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THE DAWN IN RUSSIA 
OR 

SCENES IN THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 

INTRODUCTION 

I HAVE not attempted in this book to do more than 
describe some of. the scenes which I witnessed in 
Russia during the winter of 190 s- I 906, while I was 
acting there as special correspondent for the Daily 
Chronicle. For the most part, the descriptions are 
given in the same words which I wrote down at the 
time, either for my own memory or for the news­
paper. But the whole has been re-arranged and 
rewritten, while certain scenes have ·been added for 
which a daily paper has no room. I have also 
inserted between the scenes a bare outline of the 
principal events that were happening elsewhere, so 
that the significance of what I saw may be more 
easily understood, and the dates become something 
better than mere numbers. 

But to realize the meaning of the earlier chapters, 
a further introduction is necessary, and it is difficult 
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The Dawn in Russia 

to know where to begin. For there is never any 
real break in a nation's history from day to day, and 
the movement of •I 90 5 was not the first sign of 
change, but only the brightest. The story of the 
undaunted struggle for freedom in Russia during 
the last fifty years has been admirably told by 
Stepniak, Kropotkin, Zilliacus, Miliukoff, and many 
other writers. In books that are easily obtained, 
any one may learn the course of that great move­
ment-the changes in its aims and methods, the 
'distinctions in its parties, and the martyrdoms of its 
recorded heroes. So for this present purpose of 
chronicling a few peculiar or unnoticed events and 
situations which would hardly have a place in his­
tory at all, perhaps it will be enough if I begin the 
skeleton annals with the outbreak of the war between 
Russia and Japan in February, 1904. 

· It is true that for some time earlier the revolu­
tionary movement had obviously been gathering 
strength. Within two years there had occurred 
outbreaks among the peasants, student risings in 

·.Moscow, and a demonstration in front of the great 
classic building called the Kazan Cathedral in St. 
:Petersburg. Some soldiers at Toula had actually 
refused to kill the workpeople. The Zemstvos, or 
District. Councils of landowners and upper-middle 
classes, had ventured to recommend economic 

· reforms, and a student from KiefF had assassinated 
Sipiaguine, the Minister of the Interior. To counteract 

2 



A DEMONSTRATION BY THE KAZAN CHURCH, 'T. PETERSBURG. 

From The Marseillaise. 



Introduction 

these evils, heightened by a period of industrial 
depression, Plehve had been promoted from the 
Governorship of Finland to the Ministry of the 
Interior ; a manifesto had been issued (March I 2, 

I903), removing the responsibility of the village 
communes for individual taxation, and promoting 
religious toleration; and the Jews of Kishineff had 
been massacred, with the connivance of the Govern­
ment, and probably at its direct instigation (April 
20, I90J). The Armenian Church in the Caucasus 
was deprived of £J,ooo,ooo of its funds, the public 
debt of Russia rose to £7oo,ooo,ooo, about half of 
the interest on which had to be paid to foreign 
countries, and Witte was appointed President of the 
Committee of Ministers, while his assistant Pleske 
succeeded him in what was then regarded as the 
far more important position of the Ministry of 
Finance. · · 

It was obvious that the Government-which we. 
may call Tsardom or Oligarchy a:s we please-had 
in any case entered upon the way to destruction, and 
that the revolution was already at work. Indeed, . 
the Social Democrats had met in secret in I 903, and · 
published a "minimum programme , demanding a · 
Republic under universal adult suffrage. But still 
the disastrous war with Japan hastened these · 
tendencies, and its outbreak may conveniently be 
taken to mark a period, for the dates of wars are 
definite and the results quick. 
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The Dawn in Russia 

The course of that ruinous campaign, un~ 
equalled, I suppose, in history for the uninterrupted 
succession of its disasters, need not concern us now. 
It wasted many millions of money, borrowed by a 
country which is naturally and inevitably poor. It 
revealed an incompetence in the ruling classes worse 
than our own in South Mrica, together with a cor­
ruption and a heartlessness of greed compared to 

· which even the scandals of South Mrica seemed 
rather less devilish. It kept from their work in 
fields and factories about a million grown men, who 
had to be fed and clothed, however badly, by the 
rest of the population, arid it killed or maimed some 
two or three hundred thousand of them. Other~ 

wise the war can hardly be said to have concerned 
the Russian· people ·any more than ourselves, so 
general was their indifference both to its cause and 
to jts failure. "It is not our war, it is the Govern­
m.ent's affair," was the common saying. Tolstoy is 
a, prophet, and the mark of a prophet is that he 
speaks with the voice of God and not with the voice 
of the people ; but in his protest against the war 
(published in the <rimes of June 27, 1904) he 
uttered a denunciation of the Government with 
which nearly the whole of Russia's population 
would have agreed. Of the head of that Govern~ 
ment himself, he wrote :-

"The Russian Tsar, the same man who exhorted all 
the nations in the cause of peace, publicly annourtces that, 
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Introduction 
notwithstanding all his efforts to maintain the peace so dear 
to his heart (efforts which express themselves in the seizing 
of other people's lands and in the strengthening of armies 
for the defence of those stolen lands), he, owing to the 
attack of the Japanese, commands that the same should be 
done to the Japanese as they had begun doing to the 
Russians-namely, that they should be slaughtered; and in 
announcing this call to murder he mentions God, asking the 
Divine blessing on the most dreadful crime in the world. 
This unfortunate and entangled young man, recognized as 
the leader of I 3o,ooo,ooo of people, continually deceived 
and compelled to contradict himself, confidently thanks and 
blesses the troops which he calls his own for murder in 
defence of lands which he calls his own with still less 
right." 

While the myth of Russia's military and naval 
power-a myth which for fifty years had misguided 
England's foreign policy, checked any generous im­
pulse on the part of our statesmen, and driven 
them to breach of national faith, callousness towards 
outrageous cruelty, and every moral humiliation that 
a proud and ancient people can suffer-while thjs 
overwhelming myth was being dissipated month by 
month· in the Far East, the characteristic methods 
by which the Russian Tsar and Oligarchs sought to 
maintain their hold upon the wealth and privileges 
of State were being revealed in the so-called Konigs­
berg case. It was discovered that even in a foreign 
capital like Berlin, the Russian Government em~ 
ployed a little army of spies, under a recognized and 
highly·paid official, to search the homes of Russian 
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The Dawn in Russia 
. . 
Liberals, to watch their goings, and open their 
letters. It was also shown that, even under a com­
paratively civilized government like the German, the 
authorities were ready to bring their own subjects to 
trial for alleged verbal attacks upon the Tsar ; while 
a Russian Consul, probably in obedience to orders 
from home, would tell any lie and garble any 
document to support the charge. 

