
GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 

REPORT 
ON THE 

EXCISE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 

CENTRAL PROVINCES & BERAR 

FOR THE 

CALENDAR YEAR 19.W 

NAG PUR 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING, C. P. & BERAR 

1941 



Ag,ents for the Sale of Publications issued by the Government of the 
Central Provinces and Berar 

. {NOTB.-Appointments of all offic!al ~gents in the United Kingdom and on the Con
tment f«,>r the Sale of Go':elll:me"! PublicatiOns hav~ be~>n terminated with effect from the 
Is~ ~pril 1925. ~ll pub!tcatiOns 1n future are obta1nable either direct from the Hi h Com
mtsstoner for India, Ind1a House, Aldwych, London, W. C. 2, or through any b;okseller. 

INDIA 

AKOLA KARACHI 
Mr. M. G. Bakshi, Law Books Agent. The Standard Booksrell. 
The Proprietor, Shri Ramdas Stores, 

Tajnapeth. KHAMGAON 
ALIGARH Sakalkale Typewriting Institute. 

The Manager, Rama Book Depot, Sarai 
Hakim. LAHORE 

ALLAHABAD Messrs. Careers & Co., Moheni Road, 
Mr. M. K. Rahman Manage• Kitabistan Rai Sahib M. Gulab Singh & Sons. 

Booksellers. ' ·' ' The Punjab Sanskrit Book Depot. 
Mr. Ram Narain Lal, Publisher, etc., LUCKNOW 

l,BankRoad. Th p · N 1 K' h The Supdt., Nazair Kanun Hind Press. e ropuetc)r,. ewa. .1s ore Press. 
AMRAOTI The Upper Ind1a Publishing House, Ltd, 

Thakur & Co., Ltd., Booksellers. 41, Aminabad Park. 
BARODA . . MADRAS 

Mr. M. C. Kothan, Bookseller & Publtsher, Higginbotham & Co. 
Raopura Road. S. Murthy & Co., Post Box No. 152. 

BHANDARA The Proprietor, The City Book Co., Post 
S. S. Dharasbi,·kar, Esq., Opposite Munici- Box No. 283. 

pal Water Reservoir. 
BILASPU.R NAGPUR 

Mr. M. A. Sub han, Bookseller & Publisher. Aidan Binzani, Proprietors, Karmav ir 
BOMBAY Book Depot, Mahal. 

D. B. Taraporevala, Sons & Co., Treasure G. G. Khot & Sons, Sitabuldi. 
House of Books T~j Building· 210 Messrs. Grover & Sons, Kamptee Road. 
Homby Road, Fort. ' .. ' Messrs. Shastry & Sons, Wfilker Road.. . 

Radhabai Atmaram Sagoon. Mr. D. ~· J?humal, Proprietor, Provmc1al 
Sunder Pandurang, 25, Kalbadevi Road. Book Bmdmg Works. . . 
Thacker & Co., Ltd. The Manager, Denett & Co., S1tabuldi. 
The Propdetors, New Book Co. The Manage., Educational Book Depot. 

BULDANA The Manager, Nagpur Law Journal 
V. A. Gitte. Central Law House, Tulsi Bagh Road, 

CALCUTTA Mahal. 
Butterworth & Co. (India), Ltd., Avenue PATNA 

House, Post Box No. 251. · Laxmi Trading Co., Padri-ki-Haveli, Patn 
Newman & Co. City. 
R. Cam bray & Co. The Patna Law Press Co. 
S. K. Lahiri & Co. 
Thacker, Spink & Co. PESHAWAR CANTONMENT 
'1 he Book Company, 4/4-A, College Str~;;et. Faqirchand Man,ah, Bookseller. 
The Indian School Supply Depot. 

CHHINDWARA POONA 
Mannilal Ganeshprasad Gupta, Bookseller. The Mlmager, International Book Service, 
The Proprietor, Verma Book Depot. Deccan Gymkhana Colony. 

COOCH BEHAR . RAIPUR 
Babu S. C. 'Ialuqdar, Proprtetor, Students The Proprietor, Cbaube Printing Works, 

&Co. 
DELHI RANGOON 

The Oxford Book & Stationery Co The Superintendent, American Baptist 
HYDERABAD DECCAN . Mission Press. 

Hyderabad Book Depot. SE ONI 
JODHPUR 

Messrs. B. S. Mathur & Co., Chaturvilas, Sohaney Brothers. 
Paota, Civil Lines Jodhpur (Rajputana). SIALKOT CITY 

JUBBULPORE Manager Buckingham & Co., G1eenwocd 
Radh~ohan, Esq., Proprietor, Shyam Street.' 

Stationery Mart, Andhcrdeo. 
The Manager, Bhargava Book Co., Pub- VELLORE 

lisilers, Booksellers & Stationers. Mr. A. Venkatasubban, Law Booksda: . 
The !\tanager. Educational Book Depot. 
The Proprietor, The Nerbudda Book Depot YEOMTMVALN S r. . . ara swat. 
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No. 1063-618-VIII 

GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 
SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT 

Nagpur, the 13th December 1941 .. 

