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R.EPORT 

ON THE 

S E A·B 0 R N E T R AD E 

OF THE 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY, EXCLUDING SINDt 

for the Official Year ending 31st JJ:f.arch 1931. 

GENERAL SUMMARY. 

I. The following statement summarises the sea-borne trade, foreign and 
coasting, inclusive of Government transactions, of the Bombay Presidency 
for the year ending March 31st, 1931, and the four previous years. 

-
\ I Increase 

I or - 1926·27. 1927·28. 1928·29. 1929·30. I 1930·31. decrease 
in 

193()..31. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 'B.a. Ra. , .. , ... ,"""·I (PIIIVATE), 

Imporl8. 

Merchandise .. 76,87,78,624 86,37,76,590 84,13,53,914 82,65,31,263 56,93,80,038 -25,71,51,225 

Gold .. .. 19,25,43,315 15,50,63,137 13,26,37,580 8,91,36,217 ~,78,04,419 - 13,31,798 

Silver .. .. 15,57,32,565 12,10,46,229 11,02,88,640 9,65,17,812 ~.05,86,092 - 59,31,220 

Currency Notes .. 15,31,374 23,91,527 15,30,227 6,49,455 7,54,416 tl,04,9M 
I 

Tol<\1, Imports !, 1,11,85,85,878 1,14,22,77,483 1,08,58,10,361 1,01,28,34,247 74,85,24,965 -26,43,09,282 

I 
ExpoiU. I 

Fo~Tlgn Mt•rehandlse 5,37,44,532 6,93,85,784 5,02,42,831 4,52,10,018 3,23,21,172 -1,28,88,846 
l'f'-txportl'd. 

JQdian Produce .. 65,21,61,530 60,23,69,058 78,69,93,575 69,70,96,113 63,02,13,733 -16,68,82,380 

Gold .. .. 4,85,138 73,348 71,733 49,450 49,05,195 +48,55,745 

Silvtr .. .. 1,44,63,367 2,40,41,983 2,56,36,182 1,28,37,508 1, 75,36,517 t46,og,oo9 

Cumncy Notes .. I 97,900 4,000 3,000 .. .. .. 
Totti, Exporta •• I 72,09,52,467 ~9,58,74,173 8&,29,47,321 -75,51,93,089 58,4g,76,617 -17,02,16,4 7! 

Totti, Foll)ilfll Ir,de 11,83,95,38,345 1,83,81,51,&56 1,94,87,57,&82 1, 76,80,27,336 1,38,3$,01,582 -•3,45,25,75' 

lilCofC.B 
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I Increase 
or 

decrease - 192ft·27. 1927-28. 1928·29. 1929·30. 1930-31, in 
1930-31, 

Ra. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

(m COASTING TUDE 
(PRIVATE.) 

lmporll. 

Indian Produce .. 33,69,10,473 31,03,84,04 7 31,68,00,010 29,24,32,424 23,4 7,26,165 -G,7i ,06,25fl 

Fo1'9lgn Merchandise 1,86,22,655 1,88,48,199 1,79,41,032 1,82,20,674 1,42,03,581 -39,27,093 

Gold .. .. 700 .. .. 36,123 .. -36,12:l 

Silver .. .. 1,22,971 1,55,241 39,652 48,081 2,10,940 +1,62,859 

Total, Imports •• 35,56,56,799 32,93,87,487 33,47,80,694 31,07,37,302 24,92,30,686 -6,15,06,616 

Erp!Wll. 

Indian Produce .. 23,23,34,350 28,06,21,281 21,47,89,544 22,36,58,399 22,84,34,487 +47,76,088 

l!'oreign Merchandise 6,60,59,033 8,63,38,741 7,50,a9,462 8,79,07,327 5,93,65,669 -2,8\41,658 

Gold .. .. .. .. .. .. !J50 +GiiO 

Silver .. .. 7,14,955 15,63,177 43,375 70,929 5,33,!)44 +4,63,015 

-Total, Exports , . 29,91,08,338 36,85,23,199 28,98,72,381 31,16,:36,6[)5 28,83,34,650 -2,:l3,1l~,00a 

Total, Coasting Trade 65,47,65,137 69,79,10,686 62,40,53,075 62,23,73,957 53,i5,6j,336 --8,48,08, 621 

Grand total, Private 2,49,43,03,482 i 2,53,60,62,342 2,57,34,10, 757 2,39,04,01,293 1,87,10,66,918 -51,9:l,:l4,375 

(Ill) GOVERNMENT 
TBANSACTIONS, 

Foreign .• .. 3,03,62,131 4,47,91,854 6,62,41,406 4,94,46,457 3,13,73,280 -1,80,73,177 

Col\ltlng •• .. 44,74,202 31,84,032 25,92,896 49,78,068 33,74,098 -10,03,970 

ToW, Government 3,48,36,333 4, 79,75,886 0,88,34,302 5,44,24,525 3,47,47,378 -1,96,77,1·17 
Transactions. 

2,44,48,25,81811,90,58,14,296 Total, Trade .. 2,52,91,39,815 2,58,40,38,228 2,64,22,45,0591 -53,90,11,522 

I 

General Remarks. 

2. The year under report (1st April 1930-3lst March 1931) opened in 
inauspicious circumstances. The civil disobedience campaign was in full 
swing and in the early months of the year there was brought into operation the 
powerful weapon of economic boycott. Though ostensibly the boycott was in 
respect of all foreign goods it was concentrated with particular force on British 
goods. The boycott of itself could not have produced the disastrous resnlts 
on India's trade which the following paragraphs exhibit, had it not coincided 
with a period of intense and widespread economic depression. Whatever 
be the reason for tha.t depression, whether the hoarding and sterilisation of gold 
or a general state of over-production of world commodities, it provided a 
' milieu ' in which the boycott flourished. The allocation to these two main 
causes of their respective shares in the damage to Bombay's trade is no easy 
task and one which must be left for special investigation. A guess may be 
ventured that the results of such an enquiry would reveal that except in respect 



3 

of a few commodities, economic conditions have been a more potent factor 
than political aaitation. The combined results however have altogether ob~ 
scured the effect~ of other causes affecting trade movements and in most cases it 
has heen found impossible to estimate the effect of any special conditions 
a.ffecting any particular trade. The general result is depressing. Bombay's 
total trade-coasting and foreign-fell by Rs. 54 crores, or 22%, as compared 
with the previous year. The total figures of tonnage handled in the docks 
however fell by 12% only and export tonnage by 7% only. The difference 
in these percentages is significant of the readjustment of prices on a lower level. 

Imports of private merchandise recorded a substantial fall of Rs. 25 · 71 
crores, or 31 per cent., and dropped toRs. 56 ·94 crores. This is attributable 
to the combination of political and economic causes which greatly affected 
trade and reduced the effective purchasing power of the people. A reference 
to the itemised list in paragraph 16 shows that almost all articles of the import 
trade have contributed to this heavy fall, the most important of which are 
cotton manufactures, metals and ores, cotton twist and yarn, motor cars 
and motor cycles, etc., and sugar. The only important article which shows 
an appreciable increase is raw cotton. The imports of treasure further declined 
by Rs. 71! lakhs toRs. 17·91 crorf\S. 

3. Exports of Indian produce further fell by Rs. 17 crores, or 24 per cent.' 
to Rs. 53 crores, all the principal articles of exports sharing in the decline· 
World depression in trade and the slump in commodity prices are responsible 

. for this heavy decrease which is most marked in the case of raw cotton and 
seeds. Striking decreases are also noticeable under raw wool, cotton manufac~ 
turcs and grain, pulse and flour. 

4. The percentage distribution of Bombay's foreign trade shows that the 
United Kingdom has yielded pride of place to Japan whose share in the total 
trade increased by nearly ! per cent,, while that of the United Kingdom fell 
away by nearly 4! per cent.; owing to reduced shipments of all the principal 
articles of exports, especially cotton piece-goods. Trade with the Continent 
of Emope increased by over ! per cent., but that with the United States of 
America declined by nearly ! per cent. 

5. The value of the total foreign trade of Bombay further contracted by 
Hs. 43 crores, or 24 per cent., owing to heavy falling off both in imports and 
exports. Imports of precious metals declined by Rs. 73 lakhs, while exports 
then•of increased by Hs. 96 lakhs. The apparent decline in imports is due to 
the heavy fall in the price of silver. A noticeable feature is that gold bullion 
worth Rs. 49 lakhs was shipped to the United Kingdom, for the first time in 
recent years, apparently due to a fall in the up-country demand. The increase 
in the exports of silver probably denotes that this country has for the time 
being less use for the metal. 

6. Durin~ the year under report, th~ co~sting trade contracted by Rs. 8! 
crores-Loth 1mports and exports sharmg m the decline. 

7. The gross collections of the Bombay Custom House declined from 
Rs. 12,82,40,831 to Rs. 11,90,33,773. These fiQUres exclude the collections 
on account of the various cesses, such as cotton °cess and tea cess. The ratio 
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of true expenditure to revenue was 1•41 per cent., as against 1·29 per cent., 
in the previous year. 

CHIEF PORT-BOMBAY. 

8. The total sea-borne trade of the port of Bombay w1th foreign countries 
and Indian ports is shown in the subjoined table :-

l::_ I Jncmse 

--------~ 1926-27. ~---~9_2_7·_28_. __ 

1 
__ 1_9_28_-2_9_. -:l--19-2-9--30_. --:~I_ --19_30_·_31_. -~-d_ec_rn_~_ I 1930•31, 

L-FOREIGN TIADB 
(PltiVArE). 

Imports. 

Ba. Ba. Bs. Rs. I Rs. RlJ. 

I 

Merobandise .. 76,85,18,040 86,35,13,234 84,11,73,607 82,63,68,911 5G,9:J,2o,1:Jo -~:i,i0,48,781 
Gold .. .. 19,:25,43,315 15,50,63,1:37 13,26,37,580 8,~1,36,217 8,78,04,419 -1:l,3l,i98 
Silver • • .. 15,57,32,565 12,10,46,229 ll,02,88,640 9,65,1 7,:312 9,05,86,092 -59,31,220 
Currency Notes • • 

1 
__ 1_5,_31_,3_7_4 _

1 
___ 2_3_,9_1,_52_7 __ 1_5.:.,3 ... 0,:....2~_'7-l---6-,4-9_,4_55_ 1 ___ 7,_54_,4_1_6_

1 

__ +_1,_04_,9_61 

Total, Import<; .. 1,11,83,25,294 1,14,20,14,127 1,08,56,30,144 1,01,26,71,895 i4,84,65,0:i7 -26,42,06,838 

E1:JII)rts. 

Foreign Merohandise 
Indian Produce •• 
Gold .. .. 
Silver .. .. 
Currency Notes •• 

5,37,44,532 
6J,21,61,UO 

4 85 138 
1,44:63:367 

117,000 

6,93,85,784 : 5,02,42,831 
60,23,69.058 I 78,69,84,019 

73 348 71,7:l:l 
2,40,4(983 2,56,36,182 

4,000 3,000 

4,52,10,018 
69,70,88,273 

40,450 
1,28,37,508 

3,2:3,21,172 -1,28,88,846 
53,02,1:l,73:) -10,68,i4,.i40 

49,05,1U5 + 48,55,7 4;; 
1,75,36,517 + 46,99,00V 

Total, Exports .. 72,09,52,047 69,58,74,1/a 86,29,37,765 75,51,85,249 58,49,76,617 -17,02,U8,6:J2 

!~ate foreign.. 1,83,92,77,341 1,83,78,88,300 1,94,85,67,909 1,76,i8,5i,144 1,33,34,41,674 -43,44,15,470 
Trade. 

ll.--CoASTING TRADE 
(PltiVAl'E). 

Import1. 

Jndi.\n Produce .. 
Foreign l!erobandise 
Gold .. •• 
Silver .. .. 

30,43,28,9~6 
67,36,392 

700 
1,22,471 

27,83,04,342 
1,00,93,000 

i,'ss,24I 

28,73,76,4:;8 
96,49,002 

39,652 

26,24,31,267 
82,83,110 

36,123 
48,081 

21,01,7:3,314 
65,63,3os 

• ·2,10,940 

-5,22,57,9j3 
-li,19,742 

-36,1~3 
+1,62,859 

Total, Imports .. 31,11,88,489 28,85,52,583 29,70,66,012 27,07,98,581 
l-------l-------·:--~---l---------I------I--------

21,69,47,6~2 

Ezport6. 

Indian Produ~ .• 
Foreign Merchandise 
Gold .. .. 
Silver .. .. 

Total, Exports 

19,93,02,460 
6,56,46,151 

7,14,455 

24,54,48,411 
8,59,52,215 

15,63,177 

26,56,63,066 33,29,63,803 

! upegat1 Coasting 57,68,51,555 62,15,16,386 
Trade. 
!otal,Pri'l"a. te Trade 2,41,61,!l8,89612,45,94,04,686 

III.-A~ate Gov· 3,46,38,837 4,77,83,942 
tmment Iran!&c· 
tions. 
Tot&, Trade .. 2,45,07,67,733 12,50,71,88,628 

17,90,67, i65 
7,46,26,233 

43,375 

J 9,05,23,800 
8,74,17,582 

· ';o,9Z9 

20,17,13,728 
5,90,8:3,126 

550 
5,33,944 

+ 1,11,89,928 
-2,83,34,456 

+550 
+4,63,015 

25,37,37,373 27,80,12,311 1 26,13,31,3481 -1,66,80,963 

ss.os,o3,3ss 5!,8s,lo,s921 47,s2,78,9io 1 -7,05,31,92~ 

2,49,93,71,294 2,31,66,68,03611,81,17,20,644 i-50,49,4 7,392 

'·"·"·"" I •. "· ...... I '· ... "·""' ~-· "'·"·'" 
2,56,79,28,35212,37,09,33,140 11,84,62,66,724 i -52,46,66,416 

9. The aggregate value of the foreign trade (private) of Bombay again 
declined by Rs. 43 crores to Rs. 133 crores, i.e., by 24 per cent., or if treasure 
be excluded, by nearly Rs. 44 crores, or 28 per cent., toRs. 113 crores. During 
the same- period, the foreign trade of Calcutta receded by Rs. 77 crores, or 37 



5 

per cent., to Rs. 131 crores and that of Karachi by Rs. 1ij- crores, or 28 per
cent., to Rs. 37!- crores. Imports of merchandise into Bombay fell by 31 per 
cent., while those into Calcutta and Karachi by 39 per cent. and 26 per cent., 
respectively. Cotton manufactures, metals and ores, cotton twist and yarn, 
motor cars and motor cycles, sugar, machinery and mill work, silk manu£actures, 
artificial silk, woollen manufactures, grain, pulse and flour, hardware and 
oils mainly account for the decrease at Bombay, cotton goods (excluding twist 
and yarn), metals and ores, sugar, grain, pulse and flour, machinery and mill· 
work, tobacco, mineral oils, hardware and cotton twist and yarn at Calcu~ta 
and cotton manufactures, sugar, grain pulse and flour and machinery and mill
work, at Karachi. On the other hand, the only noticeable improvements were 
of raw cotton at Bombay and of mineral oils at Karachi. 

10. Exports of Indian produce also declined by Rs. 16£ crores, or 24 per 
cent., at Bombay, by Rs. 45! crores, or 36 per cent., at Calcutta and by Rs. 7 
crores, or 29 per cent, at Karachi. Raw cotton, seeds, raw wool, cotton manu
factures, grain, pulse and flour, oilcakes, raw hides and skins, metals and ores, 
leather and cotton twist and yarn account for the decrease at Bombay, jute 
manufactures, raw jute, lac, tea, metals and ores, raw hides and skins, seeds 
and grain, pulse and flour at Calcutta and raw cotton, raw wool, raw hides and 
skins and seeds at Karachi. On the other hand, the only noticeable 
increases were of tobacco at Bombay and of grain, pulse and flour at Karachi. 

11. Th~ total value of the private coasting trade, excluding treasure, 
also fe 11 by Rs. 7 ·11 crores to Rs. 4 7 · 7 5 crores, both imports and exports sharing 
in the decline. Of the principal articles under imports, raw cotton, jute manu
factures, seeds and rice declined, while wheat showed an improvement. Under 
exports, there was a noticeable improvement in the shipments of cotton piece
goods although cotton twist and yarn and grain, pulse and flour showed decreases. 
The marked decline in the value of foreign merchandise exported is attributable 
to reduced shipments of cotton piece-goods, sugar and metals and ores. 

FOREIGN TRADE. 
12. The following table shows the ~alue of the import and export trade 

of the port of Bombay grouped accorclmg to the classes under which they 
are shown in the Government accounts :-

i I -

1!126-27. 1927-28. 1928-29. '11929-30. 1930.3!,1 ?~=~ 
10 1930-31, 

------------I--R-s.---Rs-.---:.-1--:.--:.-' Re.--

Lakhs. LakhB. LakhB. \ Lakhs. Lakbs. Lakhs, 

9,51·07 10,17-85 10,69·56 110,87·26 8,0HO -2,82·Sil 

n.-Raw Materials and produce and 10,89·94 13,83·03 10,25·55 I' 11,06·38 12,23·78 +l,l7·•o 
Articles mainly l'nmanufa.ctured. '" 

OOORTS. 

Articlee. 

1.-Jood, Drink and Tobacco 

I 
III.-!rticle!! wholly or mainly Manu. 54 80 I~ 60 ·g 36 61 28 9 ' 

fa.chred. • . ~ ,D • ' • 4 ! 58,!13·53 ' 34,95·91 I. -23,67·62 

IV.-Liring animals 18 83 1 I 
. 5·98 19-41 I 22-33 10·i51 -11·58 

V.-PoetalArticleenotspecified .. ! ~~ 1,68·28 ~ l,S8·as _
25

.
83 

ro~al,ImporV! .. ··r i6,85·1sl 8635·13 84,11·741 82,63·691~1~9 
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Articles. 1926-27. 1027-28. 
Increase 

1928-29. 192Q-30. 1930-31. or decrease in 
1930-31, 

Ra. Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. Rs. 
EXPORTS. Lakhs. Ltkbs. Lnkhil, Lakhs. Lakhs. Lnkhs. 

Indian Produce aud .Man ufacturetJ. 

L-Food, Drink and Tobacco .. .. 3,04·18' 3,43·16 3,48· 72 2,80·1l!l 2,10· 72 -70·27 

II.-Raw Mare rials and produce· and 50,77·14 46,63·05 66,14·70 58,67·99 44,79·82 -13,88·17 
Articles mainly Unmanu.factur-
ed. 

IlL-Articles wholly or mainly M<tuufac. 10,33·59 8,08·78 8,02·33 7,32·13 5,41-41 -1,no·72 
tured. 

IV.-Living animals .. .. ·09 ·28 ·58 ·42 1·01 +·59 

V.-Postal Articles .. .. .. 1,06·61 1,13·42 1,03·51 89·35 69·18 -20·17 

Total, Indian Produce and Manufacturca 65,21·61 60,23·60 78,69·84 60,70·88 53,02·14 1 -16,68·74 

Foreign .M erc/lawii~e. 

I.-Food, Drink and Tobacco .. .. 43·72 71 ·01 34·03 36·20 24·36 -11·84 

ll.-Raw Materials and produce and 2,17·09 3,06·55 2,33·08 1,95·06 1,42·47 -52·51) 
Articles mainly Unmanu.factur. 
ed. 

m.-Articles wholly or mainly Manu- 2,63·12 3,02·69 2,24·67 2,08·58 1,47·61 -60·97 
factured. 

IV.-Living animals •• .. .. 3·09 3·65 2·0:1 2·70 2·03 +·23 

V.-Postal Articles .. .. .. 10·42 9·06 8·62 9·56 5·84 -3·72 

Total, Foreign Merchandise .. s,aH4 1 6,93-86 5,02·43 4,52·10 3,23·21 -1,28·89 

Total, Exports .. 70,59·05 I 67,17·5.5 I 83,72·27 74,22·98 56,25·35 -17,97·ti3 
I I 

13. lrnports.-All the classes except class II record decreases. The most 
important group under imports is cbss III-articles wholly or mainly manu
factured. This class records a heavy drop of Rs. 23 · 68 crores owing to smaller 
arrivals of all important articles, the principal among them being cotton yarn 
and manufactures, metals, vehicles (excluding locomotives, etc., for railways), 
other yarn and textile fabrics, machinery of all kinds, Eilk yarn 
and manufactures, miscellaneous articles wholly or mainly manu
factured, woollen yarn and manufactures, cutlery, hardware, instruments and 
apparatus and glass and glassware. The falling off of Rs. 2 · 83 crores under 
class I was due to smaller arrivals of sugar, grain, pulse and flour, fruits and 
vegetables and spices. The improvement in class II was due entirely to larger 
importations of raw cotton. 

14. Exports.-Indian produce and mamifactures.-All classes except the 
unimportant class IV record decreases. The heavy loss of Rs. 13·88 crores 
in the most important class II was chiefly due to lower prices and reduced ship
ments of raw cotton, seeds and raw wool. Smaller despatches of cotton yarn 
and manufactures and tanned hides and skins account for the fall in class III. 
Grain, pulse and :flour and spices are responsible for the falling off in class I. 

