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PREFACE. 

-
THE SoClaltst and Revolutionary movement m Russia 

• 
could not frul to attract the attention of Western 

Europe It IS only natural, therefore, that m every 

European language a somewhat extensive hterature 

should be found upon this subject. The obJect of 

some of these works IS stmply to relate facts; others 

seek to penetrate deeper, so as to discover the cause 

of the movement m questiOn. I take no account 

of an entue branch of this hterature, the novels, the 

romances, and the narratives, m whtch the authors, 

endeavounng to reproduce m an agreeable form the 

events and the tYIJes of the N Ilnhst world, stnve 

to exmte the 1magmat10n of the reader. 

It must be confessed that, for the most part, tlus 

hterature has not the slightest value. The authors 

know nothmg of the facts related by them, havmg 

taken them at second or tlurd hand, Without the possi-
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b1hty of venfymg the authent1c1ty of the sources from 

wmch they denve the1r 1deas ; they do not even 

know the country of whiCh they speak, the mformabon 

published m the European languages bemg very 

scanty; and finally, they have not the least knowledge 

of the men who have played such promment and rm· 

portant parts m that great drama, the Russian move

ment. It Is, therefore, very difficult to md!Cate, among 

the books wntten by foreigners upon Nihil.1sm, any 

wh1ch giVe a tolerably truthful idea of the subject as 

a whole, or of any of its details. 

I could not pomt out even a smgle work of tills 

kmd which has avo1ded great errors and absurdities. 

But even the works mtherto published on th1s 

subject in the Russian language, wluch are very few 

m number and almost unknown m Europe, are far 

mdeed from contammg suffic1ent mformat1on ; and for 

these reasons. 

The authors who wnte for the Russian press, that 

IS to say, under the lmpenal rod, are compelled from 

mere consideratiOns of personal secunty to weigh 

every word, every sentence, that Issues from their 

pens. In undertakmg, therefore, to wnte upon 

Nihilism, they know that they must pass over m 
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s1lence many quest10ns which relate both to the move

ment 1tself, and to the Russ1an political and SO)Ial 

system wh1eh IS the cause of 1t. Moreover, they are 

compelled to conceal the fact that they have ever 

known any of the pnncipal leaders, and to represent 

these men, not as they are or were, but as they must 

perforce appear m a work wntten by a faithful subject 

{)f the Czar. Such a subject, 1t 1s only too well known, 

IS liable to extle or transportation for any httle Im

prudent word that may escape h1m. Moreover, every-. 
thmg that has been published m Russ1a upon N1h1hsm, 

With scarcely any except10n, has been wr1tten by 1ts 

funous enem1es, by those who conscientiously cons1der 

1t a homble cnme, or a monstrous madness. These 

authors, from their very pos1hon, e1ther d1d not see, 

or would not see, what really caused the development 

{)f N Ihihsm. Of the N 1h1hsts themselves they knew 

nothmg, except from the JUd!cml reports and the 

speeches of the Pubhc Prosecutors, and had seen 

them, 1f at all, only 1n the pnsoners' dock. Everythmg 

that has been wr1tten upon N1ruhsm m Russ1a 1tself 1s 
' 

therefore of very httle value, e1ther from the rustoncal 

{)t the phtlosophwal pomt of VIew. Such absurd!hes 

as the works of fore1gners on trus subject are full 
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of are certamly not to be found m them, but voluntary 

reticence and voluntary errors abound, and at the 

same time there 1s no lack even of unm1stakable 

blunders respectmg the hves of the Revolut10rusts 

themselves. 

Somethmg more m1ght be hoped for from the 

part1sans of the movement, who are to be found, some

In Russm and some abroad as enles. In fact, the 

pubhcatwns of the Revolutwmsts whwh have been 

1ssued dunng the last three years abroad and from the-
• 

secret press of St. Petersburg, present a nch source of 

mfonnatwn respectmg the modern Revolutionary move

ment. But all these matenals, bemg m the Russian 

or Ukrammn language, have scarcely contnbuted any

thmg to the works wntten m other languages, and 

have remamed for the most part unknown to Europe. 

The Russ~an enles have very rarely undertaken 

works mtended to explam to the European pubhc 

the h1story and the causes of the Russ1an Revolu

tionary movement; and even when they have done 

so, they have confined themselves to mere pamphlets 

of httle moment wruch threw hght only on certam 

aspects of the movement, or dealt w1th ~nbrely speCial 

questiOns. 



PREFACE lX 

As for the few European scholars who know the 

Russ1an language, the matenals furrushed by the 

Revolntwnary press are qmte msuffic1ent for them, and 

do not preserve them f10m great blunders. A perfect 

knowledge of Russtan and of the cond,tlon of the 

Russtan people IS assumed, wh1ch 1t 1s all but 1mposs1ble 

for a fore1gner to possess The progress of the Revo

lutiOnary movement must have been followed, too, 

step by step, and on the spot, 1n order to understand, 

not only the rap1d!ty of 1ts development, but the 
• 

substltutwn, WJthm a very bnef penod, of other 

theoretical and practwal questwns for those formerly 

m vogue. 

The questwns whlch dmded the party mto vanous 

groups entrrely disappeared m 1880 The year 1878 

mtroduced into the RevolutiOnary movement a CriSIS 

that led to a complete change, both m the d!vlSlon of 

the party mto vamous sections and m their respectn e 

relatwns. The modes of act10n were changed ; the . 
revolutionary type was changed. The defects and the 

vrrtues so charactensbc of the most promment persons 

m the movement a few years ago, gave place to totally 

d!fferent defects and v1rtues whlch charactense the 

Russian Revolut10nary movement of modern days. 
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Thus, even the very persons who had taken an 

active part m the movement, but had left the country 

for some time, or had apphed themselves to some 

spec1al aud exclus1ve obJect, even those persons are 

hable to comm1t grave errors, both m therr vtews 

upon the actual movement and m theu pred!Ctwns 

respectmg the future. 

Only a man who for many years has been present m 

the ranks, who has taken a drrect part m the var1ous 

phases through wh1ch the Russtan Revolutionary move

ment has passed, who has mttmately known the persons 

who have appeared dunng those phases (for, although 

included mthm the penod of a single decade, they are 

notw1thstandmg of an entirely different nature), only 

such a man, 1f he undertook to relate what he had 

htmself seen, could gtve to European readers a suffi

Ciently truthfultdea of the form and substance of the 

Russ1an Revolutwnary movement. 

Of such men among our pa;ty, who possess, more

over, the talent of expresstng theu thoughts m a good 

literary form, there are but few. 

I was greatly pleased therefore to learn that 

one of these few men had undertaken to present, 

m a senes of ammated p1ctures, the men and the 
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mc1dents of the Russmn Revolutwnary movement, m 

the vanous phases of wh1eh be had taken a duect 

part. 

I remember Wlth what enthusiasm the young men 

m the pnnhng office of the ' Onward ' m London 

heard some pages of h1s youthful wr1hngs read. Others 

would relate varwm ep1sodes of ills Odyssey as a pro

pagandist among the peasants, when that propaganda 

attracted the greater part of the Revolutwnary forces 

w1thout d1stlnctwn of party. He was one of the pnnCI

pal founders of the Russmn Revolutionary press, when, 

the madequacy of the pnntlng presses m operation 
• 

abroad bemg recognised, the Revolutionary party esta-

blished Its organs m the very cap1tal of the Czar. 

Among the names of the most energetic actors m the 

prmc1pal phases wh1eb the Russmn movement passed 

through, the Revolutwmsts always roentwn the name of 

h1m who appears before the European public under the 

pseudonym of Stepmak. I say the European and not 

the Itahan pubhc, because I am persuaded that the 

book whwb Stepmak has published m Italian Will 

speedily find translators 1n other languages. 

The European pubhc Wlll at last have a faithful 

and ammated p1cture of that movement, m wh1ch, on 
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the one hand we see the masses depnved of all pohbcal 

hfe, crushed by the slavery of ages, pillaged by the 

Government, and rumed by economwal dependence on 

the governmg classes, but who preserve notmihstandmg 

m Northern Russia the Rural Commune, and the 

profound and steadfast conVIction that the land ought 

to belong to them, the cultivators, and that sooner or 

later the day Will come for the 'dmswn of the land ; • 

and who m Southern Russia mamtam the ttaditwns of 

the autonomy of the Cossack Commune. On the other 

hand we have, as the offspnng of Despotism, the VIle 

herd, devoid of every sentrment of duty, who are capable 

of sacnficmg to their own mterests, or even personal 

capnces, the mterests of the State, and of the people ;. 

who m the bureaucracy reveal themselves by shameful 

acts of peculatwn and venality, Without a parallel except 

m Eastern As1a, and unsurpassed m any age or m any 

country ; and among the busmess classes are Bourse 

speculators, and swmdlers who Jield m nothmg to the 

most mfamous m both worlds. Between these two soCial 

strata we see a fresh group of combatants appear, 

who for ten years have astounded all Ew·ope by their 

energy and devotion, as the AUccessors of the literary 

and political oppos1t10n of all classes ; of the new 
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adw.tl wrtters ; and of the first apostles of Soctahsm 

t Russta, Herzen and Cermscevsky. 

Hundreds and hundreds of these men, themselves 

te offspnng of pnvtlege, go ' among the people,' 

mymg With them the Gospel of Sociahsm, the very 

bject of whwh is the destruction of pnVIleges, the 

nVIleges of the classes from whtch they have sprung. 

:very fresh tnal only dtsplays more clearly therr herOism 

nd therr histoncal mtsston. The Russian Government 

as recourse to extreme measmes of Iepresswn. It 

bees all Russm under a state of stege, and covers 1t 

nth gtbbets. It almost forces harmless agttators to . 
ake up deadly weapons and commence the Terronst 

truggle whtch still contmues ; and certamly no one can 

ay that the victory has remained wtth the Government, 

f the result of 1ts measures has been the slaymg of an 

~mperor, the voluntary secluswn of h1s successor, and 

.he umversal dtsruptwn of the entire Russian soctal 

•dllice. 

But another fact 1s perhaps even more sigmficant; 

.he movement has lasted only ten years, and the strug

?le wtth the Government commenced only five years 

tgo; but already an Important change has become 

1pparent m the constitution of the mthtant party The 
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maJonty of the prisoners whom we see before the 

tnbunals m the trials of the Terrorists are no longer 

apostles who 1mpart Ideas to the people developed m 

an atmosphere not therr own ; they are men sprung 

from the people themselves, upon whom It used to be 

said, until lately, the Revolutwnary propaganda and 

ag~tation had taken no hold. 

The Russian SoCiahst and Revolutwnary party IS 

very young, but 1t has, notWithstandmg, succeeded m 

conquenng a place m history. 

The readers of the work of Stepruak will henceforth 

know what were the elements that gave to these com

batants the strength to transform themselves, m these 

later days, mto a party which can call the future Its 

own. The new elements, sprung from the people which 

will come forth and JOin therr ranks, are a guarantee of 

this. 

P. LAVROFF. 

LONDON M11!rc'k 4, 1882 
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INTRODUOTION. 

I. 
l'URGHr:NEFF, the novelist, who will certarnly hve m 

h1s writmgs for many generatwns, has rendered him

self Immortal by a Single word. It was he w)),o_mvented 

'N1h1hsm.' At first the word was used m a con--.--..- ... ~ 
temptuous sense, but afterwards was accepted from 

party pride by those aga1nst whom It was employed, as 

so frequently has occurred m history. 

There would be no need to mentwn this but for the 

fact that Ill Europe the party called by tills namll was 

not that thus called Ill Russm, but another completely 

different. 

The genwne Nihilism was a philosophical and 

hterary movement, whwh flounshed m the first decade 

after the EmanCJpatwn of the Serfs, that IS to say, 

between 1860 and 1870. It IS now absolutely extmct, 

and only <1 few traces are left of It, whwh are rapidly 

disappearmg ; for, with the fevemb hfe of the last few 

years, a decade m Russ1a may really be considered 

as a penod of at least from thrrty to fifty years, 

IJ2 
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N1h1hsm was a struggle for the emanc1patwn of 

mtelhgence from every kind of dependence, and 1t 

advanced side by side mth that for the emanCipation of 

the labounng classes from serfdom. 

The fundamental prmC!ple of N ihihsm, properly so

ealled, was absolute md!vtduahsm. It was the negation, 

in the name of mdmdual liberty, of all the obligatiOns 

imposed upon the md!ndual by soctety, by famtly life, 

and by religton. Nthtlism was a passiOnate and power

ful reactton, not agamst pohtlcal despottsm, but agrunst 

the moral despottsm that wetghs upon the pm·ate 

and mner life of the mdmdual. 

But 1t must be confessed that our predecessors, at 

least m the earher days, mtroduced mto tlus highly 

pae1fic struggle the same spmt of rebellton and almost 

the same fanahc1sm that charactenses the present 

movement. I Will here mdieate the general character 

of thJS struggle, beeause it IS really a prelude to the 

great drama, the last act of whJCh 18 bemg enacted m 

the Empire of the N1ght. 

The first battle was fought m the domam of 

reltg10n. But th1s was ne1ther long nor obstmate. It 

was gamed, so to speak, m a smgle assault; for there 

is no country m the world where, among the cultivated 

classes, rehgwn has such httle root as m Russm. The 

past generation was partly Chmban by custom, and 

partly athetst by culture. But when once thts band 
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of young writers, armed wttl~ the naturJ.l sctences and 

postttve phtlosophy, full of talent, of fire, and of the 

ardour of proselytism, was Impelled to the assault, 

Chrtstlaruty fell hke an old, decaymg hovel, whiCh 

remams standmg because no one touches 1t, 

The matenahst propaganda was earned on m two 

modes, whtch by turns supplemented and supported 

each other. Indirectly by means of the press, works 

bemg translated or wntten • whtch furrushed the 

most irrefutable arguments agamst every rehgwus 

system, agamst free·will, and agamst the supernatural. 

In ordet to avoid the clutches of the censorship, passages 

which were too clear were ve1led under certam obscure 

words whiCh, with an ardent and attentive reader, 

brought out the Ideas even more dtstmctly. 

The oral propaganda, employmg the arguments 

developed by the mstructed, drew from them thetr 

logwal consequences, lhngmg astde the retiCence 1m· 

posed upon the wnters. Atheism exc1ted people hke a 

new rehgwn. The zealous went about, hke ventable 

mtssionanes, m search of hvmg souls, m order to 

cleanse them from the 'abommatton of Chnshamty.' 

The secret press ;~as even set t<> work, and Buchner's 

book 'Force and Matter,' m >~hich the German philo

sopher dtrectly attacks the Chr1shan theology, was 

translated and hthogr<~.phed. The book was secretly 

cuculated, not Without a certam amount of danger, and 
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was htghly successful. Some pushed therr ardour so 

far as to carry on the propaganda among the young 

pupils of the schools. 

One day there felltuto my hands .m' open letter' of 

B. Z:uzeff, one of the contnbutors to the 'Russko1 i 

Slovo,' a Widely popular paper of that penod. In th1s 

'letter,' intended for the secret press, the authot, 

speakmg of that tlllle, and of the charges brought 

agamst the Nliul..ists of those days by the Nthiltsts of 

the present day, says, ' I swear to you by everythmg 

whiCh I hold sacred, that we were not egotists as ycu 

call us. It was an error, I admtt, but we were profoundly 

convmced that we were fightmg for the happmess of 

human nature, and every one of us would have gone 

to the scaffold and would have latd down Ius life 

for :Moleschott or Darwm.' The remark made me 

bmile. The reader, also, will perhaps smtle at 1t1 but 

1t lS profoundly smcere and truthful. Had tlungs 

reached such au extremtty, the world would perhaps 

have seen a spectacle at once tragiC and comtcal ; 

martyrdom to prove that Darwm was rtght and 

Cuvzer l"lrong, as two centUries prevtously the priest 

Abbaco and hts ilismples went to the stake, and 

mounted the scaffold, m support of thetr vmw, that 

Jesus should be Written wtth one J instead of t\1 o, 

as 1n Greek ; and that the HalleiUiah should be sung 

three bmes and not tWice, as m the State Church. It 
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IS a fact, h1ghly charactenst!C of the Russmn mmd, 

th1s tendency to become exc1ted even to fanauc1sm, 

about certain thmgs wh~eh would s1mply meet mth 

approval or dtsapproval from a man of Western 

Europe. 

But, m the case to wh1ch we are referrmg, thmgs 

went very smoothly. There was no one to defend the 

altars of the gods. Among us, fortunately, the clergy 

never had any spintual mfluence, bemg extremely 

ignorant, and completely absorbed m fam!ly affa~rs, the 

pnests bemg married men. What could the Govern

ment do agamst a purely intellectual movement wh1ch 

found expresswn m no external act ? 

The battle was gamed almost w1thout trouble, and 

w1thout effort; defimtely, absolutely gamed. Among 

people 1n Russ1a w1th any educatwn at all, a man now 

who IS not a matenahst, a thorough matenahst, would 

really be a cunos1ty. 
The v1ctory was of the htgbest Importance. Abso

lute atbetsm 1s the sole mhentance that has been 

preserved mtact by the new generatwn, and I need 

scarcely pomt out how much advantage the modern 

revolut10nary movement ha> denved from 1t. 

ButNibihsm proclauned war not only agamst rehg1on 

but agamst everytbmg that was not based upon pure and 

pos1hve 1 eason. Th1s tendency, nght enough m 1tself, 

was camed by the N 1h!hsts of 1860 to such lengths 
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that it became absurd. Art, as one of the mamfesta

twns of 1deallsm, was absolutely renounced by the 

Nlhilists, together w1th everythmg that exc1tes the 

sentiment of the beautiful. 

Th1s was one of the fiercest confl1cts Ill whiCh the 

old N1ruhsm was engaged. One of theu fanatics 

launched the famous aphorism that 'a shoemaker IS 

supenor to Raphael, because the former makes useful 

thmgs, wh1le the latter makes thmgs that are of no use 

at all.' To an orthodox N Ihihst, Nature herself was a 

mere furnisher of matenals for chemistry and techno

logy. I say nothmg of many other simtlar thmg~, 

which would take too long to enumerate. 

II. 

But there was one questiOn m whiCh Nihilism 

rendered great service to 1ts country. It was the 

important question of woman Nihilism recogrused 

her as havmg equal nghts with man. The mbmacy of 

socml mtercourse m Russia, where there are ne1the1 

cafes nor clubs, and where the drawmg-room necessanly 

be,omes the sole place of meetmg, and even more per

haps the new economical position of the nobles result

mg from the emanCipation of the serfs, gave to the 

questwn of the emanCipatwn of woman an Important 

development, and secured for her an almost completl" 

VICtory. 
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Woman 1s subjugated through love. Every bme, 

therefore, that she anses to cla1m her nghts, 1t 1s 

only natural that she should commence by askmg for 

the hberty •of love. It was thus m anc1ent days ; 1t 

was thus m the France of the e1ghteenth century, and 

of George Sand. It was thus also m RuSSia. 

But mth us the quest10n of the emancipation of 

woman was not confined to the petty nght of ' free 

love,' wh1ch 1s nothmg more than the nght of always 

selectmg her master. It was soon understood that the 

Important thmg 1s to have hberty Itself, leavmg the 

questiOn of lo\ e to mdlV!dual w1ll; and a> there IS no 

liberty Without economiCal mdependence, the struggle 

changed Its aspect, and became one for acqumng free 

access to superiOr mstructton and to the professiOns 

followed by educated men. The struggle was long and 

ardent, for our barbarous and medueval family life 

stood m the way. It was mamtamed very bravely by 

our women, and had the same passiOnate character as 

most of our recent soCial struggles. The women 

finally vanqm>hed. The Government Itself was com

pelled to recogmse 1t. 

No father now threatens to cut off the hm of his 

daughter 1f she w1shes to go to St. Petersburg to study 

medJCme, or follow the h1gher courses there of the 

other sciences. A young g1rl1s no longer compelled to 

fly from her f,Lther's house, and the N1h1hsts no longer 
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need to have recourse to 'ficbhous marnages m 

order to render her her own mistress. 

Nihihsm had conquered all along the hoe. 

The Nihihst had only now to rest upon his laurels. 

The first two persons of the tnmty of his ideal, as 

prescnbed by the' Vi'hat are we to do? '-independence 

ofmmd and mtelhgent female comp:my, were Withm his 

reach. The th1rd, an occupatwn m accordance w1th 

his tastes, is lacking, but as he IS mtelhgent,:and Russta 

Is wantmg m educated people, he will find 1t easily. 

'Well, and what mil happen afterwards ? ' asks a 
young man full of ardour, who has JUSt amved from 

some distant provmce, and come to VlSlt his old 

master. 

'I am happy,' rephes the latter. 

'Yes,' the young man will say to him, 'you are 

happy, I see. But how can you be happy when in the 

country where you were born people are dymg of 

hunger, where the Government takes from the people 

their last farthmg and compels them to go forth and 

beg for a crust of bread? Perhaps you do not know 

thls; and lf you know 1t, what have you done for your 

brethren? Did you not tell me years ago that you 

Wished' to combat " for the happmess of human 

nature ? " ' 

And the model Nilnhst, the Nihi!Jst of Turgheneff, 

will be troubled by that look which knows nothmg of 
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compromiSe ; for the enthus1asm and the fa~th that 

ammated him in the early years of the struggle have 

vamshed mth v1ctory. He 1s nothmg more than an 

mtelligent and refined epwure, and h1s blood c~rcnlates 

langutdly m h1s plump body. 

And the young man will go away full of sadne;s, 

askmg himself w1th an accent of despair the temble 

question, 'What are we to do ? ' 
We are now at the year 1871. Through those 

marvellous invent10ns by means of wlucb. the man of 

modern days may be called ommpresent, the picture 1s 

placed before hm of an immense c1ty whwh has nsen 

for a grand Idea, that of cla~nllng the r1ghts of the 
people. He follows w1th breathless mterest all the 

VICissitudes of the temble drama wluch IS bemg enacted 

upon the banks of the Seme. He sees blood flow ; he 

hears the agonismg cnes of women and cluldren 

slaughtered upon the boulevards. But for what are 

they dymg? For what are they weepmg? For the 

emancipatiOn of the workmg-man ; for the grand socml 

1deal 
And at the same tme falls upon his ear the pla!n

tive song of the Russian peasant: all wa~hng and 
lamentatwn, m which so many ages of suffermg seem 

concentrated. Ths squahd Ullsery, his whole hfe stands 

forth full of sorrow, of suffermg, of outrage. Look at 

him: exhausted by hunger, broken down by toll, the 
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eternal slave of the prmleged classes, working Without 

pause, without hope of redemption ; for the Govern
ment purposely keeps him Ignorant, and everyone robs 

him, everyone tramples on him, and no one stretches out 

a hand to aSSlst him. No one? Not so. The young 

man knows now ' what to do.' He will stretch forth his 

band. He will tell the peasant how to free himself 
and become happy. His heart throbs for this poor 

sufferer, who can only weep. The flush of enthusiasm 
mounts to his brow, and mth burnmg glances he t<~.kes 

m Ins heart a solenm oath to consecrate all his hfe, all 
his strength, all his thoughts, to the hberat10n of this 

populatiOn, which drams Its life-blood 1n order that 

he, the favoured son of pnvilege, may hve at his ease, 
study, and mstruct htmself. 

He will tear off the fine clothe~ that burn mto his 

very flesh ; he w11l put on the rough coat and the 
wooden shoes of the peasant, and, abandomng the 
splendid paternal palace, which oppresses him hke the 
reproach of a crime, he w1ll go forth 'among the 

people' !U some remote dtstnct, and there, the slender 
and del.tcate descendant of a noble race, he Will do the 

hard work of the peasant, endurmg every pnvahon 1n 

order to carry to him the words of redemptiOn, the 

Gospel of our age,-SoCiahsm. What matters to him 

If the cut-throats of the Government lay hands upon 
him? '\"\'hat to him are exile, Sihena, death ? Full 
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of hrs sublime idea, clear, splendrd, vmfy:mg as the 

mid-day sun, he defies suffering, and would meet death 

wrth a glance of enthusiasm and a smrle of happmess. 

It was thus that the Revolutionary Socialist of 

1872-7 4 arose. It was thus that his precursors of 1866 
arose, the unfortunate wrakosovzi, a small nucleus of 

h1gh mtellectual character which developed under the 

1mmedrate mfluence of the nascent ' Internahonale,' 

but had only a bnef hfe, and left no traces behmd rt. 

Here then are the two types that represent the 

Russran mtellectual movement. The first, that of the 

decade 1860-70; the second that from 1871 onwards. 

What a contrast 1 

The Nrhrhst seeks ills own happmess at whatever 

cost. His ideal 1s a ' reasonable ' and ' realistic' hfe. 

The Revolutwmst seeks the happmess of others at 

whatever cost, sacnficmg for 1t his own. His ideal Is 

a life full of suffenng, and a martyr's death. 

And yet Fate decreed that the former, who was not 

known and who could not be known in any other 

country but his own, should have no name 1n Europe, 

and that the latter, haVIng acqmred a temble reputa

tiOn, should be called by the name of the other. What 

1rony' 
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THE PROPAGANDA. 

I. 

THE Russtan revolutionary movement, as I mrucated at 

the commencement of my mtroducbon, was the result 

of the examples and tdeas developed m Western Europe, 

actmg upon the mmds of the youth of Russm, who 

owmg to the condttlons of the country were pred1sposed 

to accept them wtth the utmost favour. 

I have now to trace out separately the 'true 

mfluences that determmed thts result, and thetr re

spective courses, as m the case of a great nver, of 

whtch we know the source and the mouth, mthout 

knowmg etther 1ts preCise course, or the affluents that 

have given it such volume. 

The mfluence of Europe 1s very easy to mveshgate, 

its course bemg so stmple and elementary. The com-, 
mumon of tdeas between Russta and Europe .has never 

been mterrupted, notwtthstanrung all the preventive 

,measures of the censorshtp. Prorub1ted books like the 

works of Proudhon, Fonner, Owen, and other old 

Soctab<ts, were always secretly mtroduced mto Russia, 
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even under the Asiat~eally ferocwus and suspiCIOUs 

despotism of Nicholas I. 
But owmg to the difficulty of obtammg these 

precious volumes, and to the language wh1ch rendered 

them maccess1ble to ordmary readers, they could not 

directly exercise a declSlve influence. There was how

ever an entue band of very able wnters who, mspued 

by the 1deas of Socialism, succeeded m rendering them 

universally accessible. At the head of these were the 

most mtellectual men of whom Russia can boast : 

Cerruscewsky, a profound thmker and econo!Dlst of 

w1de knowledge, a novelist, a pungent polemist,' 

who pa1d the penalty of h1s noble !Dlsston With a 

martyrdom, wh1ch st1ll continues; Dobrolmboff, a cntlC 

of geruus, who died at twenty-s1x after havmg shaken 

all Russm w1th h1s Immortal wntings; 1\!IC:uloff, a 

professor and writer, condemned to hard labour for a 

speech to the students-and many, many others. 

Hertzen and Ogareff, ed1tors of the first free newspaper 

m the Russmn language-the ' Kolokol ' of London

brought from abroad the1r precious tnbute to th1s 

movement. These were the real apostles of the new 

doctrme, who prepared the ground for the modem 

movement, hav!Dg educated the entire generation of 

1870 m the prmmples of Sociahsm. W1th the Pans 

Commune, wh1eh had such a form1dable echo through

out the whole world, Russ1an Socmhsm entered upon 
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1ts belbgerent phase, and from the study and the 

pnvate gathermg passed to the workshop and the 

village. 
There were many causes whiCh determmed the 

youth of Russta to accept so eagerly the prmmples of 

the revolutionary Soc1ahsm proclaimed by the Com

mune. I can merely milicate them here. The ill
fated Cnmean War havmg ruthlessly demonstrated 

the rottenness of the whole Russ1an soc1al ed1fice, 

1t was essential to prov1de a remedy as expedt

twusly as poss1ble. But the work of the regeneratiOn 

of the country, dll'ected by the hand of an auto

cratiC Emperor, who w1shed to preserve everythmg; 

bot~ ills sacred 'nghts' (the first to be abohshed), 

and \the prerogatives of the class of the nobles, m 
ordel! to have therr support because he feared the 

revolptwn-such a work could only be imperfect, 

hypocnhcal, contradwtory, an aborhon. We will not 
I 

cnt:Iptse It, espeCially as there 1s no need to do so, for 

all the new> papers, mcludmg the ' Officml Gazette,' 

now repeat m various tones what the Somahsts have 

been so much reVIled for declarmg, that all the reforms 

of Alexander II. proved utterly meffiment, and that the 

famous emancipatwn of the serfq only changed their 

matenal condition for the worse, the terms of redemp

tion fixed for the scmp of land bestowed upon them 

bemg onerous beyond measure. 
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The wretched condlt10n, every day growmg worse, of 

the peasants, that 1s to say, of nine-tenths of the entrre 

populat10n, could not fall to cause senous reflectiOn to 

all those who had at heart the future of the country. 

It was essent1al to seek a remedy for thls, and 1t may 

fairly be assumed that the pubhc mmd would have 

turned to legal and pacific means lf, after haVIng 

hberated the pPasants from the bondage of therr lords, 

the Emperor Alexander II. had hberated Russ1a from 

hls own bondage, bestowmg upon her some kmd of 

Constitution whlch would have made her the arb1ter 

of her own destm1es, or at least have afforded her thlj 

hope of one day becoming so. But thts was precise! 1 
what he would not do on any account. Autocracy 

havmg retamed all1ts power, nothlng could be hoped for 
' except from the good-Will of the Emperor, and this 

hope went on dimmishmg as the years passed by. 
' ' 

Alexander II. as a refonner stood the test only ror a 

few years. : 
The msurrectJOn m Poland, stifled With a ferocity 

known to all, was the signal for a react10n, whiCh grew 

more furious day by day. There was nothmg to hop
1
e 

for m legal and pacific means. Everythmg must l:ie 
I 

uncomplammgly endured, or other ways of savmg thEl 
I I 

country must be sought for. All those who had a 

heart m the1r breasts natmally clung to the latter 

course. 

c 
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Thus, as the reachon grew more furwus, the revo

lutiOnary excttement became more mamfest, and secret 

soctettes swarmed m all the pnnctpal cttles. The 

revolver shot of Karakosoff whiCh resulted from that 

excttement was a temble warnmg to the Emperor 

Alexander II. But he would not understand. Nay, 

after 1866, the reaction redoubled 1ts fury. , In a few 

months everythmg that still mamtamed a semblance 

of the Ltberahsm of the early years of the wgn was 

swept away. It was a ventable ' Dance l\Iacabre,' a 

ventable 'Whtte Terror.' 

II. 

After 1866 a man must have been ettber blmd or 

hypocnbcal to beheve m the posstbthty of any Improve

ment except by vwlent means. The re,olubonary 

ferment vmbly mcreased, and only a spark was want

m~ 1.o change the latent asp~rntwns mto a general 

II','ovement. As I' have already satd, the Pam Com

nmne supplied 1t. It was tmmedtately after the 

Commune, that IS to say towards the end of the year 

1871, that the Soctety of the 'Dolguscmzt' was formed 

at Moscow; and m 1872 the Important somety was 
! 

orgamsed at St. Petersburg of the' Ctat.kovzt,' whiCh had 

its ra.mtficattons at Moscow, Kteff, Odessa, Orel, and 

·~ganrog. The obJect of both was to carry on the 

·8o'ctahst and revoluttonary propaganda among the work-
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men and peasants. I say nothmg of many small bodies 

that were formed with the same object In the provmces, 

or of many isolated mdiv1duals who then went forth 

'among the people,' m order to carry on the pro,Paganda. 

The movement was entrrely spontaneous, and was s1mply 

the necessary result of the conditiOn of Russia, seen 

under the influence of the P'arlSlan movement, through 

the pnsm of the Socialist 1deas dissemmated hy Cer

mscevsky and Dobrohuboff. 

But a most powerful current which came from 

abroad very soon un1ted w1th this native current. It 

was that of the ' Internationale,' which, as 1s wei; 

known, had its own greatest development in the year~ 

immedmtely succeeding the Parts Commune. Here, 

also, two separate courses of transnussion should be 

distmgwshed : the first, hterary; the second, personal 

and Immediate. Two wnters-the great li!Icl!ael 

Bacunm, the gemus of destructwn, the pllii~Iphl 
\ I I .._ 

founder of the anarc~ical o; federallst1c' Internatlonale,' 

-and Peter tavroff, the distmguished phllosopher aud 
I 

writer, rendeied great serv1ce to our cause w1th then· 

pens ; the former as the author of a book upon t~e 

Revolution, and Federalism, m which, mth mimlt\

:J.ble clearness and power, the ardent tnbune and darm~ 
thmker developed his 1deas upon the necessity of arl 

immedmte popular revolution; the latter as editor of J 
reVIew, the' Ypenod' (Onwatd), wntten, for the mos~ 

' ' c 2 
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part, by hunself w1th unweaned apphcatlon and erud!· 

bon. However dtvergent on certam pomts-Bacumn 

being an ardent defender of the extreme party of the 

' Interuabonale,' and Lavroff bemg rather mclmed 

towards the more moderate party-the two wr1ters re

cogmsed the popular revolutwn as the sole means of 

effectively changmg the msufferable cond1bon of the 

Russmn people. 

But the 'Intematwnale' also had a dtrect mfluence 
I 

'upon the Russ1an movement. Here I must reb ace my 

steps for a moment, as the revolutwnary movement 

~uches at thiS pomt the indmdual movement of N 1hll

~sm, properly SO-;!:alled, of wh1eh I spoke m my Intro

iuctwn. The struggle for the emanc1patton of woman 

havmg been fused mth that of the nght to higher 

e~ucabon, and there bemg m Russia ne1ther collegtl 

t
r umverstty wh1ch would accept women as students, 

t ey resolved to go and seek m d1stant countnes the 

owledge demed to them m thell' own. Free 

o;mtzerland, whiCh shuts out no one from 1ts frontiers 
' 

or 1ts schools, was the favounte country of these new 

J?Ilgnms, and the famous city of Zunch was the1r 

ferusalem. From all parts of Russm-from the plams 

pf the plac1d Volga ; from the Caucasus ; from diotant 

tena-young gtrls of scarcely SlXteen, w1th scanty 

ggage and sl~nder means, went forth alone mto an 

known country, eager for the knowledge wh1ch alone 
\ . 
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could msure them the independence they coveted. But, 

on arrmng m the country of the1r dreams, they found 

not only schools ofmedJCme there, but also a great soc1al 

movement of wh1ch many had no conception. And 

here once more the difference became apparent between 

the old Nihilism and the Socmhsm of the modern 

generation. 

'What IS all ~h1s knowledge,' the young guls 

asked themselves, 'but a means of acqmrmg a more 

advantageous position among the pnv1leged classes to 

whiCh we already belong? Wbo except ourselves Will 

de:we any advantage from 1t; and 1f no one does, what 

1s the difference between us and the swarm of blood

suckers who hve by the sweat and tears of our poor 

fellow-countrymen ? ' 

And the y~ung guls deserted mediCme, and began 

to frequent the sittings of the ' Internahonale ' and to 

study political economy, and the works of Marx, 

Bacunm, Proudhon, and of all the founders of European 

Socmhsm. In a short time the City of Zunch from 

bemg a place of study was transfonned into an immense 

permanent Club. Its fame spread throughout all 

Russm, and attracted to 1t hundreds and hundreds of 

person&, men and women. It was then that the 

Impenal Government, a~ a supreme precautiOn, issued 

the stup1d and shameful Ukase of the year 1873, 

~rdenng all Russmns, under pam of outlawry, to 1m-
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medmtely abandon the ternble CJty of Zunch. The 

engineer was h01st w1th h1s own petard. Among 

the young Russ1ans assembled there, plaus, more or 

less vague, were formed to return home m order to 

carry on the Internatwnahst propaganda. The Ukase 

had thls effect, that, instead of returnmg separately m 

the course of several years, almost all returned at once 

in a body. Eagerly welcomed by therr compamons, 

they everywhere earned on the most ardent Inter 

natwnahst propaganda. 

III. 

Thus m the wmter of 1872, m one of the hovels 

m the outsklrts of St. Petersburg, a number of 

workmg men gathered round (Pnnce) Peter Krapot

kme, who expounded to them the prme~ples of Social

ISm, and of the revolut10n. The nch Cossack Obuchoff, 

though consumptive and dymg, d1d the same upon the 

banks of h1s native Don. An officer, Leomdas SCJscko, 

became a hand-weaver m one of the St. Petersburg 

manufactones, m order to carry on the propaganda 

there. Two other members of the same soc1ety..!an 

officer, Demetnus Rogaceff, who afterwards mspued so 

much terror, and a fnend-went mto the provmce of 

Tver as sawyers, for the purpose of carrymg on the 

propaganda there among the peasants. In the Winter 

of 1873, m consequence of the delation of a land-owner 
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of the dJstrJct, these two were arrested. After bav1ng 

escaped by the aid of the peasants from the hands of 
the police, they teached Moscow, m order to carry on 
the propaganda among the youth of that city. There 
they found two women who bad JUst amved from 
Zunch mth the same obJect. Thus the two currents, 
the home and foreign, met each othet at every pomt, 
and both led to the same result. The books srud: 
'The hour of the destruction of the old bo'IJirgetYis 
world has sounded. A new world, based upon the 
ii.atem1ty of all men, In whwh there Will no longer be 
either nusery or tears, 1s about to arise upon Its ru.lns. 
Up and be domg t All ha1l to the Revolutwn, the sole 

means of realising th1s golden ideal.' 
The men and women who had come back from 

abroad mJlamed the public mmd With the remtal of 
the great struggle already undertaken by the proleta
riat of the West; of the 'Internat10nale' and of its 
great promoters; of the Commune and rts martyrs; 
and prepared to go ' among the people ' with their new 
proselytes m order to 1mt their 1deas in practice. And 
both turned anx:wusly to those, who were few then, 
who had come back from the work of propagand1sm, 
to ask them what were these powerful and mystenous 
beings-the people-whom therr fathers taught them 
to fear, and whom, Without knowing, they already 
loved With all the Impetuosity of therr youthful 
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hearts. And those appealed to, who jllst before had 

the same m1strust and the same apprehensions, 

satd, overflowmg WIth exultatwn, that the temble 

people were good, s1mple, trustmg as chlldren ; that 

they not only dtd not m1strust, bnt welcomed them 

With open arms and hearts ; that they hstened to 

theu words w1th the deepest sympathy, and that 

old and young after a long day of tOil pressed atten

tively around them m some dark and smoky hovel, m 

whiCh, by the uncertam l!ght of a chip of resmous 

wood m place of a candle, they spoke of Socmhsm, 

or read one of the few propagandist books wh1ch they 

had brought; that the communal assemblies were 

broken up when they came mto the v1llages, as the 

peasants abandoned the meetmgs to come and hsten. 

And after havmg depicted all the temble suffermgs of 

these unhappy people, seen w1th their own eyes, 

heard With theu own ears, they told of httle stgns 

and tokens, exaggerated perhaps by their Imagma

tions, whiCh showed that these people could not be 

so dtspmted as was beheved, and that there were in-
• dwatwns and rumours denotmg that their pat1ence was 

commg to an end, and that some great storm was 

felt to be approachmg. 

All these numerous and powerful mfluences, actmg 

upon the impressiOnable mmds, so prone to enthusiasm, 

of the Russmn youth, produced that vast movement of 
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1873-74 wh1eh maugurated the new Russian revolu
tionary era. 

Nothmg similar had been seen before, nor smce. 

It was a revelatwn, rather than a propaganda. At 

first the book, or the mdlVldual, could be traced out, 

that had 1mpelled such or such a person to jom the 

movement; but after some time this became impos

sible. It was a powerful cry wluch arose no o)le knew 

where, and summoned the ardent to the great work of 

the redemption of the country and of humamty. And 

the ardent, hearmg this cry, arose, overflowmg With 

sorrow and mdtgnatwn for therr past hfe, and aban

domng home, wealth, honours, famrly, threw them

selves mto the movement wtth a Joy, an enthusmsm, a j 
farth, such as are expenenced only once m a hfe, and(. 

when lost are never found agam. ~ 

I will not speak of the many, many, young men ~ 

and young women of the most anstocratw faiDihes, j 
who laboured for fifteen hours a day m the factones, m 

the workshops, m the fields. Youth is always generou 

and ready for sacnfice. The charactenshc fact was 

tliat the contagwn spread, even to people m years _ 

who had already a future clearly marked out and a 

posthon gamed by the sweat of their brows : JUdges, 

doctors, officers, offiCials ; and these were not among ' 
' the least ardent. ,' 

Yet rt was not a pohtwal movement. It rather te-
l~'-
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sembled a religious movement, and had all the con· 

tag10us and absorbing character of one. People not 

only sought to attam a dtstmct practical obJect, but 

also to sat1sfy an inward sentiment of duty, an aspira

tion toward~ therr own moral perfectwn. 

But this noble movement, m contact mth harsh 
reakty, was shattered l1ke a precious Sevres vase, struck 

by a heavy and dirty stone. 

Not that the Russmn peasant had shown himself 

mdtfferent or hoshle to Sociahsm ; quite the contrary. 

For a Russian peasant who has Jus old' obscma' (rural 

commune) with the collechve property of the land, and 

h1s 'nux' or 'gromada' (communal assembly), wluch 

exclusively controls all the communal affairs, the prm

Ciples of sCJelltriic combmatwn a11d federalism were 

only a logical and natural deduction from the institu

tions to whiCh he had been accustomed for so many 

ages. In fact there is no country m the world where 

the peasantry would be so ready to accept the pnnciples 

of Federative Socmhsm as Russia. Some of our old 

Sociahsts-for example Bacumn-even deny the neces

Sity for any Soc1ahst propaganda whatever among the 

Russ1an peasants,, declarmg that they already possess 

all the fundamental elements, and that, therefore, tf 
summoned to an immediate :revolution, it could not be 

bther than a soc1al revolutiOn. But a revolution 
' 

al;vays requires a powerful organisation, which can only 
' 
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be formed by a propaganda, e1ther SoCialist or purely 

revolutiOnary. As th1s could not be openly earned on, 

1t was necessary to have recourse, to a secret propa

ganda; and that was absolutely ImpoSSible m our 

Vlllages. 

Everyone who settles there, whether as artisan, or 

as communal teacher, or clerk, 1s Immediately under 

the eyes of all. He 1s obserYed, and h1s every move

ment 1s watched, as though he were a brrd m a glass 

cage. Then, too, the peasant 1s absolutely mcapable 

of keepmg secret the propaganda in h1s rmdst. How 

can you expect him not to speak to Ius neighbour, 

whom he has known for so many years, of a fact so 

e:x:t1aordmary as the readmg of a book, especially 

when It concerns a matter wh1ch appears to him so 

just, good, and natural as that wh1ch the Soc~ahst tells 

h1m about? Thus, whenever a propagandist visits any 

of h1s friends, the news Immediately spreads through

out the VIllage, and half an hour afterwards the hovel 

is full of bearded peasants, who hasten to hsten to the 

new-comer without warning either h1m or Ius host. 

When the hovel1s too httle to hold all th1s throng, he 

IS taken to the communal house, or into the open air, 

where he reads h1s books, and makes h1s speeches 

under the roof of heaven. 

It IS qmte evident that, wrth these customs, the 

Government would have no dlfliculty in heanng of the 



28 INTRODUCTION, 

agitation whiCh was bemg earned on among the 

peasants. Arrest followed arrest, thiCk and fast. 

Thrrty-seven provmces were ' mfected' by the Somahst 

contagiOn, as a Government circular declares. The 

total number of the arrests was never known. In a 

smgle tnal whiCh lasted four years, that of ' the 193,' 

they reached, accordmg to the officral statistics, about 

a thousand. 

But legion after legwn boldly descended mto the 

hsts, when, owmg to the number of the fallen, the 

battle seemed to be slackening. The movement lasted 

for two years Wlth vanous degrees of mtenstty. But 

the fact bad at last to be recogmsed, that tt was hke 

runnmg one's head agamst a wall. 

In the year 1875 the movement changed tts aspect. 

The propaganda among the masses, the only one, that 

ts, whtch could stir them, was abandoned, and m tts 

place the so-called ' coloms.ttion ' (poselema) entered 

the field; that ts, the groupmg together of an enhre 

nucleus of propagandists m a grven provmce, or rather, 
m a given dtstnct. 

In order to avoid the rocks winch bad wrecked the 

mo\ ement of the preVIous years, the colomsts proceeded 

very cautiOusly, endeavounng rather to nvo1d observa

tion, to make no stir, to carry on thetr agitation only 

among those peasants w1th whom they were thoroughly 

acquamted as cautwus and prudent people. The 
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colomes, bemg much less exposed to the chance of dis

covery, held therr ground mth varymg fortunes for 

several years, and m part st!ll contmue, but mthout 

any result. Evidently, however, they could not do 

much owmg to the immensity of Russm, and th~ 
necess1ty of dehberately restrammg the1r own actmty, 

even m the d1stncts chosen. 

IV. 

The tnals of the ag1tators which took place m the 

years 1877 and 1878 mdiCated the end of th1s first 

penod of revolutiOnary actiVIty m Russ1a, and at the 

same t1me were 1ts apotheos1s. 

The Russ1an Government, w1shmg to follow m the 

steps of the second French Emprre, whiCh knew so well 

how to deal w1th the Red spectre, ordered that the 

first great tnal-that of the so-called Fifty of the 

Soc1ety of 1\Ioscow-should be pubhc, hopmg that the 

temfied bourgeo~s would d1aw more closely around the 

throne and abandon therr hberal tendencies, which 

were already beginnmg to show themselves. 

But no. Even those who could not but cons1der 

such men as enemies we1e bew1ldered at the s1ght of 

so much self-sacnfice. 

'They are smuts.' Such "as the exclamatiOn, 

repeated in a broken vmce, by those who were present 

at th1s memorable tnal. 
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The monster tnal of the 193 of the followmg year 

only confirmed tlus opm10n. 

And, m fact, everythmg that is noble and subllme 

m human nature seemed concentlated m these gener

ous young men. Inflamed, subJugated by the1r grand 

1dea, they mshed to sacn.fice for 1t, not only the1r 

hves, their future, the1r position, but their very 

souls. They sought to purify themselves from e\ ery 

other thought, from all personal affechons, m order to 

be ent~rely, exclusively devoted to 1t. Rigorism wa~ 

elevated mto a dogma. For several years, mdeed, even 

absolute ascehcism 1 was ardently mamtamed among 

the youth of both sexes. The propaganillsts "\'\ 1shed 

nothmg for themselves. They were the purest per

~omficatwn of self-demal. 