Report on the Excise Administration of the Central 
Province~ and Berar for the calendar year 1940. 

READ ALSo-

The District Reports. 

RESOLUTION 
The year witnessed a further extension of the prohibition of 

country and foreign spirit and of toddy to the whole of the 
Raipur district, except certain zamindaris and aboriginal tracts, 
the Warora and Brahmapuri tahsils of the Chanda district, and 
the town of Buldana in the Buldana district. With this exten
sion the area under prohibition increased by 7,001 square miles 
with a population of 13.26 lakhs to 22,278 .square miles with a 
population of 39.26 lakhs. The "dry" area now covers approxi
mately one-fourth of the area and population of the province as 
agaimt one-sixth in the preceding year. The "dry" areas have 
been made more watertight by the.ir encirclement to a depth of 
10 miles by a shopless zone. In 1939, 24,314 proof gallons of 
country spirit and 58,475 gc'.lllons of toddy were consumed in the 
area to which prohibition was newly extended in 1940. The 
total loss to provincial revenues from prohibition is now esti
mated to be in the neighbourhood of 8z lakhs of rupees and con
sumers have been t.aved over Rs. 11 lakhs to spend elsewhere. 
Some part of these savings is now undoubtedly employed more 
fruitfully but, as the Commissioner of the Nagpur division ob
!.erves, the chorus of enthusiasm for the benefits of prohibition 
is tending to become automatic, and should not be too uncri
tically received. The continuously rising tide of illicit distilla
tion despite vigorous official counter-measures i& only one of 
several indications that expenditure has not been entirely divert
ed into beneficial channels, and that a considerable part of it in 
fact is unproductive of anything except a new class of criminals. 
The attempted salvation of the many has certainly been at the 
cost of the deterioration of a few; and until the marked apathy of 
rural socidy towards prohibition, to which several of the district 
reports draw attention. is rerlaced by active sunport this dis
tressing feature of prohibition cannot be e.xpected to disappear. 
That old hahits are not easily eradicated is evidenced by the sud
den jump of 7,000 gallons of country spirit consumed in the few 
remaining ~hops outside the dry and shopless zones in the Raipur 
district. . 
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2. The usual measures aimed at ~educing the consumption 
of intoxicants were continued. In the wet areas the issue price 
of country spirit was enhanced in 11 towns and rural areas of 5 
districts, and the rate of the tax on toddy trees was enhanced 
in two districts. The issue prices of opium, ganja, and bhang were 
also rai~ed. In the result, there was an all-round decrease in 
the consumption of all intoxicants, except foreign liquor and 
toddy. The increase in the consumption of foreign liquor is 
attributed to the large expansion of the military personnel 
stationed in the province. The continued restriction of con· 
sumption of liquor and drugs is producing reactions which are 
not all satisfactory. In the aboriginal tracts in particular two 
Commissioners of divisions draw pointed attention to the in· 
crease of crime in a comparatively law abiding population. In 
the Mandla district the high price of opium is held responsible 
for an increase in offences against property by addicts of that 
drug, and there was concerted registance amongst the Gonds to 
the substitution of warehouse for outstill liquor. It will need 
little short of a revolution in social customs in such tracts to 
achieve any abiding reform, and meanwhile much harm can be 
done by setting too fast a pace. 

3. The total excise revenue slightly increased from Rs. 58.11 
lakhs to Rs. 58.51 lakhs, largely due to improved economic con
ditions coupled with the increase in the issue price of intoxi
cants. It is gratifying to note that the total expenditure on the 
other hand declined by 8 per cent, from Rs. 8.24 lakhs to 
Rs. 7.58 lakhs. 

4. The Excise Department has been entrusted with the 
duty of administering the Central Provinces and Berar Enter
tainments Duty Act,.l936, the Central Provinces and Ber;Jr Sales 
of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation Act, 1938, and the 
Central Provinces and Berar Tobacco Act, 1939, which brought 
in a total revenue of Rs. 6,49,437. 

5. In conclusion, the Provincial Government desires to 
thank Mr. Parmanand, who held the office of Excise Commill
sioner throughout the year, for his efficient administration of 
the department. It also desires to record its appreciation of 
the seryices rendered by those non-official bodies and individu:1ls 
whose devotion to the cause of temperance and prohibition has 
been commended in the district reports. · 

0RDER.-0rdered that a copy of the rewlution be forward
ed to the Excise Commissioner, Central Provinces and Berar. 
for information and guidance, and that it be published in Part I 
of the Central Provinces and Berar Gazette. 

By order of the Governor, C. P. & Berar, 

G. S. BHALJA, 
Secy. to God., C. P. & Berar, S. R. Dept. 
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To 

SIR, 

No. SL-2158 

PARMANAND, EsQ., B.Sc., 

BAR.-AT-LAW, I.C.S., 

EXCISE COMMISSIONER, 

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR. 

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND B~AR, 

SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

Nagpur, 28th April 1941. 

I have the honour to submit the report on the excise 
administration of this province for the calendar year 1940, 
together with the prescribed statements and the district reports. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient servant, 

PARMANAND, 

Excise Com missioner, 
Central Pro7.•inces & Berar. 
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