On June I 7th the air was cleared by the 
assassination of General Bobrikoff, the Russian 
tyrant of Finland, and on July 8th that deed was 
followed by the assassination of Plehve. In all the 
history of political murder, I suppose, there has 
never been a case in which the victim received less 
pity, or the crime less condemnation. The pitiless 
hand of reaction was· for the moment stayed. The 
birth of an heir to the uneasy crown inspired the 
Tsar with.· such amiability that, as father of his 
people, he abolished the punishment of flogging 
among his grown-up subjects. Prince Sviatopolk 
Mirski, who was justly regarded as something of 

· a Liberal as princes go, succeeded Plehve at the 
Interior, released some political prisoners, advo­
cated decentralization with the development of the 
Zemstvos, and promised better education, liberty of 
conscience, and freedom of speech. 

Again the Zemstvoists, taking their courage as 
moderate I.:iberals in both hands, met secretly in St. 
Petersburg, "and drew up a kind of Petition of Rights 
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Introduction 

to he presented to the Tsar. There were one hundred 
and six members present at the secret conferences, 
thirty-six of them belonging to the caste of the 
nobility, and their Petition began with the complaint 
that the bureaucracy had alienated the people from 
the Throne, and that by its distrust of self-govern­
ment it had shown itself entirely out of touch with 
the people. In place of the bureaucratic system, the 
Petition demanded an elected Leg~slature of two 
Houses, toge~her with freedom of conscience, the 
press, meeting, and association, equal civil and 
political rights for all classes and races, and similar 
methods of justice for the peasants as for ?ther 
men. 

The Zemstvo petition was issued on N~vember 
22, 1904. A month later (December 26th) it was 
repeated in still more direct and urgent terms by 
the Moscow Zemstvo, which had always taken 
the lead in reform, being inspired by its President, 
Prince Sergius Troubetzkoy, Professor of Philo­
sophy in the University since 1888. But, in the 
meantime, student riots . had ~again occurred in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg, the censorship had 
been renewed, and on the same day as the Mos-

. cow petition there appeared an Imperial manifesto 
proclaiming "the unshakable foundations of the 
Russian State· system, consecrated by the funda­
mental laws of the Empire,". and announcing the 
Tsar's determination to act always in accordance 
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The Dawn in Russia 

with the revered will of his crowned predecessor, 
while he thought unceasingly upon the welfare 
of the realm entrusted to him by God. The 
manifesto went on, to admit that when the need of 
this or that change had been proved to be mature, 
the Tsar was willing to take it into consideration, 
and upon this principle he undertook to maintain 
the laws, to give local institutions as wide a scope as 
possible, to unify judicial procedure throughout the 
Empire, to establish State insurance of workmen, and 
to revise the laws upon political crime, religious 
offences, and the press. But the tone of the whole 
manifesto was fdt to be reactionary, and there was 
no guarantee that its promis~s would be observed. 
'\Vhen our own Charles I. made concessions, the 
people shouted, '' W t? have the word of a King l ., 
But they soon found that assurance was a shifty 
thing to trust to, and since then the words of 
kings have counted for no more than the words 
of men. 

But the opening of the next year (1905) was 
marked by the appearance of a new element in 
revolution. Certainly, there had been strikes and 
riots in the great cities before ; there had been 
peasant risings and other fonns of economic agitation 
in various parts. But as a whole the revolutionary 
movement as suCh had been inspired, directed, and 
even carried out by the educated classes-the students, 
the journalists, the doctors, barristers, and other 
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Introduction 

professional men. It had been almost limited to 
that great division of society which in Russia is 
called "The Intelligence." The word is fairly well 
represented by our phrase "educated classes "-a 
phrase which embodies our greatest national shame. 
It includes all who are not workmen or peasants, and 
so is much wider in significance than the French 
term "The Intellectuals," with which it is often 
confused. In England, for instance, it would include 
the House of Lords, the clergy, army officers, country 
gentlemen,' and the leaders of society whom no 
Frenchman would dream of classing among the 
intellectual. -

_It was ·"the Intelligence" who hitherto had 
fought for the revolution. It was they who had 
suffered scourgings and exile and imprisonment and 
madness and violation and the gallows in the name 
of freedom. It was they who had endured the horr9i 
that most people feel in killing a man. And, above 
all, it was they who had devoted their lives, their 
careers, and. reputations to going about among the 
peasants and working-people to show them that the 
misery and terror under which they lived . wer~ 
neither necessary nor universal. At length the 
firstfruits of their toilsome propaganda, continued 
through forty years, were seen, and the revolutionary 
workman appeared. -- ·- · 

• ·- ·· He was ushered in by Father George Gapon, at 
that time a rather simple-hearted priest, with a rather .. 

9 
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childlike faith in God and the Tsar, and a certain 
genius for organization. His personal hold upon 
the working classes was probably due to their 
astonishment that a; priest should take any interest 
in their affairs, outside their fees. We have ·seen 
the same thing happen in England, when Manning 
and Westcott won the reverence due to saints because 
they displayed some feeling for the flock which they. 
were paid large sums to protect. Father .Gapon, 
with his thin line of genius for organization, had 
gathered the workmen's groups or trade unions of. 
St. Petersburg into a fairly compact body, called 
"The Russian Workmen's Union," of which he 
was President as well as founder. In the third 
week in January the men at the Putiloff iron works 
struck because two of their number had been dis­
missed for belonging to their union. At once the 
Neva iron and ship-building works, the Petroff'sky 
cotton works, the Alexander engine works, the 
Thorpton cloth works, and other great factories on 
the banks of the river or upon the industrial islands 
joined in the strike, and in two days some IOo,ooo 
work-people were " out.'• 