15. Re-exports.-The decrease of Rs. 61 lakhs in class III was mainly 
due to reduced re-shipments of cotton yarn and manufactures and woollen 
yarn and manufactures. Smaller re-shipments of raw cotton and gums, resins 
and lac were chiefly responsible for the decrease in class II. 



Ii\IPORTS. 

16. Tl1e fo11owing table shows imports other than Government importation arranged in order of comparative import<J.nce :-

1926·27 1927-28. 

I ~~ I Pf'rcl'nt-

I Increase .Pach ' 'I age of 
P-f>T<'Pnt.age of trnde of 

t:nited Kingdom in each article. 

\ 

or it<·m to 

I 1928-29. 11129-30. l!l30·31. decr~nse I toh•l 
in Imports 

I 

19:~0-3 1.. of .Mer- In \ In In In In ' I charndise 1926-27. 1927-28. 1928-29. 1929-80. 1930-31. 

1

1930-31. 
! ' 

--R·s-.--;~---R-s-. --~--1{-s_--I--R-s-.-- --R-s-. -·--R-s-.-~---- ---~~---~-----------

\ 

~~~ I 

1 Cotton, Raw (including 
waste). 

4,97,18,366 6,74,23,052 3,89,32,227 3,41,12,298 6,32,5tl,H3 +2,91·38 1 11·11 9·0 I 1·1 

2 Cotton Manufactures •• 13,02,28,375114,99,81,045 

• . 7,05,30,948 7,91,62,361 

4,29,22,793 14,30,73,522 

16,28t59,544 '1.4,93,51,075 

7,99,45,371 6,89,53,159 

5,21,91,265 5,22,67,167 

4,87,38,205 -10,06·13; 

4,86,85,246 -2,02·68 

3,90,42,898 -1,23·24 

I Metal• and Ores 

4 1\fnchinery and lllllwork 

i Oll1 •• 

6 SuJ!ar 

2t61,42,692 2,77,50,096 2,72,26,897 3,75,28,140 3,23,H,005 -51·84 

3,1l0,72,145 3,55,94,372 4,00,47,076 3,91,83,8~0 2,48,60,649 -1,43'23 

7 Motor Cars and 1\Iotor 1,58,20,206 1,83,13,302 2,62,81,789 3,48,93,136 2,03,66,256 -1,45·27 
Cycles, etc. 

a D~·ftlng and Tanning 1,42,60,439 1,83,63,252 1,86,37,385 1,53,07,587 1,65,66,312 +12·69 
Substances. 

9 I~=~~~~:"ent.s and Appa- 1,37,20,509 1,53,74,960 1,69,13,356 2,00,29,870 1,63,04,801 -37·25 

10 Pg:~~l articles not specl· 1,45,21,951 1,58,91,124 1,68,28,443 1,84,18,863 1,&8,35,590 -25·83 

l1 Art!llclal Silk 2,92,88,889 3,48,67,355 3,15,78,576 2,69,90,488 1,55.11,494 -1,14·79 

lll Silk liiannfaet.ures In- 2,64,44,050 2,81,44,394 3,04,71,136 2,66,04,345 1,45,49,623 -1,20·55 
eluding ollk yam, nolle 
and warps. 

8·56 

8·55 

7·02 

5·68 

4·37 

3·58 

2·91 

2·86 

2·78 

2·72 

68·5 

36·4 

82·3 

5·6 

3·6 

32·7 

6·1 

56·7 

57·1 

27·1l 

1·6 

63·5 

44·5 

79·1 

7·1 

·1 

31·6 

7·1 

56·4 

21·6 

1·4 

3·0 

65·4 

43·7 

74·6 

4·7 

1·7 

20·0 

6·5 

50·9 

54·3 

20·8 

2·2 

1·4 

56·5 

33·4 

76·2 

4·3 

10·2 

4·33 

56·74 

22·66 

75·94 

3·64 

·19 

2 

3 

4 

5 

i 

15·2 16·1'>9 7 

10·4 6-88 8 

48·5 42·97 II 

48·6 47·22 10 

12·2 6·68 11 

1·3 1•32 12 



11126-27. 1927-28. 11128·29. 1920-30. 

Increase 
or 

11130-31. decrease 
In 

1930-31. 

Per~nt
age of 
each 

Item to 
total. 

Imports 
of Mer
chandise. In 

1926·27. 

Percentage of trade of I 
United Kingdom in each article. 

~,.\·,. L.~~ ... ,.~~., . ..l:'. •. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

In 
1930·81. 

-r-------·1----1--~-1·---1---- ----!,---1---1----l-- 1-

13 Grain, Pulse and Flour , , 

14 Cotton, Tw 1st and Y nrn 

15 Provisions and Oilman's 
Stores. 

Ul Hardware 

17 Frnlts and Vegetables •• 

(]n lakhs) 
27,24,158 

3,611,64,430 

1,15,1111,794 

3,70,70,744 

1,84,07,258 2,02,61, 707 

2, 70,58,986 

1,41,23,134 -61·:111 

2,96,88,686 1,17,98,567 -1,52·60 

1,46,19,833 1,45,98,701 1,36,15,023 1,16,44,322 1,05,98,972 -10·45 

1,56,25,531 1,02,86,057 1,59,61,646 1,57,22,380 1,00,95,165 -;;6·27 

1,04,85,319 1,41,34,873 1,18,49,086 1,26,01,066 09,03,683 -26·97 

IS Paper and Pasteboard • • 1,06,56,640 1,15,67,206 1,13,22,915 1,27,51,010 98,85,114 -28·66 

Ul Liquors 

!0 Rubber 

.. 1,04,67,420 99,86,996 

21 Drugs and 1\ledlcines •• 

22 Chemlcale 

~a Glass and Glassware 

24 Spices 

2;; Silk, Raw (inclmllng 
Wat<te). 

21 Wool Manufactures in· 
eluding yarn and lmitt
lngwool. 

27 Wood and Timber 

28 Apparel 

2~ Precious Stones and 
PearJs, unset. 

81,09,468 1,00,17,132 

00,20,225 74,82,1180 

82,69,718 

1,01,110,112 

74,10,485 

08,66,202 

1,59,77,696 

40,24,132 

77,03,431 

74,54,352 

85,07,837 

1,03,05,336 

66,98,553 

88,36,085 

1,81,70,282 

44,64,050 

82,08,350 

94,70,922 

94,35,716 1,03,63,486 

84,86,902 

79,69,479 

62,44,934 

1,03,84,820 

70,10,890 

76,53,673 

117,46,802 

87,51,373 

71,21,689 

1,16,111,877 

81,28,893 

72,78,138 

1,84,80,896 1,38,00,502 

44,25,3781 52,42,913 

94,67,296 80,88,894 

82,82,333 70,07,976 

89,(17,253 -13·96 

87,41,006 -10·0:; 

73,36,364 -14·15 

73~11,224 

71,40,054 

+1·8() 

-44·71 

61,51,597 -19·77 

60,56,8H! -12·21 

58,:37,599 

44,16,612 

&2,37,888 

:)9,92,259 

-79·63 

-8·27 

-38·51 

--30·161 

! 1-n 1 

1·74 

1·58 

1·54 

1·29 

1·28 

1·26 

1·08 

1·06 

1·03 

·78 

·74 

·70 ! 

'5 

33·3 

29·7 

29·3 

·4 

24·9 

50·9 

38·7 

35·5 

39·1 

5·8 

2·4 

62·6 

5·2 

47·3 

14·1 

.. I -1 ·1 o-4 13 

211·0 I 46·8 I 38·2 35·09 14 

::::II 
·2 

24·9 

52·4 

36·5 

39·7 

35·2 

6·3 

·6 

51·8 

8·7 

U·O 

10·1 

35·9 

?.9·8 

·6 

25·1 

54·6 

34·0 

38·9 

41·8 

5·0 

·3 

·4 

45·3 

5·3 

311·8 

8·2 

40·2 

28·8 

·6 

36•79 15 

81·60 16 

·23 17 

22·9 17·75 18 

55·9 64·46 l!l 

32· 7 23·06 2Q 

87·5 21·76 21 

44·6 40·63 22 

5·1 

42·0 

S·O 

36·7 

7·4 

«1·17 28 

·92 24 

42·02 2«1 

3·18 27 

35•45 28 

2·61 29 



~() i'RinU ao4 rainten• 

.. I 
61,83,011,0 62,08,421 51,23,119 I 49,1'>7,296 85,04,21171 -14·ts3 

·~2, 75·81 74·8 72·4, 4!7·11 6:t·•• ~ 
.MatKriale.. 

!1,48,032 ! 31 ll&bbiDO .. 20,38,903 25,68,870 27,70,818 38,6~,61;0 +6·88 •W D4·9 1)2·7 89·0 8ti·6 i7 84 lll 

82 Soap .. ··I !;6,61.264 60,07,363 58,Hl,Oi7 61,10,658 32,86.294 -28·:<4 ·58 89·0 ll0;5 87·6 87·3 !!3•110 82 

33 Tea •• .. ··I 60,30,583 40,03,185 (3,87,176 35,65,702 30,94,011) -4·72 ·54 ·2 ·1 ·2 ·l t· 84 Tobacco .. .. 76,66,566 63,89,846 36,82,113 41,46,042 29,86,650 -11·69 ·MI 96·8 II!H> 1!4·8 114·8 87·27 u 
I 

36 L<:ather, and .Manufac- 31,48,9&0 32,74,145 33,30,194 86,82,627 27,74,568 -8·08 ·49 75·5 73·0 60·11 IH·II 65·35 36 

hJn·e of. 
36 :Belting for Machinery • , 29,36,614 83,95,194 30,01,115S I 341,34,301 2tl,75,018 -IH>9 ·47 tl8·0 70•5 66•8 60·1 5ij•26 36 

87 StationerY .. .. 81,39,570 38,15,579 32,07,11521 34,48,1137 24,51,758 -9·87 ·43 50·0 52·3 48·G 45·8 4i·lH 8'1 

S8 Baberda!hery and ldilll· 43,38,208 50,55,723 53,113,251 40,114,318 24,05,967 -111•88 ·42 111·~ 22·1 17·4 23·4 :!5·f>l as 
Df>Ty. 

and Engineer· 82,62,446 26,69,828 "·"·"' I 28,61,531 22,1{,360 --6·47 ·311 24·5 83·'1 15·33 39 
39 :Building 38·1 211·4 

iD~,t ll.aterl&la. 

40 Ca.rrlajleS and wagona and 86,71,660 lll,7l,C44 89,48,171 37,48,063 22,12,892 -11>·80 ·811 76·2 94·3 90·5 89·6 l 7lHI4 40 

part! tur railwayB. 
22,18,711 -6·12 41 

41 l:h'~~~d :~~~ and 
17,67,614 23,09,737 27,16,015 22,04.,1>21 ·39 81·4 76·4 81•4 77·8 77•90 

42 Tallow and 8tearine .. 27,08,116 23,80,618 19,71,421 25,60,998 21,111,161 -8·70 ·38 24·11 17·4 10·1 15·0 11·72 42 

48 Starch and Farina .. 13t68,165 26,10,561 1tl,76,62£> 2l>,oa,a3 %0,35,661 . -4·08 ·811 8·2 1·~ 1·8 ·1 1•()4 43 

44 :Boote and Shoes .. 14,45,124 16,80,946 18,16,847 19,18,661 19,81,552 +·62 ·8· 51·! 60·7 48·4 32·2 18·811 44 

46 Coal and Coke .. 26,41,002 46,78,629 211,79,281 33,63,656 18,82,1?4 -14·Sl •88 11·8 liHI 24·1 8·4 21•81 45 

46 Earthenware and Porce- 32,92,697 28,114,035 26,50,723 26,66,082 18,53,396 -8·11 ·88 33·11 32·7 82·2 34·0 31>·48 4& 

lain. 
f,7 l'oy• and requisites for 24,20,487 27,311,1>20 27,71,622 26,69,232 18,17,859 -8·41 ·32 17·4 17·0 1fi·f, 18·7 20·78 ,, 

Games. 

48 Gum• and ResiDe .. 17,119,006 24,70,429 20,66,863 28,04,554 17,81,198 -10·23 ·Ill 11·1 7·0 5·3 IHi 7•00 48 

ill Anne, Ammunition, eto. 18,96,306 20,08,877 16,48,472 17,69,320 16,65,744 -1·04 ·211 73·11 64·9 78·0 76·9 76•48 411 

0 Cyclee and parts thereof, 27,12,&35 26,18,219 31,12,355 30,11,440 16,48,833 -13•63 ·29 80·7 80·6 80·0 7G·fo 64•29 1>0 
etc. 'I To•• ftO...., 

.. 21,06,849 22,35,192 23,82,721 26,66,701 15,76,700 -9'90 ·28 f,6·6 42·6 48·6 42·2 37•05 61 

2 Ivory •• .. 18,54,472 21,01,744 17,44,353 14,511,343 18,118,692 -·lUI ·24 52·9 48·2 50·3 4J•7 41•45 62 

3 Animal8, li'l'ing .. 18,83,261 15,98,434 19,40,909 22,33,569 10,75,1116 -11·68 ·19 . 68·1 GG·2 29·9 23·6 4u-44 63 

lllCofCD 



1026-27. 1927·28. ~928-29_.. 1929·30. 1930·31. 

Increase 
or 

decrease 
·in 

193().31. 

Percent
age of 
eaeh 

Item to 
total .. 
Imports 
of :Mer-

chandise 
in 

1930-31: 

I9z~~27. 102¥.'28. 192~~29. !192~~so.lt9~~~s1.1 
i 
I 

---------------------~:-----n--s -;·-----n-•. --·:~-----n-.-.--~---n-.-.--:1-----n-s.---!i-----R-s.--l-------~~--~-~----~------l------l------· 

(In Jakhs). ,. 

54 Furniture and Cabinet- 15,80,479 13,85,357 j 14,95,473 15,40,045 10,39,813 -5·09 ·18 !i~'O 40·7. 39·6 4,3.·~ 40•82 54 
ware. , 

1 

• I · 
55 Wool, taw • • • • 25,30,682 

1 

30,12,450 j 23,60,211 20,60,236 8,37,423 -21·23 ·15 48·5 56·2 60·4 40·9 39·77 55 

56 Clocks and Watches •• 13,0:>,728 13,58,131 

1 

14,32,462112,79,340 8,(\4,945 -4·75 ·14 9·1 3·5 6·0 4·2 4·54 56 

67 Cutlery •• •• 12,95,918 12,49,030 12,33,114 14,09,245 7,69,263 -6·40 ·14 22·9 25·7 22·4 23·4 24•46 57 

68 Umbrellas and Fitt.ings 12,01,316 12,40,8951 15,69,175 , 11,60,350 I 7,17,615 -4·43 ·13 23·9 22·5 15·2 13·9 9·10 58 

59 Flax and )lanufaetures 9,34,869 10,19,665

1 

11,00,997 10,46,395 6,48,71l4 -3·98 1,

1 
·11 96·1 96·3 !!6·1 98·1 93·92 59 

of. 

60 Buttons of all sorts •• 14,83,330 15,00,653 15,19,898 11,03,138 5,95,003 -5·08 ·10 4·7 5·1 4·2 6·1 4·59 60 

61 China Clay 

62 Fireworks 

63 Other articles 

I Toh•, "'""'''"' 

•• ; 16,77;21a 15,97,362 I 7,36,7ao 12,93,894 5,68,134 -7·26 -10 80·71 97·4 99·9 wo-o 9ll·so 61 

.. ,! 14,41,876 . 8,65,2031 10,70,696 10,45,684 4,74,!110 -5·7i ·08 ·91 3·6 ·9 1•21 5·37 62 

•• i 2,2.8,26,2881 3,53,44,057,1,65,6:l,241 1,75,08,090 1,~2,22,402 -22·86 2·C)7 ; • . . . l . . .. · · I · • 

. . 

1

76.85,18.040 

1 

86,35,13,234

1

84,11,73.607 -8-2-.6-3.-6-8,-01--1-1;-5-6_9_3-.2-0.-1-30-II---2-:.-.,-o---4\l-1~--~-00_·_00_,--::r-:.;1--::-~1--::-1 

-0 
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17. The total value of imported JP.etchandise received a further setback 
and fell by Rs. 25 · 7 crores to Rs. 56· 93 cror~s in' the y~ar undeueyiew. The 
decrease is most marked in cotton manufactures, ·.metals and , o~, cotton 
twist and yarn, motor cars and motor cycles, etc., sugar, machinery: and mill
work, silk manufactures, artificial silk, wool manufactures, grain,, pulse and 
flour, hardware and oils. The only articl~ which showed a notic~a~le increase 
was raw cotton. , Dyeing and tanning substances, bobbins, chemicals and boots 
and shoes also showed increases. The more important- <;ommodities are the 
subject of. special remarks in the subsequent paragraph~. Of the rest, the 
following items call for comment. The decrease of E,s. 61· q9lakhs under grain, 
pulse and flour was due entirely to smaller a.rriyals of wheat! shjpments of 
which from Australia amounted to 66,793 tons valued at IRs . .62 · Q6 lakhs as 
against 12~,418 tons valued at Rs .. 1· 67 crore in the previous year. , Arrivals 
from Iraq, however, advanced by 14,983 tons in quantity and byiRs. 20·99 
lakhs in value. A significant feature is the importation f~m Japan in March 
last of a consignment of rice weghing 2,306 tons and val11ed at Rs. 2 lakhs. 
The fall of Rs. 44 · 71 lakhs under glass and glass war~ mainly, represents 
smaller receipts of bangles from Czechoslovakia. Apparel, etc., tecorded a. 
decrease of Rs. 38 · 51lak:hs owing to smaller receipts of ~pp~rel from the United 
Kingdom and Japan and of gold and silver th;:ead from F~ance and Germany. 
Instruments and apparatus recorded q, fall of Rs. 37 · 25lakhs owip.g to smaller 
receipts of electrical instruments f1:om the United Kingdom~nd othe~ supplying 
countries. . Receipts of paper and· paste-bnar<l -declined ~y Rs. 28 · 66 lakhs 
owing ma.iitly to smaller suppliel'l !rom the United Kingdom,: Germany and 
Norway. The decrease of Rs. 28·24 lakbs under soap is1 due.almost entirely 
to smaller receipts from the United Kingdom. Smaller ~rrivals of almond8 
from Italy and Persia and of dates from Iraq and :Muskat. are responsible for· 
the decrease of Rs. · 26 · 97 lakhs under fruits and vegetables. The fall of 
Rs. 16 · 88 .lakhs under haberdashery and· millinery·. is due to smaller receipts 
from all supplying countries. The decrease of Rs. 14•15 lakhs under drugs 
and medicines entirely represents smaller receipts from. the United Kingdom 
although there were larger arrivals from Germany. The decreaP.e of Rs. 11· 59 
lakhs under tobacco .is due entirely to smaller supplies of,cigarettes from the 
United Kingdom. Provisions and oilman's stores recorded a fall o~ Rs. 10· 45 
lakhs O\\ling maiiJ.ly ~o smaller arrivals of canned and bottled provisions from 
the United' Kingdom and the Netherlands, while the decrease of Rs. 10· 05 
lakhs under rubber was accounted for by smaller shipments of motor car 
covers from the United Kingdom, Canada .and Italy. . The U!;.ited States of 
America and Germany, however, increased their supplies. The slight increase 
of Rs .. 1· 89lakh under chemicals. and chemical preparations, represents increased 
supphea from Germany, United States of America and ltP.ly .. d~spite smaller 
receipts lfrpm the United.Kingdom. · · 



18. Ooal-

--

U11ited Kingdom 

apan •• .. 
elgium .. 
.. tralia .. 
&tal •• .. 

J 

B 

A 

N 

p <m;uguese E&st Africa. 

0 ther Native St&ta 
Arabi& 

ave. .. J 

0 ther oountries 

Total 

.. 

. . 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
in 

••i .. 

··l 

1926-27. 

I -
Tons. Bs. 

11,006 2,93,128 

587 14,582 

.. .. 
8,550 2,34,615 

73,989 16,21,085 

23,559 4,51,009 

.. .. 

.. .. 
336 6,030 

118,027126,20,4491 

c alootta(lndi&n Produce) •• \ 306,139169,48,150 1 

1927-28. 

I 
Tons. 1\s. 

28,943 7,31,770 

5,499 1,63,770 

130 2,340 

6,511 1,59,949 

130,060 26,76,833 

34,816 7,87,044 

.. . . 

.. .. 
1,080 23,230 

207,099 45,44,9361 

I 
342,316 68,82,446! 

lnorease or doorcl\so 
1928-29. 1929-30. 1930-31. in 

1930-31. 

Tons. &.. Tons. &. Tollll. Rs. Tons. Be-

26,403 6,09,296 12,049 2,54,046 18,094 3,94,579 +6,045 +1,40,533 

490 9,400 726 13,830 400 7,200 --326 -6,630 

.. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 
1,000 23.000 1,190 23,800 1,455 32,010 +265 +8,210 

86,435 15,83,196 166,393 29,94,077 81,645 13,82,361 ----.84,748 -16,11,7HI 

18,606 3,18,367 .. .. .. .. . . .. 
190 3,600 1,400 25,200 250 4,400 -1,150 -20,800 

.. . . 822 14,796 520 10,130 -302 -4,666 

355 6,380 100 2,000 1,168 21,300 +1.068 +19,300 

133,479 j 25,53;2391 182,680 33,27,749 103,532 18.51.980 1 -79,148 -14,75,769 

296,177 j 54,64:579 I 71,29,421 \ 45,85,0861-114.727 
[ I 

305,972 251,245 -25,44,335 
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The considerable fall in imports of foreign coal during the year under 
report rE>presents reduced shipments from Natal. This may be attributed 
firstly to the general trade depression, secondly to the boycott of foreign coal 
and the greater use of Bengal coal as a substitute and thirdly to large stocks 
carried over from the previous year's importations. Arrivals from the United 
Kinudom, however, advanced. The fall in receipts of Indian coal is accounted 
for ;ainly by the fact that there was a lesser demand by lnd an railways owing 
to diminished traffic. · 

Prices of coal remained fairly steady throughout the year. 

19. Dyeing and tanning substances.-Imports under this head improved 
from Rs. 1·53 crore to Rs. 1·66 crore representing larger arrivals of aniline 
dye and synthetic indigo from Germany whose share in the total imports rose 
from 55 to · 61 per cent. The increase reflects accumulation of stocks rather 
than improved turn-over. Receipts of alizarine dye further fell by 1,240,601 
lb. to 2,054,948lb. in quantity and by Rs. 5 · 89lakhs to Rs. 9 · 72lakhs in value, 
chiefly due to reduced supplies from Germany and the United Kingdom. The 
fall may partly be attributed to the fact that the dye is going out of fashion 
and is being supplanted by other dyes of the naphthol group.; Imports of 
aniline dye further receded by 1,030,017 lb. to 9,357, 905lb. in quantity, but 
improved by Rs. 10 ·28 lakb11 to Rs. 1 ·32 crore in value. The arrivals from 
Germany though reduced by 330,573 lb. in quantity improved by Rs. 13 ·OS 
lakhs in value. Imports from the United Kingdom, the United States of 
America and Switzerland declined, while those from Itlay and France improved. 
The incrtase in value of aniline dye is due to the bulk of the total imports 
being of highly concentra1ed dyes. Imports of saffron further declined by 
1,787lb. to 49,385lb. in quantity and by Rs. 73,000 toRs. 8 ·69lakhs in value. 
The average price of saffron slightly fell from Rs. 18 toRs. 17-9-6 per lb. 

20. Hardware.-This head covers a large variety of miscellaneous article! 
such as agricultural implements, other implement and tools, builders' hard
ware, domestic hardware, enamelled ironware, lamps, safes, stoves, gas 
mantles, etc. It is typical of the body of articles assessable at the general 
tariff rate and variations in the relative trade figures are a valuable index of 
general economic and trade conditions. Imports further decreased by Rs. 
56 ·27 lakhs to Rs. 1·01 crore owing to smaller supplies from all important 
countries. Though Germany continues to be the largest supplier, her share 
receded Lorn 41 to 36! per cent. of the total imports. The share of the United 
Ki~gcl.om, on the other hand, improved from 29 to 31! percent., and that of the 
Umted States of America from 10 to 11 per cent. The share of Japan remained 
unchanged. 



21. Liquors-

{

In bottles •• 
Ale, beer& 

porter. In bulk •• 

Cider and other fermented 
liquors. 

Wines 

i926-27. 

Gallons. 

573,338 

509,790 

2,300 

n •. 
a,84.,6iH 

7,15,199 

1927-28. 

Gallons. 

609,530 

684.,525 

2,760 

&. 

15,54,783 

1930-31. 

I 
Increas~~r decrea.•e 

1930-31. 
1928-2~. 1929-30. 

Gallons. Rs. Gallons., &. Gallons. 

630,605 15,86,8!6 8:30,255 I 21,10,750 838,215 

----------------- I l Rs. I Gallons. 

20,35,770 I -12.04.0 -U,!lSO 
I 

Rs. 

576,639 7,8G,750 684.150 8,70,059 602,531 6,89,910 I -81,619 ~1,80,149 

3,102 li,479 3,331 17,390 1,838 -1,493 -7,350 

I 

-4,4671 

"""' -1,6iVJ 
-3[),954 lfi>. 

-28,4571 

-22,193) 
-2,02,336 

-9,124 -68,774 

+73,800 +94,Ios 

-23,246 -7,88,692 

+8,506 -IO,OG,H48 

-10,658 __:I ,28,101) 
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By reason of the general trade depression, unemployment and the boycott 
movement, all classes of liquors except denatured spirit recorded decreases 
during the year under report. 

Ale, beer and porter.-Despite the prohibition campaign and the educa
tive propaganda carried on by the Congress, imports of bottled beer-recorded 
hut a small <lecrea.se of 3,791 gallons which testifies to the hold that the bever
age has on the middle and lower class people as a substitute for toddy. Arriv
ais from Germany declined,· while those from the United Kingdom; the 
~etherlands and Japan showed a slight improvement .. Receipts of beer in 
lmlk, n,lmost entirely from the United Kingdom, decreased from 669, 000 gallons 
to G74,000 gallons in quantity and from Rs. 8·53 lakhs toRs. 6·64 lakhs in 
value. Arrimls of stout and porter in bottles also slightly declined. 

Spirits.-Imports of spirits except denatured spirit showed consid~rable 
falling off. The fall in receipts of brandy represents smaller· supplies• from 
Fr:tnce, Germany, and the United Kingdom. Arrivals of whisky and gin, 
mainly fromthe United Kingdom, recorded a slight decrease.· The fall in the 
imports of spirits in drug form is attributable to the boycott of foreign, especial
