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PREFACE.

A —

Tre Socialist and Revolutionary movement i Russia
could not fail to attract the attention of Western
Europe It 1s only natural, therefore, that 1 every
European language a somewhat extensive lhterature
should be found upon this subject. The object of
some of these works 1s sunply to relate facts; others
seek to penetrate deeper, so as to discover the cause
of the movement m question. I take no account
of an entire branch of this lhterature, the novels, the
romances, and the narratives, in which the authors,
endeavouring to reproduce m an agreeable form the
events and the types of the Nillst world, strive
to excite the imagiation of the reader.

It must be confessed that, for the most part, this
Iiterature has not the shghtest value. The authors
know nothing of the facts related by them, baving
taken them at second or third hand, without the possi-
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ity of venfying the authentieity of the sources from
which they denve thewr 1deas; they do mnot even
Jenow the eountry of which they speak, the information
published 1 the European languages being very
scanty; and finally, they have not the least knowledge
of the men who have played such promment and 1m-
portant parts in that great drama, the Russian move-
ment. It 1s, therefore, very dufficult to indicate, among
the books wntten by forergners upon Nihilism, any
which give a tolerably truthful idea of the subject as
a whole, or of any of its details,

I could not pont out even a single work of this
kind which has avorded great errors and absurdities.

But even the works hitherto published on this
subject in the Russian language, which are very few
m number and almost unknown in Europe, are far
mdeed from contaming sufficient information ; and for
these reasons,

The authors who wnte for the Russian press, that
18 to say, under the Impenal rod, are compelled from
mere considerations of personal secunty to weigh
every word, every sentence, that issues from their
pens. In underfaking, therefore, to wnte wupon
Nibihsm, they know that they must pass over mn
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silence many questions which relate both to the move-
ment 1tself, and to the Russian political and sonal
system which 1s the cause of it. Moreover, they are
compelled to conceal the fact that they have ever
known any of the prmeipal leaders, and to represent
these men, not as they are or were, but as they must
perforce appear m a work wntten by a faithful subject
of the Czar. Such a subject, 1t 13 only too well known,
1s hable to exile or transportation for any hittle 1umn-
prudent word that may escape him. Moreover, every-
thing that has been pu.bhsfaed 10 Russ1a upon Nihilism,
with scarcely any exception, has been written by its
furious enemyes, by those who conserentiously consider
1t a hormble crime, or a monstrous madness, These
authors, from their very position, either did not see,
or would not see, what really caused the development
of Nihibsm, Of the Nahilists themselves they knew
nothing, except from the judicial reports and the
speeches of the Publhc Prosecutors, and had seen
them, 1f at all, onlyin the prisoners’dock. Everything
that has been written upon Nihulism m Russia atself 1s
therefore of very hittle valile, either from the historical
or the philosophical pomnt of view. Such absurdities

as the works of foreigners on this subject are full
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of are certainly not to be found 1 them, but voluntary
reticence and voluntary errors abound, and at the
same tune there 1s no lack even of unmistakable
blunders respecting the hves of the Revolutiomsts
themselves.

Something more mght be hoped for from the
partisans of the movement, who are to be found, some
1 Russia and some abroad as exiles. In fact, the
publications of the Revolutiomsts which have been
1ssued during the last three years abroad and from the
secret press of St. Petersbt;rg, present a rich source of
mformation respecting the modern Revolutionary move-
ment. But all these matenals, bemg 1n the Russian
or Ukrainian language, have scarcely contributed any-
thmg to the works wntten m other langunages, and
have remaimed for the most part unknown to Europe.

The Russian exiles have very rarely undertaken
works mtended to explamn to the European publc
the history and the causes of the Russian Revolu-
tionary movement; and even when they have done
80, they have confined themselves to mere pamphlets
of httle moment which threw light only on certan
aspects of the movement, or dealt with entirely special

questions,
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As for the few European scholars who know the
Russian language, the matemals furmished by the
Revolutionary press are quite msufficient for them, and
do not preserve them fiom great blunders, A perfect
knowledge of Russian and of the condition of the
Russian people 15 assumed, which 1t 15 all but impossible
for a forexgner to possess The progress of the Revo-
lutionary movement must have been followed, too,
step by step, and on the spot, in order to understand,
not only the rapidity of 1ts development, but the
substitution, within a very. brief period, of other
theoretical and practical questions for those formerly
m vogue,

The questions which divided the party mto various
groups entirely disappeared 1 1880 The year 1878
mtroduced into the Revolutionary movement a crisis
that led to a complete change, both 1 the division of
the party into various sections and i their respective
relations. The modes of action were changed; the
revolutionary type was changed. The defects and the
virtues so charactenstic of the most prominent persons
1n the movement a few years ago, gave place to totally
different defects and virtues which charactense the

Russian Revolutionary movement of modern days.
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Thus, even the very persons who had taken an
active part m the movement, but had left the country
for some time, or had apphed themselves to some
special and exclusive object, even those persons are
hable to commit grave errors, both m thew wviews
upon the actual movement and m thewr predictions
respecting the future.

Only a man who for many years has been present in
the ranks, who has taken a direct part in the varions
phases through which the Russian Revolutionary move-
ment has passed, who has mtimately known the persons
who have appeared durng those phases (for, although
included within the perod of a single decade, they are
notwithstanding of an entiely different nature), only
such a man, if he undertook to relate what he had
himself seen, could give to European readers a suffi-
ciently truthful 1dea of the form and substance of the
Russian Revolutionary movement,

Of such men among our party, who possess, more-
over, the talent of expressmg tl;elr thoughts m a good
hterary form, there are but few.

I was greatly pleased therefore to learn that
one of these few men had undertaken to present,

m a series of ammated pictures, the men and the
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[mcldents of the Russian Revolutionary movement, i
the vanons phases of which he had taken a direct
part.

I remember with what enthusiasm the young men
m the printing office of the ‘Onward’ i London
heard some pages of hus youthful writings read. Others
would relate various epsodes of lus Odyssey as a pro-
pagandist among the peasants, when that propaganda
attracted the greater part of the Revolutionary forces
without distinction of party. He was one of the prinei~
pal founders of the Russmian Revolutionary press, when,
the inadequacy of the prmting presses in operation
abroad bemg recognised, the i{evolutmnary party esta~
blished its organs an the very camtal of the Cuzar,
Among the names of the most energetic actors m the
principal phases which the Russian movement passed
through, the Revolutionists always mention the name of
him who appears before the European public under the
pseudonym of Stepmak, I say the European and not
the Itahan public, because I am persuaded that the
book which Stepmak has published in Itahan will
speedily find translators 1n other languages.

The European public will at last have a faithful

and amimated picture of that movement, in whick, on
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the one hand we see the masses deprived of all political
life, crushed by the slavery of ages, pillaged by the
Government, and ruined by economical dependence on
the governing classes, but who preserve notwithstanding
i Northern Russia the Rural Commune, and the
profound and steadfast conwietion that the land ought
to belong to them, the cultivators, and that sooner or
later the day will come for the ¢division of the land;”
and who m Southern Russia maintain the tiaditions of
the autonomy of the Cossack Commune. On the other
hand we have, as the offspring of Despotism, the vile
herd, devold of every sentiment of duty, who are capable
of sacrificing to therr own interests, or even personal
capnces, the mterests of the State, and of the people;
who 1n the bureaucracy reveal themselves by shameful
acts of peculation and venality, without a parallel except
m Eastern Asia, and unsurpassed in any age or 1n any
country ; and among the business classes are Bourse
speculators, and swindlers who yield 1 nothing to the
most infamous i both worlds. Between these two socal
strata we see a fresh group of combatants appear,
who for ten years have astounded all Europe by their
energy and devotion, as the successors of the literary

and political opposition of all classes; of the new
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adical writers ; and of the first apostles of Socialism
| Russia, Herzen and Cermscevsky.

