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INTRODUCTION 
J_'HERE is no greater event in modem history than the Russian 
Revolution, whether It be considered in relation to the vast 
extent of the temtory wh1ch it has affected, or the nature and 
quahty of the changes which it has introduced, or the mass 
suffenng of which it has been the parent, or the influence wh1ch 
1t has exerted, and contmues to exert, in international relations. 
The break With Confucius m China may prove to be equally 
far-reaching m 1ts consequences ; bUt we know far too httle 
about China to be sure. The nearest parallel, and most helpful 
gwde to the understanding of recent events in Russia, is the 
French Revolution; a movement which now, thanks to the 
effiux of time and the labour of historians, can be judged with 
comparative accuracy 

The French Revolution was an attack 'on privilege; the 
BolsheVIk Revolution an attack on property. The one was 
the work of the bourgeoisie; the other of a knot of Communist 
sectaries working on the pas:;tons of a defeated army, and an 
ill-pru.d factory population. That r~volution w:ould occur in 
France, and m Russia, was a matter confidently foretold by 
many who vis1ted the two countries under their anCient 
monarchies, but, whlle the particUlar course of the French 
revolution was unforeseen, the peculiarity of the Russian 
revolution hes in the fact that Lenin the communist had long 
pred1cted the nature of his opportunity, and had the plan o( 
a Communist State ready formed in his brain. 

Each revolution was formidable by reason of the fact that 
it was the triumph of a doctrine ; but whereas the intellectual 
preparation for the French Revolution was the work of a 
great school of wnters using the French tongue, the BolsheVIk 
creed was made in Germany. The doctrme of the Dictator
ship of the Proletariat, whlch is the diStinctive fature of the 
Russian creed, was derived from the writings of Karl ·Marx, 
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a German Jew. It was exotic, not a native Russian product, 
and its cl-tentele was largely to be found among the persecuted 
Russian co-religionists of its author. 

Both m Russia and in France the peasants, profiting by 
the general confusion, seiZed the lands of the nobles and 
gentry of the neighbourhood, and as no French government 
has dared to upset the land settlement of the revolution, so 
no Russian government will venture to annul the vast transfer 
of property wh1ch has been effected in the tune of trouble. 
Indeed the principal security of the Bolshevdd will be found 
to consist not in the popularity of their commurust doctrme, 
but in, the wide dlffusion of private property among the 
peasants which lS associated With their reg~me. , 

Each revolution was anb-rehg10us m character, and resulted 
in a scheme of lay schools supported by the pubhc purse. 
In each case amb1tious educational ideals, compounded of 
enlightenment and folly, were accompanied by a temporary 
paralysis of real,.educabon. There is, however, this profound 
dlfference between the French and the Russian revolutionary 
state. The French system is based upon the equality of all ; 

-the Russtan upon the tyranny- of a class. It 1S sufficient to 
observe that the son of the peasant and the artisan has a 
preferential claim to education in a Russian University. 

Both revolutions were profoundly infi~enced by foreign 
wars. It was the failure of the Tsarist government to conduct 
war efficiently which gave the Bolshevlld their opportunity, 
just as 1t was fore1gn invasion which led to the execution of 
Louis XVI and the estabhshment of the Terror. In each 
case the revolutionary government was helped by the activities 
of foreign powers allymg themselves with- parties in the 
revolutionary state. There was, however, one important 
dlfference between the two cases. The Powers, who fought 
the French revolution, wiShed to restore the Bourbons. The 

• Entente, in the recent war, accepted the Russian revolution; 



I ntrotluction vii 

but they entered into a war upon the Bolsheviki when it was 
clear that they were set upon a peace Wlth the Germans. 

Each revolution was doctrinaire and propagandist. Robes-
pierre and Lenin had a cause in which they saw a promise 
for the redemption of humanity. The creed of France was 
Liberty, Fraternity, Equahty; the creed of Russia, the 
D1ctatorslup of the Proletariat. 

