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A PORTRAIT OF TRIBAL POPULATION OF ORISSA®

1. Introcuction .

© There is a considerable segment of tridal popu-
lation living in India who are at various stages of socio-
economic deve10pment. Orissa is one of the States where
tribals constitute a sizeable proportion of its population.
Orissa has the highest percentage of tribal population in
India as compared with the other States except Nagaland.
The scheduled tribals are 5.07 nillion in number and con-
stitute 23.11 per cent of the total pOpulation of the State.
Further,'the most primitive of the tribal groups in the
whole of the country are also to be found in Orissa. A
majority of these scheduled tribals commonly known'as . -
A61Vasis, are concentrated in the isolated and inaccesible
areas of the State, cut off from the main. strean of the
Soclety. They have been in a state of social,educational
and economic backwardnessisince.a,vefy long time. They eke
out their exisﬁence with an eccnomic standard so much
below the poverty line as. to appear almost incredible.. |
It is of some academic interest to know the background
of these tribals inhabiting the state.

*The author wishes to expres; hIs gratitude to Prof.G,
Parthasarathy,Honorary Director,for his valuable guidance

and Dr.T.V.S.Rao,Deputy Director,for his encouragement and
suggestions,
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In this ‘paper an attempt is made to give the
salient features of the tribal population living in the
State, l.e., distribution of tribal.population in diffe-
rent parts of the State, level of literacy, rural urban
concentration, occupational pattern, etc. Most of the
information is drawn from the'population.census of 1971.
For the purpose of comparison,wherever necessary,inforw
mation has also been drawn from 1961 census reports,

2. Distribution of Scheduled Ares

In eoxeraltse of the powers confered by Articles
341 and 342 ci i Constitution of India the President
has scheduled ~e=tzin tribes in the State as Scheduled = -
Tribes, Siuilarly, suitable provisions have also been
nade under the fifth schedule of the Constitution to
Spécify certain areas where the tribal concentration is
large as scheduled areas for special administration. '@ -
The scheduled area compriéing 22,014 S.M, con-
stitutes 36.56 per cent of the total area of the State.
The area covers the entire districts of Korsput,Sundar-
garh, Mayurbhanj, ~ad Baliguda and Khondmals sub-divisions
of Baudh-Khondmals district, and a part of Ganjam Agency.
3. Distribut Trib tio ng_d t
Districts ' S _
- The bulk of the Scheduled Tribals are living
in the scheduled areas among different districts in the
State. ‘Some districts contain large sections of tribal
population while others have sparse population. Table-1l
glves the distribution of tribal population among diffe-
rent districts, | '
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TABIE -
DPistrict Tribal % in the total )

- - opulation tribal population

In lakhs) ‘ o . L

Sambalpur 5.19 " 10,23
Sundargarh 5.50 | T 10.85
Keonjhar 4.49 8.85:
Mayurbhan] 8440 . ' 16,56
Balasore i.29. ' - 2,55
Cuttack 1.11 2,18
Dhenkanal - 1,67 | 3.29°
Baudh-Khc - 2.51 4,94
Bolangir 2.49 4,91
Kalaharai- 3.41 6.7L
Koraput 11.51 22,70 -
Ganjam - 2.29 4.51
Puri 0.86 172
‘ORISSA 50.72 100,00 '*

' Among the districté, Koraput shares bulk of the
tribal population (22.70 per. éent'of the total tribal popu-
lation of the State) followed by Mayurbhanj(16.56), Sun-.
dargarh(10.55) and Sambalpur(lo 23)districts. These four
districts together account for about 60 per cent of the
total tribal population of the State. Since most of the
scheduled area 'is distributed among these four districts
the concentration of tribal population is also very heavy
anong these districts. Keonjhar and Kalahandi are the
other districts wheré 'a considerable number of tribals
are living. They are found in small numbers in the dis-
tricts of Puri, Cuttack and Balasore. _

4. Proportion of Tribal population in thg total population
n i stricts
" f 'The proportion of tribal population in the
total population varles among the districts. Table-2 gives
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the districtwise proportion of tribal population in the
total population,

PABLED
District Total % of tribal popu-
population lation in the total
(In lakhs) = population
Sambalpur 18.45. 28.13
Sundargarh - - 10.31 53.40
Keonjhar - 9.55 46,96
Mayurbhanj . 14.34 58.56
Balasore 18.30 7.06
Cuttack  38.28 2.89
Dhenkahnal 12.94 12,91
Baudh-Khondmals 6.22 " 40,31
Bolangir 12.64 . 19,72
Kalahandi | O 1l.64 29,26
Koraput 20443 56.34
Canjam = T 22,94 9.98
Purl 23.41 . 3.70
ORISSA: 219.45 23.11

-

The distribution of scheduled tribe -population
ationg the districts is greatly uneven in the State. Mayur=-
bhanj has the largest proportion of 58.56 per cent of
tribal population to the total district population closely
followed by Koraput(56.34), Sundargarh(53.40), Keonjhar
(46.26) and Baudh-Khondmals(40.31). Their prdportion is
the lowest in the districts of Cuttack(2.89) and Puri
(3.70). | R

The proportion of tribaliﬁopulation in the
total population has slightly gone down between 1961
and 1971, It was 24,07 during 1961 and 23,11 during 1971
thus indicating a fall by 0.96 per cent in the proportion.
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hnong the districts, the picture is quite varied,

Table-3 gives the districtwise variation of the proportion
of tribal. population in the total populaton between 1961

and 1971, - -
TABIE-3

District % variation of the proportion
of tribal population between
1961 and 1971

Sambalpur «1,00
Sundargarh 4,72
Keonjhar : -0,18
Mayurbhanj ‘ «2.05
Balasore ‘ +0,28
Cuttack +0,08
Dhen-Kanal -1,03
Baudh-Khondmals ~1,30
Bolangir : -0.95
Kalahandi - -1.70
Koraput , 4,79
GanJam ‘ ~0+06
Purt .. . +0.08

ORISSA: = -~ o ~0.,95

The pféportion of Tribel population to total
population has gone down in case of ten districts while
there has been a marglnal inerease in the districts of
Balasore(0.28), Cuttack and Puxi{C.C8). The highest fall
is noticed in case of Koraput(4.79) followed by Sundargarh
(4,72) and Mayurbhan.] (2.05).

