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PREFACE

Never in the history of the world has it
happened that a prophet of a new political
and spiritual idealism has had during his
lifetime such a following as has Mahatma
Gandhi of India, to-day. His doctrine has
spread to Egypt, Palestine, Ceylon, to South
China, even to Haiti and Santo Domingo
and the Philippines. These facts force
one to give serious consideration to this
man. '

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was in-
troduced to New York and through New
York to the rest of the United States in
the early part of April 1921 by John Haynes
Holmes of the Community Church, in a
sermon entitled “Who is the Greatest
Man in the World To-day ?” Previous to
that time the few scattered articles about
this Indian *Saint” had passed almost
unnoticed. Basanta Koomar Roy followed
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Mr. Holmes's illuminating address with an
article which was published in the *“Inde-
pendent”, and from that time on interest
began to centre around the man who before
the year was over was to.focus the atten-
tion of the entire world.
During the succeeding summer and fall,
news of the nationalist uprising that had
started in India two years before began to
appear in the public prints, together with
" the echoes of the monster gathering of the
previous December when 33,000 delegates,
representing more than 300 million people,
had pledged the country tothe achieve-
ment of Swaraj (Self-Government) by “all
peaceful and legitimate means”. Decem-
ber of that year brought the news that
another great Congress had reaffirmed the-
decision of the previous year and had
bestowed upon Gandhi what amounted to
absolute powers of leadership. ~ Then
March of this year 19232 brought the news of
his arrest by order of the British Raj.
-In view of the significant character of .
these events it seems desirable that a
~ compilation should be made from the im- .
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pressive mass of material, that, in the
months since the delivery of Mr. Holmes’
first sermon, has appeared in the press of
the United States,~mostly, as was to be
-expected, inthe eastern states, Let me
say in the beginning that I have chosen
from the material at my disposal—much
.of it, needless to say, antagonistic and
inaccurate, not to say wilfully perverted—
.only such articles and extracts from
articles as would present, justly and sym-
pathetically, the case of Gandhi and the
movement which is predicated in his
doctrines and ideals, Gandhi is a great
heretic and therefore subject to misrepre-
sentation, as he himself points out in his
letter to the'“ Survey”, but the truth
always survives attack, and later on must
-come the universal understanding and with
it the sympathy, of which the articles
herein included may be said to be the
contemporary forecast. The amazing and.
gratifying thing is that America has had
‘those who, during the life of the Mahatma,
have seen him for what he is and visualiz-
«d what he yet shall be,
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. The work of Gandhi and the non-violent.
resistance programme would not have secu-
red such appreciative and intelligent a res-
ponse from the American public had not
many cultured Indians and liberty-loving
Americans prepared the ground by spread-
ing the truth about India and the struggle-
of its people for their birthright of freedom.
(That this response must be described as
limited, is regrettable.) - Among the Indians
who have contributed to our ungderstanding:
of the Indian situation should be mention-
ed particularly, Lajpat Rai who did much
with tongue and pen to interest Smericans
in the problems of his country, Taraknath
Das, and Syud Hossain whose more inti--
mate personal knowledge of the non-co--
operation movement, together with a rare
insight into a great man, have served to-
increase and stabilize our comprehension
of ‘what seems to'some of usto be the-
most momentous thing that is going on in
the world at the present time. Among-
Americans should be mentioned Miss
Agnes. Smedley—a tireless,. able, pioneer-
worker for India, men like Robert Morse-
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Lovett, of the, New Republic *whose time
and energy are alwaysat the service of
that country, Norman Thomas one of the
first to open our eyes to the unrest in
India, Rev, J. T. Sunderland whose long
residence there enabled him to write so-
~vividly of this unrest—in addition to Mr.
Holmes who has made Gandhi a living-
presence to us. «
Believing that a compilation (like non-
violent resistance itself) requires ‘“exem-
plary truthfulness” and that it gains
nothing by “exaggeration or distortion of
facte”—if I may quote from Gandhi
himself—I have endeavored in the follow-
ing pages to give not only the spirit but
the letter of the unique movement that is
going forward so successfully in India..
Certain articles have been cut to prevent
duplication of thought, and others have-
been given only in part, when .it seemed.
desirable to stress some particular phase-
of the subject. The vital need of a com--
pilation such as this book presents, arises.
not alone because of the considered, as-
well asthe unintentional misrepresenta--
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tion that a'movement of this sort must
“inevitably call forth, but because there is
-contained in the truth concerning it, an
-active principle that is greatly needed
‘to-day. Gandhi has said that his message
“is for humanity. He is looking beyond
India to the world, and he is saying “return
‘not evil for evil, -but return ye good for
evil”. The message that was Christ's two
thousand years ago is the Mahatma's
“to-day. Shall we not—must we not give
heed to it ? |

BLANCHE WATSON

:38, GRAMERCY PARK,} |
NEw YORK CITY,



“Let us seek the truth everywhere;
let us cull it wherever we can find its
blossom or seed. Having found the
seed let us scatter it to the winds of
heaven. Whenever it may come,
whithersoever it may blow, it will be
able to germinate.”

From “Tolstoy: the Free Spirit™™
“The Forerufiners "
Romain Rolland,
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GANDHI AND NON-VIOLENT
RESISTANCE

GANDHI

Who is it walks across the world to-day ? -

A Christ or Buddha on the common way—

This man of peace through whom all India
draws °© .. : : SR

Breathlessly near to the eternal will ?

Hush, what if on our earth is born again

A leader who shall conquer by the sign

Of one who went strange ways in
Nazareth ? S

‘Who is it sits within his prison cell

The while his spirit goes astride the world ?

This age- fulﬁllmg one through whom
speak out

The Vedas and Upanishads—who went

Naked and hungry forth to find the place:

Where human woe is deepest and to' feel

The bitterest grief of India’s tragic-land ?
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Whose is this peace that challenges a
world, -
That calls divine resistance to a will
No man upholds ? Whose is this voice
Through whom the Orlent comes arti-
culate ? ' :
Whose love is this that is an unsheathed
- sword
To pierce the body of hypocrisy ?
Whose silence this that calls across the
~world? o
In this strange leader’ are all races met ;
In his heart East and West are one
immortally ; - :
Through him . Love sounds her clarion
endlessly 1
To millions prostrate who have lam age-
long -
Beneath the oppressor’s. heel——unwea,ned'
- saint, '
‘Who gives them back the ancient memory
Of a great dawn, a lost inheritance. . -
A I S ‘
In his deep prison there in India.
Somehow abreast w1th. sun and sky he
Waits.. :
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What ¥ ___.ua Christ is crucified

By sotne reluctant Pilate—if again

The blind enact their old Gethsemane ?
* * * *

Tread softly, world, perhapé a Christ
leads on

To-day in India.

Mary SiegrisAt
(From *“ The Survey " April 1922.)



~ THE GOSPEL OF GANDHI
NON-VIOLENCE

Non-violence is the first article of my
faith, - It is the last article of my creed,
Non-violence is the law of our species as.
violence is the law of'the brute, The
"spirit lies dormant in the brute and he
knows no law but that of physical force.
The dignity of man requiresobedience to a
higher law—the strength of the spirit.
Non-violence is a perfect state. It is the-
goal towards which all mankind moves,,
naturally though unconsciously.
Non-violence is the way to freedom—not
the forced non-violence of the slave, but.
the willing non-violence of the brave and
free.. , -
AHIMSA, in its negative form, means not.
injuring any living being—whether by body
or mind. In its positive form, it means the
largest love—the greatest charity...This‘
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actlveyAhlmsa necessarily includes truth
and fearlessness. :

SOUL FORCE

If the world believes in the existence of
a soul, it must be recognized that soul-force
is better than body-force: it is the sacred
principle of love that moves mountains.

Love is the same as the force of the soul
or truth—it is Truth, We have evidence
of its working at every step. The universe
would disappear without that force.

Truth must always be simple. And
nothing that is simple or truthful admits
of violence.

God is, even though the world deny
Him. Truth stands even though there be
no public support. It is self-sustained.

INJUSTICE

No country can afford to bulld 1n]ustloe
into its walls, Such materlal is worthless
and will bring disaster. Amidst all the
conflicting interests of the day, this, at any
rate, should be clear “ nghteousness
exalteth 4 nation.” :



§ = GANDHI—NON-VIOLENT R 2 ANCE

- THE CIRCLE OF SIN

Generally we answer abuse with a
slap. A slap is returned with a double
glap. .The latter is folloﬁed by a kick, the-
kick by a bullet, and §0- the clrcle of sin
W1dens

RESTRAINT o

Restramt is the law of our bemg For
hlghest perfectmn is’ unattamable without
hlghest restramt '

ryet

CONSCIENCE

There 1s a higher court than ‘the courts-
of Justice, and that is the court of the
conscience, It supersedes all other courts.

RELIG]{ON

The 1nterests of . my country are
1dentlcal Wlth my rellgwn S

‘True rehglon is not formal rellglon or
customary rehglon, but that which under-
hes all rehgu,)ns—-a rellglon whlch brmgs
‘man face to face with his Maker '
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THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF -
' “PASSIVE RESISTANCE”

Passive resistance has come to stay.
Thank God for that—it is the herald of
peace. |,

The “passive resistance” movement is
in reality not a trade dispute nor a
political move. These are incidents of the
struggle. It is in reality the sign of the
awakening of the Asiatics to a sense of
their manhood—the token that they do
not mean to play a servile or degraded
part in our society. This is the wonderful
vision that Government and churches
alike have failed to see.

Passive resistance can only be carried
on to a successful conclusion if the cause
is just. Injustice and passive res1stance
have no affinity. '

- Passive resistance is an all-sided sword ;
it can be used in any way; it blesses
him who uses it and him against whom it
is used without drawmg a drop of blood ; it
produces far-reaching results. It never
rusts and cannot be stolen. Competltlon
between passive resisters does not exhaust
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them. - The sword of paselve reslétance
does not require. a scabbard and ote can-
not forcibly be dispossessed of it.

NON-CO-OPERATION : THE. WEAPON -
OF NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

N on—co-operatlon isa process of evolvmg
strength and self- rehance

N on-co-operatlon isa unlversa,l doctrme,
because it is as apphcable to family
telations as to any other. It means
Tothing less than trammg in self- sa.crlﬁce.

Non-co-operation cannot be carried on
except in an atmosphere of non-violence.
Non-co- operatlon is non-violence..

REJECTION is as much of an 1deal as.
the acceptance of a thing. It is as necessary
to reject untruth as it is to accept truth!
All religions teach that two opposite forces
act upon us, ‘and that the human endea-
vor consists in a series. of eternal rejec-’
tions and acceptances. Non-co-operation
with evil is as much a duty as co-operation
with good.
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LOVE

The hardest fibre must melt in the fire
of Love.". I cannot be dislodged from my
position because I know this. When other
natures do not respond, the fire is not
strong enough—if it is there af all. -

From “REALITY”
THE BAHAI MAGAZINE,
August 1922,



LETTER FROM MAHATMA' GANDHI

TO THE EDITOR OF '“THE SURVEY ",

- “I amaware that America is at the pre~
sent moment following the Indian strug-
gle with keep, growing and sympathetic
interest, and I am delighted to find that
you are doing mot a little in educating:
“American opinion about the struggle. In
‘its very nature it has to depend upon a
'growing world opinion in its favour. When
I see so much misrepresentation of things.
in general in the American and European
press 1 despair of the message of the-
struggle ever reaching the western world,
but my abiding faith in the Unseen keeps.
my hope forever green. Truth must
penetrate the deepest darkness.

“In your last paragraph you expect
‘something from my pen. You will excuse
me for the time being, but I would like
to give you and your readers just this
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assu ll

, »t our non-co-operation is not.
intent. /{ i, /promote 1solat10n or exclusive-
ness, b Jit is but a prelude to real co- ope-
ration with the rest of ‘the world not
excluding the West.  Nor would I have

~your readers to think that in fighting the-
British government I am fighting western
civilization, but I am endeavoring to fight
modern civilization as distinguished from
the ancient which India has not happily
yet discarded. Modern civilization as-
represented by the West of to-day, in my
opinion, has given Matter a place which
by right belongs to Spirit. It has there-
fore put violence upon the throne of
triumph and. held under bondage Truth
and Innocence. It is this error which
enfeebled India is trying to fight, and I
have no doubt whatsoever that if those-
who are engaged in the fight remain true
to their pledge God will help them.”

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHL
Satyagrahashram, Sabarmati,
5th March 1922.



" NOTE

. The arrest of Gandhi and his- .tence
to six years’ imprisonment vnthout ‘hard
1abor is another episode in such a great
drama as has not been staged a,round a
single person. before a world @udlence,
perhaps ever. It is undoubtedly a high
point in the play, but no one suspects that
it is the déncuement. Occidentals have
Watched th1s greatest - pacifist of our time
take m1lhons of his fellow orientals under
the sway of his idealistic imagination to
conceive a way of running the World qulte
dlﬂ'erent from the present His self-
eﬁacement self-denial and inability to

. compromise have made him a saint in the
eyes of his countrymen.

V(E'dz'tor‘; Tlié Survey May 1922)



LEO TOLSTOI TO GANDHI

“ greet you fraternally and am glad to
have intercourse with you,:

Your activity in the Transvaal as it
seems to us at this end of the world, is the
most essential work, the most important
of all the work now being done in 'the
world, and in which not only the nations
of the Christian but of all the world will
unavoidably takepart.”



LETTER FROM MAHATMA GANDHI

“ Bardoli, February 19th, 1922,

Ham G. Govﬂ Esaq.,

' Dear Mr. Goyil, .

1 have your letter I am glad you.
Tecognize the, truth of non-vmlence We.
‘should deal. pat1ent1y with those who do
ot understand\ it. It is a new experiment
..and we shall have to he extremely patient
if we would make headway. Impatience
also is a form of violence...

I have no message for the world till the
message I am humbly trying to deliver to
TIndia is truly delivered and imbibed. If it
is successfully delivered in India, I know
that my physical presence will nowhere
-be necessary to emphasize it, but that it
will permeate the whole world without the
shadow of a doubt. But every worker
abroad who endeavors to study the move-
ment and interpret it correctly helps it.
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We cal.,éteIER FRqutely nothing by exag- -
geration ;aﬁ gaortion of facts, Just as
non-violené% requires exemplary patience,
it requires, also. exemplary truthfulness
and a fine appreciation of one’s own
limitations.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHIL”
(From “ The Forum,” April 1922.)



FREEDOM'S SERVIOE

“You may strike down, imprison or
place in fetters the leaders of great causes
a hundred times, but the cause itself will
live; and the banner of freedom, once un-
furled, though it may fall in the dust again
and again, will always be uplifted afresh,
to be borne and carried forward by brave
‘and willing hands,”

B. G. HORNIMAN.

GANDHI

Not with a clamor of golden deeds,

Nor girt with brazen armor, doth he come-
No heralds trumpet him, on royal steeds,
His armies follow not with martial drum.
Nor sword, nor shield, nor helmet hath he

known

Whose sunbut now hath risen in its place;
Whose kingdom cometh grandly to its own
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"Mid the Aternal triumphs of the race.

Have you ab times been swept beyond all
creed

By some new-dawning Vision of the right,

Your mind ablaze with thoughts of human
need,

Drawn heavenward within a wakeful
night ? ‘

Have you then said, your faint soul strong
at last:

“ Whatever be the torture of this goal, -

Here and here only shall my lot be cast—

This is the plan God fashloned for my
soul !”

Then look on Gandhi, Hmdu saint and
seer;

Lo, in the living flesh behold your vow—

The ancient Truth grown intimate and
near, '

That God may find His image, here and
now.

Here is the heart that dares defy the strain

And terror of conditions as they are ;

Here is the sturdy will immune to pain,

Here is the soul that dares become 4 star!

Here is the noble intellect that saw
9 .
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Beyond the spasm of our human¥.st
The silent grandeur of Eternal Law
Wheeling its winged way above our dust,
And linked his. being with that lofty
scheme,
And ordered all his ways, that he mlght
- find
Out of the Inﬁnlte a Way-supreme
To bring immortal justice for his kind.
How like a sun he shines above our dearth!
How like a man he leans unto the earth,
He is the answer to your faith and mine—
Man by his love for man, becomes divine.

Angela Morgan
(King Features Syndicate).
NEW YORK |
August 1921,



GANDHI AS I SAW HIM
* * . *

THEN the train came in. From a third-
class wooden coach a little figure in white
—a pathetic little igure—alighted.

With a sense of shock I realized that
this insignificant shrunken figure was the
man I had heard so much about —the great
Gandhi. He was thin, almost emaciated,
and backward and there was ne look of
the leader about him.

But I knew it was Gandhi as quickly as
the crowd did. He was pathetic but there
.was a touch of {remendous spiritual power
about him,

» » * L J » * * *

HERE was the man who was shaking
the world with a new idea, Here was the
man who was fighting .a new kind of
warfare—who was enlisting the souls and

hearts of men to break machine guns.
» » » R * * %
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‘Beyond the spasm of our human’ ,1st

The silent grandeur of Eternal Law
Wheeling its winged way above our dust,
And linked his- being with that lofty

scheme, '

And ordered all his ways, that he might
~fnd o

Out of the Infinite a way-supreme

To bring immortal justice for his kind.
How like a sun he shines above ourdearth!
How like a man he leans unto the earth.
He is the answer to your faith and mine—
Man by his love for man, becomes divine.

Angela Morgan
(King Features Syndicate).
NEW YORK
August 1921,



GANDHI AS I SAW HIM

THEN the train came in. From a third-
class wooden coach a little figure in white
—a pathetic little figure—alighted. |

With a sense of shock I realized that
this insignificant shrunken figure was the
man I had heard so much about—the great
Gandhi. He was thin, almost emaciated,
and backward and there was ne look of
the leader about him.

But I knew it was Gandhi as quickly as
the crowd did. He was pathetic but there
was a touch of tremendous spiritual power
about him,

* * * * * * * *

HERE was the man who was shaking
the world with a new idea. Here was the
man who was fighting .a new kind of
warfare—who was enlisting the souls and

hearts of men to break machine guns.
* » * * % * %' %
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The thin, half-broken figure worming
his way gently through the crowd now
was the torch-bearer of all this. It was
his weak thin voice that was calling India
out of the past.

Men fought to kiss his hands and to
touch his skirt with their lips. One old
patriarch with a great white beard clutch-
ed his hands and buried his face in them
and sobbed in them. Heo was a Messmh
to'them all.

Two hours later Gandhi was talking
to me "in his soft, low voice. It was in
a great,'bare room without furniture.
. There was no one in the room when I
entered, but presently a door opened and
Gandhi stepped forward with his ha,nd
outstretched.

He had eyes that were deep with pity
and love and burning bright with a great
purpose. You forgot that he was a frail,
little man with a funny shaven head
and hollow shallow cheeks, with most of
his teeth gone, and that he wore coarse
*homespun clothes, and that his feet were
bare. It was his eyes that held you.
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He was almost backward and shy. Some
one brought a single chair and he insisted
that I sit on jt while,he squatted cross-
legged on the floor beside me, Possibly
twenty of his local disciples came in noise-
lessly and seated themselves on the floor
in a semicircle about us. Certainly not
half of them could understand English, but
they could look at Gandhi.

Fiom “The Rising Temper of the Bast.”

By FRAZIER HUNT.‘









GANDHI THE MAN'
(By Myrtle and Gordon Law)

Gandhi, it seems to me, has got down to~
the bone and is finding life good. He has
never been known to “knock”. Quoting
Thoreau, Gandhi seems to be “keeping
step with a different drummer” than do
most men. ,

Six of us in the summer of 1920 reached
the little Ladakhi town of Dras, three
 hundred miles from a railway and as iso-
‘lated, primitive, and forsaken a place as
one could well desire. . Here in a rocky
valley connected with Kashmir and India
only by a dangerous 11,500-foot pass the
people knew all about Gandhi and his
movement.

