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PREFACE

“ OU ALONE CAN POINT TO ” the contrast .

between the old Russia and the new.
This remarkably flattering remark was written
to me by the B.B.C. after my return from
Russia in the year 1934. Readers will decide
whether I live up to it! So far as was known
nobody, acquainted with the Russian language,
had visited the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics (U.S.S.R.), who had had my advartages
of having known imperial Russia intimately
from the Court to the hovel, and who had
travelled all o¥er the empire in pre-war
days,

When I took leave of the unfortunate Em-
peror Nicholas IT and the Empress Alexandra
Feodorovna in 1916, at his General Head-
quarters, for, as we believed, a few weeks, it
could not be foreseen that my next visit to
Russia would be delayed for eighteen years
and take place in such utterly different cir-
cumstances. When I met Marie Rasputin (I
forget her married name), the daughter of the

xi



PREFACE

starets, later and said somethlng about Russia,
she replied at once:

“ Ah, what used to be Russia.”

That great country has always attracted me
strongly ever since my first visit in 1888 to learn
the language, which earned for me the Civil
Service Commission’s certificate as a first-
class interpreter. Afterwards, official and pri-
vate sojourns in Russia, together with reading,
and listening occasionally to broadcasts from
Moscow, kept up my knowledge of the lan-
guage. Circumstances had prevented me from
going earlier to the U.S.S.R. after 1916 ; but
I had always hoped, in a more or less vague way,
to see the people again.

' When, in the early summer of 1934, I asked
about a visa to enable me to enter the country,

T stipulated that I should be allowed to select.

my routes at random after arriving in Lenin-
grad. If I had not been permitted to do this
I would, of course; say so in this volume.
My impressions are recorded in it, and I
_have endeavoured to contrast the new with
the old Russia, necessarily briefly and without
wearying the reader with statistics. It will
be seen that any comparison between the
conditions in our own country and those
obtaining in the U.S.S.R. is impossible, because
there is no common denominator. In spite of
xil

-



PREFACE

some social evils England is, in my opinion,
the most advanced nation in the world, whereas
‘the Russian people are, on the whole, still very
backward.

As the system is the same everywhere, with
here and there slight modifications due to
local causes, it was wiser, in my view, to con-
centrate on a few places instead of rushing
about a country which covers one-sixth of the
earth’s surface in a ring fence. .

The U.S.SR. presents an “extraordinary
paradox. Lenin realized, before it was too late,
that human nature is a factor which even he
could not with impunity ignore. To-day, of
course, the younger generation has never known
different conditions or standards of living.
Nevertheless, human nature shows itself in,
for example, the lazy temperament of the

- average Russian. He will usually take as

many holidays as he can get, whereas the Com-
munist generally spends his leisure in some
kind of social work, A high standard of duty
is expected from him, and failure to attain it
may cause him to be expelled from the Com-
munist Party, The paradox is that the Russian
also is a social and co-operative being, while
at the same time he has his own individuality.
In other words, he cannot escape competition.
To put it briefly the U.S.S.R. is nominally
xiii



PREFACE

{ Communist while strongly encouraging com-
' petition by the system of piece-wo'rk '
I went to Soviet Russia with a perfectly open
mind. But I would indeed be a striking
example of the basest ingratitude if my heart
had not been with the Society of imperial
Russia, which had for years lavished such bound-
less hospitality on me, while I have been al-
most powerless to aid its members in theif
misery and destitution. ‘
Nevertheless, in common with some Ameri-
can capitalists of Russian extraction, there are,
some of us think, certain aspects of the Soviet
- system which could advantageously be adopted
in countries more advanced than Russia. In-
deed, on January 26, 1935, Mr. Hore Belisha,
- the Minister of Transport, announced a Five
Years’ Plan for his Department | His bitterest
enemy would not term him a Bolshevik,
This volume is about the Russia of to-day.
Undoubtedly horrible things happened there
during the last few years. The most ardent
Communist would not wish to condone them,
~and I am not a Communist. An impartial
traveller might spend years in the U.S.S.R. and
he would still find something new in that land
of surprises. I have written only of that which
is actually in existence in the hope that these
pages may help to give some idea of a great
Xiv



PREFACE

nation which is bound to exercise increasingly
immense influence on the world.