In terms of growth rate, tribal population
recordédcalow rate of growth of 20_08% during the decade
1981-71 as against the growth »ats of 26.62% of the
State's non-tribal population,
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Among the districts the growth rate is quite
varied, Table-4 gives the rate of growth of tribal popu-
lation among various districts in the State.

TABIE -4

District Growth rate(1961-71)of
. Trival = . Non-tribal

poptulation population
Sambalpur +18,12 +23,99
Sundargarh +24,83 451,19
Keonjhar © +28,05 +28,99
Mayurbhanj - +15.08 +25.32
BalasoTe 434,57 , . +28,90
Cuttack +28.98 +24.85
DherKanal +16,39 | +27,61
B.Khondmals +17.07 +23.54
Bolangir +12,77 +19,67
Kalahandi +16,17 ‘ +25.,94
Koraput | +20.63 +47,03
Ganjam - #21.78 +22,58
Puri +28,33 +25,41
ORISSA: +20,08 +26,62

Highest rate of growth of tribal population is
recorded in the district of Balasore(34.57) followed by
Cuttack(28.98), Puri(28.33), and Keonjhar(28.05) dis-
tricts. The lowest rate of growth is recorded in Bolangir
(12,77). This shows that the scheduled tribes in the
first three districts are multiplying at a faster rate

-than the non-tribal population of the State. It is inte-
resting to note that the districts like Balasore, Puri
and Cuttack where the tribal population is very low a
very faster rate of growth is observed than other’dié;
tricts whereas in the district like Mayurbhanj where the
proportion of tribal population to the total population
is the highest the rate of growth is as low as 15.08%.
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Large scale migration of tribal population might be one of
the reasons since these districts offer good employment
potential than other districts.,

5., Depsity of Tribal Population

The density of tribal population is generally
sparse in the scheduled areas because of the scattered
nature of the tribal villages in the most inhospitable
hill terrains and forest tracts in the State. However,the
density of tribal population would be slightly higher in
the non-scheduled plalns areas in the State. Since the
exact figures of districtwise scheduled area and scheduled
tribes population inhabiting those areas are not available,
it is not possible to give the density figures in the |
scheduled areas in the State. However, as a sample, the
density of scheduled tribal population in the districts
like Koraput,Sundargarh and Mayurbhanj may be arrived
at since the entire areas of these districts have been
declared as scheduled areas. Accordingly, the density
of scheduled tribal population in the Koraput district
comes to about 45 persons per square kilometer while it
stands at 57 for Sundargarh and 81 for Mayurbhanj dis-
tricts. The density of non-tribal population among these
districts comes to about 33 for Koraput and 50 and 57.

for the other two districts per Square Kilometer respec=-
tivaly.

6. Iribewise Distribution of Scheduled Tribe Population
According to the scheduled castes and tribes

lists (modification) order,1956, as many as 62 tribes
have been notified as scheduled tribes in the State of
Orissa. Table-5 gives the tribewise population of major
tribes in the State and their proportion in the total
tribal population.2

-,

O—-----.—--——--.----—c----.-.----—-—-------------—---------
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TABIE-S

Tribe . Population % in the total
, (In lakhs) tribal population

Kondh o 8,70 17.15
Gond . | 4,99 9,84
Santhal 4,53 8493
Saora 3.43 8,76
Kolha 3.1, 6,13
Shabar or Lodha  2.40 4,74
Munda R . 4,38
Paroja 2.07 4,08
Bhottada 1.95 3.84
Bhuiya 1.88 3.70
Kisan 1.80 3.54
Oraon 1,65 3.25
Khatia 1420 2.38
Bhumi ] - 1.47 2.90
Bathudi 1,31 2,58
Binjhal 0.84 1465
Bhumia 0.62 1.22
Koya ' 0.59 1.17
Sountd | 0455 1.09
Gadaba o 0.47 0.92
Others 4,94 9,75
ORISSA: 50,72 100.00

"**For the purpose of analysis only mijor tribes which'ére
-nuzerically strong have been taken individually and all
%g%hoth?r tribes have been put under the category

erst, ,
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Kondh is the single largest tribe constituting
17.15% of the total tribal population followed by Gond
(9.84), Santhal(8.93), Saora(6,76)and Kolha(6,13)tribes.,
These five tribes together account for nearly half of
the total tribal population of the State. Shabar,Munda,
Paroja,Bhottada,Bhuiya,Kisan and Oraon are sonme of the
other numerlcally important tribes 1nhab1ting the State.

in_the Stgtg

_ ‘The major tribes in the State are distributgd
among different districts in different proportions, While
some tribes are confined to one or two districts,others
are apread all over the State,

. Kondh, which is numerically the largest tribe
in the State and considered to be one of the most primie
tive tribes in the country,is predominently populated in
the districts of Koraput, Kalahandi, Bolangir, Baudh-
Khondmals and Ganjam. A considerable segment of the

_population is also found in Sambalpur,Dhenkanal and Puri
districts. Conds are another predominant tribe chiefly
found in the districts of Kalshandi, Sambalpur, Bolangir
and Koraput in the State. A good number of Gonds are also
found in Sundargarh,Dhenkanal ,Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj
districts. The main abode of Santhals ié Mayurbhanj dis-
trict and they are also found inhabiting the districts
of Balasore and Keonjhar in considerable number,

