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PREFACE 

I 

The analysis of world-economic data and their comparison 

are two main purposes of the present study. In each chapter 

the topics discussed are diverse as well as the regions. 

There is no attempt at dealing specifically with the applied 

economics or economic statesmanship of any single country or 

countries. Nor is economic history the subject matter. It should 

be observed also that no formula for India's economic salvation 

is an objective of this study. It seeks to place several countries 

in the perspective of one another in regard to certain items of 

economic development. England, Germany and the U.S.A. are 

treated here as examples of hyper-development. in technocracy and 

industrialism (comprising agriculture and commerce). Capitalism, 

-<>f which socialism is in my, judgment an integral part,-has 

its most adult representatives in these economies. India, like 

China, the Balkan Complex, Latin America, and many other 

regions politically free or unfree, in East and West,. stands for 

the techno-economically underdeveloped type. 

To this backward pattern belongs Russia. But the deve­

lopments tinder Gosplan since October 1928, and especially her 

resistance to Germany during the three campaigns of 1941-43 
have rendered Soviet Russia the most instructive specimen of 

economic theory and practice both to backwards and go-aheads. 

This is why the shadow of Soviet Russia or communistic 

economy has fallen on every chapter. In my interpretations on , 

the Soviet experiments and achievements, however, I have reject­

ed, on the one hand, the ultra-conservative or classicist view-
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point as exhibited in Collectivist Economic Planning (London, 
1935) edited by von Hayek. On the other hand, it has not been 
possible for me to agree with Sidney and Beatrice Webb's Soviet 

Russia A. New Civilisation? (London, 1936), which appears to 
be much too romantic and unrealistic. The strengtn and limita­

tions of Stalinist communism, i.e., state-capitalism have been 

analyzed from fresh angles of vision. 
Part of the sections on economic Russia used in this publi­

cation has already been utilized in my Villages and Towns as 

Social Patterns ( 1941 ). The material was originally published 
in journals. While making use of these data for the present 
work it happened to be overlooked, regrettably enough, that they 

ha4 found place in the previous publication . 
. We have had to encounter in this study the Anglo-German 

as well as the Cli;nese-lndian economies. Some of the many 

intermediate economic patterns of capitalism-cum-socialism that 
lie in between· have likewise had to be envisaged. But whether 

ir be these capitalistic economies or whether it be the commu~is­
tic, i.e., non-capitalistic or state-capitalistic socialism of Soviet 
Russia, the facts and figures are presented as but samples or illus­
trative data. 

The grammar of economic development is realistically eluci. 
dated with the statistiq of foreign capital as of exports and im· 
ports,· of urbanization as of mechanized agriculture, of industrial 

wealth as of agri~ultural output, and of bank capitalism as of 
social insurance. The object in every instance is but to furnish 
concrete foundations for the .theory of arthik unnati (economic 
progress). It may be observed en passant that Arthik Unnati is 
the tide of the monthly economic journal in Bengali establish­

ed by me in April 1926 with the support, among others, of Dr. 
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Narendra Nath Law, Managing Director, Bange'swari Cotton 
Mills Ltd. 

II 
The work has grown out of a number of public lectures. 

It derives its title from the topic of the lecture delivered at the 
University of Bombay on Novei?ber 2 I, 1940. 

At the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad (Bihar), the 
subject was "Technology and Economics" (April 22, 1940). 
This was the subject also at the University Club, Benares 
(March 2'1, 1942). 

On November 9• 1940 at the Insurance Field Workers' 
Conference (Calcutta), and on January 12, 1941 at the opening 
of the Hindusthan Rubber Works (Calcutta) the subject was 
"War-Economy and Indian Industrialism." "War and Social 
Economy'' constituted the topic at the Aloke-chakra Club at 
Krishnagar (April 22, 1942). Two lectures at the Bangiya 
Dhana-Vijnan Parishat (Bengali Institute of Economics) dealt 
with "Inflation ig Theory and Practice" and the "Economics of 
Inflation" (March 28, and April II, 1943). 

Commercial problems of the war-period formed the subject­
matter of presidential speeches at the Jalpaiguri Electric Supply 
Co. Ltd. (September 28, 1940), Bangiya Byabasa Sammelan 
(Bengali Merchants' Conference, Nov. 30, 1940), the Associated 
Bank of India (January 7• 1941), the Bengal Exchange Bank 
(April 2, 1941) and the Paper Dealers' Conference convened by 
Bhola Nath Dutt & Sons (December 3· 1942). Insurance busi­
ness during war-inflation was dealt with at the inauguration in 
Calcutta of the Chief Agency of the Warden Insurance Co. Ltd. 
of Bombay (Chimanlal Desai & Co.) on August 11, 1943-
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Under the auspices of the All-Bengal Economic Conference 
two presidential addresses were delivered for the Economic 

Planning Section (April 27, 1941 and April 14, 1943). The 
second had special reference to post-war planning. Post-war 
world-economy was dealt with in a talk at the Rotary Club 
(July 24, I 94 I). Rural reconstruction was the subject of a 
presidential speech at the Calcutta University Institute (May 

10, 1941), at which the problem was dealt with by the chief 
speaker, Mr. H. S. M. Ishaque, Director of the Rural Recons­
truction Department of the Government of Bengal. 