But these bemgs were too 1deal for the temble 

struggle "l'lh!Ch was about to co=ence. The type of 

the propagandist of the first lustre of the last decade 

was religious rather than revolutionary. Ius fa1th was 

Soc1ahsm. H1s god the people. N otw1thstandmg J.!l 

the evidence to the contrary, he firmly believed that, 

from one day to the other, the revolution "\'las about to 

break out ; as in the l\Iiddle Ages people believed at 

certam penods m the approach of the day of JUdg

ment. Inexorable reality struck a temble hlow at 

' Hence arose the rldlculous confns1on of the N1h1hsts Wlth tho 
oop:., a fanahcal body who mutilated themselves 
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h1s enthus1asm and fa1th, d1sclosmg to h _,h~ 111~: ~ 'l'. 
it really 1s, and not as he had p1ctured 1t. lie wali\:s;., 

ready for sacnfice as ever. But he had ne1ther the 

impetuos1ty nor the ardour of the struggle. After 

the first dtsenchantment he no longer saw any hope m 

VIctory, and longed for the crown of thorns rather than 

that of laurel. He went forth to martyrdom w1th the 

seremty of a Chnstlan of the early ages, and he suffered 

it w1th a calmness of mmd-nay, With a certam rapture, 

for he knew he was suffermg for h1s fa1th. He was full 

of love, and had no hatred for anyoue, not even his 

execut10ners. 

Such was the p10pagand1st of 1872-75. Th1s type 

was too 1deal to Withstand the fierce and 1mmment 

eonfl1ct. It must change or d1sappem. 

Already another was ansmg m1ts place. Upon the 

horiZon there appeared a gloomy form, 1llununated by 

a l.Jght as of hell, who, w1th lofty beaung, and a look 

breathmg forth hatred and defiance, made h1s way 

through the ternfied crowd to enter w1th a firm step 

upon the scene of h1story. 

It was the Terronst. 
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THE TERRORIS!tf. 

I. 

THE years 1876 and 1877 were the darkest and most 

mournful for the Russ1an Soc1ahsts. The propagandist 

movement cost 1mmense sacnfices. An entrre genera

two was mown down by Despotism m a fit of dehnous 

fear. The pnsons were crammed Wlth propagandists. 

New pnsons were bmlt. And the result of so much 

sacrifice? Oh, how petty 1t was compared w1th the 

rmmense effort ! 
Wbat could the few workmg men and peasants do 

who were mflamed by Somah&t 1deas? 'Yhatcould the 

' colomes' do, d1spersed here and there ? 
The past was sad; the future, gloomy and obscure. 

But the movement could not stop. The pubhc mmd, 

overstimulated and eager to act, only sought some 

other means of atta1mng the same end. 

But to find one was very difficult under the condi

tions m whiCh Russia was placed. Long and arduous 

was th1s work; many were 1ts v1chms; for 1t was like 



THE TERRORISM. 33 

endeavourmg to issue from some gloomy cavern, full of 

dangers and pitfalls, in whiCh eYery step co~ts many 

hves, and the cnes of fallen brethren are the sole 

indicatiOns for the sumvors, of the path to be followed. 

The propagandtst movement was a sublime test of 

the power of Words. By a natural reaction the 

opposite course was now to be trred, that of Acts. 

'We dtd not succeed because we were mere talkers, 

incapable of real work.' 

Such was the bttter reproach of the survrvors of the 

great movement, confronted wtth the new revolutiOnary 

generation whiCh had ansen to occupy the place of the 

precedmg ; and the cry of 'Let us act' became as 

general as that of ' among the people ' had been a few 

years before. 

But what kmd of actiOn was to be taken? 

Impelled by therr generous destre to do eYerythmg 

for the people, and for the people only, the Revoln~ 

t10msts endeavoured, above all thmgs, to orgamse some 

insurrectionary movement among the people. The 

first soct~tles of the s~called 'bun tan' (fanatics) of 

Kteff, Odessa, and Karkoff, the fixed object of whtch 

was an tmmedtate mmg, date from the year 1875. 

But a revolntton, hke a popular movement, is of 

spontaneous growth, and cannot be forced One 

attempt alone-that of StefanovtC-very sktlfully 

based upon local agltahon and asptrattons, succeeded 

D 
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in making some few steps, at least, towards the object, 

The others had not even this success. They were 

discovered and dissolved before givmg effect to thmr 

sangumary projects. 

In the towns the same tendency mamfested itsf'lf 

in another form ; the Revolubomsts made their first 

essays in street demonstrations. 

The years 1876, 1877, and the early months of 1878, 

were penods of' demonstrations 'more or less energetic; 

such as the funeral of Cermsceff and Padlevsky, the 

demonstration of Kazan, which had such a, trag:tcal 

endmg, and, finally, that of Odessa, on the day of the 

condemnation of Kovalsky, whiCh was a ventable battle, 

with dead and wounded on both stdes, and several 

hnndred arrests. 

It was evident that by th1s path there could be no 

advance. The disproportion between the matenal 

forces at the disposition of the revolutwnary party 

and those of the Government was too great for these 

demonstrations to be other than voluntary sacnfices of 

the flower of the Russian youth to the Impenal 

llloloch. With us a revolution, or even a r1smg of any 

IIDportance, bke those m Pans, IS absolutely Impossible. 

Our towns constitute only a tenth of t)le entire popula

tion; and most of them are only large villages, miles 

and miles apart. The real towns, those for mstance of 

10,000 or 15,000 mhab1tants, form only four or five 
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per eent. of the entire population, that 1s about three 

or four m!lhons m all. And the Government, whlch 

has under 1ts orders the m1htary contmgent of the 

enh.re population, that IS I ,200,000 sold:ters, can 

transform the five or six pnnc1pal towns, the only 

places where any movement whatever is poss1hle, mto 

veritable military camps, as mdeed they are. 

Th1s is a consideration wh1ch should al'l\ays be 

borne m mmd, m order to understand the cause of 

everytlung that has smce happened. 

Demonstrations of every kmd were abandoned, and 

from the year 1878 entuely disappeared. 

But a noteworthy change m, the revolutionary type 

dates from thiS penod. The Revolutiomst was no 

longer what he had been five years before. He had 

not yet revealed himself by any darmg acts ; but by 

dmt of constantly med1tatmg upon them, by repeat

ing that bullets were better than words, by nounslung 

sangumary projects m h1s mmd, somethmg of their 

spmt entered mto his dispositiOn. Thus the man was 

formed. And the Government d1d everythmg It could 

to d~velop ~till more these nascent tendencies of h1s 

'and force h1m to translate them mto acts. 

The merest suspicion led to arrest. An address ; a 

letter from a fnend who had gone' among the people;' 

a word let fall by a lad of twelve who, from excess of 

fear, knew not what to reply, were suffic1ent to cast the 

D2 
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suspected person mto prison, where he langmshed for 

years and years, subjected to all the ngour of the 

Russian cellular system. To gtve an tdea of tills it 

need only be mentioned that, m the course of the 

investigations m the tnal of the 193, which lasted four 

years, the number of the pnsoners who commttted 

suicide, or went mad, or died, reached 7 5. 

The sentences of the exceptiOnal tnbunal, which was 

stmply a docile instrument m the hands of the Govern

ment, were of an mcredtble cruelty. Ten, twelve, 

fifteen years of hard labour were mflicted, for two or 

three speeches, made m pnvate to a handful of workmg 

men, or for a smgle book read or lent. Thus what 1s 

freely done m every country in Europe was punished 

among us hke murder. 

But not satisfied mth these judt01al atrocities, the 

Government, by mfamous secret orders, augmented still 

more the suffenngs of the pohbcal pnsoners, so that m 

the House of Horrors-the central prison of Karkoff

several 'revolts ' took place among them in order to 

obtam equahty of treatment with tbos& condemned for 

common cr1mes. Such was theu condition 1 And from 

time to time, by ways whwh only prisoners know bow 

to find out, there came from these men buried ahve 

some letter, wntten on a scrap of paper m whiCh 

tobacco or a candle had been wrapped up, descnbmg 

the mfamous treatment, the VIle and useless cruelty, 
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wh1ch their gaolers had mfucted upon them, m order to 

curry favour mth supenors; and these letters passed 

from hand to hand, and th1s mformat10n passed from 

mouth to mouth, causmg tears of gnef and rage, and 

arousmg m the most gentle and tender minds thoughts 

of blood, of hatred, and of vengeance. 

II. 

The first sangmnary events took place a year before 

the Terronsm was erected mto a system. They were 

Isolated cases, Without any pohtJCal 1mportance, but 

they dearly showed that the efforts of the Government 

had begun to bear frwt, and that the 'nnlk of love ' 

of the Socmhsts of the prev1ous lustre was already be

commg changed, httle by httle, mto the gall of hatred. 

Sprung from personal resentment, 1t was drrected 

agamst the more 1mmedmte enemtes, the sptes, and m 

var1ot1S parts of Russm some half-dozen of them were 

killed. 

These first acts of bloodshed eVIdently could not 

stop there. If t1me were consumed m killmg a vile spy, 

why allow the gendarme to hve on wtth tmpumty who 

sent htm forth, or the procurator who from the mforma

tlon of the spy obtamed nmtenals for ordenng the 

arrest, or the head of the pohce whodtrected everythmg? 

The logtc of hfe could not but compel the Revolution· 

ar1es to mount these steps by degrees, and it cannot 
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be doubted that they would have done so, for the Russmn 

may be wantmg m many thmgs, but not 10 the courage 

to be log~cal. Nay, one of the most stnlung pecu

banties of the Russ1an character 1s that 1t never 

hesitates before the piactlCal consequences of a cham 

of reasonmg. 

There was, however, a fact of pnmary Importance 

whlch gave such a strong Impetus to the movement, 

that thls step, wh1ch otherwise would perhaps ha\ e re

qrured several years, was taken at a Single bound. 

On January 24 of the year 1878, the memorable 

shot was fired by the revolver of Y era Zassuhc agamst 

General Trepoff, who had ordered a pohhcal pnsoner 

named Bogolmboff to be flogged. Two months after

wards she was acqmtted by the Jury. 

I need not narrate the details of the occurrence, 

nor those of the tnal, nor ms1st upon the1nmportance. 

Everyone understood them, and even now, four years 

afterwards, everyone remembers that wave of admrra

tiOn whiCh mvaded every heart, without d1stmctwn of 

party, of class, or of age. It 1s easy to 1magme what 1t 

must have been m Russra. 

Zassulrc \\as not a terronst. She was the angel of 

vengeance, and not of terror. She was a VICtim who 

voluntanly threw herself mto the jaws of the monster 

in order to cleanse the honour of the party from a 

mortal outrage. It was evrdent that 1f every 1nfa-
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mous act had to awalt ltS Zassuhc, he who comnntted 

1t IDJght sleep m peace, and d1e hoary-headed 

Yet th1s occurrence gave to the Terronsm a most 

powerful Impulse. It lllumm..tted 1t w1th 1ts dmne 

aureola, and gave to 1t the sanctwn of oacnfice and of 

pubhc opm10n. 

The acqmttal of Zassuhc was a solemn condemnation 

of the entire arb1t1ary system whJCh had 1mpelled her 

to rmse her avengmg hand agamst the bully. The 

press and the pubiJC were unammous m confir=ng the 

sentence of the jury 

And how dJd the Government rece1ve the judgment 

of the nahon? 

The Emperor Alexander II. went m person to pay 

a VISit to T1epoff, covered w1th so much Ignominy, and 

ransacked the whole City m search of the acqmtted 

Zassuhc, m order to put her agam m pnson. 

It was 1mpossilile to show a more 1mpudent con

tempt for Justice and the un1versal feelmg. 

The general dJscontent grew beyond measure, for 

to the stmg of the outrage was added the pang of 

decephon. 

Here I ought to stop for a moment to analyse the 

purely Lzberal movement wh1ch germmated among the 

cultivated and pnvlleged classes of Russmn soc1ety at 

the commencement of the re1gn. Bemg unable to do 

th1s even bnefly, I WJ!l merely say, that the event 
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which rmparted to It the greatest mtensity was the 

war with Turkey, because It la~d bare hke that of the 

Cnmea, the shameful abuses of our social system, and 

awakened hopes of a new reorgamsatwn of the State, 

especially after the Constitution whiCh Alexander II. 

gave to Bulgana. 

The return of the Emperor to his capital exactly 

comc1ded w1th the tnal of Zassuhc. 

The L1berals awoke from theli drums. It was 

then that they turned m despmr to the only party 

whiCh was strugghng agamst despotism, the Socmhst 

party. The first efforts of the Ltberal party to 

approach the Re\olutlonanes m order to form an 

alliance With them date from 1878. 

III. 

The Government, however, seemed bent on exas

peratmg not only the Liberals but also the Revolu

tlomsts. With a vile deSire for vengeance, It re

doubled Its cruelty agamst the Socmbsts, whom It had 

m 1ts power. The Emperor Alexander II. even went 

so far as to annul the sentence of his own Senate, 

which, under the form of a petition for pardon, 

acqmtted most of the accused m the t11al of the 193. 

What government therefore was this wbtch acted 

so msolently agamst all the laws or the country, whiCh 
was not supported, and d1d not w1sh to be supported, 
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by the nation, or by any class, or by the laws wh1eh rt 

had made 1tself? What drd rt represent except brute 

force? 

Agamst such a Government everythmg rs per

nutted. It is no longer a guardran of the wrll of the 

people, or of the majonty of the people. It 1s or

gamsed mjustlce. A crtlzen 1s no more bound to 
respect it, than to respect a band of hrghwaymen who 

employ the force at the1r command m nfhng tra

vellers. 

But how shake off th1s camar'!lla entrenched 

behmd a forest of bayonets ? How free the country 

from 1t? 

It bemg absolutely 1mposs1ble to overcome th1s 

obstacle by force, as m other countnes more fortunate 

than ours, a flank movement was necessary, so as to 

fall upon th1S camanlla before 1t could avarlttself of 

tts forces, thus rendered useless m the1r Impregnable 

pos1t10ns. 

Thus arose the Terromm. 

Conce1ved m hatred, nurtured by patnohsm and by 

hope, 1t grew up m the electncal atmosphere, 

Impregnated w1th the enthus1asm awakened by an 

act of her01sm. 

On August 16, 1878, that ts five months after the 

acqmttal of Zassuhc, the Terronsm, by puttmg to 
death General Mesentzeff, the head of the pohce ·and 
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of the entrre ClliYMirtlla, boldly tlrrew down its glove in 

the face of autocracy. From that day forth it ad

vanced wtth giant strides, acqumng strength and posi

tion, and culmmatmg m the tremendous duel with 

the man who was the persomficat10n of despotism. 

I wlll not relate its achievements, for they are 

wntten m letters of fire upon the records of history. 

Three tmes the adversanes met face to fa~e. 

Tlrree t1mes the Terrorist by the wlll of f~te was over

tlrrown, but after each defeat he arose more threatenmg 

and powerful than before. To the attempt of Solovteff 

succeeded that of Hartman, which was followed by the 

fr1ghtful explosion at the Wmter Palace, the mfernal 

character of which seemed to surpass everythmg the 

imagination could conceive. But it was surpassed on 

March 13. Once more the adversanes grappled with 

each other, and tills bme the ommpotent Emperor fell 

half dead to the ground. 

The Terronst had won the vwtoPy m his tremendous 

duel, wruch had cost so many sacnfices. With a whole 

nat10n prostrate he alone held high hts head, whiCh 

throughout so many tempests he had never bent. 

He Is noble, temble, irresisbbly fascmatmg, for 

he combmes m htmself the two sublmnbes of human 

grandeur : the martyr and the hero. 

He is a martyr. From the day when he swears m 
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the depths of Ius heart to free the people and the 

country, he knows he 1s consecrated to Death. Re 

faces It at every step of h1s stormy hfe. Re goes forth 

to meet 1t fearlessly, when necessary, and can die with

out flmclung, not hke a ChnstJan of old, but hke a 

warrior accustomed to look death 111 the face. 

Re has no longer any religious feelmg m b1s dis

poSi.tlon. Re IS a wrestler, all bone and muscle, and 

has nothmg m common w1th the dreamy rdeahst of 

the previous lustre. He 1s a mature man, and the un

real dreams of his youth have disappeared w1th years. 

Re 1s a Soc1shst fatally conVlnced, but he understands 

that a Social Revolutzon requrres long preparatory 

labour, which cannot be given untll. pohtrcal hberty IS 

acqurred. Modest and resolute, therefore, he chugs to 

the resolutiOn to hmit for the present h!S plans that 

he may extend them afterwards. He has no other 

obJect than to overthrow this abhorred despotism, and 

to give to his countt'y, what all clVlhsed nahons possess, 

pohtical hberty, to enable 1t to advance Wlth a firm 

step towards its own redemption. The force of mind, 

the mdomitable energy, and the spirit of sacnfice which 

h1s predecessor attam'ed in the beauty of his dreams, 

he attains in the grandeur of h1s missiOn, lll the strong 

passions which-.his marvellous, intoXlcatmg, vert1grnous 

struggle arouses m his heart. 

What a spectacle ! When had such a. spectacle been 
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seen before? Alone, obscure, poor, be undertook to 

be the defender of outraged humamty, of nght 

trampled under foot, and be challenged to the death 

the most powerful Empll'e m the world, and for years 

and years confronted all1ts 1mmense forces. 

Proud as Satan rebelling agamst God, he opposed 

rus own WJ.ll to that of the man who alone, amid a 

nat10n of slaves, claimed the r1ght of havmg a mil. 

But how d1fferent 1s tills terrestnal god from the old 

Jehovah of l\Ioses ! How be ill des ills trembhng head 

under the danng blows of the Terronst! True, he 

soil stands erect, aJ.ld the thunderbolts laun~hed by 

hls trembhng hand often faJ.l; but when they stnke, 

they klll, But the Terronst 1s Immortal. llis hmbs 

may fail. him, but, as 1f by magtc, they regain their 

VIgour, and he stands erect, ready for battle after battle 

until. he has laJ.d low hts enemy and hberated the 

country. And already he sees that enemy falter, 

beeome confused, chng desperat#ly to the w1ldest 

means, willch can only hasten rus end. 

It IS tills absorbmg struggle, 1t ts thts 1mposing 

nnsston, 1t IS tills certamty of approacillng VIctory, 

wh1eh g1ves btm that eool and calculatmg enthusmsm, 

that almost superhuman energy, wh1ch astounds the 

world, If he is by nature a man capable of generous 

11Dpulses, he wul become a hero j If he IS of stronger 

fibre, 1t will harden mto ~ron ; 1f of 1ron, 1t mil become 
adamant. 
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He has a powerful and drstJnchve mdrvrduality. 

He is no longer, hke hrs predecessor, all abnegat10n. 

He no longer possesses, he no longer strives after, that 

abstract moral beauty which made the propagandrst 

resemble a bemg of another world ; for ills look is no 

longer drrected inwardly, but IS fixed upon the hated 

enemy. He IS the type of indmdual force, intolerant 

of every yoke. He fights not only for the people, to 
render them the arbiters of their own destinies, not 

only for the whole nabon sbflmg m this pestiferous 

atmosphere, but also for himself; for the dear ones 
whom he loves, whom he adores WJth all the enthu

siasm which animates his soul ; for his fnends, who 

Iangrush m the homd cells of the central pnsons, and 

who stretch forth to him therr skmny hands implormg 

aid. He fights for himself. He has sworn to be free 
and he Will be free, in defiance of everything. He 

bends his haughty head before no idol. He has devoted 

his sturdy anns to ~he cause of the people. But he 

no longer deifies them. And rf the people, ill-coun

selled, say to hrm 'Be a slave,' he will exclaim 'No; ' 
and he will march onward, defymg their Imprecations 

and their fury, certam that justice WJ!l be rendered to 
hrm m hrs tomb. 

Such rs the Terronst. 
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REVOLUTIONARY PROFILES. 

I HAVE succinctly related the history of the RevolutiOn. 

ary movement of the last decade, from 1871 to 1881. 

I Will now mtroduce my readers to the mner life of 

Underground Russm, and of those temble men, who 

have so many times made lum tremble before whom all 

tremble. I w1ll show them as they are, without exag

geration and Without false modesty. I know well that 

to draw the portra1ts of Sophia Perovskma, of Vera 

Zassuhc, of Demetnus Lisogub, and of so many others, 

would reqUire a much more powerful pen than mme, 

I say this, not from conventiOnal modesty, but from the 

1nfimte admrrat10n I feel for them, whiCh everyone 
' would feel who had known them. The reader must 

therefore supply my shortcommgs by filhng m, With the 

colours of hfe, the stiff and formal outlmes wluch I 
shall trace. As for me, I cla1m no other ment than 

that of being perfectly truthful. I must, therefore, 

wam the lovers of sensational detmls that they will be 

greatly d!sappomted ; for, m real l1fe, everythmg 1s 

done m a much more Simple manner than IS beheved. 

Of course I propose to make no ' revelatwns.' I 
E 
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shall only relate what can be related, confimng myself 

to facts and to names thoroughly well known and often 

repeated even m the Russmn newspapers. 

No pohtlcal s1gmficance need be looked for, e1ther 

m the selectiOn of my subjects or m the order of their 

treatment. Above all, I shall only speak of those 

whom I have known personally-and thts wtll sufficiently 

md1cate that mine 1s a chance selection ; for m a 

movement so vast, and m a country so large as ours, 

a man can only have a ltmtted circle of fr1ends and 

personal acquamtances. As to the order of treatment, 

I have been gwded neither by the tmportance nor by 

the relative celebrity of the persons who have taken 

part m the movement. I commence, therefore, neither 

with Sophta Perovskaia nor wtth Vera Za;;sultc, nor 

w1th Peter Krapotkme. I have arranged my few 

portrattR, a;; the reader Will see for himself, so as to 
bnng out more clearly, by the contrast of the figures, 

the general character of the party. It IS for th1s reason 

that I have selected a fo'rm for my narrative somewhat 

frivolous, perhaps, constdenng the subject that I am 

treatmg; I mean that of personal recollections, as best 

adapted to preserve certam detaJ!s oflocal colour wh!cb, 

almost JnsJgmficant m themselves, contnbute, taken 

together, to g~ve an 1dea of the peculiar hfe of th1s 

Revolutionary Russta ;-my pnnctpal, nay, my sole 
..obJect. 
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I say all th1s1 not for the Russ1an pohce, wh10h has 

no need of 1t, bemg thoroughly acquamted w1th every

thmg,-but for you, good reader; so that when you 

are qmetly readmg these pages, your heart may not be 

troubled by the melancholy thought that they m~ght 

some day lead to the torture of a human bemg, m some 

gloomy dungeon of the fortress of St. Peter and St. 

Paul. W1th th1s somewhat long mtroduchon, perm1t 

me to present to you my first spec~men, and dear 

fr1end, Jacob Stefanov1c. 

B 2 
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JACOB STEFANOVIC. 

I. 

IN the summer of 1877 the d1stnct of C1ghrrino was all 

in commotwn. 

The police ran h1ther and thither as though pos

sessed; the 'SlanoVle' and the 'IspraVlllk' had no rest 

rnght or day. The Governor hlUlself pa~d a VISit to the 

district. What was the matter ? The pohce, through 

the priests-who, v10latmg the secret of the. con· 

fessional, turned informers-got scent of the fact that 

a temble consprracy had been fonned <Unong the 

peasants, dt the head of whwh were the N llul!sts, 

daring people, capable of everythmg. There were no 

means, however, of penetratmg further mto the secrets 

of the consprracy ; for the peasants, learnmg that the 

pnests had betrayed them, resolved no longer to go to 
confessiOn. Meanwh1le, thete was no t1me to lose. 

The consptracy contmued to spread, as was shown by 

clear and alanrnng s1gns. To av01d betraymg them· 

selves when m a state of drunkenness, the conspuators 

absQ!utely abstamed from the use of brandy, and m the 
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communes where they WPre m the majonty, even 

resolved to shut up the kabak~; that 1s, the taverns 

whe~e brandy, the only spmt used by the people, is 

sold. There was thus an infalhble s1gn by wh1ch to 

recogn1se the progress of the movement. But how 

d1scover and thwart 1t? Summary searches were 

made, and hundreds of arrests, but nothmg was dis

covered. 

The peasants sa1d not a word; not even the stick 

made them open their mouths An armed nsing was 

1mmment. It was reported that the consp1rators were 

already secretly manufacturmg p1kes, like the Sans

culottes of Pa!lS, and purchasmg axes and knives. The 

Ispravn~k sent a number of vendors of axes and kmves 

to a fmr m order to see who would buy them. But 

the conspuators guessed h1s obJect, and no one went 

near them. 

The pollee were m despair, and d1d not know 

whiCh way to turn. But one mght there came to the 

Ispravn~k the landlord of one of the kabaki, a certain 

Konograi, who stated that a peasant named Pr10odco 

had come to h1s house, and, bemg very tired, had drunk 

a glass of brandy, whiCh 1mmed1ately mtoxJCated h1m, 

as he had eaten nothmg all the mornmg. In this 

drunken state he had cr1ed out that m a short time 

everythmg would be overthrown, that he had already 

been ' sworn,' and had seen a 'paper.' It was evident 
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that he belonged to the conspiracy, and Konograi 

thereupon conceived the Idea of jommg the conspiracy 

himself through Pncodco. But the oath was reqUired, 

and he came to ask if the Isp1•avnik would authonse 

him to take It. The latter could not contam himself, 

he was so overjoyed He authorised the man to take 

as many oaths as h& liked, encouraged h1m, and pro

nnsed h1m money and land. In a word, Konograi took 

the oath, and Pricodco showed him the 'papers,' 

which were nothmg less than the plan of the con

spiracy. 

After readmg It, Konogra1 turned to the other 

and said to h1m pomt blank: ' L1sten. You know the 

names and everythmg. Now choose. Either we go 

together to the Irpravmk mth these same papers, and 

you mil be pardoned and have a~ much money as you 

like, or 1t Will be all over mth you, for these papPrs are 

light, and I can carry them by myself' 

In this dtlemma the poor wretch, mstead of k1lhng 
him, turned tra1tor. 

He himself ilid not know all, but havmg g1ven the 

clue, It was not difficult to follow 1t up. In a short 

time the pollee had m therr hands all the threads of 

the conspiracy, and the names of the conspiTators. 

It was a most threatemng matter. The number 

of the affihated was about three thousand ; they ex
tended through several provinces ; and they were-
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orgamsed m a m1htary manner ; the s1gnal of msur

rection, and of cml war, was about to be g1ven, at a 

popular fest1val. 

All th1s marvellous ed1fice was constructed m about 

eight months, and was the w01k of one man alone. 

That man was named Jacob Stefanov1c. He conce1ved 

a plan of unparalleled audac1ty. It was based not only 

upon the asptratwns, but also upon the prejudices, of 

the people whom he knew thoroughly, havmg spent all 

ills early days among them. It was only partially 

approved by the party, and was not afterwards followed. 

The scheme failed. The Government, havmg in 

1ts hands all the documents, arrested more than a 

thousand persons, mcludmg all the leaders. The others 

escaped. Some time afterwards Stefanov1c was also 

arrested by a stratagem, as he was g01;ng to a meetmg, 

WJth the remammg members of the consptracy, and 

w1th h1m h1s fnend Leo Deuc. The pnnter of the 

papers and of the proclamations, John Bokhanovsky, 

was arrested some days before. 

They were 1mpnsoned at K.!eff, and how secure 

that pnson IS I need scarcely say. The1r trml was to 

take place m the summPr of 1878. 
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II. 

I spent that su=er in St. Petersburg. I was very 

often at the house of 1\Iadam X., an able painter, and 

one of the most ferVId adherents of our party. I had 

no duties to perform there, for l\Iadam X., although 

she rendered important serviCes to the common cause, 

worked in a branch of it to wmch I did not belong. 

But it was impossible to resist the fascmatwn of her 

arlishcally elegant presence, and her spi~ited con versa

bon full of 1magmatwn. And I was not the only one 

of the ' lilegal' 1 men to comm1t th1s llttle offence. 

Thub, I used to go there. One day, havmg gone 

somewhat early, I did not find the lady, and remam~d 

wa1tlng for her. Shortly afterwards 1\Iadam R., who 

was a great friend of the ' fanatics ' of K:teff and also a 

friend of Illine, came m. We chatted. Half an hour 

passed thus. Suddenly there came a VIolent ringing 

at the bell of the antechamber. It could not be the 

IUlstress of the house, for I knew her mode of nnging 
1 Once for all I must explam that tins genenc term IS applied m 

Russia to everythmg that eXJsts m despite of the Jaw Thus we 
have the tlkgal, that IS, the secret prCS!!, and thetllcgal men, those who, 
havmg compromiSed theniSelves more or less senously, can no 
longer live under the1r true names, as they would he unmcd•ately 
arrested, and, therefore, changmg theirnames, they live with a pass· 
port either false or lent by some fr10nd who still preserves Jus 
'lcgahtj.' 
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the bell, ne1ther could it be one of our members, for 

'ours' do not rmg in that manner. It must be some 

' authonsed' person. It was a telegraph messenger. 

The telegram was addressed to Madam X., but Madam 

R. opened it, wh1eh d!d not m the least surpnse me, 

knowmg therr fnendship. 

But after havmg glanced at 1t she started up, 

clapped her hands, and mdulged in manifestations of 

the most unbndled delight. 

I was utterly amazed, for I knew that she was not 

of an exc1table d1spos1tion. 

' What IS the matter ? ' I asked. 

'Look ' Look' ' she exclauned, glVlng me the 

telegram. 

I read 1t; the address, and then four words only, 

'Rejoice, boy JUSt born,' then the Signature and 
nothmg else. ' 

' Are you so fond of boys,' I asked, ' or of the 

mother who has g1ven brrth to one?' 

'Mother ' boys ! ' exclaimed Madam R. wavmg her 

hands. 'They have escaped from prison.' 

'Who? who? Where ? How?' 

' StefanoviC, Deuc, and Bokhanovsky ! From K:leff.' 

' All three ? ' 

'Every one of them.' 

I, too, then started up. 

A few days afterwards a letter came announcmg the 
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approachrng arnval of Stefanovrc and Deuc in St. 

Petersburg. I was very anxious to make the acquam· 

tance of these worthy fnends of ours, especially of 

Stefanovrc, With whom some years before I had had 

business relatrons.1 

I begged the fnend who was to meet h1m at the rail

way station to bnng rum to my house, If possible, on 

the mght of hrs arnval. I was hvmg With the passport 

of a high personage. I had an unoccup1ed room, and 

I was m the odour of sanct1ty With the dvomik and 

the landlady of the house. There was not the shghtest 

danger. 

On the day fixed I awruted h1m. The tram amved 

at ten o'clock. I knew that he would first have to go 

somewhere else to change hrs clothes, and punfy 
hvmself, that 1s, throw the spres off h1s track in case 

they should have followed lum from the station. He 

would, therefore, be unable to amve before m1dmght. 

But even at eleven o'clock I could not contam my 

impatience, and looked at the clock every minute. 

The hme passed very slowly. The house where I lived 

was so srtuated that they could only reach 1t by one 

long road, a very long road. I went out to see 1f they 

were commg. 

It was one of those wondrous bnght mghts which 

Wtth us everythmg relatmg to the Rcvolutwn 1s called 'bust· 
ness' Of course, we do not mean commcrc~al or such·hkc bUSIOess 
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are among the greatest beauhes of St. Petersburg, 

when the dawn and the sunset seem to embrace each 

other m the pallid starless sky, from which streams 

forth a rosy, soft, subtle and fantastic glow, and the 

light golden clouds float m an atmosphere of enchant

mg transparency. How I used to love those mghts 1n 

times gone by, when alone m a little duscehubka 
and Wlth a smgle oru, I ghded m the middle of the 

immense Neva, suspended between the arch of heaven 

and that other arch reflected m the black waters, whiCh 

seemed of fathomless depth ; and how I began to 

hate them afterwards, those accursed and dangerous 

nights' 
It was Imposstble to remrun out ; I unght be ob· 

served by a wandenng spy or a policeman on duty and 

have them at my heels, which was not a pleasant 

thought on such a night. I returned more tmpatient 

than ever. But when midnight struck and no one 

came, my Impatience changed mto an actual angmsh, 

unknown to other men, but whiCh Is the most ago

msing torture, and, so to speak, the daily torture of a 

Russian Revolutiomst, who, partmg Wlth his friends or 

his wife for half an hour, is not sure that he mll ever 

see them again. I was a prey to the gloomiest suspi

cwns, when, ten mmutes after midmght, I heard the 

street door open. Then came steps upon my stairs ; I 
opened the door. They were there. I Immediately 
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recognised StefanoVIc, for, while he was in pnson, t,he 

pohce took h1s photograph, as they do w1th all poht1cal 

pnsoners. After his escape these photographs were 

d1stnbuted to the agents who bad to search for bun, and 

some of them naturally fell into our bands. 

I welcomed bun mthout saymg a word, and long 

pressed hun m my arms. Then I warmly thanked my 

fnend, and le,d Stefanov1c mto my room, regardmg 

h1m mth a look of affection. I could scarcely beheve 

my eyes when I saw before me, restored to the hght of 

day, and to our cause, this man who already had the 

hangman's rope around h1s neck, and whom we all 

mourned as dead. 

By a tacit agreement we at once began to treat 

each other as old friends. We recalled our former 

mtercourse. He told me that he d1d not expect to 

£nd me m St. Petersburg, for he had heard 1t rumoured 

m the country that I was still at Geneva. Bemg 

already acquamted mth the detmls of h1s escape, I 

asked h1m m what manner be had travelled, as the 

statwns were full of sp1es m search of him, 

He smiled and at once told me. I looked at h1m, 

this temble man, who, defymg everythmg, alone, 

without any other a1d than h1s mdom1table energy, bad 

succeeded m rendering himself the absolute arbiter of 

so many thousands of those obstmale peasants, and 

who was on the point of becommg the leader of a 



JACOB STEFANOVIC, 61 

temble msurrechon. He was of middle he1ght, and 

somewhat slender, hollow chested, and with narrow 

shoulders. PhysiCally, he must have been very weak. 

I never saw an ugher man. He had the face of a 

negro, or rather of a Tartar, promment cheek~bones, 

a large mouth, and a flat nose. But 1t was an at
tractive ughness. Intelligence shone forth from his 

grey eyes. H1s sm1le had somethmg of the malign 
and of the subtlely sportive, hke the character of the 
Ukraruan race to whJCh he belongs. Wben he men~ 

boned some clever tnck played off upon the police 
he laughed most heart1ly, and showed his teeth, 

which were very fine, and white as 1vory. His entue 
countenance, With h1s wnnkled forehead, and his cold, 

firm look, expressed a resolution and, at the same time, 

a self~command which nothmg could disturb. I ob~ 

served that, m speakmg, he did not use the slightest 

gesture. 
We spoke of the common fnends whom he had 

ViSited on the way, of the projects about which he 
had come to St. Petersburg, and of many other 

thmgs, 

Chell Iacer o_bello, Sl com' era ll parlar colA dov' era. 

I could not but appreciate the soundness of h1s 

judgment, upon many questwns, whiCh he always 

looked at from a very ongmal and very practical s1de, 
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but espec1ally Ius knowledge of men, whom he could 

estimate after a few days acquamtanee, though I 

observed that he always showed a somewhat pessmust 

tendency. 
The day was far advanced when we fimshed our 

conversatiOn in order to take a httle rest. 

III. 

Stefanov1c remamed for a whole month m St Peters

burg. We saw each other very often. I afterwards 

had many opportumt1es of seemg h= and of becom

ing acquamted mth rum, wh1ch 1s the same as saymg, 

of lovmg h1m. He 1s a man of a very ongmal and 

very complex dtspos1tton. He has great force of mmd 

and character; one of those who, under favourable ctr

cumstances, become prophetical. He has the extremely 

rare faculty of understandtng how to dtrect the masses, 

as he showed at Ctghmno. But ills force IS not that 

wruch goes strmght to 1ts obJect, as a ball from a can

non, smashmg and overtbrowmg everytruug that op

poses it. No; 1t IS a force that dehghts m conceal

ment, that bends, but only to stand firm agam after

wards He JS sa1d to be, and IS beheved to be, very 

astute. He 1s an extremely reset ved man, enttrely 

concentrated m h1mself. He speaks httle; m pubhc 

meetmg~, never. He always hstens qutte doubled up, 
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mth hts head bent as 1f asleep. He never enters mto 

any theoretical dtscusswns, whtch he desptses, and 

when he 1s compelled to be present at the readmg of 

a 'programme' or 'memorandum' he sleeps m very 

truth, and snores loudly. 

He is a man of actwn exclustvely; but yet not of 

=ed1ate actwn, hke those whose hands ttch to be at 

work. He knows how to watt. He 1S a man of far

reachmg plans; he IS the finest type of the orgamser 

whom I have ever known. Hts clear and emmently 

practical mmd, hts firm and cautious character, hts 

knowledge of men, and of the art of dealmg mth 

them, wh1eh he possesses 1n marvellous perfectwu, 

render htm particularly adapted for thts htghly dlili

cult office. He 1s very sceptical mth regard to men, 

but at the same time IS capable of a fnendshtp 

whwh borders on adoration. Hts most mtlmate friend 

1s L., from whom he ts never separated except when 

absolutely compelled by 'busmess,' and then they wnte 

long letters to each other every day, whtch they Jea

lously keep, showmg them to no one, affordmg thus a 

subJect of everlasting rtdtcule among thetr friends. 

N otwtthstandmg all the VICISSitudes of hts hfe, he has 

never broken off hts mtercourse mth h1s father, an old 

v11lage pnest; a somewhat dangerous thtng in the case 

of a man who has thrown whole c1ties mto commotiOn, 

when it was suspected that he would be found tn them. 
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He greatly loves and venerates h1s father and often 

speaks of him, relating w1th espec~al pleasure anecdotes 

of hun, and quoting passages from his letters, which 

show lus rude intelhgence and h1s honest and upnght 

heart. 
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DE11fETRIUS CLEMENS. 

J. 

HE 1s no longer so very young ; he 1s one of the 

oldest c!a!km z~, and IS now about thlrty-sL"':, or thirty

seven years of age. He was arrested m l\!arch 1879, 

and IS now m S1bena. 

There IS nothmg of the conspirator 1n h1s bearmg. 

He IS a straightforward man, .tn excellent compamon, 

an unnvalled talker; h1s language 1s fluent, full of 

1magmabon and p1quancy, adorned w1th all the trea

sures of the ncb popular Russmn tongue, whiCh he 

speaks as Gmsh wrote the Tuscan. 

He IS perhaps the best of our popular propagan

dists. He has a manner peculiar to h1mself, absolutely 

1D1m1table. It IS not that of Katenna Bresckovska1a 

passwnate and prophetic, nor IS 1t Socratic and search-, 

jug hke that of J\'IJChael Kupmnoff, a young man of 

genms who d1ed in pnson at the age of mneteen. 

Demetrms Clemens carnes on h1s propagand1sm m a 

facetious spmt. He laughs, and makes the old pea

sants, generally Imperturbable, spht the1r s1des w1th 

F 
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laughter as they hsten to h1m. He so contnves, how

ever, that w1tb all this laughter some senous thought 

1s hammered 1nto therr beads and remams there He 

was one of the most successful m obtmmng adherents 

to SoCialism among the people, and the workmen of 

the towns. 

HIS addresses in some VIllage l.abak, or humble 

tavern, were genome masterpieces. I remember that, 

when I went ~11th h1m upon some propagand1stjourney, 

I very often had no' heart to mtroduce myself, and 

mterrnpt his mexhaushble flow of bnlhant Improvisa

tion, and, in spite of myself, mstead of bemg a propa

gandist, became a mere hstener and adm1rer of a work 

of art. His face is not at all handsome, somewhat 

ugly, but IS one of those wh1ch once seen cannot be 

forgotten, so pecuhar 1s 1t. The upper part, w1th that 

broad forehead of the thmker, and those chestnut

coloured eyes, soft, VIVacious, piercmg, from which the 

hght of a restramed acuteness shmes forth, show him 

to be a European and a man of cultivated and elevated 

mind. From the eyes downwards, however, be m1ght 

be taken for a Kalmuck, a Kugh1s, a Baskir, It may be, 

but notfor a representative of the Caucasian. Not that 

there IS anythmg m It of the savage or deformed; nay, 

h1s mouth with h1s thm and carved-hke bps is very 

fine, and h1s smile bas somethmg very sweet anC: 

attractive. Vl'hat stnkes one, however, at firFt s1ght, 
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and gives such a strange character to h1s entue coun

tenance, IS a nose that cannot be subJected to any defi

mtwn; broad, somewhat turned up, and so flat that, m 

profile, 1t 1s almost 1mpercept1ble-a ventable freak of 

nature. 

If we wanted to fiud two men to persomfy by their 

characters, a complete ant1tbes1s m everythmg, we 

should find them m Jacob •Stefano;1c and Demetrms 

Clemens 

The one 1s the type of a powerful orgamser; the 

other never orgamsed any crrcle or secret somety, and 

never tried to do so, m all h1s hfe. The one wtth h1s 

look, always fixed upon some great obJect, full of that 

cold fanat1c1sm wh1ch stops before no humancons!dera

bon, would have held out h1s hand to the dev!l rumself, 

1f the devil could have been of any use to h1m m the 

executwn of rus vast des1gns. The other, tranqml and 

serene m his devotwn to the cause of So01ahsm, recog

nised no compromise, and was never led away by any 

consideratiOns whatever of 1mmedlate utlhty. 

The former, g1fted mth an Immense Pnergy, and an 

Immovable mil, bent men and masses to an object 

selected and determmed by h1mself alone. The other 

never bent anyone. He was absolutely mcapable of 1t, 

and he even d1shked those who seemed disposed to 

sacnfice the1r own w11! to h1s. 
p 2 
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N otWlthstanding thts, there was no man who had 
such unluruted mfluence over all around htm, both 
mdmduals and C~rcles, as Demetrms Clemens, 

A word of hts termmated the bttterest dtscuss10n, 
settled dtfferences wluch seemed meconctlable. Thts 
unstudted mfluence wluch arose, so to speak, spon~ 

taneously, wherever he entered, espeCially showed It
self m Ius personal mtercourse. I have never known, 
or even heard of, a man who could arouse tn so many 
persons a feelmg, so profound, of fnendshtp, or rather 
adoration, as Demetnus Clemens. I have seen several 
letters wrttten to htm by vanous persons. If I had 
not known from whom they came, and to whom they 
were addressed, I should have taken them for love~ 
letters, 

This feelmg was not that transtent enthustasm, 
cerla.tn bnlltant types are able to msptre, whtch glows 
wtth splendour for a moment, hke fireworks, leavmg 
behmd tt the darkness more profound. Demetnus 
Clemens ts never forgotten. A heart once conquered 
by htm, IS hts for ever. Netther ttme, nor distance, 
ean destroy, or even weaken, the feelmg expenenced 
for lum. 

What is there, then, about thts extraordmary man 
whiCh enables htm thus to fascmate every heart? 

He has a heart as boundless as the ocean. 

Not that he forms fuendsh1ps very readily. No; 
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hke all men of deep feehngs he 1s very slow to open 

h1s heart. Nay, all unconscious of h1s own quaht1es1 

he considers himself harsh and cold, and thus the feel

mgs of devotiOn whiCh he unwtttmgly arouses, oppress 

h1m1 trouble h1m. Perhaps he believes himself mcapa

ble of respondmg to them. They appear to h1m hke 

stolen objects to whiCh he has no nght. 

No reproach of th1~ kmd, however, would ever be 

uttered by any of h1s many fnends, for hts m01al g1fts 

are such, that even the smallest. whiCh he bestows are 

treasures. 

The affectiOn felt for h1m counts for nothmg m the 

love whiCh he feels for everyone. He IS trulymcorrup

tlble. But there IS no gift of mmd or heart, among 

hts fr1ends, whwh he fmls to discover, and exaggerate 

m h1s generostty. He never regards a pet son for the 

use he may be to the party Among so many con

spuators he remams a man. 'When he accosts anyone 

he does not do so w1th any hidden object, as all 

orgamsers and conspirators are rompelled to do; for 

they have of necess1ty to turn all men to account 

as mstruments of their designs. Eve1yone, therefore, 

feels at ease and confident w1th h1m. All are ready to 

g1ve up theu whole heat ts to h1m, and blmdly follow h1s 

every word, bemg certam that he Will attentively 

watch over, and be the first to warn them 1f they run 

the shghtest nsk, 
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And should he wish to send anyone on any danger

ous work, 1t would be undertaken wtthout a smgle 
moment's hesttatlon. If but Demetrius Clemens says so 

there lb no room for doubtmg that hfe must be nsked ; 

othefWlse he would not have adVIsed 1t. 
Demetrius Clemens has, however, never acted thus. 

He htmself has gone forth mto danger, very Wlllmgly, 
but not one man has he ever sent mto danger m all 
his hfe. Even those httle nsks which an 'illegal ' 

man IS compelled to avoid as they often nught cost 
him his hfe, while a legal man IS only m danger of 
some few days' arrest-even these he has always taken 

upon himself, never allowmg anyone to place himself tn 

jeopardy for rum. N etther the remonstrances, nor the 
most bttter reproaches of h1s best fnends, have eYe! 
avmled to shake th1s detenmnahon, or mduce h1m not 
to nsk hts hfe so hghtly-a hfe too prec1ons to the 
cause. Thts was prec1sely what Clemens would on no 
account recogmse. He 1s modesty 1tself, although he 
has nothmg of that degradmg ChriStian hum1hatiOn 
bequeathed to us by ages of slavery and hypocnsy 
which often conceals the most unbndled arrogance. 
He, on the contrary, 1s Independent, proud of his 
d!gmty as a man, mcapable of bendmg hts head before 
anyone. 

Modesty seems m him the most natural thmg m 
the world. He does not recogmse 1n h1mself any of 
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those marvellous gtfts whtch have made hrm one of the 

most popular and most esteemed men of all the party; 

a party certamly not wanting m fum mmds, uprrght 

characters, or generous hearts. 

Owmg to an opttcalllluswn, not yet e:tplamed by 

sCienttfic men, he sees all these quahtres, not m htm

self but tn hts fnends. 

II. 

Demetnus Clemens \\ds born upon the banks of the 

Volga, where hts father was a land steward, and passed 

all hts youth m the mtdst of the rough po.Pulatwn of 

the nomadw herdsmen of the Immense Steppes, so 

well desc11bed m one of hts poems, whrch I hope he 

wtll fimsh some day. 

F10m thts ad venturous hfe, face to fa.ce wrth 

nature, Wlld and tmposmg, hts character de11ved that 

poetical sentiment, and that love of danger, whtch he 

ha; preserved all hts hfe. 

Hts cowage, however, 1s as o11gmal as hts manner 

of carrymg on hrs propagandtsm. He laughs at danger, 

not hke a "'aruor who finds m tt a stimulant, but hke 

an artist who, so to speak, enJoys 1t plactdly, espectally 

tts humorous srde. 

Hts he:u t seems really mcapable by nature of 

f.>lteung Amtd the gteatest danger Clemens is not 

the least exctted He keeps qmte cool and laughs and 
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jokes as though nothmg were the matter. Hence 
ar1ses his really extraordmary p1esence of mmd. He 
extncates h1mself from the greatest perplentles mth a 
marvellous dextenty, often mth a VlB cormca, winch 
shows that he thought nothmg whatever of the danger, 
but delighted rather m certam positions whiCh lend 
themselves to the humorous. He IS capable of grave 
Imprudence, not from braggadociO, for he has not the 
least trace of It, but from mere love of waggery. 

