








































































CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE SECOND TO TWELFTH 
MONTH OF LIFE 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION; UNITED STATES, 1940 
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llll'AJIT MORTALITY BATES, BY CAUSE AJiD BY AGE; UBITED STATES EXPA!iDIBG 
BIBTB-REGISTBATIOB AREA, 1932-34, 1935-37. and 1938-40 

Deaths in the first ;year or ure 1/ 

&umber per 1,000 live births Average annual 
Cause of death and period Second lirat first lirat lirat 

to year IIOnth twelfth 
year 110nth 

IIODtb 

All causes: 
1932-34 ------------------ 58.6 33.8 24,8 123.501 71.332 
1935-37 ------------------ 55-7 32.1 23.6 120,868 69.530 
1938-40 ------------------ 48.7 29.2 19.5 112,177 67.328 

Prenatal and natal cause a: y 
1932-34----------------------- 30.8 27.3 3.5 64.955 57.634 
1935-37 ---------------------- 29.3 26.1 3.2 63,494 56.500 
1938-40 ---------------------- 27.4 24.5 2,9 63,257 56.507 

Reapiratory diseaaea: J.! 
1932-34 ---------------------- 9.8 1.8 8.0 20,665 3. 731 
1935-37 ---------------------- 9.6 1.6 8.0 20,818 3.506 
1938-40 ---------------------- 8.0 1.4 6.6 18,513 3,180 

Gastrointeatinal diaeases: ~ 
6.2 5.4 1,619 1932-34 ---------------------· 0.8 13,158 

1935-37 6.0 o. 7 5-3 13,017 1,620 ----------------------
.1938-40 ---------------------- 4.9 0,6 4.3 11,207 1,387 

Epidemic and other communicable 
diaeasea: 5} 

6,315 481 1932-34 ---------------------- 3.0 0.2 2.8 
1935-37 ---------------------- 2.2 0.2 2.0 4,832 339 
1938-40 ---------------------- 1.7 0.1 1.6 3,812 233 

All other specified causea: 
1932-34 ---------------------- 5-1 1.4 3-7 10,720 3,017 
1935-37 ---------------------- 5.4 1.5 3.9 11,737 3.320 
1938-40 ---------------------- 4,1 1.1 3.0 9,463 2.505 

Ill-defined and unknown causes: 
1932-34 ---------------------- 3. 7 2.3 1.4 7,688 4,849 
1935-37 ---------------------- 3.2 2.0 1,2 6,969 4,245 
1938-40 ---------------------- 2.6 1.5 1.1 5.926 3,516 

number 

Second 
to 

twelfth 
IIODth 

52,169 
51.338 
44,849 

7.321 
6.904 
6,750 

16,934 
17.312 
15.333 

11.5~9 
11,397 
9,820 

5.834 
4,493 
3.579 

7. 703 
8,417 
6.958 

2,839 
2,724 
2 ,410. 

!} Data are for the Continental United States. The birth-registration area for 1932 in­
cluded 95.2 percent or the population (all States but Texas). In every year from 1933 to 1940 it 
included the entire Continental United States. 

f/ Congenital malformations, congenital debility, premature birth, injury at birth, other 
diseases peculiar to the first year of life, syphilis, and tetanus. 

3/ Influenza, pneumonia, and other diseases of the respiratory system. 
4/ Dysentery, diseases of the stomach, diarrhea and enteritis, and other diseases of the 

digestive system. 
2/ Measles, scarlet fever, whooping cough, diphtheria, eryaipelae, cerebrospinal (meningo­

coccua) meningttie, and tubereulosie. 
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I N FAN T M 0 R TAL IT Y RATES, 8 Y CAUSE AND 8 Y A G E 

UNITED STATES, 1932-34, 1935-37, AND 1938-40 

Deaths per 1,000 live births 
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IHFJ.JiT II)RTALITY RATE, IHFJ.JiT DEA!rHS, Allll LIVE BIRTHS IH EACH STATE; ll!liTE INFANTS, UHIU:D STATES, 19311-110 
(State• are ranked according to infant 110rtal1ty rate) 

Death• in the 
first year of 
life per 1,000 
live birtM 

Average annual number of--

State Vhi to Vb1te 
infant UTe 

Vhite llegro death• b1rtba 

90.576 2,018,86o Co ntinontal United S ta teo ----------------------------~"":..:.:.· ~9-+-_7~4:.:·.:6_+-~~'-=---+-_:.:=::..:..:=--J 

Oregon ---------------------------------------­
Connecticut ----------------------------------­
Minnesota ------------------------------------­
Hew Jersey -----------------------------------­
Washington ------------------------------------­
Hebraek& ---------------------------------------
Di•trict ot Colu.Wia --------------------------
South Dakota ---------------------------------­
Illinois -------------------------------------­
Hev York -------------------------------------­
Maaaachu.etts ------------------------~--------­
Iova -----------------------------------------­
l&niAI ••••••--·---------------·---------·----­
V11CODS1n ------------------------------------­
Rhode Island -----------------------------------

Indiana --------------------------------------­
Cal1!orn1a -----------------------------------­
Ohio ------------------------------------------­
Utah ------------------------------------------­
M1ch1gan --------------------------------------­
Montana ---------------------------------------­
Delaware ---------------------------------------
Idaho -----------------------------------------­
Maryland --------------------------------------­
Pennaylvanla ----------------------------------­
He.ada ----------------------------------------­
Hew Bampebire --------------------------------­
Vyom1ng ---------------------------------------­
H1•sour1 -------------------------------------­
Horth Dakota ----------------------------------­
Arkanaaa --------------------------------------
7lor1da ---------------------------------------­
O~abo .. -------------------------------------­
Vermont ----------------------------------------

H1atlsaipp1 ----------------------------------­
Lou1a1aoa ------------------------------------­
Alabama ---------------------------------------­
Georg1a ---------------------------------------­
V1rg1c1a --------------------------------------­
Hortb Carol1na --------------------------------
Tenneatee ~-----------------------------------­
Kentucky --------------------------------------­
Ma1ne -----------------------------------------­
Veat V1rg1n1a ----------------------------------
South Carolina --------------------------------­
Colorado --------------------------------------

Texa• -----------------------------------------­
Ar1zoaa ----------------------------------------

34. 6 (1) 
34.8 (1) 
35·3 (1) 
35.4 67.9 
35.4 (1) 
35·5 (1) 
35·9 72.9 
36.8 (1) 
36.9 58.0 
37·7 62.9 
37.8 57.1 
38.3 (1) 
39·1 67.7 
39·3 (1) 
39·7 (1) 

40.4 68.7 
41.3 56.0 
41.4 63.6 
41,6 (1) 
41.7 55.3 
42.3 (l) 
42.7 (1) 
42.8 (1) 
43·3 82.7 
44.2 66.0 
44.3 (1) 
44.) (1) 
45.0 (1) 
45.1 86.0 
45.3 (1) 
45.9 53·5 
46.1 78.8 
46.1 87.3 
46.3 (1) 

48.8 61.3 
49.8 86.0 
51.8 75.3 
52.2 75.0 
53·3 84.5 
53·6 79·3 
53.6 76.0 
53·7 89 4 
54.1 (1) 
55·9 76.1 
56.0 86.7 
58.2 (1) 

65.0 
)7.9 

81.0 
(1) 

Bov Me:dco ------------------------------------- 101.li (1) 

Terr1torlea and poaaeealona gj 

Alaeka ----------------------------------------­
Hava11 ----------------------------------------­
Puerto B1co ------------------------------------

(3) 
41.9 

(3) 

(3) 
( 5) 
(3) 

577 16,687 
819 23.521 

1,782 50. il6o 
1,859 52.540 

937 26,467 
780 21.977 

~~ 9.630 
10.948 

4,235 114,663 
6,849 181,599 
2,370 62,b99 
1,b83 43,S84 
1,101 28,127 
2,122 54.056 

