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BA 0 R U D 0 I N T YA B J I. 
- ............ 

BoYHOOD AND EDUCATION, 

It R. Tyabji was born on the 8th Ootober, 
l'f" 1844. Hill father was a wealthy Arab 

merchant settled in Bombay, Tyabji 
Bhai Miyan Sahib, who dealt extensively 
with foreign countries, was a very enlighU!ned 
Mnbamg~adan and resolved \o send all his 
son~ to England for education.· The subject 
of our sketch was the youngea~ the two 
others being Sbujauddin and Camruddin. 
Shnjauddin took charge or his father's busi· 
neas. Camruddin, at the end or his training 
in England, was enrolled as a Solicitor of 
the Bombay High Conrt and became succesto 
fulin his line, Like his bro~bers, Badruddin 
learned U rdn and Peraian at Dada Makhra's 
Madrassa and subsequently joined the Elpbin· 
stone Inetitution, After a few yean there he­
had to be sent to France for treatment or the . 
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' ' 4!ft• 0o being eured be W8\lt to WdoD aad 

joined the Newbury ffig~ •Park College in his 
16tJI yeir. He mRtriCIIlaled at lhodba Uairer­
aity and entered upon hi11h,er sbudie&, but these· 
were iuwrrupt.d by. ill·healtb, In consequeacl· 
or which be rttumed to ~ndia £en: a time. _ E~ 
after reoovery, he was· pronounced unequal to 
the strain of University atndies, so tiW, in th• 
end, be became a law student at the Mi~dl' 
Temple and In April, 1881, wee called to the· 
llar. 

'AT '!HI BAIL 
' In November of the f&lll8 yeer he set up 

practioe at the Bombay Hi11h Court, beiag thi 
lirlt; native barrister of the plaoe 88 his brother 
had been the first native solicitor, His initial 

I . . 
diiiiCIIItiell mllllli have been gi'eat, but thfy 
Jielded to hie ability and industry, backed aa 
these were by the powl'l'fnl bPip of hie bretber. 
FluiDoy of apeeeb, choice though soruewW 
dlti'use dlctioa, lucidity of expol'itiOD, dkill iri 
ftH1811lioiDg, al)oveall, a per&ctlydipitied 
and eamest beeriag are qWIIities which would 
have tDIIIII'ed ~ill. illly case; but whtD .. 
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they were combil)!ld, 118 in Mr, 1!adroddin'• 
, case, with ~igh chariwter, sweet manners, and 
single-minded application, they soon raised him 
·.~ the l'ront rank. in his profession. Twci' 
anecdotes deserve to be remembered. A crimii- · 
n~l case before Mr. Justice Westropp h~d end; 
ed, thanks to Mr. Tyabji's defence, in acquittal; 
~ut the Bfi!IVJay IJMettd characterised it in itll 
legal columns 118 *marole and nonsensical. 
Next day as soon as Court began the Judge 
.said to Mr. Tyabji: 
• Mr. Tyibj~ l am glod to see you here, aaa &leo the 
J:WOrler ol tho Bombav l!dlltu, ao I wiab to make 
.;,me obaer..t.io.a upon the report ol tho oaoe wbiob 
waa conotoaoa Jellerday, The paper repnaoota you to 
DVG maU 'I rigmaro!e&M I DODI8Daioal apeech' m 
aerenae ot yoor clienL Aa thsee remarl:a aro ool only 
1111fa.if bol likely to do hanu to • young bmter, I 
a- il my duly to oboerve lha~ iD my opinion, there 
ill ool tho aligbleal fouodolion for thoae remarb. 1 
nooaider lhe c&~~o 1111 m.al ably nonduotea by you, and 
lhaltho .apquiltal of lbe pri1oner 1111 main I)' due to the 
abillly and aldll with whiob yoa addreaaed lbe juey. 

Tbe other anecdote illustrates the strength 
of the man, the quality that has been generally. 
acknowledged as chlll'lll!terietic of him both liS 
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banisterand ·as judge. We, take it from an 
appreciation that appeared in the B11119akll. 

~~ ia aome yem ainoo he appean.l 11 oounael!or au 
aooused person lA a orimlnel appeal before a Division 
Benoh oooeilting ol Mr. Jllllioe·Panoound Mr.JIIII!oe 
Baa ode. Tho oaae had excited aome eeoaalioo at the lime 
aod il wu dllriog lbo hoi do)'ll ol Hay lhat the two 
judgoo Ill lo hoar the appuel. Mr. Tyabji began his 
argument wilb aome prefatory """arb giving a general 
'liew ollhe 0110, aod lhal eoaopied about hall an hour. 
Holben oommooood reading lbe evldeooe. Be had not 
gone on lor more than leo millulee when Ml'IIJoalioo 
l'anoos, who always liked a abort lll'gomen~ eald:-'We 
have raad the e'lidenae, Mr. Tyabji,' Mr. Tyabjl met the 
remark mth a cool' Yoo' and woul on raading the dopQ, 
ailioo alllbo aame. ltlr. JIUIUoo l'araona :-• What ie 
the 11110 ol raadlog lhe depoaitiooa ad wll8tiog the tiine 
olthe Court when we have raad them all? Beller oon1lno 
yolll'l8lllo mob oommoulll118 you may have lo make on 
lhe e'lidouoe'. Hr. Tyabji: 'I dare 118Y1 my Lord, your 
Lordships have raad the e'lideooe but you have read il 
in your owo way. l am here lo mat.. your Lordships 
raad the ovideooo in my way and ilIa only thenlhatyou 

· oan follow my oommoullll And Mr. 'l'yabji had 11 his 
owo way. l!'or two days he kept the Court oooupied 
hearing hie argumeole, wilh the realllt lbel atlaat he 
II8CIIIed an aoqulltallor hi a allen~ and the remark want 
roUDd lba Bar lhal Mr. 'l'yabjl had given a good 18811oo 
on palienoo lo the Bouoh.· 
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~UIILIC WORK. 

