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. owing spesch was made by the Collector of
_68t6rs o <he Insuguration of the League of Peace and
Progress at Satara:— - IR S R
, Strimact Chiof Sahebs and Sardars, Mr. Dosabhoy
‘sod Gentlemen,— = . . . T e
, May I commence by reading an exfract from a
“recent article in' one of the best magazines- published -
in America—a country. which is no friend of -oppression-
and no enemy of Indian aspirations ?- I do not vouch for -
the acouracy of the statement that the population of
India has doubled within living memory, buf at any rate
it has greatly increased under British rule. < The™ extract
is as follows: . . St e T s
, * The population of India is but one of many  which
kave doubled within ‘living memory. Without what we
call- Western civilization this would have been impossible ;
and without what we cal}] Western civilization the support
‘of any such ‘rapidly increasing multituda will be equally, -
impossible in the future. It is the merit of England that -
in this expansion she has played the leading part; hag -
done s0 much to evolve a civilization, which, whatever .its
failings, has enabled two human beings to grow in the -
~ place of one. I look at what, for want of a. better term,
I will call Eastern civilization, but which might equally well -
ba described as the Western civilization of the past. In.
the main, and apart from its alleged beauty, it is‘an inter-
minable record of famine, pestilence, enslaved populations,
. and of perpetnal warfare waged ab the behest of great or -
Litle' tyrants; of rapine, slaughter, and the sacking and
firing of inoffensive homes. - Its vaunted empires as well as
its petty kingdoms were based on a servitude that left the °
ruling minorities defenceless in & time of crisis.” :Little
by Lttle emerged the free peoples who are the dominant
factors of today.” R -

" Please notics particularly the last sentence “ The free -
peoples who are the dominant factors of today.” . Please
notice also that the author condemns the Western as well
as the Eastern civilization of the past. Uncontrolled
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ter of cne or of amob, ¢f akin- -
e — 3 come lo the sume thing., The”
- patible ‘with freedom, are basel, however 120
may disguise it, on the rule of an auntocratic mn
lead to war, famine, pestilence and slavery. '

Now the receat Government of India Act which is
based on the Reforms proposed by Lord Ckelmsford and
Mr. Montagu has definitely placed India among tke f{ree
peoples. Cowplete self-government, though not yet fully
attained, is in sight and will certainly be attained by the
present generation if they will proceed on orderly and
constitutional lines. Are you going to throw away this
prospect by aiming at immediate self-government through
revolutionary means? )

" For, however it is disguised, the aims of non-coopera-
tion are revolutionary and the sympathy with, and
admiration of, the DBolshevists in Russia professed by
cerfain mnoun-cooperationists .show what they really want.
Even those non-cooperationists who do not want Bolshe-
vism will inevitably bring it about, if they are successful
in their designs. Those revolutionaries who brought "
aboubt the overthrow of the  Russian Emperor had no
~ intention of substituting Bolshevism ; they merely wanted
to obtain freedom and governmen$ by the people at one
bound, just as some of the non-cooperationists want to
do. But they had had no experience of the actual business
of government, They destroyed the government ta which
the Russian people had been accustorned for centuries ard
could not substitute anything in its place. The Bolsho-
vists then had their chance and in the name of the peopls
substituted the tyranny of a few for the tyranny, if 1t was
a tyranny, of the Emperor.

1 think that there is still some ignorance in this
country of what Bolshevism means and is. A Bolshevik
means in the Russian language cne who demands the
maximam, in fact an extremist. The Dolshevik party is
or was the extremist party in socialism and the opposite
~ party was the Mensheviks, or moderate socialists, whom
they destroyed. The Bolshevik party held the extrerce
thecry . of socialism, namely that there should be ro.
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L anything and toas the State should -

- , 8dminister everything. This might be an .

sinciple. of goveramest in-another world or

4oy nber cregtures like bees or ants, bul, human:
nature being whaf it is, it is clearly impossible among men .

and s regards land kas been abandoned by the Egl.sher_ist’ ;

rulers themselves, - 7

. YVith the down-fall of the Emperor ‘the first’ thing

thai the peasants did was to seize and divide up among

‘themselves the estates of ~the -landlords.” - Then. the

Bolshevist government demanded that they should hand

~ over all the produce of their lands to be divided equally -
among all persons. They refused and would not cultivate -
their - Jends because the - Bolshevist government sent .

soldiers to seize their produce. The.Bolshevista then
abandoned their first principle that there should be no
private property. They are still attempting to carry- out
-~ another of their ideas that there shovld be no private

industries or commerce and they make 'dwellers in towns’

work by.force in their factories and give them rothing

but bad and insufficient food, but the resnlt cf this haa
been that practically all commerce and industry in Russia

- have ceased and the railways have broken down.