ly British, ·spirituous preparations and. to the greater use of Indian made 
me<licines. Imports of perfumed spirits al:::o declii1ed. Methylated spirit 
~hown as imported was rectified spirit re-ceived from Java. and denatured at 
this port on arrival. The considerable rise in. imports is clue to an in
cwtsNllocal manufacture of varniRhes, polishes, etc. 

lJ' inrs.-The decline record<.'d under this head is mainly due to•·smaller 
. arriYa.ls of champagne and still red "Wines from France and the United 
Kingdom. 

22. Macltiitm-y and .Millwork.-The total value of imports under 
this head receded by Rs. 1·23 crore to Rs. 3·99 crores, the falling off 
heing shared by almost all important kinds of· machinery. except railway 
locomotives. Arrivals of electrical machinery fell away by Rs. 40• 3lakhs and 
tho~r of oil engines (other than locomotives) and textile machinery byRs. 23·11 
lakh~ and Rs. 21· 25 lakhs respectively, mainly owing to reduced supplies from 
the Unit(•d Kingdom. Decreases were also recorded under other sorts of 
machinery, oil cruRlting and refining machinery, sewing and knitting machinery 
and metal working machinery. Of the total imports, the share of the United 
Kingdom, by far the largest supplier, declined from 76·2 to 75·9 per cent. 
The Rhares of Germany and the United States of America, however, improved 
1 rom 8 · 8 to 9 · 8 per C<'nt., and from 6 • 9 to 7 ·1 per cent respectively. 

23. Matches.-0\\'ing to the increased production of Indian matches as a 
~esult. of a r~pid gro11 th in the number of match factories, the falling off in 
1m ports contmued and a further fall of GG,OOO gross of boxes in quantity and 
of Hs. 89,000 in Yalut> "Was recordEd during the year under report. Of the 
total importf; amounting to 183,000 gross valued at Rs. 1·49 lakh, Sweden 
(h•spatched 181,000 pross Yalued at Rs. 1·46 lakh, thus improving her share 
from 81 to 98 p<'r cent. There were no imports of undipped splints,veneers and 
empty match boxes. 



24. Metals and Ores.-

l 1026·27. I --
Quan- Value. I tlty. 

lrunlnlum ~ 

B 

0 

rass 

oppcr 

.. 
.. 
.. 

•• Cwt. 40,302 

.. .. 277,072 

.. 
" 

1110,071 

Gcr~" '"'"' """""''" " I "·"' nickel •Hver). ---

10n and Stc~l-
.Beams, channe1s, bll1ars, Tons 17,619 

p:inl_>rs and ridge 
wor.K. 

Dars other tlmu cast steel , &3,666 

D oops and Strips .. .. 15,891 

Shed• and plates-
56,722 Ualvnui•wd .. .. 

Tinned .. .. .. 7,204 

Not, galvaniscd or tinned, 19,191 

'J.'ubcs, piJl<'B and fittinge, , 7,00& 
wrought. 

OLh"r ~orts of iron and .. 48,118 
steel. 

•.rota! of ]ron and Steel , 2:lU,506 ---
Lead .. •• Cwt. 15,027 

Quicksilver .. •• Lb. 86,6:30 

Tin .. .. •• Cwt .• 10,5i2 

Zinc or •pel ter .. .. 82,232 

Rs. 
46,76,543 

1,34,64,803 

88,611,345 

9,&4,506 

19,33,79! 

60,18,651 

21,25,730 

1,36,27,447 

23,91,014 

28,95,156 

20,33,247 

92,06,096 

3,87,31,1:32 
-----

3,68,518 

2,48,10~ 

20,29,068 

7,80,481 

ldctah~ and ore~ uncnume- .. 5,808 

0 
4,07.548 

rat<d. 

Total •• Ton• ' 205.079 7.05.30,948 

1927·28. 

I 
Quan· Value. 
tlt.y. 

Rs. 

~.·~I 50,78,206 

273,380 1,26,64,083 ., .. .,I 74,97,804 

11,617 9,83,848 

30,113 30,87,366 

61,240 59,00,206 

14,787 19,94,231 

80,677 1,74,10,100 

7,305 23,94,754 

25,281 32,28,440 

@,823 22,00,455 

56,070 1,06,99,992 

284.2~6 4,69,04,553 

1:3,777 3,01,357 

62,310 2,16,042 

16,810 31,83,582 

50,965 10,28,815 

5,2H 4,06,181 

~13,785 7,{n~tsz.atn 

1028·29. 10211-80. l 1080·81. lncuaee or df'crcase In 
11!30·31. 

Quan- Value. Qnan· Value. Qnan• Value. Quantity. Value. tity. tlty. tlty. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 64,772 63,85,4117 65,868 &3,01,648 47,0114 36,M,467 -18,764 -17,46,191 
265,568 1,31,03,815 1811,389 118,47,462 185,174 76,83,002 -4,216 -21,84,4i0 

151,876 79,42,029 81,696 60,76,110 120,871 67,05,444 +88,676 +6,29,826 
18,250 16,15,209 14,007 11,7'3,253 9,a85 7,88,869 -.422 -3,84,884 

·-----·---------
30,806 85,20,699 24,824 25,10,619 19,757 18,56,276 -6,087 -6,63,344 

49,767 65,87,510 55,088 68,47,213 22,776 21,411,461 -32,3!2 -36,97,762 

16,977 25,32,844 I 18,106 24,82,975 H,SIJ4 18,88,602 -8,212 -6,04,378 

83,417 1,71,48,898 72,163 1,46,89,527 45,219 81,47,3111 -26,934 -65,42,136 

5,674 17,91,8271 9,355 29,62,603 5,263 16,119,636 -4,092 -12,62,967 

22,072 28 70 223 17,831 22,47,1ll2 9,479 12,87,31)5 -8,352 -9,60,517 ' . 
8,788 21,37,840 8,396 23,50,209 11,466 26,23,515 +1,070 +2,7S,a06 

69,134 1,31,24,615 55,050 lt10,57 ,056 46,723 87,65,901 -8,327 -22,91,165 

286.625 4,87,23,465 260,803 4,41,57,1l4 173,677 2,84,18,166 -87,226 -1,67,88,1148 

l9,3o7 3,46,797 14,381 2,75,726 13,500 2,88,624 -872 -37,102 

112,810 3,98,870 68,651 ·2,68,8811 76,610 3,10,210 +7,11511 +41,821 

10,077 15,811,100 13,333 18,34,784 14,217 13,88,271 +884 -4,46,513 

33,i52 6,23,221 25,924 5,45,740 18,856 8,07,208 -7,060 -2,88,582 

4,239 3,37,359 7, 749 4,72,434 7,627 2,811,995 -122 -1,82,4311 

315,042 7,99,45,371 281,41;3 1 11,81J,63,169 1114,433 4 .~~:.~5,246 -Si,O:.!O -2,02,67,Dl3 
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Iron and Steel.-ln the year under report the iron and ~teel industry was 
particularly hit by the acute world depression. In spite of extraordinarily 
low prices, demanu was restricted by financial stringency. The condition of 
the British steel industry in particular was very unsatisfactory owing to keen 
Continental competition. The Indian steel industry suffered from a large 
reduction in the railway programme and in private construction, but on the 
whole it fared slightly better than the previous year. 

The total receipts from the United Kingdom fell further from 92,000 to 
47,000 toni! in quantity and from Rs. 1·85 crore to Rs. 95·42 lakhs in value 
and those from Belgium from 115,000 to 83,000 tons in quantity and from 
Rs. 1· 61 crore to Rs. 1·16 crore in value. Arrivals from Germany and 
Luxemburg also declined. Receipts from France, however, increased from 
8,500 to 10,200 tons in quantity and from Rs. 9·67lakhs toRs. 9·75lakhs in 
value. 

. . 

A comparison of imports of protected articles of iron and steel with those 
of the preceding year discloses a falling off under " galvanised sheets " from 
72,000 to 45,000 tons representing almost entirely reduced supplies from the 
United Kingdom. The decreases under "bars other than cast steel", " un
galvanised sheets " and " steel angle and tee " represent smaller receipts 
from all the principal supplying countries. Under " beams, channels, pillars, 
girders and bridge work" imports fell from 25,000 to 20,000 tons owing to 
smaller arrivals from Belgium and the United Kingdom and the fall under 
" tinned sheets " was entirely due to reduced supplies from the United King
dom. Imports of "rails, chairs and fishplates ", however, improved owing 
to increased arrivals from Belgium. 

Other metals.-Under brass, the principal article is mixed or yellow metal 
for sheathing receipts of which from the United Kingdom decreased from 
22,000 to 1,300 cwt. in quantity and from Rs.10· 63lakhs toRs. 61,000 in value. 
Arrivals from Japan also declined from 47,000 to 46,000 cwt. in quantity 
and from Rs. 25 • 48 lakhs to Rs. 20 · 77 lakhs in value. Receipts from Germany, 
however, advanced from 95,000 to 115,000 cwt. in quantity but receded from 
Rs. 48 ·11 Iakhs to Rs. 44 · 08 lakhs in value. Owing to the considerable fall 
in the price of copper, imports of copper sheets improved from 67,000 to 
105,000 cwt. in quantity and from Rs. 40·94lakhs toRs. 49·29la.khs in value. 
The United States of' America supplied 28,500 cwt. valued at Rs. 12•75 Iakhs 
as against none in the previous year. Arrivals from Germany and France also 
increased from 27,000 to 43,000 cwt. and 12,000 to 24,000 cwt. in quantity and 
from Rs. 16·66lakhs toRs. 20·98lakhs andRs. 7·42lakhs toRs. 10·79lakhs 
in value respectively. Receipts from the United Kingdom, on the other hand, 
declined from 16,000 to 3,000 cwt. in quantity and from Rs. 10•31 lakhs toRs. 
1·93 lakh in value and those from Japan from 5,170 to 220 cwt. in quantity 
and from Rs. 3·lllakhs toRs. 11,000 in value. The further fall under German 
silver represents smaller shipments from Austria, Germany and Italy. Imports 
of circles, the chief item under aluminium, receded owing to reduced ship
ments from France, the United Kingdom and Switzerland, although arrivals 
from the United States of America recorded a slight improvement. Owing to 
HlCofCB 
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increased arrivals from the Straits Settiements imports of tin advanced by 
884 cwt. in quantity but fell by Rs. 4·47 lakhs in value. 

25. Motor cars and motor cycles.-The motor car trade reacted severely 
and immediately to the combination of economic and political circumstances 
in the past year and the total value of the trade in motor cars, motor cycles, 
commercial vehicles and parts and accessories receded by Rs. 1· 45 crore to 
Rs. 2·04 crores. The imports of motor cars decreased from 8,728 to 5,203 in 
number and from Rs. 1· 75 crore to Rs. 98 · 95 lakhs in value. Arrivals from 
the United States of America decreased from 6,246 to 2,735 cars and those 
from the United Kingdom from 1,126 to 754 cars. The average declared value 
of British cars declined from Rs. 3,108 to Rs. 2,842. Italian and French 
shipments also declined from 446 and 156 cars to 287 and 124 cars respectively. 
Receipts from Canada, however, increased from 709 to 1,236 cars. Imports 
of motor cycles declined from 320 to 273, of which 252 were despatched by the 
United Kingdom. Imports of commercial vehicles also fell from 8,968 to 4,987 
in number and from Rs. 1·14 crore toRs. 65·12lakhs in value owing entirely 
to reduced shipments from the United States of America. Shipments from the 
United Kingdom dropped from 112 to 35. · 

A feature of considerable interest is the establishment by the Ford Motor 
Company of India in January last of an assembly plant in Bombay where cars 
imported in a knocked down condition are assembled before they are distribu· 
ted to dealers. 



26. Oils (mineral).-
I 

I 

lncrraee or decrease 

-- 1926-27. 1027·28. 1928-29 1929-30. 1930·31. In 
1030.31. 

---~-
-----.:::--- -----;;::-----;;:;::---1 

--------
I f'PO!d l'oRF.Wll CouN· GalF. Rs. Rs. Gals. ns. Gals. Rs. Gals. Rs. 

TK.n:s. 

Kerop.ene-

Uolt.cd SIAIR•f Bulk 
13,452,084 82,65,070 7,072,116 45,1H,933 .. .. 3,169,049 15,47,126 4,178,279 20,89,112 -l 1,008,630 +5,41,1186 

l Tins 212,682 2,13,054 592,078 5,30,749 205,305 1,85,578 824,032 6,58,620 2,047,500 14,40,703 +1,223,41!8 +7,82,083 

··{Bulk 
.. .. 6,424,255 20,32,295 11,980,538 45,45,518 12,772,658 65,29,374 3,517,084 17,97,980 -9,256,574 -47,31,394 

Persia 

I 
Tins .. .. 8 5 .. .. 41 46 1 1 -40 -45 

Georgia .. Bnlk .. .. 5,963,794 23,20,733 1n,842,711 65,81,152 12,669,951 62,03,564 10,634,034 53,11,044 -2,035,017 --8,02,520 

{Bulk 
i .. .. 13,000 13,338 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 

Sumatra 
•• Tins 5,740 5,810 .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. 

{Bulk 20 16 1,056,675 5,80,886 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . 
Unit.-,d King 

dom. Tins .. .. .. .. .. . . 20 10 110 87 +90 +77 

C<-lebP• and Bulk 43,1140 311,821 13,000 15,200 2,257,788 11,52,412 2,155,536 11,00,221 11,938,7411 60,93,736 +9,783,210 I +411,93,515 

ot.h•r IRlands. 
Stra i!Al Settle-{Bulk .. .. .. .. 18,000 ll,036 8,243,835 40,82,392 13,000 7,469 -8,230,836 --40,74,933 

m•nts (in· I 
ch1din~t Tins ~:0181 4,150 .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 
l.abuan). 

{Bulk .. .. .. .. 
I 

.. .. .. . . .. . . .. 
Oth~rcoun-

11 
tri"s Tins 1 3 2 .. . . 18 9 16 17 -2 +8 

{Bulk .......... I ........ , 21,442,840 
i 1,94,62,677 30,282,043 1,52,99,331 --8,729,686 95,14,385 ·26,094,087 1,12,00,118 39,011,629 -41,63,346 

Total, Kern-
5,30,7611 I 206,805 srnr. Tins 222,441 2,28,024 692,089 1,85,578 824,111 6,58,685 2,047,627 14,40,808 +1,223,516 +7,82,123 

Total .. 13,718,485 r~::;:-·,22.034,929 I,o0,45,141 !26,299,842jl,14,75,6c•3 89,835,740 2,01,21,362 32,829,670 1,67,40,139 -7,506,070 -33,81,2~3 



Oils (mineral) co11/inued. 

Clther sorta-

United Kingdom 

Germany 

.. {FueiOUs •• 

·-- Other sorts .. 

• • other sorts •• 

(Fuel Oils .. 
United Statk:s of America~ 

DotcbBomeo 

British Borneo 

l Other sorts .. 

• • Other sorts •• 

.. {FuelOils •• 

Other sorts •. 

Straits Settlements (In· 
{

FuelOils •• 

eluding Labuan), Other sorts •• 

•• {
Fuel Oils •• 

Persia •• 
Other sorts ,. 

Sumatra 
.. £Fuel Oils .. 

L Other sorts .. 

Other COUiltrles 
.. {Fue!Oils •. 

Other sorts , • 

~otal, Other sorts {
Fuel Oils •• 

· ' Other sorts •. 

20 

1926·27. 

Gals. 

313,075 

61i2,514 

3,533,207 

11,976 

8,713,740 

36,400 

133,084 

36,153,823 

2,097 

99,342 

91,113 

Rs. 

5,76,349 

4,72,651 

48,42,611 

12,925 

30,10,870 

7,153 

1,53,072 

72,46,186 

2,915 

19,650 

97,355 

1927·28. 

Gals. 

.. 
310,645 

,.,,,. I 
2,758,059 

24,271 I 
5,587,270 

.. 

.. 
131,899 

42,010,246 

I 
I 

Rs. 

.. 
5,80,954 

8,51,170 

.. 
35,47,731 

25,089 

19,11,590 

.. 

.. 
1,16,1951 

81,18,432 

.. I 
1,496,2so s,l4,9oo 1 

866,865 4, 74,066 ! 

.~~·'"' '· ;; ·"' 1 
--45-·,o-o-3,-30_5_, __ 1·-,o-2,-8-3~,"-,s-o_ 1 __ 4_D-,0-99-,i-06 ·~-~~ 

4,737,066 61,57,880 5,067,273 57,72,285 

Total .. _ _:,74o,ai1 I 1,64,41,639 s4,m,oa9 1,63,17,297 

Total (Foreign) .. _ _:::::~1~~9,60,57~ _::201,:_,_ 2,63,62,438 

From Burma-

Kerosene 29,936,777 1,48,14, 736 29,505,960 1,44,10,425 

other Mineral Oils 

Total (Burma) 

Grand Total 
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Increase or decrease 
1928-29. 1928·80. 1930·31. In 

1930·31, 

I - I 
Gals, Rs. Gals. Rs, Gals. Rs. I Gals. Rs. 

" " .. .. 58,489 10,575 +58,489 + 10,575 

316,421 5,99,238 513,603 8,86,462 391,491 6,72,157 -122,112 -2,14,305 

1,007,253 11,17,863 664,025 5,13,168 301,870 2,57,357 -362,155 -2,65,811 

.. .. .. .. 511,899 1,47,522 +511,899 +1,47,522 

2,038,557 36,11,858 4,040,370 43,53,327 2,8i3,038 33,83,755 -1,167,332 -10,19,572 

12,923 14,253 .. .. .. .. .. " 

4,004,490 10,26,780 4,044,299 8,15,277 8 372,228 16,97,427 -j-4,327,929 +8,82,150 

:107,161 1,67,979 .. .. I ~ .. " " " 

2,156,400 6,07,720 4,H7,659 8,28,225 62,8!)() 12,685 -4,084,769 -8,15,540 

90,7i9 93,289 187,848 1,24,752 722,573 4,14,050 +534,725 +2,89,298 

34,666,221 68,72,681 41,808,016 83,24,581 40,250,965 80,90,742 -1,557,051 -2,33,839 

.. .. .. .. 636 1,145 +636 +1,145 

.. .. .. .. .. " .. .. 

.. ,,, 566,175 3,71,553 .. " -666,175 -3,71,553 

.. " .. .. 21,987 5,072 +21,987 +5,072 

143,676 1,46,606 91,713 03,953 355,462 1,53,060 1 +263,749 +W,107 

- ---40,827,111 85,07,181 49,999,9U 99,68,0831 49,278,458 90,64,023 I -721,516 -4,060 

4,816,670 57,51,086 6,063,794 63,43,215 4,645,070 48,31,5241 -1,418,664 -16,11,691 - I 

1,47,95,5471 

I 

45,643,781 1,42,58,267 56,063,708 1,63,11,208 53,923,528 -2,140,180 -15,15,751 

- -
9,15,35,6861 71,043,123 2,57,33,963 95,899,448 3,64,32,680 86,253,198 -9,646,250 -48,96,974 

-· 
18,485,557 89,83,416 17,937,725 89,16,080 14,822,600 74,63,555 -3,115,125 -14,52,524 

15,956,435 1,48,30,937 20,708,164 2,00,23,652 17,259,121 1,63,27,952 -3,449,043 -36,95,700 

-
34,44l,UU2 2,38,14,353 38,645,889 2,89,39, 732 32,081,721 2,37,91,508 -6,564,168 -51,48,224 

-
106,:1l:l5,115 4,05,48,8161134,545,837 8,53,72,3921118,334,919 5,53,27,194 -16,210,418 -l,00,4.5,1D8 

By rea.son of the general trade depression and in spite of the competition 
of a newly established firm, imports of mineral oils from foreign countries fell 
by over 9! million gallons. The fall mainly represents reduced supplies of bulk 
kerosrne oil from Persia, the Straits Settlements and Georgia. Imports from 
Celebes and other Islands and the United States of America, however, advanced 
as a result of the competition of American oil companies. which is also respon
sible for the improvement in the imports of kerosene oil in tins. Arrivals of 
kerosene oil from Burma recorded a considerable fall. Imports of fuel oils 
decreased but slightly. Arrivals of foreign lubricating oils fell by 141,000 
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gallons in quantity and by Rs. 4· 55 lakhs in value owing to reduced supplies 
from the United States of Amercia and the United Kingdom. A consignment 
comprising 247,000 gallons valued at Rs. 62,000 of cheap axle oil was, however, 
imported from Celebes and other Islands. 

The supply of petrol from Burma declib.ed by 109,000 gallons to 2,453,000 
gallons. Only one consignment of foreign petrol consisting of 720,000 gallons 
valued at Rs. 4 · 05 lakhs was imported from the Straits Settlements during the 
year under report as against a total import amounting to nearly I} million 
gallons valued at Rs. 9 · 8 lakhs during the previous year. A consign
ment comprising 918,000 gallons valued at Rs. 5·16 lakhs, though intended 
for Bombay, was discharged at Madras owing to an accident to the vessel and 
after payment of duty was shipped to Bombay by another vessel. It has con
sequently been recorded in the coasting trade. 

27. Postal articles not specified.-F\ve specified articles, viz: (1) .gold and 
silver thread, (2) cinematograph films, (3) jewellery, (4) precious stones, and 
(5) cigarettes are included under the relative heads in the general imports and 
excluded from this head. The total value of postal articles not specified 
decreased from Rs. I· 84 crore to Rs. l· 58 crore of which the value of imports 
from the United Kingdom was Rs. 74·77lakhs as against Rs. 89·58 lakhs in 
the preceding year. The number of parcels assessed at this port also decreased 
from 223,756 to 203,013 and that of letter packets found to contain dutiable 
articles from 45,300 to 44,547. The duty collected on parcels declined from 
Rs. 26·85 lakhs to Rs. 23·22lakhs and that on letter packets from Rs. 9·73 
lakhs to Rs. 6·02 lakhs. The fall in duty in the latter case is due almost 
entirely to3maller arrivals of diamonds. 

28. Precious stones and pearls, unset.-In 'the year under report the trade 
in precious stones fmther declined from Rs. 46· 66 lakhs toRs. 29· 02 lakhs 
of which Rs. 28 lakhs represents diamonds. These were almost entirely 
supplied by Belgium whose share was valued at Rs. 26· 41 lakhs as against 
Rs. 39 · 83 lakhs in the previous year. Arrivals of pearls fell further from 
Rs. 23· 42 lakhs to Rs. 10· 9 lakhs owing to a fall in the importations from 
Bahrein Islands. The figures are symptomatic of the times. 

29. Sugar.-Excess of production over consumption and a large increase 
in the stocks held by producers in the chief sugar producing countries are res
ponsible for the depression in this industry throughout the world. Prices have 
consequently fallen to unrrecedentedly low levels and are now much below 
the cost of production. With a view to restrict world production, to limit 
exports and to segregate existing stocks where they are heavy, the Brw:sels 
Conference has adopted the so-called Chadbourne Plan. All the leading sugar 
producing countries except Russia have joined in this international agreement 
and Java has accordingly passed a law restricting her c·xports and produc
tion for the next five years. 

The spot price of Java, 23 Dutch standard and above, was Rs. 13-Q-0 at 
the beginning of the year and remained steady till the end of May. It showed 
an upward tendency and rose to the highest level of the year, viz., Rs. 13-9-0 
in July. Then a reaction set in, and by the end of November the lowest price 
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of the year, viz., Rs. 11-11-0, was reached. Thereafter quotations rose gradu
ally and at the end of the year the price stood at Rs. 12-9-6. 