Saoras,another primitive tribe in the State,
are found living in the hill tracts of Ganjam,Koraput,
Sambalpur,Bolangir and Puri distriects. A sizeable pro-
portion of the population is also found in Dhenkanal,
Keonjhar and Cuttack districts in the State, While tribes
like Bhottada,Bhumia, Paroja, Koya and Gadaba are mostly

3. For detailed picture see Appendix -II.
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confined to the Koraput district,Kisan,Oraon and Khatia
are distributed in Sambalpur and Sundargarh districts in
the State. While Kolhas and Bathudis are mainly distri-
‘buted in Mayurbhanj,; Keonjhar and Balasore districts in
the State, Mundas are found inhabiting the districts of
Sundargarh,Sambalpur and KeonJhar. Shabars are chiefly
found in Kalahandi,Korsput, Ganjam, Dhenkanal‘ and Cuttack
districts in the State, While Bhumij tribe is mainly liv-
ing in Mayurbhanj and Balasore districts Binjhals are’
chiefly found in Sambalpur and Bolangir distriets. Another
important tribe Bhuiya 1s inhabiting the districts of
vSambalpur Sundargarh Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj, ‘

8. Sex Ratio A
Unlike the non-tribal population, females out

number males in the tribal areas in the State. Males con-
stitute about 49.82% and females 50.18% of the ‘total tribal
population in the State. The corresponding figures are
50.46 and 49.54% for the non-tribal population in the

State respectively, This clearly brings out the point

that females predominate males in the tribal'areés wh@réas
males have an edge over females among the ndn-tribalvpopue_
lation in the State. However,in the districts of Balasore,
Cuttack, nhenkanal and Koraput tribal males have an edge
over fenales.

Tribewise ratio among the major tribes'presents
quite a different picture. While among the tribes like
Gond Santhal yKondh, Saora, Paroja, Bhuiya, Oraon,Kharia,
Bhumij, and Sounti females out number males, males pre=-
doninate over females in the tribes like Shabar,Munda,
Kolha,Bhobtada, Kisan, Bhatudi, Binjhal, Bhumia, ‘Gadaba
and Koya in the State..
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The ratio of females per thousand males is very
high among the tribals compared to the ratio in the non-
tribal population in the State. Table-6 gives the ratio
of sex among the tribal and non-tribal population in the
State,

TABIE .6
(In lakhs)
Males Females Females per
1000 males
Tribals 25,27 25,45 1007
Non-tribals 85,14 - 83.58 082
ORISSA: 110.41 109.03 088

The ratio of sex is 1007 in the tribal areas
whereas it is 982 for the non-tribal areas and 988 for
the total population in the State. '

Among the districts, the ratio is as high as
1041 in Baudh~Khondmals district and as low as 974 in
the Cuttack district.

Among the tribes the ratio of sex is high in
the tribes like Saora (1036), Bhuiya(1029), Oraon(1022),
Bhumi j (1021) and Gond(1019)and low among Koya(963),
Gadaba and Kolha(974), Munda(981), Kisan(983) and
Bathudi(985).

9. Litepracy

The rate of literacy is very low among the
scheduled tribes compared to the non-tribal population
In the State. Table-7 gives the rate of literacy among
the tribal and the non-tribal population in the &tate,
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TABIE -7
) 4 of 1iteracy |

Males Fenales Total
Tribals ~ 16,38 2.58 0446
Non-tribals 44,79 17.37 3l.21
ORISSA: 38,29 13,92 26,18

e amaes may — [
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Among the sexes, males record higher literacy
rate than females in the tribal population but.compared
. to male literacy among non-tribal population it still
stands at a very low level, Similarly, females among
tribals show a poor rate of literacy compared to females
anong the non-tribals,

Arong the districts the picture of literacy is
varied. The rate of literacy is high in.some districts
and low in the other districts. Table-8 presents the dis-
- trictwise rate of literacy among the tribals and the non-
tribal population in the State,

The low rate of literacy in districts like
Koraput,Ganjam,Balasore and Kalahandl may be attributed
to the fact that tribes living in these districts,namely,
Koya, Gadaba, Bhumia, Paroja, Bhottada, Kondh, and Kolha
are the most backward in their soclo-economic conditions
anong the tribes in the State because they live mostly
in the scheduled areas in the State which are cut off
froo the pain strean of development activities since long.,

One interesting point worth noting 1s that there
~ seens to be some correlation between the rate of literacy -
anong the tribal and the general population in the dis-
tricts. In some districts like- Purl,Sambalpur, Sundargarh
and Dnenkanal where the rate of llferacy among the general
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Percentage of llteracy among

DISTRICT Tribal Population "~ Non-tribal Posulation
Persons Males Fenales Persons Males ~ Females
Sambalpur %84+  25.51 4.29 31.92 L6.2%  17.06
Sundargarh 16,04  24.35 2.77 38.44 49.87 - 25.29
Keonjhar 10.05  17.67 2.47 31.17 45,05 16.61
Mayurbhan} 9.64  17.17 2.1k 29.9% 42.93 16.45
Balasore 7.04  12.78 1.18 35.74 50.12 20.92
Cuttack 7.87 13.66 1.91 37.28 50.88 23.49
Dhenkanal 11,07 19,28 2.80 30,24 45.37 14,72
Baudh-Khondmals = 12.37 22,59 2.56 24,79 39.70 9.58
Bolangir 11.97 21.85 2.25 21.87 34.80 8.78
Kalahandi 7.71 14 .40 1.17 16.39 26.80 6.0%
Koraput 3.25 5.97 0.52 20.05 28,92 10.78
Ganjam 6,80 12,07 1.71 . 26.37 40,62 12.71
Puri 13.77  24.85 2.93 36.17 50.74 21.24

ORISSA: 9.46 16.38 2.58 31.21 L4 .79 © 17,37
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population i1s fairly high and above State average, a
sinilar high rate of literacy is found among the tribal
population also. However, this trend is not consistent
with all the districts. For example, ampong the districts
like Cuttack and Balasore where the literacy rate is
highest anong the general population the rate of literacy
anong the tribal population is. found to be far too 1ow
and below the State average.