411 10,347 

2,347 58,141 
4,164 100,840 
4,J96 106,298 

546 13.131 
3,S78 92.981 

438 10.370 
159 3· 735 
481 11,254 
988 22,~4 

6, 851 155. 7 
79 1, 790 

358 8,081 
217 4,-':')5 

2,524 55·9~ 
578 12.7 

1.297 28,252 
1,048 22,758 
1,835 39.778 

299 6,454 

1,147 23.501 
1,446 29,035 
1.996 38.528 
2,039 39.046 
2,060 38,667 
2.905 54.192 
2,469 46,053 
3.160 58,818 

815 15,066 
2,221 39.750 
1.192 21.292 
1,194 20,529 

7,003 107.793 
764 9,802 

1,407 13,875 

(4) (3) 
74 1,772 

6, 582 (3) 

1} Not shown because the number of Negro llve blrtha durlng the pertod was leas than 2.500. 
gj Included under the proTia1ona of title V1 parte 1, 2, and 3, of the Soelal Secur1t~ Act, which 

are &dm1niatered by the Cb1ldren 1a Bureau. 
3/ Not aTa1lable: Alaak& and Puerto R1co are not 1n the b1rtb-reg1atration area. 
~ Hot ~Ta1lable; Alaska 1• not 1n the death-reg1strat1on area. 
3J Hot a.aUable: data for HavaU are not tabulated eeparatel7. 
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INFANT MORTALITY RATE IN EACH STATE 
WHITE INFANTS ; UNITED STATES, 1938 - 40 

Deaths in the first year of lite 
per 1,000 live births 

IE: =:=:=:U Less than 40 

·1~140-47 
1~148- 64 

ltoD!MII 65 - 79 
I ISO or more 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chort No. I M 40-8 Based on data from U.S. Bureau of the Census 



INFANT KlRTALITY RATli, INFANT DEATdS, JJID LIVE BIRTHS; J!EGRO INFANTS, UlllTED STABS 
AND EACH OF THE 27 STATES WITH 2, 500 OR K>Rli !iiGRO~ BIRTHS, 193S-4o 

(States are ranked according to infant morta.Ut7 rate) 

Dealho In 
lho tlrat Average annual nwaber ot--

State 
:year of life 

Negro Negro 
per 1,000 

infant llve live births 
deaths blrtha 

Negro Vhlte 

Continental United States!} --- 74.6 44.9 20.)17 272,210 

Statu vith 2,500 or more Negro 
11 ve births during the period gj ---- 74.7 45.3 20,104 269.232 

Arkansas ------------------------ 53· 5 45.9 470 8,772 
Michigan ------------------------ 55-3 41.7 203 3.665 
California---------------------- ;6.0 41.3 100 1,790 
Mauacb.Wietts ------------------- 57-1 J7.8 3f~ 935 
lllinoh ------------------------ ss.o ~b-9 6.452 
Mlnlnlppi --------------------- 61.3 8.8 1, 780 29.o62 
'ev York ------------------------ 62.9 ~7-7 585 9,Jo6 
Ohio ---------------------------- 6).6 1.4 378 5o950 

PennaylTani& -------------------- 66.0 44.2 604 9.146 
Kansas -------------------------- 67.7 39-1 65 955 
Hev Jersey ----------------------~ 67.9 35.4 302 4,453 
Indiana ------------------------- 68.7 4o.4 139 2,024 
Diltriet of Columbia ------------ 72.9 35-9 320 4,38~ 

Georgia ------------------------- 75.0 52.2 1.932 25.747 
Alabama ------------------------- 75-3 . 51.8 1,774 23.569 
West Vir~inia ------------------- 76.1 55-9 173 2,274 
Ten.aeueo ------------------------ /8.0 53.6 6~1 8,216 
~lorida ------------------------- 78.8 46.1 758 9.614 
Hortb Carollna ------------------ 79-3 53.6 1.973 24,875 

Texas --------------------------- 81.0 65.0 1,22~ 1~,105 
Maryland ----------·-------------- 82.7 43·3 52 ,JJ8 
Virginia ------------------------- 84.5 53-3 1,282 15.171 
Miuouri ------------------------- 86.0 45.1 337 3o913 
Louisiana ------------------------ 86.0 49.8 1,755 20,417 
South Carolina ------------------- 86.7 56.0 1,860 21.~58 

Oklahoma ------------------------- 87-a 46.1 213 2,441 
Xentuclcy ------------------------- 89. 53· 7 286 3,200 

AU olhor S~atoo J} ------------------- 72.0 43.2 213 2.978 

·!/ Territories and poueuions are not shown because complete information ie nOt 
available. 

gj or the &Terage annual number or Negro live birtha (272,210) and infant deatha 
(20,317) in the United States 99 percent (269,232 and 20,10~reapectively) occurred in 
the 27 Statee with 2,500 or more Negro live births dur1ng the period. 

JJ The 22 States vitb leas than 2,500 Negro live births during the period. 
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INFANT MORTALITY RATE IN EACH STATE 

Deaths in the first year of life 
per 1,000 live deaths 

IIW/dll 48 - 64 

lfOOOOI 65 - 79 

I I 80 or more 

NEGRO INFANTS; UNITED STATES, 1938-40 

I! 11 Less than 2,500 Negro live births 

u. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chort No. I M 4 0 -9 Based on doto f rom u. S. Bureau of the Census 



Illl'AI!T MORTALITY RATE, IRFAI1T DEATHS, AND LIVE BIRTHS BY RACE 
UNITED STATES lXPAh~IRG BIRTH-REGISTRATION AREA, 1~30-40 

Deaths ln 
the flrat lumber of--

Year 7ear of llte 
per 1,000 

live blrtba 1/ Infant deaths Live births 

Megro Vhlte Negro iihite Negro W'nite 

1940--- 72.9 43.2 20,342 89,406 2)8 ,869 2,067.953 

1939--- 73.2 44.3 19.755 87,841 2)0 ,060 1,98z,6n 

1938--- 77-9 47.1 20,855 94,485 267.700 2,005.955 

1937--- 82.0 50.3 21,513 97,064 262,462 1,928,437 

1936--- 86.1 52.9 21,614 99,504 251.~8 1,881,883 

1935--- 81,9 51.9 20,!,'05 97.907 255.124 1,888,012 

19311--- 91.0 54.5 23,393 101,720 257,106 1,866,231 

1933--- 85.4 52.8 21,035 94,74q 246,277 1,794.946 

1932-- 84.1 53.3 20.171 96,250 239. 7q6 1,805,155 

1931--- 92.7 56.7 21,716 104,853 234,203 1,848,2q3 

1930--- 99.5 59.6 2},812 116,084 239,275 1,q46;841 

!} Data are for the Continental UDlted States. The birth-

registration area ln 1930 and 1931 included 94.7 percent of the popu­

lation (all States except South Dakota and Texaa); in 1932, 95.2 per­

cent (all State• except Texas). In every 7ear from 1933 to 1940 it 

included the entire Continental United Statea. 
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INFANT MORTALITY RATES AMONG WHITE AND NEGRO INFANTS 
UNITED STATES, 1930-40 
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IHFAliT MORTALITY RATES, BY AGE AND BY RACE, IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

Deaths in the first year of life !/ 
Humber per 

NUJDber Age and area 1,000 U·1e births 

Total White All other Total White 
r.aces 

Ey Place of Residenco 

First year 

Urbany --- 42-3 39.0 71.6 43,735 36,233 
Ruraly 50.7 46.7 75.0 67,249 53,173 

First month 

Urban y -------- 28.0 26.4 42-3 28,952 24,516 
Ruraly 29.3 27.9 38.3 38,914 31,737 

Second to twelfth month 

Urban Y ------ 14.7 13.0 30.5 14,783 11,717 
Ruraly ------ 22.0 19.4 38.2 28,335 21,436 

&t Plac9 of OccurrAnce 

Firat year 

Urban Y --- 43.8 40.7 75.5 54,170 45 ,695_ 
RuralY 50.5 46.3 72.7 56,814 43,711 

Firat month 

Urban Y -------------- 25.3 22.1 56.3 31,204 24,878 
Ruraly --- 32.6 33.2 29.3 36,662 31,375 

Second to twelfth month 

Urban Y ------ 19.1 19.0 20.3 22,9&& 20,817 
Rural y ---------- 18.5 13.5 44-7 20,152 12,336 

!/ Data are for the Continental United States. 

