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Postsc,lipt 779

In my social experiences since Mrs. Betty Higden came upnn
the scene and left it, I have found Circumlocutional champions
disposed to be warm with me on the subject of my view of the
Poor Law. My friend Mr. Bounderby could never see any
difference between leaving the Coketown ““ hands ” exactly as
they were, and requiring them to be fed with turtle soup and
venison out of gold spoons. Idiotic propositions of a parallel
nature have been freely offered for my acceptance, and I have
been called upon to admit that I would give Poor Law relief to
anybody, anywhere, anyhow. Putting this nonsense aside, I
have observed a suspicious tendency in the champions to divide
into two parties; the one contending that there are no deserv-
ing Poor who prefer death by slow starvation and bitter weather,
to the mercies of some Relieving Officers and some Union
Houses; the other admitting that there are such Poor, but
denying that they have any cause or reason for what they do.
The records in our newspapers, the late exposure by THE
LancEr, and the common sense and senses of common people,
furnish ton abundant evidence against both defences. But,
that my view of the Poor Law may not be mistaken or misre-
presented, 1 will state it. I believe there has been in England,
since the days of the Stuarts, no law so often infamously
administered, no law so often openly violated, no law habitually
so ill-supervised. In the majority of the shameful rases of
disease and death from destilution that shock the Public and
disgrace the country, the illegality is quite equal to the in-
humanity  and known language could say no more of their
lawlessness.

On I'riday the Ninth of June in the present year, Mr. and
Nirs. Boflin (in their manuscript dress of receiving Mr. and Mrs.
Lammle at breakfast) were on the South-Eastern Railway with
me, in a terribly destructive accident.  When 1 had done what
1 could to help others, T climbed back into my carriage—nearly
turned over a viaduct, and caught aslant upon the turn—to
extricate the worthy couple. They were much soiled, but
otherwise unhurt. The same happy result attended Miss Bella
Wilfcr on her wedding day, and Mr. Riderhood inspecting
‘Bradloy Headstone's red neckerchief as he lay asleep. I
iremember with devout thankfulness that I can never be much
nearer parting company with my readers for ever than [ was
then, until there shall be written agaiast my life, the two words
with which [ have this day closed this book:—TuE END,

Septemher 2, 1864
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