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PREFACE 

MOTHER India is usually regarded by us, her 

Western-educated sons, as an invalid; and it is 

considered to be a point of patriotism with the 

great majority of us to try to restore her to health 

by the assiduous application of various foreign 

remedies. The fact that notwith ... taning such 

application her condition has been deteriorating, 

instead of improving, during the last half century 

set me sometime ago to watch and observe her 

closely. The results of thi.s observation are:-

First. That I have not noticed anything seri­

ously wrong with her. 

Secondly. That it is true, as I have just said 

she has latterly been getting worse, and 

been exhibiting symptoms of an alarming 

character. This is, no doubt, due, in part, 

to the operation of a complication of causes. 

But, I firmly believe, that it is also, in part, 

attributable to the injudicious application 

of unsuitable remedies. 
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But for these, mother India, would, I expect, 

be still as hale and hearty a dame as any might 

be expected to be at her age and the circum­

stances in which she is placed. She has, no 

doubt, long since passed the bloom, alterness 

and activity of her youth, but with them also the 

numerous snares and pitfalls to which youth is 

subject; a~d the best proof of her vitality and 

recuperative capacity is the fact, that she has 

successfully withstood the ravages of time for 

untold centuries. She does not make such a 

brave show as several of her proud and power­

ful young sisters of the West. Nevertheless, in 

all her native simplicity she appears to me to 

be radiant with an ethereal beauty, and a calm, 

healthy, benignant expression which it would 

take the latter· long to attain, if, indeed, they 

live long enough to attain it at all. 

This is my humble answer to one of the 

charges which some of my Neo-lndian brethren 

who have the patience to go through this book 

will probably bring against me-the charge of 

pessimism. I am certainly pessimistic about the 

outlandish remedies our Mother is plied with ; 
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and the purpose· of this work is to expose their 

injurious tendencies. But I am pessimistic about 

the remedies, because I am optimistic about the 

condition of the patient, because I am fully con­

vinced that they are not suited to her constitu­

ti'on, and that they are aggravating rather than 

alleviating the insalutary effects of unavoidable 

causes of an adverse character, and are, on the 

whole, doing her more harm than good. Treated 

as an invalid, she is gradually becoming one, and 

losing confidence in her own recuperative power. 

She undonbtedly has her ailments. But for them 

such drastic treatment in accordance with the 

methods and principles of an immature civiliza­

tion as is resorted to by my Neo-Indian friends 

is quite uncalled for and is decidedly harmful. 

From the conversations I have had with 

friends in regard to the views expressed in this 

work, I mar anticipate another criticism of an 

adverse character-that I am destructive and 

have but little to offer by way of construction. 

On this point I have to observe:-

First. In reality, it is my Neo-Indian 

compatriots who have been destructive. 
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Consciously or unconsciously, with the best 

of motives, no doubt, they have been doing 

their utmost to demolish an old structure 

with a safe and strong foundation which 

has hitherto afforded as happy a home as 

any nation may reasonably aspire to have, 

and to raise a new structure after the '\Vest· 

ern pattern. I have in this work endea­

voured to show how very insecure the 

foundation of this new structure is, and 

how very illus;ory is the prospect of its 

affording a nappier home than the one we 

are deserting. Thus, in one sense, the 

tendency of this work is destructive, but 

destructive of what I conceive to be an un· 

substantial, though imposing "castle in 

the air" on the erection of which a good 

deal of energy is being wasted. In another 

sense, it is preservative, for in trying to 

pull down this newly started structure, I 

am indirectly seeking to preserve the old 

one. 

Seconrlly. I confess I have nothing new to 

construct. Throughout this work there• are 
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abundant hints which show .my predilec­

tion for our modest old home. lt certainly 

needs repairs; and I propose in a future 

work to state my ideas of the lines on 

which the reforms should be carried on. 

RANCHI, INDIA,} 

April, 1916. 
P. N. BOSE. 
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THE ILLUSIONS OF NEW INDIA 

INTRODUCTION 

~ EW India is the product of the various 

If-.\ forces of Western Civilization, which 

have been in continuous operation in this 

country for nearly four generations. If 

they had been of a temporary. character, 

the dream of the poet, that the East would 

•• bow low before the blast," let the "legions 

thunder past", and then "plunge in thought" 

again might have been realised. But the "blast" 

has proved not to be a casual visitation, and the 

"legions" have but little consideration for the 

introspective proclivity of the East and are not in 

a hurry to "thunder past." A century, however. 
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is not a very long time in the life of a nation, 

and the prediction of the poet-Seer may yet be 

fulfilled. But, for the present, the persistence and 

the annually accelerated intensity of the forces of 

Western Civilization have created a new India, as 

they have created a new Japan, and are creating 

a new China.. And new India regards the me­

thods and ide:ils of that civilization to be so 

superior to those of Hindu civilization as to 

render their propagation to be, on the whole at 

least, a boon and a blessing, and eagerly pursues 

the path of Western Civilization as the right path 

of progress and reform. 

This is the great Illusion of new India. The 

causes for it are not very far to seek. In the first 

place, new India consists of people who have 

been educated on Western lines-Neo-Indians 

as they may be conveniently called. Macaulay 

had the foresight to predict that. English education 

would train up a "class of persons, Indian in blood 

and colour, but English in tastes, in opinions, 

in morals, and in intellect." That is exactly what 

has happened. The Western-educated Indian 

can hardly be said to have a mind of his own. It 
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is more or less a shadow, a reflection of the West­

ern mind. I find this passage in a work on Indian 

economics, by a distinguished Indian author, a 

work the popularity of which may be gauged by 

the fact of its having run through two editions in 

four years:-" The rise to a higher standard of 

life without which no advance in civilization is 

possible has begun in India." 

This is only an echo of the prevailing Western 

view, that we are just emerging from a lower to a 

higher state of civilization under Western tute­

lage. The Western-educated Indian does not 

pause to ponder whether this "rise" adds to our 

social efficiency, whether it does not rather dimi­

nish it-materially by attenuating to the vanish­

ing point our meagre margin between sufficiency 

and privation, and morally by inordinately en­

hancing the stringency of. the struggle for animal 

existence, and thereby leading to the scramble 

of indi-vidual against individual and of class 

against class and the consequent diminution 

of that spirit of benevolence and of social 

service which has so long cemented our society 

together, and to various other ethical obliquities. 
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It cannot be gainsaid, that a rise to a higher 

standard of living is the necessary concomitant 

of advance in civilization. Such a rise took 

place in the case of the Hindus as they advanced 

in civilization some two thousand years ago, and 

until recently they kept to the standard of de­

cency, comfort ·and luxury which they then 

attained. The so called "rise" which is now 

taking place under the influence of a highly 

materialistic culture like the modern is only an 

exchange of the indigenous standard of decency, 

cleanliness, comfort, and luxury for an exotic one. 

The exchange, instead of benefiting our com­

nmnity, is, on the whole, doing endless mischief. 

For instance, in a climate where the minimum of 

clothing consistent with the indigenous idea of 

·decency, is conducive to health and comfort, the 

swathing of the body in a multiplicity of cumber­

some apparel· from head to foot in accordance 

with the Western idea of decency, produces dis­

comfort, injures health, and drains the purse 

without any equivalent advantage. 

The bias of education, formed at the most im­

pressionable time of ~ife, is always very strong 
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and very difficult to remove.. It has made 

the typical Neo-Indian more or less an auto­

maton, moving, acting, and talking much as 

the Occidental would make him do. He hesi­

tates to take ~ingle step for which there is no 

precedent in the West. He attempts nothing 

which is not likely to meet with Western appro­

bation, and nothing passes with him which has 

not the "hall-mark" of Western approval. He 

merely echoes the views and shibboleths of the 

Westerner and does it with all the zeal of a neo­

phyte. The Occidental-naturally enough from 

his view-point-regards the sparsely clad Indian 

of simple habits living in the style of his fore­

fathers as but little removed from a barbaric con­

dition. His Indian disciple, as we have just seen, 

forthwith pleads vehemently for a "rise in the 

standard of living" after the Western fashion 

as essential for the emergence of his compatriots 

from such condition, forces up the demand 

for drapery and all the tawdry paraphernalia 

of Western Civilization hundredfold, and thus 

adds fresh links to the ever-lengthening chain of 

India's industrial slavery and swells the volume 
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of an exhausting economical drain. The Euro­

pean accustomed to a different state of society, 

and but little acquainted with ours, views, 

as a rule, the restricted freedom of higher class 

Hindu females, the comparative seclusion in 

which they live at1d their untiring whole· 

hearted, selfsacrificing devotion to household 

duties as little better than a state of drudgery 

and bondage, and, unable to reconcile illiteracy 

with enlightenment, regards them as i~mersed in 

darkness. New India at once rings with the cry 

of the" degraded condition of our wom'lnhood" 

from end to end; the unregenerate males of old 

India are reprobated by a hundred tongues' and 

castigated by a thousand pens for perverse· 

ly keeping their women in a condition of slavery 

wallowing in the slough of ignorance. That 

there is room for reform in Hindu society as 

there is in every other society goes without say~ 

ing. But the Neo·lndtan reformer knows no way 

·of reform except that of Western Civilization; and 

burning with zeal he loudly proclaims the gospel 

of female emancipation on Western lines, and 

girds up to lift up the benighted females by 
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making the mrace with the males along the paths 

of University education and Western Civilization 

little reflecting upon the goal to which they are 

likely to lead and to which they are already 

leading in the West. The Upanishads were for 

a long time sealed books to the Neo~Indian. But 

when ·a Western philosopher ( Schopenhauer) 

declared emphatically, that "in the whole world 

there is no study so beneficial and so elevating 

as that of the Upanishads," and that "it had 

been the solace of his life, and would be 

the solace of his death," he began to see 

that there might really be something in them 

and to pay them some sort of lip~homage. Ved­

antism, the most scientific religion which civi­

lized man has risen to as yet, has for good many 

centuries been, and still is the dominant creed of 

the enlightened in old India ; but new India 

knew but little of it until it secured the adherence 

of l\1ax !\iuller, Deussen, and other European 

savants. Even now, the great majority of the 

Neo-lndians, like the great majority of the 

Westerners, look upon Vedantism and similar 

products of ancient Hindu culture much as they 
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look upon Museum specimens of palreontological 

and archreological curiosities. The Caste·System 

is generally regarded by the Westerner as a 

·~monstrous engine of pride, dissension, and 

shame," and the Neo-Indian, following his lead 

anathematizes it and exclaims from house-tops: 

" Our character: is being unhinged, our divisions 

and dissensions are being sharpened, our acti­

vities for public good are being weakened, our 

very national existence is being threatened by 

this demon of caste, which has made, and 

is making cowards of us." Sour milk which has 

for ages been an indispensable article of the 

dietary of old India was interdicted in Neo-lndian 

gastronomy until Metchnikoff certified to its 

manifold virtues. Deep breathing which has, for 

untold generations, been a well recognised means 

of Hindu self-culture is now attracting the 

attention of the Neo-lndian, because it has been 

commended by some Western scientists. The 

new school of indigenous painting which has 

arisen in Bengal could not have m.2de the 

headway it has were not its cause championed 

by a few appreciative Europeans. 
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It should be observed, that new India is no 

longer characterised by that attitude of ag­

gressive hostility which it assumed towards old 

India in the early years of English education. It 

was not enough for the first generation of 

English-educated youths, at least in Bengal, tC> 

show their liberation from Hindu superstition by 

taking beef and drinking spirituous liquors, but 

&orne of them went so far as to purposely offend 

their orthodox neighbours by throwing Qeefbones 

into their houses. Happily, new India is now 

generally free from this pugnacious spirit, and 

there has of late been considerable abatement of 

the drink evil among the Neo-Indians. Recipro­

cal action between new India and old India has 

been gradually increasing. But in this in­

teraction, new India is decidedly the more 

articulate, if not the stronger factor. There 

has recently grown in new India what is known 

as national consciousness. But the new idea of 

nationality is entirely \Vestern in as rr.uch as 

it rests solely upon politics. It is antagonistic 

to cosmopolitanism and has led to the perverse 

Western doctrine of the" State being superior 
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to every moral rule." It no doubt fosters 

patriotism. But patriotism is a virtue of lower 

order than cosmopolitanism. In fact, unless 

the interests of a nation are subordinated to 

those of humanity, it may degenerate into a vice. 

The Hindus have always been a nation, but not 

a ·nation in the narrow Western sense. Their 

idea of nationality was broad-based upon re­

ligion. It is the bond of religion, almost impal­

pable though it may often seem to be, which 

bas hitherto formed the chief nexus between 

the conge~ies of heterogeneous tribes, castes and 

sects which compose the Hindu nation. They 

have not been "patriotic" in the Western 

sense. They did not concern themselves much 

with the central Government so long as the 

Government was not oppressive, did not exceed 

lhe traditional limits of taxation, and did not 

interfere with their religious and socio-religious 

practices. Humane, just rulers like Akbar, though 

foreigners, were, nevertheless, highly popular, 

but they offered a most determined national 

opposition to Mahomedan rule during the reign 

<>f the bigoted Aurangzeb, who persecuted them, 
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reinforced the Jezia (a capitation tax on the 

Hindus), demolished their temples, forbade them 

to ride in palanquins without permission, and 

called upon them to pay heavier duties than the 

Mahomedans. And the opposition which these 

measures evoked shook the foundations of the 

Empire which had been built up by the enligh­

tened and tolerant policy of his predecessors. 

Old India did not care much about the central 

Government, because it enjoyed a measure of real 

self-government greater even than that of the most 

democratic governments of the West, in that it 

managed its own affairs social, educational, sani­

tary, industrial, legal, &c. "India for the Indians, 

is the vision of new India. But it is a vision of 

Westernised India to be realised on Western me­

thods, some of which have brought catastrophic 

consequences upon patriotic young men of a 

generous and selfless disposition. New India 

views with apathy and indifference the crumbling 

away of a homely but substantial structure of 

real democratic self-government, but is almost 

delirious with ecstatic joy when a few additional 

seats are vouchsafed on the Legislative Councils. 
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The late Swami Vivekananda, originally a 

Neo-lndian, became one Of the most eminent apos­

tles of old India. But, it appears that, even he 

could not shake off his pro-Western preposses­

sions. As a writer points out in the Modern 

Review, " he was never tired of emphasizing the 

fact, that our ·present condition is one of Tamas 

however much we may mistake it for Sattva. 

The West is in· the Rajasik stage, and we must 

pass through that stage, before we can attain the 

stable equilibrium of the Sattvik stage. That 

way alone salvation lies, the other is the way to 

death."* 

This is the Occidental view, and it is rather 

surprising, that Vivekananda, who might not 

unreasonably be expected to be well acquainted 

with the relation between the Indian and the 

Western Civilization, should have been so largely 

influenced by it. The Tamasa stage roughly corres­

ponds to the first stage of civilization as defined by 

me in my "Epochs of Civilization," as the Rajasa 

does to the second, and the Sattvik to the third. 

In every community, however civilized, there are 

• The Modern Review, November 1913, p. 442. 

' 
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people of these three stages, those belonging to 

the lowest being numerically preponderant. A 

nation may be said to have attained the third or 

Sattvik stage when the people of that stage, 

always the smallest class, influence the ideals 

and activities of those belonging to the other 

stages. Judged by this standard our forefathers 

reached the highest stage of civilization during 

the last epoch. As the attainment of the harmo­

nious and equipoised condition of that stage 

necessarily involves loss of mobility to a great 

extent, Hindu civilization has since then been 

exuberantly encrusted with thick parasitic out­

growths of ignorance and superstition, the pro­

ducts of stagnation. And there are many people 

who mistake the exterior encrustation for the 

interior real thing. The function of our great 

men has always been to remove the adventitious 

excrescences and expose the underlying genuine 

substance to the blurred vision of such misguid­

ed people. That there is still, and there will 

always be much "spade-work" to do in this way 

is unquestionable. But it would, nevertheless, be 

a travesty of history to say with the Western 
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writers that our civilization is extinct, and that we 

have lapsed into the Tamasa stage. Any one 

who has mixed with our people, especially away 

from large cities, would, I think, agree with me 

when I say, that they are still to a large extent 

pervaded by the Hindu ideals of self-abnegation 

and benevolence, and that there is still much less 

of animality in them than in the corresponding 

classes in the West. The number of criminals, 

especially of female criminals in proportion to 

the total population in India is much less than in 

the highly civilized countries of the West. I was 

touring in the Central Provinces during the great 

famine of 1898, and was greatly struck by the 

patient resignation with which they bore the dire 

calamity and the benevolent spirit in which they 

helped one another. There were no riots, no in­

crease in crimes to speak of. There is more pover­

ty here· than in the West, and more ignorance 

judged by the standard of literacy, but there 

is much less of squalor and brutality, much less 

of degradation and misery. Our community still 

produces men of the Sattvik type, though their 

number is much smaller than before, and they still 
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exert considerable influence upon the other 

classes. They rarely, if ever, appear in news­

paper; what they do is done in silence and sec­

recy. While touring in the Rewah State in the 

nineties of the last century, I was surprised to 

find that the Goods of an extensive tract in that 

state, who, like most other aboriginal tribes are 

generally addicted to intoxicating drinks, had 

given up drinking; and on inquiry, I found out the 

reason to be the fiat of a Yogi who had visited the 

state sometime before me. 
"His order had gone forth from village to village, and 

the Gonds without question had become total abstainers. No 
crusade against intemperance could .have produced such a 
wonderful and widespread result. There are no doubt char­
latans among the Yogis who live upon the credulity of ignor­
ant people. But there cannot be the shadow of a doubt, that 
there are also genuine men among them, men who devote 
their lives to spiritual culture in a manner inconceivable to 
the European."• 

The pro-Western bias of new India imbibed 

with Western education and fostered by the 

Western environment is further strengthened by 

the prestige, the power, and the apparent pros­

perity and success of Western Civilization. The 

• .A Historr of Hindv. Cit•ilizatio" wnder British Rule, 
VoL I. p. :r.li. 
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vision of new India is bedimmed by the glamour 

of the magnificent material and inventive achiev­

ments of the West. There is nothing which 

ordinary po::ople worship more than mundane 
/ 

power and prosperity whether in individuals or 

in communities, and the most puissant and appa­

rently prosperous nations of the present day be· 

long to the West. I have elsewhere tried to show 

that Western Civilization is still in the second 

stage, the stage of intellectual progress; that it 

has not yet attained the degree of ethical culture 

which is n~cessary to insure its stability; that 

the practical applications of Natural Science to 

Industry on such a gigantic scale which constitute 

its distinguishing feature have done more harm 

than good to humanity as a whole; and that the 

inventive achievements of the West are more a 

matter for condemnation than for commendation.* 

The Western nations are, however, under the 

illusion that their material developments are ad­

vancing them on the path of civilization and 

*Europe of Civilizati011, pp. 285 et seq. 
Essays and Lectures, pp. 231-272. 
The Root cause of the Great War, pp. 31-50. 
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are, on the whole at least, making for their own 

welfare as well as the welfare of hum!nity outsid~ 

the pale of Western Civilization. It is this illu­

sion which in the case of otherwise clear-sighte<l 

and level·headed men occludes the causal -con­

nexion which to us appears to subsist between 

the recent industrial and inventive miracles of 

the West and the ffi:),nifold evils of Wester.!\ 

Civilization that spring from its capitalism, mam• 

monism and militarism, evils which all right· 

thinking men so heartily denounce and deplore. 

This illusion is shared by all who are obsessed. 

by Western views, Neo·Indians among them. 

They heedlessly abandon their moorings in the 

ancient harbour which had been discovered b1 

their ancestors over two thousand years ago after 

breasting many a storm, and make frantic efforts 

to follow in the wake of the interpid, but as yet 

inexperienced mariners of the West in quest of 

the " Happy Isles." They do not reflect where 

those "Happy Isles" are, what they are like, and 

whether they are likely to be discovered or not. 

the more thoughtful among the Westerns them· 

selves being apprehensive of the not unlikely 
l 
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contingency of being "devoured by the waves" 

before that much coveted consummation.* There 

have been, and still are philosophically disposed 

men in the West who arpraise their civilization 

rightly. Rousseau went so far as to declare, 

that "if he were a chief of an African tribe 

be would erect on his frontier a gallows, on 

\Vhich he would hang without mercy the first 

European who should venture to pass into his 

territory, and the first native who should dare to 

pass out of it," and Rousseau lived long before 

the miraculous inventive, industrial and armamen­

tal developments of the present age. A thoughtful 

English writer speaking of the "gtip of the 

West" which has begun to close on China, 

says , that it "will more and more be felt in 

the general dissemination of ugliness, meanness, 

and insincerity throughout the empire." " In 

Japan, as in India and in China," says the 

same writer, "but in Japan in pre-eminent degree, 

• "Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world. 

n ~~y be that .. the gulfs ·;ill wash-~~ down: 
H may be we shall touch the Happy Isles," 

Tennyson, Ulysse11. 
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one is struck by the rout of resthetic taste before 

the Western invasion. In old Japan roughly 

f!Verything was beautiful; in modern Japan 

everything is hideous."* 

The great world-war which is now raging in 

Europe and Eastern Asia !hould serve to dis­

illusion new India. But whether it will really 

do so or not will depend upon how long it con­

tinues, and whether it will disillusion the Western 

world or not in regard to the real value of its 

culture. Alii I have said elsewhere, "the mate­

rialism of modern culture accounts for its being 

kept down at a level not very far removed from 

the barbaric. The inhumanities and barbarities 

perpetrated in connection with the war remind 

one of the savageries of the Huns and Vandals. 

What a sorry spectacle, that such a large portion 

of the best manhood of the great nations of 

Europe should be engaged either in ma'king 

munitions or in being trained to be ' food for 

powder,' that the colossal wealth derived frcm 

the exploitation and spoliation of countless 

• ('ivili.sationl of India, China and Japafl by G. Lowes 
Dickinson, p. 51 
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toilers all over the habitable globe should be so 

heedlessly and recklessiy shot away 1 What a 

sad waste of energy ! Such a consummation of 

culture is reminiscent rather of the stone age 

f.lhan of the most advanced stage of the latest 

epoch of civilization".* 

One has glimpses of the searching of the 

lteart and of spiritual awakening in the current 

Western war literature which may eventuate in 

the disillusionment of the West, and consequently 

of the Westernised East also. The following 

very sensible passages, for instance, occur in 

the Papers for War Time published by the 

Oxford University Press: 
"We point to the long history of Prussian aggressiveness, 

to the writings of Nietzsche, Treitsehke, and Bernhardi, to 
the violation of Belgian neutrality. But even if the beam 
is in Germany's eye, and only the mote in ours, we cannot 
deny that the mote at least is there. And is it only a mote? 
8ur history and our position have made us more commercial 
than military ; but in our industrial system we have let 
loose the spirit of grab and push, the oppression of the 
weak and the admiration of mere succeSII, as scarcely any 
other land has done. This is the spirit, which, in its milltary 
shape, seems to us the evil genius of Prussia."-Christianitg 
and War. 

''Current events are telling has 

• "The Root cause of the great 
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outrun its moral resources ......... We have come to a stage 
where mankind cannot even bold the ground it has gained 
without a large accession of moral and spiritual powers. 
The vaster issues of this time demand that the normal man 
shall be a more thoughtful and self-forgetful creature than 
he at present is. The ancient commandments of love to God 
and to our neighbour return upon us with extraordinary 
urgency of appeal to-day."-Active Service: T"M Share 
of the Non-combatant. " Two things menace peace, one 
externally, the other internally. They are militarism a.nd 
luxury. While our men go forth to fight the one, women 
at home must finally crush the other. Extravagance in dress 
and food has become as competitive as our armaments, and 
if the budget for armaments has been in the hands of men, 
women have been chiefly responsible for the budget for 
luxury."-The Women's Part. 

Whether the disillusionment will come or 

not is still a matter for speculation. In the 

meantime, the "terrible prestige" and apparent 

prosperity of Western Civilization hold enthralled 

the mind of new India. Just as fishes are 

attracted by the torchlight of the fisherman onl;y 

to be caught in his net and be killed sooner or 

later, so are numbers of Neo-lndians enticed by 

the glitter and glamour of Western Civilization 

to be entangled in the silken meshes of its 

t\nely lmit, widespread net and be ultimately 

strangled-strangled mentally,.physically, moral· 

ly and 'Piritually. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE ILLUSION 01!' IN'l'ELLECTUAL PROGRESS. 

The Neo-Indian is so fully convinced of the 

beneficence of the present system of Education 

on \Vestern lines, and is so enamoured with it, 

that he constantly urges its extension in the 

press and on the platform, for males as well as 

for females, for the upper as well as for the 

lower classes ; and recently he earnestly sought 

to make the primary education which is in vogue 

now compulsory. He measures the progress of 

any particular area, or of any particular section 

of the population by its progress in literacy on 

'Vestern methods. The Neo-Indian scholar 

considers himself so far above the learned of 

old India, that they evoke in him a complacent 

feeling of benignant patronage. if not of con­

temptuous indifference. A discussion at a 

meeting of the Senate of the Bombay University. 
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held in October. 1913, will inustrate the atti­

tude of new [ndia in this respect. The discussion 

arose out of the following letter from the 

Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Edu­

cation Department, to the Registrar of the 

University:-

"I am directed to state that &t the eonferenee of Oriental­
'sts held at Simla in July, 1911, there was a general 
consensus of opiniotl that it was necessary while making 
provision for Oriental study and research on modern critical 
lines, to maintain side by side with it the ancient and indi­
genous systems of instruction, since the world of studentship 
would, it was thought, suffer irreparable loss if the old type 
<Jf pandit and roau1avi were to die out, and that what was 

, needed to promote this indigenous system was encourage· 
ment rather than reform. With this object in view it has 
been suggested that a Sanskrit sehool might be established 
at Poona for the training of pandits. The school should be 
furnibhed with a good library to which the collection of 
manuscripts at the Deccan College might be transferred. The 
1>tudent~ at the proposed school would be partly pandits 
<t'ngaged in the acquisition or Oriental learning on the tradi­
tion~t.llines, and partly graduates interested either in Orient· 
41 research or in extending their knowledge of the more 
recondite branches of Oriental studies. The 11taff would 
contiist partly of the repositories of the aneient traditional 
it-arning and partly of modern Ori.:lnt.al scholars, Provision 
·•rould also be made for the imparting of an elementary 
knowledge of the English langWI.ge to the pandit students. 
.and or the German a ad Freneh languages, a knowledge of 
Yhieh is necessary for the study of modern method• o! 
.r:ri\icism." 
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In connection with this letter an elder11 

Fellow of the Bombay University, who is on 

the borderland between old and new Indift,. 

proposed:-

"Thi!t Government be informed that the University iff 
prepared to establish a branch of Oriental stltdies with suit­
able titles of distinction if arrangements are made for the 
teaching of this branch ofkr.owl&dge generally en tile Iines 
indicated in the Government letter." 

This proposal met with a storm of o-ppositio11 

which was led by a p.rominent representative of 

new India. So far as I can gather, his reasons 

for opposing it are-

First: The traditional mode of learning 

developed thP- faculty of .. cramming." 

Secondly: It was adverse to" liberal educa­

tion." 

"The old traditl.onallearning," said this gentleman, "would 
not stand the test of modern ideas. They should leav&. 
the pandits to take care of themselves. If Govern· 
ment desired to give them encourdgement let \hem do so, 
but the University should have nothing to do with them. H& 
did not want traditional learning at the expense of liberal 
.Wture." 

Aaother Neo-Indian gentleman in secondintt 

the amendment. said~ that 



ILLUSION OF INTELLECTUAL PROGRESS 2) 

''he was surprised that at that time of the day they should 
talk of the preservation of the pandits. Considering thtt 
harmful mode of their learning it was not advisable for the 
University to recognise them by instituting degrees. The 
University should not extend its recognition to any one who 
had not acquired an insight into what he called the p10dern 
outlook of life. The pandits' outlook of life was so narrow, 
and the traditional school of learning was so harmful and 
opposed to modern learning, that by encouraging it they 
would not be encouraging what was termed liberal education." 

Poor pandits I The fact that such men as 

Bhaskaracharya, Ramanuja, Ramananda, Madha­

vacharya, Chaitanya, Rammohan Raya, Isvara 

Chandra Vidyasagara, Bapudeva Sastri and 

Dayananda Sarasvati have come from their 

ranks in comparatively recent times-not to 

speak of the great sages and scientists 

who flourished during the heyday of our civili­

zation-should have afforded food for reflection 

to men who have any pretension to ''liberal" 

education. That there are serious defects in 

the irndigenous system of higher education 

woold be readily admitted by all who know 

a nytliling a bout it. But it is not so harmful, nor 

doei it compare so very unfavourably with the 

system of English education iR vogue among us, 

as to be undeserving of the small measure of 
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encouragement vouchsafed by Government. There 

is I think, no less of "cramming"-among us 

than among the pandits. They exercise their 

memory to be thorough, we do so merely to pass 

examinations. Thoroughness and profundity are 

writ large on the brow of the pandits, as super· 

fidality and s·hallowness on ours. Then, in 

regard to the matter "crammed," I am not sure 

that we can reasonably boast of superior discri­

minative capacity, when we remember that a 

good portion of our time has been consumed in 

committing to memory such things as the feats 

(with dates) of glorified assassins, murderers, 

freebooters, and swindlers. 

A tree is to be judged by ·its fruit; and 

I have grave doubts if the fruit of the exotic 

recently planted is so markedly superior to that 

of the indigenous plant that we can despise it 

and leave it to perish. The pandit is the embodi­

ment of a high cultural ideal which actuates 

but few of us. He is but little influenced by 

commercial considerations. He not only im­

parts education without any fee but also feeds 

his pupils ; and though "Brahmacharya" has 



ILLUSION OF INTELLECTUAL PROGRESS 27 

undergone considerable relaxation of late, the 

physical and mental discipline they are still 

su9jected to is far more wholesome than what is 

enforced in our English schools. 

Physically,' intellectually, and morally the 

average pandit does not compare at all unfa­

vourably with the average product of English 

education. I doubt if the pandits as a body are 

more narrow-minded and illiberal than such 

sticklers for" liberal culture" as the Neo-Indian 

scholars who have arraigned them. Lest I should 

be charged with bias in favour of the pandits, 

I shall cite the testimony of some Western 

scholars. 
''The Brahmans who compiled," says H. H. Wilson, "a code 

Hindu law, by command of Warren Hastings preface their 
performance by affirming the equal merit of every form of 
religious worship. Contrarities of belief, and diversities of 
religion, they say, are in fact part of the scheme of Provi­
dence; for as a painter gives beauty to a picture by a variety 
of colours, or as a gardener embellishes his garden with 
flowers of every hue, so God appointed to every tribe its own 
rt-ligion, that man might glorify him in diverse modes, all 
having the same end, and being equally acceptable in his 
sight. To the same effect it is stated by Dr. Mill in his 
rrt-face to the Khrista Sangita, or Sacred History of Christ, 
in Sanskrit verse, that he had witnessed the eager reception 
of the work: by devote«.>s from every part of India, even in the 
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temple of Kali, .near Calcutta, and that· it was read and 
chanted by th11m with a full knowledge of its anti-idolatrous 
tendency."• 

It would be difficult to find such catholicity 

and philosophic toleration iven now in many 

parts of the civilized West. 

Max Muller thus writes about the pandits :- · 

"During the last' twenty years, however, I have had some 
excellent opportunities of watching a number of native 
scholars under circumstances where it is not difficult to 
detect a man's true character, I mean in literary work and, 
more particularly, in literary controversy. I have watched 
them carrying on such controversies both among themselves 
and with certain European scholars, and feel bound to say 
that, with hardly one exception, they have displayed a. fc~.r 

greater respect for truth, and a far more manly and generous 
spirit than we are accustomed to even in Europe and America. 
They have shown strength, but no rudeness ; nay I know 
that nothing has s'!rprised them so much as the coarse 
invective to which certain Sanskrit scholars have condescend­
ed, rudeness of speech being, according to their view of 
human nature, a safe sign not only of bad breeding, but of 
want of knowledge. When they were wrong, they have 
readily admitted their mistakes ; when they were right, they 
have never sneered at their European adversaries. There 
have been, with few exceptions, no quibbling, no special plead• 
ing, no untruthfulness on their part, and certainly none 
of the low cunning of the scholar who writes down and pub· 
lishes what he knows perfectly well to be false, and snaps 
his finge~s at th011e who still value truth and self-respect 

"Euays and Lectures on the Religion of the HitndWJ, 
Vol. 11. p. S. 
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more highly than "Victory or applause at any price. Here 
ioo, we might possibly gain by the import cargo. Let me 
add that I have been repeatedly told by English merchants 
that commercial integrity stands higher in India than in any 
other country, and that a dishonoured bill is hardly knewn 
there."• 

Mr. Adam gives the following interesting 

description of the pandits :t 
"I saw men not only unpretending, but plain and simple 

in their manners, and though seldom, if ever, offensively 
coarse, yet reminding me of the very humblest classes or 
English and Scottish peasantry; living constantly half-naked 
and realising in this respect the descriptions of savage life; 
inhabiting huts which, if you connect moral consequences 
with physical causes, might be supposed to have the effec' 
of stunting the growth of their minds, or in which only the 
most contracted minds might be supposed to have room to 
dwell-and yet several of these men are adepts in the sub· 
tleties of the profoundest grammar of what is probably 
the most philosophical language in existence, not only 
practically skilled in the nicetios of its usage but also in 
the principles of its structure; familiar with all the 
varieties and applications of their national laws and litera,.. 
ture and indulging in the abstrusest and most interesting 
disquisitions in logical and ethical Philosophy. They are, 
in general, shrewd, discriminating and mild~in their demean· 
our. The modesty of their character does not consist in 
a"je-ctness to a supposed or official superior, but is equallr 
shown to each other. I have observed some of the worthies• 
sreak with unaffected humility of their own pretensions t() 

•1 ndia : "hat can it teacllu1, Lecture IL 
t Quoted in F. W, Thomas' HiltOTlf and Prospect• of 

Briti~ll Educatiora in ltHlia, p. 8, 
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learning, with admiration of the learning of a stranger and 
countryman who was present, with hlgh respect of the 
learning of a townsman who happened to be absent, and · 
with just praise of the learning of another townsman after he 
had retired, although in his presence they were sileni res­
pecting his attainments," 

The pandits have at least preserved the pre­

cious heritage bequeathed by our ancestors. 

But for them rhuch of it would have been irre­

coverably lost. Instead of being grateful to them, 

to load them with contumely, argues a degree of 

flippancy and narrowmindedness which one 

would be loath to associate with "liberal culture.'' 

Our outlook on life is certainly broader than 

that of the pandits. But how many of us have 

either the time or the inclination to inquire 

whether it is not shallower than of yore ? 

We have learnt to take a brighter view of 

mundane life than the pandits, but is not much 

of the brightness the mere shine of flimsy tinsel ? 

Education is obviously a means to an end. 

That end is knowledge. But all knowledge is 

not desirable, as, for instance, the kind of know­

ledge which enables one to practise robbery 

or murder more efficiently and more scientifically 

than he would be able to do without it. Ftom 
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this point of view, the spread of the knowledge 

of submarines, large, long-range, quickfiring guns 

aeroplanes, asphyxiating gases, explosives, &c. is 

condemnable. Had the Western world been more 

discriminating and more careful to check the dis­

semination of such knowledge, it would not have 

been landed in such a disastrous situation as it 

is occupying at present. But the Westerners have 

been under the delusion that the practical ap­

plications of physical science to the art of war 

would make war less frequent and less destruc· 

tive. The wars of the present century, especi­

ally the titanic warfare which is now being carri· 

ed on, have frustrated this expectation, and will, 

I hope, serve to disillusion them. 