Hundreds and hundreds of these men, themselves
e offspring of pnivilege, go ‘among the people,
urymg with them the Gospel of Sociahsm, the very
bject of which is the destruction of privileges, the
nvileges of the classes from which they have sprung,
wvery fresh tral only displays more clearly their heroism
nd thewr historical mission. The Russian Government
as recourse to extreme measmes of 1epression. It
laces all Russia under a state of siege, and covers 1t
nth gibbets. It almost forces harmless agitators to
ake up deadly weapons and commence the Terronst
truggle which still continues ; and certamly no one can
ay that the victory has remained with the Government,
f the result of its measures has been the slaymg of an
Smperor, the voluntary seclusion of his successor, and
he universal disruption of the entire Russian social
difice,

But another fact 18 perhaps even more sigmficant ;
e movement has lasted only ten years, and the strug-
sle with the Government commenced only five years
1go; but already an amportant change has become

apparent 1n the constitution of the militant party The
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majortty of the prisoners whom we see before the
tnbunals 1n the trials of the Terrorists are no longer
apostles who 1mpart 1deas to the people developed m
an atmosphere not therr own; they are men sprung
fromn the people tbemselves, upon whom 1t used to be
said, untal lately, the Revolutionary propaganda and
agitation had taken no hold.

The Russian Socialist and Revolutionary party 1s
very young, but it has, notwithstanding, succeeded 1n
conquenng a place i istory.

The readers of the work of Stepniak will henceforth
know what were the elements that gave to these com-
batants the strength to transform themselves, n these
later days, mto a party which can call the future its
own. The new elements, sprung from the people which
will come forth and join their ranks, are a guarantee of
this,

P. LaVRoOFF,

LoxDOR JMarch 4, 1882
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INTRODUCTION.

L

TURGHLNEFF, the novehst, who will certanly hive m
his writings for many generations, has rendered him-
self immortal by a single word, It was he who mnvented
‘Nihibism.” At first the word was used 1 a con-
femptuous sense, but afterwards was accepted from
party pride by those against whom 1t was employed, as
so frequently has occurred m history.

There would be no need to mention this but for the
fact that 1n Europe the party called by this name was
not that thus called 1n Russia, but another completely
different.

The genwne Nihlism was a philosophical and
Literary movement, which flourished 1n the first decade
after the Emancipation of the Berfs, that 1s to say,
between 1860 and 1870. It 13 now absolutely extinct,
and only a few traces are left of it, which are rapdly
disappearing ; for, with the feverish life of the last few
years, 2 decade mn Russia may really be considered
as a period of at least from thirty to fifty years,

B2



4 INTRODUCTION,

Nililism was a struggle for the emancipation of
mtelligence from every kind of dependence, and 1t
advanced side by side with that for the emancipation of
the labounng classes from serfdom.

The fundamental prineiple of Nihilism, properly so-
called, was absolute individuahsm. It was the negation,
in the name of individual Liberty, of all the obhigations
imposed upon the mdividual by society, by family life,
and by religion. Nilulism was a passionate and power-
ful reaction, not agarnst political despotism, but against
the moral despotism that weighs upon the private
and 1ner Iife of the indindual.

But 1t must be confessed that our predecessors, at
least 1 the earhier days, introduced imto this highly
pacific struggle the same spint of rebellion and almost
the same fanaticism that characterises the present
movement. I will here indicate the general character
of this struggle, because it 15 really a prelude to the
great drama, the last act of which 13 bemng enacted 1
the Empire of the Night.

The first battle was fought m the doman of
rebgion, But this was neither long nor obstimate. It
was gamned, so to speak, 1n a single assault; for there
is no country 1 the world where, among the eultivated
classes, rebgion has such Little root as 1n Russia, The
past generation was partly Christian by custom, and
partly atheist by culture. But when once this band
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of young writers, armed with the natural sciences and
positive philosophy, full of talent, of fire, and of the
ardour of proselytism, was impelled to the assault,
Chnstiamty fell like an old, decaymg hovel, which
remains standing because no one touches 1t, ’

The matenalist propaganda was carried on 1m two
modes, which by turns supplemented and supported
each other. Indirectly by means of the press, works
bemg translated or wntten® which furmshed the
most irrefutable arguments agamst every religious
system, aganst free-will, and agamst the supernatural,
In order to avoid the clutches of the censorship, passages
which were too clear were veiled under certain obscure
words which, with an ardent and attentive reader,
brought out the 1deas even more distinctly,

The oral propaganda, employing the arguments
developed by the instructed, drew from them ther
logical consequences, fingimg aside the reticence -
posed upon the writers. Atheism exeited people Like a
new religion. The zealous went about, ltke veritable
missionaries, m search of hving souls, i order to
cleanse them from the ‘abomination of Chrstiamty.’
The secret press was even set to work, and Buchner’s
book ¢ Force and Matter,” 1n which the German philo-
sopher directly attacks the Christian theology, was
translated and hthographed. The book was secretly
awreulated, not without a certan amount of danger, and
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was highly successful. Some pushed thewr ardour so
far as to carry on the propaganda among the young
pupils of the schools.

One day there fell 1nto my hands an ¢ open letter’ of
B. Zawzeff, one of the contributors to the ¢ Russkor i
Slovo,’ a widely popular paper of that period. In this
“letter, intended for the secret press, the author,
speaking of that tume, and of the charges brought
against the Nihihsts of those days by the Nihihsts of
the present day, says, ¢Iswear to you by everything
which I hold sacred, that we were not egotists as ycu
call us, It was an error, I admot, but we were profoundly
convinced that we were fighting for the happiness of
human nature, and every one of us would have gone
to the scaffold and would have laxd down ls Iife
for Moleschott or Darwin” The remark made me
smile. The reader, also, will perhaps smile at 1it, but
it 15 profoundly sincere and truthful. Had things
reached such an extremity, the world would perhaps
have seen a spectacle at once tragic and comical;
martyrdom to prove that Darwin was nght and
Cuwvzer wrong, as two centures previously the priest
Abbaco and his disciples went to the stake, and
mounted the scaffold, i support of thew view, that
Jesus should be written with one J instead of two,
as 1 Greek ; and that the Hallelmah should be sung
three times and not twice, as m the State Church. It
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18 a fact, hughly charactenistic of the Russan mind,
this tendency to become excited even to fanaticism,
about certain things which would simply meet with
approval or disapproval from a man of Western
Europe,

Buf, 1n the case to which we are referring, things
went very smoothly. There was no one to defend the )
altars of the gods. Among us, fortunately, the clergy
never had any spintnal influence, being extremely
ignorant, and completely absorbed 1n famuly affawrs, the
priests being married men. What could the Govern-
ment do against a purely intellectual movement which
found expression 1n no external act ?

The battle was gained almost without trouble, and
without effort; defimitely, absolutely gamned. Among
people 1 Russia with any education at all, a man now
who 15 not 2 matenalist, a thorough materralist, would
really be a cunosity.

