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BADRUDDIN TYABJI

g :

Bovuoop AND EovcaTion,
{9 R. Tyabji was born on the 8th Ootober,
ﬁ 1844. His father was s wealthy Arab
merchent settled in Bombay, Tysbji
Bhsi Miyan Sehib, who dealt extensively
with foreign countries, was a very eulighiened
Mohammaden sod resolved Yo send all bis
son8 to England for education.. The subject
of our sketeh wns the youngest, the two
others being Sbujauddin and Carnruddin,
Shojauddin took charge of his father's busi~
ness, Camraddin, at the end of his training
in England, was corolled 85 & Solieitor of
the Bombay High Conrt and became successs
fuljn his Jine, Like his brothers, Badruddin
loarned Urduand Persian ot Dada Makbra's
Msdrassa and subsequently joined the Elphin-
stone Inetitution, Aftera fow years there he
had to besent to France for treatment of the'
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ego. On being cured be went % London and
joined the Newbury High Park Collegein his

16th year, He matriculsted st London Univers

ity and entered vpon higher studies, but thess -
were interrupted by ll-beslth, in consequencd”
of which heretumadbolndqu stime. Even

after racovery, he was pronounced unequal fo

the strain of University stodies, so that, in the

end, he became a law student &b the Middlg

Temple and in April, 1867, was called to thel
Bar. .
: _ Ar e Bar,

* In November of the sams year he set up
practice at the Bombay High Court, being thé
firet, native barrisber of the place as his brother
hnd heen the first native solieltor, His initial
diffcultios wsk have been glest, bub they
yielded to hip ability and industry, baoked as
these were by the powerful help of his brother.
Fiunéncy of speech, choice though somewhal
diffuse diction, lucidity of exposition, kill if
cro-exatnining, aboveall, # perfectly digmﬁadv
and earnest bearing sre qualities whxoh would
bave ensured smecess ip ‘any eave; but when
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they wers .combindd, as in Mr, Badruddin's
, case, with high character, sweet manbers, and

smgle—minded application, they soon raised him

to the front rankein his profession, Two'

anecdotes deservs to be remembered, A erfonis
nal case before Mr. Justios Westropp bad end-

ed, thanks to Mr. Tyabji’s defence, in acquittal;
but the Bombay Gaseits characterised it i ite

Tegal columns a3 rigmarole and nousensical,

Next day as soon as Conrt began the Judge

gaid to Mr, Tyabji: :

+ Mr, Tyabji, T sm glad to s0 you here, and also the
Teporter of the Bombay Gosétle, s8 ¥ wish to make
gome observations upon the report of the ouse whish
waa conoluded yesterday, The paper reproscnis you o
hava meda s rigmavole and a nonsensical speech’ in
dotente of your cliont. As these remarks are nob ooly
unfaie fut Mkely to do hawm to s young bavristar, X
doam i my duty to observe that, in my opinion, there
is not the slightest foundstion for thoss vemarks, 1
conesider the ciue was mont ably condioted by you, snd
that the asquittal of the prisoner was mainly dne to the
ability nod skill with whieh you sildressed the jury,
 The other anecdote illustrates the strength
of the man, the quality that has been: generally-
acknowledged as charattaristic of him both ug
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barrister and as judge, We take it from an
appreciation thet appeared in the Bengales.

1t is some ysars since he appearsd as counsel for an
nooused person in & oriminal appeal before & Division
Beneh cousisting of Mr, Justios Pacsounsud Mr, Justion
Ranade, The vass had excited some sausation st the time
aod it wae duxing the hot days of May thet the two
judgea sat to hear the appeal. Mr. Tyabji began his
argament with some prefatory remarks giving a genecal
view of the cade, and thsb socupied about hall an hour,
Ho then commenced reading the evidence. Ha had not
gone onfor more than fon mitutes when MraJustic
Paruons, who always liked @ short argument, safd:—We
hiwve vead the evidencs, Mr, Tyabji.' Mr. Tyabji met the
romark with a cool * Yes' and wont on reading the depo.
wition all the same. My. Justice Parsons ;- What is
the uge of reading tho dopositions snd wasking the tiie
of the Court whn we have read them all ? Belter aonfing
yourself to such comments a3 yonmay have to make on
the evidence’, Mr, Tyubfi:* Idare say, wy Lord, your
Lordships have read the evidenco but you have read it
inyour own way, 1 am here tomaks your Lordahipa
vead the evidenoo in my way and it iy only then that you
" can follow my comments, And Mr, Tyahji hed it his
own way, For dwo deys ho kept tho Court o0aupied
bearing his acgmments, with the resclt that atlast Lo
setured an soquibtal for hin olient, and the vemark wen
tound the Bar that M. Tyabji bad given & good lassan
©a patiouca o the Banch,
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Pusiic Worg,