Right knowledge, then, is the end of educa· 

tion. But what is right knowledge? There is a 

certain amount of conflict of opinion between the 

Ancients and the Moderns in this respect. With 

the Hindu sages the goal of knowledge was ethi­

cal and spiritual advancement. Every system of 

Hindu philosophy whether theistic, pantheisti.c. 

monistic or even agnostic, recognises the salvation 

of the soul as its end. Its object is to secure 
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the good or well-being of humanity by the de· 

velopment of the inner life for which more or less 

of abstention from sensual gratification, a life of 

more or less ascetic simplicity is requisite. In 

this respect Hindu culture is at one with the 

Roman or Greek culture. No Hindu teacher 

could have exh'Orted his disciples to be indepen­

dtmt of external circumstances and bodily condi­

tions more forcibly or more earnestly than did the 

Socratic or the Stoic sage. Even Epicurus, with 

whom pleasure was the sole ultil_!late gwd, main­

tained the immense superiority of the pleasures 

of 'the mind over those of the body, and the 

Epicurean sage no less than the Vedantie sought 

for happiness and tr,anquillity of soul from within 

rather than from without. The ancient philoso­

pher, Eastern as well as Western, strove to keep 

the struggle for animal existence to the lowest 

point of animal necessity in order that one might 

be free, so far as possible, from the moral corrup· 

tion incidental to it, and might, if he chose, de­

vote more time and energy to the higher and 

more arduous struggle for spiritual development 

than he would otherwise be able to do. 
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The Bhagavatgita says:-

~, m· lW\11~~ 1 

~m· f~ffi'l\ o:st~if· fan~ ~ftc{cni(ll 

"That by which the one Indestructible Being 

is seen in all beings, the Inseparated in the 

separated, know- thou that knowledge is pure." 

One of the popular definitions of a really 

learned man, a pandit, is :-

iWiiilft 'Q'W~,_, ~~Tt ~~I 
'll?'~ ~i~, 'lf! ~'ff ~; qf~: II 

The learned man is he who looks upon the 

wives of others as his mothers; upon other 

people's things as mere stones, and upon all 

beings as his own self. 

This Hindu ideal of knowledge is based up~ 

on a profound sociological interpretation. Ex­

cessive material development is the characteristic 

of the first stage of civilisation and the tendency 

of this growth is to take man away from Nature 

and his fellows; and make him, on the whole, 

less moral than the average savage. The fact 

is well known in India, that the aborigines, such 
l 
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as the Sonthals, Mundas, Khasias, Goods, etc., 

are in their primitive state remarkable for their 

honesty, truthfulness, straightforwardness, and 

benevolence (within their own community). But 

as s;oon as they come into close contact with 

civilization and rise to its first stage, they imbibe 

traits of charactt>r which are just the reverse of 

these. The same remark generally holds good 

in regard to savages in other parts of the world. 

Russell \Vallace, for instance, ouserves : "I 

have lived with communities of savages in South 

America and in the East, who have no laws or 

law courts, but the public oJinion of the village 

freely expres!>ed. Each man scrupulollsly res­

pects the rights of his fellows, and any infrac· 

· tion of those rights rarely or never takes place. 

In such a community all are nearly equal. There 

are none of those wide distinctions of education 

and ignorance, wealth and poverty, master and 

servants, which are the products of our civili· 

zation. There is not that severe competition 

and struggle for existence or for wealth, which 

the dense population of civilized countries in· 

evitably creates. All incitements to great crimes 
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are thus wanting and petty ones are repressed, 

partly by the influence of public opinion, but 

chiefly by that natural sense of justice and of 

his neighbour's rights, which seems to be in 

some degree inherent in every race of man. Now 

although we have progressed vastly b:yond the 

savage state in intellectual achievements, we 

have not advanced equally in morals .••.. .It is not 

too much to say, that the mass of our p:>pulation 

have not at all advanceJ. beyond the savage 

code of morals, and have in many cases sunk 

below it." 

"Fundamentally," says A de Q tatrefages, uthe 

White, even when civilized, from the moral point 

of view is scarcely better than the Negro, and 

too often by his conduct in the midst of inferior 

races has justified the argument opposed by a 

l\1elagache to a missionary: 'Yo11r soldiers seduce 

our women ...... You come to rob us of our land, 

pillage the country, and make war against us; 

and you wish to force your God upon us, saying 

that He forbids robbery, pillage, and war, go; 

y<.u are white upon one side, and black upon 

another.' Suoh is the criticism of a savage, 
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The following is that ·of a European, M. Rose, 

giving his opinion of his own countrymen: "The 
I 

people are simple and confiding when we arrive, 

perfidious when we leave them. Once sober, 

brave and honest, we make them drunken, lazy 

and finalJy thieves. After having inoculated 

them wtth our' vices, we employ these vices, as 

an argument for their destruction.' However 

severe these conclusion$ may appear, they are 

unfortunately true, and the history of the rela­

tions of Europeans with the populations they 

have encountered in America, at the Cape, and 

in Oceania justify them only too fully."* 

The end of civilization in its higher phases 

should be to set free and develop forces which 

by promoting ethical and spiritual development 

would counteract the evil influences of the exces-

1iive material development of the lower. Educa­

tion is one of the most important of such forces, , 

·and the Indian sages with very commendable 

foresight directed it towards that end. The 

standard of right knowledge which they 

• TM Human Specie1. (lntemational Scient.ific Series ) 
Seeon4 ed.it.ioD, pp. 461-462. 
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prescribed is certainly conducive to the highest 

ethical and spiritual development, and to the 

happiness of the individual as well as of the· 

community. 

out, as in this world, the soul cannot remain· 

without the body, material pro~ress up to a cer· 

tain point is the necessary antecedent to ethical 

and spiritual development. Knowledge which 

secures the former must precede, or be concomit­

ant with that which makes for the latter. The 

object of education with the Hindus is thus 

twofold-primarily ethical and spiritual unfolding 

on a rationalistic basis without which such un­

folding has but little value, and secondarily 

material development. This view is not in con­

sonance with the view which is prevalent in the 

West at the present day. James Mill, for 

instance, lays down the end of educa­

tion to be," to render the individual, as much as 

possible, an instrument of happiness, first to 

himself, and next to other beings." Here egoism 

is placed before altruism. True, in practice, 

that is generally the ,case.. Man, like all other 

animals, being natu.rally egoistic, it is not at 
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all necessary to tell him that he must regar j his 

own interests before those of others. He would 

do that of his own accord. On the contrary, it is 

only a very strong impulse towards self-abnega­

tion which can make him practise it even to a 

small extent. The gospel which puts egoism 

before altruism ends as a rule, in egoism but 

little mitigated by altruism as has been the case 

in the West. The eg)istic force is naturally so 

very strong that an unusually strong altruistic 

force is needed to counteract its effects. That is 

why Indian sages, whether Hindu or Buddhist, 

have laid so much stress upon self-lessness. 

There is another point on which the Indiao 

ideal of education is stili more strongly at vari­

ance with the current Western ideal, and that is 

the means by which "happiness'' is to be secur­

ed. The Hindus seek it more by self-denial than 

by self-indulgence, more by curtailing the animal 

wants of life than by increasing them, more 

by suppressing desires than by gratifying them. 

The present-day Westerners, on the other hand, 

lay a great deal more stress upon external than 

upon internal conditions. upon the outer tba. n 
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upon the inner life, upon the gratification of 

the senses than upon their suppression. The 

environment counts more than the dominion 

within. The contrast between the Hindu and. 

the Western ideal of education will be appa-, 

rent from the following classification by Herbert 

Spencer of the leading kinds of activity which 

according to him, constitute human life, in the 

order of their importance, and which education 

is intended to subserve :-
" 1. Those activities which directly minister to self-preser­

vation; 2. those activities which by StJcuring the necessaries 
<'f life indirectly minister to selC-preserva tion ; 3. those ac­
tivities which have for their end the rearing and discipline of 
offspring ; 4, those activities which are involved in the main­
tenance of proper social and political relations; 5. those 
miscdlaneous activities which fill up the the leisure part of 
life devoted to the gratification of tastes and feelings."" 

In this classification, the most important 

activities, which come under the first two heads, 

are for material ends. It is only the third and 

fourth class of activities which concern ethical 

development, and that too more or less indirect­

ly. They ignore spiritual progress altogether, 

and, do not give that prominence to higher 

• "Education. lDtellectual, IJora.l and Phfl&ical," p. I. 
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moral progress, especially to altruism, which its 

importance deserves. Highly educated people 

might efficiently rear and discipline their off­

spring and maintain proper social and political 

relations, with a very low code of morals. The 

case of the Germans is one in point. They are 

pre-eminent among the Western nations for their 

social and political efficiency and for the re­

markable advance which they have made in 

education. Yet their standard of morality, es­

pecially as revealed by the present war, is 

atrociously low. The official report of German 

barb.arities drawn up by men of such authority 

as Lord Bryce, Sir Frederick Pollock, Sir Edward 

Clarke, Sir Alfred Hopkinson and others is a 

most appalling document: 

"Apart alto;rether from the looting and burning of tho1.:· 
sands or'houses, irrefutable evidence is given of the whole­
sale massacre of unarmed civilians in groups of ten ; of five 
hundred and a thousand men being fastened to machine guns 
which were then fired through their bodies; of women and 
young ~iris being stripped, outraJred and bayoneted not by 
scores, but by thousands; of little children being pierced 
through the stomach, by German bayonets and carried off thus 
impaled along the march, their blood dripping down on the 
uniform of the men, often mutilated in so revolting a fashion 
that the details cannot be quoted; of soores of women being 
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found with their breasts cut off; of babies whose feet and 
wrists have been severed; of children being nailed to doors 
by the hands and feet. In one case the naked and mutilated 
bodies of a number of young women were found hanging 
head downwards from the branches of a tree, to which 
they bad been tied by the feet. In other cases whole families 
have been tied together and burned alive •••... From the 
moment the German army crossed the frontier the killing 
of non-combatants was carried out to an t>xtent for which 
no previous war between nations claiming to be civilised 
furnishes any precedent. That this killing was done as 
part of a deliberate plan is clear from the facts set forth 
regarding Louvain, Aershot, Dinant and other towns. 
The killing was done under orders in each place. It began 
at a certain fixed date, and stopped (with some few excep­
tions) nt another fixed date." 

In Germany the new ·Jehovah is the State, 

before whom the Germ:m savants pos1tively 

grovel. Bernhardi and Treitschke have given 

forcible expression to the moral ideals of 

Germany; and they are disgustingly loathsome. 

Yet modern culture has been developed almost 

to perfection in Germany; the horrible enormi­

ties mentioned above were perpetrated not by 

mere mercenaries in whom the brutal instinct 

might, not unreasonably, be supposed to be 

well developed. But the Rectors oi twenty-two 

German universities who have issued a protest 

against the accusations brought against the 
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German troops emphatically point out that the 

German army is "not an army of mercenaries, 

that it comprised the whole nation from the 

first to the last man, that it is led by the best of 

our country's sons, that at this hour thousands 

of professors, and students are falling as officers 

or soldiers on· the battlefields of Frar.ce or 

Russia." 

Herbert Spencer's fourth classes of activities 

which include Art and Literature, while they 

undoubtedly have formative influence on civi­

lization to some extent, ~re chiefly significant as 

indicative of its tone and character. The cultural 

trend of a people can be gauged by the kind 

of art or literature which is most prized by them. 

The fact that in Germany the works of Treitschke 

and Bernhardi, are very popular now shows the 

direction which her culture has taken since the 

days of Gcethe, Kant and Schopenhauer. 

\Ve are disposed to consider the Hindu con­

ception of knowledge as far more profound 

than the \Vestern. However, they both have 

suitable equipment for the struggle for animal 

existence and ethical (especially altruistic) 
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development as its objects, though the latter is 

subordinated to the former, if not sometimes 

practically ignored altogether, in the West. We 

shall in the succeeding chapters see that these 

objects have not, on the whole, been furthered 

by the current system of education. The in­

tellectual progress of new India, which it is sup­

posed to secure, is thus of a more or less illusory 

character. In the face of the immense literary 

activity of new India as evidenced by largely 

airculated numberless newspapers, periodicals, 

novels, dramas, etc., the like of which was absolu­

tely unknown in old India, such a statement 

may sound astounding and paradoxical. But 

there does not appear to us to be any warrant for 

the inference of intellectual superiority which is 

drawn from it. It is based upon the unwarrant­

able assumptions, that the diffusion of literacy on 

modern lines implies diffusion of right knowledge. 

and that literacy on old Hindu lines or illiteracy 

implies ignorance. There are good many people 

of both sexes in old India who, though innocent· 

of Western education or even illiterate, are better 

conversant with the affairs pertaining to their 
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spheres of life and are morally and spiritually 

more advanced than are many literates of cor­

responding classes in new India. The intellec­

tual development of the former, though its range 

is restricted, cannot be reasonably presumed 

to be inferior to that of the latter. The fact of 

the matter is, new India has her full share of the 

super!'titious veneration of the present age for 

printed matter. Reading and writing are accom­

plishments, the importance of which is grossly 

exaggerated by the moderns. Book education* 

* The sages of the West, it should be noted, are generally 
free from the superstition about Book-education. "I do not 
care," declares Ruskin emphatically, "tha.t children. as a 
rule should learn either reading or writing, because there 
are very few people in this world who get any good by either. 
Broadly and practically, whatever foolish people read does 
them harm; and whatever they write does other people 
harm." "Even as appliances to intellectual culture" says 
Herbert Spencer, "books are greatly over-estimated. In­
stead of second-hand knowledge being regarded as of less 
value than first-hand knowledge, and as a knowledge to be 
sought only where first-hand knowledge cannot be had, it is 
actually regarded as of greater value. Something gathered 
from printed pages is suppo1ed to enter into a course of edu­
cation; but if gathered by observation of Life and Nature, 
is supposed not thus to enter. Reading is seeing by proxy­
is learning indirectly through another man's faculties instead 
of directly through one's own faculties, and such is the 
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is prized much more highly than education from 

nature, life and tradition, and reading o::uch more 

than thinking. The results are shallowness, a 

sad dearth of literature which, in the words 

of Bacon, may be "chewed and digested" to 

advantage, and an exuberance of literature which 

is hardly fit even to be barely" tasted." 

prevailing bias that the indirect learning is thought prefer­
able to the direct learning, and usurps the name of cultiva­
tion I We smile when told that savages consider writing as 
a kind of magic ...... Yet the current notions about printed 
information betray a kindred delusion ... .And this delusion, 
injurious in its effects even on intellectual culture, produces 
effects still more injurious on moral culture, by generating 
the assumption that this, too, can be got by reading and the 
repeating of lessons." "Books are good Pnough in their 
way," says Stevenson, "but they are a mighty bloodless substi­
h te for lifo;1." 



CHAPTER II. 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND THE ECONOMIC PROilLEM. 

New Indi1 is under no illusion as to the 

material condition of the people of India. It re· 

verberates with the cry of their excessive poverty, 

and of their gradual impoverishment in recent 

times. The highest official estimate of the annual 

income of an Indian is only thirty rupees. The 

condition of our agricultural classes who con· 

stitute more than three·fourths of our population 

is no better, and is probably much wor~>e now 

than in 1878 when Sir James Caird wrote: 
"Three-fourths of the oultiY"ators have no capital. In a 

good year they have enough for their simple wants; in a year 
of abundance their banker has something to apply in reduc· 
~ion of their debt; in an unfavourable year they live very 
poorly, and partly by help of their oredit; in a year of famine, 
that is withdrawn, and they have no means left of employing 
labour, and the poorest of them and their labourers are equally 
destitute."• 

• India, the Land and the People, pp. 212·213. 
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The increase of population (which is by no 

means high), and the decadence or extinction of 

indigenous industry have enormously increased the 

pressure upon land. But its productive capacity 

appears to be either stationary or diminishing, 

" Wheat land in the North-West Provinces," says 

Sir W. Hunter, "which now gives only 840 lbs. 

an acre, yielded Ir40 lbs. in the time of Akbar."* 

The food-grains which are exported in such large 

quantities are generally supposed to represent 

the surplus left after meeting the requirements 

of the country. "It may, however, be alleged 

with some truth," says the same writer," that if 

the whole population ate as much as they could, 

the surplus would not exist. The grain exports 

of India represent many hungry stomachs in 

India ...... If all the poor classes in India ate two 

full meals every day, the surplus for export 

would be much less than at present. That sur­

plus only proves that the yearly supply of food 

in India is greater than the effective demand 

• England's Workl in India, pp. 68 &. 75-76. It should 
l:e observed that no reliable statistics are available concerning 
the recent deterioration of tLe soil, and there are authoritiee 
.,.,ho aver that there has been no dtttrioration at all. 
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for it." Some forty millions of our people were 

supposed by Sir W. Hunter to be on the brink 

of starvation. 

Various causes have been assigned for this 

colossal poverty. The annual drain on account 

of the Home. charges and remittances of the 

profits from railways and various commercial 

undertakings, and of the savings of officials and 

others, which is now computed at some twenty 

millions sterling, is urged by some as the main 

cause of India's impoverishment. There are 

others who lay stress upon the stringency of the 

present Land Revenue System, and upon the 

revision and' undue enhancement of assessment 

at comparatively short intervals. "In no respect," 

says Sir H. J. S. Cotton, "are we more ready to 

contrast British rule with native rule so largely 

in our own favour as in our dealings with the 

land. We point to our equitable assessments as 

enhancing the value of landed property, to our 

agricultural experiments as increasing its pro-­

ductiveness, and to the benign protection of the 

British Government as enabling the Ryot and 

h~s family to enjoy the fruits of their toil in 
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unmolested quiet. But there is not one of these 

beliefs which is not delusive. Our dealings with 

the land have been more destructive of all 

ancient proprietary rights than were the old 

methods which preceded our own. Our rigid and 

revolutionary methods have reduced the peasant­

ry to the lowest extreme of poverty and wretch­

edness, and the procedure of our settlement courts 

has been the means of laying upon them burdens 

heavier than any they endured in former times. 

Famine is now more frequent than formerly, and 

more severe, and it is the irony of fate that our 

statute book is swollen with measures of relief 

in favour of the victims whom our administrative 

system has impoverished." 

"Short settlements," says the same writer, 

"an exacting demand, and an unbending severi­

ty in collecting rent have driven the si::nple hus­

bandmen into the clutches of the money-lender, 

and are responsible for their share in intensify­

ing the effects of famine."* 

The strict reservation of forests, the cultivation 

• New India, Revised edition, pp. 68-691 and 77. 

" 
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of lands formerly . maintained for pasture, 

and the closing of the mints to the free coinage 

of silver have also been adduced by various 

writers as causes of Jhe gradual impoverishment 

of the people of India. But whatever the cause 

urged, the extension of the existing system of 

education is· almost universally held to be the 

principal means of ameliorating the condition 

of the people. In fact, new India is under the 

illusion that it will prove to ·be the panacea for 

all the evils India is suffering from. ..The death­

rate," says a Neo-lndian writer," is increasing 

alarmingly in the towns through overcrowding, 

and in the villages through malaria, plague, and 

contamination of drinking water. Universal 

education is the only remedy for the evil."* The 

late Mr. G. K. Gokhale, who devoted his life to 

the good of his country in a spirit of self-sacri­

fice unsurpassed in new India, declared : " I am 

glad there are signs visible on all sides which 

go to show that this great truth-this pro­

found truth-that there can be no real national 

progress for our people without universal mass 

• J. N. Sircar, Economics of British India, p.xi.. 
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education-this great fundamental and profound. 

truth is being realised in an ampler and ampler 

measure on all sides of us ............ That ninety 

per cent. of our people should be sunk in ignor• 

ance, superstition and squalor-1 can think of no 

injustice more cruel ot monstrous than this." 

It should be observed, that the mass of our 

people, though illiterate, are generally not such 

numskulls, or sunk in such "ignorance, super­

stition and squalor" as they art" usually suppos· 

ed to be. The Government of India in a recent 

resolution on sanitation says: •• The diffusion of 

sound education will, howe\er, remain the most 

potent and penetrating instrument of sanitation 

among a population which still views it with 

hostility or unconcern!' This is a charge 

against our people which has hardly any solid 

foundation in fact. Colonel King, late Sanitary 

Commissioner of the Madras Presidency, testifies 

in a recent lecture delivered in London, that 

.. the Institutes of Vishnu and the Laws of 

Manu fit in excellently, so far as the subjects 

touched go, with the bacteriology, parasitology, 

and applied hygiene of the \Vest. The hygiene 
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of food and of water, private and public con· 

servancy, disease suppression, and prevention 

are all carefully dealt with ..... Nor if ra~ial pre­

judices are to be considered can it be held that 

either by the teachings of the Koran or the 

Muhammadan traditions, opposition to hygiene 

.can be reasonably expected ...... Personally, I have 

found in the South of India, where caste prevails 

more tenaciously than in most parts of the 

country, that in dealing with the knotty' question 

of religious festivals it was not difficult to secure 

the support of leading Hindus to refinements of 

hygiene that could not be enforced by extant 

laws, by appealing to the fact, that my recom­

mendations were fully within the principles 

recognised by Vishnu and Manu." Hygienic 

rules, the results of the experience of untold 

centuries, well adapted to our physical environ­

ment and economic condition have in many 

cases crystallised into superstitious practices 

among the vast majority of the Hindus. Their 

abodes appear to the \Vestern eye as mere 

hovels, but they are usually clean hovels. The 

homestead is generally kept as clean as their 
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means would prrmit, and the kitchen and the 

utensils for cooking and eating are kept scrupul­

ously clean. In personal cleanliness they are, 

class for class, more particular than the peoples 

of the West. In fact, as Elphinstone observed 

long ago: "The cleanliness of the Hindus is 

proverbial." Away from • large towns where 

there are streams with sandy beds, they dig 

holes in the sands, and carefully ladle out the 

water therefrom for drinking purpose which 

shows the importance they attach to wholesome 

drinking water. 

u The Ryots of India," says Sir H. J. S. 

Cotton, "possess an amount of knowledge and 

practical skill within their own humble sphere 

which no expert scientist can ever hope to ac­

quire."* "The Indian peasant," observes Sir 

T. W. Holderness,"' though illiterate is not with­

out knowledge. He has been carefully trained 

from boyhood in the ritual and the religious 

observances of his forefathers. He hears the 

ancient epics read in their pithy vernacular form. 

• Ntlll l:aditJ., p. 8S. 
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He is full of lore about crops and soils and 

birds and beasts.''* 

Dr. Voelcker, a renowned agriculturist, who 

was, some years ago, engaged by the Government 

to report upon the possible directions in which 

our agriculture might be improved, says. after 

carefully ins~cting nearly every part of 1ndia : 

"I unhesitatingly dispose of the ideas whicb 

have been erroneously entertained that the Ryots• 

cultivation is primitive and backward, and say 

that nearly all the attemp.ts made in the past to 

teach him have failed because be understands far 

better than. his would-be teachers, the particular 

circumstances under which he· has to pursue his 

calling." The peasants are, as. a rule, qu~te ready 

to introduce improvements in their cultivation 

if they are demonstrated to be to their advantage, 

as is evidenced, among other things,. by the 

recent extension of potato and cotton cultivation,. 

and of " garden cultivation , where they tan 

afford it, the almost universal adoption of the 

::Behea Sugar Mill, etc. The multitudinous varieties 

of food-grains and fruits, the mechanical contrir-

• People• aDd Prclllirma cf India. p. 8j. 
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vances for irrigation, etc., show that they are not 

wanting in knowledge or intelligence. They 

know very well that the liberal application of 

manures would give increased outturn. No edu­

cation is necessary to teach them that. But they 

are often so poor that they are unable to conserve 

even all their cowdung for manure, the dearness 

of fuel compelling them to utilise at least a por­

tion of it for culinary purposes. They are fully 

aware of the value of pasture lands, and they 

have always had such lands attached to every 

village. . They have, however, now been reduced 

to the necessity of bringing them under cultiva­

tion to the detriment of their cattle. 

Though the mass of our people are not so 

obtuse or perversely conservative as they are 

usually supposed to be, education of the right 

sort, which would secure to them material or 

moral welfare, or both, would certainly be desir­

able. But, a broad survey of the results of the 

6ystern of elementary education which bas been 

6preading io India. for well-nigh three generations 

has forced the conviction upon me that it has 

not wbserved these purposes. I shall here con-
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fine myself to the material.aspect of the q~estio11, 

reserving the consideration of the moral aspect 

for a future chapter. 

Education has not made the cultivators better 

. cultivators, nor the artisans and tradesmen more 

efficient artisans and tradesmen than before. On 

the contrary,' it has distinctly diminished their' 

efficiency by inculcating in the literate proletariat 

a strong distaste for their hereditary mode of 

living and hereditary callings, and an equally 

strong taste for brummagem fineries and for occu­

pations of a more or less parasitic nature. They 

have accelerated rather than retarded the deca­

dence of indigenous industries and have thus 

helped to aggravate their own economic difficul­

ties and those of the entire community. The 

following remarks which the Superintendent of 

the Lushai Hills makes in regard to the effect of 

education on the Lushais apply also to the major 

portion of the mass of the people in other parts of 

India, especially to the aboriginal section of it:-

" They are showing a strong tendency to dese:ri agri• 
culture, their hereditary occupation, and live by their wits. 
They have undoubtedly more money to spend or was~e. This 
is evidenced by the change which is taking place in theil' 
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dress. Stout home-spun cloths are being discarded for foreign 
apparel, such as shirts, trousers, or "shorts," coats, caps, etc. 
Imported yarn is displacing the indigenous article in the 
manufacture of cloths, and cheap and tawdry articles of per4 

sonal adornment are becoming very common. Though he 
may have more money to spend, it is impossible to say that 
the Lushai is now better off than he used to be. In his 
village he had all he wanted, and lived a simple and happy 
life. The effect on his moral character has also been far 
from satisfactory...... It is true that a certain number of 
the Lushais have taken advantage of the openings for im· 
provement so freely provided by Government and have 
profited by them, but, on the whole the results are depressing, 
and are such as to give grounds for anxiety for the future 
welfare of the race."* 

It is very doubtful if the literate peasantry 

have "more money to spend or waste" than their 

unlettered brethren. They generally live far 

beyond their means; and if some of them have 

more money, it is usually obtained not by the 

improvement of agriculture or manufacture, but 

by occupations of an unproductive, and not 

unoften also of a shady character, the aspira­

tion of the literate proletariat being to enter 

some service or live upon his wits. The best 

petrons of native manufactures are still the 

illiterate peasantry who have not yet taken to 

• M..wal and Material Progress and conditiora of India, 
1913, p. 3SS. 
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shoddy apparel and" cheap and tawdry articles 

of personal adornment," at least to the extent 

the literates have. In fact, it is they, especially 

their women, who have arrested the utter anni­

hilation of indigenous industry. 

The subjects which the current system of edu­

cation comprises have mostly no immediate refer· 

ence to the requirements of our cultivators, arti­

sans and traders. Their boys cannot derive any 

earthly benefit, so far as their hereditary occupa­

tions are concerned, by going through a course 

of elementary Physics, Chemistry and Biology, 

which there are hardly any teachers at present 

who can teach properly, or by conning a bald 

list of kings and Governors and the wars they 

waged, which is called history, or by learning 

the names of mountains, rivers and towns only 

to be forgotten soon after. If they are sent to 

schools it is with the view that they may enter 

some service, preferably Government service, or 

some profession, preferably the legal profession. 

The Primary standard is looked upon as a step­

ping stone to the Middle Vernacular or Middle 

English, and the Middle Vernacular or Middle 
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English to the High School standard, and the 

High Schoo( standard to the Collegiate stand­

ard. This is applauded as the" uplift" of the 

"lower" classes by Government as well as by new 

India, though it is hardly consonant with common 

sense to dub the people who pursue agriculture 

among whom are to be found representatives of 

the highest Hindu castes,* as "l'.>wer" than those 

who earn their livelihood by service or by some 

profession of a more or less parasitic character, 

and to regard the translation of the former into 

the fold of the latter as uplift. For a generation 

or two, in tracts which are called backward, that 

is, where the present system of education has not 

made much progress as yet, the literates through 

the favour and patronage of Government and of 

missionaries, in the case especially of the abori­

ginal tribes, appear to prosper, and their pros­

pect seems very alluring. A Lieutenant-Governor 

• U should be noted, thai these "lower" classes compriee 
large notions of the higher Hindu castes. One-third of the 
Brahmans of Bengal, and two-thirds of the Billavas and 
Brahmans of :Madras pursue agriculture. The proportion of 
cultivating Brahmans ie even higher in Bihar and Orissa, 
(G&it'a Cf!ll$1il R,port for 1911, Vol. I, Part I, p. 429). 
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of Bengal, for instance, Sir John Woodburn, who 

visited Ranchi in 1898, thus spoke of the possi­

bilities of education among the aboriginal tribes 

of Chota Nagpur :-

" In the schools of the missionaries there are scores of 
Kol boys rapidly attaining University standards in education. 
It was to me a revelation that the savage intellect, which we 
are all apt to regard as dwarfed and dull and inept, is as 
acute and quick to acquire knowledge as that of the sons of 
generations of culture. It seems incredible, but it is a fact, 
that these Kollads are walking straight into the lists of com· 
petition, on equal terms with the high-bred youths of Bengal. 
This is a circumstance so strange even to me, so striking, so 
full of significance for the future, that I could not refrain from 
telling you of this last surprise of this wonderful land we 
live in." 

Similar language of commendation and ad­

miration was used by Government officials in 

regard to the youths of Bengal two generations 

ago. How different is their tone now! If the 

Kols and Oraons succeed in competing with the 

Bengalis for the various services under Govern­

ment, leaving agriculture to take care of itself, 

two generations hence they would be threatened 

with an economic crisis such as the gentry of 

Bengal are confronted with to-day. 

What with fees, stationery, text-books (which 
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are constantly changed), etc., education, even 

elementary education, has now become pretty 

expensive according to the Indian standard. 

So it is only the well-to-do and the more aspir­

ing among the u lower" classes who are able to 

send their boys to schools ; and the intelligence, 

ambition and resources which might have impro­

ved agriculture and arts are diverted into courses 

that lead to the professions and services which 

are yearly getting more and more congested. 

The number so transferred is really very smap. 

In 1911, for instance, in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa 

and Assam taken together, of 2,305 gazetted 

appointments held by natives of the country, 

about eight-ninths were held by members of the 

Brahman, Baidya and Kayastha castes.• But 

though the number "uplifted" from the lower 

castes is proportionately insignificant, they are 

the cream of those castes. This is a heavy loss. 

But this is not all. The current system of educa­

tion co-operates with the other forces which such 

a highly material civilization as the Western has 

• Repor* of ihe Cen1u1 of India., 1911, by E. A. Gait, 
Vol. I, Par~ I, pp. 429-430. 
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introduced into this country to diffuse among the 

students a taste for luxuries (in the Indian sense), 

and inculcate in them Western ideas of decency 

and cleanliness which consist chiefly, if not solely 

in using shoes, stockings, caps, and finer and 

more plentiful clothing. The Government, with 

the best of motives, no doubt, make large grants 

for school buildings and boarding houses and 

their equipment. In fact, a good percentage of 

the total grant for education is employed for such 

purposes. Boys who have been accustomed to 

live in houses, which to the Westerners appear 

no better than hovels, and who have always been 

accustomed to squating on mats are accommodated 

in well•appointed houses which the great majority 

of the middle class gentry can never aspire to 

live in. Not unoften, they are provided with 

chairs, tables, kerosine reading lamps, etc. The 

inexpensive outdoor games which formerly used 

to amuse and invigorate our young men have 

been superseded by the much more expensive 

football, cricket, hockey, etc. No wonder that 

under these conditions the sons of strong, sturdy 

simple husbandmen should be gradually converted 
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into fullwblown, fashionably draped, effeminate, 

spruce "gentlemen." No wonder that they should 

imbibe a distaste for the "ungentlemanly" occu­

pations of their forbears. No wonder that such 

occupations should cease to gratify their enlarged 

wants and minister to their "civilised" tastes. 

They undoubtedly assume a showy exterior which 

to the ordinary Western or the \Vesternised 

eye is an indubitable index of progress and 

prosperity, though, in reality, it is an index 

of just the reverse. They carry the torch of 

"civilisatiun" into their village homes. The 

fashion set by them is extensively imitated, 

and thus the "rise in the Ftandard of living," 

which new India rejoices in, spreads far and 

wide. The economic effects of this .. rise" are 

disastrous. In the first place, it runs away 

with resources which should be husbanded for 

improving agriculture and arts. Secondly, it 

entails an enormous increase in the consumption 

of foreign manufactures which accelerates the 

decadence of indigenous industry and swells the 

volume of economic drain from the country. 

The writer lately visited a village, among the 
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weaving population of which the Ranchi Union 

(the central organisation for financing co-opera­

tive credit societies in the Ranchi district) has 

been making a highly praiseworthy attempt to 

introduce the flyshuttle loom. One of the most 

serious objections which the weavers urged 

against the use of this improved loom was, that 

they could not find a good market even for the 

scanty produce of the primitive looms which they 

have been used to; what are they to do with the 

incre~sed outturn of the improved looms? Yet 

all the male villagers who congregated round 

us, including even the weavers themselves, were, 

almost without exception, well habited in mill­

made clothes! It is only the females who 

still affect the coarse and durable wide-border­

ed saris. The special enconragement which is 

being given to female education will, no doubt, 

soon do away with even this small amount of 

patronage which indigenous industry still re­

ceives from them. For in towns they too, especi­

ally the literates among them, almost universally 

adopt the current fashion which favours the more 

showy, but much less lasting mill-made fabrics. 
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A certain amount of literacy is undoubtedly 

beneficial to the agricultural, manufacturing and 

trading classes. The indigenous way of impart· 

ing elementary education which the present 

system has replaced was better calculated to 

secure this object and better adapted to Indian 

conditions and requirements. Even n~w some of 

the trading classes, like the Marwaris, adhere to 

it and set their face against the exotic system. 

The young men turned out by their pathslla/as 

have generally a much better head for ligures 

and make far more efficient business men than 

even the graduates turned out by the universities. 

It is perhaps not generally known that there was 

a very wide·spread system of elementary educa· 

tion in old India. There was a net work of 

P'/J.1hshalas all over the country. They are thus 

described by Mr. Adam:-

.. These ichools ( Pathskalas) are generally held in the 
houses of some of the most respectable native inhabitants or 
very near them. All the children of the family are educated 
in the vernacular language of the country; and in order to 
inol'tlase the emoluments of the teachers, they are allowed to 
introduce, as pupils, as many respectable children aa they can 
procure in the neighbourhood. The acholara begin with 
'racing the nwels and conaonanta with the fulger on a eand 

5 
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hoard and afterwards on the floor with a pencil of steatit~ 
or white crayon; and this exercise is continued for eight 
ar ten days. They are next instructell t<> write on the­
palm-leaf with a reed-pen and with ink made of charcoal, 
which rubs out1 joining vowels to the consonants, forming 
eompound letters, syllab~s. and wards, an~ learning tables of' 
numeration, money, weight, and measure, and tbe correct 
mode of writing the distinctive names of persons, castes, and 
places. This is c~ntinued about a: year~ The fron style is 
DQW used only by the teacher in sketching on the- palm-leaf 
the letters which the scholar~ are required to trace with ink. 
They are next advanced to the stuoy of Atithmetic and the 
nse of the plantain-leal in writing wfth i:nk made of lamp# 
black, which is continued about six months, during which 
they are taught addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
di·l'ision, and the simplest case!! of the mensuration of land 
and commercial and agricultura.l accounts, together with the 
modes of address proper in writing letters to different person g. 

