per cent. are workers, 4.9 per cent, are
peasants, 31.0 per cent, intellectuals and office workers, and
students, house-wives, Red Army delegates, etc., 17.7 per
cent. In the village Soviets 84.4 per cent. of the members are
peasants. In the industrial organisation, 74.8 per cent, of
factory managers are workers, and in the Boards of Trusts
and Syndicates over 50 per cent. are workers. In the health
institutions of Moscow 36,000 men and women from the
factories and shops are taking part in administration. If all
the forms of industrial and social institutions are taken into
account, at least 30 out of every 100 workers are taking an
active part in building up the life of the country. This,
Rykov said, was the dictatorship of the proletariat, and at
the same time the most highly developed democracy which
the world could show—understanding by democracy, the
fullest participation by the workers in the leadership of the
country and in the work of its economic, administrative,
cultural, and social institutions.

Impressive as these figures are—and they certainly
represent a far higher achievement of rule *‘ by the people
for the people '’ than is known in any other country—we
ourselves are satisfied from our personal observation that the '
workers are taking an active interest in every phase of life
in the Soviet Union, that they are extremely well informed, -
and that they take a real pride both in the work and develop-
ment of their own factories and in the general progress
towards Socialism. In the report of the Official British Trades
Union Congress Delegation which visited Russia in 1924 the
point was made :— .

* The Russian workers are the ruling class of Russia.
They enjoy the rights of a ruling class. They are beginning
to exercise its responsibilities.”

The report of the British Women’s Trade Union Delega-
tion, which visited Russia in 1925, stated : —

‘A fact that struck the delegation most forcibly during
their whole stay in Russia was the way in which the workers,
both men and women, looked upon the factories, the shops,
the museums and art treasures, and on the country as a
whole, as really belonging to them.”

In 1927 we find the same attitude, reinforced by further
years of education and experience, of economic construction
and material progress. The workers are conscious of their
achievement, conscious of the end towards which they are
working, and above all conscious of their power.
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I
JHE FACTORIES AND WORKING CONDITIONS

The Delegation divided into groups to visit various
factories and undertakings; the details of their investigations
will be the subject of further reports to be published in
pamphlet form dealing with particular industries. Here we
have space only for a brief description of a few of the
factories visited, which will serve to illustrate the general
conditions throughout Soviet industry,

Metal and Engineering Works

The Metal Workers’ Section of the Delegation visited
metal and engineering works of every description, including
blast furnaces, steel furnaces, tin and sheet mills, foundries
and engineering shops. In every instance, without exception,
at the factories we visited new and modern workshops were
cither erected or in course of erection. German and Belgian
machines of the latest types were very much in evidence,
cither at work or waiting to be installed in the new factories
when completed. We were told by the responsible persons at
each factory that the machinery they needed would have been
purchased in Britain if credits had been available, And
although much of the plant in use is antiquated, the Delega-
tion was everywhere impressed with the achievements already
made in the short period of five years of reconstruction since
the Civil Wars and the famine. New factories and work-
shops are being set up, and are already partially in use, which’
compare very favourably in equipment with the most modern
undertakings of any capitalist country in the world.

Attached to every factory we found training schools,
workers’ clubs, clinics and every possible institution for the

“comfort and safety of the workers. Cultural and social life
find their place in the organisation of every factory. The
workers have their own theatres, reading rooms. games rooms,
rest rooms and study circles. In the clinics we saw the babies
of the mothers who are at work being cared for on the most
modern lines, while nursing mothers are allowed time off
work each day to feed their children.

At Gorlovka, in the Donetz Basin, we found a magnificent
Palace of Labour, where theoretical and practical lessons
were being given to boys and girls by fully qualified teachers.
The boys and girls enter the school at 14 ycars of age, and
seceive three years' training, during which period they are
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paid 48 roubles per month—equal to about 22s. 6d. per week.
The Delegation could not help contrasting this first-class
training and practical experience, which equips the young
workers for their part in the building up of Socialism in
Russia, with the condition of hundreds of young workers in
Great Britain, following blind alley occupations, and facing
a stunted and blighted future. .~ . - . 0
Some of the Delegation visited the Tomsky Steel Works. -
There are eight smelting furnaces of the ppen hearth Siemens
type, similar to our own and quite up-to-date, with a capacity
of 45 to 75 tons each. The valves, especially the gas valves,.
seem antiquated. A first-hand smelter .-was reversing his
smelter while we were near, and he had to have the assistance
of three men to weigh down while he turned the gas on the
other end; the furnaces were reversed every 15 to 20 minutes,.
_Foundations are in hand and the flues built for two new
furnaces. The blast-furnaces are quite modern. There is an
aerial railway from the coal pit to the batteries, and an
overhead carriage containing the coal is automatically tipped
on the blast-furnates being charged. The iron ore and other
material is raised from the ground in trucks by .means of a
Lft. The gas producers are out of date; new gas producers
of the very latest type are being built; these are German, and
a German firm is building them, The Mill Furnaces (re~
heating furnaces) and Soakers are like the British type and
modern, There are good Mills; plates, angles and sheets are-
turned out, The little Merchant Mill was going merrily and
whirring and groaning as if the fiture of the U.S.S.R.
depended on it. In the steel works, as in the -factories and
other workshops where there is machinery, posters are stuck
up in conspicuous places warning the workers against -dan-
perous practices. The skull and cross-bones is the ** extreme
danger " sign, Posters are very widely used. When we
visited the steel workers® club we saw posters with appropriate
illustrations and plans of certain sections of the plant, also
diagrams and chirts showing the membership of the Union
at different periods; the output of the works is shown in the
same way, and there are also tables showing the materials
used in the processes. 12,000 people are employed at these
works; and the workers’ district committee looks after the
interests of 25,000 workers, including the auxiliary industries.
There is 100 per cent. organisation in these steel works. -
A considerable amount of time was spent.in investigating
the Trade Union organisation. In the factories which we
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visited we obtained full particulars of the structure and
learnt the detailed activities of the different bodies. There
is a single metal workers’ union, on an industrial basis,
embracing every kind of worker attached to the metal and
engineering industries. The membership of the Union in
1927 was 860,000. A general meeting of the workers employed
in each factory elects a Factory Committee which acts as
the official mouthpiece of the workers in that factory. In
addition to this there is a delegate conference, on the basis
of one delegate for five or more workers, according to the
. total number employed, which acts as an advisory body for
the Factory Commuttee, and besides discussing the report
of the Factory Committee, receives and fully discusses the
report of the management of the factory. Once a year there
is a special ‘‘ Production Conference,’* which considers the
financial report of the factory during the previous twelve
months, and criticises and makes suggestions for better
_organisation and management. Sub-committees of the Factory
Committee are appointed for social, educational and indus-
trial purposes. It is important to note that the factory itself
provides the Factory Committee with funds for its social and
' educational activities; the amount provided is from § to 2 per
cent. of the total amount of the pay roll, according to the
size of the factory. In general the Delegation was impressed
by the vitality of the Trade Union organisation in the
factories and could not help comparing the activities of the
Factory Committee and conferences with the usual discussions
in the British Trade Union branch meetings.

We asked many questions of the workers in every
factory with regard to their conditions, and their replies
showed that a continual improvement has taken place and
that their conditions now compare favourably with those of
similar workers in capitalist countries.

Railways

It has been asserted by the enemies of the Soviet Govern-
ment that the workers would prove incapable of managing
the economic enterprises of the country and, “in particular,
such a large concern as the railways. We were, therefore,
particularly interested to notice the efficiency of the train
service, the speed and smooth running of the trains, the
spaciousness of the restaurant cars and the excellence of the
meals, and the. comfort and warmth of the sleeping accom-
modation in particular.
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Railway workers are getting considerably higher wages
than before the Revolution, ranging from the lowest-paid
workers, the junior guards, who get about 30s. a week, up to
the engine-drivers with £3 10s., all with the usual social
insurance benefits and additional pension rights. They are
also provided free with artificial limbs, teeth and glasses where
necessary. ‘The hours are eight per day usually, but four and
six for those on dangerous ot semi-dangerous work, and these
from January onwards will be reduced to seven, three and
five respectively. :

It must be borne in mind that no part of Russia's
economic organisation suffered from the War and the Civil
War more severely than the railways. Bridges had to be
rebuilt, track relaid, and worn-out and dangerous rolling stock
replaced. The work has been steadily and rapidly carried
out, and the track extended. The railway service as a
whole now compares very favourably with that in any
European country.

A section of the Delegation visited the Railway
Engincering shops at Tiflis, where 2,700 workers are
employed. In these shops practically the whole of the
machinery and material has been produced in Russia. The
shiops are expanding rapidly, and new plant is being installed

‘to cope with the demand for new and bigger locomotives.

In a few weeks' time the whole plant will be electrically
driven from the new hydro-electrical power station which has
just been erected.  After careful investigation we came to the
conclusion that the machinery and methods of production,
though behind the best European standards, were good,
especially if the difficulties with which the work of recon-
struction has had to contend are taken into consideration, and
it was obvious that very rapid progress is now being made.

We found a number of workers here who were able to
speak English, and learnt from them the conditions without
the aid of interpreters. All of them stated that their
economic and social conditions were considerably better than
before the Revolution, and were steadily improving with the
general improvement in industry. One point of great interest
was the care taken in the training of young workers, who
serve a three years' apprenticeship. During the first year
they work 4 hours per day in the shop and spend 4 hours
at school. During the second and third they work 6 hours
per day in the shop and spend two in the school. They
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teceive wages from the moment they begin work, on a rising
scale as their skill increases; they are also admitted into the
Trade Union and pay on the same basis as the adults, namely
2 per cent. of their actual wages. Membership of the Union
is voluntary, but very few fail to join. The Union concerned
is the Railwaymen's Union, which in 1927 had a membership
of 1,097,000. '

In the Mines

The Miners’ Section of the Delegation visited, among
others, Pit No. 1 at Gorlovka, in the Donetz Coalfield. It
is an old pit, having been worked for 54 years, and during
the counter-revolutionary attacks from the South, Denikin
had occupied this area and destroyed machinery and flooded
the mines. During the last five years, however, the pit has
been reopened and at present employs 3,500 men, the output
for last year being 412,000 tons. One of the seams inspected
was on a gradient of 55 degrees and 4 feet thick; the
method of timbering was as near perfection as ever seen in a
mine. The coal is cast down to the bottom heading, where it
is filled into tubs. ‘

The hours of the underground workers are six per shift
(reckoned from when they leave the pit-head until they get
back there). All miners get good houses rent free, heating
and electric light for nothing, besides all the social insurance
advantages which are common to all industries. Moreover
they get working clothes supplied, and pithead baths,

In preparation for going down into the mines we were
taken to a large and well-heated bathroom containing about
15 large porcelain baths already filled with hot water in
readiness for the shift shortly expected up. Here we un-
dressed and were given a set of the men’s pit clothes,
consisting of a cotton shirt and pants, canvas tunic and
trousers, and linen foot cloths, all spotlessly clean, together
with high leather boots and leather hats or helmets. These
clothes are supplied to each man free, and are also regularly
washed for him without charge. When we got back to the
surface again we had most welcome hot baths and changed

.back into our own clothes, just as every miner did. It was
a treat to see the miners coming out of the bathroom after
their day’s toil (six hours), clean, healthy, well-built fellows,
looking very smart in their beautifully embroidered Russian
shirts and good thick blue cloth blouses. When we con-
sidered the general conditions of the British miners, the miles
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most of them have to walk in filthy pit clothes, and the
difficulties of washing in their homes, we could not ‘help
thinking that we had that day seen something typlcal of the
difference between Communism and Capitalism.

We noticed particularly the village Palace of Labour,
which is the property of the Miners’ Trade Union district
" organisation and is the centre for the whole political, social,
educational and recreational life of the miners. It cost
£60,000, and contains reading rooms, club rooms, study
rooms, women's debating and sewing rooms, a night créche,
Pioneers’ room, Lenin room, and a lecture hall, together
with a theatre seating 1,500 people; we contrasted this
building with the halls erected under the Miners’ Welfare
Scheme in Britain., ,

Another mine visited was at Rutchekovka, where similar
conditions existed as at the Gorlovka mine. In order to
cope with the tremendous coal face cut by the Sullivan
machine, part of the coal was brought up by a unique type
of conveyor, with a single scoop, worked on an endless rope.
The rapidity with which the coal is taken from the face is
amazing. Here two new shafts have been sunk to a depth
of 600 yards. The shafts have a diameter of 24 feet, and:
they are expected to raise 700,000 tons per annum. This is
part of the extension work in the Donetz area which has
already brought the total production up to 30 per cent. over
pre-war, : .

A visit was also paid to the coke and by-products plant,
which is a most up-to-date installation. The by-products,
namely, gas, benzole, pitch, tar, .ammonia, dyes, etc., are
part of the industry, and the proceeds from the manufacture
of these products go to the industry as a whole and are not
separated into two departments as in Bntain, - Bearing in
mind the present conditions in the British mining industry,
this fact made a deep impression on the British Delegation.

A visit was also paid to the industrial school for boys and
girls from 14 to 17 years of age. They learn mining,
engineering and electrical engineering, working 4 hours and
going to school for 4 hours, coming out at the end of their
course with a first-class mental equipment for their life’s work,

We also visited the Karl Liebknecht Salt Mine. The
shaft is 400 feet deep, and the seam is 154 feet thick, half
of which is now being worked. Practically everything is
done by machinery, and the conditions of labour are excellent,
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electric light being everywhere. This mine supplies all of
Russia’s needs, and the surplus i1s exported to the Border
States and even to China and Japan.

: In the Oilfields

We visited the oilfields a few miles out of Baku. The
field we visited once formed part of the Caspian Sea and in
1904 the Tsar's Government commenced to fill it up. The
filling in was completed by 1914 and comprises 120 acres.
The first shaft was sunk by the Soviets in 1922; the method
of sinking was steam drilling and was both slow and costly.
The American Rota method is in operation now and is much
more economical, enabling them to reach oil much sooner,
They sunk 42 in one year by the old method, but are able
to sink 130 a year by the new method. A still newer method
invented by a Russian engineer was being tried when we
visited the oilfields. They are sinking 7 new wells every
month. The depth varies from 200 to 600 metres. Until
1921 they pumped the oil to the surface in buckets, now they
pump it through pipes of 4 to 6 inches. The old method
needed 15 men, but the same work can now be done by 3 men.

. We also visited the refinery and saw the various processes
the crude oil goes through. At one end of the distillery the
crude oil goes in and at the other end it comes out as
benzine, gasoline, kerosene, machine oil, cylinder oil, vaseline,
and wax cakes; and from the dregs pitch and asphalt are
made, ‘

We then went to the Grozny oilfield and visited the new
housing scheme, the community living houses, workmen’s
clubs, and the Palace of Labour. In this oilfield 6,000
workers are employed and 90 technicians. The Community
House is for single men; here board and lodging and all the
social amenities are provided for 18 roubles a month. They
each have a locker; spray bath$ are provided, and 12 of them
share one dormitory. We also visited the school which has
just been built out of the profits from oil at a cost of about
£20,000. The ages of the scholars ranged from 12 to 14
years. It was a mixed school, and owing to the dearth of
buildings the scholars have to take their turns, The frst
shift begins at 7.15 and ends at 11.55. The second shift
begins at 12 and finishes at 4.15 p.m.

The manager of the oil wells informed us that the
refineries in 1914 turned out 1,450,000 tons. Much damage
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was done by the White Guards here, flooding the mines,
smashing machinery and destroying houses. However, the

Soviet Government has tackled the work of reconstruction,

and although in 1921 output was only 200,000 tons, in 1927
it was over 3,000,000 tons, the number of men employed in
1927 being 14,500 as compared with 9,500 before the
Revolution. They are * rationalising ** the industry, and
the workers are getting the benefit of it all. They have
installed 400 of the newest type of pumps. In 1921 they
had 121 of the old type; this year they have only 50. In
1921 they had 40 pumps driven by electric power; this yeat
400 are driven by electricity and only 3 per cent. steam driven.

The improvements in technique and the increased produc-
tion of the oil industry are bringing very definite advantages

for the workers. Out of the profits new housing schemes are -

being carried out, where the workers live remt free (see
Section IV.); £150,000 has been put into the construction
of schools; and loans of £55,000 have been made to the
co-operative societies; while buildings for workers’ clubs
have also been put up. Through the whole of the oilfields
there is evidence .of very rapid technical progress, while
from conversations with the workers, as well as from the
concrete evidence of the new houses, workers’ clubs, etc., we
are satisfied that the conditions of the workers are infinitely
better than in Tsarist days.

The development of the oil output and export has assisted
in breaking the monopoly prices in (Great Britain—and has
also resulted in the campaign against Russian oil now being
conducted by interests hostile to the British workers.

A Chkocolate, Sweet and Biscuit Factory -

This Moscow Factory, which ‘is the biggest chocolate
factory in Russia, employs 2,275 workers, of whom the great
majority are women. There are 300 members of the Com-
munist Party among these workers and also a number of
candidates and Young Communists.

The women looked very clean and bright in their holland
overalls and white headkerchiefs (provided and washed free
by the factory authorities) and there was an atmosphere of
happiness and good comradeship throughout the whole factory
which made it a pleasant place to be in. When we went into
the various departments many of the women. crowded round
us and shook hands; one or two who were leaming to speak
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English at their-club asked us eager questions about con-
ditions in England, .

All the machinery used (some of it extremely up-to-date)
was Enpglish, mostly from Vickers, and in the export depart-
ment they were working hard to fill a large export order from
London. They were very anxious for us to taste everything;
the biscuits and sweets were excellent, and we tasted some
plain Russian chocolate which was just as good as Terry's
best. The factory is at present only producing 50 per cent.
of its possible chocolate output because the Soviet Govern-
ment is not able to import cocoa beans in sufficient quantity,
the needs of the heavy industries having to be supplied first.