Topics of economic and social re-making were discussed 
at the Muslim Literary Society (November x6, 1941) and as a 
president at the Social Hygiene Conference of the Calcutta 
Corporation (May 13, I 943). With special reference to East 
Bengal they formed likewise the chief topics of addresses at 
the seventy first anniversary of the T ripura Hitasadhini Sabha 

(Calcutta, July, 25, 1943) as well as at the annual meeting of the 
Dacca Bandhab Samiti (Calcutta, . August 22, 1943). The 
attention of the audience was drawn to roads,'ports and popu­
lation questions at the last two conferences. 

Applied Statistics was the subject of the presidential address · 
at a sectional meeting of the Sixth Indian Statistical Conference 

held at Calcutta on January 5· 1943· The establishment of the 
Economic Society of Ripon College (April I, 1941), the Com­
mercial College of Bharati Manavidyalaya (August 14, 1941), 
as well as of the National Institute of Banking and Insurance 
(September 1 I, 1941) under the auspices of Calcutta National 
Bank offered occasions for presidential discussions on economic 
ideologies. 
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III. 
Part of the material in this book has been published m 

diverse forms since 1940 in the Calcutta Review, the Indian 

Journal of Economics (Allahabad), India and the World, Cur~ 

rent T.hought, Hindusthan Standard, India Tomorrow, Arthik 

Unnati (Economic Progress), Social Welfare (Bombay) and the 

Indian Journal of Political Science (Allahabad). 

The methods and conclusions are due in a great part to the 

constant habit of consulting the Statistical A bstr~ct for Br~tish 
lndid along with the Statistical Abstract of the United King­
dom, Statistisches Jahrbuch fur das Deutsche Reich, Statistique 

Generate de Ia France, Annuario Statistico Italiano, Annuaire 

Statistique de la SociCte des Nations, Federal Reserve Bulletin 

and the Financial and Economic Annual of Japan as well as the 

International Labour Review (Geneva and Montreal). Woy­

tinsky' s Welt in Zahlen (Berlin, 7 volumes) belongs to this 

group of constant contacts. Many of the international statis­

tical data derived from these sources have been utilized in my 

previous works, e.g., Economic Development (Vol. I. 1926), 
Vol. II. (1932, 1938), Cor:zparative Birth, Death and Growth 
Rates (1932), Indian Currency and Reserve Bank Problems 

( 1933, 1934), Imperial Preference vis-a-vis World-Economy 

(1934) and Social Insurance Legislation and Statistics (1936). 
~hese data have .not been reprod~ced in the present; 

study but have been referred to at times. Illustrative material 

has been exhibited from far and near in order to render the study 

realistic and somewhat comprehensive. The charts and equa­

tions of indices published in the works mentioned above furnish · 

the foundations of the present book. 

These studies have grown·, as already indicated, out of 
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association with and the requirements of the economic and busi­
ness institutions, cultural movement~ and academic life of the 
country. But they are not sponsored by any Government 
Department, commercial office or political organization. They 
do not, therefore, recommend any panaceas for immediate adop­
tion. The suggestions are but personal attempts at thinking 
aloud. In spite of the intensely concrete and factual character of 
the contents the treatment is essentially analytical and frankly 
speculative or theoretical. It may not, therefore, hurt anybody 
materially. I am not interested in combating or promoting the 
party shibboleths of any denomination in India or abroad. 

IV. 

Some of the fundamental' ideas of the present study are 
to be found in my previous publications in Europe, e.g., "Die 
lndustrialisierung lndiens' (Verein Deutscher lngenieure 

Nachrichten, Berlin, 1924), "lndiens Entwicklung im Vergleich 
zu Eur-Amerika" (Deutsche Rundschau, Berlin 193o), "Aspetti 
e Problemi della Moderna Economia Indiana': (Annali di Econo­

mia, Milan, 1930) Die Enttvicklung und weltwirtschaftliche 

Bedeutung des modernen lndien (Stuttgart 1931 ), "It Movi­
mento lndustriale e Commerciale dell'India ed i suoi rapporti 
internazionali" (Commercio, Rome, 1931), "Die. weltwirt­
schaftliche Bedeutung der indischen Eisenbahnen im Rahmen 
de~ internationalen Eisenbahnstatistik" (Allgemeines Statistisches 

Archiv, Jena, 1931), "La Sociographie hindoue aux debuts du 
capitalisme moderne" (Revue /nternationale de Sociologic, Paris, 
1936), LA Situation demographique de l'lnde actuelle vis-a-vis 
les recoltes, Jes industries et les capitaux (International Congress 
of Population, Paris, 1937). , 
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Many of the facts and ideas published in this book were 

acquired during 1929'"31 while travelling, for the second- time, 

and making investigations in England, France, Germany, 

Czechoslovakia, Austria, Switzerland and ltaly.1 I should like 

once more to be able to enjoy the library facili~ies of those 

tountries and make up-to-date my notes, some of which go back 

to the first contacts of 1914-25. 
It was during this period that the main ideologies of the 

present work took a more or less precise form. On this theme 

two courses of lectures were delivered by me as Gastprofessor. 

at the Technische Hochschule of Munich under the common. 

title of Wirtschaftliches und soziales lndien der Gegenwart im 

Rahmen der Weltwirtschaft. 2 The lectures for the Summer 

Semester 1930 were 39 in number and were called Die sozia/­
okonomischen V erhaltnissen I ndiens. In the Winter Semester 

193o-3I there ·were 43 lectures and they were described as Die 
technisch-wirtschaftlichen Strukturwandlungen des indischen 

Volkes. 