Another interesting point 1s that there seems
to be some direct relationship between the urbanization -
of tribal population and their levels of literacy. For
exanple Sundargarh has the highest number of .urban tribal
inhabitants in the district compared to any other distriect
in the State and this district records the highest number
of literates among the districts in the State. Similarly, -
the districts 1like Sambalpur, Keonjhar and Purl where a
considerable number of tribals are living in the urban’
areas the literacy rate is found to be above the State:
average and fairly high, '

Among the tribes, the rate of literacy is quite
wneven, some having fair proportion of literates and some
having poor proportion of their total population. Table-9
presents tae detalled picture of =4: literacy among the
major tribes in the State. ' o

Anmong the males, Bhuiyas reported the highest
rate of literacy followed by Oraoans, Bathudl and Gonds.
Among the females, Oracns recorded the ‘highest percentage
of literacy followed by Munda, Kharia and Bhajyas.Others
lag far behind,

Though the percentage of literacy among the
tridbals 1s far tos low compared to the non-tribal popue
laticn in the State, a faster rate of growth is noticeable
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TABLE 9

~ % of literacy

TRIBE

: Persons Males Femsles
Kondh 7,97 14.48 1.56
Gond 13.48 23.16 . 3.98
Santhal 9.06 16.14 C 2,04
Saora 10.15 18.29 2.34
Kolha 5.89 10.51 1.08
Shabar 8.65 15.46 1.81
Munda 13.27 19.65 6.77
Paroja 2.45 4.55 © 0.3
Bhottada b .46 8.37 - 0.51
Bhuiya 14.88 25.38 L.68
Kisan 11.45 O 19.77 . 2.99
Oraon 16.33 oL .5 8.30-
Kharia 12.16 18.49 5.2
Bathudi 13.26 23.91 2450
Binjhal 10.49 18.26 2,68
Bhumi 7.87 14,27 1.61
Bhumia Ya11 7.81 0.37
Gadaba 3.29 5.97 0.53
Koya | 1.20 2.10 0.26
Sounti 10.53 . 19.45 1.7
Others 9.38  16.60 . 2.26

All Tribes: 9.46 16.38 - . 2.58

anong the tribals when compared to the non-tribal popu-
lation between 1961 and 1971. Table-10 gives the growth -

rate of literacy among the tribal and the non-tribal popu-
lation between 1961 and 1971,



TABLE -
Population ‘ N
Non-tribal Scheduled Tribe
Iiteracy rate(including
Q-4 are ETOUD population):
(a)1961: .
i)Persons 26.2‘ 74
11)Males a.5 . 13.0
111 )Fenmales 10.9 . 1.8
(b)1971:
_i)Persons 3L.2 ' 9.5
ii)Males 44 .8 16.4
ii1)Fenales 17.4 2.6
(¢)% in se of . |
t 61-71)¢
i)YPersons L 19,2 28.4
i1)Males o 8.0 2642

111)Females = 60.1 4.4

The litefacy rate amdng scheduled tribes was
7.4% in 1961 which is improved to 9.5% in 1971, result-
ing in a growth rate of 28.43%, which 1is higher than the
growth rate of 19, 2/ anong the non<t ribal population,
Particularly,the growth rate is very significant in thé
case of females than males among the tribal pOpulation.

10. t b tic f T WNs iV 1 \ges 1n the Trlbal Arﬁas

ost of the tribal villages are‘-situated on
the hill‘tOps and the forest tracts in the scheduled’
areas of tha State. Generally, tribal villages are small
and scattered and a majority of the villages consist
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population of less than 200. Bigger villages are small

in number and towns with modern facilities are very scarce.
Urbanization is negligible in the tribal areas in the State

because of their continuous isolation from the mainstrean
of development activities since generations. However, in-
formation regarding the distribution of villages and towns
in the tribal areas is not available,

11. R -Urb tribut f Trib opulation

As in the case of non-tribal population,most of
the tribal population alsoc live in the rural areas in the
State. But the proportion of tribal inhabitants in the
rural areas is much more than the non-tribal population
in the State. Table-11 gives the distribution of tribal
and non-tribal population in the rural and urban areas
in the State.

TABLE =
Rural % of rural Urban % of urban
population population popula-: population
(In lakhs) 1in the tion(In in the totad
total popu- lakhs) population
lation co
Tribal 49,25 97.69 1,47 2,901
Non=tribal 151.74 89.94 16,98 - 10.06
ORISSA: 200,99 91.59 18,45 - 8.4l

About 97,098 of the tribal population is living
in the rural areas compared to 89.,94% of the non-tribal
population in the State. A meagre 2.91% of the tribal
people are urban inhabitants compared to 10,06% among
the non-tribal population in the State. This brings
out the point that the tribal set up is very much rural
based than the non-tribal population in the State.
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The picture is not different among the districts
-in-the State. Table-12 presents the districtwise distri-
bution of tribal population among the rural ANy trban
-areas in the State,

TABIE-12

District % of rural population in
the total tribal population

Sambalpur 95.01
Sundargarh 91,78
- Keonjhar 05.41
Mayurbhanj 99,57
Balasore 95.70

Cuttack 196455
Dhenkanal 99.54
Baudh-Khondnals 99.39
Bolangir 98,27 -
Kalahandi 98,74