Thus, at the commencement of h1s revolutionary 
career bjlmg already 'wanted' by the pohce, although 
he had not yet taken a false passport, he went m 
person to the Procurator, to beg him to set at hbert3, 
proVIsiOnally, a pollt1cal pmonei, Anatol Serdmkoff, 
offermg Ins own bali. Fortunately the Procuratm, 
who was new m office, knew nothmg about lum, and 
Clemens played h1s part so well, that the official 
granted h1s request. But for a change m the arrange
ment of the tnal of Serdmkoff, a political pnsoner 
would actually have been released on the bail of <1 

man who was h1mself a fug~hve from JUStice 

At other times h1s enterrmseo assumed the most 
humorous character, and he bestowed upon them a p!O
fuswn of detml, and a di!Jgence of elaboratiOn, hke a 
true dilettante. To relate one among so many, I Will 
c1te his JUVenile escapade of ten years ago; the hbera

tlOn of a certa.Jn Tels1eff, compromised, but not gravely, 
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in the tual of NecMeff, and ex!led by adnnmstratlve 

order to Petrosavodsk, one of the towno of Northern 

RusSI<~. Clemens went there With false pape1s, as an 

engmeer employed to make certam geologiCal re

searches m Fmland. He presented hlmself to all the 

authonhes under the pretext of askmg for the neces

sary mformatwn, and succeeded m fascmatmg all of 

them. For a whole week he remamed at Petrosavodsk, 

and was the town-talk, people nvallmg each other m 

entertammg him. Havmg qmetly orgamsed the 

escape of Tels1eff, he departed m company With the 

latter, so as not to sUbJ~Ct htm to the mks of travellmg 

alone. Notwithstandmg this, Clemens played his pm t 

so well that no one at Petrosavodsk m the least sus

pected that he had had anythmg to do w1tb the matter. 

A yeai afterwards, m fact, one of his fnends was pass

mg thlough the same town, and the Ispmvmlc asked 

him whether he knew a certam engmeer named Sturm, 

and after havmg told the most marvellous stones 

respectmg hts stay at Petrosavodsk, added· 

'A very worthy man He promised to pay us a 

vislt when he retmned f10m Fmland, but we ha\e not 

seen h1m smce. llf01e's the ptty. Perhaps he returned 

by sea.' 
What would he have sa1d, had he known who that 

engmeer named Sturm was? 
It 1s not, however, gtfts of mmd, nor those of heart, 
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whtch form the most stnkmg part of hts indmduahty, 
so fertile and diversified. The most strtkmg part IS 

intellect. Clemens has one of the most powerful m
tellects to be found among our party. Notmthstand
mg the active part he has taken m the movement 
from 1ts commencement, and all the tnbulat10ns of an 

'tllegal' man, he has always kept up to the level of 
European mte!lectual progress, and, although naturally 
mclmed towards econ01ruc sctence, has never confined 
himself to that branch alone 

Eager for knowledge, he mshed to kiww every
thmg, wtthout heedmg whether he could denve from 1t 

any Immediate advantage. 

I remember how dehghted he was mth Helmholtz's 
lectures on physws, wluch he attended m the year 
1875, while he was staymg tn Berhn I had some 
trouble to make htm discontmue sendmg abstracts of 
them to me tn the letters whiCh he wrote to me at St. 

I 

Petersburg. 

His VIews were as mde as hts eagerness for know
ledge was ardent 

He 1s not a party man. A Soc~ahst of profound 
convtehons, as a man so versed 10 economic and socml 
science could not fat! to be, he brought to the serviCe 
of our cause both hts V4St !earnmg and his clear and 
persptcac10us mtelhgence But he was not made for 
the narrow hmtts of the secret soctety. For htm the 
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society to whtch he belonged could not become country, 

famt!y, everythmg. He always hved somewhat apart. 

He had no trace of that party ambttion whtch !S one of 

the most powerful mot! ves of the conspirator. He 

loved the whole world, and neglected no occaswn of 

tak:mg part mtts hfe. Thus he wrote, not only for the 

secret press, bnt even more for the 'legal ' press, m 

vartous St. Petersburg revtews, under dtfferent pseu

donyms, and dtd so, not only because he wtshed to be 

more mdependent, and to hve only by the frutts of his 

own la.bour, but because he wanted a larger audten~e, 

and wider subjects than the secret press could furnish 

htm With. 

He has never stded wtth those groups whtch have 

so often dlVlded the t evolutwnary party mto hosttle 

camps. Full of fatth m Soctahst pnnctples, m 

general, he was very sceptical wtth regard to the dtffe

rent, means whtch at vanous t1mes the Revoluttomsts 

looked upon as um ver;al panaceas. Thts scephctsm 

evtdently paralysed lus strength m an underground 

struggle, m wh~eh, owmg to the narrow hmits of 

the ground, only very exceptional means and methods 

cap. be adopted. 

As a conspirator, therefore, he was never of great 

Importance Wtth hts nreststlble personal fascmatwn, 

he could attract to the Soctahst party a large number 

of adherents from all classes, espeCially from among 
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the yoU11g. But once havmg entered the party, he 
was absolutely mcapable of gmdmg them to any fixed 

obJect; others bad to do that. 
Not that he was wantmg m that force of character 

whiCh makes a man arbrter of the Wlll of others. On 
the contrary ; of thls power he g1ves the most rm
portant proof m h1s magnetic personal fascmation. 

Nor was he wanhng, even, m the power of makmg 
his own 1deas prevarl, when necessary. W1thout the 
shghtest tinge of dmb1tlon, or vami y, he possesses m 
the hlghest degree the rare courage of gomg agamst 
the oprmons, and the feelings of everybody, when they 

appear to h1m unreasonable. I remember well how 
' 

often he stood alone m opposmg the opm1on of the 
en trre party. 

But he has ne1ther that authontah ve spmt, nor that 
seventy of mmd, which spnng from a passiOnate fartb, 
and are necessary m leadmg a group of men to an 
undertakmg, often desperate. 

In the revolutionary movement, therefore, he drd 
not do the hundredth part of what, by lus natural 
gtfts, he should have been capable of domg. 

W1th hls vast mtellect and his noble character, hf' 
1n1ght have been one of those who lead a nation to a 
better future, but he IS mcapable of leadmg a band of 
young men to death. 

He 1s a splendtd example of the thmker, wtth all 
lus ments, and all his defects. 
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VALERIAN OSSINSKY. 

I. 

I HAD but few opportumbes of seemg h1m, for, sw1ft 

as the wind of the desert, he traversed all Russ1a, 

especially the southern part, m whiCh were the prm

Cipal Cucles he was connected w1th, while I always re

mamed m St. Petersburg. It was m that c1ty I saw 

him when he came for only three or four days, to rus

appear afterwards hke a hghtmng flash, and tills 

t1me for ever. 

It was an ugly t1me. General 1\fesentzeff had been 

lulled m broad dayhght, m one of the prmc1pal streets 

in the cap1tal, and those by whom he was k11led had 

d1sappeared w1thouf leavmg any trace behmd them. 

Th1s bemg the first act of the lund, 1t produced an 

1mmense ImpressiOn. The first moment of bemlder

ment over, the pollee scoured the whole c1ty. In

numerable searches were made, and summary arrests 

took place m the streets on the slightest suspicion. 

The report ran, though perhaps 1t was an exaggera-
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t1on, that dunng the first two days the number of 

arrests reached a thousand. 
It was extremely dangerous for us tllega~ men to 

show ourselves out of doors. I was compelled, there

fore, to sUbJect myself to one of the greatest annoy
ances wh1eh can be:full us m our troubled hfe, that of 
'quarantme.' I went to the house of one of our most 
fa1thful fnends, who occup1ed a post wh!Ch placed h1m 
beyond all susp1c1on on the part of the pohce; and 
there I had to remam concealed Wlthout ever gomg out, 
even at wght. It wear1ed me to death. I wrote a 
httle work; and, when I could wnte no longer, I read 
French novels to kill time. From tlme to time some 
fnends came, out of compasswn, to see me. One day 
Olga N came and told me that Valenan Ossmsky was 
in St. Petersburg. I d1d not know h1m personally, but 
had frequently heard of rum. It was very natural that 
I should Wlsh to see rum, espec~ally as 1t would be an 
excellent pretext for escapmg for a day, at all events, 
from my msupportable 1mpnsonment. 

I went out at dusk. The streets were almost de
berted, for my fnend's house was m the outskirts of the 
eap1tal. 

As the greatest precautiOns had, however, to be 
taken both m leaVIng and m retu.rwng, I went m an 

oppos1te d!rectlon to that whwh I ought to have taken. 
After many turnings I entered a bustl!ng street. I saw 
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mounted Cossacks, lance m hand, and at every step 

began to run agamst spres, walkmg or standmg about. 

It was the easrest thmg m the world to recogmse them. 

That embarrassed ru.r, that glance full of susprcron 

and fear whiCh they fix upon the face of every passer

by, are s1gns which do not deceive an expenenced eye. 

These, however, were professional sptes. The others, 

that ts, the ' temporary ' spies, had a much more 

comical appearance. They were eVIdently only pnvate 

soliliers dressed up as civilians, as could be seen at a 

glance. They always went about in httle parties, and, 

hke men accustomed for so many years to mihtary 

semce, could not m any way adapt themselves to 

megular movements. They always, therefore, kept m 

file. They were dressed,m the most grotesque manner. 

As m the hurry different clothes could not be obtamed 

for each, whole detachments had the same hats, the 

same overcoats, the same trousers. Some wore great 

blue spectacles, as large as cart-wheels, to gtve them

selves the appearance of students. It was such a 

comical s1ght, that 1t was dtfficult to keep from 

laughmg. 
After passmg m rev1ew several of these detach· 

ments, I proceeded towards the head-quarters of our 

Crrcle. In passmg through a ne1ghbounng lane, I 

ra1sed my head to see If a httle parasol still remru.ned 

m a well-known window. It was the signal that all 
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was qwet, for at the first alarm 1t would dibappear. 
There It was. But as I knew that the police, havmg 
heard of the employment of signals, not unfrequently 
examined thoroughly all the wmdows, and, after 
malang an arrest, replaced everythmg which had been 

there before, I was not satisfied with th1s mspection, 
and kept on. After havmg turned sevPral times to the 
r1ght, and to the left, I entered a place where I was 
certam to find safe mformabon, which no police m the 
world could get mnd of, or use as a trap, even if ap

priSed of 1t. 
This place was a public latrme (1f I may be allowed 

to say so). There, m a place agreed upon, I was sure 
to find an Imperceptlb.le signal, whiCh was changed 
every mommg, and m tiiDes of great danger, twiCe a 
day. There was the s1gn, and 1t smd, clearly enough, 
' qmte qwet' All doubt was at an end. 

However, as the 'InformatiOn Agency,' as we jest
mgly called th1s place, was more than a mile d1stant 
from our head-quarters, and as m gomg there I might 
attract the attentiOn of some spy, I mshed on the way 
to assure myself that I was not followed. I have never 
had the habit of lookmg back ; 1t 1s the most dangerous 
thmg that can be 1magmed, and every one in a Similar 
pos1bon should be expressly warned agamst It, for rt rs 
the most certam means of bnngmg Spies about ,you. 
The best way to avoid bemg followed by them, 1s to 



VALERIAN OSSINSKY 81 

pay no attention to them, and not to thmk about them 

at all. :My case bemg, however, exceptwnal, on meet

mg a handsome woman, I looked her full m the face, 

and when she had passed I turned 10und as though to 
look at her agam. 

There was nobody. 

I was JUSt on the threshold of our retreat, and 

qmetly ascended the stall's. I rang m a pecuhar 

manner, aud was at once admitted. 

The room was full of people. Upon the rough 

wooden table were some bottles of beer, a dish of 

bacon, and another of salt fish, I had arrived, thus, at 

a lucky moment. It was one of our httle ' banquets,' 

which, from time to time, the Nihilists mdulge 1n; as 

a relief, perhaps, from the tensiOn of mmd m whiCh 

they are ah\ays compelled to live. It was the amval 

of Ossmsky whiCh was bemg celebrated on this occasiOn. 

He, however, was not there, 

All bemg m the best of spmts, I was welcomed 

most amicably, notwithstandmg that I had broken 

bounds, and I Jomed the merry party. I was very 

fond of these ' banquets,' for it IS difficult to Imagme 

anythmg more lively. All these men were '1Ilegal ' 
• 

people, more or less senously compromised. All 

camed daggers m theu belts, and loaded revolvers, 

and were ready m case of a surpnse, to defend them

selves to the last drop of their blood. But always 

G 
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accustomed to h ve beneath the sword of Damocles, 

they at last gave not the shghtest heed to 1t. It was, 

perhaps, this very danger wh!ch rendered the memment 

more unrestramed. Laughter and smart remarks were 

heard all over the room. And m the corners, couples 

could be seen talkmg apart in a low vo1ce ; they 

were fnends, new and old, pourmg out the1r hearts 

to each other-another pecuhanty of these banquets. 

Now and then, the traditional s1gns of the German 

'Bruderschaft' were to be seen. Tills need of gmng 

unrestraned expressiOn to feehng, so natwal among 

people alhed more by comm=ty of effort, Ideas, and 

dangers, than by ties of blood, communicated to 

these rare gathermgs somethmg poetical and tender, 

whwh rendered them beyond measure attract! ve. 

II. 

I asked for news of Ossmsky. They told me that 

he had gone to a fnend's, but that he would come 
without fail shortly. 

In about half an hour, In fact, he entered the room, 

holdmg m his hand, encased m an elegant black gloH, 

111S hat With the regulatwn cockade, whwh he wore ex
pressly as a kmd of passport. 

I advanced towards h~m. I shook rum by the hand, 

and held 1t for a t1me m my own, bemg unable to take 
my eyes off h!m. 
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He was as beautiful as the sun. Lithe, well-pro

portioned, strong and flexible as a blade of steel. His 

head, mth Its flaxen hair somewhat thrown back, was 

gracefully poised upon his delicate and smewy neck. 

His h1gh and fair forehead was furrowed, upon his 

somewhat narrow temple, by some blue vems. A 

straight nose, whiCh m profile seemed as though 1t had 

been carved by an art1st1C chisel, gave to h1s counte

nance that chmacter of classtc beauty'\\hlCh IS so rare m 

Russta, Small wh1skers, and an elegant flaxen beard, 

concealed a very delicate, expressive, eager mouth, and 

all thts Apollo-hke face was hghted up by two very fine 

blue eyes, large, mtelhgent, full of fire, and of youth~ 

ful darmg. 

He had come from Kteff, h1s favounte c1ty, but had 

passed through all the pnnc1pal towns of Southern 

RuSSia; f10m which, havmg VISited all the revolutionary 

Circles, he brought us the latest mfo1matwn of wlmt 

was domg, and bemg projected. 

He was delighted, beyond all expressiOn, by the 

immense development whiCh the Terrousm had taken 

m so short a tune, and exaggeratmg It, Wlth ills fervid 

1roagmatwn, antiCipated from It mcalculable results. 

I d1d not share all his ovei -sangume hopes. When he 

spoke, however, 1t was impossible to res1st the fasci

natiOn of his fiery eloquence. 

He was not a good speaker m the mdmary sense of 

o2 
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the term
1 

but there was m Jus words that force whiCh 
spnngs from profound fa1th, that contagwus enthusi

asm whwh mvoluntarlly commumcates Itself to the 
llstener. The tone of h1s voiCe, the expresswn of h1s 
face, persuaded not Jess than h1s words. He possessed 
the great g~ft of knowmg how to make h1s heare1s-not 

opponents, but alhes who endeavoured on the1r s1de to 
convmce themselves, m order to be able to assent to 

Jus assert1ons. 
In llstemng to h1m I felt how true must be, certam 

rumours attaclung to h1s name. 

On the followmg day Ossmsky came to see me. 

Three ~r four d.tys afterwards I agam left my den, 1n 
order to proceed to our retreat, but I found there only 

a farewell note from Ossmsky, who had left the pre-
, v1ous evemng for Odessa. 

I never saw hnn agam. 
In the spnngofl879hewasarrested atK1eff. H1s 

tnal took place on l\Iay 5, 1879. He was condemned 
to death. The prosecut10n was unable to brmg forward 
anythmg of 1mportante agamst hllll. The one act for 

which he was conviCted, was merely that of havmg felt 
for h1s revolver, w1thout drawmg 1t from h1s pocket. 
But the Government knew that 1t had m 1ts clutches, 

one of the most' mfluenbal members of the 'l'erronst 
party, and th1s sufficed to deternune 1t to dictate the 
sentence to the JUdges. 
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He rece1 ved the announcement of the sentence w1th 

head erect, hke the true warrwr he was, 

Durmg the ten days whiCh elapsed between the 

verd1ct and the sentence, he remamed qmte cahn and 

cheerful. He encouraged h1s fnends, and never had a 

smgle moment of deJechon. When h1s mother and 

h1s s1ster came to VISit h1m, although he knew that 

the sentence had already been confirmed by the Govern4 

ment, he told them that h1s pumshment had been 

commuted; but m an undertone he appnsed h1s Sister, 

a young gul of s1xteen, that he should probably d1e on 

the morrow, and begged her to prepare the1r mother 

for the sad mtelhgence. On the day of h1s executwn 

he wrote a long letter to h1s fnends, whtch may be 

called b1s political testament. He say~ very httle m 

1t of h1mself or ofh1s senttments. Completely absorbed 

in the work of the party, be directed h1s thoughts to4 

wards the mean~ to be adopted, and the errors to be 

avo1ded. It IS a monument elected' by h~mself upon his 

own tomb, whiCh wlil never be forgotten. 

On the mornmg of l\fay 14, he was taken to the 
I 

scaffold, w1th two of his compamons, Antonoff, and 

Brantner. By a refinement of cruelty, hi> eyes were 

not bandaged, and he was compelled to look upon the 

agomsmg wntbmgs of h1s compamons, whiCh m a short 

t1me, he was h1mself to undergo. At th1s horr1ble 
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s1ght bts physwal nature, over wh1eh the w1ll of man has 

no control, gave way, and the head of Valerian became, 

in five nunutes, as wmte as that of an old man. But 

1us spmt rema~ned unsubdued. The vile gendarmes 

accosted lum at th1s pomt, and suggested that he should 

petition for pardon. He repelled them mdignantly, and, 
refus1ng theh11nd of the executwner, ascended the steps 

of the scaffold alone and With a fum step. A pnest 

came to offer htm the Cross. \'.'ith an energehc shake 

of the head, he md!cated that he would not recogms.e 

the niler of heaven any more than the ruler of earth. 

The gendarmes ordered ·the mthtary band of the 

troops whtch surrounded the scaffold, to pl.ty the 

lcomannska~a, a hvely and mdecent song. 

A few mmutes later, Valenan Ossmsky had ceased to 
extst. 

III. 

He was a man nchly endowed.\\ 1th eve1 ytlnng whtch 

gtves us the power to command events. He was not an 

orgamser. He was too sangwoe to be able to proVIde 
for small matters, as well as great All the force of 

h1s mmd was concentrated upon one sole obJect, md!

cated to htm by hts almost mfalhble revolutwnary 
mstmct. He was always m the vanguatd advocatmg 
plans, 1vh1Ch sometimes were accomplished years after

wards. Thus m, the year 1878, when the Terronsm 
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was still m tts mfancy, he was already a parttsan of 

Czarie1de, and of the mtroductwn mto the revolutwnary 

programme, of a dtsbnct and outspoken demand for 

pohttcal changes. 

He was a man of actwn. Wh1le the Propagandtst 

movement lasted he held aloof. It was only m the 

wmter of the year 1877, when words gave place to deeds, 

that he JOmed the movement, and brought to 1t the 

a1d of h1s fiery energy. 

He possessed m the htghest degree one of the 

gtea:est of human forces, the fatth whtch removes 

mountams. 

Tills fatth he mfused mto all who approached htm. 

He naturally became, thus, the soul of every under· 

takmg m whtch he took part. Wtth hts extraordmary 

energy there was scatcely any revolutwnarymovement m 

the South of Russia m whiCh he dtd not take part, as 

Ius fnend Stefanovtc declares, who also belongs to the 

South. No one could be deJected when Valenan 

Ossmsky was by hts stde ; for he ammated everyone mth 

h1s enthustasttc and steadfast fatth and example. He 

was always the fi1 st to throw h1mself mto the thtckest 

of the fight, and undertook the most dangerous part 

m every enterpnse. He was courageous to rashness. 

When a mere lad of eleven, hearmg that a neigh

bour's bouse was surrounded by the band of a famous 

bngand, and there bemg none of Ius elders at home, 
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he went wtth ills father's gun upon hts shoulder to 

render asststance. Fortunately the report was untrue, 

and he returned umnJured. Tills httle mCident gtves 
an 1dea of the courage of the future Terronst. To 
gtve an 1dea of h1s chivalrous heart, 1t need only be 
sa1d that thts netghbour was a mortal enemy of his 
f<~ther, and of all hts family. 

As an 1llustrahon of the rrreS!Sbble mfluence of h1s 

language I wul mte a fact, wlllch 1s certamly not very 
Important, but nevertheless 1s very charactenst1c. 
ValerJan Ossmsky was one of the most famous collectors 
of money The Revolutwnary party, especmlly after 
the Terronsm had been elevated mto a system, had 

great need of money, and to find 1t was always a most 
difficult task. 

In th1s branch few could be compared With Valermn 
Ossmsky. Hts achievements of th!b nature were 
common talk, so marvellous we1e they. A close-fisted 

gentleman or a llllserly old lady would be profuse in 
the1r ptty for the Revolutwmsts, and m thetr sympathy 
With liberal 1deas, and yet kept thm purse strmgs 
tight, and were the despm of all who tr1ed to mduce 

them to g1ve more efficacwus mdJCatwns of the1r senti
ments. The cleverest succeeded m obtammg from 
them only some ten or twenty roubles, and these were 
lucky 1ndeed. 

Let but Y alermn Ossmsky present h1mself, however, 
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and the close-fisted gentleman and the mmrly old 

lady opened their heavy purses wtth a s1gh, and drew 

forth, m some cases, five thousand, m other cases ten 

thousand roubles, sometimes more, and gave them to 

th1s lrreststlble young man, whose language '\\as so 

eloquent, whose countenance was so attractive, and 

whose bearmg was so gentle and courteous. 

He had uothmg about h1m of the pedantic morahst, 

or of the pnest. He was a wamor, strong of heart and 

arm. He loved danger, for he was at home m It, as m 

h1s natural element. The struggle mflamed htm with 

its fevensh exc1tement. He loved glory. He loved 

women-and was loved m return. 
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PETER KRAPOTKINE. 

I. 

HE 1s not the leader of the N1h1hstmovement, as he 1s 

called throughout Europe. He has not even the least 

influence over the modem Russian revolutlonary move

ment; no hterary mfluence, for ever since he has 

res1ded abroad he has never wntten except m the 

French language; no personal mfluence, for at tills 

moment he 1s known m Russm only by name. Tins 

fact, however strange 1t may appear to the reader, lS 

the natural consequence of another. Krapotkme IS 

a refugee; and the pohtlcal refugees, who reside m the 

var1ous Cities of Europe, have not the shghtest mfluence, 

whether separately or collectively, upon tl:!e revolu

tionary movement of the1r country. 

The th!ng may appear mcredtble, yet any man of 

JUdgment who th!nks about 1t for a smgle moment, 

Will not fat! to recogu1se the absolute truth of my 

assertions, Only two thmgs have to be taken mto 

consideration, the general character of the Russmn 

movement, and the distance between RuSSla and the 
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countnes in which the refugees can res1de, Switzerland, 
l<'ian~e, Italy, England; for no one would trust him
self etther in Prussia or Austna. I w1ll cite one smgle 
fact. To exchange letters w1th Smtzerland, which 
1s the nearest country of all, a fortmght must always 
elapse, allowmg a few days for the reply. 

Now, an order, supposmg one has to be gwen, or 
even advice, 1vould reach St. Petersburg a fortmght, or, 
at all events, ten days after 1t bad been asked for. 
Now m Russ1a the struggle Is no longer carried on ex
clusively by mental effort, as 1t was five years ago. It IS 

a struggle, arms m band, a thorough war, 1n whiCh the' 

llllnutest precautlons have to be taken m accordance 
w1tb the latest movements of the enemy. Let us sup
pose that an 'attempt agamst the Emperor 1s bemg 
prepared. The shgbtest change m b1s 1tmerary, m the 
route he mll take, m the measures he mll adopt for Ins 
safety, 1mmedmtely cause the whole plan of attack to 
be changed. 

'What ·orders could be g1ven from J.ondon, from 
Pans, from Smtzerland ? Who would be so stup1dly 
presumptuous as to beheve h1mself m a pos1t10n to 
give them ? W'ho would be so stuptd as to attnhute 
any value to them? Let us suppose for a moment, 
that a general w1shed to carry on a war in Turkey, 
whtle remaming m St. Petersburg. What would 
be sa1d by every man mth a particle of judgment? 
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Yet thts general would have an 1mmense advantage, 

that of possessmg the telegraph, wh1le we have 

nothmg, but the laggard post. 

It bemg 1mposs1ble, therefore, for a refugee to 

dtrect operations, or even to g1ve adv1ce, of any value, 

upon Russtan matters, why should he be mformed 

beforehand of what IS bemg prepared m Russta? To 

run the nsk of some letter falling mto the hands of the 

pollee? To mcrea'e the penis of th1s T1tamc struggle, 

as though there were not enough already? 

We have thus another fact resultmg from the 

precedmg. Even the refugees connected w1th those 

who belong to the party, and who take an active 

part m everythmg, have not the shghtest knowledge of 

what IS bemg prepared m Russta. From t1me to time, 

out of pure fnendshtp, they rece1ve some vague hint, 

wtthout ever knowmg anythmg for certam, respectmg 

the place, t1me, or mode of executwn of the proJect m 

embryo. Why commumcate such thmgs, even to the 

best of fnends, merely to satisfy cunostty ? It would 

be a cnme, an mfamy, a dtshonest act ; and every 

earnest man would be the first to reproach a fnend for 

such an act. Thus events, such as th~ puttmg to 
death of Alexander II., and the explosiOn m the Wmter 

Palace, were as much of a surpme to the refugees as 
to the rest of the world. 

The pohttcal mfluence of the Russ1an refugees at 
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the present moment IS 1educed, therefore, absolutely to 

zero. Fore1gn countues are only restmg places, har

bours '1\rnch everyone makes for, \\hose barque has 

been 'lnecked or disabled by the funous waves. Unbl 

they can refit, and steer towards their nahve shore, 

the refugees me poor castaways. They may be as 

mtteptd as eve1, but they can only stand With folded 

arm~, regardmg w1th envwus eyes the country 'I'< here 

the combatants a1e fightmg, dymg, couquenng, wh1le 

they, sad and Idle, sbfle m their forced macbon, 

stJange1s m a sbange lund. 

II. 

Krapotkme JS one of the oldestoftherefugees. For 

s1x years he has contmually lived abroad, and durmg 

all that tlme has, thmefore, been unable to take the 

shghtest pm t m the RuSSian revolutionary movement. 

Th1s does not alter the fact, however, that he 1s one of 

the most promment men of om pm ty, and as such I 

Will speak about htm. 
He belongs to the h1ghest Russmn anstoc1acy. The 

f.tmliy of the Prmces of Krapotkme IS one of the few 

"luch descend m nght lme from the old feudatory 

Prmces of the ancient 10yal House of Runk. In 
the Cncle of the cwdcovz~ to whJCh he belonged, 1t used 

thus to be Jestmgly S[\ld of lum, that he had more 
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nght to the th10ne of Russia than the Emperor, Alex

ander II., who was only a German. 
He stud1ed m the College of the Pages, to whwh 

only the sons of the Court anstocracy ate adm1tted. 
He firushed h1s course there With the h1ghest dlstmc

twn, towards the year 1861, but 1mpelled by love of 
study, mstead of entenng the serv1ce of the Court, he 
·went to S1be11a to pursue some geologiCal resea1ches. 
He remamed there several years, takmg part in 

many sc1entlfic expeditions, and obtamed through 
them a vast amount of mformat10n whwh he after

wards utilised m conJunctiOn w1th JII. Ehsee Reclus. 

He also V!Slted Chma. 
On returmng to St. Petersburg, he was elected a 

member and afterwards secretary of the Geographical 
Soctety. He wrote several works, h1ghly apprec1ated 
by sC!entmc men, and finally undertook a great work 
upon the glac1ers of Fmland, wluch, owmg to a petltwn 
of the Geog~aph1cal Soc1ety, he was perm1tted to 
tenmnate, when already confined m the fortress. He 
could not relieve h1mself from the necesstty of entermg 

the Court semce. He was Chamberlam of the Empress, 
and recen·ed several decoratiOns. 

In the year 1871, or at the commencement of 1872, 
I do not qUite remember whiCh, he went abroad. He 
V1s1ted BelgiUm and Swttzerland, where at that bme 
the ' Internatlonale ' had assumed such proportwns. 
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H1s Ideas, whiCh certamly were always advanced, took 

therr defimte shape. He became an Internahonahst, 

and adopted the Ideas of the most extreme party, the 
• 

so-called anarchical patty, of whlch he has always re-

mamed a fervent champwn. 

On returmng home he put himself m commumca

tlon wtth the revolutiOnary Crrcle, msprred by the 

same 1deas, that of the ma~kovz~, and m the year 1872 

was proposed as a member and admitted by unan11n1ty. 

He was entrusted w1th the duty of drawmg up the 

programme of the party, and 1ts orgamsat10n, whlch 

was afterwards found among his papers In the muter 

of 1872 he commenced h1s secret lectures upon the 

history of the 'Internatwnale,' wh1ch we1e s1mply the 

development of the pnnCiples of Socmhsm and the 

Revolut10n, based upon the h1story of all the modern 

popular movements. These lectures, willch to depth 

of thought umted a clearness and a B11nphc1ty 

that rendered them mtellig1ble to the most uncultl· 

vated mmds, exc1ted the deepest mterest among the 

workmg men of the Alexander-Nevsky distnct. They 

spoke about them to therr fellow workmen, and the 

news qmckly spread through all the workshops of the 

neighbourhood, and naturally reached the pollee, who 

determined at all hazards to find out the famous 

Borodm, for 1t was nnder that fictitious name Krapot

kme gave h1s lectures, But they illd not succeed. 
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In two months' time, bavmg fimshed b1s lectmes, he 

no longer showed brmself m the bouse under surveil

lance, and made pteparatlons to go among the peasants 

and carry on the ag1tation as an 1tmerant pamter; form 

addition to h1svast eruditiOn, he has much artistic talent. 

The pollee succeeded, however, m bnbmg one of 

the workmen, who consented to play the spy, and per

ambulated the prmcipal streets, hopmg some day or 

other to meet With 'Borodm.' In thts he succeeded. 

After some few months he met Krapotkme m the 

Gostim Dvor upon the N evski Prospekt, and pomted 

h1m out to a policeman. The suppos1trtwus Borodm 
• 

was arrested. At first he would not tell his real name, 

but 1t was Impossible to conceal 1t. Some days after

wards the landlady of ,the house m wh1ch he had h1red 

a room, came to declare that one of her lodgers, Prmce 

Peter Krapotkme, had suddenly d!sappeared on such a 

day. On bemg taken to the spunons Borodin she 

rfcogmsed h1m, and Krapotkme was compelled to 

acknowledge his 1dentity. 

Great was the emohon produced at Court by the 

arrest of such a high personage. The Emperor h1mself 

was exmted by 1t to such an extent, that a year after

wards, m passmg through Karkoff, where a cousrn of 

Peter, Alexis Krapotkme, killed m the year 1879, was 

Governor, he was extremely discourteous to him, and 

abruptly asked If rt was true that Peter was a relation. 
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Three years did Kmpotkuie pass m the cells of the 

fortress of St. Peter and St. Paul. In the early part 

<lf 1876, he was transferred by the doctor's orders to 

the St. Nicholas Hospital, the pnsonhavmgundermmed 

hrs health, never very good, to such an extent, that he 

eould neither eat nor move about. In a few months, 

however, 1t was re-established, but he did everythmg 

m his power to hide the fact. He walked With the 

step of a dymg man; he spoke m a low voice, as rf 

merely to open the month were a pamful effort. The 

cause was very simple. He learned through a letter 

sent to him by Ius fnends, that an attempt was bemg 

organised to effect Ius escane, and as m the hospital 

the surveillance was much less str1ct than m the 

fortress, rt was essenttal to prolong hts stay there. 

In the July of the year 1876 tlus escape was 

effected m accordance wtth a plan drawn up by Krapot

klne lumself. I wlll relate It m one of my subsequent 

sketChes, for rt was a masterpiece of accurate calculation 

and resolution. 

III. 

Some weeks afterwards Krapotkme was already 

abroad. 
From this perwd his true revolutiOnary actrVIty 

dates. Although not connected wrth the Russian 

movement, bemg exclusively devoted to European 

H 
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Socmhsm, 1t was perhaps the only means of dJsplaymg 
h1s eminent poht!cal quahties m therr true hght. H1s 
great g1fts specmlly quallfy h1m for activity In the 
vast pubhc arena, and not 1n the underground regwns 

of the Secret Soc1et1es. 
He IS wantmg m that flenb1llty of mmd, and that 

faculty of adaptmg himself to the cond1hons of the 
moment, and of practiCal life, whiCh are 10d1spensable 
to a conspuator. He IS an ardent searcher after truth, 
a founder of a school, and not a practical man. He 
endeavours to make certam Ideas prev3.1l, at all cost, 
and not to attam a practiCal end, by turumg everythmg 
tendmg to 1t to account. , 

He IS too e:xclus1ve, and ngtd 10 his theoretical 
convictions. He admits no departure from the ultra· 
anarchical progranJDie, and has always cons1dered It 
1mposs1ble, therefore, to contnbute to any of the revo 
lutionarynewspapersin the Russian language, pubhshed 
abroad and 10 St. Petersburg. He has always found m 
them some pomt of divergence, and, m fact, has never 
wntten a hoe m any of them. 

It may be doubted whether he could ever be the 
leader, or even the org3.lllser of a party, with conspiracy 
as 1ts sole means of act10n. For conspiracy, 1n the 
great Revolutionary struggle, IS hke guemlla fightmg 
m m1htary warfare. The men are few, and therefore 
all must be made use of. The ground 1s confined, and 
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therefore must be turned to the best account ; and a. 
good guemlla solcher IS the man who knows how to 

adapt hrmself to the eXJgencies of the ground, and of 

the moment. 

Krapotkine's natural element IS war on a grand 

scale, and not guemlla £ghtmg. He Dllght become 

the founder of a vast Social movement, If the condition 

of the country permitted. 

He IS an mcomparable agitator. Gifted with a 

ready and eager eloquence, he becomes all passion 

when he mounts the platform. Like all true orators, 

he IS stimulated by the sight of the crowd whiCh is 

hstemng to rum. Upon the p'latform trus mams trans

formed. He trembles With emotion; his voiCe VIbrates 

mth that accent of profound conviction, not to be mis

taken or counterfeited, and only heard when 1t lS not 

merely the mouth .;hlCh speaks, but the mnermost 

heart. H1s speeches, although he cannot be called an 

orator of the first rank, produce an Immense impres

siOn ; for when feehng is so mtense 1t 1s commurucative, 

and electnfies an auchence. 

When, pale and trembling, he descends from the 

platform, the whole room throbs w1th applause. 

He IS very effective m pnvate l11scussJons, and can 

convmce and gam over to his opm10ns, as few can. 

Bemg thoroughly versed m historical science, espeCially 

in everythmg relatmg to popular movements, he draws 

B2 
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w1th marvellous effect from the vast stores of h1s eru

ilition, m order to support and strengthen h1s asserl10ns 

w1th examples and analogies, very or1gmal and unex

pected. Ills words thus acquire an extraordmary 

power of perouas10n, .whwh IS mcreased by the sim

plicity and clearness of h1s explanatiOns,, due, perhaps, 

to h1s profound mathematical studies. 

He 1s not a mere manufacturer of books. Beyond 

h1s purely sCientific labours, he h..tS never wntten any 

work of much moment. He IS an excellent JOurnalist, 

ardent, spmtcd, eager. Even Ill rus wrltmgs, he IS still 

the ag1tator. 

To these talents he adds a surpnsmg actmty, 

and such dextenty m h1s labours, that 1t has asto-
' 
!llshed even a worker hke Ehsee Reclus, 

J 

1 He lS one of the most smcere and frank of men. 

~e always says the truth, pure and simple, without 

lf.DY regard for the amour propre of ills hearers, or for 

~ny consideration whatever. Th1s IS the most stnk1ng 

and sympathetic feature of ills character. Every word 

h~ says may be absolutely believed. H1s smcer1ty is 
sucb, that sometimes 10 the ardour of iliscuss1on an 

e,J?,tirely fresh cons1deratJon unexpectedly presents 

1~elf to ills mmd, and sets h1m th!nkmg. He imme

~tely stops, remams qmte absorbed for a moment, 

an,~ then begms to thmk aloud, speakmg as though 
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he were an opponent. At other times he carries on 

this d1scuss10n mentally, and after some moments of 

silence, turnmg to his astomshed adversary, smilingly • 

says, 'You are right.' 
Th1s absolute smcenty renders him the best of 

friends, and g~ves espectal weight to his prmse and 

blame. 
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DEMETRIUS LISOGUB. 

I. 

IN the December of the year 1876 I was present one 

day at one of those 'Students' meetmgs,' as they are 

called; one of the best means of propagandtsm among 

the young, and very charactenstlc of Russtan hfe. It 

need scarcely be satd that they are ngorously prohi

h!ted. But such 1s ,the abyss that separates soc1ety 

from the Government, that they are held, and were 

always held e>en m the worst penods of the Wh1te 

Terror. Sometimes they are very large meetmgs, 

almost pubhc, and extremely stonny. 

The danger by whtch they are surrounded commu

mcates to them a spectal attraction for the young, 

gmng to the discussiOns that passiOnate character 

whwh contnbutes so much to transform an tdea mto a 
warhke weapon. 

The meeting of whtch I speak, however, was not a 

large one, and was very qwet. It was occupted 

With a proJect so frequently brought forward and so 

frequently endmg m nothmg, for un1tmg m a smgle or-
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garusatwn all the secret Crrcles estabhshed among 

the young. The thmg bemg evtdently tmpract10able, 

owmg to the great vanety of those Crrcles, the project 
mtght be regarded as sttll-born. Even the promoters 

of the meetmg seemed half convmced of thts. The 

dtscusswns therefore dragged on weanly, and had no 
interest. 

Among the few persons present, there was, how
ever, one who succeeded m arousmg the general atten

tion, whenever, dunng the langutshtng dtscuss10n, he 
made some httle observation, always spmted and 

shghtly whtmstcal. He was tall, pale, and somewhat 
shm. He wore a long beard, whtch gave htm an 

apostohc appearance He was not handsome. It 

IS Impossible to Imagme, however, anythmg more 

pleasant than the expressiOn of his large blue eyes, 
shaded by long eyebrows, or anything more attrac
ttve than hts smile, which had somethmg mfanttle 

about It. Hts vo10e, somewhat slow in utterance and 

always pitched m the same key, soothed the ear, ltke 

the low notes of a song. It was not a musical voice, 

but It had the power of penetratmg mto the very 
heart, so sympathetic was tt. 

He was very poorly clad. Although the RuSSian 
Winter was ragmg, he wore a ltnen jacket With large 

wooden buttons, whiCh from much wear and tear seemed 
a mere rag. A worn-out black cloth waistcoat covered 
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h1s chest to the throat. H1s trousers, very hght in 

colour, could be seen underneath the black hne of h1s 

waistcoat every time he rose to say a word or two. 

When the meetmg broke up and those attendmg 

it went away, not all at once, but m groups of three or 

four persons, as IS always the case m Russ1a upon 

Similar occasions, I left With my fr1end together w1th 

th1s stranger. I obse1 ved that he had only a thm 

paletot, an old red comforter, and a leather cap. He 

d1d not even wear the traditional 'pla1d 'of the N Jh!hsts, 

although the temperature was at least twenty degrees 

below zero. 

After bowmg to my fuend, whom he evidently was 

shghtly acquamted w1th, the stranger went on h1s way, 

ahnost runmng to warm h1mself a httle, and m a few 

moments disappeared m the distance. 

' Who 1s he ? ' I asked my friend. 

' He 1s Demetnus L1sogub,' was the reply. 

' Lisogub of Cem1gov? ' 

' Prectsely.' 

Involuntanly I looked 1n the dtrection in whtch 

this man had d1sappeared, as though I could st1ll 
dtscem traces of him, 

This Lisogub was a millionaire. He had a very 

large estate m one of the best proVInces of Russm, 

land, houses, forests; but he hved in greater poverty 

than the humblest of his dependents, for he devoted 
all h1s money to the cause. 
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II. 

Two years afte1 wards we met agam m St. Petersburg 

as members of the same Revolutionary organisation. 

Men know each other as thoroughly m such orgamsa. 

bono as m the mttmacy of famtly hfe. 

I will not say that Demetnus Lisogub was the 

purest, the most Ideal man whom I have ever known, 

for.that would be to say too httle of hrm. I will say 

that m all our party there was not, and could not, 

be a man to compare With him m 1deal beauty of 

character. 

The complete sacntice of all his Immense wealth 

was in him the least of his ments. Many have done 

the same m our party, but another Demetrms Lisogub 

1s not to be found 1n it. 

Under an aspect tranqml and plac1d as an un

clouded sky, he concealed a nund full of fire, of enthu

Siasm, of ardour. His convictions were h1s rehgwn, 

and he devoted to them, not only all !us hfe, but what 

is much more difficult, all h1s thoughts. He had no 

other thought than that of servmg his cause. He had 

no family. Love d1d not disturb h1m. His parsimony 

was earned to such an extreme, that fnends were 

obhged to mterfere m order to prevent h1m fallmg ill 
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from excessive pnvatron. To every remonstrance he 
rephed, as rfhe foresaw hrs premature end. 

' Mme Will not be a long hfe.' 
And m truth 1t was not. · 
Hrs determination' not to spend a smgle fdrtlung of 

the money mth whrch he could serve the cause, was 
such, that he never mdulged in an ommbus, to say 
notlung of a cab, wluch costs so little With us that 
every workman takes one on Sunday. 

I remember that one day he showed us two articles, 
formrng part of his dress smt, wluch he wore when, omng 
to Ius posrt10n, he was compelled to pay a V1Slt to the 
Governor of Cemrgov, or to one of the heads of the 
Supenor Pohce. They were a pair of gloves and an 
opera hat. The gloves were of a very delicate ash 
colour, and seemed just purchased. He, however, told 
us that he had already had them for three years, and 
smrhngly e:xplamed to us the httle artlli.ces he adopted 
to keep them always new. The hat was a much more 
senous matter, for 1ts spnng had been broken a whole 
year, and he put off the expense of purchasing a new 
one from day to day, because he always found that he 
could employ his money better. Meanwhrle, to keep 
up hrs dtgnity, he entered the drawing-room holdmg 
hts opera-hat under his arm, hrs eternal leather cap, 
whtch he wore summer and winter ahke, bemg in his 
pocket. When he passed mto the street, he advanced 
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a few steps w1th his head uncovered, as though he had 

to smooth h1s d1sarranged hau, untll, bemg assured 

that he was not observed, he drew the famous cap from 
Ius pocket. , 

Tlus money, however, that he endeavoured to save 

w1th the jealous care of a Harpagon, was his deter· 

IDlned enemy, his eternal torment, Ius curse; for, w1th 

h1s impassioned dlspos1tJon and mth Ius heart so prone 

to sacnfice, he suffered 1mmensely from bemg com· 

pelled to remam mth h1s arms folded, a mere spectator 

of the struggle and of the martyrdom of h1s best 

mends. 

Subjected to a ngorous surveillance, havmg been 

denounced for part1c1patwn m the Revolutionary move

ment by h1s relatwns, who hoped, if he were con· 

demned, to inhent h1s fortune, he could do notlung, 

for, at the first step, Ius property would have been 

taken away from hJm, and Ius party would thereby 

have been depnved of such md1spensable asststance. 

Thus Ius fortune was, to h1m, hke the cannon-ball 

attached to the leg of a galley slave, 1t lundered htm 

from movmg about. 
Hts mvolJmtary mactwn was not only an annoy

ance, a erne! vexatwn, as 1t could not fatl to be to a 

man who umted m hJmself the ardour of a warnor mth 

that of a prophet, 1t was also a source of profound 

moral suffenng. W1th the modesty of a great mmd, 
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he attnbuted to himself not the slightest mertt for 

what seemed to him the most natural thmg in the 

world-the renuncmtwn of hiS wealth, and his hfe of 

pnv<~.hon. 

Merciless towards htmself as a cruel judge, who 

will not hear reason, and refuses to consider anythmg 

but the cnme, pure and simple, he regarded his m

achvity, whiCh was only J.n act of the h1ghest abnega

tiOn, as a disgrace. Yet this man, who, at the sacnfice 

of his own aspuatwns, sustamed for a year and a half 

ahnost the whole Russmn revolutiOnary movement; this 

man, who by his moral qualities msprred unbounded 

admrration among all who knew h1m; who, by his mere 

presence, conferred distmctiOn on the party to which 

he belonged; this man regarded htmself as the hum

blest of the very humble. 

Hence arose his profound melancholy, whwh never 

left hun, and showed 1tself m his every word, notw1th

standmg the sorrowfully whunstcal tone he was accus

tomed to adopt, m order to conceal it. 

Thus, res1gned and sad, he bore his cross, whiCh 

sometimes crushed hun beneath 1ts we1ght, throughout 

his whole hfe, Without ever rebelling agamst his 
cruel lot. 

He was a most unhappy man. 

He was arrested at Odessa m the autumn of the 
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year 1878, on the accusation of h1s steward, Dngo, who 

was a fr1end, but who betrayed h1m because the 

Government promised to g1ve h1m what still remamed 

of the patnmony of L1sogub,-about 4,000l. 

Although a ventable Wh1te Terror was prevailmg at 

that hme, and m Odessa, where he was to be tned, the 

hero of Sebastopol, and of Plevna, the mfamous ruffian 

and oppressor, Count Totdleben, was m a fury, no one 

expected a severer pumshment for L1sogub than trans

portation to S1bena, or perhaps some few years of hard 

labour; for nothmg else was la1d to h1s charge than 

that of haVIng spent h1s own money, no one knew how. 

The ev1dence, however, of Dngo left no doubt upon 

the very tender consmence of the military tnbunal. 

Amid umversal consternatiOn, Demetnus Lisogub 

was condemned to death. Eye-witnesses state that, 

after heanng h1s sentence, h1s jaw fell, so great was his 

astomshment. 

He scornfully refused the proposal made to him to 

save his hfe by petlbomng for pardon. 

On August 8, 1879, he was taken to the scaffold m 

the hangman's cart w1th two compamons, Cmbaroff and 

DaVJdenko. 

Those who saw him pass, say that not only was he 

calm and peaceful, but that his pleasant smile played 

upon his hps when he addressed cheermg words to h1s 

compamons. At last he could satisfy h1s ardent desrre 
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to sacnfice h1mself for h1s cause. It was perhaps the 
happiest moment of h1s unhappy hfe. 

Stefanov!C was the Orgamser; Clemens the Thinker ; 
Ossmsky the Wamor; Krapotkme the Ag1tator. 