-For at least three years he has been the

! While this article is written in the first person
singular, the authors collaborated in its prepara-
tion,~The Editors.
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chief topic of conversation in all four
classes of Indian railway travel. I have
talked to the most divergent types of
people about him—in Kashmir, in India,
in Ladakh, in Baluchistan, and in -Ceylon,
with roadside fakirs and their chelas, with
English military officers, with Indian
barristers, with coolies carrying my
luggage at railway stations, with fat
Indian bunias or money-lenders, with
sympathizers and non-sympathizers, and
have yet to meet the first man to doubt
his sincerity and purity. He seems to be
known and respected by both the masses
and the classes of India. Certainly he has
caught the imagination of the people of
India as no other leader in the history of
that country, And when a leader catches
the imagination and holds the regard of
the Indian people as long as Gandhi has
~done he will bear watching. Some one
has said that Gandhi will have a unique
place in history for no other reason than
his fine part in bringing about at least a

temporary unity of the Mohammedans and
the Hindus.
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Educated in England at London Univer-
sity, he has all of the polish and uses the
pure English of the better-educated
Englishman. Hearing him speak in an
adjoining room, one would never suspect
him of being an Indian. One notices his
wonderful composure. He seems more
completely master of himself than any
man I have met. He speaks in a low,
pleasant tone, has a keen sense of humor,
is extremely modest and sincere, and there
was no suggestion of his being a “great-
man-being-interviewed.” He is simplicity
.and charm itself, and I had not been with
him ten minutes before I liked him im-
mensely. One does not get the impression.
of power so- much as of wholesomeness
and mental alertness and unusual idealism
and conviction. I would imagine him to
be a remarkably thoughtful and kind father.
Since meeting him I have often wondered
how he organizes his thousands of volun-
teers—there is nothing about him sugges-
tive of executive ability. ‘I once showed a
clear photograph of Gandhi to a psycholo-
gist who did not know him, and he read
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the face, diagnosing “ weakness of will ” as
one of the characteristics. Gandhi most
certainly has a weak chin, But the psy-
chologist and external evidence are wrong
for once. ,

Gandhi told me that he has been a
celibate for twelve or fifteen years. We
discussed the sex education of Indian
boys, a subject of deep interest to him:
When he was in South Africa, he permit-
ted his girl of twelve to play with the
badmashes (literally, bad flesh-hoodlums)
of Natal without restraint and his four
boys were permitted to associate with
the roughest characters of the Trans-
vaal. His theory is that if one obtains the
whole-hearted confidence of a boy or girl
and talks matters over with them frankly
one may trust them anywhere, with any
one, under all circumstances. He claimed
this trust and comradeship method suc-
cesful in his own experience with his
children. He does not believe in class-
room instruction in sex hygiene, thinking
it too special and sacred a subject for this
type of handling.
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My work for two years was with Indian

boys, and I have had scores of interesting
talks with Indian lads regarding their
National leaders. Gandhi of course is
their ideal, and I believe he has had a
wonderful influence upon their personal
lives and habits. The night before I met
him Irode in a taxi (Gandhi uses taxis on
occasion, and has been known to charter &
special train to enable him to keep an
important appointment) with his young
secretary, a youth of twenty-two. It was
interesting to notice the impression Gandhi
had made upon this lad who had an oppor-
tunity to study him closely. The boy
literally worshiped him, and almost broke
down when he tried to tell me about the
goodness of his employer. Very much a
part of the Indian world and a successful
politician and diplomat, the unusual thing
about Gandhi is the way his contacts have
left him untrammelled and unspotted. The
word wholesome is much the better word
to use in describing him than saintly.
The latter makes one think of him as being
apart, and this is untrue of Gandhi.
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He told me that some one had sent him
a copy of Thoreau’s. essay on “Civil
Disobedience,” and that it had arrived
when he was in jail in South Africa on
a day when he was discouraged. This.
essay, he'said, put new life into him. He-
is a great admirer of the New England
philosopher and naturalist and laughed
heartily when I told him the well-known
anecdote of Emerson coming to visit him
in jail with the exclamation, ‘ Why,.
Henry, what are you doing here?” and
Thoreau’s fine scornful reply, ¢ What are
you doing outside?” He had not heard
this, nor the reputed deathbed reply of
Thoreau when some one asked him if he-
did not want to make his *peace with
God” and Thoreau replied, * No, we have
never quarreled.” In another paragraph of
this sketch it will be noted that he admires
other American writers. He told me that
he had been reading Moffett’s translation.
of the New Testament with much en-
joyment, but that the person from whom
he had borrowed it had taken it back. He
wanted to know where he could buy a.
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-copy. I sent him my copy when I return-
ed to my bungalow, and the same day had
.a delightful letter of thanks from him. His
favorite hymn is “In the Cross of Christ I
-Glory,” and he is more Christian than
Hindu. He says that when he read the
‘Sermon on the Mount it came to him as a
direct revelation and inspiration.
- He smiled when I asked him if America
‘had any contribution to make India, and
said that Indians could use what he termed
-our “pushfulness,” and he liked our atten-
tion to detail and general efficiency, but
that spiritually we had nothing o give
India. He was more positive just there
than at any time during my talk with him.
"His eyes gleamed when he talked about the
spirituality of India, and he thought India
‘had much to contribute to America. He
likes Americans and admired a certain
. American who had come to take charge of
-a great Indian steel mill and who from his
first day had made himself accessible to
‘'his humble Indian workmen. There was
‘o hint of “fine speech” about Gandhi as
he talked, and, his enunciation is better
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than that of the average American univer-
sity man. '

He told me how the Satyagrak (in-
sistence on truth) ideal came to him. As
a boy of twelve his elder brother con-
tracted a small debt and suggested that
they chip alittle of the gold from the under
side of a bracelet he was wearing, Gandhi
agreed that this was a clever idea, and the
two boys carried out the scheme, selling:
the bit of gold to a money-lender in the
bazaar for a few rupees. The following
day Gandhi's conscience hurt him and he
went to his father and made a clean breast
of the whole affair. His father was heart-
broken and wept. Taking his sonintoan
inner room, he had a heart-to-heart talk
with him, and Gandhi was much affected,
Finally, his father told him he wanted him
to take a solemn oath that he would never
in his life stray from the truth again,
Gandhi gave his word, and has kept it
since that day. It is the outstanding
characteristic of the man, the thing that
makes him powerful. “His search for
truth is the one passion. of his life. He
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will not hes1tate to retract anythlng that
he has said when it is proved false to his
.own satisfaction. All of his political oppo-.
nents admit that every action of his is
prompted by the most conscientious and
‘impersonal motives. In his legal practice,
which he long ago definitely abjured as an
“unclean thing,” he was highly regarded by
his fellow-practitioners as an able lawyer
and an honorable colleague or. opponent,’
and magistrates and judges alike paid
.careful attention to any case that Mr,
‘Gandhi ‘advocated, realizing that it had
intrinsic - merits or that he sincerely
‘belleved that it had. He has been known
to retire from a case in open court, and in
the middle of the hearing, having realized
‘that his client had deceived him, and he
never accepted a case except on the ex-
press understanding that he reserved to
himself the right to withdraw at any stage
‘if he felt that his client.-had not dealt
honestly with him, “His generosity is
proverbial. He never issued a formal
.demand for payment of a debt due tohim,
.conceiving that' his debtor, if an honest
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man, would pay when he. could, and, if a
dishonest man, would not be made the
more honest by the use of legal compulsion,
Indeed, in his every action he vindicates
his hostility to the doctrine of force and
‘his abiding affection for that of love as the
rule of life. 'When he was nearly done to
death by a fanatical Pathan, in 1908, he
absolutely refused to charge his assailant
or to give evidence against him. He pre-
ferred to conquer him by love, and suc-
ceeded ; for early the following year the
Pathan, who had been deported to India
because he sturdily refused to comply with
the Transvaal law, addressed a letter to
Mr. Gandhiin which he assured the latter
that all his sympathies were with him, and
he would do what he could to help the
cause,”

When Gandhi’s biographer asked him
how the passive resistance idea originated,
Gandhi replied: “It was the New Tes-
tament which really awakened me to the
rightness and value of passive resistance.
When I read in the Sermon 6n the Mount
such passages as 'Resist not him that is
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evil, but whosoever smiteth thee on thy
tight cheek turn to him the other also,’ and
‘Love your enemies and pray for them
that persecute you, that ye may be sons.
of your Father which is in heaven, I was
simply overjoyed, and found my opinion
confirmed where I least expected ite The
Bhagavad Gita deepened the impression,
and Tolstoy’s ‘ The Kingdom of God is
Within You ’ gave it permanent form.”

[ ]
* * ¥ ¥ % %

[Extract] The Outlook, April 1922.



GANDHI--COMRADE AND
BROTHER OF HUMANITY

(From the sermon by the Rev.
J. H. Holmes)

Now it is of this universal significance
of Gandhi as a spiritual leader, that I want
to speak to you this morning. I find this
significance most clearly typified, at least
for the beginning of our discussion, in the
personal character of the man., We can
best get at this aspect of the problem by
asking how it is that Gandhi has managed
to acquire such a marvellous influence
over the Indian people. Of the nature of
this influence, there can be no question; it
is one of the most extraordinary personal
phenomena in the world to-day. As Gandhi
moves from place to place, great multi-
tudes of men and women follow him, as
similar multitudes followed Jesus in

Palestine. When he appears to speak in
3
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some town or city, crowds running all the
way from twenty-five to seventy-five thou-
sand people gather to hear his words. That
he is a wonder-worker is implicitly believ-
ed by the ignorant and superstitious, and
stories of his miracles are now the legend
of the countryside. Everywhere he is
called Mahatma, the “saint” or “blessed
~ one,” for already the people reverence him
as one who is divine. . To find anything to
match this influence of Gandhi over his
‘people, we would have to return to ancient
times and remote places, and even then
the parallel would be incomplete. It is
thetestimony of a competent and unbiassed
observer that Gandhi's personal following
is greater in numbers, and more devoted
and disciplined in -spirit, than any. man
hlstory has ever known,
L ¥ * * * * . % *

, What is it that-the Indians see when
they look upon this man, and hail him
as Mahatma? Not a great physical pres-
ence, not a gigantic intellect, not an
inspired orator, but a personality or cha-
racter of transcendent spiritual beauty.
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What they see, first of all, is a man who
has made his life to be at one with the
great masses of the people. Gandhi was
well born, of a family with ample means,
and was given the best educational advan-
tages both in his own country and in
" England. When he returned to Bombay,
he began his career as'a practitioner of
the law. . Then he did what so few men in
any age have ever done! [nstead of climbing
up, up the ladder of achievement to wealth
and fame, and thus away from the common
people, he proceeded deliberately to move
down—~down to the depths of human misery
and woe, down to where men toiled despe-
rately and died miserably, down to the
dark places of sweat and tears and blood.
From the beginning he was resolved that
there should be no suffering among men
which he did not endure, no outrage which
he did not feel, no cross which he did not
carry., Even the “untouchables” should
not be beneath his comradeship—~to them
he would descend, and with them share the
bitterness of the world's contempt ! The
experience of men, in other words, down to
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its remotest horror, he made his own ; and
always, in his long struggles for reform,
met first himself the hazards to which he
invited others. o

How beautiful, for example, is the story
of his leading the Hindu “coolies” in
South Africa out on to the land, in revolt
against the inequities of government!
Here Gandhi was the first to sleep on the
bare ground, beneath the stars; the first
to practise the vow of poverty which he
enjoined upon his followers; and the first
to cultivate the land for sustenance! How
-impressive also the most recent and much
.more famous story of the loin-cloth! Talk
with any enemy of Gandhi, and almost at
.once he will mention the loin-cloth episode,
and offer it as proof of the Mahatma’s
insane fanaticism, What is this episode?
Some months ago, in the prosecution of
his non-co-operation campaign against the
government, Gandhi, ordered his followers
to boycott all cotton goods imported from
England, destroy whatever foreign cloth
or clothing' they had on hand, and spin
what they needed on their own domestic
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spindles, It soon developedthat obedience
to this command would cause great incon-
venience and even suffering, especially
among the poor, by stripping them practi-
cally naked of the little that they had. At
-once Gandhi appeared in public, on the
country highways and even in the cities,
clad in nothing but a loin-cloth, that no
man in all the land should be embarrassed
by a poverty greater than his own, Such
deeds are a commonplace in Gandhi’s life.
His whole career reveals a positive passion
for community of experience with man-
kind. When his people look upon him,
therefore, they see not a leader merely but
a comrade and a brother, one who is in all
things like unto themselves ; and of course
they reverence him as one who is divine.
This deliberate kinship with the masses
of his fellow-countrymen leads us to
another quality which is fundamental in
any estimate of Gandhi’s personality. I
refer to his self-abnegation, his sacrifice,
his capacity for suffering. Very early in
his career Gandhi discovered what he
called “the law of conscious suffering”—
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the truth that-the mastery of the world
waits upon the man who is willing not to
make others suffer, but to suffer himself;
and his whole life has been a discipline to
its attainment. At the outset he sacrificed
his property, his social standing, his pro-
fession, everything that could separate
him from entire devotion to his fellow-
‘men. In his personal habits he began and
still continues to practise an asceticism
that might well be the envy of a medieval
monk. In his work as a reformer he has
evaded no penalty, but has accepted gladly
the punishments imposed upon him as
only so many weapons to his hand. He
has faced an assassin without flinching.
Ff)ur times, in South Africa and in India,
he has been imprisoned. Thrice he has
been beaten by mobs, and once left prone
in the gutter as one dead. - His body bears.
the stripes of the whips with which he has
‘been lashed, his wrists and ankles the
marks of the chains with which he has.
been bound for hours together to the iron
bars of his cell. Read Paul’s catalogue of
sufferings, and you find it a less terrible
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array than Gandhi’s! “I have gone through
the most fiery ordeals that have fallen to
the lot of man” is his testimony. And
all because sacrifice has been deliberately
chosen as the law of his life and the sword
of hig fray! Itis this which the Indians
see when they look upon the scarred and
wasted frame of their leader. It is this
which they remember when they think of
him in some far distant part of the coun-
tryside. Imagine-the stupidity of a gov-
ernment which hopes to break such a man,
or sever him from the worship of his
followers, by fresh arrest and imprison-
ment | ‘
Greater than all that we have yet
mentioned in the character of Gandhi, is
the love with which his entire being is
saturated. No man of our time, few men
of any time, have risen to such heights
of tenderness and compassion for mankind
as this Mahatma of India." Anger, malice,
resentment, hatred, have altogether dis-
appeared from his heart, and nothing is
now left but the pure essence of love for
his fellowmen. And hisfellowmen include
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all men who live upon the earth! Like
God himself, Gandhi is “ no respector of
persons.” He holds white men and black
side by side within the embrace of his
affection. - He ends the long feud between
Moslem and Hindu, and makes them breth-
ren one of another. While recognizing
certain social utilities of the caste system,
he wipes out the barriers of . separation
in his personal relations, and seats
Brahmin and “untouchable” at a common
board and leads them in breaking bread
together., Even the English are not ex-
cluded from his goodwill, for “love your
enemies " is as stern a command for Gandhi
as for Jesus, “Tell the British people that
1 love them, and want their association” is
the word that he has spoken a thousand
times. . Think of his conduct at the time
of the attempt upon his life in South
Africa! Asked in the hospital, where he
was hovering on the verge of death, to
take action against his assassin, he re-
fused. Why should I seek to injure or
punish him, he said.. The man did what
he thought was right, risked his life for



COMRADE & BROTHER OF HUMANITY 41

what he thought was right! I believe in
that man ; I shall love him, and win him to
myself. And he did! In a few months
the assassin was conquered by the might
of Gandhi’s forgiveness, and became
straightway one of his most ardent
followers.—Equally beautiful is Gandhi’s
attitude toward General Dyer, the officer
responsible for the massacre at Amritsar.
I cannot co-operate with him, says Gandhi;
I cannot recognize his authority or obey
his orders. But if he fell sick of a fever,
I would hasten to his bedside and nurse him
back to health.—There is no bitterness in
this man, no last flickering spark of hatred
or revenge. He is love incarnate. In
every act and even gesture of these last
years, when patient suffering has purified
his soul, he has been a perpetual witness
to the truth of his own great words, “Anger
will serve no purpose, We must meet
ungodliness by godliness. We must meet
untruth by truth, We must meet cunning
and craft by openness and simplicity. We
must meet terrorism and frightfulness by
bravery.”
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Tt is qualities such as these, which have
become familiar to all Indians, that give
Gandhi such a hold upon the imagination
and devotion of his people. It-isthese
same qualities, also, that give to him and
his work a universal significance. Gandhi
is a man who has mastered the secrets of
spiritual living. His soul has been lifted,
by virtue of incomparable discipline, to the
measure of the stature of those realities
whichare of God.  * * *

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES.
Extract from Sermon
* The World Significance of Mahatma
Gandhi.”
UNITY.
April 1922.

* From the second “Gandhi " sermon, preached
by Mr. Holmes on March 12-1922—the day follow-
ing the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi fongt;%itiom '



A GLIMPSE OF GANDHI IN
SOUTH AFRICA

[Mrs. Catt the author of the following-
article is a noted Suffragist of the United
States. The article is taken from a diary
which she kept while in South Africa just
eleven years ago. It is interesting mainly
because of the circumstances under which
it was written.~THE EDITOR.]

It is possible some readers of the Citizen
may be interested in what follows, When
the press began telling the world about the-
peaceful Gandhi revolution in India by
non-co-operation, I was haunted by the
thought that I had seen the man in South
Africa, but my memory was confused and
1 was uncertain. I did not take time to
consult the diary I had then kept, Recent-
ly, reading of his arrest, I determined to-
refresh my memory and was a bit surprised
at what I'read. I quote.from my diary:

“ Beptember, 1911, Johannesburg: An
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‘English lady insisted upon giving me a
letter of introduction to an Indian in
.Johannesburg, assuring me that I would
not regret any trouble taken to make his
-acquaintance. By the time I arrived here
I had forgotten what she had told me
.about him and I was not particularly
‘interested to meet him, but I sent the
letter nevertheless and asked him to call
upon me at the hotel if convenient at a
stated fime. At the hour named a pretty,
‘intelligent young Russian Jewess called
and explained that she was Mr. Gandhi’s
secretary and that no Indian was permit-
ted to entera hotel to call upon a guest.

“ A prominent lawyer to whom I told the
-fale offered the use of his office for the
purpose of an interview, so again I wrote,
‘stating the time and place when I would
'be glad to receive him. Again the pretty
little Jewess came to the lawyer's office to
say that Mr. Gandhi had come but the
-elevator operator refused to take him up
.and he would not so far demean himself as
to walk when the European was carried.
“This. challenged my curiosity and I told
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the young girl to tell him to go back to his.
office and that I would call upon him, -
“Directly Miss Cameron and I, escorted
by the secretary, were on our way. She-
took us into quarters apparently occupied
exclusively by Indians. We found his.
offico much the same as any of the less.
prosperous sort, The outer room was
filled with Indians awaiting their turn to
consult Mr. Gandhi, who was a lawyer..
We found the man seated behind an
American desk—a small very black man
with his head wrapped in a very white:
turban. He wasnot particularly prepossess-
ing in appearance, but we soon engaged him
in conversation and were amazed at his
excellent and correct English; he was a
gentleman, He told us that he had been
in prison because he had evaded signing a
registration paper which is made compul-
sory for all Indians for police purposes.
He then spoke of his hope that India
would be independent one day. His eyes
lighted with an inner fire and he spoke
with such fervour that we recognized that
we were in the presence of no ordinary



46 GANDHI—NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

man. Directly he quoted from the Decla-
ration of Independence, from Emerson and
Longfellow. Proud, rebellious, humiliated,
he may earn his livelihood by law, but
he dreams of naught but India’s inde-
‘pendence. ,

“Is the ostracism suffered by the
Indians due to the color of their skins,
their poverty, the kind of labor they per-
form, or what? That I cannot answer,
but it is clear that the South African
'world makes no distinction between the
-educated and the uneducated.-

“When a lawyer quoting Emerson is
forbidden to call upon a guest at a hotel,
o ride in an elevator in a public building,
.and is compelled to report his movements
o the police, there may be reasons for the
rules that we do not know ; but, said we to
-each other as we wended our way back to
the hotel, we can at least understand that
given a proud enough spirit and a long
enough treatment of that kind and a revolu-
tionist is created. If we are not greatly
mistaken Gandhi is such a man.*

I thipk his theory of non-co-operation
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had not yet been developed. At least Ire-
member nothing of it in his conversation.
The impression that remained was that I
had for the first time in my life seen a
genuine fanatic, '

CARRIE'CHAPMAN CATT.
The Woman Citizen.
March 1922,



GANDHI AT FIRST HAND

[The following letter, written by a young
Anmerican serving as tutor in the family
of an Indian nabob, gives a picture of
Mahatma Gandhi so familiar and human
that readers will like to substitute it for
the lay figure of the daily press.—THE
EDITOR]

~, INDI4,
~ October 7, 1921..

MY DEAR MOTHER,

Well, I have just seen the great
Mahatma Gandhi—at last—and herewith
send my first impressions, It happened in
this wise: I was just coming back from
the schoolhouse with Sahrid this after-
noon, when we saw the Daimler car wait-
ing outside the front porch,

*Who ’s going out ?’ said Sahrid, to one-
of the perawallas (hall-porters).
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‘It’s for Mahatma Gandhi!” the man
Teplied. ‘

On going into the vestibule, we saw a
little flotilla of sandals and slippers—a
sure sign of visitors—including some enor-
mous canoe-shaped things. ‘Those are
his,’ said Sahrid, with conviction, and cer-
tainly they were the most impressive-look-
ing pair. But the perawalla, who had fol-
lowed us, was careful to correct us on this.
Pointing, with reverent mien, as at a thing
miraculous, to a pair of small, much-worn
sandals, he said, with bated breath, ¢ Those
are the Mahatma’s.” In one sense, here
was a thing of miracles: for wherever the
owner of those two little sandals walked,
thousands, hundreds of thousands, and
perhaps even millions followed in his foot-
steps. I ran to'get my little camera and
then followed Sahrid upstairs.

The Mahatma was seated at one end of
a long room, on a sofa, which he shared
with Bharati and one of her aunts. I
could not help experiencing something of
a shock on setting eyes on him for the

first time., For the moment it was not so
s ‘
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much him, as his apparel—again, it was
not so much his apparel, as his astonish-
ing lack of it! There he was, the world-
famous leader, sitting in a well-furnished
drawing-room; his host immaculately
dressed in well-cut English clothes, and
Gandhi—well, let us say a pair of very
short ‘ running shorts’; that was his whole
trousseau! ‘They’ were white and, of
course, made of homespun material or
‘khadi” Thus arrayed, he wears no more
‘toggery than the poorest native gardener
or beggar. = - '

He dresses like this on purpose, as you
know, to show that it is not necessary to
health, for one thing, to wear a lot of
clothes; and further, to demonstrate his
contention that India willbe able to supply
‘enough material herself to provide all that
is necessary for her own people without
the aid of foreign cloth.

" His bare arms and legs looked very thin
and his whole appearance was ascetic to
the last degree. (He lives on toast and
fruit, and very little at that,). He has the
most extraordinary face, I think, that I
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have ever seen. For a while I could see
only his profile. His head is well-shaped
and 'covered with very close-cropped hair
rapidly turning gray. A prominentaquiline
10se, a bristly moustache, and a good chin,
The lower lip protrudes too much, partly
because very few front teeth are left in the
Jower jaw—a feature by no means orna-
mental, When he looked around, I found
the full-face view even more extraordinary,
So void of flesh is his head that it looks
like a skull clotbed in a mere skin. ' At
first T was reminded of that bust said to
represent Julius Ceesar ; then he resembled
rather Houdin’s grinning bust of Voltaire.

When Gandhi laughs, which he does
frequently, his face disappears in in-
numerable wrinkles. His expressions are
quite fascinating, but I could not quite
decide whether I liked him or not. Some-
times it seemed like the face of a.fanatic
sometimes like that of a saint; at one
moment he wears an almost Mephisto-
phelean look; again he is like *the great

god Pan” 'But never ‘uninteresting or
foolish, - ‘ '
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A rather. pretty impromptu was occa-
sioned by the appearance of the baby of
the family, aged five weeks. The ayah
brought it in, and offered it to Gandhi. I
was: curious to see how this almost naked
ascetiz would manage to hold it—I for-
got for the moment that he had children
of his own. However, he did very well.
Taking it in his bare arms, he made a
support for its little head with one of his
‘hands, in cup-and-ball fashion, and held it
for quite a while. He seemed very delight-
ed with the little mite; while the baby,
for its part, seemed quite contented. It
formed a really charming picture, for the
‘Mahatma's face wore a look of beautiful
tenderness, Several  times the mother
made a movement to relieve him of his
‘burden, but he clung to it, talking and
laughing to it and to the other klddles
‘near-by.

* * [ 2 A * % 0%

- Turning - to. politics,” I asked the
Mahatma, ‘Don’t you think the problem
is the same in India as in Ireland?" ‘No,
it is not the same,’ he-said ; ‘ England does-
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not want to exploit Ireland. With her it is
only a matter of geographical necessity, of
strategical considerations, England can-
not sanction the idea of 2 separate country,
outside the British Empire, so near her
own doors. But with India it is a racial
question, It is not so with Ireland. If
you meet an Irishman outside his own
country, as in South Africa, you make
friends with him; at least you treat him
with respect, as an equal. But not so
with the. Indian in South Africa, as I
myself have experienced.’