The ample stocks of grain enabled bread
cards to be abolished as from January 1 last.
This is striking evidence of material progress.
In new dwellings the ground floor is to be
reserved for shops.

Excluding peasantry there were in 1928
11,000,000 employees and workers as against
some 23,000,000 to-day.

i Three-quarters of the population are 33 years
‘old or younger ; most Russians, therefore, did
not know the imperial system.,

Recent concessions to the peasantry support
my statements on pages 30, 185 and 280, that
the Soviet system is capitalist in a sense. ‘But
communal (State) ownership of the means of
production stands on an apparently impregnable
base as opposed fo private ownership.

W. H.-H. WATERS.

OTTERY ST. MARY.

March, 1935.
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ism in fact, 30 ; dictator-
ship, 31; the Soviet
principle, 33, 295; rail-
ways, 34, 65, 87, 91, 93,
97, 123, 285, 286
giene, 34, 82, 93, 105;
guides, 36, 64 ; Cultural
Relations Society, 373
Smolny, motor ship and
crew, 38, 50; time un-
important, 38, 63; tip-
ping, 40; (King Edward
on) 42; ;shipping, pre-
war_and to-day, 43, 44 ;
Trusts, 44; Captan
Zuzenko, 47, 58; Finns
return to Russia, 503
emigrants re-visit Russia,
53, §5, 102, 146, 162;
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Miriam Gevirman, musi-
cal genius, 54; an Eng-
lish critic, §8; cannibal-
ism, 59 ; *“ White Bread "’
battle, 60; Leningrad,
61, 74, 77, 244 ; hotels,
66, 105, 134 ; choice of
route, 67; domestic ser-
vants, 69, 72; workers
who are not “ workers,”
w0 ; Soviet calendar, 71 ;
mistaken tourists, 72}
* Day Out,” 72,73, 136 ;
working hours, 73 ; shop-
ping, 75: clothing, 76,
93, 115, 133, 220, 221,
courtesy, 77 ; psychology,
77, 119; Russo-Polish
War, 1920, 79; tension
with Japan, 80 ; Mr. Lit-
vinov and disarmament,
81 street urchins, 86,
160, 291 ; food, 91, 109,
147,176 ; prices, 92,221
old habits, 98, 295 ; Mo-
gilov, non-tourist city,
100 ; no common denom-
inator, 100} roads, 104,
285 ; forbidden ground,
111 ; soldiers and priest,
112 ; recreation grounds,
115, 136, 251; disillu-
sionment, 119, 139, 146 ;
Kiev, 126; agriculture,
126, 164; propaganda,
127, 184 ; rents, salaries
and wages, 146, 157, 268
(Stalin's) ; theatres, 133}
housing, 134, 137, 143,
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Russia (U.5.5.R.) (cont.)}—
147, 151, 153, 252, 256 ;
Museums, 1335, 240 (anti-
religious), 245 ; aviation,
136, 286; the future,
140 ; hunger, 147; chil-
dren, 155 ; maternal influ-
ence, 157,292 ; American
approval, 162; industry
and trade, 165, 213, 214,
265 ; serfdom, 168 ; free
peasantry, 169 ; drunken-
ness, 170, 184 ; a Collec-
tive farm, 172 ; peasants’
bread, 176; the meat
problem,  177; State
farms, 181; Moscow,
199 ; secret treaties, 201,
202,.203 ; Mr. Rubinin,
207; my exit barred,
211;. an English con-
tractor, 213; contrast
1894 and 1934, 215;
shoddy footwear, 22r;
poverty, 221; women
modish, 221 ; priesthood,
223 ; House of Commons
and persecution, 232 ;
“ Factory ” schools, 235 ;
work for all, 236; the
Komintern (Third Inter-