All other 
races 

7,502 
14,076 

4,436 
7,177 

3,06o 
6,899 

8,475 
13,103 

6,320 
5,287 

2,149 
7,816 

~Urban areas include cities of 10,000 or more population; all other areas are classified as rural. 

l/ Deaths per 1,000 infants alive ~t the beginning of the second month of life. 
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INFANT MORTALITY RATES, BY AGE, AMONG RESIDENTS OF URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 

First year 

Urban 

First month 

Urban 

Second to 
twelfth month 

Urban 

UNITED STATES, 1940 
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MATERIIAL MOBULITY BATE, MATEB.IIAL DEATHS, .IJID LIVI: BIRTHS IB :UCB STATE; UliiTED S~ATES, 1940 
(Statea are ranked aceo'i-d1n.g to aaternal mortali t7 rate} 

Maternal !lumber of 

State 

Continental United Stahl -----------~--------------

Worth Dakota --------------------------------­
Minne•ota -----------------------------------­
Rhoda l1land --------------------------------­
Oregon --------------------------------------­
Utah ----------------------------------------­
Mar,rland ------------------------------------­
California ----------------------------------­
Maeaacbuaett• -------------------------------­
V1acon•1n -----------------------------------­
Connecticut ---------------------------------­
Indiana -------------------------------------­
Mlchtsan -------------------------------------
Diatrict of Columbia -------------------------
lllinoie ------------------------------------­
Mew York ------------------------------------­
New Jeree7 -----------------------------------

Montana ---------·---------------------------­
V&eh1n~on ------------------------------­
iew Bampebire -------------------------------­
Mebraeka ------------------------------------­
Ohio ----------------------------------------­
PenneylT&Dia --------------------------------­
West Vir«!Di& --------------------------------­
South Dakota --------------------------------­
Iowa -----------------------------------------­
Idaho ----------------------------------------­
Ver.ant -------------------------------------­
lentuckf -------------------------------------­
Misaouri -------------------------------------­
lansae ---------------------------------------­
Okl&bo .. -------------------------------------

Maine ----------------------------------------­
Colorado -------------------------------------­
Y,yoalng --------------------------------------­
V1rg1n1a -------------------------------------­
Texa• ----------------------------------------­
Hew Mexico -----------------------------------­
Tenneaaee ------------------------------------­
HeT&da ---------------------------------------­
Arkan••• --------------------------------------

Arizona --------------------------------------­
Borth Carolina -------------------------------­
Louiaian& ------------------------------------­
Delaware -------------------------------------­
Georgia --------------------------------------­
Alabama --------------------------------------­
Misslea1ppi ----------------------------------­
Florida --------------------------------------­
South Carolina --------------------------------

Terri tor1es and poseeeeione: Y 
Alaska ---------------------------------------­
Hawaii ---------------------------------------­
Puerto Rico -----------------------------------

death• 
par 

10,000 
liTe birth• !} 

37.6 

17.2 
22.2 
25.0 
25.2 
26.6 
27.8 
27.9 
28.1 
28.1 
28.2 
28.7 
29.2 
29.4 
29-7 
29.7 
29.9 

30.5 
30.6 
31.8 
32,0 
32.2 
32·5 

5U 
35.0 
35.9 
35·9 
36.0 
36.8 
37·3 
39·7 

40.3 
40.7 
41.6 
44.9 
46.0 
46.8 
47.5 
48.5 
48.7 

50.2 
51.6 
53.4 
54.4 
56.9 
61.3 
62.8 
64,8 
67.8 

(3) 
24.4 

(3) 

Maternal 
death• Lin 

birth• 

8,876 2,360,399 

23 13.356 
118 53.083 
27 10,805 
45 17,848 
36 13.559 

"" 30,251 
31Z U2,011 
186 66,114 
154 54,848 

71 25,195 
178 61,963 
289 99· 108 
45 15.309 

366 123,198 
585 196,888 
175 58,617 

35 11,492 
86 28,141 
27 8,503 
71 22,162 

370 114,900 

i~ 165.680 
42,103 

40 11,619 
159 45,464 

42 11,712 
24 6,694 

229 63.591 
229 62,172 
107 28,695 
177 44.574 

61 15,119 
86 21,154 
21 5,052 

248 55.208 
583 126,687 
69 14,744 

265 55· 815 
10 2,061 

187 38.359 

59 11,754 
416 80,582 
272 50.916 
25 4,597 

370 64,998 
386 62,925 
330 52,575 
219 ~,818 
301 ,JBO 

(4) (3) 

3~, 9,414 
(3) 

!} Deaths due directly to disease• of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium (numbere 14<>-150 
of the International Liat of Causes of Death, 1938 revision). 

gj Included under the provisions of title V, parte 1, 2. and 3. of the Social Security Act, which are 
admini•tered b7 the Children 1 a Bureau. 

~I Bot available; Alaska and Puerto Rico are not in the birth-reglatration area. 
B'l Hot· available; Alaaka il not in the death-registration area. 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IN EACH STATE 

Maternal deaths 
per 10,000 live births 

~ Less than 30 

1~1 30-39 

1~1 40-49 

ltoOOal 50 or more 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chort No. M M 40 -I 

UNITED STATES, 1940 

Based on dolo from U. S. Bureou of the Census 



MAT>:RliAL MORTALITY RATES, BY AGi; UlllfiD S!AHS, 194o 

Maternal 
deatba per Jilulber of-

~e at death 10,000 
11 ve blrtbl !} Jol.aternal death• LiTe birth 

'l'otal ... -------- 37.6 5.576 2,360,309 

Under 15 7ears ------ 135.2 45 3.257 

15 - 19 7eara ----- ·- 37-9 1,139 300.747 

20 - 24 :year a ------- 24.0 1,775 735,436 

25 - 29 7fl&.rl ------- 30.4 1,964 645,567 

30 - 34 years ------- 44.7 1,790 400,225 

35. • 39 7earo ------- 74.5 1,498 201 ,120 

4o - 44 ;yeara ------- 95-7 583 60,915 

45 7u.ra or oYer ---- 131.4 73 5.555 

J.«e unknown --------- 21.0 9 4,277 

!/ Data are for the Continental United States: tbe death• are 
thoae dUe directly to diaeaaea of pregnancy, childbirth, and the 
puerperiUIII (numbera 14o-l50 of the International List. of Causes or 
Death, 1938 reY1&1on). 

lUI 4o-2 
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Chart No. W. W 40-2 Based on dolo from U.S. Bureau of the Census 



Death 
tia:e 

MATfRNAL DEATHS IN RELATION TO TIME OF DELIVERY 
IIUJIBER OF DEATHS, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, AND DEATH RATE 

UNITED STATES, 1940 

in relation to 
Maternal deatha 

of delivery Bu.mber Percent 
dietrlbutlon 

Total -------------------------------------- 8,876 100 

Ectopic gestation·--------------------------------- 392 4 

During or after abortion y ----------------------- 1,682 19 

!e!ore delivery ----------------------------------- 1,298 15 

During or after childbirth JJ --------------------- 5,504 62 

1/ 

Humber por 
10,000 lhe birtba 

37.6 

1.7 

7.1 

5.5 

?3.3 

&umber of Deatha and Percent&ge Distribution, b7 Cause, in Relation to Time of Deliver7 

Maternal deathe 1/ 

Ectopic DuriDg Before DuriDg 

geatation or after delivery or after 

Cause of death abortion ?.) childbirth ~/ 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 
BUilber dhtrl- Humber diltrl- NUIIber diltrl- liWiber dhtri-

but ion button buUon bution 

Total --------------- 392 100 1,682 100 1,298 100 5.5D4 100 

Infection ------------------ 85 22 1,334 7., --- --- 2,207 4o 

Toxe•ia• ------------------- --- --- 80 5 939 72 1,231 22 

Hemorrhage, trauma, or •hock 307 78 109 7 55 4 1,587 29 

All other and un•pecitied -- --- --- 159 9 304 24 479 9 

!} Death• in the Continental United States that vere due directly to di••••e• ot pregnancy, childbirth, 

and tbe puerperium (number• 140-150 of the International Liat of C~u•ea or Death, 1938 reYiaion), 

~/ Abortion i• defined as the termination or a uterine pre~nanc7 prior to 7 lunar month• (28 veeks) 

J/ Childbirth ia defined as the termination of a uterine pregnanc7 at 7 lunar months (28 veeks) or 

more or gestation. 