With his rather childlike faith in God and the 
Tsar, Father Gapon organized a dutiful appeal of 
. the Russian workmen to the tender-hearted autocrat 
whose benevolence was only thwarted by evil coun­
sellors and. his ignorance of the truth. L The petition 
ran as follows :- . 
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" We workmen come to you for truth and pr()tection • 
. we have r.eached the extreme limits of endurance. · We 
have been exploited; and shall' continue to be exploited 
under your bureaucracy. · 
· "The bureaucracy has brought the country to the verge 
of ruin and by a shameful war is bringing it to its downfalL 
We .have no voice in the heavy burdens imposed on us. 
We do not even know for whom or why this money is 
wrung from the impoverished people, and we do not know 
how it is expended. This is contrary to the Divine laws, and 
renders life impossible. It is better that we should all perish, 
we workmen and all Russia. Then good luck· to the 
capitalists and exploiters of the poor, the corrupt officials 
and robbers of the Russian people I 

" Throw down the wall that separates you from your 
people. Russia is too great and her needs are too various 
for officials to rule. National representation is essential, 
for the people alone know their own needs. 

"Direct that elections for a constitutent assembly be held 
by general secret ballot. That is our chief petition. Every­
thing is contained in that. 

"If you do not reply to our prayer, we will die in this 
square before your palace. We have nowhere else to go. 
Only two paths are open to us-to liberty and happiness or 
to the grave. Should our lives serve as the offering of 
suffering Russia, we shall not regret the sacrifice, but endure 
it willingly." 

On the morning of Sunday, January 22, 1905, 
about I s,ooo working men and women formed into 
a procession to carry this petition to the Tsar in his 
Winter Palace upon the great square of government 
buildings. They were all in their Sunday clothes ; 
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m~ny peasants had come up from the country in 
their best embroideries; they took their children 
with them. In front marched Father Gapon and 
two other priests ·wearing vestments. With them 1 

went the ikons, or holy pictures of shining brass ' 
and silver, and a portrait of the Tsar. As the pro-! 
cession moved along, they sang, " God save our 
people. God give our Orthodox Tsar the victory." 
· So the Russian workmen made their last appeal 

to the autocrat whom they called their father. They 
would lay their griefs before him, they would see 
him face to face, they would hear his comforting 
words. 

But the father of his people had disappeared 
into space. 

As the procession entered the square, the soldiers 
fired volley after volley upon them from three sides. · 
The estimate of the killed and wounded was about 
1 $oo. That Sunday-January 9th in Russian style 
..:....is known as Bloody Sunday or Vladimir's Day, 
after the Grand Duke Vladimir, who was supposed 
to have given the orders . 

. Next morning Father Gapon wrote to his Union : 
-''There is no Tsar now. Innocent blood has flowed 

. between him and the people., ' 
Innocent blood has flowed before and tyrants 

still have reigned. They have been feared, they have 
won their· way, and men have served them. Man­
kind will endure much in the name of government, 
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Introduction 

but to be governed by a coward is almost beyond 
the endurance of man.' 

On January 24th a new office of Governor­
General of St. Petersburg was created, and Trepoff 
received the first appointment. 

Disturbances continued in Warsaw, Lodz, and 
Sosnowice, the industrial centres of Poland, and on, 
January 31st 200 work-people were killed and 6oo 
wounded in the streets of Warsaw. 

On February 17th the Grand. Duke Sergius, 
Governor-General of Moscow, uncle to the Tsar, 
conspicuous for his cruelty, and, even among the 
Russian aristocracy, renowned for the peculiarity of 
his vices, was assassinated as he drove into the 
Kremlin. 

This event and other outbre~s that were con-: 
tinually occurring in the great centres of industry, 
inspired a remarkable manifesto and rescript that 
appeared on March 3rd and were characteristic of 
the hesitating fugitive in Tsarkoe Selo. The mani­
festo took the form of a pathetic address to the 
people whom he had misgoverned with such 
disaster:-

"Disturbances have broken out in our country" (it said) 
"to the joy of our enemies and our own deep sorrow. Blinded 
by pride, the evil-minded leaders of the revolutionary move~ 
ment make insolent attacks upon the Holy Orthodox Church 
and the lawfully established pillars of the Russian State. • •• 

" We humbly bear the trial sent us by Providence, and 
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derive strength and consolation from our firm trust in the 
grace which God has always shown to the Ru5sian power, 
and from the immemorial devotion which we know our 
loyal people entertain for the Throne. • • • 

"Let all those rally round the Throne who, true to 
Russia's past, honestly and conscientiously have a care for all 
the affairs of the State such as we have ourselves." 

In the rescript that followed on the same day a 
form of Legislative Assembly was promised in these 
words- · 

"I am resolved henceforth, with the help of God, to 
convene the worthiest men, possessing the confidence of the 
people and elected by them, to participate in the elaboration 
and consideration of legislative measures." 

Buliguine, who had now succeeded Mirski as 
Minister of the interior, and was probably the 
author of the rescript, was appointed to organize 
the elections. But a counterblast of reaction swept 
over the distracted Tsar; TrepofF was made Assistant­
Minister of the Interior and Chief of the Police, with 
full power to forbid all congresses, associations, 
or meetings, and Buliguine resigned, though he 
r~mained nominally in office till the end of October. 

Outbreaks in the country became continually 
more serious. In June there was fierce rioting in 
Lodz, the great manufacturing town of Poland, and 
in the Baltic port of Libau. In the same month the 
great battleship Potemkin of the Black Sea fleet 
mutinied at Odessa, threw two big shells into the 
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town, burnt the docks, and steamed away to the 
mouth of the Danube for refuge. 

Mid-August brought another manifesto, which 
began with . the usual precepts · of maudlin false­
hood-

"The Empire of RtmSia is formed and strengthened by 
the indestructible solidarity of the Tsar with the people and 
the people with the Tsar. The concord and union of the 
Tsar and the people are a great moral force, which has 
created Russia in.the course of centuries by protecting her 
from all misfortunes and all attacks, and has constituted up 
to the present time a pledge of unity, independence, in­
tegrity, material well-being, and intellectual development •. 