Tile fast stage- of this limited course of instruction is that in 
which the scholars are taught to write witb.lamp·black ink 
en paper, and are further instructed in agricultural and com· 
mercial accounts and in the- composition o{ letters." 

The end of Pathshala education was entirely 

material. It was eminently practical, and being 

indigenous and inexpensive was well suited to 

the social and economic conditions of the com­

munity. 

Sir Thomas Munro had an investigation made 

into the state of indigenous education in the 

).ladras :P:res.idency. :From the results of Ms. 
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inquities it appears, that in that Presidency, 

a bout 182S, the n·1mber of shoots amounted 

to 12,49S, and the population to 12,850,941; 

~Q that there was one school to every thousand of 

the population; but as only a very few females 

are taught in schools, we may reckon one school 

to every 59:> of the population. 
"H is r~marked by the Board of Revenue," says Sir 

Thomas Murro, "that of a population of twelve and a half 
millions there are only 188,000 or 1 in 67 receiving education. 
This is true of the whole parulation, but not as regards the 
male part of it, of which the proportion educated is much 
greater than is here estimated: for, if we take the whole 
population as statecl in the report at 12,850,000, and deduct 
oRe half for females, the remaining male population will be 
6,4:!5,000; and if we reckon the male papulation between the 
a.;es of 5 and 10 years, which is the period which boys in 
general remain at school, at; one-ninth, it will give 'll3,000., 
which is the number of boys that would be at school if all the 
m<>les above five years of age wera educated: but the 
number actually attending the Schools is only 184,110, or 
little more tha.n one-fourth of that number ... I am however 
inclined to estimate the proportion of the whole population 
who receive school education to be nearer one-third than 
one·fuurth of the whole because we have no returns of the 
numbers tautht at home. In Madras, the number taught at 
home is 26,903, or about five times greater than that taught ill 
lhc Schools." 

The advantages of this widespread srstem 

cf elementary education were:-
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First.-Being naturally evolved it was well~ 

adapted to the material condition of the people 

and to their requirements. 

Secondly.-Being maintained by the commu­

nity it encouraged self-help and self-reliance. 

T/zirdly.-It did not promote luxurious tastes 

and extravagant habits. 

The altered conditions of the country no 

doubt require some modification of the system. 

But, as we have seen above, its replacement by 

an exotic system of Government education un­

suited to the condition and needs of the com­

munity spells calamitous consequences. Our 

agricultural classes who form quite three-fourths 

of our population form the material backbone 

of our community. They have to practically 

support the other classt-s. Anything which 

tends to attenuate their margin between suffici­

ency and starvation is therefore highly condem­

nable. As we have seen above, the present sys­

tem of education is tending towards that bane­

ful result. The cultivators undoubtedly get bet­

ter prices for their crops. But assuming them to 

be free from debt (which is seldom the case), a 
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portion of their increased profits is often con­

sumed in enhanced rents. A portion also goes 

to pay enhanced wages for labourers though un­

fortunately, as we shall presently see, the en­

hancement is generally not in the sar.ne propor­

tion as that of the prices of food grains. The 

profits which they have left after meeting these 

. charges may be considered to be the equivalent 

of the grain they would have stored had not the 

extension of railways offered them attractive 

prices to sell it. They are, however, usually no 

gainers, for having cash instead of a store of 

grain, they cannot generally resist the temp­

tation to spend it upon festivities and upon vari­

ous foreign inutilities and superfluities a strong 

taste for which has been disseminated among 

them by the various agencies of Western civili­

zation, among which the current system of edu­

cation is one of the most potent. The danger 

of these articles lies in their attractiveness and 

che<tpness. The cultivators and their families 

unquestionably make a better show of "respec­

tability" than thev ever did before. But when 

famine threatens-and famines have become 
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more frequent than ever before-they find they 

have little cash and no store of grain to fall 

back upon. Our artisans, especially the wea­

vers, have been very adversely affected if not 

well-nigh ruined by the yearly increasing in­

flux of foreign imports and have largely swollen 

the ranks of the agricultural and labouring 

classes .. It is true, that they get some relief from 

the various large industrial concerns which have 

been established especially by ·western enter­

prise. But apart from the physical and moral 

degeneration which is. inevita b1e in such con­

cerns, it is only an insignificant fraction of our 

population. soule two millions all told, who find 

employment in them.*' It is also true that wages 

have risen, but not in the same ratio as the prices 

of food grains. Three centuries ago, in the time 

of Akbar, we learn from the Ain-i-Akbari, the 

average wages of unskilled labourers, such as. 

bamboo-cutters. etc .• was nine three-fifth pies. 

• In 1911 there w&re in lndia, 7,113 factories, giving em­
ployment to 2·1 million persons, the distribution being a!\ 
follo'l'l'll: tea gardens 704,000; collieries 143,000 ; gold mine.rt 
29,000; eot.ton mills 308,000 ; and o~her taxtile i..nd11:1t.rie~ 

222.000. 
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per diem. and that of skilled artisans such as 

carpenters, was two annas nine three-fifth pies.* 

But wheat then sold for a9out five annas a maund, 

and coarse rice for about eight annas a maund. 

Since then the wages have increased four or five­

fold, but the prices of wheat, rice and other 

necessaries have increased eight or tenfold, so 

that labourers in the time of Akbar had the 

means to be nearly twice as comfortabl<! as they 

are now. They must go without not only some 

of the comforts which they then enjoyed, but, in 

many cases, without some of the bare neces­

saries of life also. 

Thus we find that the condition of our so­

called "lower" classes is extremely miserable . 

.-'\nd what is worse, their margin between plenty 

and privation is being gradually abridged. Mr. 

J. G. Cumming, lately Chief Secretary to the 

Government of Bengal, says in his report on the 

!'urvey and settlement of the Chakla-Rosanabad 

E,;tate: "Intelligent native public opinion is, and 

1 agree with it, that the standard of comfort has 

• The 4etails are given in the writer's History of Hind11. 
Cu·ili:atiort uader Britub Rule voL I. p. ll:xili. 
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increased, but that the income of the raiyats has 

not increased in exact correspondence; or, in 

other words, that the oraiyat inspite of increased 

income has a smaller margin of profit and savirtg 

than he formerly had." Sir H.}. S. Cotton declares 

even more e';Ilphatica1ly, that '"the increasing 

number of famines and the terrible mortality 

which results from them, in spite of all the ex­

ertions of the Government and the heroic effort 

of individual officers. are-if there were no other 

evidence-an overwhelming demonstration that 

the capacity of the people to maintain them-

selves is on the decline ......... The reason why 

famines are more frequent than formerly, and 

more severe, is that the resources of the people 

are less able to resist them."'* Yet these are the 

people who on their Atlas like shoulders bear 

the burden of a costly administration on the­

Western pattern and who have to maintain the 

unproductive upper classes. What they want is 

more food and more nourishing food, and new 

India vies with the Government in giving them 

what is called education which not only does 

• New India. pp. 
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not enable them to get it or holds out any reason­

able prospect of their ever being able to get it, 

but, on the contrary, creates and fosters in them 

tastes and habits that make them sacrifice sub­

stance to shadow and part with a good portion of 

what food they have without any compensating 

benefit to themselves-an education which in­

directly hastens the ruin of indigenous indu~try; 

and forges fresh links for the yearly lengthening 

chain of the industrial servitude of modern India. 

It is true, that an endeavour has been made 

during the last two decades to impart industrial 

education through craft schools, and agricultural 

education, for a longer period, through demonstra­

tion farms. There were in 1906-7, in the whole 

of India (including Native states) 147 industrial 

or technical schools attended by 6,820 pupils. 

There is no doubt, that in industrial centres such 

schools meet a real demand and train up skilled 

workmen who find ready and lucrative employ­

ment. But· the number of such workmen ab­

sorbed by the large industries is very small.* 

• According to the Census of 1911, of the :!.1 million vt 
the population of India, employed in mines and factories only 
!lS5,(00 are skilled "'orkmen. 
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and t~ere is no prospect of its increasing, in the 

near future at least, so largely as to afford sub­

stantial relief to the eolossal poverty of the mass 

of our people. The craft schools away from 

industrial centres are more or less a failure as 

in the present economic condition of our com-

'munitv they are destined to be. As Mr. Hornell 

writes:'*-

"In the face of the great preponderance of classes teach· 
ing carpentry and smithy work it is diffi'Cult to resist the 
conclusion arrived at by Sir Edwacd Buck as regards 
technical and industrial schools in !ndla, viz., that their 
object appears to be to teach these subjects to boys who have 
mo intention to become carpenters or to engage in any 
manual occupation whatever. It is not maintained that 
there are no industrial schools at which sound work is being 
done. It must, however, oo admitte-d that the effect of the 
extsting schools on the industrial development of the pro· 
vince is practical1y negligible." 

The ordinary blacksmith supplies the simple 

needs of the villagers; and of furniture of any 

kind there is but little demand. Their wants in 

these directions are extremely limited, and they 

are surplied well enough at present. In regard 

to the Demonstration Farms which are intended 

• Progress of Education in India, 1902-1907, Vol I. 
p. 207. 
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to teach the peasantry, they have, from all 

accounts, proved, on the whole, a failure. The 

failure is attributable to their not being worked 

on an economic basis, little regard being paid to 

the resources of the rairats, who consequently 

denve as much useful instruction from them as 

they do from the :\tuseum or the "Zoo" in Calcutta. 



CHAPTER III. 

HIGH EDUCATION AND THE ECONOMIC PROBLEM. 

We have in the last chapter referred to the 

baneful economic result of the" uplifting" move­

ment. If, however, there had been a correspond­

ing movement downward from the upper classes, 

if education had so equipped some at least of 

their members as to enable them to take to 

agriculture and industry and improve them, the 

mischief created by the " uplift" would have 

been amply compensated. But the current sy.>­

tem of educatioB has not only not done that, 

but bas, on the contrary, made such of the upper 

classes as formerly earned their livelihood by 

trade and farming to gradually forsake them 

altogether. Before the diffusion of English 

Education, they subsisted much m')re largely on 

agriculture and trade than on service or pro­

fession. Agriculture had always been esteemed 



HIGH EDUCATION 77 

by the Hindus, and esteemed rightly, as the best 

of all occupations.* The great majority of the 

members of the higher castes lived by it. Their 

intellectual capacity and resourcefulness greatly 

furthered the extension and development of 

agriculture and horticulture. But, as a result of 

various causes, among which the wide extension 

of the present system of Education is one of the 

most important, they are abandoning, in annual­

ly increasing numbers the healthy, peaceful, and 

useful rural life, for the unhealthy restless, and 

comparatively useless urban life. It is true the 

villages in some parts, especially of Bengal, have 

become hot-beds of malaria.t But their deser-

• This is shown among other things by grants of land by 

indigenous governments for good service and learning, and 

by nrioue popular Sanskrit slokas one of which translated 

rune ae follow• :-

"One may leave household management in the hands of 

one who is like his father, the management of the kitchen 

with one .,.ho is like his mother, that of the cattle with one 

~·ho is like himself, but he must attend to cultivation him­

~oelf." 

t So far as the increase of population as shown by the last 

cen&UI is concerned. "the distri~:ta of Western and Central 
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tion by the well-to-do is one of the most import• 

ant causes of their growing insalubrity; for it 

}Pads to the rank growth of thick jungle, to 

scarcity of wholesome drinking water formerly 

supplied by Well kept tanks, and to the absence 

of social amenities which contributed to the 

cheerfulness of rural life and to consequent 

fever~resisting vitality. 

It could not he otherwise. Until lately, the 

education imparted under the auspices of our 

Universities was almost exclusively of a literary 

character. The recipients of such education 

have swollen the ranks of lawyers and of the 

hungry horde of impecunious Umedwars for 

Government and other services. Agricultural 

colleges have of late been started in all the 

provinces. But they are languishing for want of 

support, and are unable to counteract the al~ 

ready well established inflllences which drive 

our young men in such large numbers to service 

or the.Iegal profession. Between 189r and I9If, 

Bengal are all nearly stationary. The largest is less than 
four per cent. while two districts, Na-diya and Jessore, show 
a deona&i.'' Gait' a Ce718UII Report, VoL I, part l. 
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·while the number of graduates in Arts turned out 

by the Indian Universities rose from 1909 to 589;, 

and those in law from 225 to 877~ the graduates 

in agriculture rose from 7 to 20 only. And there 

would not have been this small number of Agri­

rultur;:~l graduates but for the expansion of the 

Agricultural DepartrPent which ensures their 

employment by Government.* 

High education has furnished numerous lumi­

naries of law and eminent sen·ants of Govern· 

rnent, but not a single captain of industry or 

commerce. What little has been done in these 

directions has been accomplished by men who 

have had little to do with high education. In 

• The numb~r of students on the roll of the Sabour A.gri· 
cultural Coll~ge at the end of June,1913, was only 27, and 
the yearly admistiona are reported. to have been steadily 
c!tcrea.sing. AccorJing to the Assam Director of Agriculture, 

the average entrance-passed student has neither aptitude 
n<'l' liking for agriculture. He strongly objects to any form 
l·f n~anu..t labour ana is not even ..-illi.ng to undertake the 
minimum amount cf practical work on the farm attached to 

11.n at;ricultural college necessary to enable hlm t.o get. a 
grup of the principles of agriculture." In tte t'xited Pro­
vinc.,s the nun:;ber of students ..-ho tock tl:.eir admission into 
the Agricultural college ..-as 50 of 1rho:n fO wne oomine..., 
f.;;K Cho\·er~:~~~<e!:>i &Ani"-
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Bengal where such education has been in vogue 

longer tkn in any other province and where 

it has made great and rapid strides, Bengalis 

who formerly almost monopolised all business 

connected with internal trade are now largely 

superseded b.Y Marwaris. The only Bengalis who 

have thrived in business are precisely those who 

have had but little to do with University edu­

cation. 

It was Macaulay's minute that clinched the 

discussion which raged eighty years ago between 

the Sanskritists and the Anglicists. One of the 

arguments very forcibly urged by him in favour 

of English education was, that it would diffuse 

"useful" knowledge instead of a knowledge of 

false history, false astronomy, false medicine" 

which are found in company with a "false 

religioa," and which are taught by the Indian 

classics. I shall not waste words over refuting 

a charge so groundless against Hinduism and 

Sanskrit lore. But it is undeniable, that at the 

time he wrote Europe had begun to make amaz­

ing progress in Natural Science and in its appli· 

cation to industry. If useful scientific knowledge 
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of the West had been imparted to the Indian 

alumni from the very beginning, the annihila­

tion of Indian industry might possibly have been 

averted. But instead of that there was substitut­

ed one form of literary culture for another. It 

WdS not to be expected that men who had spent 

their lives in reading Shakespeare and Milton, 

or in racking their brains over the metaphysics 

of Hume, Reid and Dugald Steward, in conning 

the logic of John Stuart Mill, or in committing to 

memory the barbaric feab of glorified marauders 

and murderers of Asia and Europe would do 

more for native industry than those whose mental 

pabulum consisted of Kalidasa and Bhababhuti, 

the philosophy of Kapila and Sankaracharya, the 

logic of Gotama, or such history as is contained 

in the Mahabharata, the Ramayana and the 

Puranas. Natural science is the only branch of 

knowledge in which the western world has made 

wonderfully rapid strides in recent times, and it 

was precisely the subject which, until recently, 

was practicall1 excl1.1ded from the curriculum 

of the Indian youths, except in a subordinate 

way in the case of the students of Medicine. 
6 
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High education, like elementary education, has 

not only not averted the economic crisis brought 

on by the decadence of indigenous industry, but 

has furthered it and has enhanced its stringency. 

India made considerable industrial progres~ in 

pre-Maholl;ledan times, and during the Mahome­

dan period also our indigenous manufactures 

were in a very flourishing condition. In fact, 

even as late as the beginning of the last century, 

India did not export her food-grains, but her 

manufactures, such as cotton and silk manufac­

tures, indigo and sugar, besides spices, salt: 

petre, etc.* How is it that she has been reduced 

from the economically sound position of exporter 

of manufactures and non-exporter of food-grains 

to the as economically unsound position of 

exporter of food-grains and importer of manu-

" The following are the component parts of the amount 
~f sales by the E. I. Company in England reduced to an 
annual averat;'e, on the seventeen years ending in 1808-09 :-

Piece-goods £ 1,539,478. 
Organzine Silk 13,44.3. 
Pepper ,. 195,461. 
Saltpetre , 180,066. 
Sugar and Indigo ., 272,442. 

· Cofi'oo , 6,62•. 
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factures on a colossal scale, from the proud 

position of industrial independence to the humi­

liting one of industrial sen•itude? There were 

various causes which led to this sad and dis-: 

astrous change. 

They were·p<~rtly political. 

" It was stated in evidence (1813) ", says H. H. Wi16on, 
''that the cotton and silk goods of India up to that period 
could be sold for a profit in the British market at a price 

from 50 to 60 per cent. lower than those fabricated in 
England. It consequently became necessary to protect the 
latter by duties of 70 and 80 per cent. on their value or by 
positive prohibition. Had this not been the case, had n'>t 
l!uch prohibitory duties and decrees existed, the mills of 
Paitiley and Manchester would have been stopped in their 
outset, ~~ond could scarcely have been again set in motion, 
Hen by the power of steam. They were created by the 
l!acrifice of Indian manufactures. Had India been independ­
t-nt, she would have retaliated, would have imposed pro­

hibitive duties upon British goods, and would thus have 
preserved htr own productive industry from annihilation. 
This act of self-defence was not permitted her; she was at 
t!1to mercy of the stranger. British goods were forced upon 

her withou\ paying any duty, and the foreign manufacturer 
t'mployed the arm of political injustice to keep down and 
ultimately strangle a. competitor with whom he oould not 
have contended on equal terms."* 

• Yr. H. St. George Tucker, a Director of \he Honour· 
able East India Company wrote in 1823:-

.. Wba$ is the commerce which we have adopted in thi1 
country with relatioa to India! The silk: manufa.ctun~a an.i 
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Economic causes which I have discussed 

elsewhere* were also partly responsible for the 

decadence of indigenous industry. But these 

causes, whether political or economic, would 

not have the effect they have had unless they 

were aided. by one as momentous or probably 

even more so-the change in our ideas, ideals, 

tastes and habits under the influence of the 

western environment of which education on 

western lines is one of the most salient 

feaures. What we have said in the previous 

chapter a bout the influence of elementary educa· 

tion on the economic condition of our country 

applies still more forcibly to high education. 

Macaulay's prediction, that English education 

its piece-goods made of silk: and cotton intermixed have long 
since been excluded altogether from our markets; and of 
late, partly in consequence of the operation of a duty of 67 
per cent. but chiefly from the effect of superior machinery, 
the cotton fabrics, which hitherto continued to be the staple 
of India, have not only been displaced in this country, but we 
actually export our cotton manufactures to supply a part of 
our .A~ian possession. India is thus reduced from the state 

·of a manufacturing country to that of an agricultural 
country." 

• History of Hindu. Civilization under British Rule, 
vel. I, pp. vii, J.u-mi. Essavs and Lectures, pp. 9-11, etc. 
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would train up a "class of persons, Indian in 

blood and colour, but English in tastes, in 

npinions, in morals, and in intellect," has been 

11mply fulfilled, as it was bound to be. Consci­

ously or unconsciously, directly . or indirectly, 

voluntarily or involuntarily, the Neo-Indian 

imbibes the material ide :tis of western civilization, 

and the western view of its immense superiority 

over Hindu civilization and pursues the western 

path of progress and reform. He is generally so 

c'bsessed by the western idea of decency and of 

" rise" in the standard of living as the essential 

perquisite of advancement, that in a climate 

where air-bath is exceedingly pleasant and bene­

ficial to health, he covers himself up cap-a·Pit 

s:J as to stop all passage for the ingress of air. 

He would endure any torture and suffer any 

inconvenience rather than be seen in public 

(especially before Ellropeans) in the barbaric 

costume of his countrymen. • Even when habited 

• I wa.a once ha. ving a pleasure trip on the Hooghly i.n a 
Launch with a much esteet11ed. Neo-Indian friend. There was 
iu our company a broth6r of his 1rho happened ~o be clad iD. 

d4(Jvti and we 1rero having a chat on tho dock when the 
) .acht of lhe Ueutenan\.-Governor of Bengil wae deecriei 
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in his national dhooti, he must needs have all 

or nearly all the appendages of western costume 

-shirt, coat, socks, etc. As a consequence of 

the diffusion of the ta~te for clothing after the 

European fashi9n, the imports of apparel and of 

cotton and woollen manufactures generally have 

vastly increased and have, of late, been going 

up by "leaps and bounds." Within thirty years 

between 188r and 1909, the value of imported 

apparel has risen from a bout Rs. 79,6f ,360 to 

Rs. 3, 13,24,483, that of cotton manufactures 

(piece-goods, shawls and handkerchiefs.) from 

about Rs. 21,2g,8o,370 toRs. 39,.41,94,946 and that 

of woollen goods from about Rs. 1,07,63,880 

to Rs. 3,07,08,570.* The :figures are highly 

approaching us. 1\Iy friend who was well known to that 
high official was so very nervous about being seen by that 
august personage in intimct.te association v.ith one in native 
garb that he asked his brother to go down in the cabin. Yet 
he was a sincere patriot and did his best to do good to his 
country according to his lights. I could largllly multiply 
similar instances of pro-west~:rn prepossession from my 
experience. 

* The increase would be much mor& striking if compared 
with earlier years. In 1857-58, the value of imported oot.~on 
goods was ollly about Rs. 4, 78, 26, 980. 
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significant. They show that while the popula­

tion of India between 1881 and I9U increased 

by only about 17'4 per cent.* the aggregate 

value of the imports of apparel and of cot­

ton and woollen manufactures rose from 

Rs. 23,17,10,610 to Rs. 45,62,27,999, that is to 

say, nearly doubled. 

Thus this phenomenal increase in the imports 

of apparel, etc., is due in a very small measure 

to the increase of population. It is, therefore, 

attributable chiefly to the maudlin rage for 

"rise" in the standard of living on the western 

pattern, for the spread of which new India <>S 

we ha\'e seen before, is so largely responsible. 

The mischief which it has done and is doing is 

incalculable. By substituting foreign for native 

manufactures it has facilitated the ruin of in­

digenous industry, and by draining the country 

of its potential capital. it is seriously impeding 

the resuscitation of that industry. Further, as 

the mass of the people everywhere heedlessly 

fullow the prevailing fashion, it is impelling the 

• Th• increuo wa1 &I follows: 1881-91, 9·6 per cent., 
&11n-o1., N pttr oent.,.l~l-11, 6'4 pu cenL 
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great majority of them to sacrifice substance to 

shadow, thus jeopardising the health of the 

body as well as of the mind. 

- Clothing is the chief item of the drain. But 

there are numberless other items also which swell 

the drain substantially. As we have said before 

there has of late been considerable abatement 

of the drink-evil among the upper classes. But 

the consumption of spirituous liquors is still very 

high and is on the increase. Jn twelve years 

between 1898-99 and IQI0-1 I, the imports of 

liquors rose from 4,830,362 gallons valued at 

Rs. 1,64,82,143 to 6.432J38 gallons valued at 

Rs. t ,89,95,1 II. A good portion of this rise is 

no doubt ascribable to the increased European 

population. But there can hardly be any doubt 

that new India is also partly responsible for it, 

and that the Demon of Drink is still claiming 

many victims from classes. who have always been 

noted for their abstinence. The last generation 

hardly knew what a cigarette is. In 19tr, how­

ever, nearly half a crore worth of that article 

was imported.* The demand for foreign boots 

• Cigarette-smoking ia increasing among s~uden~ Some 
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and shoes has been expanding enormously. The 

imports more than doubled between 1900 and 

1909, rising from 7 lakhs of pairs to some 16 

lakhs of pairs. The Neo-Indian has developed 

a great taste for western diet and for western 

glassware etc., and for his ailments he has fre­

quent recourse to patent medicines from abroad. 

Between 1901-oz and 1910-1 r, the value of im­

pored provisions rose from Rs. 1,98,46,721 to 

Rs. 3,02,93,i70, that of glass and glassware 

from Rs. 94,43,749 to Rs. I,ST,92,052, and that 

of drugs, medicines and narcotics from Rs. 

1,07,98,728 toRs. T,ST,9.?,0S2. In new India the 

piano and the harmonium have largely supersed­

ed indigenous musica 1 instruments though these 

are better suited to Indian music, and there are 

imported annually some thirty-four lakhs of 

rupees worth of musical instruments. Indigen­

ous toys no longer delight our children, and our 

young men no longer find pleasure in n;;~tive 

games and athletic exercises, and over thirty 

time ago it form~d the subject of interpellation• in ti:.e 
Madru Legislative C()uncil, and the public bodies in Maclr .. a 
rtpresent~d to the Local Governmen\ the necessity of lllgjs­
latill,l against juv~nile smoking. 



90 ILLUSIONS OF NEW INDIA 

lakhs of rupees worth of toys and requisites for 

games are obtained from abroad. A taste for 

foreign perfumery and soap hRs been spreading, 

find in 19~8 there were imported some forty-five 

lakhs worth of these articles. Houses must be 

furnished and· decorated in European style to 

the extent of one's me:ms. Taking meals at 

the table with all its p1raphernalia is largely 

!'uperseding the simpler practice of eating in 

a . squatting posture. The filshion of giving 

various importecl trin:-ets and futilities as pre­

sents on such occasion as birthdRys and wed­

dings is yei1rlr gilining ground. There is no 

doubt that the increasing European population 

is to some extent responsible for the increas­

ing consumpti•m of these and various other 

foreign articles. But there is also no doubt 

that my coun~rymen themselves are to a much 

larger extent responsible for it. Making allow­

ance for the profits of Indian dealers in foreign 

goods, the net annual drain from India on 

account of her progress on the path of western 

civilization will probably not fall far short of 

thirty-five crores of rupees. New India has been 
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resounding with the cry of India's impoverishment 

due to the drain on account of H~.,me charges, 

etc., for the last half century. That it is an 

important cause there is no doubt, and is admit­

ted even by some impartial Englishmen. But it 

is a cause the removal of which does not li~ 

within the ken of practical politics, and may, for 

all pratical purposes, be regarded as unavoid­

a bk. One seldom hears, however, of the equally 

impover~hing drain which is due to the sinister 

influence of new India. That is a cause of im­

pove rishment which it rests with the Indians 

themselves to remove, at least to a great extent, 

if they only rna ke up their minds to do so. 

The infatuation of new India for the mate­

rial devtll'pments of Western civilization is in­

teu~ifyir:g and accelerating the economic crisis 

which, if the present conditions continue, is in­

evitable iu the ne<tr future, and the shadow of 

which may already be seen by those who have 

t)·e~ to see. Our present social structure is 

gr.H1ually assuming the form of an inverteJ 

p) ramid, and cannot endure very long. We 

ha\'e already adverted to the appalling conJition 
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of the agricultural, the artisan and the Ia bour­

ing classes who constitute about eighty per cent. 

of our population, and form the base of the 

structure. At the top, we have a microscopic 

minority of well-to-do chiefs, zamindars, bank­

ers, professional men, high-placed Government 

officials, wholesale merchants, and a few cap­

tains of industry-chiefly in Western India. Be­

tween the two we have the much larger middle 

class people who affect high education and are 

composed of the great majority of professional 

men, servants of the state and of private con­

cerns, etc. Their economic condition is quite as 

pitiable as that of the lower classes, and in 

some respects even more so. vVhat with the 

rise of prices of bare necessaries to the famine 

level of former gt:nerations, and the dissemina­

tion of a tdste for a multitude of things which 

are not onl; not necessary, but in some cases, 

are positively noxious, their cost of living has 

immensely increased, but ~ot the means to meet 

the increased cost, at least in anything like the 

same proportion. People generally are but littl& 

guided in their mode of living by philosophy. 
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Fa.shion rules them. Even the most rational 

men are found among her most irrational vota· 

ries. With most people whether savage or 

highly civilized, the ornamental precedes the 

useful. The desire for show appears to be in· 

nate in all classes in all parts of the world; and 

the Indians are no exception to the rule. For­

merly, however, the gratification of this desire 

was determined by the indigenous standard of 

comfort and luxury which was well adapted to 

their material condition. But the adoption of 

the s.tandard of comfort and luxury of an im· 

mensely richer community at the present day 

is fraught with grave peril. In the West that 

standard has been perpetually rising, so that the 

I uxuries of one generation become the neces· 

saries of the next. I have elsewhere dwelt upon 

the evil consequences• of this continuous rise. 

But from the point of view of purely material 

progress, the rise has done a deal of good. The 

multiplication of wants in the West has been 

partlv the cause, and partly the natural outcome 

of the monumental accumulation of wealth, and 

• Epoch• of Cit·ilizotiora, pp. %08-313. 
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of the wonderful progress in mechanical inven­

tion which have gone on there concomitantlv 

during the last three quarters of a century. In 

India, however, the diffusion of a taste for the 

material developments of the West .yithout th~ 

previous accumulation of wealth or the prepar..t· 

tion of mechanical talent and the development 

of industrial qualities as in the \Vest, cannot 

imply progress either present or prospective. 

With the great majority of our people it means 

considerable embarrassment and possible ruin­

the sacrifice of substance to shadow. Incomes 

which at one time would have been regarded as 

opulence are now hardly deemed to be bare 

competence, The candle burns at both ends. 

The resources of the middle class are exhausted 

on the one hand by the excessive rise in the 

price of necessaries, and on the other by the 

increasing complexity of living which is enlarg­

ing their wants. While milk and the various 

preparations of milk which form the principal 

articles of nutrition in Hindu diet have become 

so very dear that the great .majority of our 

middle class people cannot afford to get them 
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in sufficient quantity for 'bare subsistence, they 

have to spend comparatively large amounts upon 

the gratification of the new tastes which have 

~prung up for clothing;, shoes, stockings, etc., and 

for amusements, such as theatrical performances, 

circuses, cinemas, etc., which have superseded 

the much less expensive indigenous amusements. 

Economical housekeeping suited to Indian con­

ditions, which Indian housewives, though general­

ly illiterate, so highly excelled in, is becoming 

a vanishing art in mir!dle class Hindu house­

hold in new India.• To add to the tragedy of the 

• Complaints like the following (culled from an influential 
Indian newspaper) are becoming very common in new Ind:a: 
"The new generation of Bengalee wives of middle classes is 
t:etting more luxurious than their predecessors. They will not 
cook; they will not wash utensils or clothes-these are the 
work of menials I But their mothers and mothers-in-law did 
11!1 this ...... Now even a clerk of thirty or forty rupees worth 
must provide a cook and at least one servant, otherwi8e his 
"''ife will make his life intolerable ...... With our growing 
poverty we are increasing our artificial necessities. In our 
case, the candle is being burnt at both ends. Her~ is a 
ro~markal:le fact. Five or six decades ago, though our 
mothers and wives did all domestic duties practically without 
the help of servants, they were more healthy and robust than 
•Le present gener&tion of Bangali women; they did not die i:J. 
childbirth or require the services of midwives at accouch· 
lllln' II their ciauehter& and l't&nd·dau,bterl do." 
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situation, the increasing intensity of the struggle 

for existence impels the middle class gentry to 

work harder than ever before, but upon diet far 

less nutritious, and in surroundings far less 

salubrious than what they were accustomed to 

in days gone by. The lea~ned professions are 

getting congested to an appalling extent. Bet­

ween 1901 and I9II, the number of lawyers rose 

fr~m 251,608 to 294,486, and that of physicians 

and surgeons from 521,85 t to 6 I 3,794. The 

congestion is already so great that it would 

probably be no exaggeration to say that not 

more than thirty per cent. make some sort of 

living. There are a few, no doubt, probably not 

more than five or at most ten per cent., espe­

cially in the profession of law who make a huge 

pile. The glamour of their success and the 

extreme paucity of openings for Indian youths 

drive such a large number of them to the 

professions, only to earn a precarious liveli­

hood and end their days as disappointed and 

discontented failures. The annually increasing 

R1Ultitude of penurious candidates for the vari­

oui services show how very crowded they are· 
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becoming.* The services are expanding, no doubt, 

but the expansion can not po&sibly keep pace 

with the expansion of high education, or can at 

best afford mere pittances which, under present 

conJitions, hardly enable the great majority to 

keep body and soul together. The economic pro­

blem has already become acute among the middle 

class gentry in those parts of India where high 

education has made the greatest progress, and 

threatens to develop into a crisis in the near 

future. The "political" dacoities which have of 

late been committed by English educated youths 

are not altogether political, and there can be 

hardly any doubt that they are at least largely 

due to economic causes. 

The Neo-lndian reader will probably ex­

claim: "But such is the case in the West also, 

where high education has spread much more 

largely than in India." It is quite true, that the 

advance which education has made in India 

cannot be compared to the advance it has made 

persou eam living bJ in· 
atruetion rose from '89,955 in 1901, ~ M9,9JZ in 1911, and of 
tboo~e •ho live bylett.en and art.a and aeiencea from 779,65! 
Lo 918,511. 

7 
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in the West. But, in the first place, commerce 

and industry afford openings there which are 

absent in India. Then again, the educated 

Westerners are in a position to exploit the whole 

world, but the educated Indians are not. A good 

many of the \Vestern Powers have colonies, 

dependencies, or" spheres of influence" which 

serve as outlets for the employment of those who 

cannot find anything to do at home. Any one 

who may lay any claim to Occidental descent is 

free to enter India and "develop" her resources 

as he likes. But stringent regulations restrict the 

admission of the Indian even into British colo­

nies. Even in his own country, there are large 

departments of the State service which are abso­

lutely closed to him. There are others, entry 

into the higher grades of which, though theoreti­

cally open, is practically barred. In 1913, there 

were 1294 Indian Civil Servants of whom only 

56 were Indians, that is about d per cent. It 

appears, that in 1912, in the Indian Educational 

Service there were 211 appointments of which 

·only 3 were held by Indians, and that since 1897, 

only two members of the Provincial Educational 
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Service had been promoted to the Indian Educa· 

tional Service. Yet the Indian Educational Ser­

vice is the one Service which the Indian who has 

received high education, not unoften completed 

in England, may not unreasonably aspire to 

enter. The high hopes engendered by Burke, 

Mill and Bright, and by the Western shibboleths 

of" Liberty, equality, and fraternity" he finds 

after a time to be delusive, and he is heart­

broken. 

What with the severe strain of passing Uni­

versity Examinations, and the still more severe 

strain of finding out a career, the unhygienic 

surroundings of urban life, the stringency of the 

vastly increased struggle for existence, the aver .. 

age Neo-Indian becomes a physical and a men­

tal wreck. "A healthy mind in a healthy body" 

is rare in new India. With a view to arrest the 

physical degeneration of the Parsis, an honorary 

staff of Ji doctors including 8lady doctors, under 

the auspices of the Zoroastrian conference lately 

examined a large number of school children. 

The result of the examination of 1265 children 

showed that there were 194 cases of enlarged 
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spleen, the effect of malaria, while there were 

391 cases of defective eyesight. The proportion 

of children suffering from eu, throat and nose 

diseases is very large, being about so per cent., 

but the percentage of children with bad teeth is 

the largest, some 896 being found suffering from 

such teeth. This is in the case of a community, in 

which Western Education has made the ,:treatest 

advance, among men as well as women, and 

which is materially better off than any other 

community. I have but little doubt that an ex­

amination of the children of other classes, even 

when they are well-to-do, in new India would 

reveal similar results. 

