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FOREWORD 

Sr. Valji Desai's translation has been 
revised by me, and I can assure t)le reader 
that the spirit of the original ~n Gujarati has 
been very faithfully kept by the translator. 
The original chapters were all written by me 
from memory. They were _written partly in 
the Yeravda jail and partly outside after my 
premature release. As the translator knew 
of this fact, he made a diligent study of the 
file of Indian Opinion and wherever he dis
covered slips of memory, he has not hesitated 
to make the necessa.ry corrections. The reader 
will share my pleasure that in no relevant or 
material particular has there been any slip. 
I need hardly mention that those who are 
following the weekly chapters of My Experi
me1zts with Truth cannot afford to miss these • 
chapters on Satyagraha, if they would follow 
in all its detail the working out of the search 
after Truth. 

Sabarmati, } 
26th April, 1928. l\1. K. GANDHI 
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PREFACE 

T HE Satyagraha struggle of the Indians in 
South Africa lasted eight years. The term 
Satyagraha was invented and employed· 

· in connection therewith. I had long enter
tained a desire to write a history of that 
struggle myself. Some things only I could 
'Write. Only the general who conducts a 
teampaign can know the objective of each 
particular move. And as this .was the first 
.attempt to apply the principle of Satyagraha 
to politics on a large scale, it is necessary any 
day that the public should have an idea of 
its development. 

But to-day Satyagraha has had ample 
· scope in India. Here there has been an 
· inevitable series of struggles beginning with 
the rather local question of the Viramgam 
.customs. 

It was through the instrumentality of 
Bhai Motilal, the public-spirited good tailor 
of Wadhwan, that I became interested in the 
Viramgam question. I had just arrived from 
England and was proceeding to Kathiawad 
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in the year 1915. I was travelling third class~ 
At Wadhwan station Motilal came up to me 
with a small party. He gave me some ac
count of the hardships inflicted on the people
at Viramgam, and said : 

"Please do something to end this trouble~ 
It will be doing an immense service to
Kathiawad, the land of your birth. " 

There was an expression of both com-· 
passion and firmness in his eyes. 

"Are you ready to go to jail ? " I asked. 
" We are ready to march to the gallows,"' 

was the quick reply. 
"Jail will do for me," I said. "But see~ 

that you do not leave me in the lurch." 
"That only time can show," said Motilal. 
I reached Rajkot, obtained detailed infor-

mation and commenced correspondence with 
Government. In speeche.s at Bagasra andc 
elsewhere, I dropped a hip.t that the people 
should be r~ady to offer Satyagraha at. 
Viramgam, if necessary. The loyal C. I. D .. 
b~oug}?.t these speeches to the notice of· 
Government. In this they served Government,. 
and unintentionally,· served the people also._ 
Finally, I had a talk with Lord Chelmsford 
on the matter. He promised abolition of the 
customs line and was as good as his word. I. 
know others also tried for this. But I am 
strongly of opinion that the 'imminent possibi--

. lity of Satyagraha was the chief factor in 
. obtaining the ~esired redress. 
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Th~n came the Indian Emigration Act~ 
Great efforts were put forth to get indenture 
repealed. There was a considerable public agi
tation. The Bombay meeting fixed 31st May, 
1917, as the date from which onwards indentur
ed labour should be stopped.· This is not the 
place for narrating how that particular date 
came to be selected. A deputation of ladies first. 
waited upon the Viceroy in connection with 
this. I cannot help mentioning here the name 
of the high-souled sister, Mrs. Jaiji Petit. It was . 
she who may be said to have organised this 
deputation. Here, too, success came merely 
through preparedness for Satyagraha. But it 
is important to remember the distinction that 
in this case public agitation was also necessary .. 
The stopping of indentured labour was very 
much more important than the abolition of 
the Viramgam customs. Lord Chelmsford 
committed a series of blunders beginning 
with the passing o{ the Rowlatt Act. Still, I 
think, he was a wise ruler. But what Viceroy 
can escape for long the influence of the per
manent officials of. the Civil Service? 

The third in order came the Champaran 
struggle, of which Rajendra Babu has written 
a detailed history. Here Satyagraha had 
actually to be offered. Mere preparedness for 
it did not suffice, as powerful vested interests 
were arrayed in opposition. The peace main
tained by the people of Champaran deserves 
to be placed on record. I can. bear witness to 



4 PREFACE 

the perfect non-violence of the le~ders in 
thought, word and deed. Hence it was that 
this age-long abuse came to an end in six 
months. 