HH 40-J 



MATERNAL DEATHS IN RELATION TO TIME OF- DELIVERY 

UNITED STATES, 1940 

PERCENTAGE D 1ST Rl BUT I ON, BY TIME OF OELIV ERY 

Dur1ng or ofter childbirth 

62% 

Ourino or offer obortlon 

19% 

Before delivery 

15% 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY CAUSE, IN RELATION TO TIME OF DELIVERY 

Ectopic: 
gestation 

During or otter 
abortion 

Infection Tor.em ias 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Cllort No . .... 40-3 

Before 
delivery 

Hemorrhage, Other ol\d 
trauma, or shock unspecified 

OurinQ or otter 
childbirth 

Based on doto from U. S. Bureau of the Census 



CAUSIS OP MA'riRJIAL DEA'H 
IIUMBEII Ol DEATHS, PERCI!ITAGI Dl STRIBU!IOH, AHD DUTB RATIS 

UBITID STATES, 194o 

Maternal death• 1/ 
Cauae of death Percent llumber per 

luaber 
dlatrl but ion 10,000 UTe blrtht 

All C&U888 ---------------------------------- 8,876 100 37.6 

Infection ---------------------------------------- 3,626 41 15.4 

Toxemias ----------------------------------------- 2,250 25 9-5 

Be110rrhace, traua, or tbock --------------------- 2,058 23 8.7 

All other and unspecified ------------------------ 942 11 4.0 

lumber of Deatbt and Pereenta«e Dittributlon, b7 Time of DellTer7, for l&eb Cause 

Maternal deaths !/ 
Bemorrba.ge, Other and 

Death in relation Infection 'foxe•lat trauma, unspecified 

to tl•e of deliTery or thoclr: eauaet 

Perc11nt Percent Percent Percent 
lumber dhtri- lumber dhtrl- Humber dhtrt- llwlber dhtrl-

button button butlon button 

Total ---------------- },626 100 2,250 100 2,058 100 942 100 

ICtopie gestation ----------- 85 2 --- --- 307 15 --- ---
During of after abortion gj - 1,334 37 80 3 109 5 159 17 

Before deliTery ------------- --- --- 939 42 55 3 3o4 32 

During or after childbirth 2/ 2,207 61 1,231 55 1,587 77 479 51 

!f Deatht in the Continental United States that vere due directl7 to diaea1ea of pregnancy, child­
birth, and the puerperium (numbera 140-150 of the International Liet of Ca~e• of Death, 1938 reviaion). 

gj Abortion ia defined aa the termination of a uterine pregnancy prior to 7 lunar months (28 veeka) 
of gestation. 

JJ Childbirth 1• defined as the termination of a uterine pregnancy at 1 lunar montha (28 weeka) or 
more of gestation. 

MM 40-4 
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CAUSES OF MATERNAL DEATH 

UNITED STATES, 1940 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY CAUSE 

Hemorrhage, 
trauma, or shock 

23% 

Toxemias 
25% 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY TIME OF DELIVERY, FOR EACH CAUSE 

Infection 

Ectopic 
geslotion 

U. S. Department of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Cllort No. filM 40-4 

Toxemias 

Ouring or 
after abortion 

Hemorrhage, 
trauma, or shock 

Before 
delivery 

Oyring or 
after childbirth 

Other and 
unspecified 

a·osed on doto ftom u. S. Bureau of the Census 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM INFECTIOH, MAT!:RIIAL DEATHS FROM THIS CAUSE, AliD LIVI BIRTHS IN EACH STATE 
UNITED STATES, 1')40 

(States are ranked according to maternal mortality rate) 

State 

Maternal ~atba 
from infection 

per 10,000 
lhe births !} 

Humber of--

Matern&! dea.tha Live birth 
from infection 

3,626 2,360,399 Continental United States ------------------------ ~---=1.::5.:..4 ____ +-__ :..:.;_ ___ +_.;.:_;_c;..:.;._-j 

Horth Dakota -------------------------------­
Utah ---------------------------------------­
Minnesota ----------------------------------­
Oregon -------------------------------------­
Rhode Island -------------------------------­
~Aryland -----------------------------------­
Michigan -----------------------------------­
California ---------------------------------­
Washington ---------------------------------­
Hev Ramoabire ------------------------------­
Illinois -----------------------------------­
South D&int& -------------------------------­
Kentucky -----------------------------------­
Maasacbusetta ------------------------------­
Hev Jersey ---------------------------------­
Wisconsin -----------------------------------
District of Columbia ------------------------
Indiana ------------------------------------­
Connecticut ---------------------------------

Ohio ----------------------------------------
Vest Virginia -------------------------------
Montana ------------------------------------­
Hev York -----------------------------------­
Idaho --------------------------------------­
Pennsylvania -------------------------------­
Virginia -----------------------------------­
IOwa ---------------------------------------­
Haiae --------------------------------------­
Borth Carolina -----------------------------­
Texas --------------------------- ----·-------­
Oklahoma -----------------------------------­
Ntw Mexico ---------------------------------­
W7oming ------------------------------------­
Missouri -----------------------------------­
Vermont ------------------------------------­
Arkansas -----------------------------------­
Kansas -------------------------------------­
Tennessee ----------------------------------­
Arizona ------------------------------------­
Nebraska -----------------------------------­
M1aaiasipp1 --------------------------------­
Nevada --------------------------------------

6.0 
6.6 
9.8 

10.1 
11.1 
11.2 
11.3 
ll.4 
11.7 
u.s 
11.9 
12.0 
13.1 
13.5 
13.5 
13.5 
13.7 
13.7 
13.9 

14.4 
14.7 
14.8 
14.8 
15.4 
15.5 
15.6 
16.3 
16.5 
16.6 
16.7 
16.8 
17.6 
17.8 
17.9 
17.9 
18,2 
18.5 
18.6 
18.7 
19.0 
19.4 
19.4 

Louisiana ----------------------------------- 20.2 
Oeorgla ------------------------------------- 20.5 
Alabama------------------------------------- 21.3 
Colorado------------------------------------ 21.7 
South Carolina ------------------------------ 23.0 
Florida ~------------------------------------ 24.0 
Delaware------------------------------------ 30.5 

Territories and possessions: g) 
Alaska -------------------------------------- (3) 
Hawaii -------------------------------------- 10.6 
Puerto Rico --------------------------------- (3) 

8 13 '356 
9 13.559 

52 53,083 
18 17,848 
12 10,805 
34 30,251 

112 99 ,lOS 
128 112,011 

33 28,141 
10 8,503 

147 123,198 
14 11,619 
83 63.591 
89 66,114 
79 58,617 
74 54,848 
21 15,309 
85 61.963 
35 25,195 

165 114,900 
62 42,103 
17 11,492 

292 196,888 
IS 11 '712 

256 165.680 
86 55,208 
74 45,464 
25 15,119 

134 80,582 
211 126,687 

75 44,574 
26 14,744 
9 5.052 

111 62,172 
12 6,694 
70 38.359 
53 28,695 

lo4 55,815 
22 11 '754 
42 22,162 

102 52.575 
4 2,061 

103 50,916 
133 64,998 
134 62,925 

46 21,154 
102 44,380 

81 33,818 
14 4,597 

(4) (3) 
10 9,414 

121 (3) 

!/ Deaths due directly to Infection vlth mention of abortion, ectopic gestation, or childbirth 
(numbers 140, 142a, and 147 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision). 

gj Included under tb~ provisions of title V, parts 1, 2, and 3, of the Social Security Act, vhieh 
are administered b7 the Children•s Bureau. 