Another thébry which the Bolshevists held was; that :

- the working classes alane should govern. But even this -

- they have been unable to carry out. The whole govemn-. .
ment is in the hands of less than a dozen men who almost
at once closed by force the popular assembly, becaase .
they saw that it would not carry out their wishes, and -
. they have never attempted to call another. They govern:
by force alone. Any one who tries to oppose them or ;
even talks of doing so0 is at once put to death. They have -

their spies everywhere and it is dangerous to say a‘word

against them. The whole country'is ravaged Ly famine
and discase and the population of big cities is one-tenth °
of what it used to be. This country which grew encngh ™
corn to feed a large part of the world in addition to. its -

own population now sufers chronic famine. No are

knows how many Russians have died by violenoe, sfarva-

tion and discase in the last, four years, ‘but it is cerfain

that, under tha Bolshevist government, many times more
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_Russisns have been killed than the soldi
~ in the whole of the war.

 Letme read you & telegramm which appes.
‘gewspapers in Judiaon July 28-—5 days 8go. ar .uus us
- follows :— : :

- “The famine in Russia i8 of appalling dimensions
s and thirty millions (300 lakhs) of people are
starving. Trotzky has been appointed food dicta-
. tor. Cholers, typhus and plague are claiming
thousands of vietims daily and a frenzied appeal
. hasg been sent to Germany for doctors. A Berlin
telegram reports complete panic to be over-
whelming the Soviet government. Maxim
Gorky’s tragic appeal to Germany was *We
canunot pay you, but, in the nsme of humanity,
come.”

Remember that Russia is not a country subject,
like India, to prolonged failure of rain. Deep snow covers
the country during winter and provides ample moisture
for crops when 1t melts in the spring. Rain iz also
abundant in summer. The famine and pestilences which
are now destroying the country are entirely due to the
theories and actions of the Bolshevist government and to
their neglect of railways and sanitation. The two names
mentioned in the above telegram are interesting, Trotzky
is one of the handful of dictators who have caused the
ruin and what is the good of appointing him food dictator ?
Gorky is a writer who worked for the overthrow of the

revious Government and is a mere theoriss who resem-

les the editors of the leading non-co-operaiion papers.
He has now found that theories do noi feed starving
persons or cure them of disease or provide money to pay
for doctors.

This, and worse than this, is the kind of government
which you are asked to establish at once by revolution in
place of the orderly and peaceful government which you
can obtain by patience and training in a few years’ time.
Remember that the results will be much worse in India
because the people here are, as yet, less accustomed to self-
government than even the Russians and have to contend
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~ &3 of rain, when only a strocg

.-with amrle resources and good railways acd

cr, © .. and 8 medical staff can protect! you from
sty - inund death., Tt is a lie to say that India sufered -
less 3¢Ferely from fawines before the British Government..
Pifore the British Government no other Government in
India took any measures ab all in a famine and the peopla
jast diel - Therz are records in India of famines befors .
~the Brizish Goverswent which lasted ten years and lakhs
.aud lakhs of people died. -Judge for yourselves what
woull bave happened in this district -in tha last

- {hree years if there had been no railways to bring wheat
. fromn the Punjab orrice from Burma. God knows prices
are high enoug%z, Lut they would have been three or four
times as high. How would poor people have gone to
Bombay and cther placés for labour and been able to serd .
money to their relatives without railways and the Post
Office? Did any other Government before the British
lend tagai at less than Savkari interest or start co-operative
societies or construct famine works cr.protective canals *
or give quinine for fever or disinfect wells during cholera ?
What happene& in China during the terrible famine last °
year? When the ]feople were asked whether Government
would help, they laughed, as if the idea were ridiculous.
* Those that were saved were saved only by the exertions
of foreign missionaries and the funds raised by them in
En;land-and America, The Chiness Government did

notiing. . : _ o

Believe me, the art of good government is not an easy -
thirg or one which can belearnt in a year,* The ncn-
co~operators think that if the British Government is over-
-thrown they can govern the country at once without any-
-traning. In the same way they think that any person
witaout training can teach in their national schéols—an
ide: which any experienced master will tell you is
rid:culous and which experience has already shown to be
fut.le as the pupils have left these schools in large numbers
and returned fo their old institutions. If they make a-
great mistake over education how much greater will be
their mistakes in the matter of government? They sre
trying to teach' peoplo to disobey and overthrow tha
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present Government and not to pay ta..

people pay taxes to thern? Will the Police a. 3,
whom they are unsuccessfully trying to. seduce 1. «€ir
loyalty, be loyal to them ? Believe e, it is far, fay _asier
to destroy than to build, and the fabric of government is
not bailt in & day. The spirit of disorder and mutiny,
when once aroused, cannot be stopped at once. If they
could so arouse as to destroy the present Government it
- would certainly destroy them and lakhs of people with
them.