The French revolutionary government almost immediately 
reverted to the ancient French tradition of administrative 
centralization. Even so the Russian communists govern with 
the secret pohce of the Tsarist regsme. In foreign pohcy, 
however, there is a difference. Revolutionary France swung 
back at once to the doctrine of the Rhine frontier which was 
the diplomatic tradition of ancient France, and so became 
mvolved in a war of conquest. The Bolsheviki, on the 
contrary, continue to pursue a policy of cosmopohtan conspiracy; 
and trust to doctrine rather than to guns to extend therr rule. 

The schism between revolutionary France and Europe lasted 
for more than twenty years, but though the doctrinal cleft 
between communist Moscow and the individualist societies of 
Western Europe is profound, Germany has already made a 
pact with the Bolshevist state. 

The main outlines of French society to-day were traced by 
the thinkers of the French revolution. Civil marriage, secular 
schools, equality before the law, the abolition of privilege in 
finance, religious toleration, parliamentary governm~nt, all 
these conquests of the revolutionary spirit have been 
triumphantly maintained. In Russia large concessions have 
already been made to the principle of capitalism. The 
doctrine of Lenin has lost much of its vigour under the 
ineluctable pressure of events ; but though Communism will 
fail, both at home and abroad, the old regsme m Russia has 
gone once for all, and there is no power in the world which 
can restore it. 
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To the understanding of this vast and complex Russian 
movement, this volume makes an important contribution. 
Since Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace published his famous 
book in 1887, I doubt whether any more substantial treatise 
on Russian affarrs has been published in the English language. 
Of the authors, one is a Russian and the other a Bntish subject 
long res1dent in the old Russian emprre. Each has suffered 
imprisonment ; M. Makeev at the hands of the Tsarist Govern· 
ment, Mr. O'Hara at the hands of the Bolsheviki. 

M. Makeev became a member of the Social Revolutionary 
party in 1904. Later he took part in the Co.operative move
ment and in the activities of Local Government. Early in 1917 
he became a member of the board of the all-Russian Union of 
Zemstvos, of which he was elected president in succession to 
Prince Lvov, and in October of the same year he became a 
member of the Constituent Assembly for Vladimir. He left 
Russia in 1919. His collaborator, Mr. O'Hara, has also a long 
and varied experience of Russian affairs, gained in business 
and as a member of the Anglo. Russian Committee in Petrograd, 
and as taking part, at the invitation of the Foreign Office, in 
the British pohtical mission to the Baltic States in 1919 

The attempt of the two authors to tell the truth about 
Russia, and to enable an accurate Judgment to be formed as 
to the essential factors in the historical growth and political 
condition of this vast country is obvious upon every page. 
And since the reader i~ here invited neither to condemn nor to 
extenuate, but simply to understand, this volume should be 
read when thousands of polenucal treatises on Russia, the 
fruits of anger, horror, prejudice, and spite, have passed into 
oblivion. H. A. L. FISHER. 

September, 1925. 
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APPENDIX I 

SUMMARY OF MoRlt IMPORTANT DATA AND DATES OF 

RusSIAN HISTORY TO THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTUltY, 

Centurus 
and Years. 

VIIIc-IXc 

IX e-X c. 