It may be observed incidentally, that it is 

very difficult to reconcile this fact with the ac­

cepted creed of the social reformers of new 

India, for among these classes the evils they 

complain of, such as child marriage and caste 

restrictions, which are supposed to be prejudicial 

to the well-being of our people have to a great 

extent disappeared. 

The catalogue of ailments instead of being 

abridged expands with age. Hardy vigorous 
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young men of nerve, muscle an-i stamina, and 

hearty old men are as rare in new India as they 

were common in old India. Neurosis, dyspepsia 

diabetes, tuberculocis, and weakness of the 

heart, are the special cCJmplaints of new India; 

and they are all complaints which are attribut­

able to worry, anxiety, overwork, unsuitable 

food, and urban life. "An educated youth in 

India, instead of being in a better position to 

maintain his health by virtue of his knowledge 

and education, bre .• ks down far too earl.v and 

does not enjoy life even to that extent which an 

ordinary illiterate workman does. Those who 

have made a special study of the subject are of 

opinion that more than so per cent of our educa­

ted y 1uths are potentially terberculous and die 

before their time. Others, who escape, contract 

diabetes before they are forty, and are carried 

off before they are sixty."* With shattered 
nerves, impaired digestion, and weak heart, with 

hopes raised only to be balked, and aspirations 

created only to be ~;mothered, with incomes which 

• Lieut ..COl. X:ant.a PraAd, Heo.ltla Gild Morto.litr camo•g•t 
EdMCattod Indio. 'lilt, p. '-
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even where high, hardly enable him tC> meet both 

ends meet, discontented, disappointed, disaffec­

ted, miserable, the recipient of high education 

in those parts of India where it has made the 

greatest progress, is generally sucked into the 

outwardly attractive, vast whirlpool of Western 

Civilization only to be drowned. 



CHAPTER IV. 

TECHNiCAL EDUCATION AND THE ECONOMIC PROBLEM. 

When the writer published a pamphlet in 1886"" 

advocating the establishment of Technological 

Institutes and the partial substitution of higher 

scientific and Technical Education for-the almost 

exclusively literary educa t ioa which then ob· 

tained in our Coll~ges the response he met with 

was not at all adequate to the importance of 

the subject. The professions and the services 

had not yet become too congested to absorb the 

great majority of the graduates and undergradu­

ates turned out by the Universities. Since then, 

however, especially within the last decade, both 

the government and the poeple have waked up 

to a sense of the gravity of our economic situa· 

• Scifntijic and Technical Educatiofl ifl Bengal reprint­
ed in Euat• GJid !Acture1 011 the /ndrutrial DetN!lopntellt of 
J.,dia ud otlln J,.dia• IIUbjecta. 
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tion, and there are springing up varions institu­

tions for scientific research· and for technical 

education maintained by the state and by the 

munificence of public-spirited individuals. Scores 

of our youngmen are also annually going to 

Europe, America and Japan for technical train­

ing. 

The result so far has been far from satisfac­

tory, and, in respect of employment, the recipients 

of technical education are not much better off 

than the recipients of ordinary high education . 

. The condition of those who have been trained 

abroad in Europe and America is especially 

pitiable, in that their style of living has become 

more expensive, approximating as it does to the 

Western standard. There are but few large in­

dustries in the hands of the Indians which can 

absorb them; and the Europeans who mostly 

own them naturally prefer their own kith and 

kin. The most disconcerting feature of the situ­

ation is, that there does not appear to be any 

prospect of indigenous industrial enterprise ever 

attaining anything like the magnitude of such 

enterprise in the West. Perhaps, it is too early 
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yet to judge of the results of a movement which 

began in right e<~rnest not more than a decade 

ago. But I am constrained to sound a note of 

warning and to try to dispel an illusion, all the 

more, because of the share, however humble, I 

have had in the Technical Education movement, 

and because, I ccnfess, I have been under the 

illusion myself. 

The illusion is, that with the progress of 

' technical education and with persistant endea­

vour, India will gradually become studded with 

factories after the manner of the :fl.:mrishing 

countries of Europe owned and! managed by 

Indians. That such a consummation, even if 

desirable, is not practicable is shown by the 

following considerations. 

First. Want of Capital. One of the essential 

conditions of industrial development on modern 

methods is capital. Concentration of capital is the 

most striking feature of Western industry. The 

introduction of Ia bour-sa ving machinery has 

effected a revolution in the industrial world. The 

success of an industry now depends upon the 

scale and the quality of machinery used in it. No 
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industry on a small scale can be sufficiently re­

munerative under present conditions. The more 

gigantic the operations and the more extensive 

the employment of machinery, or in other words, 

the larger the capital, the more assured will the 

success of an industry be. And there are some 

industries like cotton manufacture, iron smeft­

ing, &c, which can not even be started success­

fully without a large capitaL The competition 

in them is so keen, and the margin of profit so 

small, that they cannot be remunerative unless 

they are run on an enormous scale with the most 

improved machinery and on the most approved 

methods. This is much to be regretted. Capi­

talism, which leads to Mammonism, is probably 

the greatest curse of modern civilisation, and 

the western philosopl-ers have not been slow to 

condemn its manifest and manifold evils, though 

being born and bred in their midst they do not 

see them quite so plainly as we Asiatics do from 

a distance. But all the same, capitalism is in­

creasing at a tremendously rapid pace just like 

its associate, militarism, the evils of which are 

quite as plain and as vehemently denounced. 
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This fact, then, the necessity of large capital, 
' must be impressed upon the enterprising youth 

of India. We can hardly realise without strain­

ing our imagination the gigantic industrial in­

vestments of the West. It would probably be 

no exaggeration to say, that the hoarded wealth 

of all the wealthy · potentates of H industhan 

would barely make up the capital employed by 

a single great Trust of America. 

India is no longer the " Pagoda tree" she was 

once considered to be. But she is still credited 

with a vast amount of hoarded wealth which the 

Indians are constantly blamed t.y Europeans for 

not utilising for industrial purposes. A high 

authority estimated it sometime back at three 

hundred millions. Assuming this estim:.~te to be 

correct, and assuming the whole of it to be avail­

able for industrial investments, it would still be 

less than a sixth of the amount invested in manu­

facturing industries alone in the Uuited States of 

America.• But a little consideration will show 

• The capital employed in the manufacturing industrie1 
of the United State1 in 1900 was, in round figures, about 
£2,000,000,000. 
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that only a small fraction of this reputed hoard can 

be available for such investments. There is in 

India a pop~lation of some 315,ooo,ooo souls, in­

cluding the Native States which presumably have 

had their share oft he hoards. At least half of this 

number, the poorer proletariat, are destitute of 

savings of any description, nearly a fifth at 

least of the population, according to the estimate 

of Sir William Hunter, living on the brink of 

starvation. Of the other half, all but two milli­

ons,* that is about 1 ss,soo,ooo, consisting of the 

higher class proletariat and the poor middle class 

may not unreasonably be credited with five­

sixths of the hoard which would give them an 

average of £1-12s., Rs. 24, per head, or Rs. 120 

for a family of five. Certainly not an extra­

vagant amount for the ornaments of the women­

folk, which in lnJia, besides· being a social 

necessity, serve also as provision for a rainy day. 

• The number of income-tax assessees with annual income 
of Rs. 1,000 and above of British India amounted only to 
277,822, including Europeans. Agricultural incomes are 
exempted from income-tax. Including such incomes, two 
millions of people with annual incomes of Rs. 1.000 and above 
for the whole of India (with Native States) is likely to be 
rather an over estimate. 
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Not much can be reasonably expected out of this 

amount for industrial development on a large 

scale. 

The balance, £so,oon,ooo, of the supposed 

hoard may be equally divided between two very 

unequal section, of the community which com­

prise the remaining two millions of our popula­

tion-the upper middle class and the aristocracy. 

The numerical strength of the former composed 

of the smaller chiefs and landholders, the higher 

class serv.mts of the shte and of private firms, 

the thriving professional men, merchants &c., 

may be put down at 1,990,000, which would give 

them an average of £12-IOs. per head, or about 

Rs. r,ooo for a family of five. The greater por­

tion of this amount has, I hlVe but little doubt, 

been used up in ornaments, which it has long 

been customary in India for fathers of this class 

give to their daughters on the occasion of their 

marriage, and which are prized by Indian ladies 

not only for the gratification of the feminine 

weakness for show (of which they have their 

share) but also as a stand-by for evil times, or­

naments being pledged with money-lenders 
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just as watches, chains, and clothes are in the 

West. The remaining 10,000 of the population, 

whom we have supposed responsible for a 

moiety of the balance, that is £23,000,000 com­

prises the wealthier chiefs, zamindars, bankers 

and merchants. The predilection for show is 

much more pronounced in this than in any other 

section of the community, and it is doubtful if 

it will ever be so deeply permeated by the in­

fluence of occidental Industrialism, and by a 

conviction of the paramount necessity of indi­

genous industrial development as to invest any 

considerable portion of the wealth locked up 

in cash or ornaments and various other articles 

of gold and silver in industrial and commercial 

concerns. Even, if by any revolution in their 

deep-rooted ideas, habits, and customs-not at 

all a likely contingency-they resolved to set 

. all their hoards free for industrial ventures, 

they would go but a very small way to build up 

an industrial fabric such as has been raised even 

by the poorest country of the West. 

The figures I have given above are all entirely 

conjectural, but they are based upon experience 
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.derived from close contact with all sections 

<>f our people in various parts of India and 

Burma. They would, the writer trusts, dissipate 

the wrong notion of the enormous possibilities 

·of the hoarded wealth of India, and show how 

baseless are the hopes raised thereon. So immense 

is the economic disparity between India and the 

nations who exploit her, that it is absolutely im­

possible for her to compete with them success­

fully in the sphere of industry. Sir Robert Giffen 

in his address to the British Association in 1903 

observed: 

" How vast must be the economic gulf sepa­

ratin~ the people of the United Kingdom and the 

self-governing Colonies from India and the parts 

of the empire occupied by subject races, when 

we find that forty-two nillions of people in the 

United Kingdom consume in food and drink 

alone an amount equal to the whole income of 

three hundred millions of people in India." 

The highest official estimate which has been 

made of the annual average income per head of 

an Indian does not exceed £:, whereas the 

average annual income per head of the population 
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of Great Britain is not less than £.t21 In the 

Titanic War which is now raging in Europe, 

England alone is spending in a month more than 

the total Annual revenue of India I The daily 

war bill of the belligerent powers is estimated 

to be not less. than £,0,000,1100, half of the total 

annual land revenue flf Jndi.1. In the f:~ce of 

such monumental poverty, it w')uld be fut'le to 

expect India to vanquish her adversaries in in­

dustrial warfare. In a country where capital is 

so scarce that an interest of nine to fifteen per 

cent is ths usual return for the safest possible 

investment, is it any wonder that it should not be 

forthcoming for enterprises which are attenjed 

with so much risk that fully hcilf of them f,dl to 

yield any return where not attended with 

positive loss, and the other half barely pay a 

dividend of five per cent in the average? Yet 

even the ·remote prospect of such a dividend, 

and that too in distant countries would be 

enough to tempt Western millionaires and multi­

millionaires, so overburdened are they with capi­

tal, and so strongly are they impelled by a 

burning desire to augment it. 
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Stcondlv. \Vide as is the economic gulf be­

tween India and the nations that exploit her 

industrially, there are cogent reasons to con­

clude, that the gulf has been annually becoming 

wider and wider during the last century. I shall 

on this point cite the testimony of high officials 

of the Government as they are not likely to be 

biased by Indian prepossessions. 

Mr. Montgomery Martin writing in- 1838 at a 

time when the drain* was considerably less than 

what it is now, says: 

•• The annual drain of £J,ooo,ooo on British 

India has amounted in thirty years at 12 percent, 

the usual Indian rate, compound interest, to the 

enormous sum of £ 723,900,000 sterling I So 

constant and accumulating a drain, even in 

England, would soon impoverish her. How 

severe, then, must be its effects on Iodia where 

the wages of a labourer is from two pence to 

three pence a day ": 
Mr. Frederick John Shore of the Bengal Civil Service 

Yriting in 1837 aara: " The English Government haa effected 

• TIIJI Butorr, .A.~ttiqvitiu, TopograpAr aftd Stati&tic1 of 
Ea1Un1 /a4ia, bJ K. Karlin (London, 1838) Vol I lntro. 
cluciion p. ll. 

8 
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the impoverishment of the country and people to an extent 
almost unparalleled." 1\lr. Saville Marriot, who was for 
sometime one of the Commissioners of Reveoue in the Deccan 
and afterwards a member of Council, says speaking of the 
drain about 1845 when it was considerably less than it is now: 
"It will be difficult to satisfy the mind that any country could 
bear such a drain upon its resources without sustaining any 
serious injury. ;And the writer (Mr. Marriot] entertains the 
fullest conviction that investigation would effectually estab­
lish the truth of the proposition as applicable to India. He 
has himself most painfully witnessed it in those parts of the 
country with which he was connected, and he has every 
reason to believe, that the same evil exists, with but slight 
modification, throughout our eastern empire." Again:" Most 
of the evils of our rule in India arise directly from, or may be 
traced to, the. heavy tribute which that country pays to 
England."* · 

"It must be remembered" says Sir G, Campbell "that we 
give neither our services nor our capital for nothing. M"ch 
of this is paid for by remittances to Empire. The public 
remittances are now £16,000,009 per annum, and it is estimat· 
ed that the private remittances would be almost as much 
more if the flow of British capital to India were stopped, and 
the transactions showed only sums received in England. As 
it is, tLe continual addition of fresh capital invested in India 
about balances. The private remittances, and the balance of 
trade show only about the same amount as the public draw­
ings, to be depleted from India-tha• is, about £16,900,000 per 
annum. This is what is sometimes called the "tribute" paid 
to England. Well, it is not tribute, but it is paid for civil and 
military services, loans, railways, industrial investments, and 

· all the rest; and the result is that a large pad of the 
increased production is not retained by the Indian peasant."• 

., 

• The British Empire, p. 70. 
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If to this drain due to Home Charges, etc., we 

add the equally, if not still more exhausting 

drain which we have referred to in the last 

chapter, the conclusion that India is getting 

poorer becomes irresistible ; and this conclusion 

is confirmed by the increasing frequency of 

famines, increasing mortality, etc.* It could not 

be otherwise, as of the two sources of our 

wealth, agriculture is practically stationery and 

other industries are either extinct or decadent. 

Thirdly. India can never expect to adopt the 

methods of spoliation and exploitation which 

have added to the wealth of her industrial rivals, 

even if she be ever disposed to do so. She 

refrained from having recourse to such methods 

even when she had the power to do so.t Her 

• The death-rate for the whole of British India increased 

from 29'6 per 1,000 of population to 3% during the decade 1901 

io 191\. The following figures show the death-rata between 

1880, and 1891: 1880, 20·98; 1881, U·OS; 1882, 23·93; 1883, 

!3•17; 188,, 16"'"; 1885, 26•12; 1886, 25·3·; 1887, 28·35; 1888, 

!!SH; 188i, !7"98; 1890, 29·99; 1891, 28·09. The increase is all 

the more significant, as during the decade 1883 to 1892, there 

were no cases of widespread failure of crops. 

t £pocA• of f'it'ilization, pp. %07-208. 
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latest commercial rivals have been Germany and 

Japan, and they have both adopted 

......... " The simple plan 

That they should take who have the power, 

And they should keep who can." 

The Ger"mans are· represented by Cramb* as 

asking-" .<\re· we to acquiesce in England's 

possession of one-fifth of the globe, with no title­

deeds, no claim, except priority in robbery?" 

The Neo-Indian often points to the recent 

wonderful industrial transformation of Japan 

which has enabled her to capture the market 

which Germany owing to the War has lost in 

India, and asks why should not India be similarly 

transformed? But he forgets the impetus which 

the acquisition of Formosa, the southern half of 

Saghalien, and of Korea, and the military 

authority and political influence which she has 

established in Manchuria, have given to her 

industrial development. lt may be safely pre­

dicted, that these unrighteous methods of 

Imperial expansion will ultimately' land her in 

ruin, and her lot is by no means to be envied. 

• German11 and England, p. 105. 
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But for the present, there can be no doubt that 

thev have largely contributed to her industrial 

and commercial prosperity. 

Fourthly. The political condition of India is 

such that her Government can do but little to 

help the development of indigenous enterprises 

though now it is strongly actuated· by a sincere 

desire to do so. "In the great industrial conflict 

of the world,'' says Sir H. J. S. Cotton, "England 

is engaged in a life struggle against American 

and continental competition, and against com­

petition also with her colonies, and our own 

capitalists are keenly conscious of the fact that 

they are more and more dependent on their success 

in exploiting the vast population and natural 

resources of India. to their own benefit. The 

Government of Lord Curzon has idf'ntified itself 

with this policy; and whatever may be possible 

in other directions of fiscal enterprise, this at 

least is certain, that, having regard to the 

economic revolution through which India has 

passed, no attempt can be made to encourage 

Indian industries, or the investment of Indian 

capital by means of protective legislation with-
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out a complete reversal of British policy and the 

sacrifice of the profits and aspirations of British 

capitalists."* 

One of the essential conditions of modern 

industrial development in its early stage is pro­

tection. It. would be as irrational to demand the 

first attempts by one of the poorest, and so far as 

mechanical progress is concerned, one of the 

most backward peoples of the world to compete 

freely with the wealthiest peoples of the globe 

with a century of mechanical progress at their 

back, as it would be to expect a weak starveling 

to run a race snccessfully with an able-bodied 

athlete .who has had the start of a league. In 

fact, industries require to be nursed, and even 

indulgently treated, just as children have to be; 

and as in the one case, so in the other, free and 

unrestricted competition would result in death. 

In the West, with all its wealth and mechanical 

advancement, protection in some shape or other 

is found in every country except England. Even 

in England, her indnstries had to be protected 

and nurtured f')r a long time before they were 

• ·N.w India (revised edition) pages 112-113. 
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enabled to withstand the competition of the 

world; and as old age is second childhood, the 

adoption of some form of protection may be 

found necessary there in no very remote future 

for successful competition with younger and 

more vigorous rivals. But even should England 

ever have recourse to such a policy at home, it is 

highly improbable that she will ever extend it to 

this country as th.tt would seriously clash with 

her self-interest as it is usually understood. The 

attitude of the Governmeut in this respect was 

made quite clear in 1 8g5, when low cotton duties 

were reimposed. Highly moderate as they are 

they could not be imposed without a countervail­

ing excise on indigenous cotton manufactures of 

such standards as are likely to compete with 

those of ~anchester, and without an as!iurance 

to L<~ncashire that they would be repealed as 

soon as the financial position of India became 

satisfactory. "Though that will not be before 

the Greek Calends." observes Mr. S. S. Thorburn, 

who, like Sir H. J. S. Cotton, occupied a highly 

responsible position under the Government of 

India, in a lecture de-li\·ered hE'fore the Fabian 
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Society sometime ago, "we shall probably a few 

years hence, if not sooner, see strong pressure 

put upon the Secretary of State for India to 

insist once more upon the a~olition of the duti~s. 

If so, there will again be serious risk that the 

interests of India may be subordinated to the 

electioneering manurevring of one or both of the 

parties bidding for power in England." Not 

only is there no possibility of the Government 

ever protecting Indian industries against West­

ern, or at least English, competition, but they are 

even occasionally· hampered to some extent. To 

give an instance from Mr. Thorburn's lecture to 

which 1 have just referred : 

"Some years ago," says Mr. Thorburn "the cotton spinning 
and certain other industries in this country, having discovered 
I suppose, that Indians worked on Sundays, had their conscit>n• 
ces awakened to the habitual desecration of the Sabbath out 
there. It was contended that as Sunday was a holy day in 
England, it should at least be a compulsory holiday for fac­
tory hands in India. The agitation had considerable support. 
In due oourse, the Secretary for India sent a despatch to th& 
Government of India, drawing attention to the sin of Sabbath· 
breaking in India, and calling on him qua factory hands, to 
conform to the rule in England, or give reason for not doing 
eo. Amongst others, I was consulted for and against com­
pulsory closing on Sundays. I suggested, that as Indians 
were mostly Hindus and Mahomedans, and invariably absta-
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ined from work on their own holidays, were Sundays also 
added, it would hardly be worth while to keep factiories open 
at all, aa the working daya in the year would be reduced to 
something like two hundred in all. I hinted-nodoubt india· 
creetly as we should not judge others-that probably the 
cotton spinners of England bad initiated the Sunday closing 
movement for Tndia more from business than from religioua 
or sympathetic motives." 

Even if the Government of India despite British 

political influences, determined to inaugurate a 

policy of protection for Indian industries, it is 

the Europeans who, under existing conditions, 

would mainly take advantage of it, to enlarge · 

the scope of their industrial ventures in India. 

Anri industrial expansion with foreign capital 

and under foreign management would benefit 

the people of India but little, and would go but 

a very small way to solve the highly involved 

and complicated economic problem with which 

they are confronted at the present day. 

F1/thly-The ethical ideals of the Indians are 

adverse to industrial development on a large 

scale in as much as they discourage greed and 

disassociate industry (except agriculture) from 

culture.• It is true that those ideals are being 

• Epochl of Civili,ation, pp. U-16. TAll Root Cause of 
tlw Gnat War, pp. U-15. 



122 ILLUSIONS OF NEW INDIA , 
superseded by Western ideals of material 

development in India, but they still influence 

large sections of our community to a great extent, 

and thus the chief motive impulse which impels 

people to acquire wealth has much less force in 

India than in the West. 

Sixthly-Weak development of industrial 

qualities. The Aryans of northern and western 

Europe were not so favoured by their physical 

environment as their brethern who migrated to 

India. Throughout the last epoch of civilization 

they were engaged in a keen struggle for bare 

existence and were but little above the savage 

level. Their climate and their soil were adverse 

to economic progress,_ and their energies were 

exhau!:.ted in overcoming natural obstacles. 

They had little time left for introspection and 

contemplation. Nature loomed large before 

them because they· had constantly to contend 

against her forces. The effort made by them 

to obtain mastery over her has left its impress 

upon their national character which exhibits 

qualities requisite for sustained action in a 

superlative degree. They are eminently active, 
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energetic, self-reliant, persevering, enterprising 

and resolute. These qualities have greatly help· 

ed them in the development of their civilization 

of which industrialism is the most characteristic 

feature. Wealth being the indispensible condi­

tion of their progress, its acquisition engages 

them in endless commercial and industrial pur­

suits, and nature and man in all quarters of the 

globe have been made to minister to their ever 

increasing wants. 

Just as the physical environment of the North­

West of Europe has favoured the development 

of combativeness and activity, so the physical 

environment of India has favoured the develop­

ment of peacefulness and quietism. The Indo­

Aryans, as they spread from the Punjab along 

the valley of the Ganges, must have found the 

struggle for existence a comparatively easy one. 

A fertile soil, with but little attention, yielded 

them abund.tnt harvests. Edible fruits, roots, 

and herbs were plentiful in a wild state ; so 

much so, that one, if he was so minded, could 

live upon them. The heat of the climate 

rendered much clothing unnecessary, if not 
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actually unpleasant during the greater portion 

of the year. The shelter of a tree or of a rude 

hut was'often sufficient, sometimes highly pleas­

ant, more so than the shelter of a brick or stone­

built house. The animal wants of their nature 

being thus easily satisfied, the Hindu early 

began to devote his attention to spiritual culture, 

to the great problems of life and death. All 

nature conspired to make him thoughtful, ideal­

istic, and inactive (according to the western 

standard of activity). His virtpes a~ well as his 

vices are characterised by passivity. He is a 

model of patience and peacefulness·. When he 

persecutes, he persecutes indirectly and passively, 

rather than directly and actively. His worst 

form of persecution is excommunication, which 

means, that he will not eat, drink, or have any 

other social connection with the party excommu­

nicated. He has far more of the gentler qualities 

developed by a spiritual and quietistic disposition 

but far less of the industrial and militant 

qualities of the European. 

The influence of the British rule has been not 

to counteract but rather to aid and strengthen the 
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action of the physical cam,es, which, as we have 

just seen, has been prejudicial to the develop­

ment of industrial qualities. Self-reliance is one 

of the most important of these qualities. But the 

Indian has much less of it now than his forbears 

even in the early days of the British rule. A 

paternal Government treats him llS if he were 

a child, and treated as such it is no wonder that 

he often remains one. If a man, though healthy, 

be repeatedly told that he is not, at least be 

treated as such, ten to one he will come in time 

to believe that there 1s really something wrong 

with him. Even so, the Indian systematically 

treated as if were unfit, is apt to lose his faith 

in his capacity. The circumstances under which 

he is placed tend to make him morbidly timid 

and difli::ient. As is well-observf"d by Major 

Evans Bell," the natives of India, of every caste, 

and creed are men of like powers and passions 

with ourselves; and in obedience to the universal 

law-as true in social science as in physiology 

-the healthy development of their civilization 

cannot proceed without space and range for the 

exercise of all their faculties. Too much cons-
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traint, too much assistance, however benevolently 

intended, will but distort the phenomena of 

progress, disturb its steady course, and drive 

the streams into dangerous channel."* 

New India has become so very invertebrate 

and imbecile, ·that it constantly invokes the 

help of Government even in matters like indus­

trial development in which a Government, 

especially an alien government, can do but little 

permanent good, oblivious of the obvious sociolo­

gical fact, that a nation has to work out its own 

salvation, and that for progress to be abiding, 

the impulse must come from within. In the 

words of Herbert Spencer-
" Considering the State-agency as though it were something 

more fihan a mere cluster of men (a few clever, many ordin· 
ary, and some decidedly stupid), we ascribe to it marvellous 
powers of doing multitudinous things which men otherwise 
clustered are unable to do. We petition it to procure for us 
.in some way which we do not douM it can find, benefits of all 
orders ; and pray it with unfaltering faith to secure us from 
every fresh evil. Time after time our hopes are balked. The 
good is no1; obtained, or some thing bad comes with it ; iihe 
evil is not cured, or some other evil as great or greater is 
produced. Our jouruals, daily and weekly, general and local, 
perpetually find failures to dilate upon; now blaming and 
now ridiculing first this department and then that, and yet, 

• Retrospect• and Prospects of Indian Policy, p. 
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though the rectification of blunders, administrative and legis· 
lative, is a main part of public business, though the time of the 
Legislature is cbiefiy oecupied in amending and again amen· 
ding, until after the many mischiefs implied by these need• 
for amendments, there often comes at last repeal ; yet from 
day to day, increasing numbers of wishes are expressed for 
le!!al repressions and etate management. After endless 
Gomments on the confusion and apathy and delay of Govern· 
ment offices other Government cffices are advocated. After 
ceaseless ridicule of red-tape, the petition is for more red­
tape. Daily we castigate the political idol with a hundred 
pens, and daily pray to it with a thousand tongues." 

This is what the greatest British thinker says 

in regard to the British Government in Britain-a 

Government which has been slowly evolved in 

course of centuries and which is strictly national 

being officered entirely by Britons who are sup­

posed to be in complete touch with the senti­

ments, ideals and aspirations of the people. I 

need baldly point out that the observations apply 

with hundredfold emphasis to our case. 

Seventhly. The lateness of the Technical Edu­

cation Movement. If this movement had com­

menced even three decades ago when I pleaded 

for it, there would have been a greater chance of 

success. \Vithin that time, the \Vesterners and 

the Japanese have gone so far ahead of us indus­

trially, and have been so firmly establishing 
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themselves in the markets of India that it has 

been yearly becoming more and more difficult 

for our countrymen to compete with them on 

equal terms. This difficulty is considerably en­

hanced by the fact, that the young men who 

receive technical education do not enjoy the 

opportunities which the Westerners have of com­

pleting it by practical training in large works. 

Eighthly. Inadequate commercial. training es­

pecially in Bengal. Service and profession (es­

pecially the legal profession) having hitherto 

been the goal of the ambition of our young mea, 

even of those who belong to the commercial 

castes, there is a great dearth of business men in 

the educated community, which either from 

patriotic motive or in consequence of economic 

pressure has of late begun to betake to indus­

trial ventures on Western methods. We often 

have, as a result, men devoid of commercial 

training and experience managing concerns the 

success of which depends largely upon such 

training and experience. 

Some one or other of the causes mentioned 

above, or several or all of them combined account 
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for the dearth of indigenous enterprise and for 

the failure of a large number of recent industrial 

ventures. The number of jo~nt·stock companies 

in British India and the Mysore state, in whose 

hands lie nearly all our large industries, increas· 

edl from 886 in 1886 to 2,304 in 19H, and th'e 

paid-up capital during that period rose from 

Rs. 21,38,04,420 toRs. 64,04,96,826. I doubt if even 

a quarter of this capital can be credited to Indian 

shareholders. With the exception of the cotton­

industry of the Bombay Presidency and of the 

recently-started iron industry at Sakchi the 

growth of all the other large industries is due 

almost entirely to Western enterprise. Between 

1881 and 1911, the output of cod rose from 

J ,015,210 tons to 6,635,727 tons, and that of petrole­

um between 1895 and I9U, from about thirteen 

million gallons to nearly two hundred twenty-six 

million gallons. Between 1880 and 1908, the 

number of jute mills rose from 22 to so, of paper 

mills from I to 8, of sugar factories from 8 to 23 

and of woollen mills from 2 to 6. Indigenous 

enterprise has had but little to do with this ex­

pansion of Indian industries. And when one 
9 



130 ILLUSIONS OF NEW INDIA 

ponders the formidable difficulties mentioned 

above, this would be no matter for surprise. In­

digenous enterprise has had to content itself 

chiefly with such small ventures as perfumery, 

scented oils, syrups, hosiery, soap, patent medi­

cines, pencil.s, steel trunks, cigarettes, biscuits 

etc. The utility of several of them is highly 

problematical, and several others may not un­

reasonably be relegated to the category of futili­

ties or superfluities. There is not much to choose 

between some of them and imported articles of 

a similar character, especially when we consi­

der that they are largely made up of foreign 

ingredients. They equally eat into our reserve 

which should go towards the production of more 

substantial things, things which we cannot ab­

solutely do without, and it would probably be 

no exaggeration to say that, under existing con­

ditions, Swadeshism of this description is an eco­

nomic blunder and a social menace. 

Our people have been reduced to such a pass 

that the help of the Government is constantly 

invoked in the press and on the platform to 

resuscitate our decadent industries by pioneering 
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the more promising among them. It is like the 

delusion of a drowning man who catches at a 

straw to save himself. Agriculture is the largest 

industry of the country and Government has 

been pioneering it for over three decades through 

a large number of demonstration and experi­

mental farms. There are fairly well-manned 

departments of agriculture, imperial and local, 

with chemical, entomological, mycological, bac­

teriologicai and various other experts. Govern­

ment has also in a sense been pioneering another 

important branch of industry, mining, through 

its Geological Survey Department. But what­

ever benefit there has been from this pioneering 

has been derived chiefly by Westerners not by 

Indians, because the former are more enterprising, 

which is mainly due to the fact of their being 

immensely wealthier. The only industry in which 

Indians have made a mark is the cotton industry 

of the Bombay Presidency; and that industry 

was developed without any help whatever from 

Government long before the days of Direct1rs of 

Industries and other high functionaries watching_ 

over the industrial development of India. 
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Want of adequate capital is the most for­

midable obstacle in the way of the industrial 

development of India on modern lines. The 

recent collapse of a multitude of Swadeshi ven­

tures is primarily attributable to this cause. As 

I am writing ~his, I find the following paragraph 

in one of ,the most influential Indian newspapers 

(the Amrita Bazar Patrika) : 

"While inspecting the comb factory at Jes­

sore, Lord Carmichael was pleased to express 

his highest satisfaction at the beautiful articles 

turned out by that factory. His Excellency went 

so far as to declare that he and Lady Carmichael 

dailv use combs manufactured there. But is His 

Excellency aware that for only a lakh of rupees 

it is languishing and not showing any progress?" 

This is what the manager of the factory, an 

Indian gentleman who has received his techni­

cal training abroad writes, to the paper:-

"I need hardly impress upon you the neces· 

sity of keeping such an institution going. The 

dressing combs manufactured by us have found 

their way into the remotest corners of India and 

outside so far as Australia, New Zealand, Burma 
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and Ceylon. For want of stock, or in other words, 

for want of proper funds, we cannot supply the 

orders that are pouring in from all sides. If we 

get only a l~kh of rupees just now, we can take 

up the manufacture of celluloid sufficient to meet 

our own demands." 

"Is it asking of the Government of Bengal 

too much," urges the Patrika, to "accommodate 

the factory with a _loan of a lakh which can be 

recovered from it in due course? !\lay we also 

appeal to our wealthy classes to invest their 

money in this industry? b Iced, the factory has 

great possibilities before it: and it will be some­

thing like a calamity if it be allowed to collapse 

for want of funds." 

Here is an apparently flourishing industry, 

in the enjoyment of the patronage of His Excel­

lency the Governor of Bengal languishing for 

want of a lakh of rupees I and the help of the 

Government has to be invoked for it I Cases 

like this could be largely multiplied from my 

own exverience. They illustrate to what a con­

dition of utter imbecility our pl"ople have been 

reduced. 
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There is not the remotest chance of India ever 

becoming an industrial country in the modern 

sense. Nor is it desirable. I have elsewhere 

dealt with the incalculable mischief which In­

dustrialism has done and is doing in the West.* 

Militarism, endless conflict between capital and 

labour, substitution of urban for rural life and 

the consequent demoralisation of the people 

working in mills and factories (who in not a few 

cases are little better than slaves) and the spolia­

tion of the weaker peoples of the world are some 

of the numerous evils for which Western Indus­

trialism is responsible . 

. India had an almost ideal industrial organisa­

tion which until a century ago enabled her to 

maintain her industrial supremacy. Traces ef it 

may still be seen in outlying parts which have 

not yet been invaded by Western Civilization, 

and there are villages for which the following 

picture drawn by Sir George Birdwood would 

still be true to life : 
"Outside the entrance of the single village street, on an 

exposed rise of ground, the hereditary potter sits by his wheel 

• Epochlt of Civilization, pp. 300-313 ; The Root C11u1e of 
the Great War, pp. 31-36. Et~av• and Lecture~, Chapter V. 
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moulding the swift revolving clay by the natural curves of 
hie banda. At the back of the houses, which form the low 
irregular street, there are two or three looms at work in blue, 
and scarlet and gold, the frames hanging between the acacia 
trees, the yellow flowers of which drop fast on the webs as 
they are being woven. In the street the bran and copper· 
emitha are hammering away at their pots and pans, and 
further down, in the verandah of the rich man's house, is the 
jeweller working rupees and gold mohars into fair jewellery, 
gold and silver earrings, and round tires like the moon, bra· 
-eelets, and chaplets, and nose-rings, and tinkling ornaments for 
the feet, takjng his designs from the fruits and flowers around 
him, or from the traditional forms represented in the paintings 
•nd carvings of the great temple, which rises over the groves 
of mangoes and palms at the end of the street above the lotus­
covered village tank. At half past three or four in the after­
noon the whole street is li~rhted up by the moving robes of the 
women going down to draw water from tank; each with two 
~r three water jars on her bead; and so while they are going 
and returning in single file, the scene glowa like Titian's 
canvas, and moves like the stately procession of the Para the· 
naic frieze. Later, the men drive in the mild grey kine from 
\he moaning plain, the looms are folded up, the coppersmiths 
are silent, the eldus gather in the gate, the lights begin to 
glim1ut1r in the fast-falling darkness, the feaating and the 
music are heard on every side, and late into the night *he 
eon~t• are sung from the Ramayana or Mahabharata. The next 
morning with aunrise, after the simple ablutions ond adora· 
tions perfvrmed in the open air before the houses, the aame 
day begina again. This is the daily life going on all over 
Western India in the village communities of the Dekban, 
among a p<!Ople _happy in their simple manners and frugal 
way of life, and in the culture derived from the grand epics 
of the religion in which they live, and move, and have their 
daily being, and in which the highest expression of their liter-
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ature, art and civilization has been stereotyped for three 
thousand years." 

