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PREFACE. 
THis work is' !_ntended primarily as a handbook 

of law for writers, publishers, printers and others 
concerned in the production and dissemination of 
printed matter, whether in the form of books, news­
papers, periodicals or otherwise. In writing it the 
author has endeavoured to be clear and accurate, 
and at the same time comprehensive and concise. 
It is improbable that this somewhat high standard 
has been attained; nevertheless, the result may be 
in some degree useful to the classes of persons for 
whom it is written, in indicating to them the legal 
pitfalls which lie in the paths they pursue in the 
course of their avocations. 

It is hoped that the book may also be of some use 
to members of the legal profession, as a digest of 
the law of the subject with which it deals ; though, 
so far as concerns the chapters on Libel and Copy­
right, it can have no pretensions to competing with 
the standard works on these branches of the law. 

The chapter headings, as ·well as the full index 
provided, should facilitate reference to the text. 
The lay reader can, if he wishes, ignore the refer­
ences to decided cases and statutes, although the· 
citation of these authorities has provided a salutary 
check upon the author's imagination, and their 
inclusion, together with the table of· cases, is due 
to the needs of the legaJ reader. . 

-THOMAS .DAWSON. 
II, KING'S BENCH WALK, 

TEMPLE, E.C. 
January, 1927. 
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APPENDIX. 

COPYRIGHT LAW OF THE UNITED STATES 

(REVISED BY THORVALD SOLBERG, REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS.) 

THE copyright law approved March 4, 1909, which took effect 
on JUly I, 1909, provides that the application for registration of 
any work " shall specify to which of the following classes the work 
in which copyright claim belongs." 

(a) Books, including composite and cyclopredi.c works, direc­
tories, gazetteers and other compilations; (b) periodicals, including 
newspapers ; (c) lectures, sermons, addresses, prepared for oral 
delivery ; (d) dramatic or dramatico-musical compositions ; {e) 
musical compositions; (f) maps; {g) works of art, models of 
designs for works of art; (h) reproductitms of a work of art; (i) 
drawings or plastic works of a scientific or technical character; U) 
photographs ; (k) prints and pictorial illustrations. The amend~ 
ment of August 24, 1912, adds (l) motion pictures photo-plays ; 
(m) motion pictures other than photo-plays. 

The application for registration of any article should dis­
tinctly specify to which one of these classes the work belongs. An 
article is not entitled to registration unless it is reasonably possible 
to class it under one or the other of the designations named in the 
statute. 

For works reproduced in copies for sale or public distribution. 
I. Publish the work with the copyright notice. The notice may 
be in form "Copyright", 19 .. ·. (year date of publication) by 
... (name of copyright proprietor), or in the case of works 
specified above (/) to (k) the notice may consist of the letter C 
enclosed in a circle (C) accompanied by the initials, monogram, 
mark or symbol of the proprietor, provided that his name shall 
appear on some accessible part of the copies. 2. Promptly after 
publication send to the Copyright Office, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C., two copies (or if the work is by a foreign citizen, 
and is first published in a foreign country, one copy only) of the 
best edition of the work, with an application for registration. In 
the case of motion picture photo-plays and of motion pictures 
other than photo-plays a description of the work must be filed, 
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together with copies of the reels, and a money order payable to 
the Register of Copyrights for the registration fee of $I. 

In the case of books by American authors, or permanent 
residents of the United States, the copies deposited ·must be 
accompanied by an affidavit, under the official seal of an officer 
au:fuorized to administer oaths, stating that the typesetting, 
pnnting and binding of the book have been performed within the 
United States. Affidavit and application forms will be supplied 
by the Copyright Office on request. 

Books of foreign origin in a language or languages other than 
English are not required to be manufactured in the United States. 
In the case of a book in the English language published abroad 
before publication in this country, an Ad Interim copyright for 
thirty days1 from the day of deposit of the foreign copy may be 
secured by depositing in the Copyright Office one complete copy 
of the foreign edition within thirty days after its publication 
abroad. If two copies of such book manufactured in this country 
are deposited with application for registration and fee ($I} pub-­
lished during the Ad Interim term the copyright shall be extended 
for the full term of twenty-eight years. 

For works not reproduced in copies for sale: Copyrights may 
also be had of certain classes of works (see a b c below} of which 
copies are not reproduced for sale, by filing in the Copyright Office 
an application for registration, with the statutory fee of $1, sending 
therewith : (a} In the case of lectures or other oral addresses or of 
dramatic or musical compositions, one complete manuscript or 
typewritten copy of the work. This privilege of registration, 
however, does not exempt the copyright proprietor from the 
deposit of printed copies of a dramatic or musical composition 
or lectures where the work is later reproduced in copies for sale. 
A new application must be made in such cases and another fee 
$1 paid. (b) In the case of photographs not intended for general 
circulation, one photographic print. (c) In the case of works of 
art (paintings, drawings, sculpture), or of drawings or plastic 
works of a scientific or technical character, one photograph or 
other identifying production of the works. In the case of motion 
picture photo·plays, a title and description and one print taken 
from each scene or act. In the case of motion pictures other than 
a phot~play, a title and description with notlessthan twoprints 
to be taken from different sections of a complete motion picture . 
. In all these cases, if the work is later reproduced in copies for 
~e. two copies must be deposited. · 
. For registration of any work subject to copyright, $I, which 
sum is to include a certificate of registration under seal. But 
only one registration at one fee is required in the case of several 
volumes of the same book deposited in the Copyright Office at the 

a NOfll jOWl months: see p. 2:z2. 
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same time. For every additional certificate of registration or 
copy of record under seal, so cents. In the case of photographs 
the fee shall be so cents where certificate is not requested. For 
recording and certifying an assignment of copyright, or for a 
certified copy of an assignment, $r, if the instrument is not .over 
300 words in length, if more tha:t 300 and less than .r!ooo in length, 
$2, if more than r,ooo words m .length, $r, additional for each 
additional x,ooo words 9r fraction thereof over 300 words. For 
comparing a copy of an assignment with the record of such docu­
ment in the Copyright Office and certifying same under seal, $I. 
For recording the transfer of the proprietorship of copyright 
articles, ro cents for each title of a book or other article, in addition 
to the fee prescribed for recording the instrument of assignment. 
For recording an extension or renewal of copyright, so cents. 
Remittances should be made by money order payable to the 
Register of Copyrights. Forms for application for copyright 
registration will be furnished on request. · 

