


hananjayara(l Gadgill.ibrary 

llll!llll!llllllllllilllllllllllllllllll 
GIPE-PUNE-000707 

INDIAN FRONTIER POLICY 



INDIAN FRONTIER . POLICY 

A~ lliSTOlliCAL SKETCH 

BY 

GEXERAL SIR JOIL~ .A.DYE, G.C.D., TI.A. 

WITH .t JIAP 

LOXDOX 

S~HTII, ELDEn, J.: CO., 15 WATEllLOO PLACE 

189i 



PREFACE 

THE subject of our policy on the North-'Vest frontier 
of India is one of great importance, as affecting 
the general welfare of our Eastern Empire, and is 
specially interesting at the present time, when mili
tary operations on a considerable scale are being 
conducted against a combination of the independent 
tribes along the frontier. 

It must be understood that the present condition 
of afrairs is no mere sudden outbreak on the part of 
our turbulent neighbours. Its causes lie far deeper, 
and are the consequences of events in bygone years. 

In the following pages I have attempted to give 
a short historical summary of its varying phases, in 
the hope that I may thus assist the public in some 
degree to understand its general bearings, and to 
form a correct opinion of the policy which should 
he pursued in the future. 

JOHN ADYE, 
General. 



CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I 

EYESTS PRIOR TO, AND INCLUDI!>G, FIRST AFGHAN WAR 

OF 1830-41 
PA<'& 

l'roposed InYasion of India by Xapoleou I.-Mission of Burnes to 
Cabul-Its Failure-Hostility of Russia and Persia-First 
Afghan \Yar, 1839-41-Its Vicissitudes and Collapse 

CIL\PTER II 

EYENTS PRIOR, AND LEADING UP, TO SECOND AFGHAN WAR 

Con11uest of Khiva, Bokhara, and Kokand by Russia-British Con
quest of Scinde and the Punjaub-Our Policy with the Frontier 
Tribes-Treaty of1857 with Dost Mahomed-Shere Ali succeeds 
as A.meer, 1868-Warof 1878-Abdul Rahman becomes Ameer 
-\\'ithtlrawal of Dritish Army from Afghanistan, 1881 . . 17 

CIUPTER III 

FRONTIER POLICY SINCE SECOND AFGHAS WAR, INCLUDING 

EXPEDITIO!> TO CHITRAL 

Further Ad\'ance of Russia-Merv Occupied-Sir West Ridgeway's 
Frontier Commission of 188,j-The Durand Agreement with 
Abdul D.ahman-The Chitral Expedition of 1895-Its Results 
-Sud,len Outbreak of Frontier Tribes, 1897 , 43 

. To face p. 1 



GENERAL SIR JOHN ADYE'S RECOLLECTIONS. 

With Dluetrations by the A.uthor. Domy Bvo. Us. net. 

RECOLLECTIONS of a MILITARY LIFE. 
By General Sir JOHN ADYE, G.O.B., R.A. 

LATE GOVERNOR OF GIBRALTAR, 

PRESS OPINIONS. 
The ACADEMY.-' These reminiscences extend over more than sixty years; 

they comprise a record of manifold service, with a large experience of military 
affairs in the East, and in ·several parts of our Empire. • . • What has struck me 
most, however, in the work is the excellence of Sir John Adye's judgment in the 
policy he advocates for our lndin,n Empire-his true perception of the causes of the 
outbreak of 1857, the soundness of his conclusions a.s to the true modes of govern
ment and administration in Indian afta.ira, of ruling the dependent millions of the 
Grea.t Peninsula.. His reflections on this subject breathe the sa.me spirit a.s those of 
Wellington in his Indian Despatches.' 

The TIMES.-' General Sir John Adye's "Recollections of his Military Life" 
cannot fail to be interesting,especially as throughout those" Recollections" he subordi
nates himself to the events he witnessed and describes .... Sir John's views on the 
Centra.! Asian question and those on the retention of Gibraltar by this country 
deserve perusal and consideration.' 

