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PREFATORY NOTE 

IT was found convenient, for reasons set forth in the 
Prefatory Note to ltfaria Tkel'esa, to treat the reigns of 
Marla Theresa a~d her son Joseph as a continuous 
peri~d. Hence the present volume is a direct continua­
tion of .Maria Th.et·esa. 



CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I 

THE PARTITION OF POLAND 

1763-1769 

Maria Theresa's position after the Seven Years' War-Her love of 
peace- Death of Augustus Ill. of Poland- Question of 
the Succession-Election of Stanislaus-Friendly approaches 
betwllen Austria and Prussia, for the purpose of checki.Dg 
Russian encroachments ill Poland-Suggested meeting between 
Joseph and Frederick-War breaks out between Russia and 
Turkey-Threatening character of the Russian successes­
Ka.unitz suggests a new system of alliances-It is rejected by 
Joseph-The first meeting between Joseph and Frederick at 
Neisse, 1769-lt is without result-On the Turkish request 
for a joint intervention from Austria and Prussia, a second 
meeting is held a.t Neustadt, in which Kaunitz takes part--It 
is left to Frederick to check the a.d vanoes of Russia ~ Page 1 

CHAPTER II 

THE PARTITION OF POLAND-con.Wnum 

1770-1773 . 
The three lines of policy taken by Maria Theresa, Joseph, 

and Ka.unitz-Joseph's is practically adopted-Consequent 



viii JOSEPH II 

convention with Turkey-Austrian occupation of Zips-The 
unreality of Austria's warlike attitude confessed by Maria 
Theresa- Many suggestions made by Kaunitz- Frederick 
suggests a partition of Poland-Maria Theresa shrinks from 
it, and suggests other terms-Frederick induces the Czarina to 
agree to it-Austria accepts it-The Polish consent is obtained 
-The Treaty of Partition-Character of the three rulers of 
Austria as illustrated by it . Page 26 

CHAPTER III 

THE SUPPRESSION OF THE JKSlCITS 

1768-liii 

Depressed position of the Papacy-Conciliatory action of Benedict 
XIV. postpones a crisis-The Bourbon courts attack the 
Jesuits-Clement XIII. supports the Order-The Bourbons 
demand the co-operation of Maria Theresa-Her modified 
adhesion to their demand-Accession of Clement XIV., an 
avowed enemy of the Jesuits-Maria Theresa accepts the brief 
for the suppression of the Order-Kaunitz's opinion as to 
reforms required in the Church-Maria Theresa leaves them 
to be carried out by her son-Her educational reforms . 55 

CHAPTER IV 

DIFFICULTIES OF THE CO-REGENCY 

1773-1777 

Acquisition of the Bucovine.-Acquisitive character of Joseph­
His rough t·efusal of Kaunitz's advice- Kaunitz resigns, 
December 1773 -Maria Theresa refuses his resignation­
Joseph's impatience at the defects of the Council of State an 
additional reason for the chancellor's resignation-Joseph 
resigns, January 1774-.Maria Theresa persuades him to become 
reconciled with Kaunitz-Outbreaks of the pensa.ntry in 
Bohemia-Divided feelings of Maria Theresa on the matter-



CONTENTS ix 

She offers to resign, May 1775-Joseph and Kaunitz differ as 
to the treatment of the peasantry-Maria Theresa disapproves 
of Joseph's reforming principles- He again threatens to 
resign, December 1775-Kaunitz again resigns, March 1776-
Maria Theresa contrives to smooth over the quarrel-Final 
settlement of the status of the peasant . . P~ 70 

CHAPTER V 

THE llAVARIAN SUCCESSION 

1777-1780 

The approaching death of :11-fa:x:imilian of Bavaria-convention 
with Charles Theodore the heir-On Maximilian's death 
Joseph occupies the ceded territories-The Bavariaris apply to 
Frederick, who persuades the Duke of Deuxponts to repudiate 
the convention-Efforts of .Kaunitz to induce Frederick to 
withdraw his opposition-Maria Theresa foresees their futility 
-Frederick enters upon the war- Maria Theresa, contrat·y 
to Joseph's wishes, despatches Thugut to treat for peace­
His efforts unavailing-Indecisive campaign-No help from 
either France or Russia-The mediation of France is sought 
-The Czarina imposes her views upon the belligerenta-Con­
gress of Teschen-Joseph's growing conviction that the 
French alliance was useless-He seeks the friendship of the 
Czarina-His visit to Mohileff-Maria Theresa's death • 91 

CHAPTER ·VI 

JOSEPH'S REFORMS 

1780-1790 

Character of the Emperor-Peculia.rities which neutralised his 
sensible reforms-His idea of the State-Reforms involved in 
his idea-Of the provincial Estates-Of the Church-Of the 
machinery of government-Of the position of the peasantry-