" Autocratic Tsars, our ancestors, constantly had that 
object in view, and the time has come to follow out their 
good intentions and to summon elected representatives from 
the whole of Russia to take a constant and active part in 
the elaboration of laws, attaching for this purpose to the 
higher State institutions a special consultative body,. en­
trusted with the preliminary elaboration and discussion of 
measures, and with the examination of the State Budget. 

" It is for this reason that, while preserving the funda· 
mental law regarding autocratic power, we have deemed it 
well to form a State Duma, and to approve regulations for 

· the elections to this Duma." 

This consultative Duma was to lay its proposals 
before the Council of State, which might submit 
them to the Tsar if it approved. The Duma was 
to meet not later than January, I9o6, and was to 
consist of 4 I 2 members, representing 50 govern­
ments and the military province of the Don, 
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only 2 8 of the members representing towns. The 
members were to be paid £r a day and fares, and 
were to sit for fiye years, unless the Tsar chose to 
dissolve them. Their meetings were to be secret, 
except that the President might ad:tnit the Press if 
he chose. 

On September 7th a race-feud broke· out between 
the Mohammedan Tartars and the Armenians at 
Baku, on the Caspian, and spread to Tiflis and all 
along the southern slopes of the Caucasus. The 
destruction of the great oil-works at Baku involved 
a loss of many millions of pounds, and further em­
barrassed the railways and manufacturing districts, 
which depended almost entirely on naphtha for their 
fuel. 

On September 2sth an assembly of 300 repre­
tatives of the Zemstvos of the empire was gathered 
in a private house at Moscow to consider their 
attitude towards the promised Puma, which was 
regarded as a concession to their previous repre­
sentations during the year. They recognized that 
the Duma of the August manifesto would not be 
ei1:}1er a representative or legislative ·assembly, but, 
regarding it as a possible rallying-point for the 
general movement towar.ds freedom, they agreed 
to obtain as many seats as possible, so as to form a 
united group of advanced opinion. . 
· They further drew up a programme of their 

political aims, including the formation of a National 
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Legislative Assembly ; a regular budget system ; 
the abolition of passports ; equal rights for all 
citizens, including peasants ; equal responsibility of 
all officials and private citizens before the law; the 
liberation of the villager from the petty official 
(natchalnik); inviolability of person and home; 
and freedom of conscience, speech, press, meeting, 
and association. 

The programme is important, as indicating what 
to the average Liberal politician in England would 
appear the most obvious abuses of the Russian 
system, because nothing is here demanded which 
has not long ago been obtained for our own country 
by the efforts of our upper and middle classes in the 
past. 

As soon as the assembly broke up, Prince Sergius 
Troubetzkoy, the true leader of these Liberal or 
Zemski delegateS, the President of the Moscow 
Zemstvo, and for a month past the Rector of the 
University, went to St. Petersburg to urge the 
Government to allow public meetings, and while 
speaking on behalf of free speech at the Ministry of 
Public Education, he suddenly died. He was only 
forty-three, and it is tempting to speak of him as 
the first of the Girondists to fall. But all through 
what I have seen in Russia, I have avoided even a 
mental reference to the French Revolution as care­
fully as I could. For history is a great hindrance 
in judging the present or the future. 
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The manifesto of October I 9th, announcing the 
final conclusion of the peace with Japan, by which 
the Russian Government was compelled to abandon 
all for which it had striven during many years in the 
Far East, was hardly noticed in the gathering 
excitement of the days. 

On October 21st, the workmen again appeared 
unexpectedly upon the scene, and delivered their 
first telling blow by declaring a general railway 
strike. The strength of the movement was that it 
disorganized trade, made the capitalist and com­
mercial classes very uncomfortable, and, above all, 
that it prevented the Government from sending 
troops rapidly to any particular point of disturbance. 
The weakness· was that, as in all- strikes, the 
strikers were threatened with starvation while their 
employers suffered only discomfort; that the pea­
sants, being unable to get their produce to market, 
began to regard the revolution with suspicion ; and 
that the Government succeeded in running a military 
train between St. Petersburg and Moscow (only a 
ten hours' journey) nearly all the time. 
. The objects of the strikers were in the main 
political, as could be seen from the demands pre­
sented to Witte by a deputation on October 24th-

"The claims of the working classes must be settled 
by laws· constituted by the will of the people and sanc­
tioned by all Russia. The only solution is to announce 
political guarantees for· freedom and the convocation of 
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a Constituent Assembly, elected by direct, universal, and 
secret suffrage. Otherwise the country will be forced into 
rebellion," · 

To this petition Witte's reply was peculiarly 
characteristic-

"A Constituent Assembly is for the present impossible. 
Universal suffrage would, in fact, only give pre-eminence to 
the richest . classes, because they could influence all the 
voting by their money. Liberty of the press and of public 
meeting will be granted very shortly. I am myself strongly 
opposed to all persecution and bloodshed, and I am willing 
to support the greatest amount of liberty possible. • • • But 
there is not in the entire world a single cultivated man who 
is in favour of universal suffrage." 

Undeterred by any fear of exclusion from · the 
circle of culture, the workmen continued their 
demands for universal suffrage and a Constituent 
Assembly, and on October 26th the Central Strike 
Committee-or Council of Labour Delegates, as 
it was properly called-sitting in St. Petersburg, 
declared a general strike throughout Russia. About 
a million workers came out. 

This was the second workmen's blow, and it . 
shook Tsardom from top to bottom. 

Four days after the beginning of the strike, the 
famous Manifesto of October 30th (17th ~n Old 
Style) was issued, promising personal freedom and 
a constitution. The document began with the harm­
less necessary cant- · 
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" The troubles and agitations in our capitals and 
numerous other places fill our heart with great and painful 
sorrow •••• The sorrow of the people is the sorrow of the 
sovereign. • • • We ·therefore direct our Government to 
carry out our inflexible will in the following manner :-

"I. To grant to our people the immutable foundations 
of civil liberty, based . on real inviolability of person, and 
freedom of conscience, speech, union, and association. 

"II. Without deferring the elections to the State Duma 
already ordered, to call to participation in the Duma (as far 
as is possible in view of the shortness of time before the 
Duma assembles)" those classes of the population now com­
pletely deprived of electoral rights, leaving the ultimate 
development of the principle of electoral right in general 
to the newly established legislature. 

