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PREFACE,

IN the writing of this report I have received valuable assist-
ance from Mr. H, B, Wetherill, m.A.,, who was put on special
duty to draft it. I gratefully acknowledge the eare, thorough.
ness and ability with which he has done the work., He broughb
to it long experience and a well-balanced judgment and carried
it through in a manner which made my editorial task a pleasant

one, .
* A. H, MACKENZIE, ¥, Bsc.,

Direclor of Publio Instruction,
Unifed’ Provinoss
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In the table of contents, Chapter I, against progress in
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In column 6 of  Matriculation’ for 82 read 32.

Total of Vernacular teachers in Boards Middle Schools,
Jor 2648 read 2643.
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In column 16, against grand total of preuous year, for
44,92,198 read 44 29,198,
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CHAPTER I,
PRELIMINARY,

At the close of the last quidquennium war was still raging,
and its disastrous economic effects were beginning to be felt in
India. Discontent at the rise in prices was finding vent in a
political ferment that, later on, was to endanger the very exist-
ence of some of the educational institutions of these provinces,
In 1918 an epidemic of influenza raged through the country, and
in 1920 the monsoon failed. The climax of misfortunes was
the non-co-operation movement of 1920-21, whose results are still
apparent, ‘ ‘ ‘

But in spite of such untoward political and economic circum-
stances the period under review has been one of unprecedented
educational expansion, - His Excellency Sir Spencer Harcourt
Butler, R.c8.1,, C.LE, first as Lieutenant-Governor and after-
wards as Clovernor, made educational progress the keystone of
his policy, 1In 1919-20 at his instigation there was put into
operation a three years’ programme of expansion, which aimed
at a rapid extension throughout the province of facilities for

160

Geheral '
remarks.

primary education, and included a systematic scheme of grappling’
with the problem of educating depressed and backward classes,

Before the quinquennium closed the possibility of compulsory
education in specially selected areas had become an immediate
probability in municipalities. Projects for the expansion of
primary education connoted a demand for additional primary
teachers and for more accommodation in secondary schools and
Government have accordingly made provision in middle schools
to meet all the needs of the present and the immediate future,
As regards English education, the chief reforms have been the
Introduction of compulsory science into the school curriculum,
lmprovement in the pay of teachers and a liberal increase in
the provision for scholarships. In university education the
recommendations of Sir Michael Sadler’s Committee were
put mnto immediate effect with due modifications to suit condi-
t100s 1n these provinces. The intermediate classes, whose tuition
was 30 heavy a burden upon university workers, have been
relegated to their proper position in secondary education and at

1