The equations of comparative industrialism and techno­

cracy constituted die subject matter of lectures likewise at the 

Universities of Jena and Kiel (May 1930), the Technische 

Hochschule of Stuttgart (November 1930), the Landwirtschaft-

1 A part of these travels and investigations is describe<!_ in B. K. Sarkar: 
"The Geneva Complex in World-Economy" (Journal of the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce, June ·1931), "Contacts with Economic Italy" (! B.N.C., 
June and December 1931) and "Industrial Centres and Economic Institutions 

in Germany" (l.B.N.c.: September, 1931). 
2. The titles of these eighty-two class lectures may be seen in English in 

the Journal of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce for March, 1932., 
("Economic and Social Developments in Modern India in the Perspective of 
World-Economy"), or in The Soci4l and EconQfYiic Ideas of Benoy Sarkar, 
edited by Banesvar Dass (Calcutta, 1940) pp. 592.-599-
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liche Hochschule of Berlin (November 193o), the University of 
lnnsbruck (November 1930), the Technische Hochschule ~f 

Karlsruhe (December 1930), the Handelshochschule of Niirn­
berg (December, 1930), the Universities of Wiirzburg and 
Leipzig (January and February, 1931 ), and the Technische 
Hochschule of Dresden (July, 1931) as well as at the Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry of Bielefeld (January 193 1 ), Solingen 
(February 1931), and Augsburg (March 1931). The lectures 
were organized by the Deutsche Akademie of Munich. 

On invitation from the. University of Geneva two 
lectures on the world-economic aspects of economic India 
were delivered at the lnstitut National Genevois. The 
subject of the lecture delivered on November 27, 1929 was Les 
Experiences . politiques et economiques dans Ia civilisation. 

• hindoue. · On January 8, 1930 the lecture was given over to 
La revolution industrielle et commerciale aux lndes actuelles. 

Under the auspices of the Serena Foundation of London the 
Universid Bocconi of Milan held two lectures on the topics of 
the present publication. One was entitled Lo Stato e l'Econo­

mia ne/r Attivita del Popolo lndu (2o Feb. 193o). ffhe title 
of my other lecture was L'lndustrialismo nell' India odierna (21 
Feb. 1930). The same lectures were repeated at the Royal Uni­
versity of Padua on February 24 and 25, 1930. The Royal 
University of Rome held a lecture on March 16, 1930. The 
subject was ll Movimento lndustriale e Commerciale dell' 

India ed i suoi Rapporti lnternazionali. 

Population, public health and social questions have not 
been overlooked in the present work. ifheir place in the equa. 
tions of world-economy is considerable and indeed very often 
decisive. The equations of comparative demography were 
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placed before the International Congress of Population held at 

Rome in September 1931. At that session the present author 

was one of the sectional presidents and read the paper on 

1 Quozienti di Natalita, di Mortalita e di Aumento Naturale 

nell' India attuale nel Quadro della Demogra{ia Comparata. 3 

The impact of these demographic equations is to be seen in the. 

tableau economique for 1785-1940 on PP· 18-20 as well as in 

other sections. 

v. 
It is during a World-War that the present work has been 

planned and is being issued. War-economy and demobilization 

or post-war reconstruction have, therefore, automatically forced 

themselves upon the investigation as up-to-date topics. In any ~ 
case it is obvious that military-naval-aerial equipment is to a 

very considerable extent but an aspect of agriculture, manu­

facture and commerce. It is mainly science, industrialism and 

technocracy that we encounter in war-organization and war 

effort. Comparative militarism becomes thereby just another 

field for the illustration of the theory of arthik unnati (economic 

progress) and of the equations of world-economy. 

The techno-economic equations between Soviet Russia and 

Germany throw considerable light on tl:ieir comparative military 

equipment. The Anglo-German militaristic equations have 

likewise to be elucidated as some of the items in their compara­

tive techno-economic progress. 

To the problem of such equations in world-militarism as 

an aspect of the equations of world-economy some attention 

3 Available in English as "Comparative Birth, Death and Growth Rates" 
(lournal of the Indian Medical Association Calcutta, 1932). 
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has been drawn in this study. But care has been taken to point 

otit that many non-technocratic a~d non-economic forces are 

also to be ·seen in war-preparedness as well as military organi- . 

Zation. No exclusively techno-economic interpretation of war-

. fares; militarism or war equipment can be established· as a 

reasonable proposition. The subjec.t deserves a detailed and 

intensive analysis, which, however, the present work does not 

offer. 

The book is dedicated to Sj. Satis Chandra Mukerjee, 

whose Dawn Society (r9o2-o6) and Dawn and Dawn Society's 
Magazine served, among other things, to promote an interest 

in the swadesh'i (indigenQus) industrial movement as a factor 

in the Bengali revolution· of 1905, 
The index has been prepared by. my wife, Mrs. Ida Sarkar 

nee Stieler, to whom thanks are due. 

Calcutta, 
October 4• 1943. 

BENOY KuMAR SARKAR 
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Indian Currency and Reserve Bank Problems 

Journal o/ the Royal Statistical Society (London): "The arthor 
has put forward with considerable force and statistical support the 
argument that the · amount and Rupee value of India's exports 
(mainly agricultural) are not necessarily dependent on the rate of 
exchange.'' 

Hindu (Madras): ''On most questions Profersor Sarkar's views 
are not identical with those held by prominent businessmen in the 
country. On every question he has attempted to substantiate his 
ease by facts and figures. Ons fails to see how the businessmen 
can pick holes in Professor Sarkar's arguments. A highly stimula­
ting treatise on ~certain aspects of Indian monetary and banking 
problems.'' 