Koraput 97.56

Ganjan 99.54

Puri .o 90.94

ORISSA: ) | 97.09

As 1t is evident from the table, most of the
tribals are living in the rural areas in almost all the
districts in the State, This is duec to the fact that
nost of the tribal area in these districts 1s scheduled
area and people are living in the most inaccessible
terrain and forest tracts. Sundarga:h*isuthé'only dis-
trict where a considerable section of the population
(8.00%)1s 1living in the urban areas though the entire”
district is declared as scheduled area. This can be attri-
buted to the Rurkela Steel Plant which is located in the
district where a considerable number of tribals are
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employed, The other districts where signs of urbanization
is- evident'are Sambalpur,Keonjhar,Balasore,Cuttack and
Puri of which in the latter three districts the tribal
population is rather small and the tribals are living in
the non-scheduled plains areas in close contact with the
non-tribals,
12. Labour Particjipation |

The rate of participation is very low among the
tribals as it is in the case of non-tribal population and
bulk of the population constitutes non-workers in the
State. Table-13 gives the proportion of workers in the
tribal as well as non-tribal population in the State.

- IABIE-13 |
Tribal = Non-tribsl- . ORISSA

e sy

Malesi | L
i)Workers (in lakhs) 14,88 46,20 61.08
11)% in the total 8 o
nale population 58.88 54426 55.32
Females; . T
i)Workers (in lakhs) 2.75};'~- 4.63 7.42
11)% in the total | | |
female population 10.97 5 54 6.81
Total; | , .
1)Workers(in lakhs) 17.67 50.83 68,50
11)Z in the total - .
population 34.84 30,13 31,22

LR e— ————

— o~

Workers constitute about 34,847 among the tribal
population and the corresponding proportion is 30.13% for
the non-tribal population in the State. Though workers
constitute small proportion of the total tribal popula-  ?
tion still the rate of participation is high when compared
to the non-tribal population,
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Anong the sexes, nales have a fair proportion
of workers when compared to the females among the tribal
as well as the non-tribal population. Female workers
constitute very low proportion of their total population
among the tribal as well as non-tribal population in the
State. However,thisproportion is highcr among the
tribal population compared to non-tribal population.h
Agaln, the proportion of workers, both male and female,
anong the tribals 1is relatively'high when compared to
the proportion among the non-tribal: population.

The higher rate of participation of the scheduled
tribe maies and_females, however,does not mean that the
tribals have better employment opportunities than the
rest of the population. It only means that the economic
returns in the tribal econogz;iggjggngjggi the worker
dependant ratio .o among them must remain as low as possible,
As an aVerage tribal worker is unable to maintain depen-
dents to the same extent as an average general category
worker, tribal boys and girls begin to participate in
the active economic pursuits at a comparitively early age.

13, Bural Urban Distribution of wWorkers: -

The proportion of workers in the rural and
urban population among the tribals presents a different
picture, Table-14 gives the proportion of workers in the
rural as well ;s urban population among the tribals in
the State,
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IABIE =14
“Rural .. Urban .
i)Workers (In lakhs) . .14.46 ' 0.42
11)% in the total population 58.99 55.33
1)W0rker3(1n lakhs) = 2068 0.11
11)% in the total population - 10.84 ~ 15.64
Tta : v .
i Workers(In lakhs) o 17.14 0.53

11)% in the total population 34.81 35,91

It is evident from the table that 34.81 and
35.91% of the total rural and urban population are- woTkers
respectively in the tribal areas. Among the sexes,.58.99%
of the total rural male population and 10.84% of the total
rural female population are workers. The corresponding pro-
portion of male and female workers are 55,33 and 15.64% in
the urban areas. Both in rural as well as urban areas the
nmale participation is considerably high compared to the
female participation. Similarly, the rate of participation
anong nales is high in the rural areas than in the urban
areas, However,® the rate of participation among females is
s1ightly high in the urban areas compared to the rural
areas.

As already mentioned since a majority of tribal
populatxon is confined to rural areas, a heavy concentra-
tion of work force, as expected to be, is also concentrated
in the rurdl areas. Of the total tribal working popula-
tion in the State 97,008 are living in the rural areas
while only a meagre proportion of 3.00% are inhabiting
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the urban areas. Anong the -rural workers males constitute
84.36% and femalés account for only 15,64% whereas among
the urban workers while males constitute about 78.68%
females account for 21,32%,

Anong the districts, the rate of participation
of tribal population is low and nearer to State average
in all the districts without exception, Table-l5 gives
the districtwise percentage of tribal participation in
the State,

TABLE-]ﬁ
District - % of workers in the total
tribal population
Sambalpur .36,74
Sundargarh 30.87
Keonjhar 32.05
Mayurbhan] : 35.52
Balasore 35.43
cuttack _ 35.31
. Dhenkanal 33,81
Baudh-Khondnals | 35.44
Bolangir _ 35.15
Kalahandi 32.18
Koraput 36.41
Ganjan 37.71
Puri - 36.53
ORISSA: 34.84

Ganjam district has the highest proportion of
37.71% of workers among its total population followed by
Sazbalpur(36,74), Puri(36.53) and Koraput(36,41). The
lowest percentage of workers is found in the Sundargarh
district (30.87).
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- 14. Decupationsl Pattern
Tribal workers are traditionally found at diffe-

EEEE—§EEE9E,QELEESEEEEE_QEKEEQEESPt viz., food gatherlng,
shifting cultivation and settled cultivation. The food
gathering econony mostly involves the forest wealth,
Collection of edible fruits, rooté, tubers and honey and
hunting wild anihals in the forest are some of the avo-
cations associated with food gathering economy. Shifting
or podu is the major occupation for a number of tribes in
the State. It is characterised by very simple technology,
low ylelds and low degree of commercialisation. Some tribes
follow settled plough cultivation which is also charac-
terised by poor technology, inadequate scope for land deve-
lopment and low yields. These occupations are not mutually
exclusive and tribes which follow settled cultivation are
also involved in shifting cultivation and shifting culti-
vators are involved in food gathering. Of late, collection
and sale of minor forest produce has become an- important
subsidiary occupation for majority of tribals who are
inhabiting the scheduled areas in the State,

According to the modern industrial classification
of 1971 census a large section of the tribal workers are
ehgaged in the primary sector either in agriculture as
cultiVators and agricultural labourers or in act1v1ties
allied to agriculture like forestry, fishing and livestock,
etc., while a small proportion of the workers are engaged
in the secondary and tertiary sector occupations in the
State. Table-16 gives the categorywise distribution of .
workers enong the different occupations and their corres-
ponding figures among the non-tribal population in the
State.