For ten years and more he allowed no-
thing to distract him from the pusuit of
law, putting away the frequent solicitations
of Messrs, Mehta, Telang, and Ranade with
“ That sort of thing is not {n my line” It

" wag in 1879 that he definitely joined that
illustrions band of patriots which 'wag Bom-
bay's unique boast, To that band he re-
mained sttached to the end, His maiden
speecf:was against the abolition of import
doties on ootfon goode and brought him
great applanse, From this time he wag jn
great request at every public meeting, and
from the numerous epeeches that he made,
we may select for special mention those on
the Indian Civil Service question, the Ilbert
Bill and Lord Rigon, The Local Self-Govern~
ment measare of Lord Ripon was to be carried
into effect in Bombay in 1882, aud Sir James
Fergusson, the then Governor, nominated
Mr. Tyabji to the Legislative Council, His
work in connection with the Municipal and
Local Board Bills was highly commended ot
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the time and the Governor paid him the com=
pliment of saying that he would have been
Jistened o with rapt sttention even in the
House of Commons, Close ressoning, clear
statement, and etudied moderation, then as
ever, distinguished his speeches, He shares
with such men as Messrs. Hume, Bonnerjee,
Naoroji, and others the rare privilege of hav-
ing sssisted ot the birth of the Indian-National
Congress which met for the first time at
Bombay in December, 1885, Caloutta had its
turn in 1886, and when next year Madras
bad to weleome the delegates, the unanimous
choice of the country for the place of Presi-
dent fell on Mr, Badruddin Tyabji,
CoxGress. Presipeny, 1887,

Never was choice better juetified. Three
gpeeches stand out in the memory as giving
that Session of the L N. C. its peculiar glory.
Rajah Sir T. Madbava Rao’s address of wel-
vome was conched in diction which sugpested
the cunning of the Taj Mahal chisellers, and
which an Anglo-Indian journal, broad-minded
and generous in those happy days, declared was



mlmﬁbm TYAHNIL 1

“ guch as few persons i the continent of Burope
ever speuk.’* For pure dash end brillisnoy
othing in the whole rauge of Congress oratory
can .eqoal the short speech by which M.
Burendrs Nath Bannerjee eorried the Atms
Act Resolution in the testh of the opposition
of such lenders ag Mesars, Hunte aod Chendse
varkar, Inferior to neither in weight or im-
"pressivenesy, but superior to both in dignity
ond grace of delivery, wes Mr. Tyabjis Presi«
dential Address. The present writer sbil
" cherishes a8 one of his most precions intelle=
sual possessions the memory of the scena where
% a were striplivg, he stood behind a vast
erowd, drinking in with raptare every word us
it reached him, olear snd apt, none eo apt, he
thought, and catehing now and then a ghimpse
of the handsome countenance which besmed
with earnestness, good humotr, and perfect self
possession, - Ho began by saying that he had
socepted the office of President in epite of ill-
bealth, 1ot 80 much becanse it was the highest
honour ¢hat the people eould confer on sn Jie
disn, as becanse he was anxious to demonstrate
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vin his eapacity a8 @ representative of the Auju-
toag-i-slam, of Bombay, that there was nothing
in the aims and methods of the Endian National

. Congress which conld justify his co-religioniste
in keeping aloof from if, He then went on
to impress on his audience the need for modera-
$ion, caution, and forbearanee,—a need ale
ways present, but at that time of the infancy
of the Congress most imperative,

. Though I maintain that the eduoatod uatives a8
sclasearo loyal to the backbone, I most admit tha
#some of our comntrymen ate not slways guarded, or
4autiong, in the language they employ, 1 admit that some
of them sametines afford openings for hostile eriticizm ;
and 1 myself have observed in some native newspapers
aod in speechor, nentiments and exproasions which are
oaloalsted o lead one to conolusions which are vet
intendod. They have not wholly ‘vealied the distine-
tion between “licenss "and “libarty” aud have not
wholly geasped the fact thet *fresdom has ity respon-
sibilitioa no lesy than ita privileges” I trust that not
" only in the dihates of this Congeens, but on all cces”
tions, my conntrymen will besr in mind, and imprevs
on all, thal in order to enjoy the vights of publio dik
ongsion, liberty of apeech, and liberty of the press, we
most e conduct ourselves as to demenstrate by our
onndnet, moderation and justness of eritisiem, that we
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fally devurvs the grest Bleasings which an ealightened
Grovernment oas oonfer on ity subjeots,