Insurance and Finance Review (Calcutta) : "It was Professor 
Sarkar who first raised his voice against the 'classical' economists, 
so to say, of India, for example, the Bombay millowners. In this 
monograph will be found the -germs of the formation of a new school 
of economic thought in Bengal that approaches the economic · prob­
lems of the day from an objective point of view without yielding to 
popular confusions or dictates of interested partisans in a controversy." 
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People (Lahore): "Professor Sarkar is an optimist. The business 
community still continues to take a pessimistic view of the present 
rate of exchange. Many ~f us think that the continued export of 
gold must sooner or later bring the country to the verge of bankruptcy 
but Professor Sarkar knows more than any one else. Professor 
Sarkar approves of the Reserve Bank Bill and advises the business 

community to accept it." 
Amrita Bazar Patrik.a (Calcutta): "Professor Sarkar is the founder 

of the present-day Bengali school of economics who support the 
linking of Rupee to sterling at 18d. per Re. and the exports of 
gold from India. The arguments adduced are well reasoned, inte· 
resting and educative." 

Imperial Preference visavis Wo.rld Economy 

Economic journal (London): 'The arguments are full and well· 
reasoned and are copiously illustrated by figures and charts. Sarkar is 
a vigorous as well as prolific writer and is not afraid of propounding 
views which run counter to those held by a large section of Indian 
politicians." -

Commercial Gazette (Calcutta): "Professor Sarkar, as it is well 
known, is one of the very few economic thinkers who refuse to throw 
themselves headlong into the general stream of economic thought 
prevailing in the country. And in this case too the interpretation · 
he gives of the results of the Ottawa Agreement runs counter to the 
generally held opinion on this subject in India. The judgment is 
marked by a breadth of outlook very rarely met with in the writings 
of Indian economists." 

Sir Alfred Zimme;n (Oxford and Geneva): "I am entirely at one 
with you in your approach to the subject as against the pure Free 
Tnsders on the one hand and advocates of closed systems on 
the other." · 

Amrita Bazar Patrika (Calcutta): ''In this well documented and 
graphically illustrated monograph the eminent Professor of the 
Calcutta University with his characteristic erudition and level-headed 
judgment makes a threadbare and analytical etudy of India· s 
foreign trade." 

journal of the Royal Institute of International Atfaira (London): 
"An ambitious attempt to elucidate the present chaotic condition 
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of international economic relations, and to show the directions 
along which, in his opinion, these are developing. The chapters 
are valuable." (Prof. Coatman). 

Economic Development 
American Economic Review: "Professor Sarkar, a well known 

Indian scholar, endeavors to determine a proper economic policy for 
India. He concludes that the standards of living in Western Europe 
and the U.S.A. can be raised only to the extent of a simultaneous 
development in the industrially less developed countries (India, China, 
Balkans, South America, etc.).'' (Prof. Bogart). 

Allgemeines Statistisches Archiv (Jena): ''He has been able to 
offer a judgment that is faultless both in theory and economic 
policy.'' (Prof. Henninger). 

Economic Journal (London): "The author draws comparisons and 
lessons for Indian economic development not only from British but 
also (and often more appositely) from. many of the Eastern European 
and Far Eastern countries.'' 

Weltwirtschaftliches Archiv (Jena): "Special significance is attached 
to the method of quantitative comparisons which Sarkar designates 
as comparative industrialism or comparative capitalism. Certainly 
the economic equations calculated by Sarkar give a clear picture 
of India's economic position in the perspective of the countries 
compared with." (Prof. Wehrle). 

Professor Andre Siegfried (Paris)·: "In the chapters consecrated 
to capitalism in Bengal and rationalization in Indian industry are 
discussed the questions of mighty interest and I rejoice to study them 
under your direction." 

Technile und Wirtscha/t (Berlin): ''Of considerable use even to 
critical European theorists and practical men. A most highly subs~ 
tantial work of the. wellknown Indian scholar.'' (Prof. Hashagen). 

Social Insurance Legislation and Statistics 
Zeitschrift /iir die gesamte V ersicherungswissenschaft: "Sarkar 

as one of the most valuable social and economic scientists of India 
and a corresponding member of many European scientific institutes. 
During 1930 and 1931 he was a Visiting Professor at the Techno· 
logical University of Munich. His book is a systematic exposition 
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of social politics and social insurance with reference to the laws 
relating to this field obtaining in the leading countries of the world. 
This furnishes the book with its high charm and special value. It 
should be added that the entire treatment is rendered alive to our 

eyes through plentiful statistical data.'' 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science: 

''Without questioning Marxian economics Sarkar stresses the fact that 
the mechanism of social insurance has been an outstanding factor in 
the building up of what he calls the "neo·capitalism" or the "second 
industrial revolution" which counteracts the evils of the first indus­
trial revolution. the iron law of wages and the entire basic concept 
of socialistic economics. The development of social insurance is 
truly described as an attempt by society to protect itself against 
social risks which have been brought about by the industrial revolu­
tion. The book primarily written for India has value for the American 
student in its revealing economic facts in that populous nation." 

Allgemeines Statistisches Archio (Jena): "Here is a book which 
can be of useful service to the statesmen, professors and students not 
only of India but of other countnes as well. Besides, it furnishes 
many instructive comparisons." 