The original term of copyright runs for twenty-eight years. 
Within one year prior to the expiration of the original term, the 
author, if living, or the widow or widower·of the author,. to the 
children of the author if he not be living ; or if none of these be 
living, then the author's executors, or in the absence of a ·will, then 
the author's next of kin may secure renewal for a further term of 
twenty-eight years, making fifty-six years in all. In the case oJ 
composite works, if the proprietor secured the original copyright, 
he may also secure the renewal. · 

Copyrights are assignable by any instruments of writing. Every 
assignment of copyright must be recorded in the Copyright Office 
within three calendar months after its execution in the United 
States or within six calendar months after its execution without the 
limits of the United States. " In default of which it shall be void 
as against any subsequent purchaser or mortgagee for a valuable 
considera~ion, without notice, whose assignment has been duly 
recorded." Every assignment of copyright executed in a foreign 
country must be acknowledged by the assignor before a consular 
officer or Secretary of Legation of the United States authorized 
by law to administer oaths or perform notarial acts. The certifi­
cate of such acknowledgment under the hand and official seal of 
such consular officer or Secretary of Legation in prima facie 
evidence of the execution of the instrument. · 

Copyrt'ght Amendment of 1920. 

An amendment of the United States Copyright Law approved 
J?ecember r8, xgrg, has those features ; limits granting of copy­
nght to foreign authors or proprietors domiciled in U.S. at time 
of f_irst publication, or to citizens, or to subjects of states or nations 
which grant (by treaty, convention, agreement or law) copyright 
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benefits giving substantially equal protection to U.S. citizens, of 
whose state or nation is a party to an international agreement­
the existence of such reciprocal conditions to be determined by 
a proclamation of the President from·time to time; such rights 
to last for fifteen months after the date of the President's proclama­
tion of peace. In the case of a book first published abroad in 
English, the deposit of one complete copy of foreign editions, with 
request for reservation of copyright, shall secure an ad interim 
copyright good for four months after such deposit. 

· International Copyright Relatwns. 
Copyright is not secured in foreign countries by action in the 

Copyright Office, but only by complying with the legislation of 
such countries. 

Copyright relations have been established with the following 
foreign countries by proclamation of the President-Austria, 
Belgium, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, and the British Possessions, Italy, Luxemburg, 
Mexico, Netherlands and Possessions, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Tunis. · 

Copyright proclamations have been issued under sec. I (e) 
of the Act of 1909, securing copyright control of mechanical 
musical reproductions in the ·United States to citizens or subjects 
of Australia, Belgium, Cuba, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, Luxemburg, New Zealand, and Norway. The convention 
with Hungary includes such protection. 

Copyright treaties have also been entered into with China, 
Japan, and Hungary (the latter in effect on October 16, I912). 
The Copyright Convention of Mexico of 1902 has been ratified 
by the United States and is effective from July I, Igo8, as between 
the United States and Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicar­
agua, and Salvador. The Pan-American Copyright Convention 
signed at Buenos Aires in 1910 was proclaimed July 13, 1914, and 
is effective as between the United States and Bolivia, Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, and 
Uruguay. 

President Wilson, on April I4, 1920, signed a proclamation 
granting to subjects of Great Britain and Dominions, except 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and Newfound­
land, Copyright Protection. Protection is also granted to 
records, perforated rolls and other devices for production of music, 

· work by mechanical means. The proclamation did not afford 
protection to works republished in either country since August I, 
1914, but provided protection for all works first produced or 
published after that date and before the President's proclamation 
of peace. 
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The British Government issued an order in Council protecting 
works first published in U.S. between August I, I9I4, and termina­
tion of the war, conditional upon publication in England not later 
than six months after the termination of the war. 
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ABRIDGMENTS of literary work, copyright in, II5 

ACTIONS, for similar libels, consolidation of, 73 

ACTIONS ON THE CASE. See TRADE LIBEL AND SLANDER OF TITLE 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
betting, when legal, 194 
contracts for, 192 
election advertisements, restrictions on, zoo, 201, 202· 
illegal, 193-6 

of experiments on living animals, 196 
lottery and betting, 183, 184, 189, 193, 194 
stolen property, relating to, 194 
"tipsters," 186, 194 
venereal disease, relating to, 195 
indemnity against, is unenforceable, 193 
price of, not legally recoverable, 193 

indecent literature, advertisements of, 91 
libellous, 14, 193 
slander of title by, 6o, 193 

APOLOGY for libel, plea of, 74 

ARTISTIC WORK, defined in relation. to copyright, II5 

ASSIGNMENT OF COPYRIGHT, distinguished from a licence to pub-
. lish, 129 .. 

and see COPYRIGHT . 