We saw the workers’ dining room, a beautiful big hall
where an excellent dinner with soup, meat, vegetables and a
sweet is supplied for 40 kopecks (10d.), or without meat for
25 kopecks (6d.). The workers' hours are from 7 to 11 and
12 to 4 p.m., and their wages average about 45s, a weck.
We also went over a big and well-furnished créche, which is
provided free for the workers' children, where we saw
children from two months to three years, all looking healthy
and well cared for.

Textile Factories

The cotton factory which one group visited was called
* The Leader of the proletariat,’”” at Egoryesk, three hours’
journey in the train from Moscow. It was an old factory,
built in the time of the Tsars, but already many things
have been done to improve the conditions of the workers.
As soon as we entered the mill all workers were eager to know
which country we came from, what was our occupation,
whether the women workers in the British Textile Factories
take an active interest in the Trade Unions, what were the
opinions of the workers regarding the General Strike and the
miners’ lock-out; and a very interesting question—'* When
are the British workers going to defeat capitalism?’® These
and many other questions were asked of us, but these are
taken from notes made at the time to show how far the
ordinary rank and file textile workers in Soviet Russia have
advanced in politics.

* Going through the factory we were compelled to notice
the ease and freedom of the workers; there were no signs of
any manager and foreman who bullied the workers. One
woman spinner told us that if anyone has a complaint about
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bad work, ot something wrong with her wages, she reports
the matter to the Factory Committee, who discuss the case
with the manager and an agreement is reached, usually in
favour of the workers. We asked one spinner if she pre-
ferred the Soviet Government rather than the Tsar. This is
wbhat she told us:— - -

Before the Revolution 1n 1917 she worked 10} to 11 hours
per day, now she only worked 8 hours, and from the 8 hours
is taken 30 minutes for lunch, and 10 minutes’ every two
hours, which leaves seven hours actual work. Before the
Revolution there were no holidays, now she gets 14 days in
the summer (with full pay), also three days in November and
May Day with full pay. Before there was no recreation for
workers, but now there are the Workers’ Clubs (named
* Marx "’ and ‘' Lenin ') controlled by the workers, where
study circles, games, physical culture, a library with many
books, reading rooms and a small theatre are open for the
workers of the factory,

Attached to the factory is a créche, or nursing home for
children, where mothers who are working leave their children
under the care of trained nurses during working hours. If
the mother wishes after working hours to attend meetings,
amusements, etc., she just gives her children to the nurse
attached to the club. ‘

In the weaving department we were particularly struck
with the health and vigour of the girls and women. We
asked a question about wages, and ‘a woman worker told
us that before the Revolution the wages were 18 roubles’
(36s.) for a month, working 10} hours per day with two
looms. In 1927 her wages are 60 roubles (120s.) per month,
for 8 hours per day (7 hours’ actual work), holidays with full
pay; and when she is ** waiting ** on a ‘‘ beam ** it does not
affect her wages. She gets free medical advice, and if her
health is none too good her Trade Union can send her to a
Rest Home, where every attention is given to her, and on
return she receives full wages for the period of her absence
from work. A woman also receives two months’ rest before
and two months' after confinement, and special allowances
are given for the child’s benefit during the first nine months.

Another day we visited 2 Woollen Dyeworks in Lenin-
grad, and.found the same freedom of the workers in the
factory. All textile workers know what a dyehouse is, and
what happens to the workers’ clothes, so we enquired and
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were informed that they received two suits of clothes each
year and two pairs of boots. As the work in the dychouse
is considered unhealthy each worker receives one month's
holiday with full pay. We found the average wages here
were 110 roubles (220s.) per month, plus free medical
attendance and all the other benefits.

Attached to this factory was a créche with 35 infants,
and another for children aged three and eight years, where
they were prepared for a higher school. There was also a
large Workers’ Club for study and amusement.

Calico Printing

At the First State Printing Works, where nearly 3,000
workers are employed, we found that the hours of labour were
46, including meal hours; one-thitrd of the workers, in
occupations scheduled as dangerous, worked even shorter
hours (for example, all in the dyeing houses worked only
six hours a day) and had four weeks' paid holiday instead
of the normal two weeks. Juveniles between 16 and 18
worked six hours and spent two hours at school, being paid
for eight hours. When operatives were selected for special
training they had four hours of work and four hours of
school, irrespective of age, being paid for eight hours. In
all processes where acids and chemicals were used, workers
were supplied with milk daily. The hours of labour for
platers in the bleach croft were seven per day, including
meals, and the workers were provided with protective
clothing, also having one month’s paid holiday. In every
section of the trade women had freedom to work on any
process and received the same wages and conditions as men.
The wages were 120 per cent, higher than before the
Revolution (with a cost of living approximately 100 per cent.
higher), and the hours averaged 40 per cent. less. In
addition, every employee was provided with housing accom-
modation or its equivalent in money; and those who had to
travel two.miles to work were supplied with free travelling
tickets. In addition to wages, an amount equal to 21} per
cent. on the total pay-roll and rent allowances was paid by
the Trust for social insurance purposes, without any deduction
from wages. Club rooms were provided, and a quarter per
cent. on total wages was also paid for the maintenance of a
créche. During sickness foll wages were paid, and if sick
workers were certified not fit to resume their occupation they
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were transferred to the charge of the Health Commissariat.
Other social insurance benefits were paid as in all industries,
for example, before and after confinement women were
allowed a total of four months off duty with full pay, and
received free medical attendance and food and clothing
grants for the infants. The operative’s right to pension
begins at 85 years.

These conditions, noted at this particular factory, apply
throughout the industry under a collective agreement between
the Trade Union (Textile Workers, membership in 1927,
826,000, embracing all sections of the textile industry) and
the State Trusts. We have no hesitation in saying that the
general standard of life of these workers is higher than in
Britain, which is all the more remarkable because of the
disadvantages which the country suffers through lack of
machinery. ’

Clothing Factories

Up to a very recent period the system of production in
the clothing trade in Russia was for the journeyman tailor
to make garments at home, or at least in very small work-
shops. During the past’ few years a revolution has taken -
place in production, and now the method of making all
classes of clothing is far in advance of any factory in
England. The conveyor system, an American method of
economical production, is in operation. In Moscow the
cutting for all the factories is done in one workshop, and the
cut cloth 1s then dispatched to the various factories to be
made up. The lay-out of the factories is a long line of
machines. Men and women at one end of the factory
divide the cloth and distribute it to the various workers,
The work then travels in a direct line down the room, only
leaving the line where pressing or finishing is required, and
these operators work immediately behind the machine, When
the garment reaches the end of the line it is ready for pressing
off on the next floor. .

The first factory visited employed 1,200 workers on two
shifts. The first shift starts at 7 a.m, to 12.30, and 1.15 to
3.45 p.m. and they are followed by the mext shift at 4 to
12 pm. The day shift have a five minutes’ pause every
hour; this operates on the late shift also up to 10 p.m., and
from then onward a ten minutes’ pause is given; these pauses
are in addition to a 15 minutes’ break for food at 8 p.m.
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Overtime is paid at the rate of 1} times for the first two
hours and double time after; double time is paid also when
Sundays are worked. There is one month’s holiday with pay
given to all workers. At this factory 150 workers are
employed on the divisional system to make a single coat,
132 workers make a pair of trousers, and 75 people make a
vest.

The lack of machinery makes the cost of production very
high, as for instance, pressing is almost entirely done by
hand. The few pressing machines used are out of date.
A new pressing machine, bought in America, was standing
idle, as when used it burned the garments, owing to their
lack of knowledge how to use it, The cheapest suits are
nearly all made with hand buttonholes, which cost seven
kopecks (13d.) each, whereas if made by a machine they
would not cost two kopecks (3d.) each.

Men and women work the same operations and receive the
same rates of pay on piece work. Wages vary according to
ability. The monthly earnings in 1022-23 were 48.90 roubles,
or about 253, a week. By 1926-27 they had risen to 123.70
roubles (about 62s. a week) and are sure to be further
increased in 1927-28. Married and pregnant women are not
expected to work on the late shift. Créches for the children,
social clubs and canteens were attached to the factories, just
the same as in other trades. .

" At the No. 3 clothing factory, which had previously been
a gaol, the medical clinic treated 40 patients per day. The
percentage of workers treated in 1822-23 was 18 per cent., in
1026-27 it was 7.1 per cent. The women workers showed a
keen interest in English politics, and at one firm asked that a
similar delegation of Russian workers should visit English
workshops. The Russian directors stated that they were
anxious to purchase modern machinery from England as soon
as possible,

Blind Workers in U.S.S.R.

We include here some itams which we collected in Moscow,
in connection with the working conditions and general position
of blind workers. By a Tenth Anniversary decree, a pension
of 60 roubles (£6) per month is given to blind persons.
There are 1,300 blind persons in Moscow, 800 of whom are
working. Their minimum wage in the workshops is 87
roubles plus 10 roubles for extra allowances—a total of about
£10 per month, The blind workess are organised in the



Union catering for the industry; there is no special league
of blind workers. An association of blind workers, however,
attends to the educational and social life of blind persons.
Their average earnings in the Brush trade are 120 to_ubles
(£12) monthly; they are said to show 75 per cent. efficiency
of ordinary workers. They work a 7-hour day. Women are
found to be cleverer than men 1n bookbinding. The chief
occupations of blind workers are brush-making, bookbinding,
basket-making, and cut-paper work,

Ex-service men blinded in the war get two-thirds of the
Trade Union wages until efficient, and then receive the rate
they earned before losing their sight. One factory assembles
one-horse power motors. This workshop and the brush-
making workshop are self-supporting; the Government gives
preference to the produce of blind workshops. The factory
visited was opened three years ago. The blind workers are
living in one block of buildings; there are créches and
welfare activities as in other trades. It should be noted
that blind pensions are forfeited for begging. -

Boot and Leather Industry

The boot industry had been suffering severely a few years
ago from lack of machinery, but Germany is now supplying
machines. It is surprising to learn to what a remarkable de-
gree the manufacture of renewal machine parts has been
developed in Russia itself. To-morrow Russia will have gone
a step further and will be actually making her own machinery.

In all branches of the industry it was apparent that the
health of the worker receives prime consideration. In the
tanneries especially everything possible is done to protect the
health of the worker. Improvements in method and machinery
are continually being applied both to improve the quality of
the leather and to¢ eliminate obnoxious operations. A fine
system of shower baths makes it possible for the worker to
leave for home after the day’'s work feeling fresh and clean.

In most boot and shoe factories the ventilation is magnifi-
cent, The impure air is drawn out of the workrooms by great
fans operating through large pipes laid along the roof and
which have vents inserted at regular intervals, thus ensuring
that every cubic inch of air is continually replenished through-
out the room, The rooms always smell clean and warm. This
is very important when we take into consideration the high

mortality from tuberculosis in the Boot and Shoe industry
the world over. .
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Certain operations are considered fo be unhealthy and
difficult; only strong men are allowed to work under such
conditions, whilst in England it is quite common for youths
to be employcd on similar operations, In all such cases the
workers are 2llowed four weeks’ annual holiday with full
pay. ~All other workers are allowed two weeks with full
pay. Those workers doing’ unhealthy work are particularly
watched for any sign of ill-health. If sickness occurs the
worker is allowed an adequate period for a rest, with full
pay, and will if necessary be sent to a rest home, The
period spent in the rest home has no bearing whatever on his
annual holiday, In addition, evening rest homes are pro-
vided for the worker who is not actually ill, but who feels
“ off colour.” In these homes he receives instruction in
physical culture, and a special system of dieting, etc., quickly
brings him back to health again. All machines are protected,
and large pictures of workers being pulled round revolving
shafts, etc., give adequate warning to the too reckless.

- The control of the factories is entirely in the hands of
the workers. ‘The only person not directly appointed by the
workers themselves is the manager, who is appointed by the
State Trust, The official sanction of the Union must be
gained, however, before the manager takes charge. But
although the workers cannot appoint the manager, yet they
have adequate power to have him removed if he is found to
be inefficient or lacking in comradely feeling.

In fact the centre of authority in the workshops is not
the manager, but the factory committee appointed by the
workers. All foremen are elected, but work subject to the
decisions of the Industrial Council which hammers out
schemes for the greater efficiency of the factory, All workers
are encouraged to suggest any improvement either in
machinery or method of working, All accepted suggestions
are paid for. In all departments the workers show a very
high degree of skill, and the materials used are absolutely
the best obtainable; great care is taken to prevent any possible
waste,

The output in all factories is rapidly increasing. One
factory named after the Paris Commune, and which is typical
of others, has increased production in the last three years
from 1,400 pairs per day to 2,400 pairs. Another large fac-
tory in Leningrad produces 20,000 pairs per day. Awverage
wages have risen to the extent of 114 roubles 64 kopecks
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(about £11) per month, as compared to 91 roubles 81 kopecks
(about £9) three years ago. The duration of the working
day is 8 hours (46 hours per week). ln no instance, however,
does the operative work the whole 8 hours, as rest intervals
are allowed which shorten the working day by from 30 to 40
minutes.

Vigorous efforts are now being made to further develop
the industry, The new workshops which are being erected
are not the mere damp brick structures to which we are
accustomed in England. The new workshops are as well
built, bright and sanitary as many English Sanatoria,
There is no doubt whatever that the workers are happier,
healthier and far more free than the workers in Capitalist
Britain, The success of workers’ control is beyond argument,

A Moscow Tram Depot )

The Apakov tram depot is of considerable size, with
1,650 workers in all departments, including the repair shop;
it is named after the only worker in the depot who was a
Communist in 1917, who organised the workers for the
revolutionary struggle, and in the campaign against Denikin
was captured and burnt alive by the Whites. Now, they
told us, 270 of the workers were Communists, and they had
brought the educational level of the workers up to a very high
standard.

In the repair shops we found that the engineers all get
working clothes once a year. In the lunch interval they
insisted on a little meeting, when speeches of welcome were
exchanged, and we conveyed to them the thanks of the miners
for their help during the lockout, .The friendliness and
comradeship they showed us was quite moving, They were
exceedingly proud of their conditions, They showed us over a
new building, on the ground floor of which were lockers for
their clothes, which they changed coming on to duty and
going off, and next to this was a beautifully-equipped room
with shower baths round the walls, large porcelain baths, and
wash basins in the middle where they cleaned up before
changing and going home, Exactly similar arrangements
were in another room for the women—30 per cent. of the
drivers and conductors are women, On the upper floor of this
building there was a fine hall used as an eating room and rest
room, where we saw those workers who brought their own
food having a good meal, and playing chess and other
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games. About a dozen drivers, male and female, clad in
bathing costumes, were being instructed in physical exercises.
In the evening the room was used for the musical and dra-
matic circles, and for other entertainments and meetings.

We then went across to the building used by the traffic
section and found a number of men and women drivers and
conductors changing shift. In general they worked the
** straight eight,” but were occasionally obliged to work split
shifts when changing duties. In such cases the interval
between duties ranked for pay at double rates, and also
counted as double hours worked. For example, 3 hours’
morning duty, a 3 hours’ interval, and a 3 hours’ afternoon
duty, ranked for pay as 12 hours, and counted as 12 hours
towards the maximum of 172 hours per month worked by the
trafiic section. Work is at present limited to a maximum
of 8 hours a day, with 24 duties a month. Revised schedules
are now being worked out, and from January the 7-hour day
comes into force.

Among other rooms that we saw must be mentioned the
Library. It contained 7,450 books; and under a joint arrange-
ment with other Moscow factories a substantial portion of the
books was changed each month, and practically any book
could be got. The books ranged over a very wide number of
subjects, including novels and children’s books as well as
educational and political books. The librarian told us that
the average number of books taken out was 120 each day;
of these about 50 per cent. were novels afid children’s books,
25 per cent. scientific and educational, and 25 per cent.
political. .

We also saw the canteen, and checked over some prices,
coming to the unapimous conclusion that no items were
higher than in Britain (bread for example was much the same
as here, 4d. for the kilo. loaf, a little over 2 1bs.); eggs were
1d. each, and sausages, cheese, etc., were much the same
as here. Good meat, we were told by several of the workers,
ranged from 7d. to 9d. a lb. And there was no question
about the fact that they fed well; they all told us that food
was plentiful and cheap, and their general appearance and
vitality gave evident proof of this fact.

All the depot employees were in the Municipal Workers'
Union; the contribution was 2 per cent. of wages. They bad,
of course, their factory committee, and numbers of other
groups were taking an active part in the business and social



sides of the work. The depot sent 3 delegates to the District
Soviet and also to the Moscow Soviet. Financially, the whole
of the Moscow tramways are worked as a single system, and
in the last completed year the balance sheet showed an income
of 40,000,000 roubles, with expenditure of 31,000,000, lcgv-
ing a surplus equivalent to £900,000. This surplus was being
used for improving the buildings and extending the equip-

ment.
Building :

During our visit to Russia the A.U.B. T W. representatives
devoted special attention to building work and housing, and
the work, working and living conditions of those employed
in the building trades, We were given every facility for
doing this by the Soviet authorities, the officials of the
Building Workers' Union, and, with eager enthusiasm, by the
workers themselves,

The building workers work eight hours a day. It was
evident to us that they have more freedom on the job than
we experience in this country. There is no supervision of the
type that we have here, and the work is carried on under
easier conditions, The Russian building workers are assuredly
more content than are the building workers in Britain,
Unemployment has not the terrors for them that it has for -
us; the work is not casual work as it is here. They do not
run the risk of being ** knocked off ** because of wet weather,
lack of materials, or other conditions over which they have
no control; and the building workers of the cities are as well
off during the long winter, despite the periods when outside
work is impossible, as in the summer, We mention * building
workers of the cities * because the ranks of the building
workers are frequently augmented by the influx of surplus
workers from the land who come into the towns from the
surrounding villages, and, in season, return again to the

. country.

