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PREFACE 

Social security is one of the most important objeo
tives of economic planning. It cannot be achieved 
unless the revenue of the State is substantially 
increased. Whatever the shape of the Indian Govern
ment in the postwar period, taxation must be 
kept up at a high level. The economic developmeni 
of India and measures of social security both depend 
upon it. 

The publication of the second part of the Bombay 
Plan advocating death duties has made the task of 
the Government easier for the levy of death duties as 
the opposition against them generally comes from the 
rich classes. If the death duty legisla~on is drawn up 
with the approval of an influential majority and if U 
is in harmony with the accepted economic and social 
concepts of the day, it will go down to the posterity as 
'a. good, just and moral tax'. It will provoke the 
minimum of discontent and popular dissatisfaction if 
the Government can take the publio into confidence 
by boldly declaring that the proceeds of the duty shall 
be •ear-marked' for providing social security services 
to the hunger-stricken millions of India. 

The objed of this monograph is to present some 
of the broad soci&l and economic principles underlying 
de&t.h duties. The lt&li&n economist Rignano's 
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The Social Significance of Death Duties (with an 
introduction by Lord Stamp) and Shultz's The Taxa
tion of lnheritance contain useful information on this 
subject from various points of view. This monograph 
is mainly a summary and restatement of ideas which 
are . the subject of agreement among professional 
economists. 
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