The victory was of the highest importance. Abso-
lute atheism 1s the sole inhemtance that has been
preserved 1ntact by the new generation, and I need
scarcely pomt out how much advantage the modern
revolutionary movement has derived from at.

But Nibilism proclaimed war not only against religion
but agamst everything that was not based upon pure and
positive 1eason. This tendency, right enough in itself,
was carried by the Nihilists of 1860 to such lengths
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that it became absurd, Art, as one of the mamfesta~
tions of 1dealism, was absolutely renounced by the
Nihilists, together with everythng that excites the
sentament of the beautaful.

This was one of the fiercest conflicts in which the
old Nihubsm was engaged. One of therr fanatics
launched the famous aphorism that ¢a shoemaker 18
superior to Raphael, because the former makes useful
things, while the latter makes things that are of no use
at all.” To an orthodox Nihihist, Nature herself was a
mere furnisher of materals for chemistry and techno-

logy. I say nothing of many other similar things,
which would take too long to enumerate.

IT.

But there was one question m which Nihihsm
rendered great service to 1its country. It was the
important question of woman Nihihism recogmsed
her as having equal nghts with man. The intimacy of
social intercourse 1n Russia, where there are neithel
cafés nor clubs, and where the drawing-room necessarly
becomes the sole place of meeting, and even more per-
haps the new economical position of the nobles result~
g from the emancipation of the serfs, gave to the
question of the emancipation of woman an important

development, and secured for her an almost complete
vietory.
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Woman 15 subjugated through love. Every time,
therefore, that she amses to claim her mnghts, 1t 1s
only natural that she should commence by asking for
the Liberty «of love, It was thus mn ancient days; it
was thus i the France of the eighteenth century, and
of George Sand, It was thus also 1o Russa.

But with us the question of the emancipation of
woman was not confined to the petty rght of ¢free
love,” which 1s nothing more than the right of always
selecting her master. It was soon understood that the
important thing 1s to have liberty itself, leaving the
question of love to mdividual will ; and as there 15 no
hiberty without economical independence, the struggle
changed 1ts aspect, and became one for acquiring free
access to superior mstruction and to the professions
followed by educated men. The struggle was long and
ardent, for our barbarous and medieval famly hfe
stood 1n the way. It was mantaned very bravely by
our women, and had the same passionate character as
most of our recent sccial struggles. The women
finally vanquished. The Government itself was com-
pelled to recogmse 1t.

No father now threatens to cut off the hawr of hus
daughter if she wishes to go to St. Petersburg to study
medicine, or follow the higher courses there of the
other sciences. A young girl 1s no longer compelled to
fly from her father’s house, and the Nilulists no longer
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need to have recourse to fictitious marmages’ in
order to render her her own mistress.

Nihihsm had conyuered all along the line.

The Nihulist had only now to rest upon his laurels.
The first two persons of the trmty of his 1deal, as
prescribed by the ¢ What are we to do ? *—independence
of mind and mtelhgent female company, were within his
reach, The thid, an occupation 1 accordance with
his tastes, is lacking, but ashe 15 intellgent,’and Russia
18 wanting i educated people, he will find 1t easly.

“Well, and what wall happen afterwards ?’ asks a
young man full of ardour, who has just arnved from
some distant province, and come to wisit his old
master,

I am happy,’ replies the latter.

“Yes, the young man will say to hum, ¢ you are
happy, I see. But how can you be bappy when in the
country where you were born people are dymng of
hunger, where the Government takes from the people
their last farthing and compels them to go forth and
beg for a crust of bread ? Perhaps you do not know
this; and of you know 1t, what have you done for your
brethren? Did you not tell me years ago that you
wished' to combat “for the happiness of human
nature 7’

And the model Nihilist, the Nihilist of Turgheneff,
will be troubled by that look which knows nothing of
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compromise 3 for the enthusiasm and the faith that
ammated him in the early years of the struggle have
vamshed with vietory. IHe 1s nothing more than an
intelligent and refined epicure, and s blood eirculates
Jangmdly m his plump body.

And the young man will go away full of sadness,
asking limself with an accent of despair the terrible
question, ¢ What are we to do ?’

We are now at the year 1871. Through those
marvellous inventions by means of which the man of
modern days may be called omnipresent, the picture 1s
placed before him of an immense eity which has nsen
for a grand 1dea, that of clamung the nghts of the
people. He follows with breathless interest all the
vicissitudes of the terrble drama which 1s being enacted
upon the banks of the Seine. He sees blood flow ; he
hears the agonismng cries of women and chidren
slaughtered upon the boulevards, But for what are
they dymmg? For what are they weepmng?® For the
emanetpation of the working-man ; for the grand social
1dea ! ‘

And at the same time falls npon hus ear the plain-
twve song of the Russian peasant: all waling and
lamentation, in which so many ages of suffering seem
concentrated. Has squalid musery, his whole Life stands
forth full of sorrow, of suffermg, of outrege. Look ab
him : exhausted by hunger, broken down by toul, the
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eternal slave of the privileged classes, working without
pause, without hope of redemption ; for the Govern~
ment purposely keeps him ignorant, and everyone robs
him, everyone tramples on him, and no one stretches gut
a hand to assist im, No one? Not so. The young
man knows now ¢ what to do.” He will stretch forth hs
hand, He will tell the peasant how to free himself
and become happy. Mis heart throbs for this poor
sufferer, who can only weep. The flush of enthusiasm
mounts to hus brow, and with burning glances he takes
1 lus heart a solemn cath to consecrate all hus life, all
his strength, all hus thoughts, to the hiberation of this
population, which drans 1ts Life-blood in order that
he, the favoured son of privilege, may live at his ease,
study, and mstruct himself,

He will tear off the fine clothes that burn 1nto hus
very flesh; he will put on the rough coat and the
wooden shoes of the peasant, and, abandoming the
splendid paternal palace, which oppresses him like the
reproach of a crime, he will go forth ‘among the
people”’ in some remote district, and there, the slender
and delicate descendant of a noble race, he will do the
hard work of the peasant, enduring &very privation 1
order to carry to him the words of redemption, the
Gospel of our age,—Sociahsm. What matters to hum
1f the cut-throats of the Government lay hands upon
him?  What to him are exile, Sibena, death ? Full
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of his sublime idea, clear, splendid, vivifying as the
mid-day sun, he defies suffering, and would meet death
with a glance of enthusiasm and a smule of happiness.

It was thus that the Revolutionary Sociabist of
1872-74 arose. It was thus that his precursors of 1866
arose, the unfortunate Larakosovzi, a small nucleus of
high intellectual character which developed under the
immediate 1nfluence of the nascent ¢Internationale,’
but had only a brief hife, and left no traces behind 1t.

Here then are the two types that represent the
Russian intellectual movement. The first, that of the
decade 1860-70 ; the second that from 1871 onwards.

What a contrast!

The Nihihst seeks his own happiness at whatever
cost, His ideal 13 a ¢reasonable’ and ¢ realistic’ Life,
The Revolutiomist seeks the happmess of others at
whatever cost, sacrificing for 1t his own. His ideal 18
a Iife full of suffering, and a martyr’s death.

And yet Fate decreed that the former, who was not
known and who could not be known in any other
country but his own, should have no name i Europe,
and that the latter, having acquired a terrible reputa-
tion, should be called by the name of the other. What
wrony '
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THE PROPAGANDA.