The fourth struggle was that of the mill 
hands of Ahmedabad. Gujarat is perfectly 
familiar with its history. How peaceful the 
labourers were! As for the leaders, there can 
hardly be anything for me to say. Still I 
hold the victory in this case was not quite 
pure, as the fast I had to observe in order to 
sustain the labourers in their determination 
exercised indirect pressure upon the mill
owners. The fast was bound to influence 
them~ as I enjoyed friendly ),"elations with 
them. Still the moral of the fight is clear. If 
the labourers carry on their struggle peace
fully, they must ·succeed and also win the 
hearts of their masters. They have not won 
their masters' hearts, as they were not inno- . 
cent in thought,· word and deed. They were 
non-violent in deed, which is certainly to 
their credit. 

The fifth was the Kheda struggle. I 
cannot say that · in this case all the local 
leaders of Satyagraha parties adhered to the 
pure truth. Peace was certainly maintained. 
The non-violence of the peasantry, however, 
was only superficial, like that of the mill
hands. So we came out of the struggle with 
bare honour. However, there was a great 
awakening among the people. But Kheda 
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had not fully grasped the lesson of non
violence; the mill-hands had not understood 
the;true meaning of peace. The people bad 
therefore to suffer. At the time of the Row
latt Act Satyagraha, I had to confess my 
Himalayan blunder, to fast myself and invite 
others to do so. 

The sixth was in connection with the 
Rowlatt . Act. Therein our inherent short
comings came to the surface. But the original 
foundation was well and truly laid. We 
admitted all our short-comings and did pen
ance for them. The Rowlatt Act was a dead 
letter even when it was promulgated, and 
that black Act was finally even repealed .. 
This struggle taught us a great lesson. 

The seventh was the struggle to right the 
Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and to win 
Swaraj. It is still going on. And my con
fidence is unshaken, that if a single Satyagrahi 
holds out to the end, victory is absolutely 
certain. 

But the present fight is epic in character. 
I have already described our course of uncon
scious preparation for it. When I took up 
the Viramgam question, little did I know that 
other fights were in store. And even about 
Viramgam I knew nothing when I was in 
South Africa. That is the beauty of Satya
graha. It comes up to oneself, one has not 
to go out in search for it. This is a virtue in .. 
herent in the principle itself. A Dharma-

• 
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yuddha, in which there are no secrets to be 
guarded, no scope for cunning and no place 
for untruth, comes unsought; and a man of 
religion is ever ready for it. A struggle which 
has to be previously planned is not a righteous 
struggle. In a righteous struggle God Him
self plans campaigns and conducts battles. 
A Dharma-yuddha can be waged only in the 
name of God, and it is only when the Satya
grahi feels quite helpless, is apparently 
()n his last legs and finds utter darkness all 
around him, that God comes to the rescue. 
God helps· when one feels oneself humbler 
than the very dust under one's feet. Only 
to the weak and helpless is ,divine succour 
vouchsafed. 

We are yet to realise this truth, and so I 
think the history of Satyagraha in South 
Africa will be helpful to us. 

The reader will note South African pa
rallels for all our experiences in the present 
.Struggle to date. He will also see from this 
history that there is so far no ground what
ever for despair in the fight that is going on. 
The only condition of victory is a tenacious 
adherence to our programme. 

I am writing this preface at Juhu. I wrote 
the first thirty chapters of the history in Y era-· 
vda jail. Shriyut Indulal Yajnik was good 
·enough to write to my dictation. The subse-· 
quent chapters I hope to write hereafter. I had 
no books of reference in jail. I do not propose 
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to get them here either. I have neither the 
time nor the inclination to write a regular 
-detailed history. My only object in writing 
this book is that. it may be helpful in our 
present struggle, and serve as a ·guide to 

:any regular historian that may arise in the 
future. Although I am writing without 
books of reference at hand; I must ask 
the reader not to imagine that any single 
item in this volume is inaccurate or that 
there is the least exaggeration at any point. 

}UHU, . J 
St. r98o Fa/gun vadi 13tlt, M. K. GANDHI 

2nd April 1924-. 
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