In many places we were able to see the building workers
active in their employment. We were struck with the strength
and solidity of the work, The walls are extraordinanly
thick. In big buildings this is especially the case. In
examining the walls of an electric power station just outside
Moscow, we noticed that not only have they a damp course
in the foundations, at the ground level, to keep the dampness
from ascending the wall, but also behind the bricks in each
and every course. On the outside walls they have this damp-
proof course to prevent the moisture from penetrating.
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Even as regards workers’ dwelling-houses they appear to
us to make the walls too thick. Of course, the severities of
the Russian winter demand greater weather-resisting powers
from the walls, and the houses must necessarily have double
windows. Nevertheless, we think economy could be effected
by baving a cavity in the walls, without increasing the thick-
ness, The tools used by the Russian building workers were
old and antiquated. We tried them, and in particular found
the Russian trowel a very awkward tool. As one of our
Delegation remarked : ** It is like laying bricks with a button-
hook.” In the Don Basin we went down the shaft of a
coal mine which was being bricked by building trade
workers, over 1,000 feet down. The most primitive kind of
trowels were being used; just like butter-patters. It is un-’
fortunate for the workers and the industry of Britain,
just as it is unfortunate for the Russians, that the British
Government has crippled and prevented trade between this
country and the workers’ Socialist Republics. ** Why don't
you get proper building tools ?’* we frequently asked. ** Why
don't you get your Government to trade with us? ** was the
invariable reply. And when we asked them why they did not
make modemn tools for themselves, the usual answer was
. that: *“ We can’t afford at present to stop the pressing work
we have in hand.”

Another thing that astonished us in regard to the building -
work we saw in operation was the very substantial and the
costly character of the scaffolding on buildings over one
storey. We believe there is far too much work and material
put into 1t. Certainly, however, there are no risks as regards
safety run by the building workers of Russia; everything is
made absolutely safe for them. .

All the workers in the Building Industry are organised in
the one Building Workers’ Union. In July of this year the
membership figures were 819,887, and the membership now
approximates to nearly a million. As is only to be expected
in a workers’ country, Trade Unionists are a privileged class.
This privilege finds expression in easier access to the social
and cultural life of the community. Trade Unionists, for
instance, are only charged half-price on presentation of their
g‘htade Union card for entrance to theatres and sporfs assem-

es,

It was our good fortune, while in Moscow, to go to the
Building Workers' Club. The Workers’ Clubs are a great
universal and growing factor in Russian life. The workers
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make use of these clubs not merely for social gatherings but
for technical and general educational classes, and for cultural
work. It was our pleasure, while at this Building Workers’
Club, to be able to present an old Builders’ Union banner to
the building workers of Moscow. The appreciation, delight
and enthusiasm of the building workers and their wives and’
sweethearts—they always take their women-folk to their
clubs—of this little expression of international solidarity were
beyond our wildest expectations. The Russians have their
own ways of demonstrating their affectionate enthusiasm.
We were taken by a member of the stalwart workers and
thrown into the air a number of times, always safely caught in
the outstretched arms, amidst shouts of approval and much
playing by the band. )

Subsequently we were shown the technical school, which
is part of the Club, and witnessed the acting of a Revolu-
tionary play which the building workers had produced and
of which they are particularly proud.

There can be no question that the Building Workers'
Union exercises a profound influence on the lives of the
Russian building workers. The unit of organisation of the
Union is the Local Workers’ Committee, which is elected at
general all-inclusive workers’ meetings on the job or under-
taking, or when operations are carried on over a wide area,
bi}}’i meetings of delegates from building works, factories or
offices.

Insofar as we were able to judge, the wages, including
State and Union social benefits, relative to the cost of living,
would compare favourably with those of the building workers
in other countries., Food is good and plentiful; the workers
are warmly and comfortably dressed, and rents are low, and
paid in accordance with salaries received, that is to say, that
a higher paid worker would pay more rent for the same, or
similar house, than a lower paid worker.

The Building Workers® Union is 100 per cent. organised
in the towns and cities, and includes all employed in the
building industry as such. Building workers employed in
steel works come under the jurisdiction of the Metal Workers'
Ur:iion. those employed in the mines under the Miners’ Union,
and so on.
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v
‘WAGES, RENTS AND HOUSING

In examining the position with regard to wages, the dele-
gates were struck with the fact that the money wages were
only a part of the total benefits received by the workers. No
contributions whatever are made by the workers to the social
insurance schemes which provide extensive benefits and en-
tirely remove any necessity to save for sicknmess, childbirth, -
accident or other interruption in earning capacity or special
family needs. . The whole of the social insurance funds is
a direct charge on the employing concern. Again, in all
cases rent is proportionate to average earnings; in the case
of lower paid grades being infinitesimal—1/- or 1/6 a week,
which sum not only pays for the rooms occupied, but also
covers lighting, central heating, water supply, and other
municipal services, (It may be noted that even this small
charge is remitted for unemployed workers; also that in all
cases where rent is paid, it goes entirely for the maintenance
of buildifigs and services.) In the case of many industrial
concerns, which have built new and excellent housing
accommodation for the workers, no rent whatever is charged,
the maintenance and services being free. We even came
across one case where some of the workers lived in old
houses of the Tsarist period not only rent free, but
actually received a special allowance as compensation for
having to live in the old houses, pending the extension
of the new housing schémet Another important point is
that throughout the whole of industry the workers are
provided with the necessary clothes, boots, etc.; actual
examples which we ourselves saw have been mentioned in the
previous section. . Then again, in all concerns of any size
there is a co-operative restaurant, where food of first-rate
quality can be got at remarkably low prices. Many factories,
especially those lying at a distance from the towns, also have
general co-operative stores where articles of all kinds can be
obtained cheaply.

The very important questions of education, recreation and
amusements are well provided for. The libraries and study
circles, club rooms, games, musical circles, dramatic circles,
etc., which are open to the families of the workers as well as
to the actual employees, are all free, the cost being defrayed
by the concern. Tickets for wvisits to theatres, opera houses,
cinemas, musenms, and art galleries are obtained through the
trade unions either free or at a very low cost.
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To consider the money wages alone gives therefore quite an
inadequate impression of the actual conditions of the workers.
But even if we take only the money wages received, the
general average wages, after correction for the cha_.nge in
prices, that is, the real wage, shows a 16.9 per cent, increase
over pre-war, Taking into account the various other advan-
tages indicated above, it is estimated that the real improve-
ment in the material conditions of the workers is between 30
and 40 per cent, above the pre-war level. We cannot, of
course, vouch for the exact accuracy of this estimate; bu_t.
having visited practically every type of industrial concern in
widely-distant parts of the Soviet Union, and having heard
the details from the workers themselves as well as inspecting
the pay-sheets, we can say, without hesitation, that the
material conditions of the workers represent a .very substan-
tial improvement on conditions before the Revolution, and
that the workers themselves, far from being discontented,
show a very real pride in their conditions,

A feature which created a great impression on us, as show-
ing the real economic successes of the Soviet system, was the
steady rise in wages since the period of reconstruction began.
During the last four years real wages (excluding the various
additional benefits enumerated above) have risen from 82.6
per cent. of 1913 to 116.9 per cent. of 1913. This is an
achievement which is in striking contrast with the stagnation
or even decline of real wages in capitalist countries throughout
the world, In Soviet Russia wages are not regulated by the
state of the labour market, or the determination of an exploit-
ing class to increase its profits, but by the actual economic
position of the country and the material possibilities of
improving the standard of life, The progress made by
Soviet industry during the last five years has therefore been
necessarily accompanied by a steady rise in wages. The
further economic progress—in which we have every confidence -
unless 1t is stopped by imperialist attacks—will bring with it
each year further wage increases, and further improvements
in housing and other conditions, and will raise the conditions
of the whole of the Russian workers far above the best con-
ditions in Britain or in any other capitalist country.

Many critics, especially in the capitalist press, have alleged
that the cost of living in Soviet Russia is excessively high.

From our personal investigations we are satisfied that this is
absolutely untrue. The best fresh meat can be obtained
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through the co-operative shops (which are everywhere and
supply practically the whole of the workers) at 7d. to 9d. a
Ib. ; excellent white bread is sold at 4d. for the kilo. loaf (a
little over 2 1bs.); when we were in Moscow eggs were a penny
each, and we were told that in the summer they were as low
as three a penny, These prices, which compare very favour.
ably with prices in Britain, refer to Moscow; in other towns
food-was even cheaper.

The only items in the workers' budget which were con-
siderably higher than in Britain were clothes, which appeared
to be about 50 per cent. higher than over here, But in this
connection the fact that working clothes are provided by the
employing concern is a substantial set-off against the high cost
of clothes bought by the workers; and as we have already
noted, the very large numbers of workers whom we saw in the
streets, theatres, etc., and especially the children, all had good
warm clothing, and it was obvious that the high price bad not
placed good clothes and boots beyond the purchasing power
of the workers. During the whole of our visit we never
saw a single child with broken boots! '

~ One of the most important aspects of the great work of
reconstruction now in progress—an aspect which is of special
significance for working class conditions—is the large number
of magnificent buildings and working-class homes that are
being erected. In the Moscow province alone, the value of
housing work in hand at present for the Moscow Soviet
(Town Council) is over £6,500,000.

. Special interest attaches to the building schemes in the
Baku oilfields, where 20,000 organised operatives are engaged
in the erection of houses, Prior to the revolution the wor-
kers were housed in one-room hovels made of mud, mostly
without windows. During the last five years splendid results
have already been achieved. Large new quarters have been,
built Yor the railwaymen, tramway workers, municipal
workers, and those engaged in the oilfields. The houses are
built mainly as bungalows or flats. Accommodation is made
to suit the size of the family, The flats mainly consist of
two bedrooms, a living room (about 12 to 15 feet square),
kitchen, bathroom and lavatory. The houses are large and
spacious, the rooms being 10ft. 6in. high, ensuring plenty
of air space. A notable feature is the veranda to each flat,
and a bed can be placed in the sunshine for the sick. The
rooms have a polished parquet flooring, which gives a fine
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appearance, and is hygienic in addition to being a labour-
saving device thoroughly appreciated by the women-folk.
There are central heating installations, which can be main-
tained at any desired temperature, A modern gas oven is
provided in each bungalow and flat. Another useful feature
is the double bay windows protecting the tenants from- the
severity of the Russian winter, whilst ensuring a plentiful
supply of light. The quality and finish of the plastering are
very good, and the walls are distempered and tastefully
coloured, giving a bright and clean appearance. Each group
of houses is provided with an up-to-date wash-house, and
cach estate has its own recreation and social club, The rents
average three roubles a month (1/6 a week), and no charge
is made for electric lighting, central heating and gas, Each
house has a small garden back and. front; the width of the
roads and the wide grass borders were specially noteworthy
features. The size of the estates can be imagined from the
fact that on one estate alone accommodation has been pro-
vided for 10,000 families. The housewives everywhere ex-
pressed great satisfaction at the change from the slums of
pre-Revolution days to the modern houses provided by the
Soviet régime. '

While in Moscow we visited portions of some housing
schemes in and around Moscow cityr One svsh is being
developed to meet the needs of the workers employed at the
motor tractor and engineering factory. Those we visited were
of the tenement type. The number of rooms occupied by
each tenant is determined by his needs; a man and wife
would occupy fewer rooms than a man, wife and family." The
accommodation is all that can be desired, all conveniences
being perfectly arranged and each set of rooms being self-
contained. Like all houses of a similar type in the various
parts of Russia, rooms are heated by a central heating system,
which, being considered a communal service, is provided free;
each set of rooms is provided with a stove for cooking
similar to those we know as American or anthracite stoves
(these, we learn, are made in Russia). The rooms are spacious
in every respect, the living room being about 15 feet square
and 9 feet 6 inches high. The rent is, in this case, deter-
mined by the cubic space occupied, and is quite small, a living
room and two bedrooms costing 6 roubles a fortnight or about
6/- a week; this includes heating and lighting,

We visited also a Moscow rubber factory, where there are
4,500 people employed. We saw at a little distance in
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. connection with this factory a new housing site being de-
veloped on garden city principles; time did not permit us to
visit the houses, but we were told by the manager that the
cost is met by certain percentage allocations from factory
revenue. We were also informed that these rents were deter-
mined by the capacity of tenants to pay; a highly-skilled
worker being in receipt of a high wage would pay more for
a house than a lower paid man for a similar type of house.

We visited mining villages in the Donetz coalfield. Here
againi the garden city principle is followed. As in other
cases, rooms are lofty and large. Here rent, heating and
lighting are free. We were able to visit some pre-Revolution
** homes *’~small, dark, dingy hovels, with earthen floor,
and a tall person would have difficulty in standing upright
in them, In this area we were also able to inspect the accom-
modation provided for single women employed at the pit-
head. This consists of corridor flats, One or sometimes
two women friends occupy a bedroom and sitting room fur-
nished, for a sum just sufficient to meet cost of furniture,
maintenance and keeping clean the very wide corridor into
which the rooms open. The rooms are large and well lighted,
and at the ends of corridors are communal cooking and
washing kitchens, where this work is done for the tenants.
In one area alone, over £2,500,000 was expended last year
on working-class houses, '

During our visit to the oilfields we inspected a new. hous-
ing site at Grozny, There is a very large scheme built on
what might be termed the semi-detached, two-storied flat
principle, to accommodate four families, two on the ground
floor and two on the upstairs floor, each with kitchen, living
and two bedrooms. The site and general appearance of
these are particularly pleasing, much nicer than anything we
have seen in Britain. Each has a separate entrance, and the
upstairs flats have French windows leading on to a terrace
balcony overlocking a lovely valley. Rooms were also large
and lofty. Rents, again, were free, also heating and light-
ing. In this connection it is interesting to recall that two
weeks prior to our visit, while boring for oil, a hot spring
or geyser was struck at a depth of 3,000 feet, and water 2}
degrees below boiling point pours out of the earth at the
rate of 27,000 tons a day. Immediate steps are being taken
to connect this up with the housing schemes to replace the
present- method of central heating.
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Again in Rostov, where a new agricultural machinery fac-
tory is being erected, which will cover an area of 260 acres,
and which will provide employment for 5,000 workers, at the
present time 3,000 building trade workers are erqployed erect-
ing houses for these workers. When it is realised that the
factory will not be completed until 1932 (it was commenced
in May of this year), it will be seen that the first considera-
tion is the comfort of the workpeople.

And so it is, north, south, east or west. We have men-
tioned but a few of the housing schemes we saw. A new
Russia is springing up. New standards are being set,
standards which can only be attained by a people freed from
the fetters of a decadent capitalism and inspired by the
knowledge and confidence which that freedom brings. The
general structure of the buildings is the essence of real
architecture, as it combines strength, use and beauty. Walls
two feet thick are a feature of all buildings. The interiors
of the houses are very clean and comfortable; the tenants
were in all cases proud and happy to let us see their homes,
The houses visited were without exception chosen by the
delegates, and although in some cases they appeared some-
what scantily furnished, this is accounted for to a large
extent by the fact that these 'people have in the main been
obliged to live and have their being hitherto in one-room
dens. In all other respects they resemble the artisan home
of this country., We were struck by the fact that in all
homes one corner at least was devoted to Lenin, a bust or
figure in a characteristic attitude being in evidence. In one
or two cases the Icon still remained in another corner. Karl

Marx, in plaster, metal or picture, was also noticeable in
most bouses,

For the people of Soviet Russia good homes and modern
conveniences are being brought into existence as rapidly as
possible, and with the other phases of their newly-acquired
conditions will inspire them to work, and fight if need be,

to retain and extend the system which has opened up a new
life for them, '
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THE GENERAL ECONOMIC POSITION

In the course of our visit to various institutions, from
discussions with a number of persons in responsible positions,
and more particularly from the report given by Rykov, Chair-
man of the Soviet Union Council of People’s Commissaries,
we were able to get a general picture of the economic develop-
ment, the stage that has now been reached, and the difhiculties
which have still to be surmounted.

The outstanding features of the past years have been
first, the fact that pre-war Russia was one of the most back-
ward countries of Europe; and secondly, that the work of
reconstruction, owing to the counter-revolutionary attacks on
Soviet Russia and finally the famine, only began about five
years ago. The present position is therefore the result of
only five years of the most determined and energetic work,
-starting from a position that must have been incredibly
difficult. But in one respect the position in Russia in 1922 was
immeasurably in advance of the position in any other country
of the world. The State power had been won by the
workers, and the whole process of development was unham-
pered by the burden of capitalism, Large-scale industry,
transport, banking, foreign trade, and the land had been
nationalised, and an effective working alliance had been
created between the town workers and the peasantry, who
realised that they must step forward side by side. In such
circumstances the progress has been infinitely more rapid than
was possible even in the early vigorous days of capitalism.
Taking the whole of large-scale industry, the output of which
had fallen in 1821 to about 25 per cent. of the pre-war, in
1027 the output was already 12.9 per cent. above pre-war.
The coal output is 24 per cent. above 1913, oil 20 per cent.,
and cotton 12 per cent.; the only important industry which
is still below pre-war level is the metal industry, the output
of pig-iron being 82.3 per cent., and steel 85.2 per cent. of the
19013 level. In all cases, including the metal industry, pro-
gress is continuing at a very rapid rate. Agriculture had not
fallen to such a low level, but in 1921 the total output of
agnicultural products was only just one-half of the 1913 total.
In 1927 it is 8.2 per cent. above pre-war, - The number of
cattle is now 88,000,000, compared with 84,000,000 in 1913.
The railway system has been immensely extended; in 1913 it
was 39,000 miles in length; in the current year it will reach
51,000 miles, almost a third above pre-war.
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These figures help to reinforce the general conclusions
which we had arrived at from personal observation, There
can be no doubt whatever that the general economic position
has now reached a very satisfactory level, and that the
workers and peasants are benefiting from the results. We
consider also that the general economic position is improving
very rapidly, and the detailed plans which we were told of
at every factory we visited—plans in many instances which
had already been partially carried out—showed the absolute
confidence of the workers in the general economic security and
growing prosperity of the country. The recuperation in
Russia proves conclusively the possibilities of development
under a Socialist system, and must be contrasted with the
struggles of the capitalist countries even to maintain their
level of production,

There are one or two questions, however, on which we
elicited special information, inasmuch as they are real problems
for the Russian workers and peasants and are discussed in
the British press as if they were insuperable difficulties. There
is first the question of the relation of State and Co-operative
enterprises to private enterprise. \We have been given figures
showing that over 90 per cent, of large-scale industry is in
the hands of the State and the Co-operatives. We saw for
ourselves that in the towns all the large shops, along all the
main streets, were run by the State, Municipal or Co-operative
institutions. There are plenty of small private shops in the
back streets, but at present at least we can say that the
socialised shops are able to provide everything that is wanted,
while the factory workers have their own special canteens
and co-operatives, where they get their requirements at exceed-
ingly low rates and have not the slightest temptation to utilise
the private shops. We can, therefore, well credit the state-
ment that in the current year 84.5 per cent. of the total trade
turnover is being done through socialised institutions, and
only 15.5 per cent. through private concemms. We have been
given figures showing that the percentage of private trade
to the total turnover has fallen year by year, and we feel that
the confidence of the workers that private trade will dwindle
away to nothing is fully justified.