L.

TeE Russian revolutionary movement,as I mdicated at
the commencement of my imtroduction, was the result
of the examples and 1deas developed in Western Europe,
acting upon the minds of the youth of Russia, who
owing to the conditions of the country were predisposed
to accept them with the ntmost favour.

I have now to trace out separately the *true
mfluences that determined this result, and their re~
spective courses, as m the case of a great nver, of
which we know the source and the mouth, mithout
knowing either its precise course, or the affluents that
have given it such volume.

The influence of Europe 15 very easy to mvestigate,
its course being so suuple and elementary. The com-
mumon of 1deas between Russia and Europe has never
been interrupted, notwithstanding all the preventive
;measures of the censorship. Prohhited books Like the
works of Proudhon, Foumer, Owen, and other old
Sociabits, were always secretly mtroduced to Russia,
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even under the Asatically ferocious and suspicious
despotism of Nicholas L.

Bubt owmg to the difficulty of obtaming these
precious volumes, and to the language which rendered
them 1maccessible to ordinary readers, they could not
directly exercise a decisive influence. There was how-
ever an entire band of very able wnters who, mspired
by the 1deas of Socialism, succeeded 1n rendering them
universally accesstble, At the head of these were the
most intellectual men of whom Russia can boast:
Cermiscewsky, a profound thinker and economst of
wide knowledge, a novelist, a pungent polemist,
who paid the penalty of s noble mission with a
martyrdom, which stall continues ; Dobrolinboff, a entac
of genius, who died at twenty-six after having shaken
all Russia with his immortal wntings ; Micailoff, a
professor and writer, condemned to hard labour for a
speech to the students—and many, many others.
Hertzen and Ogareff, editors of the first free newspaper
1 the Russian language—the ¢ Kolokol’ of London-—
brought from abroad thewr precious tribute to ths
movement. These were the real apostles of the new
doctrine, who prepared the ground for the modern
movement, having educated the entire generation of
1870 m the prmaciples of Sociahsm. With the Parms
Commune, which had such a fornmdable echo through-
out the whole world, Russian Sociahism entered upon

-
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its belhgerent phase, and from the study and the
private gathermng passed to the workshop and the
village.

There were many causes which determmed the
youth of Russia to accept so eagerly the prineiples of
the revolutionary Socialism proclaimed by the Com-
mune. I can merely indicate them here. The ill-
fated Crumean War having ruthlessly demonstrated
the rottenness of the whole Russian social edifice,
it was essential to prowide a remedy as expedi-
tiously as possible. But the work of the regeneration
of the country, dwrected by the bhand of an auto-
cratic Emperor, who wished to preserve everything;
both hus sacred ‘rights’ (the first to be abolished),
and \ the prerogatives of the class of the nobles, m
order to have thewr support because he feared the
revolption—such a work could only be imperfect,
hypolentlcal, contradictory, an abortion. We will not
entigise 1t, espearally as there 15 no need ta do so, for
all the newspapers, wncluding the ¢ Official Gazette,’
now repeat 1n various tones what the Sociahsts have
been so much reviled for declaring, that all the reforms
of Alexander II. proved utterly imefficient, and that the
famous emancipation of the serfs only changed their
material condition for the worse, the terms of redemp-
tion fizxed for the scrap of land bestowed upon them
being onerous beyond measure.
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The wretched condition, every day growing worse, of
the peasants, that 1sto say, of nine-tenths of the entire
population, could not fail to cause serious reflection to
all those who had at heart the future of the country.
It was essentaal to seek a remedy for this, and 1t may
faurly be assumed that the public mind would have
turned to legal and pacific means iof, after having
hiberated the peasants from the bondage of their lords,
the Emperor Alexander II. had liberated Russta from
hig own bondage, bestowing upon her some kind of
Constitution which would bave made her the arbiter
of her own destimes, or at least have afforded her thi]
hope of one day becoming so. But this was precisel |
what he would not do on any accouaf. Autocracy
having retammed all 1ts power, nothing could be hoped for
except from the good-will of the Emperor, and this
hope went on dimimshing as the years passed by.
Alexander II as a reformer stood the test only J'Ior a
few years,

The insurrection in Poland, stified with a feromty
known to all, was the signal for a reaction, which grew
more furious day by day. There was nothing to hope
for m legal and pacific means. Everything must be
uncomplaimngly endured, or other ways of saving the
country must be sought for." All those who had a
heart 1 thewr breasts natwally clung to the latter
course,
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Thus, as the reaction grew more furious, the revo-
lutionary excitement became more manifest,and secret
societies swarmed i all the principal eities. The
revolver shot of Karakosoff which resulted from that
excitement was a terrible warmng to the Emperor
Alexander II. But he would not understand. Nay,
after 1866, the reaction redoubled 1ts fury. . In a few
months everything that stil mamtaned a semblance
of the Iaberahsm of the early years of the reign was
swept away. It was a ventable ¢ Dance Macabre,’ a
venitable ¢ Whate Terror.”

v

II.

After 1866 a man must have been either blind or
hypoentical to believe 1n the possibility of any improve-
ment except by wiolent means. The reiolutionary
ferment visibly increased, and only a spark was want~
mg to change the latent aspations wto a general
movement. As I have already said, the Pans Com-
mune supphed 1t. It was immediately after the
Commune, that 1s to say towards the end of the year
1871, that the Soctety of the ¢Dolguseinz’ was formed
at Moscow ; and 1 1872 the important society was
orga.msed at, St. Petersburg of the ¢ Ciaikovar,’ which had
1ts ramufications at Moscow, Kieff, Odessa, Orel, and
mganrog The object of both was to carry on the
Bocralist and revolutionary propaganda among the work-
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men and peasants. I say nothing of many small bodies
that were formed with the same object m the provinces,
or of many isolated individuals who then went forth
¢ among the people,’ 1n order to carry on the propaganda,
The movement was entirely spontaneous,and was sumply
the necessary result of the condition of Russa, seen
under the influence of the Parisian movement, through
the prnism of the Sociabst 1deas disseminated by Cer-
mscevsky and Dobroluboff.

But a most powerful current which came from
abroad very soon umted with this native current, It
was that of the ¢Interpationale,” which, as 1s wel:
known, had its own greatest development in the yeara
immediately succeeding the Pans Commune. Here,
also, two separate courses of transmission should be
distinguished : the first, hiterary; the second, personal
and 1mmediate. Two writers—the great NMichael
Bacunin, the gemus of destruction, the puri&pli
founder of the anarcl\}ical or federalistic* Internationale,’
and Peter Tavroff, the distinguished philosopher and
writer, rendered gréat service to our cause with their
pens; the former as the author of a book upon the
Revolution, and Federalism, m which, with 1numit-
able clearness and power, the ardent tribune and darmé
thinker developed his 1deas upon the necessity of an
immediate popular revolution; the latter as editor of 4
review, the ¢ Vperiod > (Onwatd), wnitten, for the most

el
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part, by himself with nnwearied application and erndi-
tion. However divergent on certamn pomnts—Bacunin
being an ardent defender of the extreme party of the
¢Internationale,” and Lavroff bemng rather inchned
towards the more moderate party—the two writers re-
cogmsed the popular revolution as the sole means of
effectively changing the 1nsufferable condition of the
Russian people.
. But the ‘Internationale’ also had a direct mfluence
\upon the Russian movement, Here I must retiace my
steps for a moment, as the revolutionary movement
touches at this pomnt the individual movement of Nihil-
asm, properly so-called, of which I spoke in my Intro-
juction, The struggle for the emancipation of woman
having been fused with that of the nght to higher
education, and there bemng 1 Russia neither college
nor unversity which would accept women as students,
they resolved to go and seek m distant countries the
owledge demed to them i thewr own, Iree
Switzerland, which shuts out no one from 1ts frontiers
or its schools, was the favounte country of these new
pilgnms, and the famous ety of Zunch was thewr
Jerusalem. From all parts of Russia—from the plains
f)f the placd Volga ; from the Caucasus; from distant
1hena—young gurls of scarcely sixteen, with scanty
%ﬂggage and slender means, went forth alone mto an
known country, eager for the knowledge which alone