Alas I idyllic life of this description is pass­
sing away. We may sigh for it, but, under pre­
sent conditions, it is impossible to restore it in 
its entirity. As Sir George Birdwood himself 
observes: 

"But of late years these handicraftsmen for the sake of 
whose works the whole world has been ceaselessly pouring 
its bullion for three thousand years into India, and who for 
all the marvellous tissue and embroidery they have wrought 
have polluted no rivers, deformed no pleasing prospects, nor 
poisoned any air; whose skill and individuality the training of 
countless generations has developed to the highest perfection, 
these hereditary craftsmen are being everywhere gathered 
from their democratic village communities in hundreds and 
thousands into the colossal mills of Bombay, to drudge in 
gangs for tempting wages, at manufacturing piece-goods in 
competition with Manchester, in the production of which 
they are no more intellectually and morally concerned than 
the grinder of the barrel-organ in the tunes turned out from 
it." 

To a certain extent, this is inevitable. If 

it were possible to revive our industries entire­

ly on the old methods, I would be the last man 

to advocate technical education on modern lines 

as I have done for the last three decades. It 

would however· be as reasonable to expect our 

weavers and our smelters with the handloom 

and the primitive furnace alone to compete 
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successfully with the cotton manufacturers and 

iron-smelters of the West, under existing con­

ditions, as it would be to expect people armed 

only with muzzle-loaders to successfully defend 

themselves against enemies &rmed with nothing 

less destructive than long-range, quickfiring 

rifles. In regard to Art industries, such as paint­

ing, architecture, embroidery, wood and ivory 

carving, damascene work, etc., our artisans have 

but little to learn from the West. In fact, apish 

imitation of Western styles has hitherto served 

only to vulgarise our artistic tastes. But so far as 

such industries as cotton-manufacture, smelting 

and manufacture of metah like iron, copper and 

tin, and mining coal, gold, etc., are concerned, 

though something may be done by improved 

manual methods, they must to a large extent be 

supplemented by labour-savmg machinery and 

appliances. This may be called the Positive 

:\tethod of regenerating our decaying industries. 

Technical education on \Vestern lines is indis­

pensible for this method. But fuch education is 

valueless unless industries spring up to absorb 

the men who receive it. We have, however, seen 
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how formidable a difficulty scarcity of capital is 

in the way of indigenous enterprist". 

So far as I can see this difficulty can be over­

come only by setting our face against the so­

called "rise" in the standard of living after the 

European fas.hion. I shall call this the Negative 

Method of regenerating our industries. The 

adoption of this method would serve a double 

purpose. It would by saving annually the thirty­

five crores or so at present spent upon imported 

articles furnish the capital for indigenous 

ventures, and would, at the same time, save a 

good number of our industries from extinction. 

The two methods must work hand in hand; one 

would be quite ineffective without the other. 

The agriculturist and the craftsman will never 

be able to improve agriculture and craft if their 

resources be frittered away, upon brummagem 

fineries and shoddy superfluities, instead of 

being husbanded for cultivation and improved 

appliances. Industries can not be developed on 

t~e positive method without large capital, and 

capital will not accumulate if it be wasted upon 

things which contribute neither to physical nor to 
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moral efficiency. Modern Western culture with 

its highly developed system of scientific and 

technical education is as indispensible for the 

positive method, as ancient Hindu culture with 

its high ethical and spiritual ideals is for the 

negative method. In fact, just as the harmonious 

movement of a star is effected by the centrifugal 

and centripetal forces acting upon it, su the 

restoration of the harmony of our social organis­

ation would depend upon the proper balancing 

of the forces of Western culture and Hindu 

culture which are acting upon it now in opposite 

directions. 

I am fully alive to the difficulties of putting 

the negative method into practice. But I am not 

sure if they are more serious than those which 

beset the path of the positive method. Indeed, 

from my experience of indigenous ventures, 

especially on this side of India, during the last 

thirty years, I do not know if it would not be 

easier to check the phenomenal expansion of our 

textile requirements by reverting to the 

indigenous standard of decency and comfort 

than to extend the cotton-mill industry to cope 
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with the perpetually increasing demand created 

by the exotic standard; to restrict our tinctorial 

requirements to indigenous dyes than to start 

factories for coaltar dyes; to go back to the days 

of gur and coarse sugar, and 'of slipper and 

sandals than to start large sugar factories and 

tanneries; to be satisfied1with our metal plates and 

vessels than to develop China and glass works; 

to check the growing rage for socks and stock· 

ings, than to start hosiery factories. All that is 

needed is, that we should be guided by the ideals 

of our ancient culture. The maintenance of the 

supremacy of that culture is the essential pre· 

requisite of the success of the !'legative Method. 

The industrial future of India depends entirely 

upon ourselves. Government can do but little. 

Instead of giving vent to futile whining com· 

plaints about the threatened flood of foreign 

imports from Japan or any other country, and 

catching at straws to save himself, it would be 

much better and much more manly for the drown· 

ing Indian to exert himself and strive his utmost 

to reach the high and firm ethical ground of his 

ancestors. Once there, he can serenely contem· 
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plate the idle beating of the foaming flood, and 

take such steps as would effectively stay its 

encroachment and prevent its ravages in future. 



CHAPTER V. 

THF: ILLUSION OF ETHICAL PROGRESS. 

The Neo-Indian reader who has had the 

patience to follow me so far will probably 

exclaim, "But look at the social and moral 

regeneration which has been effected by the 

Western environment, especially by Western 

education. In new ~ndia, deeprooted prejudices 

and superstitions are becoming obsolescent, the 

adamantine bonds of caste have been loosened, 

women are being emancipated, such evil customs, 

as early marriage and prohibition of widow­

marriage are being done away with, and the idea 

of equality is spreading far and wide." 

One of the illusions of the present age which 

new India shares with the Western World is, 

that vast moral blessings flow from the diffusion 

of education as commonly understood. There 

have been thoughtful men in the ·west who have 
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tried to dispel this illus.ion, but their efforts so 

far have been unavailing. The observations of 

Herbert Spencer on this point are so very 

apposite that hardly any explanation is needed 

to quote them in full. 

"We have no evidence that education as commonly under~ 
stood is a preventive of crime. Those perpetually reiterated 
newspaper paragraphs, in which the ratios of instructed to 
uninstructed convicts are so triumphantly stated, prove just 
nothing ...•..... So far, indeed, from proving that morality is 
increased by education, the facts prove, if anything, the 
reverse ......... It has been shown from Government returne-
'that the number of juvenile offenders in the Metropolis has 
been steadily increasing every year since the institution of 
the Ragged School Union; and that whereas the number of 
criminals who cannot read and write has decreased from 
24,856 (in 1844) to 22,968 (in 1848), or no less than 1,888 in 
that period-the number of those who can read and write 
imperfectly has increased from 33,337 to 36,229 or 2,89! 
in the same time. Another contributor to the seriee of 
articles on 'Labour and the Poor' from which the above 
l!tatement is quoted remarks that the mining population 
(in the North) are exceedingly low in point of education 
and intelligence; and yet they contradict the theories gener~ 
alJy entertained upon the connexion of ignorance with 
crime by presenting the least criminal section of the popu~ 
lation of England.' And speaking of the women employed 
in the iron works and collieries throughout South Wales, 
he says-' their ignorance is absolutely awful: yet there· 
turns show in them a singular immunity from crime' ........... . 
The fact is, that scarcely any connexion exists between 
morality and the discipline of ordinary teaching. Mere 
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culture of the (intellect and eduaation as usually conducted 
amounts to little more is hardly at all operative upon con· 
duct). Creeds pasted upon the mind, good principles learnt 
by rote, lessons in right and wrong, will not eradicate vici· 
ous propensities, though people in spite of their experience 
as parents and citizens persist in hoping they will. Intel· 
lect is not a power, but an instrument-not a thing which 
itself moves and works, but a thing which is moved and 
worked by forcE!s behind it. To say that men are ruled by 
reason is as irrational as to say that men are ruled by their 
eyes. Reason is an eye-the eye through which the desires 
see their way to gratification. And educating it only make• 
it a better eye -gives it a vision more accurate and more 
comprehensive-does not at all alter the desires subserved 
by it ............ Probably some will urge that enlightening men 
enables them to discern the penalties which naturally at­
tach to wrongdoing; and in a certain: sense this is true. 
But it is only superficially true. Though they may learn 
that the grosser crime!l commonly bring retribution in one 
shape or other, they will not learn that the subtler ones 
do. Their sins will merely be made more Machiavellian. 
If, as Coleridge says, 'a knave is a fool with a circumbendi­
bus,' then by instructing the knave, you do but make the 
circumbendibus a wider one. Did much knowledge and 
piercing intelligence suffice to make men good, then Bacon 
should have been honest, and Napoleon should have been 
just ............ It is1 indeed, strange that with the facts of 
daily life before them in the street, in the counting house, 
and in the family, thinking men should still expect education 
to cure crime."* 

The advanced nations of Europe are far 

ahead of India in respect of education; they are 

• Social Statics-(,'hapter on National Education. 
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als~ far ahead in respect of crimes. The late 

'\V. W. Hu:1ter, who was at the time Director­

GenerJl of Statistics to the Government of India 

observed in 1882: 

u There was now only about one third of the 

crime in Bengal th:tt there wali in E:1gland. While 

fur each milli.:m persons in England and Wales 

there were 870 criminals, in Bengll, where the 

Police was very completely organised, there were 

300 convicts in jail for each million; and while 

in England and \Vales there were 340 women 

in jail for each million of the female popu­

lation, in Bengal there were less than 20 women 

in jail for each million of the female population.'' 

In spite of the phenomenal spread of educa­

tion in England, crime has been increasing 

ap:1ce at a greater r<~te than the increase of the 

population. A. Russel Wallace thus summarises 

the criminal statistics for the thuty years from 

•86o to •fS~ :-

Pris~n 
In Reform,tories 

Yeare and Total populatiom Industrial schools 

1361-63 n~.no ... 6,814. 134,5!& 
1810-n 154.154. ... 11,39l 171,53!J 
lSS0--89 170,827 .•• ~S.SO'i 196.331 

10 
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"Here we have," observes Dr. Wallace "an 

increase in the average of the first and last ten­

year periods amounting to 46 per cent. while the 

increa!'e of population in the twenty years from 

1865 to 1885 is a little less than 30 per cent.''* 

In the . introduction to a Blue-book upon 

statistics relating to crlme in 1909, Mr. H. B. 

Simpson of the Home Office says: 

u The high figure for crime which was a marked feature 
in the statistics of 1908 is again apparent in the 1909 figures. 
In 1908, the total number of persons tried for indictable 
offences was 68,116, a larger number than in any previous 
year for which figures are available. In 1909, though not 
10 large as in 1908, it was 67,149, which is considerably larger 
1han in any year before 1908. For the five years 1894-98, 
the annual average was 52,208; for 1899-19G3, it was 55.018; 
for 1904-08, it was 62,000; and for 1909 it was 67,149."t 

• The Wonderful Century, p. 362. 

t In regard to the Middlesex sessions, Mr. Montague 
Sharp eays: 

"U was mentioned to him recently that it is an extraordi­
aary thing tha' many educated men were being convicted of 
these offences. He had looked through the calendars from 
February, 1910 to November,l911, and be found that out of 
200 cases of house-breaking and burglary no less than 83 per 
eent. were men who were classified as of good education, 
......... whereas, in regard to larceny, out of 250 cases 69 per 
cent. were of the third and fourth classes of education. 
Therefore U was shown that men engaged in nefarious 
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In India, Burma is easily the first in point 

of literacy both among males and females, there 

being 376 literate males per mille, and 61 literate 

females per mille. It also beats all other pro­

vinces in point of crime, the number of criminals 

per 10,000 of population in 1912 being 87, while 

the same number in the educationally backward 

provinces, Bihar and Orissa, Assam, and Central 

Provinces and Berar, is 19 and 28 respectively. 

It is a trite observation, that there are many 

things which are good up to a certain point, but 

becomes the contrary beyond it. The struggle 

for animal existence is just one of these. In 

moderation, it tends to evoke latent faculties and 

de\•elopes them, and keeps one in good trim, 

physically, mentally, and morally. In excess, its 

effect is just the reverse. We have already seen 

how the current system of education in this 

country in conjunction with the other factors 

of the Western environment has inordinately 

crimea were not of the illi~ra~ cla-the old Bill Sikel 

charac~r--but Yot>re men who were eertainl;r eduea~d. an4 

mao1 of whom bad received their education at \he npenae 

of the community.• 
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intensified the struggle for existence, how im­

mensely the wants of our people have increased, 

while the means to satisfy them has not 

increased, at least in anything like the same 

proportion, if it has not actulll.v- decre:1sed. 

Moral deterioration is the inevitable consequence 

of such a state of things. 1 have mixed with all 

classes of our people in various parts of India ; 

and I have generally found those who keep to 

the simple habits of their ancestors far more 

honest, straightforward, truthful and benevolent, 

than their brethren who have become more or 

lf'SS "civilized." The wants of the latter having 

increased out of all proportion to their means, 

they are driven to live upon their wits and to 

resort to crooked, if not positively dishonest 

means of livelihood. The same cause which 

leads to moral degeneration among the lower 

classes operates to the same end among the 

upper. Cases of educated people who are 

impelled by the exigencies of their economic 

situation to explore the dark alleys and byways 

of money-making are becoming increasingly fre­

quent; and there is a distinct tendency t.>wards 
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the lowering of the ethical standard of the learned 

professions. 

~implicity of living is as marked a character­

istic of old India, as complexity of living after 

the Western fashion is that of new India. Here 

is a description by Sir Thomas Munro of the 

mode of living of a high functiona1y of his day, 

a description which still to some extent applies 

to people who do not affect Western culture: 

.. His (the Minister of State's) dwellipg is little 

better than a shed. The walls are naked, and 

the mudftoor, for the sake of coolness, is every 

morning sprinkled with a mixture of water and 

cowdung. He has no furniture in it. He distri­

butes food to whoever wants it; but he gives no 

grand dinners to his friends. He throws aside 

his upper garment, and with nothing but a cloth 

round his loins, he sits down half nalced, and 

eats his meal alone, upon the bare earth, and 

under the open sky." 

The average !\eo-Indian, like the average 

\Vesterner would look upon this sort of simpli­

city 83 an index of barbarism. If he is in such 

affluent circumstances as the Minister of St.tte 
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depicted above, he would live as much like an 

European as he possibly can. His furniture, 

decoration, apparel, mode of living, equipage, 

etc., would all be in European style. If he has 

not actually acquired a taste for the arts, amuse· 

ments, games1 etc., of the West, he would simulate 

it to the best of his ability, and would spend as 

much of his time in the West, as he possibly can. 

We have already seen how simple living was. 

fostered by the system of indigenous elementary 

education. It was also inculcated among the 

higher-class students by the rigorous discipline 

of the Brahmacharya. They were required to 

forswear the use of all luxuries, such as meat, 

scents, shoes, etc., and renounce lust, anger, 

greed, gambling, idle gossip, scandal, falsehood, 

casting lustful eyes on females, and doing in­

jury to others. The simple life of their preceptors 

who boarded and taught them without any re­

muneration served as a noble example to them. 

As a consequence of its simple living and high 

ethical ideals, Hindu society was as free from 

greed as it is possible for any civilized society 

to be. .. I was very soon attracted,'' says J. Rout-



ETHICAL PROGRESS lSI 

edge,"' by the fact, that while wealth is the chief 

means of distinguishing man in England, it has 

no such exclusive power in India. There are few 

sights more pitiable than the devotee. His whole 

life is to outside beholders one of misery. But 

what is he honoured for? Not wealth, for he is 

often wretchedly poor. He is honoured for his 

presumed piety, for his devotion to the Creator. 

He has subdued the flesh with its affections and 

lusts, has brought the body into subjection to 

the spirit; has risen above time and lives in 

eternity."* 

All this is changed in new India. The wor­

ship of Mammon, the presiding divinity of 

Western Civilization, is fast spreading there. As. 

in the \Vest, cash payment is becoming in new 

India, "the sole nexus between man and man." 

The diffusion of the idea of contract which is sup­

posed by the Westerner to connote the progress 

of civilization is gradually dissolving the bond 

of amity which bound the Indian Society. Even 

rnarrillge which in old India is a sacrament, is 

becoming a matter of contract in nt!w Tndia. 

• E'llglid Rul11 and Natiw Opinion i11 India, p. %75, 
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Froude's description of the commercial morality 

of England applies to new India also: 

"From the great houses in the City of London 

. to the village grocer, the commercial life of 

England has been saturated with fraud. So deep 

has it gone. that a strictly honest tradesman can 

hardly hold his ground against competition. You 

can no longer trust that any article you try is 

the thing which it pretends to be. We have 

false weights, false measures, cheating and 

shoddy everywhere. 

We Londoners are poisoned in lhe water 

which we drink, poisoned in the gas with which 

we light our houses, we are poisoned in our bread. 

poisoned in our milk and butter, poisor.ed in our 

beer, poisoned in the remedies for which, when 

these horrible compounds have produced their 

consequence, we in our simplicity apply to our 

druggists, while the druggists are in tur~ cheated 

by the swindling rogues that supply their medi­

cines" 

A part f1 om the questionable, dishonour able­

or dishonest means of livelihood to which in­

creasing numbers of Neo-lndians are being driven 
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by the enhanced stringency of the struggle for 

existence entailed by Mammon worship, there 

is another way in which it is threatening the 

very existence of our society. I have· elsewhere 

dwelt upon the immense survival-value to a 

civilization of the virtue of benevolence.* The 

survival of Hindu and Chinese civilizations is 

mainly attributable to the remarkable develop­

ment of this virtue; and the extinction of Greek 

civilization is mainly due to its imperfect de­

velopment. The insistence with which Indian 

sages inculcated it shows the depth of their 

knowledge and" isdom. 

Gautama Buddha preached :-

"Never in the world does hatred 

cease by hatred ; 

Hatred ceases by love; this is 

always its nature." 

"Let us live happily then, not 

hating those who hate us I 

Let us live free from hatred among 

men who hate us." 

• Epochl of Civilization, Chapter IlL 
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These Buddhist precepts are echoed in the 

literature of the Brahmanic Hindu~o and of the 

]aioas. No virtue is enjoined more forcibly in 

such works as the Bhagavat-gita than that of 

altruism: 

~·~ fq ·~f'q~; ~";r~'fv 1 

.. Thou shouldst perform action having an eye 

to the welfare of humanity." Ill, 20 • 

.._.....$(1 • ,.._s,._~ ....:::~...-· 
'3\<:.fl Ciijijjql\i't:itWIICCIII:Ic..~•c;a~ ~. 

"The wise act without attachment, desiring 

the welfare of the world." Ill, 25. 

~ il'fil'{~li,_lfll': ~""t'tiifl~trt: I 
fil~ 'if ?.«lT'<mil: ril{ffi'Va 'Utl: It 

'' Rishis, their sins destroyed, their duality 

removed. their selves controlled, intent upon the 

welfare of all beings, obtain the peace of the 

Eternal." V. 25. 

II • ' ,... _c::;,. 
~~"(!'t(f.liil<.iil'i ~ ~ :ql<llil"l I 

nfct 'd\mr 'ffiT(.iil ~ l'':!f ~<rsi;r: II ._, 
"The self harmonised by yoga, seeth the self 

abiding in all beings, all beings in the self 

everywhere he seeth the same." VI, 29. 
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u"-tf!l ~lf~lFf(ifT qll(: !fi~. llll' 'Iff I 
* * • • 

~ ... '&{'ffit: 'V it hrw. II 

"He who beareth no ill-will to any being, 

and is friendly and compassionate ......... he my 

devotee, is dear to Me." XU, 13, 14. 

Verses like the following occur in such popu­

lar works as Chanakya slokas :-

qyQ-s q:'QTQ: mstnfwq.; fi:r?xrf1tl 'lr.l 

tm.l!ffi6:~~n ~~ f.: 11 

He who is friendly even to an enemy and 

speaks gently to those who revile and whose 

heart is full of compassionate tenderness at­

taineth heaven in this world. 

"ll'(q'if: t;frtt:~lfif if lfltri ~~ .. II. 
Do not do unto others what you do not wish 

them to do unto you. 

firlJ~ ~Tllfllf ~fi! if'lfi ~~fftf ~: I 
Go:>d men are compassionate even towards 

those who are undeserving. 

if C!'ltlT'm: iR"hllf'fil' :;:r \tlfT i{'lT Q: I 

There is no disease worse than desire, and 

no religion greater than compassion. 
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· 'lilTfil ~fq-:~• ~CI quci" lfTiif ~~-efq I 
The wise man devotes his wealth and his life 

to the good of others. 

In order that the mass of the people might 

conform their practice to a principle so vital for 

national extstence as benevolence, it was enjoined 

by the ancient sages in the daily practices of the 

Hindus so as to make it engrained in the 

normal Hindu constitution. 

The Bhutayajna is performed by the daily 

offering of food to all living beings including 

insects, moths, and other small creatures, and the 

Manushya Yajna by the daily feeding of a straJ'I,:!er. 

Not a twig is to be cut for such purpose as a 

tooth-brush without a propitiatory hymn to the 

Divinity of the Forest. Yajnavalkya lays down 

thf' following rule for the householder: 

"Children, the married girls, the old, the 

pregnant, the distressed, the unmarried girls, and 

guests and the servants are to be fed, and the 

man and his wife are to eat of the remaining 

food." 

Self-sacrificing benevolence is often carried 

ta an extent which boked at from the Westem 
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view-point would be considered idiotic, super­

stitious, or even repulsive (as in the case of bed­

bugs among certain sections uf our community). 

I had for sometime had occasion to camp in the 

·State of a Vaishnava chief in Kathiawar. My 

camp swarmed with ants. But the servants of the 

Chief in attendance on me would not only not 

injure them, but would feed them with sugar, etc. 

Plague happened to break out in the State at the 

time, ~and I asked the Chief if it would not be 

advisable to kill the rats in his capital as a pre­

ventive measure. He said, however, that his 

people would rather die than take such a cruel 

step. 

It is this selfless benevolence which has led 

to a most remarkable development in the Hindu 

of such qualities as charity, hospitality, sobriety, 

forgiveness and mercy. The well-to-do Hindu 

of orthodox type generally spends but little upon 

his own luxuries. The greater portion of his sav­

ings is devoted to such works as temples, tanks, 

wells and rest-houses which benefit the public. 

His house is a miniJtUft} bote~ where all sorts of 

people find boJrJ and lodging. As head of the 
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joint family, he lives and earns as much for 

himself and his own family (in the restricted 

Western sense) as for others more distantly or 

scarcely related to him. His ceremonial obser­

vances and entertainments are so ordered as to 

benefit all sections of the community. The 

Brahman has, no doubt, precedence over the 

other castes and gets the lion's share of the gifts; 

and at the present dav he seldom fulfils the 

conditions which of yore entitled him to such 

gifts. But Brahman or Sudra, or even Mahome· 

dan, each has a prescriptive right in any 

entertaintment that may take place in his 

neighbourhood. Whatever he the occasion, 

whether it be a wedding, or a Puja, or a Sraddha, 

all ranks of the community from the highest to 

the lowest, from the richest to the poorest, have 

their share in it, almost as a matter of right. 

Guests come in by the hundred, and they have all 

to be attended to according to their social status. 

With regard to amusements they are also open to 

the public. The most popular form of amusement 

in Bengal is what is called Yatra, or popular 

dramatic performance. The entire expense of the 
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Yatra is borne by the party in whose house it is 

held. Sometimes also it is got up by subscription. 

But in either case it is open to the public; there 

is no admission fee. In Hindu society the enter­

tainers are seldom entertained. All their time 

and energies are exhausted in looking after their 

numerous and hetero~tenous guests. The pleasure 

. they derive is· the pleasure of having done their 

duty towards the society in which they live. 

And one of the greatest hardships, of excommuni­

cation, the worst social punishment which the 

Hindu dreads, is the deprivation of the pleasure 

of feeding others. 

Selfishness is seen in its worst forms io the 

struggles for the acquisition of wealth. Such 

institutions as caste and the joint·family system 

have, by minimising these struggles, checked 

the growth of selfishness. No institution analo­

gous to the workhouse of England, and no law 

analogous to the Poor law of England has ever 

been needed in India. Except during famines, 

private charity has always been sufficient to 

relieve local distress. The Hindus have always 

admitted foreigners into the heart of their country, 
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and behlved towards them with an unsuspecting 

liberality which, in many cases, proved highly 

detrimental to their own interests. 

Warren Hastings spoke of the modern Hindus as" gentle, 
benevolent, m:>re susceptibl .. of gratitude for kindness ahown 
them than pr.)mp~d to vengeance for wrongs inflic~d, and as 

exempt from the worst propenshies of human passion as any 
people upon the face of the earth; they are faithful, and 
affectionate in service and submissive to le~al authority ...••• 
The precepts of their religion are wonderfully fitted to pr()­
mote the best ends of s:>ciety, its peace and g.x>d order." 

Bishop Heber sp:>ke of 1hem as "decidedly by nature, ·a 
mild, pleasing, and intelligent race; sober, parsimoniou' and, 
when an object is held out to them, most industrious and 
persevering," and as "constitutionally kind-hearted, indull­
trious, sober, and peaceable." 

"U a good system of agriculture," says Sir Thomas Munro 
"unrivalled manubcturing skill, a capacity to produce what­
ever can eontribu~ to either convenience or luxury, school• 
established in very village for teaching, reading, writing and 
arithmetic, the general practice of hospitality and charity 
amongst each other, and above all, a treatment of the female 
sex full of confidence, respect and delicacy ;,.re among the 
signs which deno~ a civilised people-then the Hindus are not 
inferior to the nations of Europe, and if civilisatioo is to 
become ao article of trade be'ween Engla&d an•l India. I am 
convinced &hal Englan:l will gain by the import cargo. 

James Forbes says in his MOriental Memoirs .. :-" I aome­
times frequented places where the natives had never aen all 

Earopean. and were igoonnt of everything concerning UJ: 

there I beheld manners ace! cus\ollllJ a·mj)le as were those ill 
the patriarchal age; there in the 'tery style of Rebecca aed 
the damsela of Mesopotamia. the Hindll Yill.&gera treated me 
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with that artless hospitalit7 10 delightful in the poem• of 
Homer, and other ancient records. On a sultry day, near a 
Zinore village, having rode faster than my attendants, while 
waiting their arrival under a tamarind tree, a young woman 
came to the well; I asked for a little water, but neither of ua 
having 8 drinkmg vessel, she hastily left ine, 81!1 I imagined, 
to bring an earthen cup for the purpose, as I &hould have 
polluted a vessel of metal: but as Jael, when Sisera asked for 
water," gave him milk, and brought forth butter in a lordly 
disb,"-Judges, Ch. V., Ver. 25, so did this village damsel with 
more sincerity than Heber's wife, bring me a pot of milk, 
and a lump of butter on the delicate leaf of the banana, .. the 
lordly di11h" of the Hindus. The former I glt~.dly accepted; 
on my declining the latter, she immediately made it up into 
two balls, and gave one to each of the oxen that drew my 
hackery. Butter 'is a luxury to these animals, and enable& 
them to bear addition! fatigue." 

Abbe Dubois says: 

"They (the Hindu~) will never suffer the needr who have 
implored their charity to go unassisted. Their hospitality 
11mong themseh•es, it is well·known, has no bounds. Even 
the humble, the distressed pariah, as long ae he has a measure 
of grain in his possession, will cheerfully share hie pay of 
millt~t with the weary traveller of his taste who may happen 
to take shelter in his hut. and in all their want• and dietreel· 
ee the Hindus of all castes will readily assist each other, 
more eft'octually than &he Europeans would do in the same 
aircumatantea. What the European poll8eesee he lteepa for 
bim&elf. V.uat the Hindu posseHes he ill always disposed 10 
•hare with those who have nothing. In fact, it might be aaid 
that a wulthy Hindu eonsiden himself as the depository or 
tba dietributor rather than &he proprietor of hill foriune, 110 

(rMUJ prone is he \o acts of tbarity and benevolence; and it 
ia c:hit-fy from thi• e .. use that those frequent re"'vlutiona in tha 

II 
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fortunes of the HindWI and those frequent passages from ex­
treme opulence to extreme poverty arise." 

The charge of untruthfulness has been fre­

quently and influentially brought against Indians 

whether they belong to old or new India, since 

the time C•f l\facaulay.* The latest and most 

authoritative pronouncement on the subject was 

by Lord Curzon in 1905 when in his Convocation 

address as Chancellor of the Calcutta University, 

he said: 

"I say that the highest ideal of truth is, to a 

large extent, a \Vestern conception. Undoubted­

ly truth took. a high place in the moral codes of 

the 'Vest before it had been similarly honoured 

in the East." 

This statement is absolutely without any 

foundation whatever. The Greeks were so highly 

impressed by the truthfulness of the Indians that 

Arrian said: "No Indian was ever known to tell 

an untruth." Strabo observed: "The Hindus are 

• H would be easy to point out from the writings of 
Ma~aulay hii!l!lelf how very biassed he was in h.is accusa­
tions. From his own aeeounts, it is difficult to tell whether 
l:michand and Nandakumar have le:~s regard for truth and 
honesty than Clil'e and Warren Hastings.. 
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·so honest as neither to require lo~ks to their 

doors, nor writings to bind their ~gree~ent." 
I may say from my own experience that such is, 

to a great extent, the case in outlying parts 

away from law courts and police stations. 

Coming to more recent times, there is over­

whelming testimony to the truthfulness of the 

Indians. ldrisi in his geography {written in the 

11th Century A.D.) says: 

"The Indians are naturally inclined to justice and never 
clep~:~rt from it in their action. Their good faith, honesty, and 
fidelity to their engagements are well known, and they are 
so famous for these qualities that people flock to their 
('ountry from every side.''• 

Marco Polo (13th Century) observed: "You must know 
that these Brahmins are the best merchants in the world and 
the most truthful, for they would not tell a lie for anything 
on earth." t Abu! Fazl, the accomplished author of the 
.A in·i·.Akbari notes: "The Hindus are admirers of truth and 
of unbounded fidelity in all dealings." 

Coming to the British period, Colonel Sleeo.1an 

as!>ures us that "falsehood or lying between 

members of the same village is almost unknown." 

He adds," I have had before me hundreds of 

• £1/ivt ·, Ilistor~ of ['l&dia, val. I, p. 88. 

t Marco Polo, t>d II. l"a.U. vol, II, p. 350. 
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cases in which a man's property, liberty and life 

has depended upon his telling a lie, and he has 

refused to tell it." "It was love of truth," notes 

Max !\Juller, "that struck all the people who 

came in contact with India, as the prominent 

feature in the national character of its inhabit­

ants. No one ever accused them of falsehood. 

There must surely be some ground for this, for 

it is not a remark that is frequently made by 

travellers in foreign countries even in our time, 

that their inhabitants invariably speak the truth. 

Read the accounts of English travellers in France, 

and you will find very little said about French 

honesty and veracity, while French accounts of· 

England are seldom without a fling at pe;.fidt 

Albion.'"" 

Unfortunately, the wide extension of law 

courts and the immense and unceasing increase 

in the number of people who subsist upon them, 

coupled with the inordinate enhancement of the 

struggle for animal existence effected by the 

present environment, are exerting a perverting 

and unwholesome influence upon the morals of 

• India: What can it teach ul1 P. 57. 
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new India. It should be observed however, that 

even now there is certainly not more of untruth­

fulness, and possibly there is less of it among 

the Indians than among the nations of the West. 

Mr. Chalmers who served as a judge in India as 

well as in England and at Gibraltar, and was 

therefore highly competent to pronounce an 

authoritative opinion on the subject, declared in 

an article on " Petty Perjury" in the u Law 

Quarterly Review" (1895), that "truth is more 

often perverted in an English Country Court 

than in a North-West Cutcher)', or even among 

the motley elements of the population of Gibral­

tar-Spaniard, Malayese and Bar['\ary Jews/' 

and that "the perjury committed by witnesses 

in the Birmingham County Court exceeds any­

thing he ever experienced in India." He took 

note of one hundred cases tried consecutively in 

that court and found that there was" hard cross­

swearing which is not perjury in sixty three," 

and observes: "after making allowance for hard 

cross-swearing which is not perjury, there re­

mains a terrible residuum of wilful and corrupt 

perjury." :\lr. Chalmers thus concludes his article: 
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"In connection with the subject of perjury there is a 
further amendment in the law which !think will be beneficial. 
I refer to the abolition of the oath which has no longer any 
religious sanction for the masses. A County Court witnes• 
swallows an oath as easily as oyster, and the administration 
of the oath becomes an irreverent farce. A cynical friend 
of mine suggests that, though the religious instinct be dead 
amongst the people, the sporting instinct is happily very 
much alive and might be utilised in the case of truth. In the 
County Court cases he would substitute a shilling bet for the­
present oath." 

Commenting on the article of Mr. Chalmers the London 
"Daily News" remarked: "We imagine there are other· 
County Court Judges as well as Stipendiary Magistrates ready 
*o give a general confirmation to this indictment of Judge 
Chalmers, if privily consulted. Perjury, we fear, is regarded 
as only a venial sin amongst a large section of the people. 
These lax notions ouvht promptly to be dissipated, if the 
administration of justice is not to degenerate into a mere 
iug-of·war between one forsworn team of witnesses and 
another." 

Mr. Dickenson in his recent work on the 

"Civilizations of India, China and Japan," says 

that" to an Englishman, practical efficiency and 

truth are the chief and indispensable goods. To. 

an Indian, as, in a less degree to other Orientals,. 

all these things , are indifferent." In regard to 

this statement the Rev. C. F. Andrews writes in 

the Modern Review (April, 1915)-
.. I have lived in India many more yean than Mr. 

Dickenson has lived months, and I have travelled much in. 
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other lands; I can affirm without hesitation that I have 
never found a more essenti(llly truth-loving people than 
Indians. The search for Truth, for Reality, without regard 
to this world, or to life itself, is in my opinion India's strong· 
est national characteristic. And the greatest of all wonders 
Is, that this love for the Truth has survived century after 
century of subjection, And Honesty goes along with truth. 
Greed for money (which, we are told in the Bible is a root of 
all evil) has not yet eaten its way into the Indian heart. 
There is a reverence for simplicity and poverty still current 
in India to-day which makes dishonesty scarcely even a feU 
temptation among myriads of the common people. Further­
more, the whole vast fabric of the Indian family life would be 
quite unworkable without a basis of truth and honesty on 
which to build it up. Practical efficiency, indeed, may be lack­
ing (though hardly in the Western Province) and there is 
much of this side of Indian character which is annoying to 
the Englis!Jman with his own English ways; that, however, is 
" minor matter. Bui truth and Ll•>Ueoty are not minor matters 
at all; and to discredit them on hearsay, as Mr. Lowes 
Dickenson has done, is a very serious thing, an offence for 
y.·hich forgiveness is difficult." 