X JOSEPH II 

Of taxation-Of law-Of education-Universal dissatisfaction 
aroused by the reforms. . Page 127 

CHAPTER VII 

FOP.EIGN AFFAIRS 

1780-1785 

Joseph determines to trust to Russia-He assists the Czarina in 
her negotiations with Turkey-Refuses to join in her great · 
scheme-Attempts the opening of the Scheldt-War with 
Holland-Treaty of Fontainebleau-Influence of Kaunitz in 
foreign affairs-Revival of the plan of the Bavarian exchange 
-Its failure-The Fiirstenbund . . 149 

CHAPTER VIII 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS-contimted 

1786-1790 

Death of Frederick-Joseph thinks of friendship with Prussia-Is 
persuaded to retain his old policy-His visit to Catherine­
Outbreak of the Turkish war-Joseph as a commander-His 
disasters-He returns to Vienna, ill-Hertzberg's plan of 
arbitration-Prussia strengthened by the Triple Alliance­
Rising difficulties in Belgium.:...Joseph's dread of Prussian 
intervention-His eager desire for peace . 169 

CHAPTER IX 

BELGIUM AND HUNGARY 

1784-1790 

The free character of the Belgian constitution-Opposition excited 
by the introduction of Joseph's reforms-The edicts of 1787-



CONTENTS. :xi 

The Viceroys compelled to withdraw them-Joseph insists on 
them-He appoints Trautmansdorf and D'Alton-The opposi­
tion becomes revolutionary-Army of emigrants invades Bel­
gium-Its successes-Failure of Kobenzl's mission-Belgium 
is lost-Difficulties in Hungary-Character of the Hungarian 
constitution-Opposition to Joseph's attempt to Germanise­
lntroduction of his administrative system, and equal taxation 
-Abolition of serfdom-Rising of emancipated serfs under 
Horjah........Joseph's demand for assistance in the Turkish war 
refused-The Hungarians demand a diet-They appeal to 
Prussia-Danger of the loss of Hungary-Joseph's view of his 
position-He renounces his Hungarian reforms-His illness 
and death-Appreciation of his character . Page 189 



jforefgn Statesmen Series. 
Edited by]. B. BURY, M.A., Regius Professor of 

Modern History at Cambridge. 

Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. each. 

CHARLES THE GREAT. ByTHOMASHODGKIN, 
D.C.L., Author of Italy and Her Invaders, etc. 

PlfiLIP AUGUSTUS. By Rev. W. H. HUTTON, 
Fellow and Tutor of St. John's College,· Oxford. 

WILLIAM THE SILENT. By FREDERIC 
HARRISON. 

PHILIP THE SECOND OF SPAIN. By 
Colonel MARTIN HUME. 

RICHELIEU. By R. LODGE, Professor of History in 
the University of Edinburgh. 

MARIA THERESA. By J. FRANCK BRIGHT, D.O. 

JOSEPH II. By J. FRANCK BRIGHT, D.D. 

MIRABEAU. By P. F. WILLERT, Fellow of Exeter 
College, Oxford. 

COSIMO pE MEDICI. By Miss K. D. EWART, 

CAVOUR. By the Countess MARTINENGO C~SARESCO. 

MAZARIN. By ARTHUR HASSALL, Student and Tutor 
of Christ Church, Oxford. 

CATHERINE II. By J. B. BuRY, 'Regius Professor 
of Modern History in the University of Cambridge. 

[In preparation. 

MACMILLAN AND CO., LTD., LONDON. 



~wel\"e JEnglfab $tateanten. 
Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. each. 

* *' * A Series of Short Biographies, not designed to be 
a complete roll of famous Statesmen, but to present in 
historic order the lives and work of those leading actors 
in our affairs who by their direct t'njluence have lift an 
abidz"ngmark on the policy, the t'nstitutions, and the position 
of Great Britain among States. 

WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. By EDWARD 
A. FREEMAN, D.C.L., LL.D., late Regius Professor of 

Modern History in the University ofOxford. 

HENRY II. By Mrs. J. R. GREEN. 

EDWARD I. By Professor T. F. TOUT, M.A. 

HENRY VII. By Dr. ]AMES GAIRDNER, 

CARDINAL WOLSEY. ByBishopCREIGHTON,D.D. 

ELIZABETH. By Professor E. S. BEESLY, M.A. 

OLIVER CROMWELL. By FREDERIC HARRISON, 

WILLIAM III. By H. D. TRAILL 

WALPOLE. By JOHN MORLEY. 

CHATHAM. By FREDERIC HARRISON. 

PITT. By LORD ROSEBERY. 
'· 

PEEL. By J. R. THURSFIELD1 M.A., late. Fellow of 

] esu~ _College, Oxford. 

MACM1L't/\N' ANiJ: CO., LTD., LONDON. 
'T H 8 