*
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could wsure them the independence they coveted, But,
on arrtving 1n the country of their dreams, they found
not only schools of medicine there, but also a great social
movement of which many had no conception. And
here once more the difference became apparent between
the old Nihilism and the Socialism of the modern
generation,

‘What 1s all this knowledge, the young guls
asked themselves, ‘but a means of acqunng a more
advantageous position among the privileged classes to
which we already belong ? Who except ourselves will
denve any advantage from 1t ; and if no one does, what
15 the difference between us and the swarm of blood-
suckers who hve by the sweat and tears of our poor
fellow-countrymen ?°

And the young girls deserted medicine, and began
to frequent the sittings of the ¢ Internationale’ and to
study political ecomomy, and the works of Marx,
Bacunin, Proudhon, and of all the founders of European
Socialism, In a short time the aty of Zunch from
bemng a place of study was transformed into an immense
pefmanent Club, Its fame spread throughout all
Russia, and attracted to 1t hundreds and hundreds of
persons, men and women, It was then that the
Impenal Government, as a supreme precaution, issued
the stupid and shameful Ukase of the year 1873,
drdermg all Russians, under pain of outlawry, to im-
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mediately abandon the ternble aty of Zunch., The
engineer was howst with lus own petard. Among
the young Russians assembled there, plans, more or
less vague, were formed to return home in order to
carry on the Internationahst propaganda. The Ukase
had this effect, that, instead of returming separately in
the course of several years, almost all returned at once
in a body. Eagerly welcomed by thewr companions,
they everywhere carried on the most ardent Inter
nationalist propaganda.

IIT.

, Thus 1 the wmter of 1872, i one of the hovels
. the outskurts of St. Petersburg, a number of
working men gathered round (Prince) Peter Krapot-
kine, who expounded to them the principles of Socinl-
15m, and of the revolution. The neh Cossack Obuchoff,
though consumptive and dying, did the same upon the
banks of bus native Don, An officer, Leomdas Seiscko,
became a hend-weaver m one of the St. Petersburg
manufactones, 1 order to carry on the propaganda
there. Two other members of the same society—an
officer, Demetrius Rogaceff, who afterwards inspired so
much terror, and a frnend—went 1nto the province of
Tver as sawyers, for the purpose of carrymg on the
propaganda there among the peasants, In the winter
of 1873, m consequence of the delation of a land-owner
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of the district, these two were arrested. After having
escaped by the aid of the peasants from the hands of
the police, they reached Moscow, 1n order to carry on
the propaganda among the youth of that eity. There
they found two women who had just armved from
Zurich with the same objeet. Thus the two currents,
the home and foreign, met each other at every pont,
and both led to the same result. The books said:
‘The hour of the destrnetion of the old bourgenis
world has sounded. A new world, based upon the
fiatermity of all men, 1 which there will no longer be
erther msery or tears, 15 about to arise upon its ruins.
Up and be domg ' All hail to the Revolution, the sole
means of realising this golden ideal)

The men and women who had come back from
abroad inflamed the pubhe mind with the reeital of
the great struggle already undertaken by the proleta-
riat of the West; of the ¢Internationale’ and of its
great promoters; of the Commune and its martyrs;
and prepared to go ¢ among the people’ wath their new
proselytes m order to put their 1deas in practice. And
both turned anxiously to those, who were few then,
who had come back from the work of propagandism,
to ask them what were these powerful and mysterous
beings—the people—whom their fathers taught them
to fear, and whom, without knowing, they already
loved with all the impetuosity of thewr youthful
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hearts. And those appealed to, who just before had
the same mstrust and the same apprehensions,
saxd, overflowng with exultation, that the termble
people were good, simple, trusting as children ; that
they not only did not mistrust, but welcomed them
with open arms and hearts; that they listened to
their words with the deepest sympathy, and that
old and young after a long day of toil pressed atten-
tively around them in some dark and smoky hovel, m
which, by the uncertain lhght of a chip of resmous
wood 1n place of a candle, they spoke of Socialism,
or read one of the few propagandist hooks which they
had brought; that the communal assemblies were
broken up when they came mto the willages, as the
peasants abandoned the meetings to come and lhsten.
And after having depicted all the terrble sufferings of
these unhappy people, seen with their own eyes,
heard with thewr own ears, they told of Lttle signs
and tokens, exaggerated perhaps by thewr imagina-
tiong, which showed that these people could not be
go dispinted as was bebeved, and that there were in-
dications and rumours denoting that therr patience was
coming to an end, and that some great storm was
felt to be approaching.

All these numerous and powerful mfluences, acting
upon the impressionable minds, so prone to enthusiasm,
of the Russian youth, produced that vast movement of
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1873~74 which inaugurated the new Russian revolu-
tionary era.

Nothing similar had been seen before, nor smce.
It was a revelation, rather than a propaganda. At
first the book, or the individual, could be traced out,
that had impelled such or such a person to join the
movement ; but after some fime this became impos-
sible. It was a powerful cry which arose no ope knew
where, and summoned the ardent to the great work of
the redemption of the country and of humamty. And
the ardent, hearmmg this cry, arose, overfloming with
sorrow and indignation for thewr past life, and aban-
doming home, wealth, honours, family, threw them-
selves mto the movement with a joy, an enthusiasm, a
faith, such as are experienced only once 1n a hfe, and
when lost are never found again, -

|

I will not speak of the many, many, young men ™
and young women of the most anstocratie farmhes,j
who laboured for fifteen hours a day 1n the factories, in
the workshops, 1n the fields. Youth is always generou
and ready for sacrifice. The characterstic fact was
that the contagion spread, even to people 1n yearsy
who had already a future clearly marked out and a
position gamed by the sweat of their brows: judges, |
doctors, officers, officials; and these were not among '
the least ardent, f

{
Yet 1t was not a political movement. It rather 1fe-

i
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sembled a religious movement, and had all the con~
tagious and absorbing character of one. People not
only sought to attam a distinet practical object, bub
also to satisfy an inward sentiment of duty, an aspira-
tion towards thewr own wmoral perfection.

But this noble movement, m contact with harsh
reality, was shattered like a prectous Sévres vase, sbruck
by a heavy and dirty stone.

