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FOREWORD 

THE present book, originally published in Swedish, deals· 
with the social state of Russia as it now is, after eig'ht years 
of Bolshevist rule and influence ; in it. I have traced its 
development up to the end of 1925. · 

I have always been interested in Russian social condi· 
tions-from 1904 to 1916 I visited the country every year 
and was, amongst other things, correspondent to ,the 
Swedish Press in the days of the first Imperial Duma 
(1906). Hence during the revolution years I have, on the 
one hand, · endeavoured to . utilize all opportunities that 
presented themselves to an outside observer wishing to 
form a correct judgment of Russian affairs-and here, I 
must own, I took less interest in the' Bolshevist theoretical 
propagandist writiitgs than in the Russian literature and 
newspapers which reflected these theories as translated into 
practice; on the other hand, for some. months in 1924, I 
have studied conditions on the spot during a.visit to Russia 
which tended considerably to modify my former conception 
of Soviet Russia and also, as I had hoped, gave me wider 
knowledge on which to form a judgment of its further 
development. 

CoPENHAGEN, 
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