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PREFACE 
Thls booklet has been complled from a variety of so~rces with the idea 

ot assembling In one place and in concise form the basic facts and figures 
about Sweden and Its people. 

The editor has attempted to sUck to the bare facts and avoid all bfas or 
oplnJon. The result, he hopes, wlll serve botb as a source of information 
for the stranger to Sweden, and as a convenient reference book for the old 
acquaintance as well. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
THE COUNTRY; Position; Area; Population......................... 3 
TilE LAND: Natural Features; Resources (Minerals; Timber; WaterPower 4-7 
THFl PEOPJ.E: Population for Urban Groups and for Rural Territorv~-8 
THI<~ STATE: Constitution, "Sweden's Magna Charta", Elections; Adml · 

!stratton. Major Cities; Judiciary; Church; Education; Defense • • . • o= 4 
THE CROWN: King of Sweden, Succession to the Throne •••••••. 15-16 
THFl HISTORY: Historical Events; Headlines, 1930 to 1948 • • . . . . . . . • 17 
SUUVEY OF POLITICS: Soctal Democratic Era: The Cabinet. 1947; 

Parliament. 1947; Election, 1944; Party Issues; Postwar Debate • • 18-23 
A TOUR THROUGH THE EOONOUY , ••••••••••• , ............ , 24--49 
A Blrd's-Eye View <National Income, Exnendlture, and Balance) . . . • • • 24 
Ghm'lt of Int'latlon (Too Much Money: Hard-Currency: Production) 25--31 
Staple Industries; Production Areas; Sustenance Statistics, 1940 ••.. 32-33 
"Industrial Secret" (Manufactures by Industry Group, 1945; Some 

SwedLc;h Inventlons; On a World-Wide Sco:pe; Paramount Products; 
\Vonders of Vlood; Industrial Production F!gW'es; Achilles Heel) 34-39 

Trade Trends .•••... , ...... , •...............••.•• , • . . . . • . • . . . . . • . 39 
"Mother"-IndusL-.oy (Distribution of Farms; Areas by Crops: Livestock 

Population; Agricultural Output; Fishing and .Hunting) •••••..• 40--41 
On th~ World Market <Prewar and Postwar Trade, Geographical Distrib-

ution: Commo<llty Groups; Export Figures; Shipping; Alrtransport) 42-45 
The Coo~..ratlve \Vay (CCK>ps; Enterprises; Housing; Agriculture) •• 46--48 
L.1.bor-1to!anagement Tcarnwork •••• , ••••••• .-,...... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 49 
SUMl\IARY OP FDU.NCE: Government Budlret; Assets and LlabUltles; 

National Debt: Wealth and Income: Banking; Tax Pattern •••••• 60-54 
~IEASli-niNG LIVING STANDARDS ............................ 55-al 
~t of the Common Man . .. • • • • . . • • • • • • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . • • • . • 55 
Record of Incomes 3nd Costs (The Real Wage, 1860 to 1945: Yearly 

Eamln.gs:, 1046: White-Collar 'VorkeT's Income, 1947; Industrial Earn
Ings. 1947; Major Prices; Industrial Wages and Living Costs. 1913 
to 1945) •..•......•..•.•••••..••••.•.•.•..•••••••••.....••••• 66--57 

The Food Supply (Dally Rations; Food Consumption per capita) . . . • • • 58 
Dwelling Scheme (Green Cities; Prefab-Towns: Modern Design; Home-

craft: Jammed Quarters: Apartment Conveniences In Towns) •.•• 59-61 
SOCIAL WEliFARE STRUCTURE .............................. 62-69 
Strtdes in Housing <Number of Apartments Constructed Jn Towns) 62-63 
Old-age Pensions; Sickness Insurance: Health Care •••••••••..••• 64-65 
Family Welfare: ChUd and Youth Welfare ••••••••••••••••.••••• 6!=07 
Social Welfare Costs: Labor Welfare: Social Assistance ••••••..•• 6 
A SKETCH OF CULTURE: Literature; Art; Theater; Music; Swedish · 

Academy; Nobel Awards ..................................... 7G-71 
POPULAR ENLIGBTENl\IENT: The Press; Motion Pictures; Radio; 

Nation-wide Movements: Studious Adults , .. , • , ••• , ••• , ....• , •• 72-74 
THE GREAT OUT-OF·DOORS: Sports Fans ••••••••..••••.•....•• 75-76 
SWEDEN M"'D THE \VORLD: Foreign Polley; Trade Polley; Recon

struction and Relief. Swedish Credits and Gifts ••...•.•••.•...• 77-78 
TRAVEL GUIDE: Best Time; FacUlties; Hotels; Transportation, etc. 79--80 

The crown-currency mentioned in thls booklet refers to the Swedish 
.. krona .. , the exchange value of which was, in 1947, 1 sh. 4 d., and 27.7 
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