Demetnus L1sogub was the Samt. 
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JESSY HELFMAN. 

THERE are unknown heromes, obscure toilers, who 

offer up everytlung upon the altar of their cause, With

out asking anythmg for themselves. They assume the 

most ungrateful parts; sacnfice themselves for the 

merest trifles ; for lendmg their names to the corre

spondence of others ; for sheltermg a man, often un

known to them ; for dehvermg a parcel Without know

mg what 1t contams. Poets do not ded1cate verses to 

them; history will not inscnbe their names upon 1ts 

records; a grateful postenty Wlll not remember them. 

W 1thout the1r labour, however, the party could not 

e:nst; every struggle would become 1mposs1ble. 

Yet the wave of lustory cames away one of these 

toilers from the obscure concealment m wluch she ex

pected to pass her hfe, and bears her on !ugh upon 1ts 

sparkhng crest, to a umversal celebnty. Then all 
regd.l"d th1s countenance, wh1ch IS so modest, and dis

cern m 1t the mdiCatwns of a force of mmd, of an abne

gation, of a courage, wh1ch exmte astomshment among 

the boldest. 
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Such IS precisely the story of Jessy Helfman. 

I illd not know her personally. If I deviate, how

ever, m tills case from my plan of speakmg only of 

those whom I know personally, I do not do so because 

of the fame whwh her name has gamed, but because of 

her moral qualities, to whiCh her celebnty justifies 

alluswn I am sure the reader Will be grateful to me 

for th1s, as her s1mple and sympathetic figure charac

tenses the party whiCh I am dep!Ctmg, better perhaps 

than an example of exceptional power; just as a 

modest w1ld-flower g~ves a better Idea of the flora of a 

country, than a wonderful and rare plant. 

Jessy Helfman belonged to a Jew1sh family, fana

tically devoted to the1r rehgwn, a type unknown m 

countnes where cmhsation has eradicated religious 

hatred, but whlch is very common 1n Russm. Her 

family regarded as an abommatwn everything derived 

from Chnst1ans, especially the1r science, which teaches 

its diSCiples to desp1se the rehg~on of the1r fathers. 

J essy, excited by the new 1dea, and unable to bear this 

yoke, fled from her parents' house, takmg w1th her, as 

her sole inhentance, the malediction of these fanattcs 
' who would willingly have seen her m her coffin rather 

than fratenusmg With the 'go1.' The gul proceeded 

to Kieff, where she worked as a sempstress. 
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The year 1874 came. The Revolutionary move

ment spread everywhere, and reached even the young 

Jewish sempstress. 

She made acquamtance with some of the ladies, 

who had returned from Zunch, and who afterwards 

figured m the tnal of the fifty, and they mduced her 

to jom the movement. Her part, however, was a very 

modest one. She lent her address for the Revolu

tlOnary correspondence. When, however, the conspi

racy was discovered, this homble 'cr1me' sub

jected her to two years, neither more nor less, of 

1mpnsonment, and a sentence of two more years' de

tention at L1tovsky. Shut up w1th four or five women, 

confined for parbcipatlon m the same movement, J essy 

for the first t1me was really Initiated mto the prmClples 

of Socmhsm, and surrendered herself to them body and 

soul She was, however, unable to put her ideas mto 

practice, for, after haVJng undergone her pumshment, 

mstead .of bemg set at liberty she was by order of the 

pohce mterned m one of the northern provmces, and 

remamed there until the autumn of the year 1879, 

when, profitmg by the carelessness of her guardians, she 

escaped and went to St. Petersburg. Here, full of enthu

siasm, wh1ch mcreased ID her all the more f10m havmg 

been so long restramed, she threw herself ardently mto 

the struggle, eager to satisfy that intense cravmg to 

labour for the cause which became m her a passiOn. 
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Always ()UergetiC, and always cheerful, she was con

tent wtth httle, If she could but labour for the bene

fit of the cause. She d1d everythmg; letter-earner, 
I 

messenger sentmel; a11d often her work was so heavy 

that 1t ex ansted even her strength, although she was 

r a belongmg to the worlang classes. How often 

has she returned home, late at mght, worn out, and at 

the end of her strength, havmg for fourteen hours 

walked about all over the capital, throwtng letters mto 

vanous holes and corne1s w1th the proclamations of 

the Executive Cominlttee. But on the followmg day 

she rose and recommenced her work. 

She was always ready to render every service to 

anyone who needed 1t, w1thout thmkmg of the trouble 

1t m1ght cost her. She never gave a smgle thought to 

herself. To gtve a:n 1dea of the mom! force and 

boundless devotion of th1s s1mple, uneducated woman, 

1t Will suffice to relate the story of the last few months 

of her revolut;onary actlVlty. Her husband, Ntcholas 

KolotkeVIc, one of the best known and most esteemed 

members of the Terromt party, was arrested m the 

month of February A cap1tal sentence hung over hts 

head. But she remamed m the ranks of the com

batants, keepmg her angu1sh to herself. Although 

four months pregnant, she undertook the ternble duty 

of actmg as the miStress of the bouse where the bombs 

.of K1balctc were manufactured, and remamed there all 
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the time, until, a week after March 13, she was agam 

arrested. 

On the day of her sentence she stood cheerful and 

slllllmg before the tnbunal, whiCh was to send he1 to 

the scaffold. She had, however, a sentence more 

homble, that of wattmg for four months for her 

pumshment. This moral torture she bore durmg the 

never-endmg months w1thout a moment of weakness, 

for the Government, not canng to arouse the mdigna

tlon of Enrope by hangmg her, endeavoured to profit 

by her pos1bon, to extract some revelatwns from her, 

It prolonged, therefore, her moral torture unhl her hfe 

IDlght have been endangered, and did not commute her 

sentence untll some weeks before her confin~ment, 

I 2 
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VERA ZASSULIO. 

IN the whole range of h1st{)ry It would be difficult, 
and, perhaps, Impossible to find a name which, at a 
bound, has nsen mto sue' umversal and undisputed 

celebnty. ~ 

Absolutely unknown the day before, that name was 
for months In every mouth, mfiaiiUng the generous 

\ 

hearts of the two worlds, and It became a kmd 'of 
synonym of hero1sm and sacrifice. The person, how~ 
ever, who was the obJect of this enthusmsm obstinately 
shunned fame. She avo1ded all ovattons, and, al~ 

though It was very soon known that she was already 
lmng abroad,- where she could openly show herself 
Without any danger, she remalned h1dden m the crowd, 
and would never break through her pnvacy. 

In the absence of correct mformation llllagmahon 
entered the field. Who was this dazzlmg and mysten~ 
ous bemg? her numerous adm~rers asked each other. 
And everyone pamted her according to ills fancy. 

People of gentle and sentllllental d!spos1tions pic~ 
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tured her as a poetical young girl, sweet, ecstatic as 

a Chnstian martyr, all abnegation, and love. 

Those who rather leaned towards Radicalism, 

p1ctured her as a N emes1s of modem days, w1th a re

volver m one hand, the red flag m the other, and 

emphat1c expresswns m her mouth ; temble and 

haughty-the Revolut10n persomfied. 

Both were profoundly m1staken. 

Zassuhc has nothmg about her of the herome of a 

pseudo-RadiCal tragedy, nor of the ethereal and ecstat1c 

young gul. 

She 1s a strong, robust woman, and, although of 

m1ddle he1ght, seems at first s1ght to be tall. She 1s 

not beaut1ful. Her eyes are very fine ; large, well

J:~aped, w1th long lashes, and of grey colour, wh1ch 

become dark when she 1s exc1ted. Ordmanly thought

ful and somewhat sad, these eyes shme' forth bnlhantiy 

when she 1s enthus~astJC, v.h!Ch not unfrequently 

happens, or sparkle when she Jestq, whiCh happens 

very often. The shghtest change of mmd is reflected 

m the expreSSlve eyes. The rest of her face 1s very 

commonplace. Her nose somewhat long, thm hps, 

large head, adorned w1th almost black hair. 

She IS very negligent w1th regard to her appear

ance. She g1ves no thought to 1t whatever. She has 

not the slightest trace of the deme whiCh almost every 

'\\oman has, of d1splaymg her beauty. She is too 
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abstracted, too deeply unmersed m her thoughts, to 

contmuousl y grve heed to thmgs wh1ch mterest her so 

httle. 
There 1S one thmg, however, wh1ch corresponds 

even less than her extenor w1th the 1dea of an ethereal 

young gul ; It IS her vo1ce. At first she speaks hke 

most people. But this prehmmary state contmues a 

very short time. No sooner do her words become 

ammated, than she laises her voice, and speaks as loud 

as though she were addressing someone half deaf, or at 

least a hundred yards distant. N otmthstandmg every 

effort, she cannot break herself of this habrt. She IS so 

abstracted, that she unmediately forgets the banter of 

her fnends, and her OWll determmatlon to speak !Ike 

the rest of the world m order to avoid observatwn. In 

the street, directly some mterestmg subJect IS touched 

upon, she Immediately begms to e"~:claim, accompany

ing her words mth her favounte and invanable gesture, 

cleavmg the arr energetically mth her nght hand, as 
though wrth a sword. ' 

Under this aspect, so simple, rough, and unpoetical, 

she conceals, however, a mmd full of the h1ghest poetry, 

profound and powerful, full of mdignahon and love. 

She IS extremely reserved, although at first she 

seems qmte the contrary, for she speaks very mlhngly, 

and talks about everythmg. She admits verv few mto 
• 
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her mtlmacy. I do not speak of that superfimal inti
macy whiCh IS srmply the result of esteem and recrprocal 

confidence, and among us IS the rule, but of that other 

intimacy wh1ch conSISts m the exchange of the most 

sec1 et thoughts. 

She 1s mcapable of the spontaneous fnendshtp of 

young and mexpenenced mmd~. She proceeds cau

tiously, never advancmg to supply w1th nnagmabon 

the deficrenc1es of posrbve observatwn. She has but 

few fnends, almost all belongmg to her former connec

tions; but in them IS her world, separated from every 

one else by a barrier almost msurmountable. 

She hves much Wlthm herself. She IS very subJect 

to the specral malady of the Russ1am, that of probrng 

her own mmd, soundmg 1ts depths, prtllessly dlSsectmg 

it, searchmg for defects, often 1magmary, and always 

exaggerated. 

Hence those gloomy moods "h1ch from hme 

to hme assail her, hke Kmg Saul, and subjugate 

her for dayR and days, notlung bemg able to dnve 

them away At these t1mes she becomes abstracted, 

shuns all soc1ety, and for hours together paces her 

room completely burled in thought, or fires from the 

house to seek rehef where alone she can find rt, in 

Nature, eternal, 1mpass1ble, and 1mposmg;w!uch she 

loves and mterprets Wlth the profound feehng of a truly 

poetwal mmd. All mght long, often untrl sunnse, she 
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wanders alone among the w1ld mounta1ns of Switzer

land, or rambles on the banks of 1ts 1mmense lakes. 

She has that subhme cravmg, the source of great 

deeds, wluch m her IS the result of an extreme 1deahsm, 

the baSis of her character. Her devotion to the cause 

of So01ahsm, whwh she espoused wh1le a mere g1rl, 

assumed the shape m her mmd of fixed 1deas upon her 

own duttes, so elevated that no human' force could 

satisfy them. Everytlung seems small to her. One 

of her fr1ends, X, the pamter of whom I spoke JUSt 

now, who had known Zassuhc for ten years, and was a 

very mtelbgent and clever woman, seemg her only a 

few weeks after her acqmttal, a prey to these gloomy 

humours, used to say· 

'Vera would hke to sho~t Trepoffs every day, or at 

least once a week And, as this cannot be done, she 
frets.' 

Thereupon X. tned to prove to Zassulw that we 

cannot sacnfice ourselves every Sunday as our Lord is 
sacrificed ; that we must be contented, and do as 
others do, 

Vera did so, but she was not cured. Her feehngs 

had nothmg m common \Vlth those of the amb1tlous 

who want to soar above others Not only before, but 

even after her name had become so celebrated, that is, 

durmg her last JOurney m Russ1a, she undertook the 
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most humble and most ordmary posts ; that of com

positor m a prmtmg office, of landlady, of house

maid, &c. 

She filled all these With unexceptionable care and 

d1!Jgence ; but th1s dld not bnng peace to her heart. 

So It was. 

I remember that one day, m relatmg to me how she 

felt when she received from the President of the Court 

the announcement of her acqmttal, she smd that It was 

not JOY she expenenced, but extreme astomshment, 

Immediately followed by a feelmg of sadness 

'I could not explam this feehng then,' she added, 

'but I have understood 1t smce. Had I been con

VIcted, I should have been prevented by mam force 

from domg anythmg, and should have been tranqml, 

and the thought of havmg,doue all I was able to do for 

the cause would have been a consolatiOn to me.' Th1s 

httle remark, which has remamed as though engraven 

upon my memory, Illustrates her character better than 

pages of comments. 

A modesty, umque, unequalled, and mcomparable, 

is only another form of this extreme 1deahsm. It may 

be called the sign of a lofty mmd to whiCh herOism IS 

natural and logical, and appears, therefore, m a form so 

dlvmely s1mple. 
In the m1dst of umversal enthusiasm and true adora-
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t1on, Zassuhc preserved all the SimpliCity of mannelf, 
all the purity of Dllnd, which dlstingmshed her before 
her name became surrounded by the aureole of an 
Immortal glory. That glory, which would have turned 

the head of the strongest St01c, left her so phlegmatlc 
and mdlfferent, that the fact would be absolutely m

credlble, were 1t not attested by all who have approached 

her, lf only for a moment. 
Th1s fact, umque perhaps m the history of the 

human heart, of Itself suffices to show the depth of her 
character, which IS entuely self-sustamed, and ne1ther 
needs nor IS able to denve any msprrat10n or Impulse 

from external sources. 
Havmg accomphshed her great deed from profound 

moral convictiOn, Without the least shadow of ambition, 
Zassuhc held completely aloof from every mamfestat1on 
of the sentiments which that deed aroused m others. 

This Is why she has always obstinately avo1ded shoWing 
herself m pubhc. 

This reserve IS no mere guhsh restramt. It 1s a 
noble moral modesty, which forbids her to receive the 
homage of admuahon for what, m the supreme eleva
bon of her Ideal conceptiOns, she refuses to consider as 
an act of heroism. Thus this same Vera, who 1s so fond 
of society, who IS fond of tal.kmg, who never fails to enter 
mto the most ardent discussiOn w1th anyone who appears 

to her to be m the wrong ; th1s Vera no sooner enters 
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any assembly whatever, where she knows she 1s bemg 

regarded as Vera Zassuhc, than she 1mmedlately under

goes a change. She becomes t1m1d and bashful as a 

gnl who has just left school. Even her vo1ce, mstead 

of deafemng the ear, undergoes a marvellous trans

formatiOn ; 1t becomes sweet, dehcate, and gentle, in 

fact an '~ngehc ' voice, as her fr1ends jestmgly say. 

But that vo1ce of hers lS very rarely heard, for m 

pubhc gathenngs Vera ordmaruy remams as silent as 

the grave. She must have a questiOn much at heart, 

to me and say a few words about 1t. 

To appreciate her ongmahty of mmd and her 

charmmg conversatiOn, she must be seen at home, 

among mends. There alone does she gnre full scope 

to her vivac10us and playful spmt. Her conversation IS 

ongmal, exuberant, diversified, combmmg racy humour 

With a certam youthful candour. Some of her remarks 

are true gems, not hke those seen m the wmdows of 

the Jewellers, but hke those wh1ch prohfic Nature 

spontaneously scatters m her lap. 

The charactenstic feature of her m1nd IS ongmahty. 

Endowed With a force of reasonmg of the lughest 

order, Zassuhc has cultivated 1t by earnest and diversi

fied studies dunng the long years of her exile m 

various towns 111 Russia. She has the faculty, wluch 

is so rare, of always thmkmg for herself, both m great 
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thmgs and m small. She IS mcapable by nature of 

followmg the beaten tracks, Simply because they are 

the tracks of many. She venfies, she critiCISes every· 

th:tng, acceptmg nothmg w1thout a ser1ous and mmute 

exammat10n. She thus giVes her own 1mpress even to 
the tntest thmgs, whiCh ordmanly are admitted and 

repeated by everybody w1thout a thought, and this 

1m parts to her a1 guments and to her 1deas a charmmg 

freshness and VJvac1ty. 

Th1s ongmahty and mdependence of thought, 

umted With her general moral character, produce 

another pecuhanty, perhaps the most estimable of th1s 

very fine type I speak of that almost mfalhble moral 

mstmct wh1ch 1s peculiar to her, of that faculty of dis

cernment m the most perplexmg and subtle questions, 

of good and evt!, of the permitted and the forbidden, 

wh1ch she possesses, Without bemg able, sometimes, to 

g1ve a pos1t1ve reason for her opm10n. Th1s mstmct 

she admirably evmced m her conduct before the court 

on the day of her memorable tnal, to wh1ch, m great 

part, 1ts unexpected result IS to be attnbuted, and m 

many mternal questiOns. 

Her adv1ce and op1mons, even when she does not 

state her reasons, are always worthy of the highest 

consideration, because they are very rarely wrong. 

Thus Zassuhc has everythmg to make her what 

might be called the conscience of a Circle, of an orga-
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msahon, of a party; but great as IS her moralmfiuen~e, 

Zassuhc cannot be cons1dered as a model of pohtlcal 

mfiuence. She 1s too much concentrated 1n herself to 

mfiuence others. She does not g"J.Ve advic,e, unless she 

1s expressly asked to give 1t She does not on her own 

1mt1atlve mterfere With the affairs of others, in order 

to have them arranged m her own manner, as an 

orgamser or an agitator endeavours to do. She does 

her duty as her consCience prescnbes, without endea

vounng to lead others by her exainple. 

Her very 1deahsm, so noble and so prolific, wluch 

makes her always eager for great deeds, renders her 

mcapable of devotmg herself With all her heart to the 

mean and petty details of daily labour. 

She IS a woman for great deCisions and for great 

occasiOns. 
Another woman presents to us the exainple of an 

mdefatigable and powerful combatant, whose 1mpos1ng 

form I Will now endeavour, full of fear and doubt of 

my capa01ty, to dehneate m the following chapter. 
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SOPHIA. PEROVSKAI.A. 

SHE was beauttful. It was not the beauty whtch 

dazzles at first sight, but that wh1ch fascmates the 

more, the more 1t IS regarded. 

A blonde, With a patr of blue eyes, senous, and 

penetratmg, under a broad and spac1ous forehead. A 

delicate little nose, a charmmg mouth, which showed, 

when she smiled, two rows of very fine white teeth. 

It was, however, her countenance as a whole which 

was the attraction. There was something brisk, viva

cious, and at the same time, mgenuous m her rounded 

face. She was grrlhood persomfied. NotWithstandmg 

her twenty-su: years, she seemed scarcely e1ghteen. 

A small, slender, and very graceful figure, and a voice 

as charmmg, silvery, and sympathetic as could be, 

he1ghtened this Illusion. It became almost a cer

tamty, when she began to laugh, which very often 

happened. She had the ready laugh of a grrl, and 

laughed With so much heartmess, and so unaffectedly • 

that she really seemed a young lass of srxteen. 

She gave httle thought to her appearance. She 
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dressed m the most modest manner, and perhaps dtd 

not even know what dress or ornament was becommg 

or unbecoriung. But she had a passwn for neatness, 

and m this was as punchhous as a Swiss girl. 

She was very fond of children, and was an excellent 

schoolmistress. There was, however, another office 

that she filled even better; that of nurse. When 

any of her fnends fell Ill, Sophia was the first to offer 

herself for this dtfficult duty, and she performed that 

duty With such gentleness, cheerfulness, and patience, 

that she won the hearts of her patients, for all time. 

Yet this woman, With such an mnocent appearance, 

and mth such, a sweet and affectionate dtsposrhon, 

was one of the most dreaded members of the Terronst 

party. 

It was she '!ho had the directiOn of the attempt of 

March 13; It was she who, With a pencil, drew out 

upon an old envelope the plan of the locality, who 

assigned to the conspirators therr respective posts, and 

who, upon the fatal mornmg, remamed upon the field 

of battle, receivmg from her sentinels news of the 

Emperor's movements, and mfornllDg the consprrators, 

by means of a handkerchief, where they were to 

proceed. 
What Titaruc force was concealed under this serene 

appearance ? What qualities dtd th1s extraordinary 

woman possess ? . 



128 :!!EVOLUTIONARY :PROFILES 

She umted m herself the three forces whwh of 
themselves constitute power of the highest order; a 
profound and vast capamty, an enthus1astlo and ardent 

dtspositlon, and, above all, an 1ron ~11. 

Soplua Perovskara belonged, hke Krapotkine, to the 
highest aristocracy of Russia.. The Perovslo are the 
younger branch of the flllllily of the famous Ra.su-

' ' movsky, the morganatic husband of the Empress 
Elmtbeth, daughter of Peter the Great, who occup1ed 
the throne of Russ1a m the m1ddle of the last century, 
(1741-1762). Her grandfather was 1\fuuster of Public 
Instruction; her father was Governor-General of St. 
Petersburg; her paternal uncle, the celebrated Count 
Perovsky, conquered for the Emperor Ntcholas a con
stderable part of Central Asxa. 

Such was the faiiDly to wluch this woman belonged 
who gave such a tremendous blow to Czarism. 

Sophia was born m the year 1854. Her youth was 
sorrowful. She had a des110tto futher, and an adored 
mother, always outraged and humiliated. It was m 
her home that the germs were developed in her, of 
that hatred of oppressxon, and that generous love of 
the weak and oppressed, whlch she preserved through
out her whole hfe. 

The story of her early days 1s that of all the young 
m Russta, and, at the Slll!le t~me, of the revolutionary 
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pa1ty. To relate it would be to present in a concrete 

form, what I have narrated in an abstract form in my 

preface. For want of space I can only, however, 

md1cate 1ts chief features. 

Sophia Perovskma commenced, like all the women 

of her generation, w1th the simple des1re for instruc

tiOn. 'When she had entered her fifteenth year, the 

movement for the emancipation of woman was fiounsh

ing, and had even impressed her eldest sister. Sophia 

also w1shed to study, but as her father forbade her, she, 

hke so many others, ran away from home. 

Concealed m the bouse of some fnends, she sent 

a messenger to parley with he.r father, who, after hav!Dg 

raged m vam for some weeks, endeavouring to find h1s 

daughter by means of the police, ended by commg to 

terms, and consentmg to prov1de Sophia With a pass

port Her mother secretly sent her a small sum. 

Soph1a was free, and began to study eagerly. 

What, however, d1d the Russtan literature of that 

penod impart to her? A bitter c:nt1cism of our entire 

SoCial order, mdicatmg Soctaltsm as the defimte object 

and the sole remedy. Her masters were Cermscevsky 

and Dobrohn bov-the masters, that ts, of the whole 

modern generation. W 1tb such masters eagerness to 

acqmre knowledge qmckly changed m her mto eager· 

ness to work accordmg to the ideas denved from what 

she bad read. The same tendency anses spontaneously 

K 
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m many other women who are m the same posttlon. 

Commumty of 1deas and asp1ratwns developes among 

them a feehng of profound frJendship, and seeing 

themselves m numbers mspues them mth the de;tre 

and the hope of domg something. 
In th1s manner we have a secret soctety m embryo; 

for m Russ1a everythmg that 1s done for the welfare of 

the country, and not for that of the Emperor, has to 

be done m secret. Sophia Perovskam became mhmate 

' mth the unfortunate faiWly of the Kormloff Sisters, the 

nucleus from whwh was developed two years afterwards, 

the Cucle of the Cunkovz~, wh1ch I have several trmes 

mentroned. Perovskma, .together w1th some young 

students, a1nong whom was Nrcho!as C1mkovsky, who 

gave his name to the future orgamsatJon, was one of 

the first members of thrs 1mportant CirCle, w h1ch at 

first was more hke a family gathermg than a pohtlcal 

SOCiety. 

The Crrc!e, which at first had no other obJect than 
' that of propaganwsm among the young, was not a large 

. one. The members were always adm1tted byunammtiy. 

There were no rules, for there was no need of any. All 

the dectswns were always taken by unamnuty, and th1s 

not very practical regulatwn never led to any un-
' pleasant consequences or inconvemence, as the reci-

procal affection and esteem among the members of the 

Cll'cle were such that what the gemus of Jean Jacques 
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pictured as the 1deal of human mtercourse was at

tamed; the mmonty yielded to the maJonty, not from 

necessity or compulswn, but spontaneously from mward 

conviCtiOn that 1t must be nght. 

The relatwns between the members of the Cucle 

were the most fraternal that can be 1magmed. 

Smcenty and thorough f1ankness were the general 

rule. All were acquamted w1th each other, even more 

so, perhaps, than the membe1s- of the same f<~mily, and 

no one Wished to conceal from the others e; en the· 

least Important act of h1s hfe. Thus every little weak

ness, every lack of devotion to the cause, every trace 

•of egot1sm, was pomted out, underhned, sometimes 

reciprocally reproved, not as would be the case by a 

pedantic mentor, but w1th affection and regret, as 

between brother and brother. 

These 1deal I elations, 1mposs1ble m a C1rcle com-
' prlSlng a large number of persons UD!ted only by the 

1dentity of the object they have m new, entirely dis

appeared when the pohtical actmty of th1s Cucle was 

enlarged. But they were calculated to mfluence the 

moral development of the mdmdual, and to form those 

noble dispositions and those steadfast hearts which 

were seen m Cupnanoff, Ceruscm, Alexander Korn1lova, 

Serdmkoff, and so many more, who m any other 

country would have been ~he honour and glory of the 

nation, With us, where ar~ they? Dead; m pmon; 

" 2 
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fallen by theu own hands ; entombed m the mmes of 

Sibena, or crushed under the Immense gnef of havmg 

lost all-every~hmg whiCh they held most dear m 

hfe. 
It was among these surroundmg~, austere and 

affectionate, Impressed With a ngonsm almost monastic, 

and glowmg mth enthusiasm and devotion, that Sophia 

Perovska1a passed the first three or four years of her 

youth, when the pure and dehcate mmd receives so 

readily every good Impression ; when the heart beats so 

strongly for everythmg great atid generous; 1t was 

among these surroundmgs that her character was 

formed. 

Perovska1a was one of the most mf!uentml and 

esteemed members of the Cucle, for her sto1cal seventy 

towards herself, her mdefatlgable energy, and, above · 

all, for her powerful capac1ty. Her clear and acute 

mmd had that philosophical qual1ty, so rare among 

women, not only of perfectly understandmg a questwn, 

but of always seizmg 1t m 1ts philosophical connectiOn 

w1th all the questions dependent on It or ammg out 

of 1t. Hence arose a firmness of conviCtiOn which 

could not be shaken, e1ther by sophisms or by the 

transient 1mpresswns of the moment, and an extra

ordmary abll1ty m every kmd of discussion, theoretical 

and practical. She was an admuable ' debater,' If I 
may use the word ' Always regardwg a subJect from 
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every s1de, she had a great advantage over her oppo

nents, as ordmanly subjects are regarded by most 

people from one s1de alone, mdJCated by thetr dis

positions or personal mchnatwns. Soplua Perovskaia, 

although of the most ardent temperament, could 

elevate herself by the force of her mtellect above the 

promptmgs of feehng, and saw thmgs WJth eyes wh10h 
were not confused by the halo of her own enthusmsm. 

She never exaggerated anythmg, and did not attnbute 

to her actmty and that of her fnends greater Im

portance than they possessed. She was always endea

vounng, therefore, to enlarge 1t by finding fresh 

channels and means of actlv1ty, and consequently 

became even an m1bator of fresh undertakmgs. 

Thus, the transfer of the propagand1sm among the 

young, to one among the workmg men of the 01ty, 

effected by the Cmle of the Out~kovz~ m the years 1871 

and 1872, was m great part due to the lUJtmtJve of 

Sophia Perovskrua. When th1s change was accom

phshed, she was among the first to urge that from the 

towns' 1t should pass to the country, clearly seemg that 

m Russm 1f a party 1s to have a future 1t must put 

1tself m commumcatwn w1th the mass of the rural 

populatwn. Afterwards, when she belonged to the 

Terronst orgamsatJon, she made every effort to enlarge 

the actlVlty of her party, whiCh seemed to her too 

exclusive. 
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Th1s perpetual cravmg, however,·arose m her from 

the great reasorung powers WJ th w htch she was en

dowed, and not nom romanhc feehng, whiCh generally 

spnngs from a too ardent 1magmat10n. Of such 

10manbc feehug, "Inch sometime~ 1m pel~ to great 

undertakmgs, but ordm:mly causes life to be wasted 1n 

tdle dreams, Sophta Pero\ skam had not the shghtest 

trace. She was too pos1tJve and clear-s1ghted to hve 

upon ch1meras. She was too energetic to remam 1dle. 

She took !Jfe as 1t 1s, endeavourmg to do the utmost 

that could be done, at a g1ven moment. Inertia to her 

was the greatest of torments, 

For four years, however, she was compelled to 

endure 1t. 

II 

On November 25, 1873, Perovskma was arrested, 

together With some workmg men among whom she was 

carrymg on the ag1tahon m the Alexander Nevsky 

dtstnct. She was thrown mto pnson, but, m the 

absence of proofs agamst her, after a year's detention 

was provlSlonally released, on the bat! of her father, 

and had to go mto the (Jnmea, where her family 

possessed ah estate For three years Sophm rema.med 

there, Without bemg able to do anythmg, as she was 

under stnct surveillance, and wtthout bemg able to 
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escape, because she would have thereby compromised 

all those who had been prov1s10nRlly released, mstead 

of wa1tmg theu tnal m pnson. At last, m the year 

1877, came that tnal 'of the 193' m wh1ch almost all 

the members of the society of the Omikovzi were Imph

cated as well as Sophta Perovskam 

Here 1t may not be out of place to not1ce a specml 

mc1dent m connectton w1th her fiut appearance m 

public, whwh affords an !llustratwn of her character. 

The accused m th1s tnal not mshmg to be mere 

playthmgs m the hands of the Government, wluch 

fixed the Eentences befor~ the proceedmgs commenced, 

resolved to make a solemn demonstratwn. But of 

what nature th1s demonstration should be was not 

settled before the final day. 

Soph1a Perovskaia bemg out on ball, went to the 

tnal Without knowmg the des1gn~ of her fuends, who 

were 1n pnson, and was purposely brought before the 

Court first, as 1t was thought she would be taken un

awares, and that the mfiuence of her example m1ght 

be turned to account. Thts hope, however, was com

pletely frustrated. Soplua, seemg herself qlllte alone, 

declared dnect!y her first surpriSe was over, that she 

would take no part whatever tn the tnal, as she d1d not 

see those whose 1deas she shared, and whose fate she 

Wished to share. 

Th1s was precisely what had been resolved upon at 



136 REVOLUTIONARY' PROFILES. 

the same moment, m the cells of the pnson. Soph1a. 

was acqUitted, not r~leased, however, as m1ght have 

been expected, but consigned to the gendarmes, m 

accordance w1th a mere pohce order, to be mterned m 

one of the northern provmces. Th1s IS how all pohtwal 

offenders 111 Russia who are acqUitted by the tnbunals 

are treated. 
Henceforth, however, no moral obhgatlon any 

longer we1ghed upon her. She resolved, therefore, to 

escape, and profitmg by the first occasiOn whwh offered, 

she did escape, Without bemg aided by anyone, without 

even appnsmg her fnends. Before anyone, mdeed, 

had heard of 1t, she returned to St. Petersburg, smiling 

and" cheerful, as 1f nothmg had happened, and related 

the btory of her flight, so simple, mnocent, and almost 

charmmg, that, among the temble adventures of her 

hfe, 1t 1s like a rhododendron blossommg among the 

wtld prec!plCes of the Swm Diablerets. 

In 1878 she agam took an acttl'e part m the move

ment. But when, after an absence of four years, she 

returned to the field of battle, everythmg was changed 

there-men, t~ndenCies, means. , 

The Terronsm had made 1ts first appearance. 

She supported this movement, as the only one to 
wh1ch, owmg to the cond1t10ns created by the Govern~ 

ment, recourse could be had. It was, mdeed, m this 
' 
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tremendous struggle that she displayed her ennnent 
quaht1es m all therr splendour. 

She very soon acqurred m the Terronst orgarusa

tiOn the same Influence, and the same esteem, she 

had had m the Crrcle to which she prev10usly be

longed. 

She was of a voraciOus energy. Indeed, she could 

do alone the work of many. She was really mdefatlg

able. She earned on the agttatlon among the young, 

and was one of the most successful m 1t; for, to the 

art of convmcmg, she umted that much mote diffi

cult, of mspmng enthusmsm and the sentiment of 

the h1ghest duty, because she was full of It her§elf. 

D1rectly the opportunity offered, she camed on the 

ag1tat10n among the workmg men, who loved her for 

her Simplicity and earnestness, whlch always please 

the people , and she was one of the founders of the 

workmg-men's Terronst Soc1ety, called rabocut~a 

drugtna, to which Timothy lii1cailoff and R1ssakoff 

belonged. She was an orgamser of the highest order. 

W1th her keen and penetratmg mmd, she could grasp 

the mmutest details, upon whtch often depends the 

success or l:ulme of the most rmportant undertakings. 

She dtsplayed great ability m the preparatory labours 

that reqmre so much foresight and self-command, as a 

word let shp mopportunely may rum everythmg. Not 

that It woul~ be repeated to the pollee, for the se-
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eluded hfe led by the N rhthsts renders such a thmg 

ahnost rmposstble ; but by those almost meV1table m

dtscrettons, as, for instance, between husband and wrfe, or 

fnend and frtend, by whtch 1t sometimes happens that 

a secret, whiCh has leaked out from the narrow cucle 

of the orgamsahon through the thoughtlessness of 

some member, m a moment spreads all over the c1ty, 

and rs m every mouth. As for Sophia Perovskam, she 

earned her reserve to such an extent, that she could 

hve for months together w1th her moot mt!Ulate per

sonal fnend wrthout that fnend knowrng anythmg 

whatever of what she was domg. 

From hvmg so long m the revolutionary world, 

Perovskrua acqmred a great capactty for dlV!mng m 

others the quahhes whtch render .them adapted for 

one kmd of duty rather than another, and could con

trol men as few can control them. Not that she em

ployed subterfuges ; she had no need of them. The 

authonty she exercrsed was due to herself alone, to her 

firmness of character, to her supremely pursuas1ve 

langiiage, and still more, pet haps, to the moral eleva

tiOn and boundless de'vot10n wluch breathed forth from 
her whole bemg. • 

The force of her wrll was as powerful as that of her 

mtellect. The temble to1l of perpetual consptracy 

under the condttlons eltlstmg In Russra ; that to1l 

wh10h exhausts and consumes the most robust tempera-
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ments, hke an mfernal fire ; for the Implacable god of 

the RevolutiOn clmms as a holocaust not merely the 

hfe and the blood of Its followers-would that It were 

so-but the very marrow of the1r bones and bram, their 

very mmost soul ; or otherwise reJects them, d1scards 

them, d1sdamfully, pitilessly; th1s ternble toil, I say, 

could not shake the w1ll of Sophm Perovskam 

For eleven yearo she remamed in the ranks, shar

mg m 1mmense losses and reverse>, and yet ever =
pelled to fresh attacks She knew how to preserve 

intact the sacred spark She drd not wrap herself 

up 10 the gloomy and mournful mantle of ng1d 'duty.' 

Notwrthstandmg her stoiCISm and apparent coldness, 

she reroamed, essentmlly, an mspued pnestess ; for 

under her cmrass of pohshed steel, a woman's heart 

was always beahng Women, 1t must be confessed, 

are much more rwhly endowed mth thls dmne flame 

than men. Th1s 1s why the almost rehgtous fervour of 

the Russmn Revolutwnary movement must m great 

part be attnbuted to them ; and while they take part 

10 It, It WuJ be !DVlDCible. 

Sophi:t Perovskam was not merely an orgamser; 

she went to the front m person, and coveted the most 

dangerous posts. It was that, perhaps, which gave 

her this mesistible famnat10n. When fLung upon 

anyone her scrutJmsmg regard, wh1ch seemed to pene-
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trate into the very depths of the mind, she said, With 

her earnest look, 'Let us go.' Who could reply to 

her, 'Not I'? She went Willmgly, 'happy,' as she 

used to say. 

She took part m almost all the Terronst enter

prises, commencing With the attempt to hberate Voma

ralsky in 1878, and sometimes bore the heaVlest 

burden of them, as m the Hartmann attempt, m which, 

as the mistress of the house, she had to face dangers, 

all the greater becau;e unforeseen, and m which, by 

her presence of mmd and self-command, she several 

times succeeded Ill avertmg the unmment peril which 

hung over the entire undertakmg. 

As to her resolution and coolness m actwn, no words 

suffimently strong could perhaps be found to express 

them. It Will suffice to say that, 1n the Hartmann 

attempt, the SIX or e1ght men engaged m1t, who cer

tamly were not Without rmportance, specmlly entrusted 

Sophia Perovskam With the duty of firmg the depos1t 

of mtro-glycenne m the mtenor of the house, so as to 

blow mto the air everythmg and everybody, m case the 

pohce came to arrest them. It was she, also, who was 

entrusted With the very dehcate duty of watchmg for 

the amval of the Impenal tram, m order to g~ve the 

SlgiiDl for the explosiOn at the exact moment, and, as 1s 

well known, 1t was not her fault that the attempt 
failed. 
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I w1ll not speak of the management of what took 

place on March 13, for 1t would be repeatmg what 

everybody knows. The Impenal Procurator, anxious 

to show how httle power the Executive Comilllttee 

possessed, sa1d the best proof of th1s was that the duec

tlOn of a matter of so much Importance was entrusted 

to the feeble hands of a woman. The Comlnlttee 

~mdently knew better, and Soph1a Perovskrua clearly 

proved 1t. 

She was arrested a week after March 13, as she 

would not oii. any account qmt the capttal. She 

appeared before the court, tranquil and senous, mth

out the slightest trace of parade or ostentat10n, endea

vourmg ne1ther to justify herself, nor to glonfy herself; 

s1mple and modest as she had lived. Even her eneillles 

were moved. In a very bnef .address she stmply asked 

that she Inlght not be separated, as a woman, from her 

compamons, but m1ght share theu fate. This request 

was granted. 

Su weary days the execut10n was postponed, 

although the legal term for appealing and petlhomng 

IS fixed at only three. 

"What was the cause of th1s mcomprehens1ble delay? 

What was bemg done to the condemned all th1s t1me ? 

No one knows. 

The most simster rumours soon mculated through-
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out the cap1tal. It was declmed that the condemned, 

m accordance w1th the AsJatlcally J esmtwal adVIce of 

Lons Mehkoff, were subJected to torture to extract 

revelatwns from them ; not befm•e but ajtiYT' the sen

tence, for then no one would hear the1r vo1ces agmn. 

Were these 1dle rumours, or mdlscreet revelatwns ? 

No one knows. 

Havmg no pos1tlve teshmony we Will not bnng 

such an accusation, even agamst our enem1es. There 

1s one md1sputable fact, however, whiCh contnbuted to 

g1ve greater credence to these pelSlstent rumours ; the 

vOices of the condemned were never heard aga1n by 

anyone. The visits of relahves, winch, by a p1ous 

custom, are allowed to all who are about to d1e, were 

obstmately forbidden, With what obJect, or for what 

reason, 1s not known. The Government was even not 

ashamed to have recourse to unworthy subterfuges m 

order to avert remonstrance. Soplua Perovska1a's 

mother, who adored her daughter, hastened from the 

Cnmea at the first announcement of the arrest. She 

saw Sophia for the last time, on the day of the verdict. 

Durmg the five other days, under one pretext or 

another, she was al~ays sent away. At last she was 

told to come 1n the mmnmg of Apnl15, and that then 

she would see her daughter. 

She went; but at the moment when she approached 

the ppson the door was thrown Wide open, and she 

saw her daughter, m truth-but upon the fatal cart. 
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It was the mournful processiOn of the condemned 

to the plac~ of execution. 

I wlil not narrate the homble deta1ls of th1s execu· 

tion,-' I have been present at a dozen executions in 
the East,' says the correspondent of the 'Kolrusche 

Zeitung,' 'but I have never seen such a butchery 

( Schmdere~ ).' 
All the condemned wed hke heroes. 

'K1balclC and Gebabofi' were very calm, Timothy 

lVIwulofi'was pale, but firm, Rissakofi'was hver-coloured. 

Sophia Perovskma <hsplayed e:rlraordmary moral 

strength. Her cheeks even preserved theu rosy colour, 

while her face, always serJOus, Without the shghtest 

trace of parade, was full of true courage, and endless 

abnegat10n. Her look was calm and peaceful; not the 

slightest sign of ostentation could be d1scerned m 1t.' 
So speaks, not a N1hlhst, not even a Radical, but the 

correspondent of the ' Kolrusche Zeitung ' (of Apnl 16, 

1881 ), who cannot be suspected of excesSlVe sympathy 

With the Nihilists. 

At a quarter past mne Soph1a Perovskaia was a 

corpse. 

The above had already gone to press, when I 

received, from, her friends, the copy of a letter 

froru Soph1a Perovskma to her mother, wntten only 

a few days before the tnal. The translation which 
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follows mll not, I thmk, be unacceptable to my readers. 

I am far mdeed, however, from fiattermg myself that I 

have preserved the warm breath of tenderness and 

affect10n, the mdescnbable charm, whtch render 1t so 

touchmg m the Russian language. 

Bemg under no delus10n as to the sentence and 

fate whtch awatted her, Soplua endeJ.voured to gently 

prepare her mother for the ternble news, and to console 

her beforehand as far as posstble. 

'My dear, adored Mamma,-The thought of you 

oppresses and torments me always. My darlmg, I 

tmplore you to be calm, and not to gneve for me ; 

for my fate does not afflict me m the lea ~t, and I shall 

meet 1t With complete tranqmlhty, for I have long 

expected 1t, and known that sooner or later It must 

come. And I assure you, dear mamma, that my fate 

IS not such a very mournful one. I have hved as my 

conVIct10ns dtctated, and 1t would have been tmposstble 

for me to have acted otherwtse. I awmt my fate, there

fore, wtth a tranqllll consctence, whatever It may be. 

The only thmg wmch oppresses me Is the thought of 

your gnef, ob, my adored mother I It IS that whiCh 

rends my heart; and what would I not gtve to be able 

to allevtate It? My dear, dear mother, remember that 

you have still a large family, so many grown-up, and so 

many little ones, all of whom have need of you, have 

need of your great moral strength. The thought that 
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I have been unable to rruse myself to your moral 

he1ght has always gneved me to the heart. Whenever, 

however, I felt myself wavermg, 1t was always the 

thought of you whwh sustamed me. I will not speak 

to you of my devotion to you; you know that from my 

mfancy you were always the obJect of my deepest and 

fondest love. Annety for you was the greatest of my 

suffenngs. I hope that you w1ll be calm, that you will 
pardon me the gnef I have caused you, and not blame 

me too much ; your reproof 1s the only one that wowd 

gneve my heart, 

'In fancy I k1ss your hands agam and agam, and on 

my knees I Implore you not to be angry w1th me. 

'Remember me most affectronately to all my 

relatives. 
And I have a httle commtssron for you, my dear 

m~mma. Buy'me some cuffs and collars; the collars 

rather narrow, and the cuffs '\nth buttons, for studs are 

not allowed to be worn here. Before appearmg at the 

tnal, I must mend my dress·a httle, for It has become 

much wom.here. Good-bye till we meet agam, my dear 

mother. Once more, I Implore you not to grieve, and 

not to afflict yourself for me. My fate IS not such a 

sad one after all, and you must not gneve about It. 

'Your own SoPHIA. 

'.lfm ch 22 (Apnl 3) 1881 ' 

L 
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THE JIOSCOW ATTEMPT. 

I. 

A BAND OF HERMITS, 

UPON the outskirts of the old cap1tal of Russia, JUSt 

where that half Asiatic City, Immense as the antique 

Babylon or Nme\eh, 1s at last lost lll the d1stance, 

and 1ts houses, becomtng fewer, are scattered among 

the market gardens and fields, and the Immense 

uncultivated plams wh1ch surround It on all s1des, as 

the sea surrounds an Islet ; on these outskirts 1s a httle 

cottage, one storey high, old, gnmy w1th age, and half 

m rums. 

Although 1n a cap1tal, th1s poor dwelhng IS not out 

of harmony w1th the d1stnct. The other houses round 

about have the same mean and rough aqpect; and all 

th1s part of the Immense 01ty resembles a httle v1llage 

lost m the plams of Russia, rather than a distrwt of one 

of the largest capitals m Europe. In summer, grass 

grows m the streets, so high that a cavalry regtment 

m1ght exercise there; and m the ramy autumn, these 
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streets are full of puddles and m:mmture lakes, m w h1ch 

the ducks and geese SWlm about. 

There 1s no movement. From time to t1me a 

passer-by 1s seen, and 1f be does not belong to the 

d!stnct the boys stare at 41m until be 1s out of s1ght. 

If by chance a carnage, or a hrred vehiCle, amves :m 

these parts, all the shutters, green, red, and blue, me 

hurnedly opened, and grrls and women peep forth, 

cunous to see ~uch an extraord:mary s1ght 

All the :mhabltants of th1s tranqUil d1stuct know 

each other, for they were born there, and have grown 

old there. They are Simple, patnarchal people, who 

seem in no way to belong to modern cmhsatwn. 

They hve exactly as the1r fathers hved two or three 

centUries ago. Almost all belong to the old rehgious 

sects wh1ch were forined m the seventeenth century, 

when the Patnarch N1kon, a g1fted but despotic and 

1mplacable man, Wlshed to correct vanous orthog1aphlcal 

errors m the old books. Refusmg to recogmse the 

correct10ns of N1kon, wh1ch he strove to 1mpose by 

force upon the zealots of the anCient nte, these sects 

even reJected all the ordmances of the State whiCh 

supported the feroc1ous Patnarch, espeCially after the 

reforins of Peter the Great, effected accordmg to the 

example of the mfidel ' Gerinans.' They even reJected 

the European dress, whiCh the reforinmg Czar wanted 

to 1mpose upon them by v10lence. 
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Cruelly persecuted for a couple of centuries, these 

sects spread notwithstandmg throughout all Russm 

among the poo1er classes, 'and now number at least ten 

millions of followers. Their prmc1pal centre IS the old 

cap1tul, abandoned by the Emperors, hke the old 

1ehgwn. The Preobragensko1e and Rogoscoe dJstncts, 

wlnch we are descnbmg, received their names from 

the two cemeterws where so many of the ma(tyrs of 

these sects are buned , they are the1r re,\l cap1tals, 

where their pnests and b1shops res1de clandestmely, 

and where the1r recumemcal counmls die held 

It IS true, the corruptwn of the age IS begmmng 

to mvade even these la•t retreats of the anc1ent 

faith. When on festival evemngs the people go forth 

and sit, accordmg to E.1stern custom, outside the1r 

houses, chattmg mth their neighbours, 1t IS no unusual 

thmg to see some hvely young man who work~ m one of 

the city manufactones playmg the' harmomca' mstead 

of the anc1ent gu1tar, and weanug a Jacket mth brJght 

buttons, mstead of the ancient stra1ght coat, besides 

boots w1th heels-wh1ch thmgs are German abomma

tions. It IS even related that some of them secretly 

smoke tobacco, whiCh IS a hemous offence, as 1t makes 

a man resemble not God, but the Dev1lm person, who 

in the hves of the samts IS always represented with 

filthy smoke 1ssumg from his mouth. 