ASSOCIATION, unincorporated, cannot be sued for libel, 23 

AUTHOR 
agreement with publisher, requisites of, I65-170 
assigning copyright, effect of, 129, 165 

restrictions on, 13o-131 
copyright, author is normally first owner of, 125 

exceptions to this rule, 125-I26 
deceased, to whom his copyrights belong, 131-132 
free-lance contributor to periodical, position of, 127 
libel, author of, can be sued, zo 
libel on, by falsely publishing inferior work under his name, 11 

inaccurate or mutilated edition, ug 
licence by author to publisher, effect of, 129, 167 

225 
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BETIING COMPETITIONS 
advertisements relating to, when illegal, 186, 187, 194 
coupon competitions, when illegal as betting, 184 
football, ready money betting business defined, 191 

coupons and advertisements relating to, 

lottery, distinguished from betting, 188 
189'-191 

payment of money for coupon essential to create illegality, 187, 188, 191 

" BLACK LIST.'' publication of, may be actionable; 64 

BLASPHEMOUS LmEL 
defined, 89 
defence that matter published without authority or knowledge of accused, 

seizure of copies of, 89 

BODLEIAN LIBRARY, OXFORD 
right of to copy of book on demand, 208 

BOOKSELLERS, liability of for publishing libel, 20 

BRITISH MUSEUM 
delivery of copies of books to, 208, 209 ' 

BROADCASTING 
wireless "talk," copyright in as a lecture, 141 

programmes, compilation of, copyright in, u6 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
right of to copy of book on demand, 208 

CATALOGUE, copyright in, us 
CENSORSHIP OF PRESS, abolished, 2 

CHAPEL SERVICE, is no~ a " public meeting," 4S 

CIRCULARS, when privileged, 29 

9:1 

CIRCULATING LmRARIES, when liable for publishing libel, 20, 21 

COLLECTIVE WORK 
defined, 120 
restriction on assignment of copyright by author does not apply to, 131 

COLONIES AND PRO~ECTORATES, copyright in, ISS 

COMMENT ON JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
must not be made until after trial, 39, 49 

and SU CoNTEMPT OF CoURT 

CoMPANY 
incorporated, can sue for libel, 16 

and be sued, 23 
reports of directoiS and auditoiS to shareholdeiS, privileged, 29 

COMPETITION 
if legal, winner can sue for prize money, 177 
if illegal, deposit paid can be recovered, 177 

And see LoTTERY and BBTitNG CoHPB~T~QN!\ 



COMPILATIONS 
copyright in., ns, n6 

CONTEMPT OF COURT 
by publications, defined, 94 

INDEX 

advertisements for witnesses, 99, 101 
announcing payment into Court, 101 
cartoons, 98 
comments on pending proceedings, 97 
libelling the Court or Judge, 107 

parties to pending proceedings, 94, 95, 97 
newspaper " crime investigators," 96 · 
premature publication of sentence of court-martial, 105 
publishing pleadings or affidavits in pending proceedings, 100 

after trial, 106 · • 
inaccurate report of trial is not, 106 
publishing repott of trial in camera may be, 106 
when reports prohibited, 107 

. when appeal is pending, 105 
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civil proceedings, contempt of court in relation to, 98 
comment, should be published only after judgment, 104 

not after interlocutory motions, or if judgment post­
poned, 104 

or if jury disagree, 105 
criminal proceedings, contempt of court in relation to, 95 

accused's character must not be discussed, 95 
libel actions, contempt of court in relation to, 102 
procedure for punishing contempt of court, 108 
proceedings, when "pending," 94 

comments made in ignorance of proceedings, 103 
reports of legal proceedings, privilege of as affecting contempt of court, 97 

CONTRACTS 
how made, 163 
when implied, 164 

contract must be in writing, 163 
consideration must be given, 164 
publishers, 165 
printers, 174 

CONTRACT OF SERVICE 
copyright in works produced under, vests in employer, 125 

· unless not done in course of employment, 126 
what is a contract of service, 125 

editors, 170 
journalists, 172 

COPYRIGHT, BRITISH 
assignment. See CoPYRIGHT, AssiGNMENT OF. 
collective work, defined, 120 
compulsory licence to publish work, 121 
Crown, duration of copyright of, 133 

acquires copyright in all works prepared under direction of 
Government department, 133 

practice as to enforcing copyright, 133 
defined, u8 
duration of, 120 · 

restricted copyright,tu 
in case of joint authorshi.\'• ~~ 

in works published prior to 1911, uz-3 
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COPYRIGHT, BRITISH-continued. 
foreign authors, works of, protected if resident in H.M. Do111inions, 119 
· and see CoPYRIGHT, INTERNATIONAL AND FOREIGN 
ideas cannot be subject of copyright, ns 
immoral, blasphemous or libellous works not protected, I I 7 
joint authorship, defined, 120 

duxation of copyright in cases of, 120, IZ2 
licenses and assignment by joint authors, IJI, 136 

" original work" defined, us 
publication, defined, II9 
statutory right to publish copyright work, 121 
title of book or newspaper, no copyright in, 117 
works to which copyright applicable, n4, us 

abridgments, us 
lectures, when protected, 140 
news, u6 
photographs, 120 
published works, 119 
translations, 1S6 

and see CoPYRIGHT, INTERNATIONAL AND FOREIGN 
unpublished works, II9 

duration of copyright in, 120 
works published prior to 19II, 122 

registration necessary, 123 
new rights acquired, 123 

COPYRIGHT, COLONIAL, 15S 

COPYRIGHT, OWNERSHIP OF 
deceased authors, 131 
first owner of copyright, 125 
Government publications, 132, 133 . 

duration of, 120 

to whom they belong, 123 

practice as to enforcing copyright in, 133 
joint authors, 120, 122, 131, 136 · 
legal and equitable ownership, distinction between, 145 
University copyright'3 existing in 1911 preserved, 13S 

COPYRIGHT, ASSIGNMENT OF 
assignment, must be in writing and signed, 130 

distinguished from licence to publish, 129 
restriction on, by authors, 130 

collective works, restriction on, assignment'3 not applicable to, 131 
licence to publish, effect of, 129, 144, 167 

must be in writing and signed, 130 
works published prior to 19u, 123 

COPYRIGHT, INFRINGEMENT OF 
account of infringer's profits, when ordered, 146 
action for, who can sue, 144 
by authorizing reproduction or publication, 138 

colourable imitation, 136 
copying, 136 
dramatizing a novel, uS 
performance in a theatre, 139 

buxlesque may not infringe original, uS 
criminal proceedings against infringer, 148 

music pirates, 149 
damages recoverable, 145 
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COPYRIGHT, INFRINGEMENT OF-continued. 
extracts from copyright works, when permissible, 140 

for school books, 142, 157 
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"fair dealing" with copyright works, when permissible, 139, 140, 157 
infringing copies and plates, deemed to be property of copyright owner, 