For ten years and more he allowed n~ 
thing w distract him frotn the pursuit of 
law, putting away the frequent solicitations 
of Me881'S. Mehta, Telang, and Ranade with 
" That sort of thing is not in my line," It 
was in 1879 that he definitely joined that 
illustrious band of patriots which 1was Bom• 
hay's unique boBSt. To that band he re­

mained attached to the end. His malden 
speec~ was against the abolition of import 
duties on ~tton goods and brought him 
great applause. From this time he was in 
great request at· every public meeting, and 
from the numerous speeches that be made, 
we may select for special mention those on 
the Indian Civil Service question, the Dbert 
Bill and Lord Ripon. The Local Self·Govern• 
ment measure of Lord Ripon was to be carried 

into effect in Bombay in 1882, and Sir James 
Fergusaon, the then Governor, nominated 
Mr. Tyabji to the !Agislative CouucU. His 
work in connecticu with the Municipal and 
LOcal Board Bills was highly ccmmended at 
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the time and the Governor paid him the com· 
.pliment rJ. saying that be would have been 
listened to with rapt attention ·even in th~ 

House of Commons, Close teasoning, clear 
statement, and etndied moderation,· th~n as 
ever,. distinguished hie speeches. He shares 
with such men as Messrs. Hnme, Bonnerjee, 
Naoroji, and others the rare privilege of hav· 
ing assisted at the birth of the Indian National 
Congress which met for. the first time at 
Bombay in December, 1885. Calcutta hadjts 
tUI'n in 1886, and when next ye11r Madras 
bad to welcome the delegates, the nnanimons 
choice of the country for the place of Presi· 
dent fell on ;Mr. Badruddin Tyabji. 

CoNGIU!&'l Pll.&'llDENT, 1887. 
Never WM choice better justifle,d, Three 

speeches stand out in the memory as giving 
that Session of the I. N. C. its pecnliar glory. 
Bajab Sir T. Madbava Bao'e addreas of wei· 
come was couched in diction which snggested 
the cnnning of the Taj Mabal cbisellers, and 
which an Anglo-Indian journal, broad-minded 
and generons in thoee happy daye, declared was 
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11.aucb 88 few pei'Sona iu the continent ofEurope 
ever speak." For pure dash and brlllialloy 
uothiag iu th~ whole range of Congrt18!1 oratory 
ean . equal the shon speech by whioh Mr. 
SllftiiCira Natb BaDoeljee carried the Arms 
Act. .Qe!lolution in the teeth of the opposition 
of tnob leader& as Mfasr&. Humt aud ObaJida.. 
varlr.ar. Jnferior to neither in weight or im• · 
· preasivene~~~, but aopPrior to both in dignity 
and grace of delivery, if88 Mr. Tyabjra Preei· 
dential Addreaa. The preaent wliter atilt 
cherishes as one of bis mo.t preciot18 intellec­
•11111 poaseaiotl8 i.he memory of the eeenewhm 
88 a mere smpliog, be stood behind II -

crowd, drinking in with rapt.ure ~very word aa 
it reached him, clear and apt, none 80 apt, he 
thought, and catcbinR now and then a glimpse 
of the handsome countenance which beamed 
'lrith eameatneu, good humom, and perfect self• 
poaaesti.on. · He began by aayiog that; he bad · 
accepted the oftice of Pnaideat iD epite of m~ 
health. not 80 much because it was the highest 
honour that the people could COII1'er on au In· 
dian, as beca111e be waa anxio111 to demonstrate 
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'in his capacity as a representative of the Anju· 
man·i· blam, of Bombay, that there was nothing 
in the aims and methods of the InWan National 
Congress which could justify his co-religionists 
in keeping alocf from it. He then went on 
tc impress on his audience tl:e need for modem· 
tion, caution, and forbeamnce,- need al• 
ways present, but at that time ofthe inlilllcy 
of the Congress most impemtive • 

. 'rhough I maintain lbt.l lbo ednoatecl naliv811 as 
ulaaure loylll lo the backbone, l man admitthn 
ume o! our ooanlrymen are not lllwaya guarded, or 
oaulioue, in the language they employ. I admillh&t some 
of them aomelimea allord opeuinga for boatile critioWIII; 
alld I myeelf bave observed in aome native newapapere 
and in speeohet, ae~~limente 1111d expreuiona whiob are 
caloulated lo lead one lo oonoluaiona whlob are not 
!lllonded. 'riley baTe not wbolly 'naliaed the Watioo-
1ion belweeu • licenae " .. a "Uberly • and ba-.e not 
wbolly grupea the rut \bat "freedom baa ila re11p0n· 
tJ'bililiea no leu th1111 ita prililltl08,• I 11'\1111 thai nol 

' ~ly in the debetaa of lbia Coups, bnl on 1111 ocoa· 
tiona, my oonnlrym011 will bear ill mind, and impnoll 
~· 1111, lbt.l in order lo enjoy the righta of publlo dii­
owion,llberly of apeooh, and b'berty of the P"*'• wo 
mUll ao oondnol onraelm aa 1o demonalrele by our 
oondacl, moderation and jllltnesa of critici1111, thai we 
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run, aame the ami blNdop 'llhioh 1111 all~ 
Go'ferluluiDt IIIII OOIIl\ll' Olllllnlljeall. 