‘But,’ I said, ‘is it not possible to over-
come or overlook that feeling of racial
distinction ? If one has a real sense of
the Fatherhood of God, does not that make
us all feel we are brothers, irrespective of
color or caste ?’ o

“Yes,' said Gandhi, ‘it is possible; that
is what Christianity can do, and that is
where Europe has failed to interpret
Christianity. The Quakers have got very
near to it, but even they have not got the

complete development.
* LI » » " *
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- As the Mahatma was leaving the house,
I asked his. permission to take a private
snapshot of him. ¢No,’ he said, ‘T am not
going to sit for anyone’ (I heard afterward
that he has practically vowed himself on
this point). _,

‘But surely, T pleaded, ‘your Voice
Within ought to persuade you to give me a
chance of affording so much pleasure to

myself and my, friends!’ At this he
laughed—he has a very hearty laugh —and
stood still for a moment, actually takinga
step forward to do so, standing out in the
full sunshine for my benefit, while I snap-
ped h1m . '

Then thls wonderful llttle man, whom:
Tagore calls ‘the Greatest Man in the
i World this strange, frail figure arrayed in,
a loin ‘cloth and a pair of old sandals,
stepped into his host’s ten-thousand-dollar
car and vanished in a whirl of dust. Such:
is Indla g

E' M. 8. inthe A tlantzc Monthly Boston:
[E'xtract]
May 1982,



GANDHI—AN APPRECIATION
(By Esther Harlan)

In the early part of 1919 I was in
Bombay when Gandhi—now a recognized
leader of a fifth of the whole human race;
known in practically every corner of the
earth, talked of in every tongue—journey-
ed on foot one day from the city to the
nearby district of Kaira, and said to the
starving peasants there : “ Eat your taxes,”
(tithes of grain), “I will stay here till the
Collector comes.” The English papers in
Bombay commented briefly on the occur-
rence in some half dozen lines. He was
variously regarded as a negligible nuisance
a “sentimentalist,” a “ fanatic.”

Had the monsoon failed in Kaira ouly,
the history of India these past two years
might have been very different. But
drought reigned over wide areas and many
more millions of the peasants than in ordi-
nary years were on the verge of famine,
though the usual annual export of food-
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stuffs from India is well over two hundred
millions of dollars in value. Before foreign-
ers ruled the country, the surplus of
of plentiful harvests was stored in huge
communal granaries against a scant mon-
soon. Mounting taxes have wiped out all
surplus for the peasant in recent years.
During the war, trainloads of grain bound
for the battlefields of Europe, passed
through famine-blighted villages where the
few survivors plead piteously for even a
handful. :

The people of Kaira welcomed Gandhi as
a saviour, a saint, To save his dignity,
‘the tax-gatherer, after much bluster and
contention, consented to “defer” collec-
tion, That was the beginning. From dis-
trict to district, Gandhi went, saving,
encouraging, uniting. - Short journeys he
~makes on foot; if distance necessitates
‘riding, he travels only in the cheapest
compartments—those used mainly by the
poorest. classes. His wide legal knowledge,
of which he had made such brilliant and
effective use in his fight for just legislation
in South Africa, proved of service now also.
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Bide by side with his insistence on non-
violence, he explained to peasants their
rights as human beings as well as “ English
subjects.” In early life he had lived as.
other wealthy, Hindus live. He won high
honors at Oxford. He has an unusually
keen and well-balanced mind, and could
easily have been in the forefront not only
of his own profession but in the world of
politics and diplomacy. During the short
time that he practised law for personal
~gain his income in itself amounted to a.
small fortune. - Realization of the world as
it is gradually came to him, in such sharp
contrast with the ideals of all religions,
that he at last gave himself unreservedly,
directly, self-forgettingly, to its service—
the service of humanity, It is his convie-
tion that no honest, clear-seeing soul can
do otherwise, once face to face with the
truth. '
Gandhi did not simply give away his
great wealth, merely divest himself of it
“for his own soul's sake,” but devoted his
inheritance as well as his income to the
founding of a school where he now has his.
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own home, near the city of Ahmedabad.
There boys and young men are trained in
‘industries germane to India’s welfare, in-
hygiene, in social service, and in such
other knowledge as will best equip them as
“servants of India and .of the Supreme.”
Gandhi. is intensely aware,—and his
awareness amounts to genius—of a truth-
that is fumblingly apprehended'by many
others to-day : That the next step in human.
achievement will be, so to speak, fourth-
dimensional—toward the. horizon of the
immaterial, the spiritual ; -that power
‘hereafter will be in' intensive personal
development, not acquisition, and sove~
reignty will be inherent, not dependent on’
machine guns. Gandhi is versed in -the:
world knowledge we call science to an ex~
tent that would put many of us Westerners’
to shame, but he'holds it as yet immature ;
his great emphasis is on experience, spiri-
tual experience, He thinks and acts in
straight lines ; compromise for him is im-:
possible. In. the sense that all his work
is “humanly: and racially constructlve,
he'is-an able and"far-secing: statesman,
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and he has an extraordinary grasp -of
international values. With “politics™
and “ diplomacy ” he has absolutely no-
concern. He scorns all traffic with such
hypocrisy as is current under these names.
Much of his unique power lies in just
this invariable directness, his transparent.
and unimpeachable sincerity. These are:
weapons that dumbfound, disarm his oppo-
nents ; with these they have bad no expe--
rience, and are all at sea. Realization of’
their own moral vulnerability fills them
with fear. Even Gandhi’s bitterest ene--
mies can find no flaw in his smcenty For-
something like a quarter of a century,.
every act, every hour of his daily life has
been as open as the sunhght to friend
and foe alike.

Here is a man of the highest caste who
chooses to eat and live with the lowliest,
and even in these few years the force of
his example has wiped out caste abuses
and united religious and other warring
factions, where the preaching of centuries
had failed. Within the last two years the-
traffic in liquor and opium (a Government.
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‘monopoly) has been so reduced through
‘Gandhi’s influence that in Nellore, for
instance, where the average revenue tothe
‘Government had been some 200,000 rupees;
itis now only a little over 200. In another
‘typical district, out of fifty-one “toddy
-shops,” fifty are now closed for lack of
custom, - N

Here isa man.who accepts absolutely
nothing of all .the innumerable gifts
pressed upon him wherever he goes, who
-eats only such frugal fare as all may have
access to, who wears only the coarse cloth
he hinaself weaves on the crude looms
‘made by local carpenters, who cleanses the
sores of lepers with his own hands, and:
-shares the menial tasks heretofore relega-
‘ted to pariahs -and “untouchables.” Yet
this is the man whom the All-India
-Congres (representing all classes, and
factions) meeting in Ahmedabad Jast
‘Christmas-week, with one accord asked to
_assume ' complete dictatorship over all
India. Such is the power of this one half-
naked man, small in stature, dark of skin,
plain of face—except for the eyes that
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burn with unfé).réettable faith and convic-
tion. ‘ \
Gandhi believes literally and invin-
cibly that “ God and one man may make a
majority.” Single-handed, so to speak, he-
has faced one of the greatest among world-
powers, arraigned its representatives -
before the bar of their own pledges, and
charged them to keep faith., And it is no-
exaggeration to say that the foundations
of the Empire are shaken. At the same:
time that he says to his friends and follow-
ers, ® Let whatever blood stains the soil of”
India be our own blood only ; let no hand
among you be lifted against the life of
any human being,” he says to the Viceroy
—and to the world—*If it be sedition to-
believe that the rule of England over India
is ‘injurious and unwelcome, then I am
seditious. You know, as I know, that you
have not ruled faithfully nor kept faith.”
Gandhi grieves profoundly if the atroci-
ties practiced against his people ever pro-
voke them to any form or degree of violence
and thus show them ® not yet ready for-
the control of their country, since they
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-cannot: yet completely control - them-
selves.” But the infrequency of such
Japses 1s- indeed miraculous, the almost
superhuman endurance and forbearance
of these devoted “servants of ‘India and
the Supreme " is one of the outstanding
elements in this whole great movement.
Their methods, too, are unique. During a
railway strike because of some added
injustice  the protesting employees lay
flat on the tracks in such masses thaf
no traffic was possible. Pickets stationed
before opium - dens fall on their knees
before those they would dissuade, and
-embrace and kiss their feet in a fervor - of
exhortation, If this fails to persuade, ihe.
mbrace tightens and the cry goes up—
“Ouly over my dead body will you enter
that evil place.” And in innumerable - in-
stances this proves literally true. But is it
not the verdict of history that those for
whom - death holds no terrors: are the
ultlmate victors ? -

Gandhi believes profoundly, lzterally, that
“ the kingdom of. God- is within.” ‘He
knows w1th unborrowed conviction, experz-
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ence, that men have infinitely more inherent
power than is resident in their muscles orin
any material weapon, and he insists upon
reliance on this and this only. We all pro-
fess this faith, but what one among the
so-called Christian peoples, lives it? For
how many individual men and women
among us is “ the unseen ” a definite work-
ing basis in every-day life ? Gandhi pleads
“ Let the world know that India’s message
is not one of physical might, but of love
alone; bloodshed is not victery, spiritual
predominance only can conquer.”

The Sermon on the Mount and Tolstoi’s
emphasis upon its teaching have been an
abiding influence in Gandhi's life, As
long ago as 1910 Tolstoi wrote to him, then
in the midst of his struggle for justice in
South Africa, “I believe your work to be
the most essential of all work being done
in the world to-day, in which eventually
not only all Christian nations but all the
peoples of the earth will join.” If the cen-
sorship were not keeping from us on this
side of the world, the true growth and
strength of this “non-violent, spiritual
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resistance” it would prove a yet greater
inspiration to us ‘Westerners, To those
who “seek after a sign” Gandhi insists
most reasonably that until #his method of
conquering evil hasbeen tried as thorough-
ly and as long as has'the way of death we
call war, criticism is at least premature.

" (andhi planned a definite programme for
the accomplishment of his desired goal,
which is not merely freedom from a foreign
yoke, but spiritual freedom for every soul,
freedom from fear, freedom from all the
dross in each nature, Those of his count-
rymen who were employed under English
direction to do what their consciences
could not approve (extort taxes from starv-
ing peasants, use firearms against their
fellows, plead in law courts against the
right for the sake of political preference,
etc.,) must cease to do these things even
though starvation may séem the alterna-

tive® All children must be withdrawn

*While I was in India a large number of the Irish
constabulary there, in admiration of the wonderful
selfsacrifice and courage of 'Gandhbi's followers,
refused to fire upon one of their mass meetings and
faced death instead at the hands of their owa
officers.’ .
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from English schools, Gandhi insists, and
taught by those who will instruct them,
not in “the glories of war” but against
the use of any physical violence whatever.
All Hirdu lawyers and judges must with-
draw from practice or administration of
English law that imposes capital punish-
ment and cruel retributions, instead of
the more reasonable method of treating
social transgression as social or individual
disease and applying the fitting remedy.
All English-made manufactures must be
shunned because they are mainly woven
under coercion and of the blood and tears
of even little children. Increasing pres-
sure in more and more complete “civil
disobedience” must be brought to bear
and ultimately, if the unwelcome foreigner
is not thus shamed into leaving the land
that so pointedly does not want him, as a
last resort the more than 300,000,000 of
“spiritual resistants” must, figuratively,
surround the thousands of aliens, “ lovingly
escort them to the shore, and speed them
to their homes never to return.”

This may indeed sound like a fairy tale,

5
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but as a matter of fact it is.a physically
practicable and entirely feasible proposal.
Many of the earlier stages of this program-
me have already been put into effect. The
shuttles of hundreds of thousands of hand-
looms are threading back and forth to-day
in mud huts all over India ; village schools
have been revived; personal and civil
differences have been settled before native
tribunals; native constables have refused
to serve the Government or wear their
official uniforms, ' but have organized
themselves into “volunteer law-and-order
leagues™ that have won the respect and
confidence of all who know their work.
These officials wear the plain white home-
spun cotton cap that is the sole insignia
of the Satyagraha—“those steadfast in
the truth- without fear of suffering or
death,” Thus  there is growing up a
“gtate within the State.”" The millions
who have enrolled themselves with the
“nonviolent” forces are indeed “tried gold,
refined by suffering,” men and women of
all levels of life, united and transfigured by
a common ideal, the perfection of character
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and the coming of the kingdom of God on
earth, @
An innovation incidental to the new
order that reigns in India, is the increasing
freedom of women. At the recent Bengal
Provincial Congress, there were some two
thousand women in attendance, and several
hundred were active delegates. Theinter-
nationally known poetess, Sarojini Naidu,
reviewed the National Volunteers not long
ago in Bombay, Women of the Tagore
family have taken a prominent part in
public service. It will interest those in
America who heard the Hindu poet, Ra-
bindranath Tagore, to know that after the
Amritsar massacre in 1919, he publicly
renounced and repudiated the Knighthood
that had been bestowed upon him some
time before by the British Government.
It may also be of interest to know that the
flag chosen to symbol the new -regime is
composed of three broad bands of color—
one red, one green, one white,—~with the
figure of a hand loom outlined across
them,

For some time the people have clamored
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for Gandhi’s sanction of complete *civil
disobedience” and entire withdrawal from
all co-operation in any expression of the
foreign Government, including -non-pay-
ment of all taxes. To this demand, Gandbi:
not long agogave a limited assent in certain
localities, but later withdrew it when, in
consequence - of refusal to give the taxes
required, the English Collectors committed
depredationsand assaults upon even women
and children, there was physical resistance:
on the part of those pledged to “non-
violence.” This action of (Gandhi’s has
been -adversely  criticised by superficial
observers. Tothe occidental mind, instinct-
ively reliant on obvious power only, it
may seem contradictory, a betrayal, but in
reality it was a clarion call to the fuller
and higher powers ' of these followers—* as
" if Marconi, for instance, should admonish
one' trymg to shout from New York to-
Chicago—* Save your breath ; use w1reless
instead.™ :

‘Tt is an open secret that the situation
in India is chiefly responsible for England’s
sudderi  concessions toward “peace” in
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Ireland, and for nota few points in the
Pacific Pact recently arranged in Washing-
ton. (This relation should not be forgotten
if, or when, a cry may be raised in America
that soldiers must be sent to the aid of
England in Asia to “save civilization.”)
And it must never be forgotten that if to
follow literally the teaching of Jesus Christ
is to be “civilized,” then this unpretentious
Hindu, Gandhi, is perhaps the most civilized
man in the world to-day.

Here then are outstanding factors in
this great world movement in which a fifth
of the whole human race, for the most part
tax-ridden, helpless and starved, is waking
to a new and marvellous realization of
human and spiritual values under the
influence and example of this *mystic.”
If mysticism indeed be “intensification of
life” Gandhi-is pre-eminently a mystic.
His personal life follows the way of the
mystics of all time: long vigils of profound
meditation and prayer, long periods of
austere fasting. But the greatest mystics
have not felt any need of separation from
their fellows or physical isolation. The
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vigor of their inner life has surmounted
the pettiness and sordidness about them.

- From time to time great souls have
emerged who pierced the web of convention,
“looked with clear eyes at the universe and
saw, felt, loved, the permeating reality
which’ alone gives full meaning to the
whole. If we compare their discoveries
"with our own distracted states, their un-
shakeable certainties with our superficiali-
ty, the aridity of our own lives, does it not
seem that much of our failure is due to
sloth and cowardice? We are not living
with the Whole of our lives, we are imper-
fectly vitalized. The average man makes
full use of only about one-fifth of his avail-
able lung tissue. A similar inertia, igno-
rance, seems to characterize both the
mental and spiritual attitude of great
numbers of us. We allow one whole aspect
of our being, and that the most important,
to all but atrophy. We are inherently
fitted for ‘interaction with a wider, richer
world, a more real and vital order of exis-
tence. The soul is or should be more
vividly alive than either body, or brain.
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‘When it is denied its rightful expression,
the whole personal life and all social
relations are thrown out of key. We are
starved at the source. Blind and dumb as
we are, each of us has moments in which
he is convinced there is more to see, to
know, to love—a fleeting vision of fullness
of knowledge, completeness of power.
Gandhi believes that thisis the true life,
the only true human life, that all human
souls should experience spiritual relation-
ship with the source of all power. And that
this is most certainly not a matter of mere
emotion, even though emotion be sublimat-
ed to the measure of ecstasy, Only “he
who doeth . . . . shall know,” He
teaches most emphatically that “no man
liveth or dieth to himself” While one
human being suffers and is incomplete
because of the incomplete, immature
conditions of this only partially * created ”
world of ours, the salvation of each indivi-
dual soul is in giving itself “ & ransom for
many” and in being a “ co-worker with
God” to finish the work of creation in its
spiritual sense. Gandhi has practically
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sloughed off, for himself and his people,
the fatalistic interpretation of that age-old
oriental doctrine of * karma,” and hasarti-
culated and applied all that is best in the
teachings of brotherhood. His conviction
and his work are leavening the life of the
world,

Philadelphz'a.} ESTHER HARLAN.
March, 1922. in “ THE QUAKER”

(Note—Miss Harlan lived in India for five yoars
1914 t0 1919. THE EDITOR.)



SOME FACTS ABOUT GANDHI

‘HOW AND WHY THE SAINT BAFFLES
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

It was lately said of Gandhi, the great
Indian leader, that his only weapons are
“firm resistance to Western religion and
education, and non-employment of force,”
This statement is incomplete. - Gandhi
uses a formidable weapon in a boycott on
British goods, and especially on Brltlsh-
made cloth,

Before India came under British rule,
vast quantities of beautiful fabrics were
manufactured in millions of cottage homes,
-and exported far and wide, Indian shawls,
silks, and muslins were famous the world
over. The British Government has deli-
berately destroyed India’s manufactures,
by putting on prohibitive export duties, in
order that they might not compete with
British-made goods. For the same reason,
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a so-called “ excise tax” islevied on every
yard of cloth manufactured in India for
sale, whether made in factories or cottages..
But there is no tax on homespun made by
a family for its own use. Therefore Gandhi:
urges every family to spin and weave its.
own clothing, and the spinning-wheel or-
‘hand-loom is the emblem of the movement..
. Gandhi believes that England holds on
to India mainly because India as a posses-
sion has been immensely profitable, and
that if it ceases to be profitable, there will
be:much less objection to granting it self-
government,. The movement has been so-
far successful that India, which used to-
buy about three hundred million dollars™
worth of cotton goods from England every
year, last year bought less than one:
hundred million dollars’ worth. There was
also a falling off of $75,000,000 in -the-
revenue from. liquor and opium. . Gandhi
preaches abstinence from these, both on
ethical grounds and as another way of cut-

lng down the revenue.. = .
. THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER asks, “ D1d
,England make a colossal blunder when it
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sentenced Gandhi to six years’ close con-
finement?” Itis not Gandhi alone, but
about forty thousand others who are now
in prison, not for any act of violence, but
for expressing dissatisfaction with British
rule. It is always a mistake to hope fo-
cure discontent by muzzling the expression
of it without removing its cause. -

In India there is a real and vital
grievance, When the country’s manu-
factures were wiped out, the people were-
left almost wholly dependent on agriculture.
Tenant farmers are always ata disadvant-
age; and thoughtful Americans are much
concerned because more thana third of the
farms in the United States are now worked
by tenant farmers, with an increasing
proportion shown in every census. But in
India practically every cultivator is a
tenant farmer. The Government claims
the ownership of the land, and rents it
out—sometimes to the cultivator direct,
sometimes to a rich man who sublets it.
In the former case, the regular government
demand is one-half the value of the gross
produce of the land; but additional land.
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taxes often bring this up to 65 and some-
-times to 75 per cent. In the second case,
the landlord pays the Government the
‘worth of 10 per cent. of the produce, and
-charges his tenants what he likes.

. Naturally, under these circumstances,
‘the mass of the people are desperately poor
and constantly growing poorer. When
they were more lightly taxed, and could
-supplement their agriculture with cottage
industries, they were comfortably off.
Now they can hardly get a living even in
a good year, and a single bad harvest ruins
them. More and more of them have to
borrow money, cannot repay it, are sold
-out, and become homeless wanderers.

Hence the increasing frequency and
.severity of the famines. In the four-
teenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven-
teenth centuries, there were only two or
three famines in a century and these were
almost all local. Inthe eighteenth century
there were eight famines; in the nine-
teenth century, thirty-one; and now there
is a famine every few years,  In that of
1918 alone, 82,000,000 persons perished.
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Of late years they have all been *finan-
cial famines”; that is, there was always-
food enough in the country to have fed all
the people, but they were too poor to buy
it In the worst famine years, great
quantities of food were shipped out of
India, as they were out of Ireland during
the Irish famine.

The soil is fertile, the population
industrious and frugal. In the old times,.
if the harvest failed in one province, the
people drew upon their savings and hought
food from outside. Now they cannot save-
anything. :

Under native rule, with all its drawbacks,
the taxes were spent in India, and the
money circulated among the people. Now
more than a third of the annual revenue is
sent to England and spent there. Any
country in the world will have famines if"
agriculture is heavily overtaxed, manu-
facturers are discouraged, and nearly half
of the total national revenue is sent
abroad every year to be expended else-
where, .

Although the people have been left in-
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ignorance,—the British Government pro-
'vides no free schools,—discontent with
such conditions was bound to arise. And
the Government met it by passing the
“Rowlatt Acts,” which for the past four
years have practically deprived the people
of their civil rights. TFree speech, free
press, and the right of peaceful assemblage
are abolished.. Any one suspected of dis-
affection to the Government may - be
.arrested without a warrant, tried behind
closed doors, without a jury, without the
right to be confronted with his accuser,
without the right of appeal; and a special
.clause provides that the court need not be
‘bound by the usual rules of evidence.
Gandhi was a man of wealth and
-education,—he took high honors at Oxford,
—and a lawyer with a large income from
his profession, during the short time that
'he practised it for his own benefit. He
was also a staunch supporter of the British
-Government up to and even after the
World War. He won commendations and
a medal for his war service. He believed
that India could progress by degrees under
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British rule, and finally attain Dominion
status, His opinion was changed by. the
Rowlatt Acts and the Amritsar massacre,
with the events that followed, As he said
at his trial :

“In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred,
justice has been denied to Indians as
against Europeans in the courts of India.
This is not an exaggerated picture. .. , .
Many Englishmen and Indian officials
‘honestly believe that they are administer,
ing one of the best systems devised in the,
world, and that India is making steady
‘though slow progress. They do not know
that a subtle but effective system of
terrorism and an organized display of force
on the one hand, and the deprivation of all
‘powers of retaliation or self-defence on the
.other, have  emasculated the people and
induced in them the habit of simulation.
This has added to the ignorance and self-
deception of the administrators, .. . ,. I
hold it to-be a virtue to be dlsaffected
toward a government which in its, totality
has. done more harm. to India than any
‘previous: system, Non-co-operation . with;
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evil is as ‘much a duty as co-operatlon Wltb
good.” - s :

- A study of the economic hlstory of India
shows cleatly that the country has been
ruled primarily for Great Britain’s benefit,
not for the benefit of India. The policy
has been to use India as a source of cheap
raw materials for British manufactures,
and then to make it buy back the manu-
factured goods. This has illustrated afresh
the truth of John Stuart Mill’s famous
saying :

“The government of a people by itself
has a meaning and a reality ;-but such a
thing as government of one 'people by
another does not exist. One people may
keep another for itsown use, a place to-
make money in, a human cattle farm to be
worked for the proﬁts of its own inhabi~
tants.”

* Nothing has been said here of Gandh1’ :
wonderful record as a saint and a religious
leader; giving all his wealth to found a
school to train young men in arts useful to-
India; teachmg the highest spiritual truths;’

living the simplest life’; breathing a spirit:



SOME FACTS ABOUT GANDHI 81

of universal love so pure and so fervent
that it has melted away the age-long lines
of caste and sect, and welded together
Brahmans and Pariahs, Hindus and Mos-
lems, in one great brotherly. movement to
secure freedom for India by peaceful “non-
cocperation.” That movement deserves
the sympathy of all who really believe that
governments “derive their just powers from
the consent of the governed.”