The influenl'e of Western contact is causing 

a m:1rked diminution of the altruistic, and an 

equally marked enhancement of the egoistic 

~pirit. There is now much more of selfishness 

than of selflt'ssness much more of self·assertton 

than of self-effacement. The Neo-Indians do not 

..-:enerally perceive the necessity of social and 

socio-religious observances and entertainments 

from which they cannot derive more unalloyed 
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and direct pleasure than what satisfied their 

ancestors. The guest house which formed such 

a conspicuous feature of every village of any 

size is now becoming obsolescent. The joint­

family system is yielding to the disruptive 

influence of Western civilization. An increased 

sense of self-interest has struck a deadly blow 

to that system which recognised a claim to 

maintenance for relations to the remotest degree 

of consanguinity. In the new society the poor 

have not that recognised position which they 

had in the old. The occasional feasts to 

which they used to be treated, and the gifts 

which they used to receive on such occasion 

as the Sraddhd are getting few and far be­

tween. The amusements to which they used to 

look forward of old are going out of fashion. 

The good feeling which subsisted between the 

different classes of our community is being 

gradually weakened, and their harmonious rela­

tions are being seriously disturbed. We have, 

instead increased keenness of strife and cc.mpeti­

tion and increased jealousy and bitterness. Our 

people are gradually ignoring responsibilities 
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beyond the narrow family circle consisting only 

of wife and children, and are ceasing to recognise 

the claims of remoter relations, let alone strang· 

ers, and the absence of amity, and of hospi• 

tality and individual charity is now becoming 

as pronounced a feature of our community as 

their existence was in days gone by. 

As a set-off against the diminution of indivi· 

dual charity and individual service we are having 

corporate charity and corporate service to an 

txtent we never harl before. Philanthropy now is 

rno ~ discriminating, and distance being shorten­

ed by steam and electricity, public spirit has a 

much wider range. Sufferinl{ even in Europe or 

America stirs up a thrill of sympathy in the hearts ' 

of the benevolent among us. Such institutions as 

charitable societies, school for the deaf and the 

dumb, asylums for orphans, and refuges for the 

distressed are a new feature in our community. 

It should be noted, however, that being confined 

to lar~e towns they do not reach the mass of the 

people, and consequently fail to promote and 

foster the good-will which should subsist among 

all classes of the community. Then, again, the 
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sentiment of benevolence is not strengthened by 

organised ~harity to the extent it is by individual 

charity. For, in the former case, the golden rule 

of charity,-" Let not your left hand know what 

your right hand giveth"-cannot be followed, and 

there come into play such motives as vanity and 

desire for fame. Besides, in corporate charity, 

' the altruistic sentiment is strengthened in only a 

few nobleminded individuals who run the organi­

sations, the great majority of the donors and 

subscribers begin more or less a.pathetic. 

The gospel of equality is not a new one for 

India. It has been preached by our reformers 

for two thousand years and a half. What they 

fought for, however, was spiritual equality, and 

they always had in view the exalted ethical and 

spiritual ideais which had been attained during 

the highest stage of our civilisation. They en­

deavoured to remove the barriers of caste only 

so far as they stood in the way of the ethical and 

spiritual uplift of the lower classes. The higher 

castes, especially the highest, with commendable 

self-abnegation left the money-making occupa­

tions to the lower ones. So it was only the 
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spiritual disabilities of the latter which weighed 

upon the conscience of the more sensitive nature 

samong the former, and they preached their 

gospel of salvation to high and low alike. As a 

result of the levelling movements which they 

initiated and Jed, we have had such large sects 

as the Buddhists, the Vaishnava follwers of 

Chaitanya, the Kabirpanthis, the Satnamis, etc., 

and a large number of universally respected saints 

and reformers, from among the lower castes in­

cluding penitent prostitutes, tailors, gardeners, 

potters, goldsmiths and even the Mahars of 

Western India. The first great Tamil composi­

tion, the Kural of Tiruvalluver which enfOt'ces 

the doctrines of the Samkhya philosophy is as­

cribed to a Pariah poet. To his sister also are 

ascribed many highly popular compositions of 

great moral excellence in Southern India. The 

first .Marathi poet of fame was Namadeva who 

was a tailor by caste. Tukaram, whose spiritual 

poems record the high water-mark of :\1arathi 

poetry began life as a petty shop-keeper. In 

Bengal a large number of the Vaishnava poets 

belong to low castes. 
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The modern gospel of equality differs marked­

ly from the old, inasmuch as its o9jective is 

almost exclusively material. Its chief, if not the 

sole aim, is to secure equality of opportunity to 

all classes in the struggle for animal existence. 

The increased sense of equality and individuality 

under Western i.nfiuence being divorced from our 

old ethical and spiritual ideals, and having chief­

ly mate.rial betterment and sensual enjoyment 

for its goal, is slowly sapping the foundations of 

Hindu society and Hindu family by loosening 

the bonds of benevolence and reverence which 

bound them together. As in the West, the gladia­

torial view of life is permeating all classes of our 

society. The "religion of amity" which made 

for concord and happiness is on the wane; and 

the •• religion of emity '' which leads to discord 

and misery is gradually spreading. The manner 

in which the "elevation " of the proletariat is 

now being effected, while it is failing to develop 

the natural resources of the country, is tending 

only to swell the ranks of penurious aspirants for 

Government service and of hungry candidates 

for the learned professions. There is thus caused 
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not only immensely increased struggle for exist· 

ence, and consequent ill-feeling, discord and 

misery, but also not infrequent recourse to 

dubious, if not positively iniquitous, methods of 

earning one's livelihood. The net result of the 

elevatory movement is not so much to level up 

the lower classes as to level down the upper 

ones, not so much to make the lower classes as a 

whole better than before as to make them and the 

upper classes also as a whole worse than before. 

The increased sense of individuality developed 

under Western influence has certainly led to, 

considerable mental expansion which is reflected 

in the growing vernacular literatures. But on 

the other hand, unrestrained by concomitant 

spiritual and ethical development, it has caused 

a distinct diminution of the sentiment of venera­

tion for age and wisdom which has hitherto 

formed the centripetal force in the Hindu family, 

and has, to a large extent, been subversive of 

discipline. It is this veneration and the daily 

rellgious and socio-religious services and cere­

monies which have hitherto maintained discipline 

in the Hindu family and cemented it together. 
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Their gradual extinction is tending to seriausly 

disturb the harmony and happiness of the family 

among those who have advanced most on the 

Western path. The complaint is becoming gener­

al, that children no longer obey their parents as 

they should, and that filial afiection can no 

longer be reckoned as a valuable asset of the 

family, 

Benevolence and the associated virtues, sim­

plicity of living, charity, etc., are the corner­

stones of our civilization. The influence of the 

Western environment is tending to weaken them 

seriously, if not to destroy them, and thus 

threatens to jeopardize its very existence. The 

moral regeneration of new India is, therefore, an 

illusion. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE ILLUSION OF SOCU.L PROGRESS. 

We are often apt to be unconsciously de· 

ceived by words and phrases especially when 

they are ingrained in the mind at a time of life 

when it is highly receptive; and language in· 

stead of being the servant of thought becomes 

its master. " Progress" is a conspicuous ex­

ample of the class of words to which we refer. 

There is no word which is more commonly usee, 

and there is none the real meaning of which 

is so little understood. People generally con­

sider running with the most pewerful and ap­

parently prosperous crowd as constituting 

"pro~;ress," without any consideration of the 

goal the path i.:; likely to lead to. As a correc­

tiw~ to this tendency, which is specially notice­

able in an age when people ordinarily are too 

busy to gi\'e much time to thought, it is. desir-
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able to have a standard by which "progress" 

may be readily measured and judged. The 

test we propose for social or any other progress 

is the same as what was suggested for intellec· 

tual progress : no social movement should be 

called p~ogressive unless it is conducive di~ 

rectly or indirectly to the material or moral 

welfare of society, the former in subordination 

to the latter. If this test be applied, it would 

be found that the importance of some of the 

socio-religious and social reforms of new India 

has been' grossly exaggerated, and that of 

others is of an altogether illussory character. 

From the dawn of human history, the mass 

of the people have always been more or less 

superstitions, have always been guided more 

or less by forms and formulas everywhere, even 

in societies which claim to be most highly 

civilised. It cannot be otherwise, and it will 

never be otherwise, unless there is a revolution 

in the mental constitution of man, of which 

there is no sign as yet. Life is so short, and 

the path of knowledge is so long and so 

arduous, that real ·enlightenment must always 
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be the prerogative of the few. Compulsory 

education, or no compulsory education, the 

"man in the street" is always more or less 

ignorant, and casts off one superstition only to 

take up another. If he ceases to believe in the 

efficacy of charms and relics, of pilgrimages 

and ablutions, of mantras and Yajnas to secure 

his sal\·ation, he forthwith begins to entertain 

a belief, no less superstitious, in the efficacy of 

steam and electricity and of other material de­

velopments as a cure for the ills of life. If he 

ceases to pay homage to stocks and stones as 

symbols of Divinity, he ceases to believe in a 

heavenly power altogether, or worse still, trans­

fers his allegiance to some mundane power 

with fiendish propensities. He pulls down old 

gods and goddesses, such as Siva, Vishnu, Kali 

or Odin, only to install new ones in their place, 

:.uch as Wealth, \Var, Pleasure or Father-land. 

lf r.ationali::;tic influences have shaken his be­

lief in creation by the fiat of an Almighty Being, 

he has either ceased to believe in such a Being, 

or worse still, pays superstitious homage to a 

new deity denominated E\·olution, and zealously 
12 
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propagates the cult of "~ight is right," of 

"E'lch for himself and Devil take the hindmost." 

If he casts off a superstitious belief in the 

gospel of Duty and Renunciation, he instantly 

begin~ to entertain a no less sperstitious and 

much more harmful belief in the gospel of 

Right and Enioyment. 

The credulous temperament which gives rise 

to superstitions still exists among highly cui· 

tured people, even in Europe, where education 

has made such vast and rapid strides. The fol­

lowing passage from a late Professor of History 

in England may be cited as an example: 
"And now, gentlemen, was this vast compaign [of Ten­

tons against Romans] fougM without a general? If Tra· 
falgar could not be won without the mind of a Nelson, 
or Waterloo without the mind of a Wellington, was therr. 
DC! one mind to lead those innumerable armies on whose 
success depended the future of the whole human race ? Did 
no one marshall them in that impregnable convex front, 
from the Euxine to the North Sea? No one guide them to 
the two great strategic centres of the Black Forest and 
Trieste? No one cause them. blind barbarians, without 
maps or Science, follow those rules of war without which 
victory in a protracted struggle is impassible; and by the 
pressure of the Huns behind. force on their flagging myriads 
t:~ an enterprise which their simplicity fancied at tlrst beyond 
the powers of mortal men? Believe it who will; but I 
cannot. I may be told. that they gravitated into their places 
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u stones and mud do. Be it ao .......... But while I believe 
that not a atone or a handful of mud gravitates into iu 
plaee y,·ithout the will of God ; that it was ordained, ages 
&ince, into what partie ular spot each grain of gold should 
be washed down from an Australian quartz reef, that a 
certain man might find it Itt a certain moment and crisia of 
hiB life ;-it I be superstitious enough (as thank God, I am) 
to bold thai creed, shall I not believe that, thoullh thili w11r 
hi!od no general upon earth, it may have had a general in 
heaven? and that inspite of all their sins, the hosts of our 
for~>f11thers were the hosts of God."• 

Superstitious idolators like the mass of the 

Hindus have no doubt their gods who delight in 

warf J re, but they generally have some concep­

tion, however faint, of a Supreme Divine Power 

4bove them all who is incapable of directing 

homicidal strategic operations in the consummate 

manner God is presented to do by this erudite 

Christian savant. The literature concerning the 

t'urrent war teems with illustrations of a similar 

belief a rnong the belligerents-a belief which is 

ttuite as degrading as, if not more so than that of 

the pol) theists who believe in a special god of 

war subordinate to the Supreme Deity. The 

~tory of the an~ds in the retreat from Mons now 

• Quoted l!y Herbtrt Sptncer in his St~~od!Juf Scxioli1Jy, 
p, :s. 
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0 une, 1915) going the round of the English papers 

illustrates another form of superstition which is 

prevalent among cultured people. 
"Congregationalists are proud of Dr. Horton who eon­

trois their interests in the famous colony of culture on the 
heights of Hampstead. It is reported in the Manchester 
Daily Di8prttck (June 18) that Dr. Horton has been thril­
ling a northern audience, at Broughton Congregational 
Chapel (another centre of cultured Nonconformists), with 
a story of a real contemporary "miracle," which sweeps 
aside all those sceptical arguments about the War like so 
many houses of cards. God is there, it seems. He is watch­
ing over the British troops in a way which makes our 
lengthy casualty lists seem superfluously long: but he is 
there. Let me quote Dr. Horton's words as they are reported 
in the Daily DitJpatch, which purports to give the passage 
literally;-

" There is a story-repeated by so many witnesses that 
If anything can be established by contemporary 
evidence it is established-of the retreat from 
Mons. A section of the line was in imminent peril 
and it seemed as if it must inevitably be borne 
down and cut off. Our men saw a company of 
angels interpose between them and the German 
cavalry, and the horses of the Germans stampeded. 
Evidtmtly the animal beheld what our men be· 
held. The German soldiers endeavoured to !:ring 
the horses back to the line, bu~ they fled. n was 
the salvation of our men. It appears that this story 
is circulating throughout orthodox England, .. 

Instances like these could be multiplied al­

most indefinitely. 
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That the great majority of the Hindus, like 

the great majority of any other community have 

always been superstitious, and are still super­

f>litious, is a fact about which there can be no 

question whatever. The sages and seers of 

ancient India, profound practical Sociologists 

that they were, fully recognising it, directed the 

superstitious tendencies of their community in 

such a way as was best calculated to maintain 

the equilibrium of Hindu civilisation and save 

Hindu society from dissolution. Knowing full 

well how very poorly tl1-:. r(:.iSOning faculty is 

developed among the mass of the people, and 

how very strong is the disinclination to exercise 

that faculty even when it is developed, they 

prescribt'd rules of conduct so that the people 

had but little need to exercise that faculty in 

various matters of \iital importance to them 

indi\ idually and socially. Important hygienic 

l·conomic, socidogical and ethical principles, 

the fruits of c~.:nturies of culture anJ experience, 

were con\'t')'ed to them in the form of cut and 

dry rules, breaches of "hich wtre represented 

tube tant.•mount to sins. In the earlier stage 
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of their civilisation, the lndo-Aryans were as 

addicted to drinking and flesh-food, and had as 

much social freedom as any other people in a 

similar stage of civilisation, Early marriage 

did not prevail among them, women did not live 

in seclusion, and the remarriage of widows was 

not under a ban. As the Hindus progressed 

in civilization, and their ethical standard was 

raised, there was started a reform movement of 

a highly puritanic and comprehensive character. 

Intoxicating drinks were interdicted. Gautama 

Buddha said: ·• The householder who delights 

in the law should not indulge in intoxicating 

drinks, should not cause others to drink, should 

not sanction the acts of those who drink, 

knowing that it results in ins1nity.'' L<iwgivers 

like Manu placed the drinking of spirituous 

'liquors in the category of the most heinous sins, 

and prescribed the most awful penances for 

them. Dancing and singing, which were asso­

ciated with drinking, fell into disrepute. Gam­

bling which, like drinking, was "fruitful source 

of crime and misery was anathem1tis ed. 

l.<estrictions upon food and drink were also 
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the result of the earnest reformatory movement. 

The bill of fare of the earlier Vedic period 

was a very comprehensive one; it included 

beef and other articles forbidden at the pre­

sent day. Its gradual contraction as regards 

animal food was partly due to the tenderness 

for all life inculcated by a sublime standard of 

•ltruistic morality, and partly to economic, 

hygienic and aesthetic considerations. An 

a~ricultural people like the Indo-Aryans could 

not have been long in being deeply impressed 

with the immense usefulness of the cow. They 

must also have found out the unsuitability of 

beef as an article of food in a hot climate like 

that of India. That hygienic and aesthetic 

t·onsiderations must han• weighed with the 

Aryan l.tw-gin·r:; in their interdiction of domestic 

pigs and Jomest1c fowls is proved by the fact 

th<tt the flc:::.h of "'i!J pigs and of wild fowls is 

permitted. 

A high st.JOd:ud of chastity was established. 

h was fvr the maintenance of this standard, that 

the males among the o,·ij;;a:; were subjected to a 

rigorous CL urse "f discipline. restrictions were 
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imposed upon the freedom of females, and early 

marriage was enjoined. 

In course of time through blind following and 

various other causes, some of the restrictions 

were carried to extreme and undesirable lengths. 

The Hindu sages for instance, impressed upon 

their community the desirability of early mar­

riage, but they were well acquainted with the 

evils of infant marriage. Ignorant imitators are 

always the most zealous and thoroughgoing; and 

in.fant-marriage is much more preva!ent among 

Hinduised aborigines than among the higher 

castes. 

"The statistics of marriage," observes Sir E . .A. Gait "show 
that while the Hindus as a body are more addicted to infant 
marriage than any other religio11s community, the high castes 
are far less prone to it than the low. Thus in Bengal, the 
castes with the largest proportion of child wive~ are the Pod, 
Dom., Cbasi Kaibartta, Bagdi, and Muchi, the proportion per 
thousand girls aged 0-5 who are married ranging from 43 
in the first mentioned caste to 9 in the )a!lt two. The 
Brahmans, on the other band have only 3 girls per mille 
who are married at that age, and the Baidyas and Kayasthas 
only 2. The same difference is to be seen in the proportion 
of girls who are married between the ages of S and 12. "• 

Thus the present marriage reform movement 

Ce1111u& of India, Vol. I, Pi. I. 
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is the result of a reaction against the abuse of a 

custom which arose in conformity to a standard 

of chastity highly favourable to social purity, 

physical as well as moral. The same remark 

would apply to the reformatory movement for 

female emancipation, for remarriage of widow:>, 

and for greater freedom in matters of food and 

drink. They cannot te innsted with the import­

ance which is usually claimed for them. In fact, 

whether they are in the direction of progre::s or 

not will dt'penJ upon the length to which they 

are carried. This would be apparent when we 

wnsider the fact that the reforms are in the 

direction of the freedom at present enjoyed by 

the gre;..t majority of our aborig:ines and by such 

people as the Burmese who occupy a much lower 

plitce in the 5cale of ci\ilization than the Hindus. 

Carried too far they would land us in the condi· 

tion from which we emerged O\·er two thousand 

~t-;•rs ago. It is true, that similar freedom is al:;o 

l r.ju) td by th~ highr civilized nations uf the 

\\'e~t. But tl.cy are ?nly passing through ex­

p~:riencc:i prob .. Lly D.l..io to tho:>e of our aoce:>ttrio 

01bout the time of Manu and Gautama Buddha. 
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Here is a description of .the condition of sexual 

morality in one of the most important centres of 

Western Civiliz!ltion. Similar description would 

apply to various other centres: 
"The general deterioration of public morals may be 

traced to the night-life of the German capital. The decline 
in the German birth-rate, so distressing to German patriots, 
is also regarded a·s one of the results of the unrestrained 
nightly dissipation. 

One means suggested by the Germans to increase the 
birth-rate is based upon their inordinate love of titles. It 
is that every child living to be a year old shall raise ita 
parents one step in rank, that the fourth class of the Order 
of the Crown shall be given to every father with two chil­
dren. and that 1 three children shall bring the order of the 
Red Eagle, and so on. 

Startling statistics were recently given regarding the 
increase in divorces, especially in Berlin, which apparently 
is Germany's Reno. 

The percentage of divorces to marriages throughout Ger­
many doubled between 1901 and 1911. During 1912 one 
marriage in every twenty-five ended in divorce in Prussia. 
In all Pru.ssian towns the percentage rose to one in eighteen. 
while in Berlin it rose to one divorce in ten marriages. If 
the present increase in divorces contiuues, in 1957 there will 
be no married per;~ons who have not at sometime been di· 
•orced except those who have just wedded. 

There are 150,000 children mostly under three years of 
age orphaned by their parents' divorce, and at the present 
rate of increase will reach half a million within a few year11. 

The growth of luxury, increasing immorality and night­
life are claimed as the principal contributing causes especi­
ally in Berlin, though one weekly paper says there is a small 



SOCIAL PROGRESS 

.Prussian town where it would be difficult to find one younc 
married woman who is faithful to her husband. 

Many of the night resorts in Berlin do not open their 
lloor1 until 2 o'clock in the morning, and several open after 
the cabarets and dance halls are closed and continue till 
day-light. To see men in evening dress returning home at 
8 o'clock in the morning is not unusual." 

This description ceca Us the condition of 

Rome before her downfall, when one Emperor 

"gave rewards to women who had many chil· 

Jren, and prohibited those who were under forty­

five years of age and who had no children, from 

wearing jewels and riding in litters; and an­

other" in view of the general a voidance of legal 

marriage and resort to concubinage with slaves 

was compelled to impose penalties upon the 

unmarried," when "to be childless, and there­

fore without the natural restraint of a family, 

was looked upon as a singular felicity." 

The m'>St divergent views have been en­

tertained with regard to the influence of the 

caste sy~tem on Hindu civilization. There are 

a few \Ve~tern author:.; tile Bluntschli and Abbe 

Dubois who ha\'e extolled it to the sides. "In­

dian ch·ilisation i,; the bloss-om and fruit of the 

t';btf'·:>ystem," sa~·s Bluntschli. ••1 believe caste ' 
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division to be in many respects the chef d't:evrt, 

the happiest effort of human legislation. 1 am 

persuaded that it is simply and solely due to 

·the distribution of the people into castes that 

India did not lapse intG) a state of barbarism, 

and that she ,preserved and perfected the arts 

and sciences of civilisation whilst most other 

nations of the earth rem~ined in a state of bar­

barism,'' opines Abbe Dubois. There is no 

name which stands higher than that of Comte 

among the social philosopher~ of the West, and 

he inclined strongly towards the principle of 

caste. According to him, "corresponding to 

the organs of nutrition and cerebration in the 

animal body are the temporal and spiritual 

powers in the body politic. The temporal 

power consists of governors, directors, and ad­

ministrators; and its function is to superintend 

the organisation of industry and carry on the 

work of practical administration. The spiri­

tual consists of the philosophical priesthood, 

and its function IS to moderate by its moral pres· 

sure the exercise of the Temporal Power for the 

benefit of the community at large." The Hindus 



SOCIAL PR.OGJJ;SS 

male Duty and Religion to a great extent 

identical. In fact their term for Religion ii 

Dharma which primarily means Duty; the Duty 

prescribed for each caste. Comte also makes 

Relibion and Duty almost identical. •· The sub­

titance and crown of Religion," says Frederick 

Harrison, one oi his most distinguished disci­

ples," is to answer the question, what is my duty 

in the world, my duty to my fellow-beings, my 

duty to the world and all that is in it and of 

it •..•.•••...••• Religion is summed up in Duty." 

But the great majority of the \Vesterners 

have condemned caste as" the most disastrous 

and blighting of human institutions"; and the 

Neo-lndians generally chime in with them 

though their practice is o_ften at variance with 

their profession. This condemnation of caste 

rests upon the modern doctrine of equality, the 

doctrine, "that all men are born equal," first 

preached so forcibly and so earnestly by Jean 

Jacques Rousseau. A doctrine less founded 

upon facts, or more mischie\·o1.1s in it:> influence, 

and more irreconcilable with conduct has neHr 

0btaineJ a wider currency. The Hind.1 d.xtrine 
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of equality is much more scientific and consit­

ent. While it recognises the primal equality of 

all souls as sparks of the One Divine fire, it 

also recognises the obvious inequality of the 

physical bodies in which they are encased at 

birth-an inequality which is accounted for as 

tbe result of Karma. 

Viewing the caste-system, as originally de­

veloped, in the Jight of recent 'Western develop­

ments and movements, we are inclined to think 

that it does credit to the head no less than to 

the heart of the Aryan sages of ancient India 

who conceived and constructed it. It is firmly 

based upon the principle of heredity and anti­

cipated the modern science of Eugenics. It is 

a system of organised inequality, but of inequa­

lity so adjusted as not to press very severely 

upon the classes affected by it. The dark-skin­

ned aborigines of btdia were not made slaves; 

but they were assigned a well defined position, 

though that position was the lowest in the so­

ciety of the Aryan conquerors. The treatment 

which the Sudras received was no less humane, 

and infinitely less calculated to produce friction 
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than the treatment which, at the present day, 

the "blacks" receive at the hands of the 

·• whites" after a century's war-cry of ''liberty, 

equality, and fraternity," and after so many 

centuries of the altruistic influence· of Chris­

tianity. 

The Brahmans, as a class, did not seek rna· 

terial aggrandisement; government, trade, in 

short, every occupation calculated to further 

material interests they left to the lower classes, 

and thus they effectually secured themselves 

against the desire of encroachment. What they 

sought to restrict within the two highest classes, 

and especially within their own class, was spi­

ritual and intellectual advancement; and that 

is of a nature which does not usually excite the 

jealousy of the mass of the people. 

Caste has held together the heterogeneous 

dements of which Hindu society is composed. 

Without it the Hindus might possibly have 

risen even higher than they did; but, without 

it, they would have been sure to sink much 

lower than they have done; and would in all 

probability have been wiped off altogether as a 
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distinct entity. The Brahmans have handed 

down the culture and wisdom of their ancestors 

from generation to generation. The surviving 

representatives of the Khatriyas are still found 

to possess to some extent the martial qualities 

of their ancestors. The artisans and cultivators 

have for unto!d centuries maintained their here­

ditary skill and workmanship. "But for the Caste 

systew," observes Mr. E. B. Havell, "the tradi­

tional artistic culture, which gives the present 

generation of Indians such a splendid foundation 

to build upon, would long ago have disappeared 

entirely." Caste secured an ideal condition of 

harmony in the society. The forces making for 

material development were effectively controlled 

and equipoised by those which lead to ethical 

and spiritual development. While Caste secured 

the advantages of division of work, and of the 

hereditary transmission of intelligence and ma­

nipulative skill, it restricted competition within 

well defined limits and thus minimised the ma­

nifold evils of excessively hard struggle for 

. existence. 
It is unquestionable, however, that in course 
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of time, the caste system became largely over· 

laid by a thick crust of prejudice and supersti­

tion owing to the peculiar attitude of Hinduism 

towards Hindu society and other causes. 

In one sense, Hinduism is a very ancient 

religion; in another, it is not. Though profess. 

edly based upon the Vedas, it is no more like 

the Vedic religion than man is like the proto­

plasmic germ out of whtch he is supposed to 

have been evolved. It has grown during four 

thousand years to be what it is at present. It is 

not the creed of the Vedas, nor of the Brahmanas, 

nor of the Upanishads, nor of the Puranas; it is 

neither pantheism, nor monotheism, nor Vaish­

navism, nor Saktism; yet it is all these. The 

keynote of Hinduism is struck by Srikrishna 

in the Bhagavadgita :-

" However men approach Me, e\'en so do I 

welcome them, for the path men take from every 

side is Mine." 

.. Hinduism eanno\ be ealled a homogeneollll religion in ilie 
unse that Judaism and Zoroutri&nism ean be among the 
older, or Christi&nity and ll&homedanism among ilie more 
rt<:ent religioDJL The catholicity and eclecticism of Hindu­
illm hue been of immenae advanuge to it. If it had &hewn 

13 
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less toleration, less adaptability to its environment, it would 
probably not have survived so long. But, there 1s a remark· 
able unity underlying the diversity of tb,e forms of faith com· 
prised under Hinduism. Though there are numerous Saiva, 
Vaishnava and other sects, the number of sectaries is com· 
paratively insignificant. The majority of the Hindu popu· 
lation accept the whole system of the Hindu mythology. 
Preference for any particular deity does not preclude the 
worship of the oiher deities. Sectarianism, that is strict 
adhesion to one divinity or one faith, is quite unusual. The 
usual practice is for one and the san.e Hindu to pay hia 
homage to Vishnu, Siva, and the various deities of the 
Vaishnava and Saiva pantheons. The same Hindu will often 
in one round of pilgrimage visit temples dedicated to Shiva, 
Krishna, and Devi. The same Hindu will often in the course 
of one year celebrate the worship of these and various other 
divinities; and if he is philosophically disposed, he will with 
Bhartrihari exclaim : ' One God. Siva or Vishnu.'* 

Hinduism has never been guided by the 

protective spirit in purely spiritual and intel­

lectual matters. It has never been wedded to 

such dogmatic views about man and nature as 

to make any departure therefrom punishable as 

heresy, as was the case in Europe until quite 

recently. The most antagonistic creeds have 

existed in India, from the remotest tima, without 

sc .. rcely ever giving rise to persecution worth 

• .A Hi3tor71 of Hindu. Civilizati01a during British Rult. 
VoL I, p. 48. 
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the n arne. There is scarcely any form of faith, 

from agnosticism, monotheism and pantheism 

to idolatry and feti5hisrn, that Hinduism does 

not comprise. There is still a good deal of mis­

conception about that religion. All Hindus are 

generally considered by Europeans to be gross 

idolators and fetishists. The fact is, however, 

that the cultured among them, including even 

those that ha 1;e not received the light of Eng­

lish education, are in reality generally pantheists 

or monotheists. But whatever their religious; 

belief, the attitude of the Hindus towards other 

religions is one of philosophic toleration. 

One of the most important causes of the 

stability of Hinduism is this toleration which 

implies adaptability to environment. :\lahome­

d.:~~dsm made but few converts except among 

the Hinduised aborigines. Nor has Christianity 

been more successful than !\tahomedanism. The 

Hindu converts to Christianity form a compara­

t i \"c ly in:s ignificant fraction cf the total popula­

tion; anJ they mostly belong to the lowest ranl.:s 

d scoeiety. But few Hindus of the higher C..tStes 

now embrace Christianity. The fact is. to 
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quench his spiritual thirst, the Hindu has no, 

need to search for springs outside his religion .• 

So far as their religious tenets are concerned, the 

reformers of the present day, like their prede­

cessors, draw their inspiration from the Vedas, 

the Upanishads and the Vedanta system of phi· 

losophy. There is no religion in the world 

which permits so much freedom of religious con· 

viction, and the literature of which is so many· 

sided as Hinduism. Educated Hindus, whether 

they seek for salvation in Knowledge, Faith, or 

Love, can find light or guidance in some part or 

other of the rich and varied literature of their 

ancestors. 

The onlv recent•sects in which Western in­

fluence is at all traceable are the Arya Samaj 

and the Brahmo Samaj. Though their attitude 

towards orthodox Hinduism in the beginning 

was rather uncompromising and iconoclastic, it 

is gradually becoming more and more amicable; 

and they both draw their inspiration from the 

Hindu Sastras, the Arya Samajists from the 

Vedas and the Brahmos from the Upanishads 

and 'the Vedanta philosophy. "The Vedas," 
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writes Swami Dayananda Sara swati, the founder 

ef the Arya Samaj, " are revealed by God. I re• 

gard them as self-evident truth, admitting of 

no doubt, and depending on the authority of no 

other book, being represented in Nature, the 

Kingdom of God." The Arya Samaj holds 

weekly meetings at which prayers and hymns 

are chanted on the Samaveda system. 

But Hinduism has been as intolerant and illi­

beral in matters of social conduct as it has been 

tolerant and liberal in matters :)f religious belief. 

And the efforts of the reformers of old India 

from the remotest antiquity to the present day 

have been directed mainly against the evil con­

sequences of this despotic sway of Hinduism in 

social matters especit~lly in regard to caste. In 

so far as the reformatory movements of new 

India are also directed against tho.t sway so as 

to restore to Hindu society the comparatively 

greater freedom which it enjoyed when it attain­

ed the highest stage of civilization some two 

thousand years ago, they are undoubtedly bene­

ficial, but are nut new and are devoid of the 

Jtreat importance usually clai~ed for them. But 
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in so far as they are carried on in a radical 

manner so as to bring Hindu society ;into line 

with the Western they are as unquestionably 

detrimental. It is well, for instance, that the 

discipline of the Brahmacharya should be en­

forced on students irrespective of caste as is done 

at Gurukula, the largest educational institution 

maintained by the Arya Samaj. But the" uplift" 

movement of new India which aims at elevating 

the lower classes on an entirely material basis 

b;y educating them so that they may compete 

with the upper for the various services and for 

the learned professions, and m'ly have an "equ­

lity of opportunity " in the struggle for animal 

existence as in the West is fraught with grave 

danger to Hindu society. Child marriage is 

undoubtedly an evil, and it is well that the mar­

riageable age of both boys and girls should be 

gradually raised. But to do away with the 

sacramental idea of marriage and make it a 

matter of contract, or to defer marriage till very 

late in life after the \Vestero fashion as is being 

done in the most progressive sections of Nco­

Indian Society cannnot do any go 1d to Hindu 
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society but, on the contrary, may do it consider­

able harm. It is one thing to loosen the fetters 

of the strict purda of the higher class Indian 

female, which has come into vogue in some 

parts of India, and quite a different thing to 

emanacipate her so as to convert her to the "new 

woman" of the West. The remedies in such 

cases are worse than the diseases-whether from 

the economic or the moral point of view. 

Spiritual development has ever been with 

us the goal of culture. It is to be attained by 

the path of ]11ana by the highly intellectual few, 

and by the path of Karma or of Bhakti by the 

rest of the community. Even agnostics, like the 

followers of the Sankhya philosophy, have for 

their goal the salvation of the soul. Gross mate­

rialism which ignores the existence of a soul 

altogether is confined only to a very small, al· 

most ne~ligible, number of extreme rationalists 

such as the Charvakas. Under the insiduous 

influence of the \Vestern environment, however, 

such materialism is becoming much more wide· 

spread than ever before. Hinduism enjoins cer• 

tain daily practices which are performed at 
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intervals from early morning till the time of re­

tirement and which are designed for self-culture. 

!'Jo matter what his special creed may be. 

whether he be polytheist, monotheist, pantheist. 

or even, agnostic, the orthodox Hindu has to 

devote some time every day to meditation and 

contemplation with a view to spiritual develop­

ment. The posture in which it is performed and 

the regulation of the breath which accompanies 

it promote at the same time physical well-being 

and concentration of mind. Then there are 

practices like the Bhuta and Manushya Yajans 

and the various Bratas (especially for women) 

which are designed to promote altruistic and 

spiritual culture. Under the stress and strain of 

increasingly strenuous struggle for existence at 

the present day, and the material tendencies of 

the 'Vestern environment, all these practices are 

falling into desuetude. The Neo-Hindus have 

little time or inclination for spiritual develop­

ment, so engrossed are they in their material 

pursuits. Even among the Brahmans there are 

but fe~ who can afford time for it. Following 

the Western example, the Neo-Hindus think far 
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less of the inner than of the outer life. Those 

who can afford among them are exchanging a 

life of self-denial and of plain and simole living 

for one of self~indulgence and of complicated 

and luxurious living. Such agencies and insti­

tions as the Yatra, the Panchali and the Kathakata, 

in Bengal, which served to propagate the high 

ethical and spiritual ideals of the Ramayana 

and the Mahabharata among the people, are be­

coming obsolete. The theatres, circuses, &c., 

by which they are being replaced, do not serve 

the same purpose. The rigorous discipline of 

the Brahmacharya, to which students were sub­

jected in the indigenous system of high educa­

tion, has not been replaced by any discipline of 

a similar character in the English system of 

education. 