American Sociological Reoiew : ''From a theoretical viewpoint 
Sarkar' s work is more interesting than the usual book on social 
insurance in general. The usefulness of the book is increased by the 
abundance of factual information carefully documented. Professor 
Sarkar has approached the subject of social insurance from a broad 
socio-economic viewpoint." lProf. R. Clyde White). 

Economic Journal (London): "The purpose of this book is to make 
available mainly to Indian politicians and students, knowledge of the 
extent and methods of social insurance in Europe and other parts 
of the world and to discuss their suitablity to Indian conditions. The 
existing provision in India for sickness, accidents, old age and 
unemployment is fully discussed and the serious gaps in it are made 
evident." 

The Sociology of Races, Cultures and 

Human Progress 
Anna/a of the American Academy of Political and Social Science: 

"It is aimed against the cultural chauvinism among scientists and 
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philosophers of the West in regard to the East. It holds that this 
minimizing of the Orient was engendered by the political enslavement 
of Asia by Eur-America." (Prof. M. T. Price). 

Manchester Guardian: ''An introductory essay and five astonishing 
monographs. •' 

American Political Science Review: "The wide range of subjects 
intelligently discussed reveals evidence of unusual versatility on the 
part of the author." (Prof. Garner). 

American Sociological Review: "The greatest value of the book 
lies in the explanation it offers of the national ideals of China and 
India, It presents what appears to be a thorough appraisal. Dr. Sarkar 
strongly objects, and somewhat justifiably so, to the picture of 'back­
ward Asia' drawn by Western writers.'' (Prof. Chakerian). 

Sociology and Social Research (Los Angeles, U.S.A.): ''The main 
thesis of the book is challenging and worthy of careful thought." 

Sozialwissen scha/tliches Literaturblatt (Berlin) : "Professor 
Sarkar reminds us in many ways of our Oswald Spengler on account 
of startlingly manysided erudition and intellectual flexibility with 
which this scholarship traverses in a powerful manner all the regions 
and epochs of human culture. The book exhibits plenty of learning 
combined with restraint of temperament." 

Hindustan Review (Patna): "He presents his case with learning 
and ransacks the historical literature of the world in his support. He 
~as much to say about recent trends, political and cultural, both in 
India and China. Although the book is addressed primarily to 
scholars and specialists, and not to the general reader, nevertheless 
the latter also will derive much gain from its careful perusal." 

Amer~can journal o/ Sociology: ''An acid criticism of a prejudiced 
Western concept of the Orient and an attack on Occidental "albino­
cracy and colonialism.'' A highly sophisticated connoisseur of 
Ewo-American ·culture, the author is a determined spokesman of 
Asiatic self-determination and resistance against Euro·American pene­
tration. The publication is of unquestionable interest to the student of 
sociology as well as to the observer of world politics and of Asiatic 

de"elopments in particular. 
•'The comparative treatment of certain aspects of Oriental and 

Occidental culture is designed to <,Jeflate Western ethnocentrism .. 
Details of the analysis remind the reader of the Spenglerian style of 
interpretation. It is well worth reading both as a source of infor· 
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mation and as a learned interpretation of an all-Asiatic swarajism" 
(Prof. Ernest Manheim). 

journal o/ the Benares Hindu University: "As to the outstanding 
merit of Dr. Sarkar' s works in general suffice it to say that Sarl(arism 
has now become almost a common expression in the particular 
fields of his work. With the solitary exception of Mahatma Gandhi 
there is hardly any other living leader of thought in India to whose 
name ism has ever been applied. Seldom do we find such a wide 
recognition of one's worth in one's own life-time. Benoy Sarkar is 
o~e of the few in the world to-day who have achieved such . .. emmence. 

Villages and Towns as Social Patterns 
Man (Royal Anthropological Institute, London): "It is thought· 

ful and suggestive and worthy of attention by those who 
are interested in sociological method as well as by those who are 
specially concerned with India. Sarkar's position is that while one 
group may lag behind another in certain respects there should be 
no distinction between sociologie and aociologie coloniale. He will 
have nothing to do with the false dichotomies of East and West, 
country and town. He scorns Sp~ngler's ideal peasant as a figment 
of wishful thinking. He also objects to all the · philosophers, 

theologians and sociologists who frame some scheme or other that 
pretends to be a final consummation. Sarkar's essay bas value in its 
insistence that change and struggle are likely to go on unceasingly. 

,.Sarkar attempts to discuss sociology in general, and writes with 
special illustrations from Indian conditions, though also with consi· 
derable knowlege of Euramerican life." 

Aryan Path (Bombay): "A standard work of the 6rst rank and 
value. Those who are acquainted with the voluminous writings of 
Sarkar know what to expect of him, a mine of information and 
scholarly treatment. The task is colossal, and only a much-travelled 
and well-read man like our author i.e qualified to attempt it. Com­
parative statistical data in regard to conditions prevailing in India, 
America, England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and Russia are 
given. Besides, the views of eminent thinkers and writers in some 
non-English Ewopean languages are marshalled and discussed, which 
will be of help to the research ~eholar who may not otherwise have 
access to their views owing to the language barrier.'' 
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International Affairs (London) : "A study in the processes and 
forms of societal transformations, this book, the author of which is 
a noted Indian scholar, deals also with the social forces affecting 
reconstructive progress in India and gives interesting facts and 
figures." 

Hindustan Review (Patna): "Dr. Sarkar' s works are always 
characterized by thoroughness and · scholarship. The book is 
extremely stimulating and thought-provoking in which interest is 
throughout maintained at an even pitch.'' 