3/ Not available; Alaska and Puerto Rico are not in the birth-registration area. 
~· Not available: Alaska is not in the death-registration area. 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM INFECTION IN EACH STATE 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

Deaths per 
10,000 live births 

~ Less than 14 

IWMI14-19 

I!OOQICIII 20 or more 

.u. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chart No. M M 40-5 Based on doto from u. s. Bureau of the Census 



MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM TOXEMIAS, MATERJIAL DEATHS FROM THIS CAUSE, ABD LI\'i: BIRTHS IH ll.lo~~ STATE 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

(States are ranked according to maternal mortality rate) 

State 

Continental Unlted Statee ?._/ ---------

North Dakota -----------------------------­
Oregon -----------------------------------­
Rhode Island -----------------------------­
Idaho ------------------------------------­
Nebraska ---------------------------------­
Maryland -----------~---------------------­
Nev York ---------------------------------­
Wieeonsin ---------------------------~----­
kaasacbusetts ----------------------------­
Minnesota ---------------------------------
District of Columbia ----------------------
tiew Jeraey -------------------------------­
California -------------------------------­
Connecticut -------------------------------

Illinois ---------------------------------­
Michigan ---------------------------------­
Ohio -------------------------------------­
Kansas -----------------------------------­
PennsylvaniR -----------------------------­
Indiana ----------------------------------­
Yest Virginia ----------------------------­
Iowa -------------------------------------­
Vermont ----------------------------------­
Montana ----------------------------------­
Wyoming ----------------------------------­
Colorado ---------------------------------­
Utah -------------------------------------­
Miasourl ---------------------------------­
Washington -------------------------------­
Delavare ---------------------------------­
Nevada ---------------~--------------------

Maternal deaths 
from toxemias 
per 10,000 

live birtha !/ 

9.5 

2.2 
2.5 
2.8 
3.4 
3.6 
4.3 
4.3 
4.4 
4.5 
4.5 
4.6 
4.6 
5.4 
5.6 

6,0 
6.1 
6.4 
6.6 
6.6 
6.8 
7.4 
7. 5 
7.5 
7.8 
7.9 
8,0 
8.1 
8,4 
8.5 
8.7 
9.7 

South Dakota ------------------------------ 10.3 
Ne~ Hampshire ----------------------------- 10.6 
Kentucky---------------------------------- 11.2 
Oklahoma---------------------------------- 11.2 
Hew Mexico -------------------------------- 11.5 
Arizona ----------------------------------- 11.9 
Tennesaee --------------------------------- 13.6 
Texas ------------------------------------- 13.8 
Maine --------------·-------------------··- 13.9 
Virginia ------.---------------------------- 14.1 
Louisiana --------------------------------- 14.3 
Arkansaa ---------------------------------- 15.6 
North Carolina---------------------------- 17.9 
Georgia ----------------------------------- 18.5 
Florida ----------------------------------- 21.0 
South Carolina ---------------------------- 22.1 
Alabama ----------------------------------- 23.0 
Mississippi ------------------------------- 26.2 

Number 

J.l.aternal deaths 
from toxeJli&a 

2,250 

3 
5 
3 
4 
8 

13 
84 
24 
30 
24 

7 
27 
61 
14 

74 
60 
74 
19 

109 
42 
31 
34 
5 
9 
4 

17 
11 
52 
24 
4 
2 

12 
9 

71 
50 
17 
14 
76 

175 
21 
78 
73 
60 

144 
120 

71 
98 

145 
138 

of--

LiTe birtha 

2,360.399 

13.356 
17,848 
10,805 
11.712 
22,162 
30,251 

196,888 
54,848 
66,114 
53,083 
15,309 
58,617 

112,011 
25,195 

123,198 
99,108 

114,900 
28,695 

165,680 
61,963 
42,103 
45,464 
6.694 

11,492 
5,052 

21,154 
13,559 
62,172 
28,141 
4,597 
2,961 

11,619 
8.503 

63.591 
44,574 
14.744 
11,754 
55,815 

126,687 
15,119 
55,208 
50,916 
38,359 
80,582 
64,998 
33,818 
44,380 
62,925 
52,575 

!/ .Deaths due directly to convulaive and nonconvulsive toxemias of pregnancy and the puerperium 
(numbera 14la, l4lc, 144, and 148 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision). 

gj Territories and possessions are not shovn"because the information is not available. 

MM 40-6 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM TO XEM lAS IN EACH STATE 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

Deaths per 
10,000 live births 

n::=·:JI Less than 6 

IW#Jal 6-9 

1~1 10 or more 

~ 
~ 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chart No. MM 40-6 Based on data from U. S. Bureau of the Census 



MATERJii.L MOkTALITY !lATE FROM IW<ORI<!!AGE, Tll.At))(A, OR SHOCK, MATERNAL DEATHS FROM THIS CAUSE, 
AllD LIVE BIRTHS IN EACH STATE; UliiTED STATES, 1940 

(States are ranked aceording to maternal mortality rate) 

State 

Maternal death& 
from belllorrhag-e~ 
traUffA, or shock 

ner 10,000 
ltve birtho Y 

Number of--

Maternal deetba 
from hemorrhage, Live birtbs 
trauma, or ehoek 

Continental Unl ted Stat .. ?_/ ------- !---_:8::_:•:_c7 ___ -+ __ _::2_:,0:;5~8:_ _ _;f-_:2:_:,~3:.60:..•::3c:9::.9-1 

Indiana --------~----------~--------------~ 
Colorado ----·--·-------------------------­
Nebraska ----------------------------------
Connecticut -------------------------------
Deln~are ---------~-----------------------­
Minnesota --------------------------------­
Arkansas ------~-----------------~--------­
Oklahoma ---------------------------------­
Oregon -----------------------------------­
North Dakota --··-·--··------··--------·---···--
Maaaachuaetta -----~-----------------------
Missouri ---------------------------------­
~outb Dakota -----~---~-------------------­
Montana ----------------------------------­
Washington --------*-----------------------
West Virginia -----------------------------
HaiDe ·------~----------------------------­
Tennessee -------------~------------------­
Wyoming ·----------------------------------

Kentueky ----------------------------------
Pennsylvania ------------------------------
California -------------------------------­
New York ------~-~-~----~--~-~-~~-------·~­
Utah ------------------------------~~-----­
Ohio --------------------------------------
Rhode l&land -----------------------------~ 
low& --------------------------------------
District of Columbia ----------------------
lllinoia -------~-~----~---~-----------~--­
Michigan ---------------------------------­
Nev Mexico ------------------------------~­
Wi&eonain ------------~-------------------­
New Jeraey -------------·-----------------­
Vermont --~~~-----------------------------­
Maryland --·----~-~------------------------
~ew Hampshire -----------------------------
Virginia ---------------------------------­
Georgia ------------------------~----------

Alabama ----------------------------------­
Kane~s ------------------~--~--~----------­
North Carolina ---------------------------­
Texaa -------~-------M--~-----~---·------~­
Miaeiaaippi ----------~-------------------­
Arizona --------~-~~~---------------------­
Idaho ------------------------------------­
louisiana -~-·~-------~--------------------
South Carolina ----------------------------
Florida -------------------~--------------­
Nevada ------------------------------------

5.3 
5. 7 
5.9 
6.4 
6.5 
6.6 
7 .o 
7.0 
7-3 
7.5 
7.6 
7.6 
7. 7 
7.6 
7.8 
7.8 
7.9 
7.9 
7.9 

8.0 
8.0 
8.1 
8.1 
8.1 
8.3 
8.3 
8,4 
8.5 
8.5 
8.7 
8.8 
8,8 
8.9 
9.0 
9.3 
9.4 
9.6 
9-7 