about 1054 

XII t 

Il47 
n6g 

XIII c. · 

about 1224 

Slav settlements m the basm of the Dnieper, and in the 
north along the nvers Volga and Oka. Tradmg centres 
and towns Three clnef centres of civlb.zation. Novgorod 
1n north-west, Kl.ev m south-west, Tmutatakan m 
south-east. Coming of the Norsemen 
The Slavs Wlth the help of Norsemen successfully repel 
attacks of WJ.ld trlbes. The Norsemen supported by the 
tradmg towns and centres extend thell' pnnapahties, 
that of Kl.ev bemg the most tmportant The Slavs 
advance to shores of the Black Sea and Sea of Azov. 
The nver tradmg route from Novgorod to Kiev estab· 
hshed Slav settlements in dJiection of countrles of 
Arabtan ClVlhzation. Close relations Wlth Byzantium 
.4 dopt•on of ChnstJam.ty and of Greek alphabet. 
The Slavs spread over temtory between the rivers Oka 
and Volga where a number of pnncipahtles and towns 
anse. In the .first half of th1s century the Klev State 
cleats the. south of nomadlc trlbes. In the second half 
of the century renewed mcurs1ons of other WJ.ld trlbes. 
Ftrst collectlon of Rusnan laws (Russkaya Pravda). 
Free-lance, roV1ng retainers of pnnces (Boyirs), settle 
down as landed propnetors. 
Settlement of north-east Russ1a. proceeds. A new 
centre lS formed at Suzdal uvalling Klev and Novgorod 
m tmportance Change m toutes of world trade from 
Eastern to Western Europe, ,Declme of the Klev State. 
FJrst mentUJn of Moscow Struggle for supremacy 
among the Russtan pnnces Capture of Kuo by Pnnce 
Andre1 of Suzdal-Vlad:imtr. Slav penetration eastwatds. 
Development of the "folk-mote" mstitlltions (Veche). 
Legendaty poetry and church hterature fiounsh Rise 
of Moscow. 
Dechne of By.rantJum adversely ;~.fleets trade along the 
Novgorod and Klev route. Temtory around Klev 
becomes devastated and from the bme of the .first Tartar 
mvas10n. when the hordes of J enghlz Khan defeated the 
RuSSlans at the battle of Kalka unbl the 15th century 
Klev drops out of Russian lustory _ Other centres m 
North east of Russ1a assume growmg Importance, 

32l 21 
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XIV c. 

XV c. 

1456, 1 ... 63 

1470, 1485 
J-t8o 

Russia 

Suzdal, 'Tver and Moscow. The Novgorodians advance 
north and east to Whtte Sea and Urals. Russta is now 
spht up mto a number of small pnnClpaltttes 
Invaston of Batu Khan. Devastatlon of South-west of 
Russta. North-east Russta submtts to the Tartar yoke. 
Development of popular mstttuttons (Vee/us) in 
Novgorod. Novgorod, a Veche repubhc wtth a pnnce 
at head as leader of the m1htary forces. In North-east 
Russta (Vladimtr, Suzdal, Rostov, Yaroslav, etc), the 
pnnces with help of the Tartars take upper hand over 
the VechPs Swedes advance to Novgorod after con
quenng Fmland. German settlements on the Balttc. 
Ltthuanta forms an mdependent state partly on the 
ruins of South RusSta The Hanseatic League, a uruon 
of large tradmg centres of North-west German (Lubeck, 
Hamburg, Bremen, etc.), })egm to trade With Novgorod. 
Tartars hmder Slav settlement m the Soutb and South
east of RuSSta, The Moscow pnnce becomes " the 
servant of the Khan " and wtth h1s support a~sumes tttle 
of Grand Duke The unmcation of Russta proceeds. 
Moscow now the largest town after Novgorod and Pskov 
nvals Novgorod as centre for foretgn trade, especially 
wtth southern countnes and Mtddle Asta, After many 
unsuccessful efforts to free themselves from Tartar 
oppresston the Russian pnnces under Dmttri Donskoi 
defeat Tartars at Kul•kovo. Church becomes more and 
more national. Growth of her pohttcal stgnlficance. 
Appearance of heresy. Break up of the Golden Horde 
into three Khanates : Kazan, Astrakhan,- Crimea. To 
the west of Moscow the newly-formed Poltsh Ltthuaruan 
Confederatton 1s a menace. The Novgorodtans penetrate 
to Stberia over the Urals m search of furs. 
The Moscow pnnce profits by the gradual weakening of 
the Tartar power, and extends his domimon northwards. 
The Kazan Khanate checks th1s movement m the east. 
In the north the Muscovttes follow the old Novgorodtan 
routes eastwards and cross the Ural Mountams mto 
Stbena. Unable to free himself completely from the 
Tartar yoke the Moscow pnnce returns to the old pohcy 
of nomtnal submtSSion and 1S thus enabled to extend hts 
power over netghbounng temtones Ivan III (I462-
1505). Break up of Tartar Domtmon. A strong 
national stock-Great RuSSlan-created. Moscow out
nvals Novgorod economtcally. Raa.zan and Yaroslau 
subput to Moscow. Senes of wars between Moscow and 
Novgorod ends by submasston of latter. Submisston of 
Tver. 



