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A SHORT HISTORY. 

THE conviction, that Mass Education is the root of 
all national progress and prosperity, having 
gained ground firmly in the minds of persons 

such as l\Ir. N. G. Welinkar, M.A., LL.D., 
:\Ir. K. B. Wagle, M.A., i\lr. S. R. Bhandarkar, 1\I.A., 
:\Ir. G. B. 'Laghate, B.A. LL.B., Mr. H. Ramanna, Mr. 
K. J. Sanjana, :\LA. and 1\lr. Shaik Adam Amir and 
others, in the middle of ~larch 188g,· efforts were made 
by them to seek out a locality, inhabited by the 
poorest classes of the community, and to establish 
there a School which :o.hould !lupply free rudi­
mentary education through the medium of the 
Vernacul;..rs to the children of these classes. Tardeo 
suited them for the purpose on account of its many 
mills. Accordingly a meeting of friends was called 
on the xst of .\pril 188q when :\lr. Ramchandra Vishnu 
:\ladg:wbr, IL\., the President of the meeting, declared 
" The Poor Boys' Seminary" open for the heneftt of 
"dt><;titut~ l'hildren." Provision was made to supply 
in~tnwtir•n 11p to the fOLtrth \famthi Standard, the 
School being intendf'd to provide primary instruction 
tltriJugh the medium of :\farathi. The average 
number of pupils on t1Je roll was (,~ and m·erage 
Jady attendance~~ for that year. 

In order to carry out the work the promoters had 
to seek the support of the public. .-\mongst the early 
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supporters were men like 1\Ir. Tukaram Tatya, 
Dr. Atmaram Pandurang, Mr. R. V. Madgaokar, Mr. 
Justice Telang, Mr. J. N. Permanand, Mr. Baba 
Laxman, Mr. R. B. Paymaster, Mr. B. A. Bhagvat, 
Mr. K. B. Wagle, Mr. S. R. Bhandarkar and the 
Iion'ble Mr. H. S. Dikshit. The last three have con­
tinued to be supporters up to the present time. 

By and by the School made good progress. In 
the year r8gt two priz~:> were offered to the pupils 
of the School on the occasion of the prize distribution; 
one by Col. Wilson, the then Commissioner of Police, 
to the most regular boy, and another by Dr. Pechey 
Phipson to the most regular girl. In October r8gr 
the School was registered as an indigenous School 
nnd received a grant of Rs. 50. During the year 1892-3 
I lis Highness the Maharaja of Baroda was 
pleased to make a liberal donation of Rs. r,ooo 
through his late minister Diwan Bahadur Luxmon 
Jagg-anath, and the venerable Parsee Baronet, Sir 
Dinshaw ~1. Petit, made a donation of Rs. 100 through 
the efforts of ~[r. H. A. Acworth, I.C.S., then !\funi­
~ipal Commissioner of Bombay. 

In tl1e year 1903 the School attracted the notice 
of H. H. the 'Maharaja of Bhownagar who made a 
'lnnation of Rs. 100. 

This ye,;~r att~mpts were made to secure the 
<;upport of the ~lill Owners Association relying upon 
tile support and sympathy of such distinguished 
:;:eutlemen as Sir D. ~1. Petit, ~fr. George Cotton, 
~lr. H. :\. :\cworth and the Hon'ble Mr. ~- ~. 
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\YaJi;t. In th~ year J:-\q4 thruugh the Jisintl'rt·sl 
rd etl•,rts of:\lr. D. E. Wacha the institution rerf'ivro 
support from the following l\lill Owners:-

Messrs. E. D. Sassoon .. , Rs. 300 

~i r D. l\l. Petit 100 

\lessrs. Tata and S ms 
\lessrs. Greaves, Cotton 
\lr. F. D. Petit 

100 

JO 

The Institution thus having gained a good foot­
ing tl11' Committee thought it ad\·isable to hnve a 
buildin.c; c,f their own for their Sl'ltool. .\ccordingly 
in thl' year rkg6 t~1ey selected :mel purchase(! a 
site "here our present D. N. Poor Doy-;' Seminary 
stands. This work they were able to accomplish 
becau;;~ of the h'tndsome donations made by that 
philant hrophic ge.1tleman, ~Ir. Damodhar (ioverdhan · 
das Sukk\dwalla. l'ntil this timr then~ were no 
rt>gular rule-; for the working of the In~titution. 