Another question is the question of unemployment. On
this we had some very interesting discussions with Tomsky,
Chairman of the All-Russian Council of Trade Unions, At
crrtain times of the year there are over one-and-a-half million
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unemployed persons in Soviet Ruseia. But among these,
apart from purely seasonal occupations such as same sections
of building, there are no skilled workers unemployed for any
length of time; the overwhelming majority are the young
peasants from the countryside, who come into the industrial”
areas during the winter months in order to find a living and
enjoy the social advantages of the towns. There is also a
certain number of persons, remains of the old middle and
upper classes, who are looking for work for the first time.
This was the essential contrast between the condition in Soviet
Russia and the condition in other Eurcpean countries; outside
of Soviet Russia the unemployed are in the main industrial
workers who have lost employment; in Soviet Russia the
unemployed are in the main non-workers who are for the
first time seeking employment. The expansion of industry in
Soviet Russia is giving increased employment; in the last
economic year 500,000 new workers were employed and in the
current year a minimum increase of 150,000 is anticipated.
But the problem which arises from the existence of the great
mass. of peasantry cannot be solved within a short time.
Progress towards the solution of the unemployment problem
is being made partly along the line of raising the technical
level of agriculture—the introduction of machinery, of elec-
tricity, and extending the area of special cultures such as
sugar beet, flax, cotton, etc., which will give more and more
varied employment in the countryside as well as helping for-
ward the development of town industries. In another direc-
tion the introduction of the seven-hour day—and later on,
when economic development makes it possible, of an even
shorter day—together with the application of double or treble
shifts where desirable, would both give new employment and
cheapen production, thereby enabling a more rapid expansion
of industry. Above all, the problem of unemployment in
Soviet Russia is not a problem of a decaying industry and is
therefore finding its solution in steady economic development,
Another-problem is the need for adjusting the rate of
improvement in the workers’ conditions with the pecessary
expansion of industry and the material resources necessary
for that expansion. This problem is being solved, thanks to
the system of planned economy, by a simultaneous advance
mn all spheres, social, economic, cultural, etc. There is cer-
tainly continuous pressure from every department and organ-
isation for the allocation of more funds for its special pur-
poses; but there is equally certainly a real understanding,
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whichi spreads right through the ranks of the Workers, of the
peed for planned economy, and of the need for minor wants
to be subordinated to the general plan essential for the
building up of Socialism. o

A further point is the question of capital equipment: can
a Socialist system provide a surplus which will be available
for the improvement and extension of factories and plant?
We have already indicated that we saw abundant evidences
that such improvement and extension have already taken
place, and are continuing at a rapid rate. According to
figures provided by the Supreme Economic Council, the accu-
mulation of capital began to be effective in 1924-25, when
about £38}% millions were used for this purpose. In-1925-26
accumulation was over £81 millions; in 1926-27 it was £100
millions, while in 1927-28 the plan provides for the setting
aside of £119 millions, excluding a further £28 millions for
the electrical system, These sums have been used mainly for
the metals and mining industries, in order to hasten the
recovery of these industries.

This and other points were explained by Kuibishev, Chair-
man of the Supreme Economic Council; one of the most inter-
esting statements was his summary of what it was intended
to achieve during the next five years, Unless war prevents
the planned development, by the end of the fifth year from
now it is calculated that industry will nave reached an output
over twice as high as in 1913—actually 130 per cent. higher,
Real wages during that period will have increased by 40
to 50 per cent,, in spite of the reduction of working hours,

But behind all the problems which Soviet Russia is able
to solve with her own resources if need be, or with belp from
the outside, if that help can be secured, there remains the
menace of war, the menace of an attack fomented by the
Imperialist powers in an attempt to strangle Workers' Russia,
The war danger threatens the achievements that have already
been won and still more the progress of the next few years.
Already, in view of the very definite acts of hostility which
Soviet Russia has experienced during the last few months, a
substantial portion of the energies of the country has to be
devoted to preparations to defend the Revolution,
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VI
EDUCATION

It is true to say that in the sphere of education the Reve-
lution has been more complete than in any other. In indus-
try there are the “ NEP ** (the New Economic Policy) and
the relics of private capitalism; on the land there is still to a
great extent individual production. In education, on the
other hand, a clean sweep was made of what little education
did exist under the Tsarist regime, and a new educational
system has been inaugurated.

From the first days of the Revolution the aim of the
Soviets in education was made clear: it was to prepare good
citizens for a working-class State. No pretence of impar-
tiality is made. This is rejected as Utopian in a class
system of society, and as leaving the working class under
the mental domination of capitalism. Not to base education
on the materialist conception of history and the class struggle
is, in the opinion of the Russians, to ignore the scientific
basis of all human progress. Consequently, all education is
working class in character, and is closely linked with the
social and economic life of the people, in the town, the vil-
lage, the factory, mill, workshop and trade union.

The Revolution brought the new regime face to face with
a double educational task. First, it was necessary to remedy
the enormous measure of illiteracy among the adult workers
and peasants—a relic of Tsarism. The second was to build
up an educational system for the children of the workers and
peasants. Very great progress has been made in the liquida-.
tion of illiteracy among adults. The trade unions play a
foremost part in this work by the provision of clubs, reading
rooms, newspapers, literature, etc. In addition, workers’
faculties (‘* Rabfacs ’’) assist in training workers for the
universities. In the education of juveniles the progress that
has been made can only be described as remarkable when
viewed against the dark educational background of Tsarist
times. Further, not only has the change been quantitative,
but the Zixd of education has been changed to fit the work-
ing-class conception of the Soviet State. The study of the
social sciences from the Marxist point of view and the history
of the working<lass movement are the corner-stone of the
Soviet schoal.

At the present time there are 10,000,000 children attending
elementary schools in the U.S.S.R compared with 7,000,000



in 1014. Schools for young workers and technical schools
provide training for 590,000 students. The number of
teachers is already 1} times as great as before the war.
There are 136 Universities in the Soviet Union as compared
with 90 in 1914, while the number of students is 30 per cent.
greater.

In no aspect of education is the Revolution more cleariy
indicated than in school discipline, The old formal disci-
pline maintained by the teacher has been abolished, together
with all forms of corporal punishment, In pursuance of the
principle of granting self-government to children and teach-
ing organisation as a school subject, each school has a Com-
mittee of Pupils, representative of all the classes in the school,
and including representatives of the teachers. This Com-
mittee controls not only the discipline of the pupils, but the
cultural activities, sport, sanitary arrangements, etc., of the
school. In addition it maintains contact, at its regular
meetings, with the ** patron ** of the school, usually a factory,
tram depot, etc., in the neighbourhood of the school, At
the Apakov tram depot.in Moscow, for example, we saw an
exhibition of decorative work done by the children of the
school which was under the patronage of the depot. The
class importance of such training cannot be over-emphasised.

The organised teaching of religion has been abolished,
and is punishable under Soviet law., On the other hand, the
State does not carry out a megative anti-religious policy, but
teaches, as the State -doctrine, the materialist doctrine of
‘Karl Marx and Lenin as a posifive alternative. No attempt
is made to injure the susceptibilities of the religious. The
atheist societies, which are very active in the schoals and
universities, in the working-class movement and among the
pecasants, are independent of the State, nationally and locally.

The school curriculum is 1aid down on general lines by the
central government, but each of the constituent Republics and
national minorities of the U.S.S.R. has full autonomy in
education, both in organisation and finance. Under Tsarism
every effort 'was made to Russianise these minorities; the use
of their language in schools, on the stage, etc., was prohibited

"and punishable. Now, however, these national minorities,
with an enthusiasm unexampled in history, are busily en-
gaged in building a national culture and -in liquidating
the illiteracy of their workers and peasants; the Republic of
Georgia, for instance, spends no less than 46 per ceat. of its
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whole national budget on educaticn, whereas, under the Tsar,
. Georgian education was non-existent,

All over the U.S.S.R. the educational workers play an
important and direct part in the drafting of the curriculum
and in the administration of the educational system. No
dedision affecting education and the teachers can be takea
nationally or locally till it has received the consent of the
organised teachers. These are organised in the Educational
Workers' Union, one of the 23 industrial unions in Soviet
Russia. It bas a membership of 800,000, and includes not
only the teachers but all workers employed in educational
institutions (technical and administrative workers, school
cleaners, etc.). It is numerically by far the most powerful
teachers' orgamisation in the world, and plays a highly-
important part not only in the U.S.S.R! but in the inter-
national movement of teachers.

Mention must be made of ** pre-school ** education in the
U.S.S5.R. The care of the child in the U.5.5.R. begins before
-birth with the special attention given to expectant mothers.
All over the Soviet Union créches and kindergartens are being
set up, particularly in connection with the big factories.

One of our most interesting visits was that paid to a big
school in the Sokolniki dictrict of Moscow, a working-class
area. The school building, which had previously been a
workhouse, had been very effectively converted to its present
use. The halls and classrooms were large, lofty and very
light and airy, and the whole building was spotlessly clean,
although the halls were used as indoor playgrounds during
bad weather. ,

The school had about 500 pupils and was a ** Unified
School,” ie., it included pupils from the earliest age (6 or 7)
to 18. There was no division, except in the age and aptitude
of the children, between the first and second grades of the
school. This plan is followed throughout the Soviet educa-
tional system, which has completely abolished the class
distinctions between * elementary ”” and *‘ secondary *’
.education which still exist in Britain,

Owing to the lack of school accommodation in that district
the building was used in two shifts, a morning and an after-
noon school. The school was also often used in the evening
by adults. This concentrated use of school buildings is
fairly common in the U.S.S.R. owing to the difficulty in
keeping up with the gigantic demand for education.
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In this school (we were told that it was grepresentative of
schools in general) the average number of pupils per class
was thirty and all classes were mixed. We visited a number
of classes of various ages, inspected their work, talked with
them and their teachers and paid particular attention to the
general bearing of the children in relation to the teachers—a
point of peculiar interest to the school-teachers on the Dele-
gation. We have no hesitation in saying that the freedom,
enthusiasm and joy in life which characterised the whole
atmosphere of the institution could not be equalled in any
working-class school in a capitalist country, particularly in a
working-class district of a big town in Britain. The know-
ledge displayed, even by some of the younger pupils, of
working-class affairs in their own and other countries, struck
us as being almost uncanny.

There was a complete absence of formal discipline, but
the school was thoroughly orderly. Noticing some of the
pupils wearing armlets we enquired the reason and were
informed that these pupils were the class orderlies for the
day. We also ascertained that a large proportion of the
pupils were members of the Communist children’s organisation,
the Young Pioneers, of whom there are 40,000 in Moscow
alone. We were told by one mistress, a non-Communist of
bourgems upbringing (she had had a French governess as a
child), that this powerful and intensely active children’s
movement was the basis on which the self-discipline and self-
government of the pupils were maintained. In this school
there seemed to be'a complete absence of the hooliganism
which is common among the children of British workers in the
slums of our big towns. There is no doubt whatever that
the Russian children realise that they are future citizens of a
working-class country and appreciate to the full the splendid
traiming in organisation which they receive throughout their
school career. :

A special meeting of the School Committee was called
in our honour. This, the General Committee or ** Plenum,*
consists of three delegates from each class together with
delegates from the teachers, There were about thirty pupils
present at the meeting, which was presided over by a boy of
seventeen, a Young Communist, who had spent several years
in Amenca and who conducted the meeting, in two languages,
with remarkable skill. The Plenum is divided into three
Committees (Disciplinary, Health, Cultural), and with little
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ot no assistance from the teachers is undoubtedly in real
control of the school. The personnel of the Committee is
constantly changing as the result of periodical re-elections.
In ene class we visited, nearly all the pupils had, at one time
or other, served on a Committee.

Before leaving we had an interesting interview with the
staff, nearly all of them women. We ascertained that most
of them had been teaching before the Revolution, that there
were few Communists among them, and that all of them
greatly preferred their present conditions and the Soviet
educational system to the old regime. They were undoubtedly
" keen supporters of the Soviet Government.

One final note~—the chairman of the school branch of the
Educational Workers' Union, a woman, was one of the
school cleaners. We are afraid that democracy taken to such
lengths would be too much, as yet, for most British teachers!

Visiting a school at Ivanovo-Vosnesensk we found a
modern building, built since the Revolution, and lessons in
full swing. 900 scholars attended this school, and they had
30 teachers, or an average of 30 scholars to each teacher; §
of these teachers were termed ** specialists *’; they were what
we should call in England, Art teachers, Musi¢, Drawing, etc.
We went into the Music Class and heard solos and community
singing, the scholars selecting their own songs. Children
from 9 to 16 attended this school, and the character of the
teaching appealed to us as being totally different from that
prevailing in British schools; there.was a complete absence of
red tape, and closer attention was paid to the wants of the
individual scholars and not to the requirements of the teacher,
We could see that a very comradely feeling existed between
the scholars and teachers, The school hours were four per
day. At night this school was open for adults, and they
expect shortly to say that adult illiteracy is completely a thing
of the past in this town. The walls of the school were covered
with natural history specimens, and many of the class rooms
also contained posters on health, etc. Communist youth’
slogans were also prominent. The method of teaching is
bringing out a new, clean youth in Russia. Physical culture
-and sport form the recreative side of the opportunities which
the new Soviet Schools are giving to the children, °

Among the various types of educational mstitutions
visited we specially wish to record one of the * reformatory
children’s homes in Moscow.
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There were about 90 boys in the Children’s Home, ages
ranging from 12 to 16 years. All the boys were there for
crimes, usually theft. We visited every part of the school.
The staff was composed of nine teachers, four being instruc-
tors for teaching the boys trades in the school workshops.
We saw boys repairing boots and shoes; basket-making was
also being done in another workshop; there was also the
carpenters’ shop. All the goods manufactured in the school
are sold, 15 per cent. of the proceeds being returned to the
boys. The walls of the schoolrooms were covered with draw-
ings and charts touching a great range of subjects—botany,
education, hygiene, mining, etc, All the boys were taught
political economy besides the ordinary school curriculum, and
they also had their sports and games; there was a fine library
and a Lenin corner, The children run their own paper.
They have their own school group, split into various sub-
committees, to assist in the general conduct of the school,
the discipline committee being a fine achievement in such a
a school. The head teacher told us that at one time they had
locks on every drawer. This did not, however, prevent thew
from being broken open, and the policy was then altered
and nothing was put under lock and key. This immediately
produced satisfactory results and hardly anything is ever
stolen now, The chief aim of the Home is to develop in the
boys a sense of understanding that there is no need for these
schools in Russia ; the workers being in control of political and
economic power, the future destiny of the country was in
their hands, to minimise or stamp out all crime, poverty and
vice.

It can be said, in short, that in education Russia is
speeding ahead under the sure guidance of the workers' State.
In no other country can such an intense and such sustained
enthusiasm be found for education, In no other country is
every grade of education as open to the workers as in
Russia. In the capitalist world education serves the double
function of training, on the one hand, a ruling class, and on
the other, a class of subservient and efficient wage slaves.
Only in the U.S.S.R. has education become a means for
raising the cultural level of the workers in the true sense. In

this respect the Russian Revolution has provided an example
for the workers of all countries.
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SOVIET PRISONS

Several of us visited the Lefortovo Prison, just outside
Moscow. It is a prison for men, criminals as well as
political offenders, serving sentences of over three years; ten
years, we were told, is the maximum sentence in Soviet
Russia. The Governor of the prison took us first to a central
lobby, from which radiated corridors of cells, and asked us
to choose any cells we should like to see. We selected one,
and went in, to find two middle-aged peasants, who told us
that one was serving seven years for a sexual offence, and the
other five years for horse stealing ; the latter was also to suffer
loss of cival rights for a further five years. They both looked
healthy and well fed, and told us (in the absence of the
Gbvernor) that the prison food was very good and that they
got plenty to eat, They also had the right once a week to
receive any food supplies brought by their relatives. They
could see their friends once a fortnight, in forty-minute
visits. There was no restriction whatever on speaking to
fellow prisoners, and they could smoke at any time; cigar-
ettes and tobacco could be got from the canteen or from their
friends outside. They had nothing whatever to complain
of, and told us, with evident sincerity, that the Governor
and warders were ** most comradely ** with them. There was
a fixed basin in the cell, and a radiator for warmth; a shelf
of* food tins, washing apparatus, chairs and table, electric
light, and two comfortable beds gave the cell the appearance
of an ordinary bed-sitting room, The prisoners told us they
could get any books or newspapers they wanted, but they
theroselves had never learnt to read. In reply to questions
they said that they were given every encouragement to learn
in prison, but that they thought they were too old to begin.
The younger of the two said he was forty-two years old, and
when we wvrged that this was very far from being too old
he merely shrugged his shoulders and said that perhaps if he
had learnt younger he would not have been in trouble. These
two had also decided not to do any work in the prison; there
was no compulsion whatever. One had been in four months
and the other six months. In the first instance the Governor
allotted the companions in each cell, but if they did not get
on together or wanted to share a cell with anyone else in the
prison, the transfer was made on a simple request to the
Governor.
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We noticed, however, that this eell was not particularly
elean and was rather untidy, and when we went out we asked
the Governor about it, He told us that the condition of the
cells, so long as they were not insanitary, was left to
the people themselves; in the cell which we had struck the
prisoners were of a relatively low type, as we had gathered
ourselves from their unwillingness to learn to read or to work.
But he said that as time went on it was quite likely that even
these two would be drawn into the social life of the prison
and would develop considerably.