XVI c. 

1552 
1556 

Appendix I 323 
Growth of the Pohsh Ltthuaman State. Muscovite 
advance to Ftnrush Gulf. 
Defeat of Llthuamans. 
The change of Moscow from a pnnetpabty .to a State and 
the " treachery., of Byzantium in recognizmg the Pope's 
authonty gtve nse to a new pohttco-rehgtous theory of 
the State. Church teaches that centre of Orthodoxy is 
now Moscow-the third Rome In consequence of the 
mamage of Ivan III Wlth Sophia PaJeologue, mece of 
the last ByzantJ.ne Emperor, the muscoVIte rulers con
stder themselves entitled to all the honours of the 
tmpenal d1gn1ty. The Church becomes thetr obedtent 
servttor. New growth of heresy. New eodex of laws 
(" Sudebmk.'') Appearance of a new mthtary landed 
class, nucleus of the future nobthty, an offset to the old 
Boyar anstocracy. South-west Russ1a falls Into the 
bands of Poland. 
The Moscow State now .covers the vast temtory known 
later as the Governments of Moscow, Novgorod, Tula, 
Iver, Vladrmtr, fuazan, NtJni-Novgorod, Smolensk, 
Yaroslav, Archangel, Vologda, Kostroma. Moscow one 
of the largest towns in Europe Dtrect relattons wtth 
England during retgn of Ivan the Terrible (1553-1584). 
Moscow drawn mto trade between Europe and Asta. 
Unsuccessful attempt to reach the Balttc Sea. Llvonian 
wars. Expanston eastwards and south-eastwards along 
the Volga and towards Steppes Colomzab.on becomes 
regular state pohcy. Capture of Ka.zan Capture of 
Astrakhan. Colomsatlon leads to 'buddmg of towns and 
fortresses. State colomzatton mostly follows on lmes of 
settlements made by free Cossacks, runaway peasants 
and enterpnsmg traders. ExpanSion beyond the Urals 
on same lmes Conquest of Stberia by Ermak. Aggra
vattou of dlsabthttes of peasants at home helps on 
colonizatton. Growmg dependence on landlords. Efforts 
of latter to bmd peasants more closely to the land. 
Clandestme fhght of peasants to free lands. Advance to 
south meets Wlth great opposttton from powerful Cnmean 
Khan Attacks of latter on Moscow State. Moscow m 
danger. Tartar successes not t>llowed up. Muscovtte 
advance southwards proceeds. The old Boyar ansto
cracy descended from the anetent Runk prmces and 
thetr retamers, in endeavounng to mamtam and 
strengthen its pnvlleged posttton meets wtth vtgorous 
opposttlon from the new military caste of landholders 
and the trading classes The Ojmchsna of I van the 
Temble. The Boyar Duma or CounCJ.lloses Slgmficance. 



XVII c. 
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I6o:t, 16o4 

1612 

1647 
1697 

XVIII c. 