"III. To establish it as an immutable rule that no law 
can ever come into force without the approval of the State 
Duma, and that it shaU be possible for the elected of the 
people to exercise a real participation in supervising the 
legality of the acts of authorities appointed by us." 

This manifesto was greeted by an outburst of 
joy unequalled in the melancholy annals of Russia. 
Righteousness and peace kissed each other upon the 
streets; and so did professors, students, and .even 
working people. Red flags paraded the squares, 
generals saluted them, soldiers joined in the 
Marseillaise of labour. But the Central Strike 
Committee w~s not overcome by the general 
hallucination. They rightly refused to trust the 
Tsar without guarantees, and they continued to 
press their demands for a political amnesty. and the 
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convocation of a Constituent Assembly. They also 
demanded the restoration of its old liberties· to . 
Finland, and the dismissal of Trepoff. When anti­
Jewish riots broke out at Kieff, Warsaw, and 
especially at Odessa, they steadily and justly main­
tained that the "Black Hundred , or cc Hooligans , 
of the massacre and pillage were encouraged by the 
police and the priests, who wished to make out that 
the Russian people were opposed to political liberties. 

The panic of the Government continued. 
They could not measure the strength of this new 
force among the work-people, or of this new in­
strument, the general strike. They were uncertain, 
also, about the army, which, together with the 
police and officials, formed their sole protection 
from ruin. Pobiedonostzeff, the aged Procurator 
of the Holy Synod, and the embodiment of an 
obstinate and narrow tyranny in Church and State, 
resigned. On November 4th, an amnesty was pro­
claimed for political offenders, though certain qualifi­
cations and categories were added. 

On the same day a manifesto restored the old 
liberties of Finland, abolishing the decree of 
February 15,1899, by which the autocraticprinciple, 
the dictatorship, and the employment of Russian 
gendarmes had been imposed upon the duchy 
contrary to its original constitution, and repealing 
also the military law of July 12, 1901, which com­
pelled recruits to serve outside their own country. 

21 



The Dawn in Russia 

On. November 9th TrepofF sent in his resignation, 
and Durnovo, s~ce infamous for his brutality, took 
office. The same .day a violent but ill-considered 
mutiny broke out among the sailors and gunners at 
Kronstadt. 

-From that moment the Government began to 
recover courage, and we may mark the gradual 
revival of reaction. Perhaps it was immediately 
due to the refusal of the Liberal Zemstvoists. to take 
part in a ministry under Witte, unless the promises 
of the manifesto were guaranteed, and a Constituent 
Assembly convened. In any case the change was 
quite apparent in. a manifesto of November 12th, 
declaring the present situation unsuitable for the 
introduction of reforzps, which would only be possible 
when the country was pacified 

Next day a ukase: proclaimed martial law in 
Poland, and excluded that country from the manifesto, 
on the pretence that the Poles were plotting against 
the integrity of the Russian Empire by establishing 
a separate nation of their own. 

The Central Strike Committee answered this 
ukase on the morrow (November 14th) by declaring 
another general strike in sympathy with Poland, and 
Witte, on his side, retaliated by posting an appeal to 
the work-people, conceived in his most unctuous 
and fatherly style. It ran-

" Brothers ! Workmen ! Go back to your work and 
cease from disorder. Have pity on your wives and children, 
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and turn a deaf ear to mischievous counsels. The Tsar. 
commands us to devote special attention to the labour 
question, and to that end has appointed a Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, which will establish just. relations 
between masters and men. Only give us time, and I will 
do all that is possible for you. Pay attention to the advice 
of a man who loves you and wishes you well." 

This appeal was immediately followed (November 
17th) by a manifesto to the peasants, reducing their 
payments for ·the use of land by one-half after 
January, 1906, and abolishing it altogether after 
January, 1907. These payments were still being 
made under the land setdement that followed the 
emancipation. of the serfs in the early sixties, and 
their nominal value to the Government was seven 
million pounds a year. But the apparent generosity 
of the remission is diminished by the consideration 
that the peasants had already paid the economic 
value of the land many times over, and pressure 
could still be brought upon them to make up the 
heavy arrears due to successive famines. 

Three days later (November '2oth), the Central 
Strike Committee declared the strike at an end.­
This second general strike was felt to 'have been 
a failure. People and funds were still exhausted by 
the first. Comparatively few of the great factories 
came out ; the object of the strike was too remote 
from the workman's daily life to persuade him to 
endure the starvation of his family for it. So the 
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strike failed. It produced nothing ; it. did not 
frighten or paralyse the Government. 

Nevertheless, the. Strike Committee remained the 
most powerful body of men in the Empire, and their 
order commanding the cessation of the strike called 
hopefully upon the working classes to continue the 
revolutionary propaganda in the army, and to organize 
themselves into military forces" for the final encounter 
between all Russi~ and the bloody monarchy now 
dragging out its last few days." 

Such was the situation when, on November 21st 
I landed at the revolutionary little port of Reval, and 
went on to St .. Petersburg by the first train which 
had run since the strike ended. 
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moonlight, 119 
Krasnaya (Red Square), prayer 

meeting in, 123 
Krivoy Rog, trade with Siberia. 

aS!J 
Kronstadt, visit to, 249 ; Father 

John of, 249-:255; mutiny at, 303 
Kropotkin, Prince, writer on 

Russian struggle for freedom, 2 ; 

quoted by Tolstoy, 93; quoted, 
103 

"Knrsistk.i," 257 
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LA VIA, at Kie~ 204 
Letts, revolt of, 78 ; butchery of, 

262-281; language. mll&ic:, and 
literature or, :Z67 ; homes of, 168-
269 ; Rassilication or, 270 ; drive 
out landowners, 27c>-273 ; strange 
UDiOD with Germans, 273-174 J 
hiding from Cossacks, 277; sen­
teuc:ed. by telephone, 278 

Livonia, revolt in, 78 ; •• Bloody 
Assize .. in, :z6:z-:z8o 

Lodz, trade of, 188 

MANIFESTOES (Imperial), promising 
revision or laws, 7. 8 ; appealing 
to people, 13; promising Duma, 
15 ; anuoanc:ingpeace with Japan, 
18; promising personal freedom 
aud constitution (Manifesto ol 
Oct. JOlh), 19r 20, rao; restoring 
ancient liberties or Finland, 111 ; 

withdrawing promised reforms, 
12 ; reduc:in.g peasants' paymeuts 
for land, 211 ; peasants' opinion or, 
90 ; makingo strikes a capital 
oft'euce, 103 ; promising anny re­
forms, 201 ; reorganizing old 
Council and limiting the power 
of Duma, 310; worthlessness of, 
2.4] 

Manifestoes (Revolution&!)'), on 
Government finance, 78 ; accept· 
ing Government's challenge, 8o; 
of strike committee to St. Peters­
burg citizens, 229 

Manifesto of Oct. ,30th violAted, 
310, 315, 316 . 