Now, I& llall ._ -ua. 1lf8'd tW......, 
ae IIOU\IIIJ IJDIJ.IIIhilnilh llle jaehapiralioll.l of !be 
nallve~ or b& In tbe Dnt plooe, 1111• 11 nolllDI""' 
..ur ~~ue, tor 1 11a ... 1111 pea """'"' to bow tiiiiiiJ 
llaropeane, 111111 1lboJII DO IIIIer IDll e._ floieW of 
Inail.bNIIul on lhe !aee or lhe earth. AD4, ill llle 
aeoo•d plaoe, "' mlllt bo prepr.red lo mab oonllaarable 
1111011'111088 for them, for tbeir poaillo1l htn It! -a• 
Ill by lllllloaJt qGIIIllolll, Dol only of 0 polilklol, bali of I 
IIODial ollaraoloor, wbloh leDcllo kelp llle two ooiiUillllllliel 
18110411"1 ia !pile of llle bell ellorla or the tuaU. of lhe 
l!tmlpelns, no ltn lb•olha le..tm of lha Uli'llll ..... 

'Be moderUe In your demaods, jllllla jour lliliolam, 
~In JOIIt ruta. ... losioal Ia )'Olll oonoilllioal, 
Nld I feel ualll'llllbat any propoaall we mar make will 
be reoelveil wllb thai be11Jco conli4uolion , whials il 
~ol•t~ro~osuclomfiRhlaned~ 

liJGII Co1111T J11JlGS, 

In 1895, he accepted a place on the High 
Court Beucb,-!1 promotiou wbieh, ou & former 
OOCI!Sion, lll·bealth bad eolllpell~ bim to de­
cline. A~ Jud~ he m'intAin~ ~is tepufation 
h si.Nng,th, judfcial ttm~, and unfailing 
OOIII'tl!sy to the Bar. He eared more for equity 
and substantial juetiet tb!lll for legal abatrae-
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tione so dear to the heart of those lawyers 
who are ambitious to be known· as jurists. 
Once, indeed, he is said to have declared : 
"These law reports are becoming a onmbrous 
affair, and I PomPtimi'B wiah we could manage 
to got on without them." 

WoMEN'S EDUCATION AND FREEDOM. 

Perhaps, Mr. Tyabji's most solid work waa 
done in connection with the Anjuman-i·I~lam, 
of which he was at first Sewtary and for some 
years before his death President. He held 
advanced views in regard to the condition of 
the women of his c9mmunity and strove hard 
to weaken the power of the lenana sys\em. · 
Unlike many reformers who show their vehe­
'mence only in the denunciation or others, 
Mr. Tyabji, cautious as be was by nature, 
acted on his conviclions in his own family 
circle. His daughters have come out of the 
pnrdsh and received their education in Eng· 
land. Indeed, the Muhammadans of Bombay 
.owe m110h of their present prestig~ and en· 
lightenment as a community to his watchful 
and nnremitting labours on their behalf. 
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PIUI.SIDENT. or m M.A. 0. E. CoiiRllEI!CJ!; 

. When he presided in 1903 over the 
Muhammadan Edtieational Conference held at 
Bombay, h~ made a powerful plea for the 
abandonment of the purdah ~ystem and for a 
liberal education for tbe women of his comuni· 
ty. But the part of his addrefs that will be 
most remembered by his countr.)'lllen is the 
one in which he declared his adhesion to the 
principles of the Indian National Congress,­
& declaration which derives additional force 
from the circumstance that among his hearers 

-.on the occasion was the Governor of Bombay, 
One cannot help contrasting with it the miser­
able tone of apology that other Congressmen 
assume both when they are in the running for 
Government favonrs.and long after they have 
secured them. 

Gentlemen, you are no doubt aware IIIAI, allhougb 
lbo Cou!ereoce bu been in uitlence for aoveral yeart 
paal, l have not hilberlo been able to like an &Olive 
pari in ill deliberatiooa. No doubt, there ban beer> 
manyre&~OQ8 lor lbla. to w'bioh II II unDIICalllll')' tore­
fer. But !bore II one in rapid to which I mull Ia)' a 
few worda. You are no doubt aftrei&l I have alft)'l 



J2 IWlRUDDIII TY ABJI, 

been a aupporler of the Indian Nationill Congress. lo 
JDfYOUDgtl' and freer daJJ, wheD liYIB oot trammelled 
with the mponalbilldea iJDpoJeil by m1 present oflloe, 
111d wbea 1'1111, therefolll, able to take a more a.otlto 
tlllllll public lifa, and Npeclally in the politioa of tho 
Bmpllll, I aeemed II my dnl)' to aupporl the Congresi, 
ancl, uyon may perhaps !mow, I b.a the honour ol pr&­

alding at the CoagJ:a8 held in Madra• some yea\'8 ago. 
Oo that oooaslon I d111oribed my oleo"•• aa the highest 
tionour W.toonld be paid to any Indian gentleman by 
bill lellow..ubjeofll ol the Empire. Being ol thai opi· 
nionalthattimeand being slillol that opinion now, 
yon willnadilf unde!'81.ud thai it Will oot possible for 
me to take aoy part Ia oooneotloa with auy lllali111tion 
whlob b.a or could be oopposed to bate tho aligbtoat 

. lnae ol belog hoslilil or anfllgooislio to the Congress. 

This must be hard £oo7 to swallow for those 
who are endeavouring now to represent bbe 
recent Muhammad&!!. deputation. to the Viceroy 
fill being anti.COngress and anti·Hindu, and 
011 that (ltlOOUIII entitled to the eympathy and 
oountenance of Government. 

LAl!l' DAYS IN ENGLAND. 