·145 
dealing with, 138 · 
importation of into United Kingdom, 138 

prevention of, 151 
" on sale or return" must be recalled, 139 
seizure of on criminal prosecution, 149 

"innocent infringer" defined, 147 
no damages awarded against, 147 

injunction against infringers, 146, 147 
intention to infringe, when material, 137, 138, i40, 147, 148 
newspaper report of political speech does not infringe copyright, 142 

summary, from copyright work, when permissible, 139. 140, 157 
. articles. See CoPYRIGHT, INTERNATIONAL AND FoREIGN 

printers, infringement by, 137 
public sculptures, etc., photographs of do not infringe copyright, 142 
reading extracts in public, when permissible, 143 
school books, can contain short extracts from copyright works, 142, 157 

COPYRIGHT, INTERNATIONAL AND FOREIGN 
American author's copyright in United Kingdom, 161, 162 
Berlin and Berne Conventions, scope of, 153, 154 

- countries adhering to, 155 
"first publication" in United Kingdom, defined, 161, 162 

in countries adhering to Berlin Convention, 154 
foreign authors, when works of protected, ng, 154, 161 
German and Austro-Hungarian copyrights, war-time provisions as to, 156 
magazine articles, provisions as to certain countries, 158 
newspaper articles, prohibition of copying necessary, 158 
translations, defined, 156 

unauthorized, not protected as against original author, 156 
into and from certain languages, special provisions as to, 

156, 157 

COPYRIGHT IN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ad interim protection, 161, 220 
assignments. formalities necessary, x6o, 221 
British subjects can acquire, 16o, 222 
conditions necessary to secure protection, 16o, 161, 162, 219, 220 
importation into U.S.A. of books printed abroad, 161, 206 
notice of claim, must be printed on title-page, x6o, 219 
printing and typesetting must be done in U.S.A., I6o, 161, 220 
registration at Copyright Office, how effected, x6o, 219 
term of copyright, 16o, 221 

ad interim protection, 161, 220 
what may be subject of copyright, 159, 219, 220 

CORPORATION 
can sue for libel, 16 

and be sued, 23 

COSTS IN LIBEL ACTIONS 
not to be considered in assessing damages, 71. 
unsuccessful party usually ordered to pay, 72 
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COURT 
photographing or sketching in, prohibited, 1 to 
juvenile; press representatives not to be excluded from, 7, 36, 106 

"CRIME INVESTIGATOR" 
· activities of in relation to contempt o£ court, 96 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS 
matter likely to prejudice trial is a contempt of court, 95 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTION 
copyright, for knowingly infringing, 148 

for music piracy, 149 
for defamatory libel, when may be instituted, 77 

on dead man or class of persons, 78, 79 
defences to, 78, 8o 

justification, 78 
in newspapers, when leave of High Court Judge 

necessary, 81 
when may be dealt with summarily 

by magistrate, So, 81 
procedure on, 82 
publication to party defamed sufficient, 79 
punishment, 79, 83 
for illegal matter in reports of judicial proceedings, 

· 40, go, no, 1 n 
who can be convicted, 111, 172 

threats to publish libel to extort money, etc., 79 
when accused knew libel was false, 79 

and see SEDITIOUS LIBEL, BLASPHEMOUS LIBEL, 0BSCENB LIBEL 

CRITICISM, when it may be libellous, IO, SD-53 

CROWN COPYRIGHT 
cases in which it will and will not be enforced, 133 

and see CoPYIUGBT 

DAMAGES 
for breach of advertising contract, 192 

infringement of copyright, 145 
libel, assessment of, 71, 73 

by whom payable, 68 
" contemptuous " damages, 71 
costs of action not to be considered in assessing, 12 
" exemplary " damages, 71 
indemnities against, validity of, 6g, 172 
Initigation of, on account of plaintiff's bad reputation, 72 

where libel copied from another paper, 73 
if plaintiff has obtained damages from another 

paper, 74 
where apology made, 74 

" noininal " damages, 71 
payment into Court with plea in Initigation, 75 
where several actions brought for same libel, 73 

specific, distinguished from general damage, 70 
general loss of business may be, 67 
must be proved in actions of trade libel and slander of title, 58, 66 
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DEAD MAN 
no civil action lies for defamation of, 16 
but criminal proceedings may sometimes be brought, 78 

DEFAMATION. See LIBEL 

DICTIONARY 
copyright in, ns 
DIRECTORY 
copyright in, 115 

DIVORCE REPORTS 
prohibited details in, 40, uo, 111 · 

DOMINIONS, SELF-GOVERNING 
copyright in, 15~ 

DRAMATIC WORK 
defined, II5 · 
copyright infringed if converted into a novel, uS 

EDITOR 
authority of to bind proprietor, 170 
duty of in regard to MSS. sent for consideration, 173 
decision of, as to prize-winner of competition, when final, 177 
employment of, 170, 171 

notice necessary to terminate, 171 . 

2JI 

indemnity to employer against insertion of illegal matter is invalid, 172 
liability for contempt of court, 108, 170 

illegal matter in divorce. report, III, 170, 17z 
libel, to civil action, 20, 170 

· to criminal proceedings, So, gz, 170 

ELECTIONS 
candidate or agent must give all orders for printing and advertising, 200 
candidates, false statements concerning, 197 

injunction against making, 198 
penalties for making, 199 

newspaper advertising to procure candidate's election, when illegal, io1 
printed matter, imprint of printer and publisher on, zoz 

EMPLOYER 
when first owner of copyright of work of employees, IZS 
liability of for infringement of copyright by employees, 137 

libels published by employees, zz 

FACULTY OF ADVOCATES, LIBRARY OF 
right to demand copy of book, zo8 

FAIR COMMENT 
comment honestly made is not necessarily fair, 53 
distinguished from plea of privilege, 47 

justification, 4 7 
essential requisites of, 57 
facts on which comment based should be true, 54 

should be separated from comment, 54 
when need not be justified, ss 
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FAIR COMMENT-continued. 
improper motives imputed, 56 . 
matters of public interest, what are, 48 
on Blue Book, 56 

judicial proceedings, 39, 49, 56 
literary works, so, 53 

plea of, fails if writer actuated by malice, 53 
is not confined to press writers, 7, 48 