Mauioukoft', Rec:toroUioscow Uni­
versity, 1o8 • 

)lartiallaw, ia Poland, 212; ia Mos­
cow, 153-154; at Kieft', 203 J in 
St. Petersburg, 317 

"ManeilJaise," RassiaD, JOt 35 

Massacres, at Kishinetr, 3: before 
Winter Palace, II ; in streets of 
Warsaw, 13o 299-300; at Tonia, 
81; at Odessa, 216-220; in Li­
vonia, 262-281 

"Maxim," socialist leader, ll72 
Meetings, to discuss eight hours' day, 

18; to protest against capital 
punishment, 31 ; of Poles to de­
maud overthrow or absolutism, 
35; at Salt Town, so-57; in· 
terest in, 62-63; collections at, 
104; of National Democrats in 
Warsaw, ll93-294 ; of Economical 
Society, dispersed by police, 315, 
317-318 

loliUuko&;. historian or freedom, 2 ; 

editor of Zlr.im (lift) Ill J leader 
or Constitutionalists, 246-247 ; 
great speech by, 315 

Min, Colonel, as alaughterman, 
183-186 

Ministers, Committee of, 241-242 
Ministers (New), 313, 315 
Minsky, poet and editor, 66 
lofinki, Prince Sviatopolk, Minister 

of Interior and reformer, 6 
Mischenko expected with 7000 Cos­

sacks, 175 
MtJh•• (Tu .A'NSs) 68; publishes 

honors, 311 ; appeals to France, 
and is suppressed, 312 

Moscow, centre of revolution, 8o; 
description or, 104, 107 ; strikes 
in, 101-104; Trade Unions in, 
ros-ro7 J Uninrsity closed, 1o8; 
Tsar'a portrait removed at meet­
in, 109 J "liberty tempered by 
assassination" in, 118, 122 J terror 
in, 121 ; fortified, 122 ; prayer 
meeting ia Red Square, 123 
stampede of patriots in, 128 
revolutionary days .in, 129-197 

344 



Index 
light and water cut ofT, 132 ; at­
tempt to win over troops, 134 ; 
shops closed, 135 ; ga1rison dis· 
trusted, 136 ; bomba1dment of 
houses, 139-140; English fac· 
tories near, 142-143; barricades 
and street-fighting, 145-168, 174; 
girls shot down, 149, 150; Zem• 
stvo organi~ ambulance, 150; 
aid ito the wounded, 152, 175 ; 
Sharpshooters in bell-tower, 153, 
161 ; .. a minor ~tate or siege," 
154; Christmas Eve rumours, 
155 ; explosion in gumhop, •56; 
victims, old and young, 16o ; 
officer deprived of sword, 169; 
new barricades, 174; panic, 175 ; 
official estimate of killed and 
wounded in, 176; execution in 
street oC, 177; after bombard­
ment, 179; estimate or damage 
in, 181 ; struggle Cor freedom in 
Presna district, 182--189; horrors 
of suppression, 188-195• 240; 
Christmas celebration in, 195-
197 ; lesson of, 203 ; prisoners 
shot in batches, 238 ; bank 
robbed, 311. 

Mutiny, at Toula, 2; Odessa, 141 

302; Baku, 16; Kronstadt, 22, 
302 ; Sevastopol, 49. 302, 310; 
Kieff, 211 

NltiDHAI!.T1 Governor-General in 
Odessa, 216 

Nemeschaefl', Minister or Com­
munications, 241 

Newspapers, reYolutionary, 64--69, 
311, JU ; reactionary, 69-70; 
satiric, 71-73 ; artistic merit of, 
71; wholesale suppression of, So. 
215, 311; Rwlia" Nt'lllt joins 
Progressive party, 104. 111; UD• 

popularity oC Mt1setfW Nt711s, 1o6 
''Noblemen's Assembly," State 

Council in, 330 

0BOLENSKV1 Procurator of Holy 
Synod,242 

Odessa, rejoices at Manifesto of 
Oct. 30th, 215; and buries free­
dom, 216; massacres Jews, 216-
220; country :near, 217; Jewish 
obstinacy and misery, 120-221 ; 
docks burned in, 222 ; poverty 
in, 223 1 political parties in, 224 ; 
Jewish "Bund " at, 225; restric­
tions on Jews, 226 ; electors in· 
timidated, 311 

Orloff, General, represses Baltic 
Provinces, 264-265, 276 

PAl. TIES of Reform and Revolution, 
73-77 1 in Odessa, 224 ; in Po­
land, 293-294 

Peasants, congress of, 49 ; descrip­
tions of, 33 ; hardships of, 87 ; 
home of. 88 ; charity of, go ; 
camping in railway-station, 131; 
of Little Russia, 212-214; in 
Baltic proYinces, 262-281 ; in 
Poland, 289-291 ; deputies in St. 
Petersburg, 315 ; Parliamentary 
Party or, 316 ; in Winter Palace, 
321-321; in Duma, 337-339 

Petersburg, St., general strike in, 
228 ; prepared for massacre, 229 ; 
manifesto to citizens of, 129; 
wholesale arrests in, 233, 238; 
fortress-prison in, 237; K.resty 
(Cross) prison in, 2381 326 ; Con· 
stitational Democrats .in, 244. 
315, 318; revolutionary concert 
in, 255 ; Poles in, 282 ; opening 
of Duma .in, 319 

