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EDITOR’'S PREFACE

N 1910, when I was asked by the Cambridge University

Press to suggest a suitable sub-division of the Indian
"Empire into natural geographical units for treatment in
separate volumes, I was embarrassed by the fact that the
Province of Bengal, as it had been known for many years
before 1gos, was then restricted, for administrative con-
_venience, to the western three-quarters of the old province,
the eastern districts having been lumped with Assam to
form the Licut.-Governorship of Eastern Bengal and -
Assam. To find an author who could give, in true per-
spective and as the result of personal intimacy, an outline
sketch of two such dissimilar units as old Bengal and
Assam seemed to be impossible; and thus it was decided,
" in spite of the obvious disadvantages, especially in nomen-
clature, to cut off Assam, which differed so greatly from
the rest of the new province of Eastern Bengal, leaving
to the ingenuity of the author the problem of designing
for the residual area a geographical name that was
sufficiently expressive without clashing with the new
official nomenclature.

Faithfulness, however, to the principles of classification
on physical and ethnographical grounds brought its own
reward; for, before Mr O'Malley’s manuscript got into
type, a re-shuffling of boundary lines in 1912 resulted
in the obliteration of the artificial partition that was
set up in 1905: Assam became again a separate ad-
ministration under a Chief Commissioner; Fastern and
Western Bengal were reunited as a Governorship, while

a3



vi EDITOR'S PREFACE

the districts, still further west, in Bihar and Orissa, formed
a new province under a Lieut.-Governor.

In many respects the Gangetic portion of Bibar might
be conveniently grouped with Bengal, while the divisions
of Chota Nagpur and Orissa differ in certain features
both from Bengal and, in other respects, from one another,
being still imperfectly connected with natural lines of
communication, 4

One hopes now that, for the sake of administrative
stability, no further changes in the boundary lines will
be made before this edition is out of print. Accordingly, -
in spite of overlapping interests—the perpetual enemy of
all forms of natural classification—it is decided to treat
together in one volume the newly constituted province of
Bengal, the closely related districts in Bihar, and the two
less advanced divisions of Chota Nagpur and Orissa.
This decision was mainly influenced by the fortunate
discovery of an author who was personally acquainted
with both provinces, with a recent, precise and evenly
distributed stock of information gained as Census officer
and editor of the new district gazetteers.

The success of Mr Thurston’s sketch of the Madras
Presidency and associated States justifies Mr O’Malley’s
adoption of the same model for this second volume of the
provincial series.  But it is through chance, not artificially
designed symmetry, that the next area taken up after
Madras follows the order in which British influence has
spread in India.

T. H. H.
February 1916.
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The Panjab, North-West Frontier. Province, and
Kashmir. By Sir James Douig, MAA, K.CSI  With
150 illustrations and z maps. 6s net.

An Atlas of Commercial Geography. Compiled by
FAwcCETT ALLEN, Assistant Map-Curator o the Royal Geographical
Society. Containing 48 coloured maps, an Introduction by D. A.
Jongs, Assistant Librarian to the Royal Geographical Society, and
an Index. Demy 4to. 3s 6d net.

A Short History of the Expansion of the British Empire,
1500-—1911. By W,H,WoobpwaRrb, formerly Professor of Education .
in the University of Liverpool. With 10 maps. Crown 8vo. 4s.

“Thoroughly to be recommended.”—Athenaum

An Outline History of the British Empire from 1500 to1911.
By the same Author. With 6 maps. Extra fcap 8vo. 1s 6d net.

“This book is concise, correct, and well balanced, and gives in
moderate compass all the information that the ordinary school-
boy or training college student may be expected to assimilate and
remember of the subject.”’—Guardian

History of England for Use in Schools. By ARTHUR
D. Innes, M.A,, formerly Scholar of Oriel College, Oxford. Con-
taining an additional chapter, The Twentieth Century. With x3maps
and 8 plans. Crown 8vo. 4s ¢d. Also in three separate parts,
2s each (Part I, to 1509 a.D.; Part I, r509—1714; Part III,
1689-—1901). .

A separate part is also issued covering the period ‘From the
Wars of the Roses to the Death of Elizabeth” (1399-~1603). Price 2s.

Cambridge University Press
Fetter Lane, London: C. F. Clay, Manager
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IN PREPARATION
THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF INDIA

In six volumes, royal 8vo, of between 500 and 600 pages
each. With maps (inserted in the text), and abun-
dantly illustrated. Bound in Buckram. Price 15s net
per volume,

THE EARLY HINDU PERIOD,
under the editorship of Professor E. J. Rapsox, M.A

ilol I. Ancient India, from the earliest historical times to
about the beginning of the Christian era.

Vol. II. Medieval India, from about the begmmng of the
Christian era to the Muhammadan conquests in the 11th
century A.D.

THE MUHAMMADAN PERIOD,
under the editorship of Lieut.-Cot. T. W. Harg, C.M.G.

Vol. IIT.  Turks and Afghans, from the end of the roth century
A.D. to the conquest of Northern India by Babar, A.D.1525.

Vol. IV.  The Mughal Empire, from A.D. 1525 to 1757.

BRITISH INDIA,
under the editorship of Sir THEODORE MorisoN, K.C.LE.

Vol. V. The Honourable East India Company.
Vol. VI. India under the Crown.

Terms to subscribers

The subscription price for the whole work will be [3 125
nat; payable in six instalments of 12s net each, one instalment
becoming due on publication of each of the yolumes.

Cambridge University Press .
Fetter Lane, London: C. F. Clay, Manager
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