Ethical development on a purely rationalis­

tic basis is possible only for the really enligh­

tened few. In the case of the mass of the peo­

ple it should, to be enduring, have a spiritual 

basis, ._!though it may have a large admixture 

of what may be called superstition. As the 

continuance of the life of Hindu civilization 
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largely depends upon the maintenance of its 

ethical ideals, it is highly questionable how far 

the abolition of the practices and institutions 

just briefly referred to and of sundry others 

analogous to them, however superstitious some 

of them may· be considered to be, constitutes 

progress; and when we bear in mind, that many 

of them were not only conducive to ethical and 

spiritual culture, but also, to a great extent, pro­

moted physical and intellectual culture, served 

disciplinary purposes, and protected indigenous 

industry, the orogress becomes largely delusive. 

The thick wall of prejudice and superstition 

which surrounds Hindu Society gets continually 

overgrown with thick, rank jungle and adven­

titious excrescences and their clearance from 

time to time is, no doubt, highly beneficial. But 

the axe and spade-work has to be done slowly 

and cautiously lest the entire wall should come 

down. Already the breaches ·which have been 

made in it have, along with a little light, let in a 

flood of ideas and agencies, which, unless its 

course is arrested, threatens to submerge Hindu 

society and wipe it out of existence. Better 
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prejudices and superstitions about food, drink 

and appnel, however irrational they may .:tppear 

to be, than any amount of so-called civilization 

and enlightenment which foster the drink-habit 

and flood the country with foreign manufacture to 

the detriment of indigenous industry and of the 

economic condition of the community. Better 

the worship of graven imap;es which promotes 

tranquillity, reverence and humility, than that ot 

ungraven fetishes which engenders greed, dis· 

quiet, and disrespect for superiors. Better Bratas, 

ltzantras, Tapa and japa which inculcate bene­

volence and a high sense of dutv than the 

lihibbolethes and formulas (If an immature civili­

zation which breed discord and an undue sense 

of right. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE ILLUSION OF POLITICAL PROGRSS. 

The foundation of the British empire in India 

was laid just about the time when Europe was 

on the verge of a revolution, one of the most 

important, politically, intellectually, and socially, 

which the world has ever seen. It was during 

the last half of the eighteenth and the first half 

of the nineteenth century that modern Europe 

sprung up with its democratic governments, its 

natural science, its steam engine and electric 

telegraph, and its innumerable labour-saving 

appliances. It would probably be no exaggera­

tion to say, that the Europe of the present cen­

tury is more different from the Europe of the 

eighteenth, than the Europe of the eighteenth 

was from the Europe of the first century. The 

Congress of Vienna did its best to restore to 

Europe the political arrangements which had 
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existed before the rise of Napoleon. But the 

Powers did not see, or they ignored the new 

political forces which had come into existence 

towards the close of the eighteenth century; and 

the political equilibrium which they thought they 

had established did not endure very long. The 

interest of the political historv of Europe for 

sometime after the Vienna Congress was centred 

in the struggles of the people for liberty and 

self-government. 

The wave of liberalism which passed through 

Europe affected even the British administration 

of India, though, of course, to a very small extent. 

The Government of the East India Company had 

until the close of the eighteenth century been a 

despotism with scarcely any mitigating features 

to compensate for the loss of the manifold advan­

tages of a native rule. All that the Company 

had till then cared for was money; all that their 

servants in India had till then striven for was to 

secure a dividend for their masters, and to secure 

as much as they could for themselves either in 

the shape of gain, or, perhaps, also of fame. 

But since then, especially since 1832, the year 
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in which the Reform Bill crowned the cause of 

democracy in England, the British-Indian ad­

ministration has been pervaded, to however 

small an extent, by the spirit of modern Europe. 

Since then, the benefit of India has generally 

been urged, at least by English statesmen, as 

the main object of the retention of India ;* and 

though in practice that object has not often 

been kept in view, its theoretical recognition 

bespeaks the liberal spirit of modern Europe. 

It is this spirit which, notwithstanding the fre· 

quent advocacy of narrow-minded views of coer­

cion and repression by influential organs of the 

Anglo-Indian world has kept Anglo-Indian bure­

aucracy from sinking into unmitigated absolut­

ism. 

It was in 1833 that a statute was passed 

which provided that no native of India, "'nor 

• Mr. Gladstone said on one occasion : "The question is 
not whether we are jnstified in the acquisition or not [of 
India]; the question is not whether our hands were clean or 
not in that acquisition; the question is what obligations we 
have contracted towards the nearly 200 millions of people 
under our rule in India, and towards the God who cares for 
that people as much as for us." Easay8 political, social, 
and religioutl: India, by R. Congreve, 1874, pp. 78-79. 
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any natural-born subject of His Majesty resi­

dent therein, shall, by reason only of his reli­

gion, place of birth, descent, colour, or any of 

them, be disabled from holding any place, office, 

or employment under the said Government." 

It was in the same liberal spirit that the Court 

of Directors issued their despatch of the lOth 

December, 1834 :-

" It is fitting that this important enactment should be 
understood in order that its full spirit and intention may be 
transfused through our whole system of administration. 

" , . • . • The meaning of the -enactment we take 
to be that, there shall be no governing caste in British 
India ; that, whatever other tests of qualification may be 

adopted, distinctions of race or religion shall not be of the 
number ; thai no subject of the .King, whether of Indian, or 
British, or mixed descent. shall be excluded either from the 
posts usu~~olly conferred on our Uncovenanted Servants in 
India, or from the Covenanted Service itself; provided he be 
otbt>rwise eligible, consistently with the rules and agreeably 
to the conditions observed and enacted in the one ease aud 
in the other. • • • 

• C...rt .. in offices are appropriated to them (the Natives), 
from cert.tin otht>rs they are debarred; not because these 
lattn belong w the Covenantt>d Service, and the former do 
not belong to it, but r•rofessedly on the ground that the 
avt-rll.ge •mount of N alive qualifications c..n be presume! 
only w ri"e ~o a certain limic.. his this line of demarcation 
•·l.icb the pre~>en\ enactmen\ obliterates. or rather, {.:>r whio h 
i& aubs'-'tut.ea ano\her, whollt irrespecti•e of the distinction 
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of races. Fitness is henceforth to be the criterion of eli· 
gibility." 

The adminisirative policy of the Government 

had hitherto been to exclude Indians from all 

responsible posts. In the 'executive department, 

the only Indi~n officer entrusted with any power 

was the Police Daroga with a salary of twenty­

five rupees a month. In the judicial department 

the highest officer was the Munsiff who could 

try civil cases involving only petty amounts. 

While European judges could in the ordinary 

course of promotion rise up to two thousand 

and :five hundred rupees a month, the Munsiff 

had no pay whatever, but was left to get what 

be could by a. small commission on the value of 

suits. The fatal effects of this unjust and short­

sighted policy soon made themselves apparent. 

In the words of Trevelyan, "the wheels of Gov­

ernment soon became clogged; more than half 

the business of the country remained un-per­

formed ; and at last, it beeame necessary to 

abandon a plan, which, after a fair trial had 

completely broken down."* If was left to Lord 

• Trevelyan, Education of the People of India p. 156. 
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William Bentinck one of the few liberal-minded 

and large-hearted statesmen that India has seen, 

to carry out the principles of the despatch of 

1834; and for the first time in the History of 

British Rule, Indians were appointed to posts of 

any responsibility. 

The noble sentiments of the despatch of 1834 

have bePn reiterated over and over in official 

documents of which the most authoritative is the 

proclamation issued by Her Gracious Majesty 

the Queen in 1858 when she assumed the direct 

Government of British India : 

•• We hold ourselves bound to the Natives of 

our Indian territories by the same obligations of 

duty which bind us to all our other subjects; 

and those obligations, by the blessing of Al­

mighty God, we shall faithfully and ccnscien­

tiously fulfil. • • • 

•• And it is our further will that, so far as may 

bt, our subjects, of whatever race or creed, be 

freely and impartially admitted to offices in our 

Service, the duties of which they may be quali­

fied by their education, ability. and intergity, 

duly to discharge." 
14 
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A great deal has been done to give effect to 

these liberal principles. But, a great deal more 

stili remains to be done. Until 1853, appoint­

ments to the Convenanted services of the East 

India Company were made by the Directors by 

nomination. ln that year, the Covenanted Civil 

and Army Medical Services were thrown open 

to public competition in England, to which all 

British subjects were to be eligible. This was 

certainly a gain for the people of India who 

had hitherto been entirely excluded from those 

services. But, the gain was small considering 

their poverty and other circumc;tances which 

stood in the way of their sending their boys to 

a distant country on the mere chance of a com­

petitive examination; and a great meeting was 

held in Calcutta in 1853 at which one of the 

speakers said: 

"True it may be said that as the competition is to be 

•• unlimited," the natives may send their children to England 

to pass through Haileybury or Addiscombe to qualify them 

for one or other of the branches of the Service, but am I to 

be told that with the mere chance of obtaining appointments, 

natives are to send their children to England, without their 
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families around them, without their friends to guide them, 
to be left there in the miu&t of strangers? "• 

English education first initiated the Indian 

into a historical literature which showed how 

the people had come to be a great political 

power among several of the most civilized 

nations of the West; how they had wrested 

important privileges from unwilling tyrants ; 

how they had risen against despots, deposed 

them, nay even executed them and established 

republican forms of government. It is true they 

had long been familiar with representative 

government; but it was strictly of a local charac­

ter. The jurisdiction of the village or caste 

punchayet never extended far beyond the limits 

of the village. It was with English education, 

that the Indians imbibed the idea of a national 

representative government. They came to know 

that the sovereign of the great British Empire 

could not get a single penny unless the represen­

t:ttives of the people voted it ; that the great 

Englishmen, who in India set up or deposed, 

rewarded or punished kings ruling over large 
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territories were accountable for their deeds to 

those representatives, and that one of those 

magnates had actually been arraigned before a 

tribunal of justice for his misdeeds in India. 

They had known of emperors summarily puni­

shing erring 'governors ; but the idea of the 

people or their representatives having any voice 

in such matters was quite new to them. The 

growth of democracy in the West was quite a 

revelation to them ; and it made a powerful 

impression. Hitherto politics had among the 

Hindus been almost entirely disassociated from 

culture ; the literary men had scarcely ever 

been known to take part in political movements 

or concern themselvs about the political rights of 

the people. There were authors who advocated 

. the equality of man in religion, and who denoun­

ced s'lcial disabilities ; but equality in political 

matters and representative form of government 

were new ideas introduced by English educa­

tion, and they made a deep• impression upon 

the Hindu intellect. Soon after the establish­

ment of English schools, there grew up men 

like Harish Chandra Mukherji and Ramgopal 
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Ghose• who ably advocated the cause of the people 

and agitated for their rights. Writing as early as 

1838, twenty years after the establishment of the 

first English school in Bengal, Sir C. Trevelyan 

recognised in the educated youth of that province 

a strong desire for representative form of Govern· 

ment. Some of his observations in this connec­

tion are so suggestive and are made in such a 

sympathetic spirit that they may be aptly quoted 

here. Coming from the r\orth-\Vestern Province 

to Bengal, be was strucK by t!:le remarkable differ­

ence in the political attitude of the better class 

people in the two provinces. In the former, 

where English education had scarcely penetrated 

yet, the people had no other idea of political 

• Haruh Chandra Yukherji was born i.n 18U. He waa \he 
llditor of the Hiadoo Patriot 11ewspaper from 18S3 nntil hYI 
death iD 1S6L He warmly &dYoe&led the cause of the ryo\.1 
oppl'tWM.'d by the Indigo pl.&nten. He wu p~uled by 
the pluklra for the chargea he had bro~ogU against them 
ia hi• journaL The plalltera got a decree, and his house wu 
atle(:heJ a.nd netioned of!'. 

R&mgop..l Hhoee • u born iJl 1815. He took a nry pro­
mi.nellt pa11 iJl t.he poli&.ica of hi• day. Hie epeecll oa the 
Ch&rur Art of 1SS8 wu apok:en of by the TiiiWI aa a 
• maa\.erpieee ol oratory.• He died iJl 186&. 
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betterment than the absolute expulsion of the 

English; in Bengal, on the other hand, where 

English education had already made some pro­

gress, some form of representative national as­

sembly was held up as the ideal. "No doubt, 

both the schemes of national improvement (the 

sudden and absolute expulsion of the English, 

and the gradual formation of national represen­

tative assembly)," says Trevelyan, "suppose the 

termination of the English rule ; but while that 

event is the beginning of the one, it is' only the 

conclusion of the other. In one, the sudden and 

violent overthrow of our Government is a necess­

ary preliminary : in the other, a long continuance 

of our administration, and the gradual with­

drawal of it as the people become fit to govern 

themselves, are equally inrlispensable."* 

With the progress of English education, the 

idea of representative government has taken 

deep root into the Hindu mind. It has been 

fostered not only by the spirit of English litera­

ture with its Milton, Burke and Mill, but also by 

• Treyelyan, On the Education of the people of India, 
(London, 1838), p. 200. 
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the living sympathy of a few noble-minded 

Britons,* who have cordially helped or guided 

the political aspirations of educated Hindus. 

Political Associations have sprung up in various 

parts of India, some of the more notable among 

which are the British Indian Association and the 

Indian Association in Bengal, the Bombay Presi­

sidency Association and the Puna Sarvajanik 

Sabha in Bombay, and the Mahajana Sabha in 

Madras. The oldest of these, the British Indian 

Association of Calcutta, came into existence in 

the year 1851. From its foundation it has count­

ed among its members, the pick of the landed 

aristocracy of Bengal. Kristodas Pal, one of the 

greatest journalists that India has produced, 

was its Secretary from 1879 to 1884. The Indian 

Association of Calcutta was established in 1876. 

The Puna Sarvajanik Sa bba was started in 

• Among these mention may be made of George Thomp­
eon, All<>n 0. Hume and Sir Wil:iam Wedderbu.rn.. George 
Tboopson, a distinguished orator, came to India in 1833. H 
•as •ith his active c~peration that the Landholders' .A.ss&­
ciation (which ... ·as afterwards converted into the Briti.sh 
Indian Association) was est&bl:siled. The active pan taken 
by Mr. Hume and Sir Willi&m Wedderburn in the National 
C ongrese is ..-ell kno..-n to need any mention here. 
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1870 with the object of affording u facilities t() 

the people for knowing the real intentions and 

objects of Government as also adequate means 

for securing their rights by making timely 

representations to Government of the real cir­

cumstances in which they are placed." These 

provincial political movements were centralised 

in 1885 by the National Congress which brought 

the political aspirations of new India to a focus. 

All this political activity is quite natural. 

It is but natural that when one suffers from 

what he considers to be wrongs he should 

give as emphatic an expression to them as 

is possible. That such expression has done 

a certain amount of good is also unquestion­

able. Apart from the useful social purpose 

served by the National Congress by bringing 

together a fair number of the representatives 

of the educated community from all parts of 

India and enabling them to mix together and 

interchange their ideas, authoritative pronoun­

cements on current political subjects by such a 

representative assembly have probably some 

effect. But its importance and usefulness have 
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been greatly over-estimated, and the belief that 

it will ever lead to anything like the •• sys­

tem of Government similar to that enjoyed by 

the self-governing members of the British Em­

pire" is altogether illusory. Further, even if 

such a vision were realised, it is very doubtful 

whether the realisation, under existing condi­

tions, would do much good, if any, to India. 

Until recently what little of redundant energy 

there is in new India, found its vent solely in 

political activity. The men -who, in the esti­

mation of new India, are building up an Indian 

"nation" are, almost without exception, men 

who are distinguished for such activity. To be 

able to make eloquent speeches on po!itical 

platforms has hitherto been the highest aspira­

tion of the average Neo-lndian outside Govern­

ment service. The consequence is, an amount 

of energy has been expended upon politics 

which is altogether disproportionate to its im­

port in national life, and incommensurate with 

the results obtained. Not only so: a portion 

of the energy has been directed to dangerous 

paths, dangerous alike to those who pursue 
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them and t'o the entire community. No doubt 

in these respects, new India follows the exare~ 

ple of the Western world but, as in a multitude 

of other cases, follows it quite blindly. 

The thinkers of the West are generally in 

agreement with the sages of India in sub­

ordinating political to other forms of individual 

or social activity. They know very well-

"How small, of all that human hearts endure, 

That part which kings or laws can cause or cure." 

Socrates considered himself to be "too upright 

a man to be safe " in politics :-

"Forms of government" says Herbert Spencer " are valu­
able only where they are products of national character. No 
cunningly devised political arrangements will of themselves 
do anything. No amount of knowledge respecting the uses 
of such arrangements will suffice ......... In proof I might 
enumerate the illustrations that lie scattered through the 
modern histories of Greece, of South America, of Mexico. Or 
I might dwell on the lesson ......... presented us in France, 
where the political cycle shows us again and again that new 
Democracy is but old Despotism differently spelt, where now, 
as heretofore, we have Libert~. Egalite, Fraternite, conspicu· 
ous on the public buildings, and now, as heretofore, have for 
interpretations of these words the extremest party-hatreds, 
vituperations, and actual assaults in the Assembly, wholesale· 
arrests of men unfriendly to those in power, forbiddings of 
public meetings, and suppressions of journals; and where 
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now, as heretofore, writers professing to be ardent advocates 
of political freedom, reioice in those acts which shackle and 
gag their antagonists. But, I will take instead, a case more 
nearly allied to our own. 

For less strikingly, and in other ways, but still with 
sufficient clearness, this,' same truth is displayed in the 
United States. I do not refer only to such extreme illustra· 
tions of it as were at one time furnished in California: where 
along with that complete political freedom/ which some 
think the sole requisite for social welfare, most men lived in 
perpetual fear for their lives, where others prided themselves 
on the notches which marked, on the hilts of their pistols, 
the numbers of men they had killed. Nor will I dwell on the 
state of society existing under republican forms in the West, 
where a white woman is burned to death for marrying a 
negro, where secret gangs murder in the night men whose 
conduct they dislike, -where mobs stop trains to lynch offend· 
ing persons contained in them, where the carrying of a 
revolv.,r is a matter of course, where judges are intimidated 
and the exeoution of justice often impracticable. I do but 
name these as extreJ'le instances of the way in which under 
institutions that nominally secure men from oppression, they 
may be intolerably oppressed-unable to alter their opinions 
and to conduct their private lives as they please ......... How 
security, lessened in this general way, is lessened in more 
special ways, we see in the bribery of judges, in the financial 
fr<~.uds by which many are robbed without possibility of re­
medy, in the corruptness of New York administration, which., 
taxing so heavily, does so little ......... While the outside form 
of free government remains, there has grown up within it 
a reality which lllakee government not free. The hody of 
professional politicians, entering public life to get incomes, 
organising their forces an<l developing their tactics, have, 
in f.ict, come tQ be a ruling class quite different from that 
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which the constitution intended to secure; and a class having 
interests by no mean• identical with public interests. "• 

Speaking of the influence of Government 

npon civilization Buckle observes: 
"The extent to which the governing class hav11 interfered 

and the mischiefs which that interference has produced are 
so remarkable, as to make thoughtful men wonder how 
civilization could advance in the face of such repeated 
obstacles. In some of the European countries the obstacles 
have in fact, proved insuperable, and the national progress is 
thereby stopped .......... The love of exercising power has been 
found to be so universal, that no class of men who have 
possessed authority have been able to avoid using it." 

As Flinders Petrit" observes, "Government 

is of great concern, but of little import. Con­

stitutional history is a barren figment compared 

with the permanent value of Art, Literature, 

Science or Economics. \\1 hat man does is the 

essential in each civilization, how he advances 

in capacities and what he bequeaths to future 

ages."t 

The comparative futility of political activity 

is shown by the failure of the Western System 

of Representative Government which raised 

such extravagant expectations a century ago. 

• The Study of Sociolog11. pp. 276-277. 
t Revolutiona of ('ivilization, p. 123. 
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We have already seen how, in the opinion of 

Herbert Spencer, it has failed in France and 

the United States. Dr. Jacks, Editor of the 

Hibbert Journal, who visited America recently 

observes: 
"The professional politics of America ar• corrupt and 

debated to an extraordinary degree ......... As things now are 
America is not a self-governing country except in name. The 
power behind the government is the political machine, which 
is controlled by the "boeaes " and haa become a veritable 
tyranny. The machine ia a contrivance of remarkable in• 
genuity which can only be compared with the inventions of 
Edison, and its object ie eimply that of depriving free men 
of free use of their votea. I came in contact everywhere 
with men who groan under it.a tyranny." 

In regard to Germany it is now well known 

to what a farce the Western system of Repre­

sentative Government has been reduced there, 

and how even the luminaries of science, liter­

ature and philosophy ktJ'W-tow to a strong-willed 

autocrat. In Great Britain, Mr. H. G. Wells 

observes: 
.. We do not heve any Electiona any more; we heYe 

Rejections. What really happena a\ a general election il 
thet the part;r organisation-obscure and secretive conclavee 
with entirelr mysterious funda,-appoint about twelve hundred 
men~ be our rulen1, and all that we, we ao-ealled ~elf-govnw.­
'"" ~ple, are permitted ~do ia, in a muddled angr:r way, 
~ etrilr.e off the namea of about helf of these eelected gentle-
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men,"* "It is pathetic, I think," says Mr. Balfour, "to hear 
that so many of the most earnest men in modem Europe 
regard the representative system as almost played out­
perhaps I am putting that too strongly, but not I think, 
much too strongly-and as fit now only for Turkey, or China." 

Despite the opinions of the greatest Western 

thinkers about the comparatively insignificant 

part which the State plays in sound national 

• The following extract from a recent issue of an English 
paper shows how corrupt the system of election in England 
still is:-

" Sir George Kekewich, formerly Secretary to the Board 
of Education, at a meeting of the National League for Clean 
Government last night at Essex Hall said, bribery was part 
of our parliamentary system and of our public life. He ~sed 
to represent a beautiful city with plenty of nice people in it, 
but ten shillings went a long way at an election time. To­
day in each constituency there was the party caucus, Liberal 
and Tory. They did not choose a candidate themselves. They 
went to the headquarters in London-went shopping in fact. 
Sometimes they got just the candidate they wanted, but some­
times they bought the goods on order. 

The real object was to find out how much money the candi­
date could give to the various institutions in the constituency. 
In some places there was enough actual bribery to tum the 
election. He knew places where there was an actual tariff, 
"five shillings down, and another five shillings if we win,'' 
for Parliamentary elections and half a crown for municipal 
elections. The Corrupt Practices Act was evaded, and there 
was a market for honours, £5,000 for a knighthood, £25,000 
for a baronetcy, £60,000 for a Peerage. Those were the 
recognised prices. .. 
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development there are special reasons why the 

State looms so large in the eyes of the Western 

nations. The most important of these is the 

abnormal growth of industrialism. Normally 

industrial and commercial expansion is anta­

gonistic to the military spirit and favours peace 

and the virtues it fosters. But the abnormal 

industrial and commercial development of the 

West has reversed this relation. The relation 

of modern industrialism to militarism is that of 

allies, not of enemies. From the industrial ap­

plications of the Physical Sciences, there have 

resulted titanic mills and factories but a very 

small fraction of the produce of which can be 

absorbed by Europe. Markets outside Europe 

must, therefore, be found for it, and markets in 

\Vestern vocabulary have come to mean depen­

dencies and "spheres of influence." The !1cram­

ble for such markets in Asia and Africa, have 

made international jealousies and rivalries in 

the occident keener than ever before, and is 

unquestionably the most potent cause of the 

inordinate militarism of modern Europe. This 

militarism has necessarily made the State so 
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influential as to usurp functious which should be 

normally left to the people to discharge. This 

overwhelming influence of the regulative agency 

over the regulated part of the community is 

gradually making the self-government of the 

latter a nullit~, and however beneficial it may 

arpear to be temporarily, spells ultimate ruin 

to the nation as a whole'. A large portion of 

the best manhood of the great nations of Europe 

is now in one way or another forced to be en­

gaged either in making munitions, or in being 

trained to be "food for powder." A writer in a 

recent issue of the North American Review ob· 

serves: "What are the millions of French Aus­

trian and Russian (and also Italian and German) 

boys in the trenches to-day but slaves ? What 

have they ever been but slaves ? Taken almost 

from the cradle and gripped by a system which 

held them as in a vice to become what ? Cogs 

in a machine, a :fighting machine, constructed 

with ruthless energy and superlative skill to 

beat down another :fighting machine ; nothing 

less. nothing more. Patriotism? Fa ugh!.. .•••••• 

slavery? Compared with theirs ours vvhich we 
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abolished by war was beneficent and kind­

ly.'' 

The Neo-Indians without probing the special 

causes which have made the State so supreme 

in the West, and without considering the dele· 

terious and paralysing tendencies* of the ab­

sorption by the state of activities which should 

• The following extract from the New Era (Nov. 1913) 
illustrates one aspect of the evil tendencies of a paternal 
system of Government :-

"No other country in the world has gone so far in pater­
nalism as New Zealand. In no other place has the spirit of 
regulating every man's business been more zealously fostered. 
The New Zealand" plan" has for several years been flounted 
in the face of an older world as the very last work in 
government. 

But alas and alack! That paradise of paternalism is right 
now in the grip of a universal strike. The labouring man 
has disco\'ered that his troubles are as great as ever, and the 
business man knows to his dearly-purchased sorrow that 
there are ills which no amount of specious Government 
coddling c~n cure. 

While bluejackets from British v•arships strive to quell 
the nation-wide rioting, hunger and distress afflict the land. 
Here we see the actual result of a real application of the 
socialistic principles of Government. 

Such a lamentable failure of the theory that a Govern­
ment ~hould do everything and attend to every man's business 
is an oiJject lesson for all mankind. It is a solid pound ~f fact 
oahicb outweighs 10,000 tons of fine-spun theories; the human 
race cannot be relieved of all its ills by legislation." 

IS 
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normally be exercised by the people, follow 

the Western crowd and attach a degree of im­

portance to state agency and to politics which 
' is crushing their manhood and is fraught with 

the gravest peril to their civilh.ation. This is 

all the more regrettable as old India enjoyed 

a measure of real self-government which is not 

to be met with even am0ng the most advanced 

nations of the West. "Singular," as says 

Carlyle, ''in the case of human swarms, with 

what perfection of unanimity and quasi-reli­

gious conviction the stupidest absurdities can 

be received as anxioms of Euclid, may, as articles 

of faith which you are not only to believe, 

unless malignantly insane, but are (if you have 

any honour or morality) to push into practice, 

and without delay see done, if your soul would 

live ! " 

Lieut.-Col. Mark Wilks says: "Each Hindu township is, 
and indeed always was, a petty republic by itself ......... The 
whole of India is nothing more than a vast congeries of such 
republics." " The village communities" says Sir C. Metcalfe, 
"are little republics having nearly everything they can want 
within themselves and almos~ independent of any foreign 
nation. They seem to las~ when nothing else lasts. Dynasty 
after dynasty tumbles down ; revolution succeeds revolution, 
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Pathan, :Mughal, Maratha, Sikh and English are all masters 
in turn; but the village communities remain the same. In 
times of trouble they arm and fortify themselves, a hostile 
army passes through the country, the village communities 
collect their cattle within their walls, and let the enemy pass 
unprovoked. If plunder and devastation be directed against 
themselves and the force employed be irrisistible, they flee 
to friendly village• at a distance; but when the storm is over 
they return and resume their occupations ......... A generation 
may pass away, but the succeeding generation will return ..... . 
This union of the village communities, each one forming a 
separate little state itself, has, I conceive, contributed more 
than any other course to the preservation of the people of 
India through all the revolutions and changes which they 
have suffered, and is in high degree conducive to their happi­
ness, and to the enjoyment of a great portion of freedom and 
independence.''• 

The village community system fostered self­

reliance and maintained social order. The 

communities managed their own affairs relating 

to education, sanitation, public works, police, 

law &c., in a way which was well suited to their 

material condition. If new India instead of 

pursuing the chimera of Western civilization 

in cities, remained contented with the simple 

life and the simple joys of the village, and en· 

deavoured to maintain the simple system of 

• Rt>porl of th~ Sel.'Ct Committu of the House of Com­
IM"-'1, 1832, Vol. III, Appendices, p. 33. 
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indigenous self-government the social crisis 

with which India is threatened to-day might 

have been averted. The pursuit of the Western 

path of politics has been an important contribu­

tory cause of the increasing invertebracy of the 

average Neo-~ndian. He can hardly stir a step 

in matters relating to sanitation, education, 

industry and, sometimes, even to social reform, 

without invoking the help and initiative of 

the government. Treated as a child, he remains 

more or less as such throughout life. He bit­

terly complains of bureaucratic interference, 

but acts so as to make such interference inevi­

table. He talks of glibly of self-government, 

but acts so as to gradually render himself more 

and more unfit for it. He loudly protests 

against the increasing employment of high 

placed Europeans, but acts so as to lead inevi­

tably to such employment. He frequently in­

dulges in platitudes a bout national progress, 

but is oblivious of the elementary principles 

of such progress, that a nation has to work 

out its own salvation by its own effort, and 

that the more help it takes from the state 
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beyond a certain limit, the more helpless it 

becomes. 

The political movement of new India has 

signally failed to attain its main object-its due 

share in the administration of the country. The 

chief cause of the discontent of new India is the 

exclusive policy of the British Government in 

India. The main grievance of the articulate 

community of India ever since the time of Ram­

mahan Raya has been its practical exclusion 

from the higher grades of the Government ser­

vices.* 

• The following extracts from the Proceedings of the 
House of Commons (1891) will show the nature of the appoint­
ments carrying a pay of Rs. 2,500, and more a year held by 
the Indians in 1886 :-

"The proportion of Europeans, Eurasians, and Indians in 
the covenanted and uncovenanted services [civil?) of India 
on March 31, 1886 at salaries varying from Rs. 50,000 and 
more to Rs. 1,000 were as follow: Salaries of Rs. 50,000 and 
upwards, 26 Europeans, I native; Rs. 40,000 toRs. 50,000, 
47 Europl'ana, 3 natives; Rs. 30,000 toRs. 40,000, 125 Euro~ 
Pf'&na: Rli. 20,000 to Rs. 30,0000, 346 Europeans, 3 Eurasians, 
2 natives: Rs. 10,000 to Ra. 20,000, 951 Europeans, 1% Eura­
aiana. 40 natives: Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 10.000, 205S Europeans, 
Ill Eurasians, 446 natives; Rs. 2,500 to Re. 5,000, 1.334 
Europeana, 647 Eurasians, 54.5 natives. 

In 191%, the covenanted civil se"ice waa composed of 
1!94 membera of whom only 56 are Indians. The foilowinc 
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But in the language of Sir H. J. S. Cotton-
"The Government is irresponsive; it remains the same, a 

monopoly of the ruling race, and so far from being any real 
advance in the direction of popular concessions, a distinct 
reactionary impulse animates its counsels. There is no dimi­
nution of suspicion, distrust, and dislike of the national 

table compiled from the report of the Public Service Com­
mission (1886) exhibits the proportion of the higher grade 
appointments held by the Indians (Hindus, Mahomedans, 
Parsis, etc.) in some of the minor departments : 

N arne of Department 

'd I ~12 QJ 

:§; ~; Ill 

s :!l..! :!l. :;; 
~ ~~:~ ~ -~ 
Cr;il Or;il :::1 z A r::t 

-----------------1--
Accounts Department... 
Customs ..................... . 
Jails .......................... .. 
Opium ........................ . 
Police ........................ .. 
Public W orka ............. .. 
Salt ............................ . 
Survey ........................ . 

25 8 3 
13 60 117 
60 15 18 
49 13 8 

315 33 5 
810 ;119* -

1~~ :~~; 1 ~~ 

6 
12 
16 
1 

17 
86 
7 
2 

Remarks 

•" Domiciled Eu­
ropeans" include 
Eurasians. 

One swallow, or even a dozen swallows, do not make a 
summer. And a dozen high posts do not give the Indians 
anything approaching an effectively substantial share in the 
administration of the country. The proportion of Indians in 
the higher ranks of the Government services instead of in· 
creasing, has, I believe, decreaaed of late. And what is far 
-worse, the trend of the British policy during lhe last two or 
three decades has been to interpose a wide gulf between the 
provincial and the imperial service:a in all the important de· 
partments, and to practically reserre the la.t,er for Europeans. 
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movement. The aim and end of the Imperial policy is to knit 
with closer bonds, the power of the British Empire over India, 
to proclaim and establish that supremacy through ceremonies 
of pomp and pageantry and by means of British capital to 
exploit the country in the economic interests of the British 
nation. The encouragement of Indian aspirations falls not 
within its ken ......... The great gulf which separates English· 
men from Indians is widening, and the increased bitterness 
of race feeling is now reflected by Indian as well as by 
English prejudice."* 

India is probably farther off the goal of real 

self-government now than she was three gener­

ations ago, when the ideal of liberty set up by 

the French Revolution was a living force in 

Europe; when the progress of the Western in­

dustrialism had not yet rendered the possession 

of Eastern markets an economic neceisity of 

vital importance to the more powerful nations 

of the West, when they had not yet engaged 

in a keen competition for the exploitation and 

spoliation of the weaker peoples of the world; 

and when steam and electricity bad not yet 

made the Anglo-Indian regard himself as any­

thing more than a bird of passage in India. 

The Ccngressists l.ty the flattering unction 

to their soul, that the recent expansion of the 

(revised edition), pp. 66-67. 
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legislative councils, which is held by them to 

be their greatest achievement, will ultimately 

lead to self-government like what is enjoyed by 

"the self-governing members of the British Em­

pire," and the Minto-Morley reforms were hailed 

by them as B;lmost inaugurating a new era for 

India. Great Britain has not produced a states­

man more sincerely liberal than Lord ~lorley. 

Even he declared emphatically: 

"If I were attempting to set up a Parliamentary System 
in India, or if it could be said that this chapter ofreforms led 
directly or necessarily up to the establishment of a Parlia­
mentary system in India, I, for one, would have nothing at 
all to do with it ......... lf my existence, either officially or 
corporally, were prolonged twenty times longer than either 
or them is likely to be, Parliamentary system in India is not 
the goal to which I for one moment would aspire." 

"Is iii conceivable " asks Lord Crew "thd an} time an 
Indian Empire could exist on the lines of Australia and New 
Zealand, with no British officials and troops, no tie of creed 
or of blood replacing those material bonds?" "In India," 
says Lord Sydenham, •· constitution-making is not studied. 
and I have been sometimes surprised to see colonial self­
government advoca1ed as a simple and natural development 
capable of early realization. I wonder if those who hold 
these views have any idea of what colonial self-governmeni 
means." 

Just as two and two will make four, and no 

amount of manipulation will Jead to a different 
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result, so it is impossible to get out of a human 

aggregate more than what is in it. I have 

elsewhere dealt with the amount of ethical 

development which Western society has un­

dergone within the last three centuries.* That 

development has certainly been most pronoun­

ced in England but even in England it has 

not yet gone far enough to render the altruis­

tic impulse of the community superior to the 

egoistic. Assuming that colonia 1 self-govern­

ment would be beneficial to India, the further 

assumption that it would be given for the asking 

however insistent, presupposes an amount of 

credulity, ignorance of human nature and of his­

tory in the leaders of the Congress, which would 

be quite inexplicable but for the fact that men 

who are pledged to a cause become as a rule 

purblind in regard to its prospects and defects. 