We wanted to see a cell occupied by a better type of
prisoner, and the warder suggested one into which we went.
This cell was occupied by two Latvian spies who had been
caught in Moscow and sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment,
One was lying on his bed and took no notice of us, but the
other was very ready to talk. The cell itself was in excellent
condition, clean and tidy, with pictures on the walls (includ-
ing, by the way, a picture of a Latvian priest who was a
friend of the prisoners), and there was a small bookshelf.
The prisoner was well and warmly clad, This prisoner also
said that the food was good and plentiful, that he had noth-
ing to complain of, and that he was using his time in study,’
for which he was given every facility. He admitted that the
sentence on a spy caught in Latvia would certainly have
been twelve years, and that a prisoner in Latvia would cer-
taiuly not have got such conditions as he himself was enjoy-
ing. He also agreed that the Governor and warders were
extremely friendly, and just as we were going the Governor
came in and joined in the conversation, the prisoner telling us
quite freely that he would remain in opposition to Soviet
Russia, while the Governor told him that if he advanced in
his studies he would probably get to realise that Soviet Russia
was right, The whole atmosphere was most unlike anything
that one usually associates with prison life.

We were then taken along to the prisoners’ club room, a
beautiful little hall which had formerly been the prison chapel.
Here, we were told, the prisoners met in the evenings for
games, dramatic circles, musical circles, study groups, ete.;
and it was also open for the prisoners on Sundays and
holidays. There was no restriction whatever on them when
they were there, and the Governor told us that it was through
this social intercourse that the lower type of prisoners came to
develop mentally and were .drawn into the social life and
working life of the prison. The whole idea of the prison he
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explained to us by a slogan across the walls; it read ** In
Soviet Russia there are no prisons, but training centres whers
those who have mot had opportunities can learn to become
useful citizens.” He laughed at the idea of any useful
purpose being served by ° discipline **; and we also learnt
that in the case of criminals (but not political prisoners) leave
was allowed for them to go back to their villages to help
their families at harvest time. They went without guard, but
had to report to the authorities in the village and had a fixed
date for rcturning. He said that in his experience no one
had ever attempted to run away, adding that if anyone did
run away, he would either become a useful member of society
" or would soon find himself in prison again,

We then went through a portion of the workrooms, being
unable to see all owing to lack of time. The workrooms were
just like any ordinary factory; there’ was a warder at the
door, but no other sign of constraint.  There were super-
visors and instructors, who were training the prisoners in the
use of various machines. In the section which we saw, spin-
ning and weaving was in process, and there was also a cutting
and tailoring section. There was one old peasant using a
spinning wheel, but most of the other prisoners were working
at looms driven by electricity, They were very proud indeed
of their work, and some very attractive articles were being
produced. All were being paid on piece rates, on the trade
union scale, and one of the foremen told us that the average
earnings were between twenty and thirty shillings a week, the

" more skilled earning up to fifty shillings. The products were
sold through the State Universal Stores in Moscow, and the
profits came back to the prisoners in the shape of more
up-to-date machinery and also equipment for games, sports,
their various dramatic and study groups, etc. There was an
arrangement by which they could send all or part of their
earnings to their homes, and they had opportunities of buying
anything they wanted at a canteen run on co-operative lines
with a prisoner elected by them in charge, In the workrooms
also the general atmosphere was extraordinarily good; the
only driving force was the desire to learn a trade and to be
able to earn more than they could when they first went
in,

We then went back to the club-room, where the musical
group had been gathered to show us their talent. Of the
dozen performers three were political prisoners and the others.
criminals; the instruments were a piano, fiddles, mandolines,
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and a kind of guitar, the balalaika, They told us that only
one of them had had any knowledge of music before they
went in, and he had taught the others. They played several
pieces extraordinarily well, and last, but not least, the Inter-
pational, Like all the others, they were obviously. very well
contented and interested in what they were doing.

We then had to go, but gathered one last point of great
interest. It appeared that there was no automatic remission of
part of the sentence for good conduct. There was, however,
a perfectly fixed arrangement whereby two days of productive
work counted as three days’ imprisonment; this applied also
in the case where the prisoners were working at the harvest
in their village.

The Governor himself was obviously extremely well suited
to run a prison on these lines. He had a perfectly clear idea
of what they were attempting and was personally of a kind
and gentle temperament, It may be added that while we were
there a group of four warders came in from another prison
in Moscow province to look over the prison and study the
conditions, and the Governor told us that this was a regular
arrangement whereby new ideas and experiences were carried
through the whole of the prison system.

We visited also the Sokolniky Prison in Moscow. Here
prisoners sleep in cells containing 14 beds. There is a library
for their use, and relatives can send in newspapers. We
noticed the Daily Herald in one cell.. The social life of the
prisoners is given every facility ; there is a concert room, where
the prison orchestra plays, and lectures, etc., are organised by
a committee of the prisoners. Political and criminal prisoners
are mixed. There are workshops for boxmaking, weaving,
tailoring and furniture making. In the cells there are ward-
robes and lockers, bedsteads, etc. We noticed wireless
equipment in several cells. In this prison trade union rates
are paid to prisoners for their work. One-third is paid direct,
one-third is deducted for their food, etc., and one-third is
saved for when the prisoner is released, or is sent to his
dependants.

After serving half of their sentence prisoners are allowed
one to two weecks' holiday from the prison per annum, Mar-
ried men can take their holiday in wvisits to their home for a
day monthly if desired. Very few fail to return. Peasants
can work on farms in their villages during harvest and this
time counts, being deducted from their sentence. Two work-
ing days count as three days of sentence.
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An old colonel, a political prisoner working in the priso1
office, was expecting his release owing to the Tenth Anniver
sary Amnesty. He was asked what he would do for a living
and he replied that he had requested to be allowed to keep hy
prison job and t6 live with relatives in Moscow. No religiou:
services are allowed in prison, but at the Moscow Lefortove
Prison a priest is serving a sentence as a political prisoner,
and the delegates saw an altar set up in/his cell, with lightec
candles. The priest was in his vestments saying mass, Hi
said that his parishioners provided him with candles, etc.

Another prison visited was in Baku, This was, in Tsaris|
day, a military prison, and is now known as a ** House ol
Correction.”” Conditions in relation to food, accommodation,
holidays, wages, etc., were similar to those in Moscow prisons.
Trades were learnt by both men and women to be of use
to them when released. Every facility was given to talk to
prisoners, and we have no hesitation in declaring that, com-
pared with prison conditions in either Britain or Ireland, these
are as day to night, Amongst those who visited this prison

.were several who had been prisoners in American, Irish,
English and Scottish prisons, and therefore we could judge
better than ordinary visitors. To see a man who was doing
a ten years’ sentence for murder, who was illiterate when the
offence was committed, displaying photos that he had taken
and pointing out the processes, gave an idea of the superi-
ority of the Soviet methods as compared with the degrading
tasks imposed in British prisons. Every member of the party
was given a bust of Lenin that the prisoners had made, in
order to demonstrate to those who imagine that our state-
ment is overdrawn that real artistic work can be developed
where the opportunity is given, Prisoners wear their own
clothes, have their own dramatic circles, orchestra, wireless
sets, etc, and in every aspect of the prison life, those in
charge are using every endeavour to demonstrate that a real,
lasting change can be made in the character of prisoners
provided they are given proper opportunities. To see prisoners
smoking, playing chess and dominoes, and sitting in rooms
that have 6 to 12 beds as against the single cell with its
wooden bed on the floor in British prisons, is an indication
of the tremendous change in the outlook on the treatment
of crime. We are prepared to state here what we signed in
Baku, that prison life in Soviet Russia is better than the
conditions that many British miners have to endure to-day.
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CO-QPERATION !

Co-operation has found its highest expression withim the
Soviet Union. In capitalist countries co-operation is sur-
rounded by hostile interests; in the U.S.S.R. it has become
the means of achieving Socialism. Socialism through co-
operation is a slogan one hears on all hands, and the workers
and peasants of Russia have realised that Socialism cannot
be imposed from above but must be built up by their
individual and collective efforts through their numerous and
varied co-operative organisations,

The great task confronting those who were charged with
the enormous responsibility of rebuilding a mighty country,
suffering as no other European country had suffered as a
consequence of the world war, a country which was devastated
by counter-revolution and famine, was to reconcile the interests
of a class<conscious proletariat with a war-weary peasantry.
Co-operation was the means employed of bringing about this
great union, and town and country became partners in the
Socialist plan which aimed at uniting the whole of the efforts
of the workers and peasants of The U.S.S.R, in the task of
- bullding up Socialism. In the following paragraphs the
Co-operative Delegates summarise their investigations and
impressions of various types of Co-operative organisations.

Consumers® Co-operation

Consumers’ co-operation, the economic achievement. of
Rochdale, is developing in the U.S.S.R. at such a rate that
in ten years it will control practically all the retail trade of
the country. We visited towns where 80 per cent, of the
retail trade was in the hands of the co-operatives. Where
science has been applied to store-keeping, as at Rostov, and
where rationalisation has bad an opportunity of eliminating
the waste inevitable in an almost improvised system of con-
sumers' co-operation, progress is simply phenomenal.

Seventy per cent. of the trade of the Co-operative Move-
ment of the U.S.S.R. is done by Consumers® Co-operative
Societics, and when we realise that the co-operative trade is
52 per cent. of the whole trade in the Soviet Union the
enormous part that consumers’ co-operation plays in the
economy of Socialism can be fully realised. | -

1f figures ever speak volumes they do in the Consumers’
Movement in the U.S.S.R. The trade of the movement
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during 1925 increased by 90 per cent. in one year, and 1n
1026 another 84 per cent. over the preceding year. So much
energy is being placed in the efforts to extend still further
the boundaries of co-operative trade that it is expected that
the increase this year will be 42 per cent., making a total
turnover of £1,000,000,000,

The Leningrad Union of Co-operative Societies, a union
of six Co-operative Amalgamated Societies in Leningrad—
which, by the way, was a union of three hundred small
Societies five years ago—has grown at such a remarkable rate
that its whole system of store-keeping has had to be
revolutionised and great building schemes are in hand so as
to provide members with up-to-date services not possible to
provide in the old stores and in the private stores acquired
by the Society. Thus an enormous modern bakery with
travelling ovens is now in course of erection and great
central stores are being built which when completed will be
an object lesson to movements in other countries.

The Moscow Union of Consumers’ Co-operative Socicties
is another example of rationalisation and the concentration of
socicties in spite of the quick growth of enterprises. Thé
concentration began in 1926; a glance at the figures will show
how great the movement is in this direction.” In 1926 there .
were 616 societies within the Union, in 1927 the number was
reduced to 562, and the plan for 1928 is to reduce to 477
societies. This reduction goes on while the number of enter-
prises increases, for example, in 1024 there were 2,268 enter-
prises and in 1927, 4,060, which includes shops, buffets,
restaurants, cafés, etc., with a total annual turnover of
£58,000,000. )

Consumers’ co-operation, by reducing the price ‘of goods
until they are now between 15 per cent. and 20 per cent, below
the prices charged by the private trader, has made a very
substantial contribution to the wages of the Russian worker.
In textiles it is estimated that the co-operative price is 30 per
cent. below that of the private trader. This may be accounted
for by the fact that the demands of the purchasing public
are far beyond the available supply, and were it not for the
existence of the Co-operatives, the private traders would be
able to charge fabulous amounts for such commodities.

The store is not merely a trading concern: it is becoming
the centre of all the communal activities of the members.
For instance, the Leningrad Union spends 10 per cent, of the
annual surplus on culture, which is expressed in an ever-



widening field of social, educational and recreational pur-
suits. 1he Society publishes a weekly journal which is
distributed free to members; :a co-operative corner where
workers study the many and diverse problems confronting
a rapidly expanding organisation is established in every
co-operative factory, and many classes for employees are pro-
moted so that those associated with co-operative enterprises
may be trained, not only to be more efficient technically,
but to understand the principles underlying mutuality in an
order of society making for Socialism. Technical Schools
are conducted by the co-operatives for the education of those
who have to undertake the organisation of Co-operative
Societies, and it is interesting to note that many old employees
who were working for the movement prior to the Revolution
have voluntarily undergone a course of re-training so that
they might be more fitted to work on behalf of a system in
which, owing to its enormous expansion, entirely new trading
methods have to be employed.

Wholesale Trade

During the whole of our stay in the U.S.5.R. we were the
guests of ‘ Centrosoyus,” the Co-operative Central Con-
sumers' Union and Wholesale Society. Interpreters were
placed at our disposal and every opportunity was afforded
us of seeing the whole structure of co-operation in action,
from a small village primary Society to the great Federations.

Some idea of the enormous trading transactions conducted
by the Centrosoyus may be gleaned from the fact that during
the past year its turnover amounted to £144,000,000. If we
take into consideration the transport and central workers"
section which deal with Centrosoyus on the wholesale side,
the actual combined turnover amounted to £190,000,000,

Centrosoyus acts as the Insurance Department for the
Consumers’ Co-operatives at rates 40 per cent. cheaper than
rates charged by Insurance Companies before the war. Cen-
trosoyus has its own fisheries on the Caspian, Black and Aral
Seas; it purchases 20 per cent. of the flax grown in the
U.S.S.R., and about 15 per cent. of the furs. It has a close
relationship with Selskosoyus, the Union of Agricultural
Co-operative Societies, and Joint Committees work out
lichemes for transferring agricultural produce collected by the
-Agricultural Unions from the peasants to town consumers’
societies. It is computed that 25 per cent. of all the grain
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grown in 1926-27 was handled by Consumers’ Societies, and
18 per cent, of the eggs and butter produced in the U.S.S.R.

Real wages in the Co-operative Movement are 3 per cent.
higher than they were in 1913 (after taking into account the
increased cost of living); and hours of labour have been
reduced from 10—12 hours per day to 7—8. Over 95 per
cent. of co-operative employees are Trade Unionists, although
membership of a Trade Union is not compulsory. All
workers obtain two weeks’ holiday per anoum, and if they
are engaged in dangerous or semi-dangerous occupations they
are granted four to six weeks’ holiday.

A District Union

As an example of the activities of a District Union of
Co-operative Societies we give some details of the Rostov
Union. We visited the offices of the District Union, which
has in association with it 1,160 Consumers’ Societies with a
membership of 910,000. This Union almost covers the field
of co-operative requirements, for it supplies societies with
70 per cent. of their goods, its turnover being £35,900,000.
Its development has been so thorough that it is now supplying
46 per cent, of the city and 50 per cent, of the rural require-
ments of the whole market. It is rcsponsxble for many
Technical Institutes and a High School catering for 362
students. 25 per cent. of the workers in the Co-operative
Movement are trained in these schools, and during 1027
1,500 employees were re-trained in the new store technique
resulting from rationalisation; included in this number were
many lay officials. In all, 80 courses were promoted and over
3,000 workers passed through the Colleges. Eight hundred
correspondence courses were held in 1927 and 137 workers’
circles were formed for the purpose of training workers by
correspondence. This Union has three publishing houses for
supplying peasants with literature and a journal which was
issued originally for officals now circulates amongst the
members, the circulation being 8,000. Within the Union it
is oomputed that there are 183,000 active women, which, they
_ shyly told us, is three times the membership of the Enghsh

Women’s Co-operative Guild. Within this district, 2,285
women serve on Boards of Directors of Co-operative Socxetxcs,
Auditing Committees, etc., which is 7.6 per cent. for Boards
of Directors, 50 per cent. Audxtmg Committees, and 35 per
cent. for Store Committees, 19 per cent. Central and District
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Councils and 5.7 per cent. on Agricultural Committees; the
representation is therefore far more complete than in this
countty, in spite of the fact that 75 per cent. of the members
are men, whereas the percentage is reversed in this country.

An Institute has been opened for training women can-
vassers and it was stated that a good woman canvasser can
obtain 400 new members in three or four months. Spetial
educational work is done among women and 50 centres have
been opened for this purpose, and already 2,000 women have
been prepared for practical work, such as stock-taking or for
serving on Store Central Committees. One hundred and
fifty-seven Welfare corners have been opened at Consumers’
stores within the Union, 30 créches for 900 children, 14 play-
grounds, 12 maternity consultation centres and_6§ restaurants,

A Town Store

Kiev is a delightfully modern city situated in the Ukraine
wlere we spent three days studying various aspects of co-
operative development. The central store, No. 2, of the
workers’ co-operative organisation of Kiev is an imposing
building used before the Revolution as a drapery emporium
by private trade. The store opened for eight hours
per day except for the sale of food and perishable
articles, when the hours were 12, arranged in two
shifts. This Society, with a membership of 97,000, was
only one of a number of rapidly growing societies in Kiev.
They paid no interest on share capital, which was £1 per
member, but paid interest of 8 to 10 per cent. on loan
capital. Every member was compelled to have one %41 share.
The profit made last year was 20 per cent., out of which all
interest charges, depreciation allocations, grants for cultural
and social services had to come besides a liberal amount for
reserves, Only a three per cent. dividend was paid to members
upon purchases, which equals a little under 7}d. in the £.
Ten per cent. of surplus is allocated for cultural services and
in every factory a co-operative corner is installed where
co-operative literature and statistics are available for the
workers to read. Scholarships are awarded to employees to
attend technical schools, and special correspondence courses
are arranged for those who aspire to the controlling bodies in
the Society. The prices of co-operative goods are stated to be
26 per cent. lower than those retailed by thé private trader.
Credit facilities for a period of 4} months are granted to
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members for such articles as fuel, and six months for
furniture. This Society, which is run in connection with
large factories in Kiev, has a membership largely composed
of workers in these factories, but a campaign has been con-
ducted to induce their wives to join, and already 20 per cent.
of the membership consists of women, 60 per cent. of whom
are active workers, many of them serving on Store Com-
mittees.

!