Now please consider what the aim of the Eritish
Goveinment hags always been. From the time of Queen
Victoria’s proclamation in 1858 and before that it has
always been to fit India for self-government. If yvou ask
me how I can prove that, I say lobok around yon and see
the schools and colleges and universities which have been
cremicd under British rule. If the British Government
had wished to keep India in perpetual bondage, they would
never have given India any education and they would
never have permitted any newspapers.  Withont education
and newspapers no one would have lesxut any idea of
freedom. The schools and universities of previcus rulers of

- India were mainly religious and theological schools and
there were not many of these. When English education
was intreduced, eventual self-governrient in India was
inevitable and the most intelligent Englishmen i India
always foresaw this even before Queen Victoria's
rroclamation and long before the recent Iieforms.

But has this prospect deterred England from intro-
ducing education in other Eastern countries ¥ The first ach
of that great statesman, Lord Kitchener, after conquering
the Sodan, was to instifute an university at Khartoum,
the capital of that country. I say that this act alone
shows the ultimate intentions of England. There has
been no other empire in the history of the world which has
not regarded conquered countries as its own possession to
be kept by force for ever. The Roman empire was main-
tained for cemturies by tributes from conguered countries.
The British Empire has never taxed any foreign country
for itself since the time that an atternpt to do so lost what
is now the United States. It has never taken any tribute



| from Indm To ﬁ}mfg the: money Incha “pays fo:c
persions and leqve al owances of British officials or for
inferest on tne aost of, railways, eto., buils by British ca.pltal-
i§'s tribute is untrue. India has ‘got far more in good.
;ﬁgovemment and hag saved far more in famines and gained
far more in trade than -thé cost of these charges and has
been protected by the British Navy for nothing.

The example of Russia shows that a handful of reso-
lute men who stick at nothing and suppress all opposition
by instant death can hold down a people unaccustomed fo
self-government againgt its will. Though such an idea is
szhorrent and unthinkable to the British Government
another foreign Government might suppress liberty and
hold India in subjection by exercising a degree of force
which would be nothing tc what the Bolshevists do in
Russia almost every day or to what the Turks have often
done to the Armenians and Syrians or to what many rulers
did in India before the British Government. Imagine
Trotzky in Russia or the German or Turkish Governments
punishing their officers and expressing regret as the
British Government have recently done. Why, they
would have blamed their officers for being too lenient a,nd
would have taken far severer action everywhere

But the British Government is absolutely genvine in
its intention to give sell-government to India. It is just
the same in Ireland. It would not be difficult to conquer
. Ireland and to destroy or ronder harmless all the enemies
of Bngland. Cromweil did this easily when Englard was
far weaker than she is now. But here again England is
pursning her tolerant policy and, while refusing to allow
the Irish in the South of Ireland their claim to oppress the
English and Scotch in the North, is willing to give com-
plete self-government to the South of Ireland and had not
been deterred from this intention by savage and inhuman
murders committed by those Irish who deny to others the
liberty which they claim for themselves. The enemies of
England do not understand this toleration because they
are incapable of practising it themselves. In their eyes
ooncession means wealkness and when England gives con-
eessions they think that it must be because she is weak.
Mapy pepple. have made this mistake and the Germans -
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were smong themd, Because England gave complete selfs -
government to South Africa and did not supprossagitatica
.in Indis and Ireland and BEgypt, they thought her weak «nd
feeble. - o

Twelve yoars ago a German merchant in buasiness in
India said to me “ Why don’t you take and shoot all the
agitators " ? This is what he would have done and he
despised the British Government because it did not do so.
But the Germans found out their mistake in the war and
it was the British Empire which they despised wlich
overthrew them and which would have done so bad it teen
necessary to carry on the war for another four years.
England is now more powerful thann ever she was and yet
is giving freedom to India, Ireland and Egypt. Don't
make the mistake of thinking that this is weakuness. It is
a deliberate policy resulting from an ingrained ides of
liberty.