In the beginning of this year he went to 

England for a cure of his eyesight which had 
begun to give serions trouble. He progressed 
remarkably well and felt strong enough to 
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make long motor toura. He waa even present 
•t two pe.t meetings and spoke with ~ 
ulual cand0111' and vigour. Hie theme at • 
meeting oi the But ladia.Aaociation in March 
w moderation and eomteBy in politics and 
progress and enligbtenmant at home. 

Allbooiab 1 hA'III ollealimea ia ror- daJII llliliaiRI 
IIIII 114111 of OoUI'DIIIenl, I wOIIhl ulr: Ill'/ 101111 ~riel~ 
1o remember wbelhv lllq hAte 111M fft1 mooh lo be 
grateful lor, allboll&h 1bef ba11 no cloubl alao IIIUJ 
aaWJee 110 oompla!a ; bu' iA looldDg al lbt aolll ol 
Oovei'Dmant, il aoee aol do eilher lor rouas !Dilla, or, 
lor lbe matter ollbal, middiHpl·ID.U1, or ota InaJa, 
alwaJII'Io lb: ifil .,. apGll lbt tr.llllll or the e-

. meat, a.a ealiniJ lo """'* theH blouiup whlolt we 
•lor u.aar lila ecta ot lila Blilllh eo-&. 1 
hAte pael'&lly lollll4 111111, wllllll 11111 lllldlilr of pib1lo 
lnteral is brouah* !o!'IVald before lba aalbtrlllee, It' 
lbe memorials ore ooaobeil ia dooaal aaa napeololul 
11114 proper IUSUBf, they batt aiWOJII baea lllloaad lo; 
aaa I balt uem yet had IDf 011111 ol OOI'Iplainl ;frilli 
~· lo tile reoeplio1 ol 1111J ot lhooe memorlalll 
.... ..am.- lhl& bAtt ........... from ·NpOD•'bla 
pllli8ll; Ita& wbao people, IDUIIol ot l,lftlllllg 1be11r 
reqiiiiiiiiiD propef liii8U8f,· 1111 ....... wlliah .... 
be)'oad lhe boWIU or more UoeaoJ1llbilllr Ole MWl 
be auprired lf oflaullmu lbt replies whloh lbq pi frola 
NpOIIIIiblo aulllorilles 11'11 auaolaad Ill llllflllll whlob,. 
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perbapa, if ~otao ~~olio li$n to. Bo~ ihen, Gov· 
l!l'llmenla, after a!~ are tho aamo as private individulllt." 
U a requeel is addreaaod to a private iudivid.W Ill ·a 
11111111er thalilpi*IUo him properly, I think we moat 
all admillbal there ill much more ohauoa of its being 
lii!Amod to ud posaibly OBBented 111. !I the roqueet if 
adi!res•od in uolber Bel o! worde, that reqo611t may bo 
telttaod, ad I bave, therefore, always, whenever I have 

· bad uylhingto do with public work in India, impresBOCI 
4~ my oountl)'men the deairability of keeping within 
liempenle, moderate language, and of addreaaing the 
Gom'llmBDI in thole tonea which we ounelvaa like to 
be adilreseed in. I !eel perfectly eert&ln, lor example, 
thai whau the prooeedinp of the Congrese are oairied on 
4u theee linea,lhe1 are lii!Amod to with greater oonai· 
dmlion lhlll illhll)' were oariied on on different linea, 

Now, 11 regard~ the allilnde ol Gol'8rlllllenl tllwnrde 
the ConS*L Allhongh we bave boon romindod thet 
thil ia 1111 OOOII!on on which peliliaal views may be dia­
RJ11811, II moat be bema in miad thai in ute poaitlou 
wbioh lOQGIIpy II p~ l11u.nohl llberly to die, 
!llliiiiiiY poUtioal qneetiona Of • oonlroverJial olio­
Ill', bldl belinve lbal Gormmenl perfectly underetand1 

111d reoognile thai tho Congrea lo nol a BOCiiliou• body, 
1 beliovalhll)' reooguifo that the Coup, dooa conaial 
.of alarp body of people speaking with· authorily npon 
the qn8lliOD, lllclllllhongh lhll)' do not llko lbair r.o1a 
to be clitloilell openlr ia the way thai sometimes they 
Mva bellll,l beUeva thai the resolutions of the Coop• 
•l'tllllly oonaidel'!'l by Gom'llmeal ia a aympalhetlo 
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~;61141ttar .. lheytllillkll81dtd tall,,~· 
to IHI11 belim lllat lhtj' are dllllroua of &if!D& olfoof 
to them aaa to tile 418i1'81 of lhe aatlou u ~ 
tbrollgb tile Cl<lagrea1. But a11er .U-IpiAirills 101' '14'1 
OWD OOQJtlr)'IPl-I lbilllt WI ht.l8 to IIIia-..tw 
Dl111'8 to lhe qllllllkl of eiiWiatlola .... to lhe ~ 
ol oociU rtfarm. I 1111 afnicl thai ,....~8 lD4fa hill 
lluolllllileolion toe eselatlte!T apoa polillca, ana toe 
litlle 11p011 ellaaadon aoa apoa oociU nfOftll. I 1111 oae 
or lho•• 11ho lhiak lhet olll! impro-• ..a 111111-

pslluaot ill ou elfor$1 simply ill 0111 lllneliol, bQt 

hi nrioue ~..a IIIII; 111 oape to -aide br 
... lor lbt fiii'F'II8 of llllprmag oar loafal etatua aaa 
oar ellaoatlml lllallla 1J11itt u 111aoh u our pollllcal 
llatul. It !I DO 11M labolll'ilts together !01' a ftpl'IIQIIoo 