Not that the Russian peasant had shown himself
mdifferent or hostile to Socalism ; guite the contrary.
For a Russian peasant who has hus old ¢ obsema ’ (rural
commune) with the collective property of the land, and
us “mor” or “grorada’ {communal assembly), whach
exclusively controls all the communal affaurs, the prim-
aples of scientafic combination and federalism were
only a logical and natural deduction from the institu-
tions to which he had been accustomed for so many
ages. In fact there is no country in the world where
the peasantry would be so ready to accept the principles
of Federative Socialism ag Russia. Some of our old
Socialists—for example Bacunin—even deny the neces-
sity for any Sociahist propaganda whatever among the
Russian peasants, declaring that they already possess
all the fundamental elements, and that, therefore, if
§ummoned to an immediate revolution, it could not be
other than a soual revolution. But a revolution
always requires a powerful organisation, which can only
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be formed by a propaganda, exther Sociahst or purely
revolutionary. As this could not be openly carned on,
1t was necessary to have recourse to a secret propa-
ganda; and that was absolutely impossible in our
villages,

Everyone who settles there, whether as artisan, or
as communal teacher, or clerk, 1s 1mmediately under
the eyes of all. He 15 observed, and his every move-
ment 15 wafched, as though he were a bird m a glass
cage. Then, too, the peasant 1s absolutely mecapable
of keeping secret the propaganda in his mudst. How
can you expect him not to speak to s neighbour,
whom he has known for so many years, of a fact so
extiaordinary as the reading of a book, especially
when 1t concerns a matter which appears to him so
just, good, and natural as that which the Sowmalist tells
him ahout® Thus, whenever a propagandist visits any
of his friends, the news immediately spreads through-
out the village, and half an hour afterwards the hovel
is full of bearded peasants, who hasten to histen to the
new-comer without warning erther hum or hs host.
When the hovel 15 too little to hold all this throng, he
15 taken to the communal house, or into the open air,
where he reads his books, and makes Is speeches
under the roof of heaven,

It 1s qute evident that, mth these customs, the
Government would have no difficulty in hearmg of the
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agitation which was bemg carried on among the
peasants, Arrest followed arrest, thick and fast.
Thirty-seven provinces were ¢ infected’ by the Soeialist
contagion, as a Government circular declares, The
total number of the arrests was never known. In a
single tnal which lasted four years, that of ¢the 193,
they reached, according to the official statisties, about
a thousand.

But legon after legion boldly descended mto the
lists, when, owing to the number of the fallen, the
battle seemed to be slackening. The movement lasted
for two years with various degrees of intensity. But
the fact bad at last to be recogmsed, that it was hke
running one’s head aganst a wall,

In the year 1875 the movement changed its aspect.
The propaganda among the masses, the only one, that
18, which could stir them, was abandoned, and m 1ts
place the so-called ¢ colomsation’ (poselenia) entered
the field ; that 15, the grouping together of an entire
nucleus of propagandists 1n a given province, or rather,
m a given district.

In order to avoid the rocks which had wrecked the
movement of the previous years, the colonists proceeded
very cautiously, endeavouning rather to avoid observa-
tion, to make no stir, to carry on their agitation only
among those peasants with whom they were thoroughly
acquainted as cautious and prudent people. The
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colonies, berng much less exposed to the chance of dis-
covery, held their ground with varymng fortunes for
several years, and 1n part still continue, but without
any result, Evidently, however, they could not do
much owing to the immenaity of Russmia, and the
necessity of dehiberately restrmming their own actiwity,
even i the distnets chosen.

IV.

The tnals of the agitators which took place i the
years 1877 and 1878 indicated the end of this first
period of revolutionary activity in Russia, and at the
same time were 1ts apotheosis,

The Russian Government, wishing to follow mn the
steps of the second French Empire, which knew so well
how to deal with the Red spectre, ordered that the
first great trial—that of the so-called Tifty of the
Society of Moscow——should be publie, hoping that the
terrified bourgeois would diaw more closely around the
throne and abandon theiwr liberal tendencies, which
were already beginning to show themselves.

But no. Even those who could not but consider
such men as enemies were bewildered at the sight of
o much self-sacuifice.

‘They are sants.” Such was the exclamation,
repeated in & broken voice, by those who were present
at this memorable tnial,
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The monster trial of the 193 of the following year
only confirmed this opmon,

And, m fact, everything that is noble and sublime
m human nature seemed concentiated m these gener-
ous young men. Inflamed, subjugated by thewr grand
adea, they wished to sacrfice for it, mot only thewr
lives, their future, therr position, but their very
souls. They sought to purify themselves from every
other thought, from all personal affections, 1n order to
be entuely, exclusively devoted to it. Rigorism was
elevated mnto a dogma. For several years, indeed, even
absolute asceticism' was ardently mamtammed among
the youth of both sexes. The propagandists wished
nothing for themselves. They were the purest per-
somfication of self-demial.

But these beings were too 1deal for the ternble
struggle which was about to commence, The type of
the propagandist of the first lustre of the last decade
was religious rather than revolutionary. His faith was
Socialism, His god the people. Notwithstanding all
the evidence to the contrary, he firmly believed that,
from one day to the other, the revolution was about to
break out; as in the Middle Ages people believed at
certan periods 1n the approach of the day of judg-
ment. Inexorable reality struck a terrible blow at

Y Hence arose the ridhcnlous confusion of the Nihjlists with the
eopzr, a fanatical body who mutilated themselves
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his enthusiasm and fath, disclosing to udy ud g Iag?"
it really 13, and not as he had pctured 1t. He Was‘lgé,
ready for sacrifice as ever. But he had neither the —
impetuosity nor the ardour of the struggle. After
the first disenchantment he no longer saw any hope i
victory, and longed for the crown of thorns rather than
that of laurel. He went forth to martyrdom with the
seremty of a Christian of the early ages, and he suffered
it maith a calmness of mind—nay, with a certain rapture,
for he knew he was suffering for hus faith, He was full
of love, and had no hatred for anyone, not even his
executioners,

Such was the propagandist of 1872-75, This {ype
was too ideal to withstand the fierce and rmminent
conflict, It must change or disappear.

Already another was arising i its place. Upon the
horizon there appeared a gloomy form, illuminated by
a hight as of hell, who, with lofty beaung, and a look
breathing forth hatred and defiance, made lus way
through the ternfied crowd to enter with a firm step
upon the scene of history.

It was the Terronst.

THE PROPAGANDA.
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THE TERRORISM.

L

THE years 1876 and 1877 were the darkest and most
mournful for the Russian Socialists, The propagandist
movement cost unmense sacrifices. An entire genera~
tion was mown down by Despotism 1n a fit of dehnous
fear. The prisons were crammed with propagandists.
New prisons were built. And the result of so much
sacrifice? Oh, how petty it was compared with the
mmense effort !

What could the few working men and peasants do
who were 1nflamed by Socialist 1deas? 'What could the
¢ colones * do, dispersed here and there ?

The past was sad ; the future, gloomyand obscure.
But the movement could not stop. The publie mind,
overstimulated and eager to act, only sought some
other means of attaining the same end.

But to find one was very difficult under the condi~
tions i which Russia was placed. Long and arduous
was this work ; many were 1ts vietims ; for 1t was hke
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endeavouring to issue from some gloomy cavern, full of
dangers and pitfalls, in which every step costs many
lives, and the cries of fallen brethren are the sole
indications for the survivors, of the path to be followed.

The propagandist movement was a sublume test of
the power of Words. By a natural reaction the
opposite course was now to be tried, that of Acts.

‘We did not succeed because we were mere talkers,
incapable of real work,’

Such was the hitter reproach of the survivors of the
great movement, confronted with the new revolutionary
generation which had ansen to occupy the place of the
preceding ; and the cry of “Let us act’ became ag
general as that of ‘among the people’ had been a few
years before.