What is liberty ? Cromwell said 250 years ago * Bvery
one says ‘ Oh, give me liberty,” but when he is given if,
he uses it to oppress others.” Just so the Irish say ““ Oh,
give us liberty,” bub they mean to use it to oppress and
drive out the X¥nglish and Scotch scttlers whe have lived
for hnundreds of years in the North of Treland.  Just so too
some non-co-operabors in India cry owt “ Back to the
Vedas ” by which they mean the Laws of Manu and the
fime when the Aryans were all powerful in India and the
non-Aryans were ccrapictely subject to them. Some of
them in Maharashtra would be quile satisfied if this
country went back to the times of the Peshwas. But no
one sdvances by crying “Back” and Indis is not going
back but forward o more and more complete liberty for
all classes. Liberty is not leave to oppress others or to
keep them ir perpetual servitude or to convert bhiem
forcibly to another religion or to destroy the fabric of
Government or to refuse to pay lawful taxes. It has beeu
concisely defined by u poet as *“ Leave to live by no man's
lesve, underneath the law”. It is constitutional, not
revolutionary liberty. ‘

All men are not equal, but every one is o have an
equal opportunity to educate himself and to take part in
the Governmant of the country, if ke wishes and can:
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/m:xde vthers to dlect him, to Loilow his own religion to”
joy his own property wnd to iccrease ity if he.can, by
~an and honest rcears, to have and express his own -
 thouertss freetv. snd; without fear, provided ‘that - he .
does nov attempt to rouse hatred of any class of his fellow -
subjects and 4o end the Law by viclent means instead of
mending it by pescctul and constitutional agitetion. ? . . .
Muy I say that this idea of liberty which is ' penetrat: -
ing to all glasses in this: couniry, even to the untouch-
‘ables, was unkuown in India before British- Rule?. It is
of 'no-nse to- non-co-vperate’ with history. . Every  one '
knows that in the old days the divergent religious interest .
of Mahomedan and Hindu rulers led to mutual oppression -
- and forcible conversion. . When the Portuguese cametothe - -
- Konkan, they cominenced to convert the people by force to
Christianity. The British Government has been the only
Government . India has ever. had . which has™ mnever
interfered in religious matters or attempted to impose
the Christian religion by force. Every one has had com-
plete religious liberty and I hope and believe that this ideal
will be followed when India obtains complete self-Govern. .
ment. .o R . - “r,- ’“. L. ’ ‘;"', 5
It is in order to secure this Liberty and to . prevent its -
being destroyed by revolution that it is proposed: to con-
stitute the Batara District- League of Peace and Progress; -
which might better perhaps be called the Leagueof Liberty. -
Wo are just as” keen as the non-co-operators on ‘securing
complete self-Government for- India but their League is .
ono of war and retrogression. They want Liberty but *will
pot give it to others. Ifa man will not close his shop
when they thoose to declare a Lartal he is to be: made to
do so forcibly. You must buy such cloth as they order -
and no other. “When, in a time of high prices, cultivators*
bring their produce to the bazar, they are, if the noti-co~ '
operators choose, t0 be mado to take it back, so that-
neither can the ‘cultivators sell their prodice nor poor -
people buy it at favourable rates. - e
- These forcible hartals, which are ordered at the whir
of a fw people and which I, as District Magistrate, will
- domy best to prevent, are a small sigu of the t)';'anny
which would be practised if the non-co-operators were in
. o« 132 '
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'"_power.. The police and Magistrates have been blamed f
- protecting people who have had their faces painted wit
" tar and been made to ride on donkeys merety for obtainmg
liquor from a liguor shop. Here again the auvthorities
have intervened only in the cause of liberty., 1vis not a
criminal offence o drink liquor. It may be a moral offence,
buf are the picketers completely iree from such offences
themselves ? = It is notorious that some of them take ganja
and they have not attempted to picket the ganja shops.
Is liquor worse than ganja ? Recently & picketer was con-
victed of an indecent assault onma man who had bought a
bottle of liguor. His excuse was that he himself was so
“drunk with liquor that he did not know what he was doing
and the shopkeeper proved that he had drunk several pau-
shers himself that day, Why did not his fellow picketers
prevent him ? Tt is even said that pickebers in some
places buy and sell liquor at & profit.  How many of them
would continue the work if they were not paid ?