New Review (Calcutta): ''An excellent investigation,. conducted 
in the scientific spirit for which the author has a well deserved 
reputation, into a field with immense possibilities, hitherto hardly 
more than touched. Among the questions dealt with are hyper­
urbanization, the financial dominance of mammoth towns, the 
masculinization of women, caste and class distinctions and incom~ 
groups, the sex-ratio of a big city, housing problems, customs and 
ceremonies in Asia, Europe and A1~erica, population, miscegenation 
(he holds that the Indian population includes a large proportion 
of Eur-Asians or Anglo-Indians besides the community of that 
name), nutrition, industrialization. Factual illustrations are drawn 
from India and abroad.'' 

Indian P. E. N. (Bombay): ''He draws elaborately from illustrations 
and statistical data all over the world and seeks to establish the 
thesis that the problems of social causation or functional correlates 
can, with advantage, be interpreted in terms of rural-urban sociology. 
One cannot fail to appreciate the refreshing vigour with which the 
facts are presented and certain conclusions arrived at.'' 
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Sarkarism 
By Subodh Krishna Ghoshal 

• International Affairs (Journal of the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, London) : "In his brochure on the ideas and ideals of 
Benoy Sarkar, Mr. Ghoshal does not claim to do more than indicate 
the guiding principles of Sarkarism on a variety of subjects. In the 
political sphere Sarkar holds the view that independence and 
sovereignty are limited as a matter of course. He rejects the romantic 
soul-theory of nationality of which Hitler is the latest exponent, 
and regards the state as a mechanical conglomeration of domestic 
units, clan-communities, socio-economic units, etc., not dependent 
on race, language or culture. There are many ideas here which 
deserve consideration by those who are thinking of a future inter· 
national organization.'' 

Rangoon Daily News: ''Professor Ghoshal has made a modest 
but successful attempt to summarize the philosophy underlying the 
writings of Benoy Sarkar, that eminent and distinguished Indian 
writer and thinker. He has tackled a really difficult task and that 
in a limited spac~. The book is an abie analysis of Professor Sarkar's 
philosophical ideas and makes an interesting study.'' 

Man in India (Ranchi): ''The author seeks to analyze and set forth 
the entire philosophy of life in its economic, cultural and social 
aspects as revealed in the writings of one of India's most prolific 
and thoughtful and forceful writers, Professor Benoy Kumar Sarkar of 
the Calcutta University, whose intellectual and philosophical interests 
range "from scientific achievements to the folklore of primitive men." 
By apt quotations and from reference's to Sarkar 's writings the author 
shows how thoroughly Sarkar is a forceful exponent of creative 
individualism, of energism and activism. Sarkar's views on other 
aspects of human culture-sociological, political, economic, aesthetic 
and religious-are equally interesting, instructive and stimulating, and 
deserve the serious attention and consideration of educated Indians.'' 

Pragmatism and Pioneering in Benoy Sarkar's 
Sociology and Economics 
By Nagendra Nath Chaudhury 

Economic Journal (London): ''The latest addition to the rapidly 
increasing literature dealing with the thought and writings of Benoy 
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Sarkar contains one chapter dealing with his economic work. His 
main contribution to the development of economic thanking in India 
is a more scientific approach, coupled with a careful study of 'the 
application of the methods and means developed elsewhere to the 
social and economic problems of India.;' 

International Affairs (Chatham House, London): "N. Chaudhury's 
interesting volume should be valuable to the ordinary British reader. 
N. C.'s review is refreshing and affords illuminating glimpses of the 
background which they provide for Western folk concerned in Indian 
thought and progress. Benoy Sarkar' s writings have had a profound 
effect upon the intellectuals of Bengal and elsewhere.'' (Prof. A. H. 
Byrt). 

The Journal of Philosohpy (New York): "T}le book is valuable for 
its careful enumeration of Sarkar's books, articles and lectures made 
in various parts of the world in all of which Sarkar has counteracted 
some traditional ideas and initiated something new. He establishes a 
doctrine of equality, a Monroe Doctrine for Asia, in which India takes 
her place as an equal with other nations. He is an anthropological 
equalitarian who evolves equations to be applied indifferently to all 
peoples. He claims that the India of 1932 is equivalent economically 
to the Germany of 1860-70. According to Sarkar, all that India needs 
to do is to locate herself with respect to a country which has run the 
race of progress and then imitate her.'' (Prof. K. Landon). 

American Sociological Review : ''This book should be a great 
help to any scholar who wishes to understand modern India. 
Chaudhury has given a clear picture of what Sarkarism is and its place 
in nationalist India today. Sarkar gave India a completely new 
picture of the outside world. His views of race and culture and 
nationalism are refreshingly new. Sarkar's activities are as numerous 
as his writings are voluminous and in keeping with his encyclopcedic 
knowledge in diverse fields.'' 

Philosophy (London) : "The work of Benoy Sarkar has had a pro­
found influence on Indian sociology, a'nd has inspired in recent years 
a number of appreciative studies of which this is one. In the early 
years of this century Sarkar began his career by devoting himself to a 
programme of national schools sponsored by the National Council 
of Education of Bengal, and became an exponent of inductive teaching 
methods in the vernacular. In 1914 he left for a world tour to study 
aocial and economic phenomena, and remained abroad for twelve 
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years, paying particular attention to -r.ngland, the United States; 
Germany, France, China and japan. The results of his observations 
and multitudinous personal contacts appeared in a series of thirteen 
volumes of the Modern World (Varttaman Jogat), after initial publica· 
tion in Calcutta and other journals. These did much to stimulate the 
interest of the Bengal intelligentsia in the economics and culture of 
the contemporary outside world and to ·enforce comparison with 
Indian conditions. At the same time Sarkar played a prominent part 
in interpreting to the scholars of Western countries the contributions of 
Hindu culture in science, art, and politics, embodying much of his 
thought in his later Positive Background o/ Hindu Sociology. Since 
his return he has used this cosmopolitan outlook in the foundation 
of research institutes and in the vigorous promotion of industrial, 
scientific and cultural changes in Indian society. 