The total imports of sugar into British India recorded a slight fall of 8,000 
tons but Bombay's receipts remained practically unchanged. Receipts of 
Java Eugar into Bombay advanced by nearly 26,000 tons due to Java prices 
being more favourable. Imports of beet sugar, on the other hand, recedEd by 
an equal quantity ovting to reduced 1>upplies from the United Kingdom, Hungary, 
France and Czechoslovakia. A significant feature is the entry of Russian 
sugar into the Indian market. Over 26,000 tons of this sugar were imported 
into Bombay during the last two months of the year and very la:tge quantities 
are expected during the current year. 



Details of Bombay's sugar trade during the last five years are exhibited below:-

Incroa.sc or dc-cr~l.Se 
Whence imported. 1926·2'7. 1927·28. 1928-29. 1929.30. 1930-31. in 

193'J-31. 

Tons. Rs. Tons. Rs. Tons. R•. Tons. Rs. Tons. Rs. Tons. I Rs. 
United States of America .. 935 1,99,939 52 14,641 16 4,108 .. 3 . . .. .. -3 

Germany .• .. .. 20,163 40,38,851 131 27,350 11 3,145 4,853 9,56,888 6,367 7,57,729 +514 -1,99,15J 

France .. .. .. 124 26,285 . . 16 .. 105 8,868 16,17,202 . . .. -8,868 -16,17,?02 

Italy .. .. .. 3,291 6,66,575 162 34,500 .. . . 25 4,008 .. .. -251 -4,008 

United Kingdom .. .. 3,551 7,15,393 66 34,176 3,393 6,96,054 21,004 39,96,158 181 47,765 -20,823 -39,4S,3J3 

Austria .. .. .. 9,627 19,02,753 337 66,480 .. . . 2:!6 45,020 .. . . -226 -45,020 

Netherlands .. .. 3,020 6,17,126 738 1,47,710 1,543 3,02,760 1,210 2,35,557 571 77,201 -639 -1,58,356 

Belgium •• .. .. 9,593 19,48,584 104 21,820 6 1,619 404 82,567 IS 3,833 -386 -78,734 

Hungary .. .. 8,486 17,02,703 1,553 3,63,990 1,602 3,19,950 16,909 30,86,899 1,60! 1,73,935 -15,305 -29,12,964 

Czechoslovakia .. .. ll,464 22,90,874 175 35,000 25 5,010 7,668 14,81,490 513 66,553 -7,055 -14,U,937 

11-Iauritius .. .. 83 21,203 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. 
Hong kong .. .. 2,212 5,02,696 2,ll3 4,86,012 1,389 3,37,536 1,825 4,16,682 3,218 fi,66,009 +1,393 +1.49,327 

Java .. .. .. 89,591 1,81,63,369 158,982 3,18,25,403 193,446 3,82,29,869 151,246 2.68,14,023 176,975 2,01,77,632 +25,729 -66,3G,3!1l 

Poland {incluiling Dantzig) •• 7,178 14,03,755 .. .. .. . . 124 16,225 186 22,237 +62 +6,012 

Russia .. .. .. 13,571 28,67,034 11,740 23,47,793 .. .. .. . . 26,312 28,08,138 +26,312 +28,08,133 

Other countries .. .. 275 77,880 244 57,397 339 72,915 1,332 2,63,731 2!a 53,033 -1,071 -2,l0,6!l8 

Total .. 183,054 3,71,45,020 176,397 3,54,62,288 201,770 3,99, 73,071 215,594 3,90,16,453 215,206 2,47,M,Ofi5 -338 -1,42,62,388 
----

Re-exports .. .. 6,369 16,03,094 15,453 44,20,954 4,008 11,07,623 5,371 113,60,131 2,510 5,38,72! -2,8Gl -8,21,407 

Exports in Coasting Trade 14,587 49,96,635 16,188 51,68,636 14,916 44,18,90:! 18,337 51,25,050 . ll,280 27,42,5261 ~ o-71 93 s·> -·'t 
(Fo~ign). 

-J. ,:) . -- . -,0-
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30. Tea.-Imports 'of foreign tea fell by 1,672,000 lb. to 4,454,000 lb. in 
quantity and by Rs. 4·72lakhs toRs. 30·94lakhs in value. Arrivals of black 
t€a from Java and Ceylon declined by 484,000 lb. and 418,000 lb. in quantity 
and by Rs. 3 · 54lakhs and Rs. 2 · 57lakhs in value to 450,000 lb. and 1,176,000 lb. 
in quantity and toRs. 2·02lakhsandRs. 8·55lakhs in value, respectively. 
Arrivals of green tea from China also fell by 912,000 lb. to 2,498,000 lb. in 
quantity but roEe by Rs. 32,000 to Rs. 17 · 95 lakhs in value. Imports of this 
variety from Ceylon, however, advanced by 110,000 lb. to 254,000 lb. in quan
t:ty and by Rs. 82,000 to Rs. 1· 851akh in value. Arrivals of tea from Calcutta 
receded by 1,29l,OOO'lb. to 6,149,000 lb. in quantity and by Rs. 17·24lakhe 
to Rs. 35 · 93 lakhs in value. 

Exports of Indian tea also decreased by 68,000 lb. to 486,000 lb. in quan
tity and by Rs. 1· 31lakh toRs. 4 · 4 lakhs in value mainly as a result of reduced 
shipments to Iraq and Other Native States in Arabia. 

31. Textiles.-A. Cotton, Raw.-Imports o£ foreign cotton rose from 24,000 
tons to 58,000 tons in quantity and from Rs. 3 · 41 crores to Rs. 6 · 32 crores 
in value. This substantial increase may be attributed firstly to the lower 
prices of Egyptian and American cotton and secondly to the lm.petus given 
by the boycott movement to the Indian mills who imported long-stapled 
varieties of the above-mentioned cotton for the spinning of yarn of finer counts. 
Imports from Egypt advanced from 511 tons to 20,730 tons in quantity and 
from Rs. 8lakhs toRs. 2·11 crores in value and those from the United States 
of America from 1,689 tons to 9,756 tons in quantity and from Rs. 19·58 lakhs 
to Rs. 83·15 lakhs in value. Kenya Colony despatched 22,622 tons valued at 
Rs. 2·87 crores as against 18,972 tons valued at Rs. 2·8 crores in the previous 
year. Of the 44,000 tons of African cotton, only 95 tons were re-shipped, the 
balance being apparently consumed by the Indian mills. 

ll. Cotton manufactures.-The following table shows the imp'orts into 
Bombay of grey, white and coloured piecegoods from foreign countries:-

- Grey. White. I Coloured. 

Yds. Rs. Yds. Rs. Yds. :Rs. 1921-1922 .. 116,661,599 4,13,06,348 49,902,453 2,21,61, 782 34,070,597 1,95,83,161 

I U22-l923 .. 133,695,789 4,81,50,073 61,869,714 2,45,51,239 73,791,552 4,07,63,617 
1923-1924 .. 126,540,153 4,51,36,17 4 87,408,458 3,48,83,238 136,320,483 7,04,99,938 
192HQ25 .. 131,303,058 4,60,05,339 115,467,755 --+;es, 78,160 143,849,755 7,01,32,2511 
1925-1926 .. 120,791,490 3,91,96,240 101,591,260 3, 79,90,670 131,295,896 5,82,45,017 
1926-\927 

::I 
97,301,035 2,71,28,991 95,823,588 3,52,03,958 13&,523,312 5,37,42,232 

1927-1928 139,400,504 3,44,04,630 112,946,276 3,64,23,898 176,904,824 6,13,93,338 
1928·1n9 .. 150,023,184 3,59,53,305 134,932,572 4,17,58,026 201,718,218 6,80,93,970 
1029-19:JO .. 192,213,017 4,34,18,512 102,477,733 3,12,29,5 72 189,826,05 7 6,78,74,76i 
mo-1931 .. 65,443,852 1,28,78,159 42,750,864 1,05, 74,212 66,903,270 1,90,25,&22 
Increue or dt>e- 126,769,163 -3,0:1,40,353 -59,726,869 -2,06,55,360 -122,922,787 -3,88,49,139 r~aeeln 1930-al. 

HrCofCB 



Cotton piece-goods.-The combination of political and economic causes 
which so greatly affected India's trade in general proved disastrous to the 
import trade in cotton piece~goods. The figures set out above are more elo
quent than words. The British textile industry was particularly affected ; 
on the top of the intensive boycott campaign, the fall in raw cotton prices and 
the depreciation of silver and keen Japanese competition still further militated 
against a revival. Imports from Japan were, however, not affected to the 
same extent as those from the United Kingdom on account of their cheapness. 
The total imports of foreign piece-goods declined by 65 per cent., in quantity 
and by 69 per cent., in value as compared with the figures of the previous year. 

The total value of imported piece-goods (including fents) fell from Rs. 14·05 
crores to Rs. 4 · 36 crores, towards which coloured goods contributed Rs. 1· 9 
crore, greys Rs. 1· 29 crore and whites Rs. 1· 06 crore. The largest decrease 
was under coloured goods, viz., Rs. 3 · 88 crores. Greys lost Rs. 3 · 05 crores and 
whites Rs. 2 · 06 crores. Imports of fents declined by Rs. 68 · 07 lakhs to 
Rs. 11· 7 4lakhs owing to smaller arrivals from the United States of America and 
the United Kingdom whose despatches fell in value from Rs. 49·951akhs to 
Rs. 8·28lakhs and from Rs. 28·77lakhs toRs. 3·01lakhs, respectively. The 
share of the United Kingdom in the total piece-goods trade declined from 57 to 
56 per cent., while that of Japan rose from 33 to 34 per cent. 

Under greys, the principal item is langeloth and shirtings, which were almost 
entirely supplied by Japan. Other important items are dhutis, saris and 
scarves and jaconets (including madapolams, etc.), the bulk of which were 
supplied by the United Kingdom. Imports of Japanese langeloth and shirt
ings declined from Rs. 2 · 82 crores to Rs. 1 crore and those of sheetings from 
Rs. 23·99 lakhs toRs. 4·94 lakhs. The share of Japan in greys improved 
from 76 to 85 per cent., while that of the United Kingdom dropped from 22 to 
nearly 14 per cent. 

Of the total imports of whites, supplies from the United Kingdom con
stituted 78 per cent., as against 89 per cent., in the previous year. The prin
cipal varieties are (1) mulls, (2) long-cloth and shirtings, (3) dhutis, saris and 
scarves, and (4) nainsooks, the bulk of which came from the United Kingdom. 

Of the total receipts of coloured piece-goods valued at Rs. 1· 9 crore, the 
United Kingdom was responsible for Rs. 1·43 crore and Japan for Rs. 27·72 
Jakhs. 

C. CoUon Yarn.-

United Kingdom. Japan. Other countries. 

- Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

(In (In (In (In (In (In 
thousands lakhs of thousands lakhs of thousands lnkhs of 

oflb.) rupees.) of lb.) rupees.) oflb.) rupees.) 

1926-27 .. 8,428 123 18,944 237 914 9 .. .. 
1927-28 7,060 108 13,378 187 8,189 76 .. .. .. 

5,613 63 1928-29 .. 9,6ll 139 5,373 95 .. .. 
126 3,824 42 1929-30 .. .. .. 7,533 103 7,890 

3,441 41 4,021 54 2,727 23 1930-31 .. .. .. 
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The fall in the imports of cotton yarn from 19! million lb. to nearly lOt 
million lb. in quantity and from Rs. 2 · 71 crores to Rs. 1·18 crore in value, 
which is chiefly attributable to the boycott movement, reflects reduced ship· 
ments both from the United Kingdom and Japan. The figures under" Other 
Countries " represent almost enthely the Chinese trade. Arrivals of twofold 
yarns from Japan decreased from nearly 7 million lb. to 3} million lb. in quan· 
tity and from Rs. 1·16 crore to Rs. 49· 82 lakhs \n value, while those from the 
United Kingdom from 3 million lb. to 2l million lb. in quantity and from 
Rs. 46 · 94 lakhs to Rs. 30 · 06 lakhs in value. Receipts of yarns of higher 
counts from Japan also declined from 1 million lb. to 398,000 lb. in quantity 
and from Rs. 9·95lakhs toRs. 3·7lakhs in value, while those from the United 
Kingdom from 4! million lb. to 1 million lb. in quantity and from Rs. 53·01 
lakhs to Rs. 10·84 lakhs in value. Imports of mercerised cotton yarn also 
fell from 5! million lb. to 2! million lb. in quantity and from Rs. 99·52lakhs 
toRs. 42·65lakhs in value. Japan's contribution to the trade in this line was 
nearly 98 per cent., the balance being supplied by the United Kingdom. In 
the table given below the production of yarn in the Bombay Presidency is 
compared with the imports from abroad. Although 86 per cent. of the produc
tion of the mills in the Bombay Presidency is of lower counts, the spinning of 
higher counts also shows a considerable improvement in the year under report. 

(The foJure& are shown in millions.) 

y a.m iro ported. Y a.m looally produced. 

- 1'~ .. Total 268. to 31s. and Total 26s.to 
308. upwards. yam. 308. upwards. yam. 

I 
Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. 

1926-1927 .. .. .. ·25 15·6· 28·28 66·61 30·41 612 
1927-1928 .. .. .. ·14 15·42 28·62 55·82 35·99 492 
1928-1929 .. .. . . ·12 9·31 20·60 44·47 34·01 330 
1029-1930 .. .. .. ·26 7·87 19·25 58·87 45·33 467 
1930-1931 .. .. .. ·03 3·17 10·19 64-08 67·70 476 

Imports of cotton yarn of lower counts were negligible. 

D. Silk, Raw and Manu(actured.-Imports of raw silk further declined 
from 1,299,000 lb. to 1,287,000 lb. in quantity and from Rs. 72·78 lakhs to 
Rs. 60· 57 lakhs in value. The fall may partly be attributable to the direct 
importation of raw silk by Madras and partly to the drop in the Chinese Ex· 
change and unsettled trade conditions. Receipts from China decreased from 
1,088,000 lb. to 961,000 lb. in quantity and from Rs. 62·48lakhs toRs. 47·48 
lakhs in value. Arrivals from Hong kong, on the other hand, advanced from 
137,000 lb. to 298,000 lb. in quantity and from Rs. 7 · 24 lakhs to Rs. 12 ·15 
lakhs in value. Imports of silk yarn, noils and warps further declined from 
1,413,000 lb. to 1,118,000 lb. in quantity and from Rs. 60· 94lakhs toRs. 43· 61 
lakhs in value. All the principal supplying countries except China despatched 
smaller supplies. Imports of piece-goods, the most important item in the 
group reacted immediately to the boycott and receded from 17! million yards 
to II! million yards in quantity and from Rs. 1· 77 crore to Rs. 89 · 97 lakhs in 
value. Receipts from Japan, China and other principal supplying countries 



decreased. Ar:dvals from Japan, the chief. source of supply, fell b:om 9! 
million yards to 4-l million yards in quantity and from Rs. 93 · 8 lakhs to 
Rs; 36 · 83 lakhs in value and those from China from over 7! million yards to 
nearly. 7! million yards in quantity and from Rs. 69·38 lakhs to Rs. 49·4f.:i 
lakhs in value. · Arrivals of silk mixtures declined from 2 million yards to 1 
million yards in quantity and from Rs. 25 · 07 lakhs to Rs. 10 · 31lakhs in value 
owing to reduced shipments qom all the principal supplying countries. 

E. Artificial Silk.-Heavy stocks as well as general political and economic 
conditions ca.used a further decline in the imports of artificial silk yarn from 
4l million lb. to 4! million lb. in quantity and from Rs. 60· 37lakhs toRs. 4 7 · 27 
lakhs in value. Arrivals from Italy, the chief supplier, advanced by 393,000 
lb. to 3 million lb. in quantity, but declined by Rs. 55,000 toRs. 34· 48 lakhs 
in value. Receipts from the United Kingdom declined by 180,000 lb. to 410,000 
lb. in quantity and by Rs. 3 · 4 lakhs to Rs. 4 · 6 lakhs in value. A noticeable 
feature was the tendency of the consumers to prefer inferior grades of yarns in 
order to enable them to compete with fancy goods produced by local mills as 
well as with cheap artificial silk Taffetas from Japan. Receipts of piece
goods of cotton and artificial silk also declined by over 12 million yards to 25 
million yards in quantity and by Rs. 97 · 92 lakhs to Rs. 1· 04 croJe in value 
owing to reduced supplies from all the supplying countries except Japan whos~ 
shipments increased by 1£ million yards to 18 million yards in quantity but 
fell off by Rs. 15 · 91 lakhs to Rs. 72 · 09 lakhs in value. This line was not so 
much 'affected by the boycott movement as cotton piece-goods by reason of 
fascinating designs and cheaper rates and also owing to the absence of competi
tion from local mills. 

F. Wool, Raw and Manufactured~-Imports of raw wool receded by 2i 
million lb. to 1! million lb. in quantity and by Rs. 21·23 lakhs toRs.8·37 
lakhs in value owing mainly to smaller receipts from Persia. Arrivals from the 
United Kingdom and Australia also declined. Receipts of yarn and knitting 
wool increased by 16,932lb. in. quantity but fell by Rs. 1·12 lakhs in value, 
reduced supplies. from Germany and the United Kingdom being more than 
counter-balanced by larger shipments from France and Poland. Imports 
of woollen piece-goods, the most important item in this group, further declined 
from 4t million ya1·ds to 2 million yard;; in quantity and from Rs. 1· 04 crorc 
toRs. 38·9lakhs in value, representing smaller despatches from the United 
Kingdom, Germany and all other supplying countries. The substa~tial fall 
of 2! million yard in quantity and of Rs. 65·38lakhs in value is attributable 
to the general trade depression and the falling off in prices. The share of the 
United Kingdom, the principal source of supply, in the total imports improved 
from 46 to 50 per cent. Of the other manufactures of wool, blankets showed 
a falling off owing entirely to smaller receipts from Italy. Receipts of carpets 
and shawls also declined. 



EXPORTS. 
FOREIGN l\IERCHANDISE. 

>'2. The following table shows the principal articles re-exported and their values for the last ten years:-

I 
Principal Articles. 1921-22. 1!122.23. 1923-24. l 1924-25. 1925-26. 

I 
1926-27. 1927-28.,1920-20.1 1929-30. 1930.31. 

I Total Value (in lakhs of 1,023·3 1,087·7 915·1 1 990·9 757·8 537·4 693·81 502·41 452·1 323·2 
rupees). 

I I 

I Hides and skins, raw .. 27·8 67·0 97·0 139·9 110·4 115·3 1!12·1 152·7 105·3 100·5 
2 Cotton Manufactures .. 336·2 315·0 243·4 219·3 131·9 97·3 107·7 71·9 63·4 45·5 
3 Metals and Ores .. 17·0 18·0 21·0 19·9 15·9 18·6 20·2 18·7 26·0 15·0 
4 Gums and Resins .. 23·7 20·8 19·2 16·2 16·0 17·2 25·2 33·7 28·8 14·5 
5 \\'ool Manufactures 26·8 29•4 47·8 40·2 53·4 44·2 48·4 39·8 23·1 ll·6 
6 :Machinery and 1\lillwork. 10·0 9·3 5·2 8·8 6·0 7·0 5·3 ·6·2 9·3 9·4 
7 Oils •• .. .. 5·9 ll·2 23·6 ll·7 17·3 19·5 11·4 9·2 ll·5 7·8 
8 Hardware .. .. 17·9 15·2 16·3 15·8 12·5 11·2 12·2 11·8 10·3 6·8 
9 Apparel .. .. 55·5 26·8 19·1 17·7 14·4 12·9 10·4 13·2 9·8 6·6 

10 Postal articles .. 23·1 10·9 10·4 11·71 11·8 10·4 9·0 8·6 9·6 5·8 
Il Sugar, 23 Dutch standard 101·8 168·6 64·3 62·8 30·5 16·0 44·2 11·1 13·6 5·4 

and above. 
12 Fruits and Vegetables •. 43·6 44·7 13·1 ll·1 13·0 9·3 14·3 10·1 7·6 5·1 
13 Coal and coke .• .. 13·1 19·7 12·7 12·9 9·5 7·7 10·5 6·1 8·2 4·8 
14 Spices . . • . 9·6 17·5 8·0 18·7 20·1 5·5 2·9 2·7 2·8 4·8 
15 Cotton Twist and Yarn .• 7·4 22·3 21·8 15·9 13·3 ll·4 14·4 4·2 5·8 4·0 
16 Fish .. .. 14·7 12·1 11·4 7·4 6·6 5·8 4·2 4·2 4·4 3·6 
17 Drugs and Medicines .. 9·2 7·6 5·8 3·9 3·3 3·3 2·5 2·3 3·1 3·2 
18 Coffee .. .. 7·2 8·1 7·1 2·3 2·2 3·4 2·3 2·5 5·2 2·7 
19 Glass and Glassware .. 14·7 10·4 7·7 7·8 5·9 3·9 3·9 3·3 2·9 1·8 
20 Cotton, raw .. 59·4 100·5 130·7 237·5 162·0 36·4 44·1 8·7 19·2 1·1 
21 Silk Manufactures .. 13·3 5·5 4·7 3·7 2·1 2·2 2·6 2·1 1·9 1·0 
%2 Leather .. .. 14·0 10·9 4·1 3·5 1•2 ·9 1·9 1·2 1·4 0·9 
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The destinatioDB of these re-exports are shown in the subjoined table :-
. 

1927-28.11928-29. 

Increa.se 

Countries. 1926-27. 
or 

1929-30. 1930-31. decrea.se 

I 
in 

1930-31. 

----·-
&. Rs. I &. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

(in lakhs). (in lakhs). (in lakhs). (in lakhs). (in lakhs). (in lakhs), 

1. United Kingdom .. .. 179·25 289·62 221-61 164-57 141·22 -23·35 

2. Arabia .. .. .. 57·04 84-61 58·17 49·81 28·07 -21•74 

3. Other European Countries .. 55·04 55·19 30·66 39·73 24-23 -15•50 

4.1raq .. .. .. 32·37 36·74 21-99 27-67 23·35 -4'32 

5. Persia .. .. . . 51·38 53-16 33·28 34·50 21·27 -13·23 

6. Ceylon .. .. .. 18·18 29·85 18·41 23·05 13-61 -9·« 

7. United States of America .. 15·89 14·31 21·61 13-38 11·41 -1·97 

8. Kenya Colony .. .. 15·16 16·27 16·35 11·91 8·05 -3·86 

9. Japan .. .. .. 25·79 17-32 13-99 20·00 8·03 -U·97 

10. Aden and Dependencies .. 13'42 14·75 7-54 6·09 5·41 -·68 

11. Hongkoug .. .. 8·95 10·76 9·32 9·71 5·01 -4·70 

12. Straits Settlements (including 9·63 6·67 5·32 4·77 4·90 +·13 
La.buan). 

13. Zanziba.r and Pemba .. '"I 8·10 6·50 8·« 3·87 -4·57 

14. Tanganyika Territory .. 5·97 6·38 6·53 5·99 3·81 -2·18 
I 

33. There was a very marked falling off in the entrepot trade of Bombay 
during the year under review, the value contracting by Rs. 1· 29 crore and 
falling toRs. 3·23 crores. Raw cotton accounted for Rs. 18lakhs of this fall 
by reason of consumption by the Indian mills of almost all the imported cotton. 
The decline of nearly Rs. 18lakhs in re-export of cotton manufactures is mainly 
due to reduced shipments of coloured and grey piece-goods. Many of the 
markets formerly served through Bombay are now directly served from Japan. 
The fall in the value of wool manufactures, mostly carpets and rugs from Persia, 
represents smaller demand from the United Kingdom and the decrease of 
Rs; · 4 · 81 lakhs under re-exports of raw hides and skins represents smaller 
demand from the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 



INDIAN PRODUCE AND l\IANUF ACTURES. 
34. In the following table the relative values of the more important articles of export are shown :-