_national), 242 ; teaching

by wireless, 242; old
haunts, 244 ; funerals,
2513 a lawful lottery,
262 ; Law Courts, 264,
265; peculation, 265,
268, 277, 284 ; a Bolshe-
vik trousseau, 269 ; sus-

picion and espionage, 274,
275,276 ; women workers,
283 ; morals, 287, 2go,
291 ; abortion and births,
292; the Ballet, 293;
Soviet’s chief difficulty,
294 ; a striking paradox,
295 ; Want amid Plenty,

- 206

Sablin, Admiral, 1894, ob-
structive, 218; sensible
wife, 219

Salaries, 146, 157 ; Stalin’s,
268 ’

Sanitation, see Hygiene ‘

Sazonov, M., his forecast,
1917, §; visits England
and Germany, 1912, 204,
206 ; his report, 210

Serfdom, 168

Servants, domestic, see Do-
mestic servants

Sheremetiev,General, Gov.-
Gen., Caucasus, 1894,
217 .

Shipping, voyage to Russia,
38, 50; in pre-war Russia,
43 ; to-day, 43 ; tonnage,
44 ; Shipping Trust, 45 ;
Smolny’s crew, 50 ; arrive
Leningrad, 61 .

Shopping, 75 ; Torgsin, 75

Sokolnikov, H.E. Mr., Am~
bassador, 22

Soviet Government, Gov-
ernment Bonds, 6; the
Press, 11; election of,
16; secret ballot, 18;

306



INDEX

Soviet Government (cont.)—
capitalism in fact, 30;
ultimate goal, 33, 295;
education, 49, 234 ; pub-
lish secret treaties, 201,
‘202, 203 ; suspicion and
espionage, 274 ; what is
Freedom ? 281 ; greatest
obstacle, 294 ; a striking
paradox, 296

Sports grounds, see Recrea-
tion grounds

Stakelberg, General, a sur-

prise visit, 190

Stalin, a workinan’s son, 13 ;
human nature, 30; his
honesty, 268 -

- Stamfordham, Lord, on War

© Office,y 7 ‘

Superstition” and fear, 12,
78, 169; a love story,
226

Sydenham, Lord, on war
with Russia, §

» Temperley, Professor, secret
documents, 203

Theatres, see Art

Third International, see
Komintern

‘Tipping, 40 ; King Edward
on, 42, 259

Tourists, and slums, 26,
130 ; guides, 36; errors
of, %2; opmions of,
222

Trade, 165 ; effect of Civil
War on, 166; business
methods, 265; pecula-

tion, 265, 268, 277, 278,
279, 284

Treaties, secret, 201, 202,
203 ’ ‘

Trotsky, military genius,
13; his alleged disguise,
I35

Trusts, Government, 45

Tsar, see under Alexander
III or Nicholas II

Ukraine, foreign plot, 23 ;
Kiev, 126 ; wheat, 131
Union of Soviet  Socialist
Republics (U.S.S.R.), see

Russia

Vannovsky, General, Minis-
ter of War, 1894, Russo-
Afghan collision, 216

Victoria, H.M. Queen, 3

Visas, passport, refused, 22 ;
granted, 25

St.Vladimir, founded Chris-
tianity, 135

- Wages, piece-work, 31, 131,

1

War,s the Civil, see Civil
War

“ White Bread ' battle, 60

William II, H.M., at Doorn,
1 3 M. Sazonov, 205

Wireless and  education,
242

Workers, not * workers,”
20 ; working hours, 72}
work for all, 236 ; women
workers, 283
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Xenia, HIH. Grand Zuzenko, Captain, on disci-
Duchess, marriage, 62 pline, 47; Lenin and
- baby, 59; “White
Yousoupov, Prince Felix, Bread ” battle, 60
249