10.0 
10.1 
10,4 
10.4 
10,8 
12,8 
12.8 
12.8 
13.7 
13.9 
19.4 

33 
12 
13 
16 
3 

35 
27 
31 
13 
10 
50 
47 
9 
9 

22 
33 
12 
44 
4 

51 
133 

91 
160 

11 
95 
9 

38 
13 

105 
86 
13 
48 
52 
6 

28 
8 

53 
63 

63 
29 
84 

132 
57 
15 
15 
65 
61 
47 

4 

61,963 
21,154 
22,162 
25,19? 
4,597 

53,083 
38 .-3'9 
44,574 
17,848 
13.356 
66,114 
62,!72 
11,619 
11,492 
28,141 
42,103 
15,119 
55.815 
5,052 

63.591 
165,680 
112,011 
196,888 
13.559 

114,900 
10,805 
45,464 
15,309 

123,198 
99,108 
14,744 
54,848 
58,617 
6,694 

30,251 
8,50) 

55,208 
64.998 

62,925 
28,695 
80,582 

126,687 
52,575 
11,754 
11,712 
50.916 
44,380 
33,818 
2,061 

!/ Deaths due directly to hemorrhage, trauma, or shock during pregnancy, labor, delivery, or the 
puerperium (numbers l4lb, 142b, 143, 146, and 149 of the InternAtional List of Causes of Death, 1938 
revision). 

~/ ~erritories and poaaesa1ons are not ahown because the information is not available, 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM HEMORRHAGE, TRAUMA, OR SHOCK IN EACH STATE 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

Deaths per 
10,000 l ive births 

~Less than 8 

1~18-9 
1~1 10 or more 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

C hart No. M M 40- 7 Based on do to from U. S. Bureau of the Census 



MATiJI.IiAL MORTALITY RATE, MATElili!L DEATHS, JJiD LIVl: ~IRT!!S 
Ulll'I:ED STATES &XPANDING BlRT!!-l!.l:GlST.I!ATlOH ARU, 1915-110 

Maternal deatha !lumber of-... lxpandlng birth-registration area 1} 

You per 10,000 Jltlllber of 
Percent of 

11 TO birtho }) Maternal deathl LiTe blrthl 
Statu g) 

Oni ted Statu 
popule.tion 

-
19110-- jil·6 8,8]6 2,36o.399 ljg 100.0 
1939-- .4 9.151 2, 265.588 ljg 100.0 
1938-- 4J. 5 9.953 2,286,962 ljg 100.0 
1~37-- 4s:.9 10,]69 2,203.337 4s: 100.0 
1936-- 56.8 12.182 2,144. 790 ljg 100.0 
1935-- 58.2 12,544 2,155.105 ljg 100.0 

1934-- 59.3 12,859 2,167,636 48 100.0 
1933-- 61.9 12,865 2,061,232 4s: 100.0 
1932-- 63·3 13.120 2,0]4,042 47 95·2 
1931-- 66.1 la.964 2,ll2, 760 46 9"· 7 
1930-- 6].3 l ,836 2,20),958 46 94.7 . 
1929-- 69.5 15.084 2,169.920 46 94.7 
192&-- 69.2 15.461 2,233.149 44 94.3 
1927-- 64. 7 13.837 2,137.836 40 87-6 
1926-- 65.6 12,168 1,656,068 35 77.0 
1925-- 64.7 12,158 l,S7S,8SO 33 ]6.2 

1924-- 65.6 12,6]2 1.930,614 33 ]6.2 
1923-- 66.5 11,922 1,]q2,646 30 ]2.3 
1922-- 66.4 11,792 1. 774.911 30 ]2.) 
1921-- 68.2 11,686 1, n4.zo1 27 65 ... 
1920-- 79.9 12,058 1, 508,874 23 59.8 

1919-- 13·1 10,127 1.)73. 4}8 22 58.6 
1918-- 91.6 12,496 1,36},649 20 53.6 

'1917-- 60.2 8,958 1.}53· 792 20 53.6 
1916-- 62.2 5.091 818.98a ll 32·5 
1915-- 6o.s 4, 719 776.}0 10 31.1 

!} Oat& are tor the expandtng birt~regiatration area in the ContinenUkl United Statet: the deathl 
are tbote due directlt to d1uaaee of' pregnancy, childbirth, a.nd t.he puarperiwa (number• 140-1~ of the 
lnternatlonal Litt of Causu of Death, l93S revilion). 

gj The District of Columbia va1 in the area eTer7 rear. It 1a not counted in the •Mumber ot Statee.• 

MM 4Q.g 

Tear of J.d.raUaion of Each State to the B1rth-Beghtrat1on Area 

Yeo.r State Year State You State 

1915--- Connecticut 1917 VirginiA 1925--- We at Virginia 
Maine Conti- WaDh.in&ton 
Maeaacbuaetta nued-- Wieeonain 1926--- .lrilon.a 
Michigan Idaho 
Minnaaot& 1919-- California 
Nt~w Ramp1h1re Oregon 1927--- Alabama 
New Yorl:c South Carolina gj Arka.nelll 
Pennoyl Ta.D.ia Louisiana 
Rhode hland }) 1920-- Nebraska Minourl 
Ver~Gont Ten.neseee 
District of Columbia 1921-- Delaware 

Milaieaippi 1928--- Colorado 
1916--- Maryland New Jerae7 Georgia 

OlclahoM 
1917--- Indiana 1922-- Illlnoia 

Kanaa1 Montana 1929--- llevada 
Kentueky' Wyoming lfev Merloo 
llorth Carolina 
Ohio 1924-- Florida 1932--- South Dakota 
Utah low 

North Dalto ta 1933--- Toms 

!/ Dropped from the reg1etration area in 1919: readmitted in 1921. 
gj Dropped from the registration area in 1925: readmitted in 1928. 
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MATERNAL MOR rALITY RATES 
UNITED STATES EXPANDING BIRTH-REGISTRATION AREA, 1915-40 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE, MATERNAL DEATRS, AND LIV'l: BIRTRS IN EACH STATE; liHITE WOMEN, UNITED STATES, 1 -6-40 
(States are ranked according to maternal mortality rate) 

~aternal dea~s per 
10,000 live births 1/ 

Average annual number of--

State 

Contlnentel United State&---~-~~--------

North Dakota -----------------------
Minnesota -------------------------­
Connecticut -------~----------~----~ 
Oregon ----------------------------­
Wisconsin --------------------------
Rhode Island -----------------------
Mar7land --------------------------­
Utah ------------------------------­
California ------------------------­
Illinois --------------------------­
Montana ---------------------------­
Nev Jersey-------·-----------------
Nev York --------------------------­
Michigan --------------------------­
South Dakota ----------------------­
Vashington ------------------------­
Idaho -----------------------------­
Indiana ---------------------------­
Iova ------------------------------­
Nebraska ---------------------------
)ol.aaaachusetts 

West Virginia ---------------------­
Nev Hampshire ----------------------
Oklahoma --------------------------­
Ohio -------------------------------
Pennsylvania -----------------------
Nevada -----------------------------
District of Columbia ---------------
VErmont ---------------------------­
Virginia --------------------------­
Kansas ----------------------------­
Missouri --------------------------­
Wyomioi ---------------------------­
Kentucky --------------------------­
Delaware --------------------------­
~izona ----------------------------
North Carolina ---------------------
Louisiana -------------------------­
Kaine -----------------------------­
Texas -----------------------------­
Ark&nsus ---------------------------
Mississippi ------------------------
Tennessee --------------------------

Colorado --------------------------­
Georgia ---------------------------­
Alabama ----------------------------
South Carolina ---------------------
Nev Mexico ------------------------­
Florida ----------------------------

Territories and possessions: l/ 
Alaska -----------------------------
Hava11 
Puerto Rico ------------------------

White 

35.0 

20.9 
26.0 
26.4 
28.0 
26.2 
26.7 
29.1 
29.2 
29.5 
29.8 
29.9 
30.6 
30.6 
31.4 
31.4 
31.5 
32.3 
32.3 
32.4 
)2.9 
33.} 