I 

Increase or 
-- 1926-27. 1927-28. 1928-29. 1929-30. 1930-31. decrease 

I I 
in 1930-31. 

-
Ro. I Ro I Ro. I &.. I Ro. I Rs. 

(in lakhs}. 
1 Cotton, raw(including waste} .. 40,52,1!),295 31,04,78,193 47,54,94,754 43,99,50,690 34,17,16,344 -982·34 

2 Seeds .. .. .. .. 5,11,30,878 9,37,71,180 111,01,20,596 7,36,84,654 5,95,16,541 -141·68 

3 Cotton 1\Iauufactures .. .. 4,83,47,619 4,12,36,973 3,32, 79,365 2,72,52,505 1,84,21, 736 -88•31 

4 j C~tton Twist nod Yarn .. .. 3,06,22,308 1,84,33,336 1,92,85,870 1,87,97,997 1,54,22,288 -33•76 

5 Oil Cakes • • . . .. .. 90,21,898 1,43,34, 728 1,89,81,537 1,67,17,443 1,17,68,980 -49·48 

6 i Wool, Raw .. .. .. 1,58,91,700 1, 71,35,237 i 2,0!,30,359 2,03,63,425 1 ,05,26,862 -98•27 

71 Grain, Pulse and Flour .. . . 1,61,28,356 1, 75,62,868 2,11,69,666 1,54,62,002 1,03,92,119 -G0•70 

• I "''"'' nnd o~ .. .. .. 76,43,984 91,37,388 97,24,813 1,17,72,353 79,84,174 -37•88 

9 Postal Articles .. .. .. 1,06,61,281 1,13,41,866 1,03,50,888 89,35,017 69,17,480 -20•18 

10 Hides and Skins, Raw .. .. 72,49,231 81,29,029 1,21,70,997 1,07,22,099 65,25,437 -41•!?7 

11 Leather .. .. .. .. 82,32,217 1,14,09,642 1,03,86;507 94,62,401 58,86,460 -35·76 

12 l\Iyrobalans .. .. .. 39,52,138 52,93,448 32,17,688 43,!::9,973 42,56,874 -·73 

Ill Spices .. .. .. .. 53,42,327 69,54,142 48,43,627 55,81,342 41,58,223 -14.23 

Percentage of 
each item to 
total export-s of 

merchandise 
in 1930-31. 

64·45 

11·23 

3·47 

2·91 

2·22 

1·98 

1·96 

1·51 

1·30 

1·23 

1·11 

·80 

·78 

w -



Increase or 
Percentage •Jf 
each item tn 

-- 1926-27. W27-28. 1928-29. 1929-30. 1930-31. decrease total export" of 
in 1930-31. merchandi•e 

in 1930-31. 

--

I 
Rs. RR. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

(inlakhs). 
14 Oils .. .. .. .. 26,67,091 32,38,668 46,10,785 : 37,77,277 26,91,682 _}(1•86 ·51 

15 Tobacco .. .. .. .. 24,40,246 34,68,138 35,29,003 20,49,250 25,14,892 +4•66 ·47 

16 Wool Manufactures .. .. .. 31,94,887 40,84,874 47,11,490 40,04,347 21,70,335 -18•34 ·41 

17 Wood and Timber .. .. .. 14,89,874 19,20,475 22,43,330 22,99,130 19,24,960 -3·74 5~6 

18 Gums and Resins .. .. .. 10,65,625 16,62,213 17,37,818 18,89,418 16,28,680 -2·61 ·:H 

19 Provisions and Oilman's Stores .. 15,04,708 16,11,606 17,85,570 16,76,076 13,60,462 -3·16 ·26 

20 Dyeing and tanning substances except 11,93,511 10,40,318 11,82,225 11,50,769 12,65,411 +1•15 ·2i 
Myrobalans. 

21 Fruits and Vegetables .. .. 20,46,094 23,29,672 20,34,472 17,93,942 12,63,680 -5·30 ·2! 

22 Hemp, Raw .. .. .. 18,58,056 22,00,600 16,38,341 18,58,387 9,55,697 -9·02 ·I~ 

23 Manures .. .. .. .. 10,90,843 14,10,697 9,92,308 11,34,379 6,82,851 -4·51 I ·i:-! 

24 Other articles .. .. 1,41,66,943 1,41,83,767 1,30,53,010 1,24,33,397 1,02,61,565 -21-72 i ··(!4 

Total, l!Ierchandise .. 65,21,61,110 60,23,69,058 87,69,84,019 69,70,88,273 53,02,13,733 -1,668•741 100·00 
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35. In the year under review, exports of Indian produce and manufactures 
further declined by nearly Rs. 17 crores to Rs. 53 crores. This is attribut· 
able chiefly to the world depression in trade and the slump in commodity 
prices. All the principal articles of export except tobacco have contributed 
to the fall and in particular raw cotton, seeds, raw wool, cotton manufactures, 
grain, pulse and flour, oil cakes, raw hides and skins, metals and ores, leather and 
cotton twist and yarn which represent 92 per cent., of the total export trade. 
The more important articles will be dealt with separately in subsequent para
graphs and, of the rest, the following call for comment. The fall in the value 
of oil cakes represents smaller demand for linseed cake from the Netherlands, 
the United Kingdom and Germany and for groundnut cake from the Nether
lands and Belgium. Shipments of the latter to the United Kingdom and 
Ceylon advanced both in quantity and value and those to Germany improved 
in quantity but declined in value. Exports of myrobalans increased in quantity 
but fell away in value. Despatches to the United Kingdom improved while 
those to the United States of America and France decreased. The decline in 
the shipments of spices is accounted for by smaller takings of pepper by all 
the principal buying countries except Persia and of cardamoms by the United 
Kingdom, the United States of America and Germany despite larger demand 
from Other Native States in Arabia. The increase under tobacco represents 
larger shipments of unmanufactured tobacco to Aden and Dependencies. 

36. Grain, Pulse and Fwur.-Wheat, wheat-flour, jawar and bajra, pulse 
and rice are the most important items under this head. The fall of Rs. 50·7 
lakhs is partly attributable to general depression and financialstringencyand 
partly to the competition of supplies from elsewhere, e.g., ofricefromJapan 
and wheat and wheatflour from Australia and Iraq. The value of 
exports of jawar and bajra further decreased by Rs. 17 · 3 lakhs to Rs. 7 •15 
lakhs in consequence of reduced shipments to all buying countries. The fall 
of Rs. 12·65 lakhs under wheat-flour is accounted for by the smallerdemand 
from all buying countries f xcept Other Native States in Arabia whose takings 
increased by 197 tons in quantity but fell off by Rs. 1·6lakh in value. The 
decrease of Rs. 10 ·56 lakhs under pulse mainly represents reduced shipments 
of lentils. The value of exports of rice declined by Rs. 7 · 89 lakhs as a result 
of smaller takings by all buying countries except Bahrein Islands, Natal and 
Zanzibar and Pemba and the fall under wheat is chiefly • ccounted for by smaller 
uPmanu from Other Native States in Arabia. 

37. II ides and skins {Raw and Tanned).-Shipments under this head fell 
off by 1,397 tons in quantity and by Rs. 75·67lakhs in value. The American 
demand was noticeably poor. Exports of raw hides, though advanced by 
235 tons in quantity, declined by Rs. 2 · 69 lakhs in value. While Spain's 
takings were smaller, Germany and the Netherlands took larger quantities. 
The fall of 4::i9 tons in quantity and of Rs. 16·75lakhs in value under tanned 
hiues almost entirely represents reduced shipments to the United Kingdom. 
Exports of raw skins declined by 1,295 tons in quantity and by Rs. 39·65 
lakhs in value in consequence of restricted demand from the United States of 
Amaica. Exports of tanned or dressed skins declined by 223 tons in quan
tity and by Rs. 16· 95 lakhs in value owing entirely to smaller takings by the 
l:nited Kinguom. 
lllCofCB 
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38. Metals and Om.-The principal item under this head is manganese 
ore. Exports of this ore from the whole of British India receded from 816,000 
tons to 486,000 tons in the year under review. Shipments from Bengal de
clined by 205,000 tons, from Bombay by 111,000 tons and from Madras by 
14,000 1ons. The fall in the exports from Bombay is mainly due to reduced 
shipments to the United Kingdom which took 61,000 tons as against 136,000 
tons in the previous year. Shipments to Belgium also declined from 48,000 
tons to 25,000 tons and to the Netherlands from 27,000 tons to 5,500 tons. 
Japan took only 208 tons as against 7,300 t.ons, while New South Wales took 
none as 11gainst 4,100 tons, in the previous year. On the other hand, ship
ments to France amounted to 132,000 tons as against 119,000 tons in the pre
vious year. 

39. Seed.s.-Oilseeds rank next in importance to raw cotton in the export 
trade of Bombay. The prevailing world conditions and the consequent lack of 
purchasing power are mainly responsible for the continued depression in this 
trade. Over-production of oil seeds, especially groundnuts-severe competi
tion of China owing to the decline in silver, large stocks of oils in the world's 
markets and the control of purchase of raw produce by a syndicate in Europe 
are some of the other factors which have contributed to the fall in prices. 
This accounts for the comparatively heavy fall of Rs. I· 42 crore under this 
head though the quantity shipped was less by only 2,700 tons. The substan
tial fall of Rs. 68 lakhs in value under groundnuts despite larger shipments by 
13,000 tons, is mainly attributable to the keen competition of China and Africa 
and also to the enormous supply of whale oil at comparatively low rates, 
which affected buying of oil-seeds. Italy, the Netherlands and France 
took increased supplies, while Germany, Austria and Belgium reduced their 
purchases. Owing to a shortage of supplies in other producing countries and 
favourable prices there was a demand for larger quantities of linseed from the 
Netherlands, France and Italy, despite reduced shipments to the United 
Kingdom and Belgium. Smaller demand from all the principal buying coun
tries except Italy and Spain accounts for the decrease under castor seed, while 
the fall in the exports of cotton seed and rape seed entirely represents smaller 
shipments to the United Kingdom. Lack of demand from the United Kingdom, 
the Netherlands and other continental countries resulted in the heavy fall in 
the shipments of sesamum. 
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I I 
Suda. 1P26-27. . 1927-28. 1928-20. 1920-30 • HIS0-81. I Inorea.e or decrease ill 

1980-81. 

I I I ToO•·[· I Ton1 Ra. Tons. Rs. Tons. Rs, i Tons. Rs. Rs. 

1 

Tons. :Re. 

Rap# ,ut~,--
I 

dermany .. .. 5 1,260 . . .. 200 

"·'"' I 

.. -· .. I .. i .. .. 
France 230 49,006 460 231 12 I I 

-2Hl -49,380 .. .. .. .. 1,01,812 54,130 4,750 i 

N etherlanda .. .. .. .. 250 52,500 100 22,000 
i, . . .. .. .. .. I . . 

Italy •• .. .. 691 1,37,918 1,228 2,71,755 3,523 7,89,476 ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. 
I 

United lOng<tom .. 2,675 6,33,536 631 1,16,311 2,735 6,07,304 ; 1,135 2,54,284 n 13,731 j -1,064 -2,40,503 

Spain .. .. .. .. 000 2,23,044 450 1,01,125 1 .. .. .. .. I .. .. 
5331 

I 

Other countrlea .. 415 1,52,173 519 1,74,023 710 1,96,434 I 1,55,091 751 1,91,736 : +218 +36,6~5 

I I -
1,8991 Total .. 3,686 9,24,887 3,658 8,86,639 8,168 18,64,651 ! 4,63,455 834. 2,10,217 I -1,065 -2,53,238 

-
(.,'olttm•U(/,--

I 
I ! 

United Kingdom .. 35,549 31,80,616 129,845 1,21,44,405 114,234 1,17,16,200 ; 54,554 51,43,807 40,538 21,82.714 -14,016 -29,61,092 

"Egypt .. 7,000 5,52,500 .. .. 8,700 7,18,745 i .. .. .. .. i .. .. 
Other countries 237 0,399 3,501 :1,51,208 2,203 2,71,5171 815 52,300 287 48,530 1 -28 -3.770 

Total .. ,2,786 37,74,615 133,3i6 1,24,91\,613 125,137 1,27,o6,462 1 54,869 51,96,107 '"·"'I "·''·'" 1 

-H,OH -29,64,863 ---- --------
OIUIM•ud- I 

United Kingdom .. 19,112 37,33,020 25,2tJfJ 51,63,636 23,327 47,82,114 17,955 36,92,114 11,4181 18,1l,l!07 I -6,537 -18,20,807 

United States of America 8,951 18,04,704 30,200 M,57,828 13,726 27,72,.206 14,824 29,50,984 11,411 i 17,87,8321 -3,413 -11,63,152 

France .. .. 13,850 26,33,649 15,057 31,21,1W8 14,584 30,26,224 15,502 32,42,913 13,173 21,94,835 ' . -2,329 -8,18,07~ 

Belgium .. 8,845 7,70,695 7,545 15,58,902 6,646 13,87,8&5 2,54!) 5,59,545 6~9 1,0P,H78 I -1,900 -4,49,t<67 

Jtaly •• 6,246 13,03,544 9,253 
I 

+46:1 -1,:2itGS~ .. .. 8,825 19,40,669 18,72,254 6,033 12,81,283 6,496 11,53,3Ul I 
flnain .. .. 1,725 3,30,656 2,000 4,0.'i,P37 2,175 ' 4,33,280 2,650 5,24,187 3,250 5,~4,987 I +600 +800 



Germany .. .. 1,600 3,07,5781 .. ~,I 3,44,2!15 1,1391 2,25,902 9741 2,01,8171 6621 
1,18,0;;1 -812 -:'8,166 
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! 
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I ! OroundnuU-
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I 
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40. Textiles-A. Cotton, Raw.-India has been hard hit by the slump in 
commodity prices and of all the agricultural products of this Presidency, 
cotton is the worst sufferer. Prices of cotton showed a steady downward 
trend all the world over but for a slight revival during the last three months of 
the year. In sympathy with American cotton and owing to unsettled political 
conditions, prices of Indian cotton experienced a remarkable fall of about 20 
to 25 per cent., during the first nine months of the year, though the subsequent 
three months have indicated an improvement owing to smaller stocks and the 
improved political situation. In spite of the tendency of the people to buy 
Indian made goods, the consumption of Indian cotton in local mills showed no 
improvement mainly owing to larger consumption of imported cotton. The 
American crop for the season 1930-31 is estimated to be 14,243,000 bales of 
500 lbs. each, equivalent to 17,804,000 Indian bales of 400 lb. each. This figure 
is lower than the previous year's figure by 845,000 bales. The Indian crop of 
1930-31 is estimated to be 4,820,000 bales as against 5,260,000 bales of the 
previous year. 

The Liverpool spot quotation for middling American which stood at 8 ·57 d. 
at the end of March 1930 steadily dropped to 7 ·57 d. at the end of June and, 
with slight fluctuations, reached 5 · 10d. at the end of September. In October 
it recovered a little, but again weakened, and on 15th December touched the 
lowest point of the year, viz., 5 ·12d. Thereafter, it showed a slight upward 
tendency, rose. to 6 ·15d. at the beginning of March, but again declined and 
stood at 5 · 83d. at the end of the year. Indian cotton prices also steadily 
declined for the first nine months of the year and in the middle of December 
registered the lowest price (Rs. 172) ever reached for many years past. During 
the subsequent three months, they showed a steadily rising tendency. By 
reason of its cheapness, there was a growing demand for Indian cotton, in 
consequence of which exports from Bombay recorded an increase of nearly 
9,000 tons in quantity, though owing to falling prices, they fell off by nearly 
Rs.IO crores in value. Japan, China, Germany and Spain took larger quantities, 
while Belgium, the United States of America and Italy reduced their takings. 
Stocks in Bombay at the end of March 1931 amounted to 953,000 bales as 
compared with 1,287,000 bales at the end of the previous year. 



The actual figures of exports to different countries are given in the subjoined table. 

I 
Cotton, raw, Including wast.e.l 1926-27. 1927-28. 1928-29. 1929-30. 1930-Sl. Incrf'a.~-e or dt>crca~te 

In 19~0-31. 

Ton~. Rs. I Ton~. Rs. Tons. Us. Tons. R•. Tons. ! Rs. Ton~. Rs. 
United Kingdom 6,5J.l 5t,os.o95 I 12,616 1,2o,aa,977 ! 17,371 1,52,37,127 18,008 1,56,47,~28 16,806 ! 1,00,88,0 l7 -1,20:! -55,50,ts1 t 

Germany 10,757 18,712 1,78,74,165 ! 24,948 : 2,'l3,51,205 24,088 
I 

1,83,09,4li) +4,760 -23,691585 91,12,339 I 2,06, 79,000 28,848 i 

Netherlands 2,271 15,21,685 2,198 17,15,089 i 8,585 : 30,89,069 4,974 35,93,559 4,538 27,69,541:1 -436 --8~24,01.0 

~t'lglum 16,9;;1 ~rs2,os,948 I 26,672 2,63,23,385 I 44,665 4,26,45,019 42,581 3,85,56,083 25,584 i 1,74,26,174 -16,997 -2,11,29,909 

2,28,81,3931 
I 

France •• 13,804 1,38,00,438 22,505 28,148 2,1o,n,2s5 I 30,633 2,65,4(),504 29,734 . 1,93,39,722 1 -899 -72,05t78~ 

8Jl"ID 4,444 40,82,318 3,738 37,30,648 1 6,366 62,40,771 I 7,479 67,9i>,980 10,883 I 74,41,425 ! +3,404 +6,-l.)t4"5 
I 

Crylon •• 655 8,07,885 902 10,73,462 792 8,so,12s 1 412 4,12,190 I 384 1 4,oa,as2 1 -28 -8,828 

I!Jily 33,5H i I -1,07,12,9<11 24,872 2,39,80,901 27,0111 2,74,52,519 311,038 3t77t08,155 36,364 3,21, 70,117 2,14,!\7,1:38 i -2,820 

A.ust.rfa •• 1!'1~ 2,0tl,700 38 3~,100 118 1,03,200 i -118 -1,03,:!00 c,., 
~ 

Chin& .. 46,160 6,37,07,1195 17,6611 1,78,19,076 61,777 6,30,119,1132 69,964 6,68,67,663 79,225 5,86,74,034 i +11,261 -81,11:!,629 

Japan .. 253,697 27t35,76,789 173,457 17,40,26,051 246,757 24,97,41,2641227,132 I 21,68,48,os8 ,2411,o1s 1 l8,22,M,7961 +21,883 I -3,45,.S4,:!~·U 
Indo-China (Including Cochln I I 

China., t~n.ntbodia, Annam, I I I I 

Tonkin and French leased I 

terrltorlrs In China) 3,132 30,58,100 4,366 40,59,250 1,632 16,;;2,600 3,203 26,14,450 884 I 4,84,7251 -2,319 -tl,:!9,7~.; 

Unlt.rd Sf.nt..s of America r-i4 
Atlantic Coast 1,191 5,50,345 1,739 '·"·'" I .. ,.. "·'"·'"' "·"' 82,48,805 4,084 : 20,98,790 -6,234 i -6l,GO,Ol.5 

Other countries .. 792 6,10,757 799 5,25,368 804 5,05,012 1,351 8,68,223 1 1, 76a i 11,eo,197 i +412: +91,1l74 

Total 385,459 40,.52, 19J295 312,382 s1,o4,78,los 4711,sos I 47,s4,94,7a7j 476,645 43,99,50,690 t 485,292134,17,16,344 "! +8,647 ; -9,1>c',34,346 



B. Cotton Manufactures.-The following table exhibits the export trade in Indian piecegoods during the past five years :-

1 

I 
1926·27 1927-28. 1928-29. 19:!9·30. 1930-31. I Incr-ease or decrea.OJe 

in 1930-31. 

-- __ j ________ 

Grey- \ 

I 

Yds. 
1 

Ro. Yda. Rs. Yds. R;. Yds. I Ro. Yds. Its. Yds. Rs. 

93,9131 
I 

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 435,546 1,150,956 2,29,143 1,359,397 3,07,418 1o,s6,t68 1 2,24,385 499,050 95,770 -61>7,118 -1,28,615 
I 

Aden and Dependen- 2,0<10,210 5,14,2181 1,321,617 3,29,691> 2,324,208 5,74,277 1,560,680 ! 416,733 1,708,764: 3,46,416 +148,084 -70,317 

cles. 
632,040 2,34,492 229,490 71,550 132,700 33.080 158,900 I 44,540, 38,530 11,400 -120,370 -33,140 Bahrein Islands 

I 
Maurlth•• and Depen· 448,450 1,99,710 i 672,610 i 1,66,910 2-12,620 1,01,275 177,980 60,505 54,175 13,520 -123,805 -46,985 

dencies. 
5,13,306 i 1,19<!,20-1 1 Zanzibar and Pemba I 1,527,227 ! 1,456,320 4,73,906 1,152,858 3,31,584 3,50,026 641,310 1,94,929 -552,894 -1,55,097 

Iraq •• 882,848 .... ~I 336,300 58,068 94,048 13,725 425,~21 i 1,03,4U7 131,31l9 25.8~7:S -294,522 -77,659 

Other Nat.lve States 309,740 1,26,589 178,405 61,700 230,880 68,450 3-!3,185 \ 1,23,:>43 132,270 i 33.,:l97 -2!0,915 -90,146 
in Arabia. , 

2,497,185 8,55,620 : 2,067,028 6,95,102 1,679,105 5,74,623 2,282,801 0,94,853 959,134 2,87,1)11 -1,32:.1,667 ~ Kenya llolony (for- -4,06,942 
merlg known as 

I 
0 

East African Pro- I 
teetoratc). 

Egyrt 87:!,270 2,24,430J 1,310,262 3,11},000 589,300 1,53,515 779,800 1,62,570 474.300 8:1,9:!0 -205,500 -7,650 

Port,nguese East 2,82S,655 8,24,411 4,517,775 13,73,531 2,220,720 7,00,031 2,366,900 6,61.5:!5 2,205,450 6,31,552 -161,450 -29,97:> 
Africa. 

910,10:> 278,070 176,680 244,699 64,81" 1 ItAlian East Africa •• 2,00,84;; 70,425 47,502 158,9!7 31,186 -85,752 -33,629 

Tanganyika Territmy 3,134,920 9,72,097 1,866,910 5,73,473 2,816,417 9,61,304 2,148,190 6,!>2,901 i 1,748,220 5,73,440 -399,970 -1,19,461 

Siam 49,598 21,227 162,515 59,350 492,350 1,44,390 133,140 3:3,020 l 43,210 18,6&0 -89,930 -14,370 
I 

Persia 711,886 2,51,327 289,092 92,802 61,976 27.95-J. 171,920 46,686 
I 

143,200 38,171 -28,720 -8,515 

Otner countries 2,015,756 5,50,911 1,593,600 4,51,109 2,148,454 6,73,305 1,524,83~ 4,61J429 It 633,924 1,83,876 -890,910 -2,77,553 

Total, Grey I 19,3:13,436 57,8:l,896 17,430,950 50,25,764 15,721,713 IW2,433 14,469,:322 41,41,028 I 9,57I,88:l 2;;,611,976 -4,897,439 -15,71,0::.2 

White --I 1,110,937 3,19,971 1,036,518 3,80,356 1,063,969 3,53,756 673,631 2,47~72j 244,687 1 89,492 -'-428,1)44 -1,58,233 

Coloured, Printed or 

1,835,39! 1 Dved- I 2.27!1,661 1 Aden and Dcpendeo- 4,373,317 15,26,482 4,2ll,799 13,49,117 2,966,684 9,38;055 7,21,36~ 4,48,708 -943,267 -2,72,65! 
oleo. 

Bahrein Islands , • 4,330,654 20,09,993 4,918,102 20,35,5Z7 5,2a9,558 18,10,598 3,936,076 14,15,0Ul 2,385fi50 ; 8,82,070 -1,550,326 -5,33,021 



(;oylon 2,531,641 14,55,747 2,408,162 I l1,1,,U8 613,958 2,4-6,no3 515,010 2,06,170 466,18!1 1,52,2~3 -48,8:!1 -53,887 
Nal.al 1151,928 4,05,935 683,100 ! 3,31,6~8 573,031 2,37,M'l 351,442 145,210 69,952 33,260 -281,4g() -1,11,9~0 

l'npt 2,027,339 1 6,41,721 1,132,008 3,89,657 53,060 16,059 51,340 21,~SO 211,2il0 8,::00 -22,000 -1:1,0:'}() 
Kenya Colony (for· 