FICTITIOUS CHARACTER , 
in literary work, may be defamatory of real person, 14 

GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL 
proceedings on statutory inquiry by, absolutely privileged, 26 

reports of are privileged, 36 

GENERAL WARRANTS, declared illegal in 1765, 3 

HEADLINES . 
libel contained in, 17 
must be " fair and accurate " in report of judicial proceedings, 38 

IMPRINT 
books imported into United States of America, imprint on, 206 
election matter must bear name and address of printer and publisher, 

. ' 202, 206 
false, may result in libel action, 206 
"jobbed" work should bear imprint of actual printer, 205 
newspapers, imprint on, 206 . 
printer's name and address to be printed on matter, 204 

exceptions, 204, 205 
penalties for not imprinting printer's name and address, 204 

· publisher liable as well as printer, 206 
reservation of foreign copyright, when necessary, 206 

INDECENT. PUBLICATIONS. See OBSCENE LIBEL 

INDEMNITY 
against consequences of printing illegal matter, is invalid, 69, 172, 193 

INFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT. See CoPYRIGHT, INFRINGEMENT OF 

INJUNCTION 
contempt of court, when injunction granted, 108 
copyright, injunctions against infringement, 146 
false statements at elections, when restrained by injunction, 199 
libel, to prevent repetition of, 75 

INNUENDO 
libellous, defined, 11-13 

JOCKEY CLUB STEWARDS 
inquiry by, is not a "judicial proceeding " so as to be absolutely privileged, 

26 
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JOURNALIST . 
authority and responsibilities of, 172 
employment of, 172 
free-lance, legal position of, 173 
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contributions by, 127, 173 
nom de plume, right to use of, 173 
restriction on employment after termination of service is invalid, .172 

JUDGMENT AND JUDGE'S SUMMING-UP 
report of, is " fair and accurate " even if evidence not reported, 39 

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
absolute privilege of statements made in course of, 24, 25 
e:r parte proceeding, reports of, privileged, 36 
photographing persons concerned in, no 
reports of in newspapers, privileged, 27, 35, 40 

· if " fair and accurate," 37 
contain 'no blasphemous or indecent 

matter, 39, 40, 90 
if published contemporaneously, 39 
of proceedings publicly heard, 36 
must contain only what is stated in 

Court, 38 
should contain no comment, 39 

reports of matrimonial cases, restrictions on, 40, no, nx 
details permitted, I 11 
subordinates cannot be prosecuted for 

illegal report, 1 II, 172 
reports of in relation to contempt of court, 39, 96 . 
result of, should be reported if evidence reported, 37 
what are, 36 
when " pending,'' 94 

JUSTIFICATION OF LIBEL 
danger attending plea of, 18 
in civil proceedings is a conclusive answer, 17 
in criminal prosecutions defendant must also prove publication for the 

must be of whole libel, 17 

JUVENILE COURTS 

public benefit, 4, 17. 78 

press representatives not to be excluded from, 7. 36, 106 

LAW SOCIETY'S COMMITTEE 
proceedings on statutory inquiry by, absolutely privileged, 26 

LECTURE 
copyright in, how protected, 141 
defined, I 40 ' 
political speech, copyright not infringed by newspaper report. 142 
wireless broadcast " talk,'' copyright protection of, 141 

LETTERS, copyright in, 115 

LIBEL . 
action for must be brought within six years of publication, 19 
anyone authorizing publication liable therefor, 21 
candidates at elections, libels on, SeiJ ELECTIONS 
class, libel on will not ground a civil action, 16 

but criminal proceedings Inight lie, 78 
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LIBEL--4:otdinue4. 
copying libel from another newspaper, 20 
c:riminal prosecution for. Su CanuNAL PaOSltCV110N 
deceased person, libel on, 16, 78 
defamatory libel defined, 9 
fictitious character denoting real person, 14 
intention to libel immaterial, 14 
parties liable to action for libel, 19 
publication, meaning of, 19 
repetition of libel, restrainable by injunction, 75, 199 
slander of title and trade libel, distinguished from defamation, 9, 10, 58, 65 

LIBRARIES 
delivery of books to, 't07 
list of libraries entitled to copies on demand, 208 
penalties on publishers for non-compliance, 209 
what publications can be demanded, 208 
when and where delivery must be made, zo8 

LICENSING JUSTICES AND COMMITI'EES 
proceedings of not absolutely privileged, z6 

reports of in newspapers privileged, 45 

LISTS OF COUNTY COURT JUDGMENTS 
when defamatory, 12, 13, 31 

LITERARY WORK 
criticism of, as fair comment, so 

· danger of attacking character of author, 53 
defined for purposes of copyright, ns 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
right of press representatives to attend meetings of, 7• 46 

LONDON GAZETTE 
oflicial notifications in, absolutely privileged, 26 

LOTTERY 
advertisement relating to, price cannot be recovered, 193 
chance determines prize-winners, 177, 178 
competition involving sidll is not, 178, 18o, 182 
defuied, 177 
distinguished from betting competitions. 188 
gratuitous chance, what is, 177 
penalties for organizing lotteries, 182 

selling tickets, 18 3 
printing or publishing advertisements or tickets, 183 
publishing proposals for lotteries, 184 

schemes illegal as lotteries, 178 
"missing words," 178 
" winning numbers," 178, 18o 
•• winning spots," 178 
'' last lines of limericks," 179 

· schemes declared legal, 18o 
"coincidences" or "bullets," 181 
estimating births or deaths, 18o 
forecasting sporting results, 181 
Art Union lotteries, 181 
voting on popular personages, etc., 182 
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MAGAZINE ARTICLES . 
copyright provisions as regards Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Greece and 