Some of the more fantastic utterances
-ascribed to Gandhi are said by his friends
to be inventions of the enemy. But his
preference of cottage industries tofactories
is easily understood, since he judges the
‘%uestion solely from the standpoint of

uman welfare. By that criterion, cottage
industries have an obvious advantage over
factories,—not as factories might be run,
but as they often are run,

Gandhi has got the British Government
thoroughly scared by his unprecedented
tactics, They could crush an armed revolt;
they do not know how to deal with the
peaceful non-co-operation of millions. They

have jailed Gandhi; they allow him to see
)



82 GANDHI—NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

only one visitor in three months, and the
visitor has to promise to tell nothing about
the interview. Meanwhile the soul of the
great leader goes marching on. All up and
down India it goes, and across the sea;
prison walls cannot hold it; and the number
of Gandhi’s followers is growing every day.

British rule has brought some real and
undoubted benefits to India, and these have
been kept constantly before us by English
writers. This article tries to give a glimpse
of the other side of the shield, about which
most of our people know nothing,

ALICE STONE BLACKWELL,
in “THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER.”

" Boston, }
August, 1922,



HOW MANY PROPHETS ?

How many prophets would ye have, O
people ?

How many saviours of a martyr-killing

‘ race ?

" How many prophets would ye stone and
imprison,

O cruel and blind generation !

Ye have had Socrates,

Ye have had Lincoln,

Ye have had Tolstoy, Buddha,

Gandhi. -

Many there be who do pray for a star.

Many in this darkest night of the world

Grovel at the feet of the Most High God,

Begging for a Saviour or a Sign,

Yet here is Gandhi !

Take him to your hearts, O people,

For lo, a messenger whose word shall make
you whole.
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Take him for your nourishing, O nations,

For here is the bread that shall cure your
famines.

Take him into your courts, O lawgivers,

For here is the Law that fulfilleth all law.

Take him into your council chambers,

O diplomats and statesmen,

Who with: cold words engraven upon parch-
ment :

Do fashion future hells for the weak and
the dependent! L |

Receive him into your congresses and
parliaments, '

Ye who are spokesmen for those who may
not speak ;

Link him unto your governments, O rulers
in high places,

Premiers,.presidents, mayors, kings! -

Take him into your churches, -

O hymn-singing, enraptured congregations,

Bending the knee to a Janus God breathing

Love and War.

Take him into your pulpits, ministers: of
the gospel

‘Who make many prayers and are forever
mouthing
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The sacred word of God _

Yet know not that Word when it doth
come! . .

Turn and look upon him, murderers!

Ye who make of the blossoming earth

A graveyard of young men’sbones, . . .

War-lords, profiteers, vendors of infamy;

Makers of machine guns, army tanks,
battleships,

Bombing airplanes and poisoned gas,

O ye who make a mock of children’s
bodies v

Trampled under the unheeding hoofs of
war;

Ye who make a mock of stricken women

Mourning for those who shall never
return,

Ye who would pile dead upon dead, war
upon war,

Infamy upon infamy. .

Turn ye, and look upon this man!

How many prophets would ye have, O
people ? )

How many Christs from Pilate for the
rabble ?

Still do ye plead for a Sign and a Token ?
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Do ye kneel still ?
Yet here is Gandhi!
ANGELA MORGAN.
"IN “UNITY”
- New York, }
December 28,1922,

(Credit to King's Feature Syndicate.)



THE GANDHI IDEALS

wemaw T hen my work called me to Bom-
bay. And there I met Mahatma Gandhi
and the courageous souls who are his close
associates, One incident is particularly
vivid in my memory. It was after the
massacre, Gandhi’s arrest, release and pro-
hibition to leave Bombay. The situation
was very tense, the atmosphere throughout
all India charged with apprehension, indig-
nation, ready toflame into violence 1n a
hundred populous towns, An old man was
gitting in. the walled yard of a house near
Malabar Hill, where Gandhi was then stop-
ping. His hair and beard were white, his
shoulders bent, but the fire of youth was in
his eyes, the strength of his endurance
seemed limitless, Practically without
sleep, scarcely taking time to eat, for more
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than a week he had worked continuously,
persuading, encouraging, explaining, or-
ganizing, going over masses of papers,
reports, records, conferring with Gandhi
and others regarding decisions perhaps
involving thousands of lives. Before us,
in the earth about the doorway, a tiny seed,
in the might of its germinating impulse,
had raised a stone of perhaps some ounces
weight and hundreds of times its own size,
enough to find its way out to the light.

~ “Who that has seen a seed spring up,”
this old man said, “in the very teeth of the
law of gravitation that we have called an
irresistible force, from under a crushing
- weight, as. this seed has come, can doubt
the strength of a living idea? That tiny
thread of green will one day be a great tree
and the strength with which it will then
defy the storms will have been derived as
much from the intangible élements of the
air as from the minerals of the earth. .
We of India know of the imminence of
power, the spiritual force that nothing can
resist. .« . o+ I may not see it in the
flesh, but I know that this great-ideal stir-
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ring in my country to-day will move the
whole world with its might. . . .”

PAUL ELLIOTT.
“in the “CALL”,
(Extract.)
August 1921,



INDIA'S ATTEMPTED REVOLUTION
WITHOUT BLOODSHED

Probably the most remarkable movement;
that the world ever saw, aiming to effect a.
great political revolution without blood-
shed,—to win, for a long-suffering subject
people, freedom from an unjust foreign rule,
without war,—is now being carried on in.
India.

India’s condition under foreign rule has
become simply unbearable. More than a
century and a half ago she was conquered
piecemeal by Great Britain, because Britain
wanted her wealth, and possessed more
powerful arms than she. As soon as con-
quered she was disarmed, and British
military garrisons were placed at all
strategic points in the land, Thus for 160-
years she has been held in subjection by
the sword.

Meanwhile, for the enrichment of her
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conquerors, she has been industrially and
financially bled and bled and bled, until
from being a very rich nation, one of the
richest in the world, she has been reduced
to the point where she is now probably the
very poorest civilized nation on the earth s
so that, according to British authorities
themselves, from forty to sixty millions of
her people never know from the year's
beginning to its end, what it is to have a
full meal. Although her civilization is one
of the oldest in the world, and although her
people are intellectually and morally little
or any inferior to the British, she is not
allowed to make oralter a single law under
which she is compelled tolive, or to control
the expenditure of a single rupee of her
nationalrevenue. Andalthough her people
plead constantly for schools and education,
they are kept in a shocking condition of
illiteracy. '

Year after year, decade after decade and
generation after generation, the Indian
people have been petitioning their rulers
for justice, for freedom, for the right to
to shape their own national life, and be
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men, 'But their petitions- have been no
more heeded than if they had been in-
habltants of the moon..

Since the Great War, partly as the result
of the return of those who survived, of the
more than a million men: sent to aid the
Allies, India is waking up, and demanding
her rights—determined no longer to re-
‘main simply a nation of helots, of slaves,
of hewers of wood and drawers of water for
foreign oppressors. :

- What does she propose to do‘? Probably
she "could not if she would (disarmed as
she is) throw off her foreign yoke by force.
But she prefers not to use force. She
abhors bloodshed. Has she no other
resource ? She believes she has. She has
always been pre-eminently a peace-lovmg
nation. She believes that peaceful agencies
in the end are stronger than those of war.
Bhe believes that in the end right is might.
She has determined, therefore, upon a
‘bloodless revolution, She "will win her
rights ; she will compel England to grant
them, How? Not by violence; not by
indulging in'even a single act of violence ;
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but by *mnon-co-operation” with her
foreign rulers, and by suffering. The
government cannot go on a week with-
out  the aid of the Indian people; the
English cannot do business of any kind, or
even live in India, without the aid of the
Indian people. The Indian people propose-
peacefully but resolutely to strike against
their foreign masters—refusing to co-
operate with them in anything, or to aid
them in anything until their rights are
granted ; and they propose to suffer, with-
out retaliation or revenge, the penalties
visited upon them, however heavy they
may be. Of course, they know that the
government which has not scrupled in all
the past to hold them in subjection by
force, and to meet every sign of insubordi-
nation with arrest, imprisonment, hanging
and shooting, will not hesitate now to
resort to the extremest measures to break
their resolve to be free, They know that
not only the strongest possible police
forces, but also the army with all its
enginery . of machine guns and bombs and
martial law, will be employed to thwart
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‘their purpose and compel them to submnit
to their masters. ‘

What will be the result ? Can rlght win
.against might under such conditions ? Will
‘it be possible for the Indian people to hold
-out against the mighty power of England?
Already arrests and imprisonments’ are
multiplying, and the iron hand of power is
‘being felt with increasing severity. A
:government which in the city of Amritsar,
less than two years ago, did not hesitate to
shoot to death five hundred unarmed men,
women and children, and wound two
‘thousand more, on the entirely unfounded

suspicion of a disloyalist plot,—will such a
government hesitate at anything? We
may be certain that blood will flow in
streams if the people-hold out. Will they
hold out? Can they? When they are
-goaded to frenzy, will they not strike back ?
‘Can they endure and suffer, and suffer and
.endure, without retaliation? The experi-
ment is one of the most striking, startling,
;shall we not say' heartening, that the
.modern world has ever witnessed,
The leader in this remarkable movement
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of the Indian people to cast off a hated
yoke and win freedom by peaceful means,
by a strike without violence and by volun-
tary endurance of suffering, is Mr. M, K.
Gandhi—not a warrior, of course; hardly
3 statesman, although he has shown some
statesmanlike qualities in years past: but
above all else, a saint—a man revered by
all India as one of the saintliest characters
it has ever produced. Mr. Gandhi has

enormous influence. His word everywhere
is

“We must have no bloodshed. We havea’

right to our liberty it is dearer to us than

life ; we will obtain it or die. But we will

-do.no wrong; we will not kill ; we will not

harm our oppressors ; we will not even hate

them ; but we will not co-operate with them
_in any way, in their work of tyranny and

wrong, in their work of carrying on an

unjust government in this country which
does not belong to them; and thus we will
compel them to give us our rlghts and our

freedom.” '

In a recent article published in his paper,
JYoung India, Mr. Gandhi says: i
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. “Let not our rock be violence and deviltry.
Our rock must be non-violence and godli-
ness.. The success of our movement depends
upon our ability to control all the forces of
violence on our side. I donot plead for
India to practise non-violence because she
is weak. I want her to practise non-violence,.
being conscious of her strength and power,
I want India to realize that she has a soul
which cannot perish and which can rise
trinmphant over every physical weakness
and defy the physical might of the whole
world. If India takes up the doctrine of the
sword she may gain momentary victory; but
she will then cease fo be the pride of my
heart. Ibelieve she has a mission for fhe
world—to teach mankind the power of the
soul, the power of non-violence, the power
of right, holding o sword or bayonet in her
hand. My life is dedicated to the service
of India' through. the religion of non-
violence, which, . I believe,: is:the root of
true Hinduism. Non-violence in its dyna-
mic condition means conscious suffering:
It does not'mean meek submission to the
will of the-evil .doer, but. it means putting
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one’s whole soul against the will of the
tyrant. Working under this law it is
possible for a single individual to defy the
whole might of an unjust empire. I do not
believe India to be helpless. Let us in
India realize that 100,000 Englishmen need
not frighten 300,000,000 of human beings
standing as we doon our own soil and
having justice on our side.”

T am sorry to say that only a few of the
Christian missionaries in India side with
Mr. Gandhi, or with the Indian peopls, in
their struggle for freedom. Most side with
the government, on which they are depen-
dent for favors; just as in this country in
the daysof slavery, so many Christians
sided with the slaveholders, and just as in
all times of war so many Christians side
with the powers that control the armies
and the navies.

A few Christians in Indla however, take
the side of the people, of freedom to be
obtained by wnon-violence, and of Mr.
Gandhi. One of these is the Rev. C. F.
Andrews, a.very able, widely known and

widely honored missionary connected with
7 ,



.98  GANDHI—NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

the Church of England Mission in Delhi.
Mr. Andréws pleads as strongly for free-
dom and self-rule for India as does Mr.
Gandhi, and he also pleadsas strongly with
the Indian people, to determineto obtain
these by peaceful means. In a recent
Indian paper, Mr. Andrews writes: '

“India will not be the India of my dearest
religious hopes on earth if in her great
struggle for freedom she turns from the
path of love and peace, to follow the paths
of bloodshed and violence, the pathway of
the sword. It has been the one dream that
has sustained me, all through these hideous
years of blood-stained war and no less
blood-stained peace, that India may show
to Europe the true and living picture of
Christ ; that India may show to the world,
in‘act and deeds of love, what the Sermon
on the Mount really means. For Europe
has of late lost sight of the figure of Christ,
y Master. In a recent Indian magazine
there is a very wonderful poem, published
by -one whom I revere, Satyeridra Dutt.
He wrote it on Christmas day—the day of
péate and goodwill—to'the effect: ‘There
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is no room for Christ in Europe to-day.
Come, O Lord, Christ, come to India. Take
thy stand in Asia, in the country of
Buddha, of Sakya, Kabir, Nanak, Nitai,
and Sanak.” If this great and pure move-
ment which Mahatma Gandhi has begun
only ends i violence and bloodshed, if this
great and pure movement does not win by
suffering and suffering alone, then my
dearest religious hopes will have been in
vain. But I still believe with all my heart
and soul, that the people of India are gentle
and humane, asno other people, I siill
believe that the religious message of the
Buddha, Kabir and Nanak, and a thousand
others—the message of my own Master,
Christ—is still aliving message in India
to-day. ,

O, India, keep to that pure and true
mdependence, the independence of the
soul the independence of the soul that
wins by suffering and by loving service,
Then there will come to mankind a
new power of peace and goodwill on
earth.” L | ',

This extraordinary, this wonderful
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movement, ‘which the people of India are
undertaking, to carry ona great political
revolution and win their freedom in Christ's
way and not in Casar’s, by non-violence,
not by violence, by suffering and being
‘killed if need be, but not by killing, by the
power of reason and right and the soul, and
not by swords and bombs—this wonderful
“movement is one which every lover of
peace and freedom and justice in the world,
and especially which every believer in
the religion of Jesus Christ in the
world, should watch with the greatest pos-
sible interest, and the deepest possible
sympathy. _

" Does the movement mean that India,
despised India, “heathen” India, is going
to teach Christendom what real Christ-
fanity is? Does it mean that India is
going to show to the world that the religion
of Jesus, as set forth in the Sermon on the
Mount, is practical statesmanship and the
only practical statesmanship, -and that
when the so-called Christian nations accept
the real religion. of Jesus and put it in
practice, and not before, will ‘wars and



BLOODLESS REVOLUTION 101

tyrannies and bloody revolutions cease,
and we shall at last have freedom and
justice and peace on the earth ?

NEW YORK. J. T. SUNDERLAND.
April, 1921. IN “UNITY.”

(Mr. Sundetland, an American-British-born, has
1ived a considerable number of years in India. He
is a close student of Indian affairs—THE EDITOR).



GANDEHI ‘AND INDIA

India has been called a land of saints,
the home of religions, and, living up to her
well"earned reputation, she produces in our
own time a man who from sheer impec-
cability of character, and extraordinary per-
sonality, and from loftiness and originality
of doctrine and ideas, takes rank at once
among the great men of the world whose-
mark is high enough to make for them a
permanent niche in the repository of the
benefactors of mankind.

Noman who is in the least interested
in the throbbing mass of peoples of the
earth can fail to take notice of this excep~
tional soul called forth by a great need
and destined tomake a significant contri-
bution to the very human effort which man
is putting forth to get himself out of the
encircling gloom into the promised land.
T say “destined”, but that is to detract
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from the glory which already enshrines
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. I should
speak in the present instead of the future
tense, for the man about whom I write,
not only will be but is, Indeed he is so
vital a factor that he is called at once the
most dangerous yet the most beloved man
in India to-day.

When Lord Reading, the newly appoint-
ed Viceroy of India, reached that country,
one of his first acts was a long heart to
heart talk with Mr, Gandhi, * * * *

To ask who this man Gandhi is, is to
ask more than one can properly answer.
To many of his Indian countrymen he is
Mahatma, or saint, a human being in
touch with the divine, to bring relief to
the suffering, food to the hungry, and
satisfaction to the other physical wants
of India; to enthusiastic students and
members of the educated class, and to
many leaders in political life he is the
embodiment of a great challenge, which,
if answered, must lead out into the posses-
sion of not only that which the body needs
and must have, but into that indefinable
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realm of the mind and spirit, the imponder-
able kingdom of the soul—a possession
which may sound very theoretical and im-
practicable, yet one which is the very
stuff that life, and living, human well-
being, and achievement are made of.

Mr. Ben Spoor of the British Labor
Party, who went to India to represent that

-organization at the Indian National Con-
gress, writes:

“The West has produced a Lenin,
strong, masterful, relentless alike-in logic
and method, The East has given birth to
a Gandhi, equally strong, masterful and
relentless. But whilst the former pins his
faith on force, the latter relies on non-re-
sistance. One trusts the sword, the other
the spirit. In an extraordinary manner
these men appear to incarnate those fund-
amentally opposing forces that—behind all
the surface struggle of our day—are striv-
ing for the mastery.”

.~ A learned man of India writes that no
one can understand Mr, Gandhi’s crusade
who does not know Mr.-Gandhi. Let us
dispose briefly of the common facts of his
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life and then undertake to see the man as
he is. : '

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born
of an old Bania family, resident in Kath-
iawar, India, October 2, 1869. Politics ap-
pears to be the heritage of his fathers.
Through business enterprise they had ac-
cumulated some wealth. His mother, an
orthodox Hindu lady, rigidly observing re-
ligious obligations, performing in the high-
est manner her duties as wife and mother,
could be expected to demand of her children
the most desirable qualities of character.
From the records one reads, young Gandhi
was no disappointment to her. Mohandas
Gandhi received hisearly training in Kath-
iawar and his final academic instruction in
London, where he qualified as a barrister-
at-law. It is reported of him during his
stay in London, that he wasrich and clever,
of a cultivated family, gentle and modest
in manner. He dressed and behaved like
other people. There was nothing parti-
cular about him to show that he had taken
a Jain vow to abstain from wine, from
flesh, and from sexual intercourse. He
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took his degree and became a successful
lawyer in Bombay, but he cared more for
religion than for law., Gradually his
asceticism began to show itself, He gave
away all his money to good causes, except
the most meagre allowance. He took vows
of poverty. Hegradually ceased a large part
of his practice at law because his religion
forbade him to take part in a system which
tried to do right by violence.

-The beginning of Mr. Gandhi’s larger life
was in South Africa, whither he had been
induced to go in connection with an Indian
legal case of some difficulty.* * * * *
Professor Gilbert Murray, writing in the
Hibbert Journal, relates the significant part
of Mr. Gandhi’s South African experience:

“ In South Africa, there are some 150,000
Indians, chiefly in Natal, and the South
- African government, feeling that the color

question in its territories was quite suffi-
ciently difficult already, determined to pre-
vent the immigration of any more Indians.
and if possible to ‘expel those who were
already there. This could not be done. It
violated a treaty; it was opposed by Natal,
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where much of the industry depended on
Indian labor; and it was objected to by
the Indian government and the home
government. Then began a long struggle.
The whites of South Africa determined to
make life in South Africa undesirable, if not
for all Indians, at least for all Indians above
the coolie class. Indians were specially
taxed ; were made to register in a degrad-
ing way ; their thumb prints were taken by
the police as if they were criminals, If,
owing to the scruples of the government,
the law was in any case too lenient, patri-
otic mobs undertook to remedy the defect.
Quite early in the struggle the Indians in
South Africa asked Mr. Gandhi to come and
help them. He came as a barrister in 1893 ;.
he was forbidden to plead; he proved his
right to plead; he won his case against the
Asiatic Exclusion Act on grounds of con-
stitutional law and returned to India. -
“Gandhi came again in 1895. He was
almost mobbed and nearly killed at Durban.
I will not tell in detail how he settled down
eventually in South Africa as a leader and
counsellor to his people; how he began &
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settlement in the country outside Durban
where the workers should live directly on
the land and be bound by a vow of poverty.
For many years he was engaged in con-
stant passive resistance to the government
and constant efforts to raise and ennoble
the inward life of the Indian community.
But he was unlike other strikers or
resisters in this: that mostly the resister
takes advantages of any difficulty of the
government in order to press his claim the
‘harder. Mr. Gandhi, when the government
was in any difficulty that he thought
serious, always relaxed his resistance and
-offered help. In 1899 came the Boer War.
'Gandhi immediately organized an Indian
Red Cross Unit. There arose a popular
movement for refusing it and treating it
-as seditious, But it was needed. The
soldiers wanted it ; it served throughout the
-war, and was mentioned in dispatches and
thanked publicly for its skilful work and
courage under fire. . In 1904 there was an
outbreak of plague in Johannesburg, and
Mr. Gandhi had a private hospital opened
before the government had begun toact. In
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1906 there was a native rebellion in Natal..
Gandhi raised and personally led a corps-
of stretcher bearers whose work seems to-
have proved particularly dangerous and
painful. Gandhi was thanked by the gov-
ernor of Natal and shortly afterwards-
thrown in jail in Johannesburg.

“Lastly, in 1913, when he was being re-
'peatedly thrown into prison among prison-
ers of the lowest class and his followers in.
jail were to the number of 2,500 ; in the very
midst of the general strike of Indians in
the Transvaal and in Natal, there occurred
the sudden and dangerous strike which en-
dangered for a time the very existence of
the organized society in South Africa, From
the ordinary agitator’s point of view, the-
game wasin Gandhi’shands, He had only
to strike his hardest. Instead, he gave or-
ders for his people to resume work until
the government should be safe again. I
cannot say how often he was imprisoned,
how often mobbed and assaulted, and what
pains were taken to mortify and humiliate
him in public. But by 1913 the Indian case
had been taken up by Lord Hardinge and
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‘the government of India. An imperial com-
mission reported in his favour on most of
‘the points at issue and an act was passed
-entitled the Indian Relief Act,” .

- Manifestly, a man of such lofty ideals,
so perfectly displayed in practice is bound
“to exert no small influence in a country
like India at this period of her life, In
order to understand the man himself in re-
lation to his country it is perhaps neces-
sary to observe a few facts of the political
“history of India. .

- India was the contemporary of great
Egypt, ancient Assyria and Persia, but un-
Tlike her contemporaries of antiquity, she
lives. They are dead. Through a continu-
-ous period running back to most archaic
times, she has come withher literature, her
religions, her customs—in short—with all
‘that makes her justly proud to-day. One
could go on and state what has become
the classic theme of the demands of con-
temporary India. We cannot consider here
‘the interesting facts of her kingdoms and
.empires, her wars and warriors, of which
-the Mahabharata o gloriously sings ; nor
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.of the coming of Islam and the great em-
pires of the Moguls. It is certainly not
possible to write here of Indian society—
of caste; of poverty widespread and dazz-
ling wealth ; of the depth of illiteracy which
grips the country octopus-like and a cul-
ture and education as noted for their lit-
erary and scholarly achievements as for
their far reach back into the haze of un-
historical days ; of marriage, home and the
family.