Peterhof, Tsar and family at, 316 
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Petrunkevitch, leader ol Zemst· 

voists, 246; speech in Duma, 327 
Plehve, Minister of Interior, 3 ; 

assassination ol, 6 ; his policy 
towards workers, 43 

Pleske, Minister of Finance, 3 
Pobiedonostzetr, resignation of, II; 

keeper of Russia's Orthodoxy, 
242. 331 

Poland, demands Home Rule, 74. 
295 : position under Duma, 287 ; 
trade losses in, 288 ; strikes in, 
289; price of land, rents, wages, 
population and education in, 290-
291 ; Jews in, 194; Russian gar-­
rison in, 292 ; Political Parties 
in, 292-300; prejudices against 
Germany in, 295 

Poles, dissensions among, 7S1 282; 
disliked by Little Russians, 206-
20'1 ; high official's opini?n of, 
283--287 J peasant life among, 
288-:zgo; crueltyof,291; "learn­
ing to vote," 294; number in 
Duma, 294 

Police, activity o4 33, 34 J danger 
from, 82 ; house of secret, 54 ; 
in disguise, 167-168 ; execution 
of c:hieC of secret, 177-178; Die­
dulin, chief of, 243; break up 
meetings of Constitutionalists, 
315, 318 

Politic:als, treatment of, 133-243 ; 
wholesale massacre of, 240 ; in 
exile, 243; in Warsaw, 299-300; 
rescue o' 311 ; amnesty de· 
manded for, 325-327, 339 

Potemkin, lover of Catherine II., 
327 

P«nnld,., mutiny on 'board the. 221 
Poverty. in St. Petersburg, 37-48; 

in Little Russia, 212-214 ; in 
Odessa, 223 

Presna or Presnensky, manufactur. 
ing district, 182; revolution in, 
183; bombardment of and 
slaughter in, 183-190; estimates 
of killed and wounded in, 190-
191 ; methods of execution in, 
191-193 

Press, brieffreedom of, 64-74. Str 
NxwsPAP&Rs. 

Prison, lite of •• political" in, 235"; 
fortress of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, 137 J Kresty (Cross), a38 ; 
greetings to deputies from, 
326; estimate of numbers In, 
2J8 

J'u,dl, cartoon blacked out, 34 

R&DIGKRS1 Minister of War, 242 
Revolutionists, hesitation among, 

136-137; bombarded, 139-140; 
arrested and shot, 141 ; numben 
estimated, 141-142 J plan of 
action in Moscow, 14$-147. 163; 
loot gun·shop, 156-157; private 
ambulance of, 158; sledge-drivers 
refuse aid to,159: deprive officer 
of sword, 169 ; confiscate photo· 
graphs, 171 ; passive bravery or, 
172; last stand of, 174 ; c:all for 
volunteers, 175; gid leader of, 
183; tear up railway·line, 183; 
alaughter ofin Presnenskydistrict, 
183-194; women among, 199, 
Jo8 ; "dress rehearsal " of, 198 ; 
anion among, 199, 308 ; pro­
paganda in army of, aoo, 298-
199 ; need ol money among, 
201 ; shot at Kieff, 210 ; concert 
given lor, 255-261 ; butchered in 
Baltic provinces, 262•281 ; per• 
sistence o~ 3o8 

Riga, revolt in, 78 
Riots, in Moscow, 21 112 1 o( 
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students, 7 ; in Poland, 13, 14; 
in Kieff, Warsaw, and Odessa, 
21 

Roditcheff, member of Duma, 339 
Rostoff regiment, mutiny in, 101 ; 

proves its loyalty, 186 
Russians, intelligence of, 69 ; home• 

life or nobility, 85-86; peasant 
life or, 87 ; democratic qualities 
of, 256-267 ; poverty among, 
212-214 ; misery or, 307 ; per­
sistence of, 308 

SAKHAII.OFF, Minister of War, 
assassinated, 77 

"Salt Town," meetings at, SO. 51 
Sassoulitch, Vera, as journalist, 67 ; 

last "political" tried by jury, 
233 

Saratoff, peasant member for, 339 
Scbliisselberg, description of road 

to, 37• 230; prison turned into 
mint, 239-240 

Schmidt, Lieutenant. leader o( 

Sevastopol mutiny, 49; sentenced 
to be hanged, 310 ; shot, 311 ; 
body dug up and thrown into 
sea, 312 

Schwanebach, Imperial Comp· 
troller, 315 

Semenoft'sky Guards, employed in 
massacres with Cossacks, 186; 
distinguished by their zeal, 194 ; 
choseq to guard Winter Palace, 
316 

Sergius, G111.nd Duke, assassinated, 
1 H place of his death, 124 · 

Sharpshooters in bell • tower of 
Strastnoi Convent, r 53, 161 

Shipoff, Minister of Finance, 241, 
309 

Si!Je":'• still used for exiles, 24J ; 
Poli.>h t111.de with, 288, :zSg 

Sieczka, Vincent~ tortured, 311 
Sipiaguine, Minister of Interior, 

assassinated, 2 

Skallon, Governor-General in War­
saw, tries to seduce revolution­
ists, 300 

Sobolevski, editor of Russian Nl'llls, 
Ill 

Social Democrats, minimum pro· 
gramme of, 3 ; unbending atti· 
tude of, 4t 59 ; organ of, 65 ; 
strength of, 73; young girls 
among, 76 ; compared with 
Government, 231 ; in Poland, 
296-298 

Social Revolutionists, 74; member 
shoots Sakharotf, 77 

Soldiers, return from war with 
Japan, 97-100, 307; how treated 
as reservists, 99-101; refuse to 
kill workpeople, :a; mutiny, 101 ; 

propaganda among, 200; 298-299 
Sollogub1 Governor • General in 

Baltic provinces, reproached Cor 
mildness, :a65 

Soskice, David, translator and 
lecturer, 246 

Spies, at teachers' conference, 53; 
post and telegraph clerk protest 
against, 53-54 ; use of, 138 