"In all this work he has aimed Rt preserving a non-political stand· 
point, and his approach i:s described in the book here reviewed as 
"pragmatic idealism''. His ideali~m, starting from a frank recogni· 
tion of India's backwardness-expressed in a series of "equations of 
comparative industrialism''-proceeds from the assumption that an 
evolutionary progress is possible, though only from one stage of 
disequilibrium to another, by utilizing the forces of "creative indivi· 
dualism.'' He rejects the ~larxist analysis of social and economic 
phenomena, holding, for instance, that poverty cannot ever be finally 
abolished, but will always remain, though it may change its forms. 
His pragmatism lays stress on the need for self-help in aiming at 
social change, and judges the value of effort by the results gained. 
Believing that backward India is moving essentially along the same 
economic and social lines as the Western world, and that her major 
task is to catch up. he is deeply interested in the applications of 
technical and industrial research to material development and social 
welfare and his association with leading industrialists and business men 
is close. · 

"The book gives a very useful account of Sarkar"s life-history, of 
the influences that have tended to mould his thought and work. and 
of the stimulus that be has given to Indian social and economic 
research. One would have welcomed, however. a more thorough· 
going analysis of Sarkar"s exact place in contemporary Indian socio· 
logy, and of the degree to which his •·pragmatic idealism" 6ta the 
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facts of present-day Indian political and social conditions." (Prof. 
Raymond Firth). 

Philosophical Review (New York) : ''The author sketches a 
few instructive observations about the pedagogics, social philo­
sophy, economic theories, and internationalism of one of the 
makers of ''Young India". Professor Sarkar, who has studied 
Western civilization extensively, and who has been influenced 
particularly by "the American spirit, practical, dynamic, and 
progressive as it is", is concerned with the emancipation of 
India. This he endeavors to accomplish by his pragmatic system, 
frequently called "Sarkarism", which is a critical application of 
Western liberal ideas to Indian conditions, and in many respects 
is diametrically opposed to the traditionalism of Gandhi. Sarkar 
advocates far-reaching industrialization of his country, full social 
security, complete equality of races and the sexes, close interna­
tional cooperation, moral and spiritual education, and not least the 
need for "progress" which he define& as ''creative disequilibrium". 

''Sarkarism'' strikes one as a critical eclecticism of Western ideas 
since the eighteenth century, reminding the reader variously of 
Wilhelm von Humboldt or Mill, of Tolstoy or the social Encyclicals, 
of john Dewey or the Fabians. It is an impressive contribution to 
increasing intellectual interdependence between East and West, 
and a looking-glass revealing ourselves as seen through the eyes of 
the progressive East. (Prof. Philipp Weintraub). 

Conflicting Tendencies in Indian Economic Thought 

By Shih Chandra Dutt 

Economic Journal (London): "Though Mr. Dutt is obviously in 
sympathy with the modernist views of Professor Sarkar he has, so far 
as we can judge, furnished a fair presentation of the doctrines 

enumerated by Mahatma Gandhi.'' 

Professor P. T. Homan (Cornell University, U.S.A.): "I was 
specia1ly glad to see an extended treatment of Sarkar's writings. 
I was of course aware of the tendencies, but had never before run 
on to any clear statement and contrast of them." 



[ xiii ] 

The Social and Economic Ideas of Benoy Sarkar 
Edited by Pofessor Banesvar Dass 

Aryan Path <Bombay): "The book is a fitting tribute to one of 

the foremost living thinkers of India and builders of Bengal. There 
is no Indian intellectual who has not read one or another of the 
countless writings of this savant whose knowledge is indeed colossal. 
His versatility is indeed as amazing as his grasp of facts is intimate. 
Professor Sarkar is an institution in himself. And the numerous 
institutions which he has founded are as eloquent witnesses to 
his indefatigable energy and unshaken faith in the future of 
Young India, as his prodigious writings are to his encyclop~:edic 
knowledge." 

Professor F. Hankins, President, American Sociological Society: 
"Sarkar represents a fine amalgam of East and West both in his 
marvelous understanding of the spirit and institutions of European 
culture and in the all-embracing humanism of his moral and spiritual 
outlook. He is a fine prototype of what we all hope the world will 
eventually achieve in the human personality and mutual under­
standing, the true citizen of the world." 

Mysore Economic /c>urnal: ''This is a remarkable book alike in 
conception and production. It is at once a tribute to the genius of a 
great thinker and writer and a nation's homage rendered by friends 
and admirers at the instance of a great firm of publishers of 
whom India ought to be proud. Messrs. Chuckervertty Chatterjee 
& Co. Ltd. Calcutta deserve praise for doing this piece of national 
work. There is no subject which Sarkar has touched which he 
has not adorned. Professor Banesvar Dass, the editor, has done 
his part of the work with commendable zeal." 