Holland, 158 

MALICE 
actual and implied, 28 
comment cannot be fair if critic actuated by malice, 53 
defined, 32 
how proved, 33 

who must prove, 33, 68 
privilege, how affected by malice, 28 

MAP, copyright in, 115 

MATRIMONIAL CASES 
reports of, must not' contain evidence or counsel's speeches, 40, uo, III 

penalties for printing and publishing prohibited report, Ul 
permitted details, xu 
persons who can be convicted, III 

MUTINY 
incitement of members of H.M. forces to, 88 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES 
right of to copies of certain books on demand, 208 

NAVAL AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
reports of and statements to, when privileged, 26 

NEWSAGENTS, 
liability of, for publishing libel, 20 

NEWS 
copyright in, n6 

NEWSPAPER 
advertisements to procure election of candidates, when illegal, 201 
articles in, when foreign papers may copy, 157, 158 
consolidation of libel actions against newspapers, 73 
copying libel from another newspaper, 20 
definition of, in Newspaper Libel and Legislation Act, 1881, 35. 210 

in Post Office Act, 1908, 213 
magistrates' powers of dealing with newspaper libel prosecution, So, 81 
proprietor of, civilly responsible for libels in paper, 22 

defence to criminal prosecution for libel, 8o . 
prosecution for newspaper libel only by leave of High Court Judge, 81 
reports of judicial proceedings privileged, 27, 40 
registration of. See REGISTRATION OF NEWSPAPERS. 
summary of copyright work in, is not an infringement, 139, 140, 157 

NEWSPAPER INSURANCES 
payment of revenue duty on, 196 

NEWSPAPER STAMP DUTIES, abolished, 5 

OBSCEXE LIBEL 
advertising indecent books, when illegal, 91 
defences to prosecution for, 92 
defined, 90 

R 
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. OBSCENE LIBEL-canti11ued. 
good intentions of author immaterial, go 
post, sending indecent matter through the, 91 
report of judicial proceedings must not contain indecent matter, -40, go 
seizure of copies of obscene books, etc., by order of magistrate, 91 

OFFICIAL NOTICES 
when publication subject of qualified privilege, 31 

OFFICIAL SECRETS 
publication of naval, military and official information, when prohibited, 88 

PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS 
altering artist's work, when not permitted, 150 
fraudulently affixing artist's name, penalties for, 150 

PARLIAMENT 
breach of privileges of-

by inaccurate reports of proceedings, II I 
by libels on either House, Speaker, or members, 112 
by prematurely publishing draft reports of committees, etc., U2 
punishment for,. II3 

Courts will not inquire into commitment, 113 
extracts from parliamentary reports, papers, etc., subject of qualified 

privilege, 30 
papers, reports, etc., published by authority absolutely privileged, 25 
proceedings of, absolutely privileged, 25 · 

PATENT 

reports privileged in absence of malice, 40 
prohibited until 1771, 2 

threats of action for infringement of, when actionable, 63 

PAYMENT INTO COURT; See DAMAGES 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
copyright in, 1 15 

duration of, 120 
first owner of, 127 
prior to xgn, 123 

of architectural works, public sculptures, etc., do not infringe artists' 
copyright, 142 

of parties and witnesses in judicial proceedings, when prohibited, 110 
· penalties for taking and publishing, no 

POLITICAL SPEECH 
newspaper report of is not an infringement of copyright, 142 

PRESS REPRESENTATrvES 
right to be present at meetings of local authorities, 7• 46 

in Juvenile Courts, 7, 46 

PRESS TELEGRAMS 
regulations as to, 217 
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PRINTERS 
contracts by, 174 . . . . 
election matter must bear tmpnnt of pnnter and publisher, 202 
duties of to imprint name and address on work, 204 

and see IMPRINT 
to preserve one copy of matter printed, 207 

excepted matter, 207 
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penalty for non-observance, 207 
to register newspaper, 211 

false imprint, may result in libel action, 206 
infringement of copyright by printers, 137 
libellous matter, printers liable for publication of, 20 

damages payable by, 68 
protected by author's privilege, 29 
cannot be compelled to print, 74 

master-printer, can be prosecuted for illegal matter in divorce report, III 

PRIVILEGE 
absolute, defined, 24 

of Acts of State, 26 
in judicial proceedings, 24, 25 
in proceedings in Parliament, 25 
of reports of judicial proceedings, 27, 35, 40 . 

plea of privilege is a defence to criminal libel prosecution, 77. 78 
but not if libel is obscene or seditious, 92 

qualified, is destroyed by proof of malice, 25 
of extracts from parliamentary papers, 30 

statutory registers, 31 
of notices published at request of certain local authorities, 31 
of reports of judicial proceedings, 40 

parliamentary proceedings, 40 
public meetings, 41 

of statements made in discharge of legal, moral, or social 
duty, 28 

between parties having a common interest, 29 
made in self defence, 30 

PRIVILEGES OF THE PRESS 
summarized, 6 

PROPRIETOR OF NEWSPAPER 
civil liability of, for libels, 20 
criminal liability, So . 
leave of High Court Judge necessary before proprietor can be prosecuted 

registration of, 2 n 
for libel, 81 

reports of matrimonial cases, proprietor liable for illegal matter in, xu 
PUBLICATION 
meaning of, as regards libellous matter, 19 

copyright, 119, 154, 161, 162 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
n"ports of, conditions under which privileged, 41, 42 

n~e.ssity for careful editing, 43 
pnvilege lost on refusal to insert letter of correction, 44 

covers only matters of public concern, 42 
. . only relates to meetings lawfully held,- 44 

what ts a " public meeting," 45 · 

s 
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PUBLISHER 
agreements with authors, requisites of, 165-170 
assignments by publishers of licences granted by authors, 169 
.contract with author to write work and assign copyright, 125, 126, t66 
civil liability of, for libels, 20 . 
criminal liability, So 