Spiridinova, Marie, torrured, out­
raged, avenged, 311 

Stcheglovitoft', Minister of Justice, · 
315 

Stepniak, supporter of Russian free­
dom, 2, 48 

Stishinsky, Minister o( Agriculture, 
315 

Stolypin, Minister of Interior, 3 J S 
Strastnoi bell-tower, sharpshooters 

placed in, 153, 161 
Strikes, on railways, 18 ; through­

out Russia, 19 ; in sympathy with 
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Poland, 21 ; failure of second 
general strike, 13; result in 
factoi'J' villages, 38 ; under 
Russian laws, 43; u agents of 
abstinence, 47 ; of post and tele­
graph service.49· 6o, 61,81, u.u 
in St. Petersburgb and Moscow, 
ror, IOJ, 133, 314; fund seized 
by Government, 104; oa rail· 
way, IJO; meeting at Aquarium, 
dispened by troops and police, 
136-IJS; eff'ect on trade, a89; 
power or, J02 ; in Poland, Kieff, 
Moscow, and St. Petersburg, 
314 

Strikes (Central Committee of), dis­
trusts Imperial manifestoes, 20-

21; calls for mililai'J' organization, 
24 ; meets in Hall of Free Eco­
nomics, 115-36 ; orders 'll·ith· 
drawal of money lrom savings· 
banks, 77 ; President of, arrested, 
78 ; members of, arrested, 8o ; 
new Council and Ea:ecutive ap· 
pointed, 8o ; manifesto to citi· 
&ens, 1129 

Strikers, attack mail-cart, 101 ; dis­
pened, 102 ; demtuads or, 112 ; 

condeamed by N- YnmJ'I', 
114 J meet in Moscow Aquarium, 
136; passive resisttuace or, 229-
ZJO 

Struve, editor of EmtJt~dpalilltr, 

246 
Sumsky Dragoons, brutality of, 193 
SuvoriD, editor of N(IWI Ymnya, 

his son among revolutionists, 68 
Sytin PrintiDg Works destroyed by 

Government, 181 

TA11ll.JDA PALACZ. givea up to 
Duma, 327 J guarded, 3.32 

statistics • quoted from, 240 ; 
financial figures quoted from, 
309-310 

Tolstoy, Demitri, Minister of Edu­
cation, 141 

Tolstoy, Leo, protests against war 
with Japan, 4; position among 
revolutionists of, 56 ; visit to, 
91""96 

Torture of prisoners, 192-195, 
311 

Toula, mutiny at, 1; typical town, 
81 

Trepofr, first Governor-General of 
St. Petersburg, 13; assistant 
Minister of Interior tuad Chief of 
Police, 14 ; dismissal demanded, 
21 ; resigns, 21 ; regretted, 33 ; 
caricatured, 71 ; connected with 
Odessa massacres, 233 ; Master 
of Ceremonies, 319-320 

Trepoft' (the Elder), attempted 
assassination or, 133 

T rou betzkoy, Prince Sergi u, Presi· 
dt"~t of Moscow Zemstvo, inspires 
reform, 71 246-248 ; sudden death 
of, 17 J regretted, JIO 

Tsar, flees to Tsarkoe Selo, 13 : 
promises reforms, 15, 19. ar, 22 ; 

withdraws promises, 221 So. IOJ, 

120, 111, lUS; as forester, 213; 
build.~ palace forea:·mistress, 238; 
pleasant myths about, 243 ; medi· 
tates new Peace Conference, 3o8 ; 
issues Ukase on Fundamental 
Laws, 314 ; leaves Tsarskoe 
Selo lor Peterbof, 316; entt"rs 
St. Petersburg by river, 319; 
sprinkled with holy water, 323 : 
reads address in Winter Palace, 
325 ; flees back to Peterhor, 329 

Ti-, Tolstor'a protest iD, 4: UNIONS, Trade, lOoft 107 
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VISTD'LA. dead boclie5 iD. J00 
" Vladimir's Day," or " Bloody 

SIIDday," 1z, 319 
VoiiOOIIIikolf, ebia of secret police, 

"estcuted," 177-178 
Vorobielf, Dr., murder of, 187 

W .u., returo of soldien from, 97-
100, 131 J ell'c:ct oa Poi&Dd, 388-
289 

Wanaw, trade of, 288 ~ political 
p~rtie1ln, 293-299 ; pri10nen in, 
:1199 • JOO ; Goveraor • General's 
oft'er to revoltttioury Jewesses, 

. 300 
Winter Palace, massacre before, 

u, Ja; how guarded, 319; 
bcilliaot assembl:r in, 321-327 

Witte, Preside~at of Com!llittee of 
Mini&ten, J, 241 ; deputatioo to, 
18 J replies, 19; distrusWi b:r 
Liberals, u ; fatherly appeal to 
workerJo 22 ; earicaturedo 72 ; 
leaden of filWice petiti011 to. 
103 ; character discussed, uo ; 
.,.hinillg of, :102, %41 ; afraid of 
Constitutional Democrats, z.u; 
his Ul'ectatioa of liberalism, 3o8 ; 
resicns, 313; his removal ~~lakes 

Dum .. poaible, 318 ; in Cotmcil 
· of Empire, 131 

w~kmeo, demand uoivenal nftilr.. 
qe, 18, 19 ; dress of, :z6 ; 
p11.tience or, z8; first couocil of 
delegates, 37 ; homes of, 3S..,.S ; 
locked out, 40; houn of llobour, 
42 ; wages, 44 ; standard of food 
1o0cl work, 45o 114; IIIDIISelllCDts 

of, 47 : CODDeCticm with land, 
..s J sbot dowa. 8J ; equality of 

. their womeo, z6 ; their ani0111 In 
M01cow 1 105 ; "lh•ing ia," UJ ; 
wqes iaaeased, 114 ; quarten 
in order, Z:J2; growiDg Import· 
lollCe o1; 288 ; in PolaDcl, z8g ; 
their caodidates for nu.. lm­
pdso:&ed, 311 ; ooly 6fteell Ia 
Duma, 337 

Ze111$tvOS, recommead reforms, • ; 
~nd petition of Rights, 7 

Zemst~ meet in tec:ret. 6 ; 
discuss promi5ed Duma, 16; 
dr&w ap programme or political 
aims, 16-17 ; debate Witte'& 
clwacter, 1o0d nn.ish, IJO 

Zilliacas, writer oo stru~;gle Cor 
R~tslliao freedom, :a 

THE END 