TABIE .16
Category of workers % in the ~ % in the
- total total
scheduled - workers
- tribe of the
workers non=-tribal
_ - population

Cultivators ~ . 52,38 48,05
Agricultural labourers 36,72 - 25,35
Livestock,Forestry,etc. | 1.87 2,24
Mining and Quarrying 1.32 0456
Manufacturing,Processing and

servicing,ete,, ing

a)Household industry 1.18 4,48

b)Other than household industry 1.22 2.67
Construction 0.24 ' 0.66
Trader& commerce o 0.58 4,26
Transport,storage and comnuni-. - '

cations 0.67 1.71
Other services S 3.82 10.02

About 91% of the tribal workers are partici=-
pating in tic agriculture and allied activities while
the corresponding proporticn among the non-tribal popu-
lation 1s 75.64% in the State. Within this, 52.38% of
the tribal workers are engaged in cultivation aznd 36,72%
are engaged as agricultural labourers, whereas 48.05%
and 25,35% of the workers among the non:tribal;pqpulation<
are engaged in these occupations respecﬁively. Occupa-
tions like forestry, livestock, fishing and“huntiné which
are allied to agriculture absorb about 1.87% of the total
tribal workers in the State whereas the corresponding pro=-
portion is 2.24%_for the non-tribal population. The pro-
portion of cultivators and agricultural labourers is high
anong the tribal workers compared to the non-tribal working
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population. However, the proportion of workers engaged in
the activities allied to agriculture is slightly high
anong the Non-tribal working population compared to the
tribal workers in the State. Cultivators,who account for
more than half of the total tribal workers in the State,-
are nostly concentrated in the scheduled areas anong -
different districts where availability of land is in
plenty.,

About 3.96% of the total tribal workers are
engaged in the secondary sector occupations whereas the
prOportion is about 8.37% among the non-tribal population
in the State. Of this, 1.32% of the ‘tribal workers are
engaged in mining and quarrying, 1.18% of them are engaged
in manufacturing, processing and servieing at household
industry and.1,22% in other than household industry.
Construction is another occupation in which 0,24% of the
tribal workers are engaged.’ Except in mining and quarrying,
in all other activities the proportion: of workers is far
too low among the tribals compared to the non-tribal pPOpU-
lation. However, in mining and quarrying the proportion
.of tribal workers is high compared to the non-tribal popu-
lation,

About 5.07% of'the tribal workers are engaged
in the tertiary sector occupations compared to 15.99%
among the non-tribal population. Among the occupations
under this sector trade and commerce shares 0.58%, trans-
port,storage and coﬁmunication 0.67% and other services
3.82% of the total tribal workers. In all these occupa~
tions the participation of tribal workers is very low
compared to the non-tripal pOpulation. |

A careful observation of the above figures
brings out the point that a large segment of the tribal
pepulation “is dependent upon agriculture and =lliec
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allied activities. The rate of participation in the
seeondary and tertiary sectors is rather mérginal indi-
cating the persistent backwardness of the tribal people
in their occupatiocnal mobillty, and specialization,
Especially, in the tertiary sector which is considered
to be highly advanced and specialised the rate of tribal
participation is any thing but encouraging.

The pattern of tribal participation is-quite
varied anong the districts in the State. Tablé-l? glves
the districtwise pattern of participation among the
tribals in the State,

Baudh-Khondnals, anong the districts, has the
highest proportion of tribal.workers engaged in the agri-
culture sector(Brinary) with 95.30% closely followed by
Ganjan(94.81), Balangir(93.97), Koraput(94.46), Dhenkanal
{94.35), Mayurbhanj(93.76) and Kalahandl(93.56) districts,
The tribals living.in these districts depend mostly on
agriculture because most of the scheddled area is distri-
buted among these districts and land is available in
plenty. Besides, the opportunities are also limited for
the tribals 1iving in these areas to pursue advanced occu-
paticns under secondary and tertiary sectors, since these
scheduled areas have been subjected to prolonged isola-
ticn froa the modern development activities for a long
tire, Added to this, these tribal areas have been inhabi-
ted by some of the most primitive tribes like Kondh,

Kocya, Gadaba, Paroja, Bhottada and Saora whose econonic
developzent, did not cross the stage of shifting and tradi-
ticnalsettled Cultivation.