Russia 

Terror of Ivan dll'ecte~ not only against Boyara but 
agamst other soctal groups holdmg out for the old order 
and agamst the Church. 
Posttion of peasantry grows from bad to worse owmg 
to harsh exploitation by the new class of landlords. 
Boru Godunov's" reforms;,. (1) Metropohtan of Russtan 
Orthodox Church now becomes Patnarch : (~)peasantry 
prohibtted from IDlgrabng to other lands---5erfdom. 
Destitution 1n the central dlstncts Intenstve Coloni
zation of South-west Russta. Brest Church Umon as 
mstrument for bnngmg orthodox peasantry under 
subjection of Poles (Umates). 
Fll'st half of century mostly taken up wtth internal 
developments End of the Runk dynasty and struggle 
for throne Ftrst Romanov, Michael (t6I3-I645). 
Temble famtnes Moscow Government takes strong 
measures to prevent " runaway " movement among 
peasants and thell' free settlement 1n the south. 
Troublous Tune Soctal and economtc character of 
struggle among peasantry, runaways and Cossacks. 
Impostors and Pretenders. Foreign mtervention
Poles, Swedes. Rev1val 'of national feehng Moscow 
cleared of Poles Expansion .to east. Settlement in 
Stbena proceeds. Ftrst expedition across north-east of 
Russta and Stbena to Pa.c11ic Ocean by the Cossack 
DeJnev who passed the stratta 70 years later "discovered" 
by Behnng Kamchatka occup1ed by Cossacks Gradual 
resumption of lost temtories in south durmg second 
half of thts century. During reign of Tsar Alexei (I645-
1676) Ukrame breaks away from Poland and becomes 
mtegral part of Russ1a "Department of Secret Matters" 
under immedtate control of Tsar-germ of the Pohce 
State. Efforts to estabhsh regular army. Growth of 
the new anstocracy. More ngorous measures for 
" attachmg " peasantry to land. Code of Tsar Alexet
laws of a bureaucratic state based on serfdom. Peasant 
mmg under Stenka Rann sternly suppressed by now well 
organ1zed army. Church whlch ~ xegamed certatn 
influence durmg Troublous Tllile agam subiDlts to State 
towards end of century. Schtsm--Old R.ttuahsts or Old 
Behevers. Western m.ftuence tn Moscow. Penetration 
of techmcal, pohtical and rehglous tdeas. Streltsi, the 
nucleus of the standmg army, gets out' of order. 
Peter the Great (x689-17:z6). Turbulent Streltsi dts
banded leads to formation of regular army and fleet on 
western tnodel. Colomzation expans1on eastwards and 
westwRl'ds to Baltic Sea where strong opposition from 
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1787-91 
1772, 1793. 