A Co-operative College

We welcomed the proposal to visit a Co-operative College,
and we had notions of a place on the lines of our own
Co-operative College at Manchester, Imagine our astonish-
ment when we were ushered into a University building, which
we soon leamt accommodated over seven hundred students.
The Kiev Co-operative Technical Institute filled the whole
Delegation with astonishment, Having been in existence for
the short space of eight years its progress has been of a
phenomenal nature, Its main purpose is to prepare workers,
and we are using the words of the Principal of the Institute,
for leading positions in the Co-operative Movement in the
facultick of agriculture, credit and consumption. Each
faculty \is divided into specialised sections, such as cattle
breeding, baking, accountancy, banking, etc, Of the 797
students whom we met in a large lecture hall, 151 were
workers from factory and store, 327 peasants who were taking
courses in agriculture, 258 employees in administrative
positions seeking information on the new technique of
administration and organisation, and 68 who had not so far
entered industry. The majority of the students were scholar-
ship holders, the State providing for 200 and the Co-operative
Movement for 203. The staff of the Institute consisted of
80 lecturers and professors, and the libraries, museums, labora-
tories and scientific departments were a credit to a country
which has to make up for an appalling pre-revolution record
of backwardness. Already 400 students had obtained re-
sponsible posts in the Co-operative Movement. This Institute
has a Library of 100,000 books, 7,000 of which are in foreign
languages. The course lasts for a period of four years and in
the agricultural faculty students do practical work during the
summer months. Before students are accepted at the Institute
they have to undergo a course of training at a Co-operative
High School, there being 34 such schools in the Ukraine,
For the upkeep of the Institute, apart from the scholarships,

68



the State makes a contribution of 70 per cent, and the Co-
operative Movement 30 per cent., an instance of the benevolent
attitude of the State towards co-operation.

An Agricultural Union

We were very fortunate in having sufficient time to wvisit
the Ukraine, the centre of so much Agricultural Co-operation.
* Wukopspilka ** is the All-Ukranian C.W.S., a Union of
town and village Consumers’ Societies, and we soon discovered
that considering the depredations caused by the famine and
the counter-revolutionaries, astonishing progress has been
achieved during the short period of bve years. Thus in 1927
the Union consisted of 328 town Consumers’ Societies with
4,300 stores, and 8,385 Peasant Consumers’ Societies, with
11,500 stores.

In 1922 a Co-operative Book Union was formed by the
Wukopspilka for the purpose of publishing books necessary
for the educational work of the combined co-operative move-
ment of the Ukraine, and by 1927 this Union (Knigospilka)
had issued 14,000,000 books and pamphlets under 1,500
different titles, - , i

The average division of surplus in the Ukraine is 20 per
cent. dividends, 10 per cent. reserve, 10 per cent. for helping
peasant co-operators and 60 per cent. for consolidation pur-
poses, Grants are made from the 60 per cent. fund for hous-
ing the workers in houses built by Housing Co-operative
Societies. -

Village Co-operatives )

At Gogol we inspected an agricultural primary store which
had 2 membership of 600 and a yearly turnover of £28,800.
This store is gradually pushing out the private trader, the
stores of which we also visited. They presented a poor
appearance compared with the Co-operative Store. A profit of
9.8 per cent. was made last year, and we elicited the interest-
ing information that after amounts had been allocated to
cultural services and interest on capital, the remaining surplus
was allocated by the vote of members to the building up of
reserve capital. This store did not sell to non-co-operators,
and 92 per cent. of the goods sold were purchased through the
regional Union. So as to absorb the unemployed of the
villages a Bootmakers' Artel was started in May, 1927, and
sixteen men were taught to make boots and shoes. This Artel
or Producers’ Co-operative Society, similar to our Productive
Socicties federated in the Co-operative Productive Federation,
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is affiliated to the Handicraft Co-operatives, another large
Union which federates the Co-operative Societies of the crafts
men and women of the villages. This Society does not distn-
bute surplus, but uses it for development purposes, a policy
some of us have been advocating in England without success
for some time.

Conclusions

In reviewing the tremendous achievements of the five
years of co-operative construction in the U.S.S.R., we can
understand how untiring the efforts of those responsible for
this construction have been, and we can also realise the need
to establish here a closer bond between the co-operative
organisations, the workers’ organisations and the labour move-
ment than that which exists now. If encouragement could
be given here, as in Russia, to Trade Unionists in factory,
mill, and mine, to open a branch of their local co-operative
society within the walls of the factory, mill, or mine, then
much valuable work would be done in uniting all the workers
with the co-operative movement. But such encouragement
can only exist where the workers themselves control both the
State and industry,

We have seen what can be done in the short space of time
(five years) in the U.S.S.R.; we have seen that, if given a
complementary state of society, co-operation can be the means
to establish Socialism,

In our visit to the U.S.S.R., and in meeting with co-
operators from a number of other countries, we found that our
ideas were their ideas, and that friendship between the
workers of the world was what they were striving for. But
-friendship between the workers of the world means that a
large amount of hard work has yet to be done, and the
ideas of our international co-operative friends understood.
The co-operative movement can, by continued friendship,
make war impossible, by encouraging international trade, by
local societies corresponding and exchanging ideas with
societies in other countries, by sending delegations to wvisit.
These are but a few ways of isolating war.

We, of the Delegation, hope that every endeavour will
be made on the part of the co-operative movement in England
to strengthen the friendship between the two great co-operative
movements of England and the U.S.S.R.
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IX
THE PEASANTS

Before the Revolution, the low economic and cultural level
of the peasantry was perhaps the most characteristic feature
of Tsarist Russia. The Revolution itself was carried through
by an alliance of the workers and peasants, and that
alliance has been maintained and developed in the interests of
both groups of the population.

With a rural population of over a hundred millions, the
task of raising the economic and cultural level of the peasants
has been a heavy one, and the drought of 1921, following on
the dislocation and destruction caused by the war and the
counter-revolutionary attacks, increased the difficulties with
which the Soviet Government was faced. Nevertheless, during
the last five years enormous progress has been recorded, and
the total output of agriculture is now 8.2 per cent. above the
pre-war output, while the number of cattle (88.6 millions) is
4 millions higher than 1n 1913. The material basis for an
improvement in conditions has therefore already been created;
and the existing social system ensures that there is a more
satisfactory distribution among the peasantry of the agricul-
tural wealth,

In the first place, the large estates, which in European
Russia (excluding the Ukraine) occupied 24 per cent. of the
land, and in the Ukraine constituted 45 per cent., have in the
main been distributed among the peasantry. The peasantry
now holds 96 per cent. of the land, the remaining 4 per cent.
being occupied by State Farms, factory land, etc. There is
a single agricultural tax, payable to the State, from which the
poorer sections of the peasantry, constituting 35 per cent. of
the total number, are entirely exempt, while the scale for
those subject to the tax is a graduated one which bears
very lightly on the less well-to-do peasants.

Apart from these leading factors, which by themselves
show what the peasants, and especially the poorer peasants,
have already gained from the Revolution, the Soviet Govern-
ment has taken definite measures to raise the whole economic
level of agriculture, by improving the methods in use as
well as the technical equipment. Systematic efforts have
been made (already with considerable success) to induce the
peasants to abandon the old three-field system and to adopt
the rotation of crops. Special encouragement and financial
aid are being given with a view to extending the area sown
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with industrial plants—cotton, flax, etc.~-and factories for
the working-up of these products are being established in the
rural areas, in order to give more opportunities for the young
peasants, and generally to widen the social life of the villages.
New railways are being constructed to link up the countryside
with the towns, Agricultural machinery of all kinds is
being introduced as rapidly as financial resources allow,
Within the last three years new agricultural machinery to the
value of £267,000,000 has been provided, 54 per cenf. of
which has been bought with credits from the State and
Co-operative Societies. Electricity is being brought to the
villages from the new great power stations; the electrical
scheme was, of course, originated by Lenin, and it is
'interesting to note that in every village which has been
reached by the scheme a ** Lenin Lamp " is always burning.

The whole of this economic progress has been accompanied
by a steady and expanding campaign of education of the
peasantry, which has taught large numbers even of the adult
peasants to read and write, and has particularly concentrated
on the rising generation. Some members of the Delegation
came across a striking illustration of the new life that has
been opened up for the peasants. In the train from Minsk
to Moscow they got into conversation with a peasant woman
of about 50, who told them that she herself had never had
the chance to learn to read and write under the Tsar, but
that her daughter, growing up after the Revolution, had got
a good education, and was now at Moscow University
studying electrical engineering, in order to come back to
Minsk and take her share in the extension of electricity to the
villages. The mother was then going up to Moscow, on a free
pass, to visit her daughter,

In the social and economic development of the peasantry
a very important part is played by the Co-operative move-
ment. One of the greatest obstacles to progress has been the
existence of over 20 million individual peasant farms. But
the Communist Party and the Soviet Government have
recognised that it would be madness to attempt any general
organisation of large-scale agriculture on Soviet farms, and as
an alternative have concentrated on spreading co-operation in
every form, thereby developing the spirit of joint activities
and gradually breaking down the traditional isolation of the
peasants. At the same time, the co-operative organisations
are of considerable material help to the peasants, marketing
their produce, providing their requirements, and financing
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the purchase of seed, agricultural machinery, cattle, etc. At.
the present time there are over 66,000 separate ag_ncultural
co-operatives, with an aggregate membership covering seven
million peasant households, or rather more than a third of the
total number,

The Government, by the publication of artistic posters,
wall newspapers, charts and diagrams, endeavours to bring
home to the peasant, already released from the domination of
the landlord, the advantage of co-operative action and the
use of machinery in agriculture. The State Bank and the
Co-operative Banks loan sums of money at low rates of
interest to Agricultural Co-operative Societies for the purchase
of tractors and agricultural machinery so that production
may be carried on more economically and scientifically. An
enormous amount of literature on agricultural methods is pub-
lished in many languages for the education of the peasant,
and besides the special educational facilities which are pro-
vided through the ordinary State channels, Agricultural.
Museums and Exhibitions (some of them travelling
Exhibitions) are provided on an extensive scale.

Thus while the Co-operative section of the Delegation was
in Kiev they had an opportunity of visiting such an Exhibition
which, although only opened two years ago, revealed a whole
field of patient research work diligently conducted in a most
elaborate manner for the purpose of stimulating the imagina-
tion of the peasant and spurring him on to co-operative action
in every aspect of agriculture, This Museum, which prior
to 1917 was one of the Palaces of the mother of Nicholas II.,
has been organised for the purpose of demonstrating to the
peasant the actual results of the application of science and
co-operative organisation to agriculture, and no peasant
interested in his calling could fail to be impressed with the
social advantages of scientific organisation over the old-
fashioned methods. Excursions are arranged so that peasants
from the villages can visit the Museum and Exhibition;
students from High Schools and Technical Institutes study
there. Correspondence courses are promoted and travelling
exhibitions, consisting of charts, books, sample seeds, moving
pictures, are organised, and so every opportunity is taken to
develop further the sphere of co-operation.

Special mention must also be made of the fact that the
peasants are taking a very active share in the administration
of the country; they form 84.4 per cent. of the total member-
ship of the village Soviets throughout the country, and in
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the Central Executive Committee, the Supreme Legislative
body in the Soviet Union, the peasants constitute 21.3 per
cent, of the total number.

Apart from those peasants who are working farms of
sufficient size to make them independent, there are still a
large number of ** poor peasants *’ who are forced by the lack
of sufficient land to work some part of the year as hired
labourers. This lack of land in certain areas is due to the
increase of population and the unwillingness of the peasants
to leave their own districts, in spite of the opportunities for
emigration to fertile land in Siberia. There are also hired
labourers in the forest areas worked by State trusts, and also
on the State farms (which are.run mainly as experimental and
instructional centres). These hired workers are catered for
by the Agricultural and Forest Workers® Union, which in
1927 had a membership of 1,122,000. This Union, as all
other Unions in Russia, 15 on an industrial basis, and covers
specialists and managers as well as agricultural labourers of
all kinds. It plays a considerable part in the preparation of
legislation affecting the countryside, and also in the adminis-
tration of local affairs and social insurance,

. Special legislation protects the interests of the hired agri-
cultural workers. In all' cases written agreements must be
concluded between the employer and the worker or trade
union acting on behalf of a number of workers, and the
agreements must be registered (free of charge) at the office
of the village Soviet. The employer is compelled to provide
*¢ suitable living quarters and food such as is usually con-
sumed in the employers’ family.”” There is a general
liability on the employers to pay full wages during sickness

" lasting up to a month, and where three workers are continually

employed they must be brought under the State Insurance
scheme, the contribution of 10 per cent. on wages being
entirely paid by the employer. Generally speaking, the
legislation affecting town workers is applied as far as possible
to the country workers,

On the four days’ journey to Baku we passed by towns
and villages in which imposing churches and palaces and great
houses contrasted vividly with the mean huts of the peasantry
which are the relics of centuries of oppression. Now the

- exploiters have gone or are reduced to impotence. The halls
" and palaces, which formerly housed one family and a horde

of minions, now house hundreds of sick and tired workers and
peasants who are getting good medical attendance, good food
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and physical training, and are becoming accustomed to an
environment of light, space and cleanliness. In the houses
of the petty exploiters the former thralls of capitalism are
now living, five or six self-respecting, free and independent
families in each house; whole villages of houses of rotten and
vermin infested wood and with dirty thatched roofs, more like
pigsties of the bad old days than habitations for human
beings, have been destroyed and replaced by trim little stone,
brick or concrete bungalows, with tiled roofs, standing up
white, bright and cheerful against the rich, dark earth. Where
the old villages have not yet. been destroyed, you will see
here and there trim little cottages built by the new Govern-
ment ; but hampered as they have been, especially during the
first five years by war, by blockade, by famine, and by
every obstacle that counter-revolution and capitalist im-
perialism could place in their path, even the efforts of the
leaders of new Russia have only sufficed to touch the fringe
of the great problem. But the work of rebuilding is going
ahead, and each year brings new houses, new villages, and
new life to an ever-widening number of the vast peasant
population of Russia.

To sum up, the position of the rural population has
undoubtedly improved, and is steadily improving. Ecopomic,
cultural and social opportunities which were absolutely unob-
tainable from the Tsardom have been brought to the
peasantry. Undoubtedly there is a terrible legacy from the
Tsardom of ignorance and poverty. It will be many years
before the older generation is replaced by a younger genera-
tion brought up since the Revolution. But in the meanwhile
the peasants are contented and appreciative of the better
conditions they now enjoy, while each year raises those
conditions to a higher level, and each year scientific agricul-
ture is being extended. Above all, there is a new life in the
villages, and the peasants—men and women-—have the
consciousness that they are free from an age-long oppression,
while the younger peasants have already developed an active
interest in the task of Socialist construction which will be
the fulfilment of the Revolution,

(NOTE.—The British Delegation wishes to express its
thanks‘to the Irish Delegation, which made a special study
of agriculture and of the conditions of the peasantry and
placed its material at our dispusal for incorporation in our
Report.)
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X

NATIONALITIES WITHIN THE SOVIET UNION

Under the Tsardom, as is well known, the central govern-
ment made every effort to suppress the separate culture of
the various nationalities which had been brought by force
within the Tsarist Empire. From the first days of the
Revolution in 1917 the principle of self-determination of all
the former subject nationalities were laid down by the Soviet
Government; in pursuance of this principle what are now
known as the Border States (Finland, Esthonia, Latvia,
Poland and Lithuania) separated themselves from Soviet
Russia, while the other parts of the former Empire formed a
.number of separate republics which subsequently united to
form the U.S.S.R.~the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics—
each constituent republic retaining the right of withdrawal
from the Union at any time,

At the present time there are six republics in the
Soviet Union—the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic
(R.S.F.S.R.), and ‘the Socialist Soviet Republics of the
Ukraine, White Russia, Transcaucasia, Uzbek, and Turco-
man. Within some of these, in turn, there are 14 smaller
republics and 17 autonomous regions, so that the various
national groups are in a position to carry on their own
government, protect their own interests, and develop their
own language and culture,

But the central government of the Soviet Union does not
merely allow these national groups to carry on their separate
existence; it gives them every encouragement to develop both
in the educational and in the economic sphere. In the first-
grade schools throughout the Soviet Union instruction is now
given in 62 separate languages; the reading rooms have
books and papers in 52 languages, The social development of
some of the most backward Eastern peoples can be illustrated
by the fact that in the republic of Uzbekstan, where before
the Revolution women were in a condition of semi-slavery,
there are now 276 women’s educational institutions with
13,200 students. The economic aid given to the separate
republics can be illustrated by the continuous assistance in the
introduction of new methods of agriculture, by the loans for
. this and other purposes, and by the steady building up of the
scheme of electrification to cover the whole Union.

The Georgian Republic, in Transcaucasia, was visited by
a large proup of the British Delegation, and special steps were
taken to investigate the position there in view of the interest
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taken in Georgia by the British Labour Party and the
allegations made in some quarters of repression of the
Georgian people by the government of the Soviet Union. As
a result of our investigations, we are satisfied that Georgia
has made and is making very rapid progress, both cultural
and economic, under the present constitution—an independent
republic forming part of the Transcaucasian Soviet Socialist
Republic, which i1s itself a constituent part of the Soviet
Union, Georgia is an agricultural country, the peasant
population predominating. Great efforts are being made to
industrialise the country, especially to introduce those fac-
tories which are closely connected with agriculture, so that
whilst the peasants can participate in these industries they can
still continue their agricultural and peasant life, but broadened
and made secure and comfortable by the many ways in which
these industries will better their standard of living. In this
respect good progress has been made, tea plantations, silk
culture, cotton growing, tobacco plantations, and several
other entirely new industries having been started in the
peasant area. Special mention should be made of. the new
woollen factory now in course of completion near Tiflis;
some of the machinery for this factory has been imported
from England. Great assistance has been rendered by the
Soviet Government in financing these industries, with the
object of helping in the industrial development of the
country and improving the conditions of the mass of the
population. A great hydro-electrical scheme is under way,
which is already developing both industrial and agricultural
work, and will bring many city comforts into the villages
and brighten the life of the peasantry.