34.0 
34.6 
34.6 
34.7 
34.8 
35.4 
35.5 
36.2 
36.9 
37.2 
37.2 
37.2 
37.9 
36.4 
38.6 
39.4 
41.9 
42.0 
42.8 
43.3 
44.3 
44,4 

46.1 
46.6 
47.2 
47.4 
47.6 
52.0 

(4) 
30.1 
(4) 

Negro 

60,4 

(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 
(2) 

52.1 
(2) 

61.9 
63.0 

(2) 

57.6 
79.9 
57.3 

(2) 
(2) 
(2) 

79.1 
(2) 
(2) 

67.6 

54.2 
(2) 

125.6 
66:7 
62.7 

(2) 
66,1 

(2) 
61.3 
73.3 
63.9 

(2) 
67.5 

(2) 
(2) 

75.2 
61.0 

(2) 
102.4 
85.9 
73.3 

100.2 

(2) 
60.3 
67.7 
69.2 

(2) 
106,4 

(4) 
(6) 
(4) 

White 
materwl 
deaths 

27 
131 

62 
47 

152 
30 
66 
36 

297 
342 
31 

162 
559 
292 
34 
63 
36 

166 
142 

72 
209 

135 
26 

136 
369 
540 

6 
34 
23 

143 
105 
206 
16 

223 
14 
36 

214 
122 

63 
461 
122 
104 
204 

95 
162 
162 
101 

66 
118 

(5) 
5 

259 

White 
live 

births 

2,018,660 

12,744 
50,460 
23.521 
16,667 
54,056 
10,347 
22,634 
13,131 

100,640 
114,663 
10,370 
52.540 

161,599 
92.961 
10,948 
26,467 
ll ,254 
56,141 
43,864 
21,977 
62,699 

39.750 
8,081 

39.778 
106,296 
155,047 

1, 790 
9.660 
6,454 

36,667 
26,127 
55.935 
4,635 

56,616 
3.735 
9,602 

54,192 
29,035 
15,066 

107.793 
26,252 
23.501 
46,053 

20.529 
39,046 
36.526 
21,292 
13,875 
22,756 

(4) 
1, 772 

(4) 

!f Deaths due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puernerium (numbers 140-150 of 
the International List of Causes of De~th, 1938 revision). 

~ Not shown because the number of Negro live births during the period was less t~~n 2,500. 
JV Included under the provisions of title V, parte 1, 2, and 3, of the SociRl Security Act, which are 

administered by the Children's Bureau. · 
~/ Not available Alaska and Puerto ~leo are not in the birth-re~istration area. 
5/ Not available Alaska is not in the death-registration area. 
§j Not available data for Hawaii are not tabulRted separately. 

MM 40-9 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IN EACH STATE 

Maternal deaths 
per 10,000 live births 

11:.:.:.:-:·:·:JI Less than 34 

llii9S§§ll 34 - 44 

IWDAI 4 5 - 54 

u. s. Deportment of Lobor 
CHILDREN'~ BUREAU 

Chart Na. M M 40-9 

WHITE WOMEN; UNITED STATES, 1938-40 

Bosed on doto from U. S. Bureau of the Cen1u1 



HATER.'iAL !o!ORTALITY RATE, MATERNAL DEATHS, AND LIVE BIRTHS; NE'DRO WOMEN, UNITED STATES 
AND EACH OF THE 27 STATES liiTH 2,500 OR MORE N&;RO LIVE BIRTHs, 1938-40 

{States are ranked according to maternal mortai1ty rete) 

Maternal deaths per 
annual nu:nber of-10,000 live births !/ Average 

Negro Negro 
State Negro Vhite Iro<~.ternal live 

deaths births 

Continental United States ?}--- 80.4 35.0 2,189 272,210 

States with 2,500 0" mor~ Negro 
live births during the period J/---- 80.5 35.7 2,168 269,232 

Ko.r;land ----------------------- 52.1 29.1 33 6,338 
W<:~st Virginia ------------------- 54.2 34.0 12 2,274 

Michigan -------------------------- 57.3 31.4 21 3,665 
Now J<:~r3oy -------------------- 57.6 )0.8 26 4,453 
Pennsylvania --·---------- 62.7 34.8 57 9,146 
Illinois -------------------------- . 63.0 29.8 41 6,452 
Missouri -------------------------- 63.9 )7.2 25 3,91) 

District of ColU!I!bia 66.1 }5.5 29 4,384 
Ohio ------------------------------ 66.7 34.7 40 5,950 
H'lSSachusotts ------------------- 67.8 33-3 6 935 
Kam:as ---------------------------- 73.3 37.2 r 955 
Mississippi ----------------------- 73.} 44-J 213 29,062 
North C.uolina -------------------- 75.2 39-4 187 24,875 
Indiana ------··-------------------- 79-1 32.3 16 2,024 
New York -- ------------------··- 79.9 30.8 74 9,3o6 
Georgia. --------------------------- 80.3 46.6 207 25,747 
Louisiana ------------------------- 81.0 41.9 165 20,417 
Virginia -------------------------- 81.3 36.9 123 15,171 
California ------------------------ 81.9 29.5 15 1,790 

Arkansas ----------------------- 85.9 4J.J 75 8,772 
Kent '...Icky --------------------------- 87.5 )7.9 28 3,200 
Ala ~>una -------------~----------- 87.7 47.2 207 23,569 
South Carolina -- ---- 89.2 47-4 191 21,458 
TAMes .see --------~~--------------- 100.2 44-4 82 8,216 
Texas ----------------------- 102.4 42.8 155 15,105 
Florida -------------------- 1o6.4 52.0 102 9,614 
Oklahoma ---------------------- 125.6 34.6 31 2,441 

All other States !.1------------ 69.4 )1.8 21 2,978 

!/Deaths dua directly to diseases of pregng_ncy, childbirth, nnd the puerperium (numbers 
140-150 of the International List of Caust)S of Death, 1938 revision). 

£/Territories hnd possessions are not shown because completo information is not available. 
1/ Of the average annual number of Negro live births (272,210) and maternal deaths (2,189) 

in the United States, 99 percent {269,232 and 2,168 respectively) occurred in the 2? States with 
2,500 or moro Negro live births during tile period. 

~The 22 States with less than 2,500 Negro live births during the period. 

MM 40-10 

"U .. 
"' "' 
~ 
l> 



PAGE 31 B 

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IN EACH STATE 
NEGRO WOMEN ; UNITED STATES, 1938-40 

Maternal deaths 
per 10,000 live births 

1~1 45-54 

lfJ.Imll 5 5 - 64 

I!CIICIOOil 6 s - 8 3 

I I 84 or more 

U II Less than 2,500 Negro I ive births 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chort No. MM 4 0 - 10 Based on dolo from U. S. Bureau of the Census 



MAfiRIIAL MORTALITY RATE, MATERJIAL DEATHS, AJiD Lin BIRTHS, BY R!.Cli! 
llliiTED STATES EXPAJiDIHG BIRTB-l!EGISTR!.TIOB ABEA, 1930-4o 

~ternal deatba Number of--

Year per 10,000 Maternal deatha Live blrtba 
liYe birth• !} 

Negro 11b.1 te Jiegro llh1 te Negro White 

194o--- 78.2 32.0 2,180 6,614 278,869 2,067,953 

1939--- 77.1 35.3 2,083 6,995 270,060 1,q82,61l 

1938--- 86.1 37-7 2,305 7.566 267.700 2,005,955 

1937·-- 86.2 43.6 2,263 8,4oq 262,462 1,928,437 

1936--- 98.1 51.2 2,463 9.627 251,098 1,881 ,883 

1935··· 95-5 53.1 2,436 10,018 255.124 1,888,012 

1934--- 93.1 54.4 2,394 10,154 257,106 1,866,231 

1933--- 100.0 56.4 2,462 10,118 246,277 1 '794,946 

1932--- 100.5 58.1 2,409 10,496 239.796 1,805,155 

1931--- 112.5 60.1 2,634 11,105 234,203 1,848,293 

1930--- 118.9 60.8 2,844 11,839 239.275 1,946,841 

!/ Data are tor the Continental United States. The blrtb-regtatration 

area in 193P and 1931 included 94.7 percent of the population (all States 

except South Dakota and Texas); in 1932, 95.2 percent (all States exeep~ 

Texaa). In every year !rom 1933 to 1940 it included tho entire Conttnen-

tal United States. The deaths are tboae due directly to diaeaaea or preg-

nanc7, childbirth, and the puerperium (numbera 14o-150 ot the International 

Liat of Cauaea o! Death, 1938 revision). 