The old folks mournfully shake their heads and 
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say that the end of the world is at hand, as the anc1ent 

devotion IS dymg out. 
The occupants of the house whiCh we have above 

referred to do not belong, however, to the ongmal m

habitants of this patnarchal distnct. They have newly 

come to reside there. N otwithstandmg this, they are 

not unfavourably regarded m the neighbourhood, for 

they are good, s1mple, God-fearmg people. The family 

conSISts of husband and wtfe. They are expectmg every 

moment the am val of thetr old parents. 

Although the w1fe seems very young, she 1s an 

excellent housewtfe; the husband, an artisan of Saratoff, 

IS about th1rty-two or th1rty-three, but 1s very grave 

for h1s age. EVldently he, also, 1s a member of the 

sect. He does not smoke tobacco, he does not shave

whlch 1s also constdered a very grave transgressiOn, as 1t 

takes from a man the hkeness of God, m whose 1mage, 

as 1s well known, he was created. True, the new-comer 

wears boots wtth heels, and a jacket. But tbts perhaps 

1s 'from fear of the Jews,' or perhaps because be 

belongs to another sect, whiCh allows theoe thlngs, and 

then no censure attaches to h1m, for the vanous sects 

display perfect tolerance towards each other. 

There was an 1mportant md1cahon wb1ch asststed 

in cbangmg tb1s fnendly suspicion mto a certamty. 

The fam1ly was two m number. There could be 

no doubt, however, that the house was occup1ed by 
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several persons ; provlSlons to such an extent were 

purchased, that, however hearty thel!' appetites, they 

could not consume them alone. Then, top, some of 

the old folks durmg thell' sleepless mghts had heard 

the creakmg of the gate, and even the sound of 

vehtcles, evidently bnngmg people from a dtstance. 

' Who could they be but brethren?' the old folks s:ud 

to each other tn confidence. Certamly no one would 

have gone and breathed a word of th1s to thell' common 

enemy the policeman, standmg there at the corner of 

the street No one would have dreamed of It. 

These pwus folks were not mistaken. The house 

was m fact occupted by an entl!'e band of hermtts

mmers by trade. The vehiCles whwh came by mght 

brought dynamtte, and the necessary mstruments for 

Its explosiOn. 

It was the l\Ioscow mme. 

II. 

TBC MINE 

THE excavatton of the :Moscow mme, by whwh the 

Imperial tram was to be blown up, commenced about 

the mtddle of September, and fimshed two months 

afterwards, was part of the vast plan of a tnple attempt 

of the same kmd, whtch was to be earned out durmg 



154 llEVOLUTIONARY SKETCHES. 

- the journey of the Emperor from the Cumea to St. 

Petersburg, mthout mentwmng three others whiCh 

belonged to about the same time. 

Th~ mmes under the rrolway !me were placed at 

three dlffe1ent pomts; near :i.VIoscow, near Alexandrovsk, 

and near Odessa. 

It was believed, therefore, that the blow could not 

poss1bly fall. 

Owmg, however, to a combmatlon of vanous crr

cumstances, th1s was prec1sely what happened. The 

preparations upon the Odessa rmlway, together w1th 

those upon the Itahanskam, recently d1scovered, for 

blowmg up the Impenal carnage while passmg through 

the streets of the c1ty, had to be abandoned, owmg to 
a change m the 1tmerary of the Emperor. In that of 

Alexandrovsk, orgamsed by Gehabofland Okladsky, the 

mine, owmg to some defect of the capsule, d1d not 

explode, although the battery was closed at the r1ght 

moment, and thus the Impenal tram passed umnJured, 

over a preCipiCe, to the bottom of "'hJCh It would 

1nfalhbly have rolled at the shghtest shock. The two 

preVIous attempts fmled m the same manner ; that of 

bloWing up the stone bndge m St. Petersburg orgamsed 

by the same Gehaboff, and Tetwrka, as the latter wd 

not keep his appomtment ; and that of blowmg up the 

Imperial steamer near NIColmeff, orgamsed by Logo

denko, the sole attempt d1scovered by the pohce. By 
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the merest chance, they pa1d a dom1e,ihary VlSlt to the 

very apartment m "h1ch the electuc mres wPrc placed 

In l\Ioscow alone, the Terronsts were fortunate 

enough to make at least an attempt. Yet 1t was pre

cisely the1e that the undertakmg seemed most difficult, 

and the p1obabihties of success much less, owmg 

especially to the cyclopean labour, whiCh reqmred many 

men, whom 1t was d1fficult to keep concealed, and to 

the VICimty of the capital, where the surveillance was . 
so stnct. 

I Will not relate what IS already known from the 

newspapers of that date. I s!IDply propose to draw 

attention to two cucumstances, as they were related to 

me by a friend who took part m the undertalang, and 

for whose veracity I can unbes1tatmgly answer. 

The first relates to the orgamsahon, the second to 
the executiOn of the proJect. Both are very cbarac

tenshc, not only of this attempt, but of all the under

talangs of the Terronsts; I mean the extreme s1m-, 
phCity, whiCh IS m such flagrant contrad!ctlon With all 

the preconceived Ideas upon Nihihsm, and the means 

and methods of execut1on, attnbuted to 1t. 

It IS generally believed that the N1hlhsts have 
' 

enormous means at therr disposition. Th1s IS a great 

error, and the l\Ioscow attempt 1s the best proof of 1t. 

The expenses of the struggle are so Immense, that the 

N1h1hsts are always huntmg about for a few roubles. 
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They are thus compelled to do everyth10g 10 the most 

economical manner, often at the nsk of their hves, 

As a matter of fact, the Egyptian labours of the 

Moscow m10e, and of the two other ratlway attempts 

orgamsed for the same month of November, cost 10 all 

the pitiful snm of from 3,000l. to 4,000l., 10clud10g 

travell10g expenses. The other undertakmgs, of less 

extent, cost still less. Thus the attempt to liberate 

one of the pnsoners condemned at the tnal ' of the 

193 ' whLle he was being taken from St. Petersburg to 

the central pnson of Karkoff, was orgamsed upon a 

large scale ; five horses, a vehwle, and a supply of 

arms had to be bought, and the expen>es paid of a large 

body of sentmels, placed 10 St. Petersburg, Moscow, 

Kursk, and Karkoff to watch every movement of the 

pollee. Yet this attempt, accordmg to the detailed 

accounts sent m to the orgamsabon l>y those who were 

entrusted With It, cost only 4,500 roubles, and some 

odd money, or about 600l. 

Spendmg so htile, the Terronsts are often compelled 

to fill up, so to speak, with their own flesh and blood, 

the cracks in the edifice, caused by undue economy of 

wood Thus, in the Moscow attempt, from want of 

money a loan had to be contracted, upon the mortgage 

of the very house In wh1ch the mme was bemg made. 

A survey had then to be made by an expert, whiCh is 

always done m the presence of the police, and tb1s 
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when the mme was already almost fhushedjl Up4l~ 
danger of such a survey I need not inststl h~;9oik.• 
1tself was earned out at the least posstble exp e~04 ., 

Thus, the mstrument for bormg was not obtai'A~ 

ttll towards the last, when, owmg to therrexcessrve tot!, 

the miners were absolutely exhausted. At fust the 

work was done by h,md, and although, owmg to the wet 

weather, the passage was always full of water, wluch 

drtpped from the top and collected at the bottom, so 

that they had to work drenched m freezmg water, 

standmg m 1t up to thetr knees, and even to he down 

m the mud, the mm~rs had no waterproof clothmg, 

such as dtvers wear, whtch would have preserved them 

from so much suffenng m thts homble Dantean hole. 

In order to keep the passage m a nght dtrectwn, 

means and mstruments were employed, wluch a sur

veyor would have scornfully reJected. Thus no astro

labe was bought, not even a compass wtth a quadrant, 

but a mere pocket compass, only used for drawtng up 

m1lttary plans. 

By means of th1s oompass, the cardmal pomts were 

found, wtth more or less premston, and to mdtcate them 

mstde the passage, httle pteces of uon were used 

attached by a wue along the beams. 

N otWithstandmg all thts, when the mme was ex

ammed, after the explos10n, by the engtneers, they 

found that 1t was extremely well made. Dtbgence 
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~de up for the defects of the Implements of labour, 

-aud good spmts sustamed strength 

It rould be a grave error to picture th1s temble 

band 1hvested w1th the tradttlonal attrtbutes of the 

theatncal conspuator. All the meehngs of the Nthil

lsts are d!stmgmshed by their Simplicity, and by the 

complete absence of that parade and ostentation so 

thoroughly opposed to the Russian character, the 

tendency of wluch IS towards the humorous. 

In graver matters m wluch hfe or hves have to be 

nsked, or even undoubtedly lost, everythmg IS settled 

among us m two words. There IS no display of oratoncal 

.1rt. There IS no passiOnate harangue, f01 1t would 

merely cause a sm1le, as bemg completely out of place. 

The public 1s not admitted to our d1scusswns. Every

thing 1s done by people who thoroughly know each 

other, and who perfectly understand what the1e IS 

to do. 

Why, therefore, make a d1splay of what 1s under

stood of Itself? Rarely, mdeed, does some phrase or 

word VIbrate, involuntanly, With a deeper tone, or 

some flash of enthusiasm shme forth 1n a glance. If 
some one not understandmg our language had been 

present at a meetmg of the Terronsts, m wh1ch the 

most temble schemes were planned, he would have 

taken 1t for a gathenng of peaceful folks, speakmg 

cahnly and Simply upon some harmless matter. 
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r 
I say thts for the gutdance o~ 

who have had the goodness to reP\ .et 

1st hfe. All make them melo¥mat 
I ' 

among us, mstead of excttlu\the enL. -,. 
buted to them, would have roduced p -

oppostte effect; for they wo)lld tmdoubted. 
1 aer. 

aroused susptcwus of therr firmness by too muc~e to 
1 

queuce. We have all heard of the dog whose barh.<L 
worse than hts btte. 

The Moscow mme may serve as au excellent t!lus

tratwn of what I am saymg. As to the danger wluch 

hung over all who were m the fatal house, 1t certamly 

could ne1ther be exaggerated nor forgotten. Accord

mg to the Russmn laws, m any attempt agamst the 

hfe of the Emperor, all the accomphce3, wtthout any 

dtstmctwn of degree, mcludmg the non-mformers, are 

pumshed w1th death. Thts death was hovermg at 

every moment, mght and day, over the heads of the 

mmers, and from bme to trme they felt the cold flap

pmg of 1ts sombre wmgs, and knew that 1t was ready to 

setze them. 

Some days before the Emperor passed, the pohce 

went to thts house on some fnvolous pretext. The 

mmers were 1mmedtately warned. The pohce saw 

only the leg1t1mate occupants of the nouse, and 

everyt!ung was arranged m such a manner as to 

ex01te not the least susplClon. Yet the shghtest em-
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~ ~ ,, htest trembhng of the voice, 
~ \le1eC ... ' 
lse\., mistrust, and led to a stncter ts, f 
:b everythmg would have been ills-

• I 

i .-1 \ 

t1mes 1t was to be feared that some sus-
cr·,.~v j 

,muld anse m tl:le mmds of pry:tng neighbours 

1;ay be read m th~ report of the tnal of the su

e ,n ), suspw1ons whwh were so well averted by Sophrn 

Perovskma. 

To 1;how that the mmers were under no 1lluswn as 

to the fate whwh awatted them, 1t wtll be suffic1ent to 

recall the fact of the bottle of mtro-glycenne placed 

ms1de the room. 

N otwtthstandmg all th1s, unflaggmg good spmts 

prevailed m the household throughout the whole 

penod of the work. At dmner time, when all met, 

there was chattmg and Jokmg as though nothmg were 

at stake, and 1t was then that Sophia Perovskata, at the 

very moment when she had m her pocket a loaded 

revolver mtended to blow up everything and every

body mto the arr, most frequently debghted the com

pany wtth her silvery laugh. One of the mmers even 

composed some comw verses, m whiCh was related m 

burlesque style the vanous VICISSitudes and mc1dents 

of the mmmg work. 
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TWO ESCAPES. 

I. 

OxE evenmg m the mtddle of January 

forget the exact day-some enles met m Geneva 

take a cup of tea at the house of one of thetr num 

M G. s an 

It was a somewhat numerous party, stx or sevenncon

sons perhaps, and, whatls much rarer m the gathr >d to 

of the exiles, It was rather a hvely one. Our charm,.,u 

hostess was seated at the pmno, which shG played with 

much taste and feelmg, and she sang to us several 

Ukramian 'songs. We were all somewhat exctted by 

the music. We JOked and laugh~d. The prmcipal 

subJect of our conversatiOn was the escape from Sibena 

of one of our fnends, news of whwh had reached us that 

very day. 

All the partiCulars of the escape then known havmg 

been related, and all the observations and conJec

tures with I egard to It havmg been made, a moment 

of silence followed ; of that dead, msupportable silence, 

\\hen the Russians say,' A fool has been born' or' The 

M 
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.c th ~ _cJovenng over us; accordmg to their 
up 1or e ~~~~ 
good spmts 
\would be 0h1 

ence of this conver•atwn respecting 
) t d ' ~1 fnend, the Idea came mto my mmd 
mve• .e 

l
ose to the company, whiCh mcluded Krapotkme 

lea ~ 
,;oanovski, to relate to each other the pal hculars 

tre r 1 

l 
1ay bvn escapes, as almost everyone had succeeded 

r 1 
l), susJ1g. 

' Perovsk'lfas owmg to th1s proposal, which met w1th 

~eral approval, that I am able to wnte th1s sketch. 
I I 

to thKrapotkme parried the proposal, saymg that he had 
" recalh compelled to relate the particulars of h1s escape 
I 

1ns1de and over agam, until he was qmte siCk of the 
I ' 

N o"Ct. He was obliged, however, to y1eld to the lm-

nrAT.l'tunJty of the company. 

' The finn deternnnahon to escape at all hazards,' 

he began, ' never left me from the first day of my arrest. 

But 1f \here 1s anyth1ng 1mposs1ble m the world, It 1s 

to e•cape f10m the fortress of St. Peter and St. Paul. 

I drew up plans, or rather, mdulged m wlld fanc1es, as 

I could not but perce1ve that they were only vam 

dreams.' 

After this prelude, Krapotkme related how he wa$ 

transferred to the NICholas Hospital, how he mduced 

those m charge of~ him always to beheve him ~n extre
m~s, &c. I will not repeat all this, for I have already 

• 
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spoken of 1tin h1s biography. 
main facts. 

'The doctor ordered me dally 

one o'clock I was taken into the 

the Hospital. A sentmel, musket m hand 

by my s1de 

' I be!(an to take close note of everythm 
draw up my plans. 

'The courtyard was large. The gate, 

shut, was then open; for at that penod of tl 

was July) the Hosp1tal was takmg m 1ts su 

wood for the Winter. As th1s, however, would 1 was an 

a few weeks, no sentmel had been placed at t'P mMn. 

It was a great advantage. · 

' I walked up and down at the bottom of the court

yard, exactly oppos1te the gate. The sentmel was 

always near, between me and the gate. As, however, 

I walked more slowly than a tortoise, wmch, a; 1s well 

known, weartes a v1gorous man more than he would be 

weaned by leaps and bounds, the soldier had recourse 

to the followmg stratagem he followed a hne parallel 

to mme, but five paces nearer the gate. He was thus 

able to make h1s walk ten paces longer than mme, for 

at each e:~:tre!Dlty of ills hne he was always at the same 

d1stance from the gate, as I was at the extremity of 

my lme. 

'Th1s calculatiOn, whwh the senhnel ev1dently made 

>r2 
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or the 
1
d absolutely correct theorebcally. I, 

l ~l?~tj 5 
t?ht, that lf once we both began to 

lt.~d1;r ~ 6 'l. natural1nstmct, would endeavour , c.. 
ves~_: as qu1ckly as posstble, and wonld therefoce 

al~se td 1e, mstead of runnmg drrectly to the gate 

~~nov~y retreat. He would thus deqcnbE> two 

ay 'Re tnangle, of wluch I shonld descnbe the 
susp 
,ka , g\,1 Upon tlus pomt, thus, I had an advan-

.vlfls ight hope to reach the gate before the 

ral 3PI1nmng at the same speed. I hoped, how

rapo\h faster, but was not certain of It, bemg much 

coml by lilness. 

N 
andl vehtcle were wattlng at the gate for me, so 

C,.t , 
"~. 1 m1ght easily JUmp mto tt, I smd to myself I 

shonld have a good chance of escapmg. 

'When I was about to send a letter to my fnends 

eontammg the outhnes of my plan, I received another 

from them on the same subject I began a correspon

dence. I need not relate the vanous plans and proJects 

proposed and abandoned; there were so many. Several 

questions had to be settled ; whether my fnends should 

enter the courtyard as they proposed, and engage m 

some way or other the .J.ttentwn of the seutmel; whether 

the vehicle should await me at the gate, or at the 

corner of the hospital, where 1t would not be so :much 

' I preserve the mode of explanatwn charactenstic of a matbe
mal!ellln, wluch unpressed me when I heard tt 
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in stght ; whether one of our party should post htmself 

there, or the driver should remam alone. 

'I proposed the most stmple and natural plan, 

whiCh was finally adopted. No one should enter the 

courtyard. The vehtcle should awrut me at the gate, 

because I felt too weak to run as far as the corner. An 

mttmate fnend proposed to post htmself there to assist 

me, If necessary, In gettmg m more qmckly, and espe

ctally m dressmg me dtrectly afterwards, as I should be 

compelled to escape with scarcely anythmg on except 

my trousers and shut. 

'All we had to cover us m the hospttal was an 

mvalld's dressmg-gown. It was so large, so mcon

vement, and so long, that m walkmg I was obliged to 

carry my tram upon my arm. To run m such a garb 

was absolutely tmposstble. It must be thrown off at all 

hazards, before I could take to my heels. But thts 

must be done With the raptdtty of hghtnmg, for a 

smgle moment lost mtght rum all. For many days m 

successiOn I practtsed this performance m my cell. I 

found that, to do It wtth the utmost possible celenty, 

the operatwn must be dlVlded mto three elem~ntary 

movements, hke the musketry exerctse of soldters,-one, 

two, three. 
' The greatest dtffi.culty remru.ned ; the selectwn of 

the moment. Thts depended upon the condition of the 

streets through which we had to pass. A stnng of 
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wood carts, a detachment of passwg sold1ers, a mounted 

Cossack, might upset the attempt, espeCI..tlly as the 

streets through wh1ch we had to pass were very narrow 

and wmdmg. They must therefore be watched, and I 

must be mformed when they were free from all obstacles. 

For this purpose sentmels had to be placed at four 

different points. The fifth sentmel, recemng mforma

twn from the four others, had to give me the decisive 

stgnal at the proper moment. The stgnal was to be an 

a1r-ball, whtch would ascend at a glVen spot behmd the 

high wall of the courtyard In wh1ch I bok exemse. 

'I had also proposed to place a s1xth sentme\ at the 

comer of a lane 3. httle beyond, because, accordmg to my 

calculahons, this very narrow lane was so long, that a 

veh1cle bemg 1n 1t at the momeut of our departure 

would mfail1bly have stopped our progress It could 

not reach the end 'II hile we 'II ere passmg from the gate 

of the hospital to the entrance of th1s lane. As men 

were few, however, we d1d w1thout this sixth sentinel. 

'On the day fixed I went to take my exercise, full 

of hope and exc1tement. I looked agam and agam 

towarp9 that part of the wall where the red au-ball was 

to ascend. Nothing was to be seen. My trme was 

drawing to an end; still noth1ng. It ended, and With 

1t my hopes. With the Impressionable Imagination 

of a pnsoner, I gave way to the gloomiest conjectures . 

. I felt conunced that e\erythmg had broken down. 
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'Nothmg much, however, had happened. By a 

smgular chance, a red a1r-ball could not be found any

where m the Gostm1 Dvor, or m any of the toy-~hops, 

though .t whole mormng had been spent m lookmg 

for one. Only whtte and blue balls could be had, 

whtch my fnends would not take, and With good 

reason , for no change whatever, however mstgmficant 

1t may appear, 1s ever permttted m stgnals. They 

humedly purchased a red mdta-rubber ball m a gutta

percha shop, and filled 1t wtth gas of thetr own manu

facture. But the ball turned out so badly, that at the 

proper moment when the sentmel let go the strmg, • mstead of nsmg htgh mto the air 1t went up only a 

few yards and fell to the ground before reachmg the 

top of the courtyard wall. The sentmel frenztedly 

endeavoured to throw 1t up With hts hands, but th1s 

was even less successful. 

' To thts fortmtous ctrcumstance I owed many hours 

of torture, and, at the same time, my safety ; for at the 

very moment when the ball was sent up mto the atr, a 

long strmg of wood carts entered the lane of whtch I 

have spoken where no sentmel had been placed. 

They would mfalhbly have stopped our progress, and 

all would have been lost. 
' Another mterval followed for the necessary corre

spondence m order to arrange the modtficatrons, whrch 

were mdrspensable. Another sentmel was posted, 
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naturally, at the entrance of the lane. But this re

qmred a mudlfi.catwn of the entire plan, as the1e were no 

meam of combmmg the signals of all the five sentmels 

outs1de the wall of the courtyard ~o as to g1ve me the 

dec1s1ve s1gnal. Either additional sentmeh would 

have to be mtroduced, for the mere transmiSSion of the 

s1gnals, or the dectme s1gnal would have to be changed. 

' The latter expedient was chosen. 

' One of our party hued a room on the thud storey 

d1rectl y opposite the hospital. From the wmdow 

could be seen not only all the five sentmels, but the 

courtyard also, where I took exercise. The s1gnal was 
I 

to be g1ven to me by means of a vwlm, whwh my 

fnend was to play whene\er all the s1gnals were f.tvour

able, and the music wao to cease when any of them 

became unfavour.tble Tills mode also presented the 

great advantage of md1catmg to me repeatedly the 

favourable time for fhght, le,I\mg to me the selection 

of the proper moment. · 

The first day, when everytbmg "as ready and the 

vehicle already a".t1ted me at the gate, 1t was I who 

caused my fnends some cruel moments ; my Illness 

mcreased, and I felt so weak that I d1d not dare to 

make the attempt. I d1d not even go down, there

fore, mto the courtyard, and they thought that the 

suspicions of the pohce had been aroused, and that I 
was no longer to be allowed to take exercise. 
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' I reco\ ered m two days and resoh ed to profit by 
the mterval whtch my tllness had giVen me. 

' I prepared everything ; the shoes, the dressmg

gown, whiCh reqUired a httle nppmg-np m order to be 

thrown off more qmckly-everythmg. 

'I went to take my exercise. No sooner had I 

entered the courtyard than I heard the v10hn. The 

mn>tc lasted for five mmutes, but I did not care to 

profit by 1t tmmedmtely, for at first the surveillance 

mstmchvely 1~ always somewhat greater. But lo I 

the v10lm stopped. Two minutes afterwards some 

carts wtth wood entered the courtyard. The v1olm 
I 

1 ecommenced. 

'Thts 'tlme I w.ts determmed to turn tt to account. 
I looked at the sentmel ; he was walkmg along ills 

u~uallme, some five paces dtstant, between me and the 

gate I looked at his musket. It was loaded ; I knew 

1t. Would he fire or not? Probably not, because I, 

bemg so near, he would rather wtsh to setze hold of me. 

Hts bayonet was more dangerous, m case, dunng th1s 

long run, my strength fatled me. I had, however, 

already made my c..tlculahons even upon thts pomt. If 
I remamed m pnson I was certam to dte. "Now or 

never,' I satd to myself. I seJZed my dressmg gown 

. , , .. One ! . . . . 
' But lo ! the v10hn ceased. 

'I felt as though I should drop. 
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'A moment afterwards, however, the mus1e recom

menced ; a patrol at that very moment bad passed 

through one of the lanes. 
'Drrectly the sentinel reached the extrem1ty of h1s 

hne, mthout a moment's pau~e I threw off my dress1ng~ 
gown mth three well-practzsed movements, and-I 

was off hke an arrow. The sentmel, With a ho\\ I, 
rushed at me to serze me, mstead of runmng straight 

to the gate to preyent my escape, and thus descnbed 

lus two s1des of the tnangle, as I foresaw. I was so 

weak, however, that those who saw our desperate race 

from above said that the soHher was mthm thre~ paces 

of me, and that his bayonet, which he thrust forward, 

was w1thm an ace of touchzng me. This, however; I 

d1d not see. I only beard hls howlmg and that of the 

carters who were unloadmg the wood at the bottom of 

the courtyard. 

' On reachmg the gate I saw a vehlcle ; but for a 

moment I was m doubt whether 1t was ours, for I could 

not recogmse my fnend m the officer who was on the 

alert IU the street. To make him turn round I clapped 

my hands, to the surpnse of the fnends who were 

observmg tb1s scene. It was taken by them as a s1gn 

of joy. The officer turned round. I recogmsed h1m, 

and 1n less t1me that 1t takes to say these words I was 

mside the vehicle, whlch went off hke a flash of 

hghtntng, and I was wrapped in a IDihtary cloak 
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wh1ch my fnend had m readiness, as well as an offi~'s 
cap. 

'At the hosp1tal, as we afterwards learnt, an ~~ 
credible uproar followed ' The officer of the guar 

hastened out wrth h1s soldiers, at the shouts of th 

sentmel. Completely losmg h1s head, he tore ills ha1 , 
' and exclanned : 

I 
'"I am rumed 1 I am rumed I Run after him 

Follow htm. Follow hnn I " / 
I 

'He was mcapable, however, of giVIng any, orders. 

One of our party, the Signalman, the very one who 

played the Violin, hastily descended mto,~he street, and 

approachmg the officer, began to exh1b1t the utmost 

compassiOn for the state he was m, llctually askmg him 

what had happened, who had escaped, how, when, 

where, &c. The frenzted officer tned to reply to h1m, 

and thus lost precious tnne. 

' An old woman gave a ternble piece of ad V1ce. 

"'They Will go a roundabout way," she said, "and 

then make straight for the N evslu. There can't be a 

doubt about it. Take out the horses from these 

.ommbuses [there were some at the hospital gate], and 

cut offtheu escape. It 1s the Simplest thmg possible." 

' Thts was exactly the course we were adoptmg, but 

the old crone's advtce was not followed.' 
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II. 

When Krapotkme had fimshed his narrative, the 

~urn came of John Bokanovski, I surnamed the Cossack, 

\ecanse, bemg a native of the Ukrame, he resembled 

t]ancient Cossacks of that country, by his courage, 
ills Imperturbable coolness, and his tamturmty. 

veryone turned towards him. He took lus little 

woo 'n pipe from h1s mouth, and said: 'Why, there's 
nothmg to relate. He came, took us, and we went out; 

that's all.' 

'No, no!' exclmmed those present. 'Relate 1t all, 

from begmnmg to end.' 

'Well, then, when the day fixed amved, he came 

With the keys of our cells-' 

'No, no,' they broke m agam. 'Let us have 1t all. 

Relate everythmg from the commencement.' 

The Cossack, aeemg that every way of escape was 

closed agmnst lum, slowly filled his pipe mth the arr 

of a man prepanng for a long journey, ht 1t, tned 1t to 

see 1f 1t drew properly, and began his narrative, wruch 

contained more words perhaps than the Cossack would 

ordmarlly pronounce m three months at least. 

'llilchael came to the prison about two months 

1 He escaped from the K1eff pnson m the summer of 1878, w1th 
Leo Deuo and Jacob StefanoVIc (See the chapter upon the latter) 
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before our flight. It was a very long and drllie1 

bwiness to get h1m in. At last be succeeded jn bei 
rece:tved, With a false passport of a rustic nam 

Fomenko, first as a mere odd-man, and afterward!! a• 

warder. 

' In a short time, by hlil diligence in the perfor. 

a.nce of h1s dubcs, and h1~ unexceptionable conduct, 

succeeded in gaming the f.tVOitr of all h1• superio 

A month afterwards, he was p1omote.d to the rank 

head warder in one of the corndon of the pnson· 

confined for ordmary offences. 

'In order to g1ve the GoYomor of the pnsor 

splendid proof of h1~ excellent moral qwilitles, }Iicb~ 

acting on the adv1c:e of Stef.tnov1c, went one day 

play the spy upon bun, wlnlc the latter was wl'lt 
e:x.pressly for the ptu po~e m Jus cell, a. note of 

1mporta.nce wh.ltcver, <.o a> to be taken 11~ jlag,·a 
delicto. 

'The Governor would not, however, take advant. 
of th1s denumJlation. 

' It ~hould be statud that lll the pnson at Kleff, 

position of the pohtlcn.l ptisoner~ was cp:ute exceptig 

at that hme. The Teuousm winch at toe commei 

ment stmck at the becond:n y officials, prod need sue 

panic fear at Kteff that CH'ryone, from the Procun 

to the Governor of th(;' pn>On, vied with the re8! 

paying court to us; f01 tlH'Y all feared they won'' 
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k11led at our first s1gnal. When the Governor learned 

that 1t was that very Stefanov1c, the most feared of all, 

who was wntmg, he said, ' Let h1m wnte,' and did 

nothmg more. From that day, however, M1chael had 

gamed Jus heart. 
' In erder to make lumself agreeable to us, the 

pohtical prisoners, the Govemo1 had appomted as our 

head warder a certa1n N1k1ta, an excellent man, as 

good as gold. It was essential, however, to get nd of 

him at all hazards, <~s, on his post becommg vacant, It 

would most probably be given to llhchael. 

'Tlus, however, was no easy matter. The worthy 

man had done notlung whatever to us. So we audaci

ously mvented offences whwh he had not even thought 

of committmg, m order that we might complam to the 

Governor, who censured lum, repnmanded lum, and 

threatened him, although he was not m the least to 
blame. But the honest fellow, mstead of growmg 

angry with us, and comm1ttmg, as we hoped, some 

Imprudent act, bore all qmte qmetly, repeatmg: 

' "Jesus Chnst, suffered. I also will suffer." 
' 

'We were in d~spair. At last Valenan Ossmsky, 

wb.a was organising:~ our escape outside, luckily thought 

of gomg to the tav\em "hich Nlk1ta ftequented, and, 
havmg made h1s al)qumntauce there, as though by 

acctdent, satd he wa& m want of a book-keeper for a 
1 s._uga~ refinery 1n the country. The cond1tlons were 

i 
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very advantageous, and N!lo.ta swallowed the ba1t. 
Havmg rece1ved his travellmg expenses, and a month's 
pay m advance, N!lo.ta res1gned his Situation m the 
pnson, as he had to set out 1mmed1ately. Then came 
vanous delays, and then others, until our escape having 
been effected, h1s passport was sent to h1m, and a note 
in wh1ch he was told that nothmg more was wanted 
of h1m, and that he would have no difficulty m guess
ing the reason. 

' His post m the pnson bemg vacant, the governor 
went to Stefanovw and Deuc, to speak m a fnendly 
manner mth them, respectmg the appomtment of h1s 

successor. 
'"Don't you thmk that Fomenko [Michael] would 

be a very good man? " 
' StefanovJC made a gnmace, and reflected. 

' "A spy, 1t seems." 
'"No, no. He is an excellent fellow." The 

governor defended him. 
'~{Ichael was appomted head warder 1n the corndor 

of the pohhcal pnsoners. 
'The most Important move w<~s made , but this was 

not all. He might open the doors of our cells, but how 
were four of us to pass out of a pmon under mthtary 

guard? 
' Meanwhile not a mmute of time was to be lost. 

MIChael's pos1tion was ternbly dangerous. The priSon 
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was crammed With pohhcal offenders of all kinds, f10m 

mere lads, confined there on suspwwn, to Revolu

twmsts senously compromised. There were pnsoners 

of every rank, and owmg to his past activity, Mwhael 

was known and recogmsed by many. No denuncmtwn 

was to be feared; for l\Iwhael, havmg been for many 

years " Illegal " kept up no duect mtercourse except 

'luth those who could be trusted. Who, however, could 

guarantee h1m agamst mnocent md1scretwns especmlly 

m such a t!Ckhsh matter as this? 

'We were upon tenter-hooks. 

•We resolved to take advantage at the earliest 

possible opportumty, of the favourable position ID whiCh 

we were placed by 1\:Uchael's appomtment. No sooner 

was he thoroughly established m his new office, than 

we fixed the mght for our escape. 

'The most natural mode of passmg out, was that of 

disgwsmg ourselves as sentmels who, havmg fimshed 

theu tum of duty, were leavmg to return to their 

barracks. llbchael prepared soldiers' umforms for two 

"f us, but two others had to remain m cmhan dress. 

For the whole four of us there was only one sword, but 

we determmed not to wait for more. 

'On the evemng of the day fixed, Michael brought 

us the mihtary umforms. We d!sgwsed ourselves and 

then arranged the counterpanes of our beds in such a 

manner, that 1n the mormng 1t would appear as though 
we were asleep 
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'At lDldmght nlwhael came to open the doors of 

our cells. But here an unforeseen obstacle arose. The 

Wdrder on duty, 1\ho bad to watch allmght, came mto 

our corndor at that very moment, and showed not the 
sl1ghtest eagerness to leave 1t. 

' Stefanovw thereupon let a book wtth loose leaves 

f.tll, as though by acctdent, mto the garden. There 

the leaves were scattered about on the ground, and 

Stefanovtc, turmng to :Mwhael, begged htm to fetch 

them at once. lllwbael sent the warder to ptck them 

up, and take them to the office. Wbile the latter was 

thus occupted, we notselessly left our cells, and pro

ceeded towards the entrance 

'When we had passed through the comdor, a tern· 

ble occurrence happened at the end The rope of the 

alarm-bell was danghng there. Gropmg along agamst 

the wall m utter darkness, I stumbled against some

thmg. I felt myself s!Jppmg, mstmctJvely stretched 

out my hands, felt somethmg touch my fingers, and 

caught hold of 1t to avotd falhng. On the mstant, a 

loud sound boomed throughout the pnson. I had 

caught hold of the bell-rope. The horror, the shame, 

the absurdity of our unfortunate acctdent, flashed upon 

me hke hghtnmg. We thought all was lost. Already 

the notse and the votces of the soldiers on guard, who 

were hastily mustermg, were heard. 1\Itchael, how

ever, dtd not lose h1s coolness. He told us to h1de our-

N 
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selves m vanous corners, and ran to the guard, saymg 

that 1t was he who had rung the bell by acc1dent. 

All became qu1et agam. But then another perpleXIty 

arose ; havmg hldden ourselves m vanous corners, we 

were w1thln an ace of losmg each other m the utter 

darkness, when we wanted to come forth. .Michael 

had to run lither and th1ther to get us together agam. 

Once more m order, we started agrun. The greatest 

d!fficulty, however, was yet to come. We had to pass 

through the gate of the pnson before the door-keeper 

and the sentmel. In th1s, however, we succeeded 

admrrably. On hearmg the vo1ce of ~Ilchael, the 

door-keeper gave h1m the key to open the mcket, and 

the sentmelm ills box paid no attent10n to our strange 

attue. 

'We had advanced a few steps, when lo! an officer 

stood before us as though he had sprung from the 

ground. He, however, prud no attention, and we saw 

the handsome face of Valenan Ossmsky, who, rad1ant 

w1th joy, grasped our hands. He was awruhng us with 

3 vehicle, so as to hurry us at full •peed towards the 

Dmeper, where a skiff fitted for a long voyage, and 

supplied mth provmons of every kmd, was ready. 

' A moment afterwards we glided mto the m1ddle 

of the nver and steered southward. This voyage lasted 

about a week. By mght we hauled our boat up under 

the thiCket on the banks, so as to get some hours' rest. 
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By day we tugged hard at the oars, and whent~ver we 

caught s1ght on the dJstant honzon of the smoke of 

some steamer, we hid ourselves in the rushes whteh 

hne the Dmeper. 

'On arnvmg at Kremenc1ug we agam met Ossmsky, 

who had reaqhed there by ra!lway, and was watbng for 

us 'lhth passports and everythmg necessary. 

'From h1m we learnt that the whole City of Kleff 

had been thrown mto commotion, because 1t was be

lteved we were concealed there. 

'At the pmon our escape was not discovered until 

broad daylight. When it was seen that Michael had 

also disappeared with us, no one d!Vlned the truth. 

He had insptred such confidence, that the Governor 

and everybody belteved we had killed h1m, and search 

was made m vam for rus body m every dJrection. 

'It was not unttl the necessary venficabons had 

been made, and 1t was found that rus passport was a 

false one, that the mystery was explamed, whiCh had, 

unbl then, been mcomprehenstble.' 

Thus finished the Cossack's narrative. 

Others spoke afterwards ; but therr narrat1 ves bemg 

of httle mterest, and my space valuable, I w!ll not 

repeat them. 

>12 
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THE UKRlVATELI. 

(THE CONCEALERS). 

WE are agam m St. Petersburg. I was pursued; I 
had the pohce at my heels. Tw1ce I had to change 
my Iodgmgs, and my passport. 

I could not, however, qmt the cap1tal for any pro
vmcral town. I had a post whJCh I could not leave to 
anyone, and then I was so fond of that c1ty With 1ts 
volcanic throbbmgs and 1ts nervous arid ardent hfe, 
under an aspect cold and calm. 

I hoped that the storm, whJCh from tlD!e to time 
bursts over almost all the '1llegal' men, would after a 
while subs1de of 1tself, and that I should weather rt, 
wrth a sbght mcrease of precautwn m my own house, 
w1thout needmg to have recourse to the 'Ulmvateh.' 

But what are these 'Uknvateh ·? 

They are a very large class, composed of people in 
every position, begmmng With the ar1sto.cracy and the 
upper mtddle class, and reachmg even to the mmor 

offictals Ill every branch of the Government serv1ce, 
mcludmg the pohce, who, shanng the revolutionary 
1deas, take no active part 1n the struggle, for varwus 
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reasons, but, makmg use of the1r socml posthon, lend 

pol\etful support to the combatants, by concealmg, 

whenever necessary, both obJects and men. 

It would reqwre a specml volume to descnbe 

tlus Untque body, WhiCh IS a very large one, and 

perhaps more m1xed than the m1lltllnt body. I have 

no pretention, however, to do more than present m th1s 

essay of mme some types among those whom I have 

had the opportumty of personally knowmg. 

I was Just fimshmg my tea when the dvorn~k 

entered my room, not the dvornik of the house, who 

1s the representative of the supreme power of the pohce, 

but our fnend the ternble dvornik, who rece1ved th1s 

pseudonym as a joke because he would not penn1t any 

neglect or tran<gresswn m anythmg relatmg to the 

precautwns forsecunty prescnbed by our' Const1tutwn.' 

' What is the matter,' I asked, offenng htm a cup, 

for I knew very well that he would not have come 

except on ' busmess.' 
' You are under survetllance even here,' he rephed. 

'It must be stopped; I have come to take you to a 

place of concealment.' 

I expected 1t. As no one, however, cares to go to 

pr1son of h1s own ft ee \nil 1n a city full of hfe and 

actlVlty, I asked the dvorntk for explanatwns. 

He began hts story, I hstened to h1m1 and as I 
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s1pped my tea, I put some httle questions to h1m m 
order to convmce myself of the reahty of the danger. 
Our hfe 1s so occupied, that 1f we pa1d attentwn to 
everythmg, we m1ght as well throw our~elves mto the 

Neva at once. 
. 

To say the truth, 1t was nothmg of much moment 

even now; I was under surveillance, but only slightly. 
The thmg m1ght blow over, and 1f anybody else but the 
dvorntk had come, I should have rebelled, so as to pre

serve my mdependence a httle longer; but he was not to 

be tnfied With. After some vam attempts at res1stance, 
I was obhged to consent to place myself m h1s hands. 

I asked lum where he wanted to take me. 

'To Bucephalus.' 

I s1ghed deeply m thmlnug upon my wretched fate. 
Th1s Bucephalus was a certam CounCillor Tarakanoff, I 
an officla!m the l\Im1stry of the Intenor, and was thus 
mcknamed because, hke the horse of Alexander of 
Macedon, be was afraid of h1s own shadow. 

He was as t1m1d as a hare, and was afra1d of every
thmg He never statwned h1mself near the wmdow . ' 
because he was afra1d of draughts; he neve1 crossed 

the Neva m a bojlt, because he was afra1d he should be 

1 I oons1der 1t my duty to warn the reader that," h1lc preservtng 
every eharactenshc feature, I h'\VC changed names, and certam 
detatls of no 1mportance, so as to destroy the JdentJty of those wbo 
must not be rccogmsed by the pollee I ha>e done so m tlus sketch 
as Jn A TMp to St Pdc18bllr(J 



THE UKRIV A'TELI 183 
• 

drowned ; he never marr1ed, because he was afratd he 

should be jtlted. 

Bemg, however, an ardent dismple of Cemiscevsky, 

he theoretically shared the Ideas of the Revolutiomsts, 

and knowmg many of them personally, w1llingly under· 

took the office of concealer, and was one of the safest. 

H1s offic1al pos1tion, and, perhaps even more, his 

character, wh1eb bad so little m It of the Revolutiomst, 

placed him above all suspicion-not less, and perhaps 

more, than Cresar's w1fe. He knew very well that be 

was not threatened in any drrect10n ; nevertheless, he 

always took the stnctest measures for ills own secunty, 

and saw spies everywhere. 

It is easy to Imagme that, with such a custodian, 

the lot of those under h1s guardmnsrup would be dis· 

agreeable enough. 

I remarked to the dvornik that It would be better 

to wait for the evemng before leavmg, because then 

the spies he bad seen prowlmg about the house, perhaps 

would have gone away. He, however, srud 'No,' addmg 

that, as for the spies, he would answer for them. 

When tea was over, we proceeded to 'clear ' the 

room, that Is, to destroy every scrap of paper which 

m1ght be of use to the police. After mformmg the 

mistress of the house that I was gomg for a few days 

mto the country, and that I would wnte to her If I 
stayed, &c., we left. 
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We had advanced a few steps when I saw two 
gentlemen at a wmdow, as though on the look-out. 
The dvornik, pomtmg them out to me with a glance, 
made an ImpercepL!ble s1gn With his head wh1~h 

signified ' there they are,' and then another with ~IS 

chm, which meant ' let us be off.' 
· The 'chase' commenced, but It IS too unmterestmg 

an occurrence to be descnbed and too common to 
trouble about. With a mau hke my compamon, 1t 
was something of an amusement. 

The dvol'ntk was a thorough specialist m every
thmg relatmg to the struggle w1th the pohce and the 
sp1es, and m th1s branch had vast knowledge, mcreased 
by lqng and mdefutigable study. Havmg hired a room 
on purpose, exactly opposite the house of the chief of 
the Secret Police, he passed whole days m observmg 
everyone who entered. Thus he knew by s1ght a good 
number of the St Petersburg sp1es, and made a species 
of classdicat1on accordmg to therr manners, character, 
method of surveillance, of gmng chase, &c., and could 
furnish most mterestmg particulars upon all these 
deta1ls From havmg had so much to do With this vile 
set, he acqurred a special ab1hty m recognismg them 
at a glance, by certam mdicatlons, so ms1gmficant that 
they escape the most observant eyes. He really re
sembled one of Cooper's Redskms, warrmg with the 
hostile race. Then, too, the dvormk had the topo-
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graphy of St. Petersburg at ' 

every one of the houses wl1:l. 

made a long and patient study 

Passmg through these houses, and dodgmg about 

m different d1rectwns, on foot, and m cabs, he succeerled 

m half an hour m ' sweeping away our traces,' as he 

sa1d, and we set out for Tarakanoff's w1th a profuswn 

of precautions, of s1gns and of s1gnals, whi~h were the 

weakness of the dt•ormlc. 
Tarakanoff, a man of about thrrty-five, short, fat, 

and chubby, was expectmg us, havmg been mformed 

of our coming. He h1mself opened the door, and 

1mmedmtely took 'us mto an mner room. It was an 

entirely ouperfluous precautwn, for he was qmte alone • 
m hls little lodgmg of three rooms; but Tarakanoff 

could not help takmg It. 

As we were s!tghtly acquamted, no mtroduction 

was necessary. 

Tarakanoff began by askmg If we had not been seen 
ascendmg the starrca qe, 

'You know,' he added, 'the lodger downstarrs, a 

woman with great starmg eyes, a millmer or somethmg 

of that sort, always looks at me when she sees me 

pass. She's a ~py, I am sure of It.' 
As we rephed m the negative, he was reassured; 

but tummg to me, said with a serious look : 

' In any case you must never leave the place. By 
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i a fe 
day there 1s \ 1by mght there 1s the door-

a wmdow, a; 
keeper who 1!. •Y· It IS very dangerous. 

' '1ntmg the! , 
Everythmg necesb-.,t

1
ble ,ilyself w!II bnng you. 

I mournfully ass~nted With a nod, especially as 

I felt that the severe look of the dvorn~k was upon 

me. 

When the latter had gone, Tarakanoff took me mto 

the room mtended forme, where I found a little wntmg

table, some books upon politiCal economy, and a sofa to 

serve me as a bed. 

A few days before, he had dismissed his cook ; 1t 

was satd, because he suspected her also of bemg a 

spy, but Tarakanoff demed thts, saymg that It was mere 

banter,~ and that he dismissed her because she pilfered 

so much out of the expenses. l\Ieanwhile he deter

mmed not to engage another cook, but had b1s dmner 

sent m from a neighbourmg eatmg-house. 

Not Wlshmg to dtsturb h1s habits, Tarakanoff went 

out and left me alone. He promised, however, to re

turn towards dark. The gas had been lighted for a long 

wh1le m the street before me, and yet be dtd not re

turn. I began to grow apprehensive. At last, how

ever, I heard the key turn m the door, and he 
reappeared, safe and sound. 

I shook h1m heartily by the hand, and told him of 
my fears. 

'I d1d not care to come back stra1ght,' he replied, 
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'lest I should be followed, and I have, therefore, 

returned m a somewhat roundabout way.' 

I marvelled mwardly at the strange precautions of 

the worthy man. It was as though a doctor had taken 

h1s own mechc!ne, m order to cure h1s pat1ent. 

We passed the evemng together, chattmg on vanous 

subJects. At the least no1se upon the staircase, Tara

kanoff broke off to listen. I endeavoured to tranqulilise 

hun, and sa1d that there could not be any danger. 

'Yes,' he rephed, frankly, 'I know rt, otherwrse I 

should not have mvrted you; but I can't help It. I am 

afraid.' 

Towards nudmght I took leave of my host to go to 

bed. Whrle I remained awake, I heard hrm mcessantly 
pacmg his room. 

On the followrng day, when Tarakanoff had gone to 

h1s office, after we had taken tea together, the dvormk 

came to pay me a viSit, and to bnng me a commission 

to wnte an arbcle upon some Circumstance of the mo

ment, also bnngmg w1th h1m the necessary materials, 

newspapers and books. I thanked hnn heartily, both 

for h1s vmt and for h1s commiSSIOn, and begged h1m 

to return as early as poss1ble, the next day or the 

day after, pronusmg to do everythmg in my power to 

fimsh the artwle. 