It has been the fashion to deride what is called ** Lenin’s
dream **: the electrification of Russia. Speaking for
Georgia, here is the result of an investigation. About 30
miles up the river which divides Tiflis, a dam has been
erected, a canal formed, and three kilometres below the dam
a hydro-clectric station set up, which actvally works 4
turbines with a production of 18,000 kilowatts, soon to be
doubled, 8 turbines and 36,000 kilowatts, the whole done in
excellent style, and working perfectly.

Up the river, 120 kilometres higher, a new station is in
progress which will furnish 60,000 kilowatts. These two,
Linked and working in conjunction, will supply electricity, not
only for ordinary purposes, light and power, but for the
electrification of the surrounding railway system. For a third
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station still higher up, surveys are being made, and ere long
one can expect the whole isthmus, from the Black Sea to the
Caspian, to be electrified. As the plan was first formed in
1922, and already in 1924 was working in its first part, there
does not seem to be much of a ** dream ”’ about it, and as far
as Georgia is concerned it is a most striking example of the
benefits which the Georgian people are getting from the
- Soviet Government.

There are also oil deposits, which are being prospected and
will shortly be developed. A concession has been arranged
by the Soviet Government with a Belgian firm, which has
undettaken -the development work.

As the Delegation was anxious to know more of the’
history of Georgia, an interview was arranged with Comrade
Mackaradza, Chairman of the Council of People’s Com-
missaries for the Georgian Republic, and the following
paragraphs give the replies to questions put by the delegates.

Georgia was an independent republic, with its own
national Jife and culture, until the early part of the nincteenth
century, when Tsarist Russia offered military protection
against the Turks and Persians, and eventually established
control of Georgia, which was considered by the Tsarist
Government as a stepping-stone for further imperialist expan-
sion in the direction of Turkey and Persia. Heavy taxes
were soon imposed upon the peasants, and legal and social
disabilities uwpon the nobles; the Georgian language was
banned and Russian made the official language, and every
effort was made to stamp out Georgian culture and traditions
and to make Georgia a Russian Province.

This persecution of the Georgian people resulted in con-
tinuous uprisings of the peasants against Russian domination;
and as the nobles were also feeling the oppression, some of
them took part in the revolts and very often were the leaders
and chief instigators. But no results were obtained; the
movement was too weak, too narrow in its basis of support,
and no concessions were forced from Russia,

In 1880, however, the railways commenced to penetrate
Georgia and various industries were sct under way, resulting
in a small measure in the industrialisation of Georgia, but
more important still in the formation of a working class, an
artisan population recruited from the small handicraftsmen
whose livelihood was destroyed by the competition of the
large industries, and greatly strengthened by the number of
peasants who had been deprived of the land and were
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forced to seek work in industry on one pretext ot another.
Their class views were at first vague but under economic
pressure gradually crystallised, and soon, under the influence
and with the help of the Russian working-class movement, a
definite working~lass movement was brought into being in
Georgia. This movement participated in the revolution of
1905, fighting on a class basis, but, of course, meeting the
same fate as the Russian movement-—failure and rigorous
persecution,

After 1905 the Mensheviks within the Georgian move-
ment, shaken by the persecution following the revolution,
put forward a programme based on the demand for sufficient
autonomy to allow the development of national culture,
attempting by this method to separate the national struggle
from the class struggle. The Bolsheviks opposed the Men-
shevik programme, on the grounds that it was abandonment
of the class struggle and that it also weakened the national
struggle by withdrawing from it the support of the workers.
In 1917, when the first revolution broke out, the Mensheviks
succeeded . in confining the issue to a purely nationalist
programme, and the revolution ended in the setting up of
an Independent National Georgian Republic with a Menshevik
Government absolutely controlled by the bourgeoisie, with the
result that from 1918 to 1920 the workers and peasants,
striving for revolutionary aims, were cruelly persecuted. When
the October revolution took place in Russia, and the Soviet
Government was set up, that Government recognised the
Georgian Republic on two conditions, first that the Georgian
Government should not interfere in Russian affairs, secondly,
that they should not allow Georgia to be used as a base by
the Imperialist armies of Great Britain, France, etc. Despite
this agreement the Georgian Menshevik Government sent
troops to aid the rebellion of the Kurds in Russia, cut the
oil pipe line from Baku to Batum, and allowed first the
Germans, then the British, to make Georgia a military base.

After three years of Menshevik repression, the workers
and peasants, led by Georgian Bolsheviks, revolted against
the Menshevik Government, and succeeded in setting uwp a
Soviet Government ; but owing to the combined attacks of the
Mensheviks and the Imperialist armies, they appealed to the
Russian Soviet Government for help. This help was not
given at the time as Russia was fighting desperately herself;
but when the Russians had suceeded in dniving out the
foreign and internal enemies, the Red Army finally reached
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Georgia and helped the Georgian workers to drive out the
British Government’s Menshevik puppets, and the Georgian
Soviet Government was firmly established. The Georgians
at once joined the U.S.S.R. in their own interests, as they
would bhave been the target for imperialist attacks if they
were outside the U.S.S.R., and would not have been able
to resist these attacks without the joint help of thé other
Soviet Governments; and this action was fully endorsed by
the national, district,, and local Soviets throughout the
country.

Regarding the question of insurrections against the Soviet
Government, we were informed that when the Menshevik
leaders fled from Georgia, they provided their adherents in
Georgia with outside help against the Soviet Government.
Inspired by these leaders, the Menshevik factions, together
with the ex-nobles, oilicers, merchants and ex-landowners,
rose in rebellion, expecting the promised aid; but no aid
arrived, and the insurrection was crushed in three days, the
Menshevik organisation was broken up, and the leaders shot
and imprisoned. The failure of that attempt destroyed any
influence the Mensheviks had, and at present they have only
a small secret organisation which has no support whatever
among the masses.

As to the present position, the Georgian Soviet Republic
is based on the system of local, district, regional and national
Soviets (the three national minorities of Abkhasia, Adjaria,
and Ossentinia have their own Soviet Assemblies); and in all
respects Georgia 1s on an equal basis with the other inde-
pendent republics in the Soviet Union. There can be no
question of oppression by the central government of the
Soviet Union, on which, of course, Georgia is represented.
The whole economic structure of Soviet Russia involves the
absence of any economic advantages by one group over
another: there can be no imperialist exploitation, which is
the cause of the ** problem ** of nationalities in the capitalist
world, especially as it affects the subject colonial peoples.

The Delegation considers that whhin the Soviet Union
the problem of nationalities has been solved, and that small
pations and national minorities which have entered of their
own free will into the Soviet Union have found that by this
Union they enjoy not only liberty to develop but active
assistance from the combined resources of the Union towards
that development.
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XI
THE JOURNEY, MEETINGS AND IMPRESSIONS
The voyage from London to Leningrad in the steamer
* Soviet ** was a fitting introduction to what we were to find
in Soviet Russia itself. The kindness and comradeship of
every member of the crew deserve acknowledgment; and in
conversations with them we began to realise the high level of
political consciousness which now exists throughout every
section of the Russian workers. We saw the conditions of
the seamen and firemen—their quarters, rest room and Lenin
corner—and especially appreciated the comradely relations
existing between captain and officers and crew. It was a
remarkably pleasant voyage in every way—but for one day’s
rough weather to which most of us succurnbed,
« . . " T

Our reception at Leningrad was thrilling. We were met
on the quay by representatives of the Leningrad Council of
Trade Unions, amid tremendous cheering from an enthusiastic
crowd of workers, soldiers and sailors. In response to their
welcoming speeches we presented a manifesto signed by all
members of the British and Irish Delegations congratulating
the Russian workers and peasants on their magnificent and
inspiring achievements, and pledging the assistance of the
British workers against imperialist attacks. QOur manifesto
also assured the Russian workers that the rupture of the
Anglo-Russian Trade Union Committes had been carried out
without consulting the rank and file of the Trade Unions,
and we pledged ourselves to work unceasingly for the re-
establishment of Anglo-Russian Trade Union unity as the
mediuin for closer contact and for the defence of the gains
of the Revolution. After the reception on the quay we were
driven to a rest home—a magnificent building which had
formerly been a nobleman’s palace—and after a meal and

further speeches of welcome the main part of the Delegation
left for Moscow. :
[ ] [ ] L ] L ]

Those of us who went overland had our first thrill when
the train ran into Soviet territory under a great banner
stretched over the lines and inscribed *‘ Welcome to the
workers of other countries; Communism knows no frontiers 1**
At the little frontier station of Niegerolye, British, German,
Czecho-Slovakian and French delegates were taken to the
stalion hall, where a meal was given us and speeches of
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welcome and solidanty exchanged. It was wonderful to see
the hall packed with workers, soldiers and peasants, who had
come in from the surrounding villages to welcome us; their
interest in the speeches and their enthusiasm were really
inspiring. . . . .

Everywhere we went we were astonished at the tremendous
interest and the great knowledge displayed by the Russian
workers in connection with Britain. In factory after factory,
at meeting after meeting, we were asked what were the
prospects of the Baldwin Government attacking Russia;
whether the British workers would prevent it, or whether they
would be beld back by their leaders as they had been in
connection with the sending of troops to China; why the
British workers had not put up a fight against the Trade
Union Bill; why the General Council had *‘let the miners
down *’; whether the miners could resist a further worsening
of conditions; whether there was going to be a Labour
Government and what it would do; why the General Council
bad broken up the Anglo-Russian Committee; whether the
British workers had been consulted; and so on. There can
be no doubt whatever of the keen interest in these subjects
and the real sense of solidarity with the British workers,

The question of Anglo-Russian Trade Union unity, whi
met us at every turn, was brought up by us at meetings with
Tomsky and Melnichansky. The point of view they ex-
pressed was that the British General Council had agreed to
set up the joint committee with the Russian Trade Unions
with a definite programme, namely, to secure joint action
against capitalist attacks and against war.  When the
capitalist attacks came on the British workers in May, 1926,
the prompt help sent by the Russian Trade Unions had been
refused by the British General Council; and subsequently the
latter had refused to discuss joint action to stop coal
shipments, which action, the Russians consider, would have
brought victory for the miners. Therefore the Russian Trade
Unions consider that the British General Council failed to
carry out the agreed basis of the joint Committee; and that
the Russians were fully justified in making the most vigorous
protests, and finally, when they felt that the British General
Council was avoiding the issue, in sending the telegram to
the Trades Union Congress, which the British General Counci)
utilised to effect the break. '
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Questioned as to whether they desired the re-establishment
of the Committee, Tomsky said that they considered unity
between the Russian and British workers essential in the
interests of both; that it was not, however, a question of
uniting the leaders, but the workers, as it was the workers
and not the leaders who were threatened by the capitalist
attacks; and finally, that mere formal unity, or the estab-
lishment of a machinery for unity, was absolutely useless
and would merely deceive the workers unless it was unity for
a definite purpose, with a machinery that would actually be
used in fulfilment of that purpose. This point was made
clearer at subsequent meetings, when we raised the question
of what conditions the Russian Trade Unions would insist
on before agreeing to the re-establishment of the Anglo-
Russian Comumittee. At one meeting Melnichansky said that
he had no authority to name any conditions and that as the
British General Council had created the break he thought any
proposals would have to come from the British. Subse-
quently, however, Tomsky, presumably after consulting his
colleagues, intimated that the Russian Unions were quite
willing to accept the former constitution, involving joint
action against capitalist attacks on the workers and against
war, as they thought this was the only possible basis and one
which required only loyalty in carrying it out to make the
joint committee of real service to the workers in both
countries. The Delegation greatly appreciated the frank
discussions with the Russian Trade- Union leaders, and
realised more than ever the urgent necessity for the establish-
ment of the closest possible unity between the British and
Russian workers, -

There was also an extremely interesting meeting between
us and the Chinese delegation. It was held in a large hall;
the British, American and Chinese delegations sat in front,
and all the rest of the hall and galleries were filled with an
excited, jolly crowd of Chinese students. There were many
guls among the students, looking extremely attractive with
their black hair and beaming countenances; the audience was
the most enthusiastic we have ever experienced, and the whole
mecting went with a swing. The statement made by a
Chinese delegate on the present position in China was of
absorbing interest. He pointed out that the temporary defeat
of the revolutionary movement had been chiefly due to the
protection given by foreign imperialist troops to the
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reactionary elements; that nevertheless it was a profound
mistake to think that the revolutionary movement is now
extinct; that, on the contrary, strikes and local peasant revolts
' are consta tly recurring in spite of the murderous repression
by the reactionaries; and that conditions are such that a new
revolutionary wave is inevitable. \When it comes, he con-
sidered, its fate will depend on whether the British workers
will give it active support, or whether they will allow them-
selves to be bullied into inaction; and he finally appealed to
us to realise that the Chinese revolution was, after the Soviet
revolution, the most important factor making for the world
overthrow of capitalism. After a number of other speeches
we asked the Chinese to sing us a revolutionary song, so they
sang the International in Chinese with immense zest and then
we all sang it together. Then they gave three long and
complicated cheers in Chinese, and the meeting dispersed in
an indescribable spirit of enthusiasm and goodwill.  The
British Delegation were glad to have had the opportunity of
learning the present position and outlook in China; the
indication that the revolutionary movement in China was still
in active existence awakened new interest, and made us feel
the necessity for closer contact also between the British and

Chinese workers,
[ ] [ ] L J [ ]

In all parts of Russia which we visited it was made
evident to us that the Trade Unions were, through the
agency of the clubs, classes and so on, the training schools
of the workers, men and women, boys and girls, in a wider,
higher, brighter and happier social and cultural life. In
Moscow, in Baku, in the other towns and districts, we found
that the Trade Unions and the Trade Unionists had always
the pick of the best public buildings. Why not?

The workers of Britain can learn many lessons from the
accomplishments and work and organisation of the workers
of Russia. One of the principal lessons is the need for 100
per cent. Trade Union organisation and the amalgamation
and concentration of our Trade Union funds. In Soviet
Russia there are only 23 industrial Unions, while here in
Britain we have well over 1,000. Complete Trade Union
organisation of the workers is an essential starting point for
any real progress we can make in this country, and is the only
guarantee of conscious solidarity and realisable strength.
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\Wlhen that state of organisation has been achieved we can
then embark upon a programme for making the Trade Unions
those training schools for the building of Socialism in which
our Russian comrades have set us such an example,

Obviously exaggerated statements are made in English
newspapers about the *millions of homeless children in
Russia,” and therefore we were particularly anxious to find
out the truth about them., After the Revolution, as a result
of famine and continuous fighting, vast numbers of children
of all ages became orphans. Forced to look after themselves
or starve, they robbed and even killed to get food and shelter,
and defied all authority. As soon as any kind of organisation
could be arranged by the Soviets, the children were rapidly
collected into homes. It was a difficult matter to collect them,
but even more difficult to keep them in homes, for they had
found that freedom to wander at will bad its charms. They
would stay in the homes during the winter, and as soon as
the weather became warm again, would run back to the
country districts from which they came,. After a time,
however, the task of keeping them in the homes became easier
and now a very small percentage of them run away. No
force is exerted on the boys to go into the home, even the
police cannot compel them if they find them in the streets;
they can only try and persuade them to go to the homes.
Inside the home, too, there is no compulsion used. Doors all
day are unlocked, and the boys have the free run of the
buildings and garden. No corporal punishment is ever used,
misdeeds being punished by the forfeiting of privileges such
as visits to cinemas, concerts and museums, to which they are
often taken as part of their education. On our journey to
Baku, we saw many wandering boys who were travelling
south (Jumping the trains) to get to warmer country, We
questioned some of them regarding their refusal to remain in
the comfortable homes, and they replied that they preferred
their freedom to roam about the country, using the homes
only when it suited their purpose, as the vagrants uvse the
casual wards in this country, -

L] [ 4 * L 4

From Moscow to Tiflis via Rostov on the Don and Baku—
a long journey, nearly four days and five nights. The vast
North Russian plain seems unending. Immense distances,
snow-covered, dotted here and there with peasants’ huts,
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here and again a village, occasionally the silhouctte of an
orthadox church on the borizon; a few peasants moving
. about on sledges, and a notable lack of trees. Near
Voronezh came the first high ground, a semi-circle of low
hills, and the sparse trees gathered together into a forest
covering their slopes. As we went further South the
monotony of “snow-clad steppes became more and more
marked. Then Rostov was reached. This is a very large
town, built on low hills above the Don, alert and busy, but
bearing strong traces of the Civil War. Clearing the ground
and building are going on gaily, and Rostov should soon
recover. A little to the south-west of Rostov is the mouth
of the Don, and also the port of Azov, from which the shallow
sea of Azov is named. The snow had disappeared, but as we
crossed the Don and struck across the huge flat plains which
lie on the eastern side of the sea of Azov, it began tofall
again, and driving snow and the dark winter night soon hid
from our eyes the deadly monotony of the grey levels.

Twice on this part of the journey deputations of workers
had met us at the stations and fraternal greetings were
exchanged to their great satisfaction, Indeed, the sympathetic
interest shown by the people whenever a stoppage of the
train allowed us to descend and stretch our cramped legs was
astonishing. We ran for miles along the edge of the Caspian
Sea, and as darkness came on we saw the lights of the ships,
piers and barbours in the distance. Baku is immensely
interesting. It is very large and the movement of the popu-
lation is great. This population itsclf is astonishing. It
includes Russians, great numbers of Turks, some of whose
women go veiled even yet, Circassians, Georgians, and many
other races, all in characteristic dress. A quaint mixture of
East and West. Eastern in its porters, carrying huge
weights; dn the gay cotton dresses of the Turkish women;
in the bright coloured head wraps, and in the costumes; the
Kirghizes, the Caucasians, with their bandoliers of cartridges
and the curved Caucasian dagger; in the vendors of quaint
wares; in the camels formerly used for transport but now
Wisappearing. Western in the field grey of Russian soldiers,
the business-like street police, the trams end automobiles, the
pew electric railway to the oilfields, and the commonplaee
dress of Europeans who could at once be distingnished—there
is little of the picturesque about them. The marks of the



Civil War are fast disappearing, but one of them remains
permanently—the cemetery in the centre of the town where
lie the bodies of twenty-six murdered Commissars, shot dur-
ing the British occupation of Baku, a monument of shame to
every member of our imperial nation. All the American,
British and Irish delegates marched in solemn procession to
lay a wreath on the little plot in the centre of the garden,
and representatives of each nation paid their tribute to the
departed heroes. . '
. . . . )

The oilfields lie outside the town, a fantastic sight. They
spread over some 100 square miles, and they recall a Gustave
Doré nightmare. The stagings for the drills and pumps,
each a miniature Eiffel Tower, rise as thick as trees in the
forest, The sandy ground is cut, ravined, kneaded into a
thick mud of peculiar tenacity. Ironwork of all descriptions
lies around. A network of pipes crawls snake-fashion for
untold distances, and the wooden supports of these add the
last touch to a scene unkempt in the extreme.