HM 40-11 



MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES AMONG WHITE AND NEGRO WOMEN 
UNITED STATES, 1930-40 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATFS, BY CAUSE AND BY RACE, IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

Maternal deaths ]j 

Cause and area 
Number per 

Number 10.000 live births 

Total \lhi te All other Total \/hi te 
races 

B'/ Pl11.ce of Re::>id~r:c:;, 

All causes 

Urban y ----- 34.2 29.8 73.3 3,539 2,770 
Rural y ----------- 40.2 33.8 79.6 5,337 3,844 

Infection 

Urban y ----------------- 15.6 13.5 34.6 1,616 1,253 
Rural Y ----------------- 15.1 13.4 25.7 2,010 1,528 

All other and unspecllied 

Urban Y ---- 18.6 16.3 38.7 1,923 1,517 
Rural y ---------- 25.1 20.4 53.9 3,327 2,316 

By Place of Occurrer,c~ 

All causes 

Urban y ----------------- 40.0 34·5 95.5 4,948 3,876 
Rural y --------------- 34.9 29.0 66.1 3,928 2,738 

Infection 

Urban y ----------- 18.0 15.6 43.0 2,231 1, 748 
Ruraly --- 12.4 10.9 20.1 1,395 1,033 

All other and unspecified 

Urban y ---------- 22.0 18.9 52.5 2,717 2,128 
Rural y ---------- 22.5 18.1 46.0 2,533 1,705 

All other 
races 

769 
1,493 

363 
482 

406 
1,011 

1,072 
1,190 

483 
362 

589 
828 

!/Deaths in the Continental United States that were due directly to diseases of pregnancy, child­
birth, and the puerperium (numbers 140-150 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision). 

~Urban areas include cities of 10,000 or aore population) all other areas are classified as rural. 

HM40-12 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES, BY CAUSE, AMONG RESIDENTS OF URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 
UNITED STATES, 1940 

All causes 

Urban 

Infection 

Urban 

All other and 
unspecified 

Urban 

Deaths per 10,000 live births 
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DEHN1TlUN 0~' A ::i1'1W.ill1Hii IN U.CII STAn Al!D ACCORLJA!iCE OF DE.FitHTION VHH THAT OF TilE HODEL VI'rAL STATISTICS ACT 
(Poriod or gesta~ion and criteria for evidence of life) 

State 

llevada ---------} 
Oregon ---------­
Wyoming ---------

UA bLllill -------
California -----­
!'lorida --------­
Illinois ------­
Nubraska ----~­
~~~" 'iorl< 2/ -· , __ 
North Ca l"olina --

Ut&h ------------
oaot Vlrginl~ ---

Tenne~5ee -------

Arklinsas 
Golorado 
Del.e..,are 
KfinB~B ---------­
Loula lana ---­
Hissis3lppi -­
Hi .sour!. -------­
North Dakots ---­
South D&kots ---­
Ve~nt --------­
Vir~lnia ------

~:!;;: =========} Iova ------------
Michigan -------­
Hlnno•ota ------­
O~o~ -------­
Toxas -----------

Holne 
oiocaneln -------

Connocticu~ ----­
H&aoacbuaett3 --­
Onio ------------

Dlot. of Col. --­
Idaho ----------­
Indiana ----­
Kentucky -----­
Maryland ----­
~ont&Da ---~----­
~&w Jersey -----­
~"" Heitlco -----­
Pennaylvania ---­
Rbodo IslAnd ---­
South C.rolina -­
Wtillhington ----

Hew llllDpllhlre ---

Minimun voriod of gL.':;ta.t..ion 

Months or "eeks 
Mocel le.v-nt least lO ~·•el<s 

Autnority 
(law or 

otner l'l 

E·1idonce of life 

Criteria--(!) heart action, 
(2) breathing, (J) move""'n t 

of voluntary ~uscle 

In Accord in Both £~sentials--Period of Gestation and Crit~rh for Evidence of Lif~ 

After at lonst 20 weok3 ---------------------

Advanced ta 5th month l/ --------------------

5 or ooru JDOu1..h:J --------------------------

5th month ---- - -----------------------------
5 months (lO weeks) or ~re -----------~----
5 IBOil ~hB ------------------------------
Passed 20th week ---------------------------
5 ~on\n~ (LO veeka or coro) --------------
5 month! ------------- --------------------
5 monthB -----------------------------------
5 aoa~hs -----------------------------------
Advanced to 5th aonth ----------------------
5 months o~ o>Or ------------------- - -------
5 months ( LO veeka) or EOre ----------------

Law ----- All criteria --------------

Law ------ All criterin --------------

Ot.her ---- All criterl~ ---------- - - - · 

O:.her -- All cr-1 t·Jrla ------------

In Accord in Ouly One E>3ontial--Poriod of Qeot.ation 

Advanced to 5th aonth ---------------------- Lllw ---- --

5 months or .ore ---- ----------------------- Oth&r ----
5th ~on~h ------------ --------------------

l ~~ ~~~ ~:~i: ============== No criteria ---------------
Brontning, voluntary muacle 
Bt"ealhing -----------------
No criteria --------------­
Broatning, heart action ---

In Accord in 8<1ly One 8n•ent.1Rl--Criteria for Evidence of Lifa 

After not l&e8 tho,~~ l.8 woolta y -----------} 
Arter 5 ~onths -------------~--------------­
At least 4t ~ontbs -------------------------

Passed 5th mor.th --------------------------­
Dewelopcent sufficient to give chance of live 
7 month$ &nd over ---------------------------
5i =on~ --------------------------- --------
Any recognizable product --------------------
6 months or L4 veers -----~-----------------­
Advanced beyond 5tb month -------------------
5! months -----------------------------------
4 months ------------------------------------
6 completod ~Mlhs 2/ --------------------~ 
22 W69~B ------------------------------------
AdVO.T\COd b•ynnd ?th lllonth -------------------

L&\1 ------

Law -----­
Other ---­
Law -----­
Other 
Other 
Otl1er 
Other 
Other 
Other 
Other 
Ottn>r 
La\1 ------

Not in jccord in Eitner Essential 
Otb~r ----

All crl teria 

All crit.r1e ------- ------

Breathing ----------------

!/ y 
"Other• includes oplnton of attorney general and regUlations and instructions of ~to.te health agency. 
West Virginia also inclu~os "or total lengtn of lO inches." 

~ 
~elusive of Ne~ York City whore all products are required to be registered. 
Also includes "or measuring at l&allt lJ .8 inches.• 

Authority 
(law or 

other 1/_l_ 

Law 

Other 

La11 

Ot.her 

Law 
Other 
Other 
Other 

Lav 

Other 

Otller 

)/ 0~ certificateD for tbese months are used for statistical purposes--all producta of gestation must be regi9tered. 
s 40 
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EXTENT TO WHICH DEFINITION OF STILLBIRTH IN · EACH STATE IS IN ACCORD 
WITH THAT OF MODEL VITAL STATISTICS ACT OF 1941 

(PERIOD OF GESTATION AND CRITERIA FOR EVIDENCE OF LIFE) 

In accord in both essentials 11:-:.:-:·:-:·:JI 

In accord in one essential : 

Period of gestation IOOSSI 
Evidence of life 1~1 

Not in accord in either IMDil 
essential 

U. S. Deportment of Labor 
CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

Chart No. S 4 0 Based on data from States 
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