· as to newspaper libels, So, St 
duty of to deliver copies of books to libraries, 208 

newspaper publisher as to registration, 2II 
exclusive licence to publisher, effect of, 167 
reports of matrimonial cases, publisher liable for illegal matter in, 1 I I 
rights of, when author assigns copyright, 129, 165 

whe~ granted licence to publish, 129, 167 

READING IN PUBLIC 
when not an infringement of author's copyright, 143 

REGISTERS, PUBLIC 
extracts from, subject of qualified privilege, 31 

REGISTRATION OF NEWSPAPERS 
compulsory, unless newspaper owned by joint stock company, 210 

inspection of register, 2IZ 
"newspaper" defined, 210 
mortgages of newspaper should be registered, 212 
particulars required, 2Il 
when return must be made, 211 
who must make return, 211 

· penalties for failure, 2U 
for inland postal purposes, what papers can be registered, 213 

· privileged postal rates, 214 
title and date must appear on every page, 213 
is voluntary, 212 
where registration effected, 213 

for Canadian and Newfoundland post, 215 
conditions of registration, 216 
confined to registered periodicals, 

215 
privileged postal rates, 216 

REPORTS 
indecent matter in reports of judicial proceedings, 40, go 
privilege attaching t() newspaper reports, 27, 32, 34 
prohibited details in reports of matrimonial cases, no, III 

and see JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS; PARLIAMENT; PRIVILEGE; and 
PuBLIC MEETINGS 

REPUTATION 
injury to, is essence of defamatory libel, 9 

ROYALTIES 
.agreement to pay usually negatives assignment of copyright, 167 
liability of assignee of copyright from publisher to pay royalties, 166 

SCHOOL BOOKS 
short passages from copyright works can be published in, 142 



INDEX 

SEDITIOUS LIBEL 
defamatory libel on King is a, 87 

Judges and Court officials is seditious. 88 
defences to prosecution for, gz 
"fair comment" cannot be pleaded as a defence, 92 
historical development of law as to, 84 
incitement to violence now essence of offence, 87 
intention of author not material, 87 
justification cannot be pleaded in defence, 92 
modem definition, 86 
seizure of co~ies of seditious libel, 89 

SERMON 
is a " lecture " for copyright purposes, qo 

SLANDER OF TITLE 
advertisements which constitute, 6o 
bona fide claim of right provides good defence, 6o 
defined, 59 

and see TRADE LIBEL. 

STOLEN PROPERTY 
illegal advertisements relating to, 194 

THEATRE 
unauthorized performance of copyright play in, 139 

TITLE OF BOOK OR NEWSPAPER 
extent of legal protection of user of, II7, 212 

TRADE LIBEL 
distinguished from defamation, 9, IO, 58, 65 
criminal prosecution cannot be brought for, ,58 
plaintiff must prove malice, falsity, and actual damage, 58 
statements disparaging trader's goods, 61 

that trader is giving up business, 64 
threats of·legal proceedings for infringing patents, etc., 63, 64 

TRADE UNION 
cannot be sued for libel, 23 
when trustees may be sued, 23 

TRANSLATION 
copyright in, 156 

and see CoPYRIGHT, INTERNATIONAL AND FOREIGN 

TRIAL 
when public may be excluded from, 36, 106 

TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN, LIBRARY 
right of to copy of book on demand, 208 

239 



INDEX 

VENEREAL DISEASE 
illegal advertisements relating to, 195 

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 
liability of· for publishing libel, 20 

WITNESSES 
evidence of, how it should be reported, 39 
prohibited details in reports of matrimonial cases, Ill 

Printed in Great Britain by Butler & Tanner Ltd., Frome and London 



BOOKS TO. READ. 
THE LAW RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVICE UNDER­

TAKINGS. By F. N. KEEN, LL.B., Barrister-at-Law, 
of the Middle Temple and the Parliamentary Bar. Demy 
8vo. 320 pp. rss. 

Based on lectures delivered at The London School of Economics, this 
book comprises a survey of the legal position of such undertakings generally, 
and a more detailed consideration of particular classes of undertaking. 

Municipal Journal.-" The book is a mine of information, and will be 
as useful to the responsible administrator as it is indispensable for the 
student. . . . We recommend the book as one of the best of its kind 
in recent years." 

EXTRATERRITORIALITY: ITS RISE AND DECLINE. 
By SHIH SHUN Lru, Ph.D. Columbia University Studies., 
Vol. n8, No. 2. ros. 

Privileges of Phrenicians and Greeks in Ancient Egypt-Germs of 
Extraterritoriality in the Roman Empire--Status of the Hansa Merchants 
Abroad-In the Levant prior to 1453-ln the Far East-Annexation­
Transfer of Jurisdiction-Protection-Unilaterial Cancellation-Diplo­
matic Negotiation. 

THE ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY OF INSURANCE, 
INCLUDING THE CONTRACT OF BOTTOMRY. 
By C. F. TRENERRY, B.A., D.Sc., A.I.A. Demy 8vo. 
330 pp. ISS. 

Part I.-Origin and Development of Contract of Bottomry and 
Respondentia down to the Eleventh Century. 

Part H.-Traces of Methods of Insurance other than Life known to 
the Ancients. 

Part III.-Whether Life Assurance was known to the Ancients. 
Part IV.-Development of Modem Insurance from the family group 

system as exemplified in Belgium. 

NATIONAL AND LOCAL FINANCE. A Review of the 
Relations between the Central and Local Authorities in 
England, France, Belgium and Prussia during the Nine­
teenth Century. By J. WATSON GRICE, B.Sc., with a 
Preface by Rt. Ron. SIDNEY WEBB, LL.B., M.P. Demy 
8vo. 404 pp. 12s. 

Local and Central Finance in ENGLAND.-First period : from the Reform 
Act to the Repeal of the Com Laws. Second period: (1846-74) First 
Grants in Aid to Local Authorities; the Administration of the Early 
Grants. Third period: (1874-96) The assigned Revenues and Adminis­
tration. 