~~~!o~~~~~t!;_aatj 
6,S56,332 ' 111,18,814 6,589,173 17,37,i82 6,U0,80U t7,06,09B 5,551l,ll01 14,96,41!0 4,036,131 8,66,862 -1,52~.170 --62~,628 

rat<•). ~ -321,001 ZAnzibar and Pcmba 3,312,477 10,05,995 3,445,i86 9,56,374 2,4G0,49r. 6,12,195 3,566,204 8,56,247 2,408,428 &,35,246 -1,067,776 

Anglo-Egyptian Sndnn, 1,498,105 5,10,341 2,5~4,084 7,88,:134 2,21)6,1 i2 6,83,418 1,673,495 5,17,954 1,699,660 4,86,223 +26,165 -31,731 

Iraq •• ··/ 37,332,882 I t,os,o9,44 7 23,633,610 71,33,278 18,5U5,08ti 57,29,631} 12,469,298 37,11,211> 8,7&6,565 29,04,510 -3,712,733 -8,06,705 

Muskat l'crrltory and :.!,5!13,0~2 i 11,84,10:> 2,273,1r.? 7,39,R70 3,1U0,4~A 10,08,343 2,542,835 7,63,238 1,86;;,16:1 5,02,331 -077,672 -1!,60,907 
'l'rudn.l Omau. -7,17,904. 

OLh~r Nntivc Mtatea 4,217,294 j 17,06,070 3,294,'~!1(1 12,58,007 3,877,403 13,41,113 4,842,683 15,51,129 2,532,640 8,33,225 - 2,310,043 
In Arabla. -10,18,203 l:'crsla 36,742,872 1,07,26,988 27,787,346 78,85,7!4 2~,282,733 62,4~,921 18,373,621 43,54,6111 13,098,5411 33,36,418 -5,275,072 

Slam 
I 

1,!!47,280 -:!,00,814 .. .. 1,667,330 i 9,88,106 1,720,110 11,48,360 1,841,002 12,52,974 1,1J43,818 10,98,169 8,97,305 -696,533 

Portugm·se East At rica 7,447,737 i 18,65,060 5,034,7tll. 15)10,!22 6,311,102 12,26,224 5,:164,1190 11,40,445 4,366,501 9,~6,935 -008,489 
-2,13,610 

T!Lnganylkn Territory 6,306,494 ' 15,85,332 9,2;0,458 22,81!,246 9,068,052 22,01,615 9,030,907 10,00,380 8,872,665 14,88,063 -658,242 -4,12,317 

Glbcr countries 8,224,430 i 31,i59,891 6,652,408 2~,45,675 3,080,343 13,93,686 3,832,227 14,35,1184 1,944,588 6,!13,183 -1,887,6"1! 
-7,72,801 

Total, Coloured .. 1211,603,81!3 ' 4,06,01,017 106,528,363 3,~!5,14,039 89,070,878 2,66,47,522 76,332,1103 2, ta,:u, u5a 54.700,7:15 1,4U,04 1870 :-!!lt627,168 -63,70,0~3 ----
""" Tot&, Piece-goods /t41l,ll48,266 I 4,67,04,884 124,995,831 3,!:!9,20,15!J 106,756,560 3,17 tl3, 711 91,«5,856 2,57,23,706 64,52~,305 1,76,24,338j-zo,953,5ul -80,99,36!! ...... 

lilUoWB 



Indian mills could not reap the full benefits of the Cottton Textile 
Industry (Protection) Act, 1930, owing to the troubled political situation 
and consequent dislocation of trade. The Swadeshi movement, however, 
to some extent helped the industry during a period o£ great difficulty. Condi
tions have improved during recent months and the outlook for the future 
appears to be promising. 

During the year, the local production of cotton piece-goods recorded an 
advance of about 4: per cent., over the previous year's working, but owing to 
their cheapness, Japanese goods have successfully invaded some of the foreign 
markets hitherto served by India. Russian goods are also finding a market 
in Persia in preference to a certain class of goods usually supplied by India. 

The Gulf ports and East Africa are the principal markets for Indian 
cotton piece-goods. The total shipments during the year recorded a falling 
off of 27 million yards in quantity and of Rs. 81 lakhs in value, mainly com
prising reduced shipments of coloured piece-goods. Foreign competition 
was felt abroad as at home and all buying countries, especially Persia, Iraq 
and Other Native States in Arabia took reduced supplies. The decline under 
grey piece-goods represents reduced shipments 1o all 'lihe principal buying 
countries, especially Kenya Colony, Tanganyika Territory, Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan and Zanzibar and Pemba. 

The price of standard longcloth which stood at 13! annas at the end of 
March 1930 rose by a quarter of an anna in the middle of May and remained 
steady at 13! annas for about a month. It began declining again until the 
end of December when it reached 11! annas. It declined still further and 
reached 11! annas in the middle of January 1931. Showing an upward 
tendency, it rose to 11! annas at the end of February and to Ill annas in the 
middle of March at which figure it remained till the end of the year. 

Coloured piece-good~ constituted nearly 85 per cent., and grey 15 per 
cent., of the export trade, the changes in which are indicated more clearly in 
the following table :-

Expmts of piecegoods (in lakhs of yards). 
-

Grey. Coloured. 

-
Indian. Foreign. Indian. Foreign. 

-
1921·22 .. .. .. 238 4119 1,024 109 
1922·23 .. .. .. 305 512 898 126 
1923-24 .. .. .. 330 404 920 107 
1924-25 .. .. .. 437 317 984 119 
1925-26 .. .. .. 369 152 828 98 
1926-27 .. .. .. 193 112 1,29.) 97 
1927-28 .. .. .. 174 155 1,06.) 106 
1928·29 .. .. .. 157 67 900 106 
1929-30 .. .. .. 14..5 7g 763 92 
1930..31 .. .. .. 96 75 547 58 I 



C. Cotton yarn 

-
-

-nlted Kingdom 

•gypt .. .. 
rcnch Somal !land .. 

{; 

E 

F 

A 

H 

tkn and Dependencies 

ongkong .. .. 
taly .. .. 

T urkey, European .. 
lam .. .. 

r •rsla .. .. 
troll• Rettlemen!>~ In· 

eluding Labuan. 
raq .. .. 
yrla .. 

0 ther count.rles 

Tot.fll .. 

1{!21-!7. 

Lb. Rs. 

283,040 1,50,017 

5,018,050 39,82,764, 

121,800 1,14,060 

3,763,8011 32,44,106 

16,665,230 1,02,49,317 

47,200 28,293 

1114,960 1,33,087 

1,605,600 14,07,150 

4,41:!,300 42,21.387 

1,167,600 11,111,376 

1,035,196 7,54,881 

8,5118,632 28,42,603 

3,2111,208 23,75,177 

41,206,685 8,0t1,22,Sf·8 

·----

11127-28. 

Lb. Rs. 