In the evemng I "'orked dihgently, and passed a 

good part of the mght at the desk. At intervals I 
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heard my host turnmg m lus bed. Two o'clock stl uck ; 

three, four; he was not asleep. What was the matter? 

He could not be disturbed by the no1se I made, for I 

had put on h1s slippers on purpose. It could not even 

be the hght, for the door was close shut. Could lw 

be 111 ? I remembered that, the day before, I saw 

he was lookmg rather pale, but I paid no attentiOn to 

lt. 
In the mornmg I was awakened by the n01se of the 

cups which he was gettmg ready for the tea. I ro~e 

Immediately, so as not to keep him wattlng. 

He had, m fact, a woful aspect, He was pale, 

almost yellowish ; h1s eyes were sunken; h1s look was 
• deJected 

'What IS the matter w1th you ? ' I asked. 

'Nothmg.' 

'Nothmg 1 Why J'OU h,tve the face of a corpse, and 

you d1d not sleep before four o'clock.' 

'Say rather that I did not sleep all mght.' 

'But you must be ill, then ' 

'No; I can never sleep when there 1s anyone mth 
me.' 

Then I understood all. 

I took hts hand and shook 1t warmly. 

'I thank you w1th all my heart,' I sa1d; 'but I w11l 

not cause you so much trouble, and at the very first 
moment I will go away.' 
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'No, no; certamly not; certamly not. If I had 

1magmed what you were gomg to say, I would have 

concealed 1t. You must remam. It IS nothing.' 

'But you may fall Ill.' 

' Don't g1ve 1t a thought. I can sleep by day, or, 

better still, take some med1cme.' 

I learnt afterwards, m fact, that m such cases he 

took chloral when he could bear up no longer. 

J Our conversation ended there. 

I looked at h1m w1th a mixed feelmg of astonish

ment and of profound respect. Th!s man was ludicrous 

m hts fear ; but how great he was m hts devotiOn ! I 
knew that hts house was always open to all who were 

In my position, and that some of our part~ had remamed 

there for weeks, as h1s guests. What must ibis man 

have suffered, who, by a cruel capnce of nature, was 

depnved of that merely physiologiCal quality called 

courage? How great, on the other hand, must have 

been h1s moral force ' 

When, on the followmg day, the dvormk came to 

fetch my arhcle, I told him that I would not, on any 

account, remam longer w1th my host, and I begged h1m 

to find me another place of concealment as soon as 

possible. 

To my great astomshment he consented without 

offenng much resistance. 

'I have seen Serotf to-day,' he smd, 'and he asked 
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about you ; rl' you hke, I w1ll speak to rum. Just now, 
1t seems, he IS m an excellent pos1t10n.' 

N otlnng could be better. The matter was soon 
settled. Two days afterwards I had already rece1ved a 

reply m the affirmative from Seroff. 
I arranged the matter so as to make my host 

beheve I was going to a provmcial town on certain 
busmess, and after havmg shaken hands and warmly 
thanked him, I took my leave. 

'Good-bye for the present. Good-bye for the 
present,' he repeated. 'A pleasant JOurney. When 
you return I shall expect you. I am always at your 
serv1ce. Don't forget.' 

• The mght was already begmnmg to spread 1ts sable 
mngs over the capital when I left. I was alone, for I 
knew very well how to find Seroff, who was an old 
fnend. 

II. 

There was a flood of hght m the room. Around a 
large table, upon wlnch a great slnnmg samovar was 
steammg, five or SIX persons of both sexes were seated. 
They were Seroff's fam~ly, w1th some mtimate friends. 

The host rose mth a JOyous exclamation. 

Eons Seroff was a man already 1n' years. IUs thiCk 
long air was almost wlntE:. It was not, however, years 
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alone whJCh had blanched this haughty head, for he 

was only fifty 

He had been Implicated m the first consprrae1es of 

the re1gn of, Alexander II. Towards the year 1861, 

bemg an army s11rgeon at Kasan, he took an actlve part 

m the mihtary consprracy of Ivamzky, and others of the 

same character, one of the most glonous episodes of 

the Russzan revolutzonary movement, too soon forgotten 

by the present generatiOn-and had to look on at the 

mhuman slaughter of all hls fnends. By a miracle he 

escaped detection, and some years afterwards settled m 

St. Petersb11rg. 

From that time, however, the police kept h1m m 

s1ght, and almost every year pa1d hlm 'a domzczliary 

v!Slt. JI;e wasimpnsoned ten or twelve times, although 

h1s confinement never last~d long, as the pohce could 

not succeed m provmg anythmg agamst hlm. It IS 

true, he no longer took an active part m the con

sprracies, for so many years of contmuous effort, and of 

eontmuous fazl11re, had extmgUished In him, what IS 

the soul of all revolutiOnary achvzty-fazth. From the 

enthusm&m of his early years, he had passed to that 

d.Isheartemng sceptimsm "hiCh, m Russia, zs the bane of 

the cultivated classes. Hence, among us m 011r revolu

tions, mat11re men are rare. Only the young and the 

()ld are to be met w1th. 

No sceptlmsm, however, c~uld eradicate from the 
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heart of Bons Seroff an affechon and a kind of worship 

for those who, more fortunate or more youthful than 

h1mself, were able to rema1n m the ranks of the com

batants. Th1s affection, combmed w1th a certam 

ch1valrous spmt, and an unparalleled courage, always 

unpelled h1m to render every kmd of serv1ce to the 

Revolutwmsts. 
So many years' exper1ence had g1 ven him great 

ability m everytbmg relatmg to the externals of con

spiracy; the orgamsatwn of correspondence, places of 

depos1t for books, newspapers and prohibited papers, 

collect10n of money by subscnpt10ns or monthly 

payments, &c. But he was unnvalled m the most 

d1fficult and most valuable of all accessory funct10ns, 

that of the Concealer, which he exercised contmually. 

Indeed, one day he mv1ted some friends to celebrate 

the JUbilee of h1s tenth ye<~.r of successful sernce m 

th1s ofhce. W1th his courage, whiCh Wds proof agmnot 

everythmg, he never exaggerated anythmg, and never 

m1stook the shadows cr.eated by over-exc1ted tmagtna• 

t10n for real dangers. If, however, there were danger, 

he never avo1ded 1t. He cowd d1scern the approach of 

the pollee m the distance, and even detect the1r 

traces when they had passed on, exactly like sportmg 

dogs With game. From the more or less martial a•pect 

of the gorod01!o~ (muniCipal guard) standmg at the 

corner of the street, he was able to determme whether 
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the man had orders to watch h1s house or not. From 

<:ertam mflectwns of the dvor-n~l•'s vo1ce, from hts 

manner of ratsmg h1s hat when he passed, Seroff could 

dtvine whether the pohce had spoken to the man and 

m what sense. From certam mystenous signs and 

tokens, he could tell when a search was unminent. 
A man whom he took under hts protectwn might, 

therefore, sleep wrth both eyes shut. 

To grve an idea of the account in whwh he was 

held as a Concealer, rt wrll suffi0e to say that 1t was to 

hrs house Vera Zassuhc was taken by her admrrers 

after her acqmttal, when the whole c1ty was tUrlled 

topsy-turvy in the search for her, and the honour of the 

enttre party was mvolved m secretmg her. 

Sophta Perovskata, who was a great frtend of Ius, 

used to say that when Bons Seroff put up the safety 

stgnal over hts door, she entered much more at ease 

than the Emperor entered hts palace. 

Such was the man whose hand I shook. 

I ]01ned the company seated around the table, and 

passed that evenmg very pleasantly, and every other 

evening whtle I remamed m hts house. 

Thts was not only the safest, but also the plea

santest tmagmable of our places of concealment. Seroff 

never requrred any of those superfluous precauttons, 

whtch are so weansome, and tn bme become insupport

able. By d'ly I remamed at work m an mner ro)m, so 

0 
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as to av01d bemg seen by the chance vmtors who came 
to consult hun as a medtcal practltwner. At mght I 
was occasionally allowed to go out. Usually, however, 
I spent the evemng there Ill the pleasant company of 
hiS family, graced by two charmmg young guls, h1s 
daughters, With whom I soon formed that close mend
ship, so common m Russia between women and men, 
and so natural m our respective pos1tlons ; I, the pro-

' tected; they, the protectors. 

My stay m this family lasted, however, only about 
a week. 

One day Seroff, who had come m at the dmner 
hour, turned to me and sm!lmgly uttered, With a httle 
mchnatwn of the head, his customary remark : 

' They smell a rat.' 

'What has happened P What has happened?' ex
claimed the ladtes. 

' Oh, nothmg yet,' he sal(!. ' But they smell a rat.' 
' Do you thmk that the danger IS Imllllnent ? ' I 

asked. 

'No, I don't thmk so,' rephed Seroff musmgly, as 
though he were at the same tJme mentally weighing 
the matter. 

'I expect them, however, in a few days; but, In any 
case, you must leave.' 

To the suggestions of such a man, no obJections cf 
any kmd could be urged. 
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After dmner, Seroff went and warned our fnends, 

and the same evenmg I took my leave, gneved beyond 

measure to leave th1s delightful family, and, in company 

w1th a friend, recommenced my pilgrimage. 

A few days afterwards I was mformed that the 

pohce had in fact gone to Seroff's to pay h1m their 

' samtary VlS!t,' as he called these almost penod!cal 

searches ; but 'finding nothmg susp1cious, they went 

away agam wrth empty· hands. 

III. 

Madame Ottilia Hom was an old lady of about 

seventy. She was not a Russian, and she could only 

speak our language very badly. She had nothing what

ever to do mth our questions, home or fore1gn. She 

was, nevertheless, a Nrhilist; nay, a funous Terronst. 

The story of her conversron to Nrhlirsm is so singular 

that it deserves to be related. 

Madame Othlia was a Dane. She came with her 

fi,rst husband to R1ga, and soon bemg left a mdow, 

marned a Russmn and proceeded to St. Petersburg, 

where her spouse obtamed d small appointment 1n the 

pohce. She would have qmetly passed her days there 

mthout everthmkmg of Terrori~m or Nrhilism, or any

thmg of the kmd, rf, Fate had not decreed that the 

0 2 
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Pnncess Dagmar should become the wrfe of the heredr

tary Prmce of the Russran Emprre. 

It was really thrs event, however, whrch Impelled 

1\Iadame Othha towards Nrh!lrsm; and m thrs m~11.ner. 

Bemg a Dane by brrth, and of a very fancrfu! drs

posrtron, she concerved the ambrhous plan of obtarmng 

for her husband one of the mnumerable Court appomt

ments in the estabhshment of the new Archduchess. 

In order to carry out her project, l\!adame OttJha went 

10 person and presented herself to the Damsh ambas

sador, so that he mrght use hrs 10fluence m favour of 

her husband; her first spouse, half a century before, 

havmg had erther a contract or some small po~t-I 

don't remember whrch-at the Court of Copenhagen. 

As was to be expected, the ambassador would have 

nothtng whatever to do wrth the matter, and sent her 

away; but as Madame Ottlha was extremely tenacwus 

of purpose, she returned to the charge, and then he 
W¥ diScourteous enough to laugh at her. 

Hence arose 10 the fiery mmd of 1\Iadame Ottrha 

an Implacable hatred agamst the poor ambassador. 

How was she to grat1fy It? Ev1dently she must 

chafe m secret Without any probab1hty of succeedmg. 

In thrs manner years and years passed. 

1\Ieanwhilethe Nthlhsts had commenced theirunder

talungs. An 1dea flashed through the mmd of 1\fadame 

Ottiha. 'Th1s lS exactly what I want,' she repeated to 
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herself, and became mflamed WJth unbounded enthu

SldSm for the Nilillists; perhaps because she hoped that, 

havmg commenced WJth. Trepoff, Mesenzeff, and Krapot

lane, they would fimsh w1th the Damsh ambassador, 

the greatest scoundrel of all ; perhaps because the 

hatred agamst a man m the upper ranks, so many 

years restramed, burst forth m every d1rect10n and 

extended to h1s entire class. No one can say what 

was broodmg m her mmd. Who can dmne, m fact, 

the thoughts passing through the giddy bram of a 

woman of seventy ? The undemable fact, thoroughly 

true and h1stoncal, 1s that Madame Ott1ha was se1zed 

With an Immense admiratiOn for the Nihilists. 

As she let out rooms to the students, who are all 

more or less Nih1hst~, they, after laughmg at first, at 

the tardy political ardour of l\Iadame Ottlha, ended by 

talang 1t senously; for, m the mvesbgatJOns to whiCh 

almost all the students are subjected, l\Iadame Ottum 

gave proof of a courage and a presence of mmd by no 

means common. She succeeded m h1dmg away books 

and compromlSlng papers under the very nose of the 

pohce, thanks to her age, whiCh placed her above all 

susplClon ; and to all the questions of the Procurator 

she replied WJth a shrewdne~s and prudence worthy of 

ali praise, 

The students put her m communication with some 

members of the organisation, and l\Iadame Ottllia began 



198 REVOLUTIONARY SKJ::TCHES 

her revolutiOnary career, first by talung charge of 

books, then of correspondence, and so on, until she 

ended by becoming an excellent Concealer; she could 

be thoroughly trusted. She was prudence 1tself, and 

mcorruptlble, as ~he showed on vanous occasiOns. 

Th1s was related to me by my compamon, as we 

passed through the streets of the cap1W to the little 

house upon the Kamenostrovsky, whiCh l\Iadame Ottilia 

possessed. 

The lady was awaiting us. She was a, tall, sturdy 

woman, With an energetiC, ahnost ma1 hal aspect, and 

seemed to be not more than fifty-five or suty. 

Although this was the first tlme I had seen her, I 
was recen ed With open arms, hke a relative returmng 

after a l?ng absence. She tmmedmtely brought m the 

8amova?' mth bread, m1lk, and sweets, bustled about, 

and showed me the room prepared for me, where I 
found all sorts of little preparatiOns made, wh1ch only 

women thmk about. 

lliadame Ottlla eagerly asked me for news of such 

and such a one, who had had to spend some few weeks 

in her house. EVIdently, after haVIng made personal 

acquamtance mth the Terronsts, whom at first she 

adm1red at a distance, she had ended by Iovmg 

them as tenderly as though they were her own 

children; especmlly as she had none. But all her 

tenderness was concentrated upon tho~e entrusted to 
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her protechon. I had much ado to keep he~< from 

troubling too much about me. She would, however, 

mstst upon mtroducmg me to her husband. 

The poor old fellow was just about to get mto bed, 

but she imperiously made htm get up, and a few 

mmutes afterwards he en te-ed, wrapped up m a shabby 

dressmg-gown, and came shuffling m wtth hts slippers 

down at heel. 

Wtth a little childtsh smrle playmg about hts tooth

less mouth, he stretched out his hand to me, makmg 

repeated bows mth his bald head. 

The worthy old fellow was all submtsston to ht• 

fiery consort. 

' If necessary,' sa1d Madame Ottilia, mth a mart1al 

gesture, ' I Will send him to-morrow to the police office 

to get some mformatlon.' 

The poor old fellow kept on smiling, and bowmg 

hts bald head. 

He also had been' affihated to the Nihihsts by hts 

energetic wtfe. 

·It was m the house of thts excellent woman that I 

passed all my ttme unttl the storm had blown over, and 

the police, follomng up the tracks of others, had for

gotten me. On bemg restored to liberty, I returned 

to active life, under another name, and tn another dis
tnct of the capttal. 
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THE SECRET PRESS. 

To eswbhsh a secret pnntmg office, to giVe that 

powerful weapon to the Freethought which struggles 

agam~t Despot:tsm, had always been the ardent, 1m pen· 

ous desue of all the orgamsahons, drrectly they felt 

themselves m a posthon to undertake anythmg of 

importance. 

As far back as the year 1860, when the first 

Secret Soctetles were fonned for the purpose of effect

mg the Agranan RevolutiOn, such as the Soctet1es 

named 'Land and L1berty' and' Young Russm,' we see 

the first rudimentary attempts to estabh~h somethmg 

like a pnnhng press m embryo, wh1ch, however, lasted 
only a few weeks. 

It was ev1dent, henceforth, that the free press 

already e:x1stmg abroad, although 1t had a wnter hke 

Herzen at 1ts head, no longer sufficed for the wants of 
the nuhtant party. 

Durmg the last ten or fifteen years, "hen the 
movement bad acquued a force and an extent pre

viously unknown, the msuffie~ency of the free prmtmg 
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offices at work m SWJtzerlanu 

more and more mamfest, and the 'l c 

ready to respond to the questions ~~ 

came more and more urgent. 

Hence, all the orgamsahons whiCt, he 

dwmdled down and d1sappeared one after th~ 
I 

the pnsons, ami the fortresses, and the mmes ts 
attempted to estabhsh their printmg offices f€ 
Itself. 

A f.ttahty seemed, however, towe1gb upon the uL,..tier

takmgs of th1s kmd; all proved short hved, and lastea 

only for a moment. They were stue to be discovered, 

d1rectly they were estabhshed. 

The Crrcle of the Karakosovz1 had 1ts prmtmg 

office, wb1ch lasted only a few months. 

The Crrcle of Nec1aevz1 had 1ts own, but 1t bad to 

be kept b1dden all the hme, until It was discovered 

together w1th the orgamsatwn. The Dolguscmz1 also 

had therrs, whiCh was discovered directly 1t had 

prmted two proclamatwns. The Circle of the Cmckovzt 

made several attempts to estabhsh one, and bad the 

type and an excellent machme ready, but was not even 

lucky enough to set It up, and for five years the 

machme and the type remamed hidden away m some 

hole and corner, the orgamsahon bemg unable to make 

any use of them. 

The difficulty, m fact, of sethng up a printmg office 
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ythmg IS watched, seemed m

,e inherent m the undertak:mg • 

• n, may be hidden; but how IS a 

1 
.0 be h1dden, wruch by ItS Very nature 

, 1 wruch, m additiOn to Its complicated and 

r operatiOns, requmng many people In com-

remands the continuous use of paper in large 
establish I 

1 afterwards to be sent out as pnnted matter? 
•rful wear 

" the Innumerable attempts wruch had been 
I~t DP· 

~ and had failed, the establishment of a Secret 
k 

J!ress was universally recogmsed, not as bemg merely 

dtfficult, but Imposstble; It was only an Idle dream, a 

waste of money, and a useless and senseless sacnfice of 

men. 
Earnest men dtd not speak about It, and did not 

care to hear It spoken of. 

There was, however, a ' dreamer' who would not 

accept the umversally received opmwn, He mam

tamed, tn the teeth of everyone, that a secret pnntmg 

office could be established m St. Petersburg Itself, and 

that he would establish It, If supphed wtth the neces

sary means. 

This dreamer, named Aaron Zundelev!C, was a 

native of W!lna (Ltthuama) and the son of a llttle 

JeWish shopkeeper. 

In the orgamsatwn to which he belonged (which 

afterwards adopted the motto, always old and always 
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• new, 'Land and Lrberty ') everyone laughed at fir. 
the fancies of ZundeleVlc; but he overcame this 1 

trust. About 400l. was allotted to h1m; he 1l 

abroad, brought everythmg necessary to St. Petersb 

and haVIng mastered the compositor's art, he taugJ 

to four other persons, and established wrth then 

1877 'the free prrnhng office' m St. Petersbur!l 

first deserving that name, as It could be kept 0~ 

regularly, and pnnt works of some s1ze. 

The plan upon which he established his under

takmg was so well conce1ved and arranged, that for 

four consecutive years the pollee, notw1thstandmg the 

most obstmate search, discovered nothmg, until 

treachery and a mere accrdent came to the1r ard. 
' 

The ice was, however, already broken. One press 

destroyed, others were established upon the same plan, 

whrch kept on, and worked without mterruptwn. 
' And from time to trme, from secret hiding places, 

a unghty vowe arises aund the whispers of so many 

hypocntes and flatterers, whrch drowns their feeble 

clamour, and, resounding from the Frozen Sea to the 

Black Sea, makes Despotism tremble beneath Its blood

starned purple ; for It proclarms aloud that there is a 

greater power than Despotism, the power of Free

thought, which has 1ts abiding place in generous 

hearts, and Its instruments m zealous arms. 
1 

' 

Freethought called fire and sword to rts aid, and 
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•
1these temble arms engaged m a desperate con

\ whiCh will only end with the destruction of 
respott~. In th1s confhct, 1ts glonous banner, 
~und wptch raged the thlckest of the fight, and npon 
~JCh the anx10us looks of the combatants_ were turned, 
\ the,Secret Press. While th1s bann<>r waved, whlle 

l1e efforts of the enemy failed to wrest It from the 
To est.!~ of Its defenders, there was no reason to desp:ur 
pOWPr£ f 
a• 

of the fate of the party and the orgamsation, even a ter 
the most temble partial defeats 

How are we to explam, therefore, the marvellous 
fact of the existence, under the very eyes of the pohce, 
in a country hke R\lSSia, of a permanent secret pnntmg 

' press? 

Thls fact, which gtYes, m my opimon, a better 1dea 
of the strength of the party than would be g1ven by 
many dasbmg enterpnses, 1s explamed m a very s1mple 
manner. It was the result of the devotwn of those who 
worked m the prmtmg office, and of the care w1th wh1ch. 
they earned out the mmutest precautwns, m order to 
keep It m operatiOn. 

Nobody went there; nobody, except those who 
were compelled, knew where It was or anythmg about 
It, 

To gtve an idea of the cautwn upon th1s point, it 
need only be smd that not only the members of the 
organtsat!On by whiCh the office was mamtamed but 

' 
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even the ed1tors and contnbutors of the 

there, d1d not knG>w where 1t was. One • 

m the management was usually 1mhated m 

secret by the representative of the office, 

commumcatwns had to he kept up by lum. 

I went there once only, under these C1rcumsta1 

I was one of the editors of 'Land and Liberty,' the 

Journal of the party before 1t was d!Vlded mto two 

sectwns 

Commnmcahons were earned on at neutral pomts, 

the safest bemg always selected. I dehvered the 

manuscripts, took the proofs, and fixed the place and 

the exact t1me for the next appomtment. In case of 

any unforeseen need, or of the commumcatwns bemg 

mterrnpted, I sent a post-card, fixmg a fresh meetmg, 

m a manner agreed upon. 

Once, however, as I have smd, I went to the office, 

It was on November 30, the very day on whiCh the 

first number of the journal was to appear. That same 

mommg a friend came to me, and related that, havmg 

gone to the house of Troscmnsky, where the poliCe were 

Iymg h1d, he was on the pomt of f<.~llmg mto their 

hands, but succeeded m escapmg, thanks to h1s 

de-;:tenty, and to h1s lucky 1dea of callmg out ' Stop 

th1ef! stop thief' ' while the pollee were runmng after 

bim. 

I was very anxious to msert th1s p1ece of news in 
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t' h ~ about to be Issued, for the express purpose 
,...~. ese1 