1795 
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Swedes has to be overcome RussJans beaten by the 
Swedes at Narva-begmnmg of" northern war." Peter 
recreates army. Defeat of Swedes at Poltava. Landmg 
of RussWl troops ' in Sweden. Stockholm dJStnct 
ravaged. By Treaty of Nystadl Swedes c:ede L1voma, 
Estoma, part of Fmland (Wyborg), Ingna and Kareha to 
Russia Harbours of Reval and Riga now Russian In 
I 71 I he had proclarmed hunself " Emperor of all Russia." 
Azov restored to Turks. Peman expedition. Expansion 
to Caspian Sea. Advance to Khiva Feveruhreformmg 
zeal. Old Boyar Duma transformed mto Senate With 
ill-defined functions, legiSlative, adr:mmstratlve, execu
tive, )Udictal, whtary Pohce bureaucratic system 
developed. DIVIsion of Russia mto nme adr:mmstrabve 
diStncts under governors wtth extensive powers By 
estabhshment of Holy Synod, under a lay Procurator 
Church deftmtely subordmated to State Efforts to 
mtroduce direct md1V1dnal taxation falhng espectally ~n 
peasantry. Plantmg of factones F~rst lay schools 
Increase of mfluence of nobles under successors of Peter 
the Great (Cathenne I, 1725-1727 : Peter II, 1727-
1730 ; Anne 173o-1740 : Ivan VI, 174o-1741 ; Ehza
beth, 1741-1761; Peter III, 1761-1762). They acqurre 
many pnVIleges : educational advantages, freedom from 
obhgatory military serv:tce, etc. Extension of serfd9m 
by reason of grants of state lands to the nobility m retum 
for serv:tces. General dechne m pos1tion of peasantry 
owmg to heavy taxation, recrwtmg and proh1b1tion to 
leave village Abol1t1on of the system of local customs 
dut:es wsthJt• lhe EmpJre makes for economic umty. 
Cathenne II the Gf'eat State coloruza.bon progresses 
south and south-east to shores of sea of Azov Colom
za.t.J.on of New Russia and North Caucasus. Forward 
fore1gn pohcy: Faf's' Turkash War ended by the peace 
of Kuchuk whlch gave Russta access to the Mediter
ranean Cnmea part of Russ1an Emprre. 
Second Turkuh Wa,. ended by peace of Jassy. 
PartttJons of Poland. Russia rece1ves Whlte Russia, 
most of the Ukrame, Volhynta, Podoha, and greater 
part of Llthuama and Kurland. Dechne of SwediSh 
mfluence. Growth of PruSSlan tn:ftuenc.e. Georg•a tncor
poratetl .,, Emjnre 
Home pohcy strengthenmg of the mfluence of the 
nobility New admtmstrabve dlvtsion of Emp1re (forty 
governments and about three hundred new towns). New 
departmental orgamzabon Nobll1ty gtven constderable 
share m provmClal government. It controls pohce and 
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judictal admuustration. Economtc revtval. End of 
system of grantmg monopohes to indtviduals The 
wealthy serf-ownmg nobility start many factones. 
About one-hundred-and-sixty-one of these m 1796. The 
bourgeots elements, merchants, etc , assert themselves. 
Abusesofserfdom. Saleofserflabour. PugtJCheoRmng. 
State power starts pohcmg itself. Rights of the nobihty 
greatly curtaued under Paul I. Growmg centrahzatton. 
Under Catherme the Great a remarkable revival in 
cultural hfe. Western influences, French plulosophy. 
Formation of Russtan as a hterary language. Ltberal 
movement among the nobility. Fonnatlon of the Intel
bgentsla. Freemasonry. Rehgious movements : Schism 
and sects Strong feehngs of fntelligentsxa "' serfdom. 
pohce system, etc. Novikov, Rad1shtsev Uourney to 
Moscow). · 
F;rst Anglo-Russ;an AllJance. Parttc1pation of Russ1a 
tn coahtton agamst Revolutionary France. 
ExtenSion of Russ1an territory und.Ccompanied by 
expanston of Russtan population. 
Incorporat:Lon of Gecwgta and M~ngrel,a. Foreign pohcy 
of the Emptre dictated not so much by Russian natlonal 
interests as by the pohtical sympathies and ant:Lpath1es 
of autocratlc nllers, by their destre to save " legttlmate 
order " in Europe, to defend the old system against 
the new, and espectally to prevent "the po1son of the 
French Revolution " from penetrating mto Russia. 
Anglo-RusSian Alhance broken off on concluSion under 
Alexander I (t8or-x825) of the TYeaty of Tdstt when 
RuSSia was exposed to the so-called Continental 
Blockade of Napoleon During this penod Russia 
annexes Finland (x8o9) as far as the river Torneo 
grant:Lng her full admmiStratlve and pohtlcal autonomy. 
Annexation of Bessarab1a (xSu), Im~etta (x8xo) and 
part of Trans-Caucasta {I8I3)· The Nataonal War 
agamst France. Russian Army tn Pans (1814) Congress 
of Vunna and the Holy Allaanc.. Further partition of 
Poland. The Russtan Empire at the summit of its 
power in Europe. Nicholas I (I825-1855) wages war 
With Turkey (t826-1828) and wtth PerSia. PeiJCI 
Treat•es of Turkmanchas wtth Pers1a. (Russ1a acqutrmg 
F.rlvan and Nakhichevan distncts), and of Adt'aanople 
wtth Turkey (Russxa extendmg her temtory to the 
north of the Danube: to the Caucas1an shore of the 
Black Sea, and in TranscaucaSia), Serb1a, Moldavia and 
Vallachia guaranteed autonomy. By the support of 
Russia, France and England, Greece becomes au 
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mdependent state (I83o). r,eaty of Lottdott. BelgJan 
neutrahty guaranteed by the Great Powers. SupJwessson 
of the Hunganan Revoll by Russian forces. Cnmean 
Wa,. ends Wlth Treaty of Pam. Southern part of 
Bessarabta goes to Turkey. Russian fieet not allowed 
1n the Black Sea In the Baltlc Sea Russta not allowed 
to fortify the Aland Islands. 
Home Affa~rs: Rise of mdustnal capttabsm in Russta. 
Problems of serfdom, education and decentrabzatlon of 
admmlStratlon Refoma of the SenatiJ wh1ch now takes 
" the h1ghest place m the Emptre " after the Emperor. 
Creation of e1ght M1mstnes replacmg the functions of the 
College system of Peter the Great. 
Alexander I puts an end to grant of serfs to nobility. 
Ukaze re free peasantry gave landowners ,nght to hberate 
serfs. Four new umvers1ties founded, a number of 
secondary schools and primary schools Autocratic 
reaction agamst prmc1ples of the French Revolution. 
Infiuence of Arakcheev (I8I4-18zs). The Ideal of 
Napoleomc France appeals to many lugher oflictals 
Speranskl's LlberallSm. The progressive Intelligentsia 
under the 1nfiuence of French Revolutionary 1deals. 
Secret SOCieties: the o,.de,. of Russsan Kmghts, U?no8 
of Salt•atJon, Uni&n of Welfa" which spht up mto 
Southern Socuty and Norlhern Socuty. 
Outbreak of the Dekfllmsl Revolt on accession of 
N1cholas I to throne. 
Pohsh lnsu1Tect,on From t1us time Nicholas I adopts 
most reactionary pohcy. Creation of the Gendannene 
and of the Tlurd Section 
Growth of RusSian hterature and art. Gnboyedov 
(1795-I8:z9), Pushkln (1799-I837), Koltzov (18o8-I842), 
Gogol (x8o9-t852), Lennontov (x8I.f-I86x), Shevchenko 
(I8I4-186I) : Kuprensld, Brullov, Ivanov, Fedorov : 
!artists) Ghnka, DrogomiJSki, etc, etc. (mus1ctans), 