I have every respect for & genuine tesperance move-
ment and wish it success, buti it must work through per-
suasion and not violence or, throats of vielence or social
boyeott and with genuaine voluntesrs and et paid pailwons
and bullies. Boycott is a weapon which comes from
Ireland the home of infolerance and not of liberty. It is
mnknown elsewhere in the British Isles bub attemnpts have
been made by the non-cooperators to wntroduee it heve- -
and with what result in this distriet ®  The Sutya Shodak
Samajists immediately burned 16 against exrtuny Bralinios.
It is & bad, snicidal weapon and it should never be en-
couraged and, as District Magistrate, ! have dove wy best
to diseourage i and 1 vope thus League will do soalso. Tt
picketing is persevered in, it will have the same resuils,
Liquor shops are not she only things which can be
picketted. Every weapon which the nou-cooperadionists
have used in this district has been bu agaiust them
and it is sclely due to their precepts wnd examples that we
now have an unhappy division bLetween Dralmins and
non-Brahmins. Those who take the sword shall perish by
the sword. Those who deny liberty to others will have
it denied to them.

I should like to say a word about my own position in
respect to this League. I wished it to be a purely non-
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flieial organization but I bave been assured by gentlemen -
vho have nromoted it tha.t it is essential that the Collector
~hould ° Presxdenu and that officials should be permitted
e members Only for this reason have I consented to
L. President, if this meeting so wishes, but the League
affaire will be managed by an elected body which is sure
10 be mainly non-official. It is to the non-officials that we
must look to make it a live body and to inspire mterests
and confidence in it throughout the district.

A few words more and I have done. Nothing is
gained in this world withcut work.  The non-cooperators
are active and determined. So far owing to the good sense
of the people of this district, they have made little progress
bere but they have not givenup yet. They havea thoroughly
bad cause aud their batmer 1% marked with the words,
“ War, hate and retrogression.” 'We have the best cause of
all, that of hberty, and our banner is marked with the words
of His Majesty the King-Emperor, the truest friend of
Liberty tu the world, * Educate, Unite and Co-operate.”
Their methods are those of abuse, ours are of reasoned
arguments. Dub we must not be content o sit still while
they fight. They have the easy task of abuse and des-
truction. We have the bharder sask of building the found-
aticns of liberty.  We must set to work to build at once a
foundation which will stand any flood.  An agriculburist
whose field is threatened by n river does not wait till the
next rains to save it by wwking a tal.

Do not be misled or allow others to be misled by
. ecateh words. The “ slave mentality 7 which the non-co-
apevators talk about is not yours but theivs. T might say
that those who repeas without thinking whatever theiv
leaders say have nob even the mentality o ot sla ves, who are
human beings, bub of parrots.  The very idea of freedom
was taughl £ Indie | by the Fnglish education which accor-
ding to the non-cooperators, has produced this slave-
mentality. I rejoice to hear that the agriculturists, the
backbone of this district in peace and war, are asking fo~
English ‘schools because thev will teach them the
lify of free men and vot of slaves or par1c~+ e
England which took the lead in abelishing -

out the world.
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. When you are told that Ecgland hes bombarded b
‘Holy places of Islam in the Heljaz snd I[rak, think fo.
vourselves whether this is likely and wha$ pessibl. wiotive
Eungland, which has never attempted to spread Chiiswed’

'by force, could huve had for so wanton aud wseless ‘..
ach to offend and oatrage the Mahowedans ¢f India who
go to these places in thousands every ‘year and who are
‘assisted in their pilgrimage by the British Governonent.
Is it likely_ that the Sharif of Mecca, who comes from the
family cf the Prophet, would have allowed such an act?
«Aurangzeb destroyed hundreds of Hindu temples and yeb
tha non-cooperators say that they would rather have the
Mogul than the British Government. As a matter of fact
you are not asked to have either but a real National
Governuent within 'a definite period, with reel Hindu-

~Musulman unity and.not one based on nothing but arlifi-.
cially inspired hatred of a country which has been the only
benefactor and protector of both religions ever known. An

‘unity based on common hatred is not real and will split
on the slightest cause. Unity must be based on common
patriotism and love of real liberty for all.

.1 have -already taken up too much of your time or
I would like to deal with the Khilafat question and to show
how . false” the allegations against England are. We
entered into war with the Turks with the greatest reluct-
-ance  and had saved them many times boforo.. Even now
we would save them, if they would give us the chance, but
they bave denied and continue to deny liberty to others
and are now reaping the fruits, Let those Marathas who
were captured in the siege of Kut say how far they
doserve the pympathy of Indians. .

. Work then” for education, co-opération and liberty.
Let faith inspire your works and your works prove your
faith. To His. Majesty’s stimulating words I would
ventura to add what underlies them and to make our sign
in which we shall conquer “Educate, Unite, Co-operate
and Work.” ‘

~
BOMHAY 3 PRIATAD AL THE covmuxr.cn':m Fhiow.
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