Ceylon Observer (Colombo): "The editor has had the collabora· 
tion of a number of distinguished Indians who have themselves made a 
study of Sarkarism. It is possible to trace in all Professor Sarkar's 
writings and lectures a continuity of thought and a systematic approach 
to truth. And especially now, at a time when some of the 6nest 
brains in the world are trying to evolve order out of the present 
chaos, Professor Sarkar's views, backed up by his wide experience 
and clear thinking, should prove to be most valuable.'' 

Insurance and Finance (Calcutta): "In the course of some seven 
hundred pages the editor, Professor Dass, has packed up valuable 
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information about Professor Sarkar and his ideas and activities. 
Since 1906 Sarkar has been influencing Bengali life and language 
and it is in the fitness of things that a work like this should have 
been published. His theories and ide-as are marked with interest 
not only in the land of his birth but also abroad. The present 
well-edited collection of his works therefore will also help in establish· 
ing an international cultural c ~-operation and affinity. Professor 
Sarkar's economic views are generally opposed to the ideas and 
notions prevalent among the scholars, lay public, and politicians of 
India. But his well reasoned arguments often go a long way in corner· 
ing his opponents and oftener than not succeed in winning the oppo­
nents to subscribe to his ideas and views." 

Journal of the Madras University: "Sarkar's views on currency 
and tariff questions as also o~ Indian economic problems will be read 
with interest. Much more interesting are his studies. on aspects of 
social eugenics and sociology. As Dr. N. N. Law points out in his 
Foreword, in order to understand Professor Sarkar as a man and get 
his ideas in the most concise form orie would naturally begin the book 
with The Seven Creeds of Benoy Sar1(ar by Mrs. Ida Sarkar." 

Prof. P. F. Cressey, Eastern Sociological Society (Massachusetts, 
U.S.A): "The work is a valuable compendium of the brilliant and 
scholarly writing of Professor Sarkar. One is impressed by the breadth 
of his knowledge and the accuracy of his scholarship. His extensive 
travels in Europe and America enabled him to understand many 
aspects of Indian culture in relation to a world-setting. This summary 
of his writing should be of value to American scholars interested 
in obtaining a better understanding of India and its place in the 

modern world/' 
Insurance Herald (Calcutta): "\Ve congratulate Prof. Banesvar 

Dass and his collaborators on the very useful work which they have 
produced. The ~book deserves a large circulation as being an 
intimate study of a deep thinker. As a social thinker Prof. Dr. Benoy 
Kumar Sarkar has· a distinct place in the cultural life of Bengal. To· 
day there has grown up in Bengal a school of thought which he has 
built up and moulded. A publication like this has been in demand 
from a growing body of followers who think after Prof. Sarkar and 
would like to have his tenets and creeds in a concise form. Underlying 
all his varied writing~ and activities there is a continuity of thought 
and systematic approach to truth which is known as "Sarkarism" 
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and which is his special contribution to the intellectual life of the 
Province.'' 

Indian P. E. N. (Bombay): ''This book offers an introduction to 
'Sarkarism' which will doubtless send many readers to Sarkar's own 
writings for fuller elucidation of his views. It is a striking tribute to 
the originality and the versatility of Professor Sarkar's thought that so 
large a volume should be dedicated to the discussion of his ideas by 
contemporary scholars.'' 

Insurance World (Calcutta): "Professor Dass and his colla-
borators are to be congratulated on their efforts which we feel sure 
will be reflected in the demand made for the book. There is ample 
evidence to show that he has made the facts and dates as accurate 
as be possibly could, Students of Sarkarism will readily realise that 
the wide field which Benoy Sarkar has covered lends itself to many 
divisions which a man of weightier metal than Professor Dass would 
have found very difficult to marshal into some sense of order. There 
is very little in the way of adverse criticism which can be offered." 

Federated India (Madras): ''These ideas range over a wide field 
and reveal an astonishing versatility. Sarkar is obviously a human 
dynamo. The output is phenomenal. The publication of his ideas 
is an achievement of considerable magnitude.'' 

Commerce (Bombay): "It is of the utmost importance that the 
contributions of such a versatile personality who has rendered a great 
service to the development of Indian thought should be collated 
and their importance to the development of thought properly assessed. 
He has supplied definite ideology to various national movements­
social, political, cultural, economic and literary. ·The book is an 
outstanding contribution of cultural importance." 

Annals o/ the American Academy o/ Political and Social Science: 
''An embodiment of the almost legendary versatility of the Bengali 
intellectual, Professor Benoy Sarkar. ranges over fields not only in 
economics and sociology but also in political science, philosophy, 
religion, art, history and education. Virtually every contribution of 
Sarkar is based on comparative surveys and international investiga­
tions. He stresses the capacities of Indians for material progress and 
the capacities of Occidentals for mystic and metaphysical achieve· 
ments. He favours an international policy for India which will 
supply her with foreign capital needed for her industrialization. 
India's poverty is no indication of overpopulation in Sarkar's mind~ 
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and he issues no call for birth control. The blood of the lower castes 
is replacing that of the upper ; and rather than cut down the 
populace of a people heading again for world-embracing leadership 
in culture. he seems content to wait for industrialization. Gandhi's 
handicraft program he rejects as onesided and utterly inadequate. 
Such considerations should not deter the openminded among 
Occidentals from getting acquainted with the thoughts of wide­
ranging Orientals like Benoy Sarkar. and from being prodded out 
of some of our smug ethnocentric Occidentalism and into stimulating 
Oriental viewpoints.'' 