tift Goftnlmlllll ol • Vfl1 u'IIIICIICI *"" if lhe llllljoriiJ 
of our on OOillllr)'m&O tin lllillllllleped ill ipmDoe, 
ua tlplliaaOa lllow• 111M lhe •ill'liT or lllellltilll 
Pbjeoll hett uut appnalaleollhe ei'llllfiCU ol that 
Jdther ellaoatloa upoa wlllob, I lhillk, flat !ole of aar 
uatlo~ mlly relit& !.ook at lhe Maallllmw. l hi." 
ollan hl,m1 jailloialoepaolty b.alio dtalllllll 1111111-
...a liiiOIIt.a b)' 1111 OWII people, 6114 I hi."' felliiiiW 
a,_, W1lflll.b)' l~ul 11bo llier, if be hlllu -
relalioal, tu. oo klet II to a.toto tu. r..mm. to 101111 

ola.tuhlouell ~ u lher..&g ol l'aklil.,tlle 
~n~~M~Ps or old·fuhloaei llllkl, 01' mik!Qa pllpimap• 
to lleooa, or n.aiDg 10 111111 hlllllnal ollimM llw 
P'P' of tile lo1111, or IlliDge of IW klll4-'lWJ IUI!Io 
lerltlhia&l illlhemllllftl, ht whlolt, ~. do 



IOI.a'flllloelbe jtllmlellollbe ~ Now, ihrba 
,..... '-4i&IMcloluaoklllld J. tollollllo mt.b 1111 will, 
I& .m ODI,y l'UIIIII!Jer, illllwl ot. tmiJig llllir tor:lullll 
1o lhue old.falbioned ollllrilllll, to dmte tluolr fOIIIUIII 
1o lht .a....ae ot edllllllitG, I llllak •' lhoal4 llt.fll 
nrt IIIIOhleM 0111111 o!OODpltJDI l&lii>JI Gomlllll8lll, 
MIIH prohablJ welhollkl be able lo do lhtl oar.eiTtll 
wlliah we now Ilk Gmrlo-110 do. AI np!lla lbe 
empli!JmGI ol lht 1*J111o ill Go,em...,.l ..me., 1 
lllillk I& a per!tali7 lefllliballe Ill~ on lila pan 
of the IIIIi"' ol hdia 1o be employ81! In Jaraer ana 
lara• Dlllllbert In lhellfabtr atpu ol lht publiOier-

' Ylae. Natoma ollatlla ,_ _, hiah llllml qlllliA· 
aMiolllorelll~lla IUDJ ~ llllba 
jwllalll, lba pullllo ~b, lhe nil'lla7e1 lha talepphl 
-ad!, lor oae, Ill nable lo l88 why lllll\lh l• 
a11111llen ollb&aatma ot the -Cry lhoald aot bt 
employe~~ Ia 11'1-. .._II 1101 ooly lrilhoul pze, 
jaaioe, bul wlt.h pat ..tl'llllagalo lhe Empire. 

Ill July he attended a dinner o( the A.ligarh 
College Aesooialiou, and expresaed hie deep 
aympMhy wilb Ule 111ovemen'- :S:e \V88 in 
favour of Aligaih beeoming a nni'9ei'Bity, and 
appealed to his brethren Cor active help. 

b .. - wtll -w by SJr ~ lbat 0111 
oellep, ho- &oo4 IDd ill!pvrla'AI, OIIIDDt polllibly bt 
doinllor the nqulnlllellll of lilly 01' alsiy !llilllol 
~ lala& We'*'llt."lheaalaaliiUIIoae 
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Ill O'ff!r IJuli&,IDd it biiJ always eeemoil lo me of lb& 
pten poaalble imporlalloe lhat lb& ednoalloall iaall· 
lullo1111 we haft ill other pit18 of the oouall:r-ma of 
lham fllltllliDglhe humbler mission of imparling prizlw:r 
eclnaatloD, and olhen teaohills up 'lo lhe bigh aobool 
lland&N, mould be raised to or supplameotoa by oolle­
. giAio inalitutioua. 1:ba wall-wishers of oar oomm'uaitr 
praaeat lo-Dight .. suesta will be pleased lo hear lhA 
elforlo ia t.bia direction are being made (and Dol withoul 
auo0011a) in other parlo of India. U, 1111 I hope, Aligarh 
developoa into • uaiversity, il will baoome lhe oontre of 
attreo~oD ediiOIItionlllly lor Ill Mahomodana, DOl only 
from lhe varloua Mahomodan echoola and ooUegoa of 
India, but aleo, it may be, from other parlo of the 
Mahomadan world. And, it certainly ;. • Tory pleas11nt 
symptom lhet wo hoft eo recently IOBD, in connlllion 
with the Royal'riKi~ auch large contribution& mode for 
lhe endowment of chairs II Aligarb, the donations in· 
oluding • lakh ol rupeoa from a prime Mabomedan 
pnlleman in Bombay, and • large oontn'bution from 
lhel very enliglltened, moll inloUeolual, ana pnhtio­
apiritoa noblem1111, the Ag& Knan, who, X may point ~ 
;. moab more directly oooneclad with Bombay thou with 
Uppor India. Hi.'ring recel'llld ao muoh help from w,... 
tern India, our brethren in the North may pen!!il me the 
friendly oritiaiam that they aeem to haft greatly •as· 
leotoa the oanu of !emile oduoatioa, This ia • reproao11 , 
1o men of their eatighlonmot, and l haft noticed with 
lhe pleat pleuure lbat reoeoUy elforl8 hate been 
made lo remedy lhet ataW of lbinp, Tbt. ;. a refOI'III 