India has for centuries been a land much
desired by Burope. Every school boy re-
members that it was this land that Colum-
bus sought in 1492, The immense wealth
of that country as it lured on the bold dis-
coverer of America, in the same way was
the object of expeditions of the Portuguese,
Dutch, French, Austrians and Germans.
The tragic results of their seeking, both to
themselves and to India, form interesting
yet harrowing reading. Intrigue, murder,
robbery—wholesale pillage—all for the |
wealth of the Indies !

In 1600 Queen Elizabeth granted a char-
ter to what became known later as the
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East India Company. This Company estab-
lished in India trading-posts and  settle-
mentsand built forts to protect its ports and
settlements. It sent out governors and a
governor-general and when it- applied at
London for charters and courts of justice, it
got charters and courts of justice; then fol-
lows the sordid yet romantic period of
Lord Clive Warren Hastings, and others
(see Macaulay and Burke), until the East
India Company ceased to exist in the Sepoy
War of 1857 and the British crown assumed
the sovereignty of this country and its mil-
lions in 1858, Upon and out of this more-
than half-century of foreign rule, a rule
of which ane reads great good and much
‘evil, comes what is to-day termed “Indian
unrest”, and upon the very crest of this:
wave Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
occupies his position. .

These 315,000,000 people, largely poor and:
illiterate, though with “a highly .cultured
and educated leadership, what is it they-
want and in what is it that Gandhi is for
many of them the spokesman ?*; (1 * . *

One could mention an - almost . unending’
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list of complaints, demands, memorials and
resolutions.Each yearit appears the leaders
of the people have become more bold and
have given increased expression to their
larger and national aspiration. A demand
granted has only served to reveal their
miserable weakness and the mighty
strength of the power that granted it.
Thus has a new state of mind come upon
this country almost with the suddenness
of the dawn of day but with the same
surety of travel and background as that
upon which dawn depends. Instead of a
half loaf, the whole is desired. The same
sort of patience is no longer advocated and
a conditional loyalty to the British Empire
is preached, . -

Without doubt the war primarily and
other subsequent developments have given
the immediate impetus to the riging tide
of new and popular thought. But it is pos-
sible for almost every Indian to name spe-
cifically definite overt acts and administra<
tive measures which led an erstwhile pa-
tient and philosophic people into a state

which an unfriendly reporter characterizes
8 .
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as * an atmosphere surcharged with heat
and an horizon obscured by smoke screens
of racial passion.” Of the overt acts, the one
“which touched the very quick of the peo-
ple’s heart, was the Amritsar massacre
whereby several hundred Indian men,
women and children were shot dead under
the order of a Britishgeneral and hundreds
of -others were left wounded. And this
because these unarmed people refused to
obey the order of the British general to-
disperse |

In the second place, the Moslems of
India are dissatisfied over the turn events
have taken during the past three years
which, they claim, humiliate Islam and
completely subjugate the Mohammedan
world to the Christian. Their. deepest
feelings are stirred over what is to them a
studied insult to their religion. The very
heart of India’s racial self-respect is stir-
red. But behind these two questions just
referred to the New Republic states:
“There is a greater and all embracing one,
that of national wrong and shame of which
every Indian is sensitive,”.
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Upon a governmental report on the
Amritsar massacre Mr. Gandhi writes:
“The condonation of the Punjab atrocities
has completely shattered my faith in the
good intentions of the government and the
nation supporting it.”

Thus begins the newer attitude of
Indian leaders towards Britain ! New terms,
or rather old terms with new meanings are
now the order of the day. Swaraj, non-
co-operation, non-violence, and Gandhism,
are the terms which have turned the eyes
of the world upon thé man responsible for
‘their use, and have won for him the de-
voted following of great masses of his own
people.

March 1922. THE CRISIS,

* * | ]



'NON-CO-OPERATION PROGRAMME.

Never in the history of the world has it
“happened that a prophet of a new political
and spiritual idealism has had during his
lifetime such a following as has Mahatma
Gandhi of India to-day. This man has
brought into politics & new and unique
alignment, and into the domain of war a
hew explosive, a most powerful explosive,
which he calls “soul force.” Some one
has said of him, “It is becoming increasing-
'ly evident that Gandhi is one of the great
tharacters of history—one of those ‘pale
-thinkers’ whom Emerson described as
being let loose on this planet now and then
for its purification.” But the Mahatma is
‘more than this. He is the recognized
leader of a resurgent Asia, and of an India
reborn, for India’s present unrest is but
part of a great continental movement, a
stupendous spiritual revolt of nearly a
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Dbillion people against materialism—a
materialism that found tragic demonstra.-
. tion in the great war.
» » * »

Non-co-operation as practised hy many
millions of Indians to-day amounts to-a
complete boycott of everything English—
an amplified, glorified boycott that makes
it an act of wrong-doing for an Indian to
buy and use anything of English manu-
facture, to attend English schools, enter
English courts, or accept honors of any
kind from the government. All this being
entered into, Gandhi insists, with no spirit
of retaliation or of hate, which this leader
reiterates shall have no place ina pro-
gramme that worksto the end of self-disci-
pline—individually and nationally. All this
means that every community must be self-
supporting for cloth; that Hindu-Muslim
unity must prevail ; that Hinduism must
be rid of the curse of “untouchability,”
that the people must aim for self-purifica-
tion through the avoidance of drink and
drugs; and, last and most important, that
non-violénce must be religiously observed.
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It is the last requirement that makes the
Indian revolutionary programme unique in
the history of revolutions, - In a recent
issue of his paper, Young India, Gandhi
says: '

- “The success of our movement depends
upon our ability to control all the forces
of violence on our side ... I'want India to
realize that she has a soul which can not
perish and which can rise triumphant over
every physical weakness and defy the
physical might of the whole world.”

In March just before his arrest he said :
*“Swaraj by non-violence must be a
progressively peaceful revolution such as
the transference of power from a close
corporation to the people’s representatives,
and as natural as the dropping of a fully
ripe fruit from a well-nurtured tree. ... If
we approach our programme with the men-
tal reservation that after all we shall wrest:
the  power from the. British by force of
arms, then we are untrue to our profession .
of non-violence. If we believe in our
programme then we are bound to believe
that the British are not unamenable to the
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force of affection as they are undoubtedly
amenable to the force of arms.”

As Gandhi sees it, violence is no-raj, but
the non-co-operation programme faithfully
carried out leads to Swaraj, that is to say
self-government for one-fifth of the people
of the globe. And non-co-operation is sim-
ply an organized refusal to help the ruling
class to rule; the boycott takes the place
of mobilization—love takes the place of
bitterness and ill-will! For the first time
in the history of the world a great people
have set out to win freedom by opposing to
the strength of the opposition the willing-
ness to suffer until might shall have been
put under foot by right. It is a determined
offort to effect a great political revolution
without shedding the blood of the enemy.
It is fighting in Christ’s way rather than
Casar's.

#‘# ‘

The gentle Aryan of the East has faith
that the long-time gathering rancor of an
oppressed people can be sublimated to the
heights of renunciation, that the teachings
of the Christ can be the guiding star of
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India to-day, leading the way not alone to
freedom for India, but pointing the way to
the future peace ofthe world. If Gandhi
and his people can succeed—against what
seem to be fearful odds—then indeed the
West must again sit at the feet of the
East as it did ong ago, and learn again the
ancient message of love and pity, of toler-
ance and simplicity, which to-day it is far
-on the way to forget.

'BLANCHE WATSON
IN “THE UNIVERSALIST LEADER”

BOSTON }
July 1922,

(Extract). |



INDIA AND BRITISH DOMINATION

Many Englishmen try to justify them-
selves for holding India in subjection by
-saying “We are only doing what has
.always been done. India has always been
a subject nation. She has always been
ruled by foreigners because she is incapa-
ble of ruling herself. Therefore we are
.doing her no wrong. If we were not there
some other foreign power would be, which
would not govern her so well as we
-do. Therefore we feel wholly justified
in continuing our domination. Indeed, we
consider that we are doing her a kindness
by continuing our rule.”

What is to be said in reply to this
.claim? The reply to be made is that the
claim is pure fiction. Instead of Iundia
.always having been a subject nation ruled
by a foreign power, never before in all her
long history of 3,000 years has she had
such an experience. The present British
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domination is the first foreign rule of any
duration she has ever known. To be sure
at different times foreign conquerors have
swept with their armies across her borders
and over parts of her territory, but always
these invasions. have been: of only por-
tions of .India or else they have been
temporary, or both.
- Probably the foreign rule that these
Englishmen have primarily in mind is
that of the Mogul Emperors who reigned
~over most of India during the centuries
immediately preceding the coming of the
British. But those Mogul Rulers were not
foreigners in any such sense as the British
Rulers of India are. The first of their
number, Baber, came from a foreign land ;
but he settled down in India and both he
and all his successors made India their
permanent home, identified themselves
wholly with the interests of India and
ruled the land as Indians, not as foreign
sovereigns. -

. They were foreign in the sense in which
the sovereigns of England have beent
foreign since the time of William the Con-
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queror. William came from abroad, but
he came to be an English, not a foreign,
King, and all his successors have regarded
England as their own country, and have
reigned as English kings and queens.

The Mogul rulers of India were foreign
only in the sense that all the presidents of
the United States have been foreign. All
the presidents have been descendants of
- men who came to America at some time
from foreign lands. But they came
to make America their home and to be
Americans, and therefore their descen-
dants are rightly thought of as Ameri-
cans. -

In exactly the same way the Mogul
Emperors are rightly to be considered as.
Indian rulers, not as forgigners.

But the case of the present rule of
Great Britain in India is wholly different.
These British rulers are foreigners and
never become anything elss. They are
born thousands of miles from India; they
come to India for the distinct purpose of
ruling the country as a foreign and subject
land; they never identify themselves with
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the people whom they rule; often they do
not even learn to speak the language, but
are obliged to depend upon subordinates
for communication with the people; they
never call India home; as soon as their
terms of office are over, they hasten back
to England, the land where all their
interests and hearts are.

It is as if a nation ina distant part of the
‘world—say the Japanese—should come by
a long sea voyage to England, conquer
the country, depose its own rulers, and
thereafter, without the consent of the:
English, govern it arbitrarily, wholly by
men sent from Japan, who never settle in
England and never identify themselves
permanently with England’s interests, but
are there to exploit the country for Japan’s
benefit and return to home to Japan as
soon as their periods of office expire. That
4s exactly the rule which Great Britain
majntains in India.. Instead of being in
line with previous Indian experience, it
is something absolutely new in Indian
. history. : : '

- And because it is so new, so wholly



INDIA AND BRITISH DOMINATION 125~.

foreign, so wholly arbitrary, so wholly
without the consent of the Indian people,
and so wholly out of sympathy with
Indian aspirations and ideals, it is more-
galling than any rule that India has ever
known.

J. T. SUNDERLAND
November 1921. IN “UNITY.”



AN AMERICAN AT THE ALL-INDIA
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 1920.

 [The writer of this article is & mining enginest, just
<back from five years spent in India. He learned to
-:speak‘pne of Yhe' Indian languages and to undersiand
bits of several, His work carried him into the small
towns and off the beaten trails, so that he writes from
Jirst-hand, comprehensive obsgroation, Because of his
interest in Indian affairs he was invited to sit in the
Andian National Congress of 1920, the only member who
was not an Indian, His view point is one of sympathy
~with Indian problems,~THE EDITOR.)
STAND on an Indian railway station as
the sun goes down. You will see here and
‘there figures at prayer. Standing, kneel-
ing, prostrating themselves on little rugs,
‘they find even in that busy spot time for
this most important duty of all. They are
Mohammedans, followers of what our
«Christian world considers a religion of
sensuality and blood. Butlook atthem
-closely and you will see that they are men,
.simple, sincere, unashamed to pray. Think °
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what you will of their religion you can-
not deny that there is something manly in
it; men praying as men who believe should.
One fact that must be admitted by every
unprejudiced observer is that whatever
may have been the achievements of Chris-
tianity in India in the past, it is utterly
without influence among the Indian people
to-day. ,

India speaks, not only for India but for
all the non-European races, and she speaks
not only to Britain but to the -world. Her
plea is that there must be made room, not
only for ourtype of civilization, but for
the Indian, the Chinese, the Japanese and
perhaps the African type as well. |

The troubled conditions which exist in
India are much more than a protest against
British rule. They are the conflict of two
radically different systems of human
-organization. For the first time the civili-
zation of Europe has failed to penetrate.
In all previous contacts with darker skin-
ned races white institutions have rapidly
‘swept before them the traces of whatever
«civilization may have existed prior to their
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advent. Thus the failure of European
institutions to establish themselves in
India after several centuries of effort is
one of the most significant facts facing
humanity to-day. ,,

Railways, factories, mines, colonial
empires, their spread has been so .rapid,
so irresistible for the last 100 years, that
we have all but forgotten that no civiliza-
tion is the ultimate civilization; that the-
peoples who are dominant to-day have not
always been so and that the human race is
a greater institution than the white race.

* * * * .

~ Itis the ideal ofthe young Indian of
today to build up a new civilization which
will re-create in India the glories of her
past.  He recognizes - clearly the more
glaring faults of the present Hindu system
and is endeavoring to correct them. But
he is determined also that this new social
structure shall be a ‘thing essentially
Indian, uncrippled by any alien control
and in which all that is best in the Indian
spirit shall have every opportunity to grow
and expand,
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This was the state of affairs when the
results of years of patient statesmanship.
were swept away in an hour by the folly
of one man. There is in India a class of
Englishman occupying "usually high
administrative posts who belong to an age
which they fail to realize has passed away..
The Indian army officer is almost invaria-
bly of this class. He belongs mentally in
those * kick the nigger days” which
existed before the idea of the rights of
minor peoples- had been brought forth.
The men in power during the war in the
Punjab, the district in which most of the

Indian overseas .troops. were recruited,
" were pre-eminently of this class,

There was' considerable unrest in the
Punjab accompanied by riots in which one
or two Europeans were- killed. According

to Indian opinion this unrest was the
outcome of unwise recruiting activities
and injudicious use’of the Rowlatt Act, a
measure passed in spite of vehement
Indian protest, giving to the Government
the power .to employ the most extreme

‘measures when any condition threatening
9
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public peace was suspected. According to
the official version, it was the outcome of
the general depravity of the Punjabi, his
hatred of British rule anda widespread
plot to bring about a repetition of the great
Indian mutiny of 1867. -

I was presertt in the State of Mayurbhanj
during the uprisings among the Santals,
which took place in 1916. After seeing the
effect there of overzealous recruiting
methods among a primitive and ignorant
people, I am inclined to accept the Indian
version as correct. : |

As a result of this state of affairs,
General Dyer, who was in command of

‘the British troops in Amritsar, caused
notices to be put up forbidding all pub-
lic assemblies, A few hours after the -
posting of these notices a large crowd
of Indians assembled in the Jalianwalla
‘Bagh, one. of the public squares of the,
city.” It is doubtful.if in a population so.
jlliterate the mnotices: were thoroughly"
understood, or if in' the short time since:
their issue their significance had been'
generally realized. It isalso  doubtful
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if any copies of the notice were posted
in this particular spot where the meet-
ing took 'place. The crowd was ap-
parently a peaceful one and if armed at
all carried only sticks.

Carried away -by the fear of a general
uprising, General Dyer closed the out-
lets to the square with his troops,
opened fire with machine guns and did
not cease until 380 persons had been
killed. This was followed by the bombing
of outlying villages from air-planes and
the enforcement of degrading indignities
upon the public. Indians were permitted,
for example, to pass a certain street only
on their hands and knees.

India was stunned. A special meeting
of the National Congress was convened
to consider what should be done. It
met in Calcutta. I was there at -the
time and was asked by a number of
my Punjabi friends to act as a member
of their delegation. I accepted the in-
vitation with some reluctance, as I
knew that there would be extremely
few Europeans present and I did not
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know to what extremities the 'crowd
might be driven by the inflammatory
speeches which I felt would be made.

" A structure of bamboo poles roofed
with palm-leaves, liker a great -circus
tent, had been ‘erected, enclosing a-
large part of one of the public squares.
‘Within, the pillars and roof had been
draped with white cloth. It was packed
with row upon row of - quiet, orderly
humanity facing a raised platform.
Every inch of legitimate space was
filled, but the aisles were kept clear,
the exits free and the whole immense
gathering was handled in a way which
would have done credit to any organiza-
tion in the world. " C

The Pre51dent of the Congress was
LaJpat Rai, who had just been per-
mitted to return from a long exile
abroad. Near him on the platform sat
the shght ﬁgure of Gandhi, of whom so-
much was to be heard. As far as I
could see I was the only white person
present, but I need havefelt no alarm.
I was guided politely to my seat under
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a large sign marked Punjab. Printed
copies of the speeches and proceedings
were thrust into my hand. References
or allusions which I might not have
understood were eagerly explained, The
tone of the meeting was one not of
anger or excitement, but rather of digni-
fied mourning over a national misfor-
tune. It was impressive in its restraint.
One felt that all hope of compromise was
past, that India was definitely turning
her back on England and that she was
setting her foot irrevocably in a new

WaYI
* » * * I

E. H. DICKENSON
June 1922, "IN “NEW YORK TiMES"”
(Extract)



“ THE 'GREATEST M AN ON EARTH
' TO-DA

That is what the great poet Rabin-
dranath Tagore calls him. He says “To
see a whole nation of different races, of
d1ffer1ng temperaments and ideals, joining
hands to follow a saint, that is a modern
miracle and only possible in India. I do
not agree with Gandhi in many things,
but I give him my utmost reverence
and adm1rat10n He is mnot only the
,greatest man in India, he is the greatest
man on earth to-day.” -

John Haynes Holmes, the famous prea-
cher, says of him that Gandhi has the
spirit and ideals of Jesus, and that under
his leadership for the first time in the
history of the world the Sermon on the
Mount is being put in practice on a
national scale.

The world is desperately in need of great
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men to-day—in need of great saints and
great statesmen more than any other
kinds of great men, some of us think,
So that when we hear the story of a man
who is both great saint and great states-
man it becomes both a pleasure and a
duty to tell about him and what he is
trying to do.

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is about
fifty three years old. He was educated
first in India and then went to England
to study law, e was called to the bar in
1891, After "a short legal career in
Bombay he went to South Africa. to
conduct an important case. There he
found that his fellow-countrymen were
suffering constant injustice and persecu-
tion at the hands of the British Colonials,
Most of the Indians in, South Africa were
indentured workingmen, without educa-
tion, money or social position. Gandhi,
a high caste Hindu, the son of the Prime
Minister of a great Native State in India,
a lawyer of promise, decided to settle in
South Africa and cast in his-lot with these
poor “ coolies.”” For eight years he fought
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the battle of Indian rights,—fought hard,
steadily and constitutionally. His chief
weapon was the ancient Quaker one of
non-resistance: He and his : followers
refused to obey the laws which they folt
to be unjust and went to prison in the
spirit that our ancestors showed when
they suffered for the right to worship God
according to their own consciences. More
than once angry mobs threatened Gandhi
with death, He and his compatriots were
“led out in prison garb to grace General
Smuts’- triumph under Kaffir guards
armed with rhinoceros-hide whips.” In
the end he won—won the respect of the
whites and the cause of Indian constitu-
tional freedom in South Africa.

- Of the struggle he himself says: “ We
~did not wantto be governed by the Asiatic
- Act of 1907 of the Transvaal. . . . Two
~courses were open to us—to use violence
when we were called upon to submit
to the Act, or to suffer the penalties pre-
scribed under the Act, and thus to draw
out and exhibit the force of the soul
within us for a period long enough to
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appeal to the sympathetic "chord in-the
governors or the law makers. We have
taken long to achieve what we set about
striving for. That was because our Passive
Resistance was not of the most complete
type.- . . . For the exercise of the
purest soul-force, in its perfect form,
brings about instantaneous relief. For
this exercise, prolonged training of the
individual soul is an absolute necessity,
so that a perfect Passive Resister
has to be almost, if not entirely, a
“perfect man. We cannot all suddenly
become such men, but, if my proposition
is correct—as I know it to be correct—the
-greater the spirit of Passive Resistance in
us, the better men we will become. Its
use, therefore, is, I think, indisputable,
and it is a force which if it became
universal, would revolutionize social ideals
and do away with despotism and the ever-
growing militarism wunder which the
nations of the West -are groaning and are
being almost crushed to death, and which

fairly promises to overwhelm even the
mnations of the East.” Lo
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- The name “ Passive Resistance” for
such an irresistible force as Gandhi here
describes is an unfortunate one. 1t won
religious liberty in England in the seven-
teenth century as used by George Fox and
his fellow-believers. It won Indian rights
in South Africa as used by Gandhi in the
early nineteen hundreds. It is being used
again under his leadership in the
greatest experiment in practical religion:
and government since the days of Fox
and Penn. For Mahatma (*Saint,” as
they call him) Gandhi is trying to win
national freedom for India by a great
national movement using non-co-operation
and non-violence as spiritual substitutes
for war. The whole nation is in a state
of revolt against British rule, and' there
are many Indians who would use violence,
even terrorism, but the popular idol is
Mahatma Gandhi, and so far his programme
has the official sanction of the Indian
National Congress. To understand the
significance of what is now going on
in India one must have some knowledge
of its economic and political condition.
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After many years of British rule the-
average income per capita is $10.00 per-
annum for India's 815,000,000 people. At
1916 prices, one meal of rice a day would:
cost $10.95 per annum. In addition,.
taxes according to the new budget are
~ exacted in cash averaging $1.40 per capita.
“Is it any wonder,” as Norman Thomas.
says, “that large sections of the popula-
tion are living under famine conditions,
that between 5,000,000 and 7,000,000 of
these undernourished people died -of in-
fluenza, and that 75,000,000 are receiving
barely one square meal in two days? This.
starving. people contribute to Imperial
Britain for the benefits of her administra-
tion and interest on capital an amount
estimated variously between $100,000,000
and $200,000,000.” To stop the unrest which.
this condition of affairs has produced,
England has resorted to martial law, with
the result, as the Duke of Connaught put
it, that “the shadow of Amritsar has leng-
thened over the fair face of India.’ India
isinrevolt, ®* * * » » »

A new India is being built and when the
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inner walls of the regenerated civilization
are strong enough to stand, the outer walls
‘will tumble to pieces.” " As Gandhi himself
put it, “ The Times of . India considers the
non-co-operation movement to be ‘an easy
descent to hell.’ I respectfully urge that
it is a difficult ascent to heaven, If it was
-a movement to produce anarchy, surely it
.could be precipitated any moment.”

Part of the secret of Gandhi’s success
with the masses lies in his simple 'life,
‘which is a proof of his absolute sincerity.
His lifo, like his movement, is based “on
self-sacrifice, self-discipline, unflinching
determination and the capaclty for un-
limited suffering.” ... -

He lives as simply as possible. He eats
only vegetables, rice and nuts. He sits on
-amat on the floor and sleeps on hard planks.
He dresses like a workingman' and walks
‘barefoot, . He travels third class.

Gandhi is fearless. He says in one of
‘his writings, * A man who has realized his
‘manhood, who fears only God, will fear no
one else. If man will only realize that it
is unmanly to obey laws that are unjust,
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no man’s tyranny will enslave him. This.
is the key to self-rule.”