·t~ whi,.;ng Zuroff, the head of the pohce, who de~ 
{esp'>u everywhere that our prmtmg office could not 
\wSibly be m ,the cap1tal, because otherwise he would 

~~~~hbly have discovered It. 
--~ J profited, therefore, by this occasion to go to the 
pn~mg office, whtch deeply mterested me, especially 
as I .had a pressmg inVItation from the compositors to 
pay them a visit. 

;The office was m one of the central streets of the 
' 

City. 
After infimte precautiOns, I reached the door, and 

rang m the customary manner. The door was opened 
by Mana Knloff. I entered With the subdued feehng 

of a worshipper entenng a church. 

There were four persons engaged 1n the office

two women aud two men. 
Mana Knloff, who acted as mistress of the house, 

was a woman of about forty-five. She passed for one 
of the oldest and most desernng members of our 
party. She had been 1mphcated m the conspiracies of 
the Karakosov:zi. She was 1mpnsoned and condemned 
to deportation to one of the northern proVInces, but 
succeeded m escapmg, and became one of the 'Illegal.' 
She contmued to work mdefabgably for our cause in 
vanous ways, until she was arrested at her post, hke a 
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soldier, arms m hand, m the pnnting office of the 

'Cerru Perediel' m 1880. Thus, for suteen consecut1ve 

years, she rema1ned m the ranks of the conspirators, 

canng for nothmg except to be of use to the cause, 

and occupymg the most modest and dangerous 

pos1bons, 

She had worked m the pnntmg offices from the fust, 

a11d although m very bad health, and half bhnd from 

mcreasmg shortsightedness, she contmued to work, a11d 

With so much zeal and self-devotion, that, notwith

stranchng her infumtty, she was, as a compositor, equal 

to the most skilled workman. 

Basil Buch, the son of a general and the nephew of 

a senator, passed as the lodger of Madame Knloff. He 

had a passport as an offiCial in one of the Mmistries, 

and went out accordmgly every day, at a fixed hour, 

carrymg m his portfoho the cop1es of the paper. He 

was a man of about twenty-su or twenty-seven, pale, 

aristocratiCally elegant, and so taciturn that, for days 

together, he never opened his mouth. It was he who 

acted as the medium of commumcation between the 

prmtmg office and the outer world. 

The third composJto; d1d not hand down his name 

to posterity. He had already been in the ranks for 

three years, and was hked and esteemed by all ; but 

the member who mtroduced him into the orgamsation 

bemg dead, nobody else knew his name. He was 
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known by the mckname of' Pttza' (the bird), given to 

him on account of his voice, and was never called 

othel'Wlse. He commttted suicide when, after four 

hours of desperate resistance, the prmtmg office of the 

'Narodurua Voha,' was compelled to yield to the 

military by which It was besieged, 

He hved, thus, unknown, and unknown he de~ 

scended mto his grave. 
His fa.te was cruel indeed ; for, by way of greater 

precaution, he hved w1thout his name bemg plac€'d 

upon the regtsters of the population, well knowmg that 

every passport presented to the pollee was always a 

danger. He had, therefore, always to remam con

cealed, and for several months never left the house, so 

as to avOid bemg seen by the dvol-ntk. 

In general, all those who work in the prmtmg 

offices break off almost all mtimacy With the outer 

world and lead a mona~hc hfe; but the poor' Bird' had 

to carry this caution to such au extent, that he was 

all but a complete priSoner, and was eternally shut 

up along with the type, m his dismal cage. 

He was a young man of twenty-two or twenty-three, 

tall, spare, With a skmny face, shaded by long raven 

black hrur, whiCh heightened the effect of his cada

verous pallor, ansmg from contmuous depnvat10n of 

fresh air and light, and from handhng the type in this 

atmosphere full of p01souous exhalatiOns. His eyes 
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alone were full of hfe ; very large and black, 1 

of the gazelle, bright, full of inexpressible 

and melancholy. He was consumptive, and 

but he would not abandon his post, for he 'Yiq 

skilful at the work, and there was no one to take 

place. ' 

The fourth person was a gnl who passed as the 

servant of Madame Knloff. I never beard her name. 

She was a grrl of about eighteen or nmeteen, fair, with 

blue eyes, dehcate and graceful, who would have 

appeared very beautiful but for the expressiOn of con

stant nervous tension m her pale face, whiCh produced 

a most pamfulrmpresswn. She was a hvmg reflection 

of the contmuous efforts whrch this hfe cost, marn

tamed for months and months m this temble place, 

exposed to the mcessant prymg of so many thousand 

pohce spies. 

After the first greetmgs I explamed the object of 

my VIsit, that is to say, the desrre to msert m the 

paper the amusing anecdote of the morrung already 

mentioned. It need scarcely be added that this was 

received wrth the utmost dehght. As, however, the 

paper was already set up, somethmg had to be taken 

away to make room for the paragraph, though It was 

only a few hues. 

I went over all the rooms in which the work was 
p 
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The mechamsm was extremely s1mple. A 

With vartous lands of type; a httle cyhnder 

, of a kmd of gelatmous substance closely 

o,fmg carpenter'• glue, and somewhat pleasant to 

N:eu ; a large heavy cyhnder covered With cloth, 

rluch se1 ved as the press ; some blackened brushes and 

~ponges 1n a pan ; two Jars of prmtmg mk. Everythmg 

was arranged m such a manner that 1t could be h1dden 

m a quarter of an hour, m a large clothes-press stand

ing m a comer 

They explamed to me the mechamsm of the 11 ork, 

and sm1hngly told me of some httle artifices wh1ch they 

employed to divert the susp1c1on of the dvorntl., "ho 

came every day w1th w.tter, wood, &c. The system 

adopted was not that of not allowmg h1rn to enter, but 

preCisely the reverse. Under vanous pretexts, they 

made lum see the whole of the rooms as often as possi

ble, haVIng first removed everythmg wh1ch could exCite 

susp1c1on. When these pretexts f,nled, others were 

mvented. Bemg unable to find a plaus1ble reason for 

hlill to enter the mner room, 1\Iadame Knloff one day 

went and told h1m that there was a rat there wh10h 

must be lalled. The dvornu. went, and certrunly 

found notbmg; but the tnck was played; he had seen 

the whole of the rooms, and could bear testimony that 

there was absolutely nothmg "Buspirwus m them. 

Once a month they mvmably had people 1n to clean 
.the floors of all the rooms. 
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I was m no mood, however, to hear of these tnfles, 

or to smrle at them. 

I was assarled by profound melancholy, at the srght 

of all these people. Involuntanly, I compared their 

terrible hfe wrth my own, and felt overcome With 

shame. What was our actrvity m the broad hght of 

day amrd the excitement of a multitude of friends, and 

the stir of our d,uly hfe and struggles, compared WJth 

thrs contmuous sacrifice of their w'hole existence, 

wastmg away m thrs dungeon? 

I left. I slowly descended the stairs and went out 

mto the street, a prey to varwus emotions. 

I thought of what I had JUst seen. I thought of 

the struggle for wh1ch they were offermg up their 

lives. I thought of our party. 

An tdea suddenly flashed through' my mmd. 

Are not these people, I thought, the real repre

sentatives of our p\Lfty? Is not this the hvmg p1eture 

whrch typifies m Itself the character of our whole 

struggle ? A feeling of enthusrasm fired my heart. 

We are invmc1ble, I thought, while the source IS un

exhausted whence sprmgs so much unknown herotsm, 

the greatest of all herotsm; we are mvmctble while the 

party has such adherents. 

p 2 
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A TRIP TO ST. PETERSBURG. 

INTRODUCTION, 

LOUD and repeated knocks at my door made me start 

from my bed. 
What could be the matter ? Had I been m Russia 

I should have Immediately thought that It was the 

pohce. But I was m Switzerland; there was no danger. 

'Qu~ est la?' I exclaimed m French. 

'It IS I ' rephed 1n Russian a well-known vmce. 

'Open the door at once.' 

I ht the candle, for 1t was dark, and hastily dressed. 

My heart was oppressed by a sad presentiment. 

A fortmght before, a member of our party, one of 

my earhest fnends, who was senously comproilllsed m 

the final attempts agamst the Emperor, after staymg 

some months abroad, set out for Russ1a. For several 

days we had waited m vam for the news that he bad 
crossed the front1er. 

A ternble. suspimon, whiCh I dared not express, 

flashed across my mmd. I basbly shpped on my 
clothes. 
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I opened the door. 

Andrew abruptly entered the room w1thout ra!Slng 

'h1s hat, without shakmg hands. 

'Bas1l1s arrested' he said, at once. 

Bas1l was also h1s fnend as well as mme. H1s 

broken vo1ce betrayed h1s gnef. 

I looked at h1m for a few moments w_1th fixed starmg 

eyes, as though not understandmg what he had said. 

Then I inwardly repeated the three temble words, 

'Basil IS arrested,' at first famtly, mechamcally, like 

an echo, then with temble distmctness, tearfully, and 

With a feelmg of mdescribable horror. 

Then all became silent. 

Somethmg cold, homble, awful, appeared to have 

surrounded me, to have mvaded the whole room, the 

entire space, and to have penetrated to the very depths 

of my bemg, freezing my blood and numbmg my 

thoughts. This somethmg was the shadow of death. 

There was no time to lose, however, m Idle de~pair. 

The first thmg was to ascertain If all was really lost, or 

if somethmg could yet be done, 

I asked for the particulars. 

He had been arrested on the frontier, and the worst 

of It was that this had taken place four days back, the 

contrabandist, mstead of mformmg us by a telegram, 

having from economy sent a letter, 

' 'Where is the letter? ' 
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'John has got 1t; he has only JUst arnved. He 1s 

wrutmg for you at my house. I have come for you.' 

We left the house. 
The dawn was just break.mg, and 1llummatmg the 

deserted streets Wlth a pallid hght. We proceeded 

in silence, Wlth bent heads, plunged m mournful 

thoughts. 
John was awa1tmg me.' We were fnends ; we had 

not seen each other for some t1me. But sad mdeed 

was our meetmg. No fnendly word, no quest10n, no 

smue was exchanged. S1lent and senous, we shook 

hands. Thus people greet each other in the house of 

death. 

He read agaiU the letter of the contraband!st. 

Basu had been arrested on the Pruss1an frontier, near 

Vergbolovo, and thrown mto the pnson of that town. 

What had happened smce was not known, as the tern

fled contraband!st had 1mmed1ately re-crossed .the 

frontier. HlS subsequent mformabon was very contra

dictory ; at first 1t seemed as though Basu had been 

taken as a mere recrmt mfnng1ng the regulatiOns ; 

afterwards, however, the rumour ran that the gen

darmes were mued up in the matter, whwh md!Cated 

that 1t had a pohhcal character. 

As to the arrest 1tself, one tiling was clear enough, 

the contrabandist was m no way to blame. He cleared 

himself, and after havmg expressed his regret, asked 
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for the money due to hun. The arrest was the result 

of Basil's own carelessness. Shut up m a garret all 

day, he weaned of the confinement, and went out for a 

walk. It was a ch1ldlsh act of unpardonable negbgence. 
' Our grief having need of some outlet, found vent m 

anger. 
'What a stup1d fellow,' I exclaimed, wnngmg my 

• hands, 'to run nsks at such a moment r To allow 

hunself to be seen m a httle frontier VIllage, where 

everyone IS closely watched ; at thrrty to be such a 

child ! To be taken upon the frontier which every

body, Without exception, passes qmetly. It seems 

almost as though he had done 1t on purpose ! Well,' I 

added, grmdlng my teeth, ' he Will get what he-' 

I meant 'what he m1ght expect,' but the words 

stuck in my throat. I drew a homble p1cture. A 

scaffold, a beam, a noose, and Withm Jt-

I turned aside ; I had to b1te my hps till the blood 

came to prevent myself from bursting into tears. 

I continued for a hme to pace the narrow room, in 

my agitation. 

Andrew, crushed by h1s gnefas though by an enor

mous we1ght, was seated near the table, supportmg 

ahnostall h1s body upon his elbow, seemmgly prostrated. 

Hts commandmg form ht up by the dull and dying 

light of the candle, seemed as though utterly broken 

down. Suddenly I stopped before hun. 
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' And now what IS to be done?' Andrew asked me. 

This was exactly what I wished to ask him. 

I abruptly turned away and resumed my walk, 

vwlently pressmg my hand agamst my forehead, as 

though to force out some Idea. 

' What 1s to be done ? ' I repeated to myself. 

'That's the pomt. What 1s to be done m such a des

perate position? Includmg John's JOurney, five days 

have passed smce the arrest of Basll. To reach the 

flontler and cross It would take five more days. In ten 

days the gendarmes w11l have had a hundred oppor

tumtles of recogms1ng the man they have m therr 

hands, and of sendmg h1m, under a strong escort, to 

St. Petersburg. The case IS desperate. But perhaps 

they Will still keep him at Vergbolovo, or m some 

pnson of one of the ne1ghbounng towns. He has fallen 

mto their hands m such a blundermg manner, that they 

'ull perhaps thmk he 1s someone of no Importance. 

But no, 1t 1s 1mposs1ble. We have had our secret m

formahon that the gendannes expected someone from 

abroad. The case 1s desperate. Sometlung, however, 
must be done.' 

' We must send Rma,' I srud, with a fa1nt smile. 

'If anything can yet be done, she wlil do 1t.' 

'Yes, yes, we must send Rma! ' Andrew exclaimed, 

and a gleam of hope seemed to reammate his pp.le 
face. 
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' Yes, yes ; Rma,' assen~ed ~ q 
anythmg to be done, she 

Rma was a Pole, the daughter of on? of the many 

martyrs of her noble country, born m ' a httle town 

near the frontier, the prmcipal, almost the sole, mdustry 

of which consrsts m smuggling. HaVIng gone to St. 

Petersburg to study, she was fired by the SoC".ahst ideas. 

and m the Revolutionary movement of the eail.Y J 

of the last decade, occupied a special post ; that of 

'holdmg the frontier,' that 1s, of orgarusmg the com~ 

murucatwns between Russr.t and foreign countries, 

where m those days so many Revolutionary books werr. 

published. 

Her ongm and a certam practlcalmstmct, so com~ 

mon among Polish women, um!ed wrth an acuteness 

and a cunnmg peculiar to her, rendered her not only 

very apt m dealmg with the contrabandrsts, but made 

her really popular among them. She used JOkmgly to 

say that she could do more on the frontier than the 

Governor; and she spoke the truth, for everyone rs 

venal there, begmrung wrth the soldiers and the 

Custom House officials, and endmg wrth the very 

magrstrates of the towns. The only th1ng IS to know 

how to deal wrth them. 

The propagandrst penod havmg passed, and the 

sangnmary days of the Terronsm haVIng succeeded, 
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1S ~rt m the movement, as she 

what I \l.ihtyof succeedmgbythese 

~ns>lPli'e 'went ~ad, ~tudted m Pans, and then 

1a1ned m' ~mtzerland on account of her health. 

It was to thts lady's house that I went dtrect. 

Andrew and John would wait for me. I rang. The 

door was Ul'lmedtately opened, for It was now dayhght, 

• and peo}le nse early m Switzerland. 
,hay:.,, My mistress 1s asleep,' the servant said. 

'Yes, I know rt, but a relatton has arnved whom 

she wrll hke to see at once,' I rephed m conform~ty 

wrth the Russian habrt of always conceahng every tlung 

relatmg to the Revolutron. 

I went to Rma's door, and loudly knocking, I sa1d 

m Russian, 'I want to speak to you Immediately ; come 

at once.' 

'Duectly, dtrectly,' rephed the somewhat troubled 

vo1ce of Rina. 

Five mJnutes afterwards the door opened and she 

appeared, Wlth her fine long raven tresses somewhat rn 

dlsorder. 

' What 1s the matter ? ' she asked dtrectly she had 

entered the room, timidly fixmg upon me her large 

blue eyes. 

I told her m two words what had happened. 

Notwrthstanding her dark complexion, I could see 
that she turned pale at the fatal news. 

I 
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Without answenng a word, she bent her head, and 

her entrre grrhsh figure expressed mdescnbable gnef, 

I would not disturb her m her thoughts. I waited 

for her 'to speak. 

'If we had only known of it m time,' she sa1d at 

last, dehberately, as though speakmg to herself, 'all 

m1ght perhaps have been'::>made nght, but now-' 

'Who knows?' I rephed. 'Perhaps they are st1ll 

keepmg h1m on the frontier.' 

She shook her head doubtmgly, Without replymg. 

'In any case,' I sa1d, 'we "''U~t try. I came ex

pressly to ask you to go there.' 

Rma rema1ned sllent and motionless, as though 

she had not heard, or were not concerned. She d!d 

not even raise her long eyelashes wh1eh concealed her 

eyes, and her look was fixed upon the floor. 

' Oh ! as far as I am concerned, not a word need be 

smd,' she at last hghtly rephed ; 'but-

She roused herself, and began to discuss the matter 

m a practical manner. 

It was anythmg but reassunng, I could not but 

ad1n1t. But she argued that an attempt must be 

made. In five mmutes the matter was arranged. 

An hour afterwards Rma, with a few hundred 

francs, hastily collected among our mends, was f!ymg 

by express tra1n towards the RusSian frontier, bearing 

Wlth her all our hopes, 
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The attempt failed, as Rma had clearly foreseen. 

On reachmg the frontier, she lost a couple of days in 

vamly searchmg for our contrabandist, m order to 
obtam exact mformatlon from him. He kept m con

cealment, protracted matters, and at last escaped to 

Amenca, takmg with h1m the money, wh~eh mean

while we had sent h1m by telegraph, for the eventual 

expenses. 

On learnmg of h1s fhght, Rma crossed the frontier, 

almost unatded, exposmg herself to very senous 

danger, so as not to lose a moment's tlme. But Bast! 

had already, for some httle ttme, been sent away from 

the frontier. Havmg been recogmsed, he had been 

transferred to one of the chtef towns and then to St. 

Petersburg. 

Rma went there. It was not so much for the 

purpose of attemptmg to do anythmg more, but from a 

mere deme to vlSlt the CJty, and see her old fr1ends, 
as she was so near them. 

She reached St. Petersburg about a week before 
March 13, and remamed a fortmght more m the 

infernal caldron which St. Petersburg became after 

Alexander If. had been put to death. She set 

out towards the end of the month for one of the 

provmces m the mtenor of Russia, where she shll 
rem:uns. 

Havmg undertaken to wnte these sketches, I 
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thought that 1t would not be w1thout mterest to add to 

them her remm1scences of those ternble days. I 

therefore wrote a letter to her on the subJect. 

She consented, merely urgmg her non-parttc1pat10n 

in the movement, and her ine:x:penence m wrthng. 

'But,' she added, ' I w1ll tell you everythmg I saw, 

jus~ at 1t was. It will be for you to select what you 

requrre.' 

Havmg read her letters, I found them extremely 

interestmg, m almost every respect. The fact that 

they were wr1tten by a person not belongmg to the 

mihtant party, mcreases thetr value, m my opmwn, by 

giVIng them a character of imparhahty. 

With regard to the hterary part, I have done 

nothmg more than put these letters mto shape, for, 

wtth the additiOns and e:x:planatwns wh1ch I asked for, 

there were a good many of them. I had to make, 1t 

1s true, some ltttle amplification, but mthout Impor

tance, some fifty hnes m all, whiCh It would be mere 

pedantry to g1 ve as notes. They are confined to the 

accessory figures, and to certam thmgs which would 

not be understood by a foreigner. I have sought 

to preser;ve the words of the authoress herself even 1n 

her general cons1deratwns (Part V., respectmg the 

Russmn youth), so as not to sp01l tills document, 

interestmg, In my opm1on, preCisely because of Its 

genume character. 
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As to the scenes connected With our great martyrs, 

I have not taken the hberty of changing one smgle 

word, for 1t would have been a sacnlege. She com

mences thus : 

I. 

On reachmg St. Petersburg, I went in search of 

my fellow countrywoman, and old fnend, Madame Du

brovina. I knew that, although she took no part in 

the movement, she held, so to speak, a revolutionary 

8alon, and would therefore be able to g1ve me all 

necessary mfonnat10n. , I was welcomed w1th open 

arms. She told me that some of the Terronsts came, 

in fact, from bme to time to her salon. She could 

gJ.Ve me no mformatlon, however, respectmg Betty, 

the Wife of poor Basll, whom I des1red, above all, to 

see. 

Not havmg been for several years in St. Petersburg, 

I fancred that, m these later days, the hfe of a N1h1hst 

must be a temble one. 

M:adnme Dubrovma assured me, mdeed, that after 

every fresh attempt, for some httle time, in fac~, rt 

was rather hot work; when the storm had passed, 

however, rt was all right again. Now, she added, we 

are m a dead cahn. 

I had no passport, and tlus caused me much 

annety. Madame Dubrovma, however, assured me 
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that I had nothmg to fear, and that I should get on 

very well w1thout one. 

Meanwhlle Betty must be found. It was a very 

arduous task, for the N1hillsts, keeping especially secret 

therr places of residence, are generally very dlfficult to 

find. I was told that a certain D., m order to find a 

fnend res1dmg, hke llimself, m St. Petersburg, had to 

iourney to K1eff, two days d1stant by railway) to learn 

h1s address, and then return to St. Petersburg. 

I had to make mterminable JOurneys throughout 

the c1ty, to call upon one person and another, presumed 

to be capable of furnishmg some informatiOn to enable 

me to find Betty. But notlling came of them. 

Two days passed thus. I scarcely knew what to 

do. Madame Dubrovma, however, who was eVIdently 

thoroughly acquamted w1th the world m wh1eh she 

hved, adVIsed me not to trouble about 1t, and to trust 

to Fate. 

In the N1hl11st world, news, however shght may be 

1ts interest, spreads mth marvellous raprillty. She 

thought that the news of the arrrval of a lady from 

Smtzerland would soon get about, and that Betty, 

hearing 1t, would ill VIne that I was the lady and send 
somebody to fetch me. 

Th1s m fact happened. 

On the thrrd day we were pleasantly chatting mth 

Madame Dubrovma and some of her fnends, when 
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Bonzo entered, the same Bonzo who, owing to his 

fondness for expenments, was four tunes w1thm an ace 

of lolhng h1mself w1th d1fferent poisons, and said to 

me m a mysterious manner: 

'May I have the pleasure of talnng your ann ? ' 

He said this w1th so much solemmty that we all of 

us burst mto a loud laugh. He, on the other hand, 

impass1ble and senous, buttoned h1s gloves. His tall 

and meagre fonn was as upnght as a pole. I spmng 

up, am1d the general merrunent, and took h1m by the 

arm, showmg how I should play the fine lady m the 

street. 
Bonzo, as senous as ever, mth h1s bald head thrown 

back, h1s bronzed forehead w1thout eyebrows, and his 

skmny face, looked somethmg between tbe Kmght of 

the Rueful Countenance and an Indtan 1dol. 

There was no need for h1m to tell me, when we 

left, where he was taking me. I knew he was a friend 

of Betty and of Bas1l, who adl!llred h1m for h1s deter

mination while nd10ulmg h1s excessive fondness for 

precautions. Havmg walked some two hundred yards, 

arm m arm, as If on show, Bonzo took a cab for Pesky, 

as It was a long way off. The horse went slowly. The 

journey seemed mtennmable. 

' Oh, how far It IS ! ' I sa1d to my companion. 

'At present we are gomg away from 1t,' he sa1d. 

I rebelled agamst such a profusiOn of precautiOns, 
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declaring that I wanted to go to Betty's d1rec ' 

Bonzo was mexorable. 

On reachmg Pesky, Bonzo took a second ca.Jhan she 

Polytechruc, after walkmg another two hun<I,r upon thP 

We had scarcely alighted from the vehicle 1e rn.1t 

:was taken by an officer. Th1s filled my companion 

With apprehensiOns. Upon the pavement were two 

httle mendicants, a g~rl and a boy of eight or ten. I 

stopped before them, they were so handsome. 

'Give us a kopeck, lady?' exclaimed the children, 

holdmg out their hands. 

I sa1d a few words to them, and gave a kopeck to 

l'ach. 

' What a thmg to do,' m1d Bonzo to me in a 

troubled voice, when we had passed on. 'Don't you 

know that they are httle sp1es ? The pohce have 

plenty of these sham beggars and send them about to 

watch people.' 

I smiled at Bonzo's extreme shrewdness, and we con

tmued our wandermgs, whtch lasted at least an hour. 

When we reached the house where Betty was awaitmg 

me, the gas was being lighted m the streets. 

The aspect of the poor lady was most pamful. I 

had some dtfficulty m recogmsmg her, she was so tlun, 

pale and prostrated. 

The room m whtch we conversed began by degrees 

to fill With people 1\Iany came '\nth the platd and 

Q 
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of the students. A few mmutes afte1 wards, the 

',ss of the house came m, a young and handsome 

g '• and takmg Betty aside, told her th"' room 

mv(.ed that evemng for a meetmg of students.• 

<ay mv1ted us to attend It, but \ve were not m the 

mood:. I could not, however, but express my astomsh

ment 1nd pleasure that, after so many attempts, there 
' should be so much freedom of act10n m St. Petersburg. 
\ 

' Y ts,' rephed Betty, ' and 1t 1s a bad s1gn. But, as 

everyod knows,' she added, c1tmg a Russ1an proverb, 

'Unt1l t\e thunderbolt falls, the peasant never crosses 
I 

hunself.' 

It was suggested that we should descend to a lower 

floor where there were other rooms at our disposal. 

We spent the rest of the evenmg there, talkmg 

upon our bus•ness. I related to her all my adventures 

upon the frontier ; the fught of the Contrabandist, the 

removal of Basil; everythmg. She told me what, 

meanwlule, she had done m St. Petersburg. It 

amounted to very httle. I regarded the matter as 

utterly hopeless. Betty would not g•ve m; she still 

hoped. 

II. 

On the followmg day I saw for the first tJme Jes•y 

Helfman at Madame Dubrovma's. 

1 See the chapter upon Dcn:ctrms L1sognb 



A TRIP TO ST PETERSBURG 

What struck me m her face was an expressiOn of 

indescnbable suffenng around her mouth, and m her 

eyes, But no sooner was I presented to her than she 

began to talk With ammat10n upon 'busmess,' upon the 

programmes of the various sectwns, upon the Red 

Cro•s, &c. 
I saw her many times afterwards, and she gave me 

the impress10n of bem~ one of the most sincere, simple, 

and modest of women, and devoted beyond all expres· 

sion to the cause ; without, however, possessmg any 

power of 1mtiative. 

Her husband, Kolotkev1c, 1 had been arrested some 

days before my amval. NotWithstandmg the over~ 

whelming sadness which oppressed her heart, and 

revealed 1tself m sprte of her, m her eyes, her face, 

and her voice, she was always occupred With the busi~ 

ness of the party, and of all those who wrshed to entrust 

some comD!lssion to her. l\iadame Dubrovma, and 

everyone who knew her, satd her kmdness was beyond 

all companson. 

She seemed to have no time to devote to her own 

affarrs and her own grief, or to be ashamed to do so. 

I recollect that one day she handed a note to 

Madame Dubrovma to be taken to Sknpaceva, who was 

in regular commumcabon With the gendarme who 

secretly transmitted letters to the pohtJcal prisoners . 
• Condemned to death 1n the trtal of the 22 (ApnllSS2) . 

Q 2 
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confined in the fortress of St. Peter and St. Paul. 
' What gr1ef revealed 1tself m her vo1ce, whiCh she 

vamly endeavoured to control, when she begged 

Madame Dubrorma to forward th1s httle note to her 

husband, who was also detamed m the fortress! 

Unfortunately the commumcatlons w1th the fortress 

bemg broken off, her note could not be transmitted, 

and I saw that Madame Dubrovma gave it back to her. 

J essy Helfman often came to 1\Iadame Dubrovma's, 

apd everybody m the house hked her, even the old 

grandmother. 

I noticed that she was very tim1d. 'Whenever they 

mr1ted her to dme, or to eat somethmg, she mvanably 

refused. Very rarely would she take a cup of tea, 

although I knew that she was often very hungry, for, 

engaged as she was, she frequently had no t1me to 

return home, and take some food. 

In my long peregrmat1ons subsequently m search 

of my night's lodgmg, I had to V!s1t very many houses. 

Jessy Helfman was known everywhere, and the young 

spoke of her w1th great respect. The students had 

much affectiOn and esteem for her, and were a1 ways 

pleased when Jessy p.ud them a VlSlt. She was always 

thoroughly acquamted w1th everythmg new m the 

Revolutwnary world, so mterestmg to soc1ety at large, 

1.1nd espeCially to the young. Her pockets and her 

large leather reticule from whwh she was n"'ver 
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separated, were always full of proclamatiOns of the 

Committee, of copies of the 'N arodna1a Voha,' of tickets 

for lotteries, concerts, balls, and dramatic performances 

for the benefit of the ex1les, or the pnsoners, or the 

Secret Press. She knew no end of addresses, and could 

arrange an appomtment w1th any of the prmCipal 

Terronsts. 

It was she who brought me one day a message from 

Soph1a Perovska1a, whom I had known some years 

before. She smd that Soph1a would have come to see 

me had she not been 111. 

III . 
. 

Some days afterwards, I s.t.w Soph1a Perovskaia at 

Oleum's, an old fnend of mme employed m an office. 

Wh1te as a sheet, she could scarcely drag one foot 

before the other, and no sooner bad' she e;utered the 

room than she rechned on the sofa. 

She came to rece1ve the monthly collection made 

by Oleum ; a very small sum, a hundred roubles or so. 

Unfortunately the money had not yet been pa1d m. I 

had m my pocket a hundred roubles not belongmg to 

me, which I had been asked to hand over to a person 

about to arnve m St. Petersburg. I offered to lend 

them to her for a conple of days ; her aspect was so 

pamful, and I thought that, except for some very urgent 
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need, nobody would ask for the money at such a late 

hour (1t was already eleven o'clock) and 1n her state 

of health. But Soph1a Perovskma d1d not accept my 

offer, saymg that she was not sure she would be able to 

return the money to me m such a short time. Mean

whlle she told us that she bad spent her last farthmg, 

having been followed by a spy, and compelled to change 

her cab several times m order to escape. She added 

that she was not evrn sure she had su<.ceeded, and that 

at any moment the pohce m1ght come to Oleum's to 

arrest her. It was essentml that Sophia should leave 

as qwckly as possible. We emptied our purses mto 

hers. As to Oleum, who was an old fox, h1s resid~nce 

was always perfectly ' clean,' that 1s, had nothmg com

promismg about 1t. But I had m my pocket a nwnber 

of cop1es of the 'Narodnma Valla.' Rather than let 

them be burnt Sopliia took them w1th her, saymg that 

1f she were arrested "1th such thmgs about her, 1t 

would not make any difference as far as she was 
concerned. 

She left hastily, but before gomg smd she should 

hke to make an appointment mth me for the ne:;;t day 

lf she were still 'ahve,' that IS to say, at large. We 

fixed the place and the hour. But she did not come, 

and I was ternbl y afraid she had been arrested. On 

the followmg day J essy pac1fied me. Sophla was at 

la1ge, but could not leave the house, bemg senously lil, 
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All this took place two or three days before March 

13. As I learned afterwards, on the day before our 

m.eetmg at Oleum's, Gehaboff was arrested. 

On the mormng of the 13th, 1t was a Sunday, I 

went to a fnend's at Gatschma, whtch m those days 

was not what 1t 1s now, but one of the qmete9t httle 

places m all Russra. 

We heard rumours of the event from Nad1a's ser~ 

vant on l\Ionday monung. 

The pamh pr1est came about one o'clock, and 

related that he had heard somethmg about 1t from the 

country people, who had armed from St. Petersburg; 

but no offiClal news reached us. In the evemng, how

ever, Nadra's elder sister arrived with the newspapers. 

'What hours we passed I need not narrate. Nadia 

was taken 111. 

Then came temble days. Days of torment, of sus

piCIOn, of horror. The end of the world seemed to have 

amved. Every fresh newspaper brought news of fresh 

ngours agamst the Nihilists, and of fresh discoveries 

made by the pohce. Then came the temble Telegna~a 

incident, the SUICide of a person unknown, Then came 

arrest after arrest, smgly and m scores. 

How enter th1s hell upon earth? How remain out 

of It? 

At last I could endure it no longer, and resolved to 

go to St. Petersburg. 
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It was on the Thursday. 

The e1ty, m mourmng throughout, oppressed the 

mmd. The lamps, the houses, the balcomes, the wm

dows, all were covered w1th mournful str1pes of black 

and wb1te. 

I went d1rect to Madame Dubrovma's. The whole 

fam1ly was staymg m-doors. Upon every face, a pamc 

fear was depleted. l\Iadame Dubrovma recmved me 

w1tb exclamatiOns of terror, The aspect of the others 

was not more reassunng. 

'What lil mnd bas brought you here? Why have 

you come into th1s homble place ? Do you not know 

that I myself am bemg watched by the pollee ? Where 

on earth do you thmk I can conceal you at such a 

moment?' 

All th1s Madame Dubrovma srud to me w1th an 

ag1tated vo1ce, pacmg the room, and occasiOnally 

stoppmg m front of me, 

'Why had I not remamed at Gatschma? Why 

had I come mto tills homble place ? What a mce pre

d!cament I was m ! ' I thought to myself. 

A few days afterwards my dear fnend made it up 

w1th me, and 1t was to her I was mdebted for at least a 

fourth of my rngbts' lodgmgs, for whiCh I shall be 

grateful to her as long as I hve. But Just then she 

was mexorable. Her rrntahon agamst me reached 1ts 

he1ght when an unknown lady, very well dressed, sud-
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denly entered the room, and sa.1d she Wished to speak 

to Madame Dubrovma 1n private. 

On the mstant everyone was dumb. We were per

plexed and alarmed, for the younger s1ster of Madame 

Dubrovma had d1;appeared for some few hours. No 

one knew where she was. We immediately thought 

some d1saster had happened. 

In a short tlme, however, l\fadame Dubrovma 

returned, and takmg me astde, satd the lady had come 

m search of me f1:om Sophia Perovskam. 

I could have leaped for joy at heanng these words. 

She was 'ahve,' and ev1dently wanted to go abroad. 

The 1dea never occurred to me that she could need me 

for any other purpose than that of passmg the frontier, 

whiCh was my spec1al office. 

F11led mth these pleasant thoughts I entered the 

room where Sophta awatted me. She advanced to meet 

me. I began by expressmg to her my' extreme plea

sure at her determmahon to go abroad. 

She stared as though she had heard somethmg 

utterly incomprehensible. 

Seemg my error, I tmplored her to qmt the capttal, 

where such close search was bemg made for her. I had 

not then the famtest shadow of suspiCIOn respectmg 

her partiCipatiOn m the event of 1\Iarch 13, and 

only learnt 1t from the newspapers. But the part she 

had taken m the J\Ioscow attempt, already revealed by 
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Goldenberg, and related m the newspapers, was, in my 

opmwn, a reason more than suffiClent for mthdrawmg 

from St. Petersburg at such a t1me. 

But she met all my urgent appeals mth a pers1stent 

refusal. 

'It 1s unpoSSible,' she sa~d, 'to qUlt the cap1tal at 

such an important moment. There 1s so much to do, 

so many people to see.' 

She was enthus~astiCally exc1ted by the temble 
' Victory obtamed by the party. She beheved 1n the 

future, and saw everythmg m a rose-colow;ed hght. 

She resolutely cut short my entreaties, and explamed 

why she had sent for me. 

She wanted to know somethmg about the tnal of 

the CzanCides. The 1dea was to go to a very great 

personage, an 'Excellency,' a man connected w1th the 

Supenor Pohce, who undoubtedly would be able to g1ve 

us some mformatwn respectmg the tnal, although the 

investigations were bemg earned on mth the utmost 

secrecy. Tills man was not m regular commumcatwn 

mth the N 1illhsts. It so happened that I had known 

him personally for some years. That was why Perovskaia 

had thought of me. She was very annous about It. 

The man she loved was among the accused. Although 

tembly compromised, 1t so happened that he had taken 

no drrect part m the event of March 13 ; and Soph1a 

hoped. , •• 
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I told her I would wrllmgly go, not only to 'Hrs 

Excellency,' but, rf she thought rt desrrable, to my 

'gendarme ' also, wrth whom some years preVIously, I 

had been in commumcatron for the correspondence of 

the pohtrcal pnsoners. 

To thrs, Sophra, however, would not agree, saymg 

that my ' gendarme '.had broken off all connection wrth 

the Nrhillsts, and would mfalllbly hand me over to the 

pollee, and, u afrard of my revelatwns, would send a 
swarm of spres after me. 1n any case he would tell us 

nothmg, and perhaps would know nothmg. Wrth ' Hrs 

Excellency,' on the other hand, there was nothmg to 

fear, as he was personally mcapable of any baseness, 

and at heart sympathised, up to a certam pomt, wrth 

the Nrh!lrsts. 
It was arranged that at ten o'clock the next morn

mg I should go to ' Hrs Excellency.' Sophra wrshed to 

have a reply as soon as po~srble, but contnve as she 

mrght, she could not make an appomtment wrth me 

before su: o'clock m the evemng. Bemg unable to 

repress my astomshment at this, she explamed to me 

the drstnbutwn of her tJme ; she had seven appomt

ments for the next day, and all m different parts of the 

crty. Our conversatron havmg ended, Sophia called a 

young man, who was a member of the family m whose 

house we had our appomtment, and sent hrm to the 

acbeani stol (the address bureau) to get the address 
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of my 'Excellency.' A young lady, a fnend of the 

f.tmtly, was sent by Sophta Perovskata to find me a 

mght's lodgmg, as I told her I was m want of one. 

Meanwhtle we temamed alone, and I began to 

implore her anew to get out of the country. I proposed 

to her, 1f she thought 1t 1mposs1ble to qmt Russ1a for 

some t1me, merely to take her to some httle frontier 

town, where we could spend two or three weeks to

gether. She would not hear of 1t, and ridtculed my 

weakness, but m a good-natured manner. 

Then she changed the subject. She told me who 

was the young man lulled by the explos1on of the bomb 

thrown at the feet of the Emperor. She told me that 

the man who had committed smc1de upon the Teleg

nala was Ntcholas Sabhn, whom I had known some 

years preVIously. Th1s news made me shudder. 

When the young lady returned who had been sent 

to find me a mght's lodgmg, we parted. Soph1a asked 

me 1f I wanted any money to enable me to be elegantly 

dressed when presentmg myself to 'H1s Excellency.' 

Th1s t1me her pockets were full of money, but I sa1d I 

was m no need of any, as I had a dress wtth me 'that 

was qmte good enough. The followmg day I called 

upon 'Hts Excellency,' who recetved me much more 

pohtely than I expected, and gave me all the necessary 

mformatlon very fully. It was sad news tndeed I The 

fate of Gehabofi', as of all the others, was irrevocably 
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fixed. The tnal was to be merely pro form& for 

appearance Sllke. 
Towards six o'clock I went wtth thts news to keep 

my appomtment, Sophta Perovskata d1d not come 

until nme. When I saw her enter I gave a deep s1gh 

of relief. We both had anytlung but an invthng 

appearance; m my case, because of the torture caused 
by the delay; m hers because, as she said, she was very 

tired, or perhaps from some other cause. They brought 

us the samovar and left us to ourselves. 
I communicated to her at once the mfonnatlon 

I had received. I did not see her face, for her 

eyes were cast down. When she ra.Jsed them I saw 
that she was trembhng all over. Then she grasped 

my hands, sank down, and buried her face m my lap. 

She remamed thus for several mmutes; she did not 

weep, but trembled all over. Then she arose and sat 
down, endeavounng to compose herself. But with a 

sudden movement she agam grasped my hands, and 
pressed them so hard as to hurt me. 

I remember that I proposed to her to go to Odessa 
and fetch some of Geliaboff's relah ves for the vlSlts. 
But she repbed that she d1d not know their exact 

address; and that, moreover, it was too late to arnve 
before the tnal. 

' H1s Excellency ' was astomshed that Gehaboff had 

declared that he was the orgamser of the attempt. 
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When I told this to Perovskrua, she replied m 

these words : 
'It could not be otherw1se. The trw! of Risakoff • 

alone would have been too colourless.' 
' His Excellency ' had co=umcated to me many 

particulars respecting the proud and noble beanng of 

Gehaboff. 
When I related them to Sophm, I observed that her 

eyes flashed and the colour returned to her cheeks. 

EVIdently 1t was a great rehef to her. 

'H1s Excellency' also told me that all the accused 

already knew the fate awa1tmg them, and had rece1ved 

the announcement of their approach.mg death With 

wonderful tranqmlhty and composure. 

On hearmg this, Sophm sighed. She suffered im

mensely. She wanted to weep, but restramed herself. 

For a moment, however, her eyes "ere filled mth tears. 

, At that time persistent rumours were m circulatiOn 

throughout the c1ty, that Risakoff had made some dis

closure. But ' H1s Excellency ' demed tlus, I do not 

know why. I remember that I referred to this demal, 

drawmg the conclusiOn from It that perhaps even ' His 

Excellency' d!d not know everytlung. I s1mply mshed 

to tranqmlhse her m any way; but she replied : 

'No, I am persuaded It 1s qu1te true. On th1s 

pomt, also, he must be nght. I know R1sakoff, and 

beheve he Will say nothmg; nor l\:ilcruloff e1ther.' 
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She then told me who this l\bcalioff was, there 

bemg so many other men of this name among the 

Terronsts, and begged me to co=umcate to a fnend 

of mine what one of them had disclosed respectmg 

him. 

We remamed together almost until m1dmght. She 

wished to leave first, but was so worn out that she could 

scarcely stand. Thls t1me she spoke httle, her v01ce 

bemg frunt, and her words bnef. 

Soph1a prom1sed to come to the same house on the 

followmg day between two and three o'clock m the 

afternoon. I arnved at half-past two, but she had pre

ceded me, and had not had time to wa~t for me. Thus 

I never saw her agam. 

Two days afterwards she was arrested. 

IV. 

My days became very melancholy. My eqlllvocal 

pos1bon, ne1ther 'legal ' nor ' Illegal,' caused me mfinite 

anxiety. Bemg absolutely unconnected mth the move

ment, I d1d not care to take a false passport. 

Bemg mthout a passport I had, however, to go 

contmually m search of places of concealment, and of 

my mght's lodgmg; to find them, owmg to my strange 

position, was extremely difficult. 

I could not ava~l myself of the places of conceal-
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ment which the Terronsts have, especially as in those 

unhappy day~ they themselves had urgent need of 

them. I had to act for myself. To whom could I 
turn? My personal frtendR, who alone drd anythmg 

for me, were, lrke l\Iadame Dubrovma, 1 suspected 

persons.' Only very rarely could I go to them. 

Whether I Irked rt or not, I had to appeal, as 1t 

were, to the pubhc chanty. 

I thus had opportumtres of becommg acquamted, 

partly at least, wrth the middle class, which may be 

called neutral ; because It either does not wish to take 

any part m the struggle, or, while sympathising to the 

utmost wrth the Revolutronar1es, has not yet taken a 

direct part m the movement. I speak of the peaceful 

middle class, which thmks only of Its own selfish com~ 

forts; and of the young engaged 1n study. 

Of these two classes only can I speak. 

W rth regard to the former I shall be very bnef; 

the subject is too sickenmg. I have remarked thrs m 

Russra, those quake most who have the least reason to 
quake.• 

I In connection w1th thts very JUSt obscrvahon, J will relate an 
mmdent m my own expenence A certam P, a m&n of about fotty, 
the propneto< of a commerc.al establishment, a gentleman, and 1f I 
recollect ar1ght, a member of some adm1mstrahve couned, a man, 
1n fact, m an •~cellent soCial pos1twn, wtshed one day to g1ve a 
pecumarydonahon to the TerroriSts Dut us he wus very suspiCIOns, 
he could not resolve to send 1t through a thnd person, and w1shed 
to place 1t m the hands of some member of the patty After much 
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I Will relate only a smgle mCident. 

I learnt on one occaswn by chance that one of 

my earhest and most mtimate friends, Emtl1a-we 

hes1tatwn, he at last deCided to speak to a. certam N, who was an 
mt1matefr1end of twentyyears'standmg The latter h1ghly prrused 
h!S mtent1on, and told hun he could eas1ly arrange an appomtment 
Wlth me, because we were excellent fnends w1th th1s N The sum 
was not very large, but was not to be desp1sed, about five hundred 
roubles The day and the hour bemg fixed, I went w1th N to P 's 
house He had one of Ius own P had had the preeautwn to send 
away the tltorllt~, and hts own servant As the fanuly were at 
some watermg place abroad, he was qUite alone m the house 
Dmctl; we rang the bell, be bast1ly descended the sta~rs wttb a 
candle m h1s hand (1t was already late), but no sooner bad he 
caught Sight of us than be blew out the candle We ascended the 
sta~rease m profound darkness, 1t was a preeautwn We entered the 
most secluded room on the second Boor of the perfectly empty 
house , the candle was bt a gam The busmess commenced, and 
was earned on m a very strange manner P. would on no account 
address lumself to me directly, for be repeated, 'I have seen 
nobody, nobody bnt Mr N has been m my house ' He contmued 
thus to address h1mself to thJS latter, as 1£ 1 were not present, I 
rephed 1n the same manner 'Vhen, after some prehmmar1es, the 
quest10n of the money was mtroduced, P made mo stare by a very 
strange request, shU m the tbu:d person, that I should s>gn for h1m, 
m my own name, be 1t understood, a hill of exchange for the sum 
wluch he gave me •I am qmteready to comply With the request of 
the worthy liir P' I Said, ad<!ressmg myself to N , 'but would 
you mmd askmg him the obJect of th1s transactmn, wluch I am 
qmte unable to guess,' and thereupon Mr P began to explam toN, 
that the obJeCt he had m v1ew was thl.s lf the police heard of bJS 
offence and came to search bJS office and examme htS books, they 

~ 
would find an mexplieable deficiency 1n his cash account That was 
why he 1\JShed to hal'e a b11l of exchange from me Havmg heard 
thl.s expl anat10n, I 'ileclared myself perfectly satisfied But N diS· 
suaded the mgenlous donor, observmg to lum that my wr1tmg might 
be known to tife pollee, and that therefore 1t would be much better 

R 
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had been more than s1sters together for many years

had come to St. Petersburg. I w1shed to see her lm
medlately; but as she had just arnved, her address 

could not be found m the adresm stol and I was 

obliged to have recourse to Profes,or Bo1ko, also from 

my part of the country, who was a fnend of the 

family. 
I spent half a day m th1s search, m a state of 

almost fevensh exc1tement. 

Bo1ko adv1sed me not to go and see her, saymg 

to sign the b!lllumsclf. I do not know whether P did so or not 
The busmess quest10n bemg settled, P so far took heart as to 
address hunself directly to me Among other thmgs, I recollect he 
sa1d he did not behove m the poss1b1hty of a rcvolut10n In Russ1a, 
because 'the Russ1ans are very tumd I know 1t well,' he added, 
'for I am a Russ1an myself' But he adm1red the courage of the 
Revolutlomsts, and had consequently resohed, 'alter havmg long 
tnought about 1t,' to present them With tlus donation He told me 
that he obtnmed our proclamatiOns occaSionally, but al" nys read 
them ma certam private part of the bouse, a hit at a t1mc, so as not to 
awaken the suspiCIOns of hiS servant He kept them hung up m the 
.mr by a tbm thread, fastened 1n such a manner, that If anyone 
meddled With them, Without takmg certmn precautions, the thread 
would snap, and the dangerous collectiOn would fall where, he 
hoped, the pollee would not make any search 'What do yon tht:Jk 
of that 1' be added turnmg to me I was •omewhat morttfied by the 
shgbt respect he showed for our proclnmahons, but I admired b1s 
stratagem notw1tbstandmg I forgot to mention that durmg the 
whole of my VISit, P started from h1s seat every five mmutes, and 
ran to the door to see 1f there was an) body concealed there, although 
there was not a soul m the bouse and the lower door was shut 
Thts entue scene, which I recommend to the attenhon of our great 
satmst Scednn, » thoroughly authentic N. could teshfy to tbts, 
and I have not added a !me 
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that Emtha, bemg from my part of the country, knew 

I was a ' refugee,' and that therefore my arrival would 

temfy her not a httle. But I paid no attention to 

htm, so great was my confidence m Em1ha. 

At last, m company with Bo1ko, I amved at the 

Wished-for door. I asked the door-keeper 1f they were m. 

He smd 'Yes,' and I flew up the st.urs, With my 

heart full of delight, slowly followed by Boiko. 

It was Sunday. The servants had probably gone 

out, and therefore Em1ha opened the door herself. 

The scene willch followed passes my powers of 

descr1phon. 

At sight of me she began to tremble m every hmb. 

I advanced towards her, and ohe fell back. Some 

mmutes passed bef01e I '\\as able to embrace her re

treatmg form, and cover her pale face w1th kisses. 

When at last we entered the s1ttmg-room from the 

antechamber, this was the piCture that presented 1tself 

before me. Emil!a's husband, and her brother, the 

latter also a fnend of my ch1ldhood, were seated at a 

table playmg cards. 

They d1d not move ; they d1d not offer me the 

slightest greetmg; they remamed M though petnfied. 

The Silence, embarrasomg and oppress1ve beyond 

measure, lasted some httle time. 

' Do not mterrupt the game,' I sa1d at last, to 

reheve Em1ha m th1s embarrassment. 

:a2 
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She tned to sm1le, but her sm1le resembled a 

gnmace. I, began to speak of myself. I smd I had 

taken _not the shghtest part Ill what had happened 

dunng the previOus years, that I was almost ' legal,' 

that 1f th1s fatal time had not come I should have en

deavoured to obtmn a f1esh passport; 1n a word, that 

she ran not the slightest nsk m recemng me, for 

otherwise I should not have come. 
Em1ha knew thoroughly well that I was mcapable 

of tellmg an untruth. 
I thought my words would have tranqllllhsed her. 

But they produced no Impression. It \\as one of those 

mstmchve pamc fears whwh are uncontrollable, and 

agamst whiCh no reasonmg avail~. 

Emilia, still as pale as death, stammered out that 

she was temfied to see me at such a time. 

At last the two gentlemen arose, and advanced to 

shake my hand. The paralys1s whwh had se1zed them 

seemed to have lost somethmg of 1ts acute character. 

I remamed at Emil1a s about twenty mmutes, that

tmg on vanous subjects, so as to save my hosts from 

the necessity of opemng their mouths. 

When I took leave, EmJha showed me to the door, 

muttenng by way of apology, 'I was so ternfied.' 

Duectly we started, B01ko began to laugh at me. 

' Well, dtd I not adv1se you not to go? W 1th 

your "Quick, qUick,"' and he laughmgly 1m1tated my 
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voice. I replied, but not w1thout annoyance, that it 

was no matter, that I was very glad I had gone to see 

her, &c. 

Meanwhile, a very urg~nt questiOn presented 1tself, 

that of my mghi's lodgmg. 
It was already too late to find one, for 1t was by no 

means an easy matter. Duectly I arose my first 
thought was always to find a mght's lodgmg, and in 

th1s search I usually spent my ent1re day. 

But th1s time, owmg to my approachmg meetmg 
w1th EI!llha, I had not thought about It. 

'I shall have to pass the n1ght m the street,' I 
smd. Botko would not hear of It, and puzzled his 

brams 1n thmkmg where he could take me. But he 
could not thmk of any place. 

Bemg, wtth regard to pohtws, as mnocent as a 

new-born babe, he had only fnends Just as mnocent, 
and therefore excessiVely ttmtd, Rack h1s brams as 
he Inlght, he could not thmk of any place to whiCh I 

could go. 
'Come to my house,' he satd, at last. 
I had known htm as a chtld, and loved htm as a

brother ; but I d1d not hke the tdea of passmg the 
mght Ill h1s room, especmlly as I knew he had only 

one. I began to rmse obJectwns, and spoke of the 
dvorniks, the servant, and the landlady. 

' Oh, that's nothmg,' he replied. 'The landlady 
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w1ll not know about 1t, until to-morrow mornmg, the 

servant also. Don't mmd them. 

'Not mmd them! How do you mean? Don't 

the dvrrrniLs count for somethmg ? They wtlllet us 

enter, and afterwards go and mform the pohce.' 

'Nothmg of the kmd,' repeated Botko 'The 

dvormks mil not go and fetch the pohce ; they mll 

merely thmk that-' 

I told htm to be stlent, as the dvor-mks would thmk 

nothmg of the kmd. Meanwhde, what was to be done? 

To pass the mght Ill the street was not only unplea

sant, but even dangerous, and there was nothmg else 
left. I accepted. 

We passed close to the dvormks mthout bemg 

interfered mth, and they saluted us very pohtely, as 1t 
appeared to me. 

The landlady and the servant were asleep. We 

entered mthout bemg seen by them. I gave a sigh of 
rehef. 

'We have succeeded m passmg all the bamers,' I 

satd to my host, 'but that amounts to nothmg. The 
dvorniks Will go and fetch the pohce.' 

He declared that they would not do so, and, to 

dtvert me, told me that on one occaswn, haVIng to 

work till a late hour mth a friend, also a professor, he 

inVIted him to pass the n1ght there. ' One day, 

however,' he went on, 'the head dvornik began to 
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abuse me because I h~bom:P th a:fbond~ !Ithout pass-
\ ,J! e<\ 

ports. "Yes," I said te ..! .~ ft not one only, but 
'ln.)'oo At 

many, and I shall be ve1y hged to you if you 
1 t two 1 will dnve them all away.', ;·e dvorn~k stared. I 

showed him a swarm of blailsor)(,etles. "Here," I con
m 

tmued, "here are my vagab~ ~: resHimg heN Without 

passports. Look what a lot there• ,.,..Je. As to my 
I 

fnend, he 1s a black beetle mth an ~uthenticated and 
regtstered passport." The dvorn~k ~aughed, and the 

I 

matter ended there.' 1 
I 

We should have been glad to pass ~he whole mght 

chattmg, but we were compelled to blow out the 

candle as the wmdow looked upon the court:Jard, and 

the light might have made the dvorn~k suspect some

thmg revolutwnary was gomg on. 

The bed was glVen up to me. Botko stretched 

htmself out upon the floor; he took off hts coat and 

wmstcoat. I got mto bed mth all my clothes on, 

without even takmg off my cuffs and collar, and, as his 

pillows smelt of tobacco, I had even to wrap up my 
head m my black scarf. 

'If the police came to-night,' I thought to myself, 

'I should not keep them waitmg long.' 

v. 
I should hke now to say a few words respectmg the 

other section of Russian society, whiCh, owing to my 
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posttwn, I trequen t, untlJlCh , more ; I mean the 

students, not yet e md them ng the conspirators-for 

of those already m t 1 How 1t would be llllposs1ble to 
I 

say too much. 'somf 
Had I not the evlClance of my own eyes, I should 

have d1fficultyhm behe .• ang that in the same city, 

wtthm so sho~ .... ~ a~d;stance, such stnkmg contrasts 

could extst as ~e presented between the peaceful 

mtddle classes ana the Russtan young men. 
I 

I w1ll merely relate what I have seen and heard. 

Cml courage, m whtch the maturer portwn of 

Russtan soctety lS entirely wantmg, IS only to be found 

among the young. 

It IS str::mge, but 1t IS perfectly true. 

Here IS a notonous fact, whrch for many days was 

1 
\n every mouth. 

! In the Academy of l\IedtCme, one of the students, 

a ' V rscount,' as they called hrm, took rt mto h1s head 

to start a collectwn for a crown of flowers, to be placed 

upon the coffin of the dead Emperor. 

This proposal was recer ved m utter s1lence. The 

V1scount flung five roubles rnto h1s hat, and then went 

about from one to another. Nobody gave him even a 
kopeck. 

' But, gentlemen,' asked the V1scount, ' what shall 
we do then?' 

'Attend Professor Mergeevskt's lecture,' said a vo1ce 
among the throng. 
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But he would erest of the, and contmued to go 

about pestenng e in mmsJ. • ~At last he succeeded in 
finding somebody >¢ho put two more roubles mto hrs 

I 
hat. The lecture! of Professor l\fergeevskr bemg over, 

the Vrscount wen~ about agatn and urged them to sub

scnbe. But he obtam~d nothmg more. 
\ 

'But what shall we do, then, gentlemen? ' he cned 
I 

1n despmr. I 
'Attend the lecture of ProfeSS(~\ ' I do not 

recollect the name. L \ 

This second lecture passed off. Then til~ Vrscount 

resolved to put ills companions m a fix. \,'-
Throwing the money upon the table, he ~~

claimed: 

'What shall I do w1th th1s money? '· 

'Gtve 1t to the prrsoners,' rephed a voice among 

the throng, which everybody present echoed. 

The Viscount and his companion hurried away m 
a fury. 

One of the students then arose, took the money 

which rema.med upon the table, and no one doubted 

that the famous seven roubles were sent to those who 

were entitled to them. 

The smne day the students of the Academy col

lected fifty roubles for 'the pnsone1 s 

Thrs happened some days after the event of March 

13, when the whole population was dehnous wrtll terror, 
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In the other h1gbt~untx.uch: \e conduct of the 

students was Sllllllar, b ul!'d,.~m·ng 'cal; for only those 

who were in Russia at that t~e ::an understand what 

courage was reqmred to act as thJ students of the 

Academy of 1\IedJClll€) acted. 

What 1s so strdo ng m the hfe of the great mass of 
' the Russ1an stude1.tts, 1s the shght account taken of 

personal mterest~ connected WJth t,he1r profess1on, 
I 

theu future, &c., and even of the plei!Sures whwh are 

sa1d to 'gracete mormug of hfe.' 

It wo li'l.c seem as though tl.e Russian students 

cared Iy for 1htellectual in teres ,s. · 
I 

heu sympathy w1th the Re·1olutwn 1s immense, 

umversal, almost\mdmded. 
\ 

They give thmr last farthmg for the 'Narodnrua 

Voha' and for the R~d Cross ; that is, for the pnsoners 
I 

and eXIles. All take an act1ve part m the orgamsat!on 

of concerts and balls, m order to obtam, by the sale of 

tickets, some few roubles to assrst the Revolution. 

Many endure hunger and cold m order to grve their 

mite to 'the 'cause.' I have known whole 0()111,
munes 1 which hved upon nothmg but bread and soup, 

so as to grve all theu saVIngs to the RevolutiOn. 

The Revolution may be srud to be the pnnc1pal 

1 Tins IS the name g~ven by tho students to a kmd of phalan· 
story m wb1ch a certam number of young men share everythmg m 
common, 
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and absorbing mterest of these young men, and it 
should be borne in mmd that when arrests, tnals, 

executiOns happen, they lose the pnVllege of contmuing 

the1r studies. 

They J:Qeet m little part1es 1n their rooms, and 

there, around the samovar, wh1sper, discuss, and com

mumcate to each other their VIews and their feelings 

of md:ignation, of horror, and of adm1rat10n, and thus 

their revolutiOnary fervour mcreases, and is strength

ened. That 1s the time to see them ; their faces 

become anXIous and senous, exactly like those of 

elderly men. 

They grasp mth avid:ity at everyt).ung, at every 
' tnfle connected mth the revolutionary world. The 