355,1114 2,23,422 

1,835,670 36,81,098 

160,620 1,34,017 

8,809,150 80,52,507 

1!30,300 4,35,750 

112,150 62,349 

450,800 2,94,877 

1,622,646 14,34,3411 

3,304,270 25,90,633 

1,060,752 11,15,206 

1136,160 6,95,026 

1,932,400 14,64,171 

4,942,175 82,49,034 

124,152,18711,81,U,S361 

1928-29. 1929-30. lll3G-31. Incr<'ne or dt"cre&St' 
In lll:J0-31. 

Lb. ·1 Lb. Rs. Lb. Rs. Rs. Lb. Rs. 

260,323 1,58,067 154,880 85}471 212,893 O:l,221 +58,013 +7,750 

3,987,362 35,65,572 4,540,025 36,76,387 •3,867,925 25,95,016 -672,100 -10,81,371 

490,400 4,25,343 1186,100 6,12,976 893,600 6,03,947 +207,500 +llO,II72 

4,448,052 811,03,781 4,600,549 ~5,11,190 4,735,693 32,45,1112 +135,144 -2,65,11118 

1,886,508 12,03,307 772,800 5,49,600 880,000 4,20,938 +107,200 -1,28,662 

93,040 53,695 9,760 8,450 33,600 10,531 +23,840 +8,081 

210,000 1,42,366 1)4,000 1!9,405 157,600 60,931 +03,600 -8,564 

...... ,. I 15,25,350 1,697,500 14,03,287 1,576,800 12,35,491 -120,700 -1,67,796 

3,149,434 25,011,607 4,178,180 34,19,077 4,464,421 34,22,271 +286,241 +2,604 

1,123,054 11,19,5119 928,~60 8,40,827 515,766 1,59,005 -412,504 -3,80,922 

1,566,844 11,48,627 1,355,904 ll,70,275 1,136,421 6,43,917 -2111,483 -4,26,368 

1,1101,506 Hl,30,127 1,962,312 16,02,812 1,972,800 13,08,151 +10,488 -1,84,061 

2,1160,017 20,53,439 3,302,01111 22,47,551 2,318,515 13,56,777 -984,554 -8,90,774 

23,925,86811,92,86,870 \24,283,4311 11,87,97,9117 22,7G6,034 1,61,22,288 -I,6I7,4oo\-ss,75,7oo 
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The Bombay yarn market continued to be depressed in the year under 
report by reason of the general trade conditions. Exports, however, show 
only a slight reduction of about 7 per cent. This is attributable to the larger 
internal consumption of the local yarn by the Indian mills owing to smaller 
imports of foreign yarn and textiles. Secondly, prices of Indian yarns being 
comparatively higher than those of other foreign yarns there was a restricted 
demand from other consuming centres. The imposition of high tariff walls 
in consuming countries, especially Egypt, the absence of banking facilities in 
Persia which has considerably paralysed trade with that country and the 
supply of cheap Chinese and Japanese yarns to Aden and Abyssynian markets 
are other factors which have contributed to the unsatisfactory condition of 
this trade. 

D. Wool, Raw.-The trend of the raw wool market was continuously 
downward in consequence of which the prices declined by apout 50 to 55 
per cent., during the year unaer review. Auction sales of Indian raw wool 
in Liverpool failed to return any profit to the Indian shippers owing to poor 
demand from the consuming countries-the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America. As a result, exports of raw wool further contracted by 
10! million lb. to nearly 12! million lb. in quantity and by Rs. 98·27 lakhs 
to Rs. 1· 05 crore in value. Shipments to the United Kingdom declined by 
8 million lb. in quantity and by Rs. 73·77 lakhs in value to nearly 11 million 
lb. in quantity and to Rs. 93·1 lakhs in value. Despatches to the United 
States of America fell by 2! million lb. in quantity and by Rs. 27 · 23 lakhs in 
value to 931,000 lb. in quantity and to Rs. 5·85 lakhs in value. Shipments 
to France also declined. On the other hand, shipments to Belgium and 
Italy showed a slight improvement. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

41. Trade occrmlin,q to cou11tr£cs.-The following table shows the distribution of the trade of Bombay with foreign coun
tries in the years] 9~!)-30 and 1930-31 :- ·- I I Pore••""' whiob tbo Imports (lllcrchandise). Exports (1\Iercha.ndise). tot.al of each country 

bears to the 
whole. 

Percentage to total · Percentage to total -- imports. exports. 
I 

1929-30. 1930-31. 1929-30. 1930-31. 1929-30. 1930-31. 1929-30. 1930-31. 1929-30. Hl30-31. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Lakhs. Lakhs. Lakhs. Lakhs. 

-U~oited Kingdom and British Pos-
I 

1wssions-

United Kingdom .. 27,98·18 15,64·32 33·86 27·48 9,99·19 6,76•48 13·46 12·03 24·21 19·80 

Kenya Colony (formerly 2,88·00 2,92·18 3·48 5·13 69·35 46•41 ·93 ·82 2·28 2·99 
l<nown as East African 
Protectorate). 

Australia .. .. 2,17· 18 92·86 2·63 1·63 10·26 3·74 ·14 ·07 1·45 •85 

Other British Possessions .. 3,39·70 2,56-401 4·11 4·50 4,54·50 3,44·33 6·12 6·12 5·06 5·31 

Total, Unit<'d Kingdom 36,43·06 44·08 38·741 15,33·30 10,70·96 ~I 19·04 33·00 I 28·95 
and British Possessions. 

22,05·761 



Foreign Countries

Europe

Belgium 

Franro 

Germany 

Italy 

NotherlanJs 

Switzerland 

Other countries 

Total, Euror;e 

Alia--

Japan 

I 

I 
I 

1!)29-30. 

Rs: 

Lakhs. 

2,77·03 

],96·47 

6,23·:34 

3,51·60 

1,21· 62 

1,23·31 

3,63·82 

20,57·19 1 

10,24· 81 I 
i 

Imports (Merchandise). 

---- ·---------
Percentag<>. to total 

importe. 

1930-31. Hl29-30. 11930-31. 

Rs. 

Lal<hs. 

2,04·44 3·35 3·59 

1,20·68 2·38 2·12 

5,13·35 7·54 9·02 

2,20·23 4·25 3·87 

99·27 1·47 1·74 

72·30 1•49 1·27 

2,68·82 4•41 4·72 

14,99·09 24·89 26·33 

5,09·241 12·40 8·94 

1929-30. 

Rs. I 
Lakhs. 

4,82·59 

4,95·/;6 

3,56·76 

5,05·73 

1,50·ti8 

·73 

1,24·82 

21,16·87 I 

I 21,93·27 
I 

Ex ports (Mcrchamlit~c ). 
Percentage whid1 the 

total of each country 
bear!! to the whole. 

193 0-31. 

1 

La kht<. 

2, 

4, 

2 

31·04 

19·49 

6!)·12 

3, 84·99 

1,3 6•28 

·44 

I, 1-1·57 

15, 55·93 

18, 33·65 

Percentage to total 
exports. 

1929-30. 

6·50 

6·67 

4·82 

6·81 

2·03 

•OJ 

1·08 

28·52 

20·55 

1030-31. ln20-30. 

4·ll 

7·46 

4·78 

2·42 

·01 

4·41 

5·47 

1·74 

3·ll 

27·66 "1--;(i:till 

,. '" 1 
20 

, 1 

1930-31. 

4·77 

6·91 

5·35 

3·39 

26·99 

20·70 



Iraq l 
2,25·12 1,88·14, 2·72 I 3·31 

6.72·W I _5,Sg·l8 0·06 

74·83 80·58 ·91 1·42 1,04·87 80·76 1·41 

2,00·91 1,33·57 2·43 2·a5 1,47·31 1,13·54 1·97 

Chin,. (Pxclnsive of Hongkong 
and 1\la<'IW J. 

Per~ia 

10·47 5·72 . 6·87 

1·43 1·15 hi3 

2·02 2·22 2·18 

2,88·35 2,22.29 3·49 3·00 4·03 2·27 ·06 •04 1·86 1·98 

Other countries 64·29 1,01·36 ·78 1·78 2,03·03 {,30·37 2·74 2·32 1·70 2·05 

i 

Total, A«ia 18,78·31 12,35·18 22·73 21·70 33,24·91 27,49·77 ' 44·79 48·88 33·171 35·21 ... 
~ 

22·54 2,25·53 ·27 3·1)6 1,29·19 1 90·84 1·74 

f',62·59 5,27·64 8·03 9·27 •• 18·71 I 1,57·85 4·30 

82,63·69 56,93•20 1,00·00 1,00·00 74,22·98 56,25·351 1,00·00 

Africa 

America 

Grand Total 

1·61 
·971 

2·79 

2·81 6·25 6·06 

1,00·00 1,00·00 I 1,00·00 
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42. The preceding table indicates in detail the direction of Bombay'R 
trade. A significant feature is that the United Kingdom has yielded pride 
of place to Japan, whose share in t.he total trade increased from 20· 52 per 
cent. to 20·7 per cent., while that of the United Kingdom fell away from 
24·21 per cent., to 19·8 per cent. The proportionate share of Continental 
Europe improved, while that of America declined, 

Under imports, the United Kingdom's figure recorded a· heavy fall of 
over Rs. 12 crores owing to reduced shipments of all the principal articles, 
especially cotton piece-goods. Imports from Other British Possesssions 
declined chiefly by reason of smaller receipts of wheat from Australia despite 
larger supplies of raw cotton from Kenya Colony. Imports from foreign 
countries in Europe decreased owing mainly to smaller arrivals of cotton 
and artificial silk piece-goods, unspecified articles by Post and silk yarn 
from Italy, hardware and woollen piece-goods from Germany, sugar, 
woollen piece-goods and apparel from France and metals-iron and steel
and precious stones from Belgium, the only noticeable increases being of 
dyeing and tanning substances and copper from Germany and vegetable 
products from Belgium. Among foreign countries in Asia, imports from 
Japan declined owing mainly to smaller receipts of cotton grey and coloured 
piece-goods, cotton11 twist and yarn and silk piece-goods. Smaller arrivals 
of silk piece-goods, raw silk and cotton twist and yarn account for the dec
reased imports from China. A heavy decline in the value of sugar accounts 
for the considerable fall in imports from Java, while reduced supplies of 
kerosene oil are responsible for the decline in the imports from Persia. On 
the other hand, the considerable improvement in imports from Iraq is due to 
increased shipments of wheat. There was a substantial improvement in 
imports from Africa owing entirely to increased arrivals of raw cotton from 
Egypt, while imports from the United States of America declined· owing 
mainly to smaller arrivals of motor cars and motor cycles, cotton fents and 
cotton coloured piece-goods despite larger receipts of raw cotton, kerosene 
oil and copper sheets. 

Under exports, Japan continues to occupy the first place, her propor
tionate share increasing from 29·55 to32·6 per cent. The decline in the 
value of exports to that country entirely represents the heavy fall in the 
value of shipments of raw cotton. Exports to the United Kingdom also 
declined owing mainly to smaller takings of seeds, raw wool and raw cotton, 
her share in the export trade declining from 13 · 46 to 12 · 03 per cent. Among 
other countries, the shares of Belgium and Germany declined owing to smaller 
shipments of raw cotton and seeds, while those of France, the Netherlands 
and Italy improved. The share of China increased while that of the United 
States of America declined owing to smaller takings of raw cotton, raw skins 
and raw wool. 

43. Government Transactions.-(Stores).-The total value of stores 
imported on Government account recorded a further falling off of Rs. 1· 08 
crore and declined to Rs. 1· 84 crore owing to smaller arrivals of all articles• 
chiefly machinery and millwork and vehicles, etc. Exports on Government 
account, however, improved by Rs. 25,000 toRs. 9·73 lakhs owing entirely 
to larger despatches of apparel, etc. 



44. Treasure.-

- 1926·27. 1927·28. 1928·29. 1929-30, 193().81, 
Increase or 
decrease Jn 

19so..:n. 

-
Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. 

IMPORTS. 

Gold-

Private .. 19,25,43,315 15,50,63,137 I 13,26,37,580 8,~1,36,217 8,78,04,419 -13,SJ.,7{j8 

Government .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Silver-

Private .. 15,5 7,32,565 12,10,46,229 11,02,88,640 9,65,17,812 9,05,86,092 -59,31,220 

Government .. 10,38,057 8,14,122 484 5,51,990 70,900 -4,81,090 

Currency notes-

Private .. 15,81,374 23,91,527 15,30,227 6,49,455 7,54;U6 +1,04,061 

Government .. 7,63,327 39,736 .. 79,075 11,000 -68,075 

Total, Import e 
35,16,08,638 27,88,54, 751 24,44,56,931 18,69,34,040 17,92,26,827 -77,07,222 

EXPORTS. 
Uold-

Private .. 4,85,138 73,3'8 71,733 49,450 49,01i,195 +48,55,745 

Government .. .. .. .. 8,551 .. -8,661 

Silver-

Private .. 1,44,63,367 2,40,41,983 2,56,36,182 1,28,37,608 1,75,86,517 +46,99,000 

Government .. .. 4,71,207 1,70,52,109 1,60, 79,751 1,18,80,98i -41,98,763 

Currency notes- I 
Private .. 97,900 4,000 . 3,000 .. .. .. 
Government I 20,50,000 46,40,000 15,00,000 25,00,000 .. -25,00,0011 "I -Total, Exporta 

I 
1, 70,96,405 2,92,30,538 4,42,63,024 3,14, 70,260 8,43,22, 700 +28,62,UO 

With a smaller balance of trade in favour of India, viz., Rs. 62 crores as 
against Rs. 79 crores in 1929-30, imports of treasure on private account fur
ther declined from Rs. 18·63 crores to Rs. 17·91 crores. Imports of both 
gold and silver declined. The fall of Rs. 85 lakhs in gold bullion is attribut
able to reduced despatches from Egypt worth Rs. 12·28 lakhs as against 
Rs. 1· 82 crore in the previous year. Arrivals from New Zealand and the 
United Kingdom also declined. On the other hand, shipments from Natal 
advanced from Rs. 1· 44 crore to Rs. 1· 71 crore and those from the Straits 
Settlements and Iraq from Rs. 1· 45 lakh to Rs. 46 · 42 lakhs and from Rs. 
20·22 lakhs to Rs. 40·28 la.khs respectively. Arrivals from Hongkong 
amounted to Rs. 26 · 69 lakhs as against none in the previous year. Imports 
of sovereigns advanced by Rs. 1·06 crorc toRs. 3·45 crores owing entirely 
to larger shipments from Natal valued at Rs. 2·93 crores as against Rs. 98·12 
lakhs in the previous year. Despatches from New South Wales, Western 
Australia, Victoria and Aden and Dependencies, however, declined. The fall 
of Rs. 34:· 6lla.khs in other coined gold entirely represents smaller despatches 

HICofCB 
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from Iraq\ Imports of bar sliver increased by 7 million ounces in quantity 
but declined in value by Rs. 27 · 44 lakhs to Rs. 8 · 71 crores owing to the heavy 

·fall in the price of silver. China increased her despatches by Rs. 40·46 lakhs 
toRs. 45·69 lakhs. South Australia, the Straits Settlements and the United 
Kingdom also despatched larger supplies. Arrivals of Government of India 
rupees declined by Rs. 12·22 lakhs owing to smaller shipments from the 
Persian Gulf Ports. Arrivals of other coins also declined by Ra. 19·57 lakhs 
owing to the cessation of despatches from Aden and Dependencies, the Nether
lands, Italy and Australia. 

· Exports of gold on private account amounted to Rs. 49 lakhs as against 
Rs. 49,000 in the previous year, representing entirely shipments of bullion 
to the United Kingdom. Exports of silver also advanced by Rs. 47 lakhs 
to Rs. 1·75 crore owing entirely to despatches of silver bullion worth Rs. 
1·48 crore to Hongkong as against none in the previous year. Shipments 
·of Government of India rupees, however, declined by Rs. 27 ·17 lakhs owing 
to smaller despatches to Bahrein Islands, Zanzibar and Pemba and Muskat. 
Exports of British dollars to Hongkong also declined by Rs. 57 • 34 lakhs to 
Rs. 20 · 46 lakhs; 

There were no imports or exports of gold on Government account. 
Imports of si ver worth Rs. 71,000 mostly represented arrivals of Government 

'of India rupees from Aden and Dependencies, while the fall of Rs. 41· 99 
· lakhs under exports of silver was due entirely to smaller despatches of bullion 
to the United Kingdom. British dollars worth Rs. 17 ·74lakhs were, however, 

. despatched to Hongkong as against none in the previous year. 



45. Shipping.-The following table exhibits particulars of the shipping engaged in the foreign trade of the Port during 
the years 1926-27 to 1930-31 :-

Vessels. 

Entered-
(With cargo 

-< SteamerP 
Lin ballast •• 

{

With cargo 
Sailing Vessels 

In ballast •• 

Cleared-

Ste&mere 

Total 

{

With cargo 

In ballast .• 

{

With cargo 
Sailing Vessels 

In baUast •• 

1926-27. 

Vessels. Tons. 

548 2,115,885 

33. 124,024 

110 14,547 ' 

3 . 631 1 

... , .. ,,. .• .,1 

1927-28. 

Vessels. Tons. 

640 2,465,823 

38 117,289 

140 15,411 

1928.29. 

Vessels. I Tons. I 
615 2,500,473 I 
45 171,240 1 

13,381 i 

I 

81812,598,5231 78312,685,094 i 

1,438,431 422 1,688,8021 44911,956,501 I 

1929-30. 

Vessels. 

645 

30 

I 
Tons. i 

2,728,985! 

97,629 I 

120 12,527 : 

795 2,839,141 

474 2,086,533 . 

72 277,934: 

347 

84 

87 

333,836 61 240,467 I 70 I 253,734 

9,785l 101 11,383.1 80 1 8,027 . 84 8,185 

56 

1930-31. 

Vessels. Tons. 

601 2,578,353 

29 135,797 

105 10,134 

735 2, 724,284 

433 1,983,856 

65 247,762 

77 7,561 

3 323 

Total 

Granfl Total 

1,162 • . • . I 1 i 250 I 1 I 

••.• /

1 

___ 5_2_5_,1_1_, '_8_a._2_14_J_ ~-5-8_4_1:_1_,9_4_o_,6_52_1:. ---600-:!-_2._2-18_,5_1_2_!---·6-31-~:-_2_,3_7_2·_'o_8_· ___ 5_78-I--2-,2-39_,_50._2_ 

1,219 : 4,038,301 I 140214 539 1751 138314,903 aoa , 142615 211,849 · 1,313 4,963,786 
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The average net tonnage of steamers which entered the port with cargo 
was 4,290 as against 4,231 in the preceding year. Sailing vessels consisted 
entirely of " Native Craft " engaged in trade with ports in the Persian Gulf, 
Arabia and East Africa. 

46. The following table shows the distribution of shipping according to 
principal nationalities :-

Total steam tonnage entered and cleared. 

Nationa.lity. 1926-27. 1927-28. 1928-29. 1929-30. 1930-31. 

Tons. Tons. ·Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British .. .. .. 2,727,866 3,093,713 3,376,366 3,294,741 3,026,405 

Japanese .. .. .. 518,131 506,024 503,123 526,261 542,529 

Jtalian .. .. .. 332,546 365,035 431,564 502,020 482,619 

American .. .. ... 61,564 77,654 35,675 37,0831 34,054 

Norwegian .. .. .. 32,099 86,571 84,970 90,997 91,607 

Greek .. .. .. 5,184 6,332 21,235 2,7321 15,682 

Danish .. .. .. 6,074 8,471 .. 4,150 .. 
French .. - .. 37,458 23,955 25,!174 26,392 16,847 

G13rman .. .. .. 198,653 236,929 323,937 442,925 369,210 

Others .. .. .. 92,601 107,697 79,104 263,780 1 366,815 

Total .. 4,012,176 4,512,381 4,881,948 5,191,081 14,945,768 

47. Freight.-Freights remained steady in the first two months of the 
ye:u under report but in June they showed a slightly weakening tendency. 
In the next two months they showed an upward tendency, but again weakened 
in September and October. Thereafter they again improved and in January 
and February 1931 they were the highest of the year. In the next month, 
slightly declining tendency was in evidence. Rates in shillings per ton for 
some of the more important classes of goods from Bombay to ports in the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere are given below :-

I 
April I January March 

I 
1930. 1931. 1931. 

United Kingdom- 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 

Cotton and wool. raw (measurement) 13-6 17-0 16-6 

Linseed and heavy seeds (16 cwt.) • , 13-6 17-0 16-6 

Castor seed and Cotton seed (13 cwt.) 10-6 14-0 13-6 

Manganese ore •• 16-0 15-0 15-{) 
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Freight rates to other ports :-

April January March 
1930. 1931. 1931. 