If he lives, a man like this has a great-
part to play in the future of the world.
Whether we agree with him in his attitude
toward the British or in all the details of
his programme, we must acknowledge that
heis a great man, attempting against great
odds one of the greatest experiments that
the world has ever seen. As Tagore says,.
“The soul of India has found a worthy
symbol in Gandhi; for he is most eloquen-
tly proving that man is essentially a
spiritual being, that he flourishes the best
in the realm of the moral and the spiritual,.
and most positively perishes both body and
soul in the atmosphere of hatred and gun-
powder smoke.” Was such a lesson ever
more sorely needed in our war-worn
Western world ?

ANNE G. W. PENNELL.
IN “THE FRIEND"™
PHILADELPHIA,
March 1922,



GANDHI AND NON-VIOLENT
RESISTANCE

. Victory is complete if non-violence reigns
-supreme in spite of arrests. - We have stipulated
to go to prison without feeling angry orinjured.—
.And if we are neither cowed down nor provoked

~ to violence but are able to continue WNational
work, we have certainly attained Swara).
"For no power on earth can stop the onward march
of peaceful, determined, and godly peoples.”
M. K. GANDHI.
Much has been said and written about
‘the economic bases of revolution, but it
‘has taken a *‘Saint,”—one who declares
that he is a religious man trying to put
‘religion into politics—to come the closest
‘to proving this premise. The spinning-
wheel is deciding India’s destiny to-day !
_It is the crux of the unique programme that
Mahatma Gandhi has laid down for
.315,000,000 people who have declared that
‘the time has come for the British to get
-out of their country. It is the instrument
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that will make British occupation less and
less profitable as the days go by,—and
there are those who say that if the profit
is taken out of this business of *protect-
ing” India the British rule will cease
forthwith. I
The spinning-wheel is the symbol on the
new Indian flag—and well it may be, for it
-and Mahatma Gandhi together have put
the fear of God into the British Raj, as
never a fighting-man of the old type has
done in a hundred and sixty years of this
foreign rule that Indians now say must go.
“ England could never have held us all
these years,” says Gandbi, “had we not
-co-operated with her. If then we would be
free we must refuse to co-operate in any
way with any part of the machinery of her
-domination.” - But the rejection side of the
problem is not all. Non-co-operationhasa
positive as well as a negative side, and the
positive side provides for the building up
-of a virile, independent, and self-disciplined
India. It means the building up of the
ancient village organization system, the
reviving of Indian industries, the creation’
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of Indian arbitration courts, the starting of
new schools—the opportunity to live as a
free nation. It is a call to one-fifth of the
human race to cease to co-operate with the
government that is - demoralizing both
Indians and Englishmen, and build a new
and a better government.

. But this is not all. Behind this weapon.
there must be’ always the non-violent
attitude. Non-violence in word, thought,
and deed must mark every step of the way
‘to Self-Government. “Every step - for-
ward,” he has declared, “must be taken
with the greatest deliberation and calm-
ness. ... An outbreak of violence would
retard our progress and’ may even indefi-
nitely postpone Swaraj. ...- The Struggle is
prolonged to the extent that we fail to
understand the implications of non-
wiolence. ... If non-co-operators get angry
and retaliate, they lose the battle,—whereas.
if they suffer, they . win without fazl and
without delay.”

Gandhi is in prison. Somethmg is
happening in India but the censorship lets
little or nothing through, “Gandhi said to-
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his followers on his departure for his six-
year sentence, “Carry on the programme
with clock-work regularity and the speed of
the Punjab express.” If India' were run-
ning rivers of blood however,~as was
predicted by those people of little faith in
the great principles of Gandhi that have
never been without an advocate, be it
said, from the time of Laotze, the vener-
able Chinese sage even down to the present
day,—we should hear of it; so, no news
may be taken for good news.

Just before his arrest, Gandhi wrote in
comment upon a letter of appreciation from
an English lady: |

* This is a terrible struggle, It is NOT based
on hate though men who hate are init. Itisa
struggle that is based on love, pure and undefiled.

If I felt any hate towards Eng]ishmen or those

who in their blindness are associated with the

administration, I have the courage to retire from
the struggle. A man who has the least faith in

God and His mercy-~which is His justice—cannot

hate men through at the same time he must hate

their evil ways.. This struggle therefore is
intended to make frlends with Englishmen and

the whole world,’
10
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' Gandhi has declared that he has a mes-
sage for the whole world, that his is the
universal gospel, that the welfare. of
humanity is his goal. Recently he said
“more explicitly that the aim of the non-
co-operators should be to hold up the ideal
that government in the future must rest not
on brute force, but on moral force. And,
inexplicable as it must seem to many—
indeed to most of us—Gandhi has’ most
sincerely at heart the spiritual advance-
ment of the oppressors of his people as well
as of the oppressed Indians. This is the
logical outcome of his oft-expressed thought
that the rule of the British was quite as
demoralizing to the British as to the Indian
people. Gandhi is far more than a nation-
alist leader. He is without a doubt, a
supreme religious teacher, as well as one
of the noble line of exemplars of the non-
resistant theory, that includés Isaiah, St.
Francis, Tolstoi, and our own Thoreau.
The core of his spiritual message is the
establishment of Moral or Truth force as
the basis of relationship between govern-
‘ments; the elimination of all racial
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prejudice within the human family; and
the substitution of Love for antagonism
and ill-will. He looks beyond India to the
various dominions where Indians are dis-
criminated against, and beyond Indians to
the rest of the world. He knows that
‘what all religions teach is right—only the
teaching has never been completely
applied. He desires that India shall teach
to the world the greatest lesson of all time,
that consistent Right must prevail far more
surely than Right which calls on Wrong
for aid. “Not that the resort to arms is
‘wrong when people have no other”; saysan
editorial in the Bombay Chronicle—Not
‘that honest anger under oppression is a sin;
but both are imperfections....., The world
‘deems George Washington and De Valera
great men and splendid patriots. Mény in
the world deem Lenin and Trotsky the
same. On these the imperfect way jo
freedom was forced—the way of honest
anger and bloodshed. But on Mahatma
‘Gandhi and India lies no such compulsion,
We cannot but believe that the great God
has so adjusted thése modern circumse
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tances ‘called ‘economic conditions’ as to-
allow India alone of. all the nations of the
-earth, to prove to a distracted world that
God is its ruler and that God’s law must
prevail. For we in India are so strong in
our positiorn. . We are unassailable if only
we preserve faith in non-violent mnon-co--
operation.” And these are the words of a
Mohammedan. This is all very well, but
it will be asked what about the India of
to-day ? Says the New York- Natzon
.speaking of Gandhi:

“ Consider the man. In the space of a few
years he has done more for his people than any
government in centuries. He has been the bearer-
of new hope and human dignity to the Untouch-
ables ; he has been the weaver of bonds of unity
between the " Moslems and Hindus whom the-
British would - keep asunder; he has fought the

. liquor traffic which was debasing his people. and
the infamous opium monopoly, by which forits-
_own proﬁt. the British Government menaces not
*only. Iudia but all mankind. He has given to-
revolutlon non-vzolent mstruments which promise-
~ the ‘release 'of humamty from the seemmg““
necessxty of wars for freedomf He has smcerely

_preached loveé for the enemy. | L
E I %, f' ‘v"“_ ] . ) /'.
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Nothing succeeds like success—and
‘Gandhi—imprisoned as he is to-day is suc-
cessful beyond the wildest hopes and
.dreams of the despised pacifists ‘who
steadily held to the belief that there wasa
‘better way than had yet been tried, to
settle the disputes of humans on this planet.
The very severity of the repressive acts of
the Government, the 25 thousand or more
in jail to-day—three thousand imprisoned
in the space of a month, two hundred in
one day in Calcutta—all this extremity as
Gandhi has observed, is but the proof that
victory is at hand for the non-co-operators.
And what can the -action of a stupid
officialdom that imprisons such a man as
Mahatma Gandhi attest but approaching
defeat for the Government? ,

This blundering move on the part of a
‘well-nigh distracted bureaucracy is 'proof
-enough—if proof were needed—that - the
British are not in India for the good of the
Indians, More than that, it proves quite
conclusively that no imperialistic govern-
‘ments function in the interests of the
-people. They exist for the proﬁt and power
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of the ruling class. *As little to-day in

India; as yesterday in Palestine,” .says -
John ' Haynes Holmes in Unity, “it is-
po'sksible for a government to co-operate
with, or even tolerate a man who is single-
heartedly devoted to the higher interests

of humankind, Gandhi, like Jesus before
him, is a dangerous man—to Pilate! There--
fore he must be led to Calvary.”

- But Calvary for Jesus of Nazareth was

the triumph of humanity. The descent

from the cross began a new day for count-
less millions.. And when the prison doors

open for Mahatma Gandhi there will begin,

please God, a new day for India’s teeming

millions. : Far more—there will have been

made the beginning of a new era for the-
whole world.

| “BLANCHE WATSON
May 1922. IN “ THE MESSENGER'



A GREAT MAN AND A GREAT
- BOOK '

" Note.~The approaching session of the Al-Indiz
Congress, fo be held in the last week of December, makes
an article on Gandhi, the Teader of the Nationalist forces
of that country, timely and worth while. Without some
understanding of the philosophy, the methods and the
aims of this remarhable man, the activities of this great
gathering—news of which are bound to reach us Tere in
America—will be difficult of comprehension, As it is,
one can say that it needs almost @ new mind to grasp
the essentials of the non-violent resistance movement,
which, while the body of ifs leader is imprisoned, is
still being led by his spirit. The success of the none
violent, non-co-operation programme, to date, can best be
estimated by the measure and thekind of repression that
it has aroused, Between thirty.five and forty thousand
men—the flower of the Indian race—are at present in
jail. What the year's Congress is to accomplish will be
a matler of great moment, very likely for the whole
world.~Editor.,

" Non-violence 15 the law of our species as violence i
the law of the brule, The spirit liss dormant in the
brute and he knows no law but that of physical force.
The dignity of man requires ohedience to a higher lawe
the strength of the spirit,"—M. K, Gandhi.
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In the pages of the Hibbert Journal,
Professor Gilbert Murray—during the first
years of the war—brought forward the
unique figure of a man whom the years
immediately succeeding the war, were to
see daveloped into a world. personality.
That man, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi,
is to-day being held up to the world as the
ablest and truest mouth-piece of India’s
dreams and ideals, It is as author that
this article is to -treat of him,—the author
of a little book with the unassuming title—
“Hind Swaraj” (Hindu Self-Government).
“It is certainly my good fortune,” he
writes in the Introduction, “that this
booklet of mine is receiving wide atten-
tion” Continuing, he says, “It was written
in 1908 in answer to the Indlan school of
-violence and its prototype in South Africa.
I felt that violence was no remedy for
India’s ills and that her -civilization
required the use of a different and higher
weapon. .

. The doctrme of “ passwe res1stance
may be said to be the central thought in
the book, Gandhi does not .like this
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phrase however. He feels that it does not
convey the full beauty of the method which
centers around the returning of good for
evil, and the replacing of all hate and
bitterness by love. “ Methods of violence,”
he says—*“dre like weeds,—~they will grow
anywhere ; but for the growth of passive
resistance, it is necessary that the ground
be cleared by self-sacrifice and self-
discipline.” :

The idea of non-co-operation asa weapon
to replace force of arms and to supplement
passive resistance,—or non-violent resis-
tance, which is a more adequate characteri-
zation,—is merely suggested in the book
though it is outlined in the Introduction
written to a recent edition. (Published by
Ganesh & Co. Madras, Price As. 6) Asa
matter of fact this weapon, as it exists to-
day, was forged since the writing of the
book, but that the idea was even then
taking shape in the mind of the author is
indicated quite clearly in the rules for
action looking toward “ Swaraj.”

War, to Gandhi, is the outstanding vice
of the “Satanic materialism ” of the West,
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and against- it he directs the full force of
his energy, both as a religious teacher and
a political leader,—for he is both.

To Gandhi, that civilization is permanent.
which outlives its trial,.and the strength
of India, he believes, is *immeasurable”
and is,seen in the fact that it has survived
the shock of its purging process.,

Most of us, it is likely, would argue that
passive, that is to say “non-violent,”
resistance is a splendid weapon for the
weak, but that the strong take up arms.
Gandhi’s reply to this embodies the best
possible characterization of the doctrine
that Jesus of Nazareth taught, and which.
he lived. He says:

* “This "is gross. ignorance. Passive
resistance, that is, soul-force, is matchless,
It is superior to the force of arms ..
Physical-force men are strangers to .the
courage that is requisite in a passive
resister. Do you believe .a coward can
disobey a law that he dislikes? ... Pas~
sive resistance is an all-sided sword; it
blesses him who uses it and him against
whom it is used. . Without drawing a drop
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of blood it produces far-reaching results.
Tt never rusts and cannot be stolen. Itis
not the weapon of the weak but of the
strong, Competitionbetween passive resist-
ers does not exhaust . . . Those who defy
death are free from all weakness.”

Gandhi puts forward the unique thought
that strength means the absence of fear,.

‘not the quantity of flesh and muscle on
one’s body, nor the keen edge of one’s
sword, To do a thing that violates one's.
conscience, he insists, argues fear. Fear-
then must be eliminated, for those alone-
can follow the path of truth who are free
from fear. _ :

Ho points out that passive resistance-
does not require the training of an army ; it
needs no Jiu-Jitsu. Control over the mind
is alone necessary, and when that is
attained, man is free like the king of the
forest, and his very glance withers the-
enemy. “One who is free from hatred
requires no sword.” '

The personality of Gandhi is so closely
identified with all his writings, and parti-
cularly with this “Hind Swaraj” that it is.
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difficult to discuss them apart from the
author. Whatever may be one’s estimate
of Gandhi the political leader it must be
admitted that “Hind Swaraj” is a big little
book. It is unfortunate that there are but.
few copies in the country, for its spirit
and trend should be known.. The author
has said that it will appeal to the heart of
a child, It teaches the gospel of love in
place of hate, It.replaces violence with
self-sacrifice. It pits soul-force against
brute-force. One  almost needs a new
mind to follow a person who talks abouf
“the moral stature of a nation” and “the
power of suffering,”—who speaks of “spir-
itualizing - industry,” and declares that
“politics divorced from religion is like a
corpse fit to be buried.” .

‘A noted Englishman, Colonel Wedge-
wood, has said publicly that one does not
think it blasphemous to compare the
Mahatma to Christ. It is only in the light
of some such understanding that one is
enabled to approach the writings of this
man, and his spoken word, which together
have been the meansof creating in the
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Indian people a wholly new psychology
which has brought together age-old
religious antagonists like the Hindus and
Mohammedans. _
People of all races, castes, tongues and.
creeds have come under the spell of this
great leader of the Hindus, who, with every
last energy of soul and body, has dedicated
himself to the service of humanity. Those:
who know him say that he has discarded -
every last vestige of self-indulgence, that
no slightest desire of the flesh shall stand
in the way of devotion to his ideals. And
the man is reflected in his book, At the
end he says, speaking of Swaraj, “I have
endeavored to explain it as I understand it,.
and my conscience testifies that my life
henceforth is dedicated to its attainment.”

- BLANCHE WATSON

IN “PEARSON'S MAGAZINE”
November 1922,



MAHATMA GANDHI OF INDIA.
(WRITTEN FOR CHILDREN)

~ About two thousand yearsago there lived
2 man who said, “He that taketh the sword
~ shall perish by the sword,”—that is, he
tried to make people see that war was
wrong—that all killing was wrong—
because all human life was sacred. The
world, since that time, has listened to that
‘message, but it has not understood if, or
even tried to understand it. All of which
means that Jesus came before the world
‘was ready for him, and not, being ready, it
crucified him.

‘When I say “the world,” I do not mean
everybody in it. There were some people
who did understand what Jesus taught, and
who tried to live by those teachings.

~ ,To-day, on the other side of the world, in
far-away India, a man is preaching as did
Jesus of Nazareth, “Love your enemies.”
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TLike Jesus, he goes out under the blue sky
and gathers the people around him,

Now India is a nation numbering more
than three hundred million souls, and the
people of India have decided that they
want the right to govern themselves as we
govern ourselves in this country, as they
governed themselves a great many years
ago. Usually when a people decide that
they want to be independent (as we call it)
they “go to war,”—that is, they gather
together armies and go out and kill one
another, forgetting what Jesus said, for-
getting that we are all brothers and that
God is our Father.

This man, who is leading the Indian
people,~“Saint” Gandhi, they call him,—
is giving, to his people the message of our
‘Christian leader, He, too, says, *“ He that
taketh the sword shall perish by the sword,”
and the people are responding in the most
-wonderful way. They have the utmost
faith in him, a faith that has led many to

lay down their lives for him and the move-
ment he is leading,

- You ask ‘me, “Why ?”
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Let me tell you. Gandhi says, “Do not
have anything to do with this alien govern-
ment and the people it sends here to rule
us; but do not hurt them, do not lift a hand
against them : just love them.” Now when
a man persists in loving you, in spite of all
you do to him, you can't keep on hating:
and misusing that man forever.

Mankind, it would seem, is beginning to-
realize that love is mighty, that love is
constructive, that it builds.

Gandhi says tohis people, “If you follow-
my way, you will be a free people”; and
when he speaks thus—this little man who
has to sit in a chair on a table when he-
speaks—people do follow him, It is said
that no one can argue with him, that it is.
difficult indeed to look into his brilliant
eyes. Do you know why this is? Because-
of the strength of his spirit. It is the-
spirit—the spirit of God Himself that

_blazes there, and his word is the same-
word of God that Jesus gave the world.

. Will the people of India hofd eut? Will
Gandhi succeed ? Is the world to learn
the lesson that war is murder, that Christ’s
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way is the better way, that love is the
“greatest thing in the world"?
Let us a,,ll watch India—and Gandhi!

BOSTON, BLANCHE WATSON
June 1928, IN “THE BEACON "

1



ENGLISH OPINION



INDIA'S SAINT

Indiais drifting into anarchy. Tounder-
stand what is now happening in India one
must first understand Mahatma Gandhi,
and then the state of the clay which he is
moulding. The saint or :Mahatma has
India at his feets the intelligentsia differs
from him in private, rarely in public:
property differs from him and trembles;
the Government, any Government, differs
from him (because he goes to the root of all
(Government), and thinks it best to—wait.

The last time I saw him he was sitting
cross-legged on a mattress on the floor,
eating a dish of rice, and surrounded by a
semi-circle of squatting disciples. All he
wore was his small white convict cap and
a pair of coarse white trousers. “Why
have you not brought .Mrs. Wedgwood ?”
said he. On the whole, I was glad I had
not, for I know few things more unpleasant
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than being perched up on a chair, in boots,
when all around are silent strangers on
the floor,

Gandhi specializes in giving up, in
reducing his wants; -his recreation is
fasting, and making his disciples fast. He
looks, so physically frail and weak and
small that one could carry him as one does-
a,child, and he makes one feel like that
towards him. He i as serious as any child,
and as pure; All this has captured India.

"One does not feel it blasphemous to com-
pare him with Christ ; and Christ, too, one
suspects, gave infinite trouble to reasonable-
and respectable followers. For Gandhi is
a philosophic anarchist—a new edition of
Tolsioy, without Tolstoy’s past, and a Tol-
stoy who has long since subdued Nature
and shrunk into simplicity. . ‘

- He tells me that when- first he came to
London he.took lessons in‘dancing and
elocution- to fit himself for the polite
world. But he is a Jain, peculiarly averse
to taking life, and, while still a child, he
had already found the efficacy of non-
resistance ; he now'.came upod Ruskin's
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“Unto this Last,” and the dancing lessons
ceaseds A loathing of civilization. es-
pecially Western civilization, grew up. He
read Tolstoy’s “The Kingdom of Heaven is
within. You,” and it fitted in. In South
Africa, in the early years of the century
‘he was still nominally a lawyer, but the
‘practice died out, and instead the gaols of
the Transvaal and Natal began to be full
of his disciples. The last cure for oppres-
sion by Government is to be completely
indifferent to whatever Government may
do. Non-recognition of law, non-co-opera-
tion with the State which is the embodi-
ment of civilization, was born in South
Africa. Itis a terrible weapon, but it can
be used only by those who are prepared to
lose all. That is a condition which is just
beginning to be understood by Indian
Nationalists, and they are beginning to
shy. It does not deflect the Mahatma.
Three times he was gaoled; once he was
left for dead, murdered by his own followers
for imagined treachery. -

In South Africa, too, he wrote his first
book, “Indian Home Rule,” and sketched
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the same scheme. - If you would destroy
English' rule, you must go to the root—
cease to use the schools and law courts,
refuse to plead, go to gaol gladly. “The
Western .civilization has corrupted you.
Cast it out—by non-co-operation.” But he
is not so much interested in destroying
‘Western rule as *Western civilization,
Western wants,” and the parasitic work of
~towns. Such cotton clothes ashe has are
hand-spun, hand-woven, and hand-made.
His food (when not fasting) is too simple
1o create fear of gaol fare. (Only, he does
‘use a high-powered motor and the railway
train—third class—and the Philistines jeer!)
All this shows why he has such a hold on
India, the land of resignation, and also
‘why the fear of him grows too. He takes
the students away from the colleges with-
‘out asking the parents’ leave, saying, “Fol-
Jow me.” Education may be a universal
need, but educationalists are a Western
product,and they squirm, Pundit Malaviya
will even fight for his child, the Benares
“University. Parliaments and Councils are
"the' machinery of Western government.



INDIA’'S SAINT - 169

“Do not join them!” and the Indian politi-
<cians, exasperated by Punjab Martial Law,
.give up them, too, and hand the Councils
.over to the Moderates, They do not likeit,
but they obey, I fear he tolerates Demo-
cracy as little as Autocracy on account of
their last two syllables. Only he cannot
get the lawyers to leave their practices or
officials to leave their posts. Only—
-Gandhi himself is not mighty enough to
destroy Western civilization, even by
‘precept and practice, or by his hold on the
masses—masses crying, “Mahatma Gandhi
ki jai"—“to Gandhi the victory,” though
that victory lead them they know not
where. Gandhi alone is not enough to
drive India to anarchy. There are his
allies, the Moslem fanatics; and there is
the Government, which, for fear of prestige,
«dare not apologize,

The Saint’s allies are not of his own sort.
Shaukat Ali is his stable companion, and
Bhaukat Ali, once a cricketeer and now a
fanatic, stands seven feet high and five feet
broad, ina great green cloak and a high,
white astrachan cap, Shaukat Ali is a
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likable, big,” bluff, hearty man, when you

.meet him; but his ideas of the virtues of
passive resistance are hardly skin deep.

He works up the Moslem “ Ulemas” and
“Peers,” and procures “fetwas,” and gets

the whole of religious fanaticism boiling,

‘He calls the mixed crowd “brothers,” but

the only brothers he recognizes are-
brothers in the faith. The Sultan of
Rampur (his native State) has taken from

him his family, his goods, and home. He-
has lost all except his sixteenth-century
faith, “Tell the Government that I am:
too fat to run,” he says to those who-
warn him of imminent arrest.