But what kind of action was to be taken ?

Impelled by their generous desire to do everything
for the people, and for the people only, the Revolu-
tionusts endeavoured, above all things, to orgamse some
insurrectionary movement among the people. The
first societies of the so-called ‘buntar1’ (fanaties) of
Kieff, Odessa, and Karkoff, the fixed object of whach
was an 1mmediate rsing, date from the year 1875.
But a revolution, ke a popular movement, is of
spontaneous growth, and cannot be forced One
attempt alone—that of Stefanovie—very skilfully
based upon local agitation and aspirations, succeeded

D



34 INTRODUCTION

in making some few steps, at least, towards the object.
The others had not even this success, They were
discovered and dissolved before giving effect to their
sangunary projects.

In the towns the same tendency mamifested itself
in another form; the Revolutiomsts made their first
essays in street demonstrations.

The years 1876, 1877, and the early months of 1878,
were periods of ¢ demonstrations’ more or less energetic;
such as the funeral of Cermisceff and Padlevsky, the
demonstration of Kazan, which had such a,tragical
ending, and, finally, that of Odessa, on the day of the
condemnation of Kovalsky, which was a ventable battle,
with dead and wounded on both sides, and several
hundred arrests.

It was evident that by this path there could be ne
advance. The disproportion between the matenal
forces at the disposition of the revolutionary party
and those of the Government was too great for these
demonstrations to be other than voluntary saenfices of
the flower of the Rusman youth to the Impenal
Moloch. With us a revolution, or even a nising of any
importance, hke those 1n Pans, 15 absolutely :impossible.
Our towns constitute only a tenth of the entire popula-
tion; and most of them are only large villages, miles
and miles apart. The real towns, those for instance of
10,000 or 15,000 iphabitants, form only four or five
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per cent. of the entire population, that 1s about three
or four milhons 1 all. And the Government, which
has under its orders the mltary contmngent of the
entire population, that 1s 1,200,000 soldiers, can
transform the five or six principal towns, the only
places where any movement whatever is possible, mto
veritable military camps, as indeed they are,

This is a consideration which should always be
borne 1m mind, i order to understand the cause of
everything that has smce happened.

Demonstrations of every kind were abandoned, and
from the year 1878 entnely disappeared.

But a noteworthy change in the revolutionary type
dates from this pertod. The Revolutionist was no
longer what he had been five years before. He had
not yet revealed humself by any daring acts; but by
dmnt of constantly meditatimg upon them, by repeat-
ing that bullets were better than words, by nounshing
sangumary projects m his mind, something of thenr
spint entered mto his disposition, Thus the man was
formed, And the Government did everything 1t could
to develop still more these nascent tendencies of his
‘and force him to translate them mto acts.

The merest suspicion led to arrest. An address; a
letter from a fmerid who had gone ¢ among the people ;’
a word let fall by a lad of twelve who, from excess of
fear, knew not what to reply, were sufficient to cast the

2
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suspected person 1nto prison, where he languished for
years and years, subjected to all the mgour of the
Russian cellular system. To give an idea of this it
need only be mentioned that, i the course of the
investigations 1n the trial of the 193, which lasted four
years, the number of the prsoners who committed
suicide, or went mad, or died, reached 75.

The sentences of the exceptional tribunal, which wag
simply a docile instrumentin the hands of the Govern-
ment, were of an incredible cruelty. Ten, twelve,
fifteen years of hard labour were inflicted, for two or
three speeches, made m private to a handful of working
men, or for a sigle book read or lent. Thus what 1s
freely done 1 every country in Europe was punished
among us like murder.

But not satisfied with these judieial atrocities, the
Government, by infamous secret orders, augmented still
more the sufferings of the political prnisoners, so that in
the House of Horrors—the central prison of Karkoff-—
several ‘revolts ’ took place among them in order to
obtain equalty of treatment with those condemned for
common crimes. Such was their condition! And from
time to time, by ways which only prisoners know how
to find out, there came from these men buried alive
some letter, written on a scrap of paper in which
tobacco or a candle bad been wrapped up, describing
the infamous treatment, the vile and useless cruelty,
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whuch their gaolershad inflicted upon them, m order to
curry favour with superiors; and these letters passed
from hand fo hand, and this mformation passed from
mouth to mouth, causing tears of grief and rage, and
arousing 1n the most gentle and tender minds thoughts
of blood, of hatred, and of vengeance.

IL

The first sangmnary events took place a year before
the Terrorism was erected nto a system. They were
1solated cases, without any political importance, but
they clearly showed that the efforts of the Government
had begun to bear frut, and that the ¢mlk of love’
of the Socialists of the previous lustre was already be-
comimng changed, ittle by little, into the gall of hatred,
Sprung from personal resentment, 1t was dwrected
agarnst the more immediate enemies, the spies, and 1n
vanous parts of Russia some half-dozen of them were
klled.

These first acts of bloodshed evidently could not
stop there. If time were consumed 1n killing a vile spy,
why allow the gendarme to live on with umpumty who
sent hium forth, or the procurator who from the informa-
tion of the spy obtammed matemals for ordenng the
arrest, or thehead of the pohce whodirected everythmng ?
The logic of hife ecould not but compel the Revolution-
anes to mount these steps by degrees, and it cannot
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be doubted that they would have done so, for the Russian
may be wanting 1 many things, but not m the courage
to be logical. Nay, one of the most stnking peeun-
hanties of the Russian character 1s that it never
hesitates before the piractical consequences of a chan
of reasonmng.

There was, however, a fact of primary unportance
which gave such a strong impetus to the movement,
that this step, which otherwise would perhaps have re-
quired several years, was taken at a single bound.

On January 24 of the year 1878, the memorable
shot was fired by the revolver of Vera Zassulic against
General Trepoff, who had ordered a pohitical prisoner
named Bogolwboff to be flogged. Two months after-
wards she was acquitted by the jury.

I need not narrate the details of the occurrence,
nor those of the trial, nor insist upon their importance.
Everyone understood them, and even now, four years
afterwards, everyone remembers that wave of admira-
tion which invaded every heart, without distinction of
party, of class, or of age. It 15 easy to imagine what 1t
must have been 1n Russia,

Zassulic was not a terronist. She was the angel of
vengeance, and not of terror. She wasa vietim who
voluntanly threw herself nto the jaws of the monster
in order to cleanse the honour of the party from a
mortal outrage. It was evident that if every infa-



THE TERRORISM, 39

mons act had to awat its Zassulie, he who commutted
1t might sleep 1n peace, and die hoary-headed

Yet this occurrence gave to the Terrorism a most
powerful impulse, It illummated 1 with 1its divine
aureola, and gave to 1t the sanction of sacrifice and of
public opimuion,

The acquittal of Zassulic was a solemn condemnation
of the entire arbitiary system which had impelled her
to rmse her avenging hand agamnst the bully. The
press and the public were unammous 1n confirming the
sentence of the jury

And how did the Government receive the judgment
of the nation? _

The Emperor Alexander IT. went in person to pay
a visit to Tiepoff, covered with so much 1gnomny, and
ransacked the whole aity in search of the acquitted
Zassulie, 1 order to put her again in prison.

It was 1mpossible to show a more impudent con-
tempt for Justice and the umversal feelng.