Now, it bas boso sonsetimes urged ‘that Puropecss
do nob flly sympethise wilh the jast sspirations of the
nablve of Indin Inthe Sest place, this isnot univers
welly trus, for 1 have the good fortuce 60 know umay
Eurapeans, than wham ng trose snd Armer friandy of
India brosthe on the face of the earth, Mhm
seoond plave, we muat bo prepared to make congidarable
llowanea for them, for their position heve is suround-
o by &iffioali quarkions, net caly of a political, but of
mo2ial oharnotir, whish tend Lo kesep the two commualties
agundey, in apite of the hest efforts of the Tesdery of the
Btopssne, 1o lose then the leadevs of the natives.. ...

B modorata in your demands, jost in your ovitichom,
corvect in your fasts, aud logiond in your couclusions,
sud I 2ol sscured that any propossls we niay meke will
bo reseived with that benlgn consideration .which iy
characteristiv of & drong ad enlighkned Govaomroent,

Tien Counr Junes,

In 1896, he accepted a place on the High
Court Banchy~~s promotion which, on a former
occagion, fll-health hed compelled him to de-
cline. As Tndge he maintained his reputation
for stremgth, jud?cia! temper, and unfailing
courtesy to the Bar. Hs eared mare for equity
and sobstantisl justice than for legal abetrse-
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tions s0 dear to the heart of those lawyers
who are ambitious to be known ss jurists,
Once, indeed, he is said to have declared ;
“ These Jaw reports sre becoming & oumbrous
affair, and I sometimes wish we could minage

to get on without them.”
WomeN's Epucatioy AND FREEDON,

Perhaps, Me, Tyabji's most solid work was
done in conneation with the Anjumean-i-Tslam,
of which he was at first Secretary and for some
years before his death President, He held
allvanced views in regard to the condition of
the women of his community and strove hayd
to weaken the power of the zenava system.
Unlike many reformers who show their vehe-
tenceonly in the denuncistion of others,
Mr. Tyabfi, cautions a8 he was by nature,
acted on his eonviotions in his own family
vircle, His danghters have come out of the
- purdab and received their education in Eng-
lend. Indeed, the Muhammadaus of Bombay
owe much of their present prestige and en-
lightenment 85 & community to his watehfy)
aud uorewitting labours on theit behalf,

v
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Pregmenr or 18 M. A. 0, F, Comverencg.”

+When he presided in 1903 .over the
Mubammadsn Edueational Conference held at
Bombay, be mede & powerfal plea for the
abandonment; of the purdsh eystem and for a
liberal edueation for the women of his cormupi
ty. But the part of his addregs that will be
most remembered by his countrymen is the
one in which he declared his adhesion tothe
principles of the Tudian National Congress,—
o decleration which derives additional force
from the circamstance that among his hearers
-on the oceasion was the Governor of Bombey,
One cannot help contrasting with it the miser-
able tone of apology that other Congressmen
assume both when they are in the ranning for
Government; favours and Jong after they have
secured them,

Gantlemen, you are no doubt awars that, although
tho Conference ks boon in existence fox several years
past, T have not hitherto heen able to take su  wotive
pact in ila deliborstions, No doubt, there bave bean
many reasons for this, to which it is unnessasary fo re-
fer. But there is one in xegard to which I must saya
fow words, You are no doubt aware that I hava slways
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been & supparter of the Indian Nationsl Congress, In
my youngee and freer days, when [ vas not trammelled
with the vesponsihilitios imposed by wmy preseat office,
and when T was, therefors, sble to tako s more active
qpart in public Jits, sud ceperinlly in the politios of the
Bumpira, I deemed it my duty to support tho Congress,
and, 88 yon may perhaps knorw, I had the honour of pre-
giding at the Congress held in Madras some years ago,
On that ocossion 1 deacribed my election aa tho highest
Honaur that dould be paid te any Indisn gentlemsn by
kis fellow.subjects of the Bmpive. Being of that opi-
nion atthat tmoand being still of that opinion naw,
yon will veadily undevstand that it was uot possible for
o to take oy part in connection with any institution
which hiad or could he sapposod to have the slightest
 trane of being hostile or mntagonistio to the Congress,

This must be hard foo] to swallow for those
who are endeavouring now to represent the
recent Muhammadan deputation to the Viceroy
48 being anti-Congress and anti-Hindu, and
on that acorund entitled to the sympathy and
cotmtenance of Goverument.