- A revision of the Sévres Treaty will
ha.rdly appease Shaukat Ali, For him the-
British are kafirs for whom there is no-
place in India. And the strength of the
non-co-operation movement is among the-
Moslems. It is the Moslem colleges that.
“the students have deserted or captured.
It .is the Moslem seats on the Council
that find no electors or candidates, It is-
the recalcitrant Moslems who feel the-
first and full weight of the social boycott.
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The Hindoos, writhing under memories of
Martial Law, understand neither the man
nor the cause, and are a little nervous of
the whirlwind; vwhile Shaukat and his
brother, Mahomed, would even stop cow-
killing to cement the alliance and remove
the rule of those who have trampled on the
Khalifa and on the people of God.

The clay in the hands of these men is.
India.

JOSIAH WEDGWOOD
IN “ THE NATION ", LONDON
(Reprinted in “ Unity").
May 1921,



THE NON-CO-OPERATION
MOVEMENT.*

India is achieving Indian independence
in an Indian way. The cardinal fact of
Indian public life at present is the policy of
non-co-operation with the British Govern-
‘ment. And the vital fact to grasp is that
the leader, M: K. Gandhi, the dreamer, the
super-ascetic, surveys the whole of Western
civilization with a superbly contemptuous
indifference. If British power be ended in
India, it is not only the power that will go.
It will also be the culture, the administra-
tive policy, the sanitation and hygiene, the
art, science and letters of the West, which
for good and for evil, will depart with it.
(Gandhism is not merely anti-British; it is
apti-civilization, except .such civilization

*Note.—This was one of three articles which
appeared in the NATION (New York) December
1921. One was written by an American, this one is
by an Euglish authority, and the third, written by
Lajpat Rai appears in the group, entltled ‘Indian
Opinion ",
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as has been evolved by India herself. And
Indian civilization is a thing apart ; a thing-
"in many ways beautiful ; but isolation is
its bedrock.

In the increasing interdependence of the-
world of to-day such an attitude is danger--
ous. All dividing gulfs are bad, no matter-
what gorgeous and pre-historic scenery they
offer to the eye jaded by the more common-
place beauties of river and plain. Upon a.
culture based on separateness glorying in
indifference, happy in isolation, averse to-
contact, India's great leader is rearing a.
political structure consolidating and con--
firming the whole of India’s tacit repudia--
tion of the rest of the world. Such an.
attitude arises from, and is sustained by, a
burning sense of injustice. Recently this-
has been focussed in India’s anger at Great
Britain's failure to redress her wrongs-
during the 1919 Reign of Terror in the-
Punjab (of which the massacre at Amritsar
was only one feature) and her perturba-
tions over the position of the Cahphate of
Islam.

On the latter questlon it must be remem-
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bered that there are 70,000,000 Moslems in
India, who are profoundly disturbed by the
spectacle of a Turkey defeated by the
Allies, her prostration to the dust having
been accomplished largely by the aid of
Indian troops in the recent war. And
the Sultan of Turkey is their Caliph, their
supreme spiritual head ! A pledge given
by Premier Lloyd George during the war’s
-course, that the Allies were not fighting
to deprive Turkey of her' “renowned
‘homelands,” has been torn to verbal
tattérs between pro-Turk - Indians and
‘Britons (a very - influential group in
English public life has -always had strong
-pro-Turk affinities) and anti-Turk Britons
with Entente Allies of the type of Greece,
‘now at waragain with Turkey. Each side
interprets the ambiguous pledge in its own
favor. - Moreover, - at - the” conclusion ' of
the war anew difficulty arose over Meso-
‘potamia. That unblessed land was then
threatened, -and is now practically extin-
guished, by the Anglo-French-Dutch oil
-combine. But one influential Mohammedan
-delegation after another from India has put
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forward a religious theory, of which the
West was unt1l then unaware,  that it was
the dying injunction of the Great Prophet
that the vast “Jazirat-ul-Arab” (roughly
Arabia plus Mesopotamia) must always be
a religious sanctuary undefiled by the
domination of the unbeliever. The erection
of the Emir Feisal to the throne of Meso-
potamia, sharply followed by the news that
the British Government is to hold 50 per
cent, of the Turkish Petroleum Company, of
which the Royal Dutch-Shell and the
French Government are each to hold 25 per
cent is no disguise of the real situation to
shrewd Indian eyes. The oil barons of
Mesopotamia will not be rulers compatible
with the deeply held religious views based
on that injunction of Mohammed : so that
contentment can hardly be expected:
Unfortunately British good-will, which:
abounds, is only too often overpowered by
the highly concentra,ted few—the finan~'
ciers who ass1st Greece, the oil barons, and
the international - bankers. Meantime,
while King George's Government isslow to
act upon the plain fact that because Great
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Britain has more Moslem subjects than
any other. Power, she has therefore more-
duties to Islam, Mr. Gandhi is gathering in
their loyalty. A Hindu himself, his sym--
pathy with the humiliated religious feelings
of his Moslem compatriots is rapidly
weaning them into an alliance away from:
that former inter-religious hate which was.
one of the secrets of the power of the West
over India. India kad divided; therefore:
another could rule over her. An interunion.
- of the two mighty forces of Hinduism and
Islam will be so colossal an event that,
whether Gandhi achieves or not the inde-
pendence of India, its formation will assure
him a magnificent place among the makers.
of India. Moreover, each philosophy of life,
Hindu and Moslem, will tend to break
down the walled-off exclusiveness of the
other. Mohammedanism also has never
been so rooted. in anti-universalism and
separatism as Hinduism has ever been.
The * Brothers”"—Mohammed and Shaukat,
Alit—are the popular : leaders of the

1 Recently sentenced by the British to two years”
imprisonment for sedition.
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Moslem section. Impulsive, voluble, impe-
tuous, roughly sincere, they are strange
comrades for the implacably gentle Hindu
dreamer. of . Tolstoian dreams. Gandhi
interposes between them and the tradi-
tional sword of Islam his bloodless weapon
of non-co-operation with the British ad-
ministration, whose full adoption never-
theless can but lead to hideous bloodshed.

Within even the camp of his great
organization, the Indian National Congress,
Gandhi has his divisions and difficulties.
The Maharashtra camp—the former follow-
ers of the late B. G. Tilak—is inclined to
repudiate Gandhi’s policy of boycotting
the new legislative bodies of India'and to
seek election thereto. Many of them
think that the powers conferred on the
new Councils are extensive enough to
make a trial from within justifiable. They
would follow & policy of sharp, progressive
~give and take—responsive co-operation
" wherever Government met them, Parnellite
obstruction wherever it proved adaman-
tine. This indeed was the policy at first

adopted by the Indian National Congress
12
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~upon the passage 'of the last Government
of India Act. It was dramatically
‘reversed at a Congress of ayear ago owing
to the failure of Britain to satisfy Indian
demands for redress after the Punjab
Reign of Terror and for the revision of the
-terms of the ‘Treaty of Sévres with
Turkey—reinforced, no doubt, by the
tragically -inopportune ‘death of B. G.
‘Tilak at the one instant where his life
and talents  were supremely " noeded
by his country. The Maharashtra party
are willing enough to follow Gandhi
in his boycott and -bonfires of foreign
‘textiles and also in his liquor prohibition-
st views. They are unfavourable, how-
ever, to his over-frequent proclamation of
‘personal and private views upon religious
dietary and family questions. Their own
pet piece of reaction is reversion to the
use of an ancient’ calendar -based- upon '
calculations more néarly related to Hindu
‘mythology than to the facts of the solar
system—a calendar which’ amiably lags a
‘month behind the rest.of the world within
«every three-years. The Moderate Party
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in India have, of course, swept the polls
and swamped the new Councils, owing to
the voluntary abstention of the non-co-
opertaionists. Some of their leaders have
done fairly well. . o

In India itself the new Viceroy,
Viscount Reading, has abandoned the old
policy of celestial inaccessibility and meets
everyone in friendly conference, from Mr.
Gandhi downwards. Indeed, he almost
gives an impression of dancing a risky pas
seul on hot bricks among eggs not long to
be unbroken, The repeal of repressive
press laws is in the air, Prison reforms
are foreshadowed. A general modification
of the old wood and iron despotism is
‘going on at a more rapid pace than ever
before. Liberalism is the avowed fashion.
But is it genuine ? For while Amritsar is
unatoned for, while Islamic India is pre-
turbed to its fanatical depths, while
Indians are helots in many quarters of the
British Ewmpire there can be no real
conciliation. Hence, abandonment of the
non-co-operation movement, with all its
nobility, all its self-sacrifice (one Bengali
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barrister, C. R. Das, has given up a legal
_practice worth £30,000 a year), all its
passive heroism, all its divine folly, all its
saintly and incorruptible leadership, and
also with all its nascent dangers to a
world in need of unification—that is utterly
improbable.

HELENA NORMANTON
IN “THE NATION ™

December 1921,



GANDHI: AN INDIAN SAINT

A PERSONAL STUDY

We will grow strong by calmness and modera-
tion; we will grow strong by the violence ‘and
injustice of our adversaries~Abraham Lincoln.

When a man is described by Rabindra-
nath Tagore as “the greatest of living
men,” and by the governor of a province of
the British empire as “a dangerous and
misguided saint” it is worth while study-
ing his personality even if his policy does
not interest us. And this is how the
Indian leader, M. K. Gandhi has been
spoken of ~Gandhi is undoubtedly a
remarkable man, remarkable in the fact
that he differs so greatly in policy and
public life from all those who guide the
nations, Statesmen and politicians are
seldom guided by thie motives which compel
Gandhi to action, He has said of himself?
- % Most religious men I have met are
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politicians in disguise; I, however, who
wear the guise of a politician, am at heart
a religious man.”

This is the secret of Gandhi's over-

whelming influence: in India: It is not
because he stands for a definite policy in
regard to the British' Raj, but because he
is a saint, a man of austere and ascetic life
who follows Truth at” whatever cost to
himself. Not even his worst enemy has
ever doubted : Gandhi’s sincerity. His
friends know him te be so sternin his-
loyalty to a principle once accepted that
even friendship cannot divert him from a
course which he regards as right. . -

1 first met him-in South  Africa. early in:
1914 just after he had: been released from
prison for leading, the Indian community
in his Movement of Passive Resistance

gamsf the government. I remember my
first glimpse of - him as, surrounded by
other Indians, he stood on the wharf upon
the arrlval of the steamer in which I had
come from India, He: ‘was dressed: in
ggmple homespun, had no,hatv on his head
and was barefoot.  He is not.striking -in
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appearance though on closer acquaintance
with him it is impossible not to be struck
with the singular sweetness of his expres-
sion, As I sawhim working for the coolies
on the sugar plantations and greeting them
often by name, I was forcibly reminded of
Saint Francis of Assisi. Whenever he
travelled he went by the third class which
is usually patronized by the Kaffirs, and he
always preferred to walk except when time
made it advisable for him to drive.

As an example of his unswerving allegi-
ance to a principle of action I recollect his
attitude before the commission which had
been appointed by the government of South
Africa to inquire into the grievances of the
Indian community in that colony. It was
to give Gandhi and other leaders an oppor-
tunity of giving evidence before this com-
mission that they had been released from
jail. But the Indian community had not
been consulted in the matter of the per-
sonnel of this commission and Gandhi con-
sequently refused to give evidence and
persuaded all Indians who followed him to
refuse likewise. He persisted in his
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refusal, although- the: Honorable Mr.
Gokhale, a man for whom he had the very
greatest reverence, was almost daily cab-
ling to him. from India urging him to
reconsider his decision, as his refusal was
being construed as a virtual confession of
the weakness of the Indian point of view.
But he regarded the appointment of such a
commission, without consultation with the
Indian community whose interests were at
stake, as a direct blow at the self-respect
of India. Sothe turned a deaf ear to the
urgent plea of one whom he reverenced
and esteemed. He was tight though he
may not have been diplomatic. Gandhi
never is diplomatic. He always lays all
his cards on the table and his opponent is
often unable to believe that he has nothing
ulterior in his motives, Open diplomacy
has always been Gandhi's strength,
:Another characteristic is his chivalry to
an opponent. Just when he was to start
the Passive Resistance campaign again
early in 1914 as a protest against the
appointment of a commission ' without
“adequate Indian representation, & strike
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broke out among the white workers on the
Rand. Gandhi immediately announced’
that his Passive Resistance would be’
indefinitely postponed until the govern-
ment was no longer embarrassed by this
strike: This chivalry proved to be a stroke-
of diplomacy for it won the admiration of
General Smuts and of many who would’
not otherwise have sympathized with his
political ideals, But it was not intended
.as a diplomatic move.

Mr. Gandhi originally had a lucra.twe
legal practice in Johannesburg bringing
him in over $15,000 a year. This he gave
up when the call of his country came to
him with impelling force. He gave all the
money that he had to the founding of a
settlement at Pheenix, near Durban,
modelled on Tolstoian lines of simplicity
and service. He himself felt that a life of
poverty would give him the freedom
necessary for his work for his country-
men, - ‘

I visited him at this settlement where:
every member of the community does
some service for the whole. Gandhi him+"
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self: was exceptional. only in that he did
far, more when he was there than any
other individual member: It was at-
Pheenix that his characteristic unselfish-:
ness, of conduct was most evident. Often
did. I protest against the way in which
Mr. Gandhi in the midst of great public,
responsibilities spent his valuable hours in..
menial tasks which could so easily have-
been . carried ~out by less prominent
members of hlS community,

.When the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale was a
guest at Pheenix he had the same expe-
rience and he often told humorously of the-
heartless tyranny of his host who insisted
upon doing the most menial tasks, inclu-
ding that of a sweeper, for his guests.
To such protests he would reply that as
regards a piece of work which had to be
done and got through with, there was no-
highness or lowness about it—if a piece of"
work was thought to be too dirty for him.
(Gandhi), it should be regarded as too dirty .
and low even for a poor sweeper, who was
just as much a human being as he him~
self;
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It is this readiness to make the same
sacrifices which he asks of those who-
follow him which gives him his extraordi-
nary moral authority. Asarecentinterest-
ing writer on India has said of him:

'Mr, Gandhi has always been prepared to accept.
and has always actually accepted for himself the
direct logical outcome of his principles, whatever
hardship and breach of social convention it may
involve. This, combined with his utter sincerity,.
the austere simplicity of his life and his readiness
to serve the people at all costs and sacrifice,
explains his unparalleled hold over his -country-
men. No trick or posing can give such 1nﬂuence»

to any leader,

Mr. Gandhi is a strict vegetarian and,
when I first met him he was taking only one-
meal a day which consisted of fruit, nuts,,
olive oil and whole meal bread often baked
with his own hands at' the settlement.
Even when he went to Pretoria’to inter-
view the heads of the government he wore-
the plain homespun garments which he-
always wears, believing, as he does, in a
revival of hand weaving in protest against.
the present industrial system. As he sat
at his meal in a large store in Durban, he-
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would ask the coolies who had come to see
‘him and to consult with him about their
troubles, to sit beside him so that he could
-give them more time for talk. And in all
his dealings with the simple uncultured.
people he showed the same courtesy and
patience. He was always accessible to
‘the poor and unfortunate, and even when
affairs of the utmost importance weighed
upon him he would give them some of his
time, ‘ ‘ - ' ,

" Mention has been made of his settle-
ment being started on Tolstoian principles
-and it should be stated that Gandhi has
always had the greatest admiration for the
teachings of that great western prophet.
From him he adopted the term Passive
Resistance, and the spirit of much of his
‘public work shows the influence of Tolstoi.
But there is no doubt that the doctrine of
‘non-resistance which he preaches also has
its foundation in the teachings of his own
Teligion, a religion which tedches * Ahimsa”
.or aversion to slaughter and violence. - He.
was born 'a Jain and the Jains will not
-destroy. any. life, even that of the-most
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insignificant animal. Like strict Buddhists
they will not eat animal food.

He has, where possible, co-operated with
the British government as is shown by the-
fact that he has been decorated several
times with war medals for his services in
the Zulu War, the Boer War and the War-
against Germany in connection with
ambulance work, But lately he has lost
faith in the promises of British statesmen,
and even in the justice of the British peo-
ple. In an open letter addressed “To
Every Englishman in India” occur the
following words, which explain his present
position: .

In my humble opinion, no Indian has co-operated
_with the British government more than I have
for an unbroken period of twenty-nine years of
public life in the face of circumstances that might

well have turned any other man into a rebel, I

ask you to believe me when I tell you that

my co-operation was not based on the fear of
punishments provided by your laws or any other
selfish motives, It was free and voluntary co-
- operation based on the belief that the sum total
of the activity of the British government was for
the benefit of India, I put my life in peril four-
times for the sake of the Empire. Idid all this-



190 GAN DHI—-—-NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

in the full belief that ‘acts such a8 mine must
gain . for my country an equal status in the
Empire. So lateaslast December(1919) I pleaded
for a trustful co-operation. I fully believed that
Mr. Lloyd George would redeem the promise
to the Mussulmans and that the revelations
of the official atrocities in the Punjab would
secure full reparations for]the Punjabis. But
the treachery of Mr. Lloyd George and iis
appreciation by you, and the condonation of the
Punjab atrocities have completely shattered my
faith in the good intentions of the government
and the nation which i8 supporting it.

He goes on to explain the meaning

of his non-co-operationpolicy :
I am engaged in evoking bravery of soul. Non-

co-operation means nothing less than training
in self-sacrifice. Why should we co-operate with
you when we know that by your administration of
this great country we are being daily enslaved in
.an increasing degree ? - This response of the people
to my appeal is not due to my personality. You
‘are in search of a remedy to suppress the rising
ebullition of national feeling. I venture to
.suggest to you that the only way is to remove
the causes: You have yet the power. You can
repent of the wrongs done to. Indians. You can
compel Mr. Lloyd George to.redeem his promises:
“The other solution, namely, repression, is open to
you, ‘I'prophesy that it will fail,
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In a recent number of his paper, Young
“India, dated March 30th, 1921, he writes as
follows :

The problem before us, therefore, is one of oppos-
ing our will to that of the government, in other
- words, to withdraw our co-operation from it. If
we are united in purpose, the government must
-obey our will or retire. It is.the disturbing
-factors of which the government avails itself for
the consolidation of its power.-When we are violent,
-it resorts to terrorism; when we are disunited, it
resorts to bribery ; when we are united, it resorts
4o cajolery and conciliation; when we are
-clamant, it puts temptations in the way of those
who ory out the most. All, therefore, we need
-do is to remasin non-violent, united, and unres-
ponsive ta bnbery and cajolery,

Lot us not waste our resources in tbmkmg of

~ 'too many national problems and their solutions.
A patient, who tries many nostrums at a time,
.dies. A physician, who experiments on his
patient with a combination of remedies, loses bis
“reputation and passes for a quack. Chastity in
+ work is as essential as chastity in life. All
-dissipation is bad: We have hitherto all pulled

. our own way, and thus wasted away national
strength in a most extravagant manney, To
boycott forexgn cloth within a yoar isa practmal

* {easibility. To bring iato being 8 WOrking or-
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ganization for the Congress is an easy thing for
‘honest workers. Drink and untouchability must
vanish. The education movement is steadily
going forward. The national institutions that
have sprung up will, if they are efficiently man-
aged make headway and attract students who are
still hesitating, Boycott of the law courts by the-
public is making fair progress, These things do
not now require concentration of universal
effort. o
My strong advice to every worker is to segre~
gate this evil government by strict non-co-oper-
_-ation, not even to talk or speak about it but.
having recognized the evil, to cease to pay
.homage to it by co-operation.
Gandhi has been able to unite the people

of India as they have never been united
before, not only because of his unfaltering
loyalty toa moral ideal and his austere and
ascetic personal life, but because the British
government has itself by repeated acts fed.
fuel to the fires of national aspiration.

~ Confronting the most powerful empire in
existence stands this one man who cares:
nothing for his own personal safety, who is.
uncompromising and fearless in the appli~
‘cation of principles which he has once
‘accepted, and who scorns any longer to re-~
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ceive or beg for favors from a government
which he regards as having “ forfeited all
title to confidence, respect or support.” He
believes in conquering hate by love, in the
triumph of right over might, and all the
effort of his public life is directed towards
persuading the masses in India of the truth
of this ideal.

| W. W. PEARSON
IN “THE NEW REPUBLIC”
July 1921,

13



'THE SPINNING WHEEL us.
- THE FACTORY

A LETTER TO GANDHI

[On February 15, 1922, Mahatma Gandhi bad
addréssed a letter to Sir Daniel Hamilton from
Bardoli on the Spinning Wheel. We reproduce
below Sir Daniel’s reply.] .

WARREN HILL,
LOUGHTON, ESSEX,
March 8th, 1922,

Dear Mr. Gandhi:

1 am indebted to our mutual friend, Mr.
Hodge, for your' letter of 15th February,
which has just reached me, and which I
am very glad to receive. - As, however, I
am just recovering from a serious opera-
tion, and am still confined to my room, I
hope you will be good enough to excuse
me, if I do not reply at any length to your
letter by to-day’s mail. I shall hope to do
‘so later,
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Meantime, with reference to your re-
~marks regarding the charkha, I may say
from my own personal knowledge of Indian
rural life, that'given a fair chance, with
the help of modern finance, not only the
spinning wheel but the hand loom can
compete successfully with steam power,
the reason being that the four months’
labor which is now largely wasted in the
agricultural off-season costs nothing. No
yarn or cloth can be cheaper than that
which costs only the price - of the raw
material,

I quite agree with your opinion regard-
ing the evils of the huge factory system.
The value of an industry should be gauged
less by the dividends it pays to sleeping
shareholders than by its effect on the
bodies, souls and spirits of the people
employed in it. Cloth is dear which saves
a few annas to the buyer, whileit cheapens
the lives of the men, women and children
who live in the Bombay chawls.

What I want to see grow up in India,
and I think it is what you want also, is a
Swaraj whose power will be measured in
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terms of healthy life rather than in terms
of unhealthy money, Three hundred and
twenty millions of people who were masters
of the money power, instead of its servants,
would be the greatest nation on earth.
This Swaraj can be reached in a few years
and the way to it lies through expanding
fields of rice and wheat, not through the
Sahara of revolution, But finance is a big
subject which .I cannot tackle to-day,
though I may do so shortly.

Meantime, I hope you will not be too
hard on the Government. I myself have
criticized Government about as severely
as any one, and I hope to do so again, for
I strongly disapprove of this doubling of
the salt tax, and increased postage; but
after all is said and done, it is the Gov-
ernment which has welded India into one,
and made it, possible to be one nation, I
should like to think of you not as the des-
troying angel of the old regime, but as the
Master Builder of the new. I have noaxe
to grind, and if I can help in any way
to build the New Indla, it Wlll be my
delight to do so.
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With kindest regards, I am,
Yours sincerely,
D. M. HAMILTON.
June 1922,
(From the “ Unity " Reprinted from
“ Young India.”)



INDIAN OPINION



INDIA’S RIGHT

. “Let India be unfit, but let India be
tuled by Indians according to Indian ideals.
It is her right to claim it.”

B.G. HORNIMAN.