The general discontent grew beyond measure, for
to the sting of the outrage was added the pang of
deception.

Here I ought to stop for a moment to apalyse the
purely Liberal movement which germmated among the
cultivated and privileged classes of Russian society at
the commencement of the reign. Bemng unable to do
this even briefly, T will merely say, that the event
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which imparted to it the greatest intensity was the
war with Turkey, because 1t lad bare like that of the
Crimea, the shameful abuses of our social system, and
awakened hopes of a new reorgamsation of the State,
especially after the Constitution which Alexander II.
gave to Bulgana.

The return of the Emperor to his capital exactly
comncided with the trial of Zassulie,

The Liberals awoke from thewr dreams. It was
then that they twrned in despair to the only party
which was struggling against despotism, the Socialist
party. The first efforts of the Iaberal party to
approach the Revolutionaries 1 order to form an
alhance with them date from 1878.

I11,

The Government, however, seemed bent on exas-
perating not only the Laberals but alse the Revolu-
tiomsts. With a wile desire for vengeance, 1t re-
doubled 1ts cruelty against the Sociahists, whom 1t had
i 1ts power, The Emperor Alexander II. even went
so far as to annul the sentence of his own Senate,
which, under the form of a petition for pardon,
acquitted most of the accused 1 the tual of the 193,

What government therefore was this which acted
80 1nsolently agamst all the laws of the country, which
was not supported, and did not wish to be supported,
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by the nation, or by any class, or by the laws which 1t
had made itself? What did 1t represent except brute
force ?

Agamst such a Government everything 1s per-
mitted. It isno longer a guardian of the will of the
people, or of the majority of the people. It 13 or-
gamsed injustice, A citizen 1s no more bound to
respect it, than to respect a band of highwaymen who
employ the force at therr command m nfing tra-
vellers.

But how shake off tlus camarlle entrenched
belund a forest of bayonets? How free the country
from 1t ?

It bemg absolutely impossible to overcome this
obstacle by force, as 1n other cowntries more fortunate
than ours, a flank movement was necessary, so as to
fall upon this camarila before 1t could avail atself of
1ts forces, thus rendered useless i thewr impregnable
positions.

Thus arose the Terrorism.

Concerved m hatred, nurtured by patriotism and by
hope, 1t grew wup 1n the electrical atmosphere,
mnpregnated with the enthusiasm awakened by an
act of herosm., .

On August 16, 1878, that 1s five months after the
acquittal of Zassuhe, the Terronsm, by puthing to
death General Mesentzeff, the head of the police and
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of the entire camarilia, boldly threw down 1ts glove in
the face of autocracy. From that day forth 1t ad-
vanced with glant strides, acquiring strength and posi-
tion, and culmmnating 1n the tremendous duel with
the man who was the persomfication of despotism,

I will not relate its achievements, for they are
written m letters of fire upon the records of history.

Three times the adversaries met face to fage.
Three times the Terrorist by the will of fate was over-
thrown, but after each defeat he arose more threatening
and powerful than before. To the attempt of Solovieff
succeeded that of Hartman, which was followéd by the
fightful explosion at the Winter Palace, the infernal
character of which seemed to surpass everything the
imagination could conceive. But 1t was surpassed on
March 13. Once more the adversames grappled with
each other, and this time the ommipotent Emperor fell
half dead to the ground.

The Terronst had won the victory 1n hus tremendous
duel, which had cost so many sacrifices. With a whole
nation prostrate he alone held high his head, which
throughont so many tempests he had never bent,

He 13 noble, ternble, irresistibly fascinating, for
he combines 1n himself the two sublimities of human
grandeur ; the martyr and the hero.

He is a martyr, From the day when he swears 1n
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the depths of s heart to free the people and the
country, he knows he 15 consecrated to Death, He
faces 1t at, every step of his stormy life. He goes forth
to meet 1t fearlessly, when necessary, and can die with-
out flinching, not hke a Christian of old, but like a
warrior accustomed to look death 1n the face.

He has no longer any religious feelng m his dis-
position. He 1s 2 wrestler, all bone ard muscle, and
has nothing 1 common with the dreamy idealist of
the previous lustre. He 15 2 mature man, and the un-
real dreams of lus youth have disappeared with years.
He 15 a Socialist fatally convinced, but he understands
that a Soeral Revolution requiures long preparatory
labour, which cannot be given until politicel hiberty 15
acqured. Modest and resolute, therefore, he chngs to
the resolution to lumt for the present his plans that
he may extend them afterwards. He has no other
object than to overthrow this abhorred despotisr, and
to give to his count®y, what all eivihised nations possess,
pohitical hiberty, to enablé 1t to advance with a firm
step towards its own redemption. The force of mind,
the indomitable energy, and the spirit of sacrifice which
his predecessor attamned in the beauty of his dreams,
he attains in the grandeur of his msion,in the strong
passions which this marvellous, intoxicating, vertiginous
struggle arouses m his heart.

What a spectacle! When had such a spectacle been
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seen before? Alone, obscure, poor, he undertook to
be the defender of outraged humamty, of nght
trampled nnder foot, and he challenged to the death
the most powerful Empire 1n the world, and for years
and years confronted all 1ts ymnense forces.

Proud as Satan rebellng agamst God, he opposed
has own will to that of the man who alone, amid a
nation of slaves, clumed the night of having a wll.
But how different 15 this terrestrial god from the old
Jehovah of Moses! How be hides lus trembling head
under the danng blows of the Terrorist! True, he
still stands erect, and the thunderbolts launched by
his trembhing hand often fail; but when they stnke,
they kall, But the Terronst 18 1mmortal. His himbs
may fail him, but, as if by magie, they regam theur
vigour, and he stands erect, ready for battle after battle
untill be has lud low his enemy and hberated the
counfry. And already he sees that enemy falter,
become confused, ehing desperatfly to the wildest
means, which can only hasten hus end.

It 15 this absorbing struggle, 1t 1s this 1mposing
mussion, 1t 18 this certainty of approaching victory,
which gives um that cool and caleulating enthusiasm,
that almost superhuman energy, which astounds the
world, Ifhe is by nature a man capable of generous
umpulses, he will become a hero ; if he 18 of stronger
fibre, 1t will harden 1nto 1ron ; if of wron, 1t will become
adamant, ’
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He has a powerful and distinetive mdividuality,
He is no longer, ke his predecessor, all abnegation,
He no longer possesses, he no longer strives after, that
abstract moral beauty which made the propagandist
resemble a being of another world ; for his look is no
longer directed inwardly, but 1s fizxed upon the hated
enemy. He 1s the type of individual force, intolerant
of every yoke. He fights not only for the people, to
render them the arbiters of their own destinies, not
only for the whole nation stifing in this pestiferous
atmosphere, but also for himself; for the dear ones
whom he loves, whom he adores with all the enthn-
siasmt which animates hig soul ; for his friends, who
langush 1 the horrid cells of the central prisons, and
who stretch forth to him therr skinny hands implormng
aid, He fights for himself. He has sworn to be free
and he will be free, in defiance of everything. He
bends his haughty head before no idol. He has devoted
his sturdy arms to she cause of the people. But he
no longer derfies them. And if the people, ill-coun-
selled, say to lum ¢Be a slave,’ he will exclaim ‘ No3j’
and he will march onward, defying their imprecations
and thewr fury, certain that justice will be rendered to
him 1n his tomb,

Such 1s the Terronst.