FRANCE.-Central and Deconcentrated Control. The Finances of the 
French Departments. Communal Revenues in France. Central Assist-
ance to Local Bodies in France. · 

BELGIUM.-Relations of Belgian Authorities. Belgian Provincial and 
Communal Resources. 

PRusstA.-Central aid to Local Authorities in Prussia. 
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WAGES AND THE STATE: A COMPARATIVE STUDY 

OF THE PROBLEMS OF STATE WAGE REGU­
LATION. By E. M. BuRNS, B.Sc. Derny 8vo. 450 pp. 
I6s. 

State regulation of wages through Wages Boards and Arbitration Courts 
has become an important feature of industrial organization in many parts 
of the world. It is the purpose of this book to make available the 
experience which has been gained in wage regulation in Europe, Aus­
_!ralasia, the United States and Canada. 

HISTORY OF FACTORY LEGISLATION. By B. L. 
HuTCHINS and A. HARRISON, D.Sc., with a Preface by Right 
Hon. SIDNEY WEBB, LL.B. Third Edition, revised, with 
a new Chapter. Derny 8vo. 298 pp. gs. · 

This book contains a brief description of the origin of Factory Legis· 
lation and a full history of its development from x8oo onwards. 

Originally published in 1903, it was the first systematic and complete 
analysis of .its subject and ranks to-day as a standard work of reference. 

FACTORY LEGISLATION AND ITS ADMINISTRA· 
TION, 1891-1924. By H. A. MEss, B.A. Derny 8vo. 
228 pp. I2S. 6d. 

The last thirty years or so have seen a great deal attempted and a good 
deal acComplished in the matter of factory legislation and its administra­
tion. It is the purpose of this book to give a history of those efforts, to 
record the achievements, and to point out and comment on some omissions 
and some failures of the period. 

THE BRITISH TRADE BOARDS SYSTEM : AN 
ENQUIRY INTO ITS OPERATION. By DoRoTHY 
SELLS, Ph.D. Demy 8vo. 304 pp. with 4 graphs. I2S. 6d. 

The :Minimum Wage in various occupations has been considered and 
fixed by the Trade Boards established by the Act of 1909. It is frequently 
asked by persons concerned with reconstruction problems in the field of 
labour : " How has the Trade Board System developed in Great Britain, 
and how has it worked under the test of time and economic chaos ? " 
This book is an attempt to answer the question in so far as it is possible 
to do so from available information. 
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THE INCOME TAX IN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE 

UNITED STATES. By HARRISON B. SPAULDING, Ph.D. 
Demy Svo. 280 pp. 12s. 

In both Great Britain and the United States the income tax is the 
principal source of public revenue, and a comparative study of the income 
tax laws of these two great English·speaking nations has long been needed. 
This book is an attempt to meet this demand. 

BRITISH INCOMES AND PROPERTY. The Application 
of Official Statistics to Economic Problems. By SIR 
JosiAH STAMP, G.B.E., D.Sc., Guy Medallist of the Royal 
Statistical Society and late of the Inland Revenue Depart· 
ment. Second Edition, with additional Tables from 1914 
to 1918. Demy Svo. 543 pp. xss. 

Analysis of Official Statistics-Schedule A: Real Property, Income 
from Land, Houses, etc.-Schedule B: Use of Land-Inhabited House 
Duty-Schedule D: Profits from Business-The Taxable Capacity of 
Ireland-The National Capital: Observations on Giffen's Method-The 
National Income-The Distribution of Income and the Number of Tax­
payers. 

FAMILY ALLOWANCES IN PRACTICE: An Examina­
tion of the Family Wa~e System and of the Com­
pensation Fund in Bel~ium, France, Germany and 
Holland. By HuGH H. R. VIBART, M.A., B.Litt. Demy 
8vo. z6o pp. xos. 6d. 

This book is an attempt to describe the short but remarkable history of 
the Family Wage System in Europe, and in some measure to examine the 
reactions and the problems to which its rapid development has given rise. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN MANY LANDS. By G. 
MoNTAGU HARRIS, O.B.E., M.A. Demy 8vo. 3SO pp. tss. 

Contents : France- Belgium-Holland- Italy-Spain-Denmark­
Sweden......,Norway~ermany: Prussia, Saxony, Wurtemberg, Bavaria, 
and Baden-Switzerland-Eastern Europe : Esthonia, Czecho-Slovakia­
Great Britain and Ireland: England and Wales, Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and Irish Free State-British Overseas Dominions : Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and British India-United States 
of America-Japan. 
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THE ECONOMlCS OF WAGES AND LABOUR. By 
· NoRA MILNES, B.Sc. Demy 8vo. 200 pp. 8s. 6d. 

This book exam~es certain economic principles which determine in· 
dustrial prosperity. An understanding of the questions raised is essential 

· to all who desire to improve the relations between Capital and Labour. 

THE , ORDINARY MAN'S OWN ACCOUNTS. By 
BM/F AX 5· Crown 8vo. 160 pp. ss. 

This book endeavours to show in simple language how the ordinary man 
may keep proper accounts of his income and expenditure, his assets and 
liabilities. It is not concerned with the accounts which he keeps in his 

·trade or business, but only with those which relate to the management of 
his own affairs as a private individual. 

THE TOWN-PLANNING HANDBOOK, including full 
text of the Town-planning (Consolidating) Act, 1925. 
By RICHARD REiss, Chairman of the Executive of the 
Garde~ Cities and Town Planning Association. 130 pp. 3s. 

The purpqse of this book is to provide in compact form the information 
necessary· for an understanding of the problems connected with town· 
planning and of the legislation on the subject. 

THE NEW HOUSING HANDBOOK. By Captain R. L. 
REISS, Chairman of the Executive Committee, Garden 
Cities and Town Planning Association, Vice-Chairman of 
the Housing Advisory Committee of the Labour Party. 
Crown 8vo. 200 pp. 4S· 6d. 

This handbook has been prepared especially to present in a convenient 
form the main facts with regard to housing, the legislation, including the 
Wheatley Act, .and necessary information with regard to administration, 
building trade labour, etc • 
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