. '· d. •• d • '· d • 

Antwerp-

Light seeds 10-6 17-0 15-0 

Heavy Seeds, Cotton and MeaBUrement cargo ·13-6 . 20-..-0 18-0 

Dunkirk-

Light seeds 10-6 17-6 '13-41 

Heavy Seeds, Cotton and Measurement cargo 13-6 20-6 '16-0 

Havre-

Light seeds 12-o 20-6 ·15-6 

Heavy Seeds, Cotton and Measurement cargo 15-0 23--6 18-6 

Hamburg-

Light seeds 11-0 17-6 15-0 

Heavy Seeds, Cotton and Measurement cargo 14-0 20-6 17-6 

Genoa, Naples & Leghorn-

Light seeds ll-0 17-0 14-0 

· Heavy Seeds, Cotton and Measurement cargo 14-:-0 21-0 17-0 

Marseilles-

Light seeds 11-0 13-6 

Heavy Seeds, Cotton and Measurement cargo 14-0 16-6 

Trieste and Venice-

Light seeds 10-{) 17-0 .14-6 

Heavy Seeds, Cotton and Measurement cargo "] 15-0 21-0 l8-6 

48. Exchange.-Fluctua.tions kept within narrower limits throughout 
the year 1930-31. From April to December 1930 the· rate of exchange for 
demand draft varied between 1s. 5-27f32d. to 1s. 5-25/32d. In January, 
it ~ec~ined ~o 1s. rYld:, th~ lowest level o' the year. Thereafter, with slight 
vanat1ons, 1t rose to 1ts h1ghest level of the year, viz., 1s. 5-29/32d. on the 
23rd March, but again weakened and sU:lod at 1s. 5-27/32d. at the close of the 
year. 
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49. Prices.-The following table shows the variation in the average de
clared prices of certain important commodities the average for the three years 
ending 1900-01 being taken as the standard :-

I 

A•~e~ .. for 1910. 192(). 1926- 1927- 1928- 1929- 1930· 
3 years 1911. 192!. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 
endinjz 

·, 1900.1 - 1901. 

-~-
,_ --------

Per Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. 

I 
I 

IMPORTS. 

Metals and Ore&-

Brass .. .. 100 103 •47 165·49 107-49 102-45 109·14 114 ·99 91·77 
Copper ·• .. 100 108 52 173·94 89·53 94·84 100·69 119.20 00·95 
Iron and Steel .. 100 94·71 297·38 116·68 112·08 115·48 ll5•02 111-22 

Oils-Kerosene .. .. 100 88•1l8 173·33 138·00 102·22 97·78 lll·ll 114·95 
Suga.r, refined .. .. 100 93-1'>6 374·82 93·34 92•47 91·13 83-24 52·91 

TeJ:til-

Cotton- Twist and .. 100 175-44 485·96 229·12 226·31 252·63 246·63 203·00 
Ya.rn. 

" 
Piece-goods-

Grey .. 100 16·36 418•18 253-45 227•27 218·18 205·18 178·65 

White .. 100 133·33 441-66 305·83 266·67 258·33 253-83 205·90 

Coloured, 100 125·00 450•00 
printed or dyed. 

249·37 218·75 212-50 190·50 177-66 

Silk-Raw .. 100 107·26 208·66 166·20 163-69 155·59 156·54 131·90 
,- Piece-goods .. 100 96-43 226-19 148·45 140·48 133-33 117·99 90·01 

Wool-Piece-goods .. 100 108·33 496·43 256·69 234-52 246·43 266·00 212·64 

EXPORTS. 

Grain, pulse a.nd flour-
100 114·26 240·65 247-51 232·34 234·97 238·86 229·11 Rice (Indian) .. 

Seeds-

Linseed .. .. 100 i 175·16 247-57 165·20 157 ·17 160·12 183·79 163·19 
Ra.pe .. .. 100 1116·51 216·84 199·14 192·36 181·18 193·69 200·05 

. TilorJinjili .. .. 100 125•41 251·76 199·44 183·87 170·41 160·09 213·84 
Cotton .. .. 100 163·14 207-58 186·90 198·54 215·13 200·64 115·79 
Castor .. .. 100 1119•60 172-58 153·14 161·04 157-89 158·99 131·03 

TeJ:til-

Cotton, Raw • • .. 100 : 181·72 243·31 230·01 216·65 215·94 200·73 152· 99 

" 
Twista.nd .. 100 l 156·66 403·33 247·71 253·33 270·00 257 ·74 225·70 

Ya.rn. I 
" 

Piece-goods- I 

Grey .. .. 100 ' 125·00 375·00 249-17 241-67 250·00 238·42 223·73 
White .. .. 100 105·26 310·53 151·58 194·74 173-68 193-51 192-48 
Coloured, .. 100 95·45 218·18 142-27 140·91 136·36 126•98 124 .. 23 

printed or 
dyed. 

Wool,Ra.w .. 100 122-92 270·83 192·92 183·33 181·25 184·82 173·00 
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50. lt will be seen from the above table that the average prices of all 
articles of the import trade except kerosene oil have declined, the fall in the 
case of woollen piece-goods, cotton white piece-goods, cotton twist and yarn, 
copper, silk piece-goods and cotton grey piece-goods being most pronounced. 
Among exports, the average prices of jinjili seed and rape seed have ri3en, 
but those of all other articles have declined, the decrease being most marked 
in the case of cotton seed, raw cotton, cotton twist and yarn and castor 
seed. The rise in the price of jinjili seed is very considerable. 



CoASTING TRADE. 

. 51.-The coasting trade excluding treasure between the chief port-Bombay-and other ports in India grouped by 
Provinces is summarised in the following statements :-

Imports. 

Increase -- or 
1926-1927. 1927-1928. 1928-1929. 1929-1930. 1930-1931. decrease 

in 
1930-1931. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

British Ports within the Presidency .. 1,53,21,276 1,42,62,284 1,42,54,191 1,32,48,701 1,23,41,565 -9,07,136 

Indian Ports not British within the 
Presidency-

Cutch .. .. .. 9,40,275 26,00,580 76,85,147 28,47,695 15,55,867 -12,91,828 

Kathinwar .. .. . . 5,24,11,965 5,84,23,547 7,66,27,768 4,93,92,395 3,62,09,619 -1,31,82,776 

Goa .. .. .. .. 2,50,30,326 1,78,07,516 1,16,69,671 1,79,04,985 1,55,74,465 -23,30,520 

Other Ports .. .. .. 5,21,606 10,02,841 11,98,710 6,42,836 6,41,839 -997 

Total .. 7,89,04,172 7,98,34,484 9,71.81,2961 7,07,87,9ll ..39.81.790 1 
-1,68,06,121 



Driti~h Ports in cthPr Prt>!lidenciee-- i ' IJcngl'l .. .. 2,86,44,683 3,02,82,2GI i 3,16,99,ti05 3,0:J,06,!H:.! 1,73,13,810 - l.2!1,~l3,1 32 .. 
MadrM .. .. .. 4,61,70,707 3,52,32,909 3,29,60,934 3,83, 71,405 3,38,38,441 -4 5,:!2, !i{}t 

Burma .. .. .. 9,43,59,806 8,6:J,1fi,032 9,19,11,75!} 8,3tl,!ll,027 7,13,3!i,220 -) .21),55 ,b07 

Sind . . .. .. 3,19,84,875 :J,Ol,87,728 1,51,82,269 2,10,73,379 I ,84,84,lflS -25,8!1,211 

Total .. 20,11,60,071 
"·'"·"·''" 1 

17,17,60,1l67 17,37,42,7.031 1<,09,71,6391 -:J,27,71,ll4 

-

lmlian Ports not British in otht>r 
Prt.>sidencies-

Baluchistan (Agency Tract.s) .. 51,512 35,3:~9 41,777 17,605 13,244 -4,421 

St.ate of Travancore .. . . 1,56,17,899 1,22,39,!}32 1,37. 7 5,608 1,29,07,836 94,28,074 -:34,79,762 

Ot.hl'r Ports .. .. .. 10,388 6,383 12,831 9,511 370 -9,141 

Total .. 1,56,79,799 1,22,81,654 1 ,38,30,306 1,29,30,0121 94,41,6881 -34,9:J,324 

GRAND TOTAL .. 31,10,65,318 28,8:.J, 97,342 29,70,26,360 27,07,14,3771 21,67,36,6821 -li,3P, 77,695 



Exports. l 

I· 

Increase 

-- or 

1926-1927. 1927-1928. 1928-1929. 1929-1930. 1930-1931. decrease 
in 

I 
1930-1931. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. I Rs. Rs. 

ritish Ports within the Presidency .. 2,75,73,307 2,91,00,388 2,20,20,232 2,23,63,482 1,86,62,356 -37,01,126 B 

ndian Ports not British within the Presi- ' 
dency-
Catch .. .. .. .. 35,87,056 41,61,534 40,70,589 :38,74,614 26,49,711 -12,24,903 

Kathiawar .. .. .. 3,30,84,491 3,17,72,004 2,80,54,320 2,81,15,606 2,51,18,652 -29,96,954 

Goa .. .. .. .. 43,07,315 56,53,582 39,78,250 1)1,55,898 38,55,359 -13,00,539 

Other Ports -· .. .. I 17,73,380 14,81,373 14,52,264 17,77,427 16,44,587 -1,32,840 

I I 
I 

4,30,68,4931 Total i 4,27,52,2421 3,75,55,423 
I 

3,89,23,1>45 3,32,68,309 -56,55,236 .. 
' 

I 
ritish Ports in other Presidencies- ! 

I 

Bengal .. .. .. •• I 3,04,55,777 4,44,83,94 7 I 2,51,53,077 i 3,41,33,2(10 ! 4,05,86,136 +64,52,876 

Il 



~.90,03,00! i 
', 

Madras .. . . .. .. 6,95,41,862 5,75,88,671 6,22,63,050 5,31,45,236 -91,17,814 

Burma .. . . .. .. 2,48, 73,823 4,02, 77,070 2,58.43, 7 49 2,73,64,806 2,10,64,361 ~3,00,445 

Sind .. .. .. .. 8,25,80,299 9,26,48,230 7,38,55,533 8,09,08,972 8,37,97,169 +28,88,197 

I 

Total .. 
I 

18,69,12,903 24,69,51,109 18,24,41,030 ... 46.70:08. 1 . 19,85,92,902 -60,77,186 

I 

I 

Indian Ports not British in other Presi-
dencies-

Baluchistan (Agency Tracta) .. 1,41,226 1,40,681 74,589 1,14,280 71,151 -43,129 

State of Tra.vancore .. .. 72,58,845 1,11,11,898 1,08,94,439 _,l,U,98,297 95,90,765 -19,07,532 

Other Porta .. .. . . 

I 

3,10,088 10,28,057 7,08,285 3,71,690 6,11,371 +2,39,681 

Total .. '17,10,1591 1,22,80,636 1,16,77,313 1,19,84,2671 1,02,73,2871 -17,10,980 

I 

GR~ND TOTAL .. .6 .... 4 •• 611 1 33,14,00,626 25,36,93,9981 27,79,41,3821 26,<'7,96,854!-1,71,44,528 
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. 52. Impor~s from coast ports into Bombay consist almost entireiy of 
artiC!es of Indian produce whiCh are intended partly for consumption in the 
Presidency and partly for re-export to foreign countries. 

. The following table shows the fluctuations in the principal items of the 
Import trade :-

Imports in lakhs of rupees. 

i -
1926-27. 1927-28. 1928-29. Hl29-30. 1930-31. 

1. Cotton, raw .. .. 10,03 8,34 8,64 6,81 5,54: 

2. Grain, pulse and flour .. 7,37 6,13 7,20 5,89 5,54 

3. Spices .. .. 1,94 1,52 1,52 1,67 1,55 

4. Seeds .. .. 1,73 1,77 1,57 1,68 1,06 

5. Kerosene .. .. 1,48 1,44 90 89 75 

6. Jute manufactures .. 1,59 1,57 1,82 1,33 51 

7. Coal .. .. 70 69 55 71 46 

8. Teakwood .. .. 80 69 66 75 45 

9. Tea, black .. .. 19 38 46 61 41 

10. Ghi .. .. 37 49 47 38 34 

11. Wool, raw .. .. 28 34 26 28 15 
: 

In the year under review, imports contracted by over Rs. 5 crores and 
declined to Rs. 22 crores by reason of smaller arrivals of raw cotton, jute 
manufactures, seeds and grain, pulse and flour. Imports of raw cotton fur
ther decreased by Rs. 1·28 crore to Rs. 5·54 crores owing to reduced ship
ments from Kathiawar, Sind, Goa and Cutch despite increased arrivals from 
:Madras. The fall of Rs. 81·86 lakhs under jute manufactures ent.irely re
presents smaller shipments from Bengal. lmportiJ of seeds declined by Rs. 
61·54 lakhs to Rs. 1·06 crore due to smaller despatches from Travancore, 
Kathiawar and Madras. Imports of grain, pulse and flour fell by Rs. 34 · 67 
lakhs to Rs. 5 ·54 crores owing to reduced shipments of rice from Burma 
despite larger arrivals of wheat from Sind. There were also noticeable 
decreases in the arrivals of petroleum, kerosene oil and teak wood from Burma, 
of coal and tea from Bengal, of spices from all shipping ports except 
Madras and of raw wool from Kathiawar. 

53. Exports from Bombay to coast ports also declined by Rs. I· 71 crore 
to Ra. 26 crores owing to larger shipments of Indian produce being more than 
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counterbalanced by reduced shipments of foreign merchandise. Exports of 
Indian produce, which formed 77 per cent. of the total export trade, advanced 
by Rs. 1 ·12 crore to Rs. 20 crores owing entirely to larger shipments of cotton 
piece-goods to Sind and Bengal. Exports of cotton twist and yarn, however, 
declined owing to larger shipments to Bengal being more than counter
balanced by smaller shipments to Burma, Kathiawar and Sind. The fa.U 
under grain, pulse and flour is due to smaller shipments of wheat-flour to 
Burma, of wheat to Kathiawar and of pulse to Madras. Shipments of rice, 
however, increased owing to larger despatches to British Ports Within the 
Presidency and Kathiawar. Re-exports of foreign merchandise declined 
by Rs. 2 · 83 crores to Rs. 5 · 91 crores chiefly by reason of reduced shipments 
of cotton piece-goods' to Sind and Madras. Re-shipments of sugar, metals 
and ores, cotton twist and yarn, motor cars, aniline dye and hardware also 
declined. 

Figures for the most important items are given below :-

Exports in lakhs of rupees. 

-
11927-28. 11929-30. 1193tJ.31. 1926-27. 1928-29. 

Indian Produce. 
Cotton manufactures .. 10,51 12,!l9 8,71 9,80 11,56 
CottQn twist and yarn .. 2,11 2,83 1,43 2,13 1,93 
Grain, pulse and flour .. 3,36 3,45 2,97 2,43 2,39 

Foreign Produce. 
Cotton manufactures .. 2,64 3,94 3,71 4,52 2,59 

Sugar, 16 Dutch Standard 
and above .. .. 50 52 44 51 27 

Carriages and carts excluding 
railway carriages and parts 
thereof .. .. 7 9 18 45 36 

Subordinate Ports· of the Bombay Presidency. 

Foreign Trade. 

51. The foreign trade of the subordinate ports of the Presidency is mstg· 
nificant. Imports, which consisted chiefly of dates from Iraq, received ·a 
further setback and declined from Rs. 1·62 lakh to Rs. 60,000. There were 
no exports to foreign ports in the year under report as against shipments 
valued at Rs. 7,840 in the previous year. 

Coasting Trade. 
!:i5. The total value of the Coasting trade of the subordinate ports further 

decreased by Rs. 1· 43 crore to Rs. 5 · 93 crores, both imports and exports 
!iharing in the decrease. Imports fell by Tis. 77 lakhs to Rs. 3 · 23 crores and 
exports by Rti. 66 lakhs to Rs. 2 · 7 crores. Fifty-two per cent. of the total 
trade of the subordinate ports is with the chief port-Bombay. 



62 

In the table below the coasting trade is shown accordinO' to the· 
0 

• British Ports with· 
::in the Presidency-

r 'Import 

Export 

Total •• 

IL Indian Ports not 
.l!ritish in the Pre
sidency-

Import 

E.tport 

Total •. 

ID. British Ports in 
othf-r Presiden-
cies--

Import 

Export 

Total •. 

IV. Indian Ports not 
British in other 
Presidencies-

Import 

Export 

Ratnagiri Range. Uran ltang~. Kanara Rangr. I 
~-------------- --------~-------'--------------

1 -

1U~9-30. I lll30-3l. W29-30. 
I 

I 

Rs. I 
I 
I 
I 

41,46,93~ I 
49,71,709 

Rs. Rs. 

31,50,232 1,67,76,784 

36,54,944 54,21,143 

1U3()-3l. I!l~n-3o. 

Rs. Rs. 

1,37,tili,!J85 

J2,sn,TJO!J 56,28,688 

l!J30-3l. 

Rs. 

42,3~.017 

3U,47,130 

1-----'·----:----1----'-__:_-1-----:----

. "·"·"'' "·"·'"' '~'·" ·"' '·"'·''-'" 1,01,00,0!181 

! 
i 
I 
I 

!,43,603 I 3,62,1163 

4,23,166 ! 3.17,S~U 

7,58,517 

2,11,314 

!,l.l7,G91 37,711 

3,18,31! 3,39,727 

81,79,147 

36,812 

2,H2,6S7 

I \--------·---------:--------1--------!--------:'--------

~"· '" : ""·'"I '·"'·"' ..... "''I •. "....1 3,211,499 

1-------~---·.------1----·-----!-----

1 

I 
I 

5,3i,6;)!J I 

I 
a,t6,613 1 

5,:ll,511J 

4,64,~:?~ 

21,06,06\J 

5,22,633 

41,085 28,678 

4,55,096 31,12,031 26,61,219 
I 

1----;-------:-----1-----·-----ll----

'·"·"' i '·"·'"I 26,,.,02 "·""''I "·"·II' I 
,--:--1--:--:,---

26,8!),897 

1 I 
I 

4~0 i 

5,fH,343 I, 3,45,6~2 
I 

I
. .,. I I : 

. . • . . . 5,01,763 : 3,45,68~ 

.. , __ ·_· --~---- -------1----- ____ I_-----

51,2~.176 i 40,34,il41l,!JG,41,370 1,tili,~U,8~t I 46,40,626 f 42,\17,.507 

Total 

flmport 
Grand ToW~ 

LExport 

Total .. 

57,41,4~ti ! 44,37,053 . 6!,55,1J!IU ! 50,62,!17l.J u~.sl,7ti!J 72,46,718 

I 1 ·I 
1,08,69,664li M,71,767 I 2,57,96,460 12,1ti,s3,ol3jl,42,22,415/1,15,44,225 

------~----~--------~--------------
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five nmges under which the subordinate ports are grouped:-

Tliana Range, Sura.t Range. 

I 
Total. \. .. 

-------- .. 1·: 

Increase or deerease. 
: ~ ' .~ 

1929.30. 1~:J11.3l. 1929-30. 19:JQ.31. 1929.30. 1!)30.31. 

··' 
Rs. Rs. Rs. R,q, RB. Rs. Rs. 

36,10,274 23,01,377 2G,8!1,7!lii 15,34,681 3,17,85,197 2,49,85,292 -67,99,905 

43,78,555 33,95,952 18,28,530 27,20,047 2,22,28,625 I ,80,07 ,642 -42,20,983 

7\1,88,829 5fi,!l7,32!l 45,18,325 42,M,728 5,40,13,822 4,29,92,934 -1,10,20,888 

I 

2,55,:!03 2,11,352 2!!,75,!)30 26,72,428 44,71,124 37,71,146 -6,99,978 

25,67,9:!7 18,41,479 19,!!4,368 11,74,4!)2 55,36,512 39,44,852 -15,91,660 

28,23,300 I 20,52,831 49,70,298 38,46,920 1,00,07,636 77,15,998 -22,91,638 
I 

1,0.'i,507 63,676 8,59,762 5,23,914 36,50,062 35,04,045 -1.~,017 

7,63,376 8,1M66 6,13,211 3,10,116 53,57,864 47,05,126 -6,52,738 

S,68,R83 8,78,142 14,72,1173 8,34,030 90,07,926 82,0!1,171 -7,98,755 

.. .. 31,918 22,581 32,338 22,581 -9,7~7 

.. .. .. .. 5,01,343 3,45,682 -1,55,61)1 

.. I .. 31,918 22,581 5,33,681 3,68,263 -1,65,'1!1 I 
3H,71,144 25,76,405 65,57,405 47,53,60·i 3,99,38,721 3,22,83,064 -76,55,65; 
77,0~,8!)8 60,51,89i 44,36,109 42,04,655 3,36,24,344 2, 70,03,302 -11~,21,04,2. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

l,ltl,Bl,ul:.! 86,28,3021 1,09,93,514 89,58,259 7,35,63,065 5,92,86,366 : -1,42, 76,699; 
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The principal articles exported are spices (betelnuts) from Kariara; 
d.Iied fruits, myrobalans, spices, raw hemp and rice from Ratnagiri ; salt 
and rice from Uran ; rice, salt, wood and bricks and lime from Thana and raw 
cotron, cotton seed, pulse and wood from Surat. 

BoMBAY; 

The 2nd June 1931. 

Hl C'viCB-U0-13·7·31-GlFS 

1'. A. STEWART,. 

Collector of Customs. 