Conquest of the Caucas'IU 
Bokha,a and Khtva become dependent States. 
AcqulSttlon of Tu,kestan and the Fergan ~gt.on Franco
German War gt.ves Alexander II (x8ss-t88x) opporturuty 
of retneving Sltuatlon 1n tbe Black Sea {London 
Con11enhtm). 
Franco-RuSStan alliance replaced in 1863 by the Prusso· 

'Russtan entente dtrected agamst Austna and less openly 
agamst France. Se&r'et defenstve alltance wsth p,ussta. 
Balkan Wa,. for the hberauon of the Slav peoples from 
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1878 the Tur1ash yoke ended by TYeaty of San Stefano 
independence of Serbia, Montenegro, Rumarua, and part 
of Bulgaria • spectal terms for the Armemans under 
Turkish rule , Russia receives Ardagan. Kars, Batum 

1878 and Batazet. In the BeYlzn CongYess under Austrian and 
Engbsh pressure, and With conn1vance of Germany, the 
terms of the Treaty of San Stefano are modlfied to the 
diSadvantage of Russia and of Slav mterests: the 
Bulganan temtory is reduced by half , eastern Rumeba 
is given back to the nuhtary and pobtical control of 
Turkey: reduction of temtones of Serb1a and Monte
negro which are separated by narrow comdors under 
Austnan control. Austrm occup1es Bosnm and Herze
govma ; Macedoma and a stnp of land on the lEgean 
Sea gxven back to Turkey as also the fortress of Batazet , 
RUSSia not allowed to fortify Batum 
The ambiguous German pohcy and espectally the aggres
SIVe tactics of Wllham I aud B1smark agamst France lead 
to strained relations between Russia and Germany 
SecYel Auswo-GeYman Allzance aimed agamst Russia 
Anglo-Russian confuct of mterests m Middle Asta 
Alexander III's (t88r-1894) plan to keep Russ1a entirely 
out of European affairs. 
Franco-Russian understandmg 1n 1890 leads to a Military 

1895 Convention m 1893 and to the FYanco-Russtan Allzance 
Ho~ Affatrs • The Cnmean War (I853-I856) shows the 
complete failure of the old system of rule and of serfdom 

