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Prefatory Note 
The Central Advisory Council for England was appointed 

by the Minister of Education under Section 4 of the Education 
Act, 1944, in December, 1944, and presented this first Report 
to my predecessor in January, 1947. 

The problem with which it deals is obviously a crucial 
one in any country and at any time. It is crucial for us at 
the present moment in particular, for we are both recasting 
an educational system and at the same time rebuilding the 
fabric of our society. Unless our education and our social, 
industrial and commercial life are in gear, and unless we 
provide a proper balance in our schools between the needs 
of the child as a child and his needs as a growing individual 
and citizen, our increasing commitments on education will 
not ,produce full dividends. 

In the 1944 Education Act these issues were faced and 
the broad lines of a new structure laid down. It is on this 
basis that planning is going rapidly ahead and we have 
already travelled some distance towards "implementing the 
Act". 

Thanks are due to the Council who have devoted much 
thought and labour to devising practical suggestions, and 
it is in the hope that these will be widely· and carefully studied 
that I have arranged for the publication of this Report. 
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NorE.-The estimated gross cost of the preparation of this Report (including 
the expenses of the witnesses and members of the Council) is £1,353 19s. 5d., 
of which £704 Os. Od. represents the cost of printing and publishing. 

•ueut.-Col. the Hon. N. A. S. Lytton·Milbanke was absent from the Council on active 
service until July 1946, and has attended one meeting of the Council only. 

t Miss M. E. Reeves joined the Council in February 1946 after the death of Dr. A. W. 
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