Their sanguine expectationt that institutions 

• Epochs of Civiilzation, pp. 288-382. 

t u ihould be noud that this illusion is gradually being 
di1pelle.d. Saya one of the Congress leadere (Ambika Charan 
Majumdar):-

.. At the outset, the leadere of Indian pnblic opmion appear 
to have strongly believed that the real remedJ for nearlJ aU 
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of a more or less academic character, whether 

denominated "Congress" or "Legislative coun­

cil" will ultimately lead to substantial self-gov­

ernment is sometimes belauded as "robust optim­

ism." But this "robust optimism " appears to 

us to be analagous to that of a child who plant­

ing the twig of a mango tree in his miniature 

garden perseveringly waters it, and fondly hopes 

that it will some day yield delicious mangoes. 

However, if notwithstanding the evidence 

of sociology and history and the emphatic 

asseveration of responsible statesmen to the 

contrary, a freak of politics secured colonial 

the grievances of the people lay in the Legislative Councils 
and in that view their energies were largely directed towards 
the expansion of these Councils on a representative basis. 
Lord Cross' reforms of 1892, though it would be quite unfair 
~o characterize them as mere lollypops, practically turned 
out to be very unsubstantial; while, eighteen years after, 
the very substantial reforms intiated by Lord Morley, also 
met with a similar fate. Although Lord Morley most gra· 
tuitously taunted the Indian public at the time with asking 
fer "the moon," a prayer which they in their senses could 
never venture to make even to any one who may be supposed 
to be nearer that orb, yet people are not altogether wanting 
in this country who only after five years' experiment have 
come to reg-ard his great reforms of 1910 as no more than 
mere moon-shine." The Indian Review, August, 1915. 
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self-government to India, it is highly problemati­

cal whether, she would at all benefit materially 

by the change, so long as the mental and moral 

nature of the average Briton remains unchanged 

and so long as the disparity of material condition 

between him and the Indian remains as at pre­

sent. The chances are, she would be much more 

inextricably entangled in the, toils of Western 

civilization without any adequate compensating 

advantage, and the grip of the West would close 

on her to crush her more effectively. The anti­

Indian prejudices and the domineering tenden­

cies of the average Briton are as strong as and 

probably stronger than ever. 

"On almost every railway journey," observes Mr. H. W. 
Nevinson, "one sees instar.ces of ill·manners that would 
appear too outrageous for belit>f at home. But it is the same 
throughout. In hotels, clubs, bungalows, and official cham­
bers, the people of the country, especially the educated 
classes, are treated with a habitual contumely more exas­
perating than savage persecution." "Among women" says 
Sir H. J. S. Cotton,' who are more rapidly demoralised than 
men, the abuse of tho~e • horrid llatives' is almost universal. 
Among lllE'Il how oftt>n do we hear the term 'nigger' applied 

withc.ut any indication of anger or intentional contempt, 
but u though it were the proper designation of the people 
of the country ! Even with those who are too well informed 
w us-e 'his term, the sentiment that prompt.s its u:~e is no' 
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wholly set aside ......... It is a grave symptom that the official 
body in India has now succumbed as completely as the 
non-official to anti-native prejudices ......... It is indeed a 
grave position to which we have drifted, for the change is 
complete, and the tension acute."• "It does not matter," 
says the same writer, "whether natives of India 1 live in 
English style, or whether they do not, but they are not allow­
ed admission into English society, or into Anglo-Indian 
clubs ......... Even one of my secretaries, a Cambridge graduate 
and a Barrister-at-law of the Middle Temple, a gentleman 
of high attainment• and marked amiability of character was 
not allowed access to our station club. It would be easy to 
multiply such cases ......... It is narrated by Lieut.-Col. Gra-
ham in his Life of Sir Syed Mahmood, on the authority of 
the latb Mr. Justice Mahmood, that when that distinguished 
Judge, during a visit to Madras, was taken by the then Chief 
Justice, Sir Charles Turner, •o the Madras club, a member 
promptly came up and told the Chief Jufitice to Mr. Mah· 
mood's face, that "no native was allow!'ld in the club," and 
both Sir Charles and Mr. Justice Mahmood had at once to 
leave the club premises." The "story of the Indian Rajah 
[who went on a state visit to Agra and travelled in a first 
class compartment with an English subaltern} who 'IVas called 
upon to unlace the boots and shampoo the weary legs of a 
:British officer, is corroborated by Sir David Barr, the Resident. 
at Hyderabad, and would be incredible if it were not vouched 
for by such high authority."t 

The average bureaucrat, however" sundried" 

and anti-Indian he may be, and however Imperial­

istic in his tendencies, is a man of superior culture 

• New India, pp. f7-5L 

t New India, pp. -'0-·U, 61. 
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to the average Anglo-Indian planter or other 

non-official; and in extreme cases of injustice 

he not unoften interposes his authority effective­

ly to remedy it. The way in which he protected 

the Bengali Ryot* from the oppression of the 

Indigo-planter is a striking instance of such 

interposition. That "India must be bled" is 

a creed as cardinal with the official as with the 

non--official. But the former has generally the 

culture to be shocked by unnecessary or grossly 

unjust bleeding, and possesses the authority to 

prevent it. While I am writing this, there has 

emanated from the non-official Anglo-Indian 

community a suggestion for the flotation of a 

"national war loan in India"; and it is strongly 

supporte? by their organs. "The feeling which 

obtains very widely, says one of the most in­

fluential of them, "is that India is not doing as 

much as she ought to help England in a conflict 

m which her own interests are vitally involved. ·• 

The Finance ~linister, howe,·er, has given an 

• Mr. R. L. Tottenham, the district Magistrate of Nadia, 
tried to protect the ryota of his district against the aggres­
sion of the Indigo planters. 
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emphatic negative to this suggestion. In the 

course of a reply to the speech by the Chairman 

of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce, he said: 

" I must in the :first place entirely dissent from the state· 
ment that India had made no direct monetary contribution 
twards the cost of carrying on the war. We have made a 
very considerable contribution towards the cost of carrying 
on the war. We h~ve made a very considerable contribution 
by defraying the normal cost of the large Indian expedition­
ary forces that have been set to fight the battles of the 
Empire in various continents. It must be remembered tha.t 
while we still pay for these troops we have for the time no 
lien on their services, which would be very valuable to us in 
~he present situation. 

I 111aid in my Budget speech that we should probably con­
tribute 7 million during 1914-15 and 1915-16 to the Home 
Government in this war, and as a matter of fact I think we 
shall probably give more. A!! I said, too, in my speech on 
the :final Budget debate, India has contributed things far 
more valuable than money-200,000 trained soldiers and vast 
supplies of munitions of war of all kinds. I have no sympa• 
thy, therefore, with anyone who belittles the part that India 
is taking in the present conflict. The specific suggestion 
that India should raise a large national war loan, on which 
she would presumably, pay the interest, is one on which I 
could not look with any favour. .A considerable amount of 
money has already been contributed by individuals in India 
to the last Home war loan, and no doubt the next one will 
call forth similar contributions. But to start a special 
Indian loan in Jndia is quite a different matter. In making 
suggestions of this sort it seems to me that you do not 
realise the gravity of the present financial situation here." 
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We may form some conception of what 

"colonial self-government" in India would be 

like, if we imagine such non-official Anglo­

Indian influence as has resulted in the sugges­

tion of a "National War loan" for India to 

prevail over the influence of the official Anglo­

Indian. To the advantages of immensely greater 

wealth, of the start of a century in the knowledge 

and experience of industry and commerce on 

modern methods, and of the possession of high­

ly developed industrial qual'ties, the Briton 

would add the great advantage of doing in the 

narne of the people of India what would be but 

little conducive to their real well-being. Pro­

tective legislation which would have the effect of 

extending foreign enterprise, and the pioneering 

of industry, the benefits of which would be 

mainly derived by foreign capitalists, and exten­

sion of education on Western lines, which would 

westernise India much more completely than at 

present, would probably be among the earliest 

measures of the "colonial self-government,. in 

India. The inevitable consequence of such mea­

sures would be to enable the British capitalists 
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to exploit the dumb millions of India much more 

effectively and much more scientifically, and 

reduce them to the condition of "drawers of 

water and hewers of wood" much more exten­

sively than at present. India would have her 

share of the w.hite man's burden of a vast empire 

without the white man's compensating advan­

tage of material gain. Veril:;• the struggle of the 

Indians against the Westerners would, in the 

words of .Macaulay, "be a war of sheep against 

wolves." 

I cannot more fittingly close this brief sketch 

of the political activity of new India than by 

quoting the opinion of a highly liberal and sym­

pathetic Englishman : 
"I do not mean that the Congress h·as been useless. It 

served as a training ground for political knowledge. It 
afforded a centre for the growing unity• of India, and 

• It is very doubtful whether there is substantial growth 
of unity in India. The cleavage between the Hindus and the 
Ma.homedans has certainly been growing wider. Sir J:tmes 
Maston observed in a recent address in the case of the North· 
West Province and Oudh : 

"From time immemorial Hindus and Mahomedans have 
lived together at Ajodhya and Fyzabad in peace and amity. 
Ail a symbol of this happy unity you see Mahomedans wor­
shipping at Babar's mosque and Hindus paying adoration at 
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without it, the leaders of Indian reform could hardly have 
formulated their own programme. But in two avowed objects 
it has failed ; it has had no influence upon the action of the 
Indian Government, and no influence upon English opinion 
at home. For twenty two years it was a model of order 
and constitutional propriety. It passed excellent resolutions, 
it demanded the redress of acknowledged grievances, in 
trustful loyalty, it arranged deputations to the represent&• 
tives of the crown. By the Anglo-Indians its constitutional 
propriety was called cowardice, its resolutions remained 
unnoticed, and the representative of the crown refused to 
receive its deputation. In England outside the half dozen 
who take some interest in India, no one knew where the 
Congress met, what language it spoke, what were its de­
mands, or what its object; no one knew and no one oared."• 

the shrine of Ram Chandra's birth-place within a few yards 
of each other and within the same enclosure wall. Cannot 
these brotherly relations be resumed and maintained? Can­
not you, gentlemen, use all your influence to allay the fric­
tion and to quench the bitterness which have recently come 
into existence? Government can do but little in this maUer. 
Its first duty is to maintain the law and to preserve order. 
It cannot bring your hearts together by force." 

Sir James Meston's observations hold good for other part.. 
or India ali'O. 

• H. W. Net'inso,., Tlwt Nt~w Spit it i"' India, pp. 326·327. 
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CHAPTER Vlll. 

THE 'ILLUSION OF TRANSITION STATE. 

If I have been fortunate enough in securing 

the adhesion of any Neo-lndian brother to the 

views expressed in this work so far, he would 

probably say : "The evils pointed out by you, 

those attending the current system of education, 

the reforms on Western lines &c.-are such as 

are unavoidable in the transition state and must 

be borne with patience.'• 

That the present social condition of new 

India is transitional is unquestionable, but the 

belief which encourages the expectation in the 

Neo-lndian, that the future it is calculated to 

lead to will be better than the past, and which 

alone can fortify him to bear its evils with pa­

tience and resignation is altogether illusory. 

That the society of old India was far from per­

fect, and that it presented considerable room 
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for reform would be readily admitted by all who 

know anything about it, and is evidenced by the 

rise of an almost uninterrupted succession of 

reformers in old India down to recent times. 

The question is not one of reform, but whether 

reform is to be carried on Indian or Western 

lines; not of the existence of evils, but whether 

it would not be wiser" to bear the ills we have 

than tly to others we know naught of." 

Let us first take a glance at the social con­

dition of old India. Agriculture was, as it sti11 

is, the chief means of livelihood. Food grains 

instead of being exported were stored, and un­

less there was repeated drought, the people or­

dinarily had enough to eat In respect of manu­

factures, India, as a whole, was not behind of 

any other country, Eastern or Western. \Vriting 

about Indian trade a century ago, in 1813, Sir 

T. Munro says:-
.. No nation will take from another what it can furnish 

cheaper and better itself. In India, almost every article 
which the inhabitants require is made cheaper and better 
than in Europe. Among these are all cotton and silk manu· 
factures, l<'alhl'r, paper, domestic utensils of brau and iron. 
and implements of agriculture. Their coarse woollens though 
bad. will alway& keep their ground, from their superior 
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cheapness. Their finer Camblets (woollen goods) are war· 
mer and more lasting than ours ......... Besides the peculiar 
customs and climate of India, we must look to the superior 
skill of the Indian workmen. We cannot profitably export 
to 'hem until our own fabrics excel theirs ......... The grand 
obstacles to our exports 1\.re the inability of the Indians to 
purchase our commodities, and the cheapness and excellence 
of their own ..... They (European adventurers settling in India) 
could not become manufacturers as the superior skill and 
frugality of the natives would render all competition with 
them unavailing ............ They would be kept down by the 
great industrious Indian pop11lation, and they would pro­
bably dwindle into a race little better than the mixed caste 
descended from the Portuguese." 

Until the beginning of the last century India 

was one of the wealthiest countries of the world ; 

and what waa more important the wealth was 

fairly evenly distributed. The social structure 

was brood-based upon the strong foundation of 

the material prosperity of the mass of the people. 

The number of people who led a life of a more 

or less parasitic character was small being main· 

ly confined to the courts of kings and emperors. 

The village community system conferred real 

self-government upon the people, and developed 

their self-reliance and self-respect. They had 

but little need to have recourse to the State Ia w 

courts, and were ordinarily, but little affected by 
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political changes. A large variety of agencies 

and institutions maintained the ethical and spiri­

tual life of the community, and a spirit of co­

operation, helpfulness, selflessness, and bene­

volence generally pervaded it. It was this 

ethical and spiritual development which not only 

enabled the Hindus to present an impenetrable 

front of opposition to the disintegrating influ­

ences ot Mahomedan invasion and to maintain 

the integrity of their civilization notwithstanding 

the loss of political independence, but, in course 

of time also captured the Moslem mind and 

influenced Moslem culture and Moslem adminis­

tration. The caste-system preserved industries 

at a high pitch of excellence and prevented 

class-conflict; and saints and reformers endea­

voured to minimise its $piritu>~l inequalities and 

iniquities hy making the path of salvation 

accessible to all irrespective of c<:~ste, creed or 

colour. It is true that for some centuries Hindu 

socit'ty had been characterised more by order 

than by progress. But this restriction of mobi­

lity within narrow limits was the inevitable 

consequence of its attainment of the highest 
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stage of civilization, and was well calculated to 

. secure abiding happiness to its members. No 

wonder, that Sir Thomas Munro, notwithstand­

ing his Western bias, declared emphatically, a 

century ago, that " if a good system of agricul­

ture, unrivalled manufacturing skill, a capacity 

to produce whatever can countribute to either 

convenience or luxury, schools established in 

every village for teaching reading, writing, and 

arithmetic, the general practice of hospitality 

and charity amongst each other, and above all 

a treatment of the female sex full of confi­

dence, respect, and delicacy are among the 

signs which denote a civilised people-then the 

Hindus are not inferior to the nations of Europe, 

and if civilization is to become an article of 

trade between England and India, I am con­

vinced that England will gain by the import 

cargo." 

The present transition state due to the pursuit 

of the path of \Vestern civilization by new India 

is obviously expected to lead to that civilization. 

Its most salient and characteristic feature, how­

ever, i& its marvellous industrial development; 
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and we have in a previous chapter* seen, that it 

would be impossible for Indians ever to attain 

that degree of development. The wider adop­

tion of Western civilization would for them 

mean the perpetuation and wider extension of 

the evils which now weigh upon them. Their 

.animal wants would increase, but their means to 

satisfy them would decrease. They would be 

exploited more extensively than at present. The 

economic crisis with which they are now con­

fronted would become still more acute; and the 

moral evils which spring from excessive struggle 

for animal existence would be more wide-spread 

than at present. 

But if by some miracle, the unexpected and 

the impossible happened, and India were trans­

formed into a \Vestern nation, the change would 

redound to her temporary glory, but may bring 

about her ultimate ruin. She would have to 

exchange a settled and harmonious state which 

obtained, and still to a large extent obtains in 

old India, and which secured the tranquillity 

and beatitude begotten of good will and con-

• Vitk, Chapter IV. 
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cord, for a state of "progress" which is achiev­

ed not by love, charity, and self-sacrifice but 

the path of which lies over the misery of count- ' 

less fellow creatures, and which brings in Sisy­

phian misery and disquiet engendered by unsa· 

tisfied desire,· insatiable greed, and perpetual 

discord. Our vision is so obfuscated by the 

material grandeur of v.·estern civilization, by 

the power and opulence of the great Powers. 

that we are generally unable to visualise the 

real condition of the mass of the people in the 

West which is extremely deplorable. "Even 

the best of modern civilizations," says Huxley, 

"appears to me to exhibit a condition of man­

kind which neither embodies any worthy ideal 

nor even possesses the merit of stability. I do 

not hesitate to express the opinion that if there 

is no hope of a large improvement of the condi­

tion of the greater part of the human family; if 

it is true that the incredse of knowledge, the 

winning of a greater dominion over nature which 

is its consequence, and the wealth which follows 

upon that dominion, are to make no difference 

in the extent and the intensity of want with its 
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concomitant physical and moral degradation 

amongst the masses of the people, I should hail 

the advent of some kindly comet which would 

sweep the whole affair away as a desirable 

consummation." 

Well might Ruskin exclaim referring to the 

industrial perfection of England: •· Alas, if read 

rightly, these perfectnesses are signs of a slavery 

in our England a thousand times more bitter 

and degrading than that of the scourged Afri­

can or helot Greek. Men may be beaten, chain­

ed, tormented, yoked like cattle, slaughtered like 

summer flies, and yet remain in one sense, and 

the best sense, free. But to smother their souls 

within them, to blight and hew into rotting 

pollards the sucking branches of their human 

intelligence, to make the flesh and skin into 

leathern thongs to yoke machinery with-this 

is to be slave-masters indeed; and there might 

be more freedom in England, though her feudal 

lord's lightest words were worth men's lives, 

anJ though the blood of the vexed husbandman 

dropped in the furrow;; of her fields, than there 

is while the animation of her multitudes is sent 
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like fuel to feed the factory smoke, and the 

strength of them is given daily, to be wasted 

into the fineness of a web, or racked into the 

exactness of a line." 

Describing the condition of one of the most 

highly civilizeCi peoples of the West (the Ger­

mans) three years ago, Mr. Price Collier, an 

American writer who lived among them for 

some years, observes : 
"In ten years the percentage of physically efficient men in 

the rural districts decreased from 60·5 to 58•2 per cent. and 
the decrease is even more marked in particular provinces. 
In fact, mortality despite better hygienic conditions, and 
more education, has not decreased, and, in some districts, has 
increased: while the birthrate. especially in Prussia and 
Thuringia has fallen oii as well ......... Education at one end 
turning out an unwholesome 'white-collared, black-coated 
proletariat' as the socialists call them; and industry and 
commerce which even tempt the farme:.;: to sell what he 
should keep to eat, at the other are making serious in­
roads upon the health and well-being of the population."• 
Mr. Collier thus sums up his obervations: "The period of 
tweJ:ty five years during which I have known Germany bas 
developed before my eyes the concomitants of vast and 
rapid industrial and commercial progress; and they are: a 
love of 1UX1ll'1, a great increase in gambling, a materialistic 
tone of mind., a wide-spread increase of immorality, and a 
tendency to send culture to the mint and to the market place 
io be stamped., eo that it may be readily exchanged for the 

• Germany and tlae Germans. (1913), pp. 290-291. 
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mean a of soft living. "• In regard to the spread of sexual 
immorality he speaks of the "monstrous percentage of 
illegitimacy in Berlin, 20 per cent. or one child out of every 
five, born out of wedlock; U per cent. in Bavaria; and 
10 per cent. for the whole empire." 

The morality of the industrial West is thus 

d<:picted by Lecky in his" ~1ap of Life:" 

"It is much to be questioned whether the greatest criminals 
are to be found within the walls of prisons. Dishonesty on a 
small scale nearly always finds its punishment. Dishonesty 
on a gigantic scale continually escapes ......... In the manage· 
ment of companies, in the great fields of industrial enterprise 
and speculation, gigantic fortunes are acquired by the ruin 
of multitudes; and by methods whieh though they avoid 
legal penalties are essentially fraudulent. In the majority 
of cases these crimes are perpetrated by educated men who 
are in possession of all the necessaries, of most comforts, 
and of many luxuries of life, and some of the worst of them 
are powerfully favoured by the conditions of modern civili· 
tation. There is no greater scandal or moral evil in our 
time than the readiness with which public opinion e:x:cuses 
them, and the infl~nce and social position it accords to mere 
wealth, eve;-n when it has been acquired by notorious dis· 
honesty, or when it is expended with absolute selfishness, or 
in ways that are absolutely demoralising." 

The ~eneral moral condition of the \Vestern 

world is thus painted by !\1arie Carelli: 

.. The blight is over all. Tbe blight of atheism, infidelity, 
c.allousntss, aUld indifference to honourable principle-the 
blight of anoral cowardice, self-indulgence, vanity, and want 

• Op. Cit., p. 558 
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of heart. Without mincing matters, it can be fairly stated, 
that the aristocratic Jezebel is the fashionable woman of the 
hour, while the men vie with one another as to who shall 
best screen her from hE~r amours with themselves. And so 
far as the sterner sex is concerned the moneyed man is 
the one most sought after, most tolerated, most appreciated 
and flattered in that swarm of drones called " society," 
where each buzzing insect tries to sting the other, or crawl 
over it in such wise as to be the first to steal whatever honey 
may be within reach."• 

Mr. G Lowes Dickinson says: "The Western nations have 
never really been Christian. Their true religion has only be­
come apparent as Christianity bas declined. That religion not 
yet expressed in forms, but implicit in all their conduct-is 
that the time process is also the real process ; that everything 
material matters very much indeed; and that spiritualism 
must either recognise the claims of matter, or retire from 
the conflict." The same writer further observes : "It is not 
really creditable in the West, to be anything but a man of 
business, in the widest sense of the term; to Jive in any way 
which cannot be shown directly or indirectly to increase the 
comforts and facilities of life or diminish its detriments ........ . 
The pace at which we are living, the competition of every 
kind, the intensity. the fatigue, the nerve strain, involve a 
dislocation of the moral equilibrium of life. "l'he East lives, 
and has always lived at a lower tension; but it has kept a 
better balance between the active and the contemplative 
faculties. It is in that balance that I see civilization."t 

Speaking of the women in England who have 
been forced into the "cheating, damning struggle 

for life,'' Mrs. Gallichan observes: 

" Free OpinioM freely Expressed, p. 82. 
t Civilisations of India. China and Japan, pp. 83-84.. 
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"There are, according to the estimate of labour experts, 
5,000,000 women industrially employed in England. The 
important point to consider is that during the last si:rty 

, years the women who work are gaining numerically at a 
greater rate than men art!'. The average weekly wages paid 
is seven shillings, Nine-tenths of the sweated work of this 
country is done by women ......... The life-blood of women, that 
11hould be given to the race, is being stitched into our ready· 
made clothes, is washed and ironed into our linen ; wrought 
into the lace and emdroideries, the feathers and flowers, the 
sham furs with which we other women bedeck ourselves; it 
is poured "into our adulterated foods; it is pasted on our 
matches and pin-boxes; stuffed into our furniture and mat­
treases ......... The question is not: are our women fit for 
labour? but this: are the conditions of labour in England fit 
either for women or for men t" 

"The sucking power of the towns " observes Sir H. Rider 
Haggard, " I consider to be the roost serious and vital pro­
blem facing civilisation to-day. The supposed advantages 
of the cities are drawing our people off the land and chang­
ing them from solid, steady, dependable men and women t.o 
a race of neurotics who will ultimately be unable to cope 
with the stress of modern conditions. \Ve must at all costs. 
before it is too late, provide some means of preserving or 
recreating a class rooted in the land. The trend of people 
from the land to the cities has always preceded the downfall 
of nations, and there is no reason for supposing that Nature 
will alter her rule in this respect." 

Mr. E. B. Havell, a sincere well-wisher of 

India, advises the Indians: 
.. None bu& the ignorant or charlatans will recommend 

you Lhe paths of Western commercialillm aaleading to true 
uuonal prosperity ......... Nowhere in India-no& e•en in the 
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direst iime of famine and pestilence--is there such utter 
depravity, such hopeless physical, moral and spiritual degra• 
dation as that which exists in the commercial cities of 
Europe directly brought about by modern industrial methods." 

Quotations from Western writers could be 

multiplied almost indefinitely to show how very 

lamentable the present condition of Western 

society is, on the whole. Earnest endeavours 

are no doubt made by philanthropically disposed 

persons to elevate the mass ~f the people. But, 

as John Stuart Mill had to confess, the idea 

which these people entertain of social reform, 

"appears to· he simply higher wages, and Jess 

work, for the sake of more sensual indulgence." 

It is undeniable that a large number of the 

Western working-men are now better lodged, 

better fed, and better clothed, than they were 

half a century ago. But the gulf between their 

material condition and that of their masters is 

wider than ever. The relative poverty of the 

Western working-man has increased where his 

actual poverty has not. Therein lies the secret 

of the growing discontent and restlessness even 

among the comparatively well-to-do labouring 

classes in Europe. The increase of luxury, which 
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is the inevitable consequence of a commercial 

civilization like the Western, naturally begins 

at the top of the social scale. When a desire 

for it reaches the bottom, as it must do sooner or 

later, there is heart-burning. With every a ddi­

tion to the wealth and luxury of the upper 

classes, unless there be a corresponding addition 

to the wealth and luxury of the lower classes, 

the latter will be discontented, and will clamour 

for a rise in their wages and for shorter working 

hours. After a period of loss and anxiety on the 

side of the ma(;ters, and of misery and barbarity 

on the side of the working-men, the dispute be­

twt>en them is compromised, but never satisfact­

orily settled. As the standard of luxury is per­

petually rismg in the West, the conflict between 

capital and labour is perpetually recurring, and 

strikes which sometimes assumes the magnitude 

of civil wars are becoming more and more fre­

quent. The "religior. of enmity" is spreading 

fast among the multitudes, and the "religion of 

amity" becoming restricted to the virtuous and 

the philanthropic few. Just before the War, 

nearlr all the great Powers of Europe were 
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threatened with civil war in some shape or other. 

A civilization which is based upon such a slight 

foundation of benevolence and which is kept up 

· by continuous warfare of class against class, and 

of state against state cannot last very long. 

Indeed, the present world-war, may prove to be 

the beginning of its end. The truth is, the West­

ern mental outlook is much the same now as it 

was at. the time of Alexander the great, when 

the Brahman Dandin told that potentate: "We 

honour god, love man, neglect gold and contemn 

death; you, on the other hand, fear death, honour 

gold, hate man, and contemn god. Your mind is 

filled with vast desires and insatiable avarice and 

a diabolical thirst for Empire. You are made 

much like other men, and yet you would obtain 

by force whatever mankind possesses ........ .It 

is desire that is the mother of poverty which 

you seek to cure without knowing the proper 

remedy." 

In the West, "the wise and the go:>d, who 

must always be in the minority in every society, 

however civilized, have not yet acquired the 

dominant influence which they should have in a 
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civilization which has advanced in the 'third 

stage. There has been considerable expansion 

of the spirit of freedom, but its aim hitherto has 

chiefly been to further political and economic 

activities, and to secure equality of opportunity 

in the struggle for animal existence. There has 

been great diffusion of knowledge relating to the 

macrocosm, but comparatively little of know­

ledge relating to the microcosm. There is much 

science but not much philosophy, much learning 

but not much wisdom. There is increased indivi­

duation. That man is an end in himself is fully 

recognised. But that end with the vast majority 

is the ignoble one of material satisfaction. The 

military and predatory spirit is still rampant; 

material interests still outweigh the spiritual; 

the outer life is still thought of more than the 

inner; and egoism still prevails over altruism. 

The Occidental has conquered the forces of 

Nature, only to be a slave of the forces which 

that conquest has created. His marvellous and 

manifuld inventions, instead of lightening the 

struggle for existence, have tended rather to 

male it more acute, more prolonged, more wide-
17 
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spread and more debasi.og; instead of facilitat­

ing the liberation of the soul have tendei rather 

to tighten its fetters; instead of diminishing 

human misery have tended rather to jncredse 

it.''* 

It is unquestionable that there are features 

of Hindu society which are also lamentable, but 

not to the extent those of Western society are, 

and are, besides, such as must always attend an 

equilibriated condition which is the normal goal 

of all progress and which inyvitably tends to 

restrict mobility within a narrow range. The 

present Western social state is really transi­

tional, but whether it would lead to a better or a 

worse condition it is very difficult to predict. 

It is the result of the operation of causes over 

which the Westerners have had but little control, 

and they have no option but to submit to it in 

the hope that it may eventuate in the harmoni­

ous condition of the highest stage of civiliza­

tion. They must go on, because for them to go 

back would be to go back to a lower stage 

of civilization. But whether by going on they 

• Epochs of CivilizatiOf&, pp. 327-328. 
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will ultimately arrive at the stage where the 

forces making for material development would 

be effectively controlled by those leading to 

ethical development, the sta£:e which ensures the 

stability of civilization-is still highly proble­

matical.* There is just a bare possibility of the 

fabric of their civilization, however stupendous 

and majestic it may appear to be at the present 

day, giving way like so many other dominantly 

material civilizations of the past epochs.* For 

the Hindus, the. movement from an equipoised 

and stable state of civilization, however immo­

bile and apparently humble, to the as yet un­

equipoised and unstable state of civilization, 

however mobile and apparently imposing, is not 

progress but regress, not ascent but descent. 

At best the step, being from a settled and secure 

to an unsettled and insecure state, is one of 

highly questionable prudence. 

• Epochs of Civtlizatior~, Cb. III and Ch. VI, pp. 317-328, 
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EPOCHS OF CIVILIZATILN 

Cloth, pp. 339-xxii. Priu Rs. 4· 

"Valuable addition to historico-sociologicalliterature. In · 
his usual simple, perspicuous and pleasant style, Mr. Bose 
enunciates in this book a theory of civilization which may 
not be altogether new, but which is laid down, for the first 
time, in a definite and categorical form, and fully developed 
and elaborated by this learned and thoughtful writer." 

-Tile Modt>r'tl Review. 

•· Mr. Bose puts his case with a sound judgment and a 
wmmendable restraint that make his book a valuable eon· 
tribution to the study of history." 

-Tile Literary Guide (LoNDON). 

''The author has his history most thoroughly ai hand and 
hia scientific training is evident not only in his illustrations 
Lut also in the whole classification which he uses.• 

-Tile Calctttta Review. 

"In some of his conclusions and dicta, he [the author) 
•ven strikee a truer and more profound note than the Western 
writen on the subject .......................... The Hindu'• unerring 
Mnlllt! of the spiritual has led to a valuable doctrine ooncem· 
ing the growth and 1tability of human eivi.li.J.ation.• 

-Tiut lr~dau RnMw.•. 

M Mr. Bose's book is a valuable one and dese"ee careful 
r.ading."-TA.r T~plaist. 



"Mr. Bose is careful about his facts, his judgments are 
sensible and sober, and his style is simple, clear and to the 
point.. ...................... His book deserves to be widely read." 

-The Englishman . 

• ~·Our only excuse for the length of the review is the 
importance of the subject and the facination of the book 
........................ It is a remarkable contribution to the science 
ofSociology."-The .dmrlta Bazar Patrika. 

"A valuable contribution to the literature on the subject 
of the world's kulturgeschichte. The great merit of the book 
is its handy compass and the direct and philosophic way in 
which the complicated mass of details is marshalled 

-The Leader. 

"The author's distinguishing merit is the orderly arrange­
ment and easy marshalling of the large quantity of material 
carefully selected and assimilated."-The Bombay Chronicle. 

"This is a book of every great interest .................. A book 
for all wbo think about things.-The Indian Dailv News. 

"The book is a very deep and close study of a very im­
portant problem, and in about 300 pages the author has given 
us a clear, well-reasoned and careful study of the chief 
civilizations of the world, their stages and developments, the 
factors which have built them up and the causes which made 
for their ultimate extinction."-Tlul Hindu Patriot, 

•· In the narrow compass of a tiny volume, Mr. Bose has 
compree<sed some of the deepest and most accurate investiga­
tions into the history of civilization, and has marshalled his 
facts with a consummate mastery which leaves very little for 
the captious critic to cavil at."-The Hi11dusthan Review. 
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OF 

HINDU CIVILIZATION 

UNDER BRITISH RULE 

(3 Volumes, Rs.7-8.) 

A very interesting and instructive work written with 
considerable knowledge, and in a liberal and impartial spirit. 
The author, as a Hindu, has practical acquaintance with 
Indian manners and customs such as could hardly be 
acquired by a foreigner, and in collecting his information he 
has drawn equally from native and foreign sources ......... He 
is careful about his facts, sober and sensible in his judgments, 
and simple, clear, and direct in his modes of expression. 

-The Time1. 

These two volumes contain useful and accurate informa­
tion packed into a moderate compass. 

-The Saturday Review. 

A trustworthy and convenient exposition for English 
readers who may desire to trace the influences of Western 
contract with Hindu institutions.-The Daily Chronicle. 

This work raises many questions of intense interest for us, 
and as the expression of the opinions and views of a highly 
educated Hindll is of special importance. 

-Tiw Westminater Review. 



It would be almost impossible to find any author-Euro­
pean or Native-better qualified to undertake the work of 
describing "HINDU CIVILIZATION UNDER BRITISH RULE" than 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Bose.-The Bombay Gazette. 

Mr. Bose has indeed performed the task he sets before him 
as , well as probably it is possible for any one to do in the 
present state of our knowledge and in the present condition 
of the country. The work he has given us is a credit to 
himself, and will no doubt be highly esteemed by the literary 
world.-T~ Indian Spectator. 

The book has been written in quite a new and original 
plan. It professes, as its name implies, to give an account 
of the changes which our institutions are at present under­
going; but H really gives us much more than that. We have 
in it accounts, historically drawn up of the several institutions, 
religious as well as social, from an earlier period, which 
cannot fail to be interesting. The subjects so treated are so 
many as almost to give the book an appearance of a 
cyclopmdia.-The Bengalee. 

Credit will be freely given to the author for honest and 
conscientious work, prolonged and patient labour in the 
gathering of materials, and in every possible instanc& to 
bring the information down io date. • • • The work is 
deserving of high praise, and is a.n important contribution 
to contemporary Indian history of the rigM sort. 

-The Tribune. 

From what he have stated above, our readers will see 
that Mr. Bose is eminently fitted for the task he bas under· 
taken. He is not an enthusiast; he advocates reform, but 
can appreciate what was good in the past; and above all, he 
can let facts speak for themselves. A laborious enquirer he 
is at the same time a pleasant narrator, and his style is 
simple and pleasant, chaste and perspicuous. 

-Calcutta Review. 
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The papers reprinted cover a wide range, and represent 
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periodicals-fully deserve to be resusciated and we are glad 
that they have been made available to tbl'l puhlic: We 
recommend to educated Indianli and .Anglo-Indians a careful 
perusal of Mr. Bose's Book, from a study of which one will 
certainly ri~e with a better and more accurate knowlerlge of 
some of the present-day problems of Irdia. 

-Tht Hinrlusthnn Ret•it>u·. 
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PRICE 1'! ANNA>;. 

"Mr. Bose gives a detached and independent view of the 
root causes of the war ...... His is a characteristically Hindu 
view. "-Tht> Indian Re1•it>w. 

"This little book is well worth study by those who are 
carried away by the glamour of Western Civilization." 

Thl' Modern R~l'ieu. 
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