1856 "Better" says Alexander II" to abohsh serfdom from 
above than to wait untl11t abohsbes 1tself from beneath " 
The Russian Intelligentsia stand up for Abobtlon (cf the 
works of RadlSbcbev, Pusbkm, Gogol, Nekrasov, 
Turgenev, Aksakov, Tolstoy, Henen, Cbernyshe"sla) 

Feb 19, 1861 Mansfesto of Alexander II re I.tbeYat.on of the SeYjs. 
Under the influence of the reactionary nobility the land 
reforms are earned out unsatisfactonly Great dlS
content among the peasantry. The more radical groups 
of the Intelligentsia look forward to a revolution 
(Chernyshevsla, Dobrobubov, M1khailov) The hberal 
nulseus of the nobllity mslSt on judlc1al and admmlS· 
tratlve reforms, on the mtroductlon of local government, 
and summonmg of elected representatives of the whole 
State DISCOntent spreads to the uruversities and 

1863 higher schools. Growth of NJ.bJ.hsm (PlSarev) PolJSit 
I nsurrecl•on arouses sympathy among Russtan hberal 
and radlcal nulJeus. 

1864 TM Jud~c•al and Adman•st,atwe Reforms: Zemstvo 
local government ; system of elementary and secondary 
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schools , press censorshtp mod1fied , abohtton of corpora I 
pumshment, etc , etc. 
Secret Soc1ettes and revolutionary movement Bakumn 
Nechaev's "Popular Vengeance" (v "Demons" of 
Dostoevsla) Labour stnkes m Petersburg (1870). 
Statute of mun•"P<Jl admJnJstratwn and mtrodnctlon of 
obhgatory mtlJtary serv~e~ for all m place of old recrutttng 
system-measures already planned m x864. 

' Fanune in the Samara government 
T~ lhe People movement of the Intelligentsia 
(fl. "Va.rgm 500" of Turgenev). Severe government 
represmon. Con1hct of pubhc opmton wtth Governm.ent. 
Growth of revoluttonary actlvtttes. 
Land and Freedom and People's Wall Terronsm 
Assassanatson of Alexander II. 
Manrlesto of Alexander III (r88r-x894) re the unalter
able character of the Autocracy No constttuttonal 
reforms to be expected 
The reactionary influence of , Pobtedonostsev, the 
Procurator of the Holy Synod. •• Enforced Protectton " 
-a system of marttallaw 
The Peasants' Bank and the Nobles' Bank estabhshed. 
Farst labour leg•slataon mtroduced by the Mtmster of 
Fmance, Bunge. Natlonal nghts curtatled. 
J ustlces of the peace m the villages replaced by Govern
ment oflictals chosen from the nobility, Zemskie 
Naehalmks ~dtStnct chlefs or heads) wtth enormous 
powers of Jurudtctlon over local peasantry. The Poles 
depnved of nght to be c1Vll servants m Poland or m the 
western provmces. 
The powers of Junes curtatled • 
Restrutaons of Zemstvo self-government rtghts •• Govern
ment control extended over -zemstvo actlvttles 
M umcspal affa•rssubJected to greater govemmentcoqtrol 
Constructton of the Trans-Stberaan RaJiway started. 
Ntcholas n (I894-I9I7) 
Culture of th1 Penod. • 
J Goncharov, J. Turgenev, N Nekrasov, Fedor 
Dostoevsla, A Ostrovsla, M .Paltykov, Lev Tolstoy, 
A Chekhov, MaXIm Gorla, J Bunm 
Aivazovsld, Repm, Sunkov, Wasnetzov, Vrubel, LeVItan, 
Serov. 
A Rub1nstem, A Borodm, Chalkovskl, Musorgski, 
Rlmskl-Korsakov, Glazunov. 
Mechmkov, Bekhterev, Sechenov, Pavlov, Mendeleev, 
Lebedev; also the explorers Semenov·TlaDSbansla, 
Przevalsla, Kozlov, etc. 
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