- Within the agriculture sector, BaudhKhonmals
has the hishest proportion of 68.72% of cultivators
followed by Ganjan(64.69)and Koraput(60.22) districts,
Bilascre has the largest number of agricultural labourezs
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Total Workers : -
DISTRICTv ~ Culti- Agrl. Live- : NMining Manufacturing& Constru- Trade Trans- Other
‘ ‘ vators labou- stock, and Procegsing at = ction .. & porting servi-
' rers fores- quar- House- Other * Comm- & commu~ ces
try, rying hold than erce nications
fishing, indus~ house~
ete, try hold in-
dustry
‘Sambalpur W5.78 41.82  1.45 0.1 2.51 2,81 0.39  0.5%  0.96 3.33
Sundergarh 57.22 20.83 1.67 L.30 1.07 5.65 '0.38' : 0.85f 1,68 6.35
{eonjhar 50.3% 29,97 2.00  9.00 0.72 0.86 C.23. 0.58 - 1.57  4.73
Mayurban} 46.26 .LLk.76  2.7% 0.19 1.32 0.28 (.11 0.19 0.34 3.81
Balasore 21.57 65.82 0.68 1.47 0.92 2.35 (.90  0.19, - 1.58 4. 52
Cuttack 26,22 55.62 5.60 0.75 -0.61 1.03 (.39 347 0 1.31 5.0
Dhenkanal 36,43 53.65 k.27 0.5 0.4 0.25 .73 0.19  0.24 3.05
B.Khondmals 68.72 25.84+ 0.7+  0.01 0.83 0.12 ©  0.11  0.33 | 0.16 3.4
Bolangir 57.04  36.24  1.19° 0,07 1.36 045 0.1 0.97  0.28 2.7
Kalahandi 55.38  37.18 1.00  0.01 1.29 0.33 0.09  0.k0 0.16 h.16
Koraput 60.22 -33.13 1.1 0.10  0.80 0.25 0.18  0.51° - 0.4 3.29
Ganjam 64,69  28.32  1.80 - 1.56  0.25  0.10 0.70 0.22  2.36
Puri 0 31.88. 51,65 2.9%  0.08 0.6% 2.37 0.10 - 2.86 " 0.16 2.7% -
ORISSA: 52.38  36.72 1.87 1.18 1.22 0.2k 0.58 0.67 3.82
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of 65,82% followed by Cuttack(55.62), Dhenkanal(53.65)and
Puri(51,65)districts, The proportion of tribal population
is very low among the latter four districts and they live
in non=-seheduled plains areas. Since land is scarce in
the plains areas and tribals cannot compete with nonw
tribals in the acquisition of land,they resorted to agri-
cultural labour in the neighbouring farms of non-tribals
among these districts., Puri district recorded the highest
proportion of 7.54% of workers engaged in livestock,’
forestry and fishing etc., followed by Cuttack(5.60)and
Dherikanal (4.27). |

Among the Secondary sector occupations,mining
and quarryfhg shared -the highest proportion of 9, OO% of |
workers in. ‘the Keonjhar dlstrlct followed by 4,30%: 1n
Sundargarh. This high proportion among these two :dis-
tricts. iS due to the presence of various mjnes in., thgseg
dlstr1§t9 ”The miherOdisbwictsaoffepe&yleﬁ scopg E&lfﬂ
this regard. The proportion of workers" engaged iﬁ’hoﬁgé—
hold industry is very small among all the districts in
‘the State except in Sambalpur where 2.81% of them are
engaged in this avopation. However, the proportion of
workers engaged in processing‘and nanufacturing in other
than household industry is encouraging in the districts
like Sundargarh(5:65), Sambalpur(2, 81), Pur1(2 37)and
Balasore(2.35),%1 ‘“;;ip Since in all these four dis-
tricts the tribal areas show signs of urbanisation,parti-
cipation of tribal workers in industries situated in urban
and semi-urban areas is encouraging among these districts.

A good proportion of workérs are engaged in the
category 'other services', compared to trade= commerce
and tr@nsgqft among the tertiary sector ocqupations.'Other
services i t&&9>p¥o?bssi@nal and”dﬁhéi Phijte collg;wqus

and pefse aivéeff’vi%er? TiKe d‘éméstict svervaﬂts,barbem,

B I
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dhobies, etc, Sundargarh has the p:ide,of place with a
proportion of 6.35% followed by Cuttagk_withlS.OO%, This
is dus to the location of Roorkela Steel Plant in the
former case and non-tribal and urban influehce in the
latter case. The other districts where a considerable
segment of the tribal workers engaged in these advanced
occupations are Keonjhar(4.73), Balasore(4.52) and Kala-
handi(4.16) which are also showing some signs of .urbani-
sation. | |

CONCLUSIONS :

Orissa is one of the States where tribals constitute
‘a considerable segment of its population. Some of the most
primitive tribals in the country are also inhabitiﬁg the
State. Most of the tribals are living-in the scheduled
areas which constitutes about 36.56% of the total area of
the State. The proportion of scheduled tribal population
is 23.11% of the total population in the State which is
considered to be the highest compared to any other State
except Nagaland in the country. The density of tribal
population is generally low and sparse in the scheduled
areas in the State because of the scattered nature of the
villages on the hill and in forest tracts where most of
the tribal people are living,

The rate of literacy is very low compared to the
non-tribal population in the State. The appalingly low
rate of literacy is said to be one of the root causes
of the low standard of living of ttibals in the State.

Tribal economy is still in the primitive stages
of development characterised by low productivity due
to lack of adequate infrastructure., Majority of the
work force is dependent upon agriculture either as cul-
tivators or agricultural labourers., Little occupational



T 30

specialisaticn or diversification is found among the
tribals in the State. Though a 1little occupational mobi-
lity, at the level of the individual, is observed it is
nostly confined to the agricuiture sectory as partici-
pation in secondary and tertiary sectors of economy re-
quires literacy, certain level of education and learning
of skills. Since majority of tribals are confined to the
renote and inaccessible scheduled areas which are bereft
of the fruits of modern development activities, the:
avenues are .also limited for the tribals to pursue advane
ced occupations. This has resulted in overdependance on
agriculture by the tribals. Since tribal agriculture is -
characterised by fragnentation, primitive technology and
inadequate intrastructure leading to low productivity,the
over dependence on agriculture left the tribals in acute
poverty, It is time to take adequate steps to minimise -
the dependence of tribals on agriculture by creating

nere endployment opportunities through introducing agro-
forest based industries in the tribal areas.