TO INDIA

O young through all thy immemorial
| years! . ‘ -
Rise, Mother, tise, regenerate from thy
gloom,
And, like a bride high-mated with the
spheres,
Beget new glories from thine ageless
- womb!
‘The nations that in fettered darkness weep
Crave thee to lead them where great
mornings break . . . .
Mother, O Mother, wherefore dost thou
sleep ?
Arise and answer for thy children’s sake !
Thy Future calls thee with a manifold
sound .
To crescent honours, splendours, victories:
vast ;
‘Waken, O ‘slumbering Mother, and be
crowned,
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Who once wert empress of the sovereign
Past:

SAROJINI NAIDU.
THE GOLDEN THRESHOLD.
(By courtesy of John Lane Co. New
York.)



WHAT INDIA' WANTS

THE sentence of six years’ imprisonment
passed by the British Government in
India on Mahatma Gandhi marks a
turning point in the grim struggle in
which the people of India have been en-
gaged for the last three years. The
incarceration of Gandhi is the crowning
episode in a policy of ruthless and unparal-
leled repression by which some thousands
-of the foremost citizens of the country:
including the President of the Indian
National Congress, several ex-Presidents
and other veteran and widely respected
national leaders, had already been put into
Jail.

~ The action taken against Gandhi, how-
.ever, affords the measure of the success of
his movement against the British Govern-
‘ment : it is the measure of the futile and
ferocious desperation. of British Imperia-
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lists against the protagonists of Indian
Nationalism. The point to note is that
Gandhi in captivity is infinitely more
powerful than Gandbi at large; that
India’s real struggle for national deliver-
ance is not ended but only beginning with
the Mahatma'’s imprisonment. The issue
may be said now to have been fairly joined.
Nothing is more certain than that a great
deal more will be heard of Gandhi in the
immediate future than was the case in
the recent past, considerable as has been
that publicity. India, indeed, seems des-
tined to occupy the centre’ of the world’s
stage at no distant date.

ELEMENTS OF THE SITUATION

It may not therefore be without interest
to examine the elements of the Indian
situation, and trace the genesis of the
crisis—the acutest and most formidable
since the abortive rising of 1857—that
holds India in its grip at the present hour.

Mahatma Gandhi launched his “non-
violent, non-co-operation” movement to
secure three definite things, viz: (1) the
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righting of the Punjab wrongs; (2)the
fulfilment of the British pledges to Mos-
lems, and (3) the attainment' of Swara]
{self-rule). "~ |

It is upon this triple foundatlon that the
‘national movement to-day rests, Gandhi’s
programme having been accepted by the
Indian National Congress and endorsed by
the nation at large. - Each one of the three
items mentioned above is, from the view-
point of India, fundamental, admitting of
no compromise. + That is a fact which, it
would seem, has at last begun to dawn
-even upon the British Government, if one
may judge from the circumstances attend-
‘ing the recent r681gnat10n of Edwin
Samuel Montagu, the’ Secretary of State
for India.

© Reading between the lines of the dis-
patch of the Government of India, for
publishing .- which Mr. Montagu was
“sacked”, it' becomes abundantly clear
that the- British Government's attempts
40 whittle down. the Indian demands or
alternatively, to break down the Hindu-
Moslem solidarity which : sustains them,
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have failed. Overwhelming corporative
‘testimony on this point is also forthcoming
from the successive and signal failures of
the visits of the Duke of Connaught and
the Prince of Wales. These royal visitors
were sent to India, one after the other, in
a frantic but vain effort to create a diver-
sion and thus secure a compromise,
The Duke returned to England with the
doleful tale that *the shadow of Amritsar
has lengthened over the fair face of India.”
The visit of the Prince, just concluded, hag
'proved even a more dismal failure. There
1is not the slightest doubt that the Prince
was sent to India to be an instrument of
-reconciliation, a mouthpiece for “conces-
sions.””  What India was looking for, how-
ever, were deeds not words: for “specific
;performances” and not more promises.
Deeds apparently were not forthcoming,
‘The Prince was boycotted even more
wvigorously than the Duke. Inthe event
His Royal Highness has left India without
even making one of those conventional,
«picturesque pronouncements belauding a
Afictitious “loyalty " that . British imperial-
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ism loves to put in the' mouth of its
royalty.

- “LET US FORGIVE AND FORGET”

'The Duke of Connaught had - made an
earnest plea in terms of the old formula,
“Let us forgive and forget.” India, for
her part, was willing to do both—but only
on a basis of reparations and guarantees ;-
reparation for the grievous wrongs that
have been inflicted on her and guarantees.
against their repetition in the future. The-
British Government so far has manifested.
no practical - determination to furnish
either the reparations or the guarantees.
The ancient mania to buttress up a “pres--
tige” that has long since been non--
. eXistent, and the ineradicable propensity
to bluff, have continued to animate its
policy. The “change of heart” on which
Gandhi insisted as the first condition of
any negotiations ‘with the Government
has not materialized. - The result is that
the deadlock continues. - -

- ‘What India wants, then, is summed up-
in the three items of the ‘non-co-operation.
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programme, They constitute theirreduci-
ble minimum of the national demand, and
for a proper understanding of the Indian
situation it is essential that the true
inwardness and full bearings of each one
of the three articles be adequately compre-
hended.

THE PUNJAB WRONG

First, there is the question of rignung
the Punjab wrong, as it is called. The
public memory is a proverbially short one,
and it may be that in the minds of the
outside world “ Amritsar” has become a
remote echo like Denshawi or Putumayo-
or—Belgium, In India, however, it is
still a blazing memory, because, for all
practical purposes, that unparalleled essay-
in “frightfullness” has been condoned by
the Government and Parliament of Great
Britain. ' ‘

In this circumstance lies the key to the
Indian situation: the non-co-operation
movement came, and has throughout been
sustained, by the nation’s firm and unal-
terable determination not to have anything:

14 '
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to do with a Government, and a system of
government, which in the first place, were
capable of permitting and prolonging a
reign of terror such as desolated the Pun-
jabin the Spring of 1919, and which, in
the next place, after the whole of the
horrible facts had been sifted and the
responsibility for them clearly brought
home to the individuals concerned, have
omitted to punish the guilty and vindicate
the principles of civilized Government.
. One example should suffice of the manner
in which the Imperial Government of
Great Britain has discharged its duty to
the people of India and to the civilized
world. - Brig. Gen. Dyer was the hero of
the crowning episode of the reign of terror
—a massacre, in cold blood of about 2,000
unarmed men, women and children at
Amritsar. '
When the news of the massacre was
finally allowed to reach England eight
months after it had taken place (a com-
mentary on the methods of censorship
employed by the British Government in
India})it -naturally created a tremendous
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Tevulsion of feeling on the part of all
decent-minded Englishmen - and English;
women, Their sentiment .was thus
summed up by a leading organ of British
liberalism:

“ General Dyer must be recalled and:
dealt with in such a way that themassacre’
.of Amritsar shall be solemnly repudiated:
by the Imperial Government. If he isnot
condemned by the nation, the nation itself
will be condemned by the civilized world.”

[The Westminster Gazette]. -

WHAT WAS THE SEQUEL?

To this' I may add that in the view of
Mr. Upjohn K., the greatest constitu-
tional lawyer of Great Britain, whose
professional opinion was ‘taken by the.
Indian National Congress, General Dyer
should have been indicted for murder.
But what, in fact, was the sequel? He
‘was retired from his Indian appointment
-on half pay—a pecuniary deficit which
was handsomely made up for by hisfriends
and admirers raising by public subscrip-
tion and presenting to him, on his - return,
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to England, a purse of over £30,000.
Moreover, the name of General Dyer
continues to grace the British Army List.
In the debates in the Houses of Parlia-
ment, 131. members of the House of
Commons and 129 members of the House of
Lords publicly ranged themselves on the
side of General Dyer. He had become a
hero and a martyr! -

And the Governmental attitude toward
this officer was typical of the treatment
accorded to other authors and agents
of the Punjab terrorism. Sir Michel
O’Dwyer, the real author and instigator of
the so-called martial law regime, the direct
superior of Dyer, who telegraphed him on
being informed of the slaughter at
Jallianwalla, “ Your action correct, Lieu~
tenant Governor approves,” got a hand-
some testimonial from the Secretary of
State for. his services to the Empire and
continues to draw' his pension from the
Indian revenues. Lord Chelmsford, the
Viceroy, who throughout backed up and
connived ‘at the doings of O’Dwyer, was
never impeached or even recalled, as
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had been demanded by the Indian Na-
tional Congress.

The less notorious culprits—all British
officers and officials—who had been re-
sponsible for such atrocities as public
floggings, making the. Indians crawl on
the public high road, bombing villagers
from airplanes, erection of public gallows,
indiscriminate whipping of school-boysnot
for any specific offences, but “as an exam-
ple” were all also allowed to go more or
less scot-free. Pious censure was con-
veyed to some, condign punishment accor-
ded to none.

Now, perhaps, my readers will realize
why the Indian people had no option
but to resort to the policy of mnon-co-
operation to vindicate the first princi-
ples of civilized existence. All talk of
“ constitutional reforms” (since boasted
all over the world by British apo-
logists and propagandists) naturally came
to be looked upon in India as a mockery
and an insult while the British Govern-
ment continued by implication to-trample
upon the primary rights of citizenship
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and to persist in upholding terrorism as
the symbol and sanction of its rule. Is it
-any wonder that India insists upon the
-righting of the Punjab wrongs as a neces-
:sary preliminary to the restoration of any
relations with the British Government ?

THE MOSLEM QUESTION

Not less edifying, from the constitu-
‘tional point of view as well as that of
international morality, are the facts of
‘the Moslem impasse in India which
-came to the fore with such dramatic
suddenness the other day by the resigna-
tion of Mr., Montagu, the Secretary of
“State for India in Lloyd George's' Cabinet.
-On this question, it would appear, igno-
-Tance and’ misunderstanding are incredi-
‘bly widespread. The bogey of Pan-
Jslamism and hymns of hate against the
“Turk are made to do duty for any intelli-
‘gent understanding or rational discussion
‘of the issues involved, Yet the facts are
-simple and historical, and the cause of
‘peace meither in India nor the Near East
i likely to be advanced unless those facts
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are squarely faced. The British Govern-
ment tried its best to evade or ignore the
facts ever since the armistice, but when
Curzon and Montagu clashed over the
publication of Lord Reading’s significant
dispatch a few days ago the cat was out of
the bag.

The fulfilment of the British pledges to
Moslems, as we have seen, is one of the
three unalterable planks of the Indian non-
co-operation movement. What are those
pledges? What, to begin with, has India
got to do with Turkey ? The answer is.
that there are 75,000,000 of Moslems in
India who, like the rest of the Islamic:
world, acknowledge the Sultan of Turkey
as their Caliph, The Caliph of Islam is.
gomething more than the Pope of the
Roman Catholics. The Caliph is not only
the Defender of the Faith, but the Warden
of the Holy Places of Islam. According to
Moslem law the Caliph must be an inde-
pendent temporal sovereign to enable him
to discharge his functions as such. The
institution of the Caliphate has been co
existent with Islam—anunbroken tradition
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of nearly 1,400 years. Ifis essential to the
continued existence of Islam as a spiritual
unit., The brotherhood of Islam, as is well
known, transcends all national, racial and
territorial bdundaries, and the Caliphate
is the pivot of the Moslem commonwealth.
To expect a Mohammedan to acquiesce in
the disruption of the Caliphate is like
expecting a Catholic to consent fo the
extinction of the Papacy.

QUESTION OF ALLEGIANCE =

'Now there has been no question atany
time during the period of British rule in
India that the extraterritorial allegiance of
the Indian Moslems tothe Sultan of Turkey
ag their Caliph was a perfectly legitimate,
justifiable and, indeed, inevitable fact.
When war was declared between - England
and Turkey the. British Government in
India, on behalf of the Imperial Govern-
ment, as also the Governments of France
and Russia, promptly issued a proclamation
assuring the Mohammedans of India that
“no question of a religious character was
involved in the war,” and disclaiming any
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British designs on the holy ‘places of
Islam.,

If it were not that Indian Moslems
-accepted the word of England, pledging
her own honor and that of her allies, it
1is inconceivable that hundreds of thou-
sands of Moslems would have rallied, as
they did, to the cause of the Allies. Tens
of thousands of them laid down their lives,
fighting even against their own co-reli-
.gionists. Subsequently, as the strife
.developed and it became necessary to have
further Indian reinforcements for the
depleted allied ranks, Mr. Lloyd George
felt that it was desirable to give further
:assurances to Moslems and Indians. On
Jan. 5, 1918, claiming to speak in the name
of the whole Empire, the British Prime
Minister made the following unambiguous
.and remarkable pronouncement :

“ Nor are we fighting to deprive Turkey
-of its capital or of the rich and renowned
lands of Asia Minor and Thrace, which are
predominantly Turkish in race.”

This solemn and categorical declaration
also served its purpose, Finally came the
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armistice with' Turkey, and it is important
to recall that it was signed on the basis of
Pre31dent Wilson’s Twelfth Point (one of
his famous Fourteen Points as set forth in
his message to Congress, dated Jan 8,1918),.
which is as follows :

~ “That the Turkish portions of the
present Ottoman Empire should be assured
of secure’ soverelgnty, but the other
natlonahtles now under Turkish rule
should be assured security of life and
autonomous development.” =
~“Now, how have these promises and
pledges' been redeemed ? In the Treaty
of Sevres;  presented to the Turkish
plenlpotentlarles on May 11, 1920, every
single prlnmple contamed in the decla-
rations " cited above ' has been palpably
violated and betrayed, The treaty aimed
not only at the utter ‘dismemberment of
the Ottoman Empire, but also, quite un-
mistakably, by Article 139, at the de-
struction of ‘the’ Caliphate. England not
only gave- therself' a mandate in one
shape or another for the Holy Jand of
Islam—-embracmg the : shnnes of Mecca,
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Medina, Jerusalem, Najaf, Kerbela,
‘Samarra, Kazimain and Bagdad—thus
violating the indefeasible religious ob-
‘ligation of Islam that those regions must
be independent of any form of direct or
indirect non-Moslem control, but also, at
the other end, sought to aggrandise Greece
at the expense of Turkey.

Under cover of the allied occupation,
Great Britain grabbed Constantinople and
‘has been holding it ever since, while the
“rich and renowned lands ofAsia Minor
and Thrace,” which, according to Mr.
Lloyd George, were “predominantly
Turkish in race,” in 1918, were sought to
be transferred, in whole or in part, to
Greece. The Moslems of India have made
‘it perfectly clear to the British Government
by means of successive deputations and
‘otherwise that unless it redeems its pledges
to them—on the strength of which tens of
thousands of Moslems were lured to their
death—and abandons its intrigues against
and encroachments upon the Caliphate,

‘they must renounce all allegiance to the
British connection.
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The Hindus of India, headed by
Mahatma Gandhi, recognizing the Moslem
.claims to be just are standing by them toa
man, They feel that the Caliphate ques-
tion is not merely a religious question of
.exclusive importance to Moslems, but an
Indian national question, inasmuch as
it involves the rights of conscience and
the well-being of 75,000,000 of the citizens
~of India. Moreover, there is the further
point: If the solemn pledges of the Prime
Minister of England are no better than “a
scrap of paper,” what can be the basis
of co-operation between England and
India? India, then, wants the redemption
of the pledges made by Great Britain
during the war—and that means the
scrapping of the whole of that Near
Eastern policy upon which Curzon and
Lloyd George have been embarked smce
the armistice.

SWARAJ

And now we come to the third and
most important item of the non-co-opera-
tion programme, viz., the attainment of
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“Swaraj,” That is what India wants and

needs above everything else. * Swaraj’”
means, literally, self-rule. India is sick

unto death of British rule, which has

proved rapacious and inept, It has

pauperized, exploited and demoralized the-
people. It rests on a foundation of milita- .
ry force, pure and simple. How the
British Government discharges its trust to

the people of India may be judged from

the manner of its disposal of their national
revenues, In the year 1918-19 out of a

total expenditure of £127,000,000 it appro-

priated £45,500,000 for its army, allotting
£4,000,000 for education and only £500,000
for sanitation! Again, in the year

If 1919-20, -out of a total expenditure of
£144,000,000 it appropriated £57,500,000 for
its army, generously allowing £4,500,000 for-
education for a population of 315,000 000

and £750,000 for sanitation.

Last year, again, nearly two-thirds of
the national revenues went for the main--
tenance of the Army of Occupation, and
in the financial statement for the cur-
rent year Lord Rawlinson, the British
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Commander-in- Ohlef is- amazed at his.
.own moderation in asking for only 52
per cent. of the total natlonal revenues
of the country for his benificent estab-
lishment, whose main function is to hold
‘the people down. . It is obvious that a rule
.of such a character—a sheer betrayal of
the nation—neither can nor deserves to
endure indefinitely. The people of India,
of all shades of opinions and of all.de-
‘nominations, are determined that it
shall go. The proposed methods to bring
about its termination vary between the

“non-violent non-co-operation” of Mahatma
~-Gandhi and the bomb and revolver of the
revolutionaries, It should be remembered
‘that the country has been disarmed.

In the same way the precise form that
Tndian independence shall take can only
be settled when India is free to self-
.determine her destiny,

FEDERAL REPUBLIC

: Only a freely elected national conven-
tion can settle "that question authori-
tatively. At the -present moment the
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general sentiment, I believe, is for sep-
aration from England, although the In-
dian National Congress has not committed
itself beyond affirming the principle of
Swaraj. Important sections among Mos-
lems and Sikhs, as well as, of course,
among the Hindus, have openly declared
themselves for separation. The revolu-
tionary group, with many silent auxilia-
ries, is for a federal Republic of the United
States of India, while the Moderates—a
small minority, which, however, embraces
-a goodly section of the capitalist class
—have pinned their faith to the Dominion
form of government. Gandhi himself has
so far kept an open mind on the subject.
He declared in 1920: '

“What I say is that it is derogatory
to national dignity to think of the per-
manence of the British connection at
any cost. We are laboring under a
grievous wrong, which it is the personal
duty of every Indian to get redressed.
"This British Government not only refuses
to redress the wrong, but it refuses to
ackwnowledge its mistakes, and so long ag
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it retains its attitude it is not possible
for us to say all that we want to be or all
that we want, to get, retaining the British
connection. * * * ‘If the British con-
nection is for the advancement of India,
we do not want to destroy it. But if it is
inconsistent with our national self-respect,
then it is our bounden duty to destroy it.””
And only a few days before his arrest.
he said: |
" “Nothing short of a full Dominion
status is likely to satisfy me personally,
and nothing short of complete severance
will satisfy me if the Caliphate and the
‘Punjab wrongs remain unredressed, but
the exact form "does’ not depend upon
me. I have no clear- cut scheme. Tt has.
to be evolved by the people 8 representa-
fives,”
' One thing is perfectly certain: India,
with a population “comprising one-fifth
of the human race, cannot eternally re-
main the “adjunct ”—in Wells’s phrase
—of a little island 7,000 miles away from
her shores. ‘Neither any natural nor any
economi¢ ties bind her to the British
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Empire, and she can only form part of
that system if it can be proved that
such an arrangement would be of
definite advantage to her. The onus of
proof lies on Britain. On the other
hand, there is every reason in the world
why India should work out her own
destiny, unfettered and uncoerced, and
make her own contribution, as in the
past, to the culture and civilisation of
the world. Not only India, but the world
is the poorer for her present compulsory
emasculation and disorganization, The
British have fixed a stranglehold on her
creative genius and national growth.
India must be free.

SYUD HOSSAIN
NEw YORK TIMES

April 9, 1922,
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GANDHI AND NON-CO-OPERATION

Gandhi’s simplicity, openness, frankness,
and directness confound the modern politi-
cian, parliamentarian, and publicist. They
suspect him of some deep design. He fears
no one and frightens .no one. He
recognizes no conventions except such as
are absolutely necessary not to remove
him from the society of men and women.
‘He recognizes no masters and no gurus
(spiritual preceptors). He claimsne chelas
(disciples) though he has many. He has
and pretends to no supernatural powers,
though credulous people believe that he is
endowed with them. He owns no property,
keeps no bank accounts, makes no invest-
ments, yet makes no fuss about asking for
anything he needs. Such of his country-
men as have drunk deep from the fountains
of European history and European politics
.and who have déeveloped a deep love for
,European manners -and European culture
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neither understand nor like him. In their
eyes he is a barbarian, a visionary, anda
dreamer, He has probably something of
all these qualities, Because he isnearest ta
the verities of life and can look at things
with plain eyes without the glasses of
civilization and sophistry.

Some say he is a nihilist; others that he
is an anarchist ; others again that he is a
Tolstoian. He is none of these things.
He is a plain Indian patriot who believes
in God,  religion, and the Scriptures. He
believes even in caste, not the present-day
sub-divisions and sub-sections of it, but the
four original castes of the ancient Aryans,
He does not believe in the superiority or
domination of one caste over another, but
he believes in their different occupations
according to their inherited ability, He is
so orthodox as to believe that caste is
heritable. Far from being an anarchist
he believes in discipline, organization, and
authority. His cult is not one of negation
as some say, but of positive discipline
made up of self-denial and self-assertion.
He does . not believe] in the inherent.
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superiority of the white race or in its God-
given mission of ruling other. people by.
making tools of them. He does not hate
the European civilization, but he abhors.
the industrial system upon which the
civilization of Europe rests and the double-
mindedness which. characterizes European,
politicians, ' The doctrine of non-co-opera-
tion which he preaches and practises is not
a negation, It is the withdrawal of that
help which the Indian people have volun-
tarily been giving the English which has
made it possible for them to rule India.
and exploit her for their own ends. '

- The non-co-operation programme consists:
of: (a) Rejection of all government titles,
honors, and honorary offices, (b) abstention,
from drink, (c) withdrawal of all boys and
girls from'a system of education whickh
has. reconciled the best of Indians to
slavery under foreign domination without
feeling the sting of it, and which has made
of them parasites sucking the blood of the
classes that produce and work, (d)
establishment of such schools and colleges
as will 'give% secondary place to the study
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of English and other European literature,
reserving the first for the spoken languages
of India and for manual  training,. {e)
boycott of English forms of “justice”, their
courts and their lawyers, (f) boycott of
foreign cloth and the rehabilitation of
Swadeshi (i.e., Indian made) cloth,* (g)
‘withdrawal of Indians from the service of
the British Government and from service
in the British army and the British police,
(k) non-payment of taxes.

This is a provisinnal programme which is

* It is an historical fact thatbefore the establish-
ment of British rule in India and for some time
-after it epinning and weaving was a universal oceu-
pation in India, An English traveller of those daysh
has observed that half of the population was engaged
in it. India is an agricultural country where one can
raise only seasonal crops. The agriculturist has a
.good deal of leisure which under British rule he
has heen simply wasting. Formerly he used to
-employ it in spinning and weaving. Under British
rule he idles it away, causing immense economic
toss to the country. Foreign cloth and yarn are our
principal impott  In 1913-14 we imported foreign
cloth and yarn of the value of about Rs. 600,000,000
(6200.000,000). Lately its value went up to about
Rs. 900,000,000 ($300.000,000). . This is more than
one-fourth of our total imports.
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by no'means exhaustive and .which is not
‘to be put into practice all atonce. Gandhi
and. his associates have been working on
this programme for only twelve months
and the success they have achieved is
marvellous. It is true that not many peo-
ple have given up their titles or honorary
offices. It isalco true that only a small
proportion of lawyers have given up their
practice. As regards withdrawal of students,
the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Univ