2 
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jp reopootto whioh my :Mua..tman frieda iP the Norlh 
may not deapiaa to t&ka a laa! out ol. tho book ol tholr 
Bombay o .. raligloniata. 1 naod only add thot I hope 
the oollogn will dmlop into a real oantre ol :Moilam 
education and anlighlenmant nol merely lor the North· 
Waa~ but lor all India. Thera ia not a Muaaalman in 
In&, oortainly not in Bombay, who doaa not wiBlt all 
prorparily and anoeeas to Aligarb, 

., These were fa\.00 to be his IBSt public utter­
ances. To all appearance, he was in excellent 
health and being amongst his own children, 
oojoy~d a degree of peaceful and conten\.00 joy 
that, perhaps, only an Indian parent can 
appreciate. But unsuspected, save by a doctor 
who kept his own counsel, an insidious al!'tl(ltion 
ol the heart was Slipping his vitality and carried 
him away on the 19th August without pain. 
"Among public men, he will be long remember­
ed not merely for his sagacity and eloquence, 
but for his absolute fearlessness and fidelity to 
· the popular cause. 



BPEJICH ON 

· THE NATIVE JURISDICTION BILL. 

'I'M foUowing ir an clraol/rom a apstM deli­
t>lffil by Jlr. Budrlul.d.in Tyahji. on Sftday 181/1 
April, 1888, at a Pul>li4 Afming Ml!l in Bombay 
for 1M p!I"PP" of COII8idWg 1M 1'"'1 Bill, for 
MM!Iding !liiJ Ooill of Omnina! Procdtm :- ' 

Now, gentlemen, what are the propooala of the 
Gov~rnment of India that hlvo given rise to 
all this heated discUBSion, to all thia violent 
agitation I They are simply to invest a very 
small and ealect number out of the ablest, the 
most uperienced, and the most distinguished of 
our n~tive magistrates and judges with an in· 
&itesimal· ju.riediction ovar European British 
aubjecfll. (Applauae,) Gentlemen, the propoaals 
are in themealves so small, and b~t for the prin· 
ciple involved so utterly insignificant, that it 
would, indeed, have required the power of prophecy 
to hava foretold .the storm that has blll'llt over 
Calcutta, and overwhelmed the Europesn com· 
mUDity there, in a whirlwind of )lillll!ion, prejudice, 
acltement, and even frenliY•· But, gentlemen, 

1 11owever mnoh ,. may regret this ebulllti!ln of 
feeling, however mnoh we may eonsidar it un. 
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justiliabl~ it yet behoves 1111, I think, in a 0111111 Of 
. thiakind,.where the intmels or privileges, real 
or imagirlary, of the European community an 
oo~~Cemed, to inquire carefully into thei~ allep.­
ciOUB, and to see if thel'8 is really any foundation 
for the alarm which they profses to feel. Nolf'1 

, gentlemen, what are the ~ounda on which thiS 
violent opposition to the Bill is sought to be 
justified t First, it is ,alleged that the nativ~ 

11111giekatee and judges are likely to ·be swayed 
by their race·pl'8judicee in tb~ decision of cases 
egainst EuropeAas. But, gentlemen, is it true 
in thefii'St place, that we natives of India have 
any suob prejudices! Is it true that we entertain 
aty hostile feelings towards the Europesn com· 
In unity t Gentlemen, I beg to give that stale' 

melit the most emphatic contrediction. I have 
"known Englishmen who entertain the 'etroogeat 
prejudices again&t the natives of India, who 
look upon them 1111 an inle1ior order of beings­
(ironical che~I'B)-who refuee to aesooiate with 
them on anything like terms of equality, but 
I have not come acroea a aingle native of India 
who entertalna l!imilar feelings towards the 
Etil'<lpellll community. (Lo~d ch881'8.) But, gentle- i, 

·men, eien &IIBUming for a moment the existenae 



elf tba&e r~~~t-prejlldioeat wha\ 1'11111011 i8 there for 
nppoeiDg bt 0111' native judpaool .,.. 
.,. 111019llbly -., be myed by lh8lll 11um their 
:surop.n ooiiMpeal Do~ Hindu, MUMalmao, 
aod Pame judp and mac!stratea every day di• 
rpoee of oans in which ~be parties appiiBring before 
·~em belong to races, creeda aud natioaalltiee' 
entirely dilrer6nt &om their own I (llllif, hear.) 
nan what pod iB there for believing thai; .. 

judp and mapntea who hokl the ~~Cales of 
justice lrith ptrftot Impartiality in the cue of 
all other oommunitiea, eh9uld Ieee their bAlance 
of mind in the Clalll of Europeaoa ollly I Gent!• 
men, t am oon'lillced that thia di.fti4ulty abont the 
-prejudioea, M fv· Bl Wt lll't G011081'Ued, hae DO 

e:detienoe .,.., ia the imagination of opponent& of 
tllil Bilt-lld I am inclined to think that ID 
ad'N~Cing thillll'gllment they bate anco11110ioual)' 
let the oat oat of the bag, they have, in fa.o~ been 
judgins by their own atand&rda 1. (!11111', hear, 
and applawit.). &It, ptl~ it ia tartUr 
alltpl, thali • great deal of perjary ~ill Ia 
India, th•' r.1se charp~ .,. ohen btought egalnn 
ianooant partlea, ~o~~d that the abltuoe of oounsel 
and of publi~ arltioiam 'II'Oald make it impoMI'ble 
fot the native judge~~ and magistratee to dilpeue 
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impartial justioo to Europeans. But aurely; 
gentlemen, theae difficulties h&ve been · vastly 
exaggerated. India cannot boast the monopoly of 
perjury. The famone claimant Tiobborne was not 
a native of India. (Loud applanee.) But 81) far 
as these difticultiea do really exiet, they a ·in 
all CIUMlll. (Hear, bear.) They are more or 111111 
iuh~rent inihe administration of jnetioe. They 
are not peculiar to cases where Elli'Opeans onlt 
are concerned, They are not confined to native 
magishtee only. A European megishte has to 
oontend with theae difllculties no leaa than hia 
native colleagues. He t:annot get rid of them by 
the mere sopariority of his race. The only 