-=30008 =~



 APPENDIX.T
LIST OE_S_CHEDUIED TRIBES IN ORISSA

%. Name of Scheduled Tribe | %. " Name of Scheduled Tribe )
1. 2. 1. a -’
" 1, Bagata - 32, Kisan
2. Balga 1 33 Kol
3. Banjara or Banjari i 34, Kolah-Kol-Loharas
4. Bathudl . 35. Kolha .
5. Bhottada or Dhotada 36, Koli,including Malhar
6. Bhuiya or Bhuyan || 37. Kondadora
7. Bhunia : 38, Kora
" 8, Bhumij |}l 39. Korua
9, Bhunjia 40. Kotia
10. Binjhal 41. Koya
11. Binjhia or Binjhoa 42. Kulls
12. Birhor . 43. Lodha
- 13, Dondo Paroja 44, Madia
14. Chenchu . || ‘45, Mahal1
15, Dal . | 46, Mankidi
16, Desua Bhumi] | 47, Mankirdia
17. Dharua o " 48, Matya
18, Didayi - 49, Mirdhas
19, Cadaba _ 50. Munda,Munda-Lohara or
20. Gandia Munda-Mahalis
21, Ghara 5. Mundari
22, Gond,Gondo | 52+ Omanatya
“23, Ho 63. Oraon
24. Holva | 5% Parenga
'25. Jatépu 5.50' Paroja
26. Juang 56.. Pentia -
27. Kandha Gauda 57. Rajuar
28, Kawar .68, Santal .
29. Kharia or Khariah 59. g:gziésaVar,Saura or
S0. Kharwar 60. Shabar or Lodha
T Inetuding Noneu: Kandna| CL+ Sountd
and Sitha Kandha 62. Tharua
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SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF TRIBES AMONG VARIOUS
DISTRICTS IN ORISSA

Nane of- the Predonminently Considerably Spérsely
Tribe populated populated populated
1. Kondh Kalahandi, Sambalpur, Sundergarh,
Koraput, Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,
BOla.ngir, Puri, Cutt8.3k,
Baudh-Khondmals, Mayurbhanj,
-Ganjané Balasore.
2. Gond Kalahandi, -~ Sundergarh, Baudh-Khondmals
KOraput 9 Dherlkanal, Ganj am,PllI‘i.
Sambalpur, Keonjhar,
Bolangir, Mayurbhanj,
3. Santal Mayurbhan]j. Keonjhar, Kalahandi,
4 Balasore, Koraput,
.. Sambalpur,
 Ganjan,
Sundargarh
Dhenkanal,ﬁuri,
Cuttack, _
4, Sacra Koraput, Dhenkanal , Kalahandi,
Sambalgur, Keonjhar, BaudhKhondmals
Bolangir, Cuttack. Sundargarh,
Ganjam,Puri. Mayurbhanj,
' Balasore.
5. Munda Sanbalpur Kalahandi, BaudhKhondmals
Sundergarh, Koraput, Ganj&m,Puri,
Keonjhar, Bolangir ‘ '
Dhenkanai,
Cuttack,
Mayurbhanj,
Balasore.,
6. Kolha Keonjhar, Sambalpur, Kalahandi,
Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal, Koraput,
Balasore, Cuttack, Bolangir,
' Baudh-Khondmal
Puri .
7+ Shabar Kalahandi, Samhalpur, Baudh-Khondnal
Koraput, Bolangir, Sundargarh, |
Ganjam, Puri,
Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,
Cuttack, Mayurbhanj,
Balasore.

Contd. . .
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Name of the Predoninently Considerably Sparsely
Tribe - populated .. populated .populated
8. Bhottada  Koraput g Kalahandi .
B Sambalp Ur,.
‘9., Bathudi Keonjhar, Balasore. Cuttack.,
‘ MayurbhanJ .
10, Bhuiya Sambalpur, Kalahandi, Koraput,
Sundergarh, Dhenkanal Bolangir
Keonjhar, Balasore. Baudh-Kondmals
Mayurbhanj . P uri Cuttack.
11, Bhuatj Mayurbhanj, Sundergarh, Sambalpur,
‘ Balasore. Dhenkanal, Puri.
Keonjhar,
* CUttaCko
12, Binjhal Sambalpur, Kalahandi, Sundargarh,
Bolangir. Dhenkanal,
- Cuttack,
i Mayurbhanj.
13. Bhunia Koraput., - Sambalpur,
Gan}an,
14, Paroja Koraput, Kalahandi. Sanbalpur,
: Cuttack,
- Mayurbhanj.
15. Kisan Sambalpur, Dhenkanal, Koraput,
Sundarghar. Keonjhar. Cuttack
. Mayurbhanj.
16, Oraon Sundargarh. Sanmbalpur. Keon}har,
Mayurbhanj.
17, Kharia Sanbalpur, Dharkanz} Kalahandi,
Sundergarh. Puri, Koraput,
Mayurbhanj. Bolangir
Baudhkhondmals,
Ganjan,
Keonjhar,
Cuttack,
Balasore.

. Contd,.:
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Name of the
-Tribe

-‘Predomlnantly
populated

Considerably S~arse1y

populated

popUlated

W LB . A

18. Koya

19, Sounti

20,‘Gadaba

‘Koraput.

‘Keonjhar,

Mayurbhanj.

Kofaput.

Sambalpur,

* Baudh-Khondnal

Ganjam,
Dhenkanal,
Purl,KeonJhar
Mayurbhanj,
Balasore,

Koraput

‘Sambalpur,

Ganjanm,
Sundargarh,
Dhenkanal
Purl,Cuttack
Balasore.

Kalahandi,
Sambalpur,
BaudhKhondnal
Ganjan,
Majurbhang. ,