These li1.vin-; been framed anrl fm;~Jly settled werr 
adopte I at a meeting of subscribNs anrl donor<; held 
on thl" 2.md IJecember, 1897, under the PresidPncy of 
Dr. Ecl;th Pechey Phipson. At the time the rult>~ 

were b'ing framed it was felt that an isolated school, 
like th·~ Poor Boys' :::;eminary, would not afford much 
scope I .r the carrying out of the objects which the 
friend:> of the Seminary have at heart. So the sup· 
porter~ of the Institution azreed to form thern<>elvt>s 
into a ::.;ociety for the Promotion of Educ01tion am(jng 
Lhe :\Lbst>s, and the rules were so framed a.;; to in­
duJe and apfily to any operations which such a 
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Soc1ety can legitimately take in hand. 
The D. X. Poor Boys' Seminary buildi11g was 

nmJ11leted, and the ceremony of opening the ·new 
Building was performed by Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar, 
C .I.E., on tltc 1st December, 1899· The next year on 
the Jrd nf < )ctolJer, the morning of the Dasam Day, the 
D.~. free Reading Room \\aS dcdare<.l open before 
a fairly large gatherinr;, ~lr. Janardhan Gopal, 
Solicitor, being- in the Chair. 

In the ye:1r I yo+ The I !on'ble ~Ir. E. Giles, 
C. I.E., Director uf Public Instruction, presided on the 
ncc&.sion of the distribution of prizes. Being favour· 
ably impresse1l \\'ith the work the Society had been 
Joing he recommen<.led it for a building grant to 
Go,·ernment and the GoYernment kindly gave a grant 

of Rs. 3,33 1. 

In the year 1905 the Day and Night Schools of 
the Dnyanottejack Mandali of Chinchpoogly were 
al1iliated :lt the requ~~t of their Managers to this 
Society by a resolution that was ui1animnusly passed 
;,t a ~pecial General ~!eeting of the Society held on 
ltl(' 24th of .\ugu~t, 190j,under the Chairmanship of 

.~lr. ('. ~l. Cur~etjee. In the year IyoG the managers 
uf the Col<'l.ba ~ight School ha,·ing applied to our 
Committee to take it over, and ~!r. Damodhar Gover· 
Jhand.l.s Sukhadwalla having again come forward 
"1th the hanJsome donation of Rs. j,ooo, it was taken 
up by our Committee by a re~olution passed at a 
General ~lectin~ of the Society held on the ~ lth of 
July. 



( ,..; I 

Thus for the pre~cnt the ~o("iety has under 1b 

management two Day Schools, two Night Schools aTHI 

two Reading Rooms .. \t the commencement we eJuc<tt· 
ed about &o pupils \\·hile we now educate about soo. 
\Yhen we began work our expenses were Rs. 21p for 
the year, while they have now come to about Rs. 5,oop 

for a year. All this is the fruit of the patient \\ork of 
~lr. :\. G. Welinkar, ~1.:\.', L.L.D., the f1Junder of 
the Institution and the other gentlemen, who formed 
the :\Ianaging Committee from time to time, as~isted 
by friends. The Society is strongly desirous of 
extending its scope of u::.efult;!_.S~ by opening Sdwob 
and ReaJinb Rooms in dtllercnt parts of BUlubay, but 
its dt:!velopement JepcnJs upon the measure of suwort 
it secures from the public. 

B()\tn..\Y: 

FRI~I!!) AT lHE '' f!r'.\fB.\'1' GUIIDI.-\S ., M!SS!OS rPESS. 