· means which will enable him to oope with them, 
are not the plaoe of his birth or the celour of his 
akin, but precisely those qualillcstions which will 
be found in the native magistrates and judgee to 
whom this But will apply, IIi: ., great natwru 
abilities, high legal attainmentll, and a ripe judi­
cial experience. (Hear, hear.) Bot, gentlemen, 
if our native magistrates and judgee posseaa 
enough of these q0alilieations to ovei'I!Ome theae 
difticulties in the thousande of csees that come 
before them, .where other · commUnities are 
concerned, why are we to lllllllime that they 
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would fan to do 110 oaly wbell EaroJ*118 ue 
ln'Ough~ \~afore "-1 (Hw, hear.) Sarely,' 
J011tlt188111 it is b~t l'tMOnable ~ nppoee that 
our natin mqiatratea and judges, conslderlllg 
the peculiar poeltlon of the Burope&~~. COllllllllllity 
in India, would w PION em and ~at.ion in 
deWg with ln&lillhmea than enD with their 
ownllOUntrymen. But, gentlemen, it ill further 

. alleged that o~r nat.ive llllgiat!af16 a~~d jlldpt are 
DOt au81ciently acqlllinled lfith the habllll and 
Olllio!De of the Baropeaa COlllmuaity, eepeoially 
the lower orden. If this i8 a 110and argument, 
every Burope~~n judge in lDdil ought tAl be at 
onoe deprived of his juriedlctl~n over tile naliN 
of this oonnlry ¥ lor wb.t oan be clearer than 
that enD the higheat of oar judicial ofticere, even 
thejudpt of the High Court, know but little of 
the maa&a~~ of the oalin community. (Hw, hear.) 
If ouuatin Covenanted Oivil Sermita who ban 
IJP'lll ywu in England, who freely mb: with the 
beet ul11881111 of tha Eai'Ope!ID community in India, 
are inaqulpetent to 1r1 European ofuden, by 

- of their im~ knowleclge of the 
btbita of lllOUllld, It ~Uo1111 tht lnropeau 
judges frtlh from England and kDOwiag no~ a 
,word of the Indian laDguagt. mllldl be · etill 
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more unfit to try the native~~ of this country, 
(Applause.) This ill surely a r«iuccio IIIL ahlur­
dum. :!:be truth, geotlem~n, ia that, a.ltbough a 
epecial knowledge of ways of the eooused is not 
without ita use, what is really easentia.l in the 
admioilltration of oriminal justice ie, a 'aound 
knowledg of the l&w and a thorough icquaint­
anco with the world combined with the ability 
to appreciate evidence. It eeems to me, therefore, 
gentlemen, that' unless the Government is p~epared 
to adlllit that the whole administration of justice 
in India is utterly rotten to the core, thai our 
magistrates and judges, both Enropelln and 
natives, ordinarily dispense, not justice but injus­
tice, or in the alternative, that the present excep­
tional and anomaloU.!I machinery of the law Is 
provided and kept up, not ao much for securing 
impartial jU.!Itict>, llll for llll'sening EuroPean oll'end· 
ers, unlees one or the other of these pre(lQ6terous 
conolwriona is admitted it will be impoe~~ible for 
His Excellency the Viooroy to attach the emalle11t 
weight to atguments .f~unded purely on these 
oonside~t~tione. (ApplaU.!IB.) But, gentlemen, it 
is further at-gued that it Is a highly cherished 
pri'rilege of the European community, and that it 
ought 110' llo be taken away, because it e&IISellllO 
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iajanioe to the ll&tlns of tbie aountry. Bot, 
fllllltlealea, what 0111 be paw iojlmiae lllan 
to -peU an IUihappJ eomplainW who '111&7 

have a grievwe aplaal an Ea{clishman, to on· 
d81'1111ke a loag and cediooa jo11rnQy, " great 
coat 'and inconvenienae to himaelf and bla wiln­
in llelll'Oh of a Earopean magietmte, heea118e for· 
aootb the native magistmtt near at hand is 
iiiCOIIIpeteDI to dilpoee of the chargt, by maon af 
his raoe. ~. gelllierDen, what 0111 he pea.., 
iDjume 10 Wit whole Indiaa 1101111111111i1y thaa to 
deol!U'e even lha &bien of o~t at.live ~~~~gislrateil 
and j~olgea, no 111atler what their qualifir:AtiODB 
may be, aa an inferior order of men, incapable of 
rising to tbat beight of jdiolal ucellence which 
isenppoaecllo be _..,. to ley - aaainn 
l1uopeaqs ' Gmtlaawl, l -w. to tbiok tbato 
the~ elale of the law is ...- oalyunjuC, 
b&t it ia iaenlting lo us. (Oheere.) It ie iulll\illfl 
to ue, 'til'6t becau~~t it brands even the able~t, the 
bightest, and the mut~t diJitinguiMbecl of our judi· 
cia! oftioera with • galling and a parpetual mark of 
IPferiorit;y, (BeDewed cbeeil,) It it iDIGiting to 
.. becaa8e itdrallllaa umdioue dittinolion w.. 
-lha lalopeaD ami the na"n -hera of 
the lllllD8 Oov&nallted Civil Serville. u Ia iual\. 
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ing to us because it ezalts the Europoon British 
subjects into such superior beings as to declare 
that even the highest of our judicial officers shall 
be incapable of imprisoning him a single day or 
fining him a ei~gle rupee; and it is insulting to 
us because it degrades o~r own countrymen to 
such a depth to dechre in the very next 
breath that the same incompetent and unfit 
magistrates and judges, who are incapable of 
trying even the most trivial caaa of Bl'saolt against 
an Englishman, aro yet fit and competent to try 
millions of our own countrymen for the graveat 
charges and even to condemn them to deeth ! 
(Lond and prolonged cheers.) Gentlemen, the 

