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PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION

THE present volume covers the period from July 16 to November
6, 1917, i.e., from the critical July days to the October Revolution.
The major portion of this volume consists of Lenin’s articles and
letters written while he was obliged to seek refuge in illegality on
account of the persecutions by the Kerensky government and its
agents. Although the volume is large, not everything written by
Lenin has been included. Many political letters addressed to the
Central Committee or to its individual members, known to have
been written by Lenin, are still missing, so that only a part of this
bighly important correspondence is to be found in this volume.
A further careful study of the files of the Party press from July to
November, 1917, will probably reveal that many of the unsigned
articles and notes, published in these papers, were written by Lenin.

To avoid making the volume too bulky, it was considered desirable
to divide it into two books. The first contains articles and letters
written between July 16 and September 29; the second, his writings
between the latter date and November 6. n addition, Book I includes
the larger essay “The Threatening Catastrophe and How to Fight
It,” and Book II opens with “Will the Bolsheviks Retain State
Power?” and closes with Lenin’s classic “State and Revolution,”
which appears in a sorely needed revised translation.

All the appendices are given at the end of Book II with the
exception of the explanatory notes relating to the writings included
in Book I which will be found at the end of this book. The
“Documents and Materials” section is larger than in the volumes
hitherto published. The elucidation of the political preparation
of the October uprising and the struggle against the Right opposition
which fought against the uprising, demanded fuller documentation.
In view of the special importance of the October 23 and 29 sessions
of the Central Committee of the Party which Lenin attended and at
which he made the historic speeches in support of the proposed
armed uprising, it was considered advisable to include the proceed-
ings of these sessions, even if incompletely recorded.

The preparation of the “Chronology of Lenin’s Life” was fraught
with difficulties. Exact information regarding Lenin's illegal ex-
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12 PREFACE

istence and his peregrinations as a result of it from the outskirts
of Petrograd to Helsingfors, then to Vyborg and again to Petrograd,
is not available. The many reminiscences of participants are to a
great extent contradictory and cannot therefore be considered trust-
worthy., Therefore, the dates are given only approximately.

This volume, which forms Volume XXI of Lenin’s Collected
Works—together with Volume XX, published under the title The
Revolution of 1917—makes available in English the writings,
speeches and correspondence of Lenin which cover the period from
the bourgeois revolution and the overthrow of the Tsar in March,
to the proletarian revolution and the establishment of the Soviet
Government in November, 1917.