PUNCH.-' These recollections a.re chiefly occupied with the Crimean W a.r and 
the Indian Mutiny, though the old soldier has something to sa.y about the Afghan 
War of 1878-9 and the Egyptian War of 1882. My Baronitc finds most interesting 
the chapters about the Crimean Wa.r, certain incidents a.nd episodes of which a.re 
narrn,ted with soldierlike directness and simplicity.' 

The DAILY CHRONICLE.-' Sir John Adye has written a very interesting 
and lively book, which will furnish equally attractive reading for soldiers and civilia.na.' 

The DAILY TELEGRAPH.-' Most valuable a.s well a.s most interesting 
• , , It will possess attractions far beyond professional ranks.' 

The WORLD.-' Will be found pleasant and profit~tble reading not only by 
thMe of Sir John's contemporaries who remain, but also by the rising generation of 
aoldiers, to whom the great events of forty yea.rs a.go are already ancient history.' 

The MORNING POST.-' Sir John Adye's "Recollections" are well worth 
reading. They are on the one ha.nd varied by expressions of well-considered opinion 
on important questions, a.nd on the other hand brightened by a lively sense of humour 
and e. considerable sheaf of anecdotes.' 

The BROAD ARROW.-'We trust we ha.ve written and extracted enough 
to induce a.ll our readers to obtain and ponder over this most readable and instructive 
book.' 

The GRAPHIC.-' The recollections of a. soldier who, like Sir John Adye, ha.s 
not only held important commands in warfare, but has also formed part of the great 
military administrative machine at home, could not fail to be of special interest .• , • 
The book is full of ma.ny shrewd observations and a number of good stories. The 
sketch of the Crimean War is in many respects the best of the several volumes of 
reminiscences of that campaign which have been published lately.' 

The TIMES OF INDIA.-' The "Recollections of a Military Life" which 
Genera.! Sir John Adye hu published could hardly fail to be interesting. They 
are in fact much more than that, a.nd the simple but vigorous English in which they 
ue told, a.nd the modesty with which he refers to incidents which made his brother 
officers proud of him lend to the volume a singular charm.' 

London: SMITH, ELDER, & CO., 15 Waterloo Pla.ca, S.W. 
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NOW READY. Crown Svo, 6s. With Sixteen Portraits and Eleven Plans .. 

rv\ \<sDEEDS THAT WON THE EMPIRE.: 
HISTORIO BATTLE SOENES. 

By the Rev. W. H. FITCHETT ('VEDETTE'). 
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EXTRACT FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 
The tales here told are written not to glorify war, bu~ to nourish patriotism. 

· They represent an effort to renew in popular memory the great traditions of . 
the Imperial race to which we belong .... Each sketch is complete in itself; 
and though no formal quotation of authorities is given, yet all the available 
literature on each event desc1·ibed has been laid under contribution, The 
sketches will be found to be historically accurate. 

From the TIMES.-'" Deeds that Won the ·Empire" is admirably con· 
ceived and written. Wolfe's striking feat of arms at Quebec, Hawke's ~plendid 

. victory in Quiberon Bay, Busaco, Albuera,,the Nile, the action of the SltnJnlnon, 
and OlwU(l.JMke, with other memorable fights by sea and land, are vividly 

, described. l'vlr. Fitchett has not sacrificed historical accuracy to dramat1c 
effect, and his words ring true.' · 

From the SPECTATOR.-' There have been plenty of attempt.s to write the 
story of England's battles on sea and land in a language which shall, while 
plain and easily understood, give a true picture of the events depicted ; but 
we have never met with one which has proved so successful. The method, as 
well as the tone and temper, of the book is entirely satisfactory, The writing 
is full of life and colour, and dull must be he who can read its pages without 
a thrill of pride and pleasure.' 

,London: SMITH, ELDER, & CO., 15 Waterloo Place, S.W. 