raptd:ity mth whiCh everytl.ung new of th1s kmd spreads 

throughout the entire c1ty 1s mcred:ible. The tele

graph, whwh the Government has m 1ts hands, cannot 

VIe w1th the legs of the Nihilists. Somebody is arrested, 

perhaps. The very next day the melancholy news IS 

d:issenunated throughout the whole of St. Petersburg. 

Somebody has arnved; someone else is making d:is

closures; a tl.urd, on the other hand, mamtains an 

exemplary fil1llness towards the pohce ; all tl.us 1s known 

rmmed:iately and everywhere. 

It need scarcely be added that, ammated by such 

feelings, these young men are always ready to render 

every kmd of semce to the Revolut10msts, mthout 
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gmng a thought to the danger they may run. And 

with what ardour, With what solicitude they act I 

But I must fimsh. I have not the slightest pie

tension to dep1ct the young men of Russ1a as they are ; 

1t would be a task much above my powers. 

I return, therefore, to my peregnnatwns. 

It was from these young men I had all my mghts' 

lodgmgs when the worthy l\Iadame Dubrovma and a 

few other fr1ends c6uld no longer conceal me m the1r 

houses. i 
But here I cannot pass by m Silence another Cir

cumstance. 
Havmg received the mvitatwn I went, aud, although 

m accordan~e with the rules of N1h1hst hosp1tahty, no 

questiOns respectmg myself were evfr put to me, I 

always began the same old story, that I had nothmg 

whatever to do wtth the conspiracy, thati was not even 

one of the '1llegal? but merely a 'vagabond,' as I had 

no passport, and did not care to get a false one. I said 

this to tranqUilhse my hosts, and so as not to appear m 

borrowed plumes, and even, I must confess 1t, m the 

hope that I should be mvited another time. 

But to my great astomshment, my words never pro

duced the demed effect. Notwithstandmg that I am 

short-s1ghted, I could discern upon the1r faces a slight 

expresswn of d1sappomtment, which seemed to say : 

'What I nothing more?' 
• 
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And they never mVlted me to return a second time. 

At first thts vexed me, but afterwards I laughed at 1t, 

and became accustomed to my lot, that of passmg the 

whole day m search of a lodgmg for the mght. 

I observed that, generally speakmg, the more the 

Revoluttomst 1s feared and sought after by the pollee 

the more readtly 1s he welcomed, concealed, and every

thmg done for rum. In the first place, a man who 

belongs to the orgamsatton always has sometrung 

mterestmg to relate; then, to conceal htm gtves more 

satisfaction ; for, to asstst a man of great Importance is, 
m a sense, to dtsplay revoluttonary 'actmty.' Fmally, 

there IS also the honour. Thts counts for not a httle. 

A young :rpan of a rtch mtddle-class famtly satd to me 

one day: 

' Do you know we have a sofa, an easy chatr, and a 

seat upon whiCh Gehaboff and Perovskata sat. We 

.shall never part wtth them,' he added, ' for all these 

thmgs are " htstoncal.'' ' 

VI. 

From these plactd regtons, let us pass anew to the 

fiery zone of the Revolution. 

I remember 1t was on a Tuesday. At four o'clock 

prectsely, notw1thstandmg the most hornble weather, 

I was wrutmg at the railway stat10n to meet Varia, who 
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was commg expressly to see Tania (Lebedeva ).1 I 
shall be asked, perhaps, why I went to meet her? It 
was for thts reason: when anyone comes to St. Peters~ 

burg, the greatest difficulty IS to know where to go; 

wruch fnend is arrested and wh1eh not; whose house 

can be VISited w1thout fallmg mto a trap set by the 

police. For these reasons, 1t 1s always useful and en~ 

couragmg to be met by ~omebody at the statwn. 

I mshed to render this serviCe to V ana. But un~ 

fortunately she d1d not come. It was arranged between 

us that, m tills case, I should keep the appomtment 

mth Tanm. Two hundred roubles mtended for her, 

wh1ch had been deposited w1th l\fadame Dubrovma, 

had to be handed over to her. I went there, and havmg 

obtamed the money, kept the appomtment, hopmg 

that w1th thls sum Tania would be able to go mto the 

country, or perhaps abroad. 

When I entered the room, Tania, together with 

Slobodma, her hostess, exclaimed mth one voice : 

'Where 1s Vana?' 

The news that she had not come greatly ag1tated 

Tania. She turned pale, and for several mmu.tes could 

not utter a word. 

I lost no tlmem gtvmg her the two hundred roubles. 

1 Imphcated m the Odessa ratlway attempt One of th~ two 
women condemned to death m the last tnal, that of the 22 
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But she told me she wanted El1~hty more, otherWise she 

could not leave, as the two hundred were mtended for 
\ 

another purpose. 

The same day M1chael was arrested, not m Ius own 

hoWle, butwhue keepmg anappomtment. Th1s money, 

as I learnt afterwards, she mtended for the mother~ 
M1chael, who hved m the Caucasus, t'o e~Jble her to 

come to St. Peters bur 6· 

I told her the matter could be arranged. Madame 

Dubrovma had always small sums of money by her, col

lected for the Revolutw.r, and I could go and get some 

of 1t. 

'Yes,' she satd, '1t 1s necessary. But 1t 1s better 

that Slobodina should go, because I have somethmg to 

commurucate to you Meanwhlle, tell us whether you 

have not been followed.' 

Both began to ask me whether there had been 

nothmg susplcwus m the street, at the door, or upon 

the stmrcase. 

I sa1d I had seen notlung; but, as I was short

sighted, I added, my powers of observation were not to 

be trusted. 

'I am sure there was somethmg, though you have 

seen nothmg at all ; ' exclmmed Tama, WJth a gesture 

of impatJence. 

Then she related to me what follows: 
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'I had no sooner left! the house than I saw I was 
I 

followed by a spy. I took the first ltlchcu; 1 I met. 

The spy had to take an ordmary cab, and for a moment 

.ost s1ght of me. But at the corner of the Bassernam, 

the tramway stopped the traffic, and the spy, regaining 

lost ground, was at hand ready to pounce on me. 

When my ltkhac moved on agam, the spy gave a 

wh1stle, and another person jumped into the veh1c!e. 

I ordered the ltkhac to go to the L1govka, then to 

Pesla, then to St M1chael the Archangel, in a word, I 

was dnven m var1ous directions for at least an hour. 
Havmg assured myself that they had lost s1ght of me, 

I stopped before a tobaccorust's and entered it, in order 

to change a bank note and purchase a packet of cigar

ettes. When I left the shop, the ltkhcu; was by 1tself, 

and there was nobody 1n the street. I then d:tsm~ssed 

my cab and came here on foot. I am not, however, 

sure that I was not followed.' 

Then she related to me "hat she knew about the 

arrest of !l.l!Chael. As they both hved together in the 

same lodgmg, 1t was almost a nuracle that the pohce 
had not arrested her al<o. 

HaVIng beard all this, and knowing her antecedents, 

I begged her to leave St. Petersburg ~mmed:tately. 

'No! 1t IS lmpossJble ; ' rephed Tama, pensively, as 

1 The name g"!Ven to supenor enbs Wlth excellent horses 
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though speakmg to herself. ' The lodgmg must be 

cleared.' 1 

' Cannot I clear 1t ? ' I a&ked. 

She shook her head without replymg to me. 

Thereupon I told her that 1f she could not trust to 

my d1scretwn to clear the room for her, she was wrong; 

and I .tssured her that I would not read, or even look 
' at anythmg, on any account "hatever. I remember 

that our discussiOn almost ended m a quarrel. 

To say the truth, I had a homble fear 2 of gomg 

mto their temble den ; but I h.td a still greater fear of 

lettmg Tama go there, for the hangman's halter was 

already round her neck. Th1s emboldened ~e to repeat 

my urgent appeals. 

' Perhaps we could go together,' I said. • Two 

would clear the place very qmckly, and we could go 

away qmetly.' 
'No, 1t IS 1mpos~Ible. Especially as I must pass 

the mght there ' 

At these words my harr stood on end. I 1mplored 

her not to do so. I felt convmced that she would un

doubtedly be arrested. It seemed to me that m her 

despa1r she would go to her own destructiOn. 

• In the language of the N 1h1hsts, ' to clear' means to destroy or 
take away all papers and everythmg comptom•smg 

• I have retamed the whole of thiS passage exactly as 1t was 
wr1tten, and I ask the lady's pardon, not the reader's 

s 
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For a moment I fanc1ed she would y1eld to me. 

She remamed thoughtful ; I began to hope. 

'No, 1t IS 1mposs1bJe,' she srud at last. 'If I d1d 

not sleep at home, the dvorn~k, who comes at seven 

o'clock every mornmg w1th the water, fh.tdmg nobody, 

would mmed.Jately go and mform the pollee. Sp1es 

w1ll be placed at all the statwns, and I shall un

doubtedly be arrested. I cannot leave to day Without 

first see1ng "ours." I must pass the mght at home.' 

I cannot descnbe my despa1r. 

'I proposed to her that I should go and pass the 

mght m place of her. Next day, when the dvorn~l, 

came, I would open the door to h1m, and say that she 

had been taken ill, and that I had been fetched to 

attend her. He certrunly would not go mto her bed

room to convmce himself. 

But Tama rejected tills proposal. I do not know 

from what mohve. She, however, agreed that I 

should asSISt her the next day m clearmg out. 

We arranged all the detruls, and the appomtmeni 

was fixed for ten o'clock preciSely at the ?riogh!Ievs

krua. 

She wanted to go to Moscow, and as her fnends m 

that c1ty could not be mformed beforehand, she would 

have to stop at some hotel. For this, she would need 

a portmanteau, somethmg to eat, some bnen, &c., so 

that no suspiCion m1ght be aroused at the hotel where 



-11. TRIP TO ST. PETERSBURG. 259 

she stopped, I was to purchase all these thmgs the 

followmg morning, and take them to Slobodma's. 

Tania asked me to spend as httle as possible, and 

would not let me buy her some new gloves, and a 

bonnet, although her own was an old one. A black 

crape veil, a s1gn of mournmg, would cover up every

thing. 

When the details were arranged, there came the 

question of the order m wluch we should leave the 

house. Tania sa1d it appeared to her that 1t would 

be better to show ourselves m the street both together. 

A woman who is alone, they keep therr eyes on. See

ing two together llllght confuse them. We left. We 

had scarcely advanced a few steps, when a cabman 

drove up and was very anxiOus to take us. 

Tama said to me m a wh1sper, 'He 1s a spy, I 

know him, you Will see what a d.Jfficulty we shall have 

m gettmg away from h1m.' For ten mmutes, m fact, 

he would not go away. 

After many turnmgs, we found a cab in a by-street 

with the dnver dozmg. Tania took the cab and 

departed. It was already very late in the evening 

when we separated. I was compelled to go to the 

lllace where I was to have my rught's lodgmg, for to 

present one's self too late was not permitted. I took 

a cab and went straight to the house mdtcated to me. 

I found 1t by the descnphon. Naturally enough, the 
s 2 
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dvormk was seated at the door, It was not permitted 

either to ask anythmg or to look at the number of the 

house. Such was the regulation. I entered resolutely, 

without, however, bemg sure, owmg to my short sight, 

that 1t was the house mdicated to me. On reachmg 

the second story I saw three doors. In the profound 

darkness I could recognise nothmg, and with a trem

bhng heart, I rang the first bell at haphazard. 

Great was my JOY when, to the queshon meVItable 

then, whiCh I put to the servJ.nt, whether such-a-one 

hved there, I saw a handsoD!e woman appear, who smd 

to me: 

'Yes, yes, 1t 1s here. Pray come m.' 

The next mornmg, at the hour fixed, I entered the 

l\foghlle\ skam. I had not yet had time to reach the 

pos1t10n ass1gned to me, when I saw Tama m front of 

me, with a basket full of vegetables m her hand, and a 

black scarf round her head, such as housew1ves wear 
when they go to market. 

We proceeded towards her house. She gave me 

the key of her door, and told me to go on m front, so 

that the dvormk should not see us enter together. 
I did so. 

The lodgmg compnsed two rooms with a kitchen. 

I was struck by the perfect order whiCh everywhere 

prevailed. ThP- furniture, the httle parlour, the 

husband's wnhng-table, all had an mvitmg aspect, 
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Nothmg was wantmg. It seemed a perfect httle nest 

of peace and joy. 

Tama entered a few mmutes afterwards, brmgmg 

mth her the provlSlons for the dmner, and ht the fire. 

All this was done for mere appearance sake-for the 

dvormk. Then she packed up the thmgs she was 

to take away, takmg only those which would not be 

nnssed, so as not to arouse the suspicions of the 

dvornilc m case he should enter duxmg her absence by 

means of the double keys wh10h the dvorniks possess.1 

Before allowmg me to leave, Rhe looked mto the 

courtyard to see what the dvorn~lcs were domg. They 

were cuttmg wood. 

Tarua explamed to me that I could pass through 

the courtyard unobserved when they took the wood to 

some tenant hvmg upstmrs. 

I d1d so, and left w1thout any dJfficulty, With a 

rather large parcel m my hand, and havmg taken a cab, 

went to Slobodma's. 

H,mng packed the portmanteau, I went to the 

station. I was to take the tickets, deliver up the 

t The doorkeepers or tlto1 mlu, who have to act as sentlnels, 
night and day, at the doors of the houses, aud closely watch every· 
tbmg, form a numerous class of paras1tes, whom the landlords are 
compelled to mamtam They are the terror of all the peaceful 
mmates, mcludmg the landlords, for they know they will always be 
backed up by the authorities Tbeu: arrogance I.S such that m 
Moscow the dvm~tks of one house gave the landlord hunself a 
thrasbmg 
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luggage, and do everytlung, so that Tama should show 

herself as httle as poss1ble. She was not to amve 

until ten mmutes before the departure of the tram, so 

as to go at once and take her place m the carriage. 

But unfortunately the tram was crowded Wlth passengers. 

There was no room left, and another camage had to 

be put on. We passed five mmutes upon the platform, 

wluch seemed to me an age. 

At last the carnage was attached. Tama took her 

place, and the compartment was soon filled Wlth 

people. But they were unmterestmg. Tama ex

pressed her regret that she had not brought some book 

With her to read. I gave her a newspaper I had 1n my 

pocket, and told her that at the first large statwn she 

would be able to buy onf'. I showed her the oranges, 

wluch she was very fond of, I had expressly put 1n her 

bag; but m a whtsper I recommended her not to smoke 
durmg the journey. 

She siDiled, thanked me for the oranges, and satd 

that, Wlth regard to the smokmg, she could not pro
IDISe. 

On leavmg, when the guard called out, I uttered, 

I do not know why, some unconnected remarks. 

'Remember me to all at home Kiss the httle 
ones for me,' &c. 

The tram left, and I gave a s1gh of rehef. 

She reached Moscow and remamed there a shprt 
• 



A TRIP TO ST PETERSBURG 26::1 

bme. Several letters, sent by her from that c1ty, were 

recPived, one of whiCh I read. She told us in 1t that 

there was nothmg for her to do Ill Moscow, that she 

was utterly sick of the place, and ardently desired to 

return to St. Petersburg. 

She returned, Ill fact; but I was no longer there. 

Bemg mv1ted by a fnend who had a landed estate m 

one of the provmces of the Volga, I left m order to 

proceed there; with what joy I need not say •• 

Four months haVlng elapsed smce that temble 

13th of March, and calmness bemg somewhat restored, 

I succeeded, through my fnend's husband, m obtam

mg a regular passport ; and thus ended my Odyssey. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I HAVE br1efly related the h1story of the Russian 

Revolutionary movement. l\Iy pnnCipal endeavour 

has been to dep1ct 1ts ch1ef features, wluch are known 

to but few outs1de the orgamsatlon 

Before talung leave of the reader, I should hke now 

to cast a retrospective glance upon the movement as a 

whole, of wh1ch I have descnbed some of the deta:t!'s 

only. 

What renders the Russian Revolutionary party 

entrrely different from all those whiCh at varwus times 

have struggled agamst oppresswn, 1s not the means 1t 

adopts-for m case of need they m1ght be adopted by 

all-but 1ts pos1twn towards the Government and the 

country. In th1s re>pect 1t stands qmte alone, anu 

resembles nothmg m the h1story of other natwns. 

The Russ1an Revoluhonmy movement 1s really 

a RevolutiOn su~ grmeris, earned on, however, not by 

the mass of the people or those feeling the need of 1t, 

but by a kmd of delegation, actmg on behalf of the 

mass of the people w1th tins purpose. 
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' No one has ever undertaken, and pet h.tps no one 

could wtth any certamty, undertake to calculate the nu

men~al strength of th1s party, that 1~ to say, of those who 

share the convwtwns and the aspuatwns of the Revolu

tlomsts. All that can be srud 1s, th~t 1t 1s a very large 

party, and that, at the present molnent, 1t numbers 

hundreds of thousands, perhaps even ~nllions of men, 

dtssemmated everywhere. Thts mass pf people, whtch 

mtght be called the 'RevolutiOnary r!atwn,' does not, 
I 

however, take a dtrect part m the struggle. It entrusts 

1ts mterests and tts honour, 1ts hatred and 1ts ven

geance, to those who make the Revolution therr sole and 

e"l:clustve occupatiOn; for, under the conqttwns ex1stmg 

m Russm, people <.annot remam as ordwary cttlzens 

aud devote themselves, at the same time, to Socmhsm 
I 

and the Revolutwn. 

The real Revolutionary party, or rather the m1htant 
orgamsatwn, 1s 1 ecrmted f10m among thts class of 

Uevolubonary leaders. 

Thts orgamsatwn ts hmtted. Nay, more, 1t always 

has been, and WJ!l always be, while the present co'n-

dttlons of the struggle last: th1s 1s a confesswn I have 

no hestlahon m makmg, and 1t may serve the reader 

as an !llustratlon of my smcenty. 

In Russia the struggle 1s entirely and exclusLvely 

earned on by means of consprrac1es. l\Iacchrnvelli 1s 

nght when he says With respect to all secret someties, 

, 
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' 
that 'the many rum them.' By the very conditions, 

mherent m conspiracy, the more the number of the 

affihated increases, the greater becomes the danger of 

discovery. This is a law which, although it cannot be 

reduced to exact mathematical expression, 1s, notwtth-
1 

standmg, as Indisputable as the mechamcal laws. 

Everyone who ' as belonged to any conspuacy, or has 

read much on the subject, knows tills I need not, 

therefore, inSlSt on the pomt. 

But m Ru Sia there are some special conditions 

which render th\.s law shll more imperious. I speak of 
I 

the matenal d~fficult!es wh1ch have to be overcome, 

and especmlly of the Immense expense wh1ch has to 
be mcurred, m order to keep up the m1htant orgam

satlon. 
I 

The ~urns spent on the vaf}.ous Terromt under-

tdkmgs, although \ ery modest compared wtth the work 

done, reach, nevertheless, a constderable amount. But 

they,ke notillng, really nothmg, compared wtth the 

supis willch the orgamsatlon has to spend daily merely 

to! mamtam e:nstence. Leadmg buch a troubled hfe 

as1 the Russtan RE\volutwmsts lead, wtth theu contmual 

changes of dress, of place, of lodgmgs-lodg1ngs and 

fur:uture having frequently to be abandoned, and 

othl,rs obtamed elsewhere, only to be abandoned, 

perhaps, in turn a week afterwards-leadmg tills hfe, 

the expense of the struggle eVIdently must mcrease 
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beyond measure. Thus 1t rs that the 'B:~volull6~ 

nation' rs only able to mamtarn a lnlhtant ~aruFail®J~ 
relatively lilnlted, mth regard to numbers. "':t~OOJJt 

Tills process of hlnltabon is certamly not due to_ 

set purpose. It anses of rtself, m a very simple, 

although m a very cruel manner ; that is to say, by 

the lulling off of the superfluous. The office of execu

trouer rs naturally taken by the Government. • 
' By a tendency mherent in every pohhcf!l Secret 

Socrety, the Revolutionary orgamsabon endeavours to 

extend 1tself; to attract an ever-mcreasmg number of 

persons ; to spread 1ts ram1ficatrons far and mde. 

When once a certam pomt has been reached, however, 

means are wanting, and, as a consequence, there lS an 

mevttable relaxation m the measures of security, com

bmed mth a certam, relaxation of dlsciplme, which 

always corresponds wrth the Ulldue extensron of the 

Secret Socrety. The ineVItable result of tills rs a 

'disaster,' a ' deluge; ' some blood-lettmg by the 

Government. 

To show that the movement really follows tills fatal 

course, I need only point out that every 'deluge' has 

fallen upon us at the very moment when the orgamsa

tiOn was most flounsillng. Every Russmn who has 

been m any way connected mth rt Will adlnlt tills fact. 

The arrests certamly do not merely curtail what 

may be called the redundancy of the organisatiOn. 
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They always go beyond that. They are bke hot words 

-one leads to another. 
But here 1s another fact, emmently charactenstw. 

However great may be the partial reverse inflicted 

upon the orgamsatwn, the Government can never 

succeed m destroymg 1t entirely. Some of 1t still 

remams standmg, and keeps up 1ts old traditions and 

connections. Thus, some two months after the most 

ternble 'deluge,' the orgamsatwn IS formed anew, as 

though nothmg had happened; for meanwhile a little 

' levy ' has been made ; fresh champiOns enter m place 

of the fallen, and the eqmlibrmm bemg re-established 

between numbeis and matenal means, together w1th 

diSCipline, the orgamsat10n remams mtact for awhile, 

contmmng thus the struggle, momentanly mterrupted, 

until, havmg unduly mcreased agam, by a tendency 

unavoidable man active soc1ety, a fresh 'deluge' comes, 

and some more blood-lettmg. 

Thus the orgamsatwn, although 1t may mcrease as 

the strength of the party mcreases, which IS undem

able, always remams very modest With regard to 

nUIIlhers. 

II. 

In speakmg of Secret SoCieties, the Florentme 

Secretary not only says that 'the many rum them,' 

but also that ' the few are not enough.' 
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That in Russm the few are ' enough,' and in a some

" hat ternble manner, needs no proof of mme here. 

How, therefore, 1s th1s extraordmary fact to be ex

plained? 
It is explamed by the devotwn, by the moral eleva

tion, by the energy of these herow combatants, as I 

have endeavoured to show m my book. 

But this would not suffice, some w1ll urge, to 

sustam for so many years such a temble struggle. 

Mrracle~ of her01sm would be needed. Now mrracles 

no longer belong to our days, or at least nobody beheves 

m them. How does 1t happen, therefore? There 

must be somethmg else below the surface. 

Tills somethmg IS the ahnost complete 1solat10n of 

the Russian Government. 

Autocracy m the latter part of the Nmeteenth 

Century m a country m constant commumcatwn w1th 

Europe, where the cultivated classes receive a 

thoroughly European educatwn-autocracy m such a 

country IS so monstrous, that, except those haVIng a 
personalmterest m It, no one, certamly, can honestly 

defend it. Hence anses a covert oppositwn almost 

umversal among all classes of society, however httle 

educated; an oppositiOn wh!ch, nohnthstandmg the 

rigours of the Censorship and the arbitrary acts of 

the admimstratwn, mamfests Itself rn a manner so 

clear and palpable, that one must turn a deaf ear 
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mdeed, as the Impenal Government does, not to hear 

somethmg about 1t. We have but to read the addresses 

of the Provmclal Assembhes (Zentstvos), and to 

exanune the RuSSian newspapers of the last few years, 

to convince ourselves how ardently the whole of Russian 

soc1ety longs for certain pohtlcal nghts, such as free

dom of speech and of the press, the mv10lability of the 

subject, and of the donucile, the nat10nal representa

twn-everythmg, m short, expressed m that very 

modest word, Consbtut10n. 

Now m the progra=e of the Russmn Soc1ahsts of 

the last five years, as I have sa1d m my IntroductiOn, a 

very 1mportant change appears. HaVIng begun by 

mamtalmng mth the extreme party of the ' Inter

natiOnale' called the Anarchical party, that the 

SocJallsts should abstam from all partiCipation m the 

pohhcal struggle, the Russmn SoClahsts, by the mex

orable log1c of events, have had to learn, at therr own 

expense, that pohhcal hberty 1s not only useful, but 

mdlspensable for the Socmhst, as for everyone who has 

any conVlchons to enforce, or any Ideas to propagate 

among h1s fellow citizens. They have had to recogmse 

that, mthout these elementary nghts, SoCialism mil 

never emerge beyond the narrow hnuts of the Secret 

Soctetles, and Will never be able to exerc1se a decisive 

mfluence upon the convJChons of the masses. 

There bemg no other party m Russia capable of 
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engagmg m the struggle With Despot1sm, the RussJan. 

Soctahsts resolved to undertake 1t on the~r own account. 

As m Russta, as I have shown m my IntroductiOn, an 

msurrection m the European mauner 1s absolutely l!D

posstble, the SocJahsts had recourse to Terrorism; to a 

confuct with the autocrat m person, m order to render 

hls life a torment and a wearmess to hl!D, and his 

posttlon xntolerable, shameful, rrdrculous ; so that from 

very dread of the dens10n cast upon his pretended un

limited power, he should resolve to yteld to the legih

mate and very modest asp~rations of the entrre natwn. 

The aspirations of the Soc1ahsts, and those of the 

whole of Russ1an soc1ety met, thus, at th1s pomt, and 

the Terronsts did nothmg more than proclarm aloud, 

am1d the reports and flames of the~r explos10ns, what 

everybody etther thought, or whispered With a hestta

tmg and hm1d voJCe, am1d a deluge of adulatiOn and 

general compulsory reticence. 

What the RevolutiOnists could not. but. gam from 

thts cond1tton of thmgs may be easily imagmed. They 

acqUITed the in~stlmable moral advantage whwh the 

support of pubhc opm10n gtves. Among the more 

courageous, th1s support was certamly not confined to 

words alone. 

But even those who were opposed to them, fearmg 

their subvers1ve prmCiples, would not m any way lend 

thetr support to the Government, though 1t m1ght ask 
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for such support m almost supphcatmg tones. The reply 

wh1ch, after every fresh attempt, Russmn soc1ety gave 

through the ProvmCial Assembhes and the Press to 

these repeated supphcahons was always the same: 'We 

are ready to ass1st you agamst the Socmhsts, but glVe 

us for th1s the necessary means, that rs, freedom of 

speech, and a natwnal representatiOn ; then we wrll 

willingly clear the ground for you. Unt1l we possess 

these means, we are powerless to do anythmg for you.' 

The reply, to say the truth, was not a very noble one, 

but I g~ve 1t exactly as rt was formulated. 

The Government d1d not agree to these terms, and 

gave 1t to be understood that the assistance it reqrured 

from soc1ety was simply that of acting the part of the 

spy. 
But soc1ety would not agree to thrs. 

The Government remamed thus completely Iso

lated, and m th1s manner the struggle between rt and 

the Terronsts, though always tembly unequal, 15 not 

so much so as m1ght be believed at a distance. 

Thrs 1s the secret whrch explams qmte naturally the 

mlfacle of the Terronshc struggle. 

If the Government were not 1n such flagrant con

tradiction WJth somety, such a struggle would be abso

lutely imposs1ble; for society would not remam in

dtfferent, but would act as one man agamst the drs

turbers of rts qruet, and crush them rn an mstant. 
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One thlng 1s as clear as the sun at noonday. Where 

do the Terronsts hve, 1f not m the ranks of soc1ety? 

W1th whom are they m da1ly commumcat10n, 1f not 

With 1ts members? If they were mere ordmary 

delmquents who d1sturbed pubhc order for therr own 

advantage, soc1ety would baud them over, bound hand 

and foot, to the representatives of power. If it had 

scruples about domg th1s, 1t would have suppressed 

them all the same, s1mply by mthdrawmg from them 

1ts assistance. Where would the Terronsts obtam 

means? Where would they h1de themselves ? Where 

would they obtam remforcements? I do not speak of 

the we1ght of the disapproval, umversal, smcere, and 

resolute, wh1ch would be dec!Slve m a queshon bound 

up mth the most drrect mteres~s of soc1ety 1tself, of 

whiCh 1t cannot be sa1d, as of the people, that 1t does 

not understand what 1t says or does. But for what 

purpose should Russmn soc1ety ass1st a Govenm~ent 

detested by everybody? Thus, notwithstandmg 1ts 

compulsory protests of devotion, soc1ety remams w1th 

1ts arms folded, to see what the Terronsts mll do. In 

secret 1t rubs 1ts hands, and not only does not denounce 

the Terronsts, but Wllhngly aSSists them, 1f not re

stramed by fear, because 1t feels that they are workmg 

for 1ts own advantage. 

The 1solat10n of the Russian Government can only 

be compared With that of a hated foreigner m a con

T 
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quered country The best proof of th1s 1s, as I have 

already sa1d~ 1ts mabillty to overcome the Terronsts. 

To 1llustrate th1s, ho'l"'ever, I w!ll relate a few httle m

c1dents of revolutiOnary hfe. 
It must be adlllltted, to begm w1th, that, as conspi

rators, the Russmn Revolutiomsts, w1th few excephons, 

are not worth much. The Russ1an d1spos1tlon, gene

rous, hstless, und1sc1phned ; the love of openness; 

the hab1t' of domg everythmg 'm common,' render 1t 

httle adapted to conform to the v1tal prmc1ple of conspi

racy; to tell what 1s to be told only to those to whom 

1t IS essential to tell 1t, and not to those to whom 1t 

may merely be told Without d.tnger. Examples such 

as Perovskam or StefanovJC are very rare among the 

Russians. Thus, the revolutiOnary secrets are usually 

very badly kept, and no booner have they passed out of 

the orgamsabon than they spread abroad w1th incred!ble 

rapid!ty throughout· the N1h1hst world, and not l,lllfre

quently pass from city to c1ty. Notwrthstandmg this, 

the Government never knows anythmg. 

~rhus, before the pubhcat10n of the newspaper 

• Zemha 1 Voha,' conducted by 'illegal ' men, a 

secret Revolutionary and Somahst JOurnal was 1ssued 

m St. Petersburg,-' Nac1alo,' wh1eh was not the organ 

-of the orgamsat10n, but of an rsolated 'Crrcle,' and 1ts 

-conductors were four or five 'legal' men. All St. 

Petersburg knew them, and could name them. But 
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the pohce, although they were run off theu legs in 

search of traces of this newspaper, knew notlnng, and 

never learnt anythmg about tt; so that some of the 

conductors of the paper, who have not been compro

mised m other matters, remam safe and sound to thts 

day. 

The sale of the most temble of the Terronst 

papers, the ' N arodnata Voha,' ts carrted on tn St. 

Petersburg in the most stmple manner imagmable; in 
every htgher school, m every class of soCiety, and in all 

the prmcipal provinCial towns, there are men, known to 

everybody, who undertake tlns commtssion; and receiv

mg a certain number of the coptes of the paper, sell 1t 

to everybody who wants it, at twenty-five kopecks the 

number m St. Petersburg, and thuty-fivE' in the 
• provmces. 

Here is another fact, whiCh w1ll seem much more 

strange, but which, notmthstandmg, 1s perfectly true. 

The tmmense dynamite conspuacy, organiSed by 

the Executive Commtttee m 1879, for the Emperor's 

journey to and from St. Petersburg and the Cnmea, 

perhaps the greatest undertaking ever orgamsed by a 

Secret Society : thts conspuacy was on too grand a 

scale to be carrted out by the forces of the organis.l.tion 

alone ; outstders had therefore to be taken from that 

vast world around it wh10h 1~ always ready to render tt 

any kmd of serVIce. It ts not to be wondered at that, 

T 2 
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with so many people, the secret of the attempts in pre

paratiOn should leak out, and qmckly spread through

out all Russ1a. The precibe places were not known, 

certaiuly; but every student, every barrister, every 

wr1ter not m the pay of the pohcP, knew that 'the 

Impenal tram would be blown up durmg the Journey 

from the Cnmea to St. Petersburg.' It was talked 

about 'everywhere,' as the phrase runs. In one c1ty a 

subscnphon was even got up, almost pubhcly, for thts 

purpose, and about 1,500 roubles were collected, all of 

which were pru.d mto the coffers of the Committee. 

Yet the pohce knew nothmg. Of the six attempts 

belongmg to that penod, one alone was d!scovered, 

that of Logovenco, by mere chance. The arrest of 

Goldenberg With a supply of dynal!lllte, whiCh also 

occurred by ~ere chance, at the Ehsabetgrad Statwn, 

was the circumstance whtch aroused suspicion that 

sometlung was m preparation, and caused precautiOns 

to be taken 1n the arrangements of the trams. 

These facts, and others of the same kmd which I 

could multiply mdefirutely, give an tdea, It appears to 

me, of the respective positions of the Government and 

the Revolut1omsts. 

The Terronsts have before them, not a Govern

ment in the European sense of the word-for then, 

owmg to the disproportiOn of strength, the struggle 

would be tmpossible-but a camartlla, a small and 



CONCLUSION. 277 

isolated factiOn, wh1~h represents only 1ts own mterests, 

and 1s not supported by any class of soc1ety. 

Thus the struggle, although extremely difficult, 

becomes possible, and may last for years and years. 

III. 

What will he the end ? 

That depend$ upon the hne of conduct adopted by 

the Government. 

One thmg 1s ev1dent; 1t will never succeed m put

tmg down the Terronsm by retahat10n. Precisely 

because they are few, the Terronsts Will remam invm

Clble. A v1ctory obtamed over a RevolutiOn b.ke that 

of Par1s, g1 ves to the conqueror at least ten or fiftPen 

years of peace; for With a hundred thousand v1ctlms, all 

that 1s noblest, most generous, and boldest m a nat10n 

lb exterminated, and 1t langmshes unt1l a fresh genera

bon anses to avenge 1ts slaughtered fathers. But '\\hat 

avails m a country hke Russia, the losq of a handful 

{If men, whiCh from hme to time the Government suc

ceeds m snatchmg from the ranks of the orgamsat10n ? 

The survivors will contmue the struggle w1th an 

ardour mcreased by the deme of vengeance. The 

umversal discontent wtll proVIde them with pecmuary 

means. The young men, ammated as they are by 

the e'!:ample of so many heroes, are near to supply 
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an immense and mexhaustlble source of new recrmts; 

and the struggle will contmue st1ll more fiercely. 

But 1f the Terronsts cannot be overcome, how are 

they to overcome the Government ? 
A Vlctory, lffimedtate, splendtd, and dectstve, such 

as that obtained by an msurrect10n, is utterly impos-
• 

stble by means of Terronsm. But another vtctory is 

more probable, that of the weak agamst the strong, 

that of the ' beggars ' of Holland agamst the Spaniards. 

In a struggle agamst an mvlSible, Impalpable, omm

present enemy, the strong 1s vanqmshed, not by the 

arms of Jus adversary, but by the contmuous tens1on of 

hls own strength, whiCh erlmusts h1m, at last, more 

than he would be exhausted by defeats. 

Such 1s prec1sely the position of the belhgerent 

parties 1n Russ1a. 

The Terronsts cannot overthrow the Government, 

cannot dnve 1t from St. Petersburg and Russ1a; but 

havmg compelled 1t, for so many years runmng, to 

neglect everythmg and do notlung but struggle w1th 

them, by forcmg 1t to do so shU for years and years, 

they will render 1ts pOsition untenable. Already the 

prest1ge of the Impenal Government has rece1ved a 

wound whtch it will be very dtfficult to heal. An 

Emperor who shuts h1mself up m a pnson from fear of 

the Terronsts, 1s certamly not a figure to msprre 
admiration. 
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On tlus pomt I could already c1te many thmgs 

wluch cuculate m the army, and among the people. 

\Vhat wul be ,said 1f he remams shut up another year 

or two? And how can he do otherw1se than remam 

shut up 1f he contmues lus pohcy ? 

But 1t 1s not on the moral s1de alone that the 

Government 1s the worse off. 

In this struggle between hberty and despotism, the 

Revolutwmsts, 1t must be confessed, have on therr s1de 

an 1mmense advantage, that of t~me. Every month, 

every week, of th1s hes1tatlon, of tills uresolutron, of 

th1s enervatmg tens10n, renders the pos1t~on of therr 

adversary worse, and consequently strengthens therr 

own. Hldden forces, unconscwus and powerful as those 

of nature, come mto play to undermme the baslS of the 

Impenal edifice; such as the econolDlcal position of 

the people, whlch has reached such a temble cnSls; the 

financial question, and also that of the admimstrative 

corruptwn, wluch is almost as fatal as the other two. 

But the new Emperor Wishes to 1mprove the con

dition of the people. He stnves to purge ills AdlDlms

tratiOn of robbery and corruptiOn, 

Vam and ridiculous attempts! nay, even hypocn

tical. Has not this been the golden dream of all the 

Emperors, commencmg w1th Peter the Great? Have 

not the same ukases agamst corruptiOn been repeated 

in almost the same words? Why have they not sue-
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ceeded? Because the Emperors wanted to do every

thmg by themselves, that 1s, by means of th1s very 

bureaucracy, surrendermg nothmg whatever of the1r 

own autocratic power. 

The people themselves, rendered the arbitrators of 

thell' own destimes, can alone 1m prove their own condt· 

t10n ; soc1ety havmg at Its disposal a free Press can alone 

watch over and redress the abuses ofthe Adm1mstrat1on. 

These are truths which every schoolboy knows. 

If none of the previous Emperors have been able to 

succeed under much better condtt10ns, how can Alex

ander III. succeed under the present condtt10ns? 

l\Ieanwlule the State ts not waitmg. The dis

content 1ncreases ; the condition of the people grows 

worse; the financial and admmtstratlve dtsorder 

mcreases. And the Terronsts paralyse the Govern

ment by thell' mere presence alone; merely by gmng 

stgns of hfe from time to hme. 

But they also know how to gam ternble vtctones, 

as they have clearly shown. 

The po~1t10n 1s untenable, and the sooner the 

Government 1ssues from 1t the better for the Govern

ment. 

By y1eldmg to the legthmate requests oft he nat10n, 

by concedmg the most elementary pohtwal nghts 

demanded by the times m wluch we hve, and by 

cmhsat10n, everythmg Wlll enter upon a peaceful and 
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regular course. The Terrorists Will be the first to throw 

down theu deadly weapons, and take up the most 

humane, and the most powerful of all, those of free 

speech addressed to free men, as they have several 

hmes explicitly declared.1 

They Will do so, and Will be compelled to do so, for 

they would not be able to eXJst for a smgle day 1f, in 

a free country, they w1shed to contmue the course 

httherto followed. 

Such IS the best solutwn of the· present cnsis m 

Russia. 

It remams to be seen whether the Government will 

have sufficient mtelhgence and moral courage to adopt 

th1s course. 

If It does not, what w1ll happen? 

It IS difficult to foresee, for the Revolution, espe

mally the Russian Revolutwn, IS a strangely fantastic 

monster, and there are no means of divimng where It 

wul stop, or the leaps It may still take, If the whnn 

seizes It. 

That the movement cannot stop ts beyond all doubL. 

It has taken a development too great to end by burst

mg like a soap bubble. Its forces represented, not by 

the militant orgamsatwn, whiCh IS only the e'iternal 

1 See m the Note the lett<!r of the E~eeutae Committee to 
Alexander IIJ, wb1ch we 1ecommend to the spectal attention of the 
reader 



282 REVOLUTIONARY SKETCHES 

and temporary mamfestahon of them, but by the 

ardour of thousands upon thousands of men ; by the 

eager umversal des1re to 1ssue from the shameful and 

hum1hatmg position m wh1ch we have been placed by 

Despotism ; by the hatred, by the vengeance, by the 

revolutiOnary enthusiasm which the Government by 1ts 

executions and its retahatwn has succeeded m develop

mg so powerfully among the flower of the nation, that IS 

to say, the young men-these forces will need some 

outlet; a necess~ty rather mechamcal than philo

sophical. .Men willmg and able to d1rect them w1ll 

always be found. 

Something assuredly will happen If the RevolutiOn 

loses patience, or the hope of succeedmg by the less fero

CIOUS means which 1t has at his d1sposal-the present 

pohtical terror. 

Of what nature 1t Will be 1t IS Impossible to foretell. 

Urged by a purely humane sentiment, I w1ll pomt out 

some of the eventuahhes wluch present themselves to 
me as probable, havmg regard to antecedent facts and 

the present d1spos1t10n of the party ; my object simply 

bemg to enhgbten pubhc opmwn and prevent, If possi

ble, those pamful eventuahtles from bemg realised. 

The first IS what 1 should term Adntm~strative 

terror, d~rected agamst the whole body of Government 

officials. The party bas made a tnal of this, but only 

partially, and the expenment rather assumed the 
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character of a poht!cal demol\stratwn Without aumng 

at the overthrow of the Impenal Adinlmstratwn by 
terror, and m th1s manner rendenng the Government 

powerless.1 

The effect would be certam, like that of lammg the 

horse of a medueval kmght, incapable of movmg by 

his own exertions. In the year 1878, the party was 

too weak to undertake such a vast struggle. Now, 

bemg unmensely strengthened, 1t could eas1ly make 

the attempt. All Russia would then be strewn With 

dead bod1es, for the Governors, the Gendarmes, the 

Procurators, the Judges, could not all have therr 

Gatchina. It would be a ternble, a grievous thmg ; 

but 1t has already been talked about. 

But there 1s another eventuahty more ternble still, 

which has a1ready been the subject of much 'goss1p,' 

and the gossip of the RuSSian RevolutiOnary world IS 

not to be laughed at, for It soon finds expressiOn In 

acts. Thus, for two years there was gossip about the 

Terronsm, and throughout 187 8 there was goss1p about 

Czancide. What followed everybody knows 

There are whispers now of the agrarian Terror. 

The agncultural class, the worst off, and the only 

very large class m RusSia, is hke a latent and 

mystenous volcano, upon the edge of which the op-

1 It should, however, be pomted out thst for some tune at Kleff 
1t rea.lly had tlus result (See the TliO Escapes) 
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pressors are heedlessly dancmg. By the 1rony of 

events th1s class s1de~, not w1th the Emperor, but 

w1th an Imper1al myth, whwh IS utterly unreal and 

therefore has no practical value. The peasant chemhes 

a profound and 1mplacable hatred agamst the entue 

order of the State, which IS s1mply the emanation of 

the power of the Emperor htmself; agamst the bur~au
cracy ; agrunst the landowners ; agamst the pnests \1 ho 

have sworn fidelity to the Government.; agamst 

all the 'lords,' that 1s, those who drebs m the' German,' 

or European manner; m a word, agamst everythmg 

'II htch has caused h1m so many ages of suffermg. Tb1s 

class 1s so desperate, so unfortunate, so mtserable, that 

1t only needs a spark to make tts hatred burst out mto 

an Immense flume whtch would destroy the entire 

edifice of the State, and modern economtcal order, and 

with tt, also, everythmg beanng the unpress of ctv!hsa

tton. It would be a umversal cataclysm, temble tndeed, 

but still preferable to hng~rmg death under the heels 

of Despotism. 

It must not be forgotten that all those who are 

now strugghng agamst autocracy, m order to obtam 

pohttcal hberty, are Socialists. They have never 

ceased to carry on the Soctahst propaganda, secretly, 

among the workmg men of the towns. The proof that 

their efforts have not been unavailing 1s the consider

able number of workmg men among those accused and 
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convicted in the Terronst trials of the last three years. 

Mostly, however, these workmg men, hke their com

rades of the cultivated classes, have hitherto confined 

themselves to the exclusively poht1cal struggle With 

the Impenal Government, so as to render It poss1ble to 

proceed afterwards to the social regeneration of the 

1-ountry, by peaceful and regular means. 

The present Terronsm has already done much to 

hasten the RevolutiOn. But what wul happen If these 

mult1tudes of men, ready for anythmg, should pour 

mto the _country d!stncts, =ed Wlth everythmg 

whiCh the murderous sCience of the Niluhsts and their 

revolutionary skill can supply them Wlth, and com

mence a struggle, hke that m Ireland, With the land

lords and the absolutely defenceless oflic1als of the 

rnral pohce, summonmg the people to the work of 
untver~al destruction ? 

'W'ho can foresee, or rather, not foresee, the con

sequences of th1s Agranan Terronsm about whwh 

there has already been so much 'goss1p '? 
Then, too, there are the }:"alace plots, and the 

Coups d'Etat of the mihtary commanders. These 

certamly form a thud eventuality, whiCh may be con

current with the other two, or even precede them. 

They are not directly connected With the Terronsm, 

but are the natural consequence_ of It. Even now the 

Impenal Government IS the mere sport of Court 
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factions ; a few years, a few months perhaps, and fresh 

blows of the Terronsts wlll weaken it stlll more, and 

then m St. Petersburg, as m ane1ent Rome and 

ByzantiUIIl, aq in every decaymg despotic monarchy, 

there will artse among the courtiers and generals of the 

army, some modern Sejanus who will seek to proht by 

tlus to further his own ambttion. Perhaps even sooner 

than 1s thought 1n Europe, we shall see repeated m 

St. Petersburg the revolts of the Prretonans, or those 

of the StreltzL, to Cite an illustratiOn from our own 

lustory. Of what kmd they Will be, 1t 1s tmposstble to 

foretell. Probably they wlll be of all kmds. If allied 

With the Nthilists, they Will gtve hberty to the country; 

1f the mstrument of the ' Holy League,' at the head of 

which ts the Grand Duke Vladtmtr, already suspected 

of WJslung to dethrone Ius brother, there Will only be 

an exchange of despots. In any case, 1t 1s more than 

probable that, With the bangmnary tradttwns establtshed 

by the Terronsts, these convulsiOns will be anythmg 

rather than of a gentle character. Who knows 

whether they will not resemble Onental rather than 

European convulswns? 

Such lS the sad future wruch the Emperor Alex~ 

ander III., w1th hts msensate obstmacy, 1s preparmg 

for RuSSia, and fot Ius own famlly, a future whtch 

ere long he rumself will be powerless to avert. 
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NOTE. 

THE unportant document pubhshed by the Executive 
Comm1ttee on March 10, (23) 1881, that 1s to say, ten days 
after the Czar Alexander II had been put to death, will 
serve 'as the best proof of what I have sa~d respeetmg the 
actual asprrab.ons of the Russian Revolutionary and Sociahst 
party It was reproduced m but few newspapers, and not 
w1thout some e1Tors caused by the double translatwn from 
French or German. 

The reader will see how moderate are the conditions 
winch these so-called sangumary men offer to the Govern
ment, not for the cessation of the struggle-for that would 
be mere hypocriSy, smce no democratic party, however 
moderate, can see in pohtieal hberty the uruvm'Sill panacea. 
for the eVIls which aflhct the worhng classes-but for the 
complete abandonment of those VIolent and sangwnary 
means winch the party lS now compelled to adopt, solely 
because the Government prevents 1t from emploJ!ng paclfic 
means to secll.re the emancipatwn of the largest and most 
unhappy class of manhnd 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO THE EMPEROR 

ALEXA.l!PER Ill, 

'Your Ma.1esty,-The Execut1ve Comnuttee th01oughly 
understands the mental prostrat1ou you must now be ex
penencwg It does not, however, colllllder that 1t should 
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from a. feelmg of delicacy, defru. the followmg decln.mtJ.on 

There IS somethmg h1gher even than legtt1mate human 

feelmg, 1t IS the duty towards our country, a duty to whiCh 
every mtwn should oacri5ce himself, hiS own feelings, and 

even those of others Impelled by tlus 1mperious duty, we 

address ourselves to you without delay, as the eourse of 

events whiCh threatens us with temble convulsiOns, and 

rivers of blood m the future, will su.ffer no delay 
' The sangumary tragedy on the Catberme canal was 

no mere chance occurrence, and could have surpr~>ed no 
one After what has happened durmg the last ten years, 

It appeared mevitable, and therein hes Its profound sigmfi· 

canee, which should be tho10ughly understood by hun whom 

destiny has placed at the head of a State 
' Only a man utterly mcapahle of analysmg the hf~ of 

the people, can characteriSe such occurrences as the crimes 
of mruvidnals, or even of a "band" Durmg an entire 

decade, we have seen that the RevolutiOnary movement, 

notWitbstaudmg the sternest persecutiOn, notwithstandmgthe 

sacrifice by the late Czar's Government of everything, liberty, 

and the mterests of all dasses of the people, and of mdustry, 

nay, even of 1ts own personal digruty, notwithstanding, m 

a word, all the measures adopted to suppress It, the Revolu

tiOnary movement eontmued to increase, tlljl best forces of 

the country, the most energP!Jc men m Russin, and the most 

willmg to make sacnfices, came forward to s" ell Its ranks 
For t!Iree whole years the desperate war has lusted between 
1t and the Government. 

'Yout MaJesty w1ll admit that the Government of the 

late Emper01 cannot be accused of "\vant of energy " The 

mnocent and the gutlty were hanged alike, the priSons, 
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hke the remotest provmceq, were filled w1th the condemned 
The so-called " leaders" were taken and hanged by the dozen 

' They ched tutnqmlly and w1tb the calmness of m:utyrs, 
but tlus dtd not stop the movement, on the contrary, the 
movement mcreased and contmually gamed m str~ngth A 
RevolutiOnary movement, your MaJesty, does not depend on 
1n<hVIduals, It IS a process of the soCial orgamsm, and 
agnmst it the g1bbets erected for the most energet1c repre

sentatives of that process are ns powerless to save the 
existmg order of thmgs as the pmusbment of the cross, 
mfhcted upon the Nazatene, was powerless to save the 
decaymg anment world f10m the trm.mph of reformmg 

Chnstlll.l!!ty 
'The Government may contmue to arrest and hang as 

long as It hkes, and may succeed m suppressmg smgle Re
volutionary bod1es We will even adm1t that 1t may 
succeed m destroymg the essential orgamsat10n of the 
RevolutiOn But this will not change the state of thmgs. 
Revolut10rusts wtll be created by events, by the general 
discontent of the whole of the people, by the tendency of 
Russia towards new soctal formq 

' An entire nat10n cannot be suppressed, and still less 
cnn the discontent of a natiOn be suppressed by rigorous 
measures Th~se, mstead, will mcrease 1ts bitterness, tts 
eneigy, and Its forces The latter, naturally, wtll be better 
oigamsed, profitmg by the experience of those who have 
preceded them Thus, ' wtth the progress of time, the 
RevolutiOnary otgamsat10ns cannot but mcrease m number 

and m efficiency This was prectsely our case What 
advantage did the Government derive from the suppressiOn 
of the "Dolguscmzt," the " Cmtkovzi," the Propagandists of 

u 
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187 4 j Other and mo1 e resolute leaders of the party came 

and took then- places 
'Th~ r1gours of the Government after 1878 and 1879 

gave bJ.rth to the Tenonsts In vam the Government 

slaughte1ed Kovalsky, Dubtovm, Ossrnsky, Llsogub, m 
vam dld 1t c1 ush and destroy dozens of Revolutwuary bodles. 

F01 thts Imperfect org~ntsat10n more st10ngly constituted 

bod1es we1e suustltnted by a specte.> of "natmal selectiOn '' 

At lust the Exccut1vc Commtttee appealed, agam't winch 
the Gove•mnent still sttuggl~s m v.un 

'If we cast an llllpattlal glance upon the last sorrowful 

decade, we may unmtstakably and eas1ly foresee what Will 
be the future of the RevolutiOnary movement should the 

pohcy of the Government not change It wtll tnc1ease, tt 

wtll extend ; the acts of the Terronsts wtll be felt more 

acutely , the RevolutiOnary orgamsat1on WJil take a more 
perfect and a stronger form Meanwhile there w1ll con. 

tiDltally be ftesh cause for diScontent, the confidence of the 

people m the Government WJll go on dlmiDtshmg The 

1dea of the Revolut1on, 1ts poss1btl1ty and lneVltableness, 

will constantly ga1n ground 
'A terrible exploSlon, a sangmnary RevolutiOn, a RPM· 

modJC convulsion throughout all RllSSta, will coiDp!ete the 
destruction of the old Oi der of thiDgs 

'Your MaJesty, tms 1s a sad and frtghtful prospect 

Yes, sad and frightful Do not heheve that these are mere 
words We feel more than anybody what a calamtty the 

loSs mil be of so much talent e.nd energy m the wo1k of 

destruct•on and m sangumary encounters, at a. t!Dle when 
the same forces under other ctrcumstances m~ght be devoted 

to frmtful labours, to the development of the popular 
intelhgence, to the general welfare. 
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' But why the sad necesstty for this sangumary struggle1 

'For thiS Ieason, your llfaJesty, that a JUSt Government, 

m the true sense of the word, doe< not eXIst among us. A 
Govetnment should, m conformity with the essentml 

punc1ple of Its extstence, be the expressiOn of the asptra

ttons of the people, should cany out only the will of the 

people WIth us, however -pa1 don liS for saymg so-the 

Govemment to a perfect Cltrnanlla, and deserves the name 

of a "band of usurpets" much more than the Executive 

Committee deserveo It 

'Whatever IQay be the mtentions of the Emperor, the 

actions of the Government have no concetn mth the aspn:a.

twns and the welfare of the people 

'The Impeu.tl Govetnment had aheady depuved the 

people of persoral hbe1 ty, ~nd made them the slaves of the 

cla<s of the nobles 1 It now meates the perniCIOUS class of 

the speculators and usure1s All the teforms only end m 

rendenng the people worse off than before The Govern
ment m Russta has gone so far, has reduced the masses to 

such poverty and mise• y, that they are not even free to act 

fo1 then common mterests, ate not secme agamst the most 

mfolmous mqmsttwn, even m then 'ery home" 

' Only the blood-suckmg officml~, whose knaviSh ex

achons remam unpuniShed, enJOY the p1otectwn of the 

Government and the Ia ws 

'How fughtful, on the other hand, IS the fate of an 

upr1ght man who labours foi the common welfare r Your 

l\IaJesty, you yourself well know that It IS not the SoCJahsts 

alone who ate persecuted and transported 

1 Rcfcmng to the decrees of the Cznrs Bons and Almas (XVJ,
XVll) \\h1ch Alexonder II only partly annulled 
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'What kmd of Government IS thi.S, whtch mamtalllS such 
"order" 1 Is 1t not really a band of usurpets 1 

'This lS why the Government m Russm has no moral 

inHuence over the people 1 thts IS why Russia produces so 
many Revolut10msts, thiS 1s why even an event hke the 
lallmg of the Czar excttes sympathy among a great part of 
thiS very people Pay no heed to flatteters, your MaJesty 
Regtctde m Russia lS very popular 

'There rue only two outlets from such a sttuatton, 
etther a Revolut10n, whiCh Will netther be averted nor 
ptevented by condemnations to death, or• the spontaneous 
suuender of supreme authonty to the people to assist m the 
work of government 

'In the mterests of the country, and to avotd a useless 
waste of talent and ~nergy, and those terrrble dtsasters by 
whwh the Revolutton IS always accompanted, the Executive 
Com.nuttee addtesses Itself to your MaJesty and counsels you 
to select the latte1 course ·Be sure of thiS, that dttectly the 

htghe~t power ceases to be ru bttraty, rhrectly 1t shows 1tself 
firmly resolved to catTy out only what the wt!l and the 

cousc1ence of the people prescnbes, you mil be able to get 
nd of your spms, who dtshonour the Govetnment, dtsmiss 
your escorts to thell' barracks, and burn the gtbbets, whwh 
demorahse the people 

'Then the Execut1ve Comm1ttee wtll spontaneously 
suspend 1ts own achvtty, and the f01ces 1t has orgarusad 
wtll dtsband and devote themselves to the frmtful work of 
Cl 1'll.tsat!on, culture, and the welfare of the people 

' A pacific struggle of tdeas w11l take the place of the 
vtolence whtch IS much more repugnant to us than to 
your servitors, aud to whiCh we are now compelled to have 
recomse solely by necessity 
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'We address ourselves to your MaJesty, d:tsmtssmg the 
preJUdice and miStrust msptred by the past We will 
forget that you are the representative of that power wluch 
has deceived the people and done them so much mJury We 
addreos ourselves to you as to a fellow Citizen and honest 

man 
'We hope that personal resentment will not suppress m 

you, etther the sentiment of duty Oi the desll'e of hearmg 

the truth 
'We also mtght feel resentment Yon have lost your 

father we have lost, not oruy om fathers, but our brothers, 
wtves, sons, and best fttends Nevertheless, we are ready 
to forget all personal tancour, If the welfare of Russia 
demands 1t, and we expect as much from you 

'We 1D1pose upon you no comht10ns of any kmd Do 
not take offence at our proposals The condtt10ns whiCh 
are necessary m order that the RevolutiOnary movement 
should gtve place to a pamfic development have not been 
created by us, but by events We Simply record them 
These conchhons, accordmg to our vtew, should be based 
upon two prmmpa.l stipnlatwns 

' Fu'St, a general amnesty for all pohtwal offendei'S, smce 
they have committed no cr1Ule1 but have stmply done thetr 

duty as mtJ.zens 
' Second, the convocatlOn of the representatives of the 

whole of the people, for the exammatwn of the best forms 
of soctsJ and pohttcalltfe, accordmg to the wants and desU'es 

ofthe people 
'We, nevertheless, cons1der It necessary to pomt out 

that the legahsat10n of power by the representatiOn of the 
people can only be arnved at when the electiOns are per-
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fectly free The electwns ;hould, therefore, take place under 

the followmg conrutiOns 
'Fust, the deputies shall he chosen by all classes Without 

distmction, m propm twn to the n\Imber of mhabitants 

' Second, there shall be no restrictiOTJ of any kmd upon 

electors or deputies 
' Thn d, the electiOns and the electoral agJtatwn shall 

he peifectly fiee The Government will, therefore, grant 

as ptovtstonal tegnlatwns, untt! the convocatiOn of the 

popular nssembhes , 
(a) Complete freedom of the ptess 
(b) Complete freedom of speech 

(c) Complete,fteedom ofpubhc meetmg 
(d) Complete fieedom of electoial addresses 
'These are the only means by whiCh Russut can enter 

upon the path of peaceful and Iegular development We 

solemnly declru.e, hef01e tl1e countiy, and before the whole 

world, that our party "Ill 'ubm1t uncondttJOnally to the 
National Assembly which meets upon the basiS of the above 

cond1hons, and will offe1 no opposition to the Government 

whtch the Nat10nal Assembly may snnct10n 

'And now, your llbJesty, decide The choice re;ts with 

you 'Ve, on our s1de, can only exptefs the hope tha:t your 

JUdgment and your consctence "''11 suggest to you the 
only dectsJon whtch can accord With the welfare of Russta, 

mth your own chgmty, and mth your duties towa1ds the 
country 

' THE EXECUTIVE COMJII'ITEE 

'March 10 (23),1881' 

Prtnted at the office of the Naroa11aw Yolta, ~larch 12 (2~). 
1881 
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Such wete the proposals then made by the R~volutronary 

party to the Government, and they have been seve1al trmes 

repeated, even m the last numbe1 of the ' N arbdnara Voha' 

(~larch 1882) 
The Government replied by fresh executiOns, by agarn 

eXIling thousands to Srbena, by fresh r1gom'S against the 

p1ess, and agamst every hbersl tendency 

The 1mp:u tml reader w11l JUdge, therefore, who are the 

partusans of JU•trce, moderatiOn, and orde1, and who are the 
true ' drsturbers of pubhc tranqmllity ' 

.ll'I'O PARIU'Il':"'T STRJ:I'T 