We pulled out from Baku in the early afternoon, and for
hours crossed immense sandy steppes skirting the Caspian
shores. An occasional camel train, or a short file of laden
donkeys were the only objects to break the monotony of the
steppes, save for the little dwellings of the rail tenders, which
turned up with a regularity in itself-monotonous. But the
short day soon ended and we knew no more of the outside
world till we woke at Tiflis. Beautiful indeed is Tiflis.
Nested in a high mountain valley with peaks rising all around,
snow clad or snow patched, the city fills the valley and climbs
up the slopes on either side. It is large, teeming with life,
and under a clear Georgian sky was truly good to see.

[ ] . . L

The care and attention given to the health of delegates
was quite remarkable. Doctors and nurses appeared at the
slightest sign of illness, and every possible step was taken
for health and comfort. One of the delegates fell ill with
influenza in the Donetz coalfield and was taken back to
Moscow under the care of a doctor and a nurse, whose
unremitting attention she received throughout the 36-hour
journey. She was taken to the Kremlin Hospital where she
was treated by the best physicians in Russia. This hospital,
which is free to the workers, has better beds and furniture
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than an expensive London nursing-home. The patients
receive four excellent meals per day and unlimited quantities
of milk in addition; the best caviare, such an expensive
luxury in England, is served each morning for breakfast.
There was a conspicuous absence of the atmosphere of scurry
and overwork which is so prevalent in British hospitals, a
fact which is undoubtedly due to the hours worked by the
nurses—siz per day—and to the paid holidays they get—two
to six weeks, according to the strenuousness and danger of
their work. Medical men have not the same hold as in this
country; their prescription is attached to the medicine bottle,
and is in Russian, not Latin.

' . e ‘s .

A striking feature everywhere was the simplicity and
comradeship of the soldiers and police (militiamen as they
are called). They regard themselves and are regarded by the
workers just as workers. The police are in the Municipal
Employees’ Union. A soldier possesses all civilian rights and
i3 encouraged to join a co-operative society; indeed, the army
has special representation upon the local society as the regi-
ment is a purchasing member. Soldiers, sailors and police
salute when the International is being played: they do not
salute officers. Officers and men of the Red Army are equal
when off duty and at all times address each other as
** Comrade.” At the Friends of Soviet Russia Congress the
chiefs of the Army and Navy mixed with soldiers, workers,
peasants, Trade Union officials and members of the Soviet
Government, as a perfectly united family, with joint responsi-
bilities to the whole people and to the international working
class.

On leaving Moscow for home on, November 30th, the
Delegation received a wonderful send-off from a large crowd
of workers'and Red Army soldiers. Two hours before the
time for our train the open space in front of the station was
packed with workers and peasants, who had brought their
banners and also’ a band, which enlivened the proceedings
with revolutionary tunes. When the delegates arrived they
were greeted with rousing cheers. Speeches were delivered
by representatives of the Moscow Trade Unions and the
Moscow garrison of the Red Army. Will Lawther and
others made short but effective replies from the station steps
thanking the workers of Russia for giving us such a splendid



time and congratulating them on the immense progress they
had made. The enthusiasm of the crowd showed the
heartiest goodwill towards the British workers, and messages
were sent to them expressing hope and confidence in their
power to throw off capitalist oppression. It is impossible to
descsibe the thrill of seeing the entire length of the platform
packed with a solid mass of Russian workers and soldiers
shouting, cheering, singing, as the train carrying the delegates
steamed out of the station. The final sounds which will live
in our memory of Moscow were the slogans—*‘ Long live the
British Workers! " ** Up the World Revolution! *’—and the
strains of the ‘‘ International.”

What an awful business money is! Money in use on the
homeward journey included English notes, American dollars,
Dutch guilders and cents, German marks and pfennigs,
Polish zlotys and groszy, and Russian roubles and kopecks.

L] L J L L J

On our arrival at Berlin on December 2nd, we were greeted
by representatives of the Red Front Fighters and the Central
Executive Committee of the German Communist Party. They
took us to the Headquarters of the German Communist
Party and afterwards arranged a brief charabanc tour
round the city. The hospitality and welcome of our Berlin
comrades during the couple of hours we were in the city were
greatly appreciated by the whole Delegation. We were given
a hearty send-off at Berlin and again at Hanover, where a
small but enthusiastic demonstration cheered us on our
journey. '

L J L J L 2 L J

The Hook of Holland was reached late on the night of
December 2nd and at 8.38 a.m. on the following day we
arrived in London, exactly 34 days after our departure.
What a contrast there is everywhere! Capitalism rampant,’
as against Socialism being built up. But we come back with
new courage and inspiration for the struggle.



X1
THE CONGRESS OF DELEGATIONS

The proposal that there should be a Joint Congress of the
various delegations from all parts of the world was put for-
ward by the British, and met with enthusiastic support from
all the other delegations. The ** Congress of Friends of the
U.S.8.R.” accordingly met on Thursday, November 10th, in
the Colonnade Hall of the Trade Unions House. Before the
Revolution this building was the meeting-place of the nobility,
and the most brilliant society balls and receptions were held
there. In one room where the provincial councils of the
nobility used to meet, there are still preserved the chairs
bearing the crests of the nobles, set at various levels in accord-
ance with the status of each nobleman. In November, 1917,
the building was taken over by the Moscow Trade Unions
and since then it has been used for important Trade Union
Congresses, while various rooms are used for the Moscow
Provincial Trade Union Council, the Central Workers’
Library, the Trade Union Bureau for the distribution of
theatre tickets, etc.

At the Congress on November 10th, the Colonnade Hall
was filled with nearly a thousand delegates from 43 separate
countries, constituting the most widely representative Con-
gress ever held in the history of the world, in spite of the
fact that some Governments had succeeded in preventing the
sending of delegates for the Tenth Anniversary celebrations.
The Congress was formally opened by Melnichansky, and
Will Lawther, as Chairman of the British Delegation, ex-
plained that the initiative had been taken by the British
in the organisation of this Congress, because the British Dele-
gation did not think it sufficient merely to participate in the
celebrations of the Tenth Anniversary, but considered it also
necessary for all delegations to meet and discuss concrete
measures in defence of the first Workers’ Republic against
capitalist attacks.

After the election of a Presiding Committee and the
Standing Orders Committee, and the adoption of the agenda,
covering first the Achievements of the Ten Years, and
secondly the War Danger, Mikhailov, Chairman of the
Moscow Trade Union Counail, greeted the Congress on behalf
of the Moscow workers, stating that the Moscow workers were
happy to realise that the Moscow of the Tsars, nobility, mer-
chants and manufacturers, had now become the meeting-
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place of International Labour, He noted also that at the time
of the revolution in 1917 the Moscow Trade Unions had only
170,000 members, and that their membership was now
1,390,000; that the real wages in Moscow were now 37 per cent.
above pre-war level; that industry in Moscow had reached,
and in some sections had already exceeded, the pre-war level;
while tremendous developments had taken place in educa-
tional and social organisation.

_ Rykov, Chairman of the Soviet Union Council of People’s
Commissaries—that is, the Prime Minister—had been invited
to give a report on the ten years’ work of the Soviet Govern-
ment, and this report occupied the remainder of the evening
session. In previous sections we have already referred to
Rykov's remarks in connection with the extent to which the
workers and peasants have been brought into the general
administration of the country {section III}, and also the
figures piven by him in regard to the economic progress of
the last five years (section V). Rykov pointed out in his
opening remarks that his report to the Congress was not
merely an expression of friendship, but indicated that the
Soviet Government felt a responsibility not only to the
Russian Workers but also to the workers of every other
country. He also pointed out that in-their investigations of
conditions in Soviet Russia the delegates must remember the
heritage from the old Tsarist régime, and to realise the full
achievements of the Revolution they must compare present
conditions with past conditions in Russia, and not with pre-
sent conditions in advanced capitalist countries. Apart from
the economic points dealt with in section V., Rykov made a
number of other interesting points, among which we may
mention his insistence on the policy of "developing industry
to balance agricultural production; his special emphasis on
co-operation as the best means for a gradual transformation of
peasant farming into social farming; and the determination of
the Soviet Government to prevent the development of a rich
peasant class exploiting hired labour. In connection with the
Government's Manifesto on the seven-hour day, he pointed
out that within the last two years Soviet Russia had definitely
reached the stage of ** rationalisaticn,' which under the
capitalist system inevitably meant greater exploitation of the
working class, but under a workers’ government was necess-
arily bound up with a steady improvement in the conditions
of the working class. '
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Rykov dealt at some length also with the question of the
imprisonment of Social Revolutionaries and Mensheviks,
against which protests had been made by certain sections of
the working class in other countries. e pointed out that
the struggle of the workers in Russia had not been limited
to the actual revolutionary period of 1917, but had continued
right up to the present and must continue in the future as
long as Soviet Russia was surrounded by hostile capitalist
States. In this revolutionary struggle certain Social Revolu-
tionaries and Mensheviks had tried to set up alternative
Governments, or had supported other elements hostile to the
Soviet Government. Workers in other countries must realise
that those Social Revolutionaries and Mensheviks who during
the struggle had been definitely ranged against the Revolution
must be subjected to repressive measures by those who are
responsible for the defence of the Revolution. There were still
within the Soviet Union some remnants of the old capitalist
class, and also of the richer peasantry, who were always in
latent opposition to the Socialist progress that was being
made, and who were constantly being supported by inter-
national capitalist groups by financial and propaganda aid.
In the transition period towards Socialist society, and par-
ticularly in the surrounding conditions of hostile capitalism,
direct measures of coercion are absolutely unavoidable.

 But this repression, though unavoidable, is not the main
reason for the successful existence of the Workers' Govern-
ment for the last ten years, The main reason of its success
is that it is the most progressive type of State organisation
in existence, and that the workers realise that it is securing
a determined advance towards the human society of the
future, : :

" Perhaps the most important part of Rykov’s speech in its
bearing on the relations of Soviet Russia with other countries
was the section in which he emphasised the absolute need for
peace, and foreshadowed the disarmament proposals which
have now been put before the Disarmament Conference of the
League of Nations at Geneva, He also emphasised the fact
that the Red Army was certainly not an ofganisation which
could be exploited by anyone for militarist adventures; it was
closely connected with the workers and peasants, and the
education which it receives is an absolute guarantee against
any attempt to use it for any war policy.
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We may end this brief report of Rykov's speech with his
own summing up of the position :— .
* In comparison with the old Tsarist Russia we hav
made a gigantic step forward. We have uprooted all the
relics of Feudalism. We have destroyed private ownership
of the means of production and transport. We have
abolished private ownership of land. We have put political
power into the hands of the workers. Science and technique
in the Soviet State are instruments in the hands of the
people for building up a Socialist Society, . . . All this
does not mean that we have already traversed most of the

‘road which leads to a Socialist order.  Construction of

Socialism has only just begun. In the course of the last

ten years we have only made the first steps towards the

organisation of a Socialist Society, and many more years of

stubborn struggle will be required to complete this work. . . .

We are convinced that the successes with regard to Socialist

construction in our country will facilitate the struggle of

the working class of the world for the reorganisation of the
whole of society on a Socialist basis."’

Four further sessions of the Congress were held on
the Friday and Saturday, November 11th and 12th. A
resolution on the ten years' achievement was moved by a
representative of the German Delegation; G. Waddell,
President of the A.U.B.T.W., spoke in support on behalf of
the British Delegation. It is impossiblé to give in detail the
full list of speakers; it is sufficient to say that members of the
delegations from France, Ireland, Scandinavia, China,
Belgium, United States, Switzerland, Poland, Italy, Czecho-
Slovakia, South Africa, Mongolia, and other countnes, spoke
in support of the resolution, which was carried unanimously
and with the greatest of enthusiasm. -The resolution declared,
on behalf of the workers represented by the delegates, their
immutable solidarity with the workers of the Soviet Union in
their struggle to reorganise society on a new Socialist basis, -
and recorded the achievements of the ten years. The
unportant passages in the resolution are as under:—

* Industry is- growing from year to year, and in spite
of backward technique the U.S.S.R. is becoming indus-
trialised, In industry and trade the Socialist element in
the country’s economy is steadily growing in strength, The
intense concentration of wholesale and retail trade in the
hands of the State and the Co-operative Movement gives
great advantages to the workers and peasants as consumers,

* New factories are springing up. The worn-out plant
in the old factories is being renewed. Speedy progress is
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being made in the electrification of the country, and the

villages, kept in subjection under the Tsarist régime, are

developing economically,
*In no other country in the world is such cere taken

of the workers’ material, cultural and political position.
In the U.S.S.R. alone the eight-hour day is an unassailable
achicvement of the working class. The proposed intro-
duction of the seven-hour day, in spite of the economic
weakness of the U.S.S.R., is one more example of the
determination of the Soviet Government to improve the
position of the working class. Labour Palaces, Garden
Villages, and Rest Homes for workers, sanatoria, protection
of motherhood and childhood, créches, children’s homes,
clubs, libraries, all these are only indications of the funda-
mental tendency to raise the material and cultural level of
the workers. The country where under Tsarism most of
the population was illiterate is undergoing a gigantic
cultural revolutivn. Ideas of solidarity and brotherhood of
nations, respect for labour, and ideas of social justice are
instilled into the minds of the young in school. Education,
from the schools to the universities, has become accessible
to workers and peasants, and the cultural level of the
masses is growing day by day. In no other country in the
world are such enormous sections of the population drawn
into participation in the political and intellectual life of the
country,”’

A resolution on the war danger was ‘moved by J. Jagger,
President of N.U.D.A'W., on behalf of the British
Delegation, and supported by Henri Barbusse (France) and
a number of other speakers from various countries. The
important parts of the resolution, which was carried unani-
mously at the last session, ran as vnder:

** We call upon all honest citizens of all countries, and
on all manual and brain workers, to fight relentlessly the
war preparations against the U.S.S.R., the country where
the workers rule, no matter whence this attack be directed,

" by whom it be supported, or by what ideological slogans
it be disguised.

* The Congress declares that the policy of the ruling
capitalist classes is inevitably causing conflicts between the
capitalist States, and a fierce struggle against workers’
Russia. The Congress points out that the so-called League
of Nations has shown itself in its true colours as a militant
alliance of big predatory capitalist States, an alliance
directed first and foremost against the USS.R. .. ..

** The Congress welcomes the peace policy of the Soviet
Union and declares that war has been averted hitherto only
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owing to the firm will for peace exerted by the Soviel
Government. The Congress welcomes the initiative taker
by the Soviet Government, which has adopted a genuine
peace and disarmament platform in connection with the
Disarmament Conference convened by the League of Nations.
The Congress calls upon all workers and all honest opponents
of imperialist war to support in every possible way the
peace policy of the Soviet Government in order to expose tg
the full the deception practised by the League of Nations
and by all organisations which are supporting it,

“ We, the representatives of workers and peasants, of
the revolutionary intelligentsia and of the oppressed nations,
send out a call for courageous support of the U.S.S.R.
and of the Chinese Revolution. Ouly systematic organisa.
tional and agitational preparation for action can be recognised
as honest struggle for the cause of Socialism, for the
abolition of capitalist wars., The Congress calls upon all
workers and peasants, upon all genuine advocates of peace,
all true supporters of culture and civilisation, to prepare for
the struggle by all means against war directed against the
U.S.S.R.”

The delegates from all countries undoubtedly regarded
the Congress as one of the most important in the history
of the world. It consolidated their realisation that Soviet
Russia was the first Workers' State, that Soviet Russia was
developing steadily and even rapidly towards the full
establishment of a Socialist society, and that the workers'
organisations in every other country must rally to the support
of Soviet Russia in defence of the first victory that had
been won in the fight of the working class to overthrow the
capitalist order of society. All the speakers emphasised the
fact that the progress of the workers in other countries was
now essentially bound up with the successful development of
Soviet Russia; that its further successes during the coming
years would put the Russian workers and peasants in a
position immeasurably superior to that of the workers in
;apx?alxg countries, and would be a tremendous incentive and
inspiration to the workers in those countries in their struggle
against their own capitalist masters.

In concluding our report, we wish to say that it is our
considered opinion that the resolutions adopted and speeches
made at the Congress are an accurate reflection of the state
of affairs to-day. From the whole course of our investigations
into every aspect of life in Soviet Russia we are convinced
that in no other country in the world is there such widespread
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participation of the workers, in the towns and in the villagr

in the whole political, economic, and social life of t
country. - The material resources of the country:are beir
developed on a careful and well thought-out plan for tt
benefit of the workers and peasants. The Soviet Governmen
has the enthusiastic support of an overwhelming proportion o»
the population, which realises both the sincerity of its polxc \
and the practical successes it has achieved.

In such circumstances the only danger is the danger of
war, of imperialist attacks on Russia because it i3 Workers’
Russia, because it is an inspiration to the workers in other
countries and to the races suffering from imperialist oppres-
sion. We consider it our duty to put the facts regarding
Soviet Russia before the British workers, and to ask them,
in their own interest and in the interest of the working class
of the world, to offer a determined and united resistance
against the British imperialist policy of hostility towards
Soviet Russia which may at any moment break out into
open war.
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