height of abeurdity could go no further, and yet 
forsdoth tha are the arguments ostonaibly pnt 
forward for the purpose of defsating this just, 
generous, and above all, e:~:tremely moderate and 
cautious measure, But, gentlemen, I believe that 
the roal opposition to this Bill is founded, not 
upon any sincere apprehensions 88 to miscarriage 
of juetice, not upon any belief in tbeaa flimsy 
arguments, the hollowness of which I have bad 
no difficulty in o:posing, and which are not 
likely to deceive any candid politician, much let!ll 
the · ssgacioils st&temnan into whose · banda thE 



dlllliioiel of thia great Empire have • OOIIIIDil­
tact, but upoa a dlllib, more or I• 1101180ioqt, · 
mol'll or leeB lntA!oae, of the whole of Lo:d Bipo11'& 
Ad~, (Hw, llld ipplaaae.) GmJt. 
-. there , .. !up .... of the AD,1oo 
llldi&n oommulli~y wblah oa&llO$ fully l'IIGOIICilt 
ifllell to that fundamental prinolplt whiab hu 
bM 10 oft1!n declared Uld repeated over and ol'm' 

arln by euceave v~ lllninerr, StoretaQ 
of 8111111, Parliaan111tB, aod even by Her GMou 
Jhj ... y bereelf,-tibt• prlllclple, the ncopitioD 
of whloh fonna the keynote to the whole of. Lord 
Bipcm'a policy, U.U prindplt 011 wbioh m hued 
all our politillll righll, jm bopM aoa ·te,imwe 
upiali0111; that priaoiple, llt.lllely, whiah diCW 
ht the Datives of India m 111tiiled to • jlld 
abare In the admiaimtion of their owa OOUlftT, 
and that a mm dlfl'emoe In nee, toloar or oree4 
eiWI be"' jan ground lordl86iodiion In polilicll 
tn&tmanl. (Oheera.) Gl!ltlemlll, \bare is JIG.' 

priuaiple belter grOilllded In moral juAice or poli· 
tical wisdom. Olber Vioaroya there )lave beea 
who )lave 1aptec1 llld r~~~~~~pl.t lhle priaoiple 
In .WIII'dl, bat Lord Bipon-(oh1181'1)- Ia the only 
011e who hu had the ooanae, the -.m&J, lht 
pD81'111i\y1 the pr~~dmce and the hn• to &Itt 
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dect to it in deeds. (Applausa.) Gen\lemen, they 
miiBt, illdeed, be ahor~ghted politicaus who 
«moot see the jll8tice and wisdom and the perfect 
safety of this principle. Lord Ripon's policy, 
founded on a jut and generou treatment of the 
nativea ol this country, flO far !rom loosing 
England's hold upon India, will rivet it and chain 
the atl'ection of the people to the throne. (Cheers.) 
6e11tleman, I have great fllith in the justice 
and the firmn111111 of the Government of India, 
but I have still greater faith in the noble 
inetlnclll and the love of f•ir :play which cber­
acteriee the British Parliament and the British 
public; but, gentlemen, if the intro~ucticn of 
this Bill was, in the ti.rst instence, wills and politic 
- I think it undoubtedly was-the pusing of 
it bOW has becnmea matter of absolute politil'&! 
IIBOllllllity, (ApplaDSB.) ~he withdrawal of the 
Bill under the present circumstances could be 
looked upon as nothing 18&11 than the surrender of 
right und l'l!lll!lln to paaeion and prejudics-as the 
triumph of turbulent agitation, however wrong, 
mr calm and respectful representations, however 
just 1111d well founded. (ApplaDSB.) Gentlemen, 
the 11101'111 eft'eol of suoh a proceeding upon our 
vut 111d ftl'ied populatioiUI wnnot fail to be 



IWlBllDDilf TJAIIJI, 29 

ii!Mrou& ill the leaat depe. JM if, on the other 
band, this Bill, even with the modiWon 111811• 

lifted 117 1117 lriead U.e Sherilf, beoolll8ll law 
IIO'tt'-hen it mey bt acoepted as a simple aofl of 
joatice no IIIIJS voluntary tun pceful ud no• 
merely as 11 co~ ten 7811'8 henaeeJtort. 
ed by irrealatibla populal' ept.a\ion it Win be-eo 
far fl'!lm ahiftillg 01' weakening the f~nilatiOllfl of 
the British Empire IIi India oouolidale ud 
strengthen them. (Oheerl.) La Lord Jl.ipon'e 
generoaa !llld enliglneoed policy bt coatillued, !llld 
India, instead of remaining aa a~ p:eileDt a aolmie 
of weaknees to England, wlU become a tower of 
strength ; the Bribiah Power, iuslead, of netiDg 
upon lbe bRJIIDet.8 of the aoldien 01' tba OlaM 

fea~ of a coaqnem and abjaot popnlati011, will 
rest np011 the fill' more honorable-a~~d the only, 
and I 1entare 1o think vue-fi.n.ll !llld endeariDJ 
fo11nd•tiOD, tli.t, the aft'eclioaa IID1i bhs ptiWde 
of a happy, JII'OII'P9I'008 ud OODtent.ed people. 
(Loud Applause.) 
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