T.AsT DAYS I¥ ENGLAND,

Tn the beginming of this year he went to
England for n cure of bis eyesight whioh had
begun to give serious trouble. He progressed
remarkably well oud felt strong enough to
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make long motor tours, He was gven present
ab two great meelings and spoke with his
wal eandonr nd vigour, His theme ks
meeting of the Fast IndiaAssociation in March
was moderation and eourtesy i politics and
progress aud enlightenment ot home,

Altough I huvs oftantimes in foxmer dayw ovitioisod
the ats of Covernment, § wonld ask my young (riends
to remertbar whethar they hava nob vary much $o be
geatelol for, although thoy have no doubt slso msny
caunes o complaing bub, in Jooking at the wofa of
(overnment, it dost not do cither for young Indla, or,
for the matter of that, middle-aged: Indis, or old Indis,

 lways'to fix ita oyon wpon: the fanlts of e Govern.
mont, sud satirely to forget theee Dlessiugn which wo
tojoy under the mgia of the British Goverzioset. 1
kiave gonoeally found that, when any mether of publio
intarent; ix hronght forward bofors tho sutboritive, i
the momorialy are couched In deosub and respeciful
and proper langusge, they have always been livtaned $o,
and X have nover yot had any osmss of complaint with
referonce to the vecoption of any of thess memorials
and addresses $hat bave bom sent 0p from-reponsibia
partiss; bub whea paople insieed of pressing thelr
toquests in proper Ianguags, ces ianguage which goor
beyond the hounds 62 iers degendy, I think oue esnnok
be suprised 1f ofteutimas the repiies which they gof fraig
todponsible authoritios sre aunched in langusge whick,
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pechaps, is not 80 pleasant to listen to.. But, then, Gov-
#rnmenta, aftar all, ate the same a8 prmbe individuals,
It s roquest is sddressod to & private individoal in'a
mauner that nppeals to him properly, I think we must
all sdmit that there {¥ much more chanea of its helng
listened to and possibly seseuted to. If the roqueet is
adldressed in anothar sof of words, that request may be
rofused, and I have, thowefore, always, whenover I have
" bud anything to do with public work in India, impressed
on my aounteymen the desirability of keeping within
temperate, modorste language, and of addvessing the
Government in thoso toues which we vursalves like to
be sddressed in, I loul parfectly cartaln, for axample,
4hat when the procsedings of the Congress ars catried on
o thoes lincs, they ace listened to with grester comaie
deration than it they were carried an on diffevent lines,

Now, a8 vegards the sttitude of Government towards
the Congress. Althongh we have beon reminded thst
s i an occasion on which politieal views may be dis.
cussed, it wust bo borne in mind that in e position
which I ocoupy at presant, Lam not ab liberty to dis~
ons any politioa! quostions of & oontroversial charan-
or, but I believe that Government parfectly undevstayd’
and recognine that the Congrees In ot » seditious body,
¥ believe Shey renognise that the Congress does consist
ol & largs body of peaple spesking with agthority upon
+the queation, and slthough they do nob like their acts
$0 b cvitivised oporly inthe way that sometimes they
have bean, I belisvs that the resclutions of ths Congress
sre veally considered by Government in o sympathetio
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opirit ; and an far su they think soy effoot o Lo givan
$o them, I betiove that they are desiroun of giving effesty
to them aud to the desives of the nation as expressed
throagh the Congress, But after all-~speakiog for my
own oonnteymen-~ think we have to sdirees oursslvas
more bo the question of eduostion sad to the question
of socind reform, I wm sfraid thaé young Yndia has
fixed {ts attention tos szclosively upon politics, and too
littls upen sdaoation and apon soaial reform. Iam ase
of those who think that our improvessest and pro-
groos lian nob in our effords simply in one diveetion, bug
I various ditestions, snd that we cught ¢ tiove side by
side for the purposs of {mproving our social status and
gur edaoationnl statas quite as mush &y oor politieal
statur. It i no ane labouring together for s represente~
tive Government of s very advanced typa if the majority
of our own contrymen ave siill atasped in ignoranoy,
and axperisnce shows thek the majorily of the Indina
subjosta hsve not approciated the sdvanteges of that
Trighar edusation upon which, I think, the fale of our
uation veally resta. Yook ab the Mussalpass, I have
olten in my judioial asproity bad to deal with wills made
sod exoouted by my own peapls, sud I have tound thes
lmwulﬂlyiuwnﬂ who diew, i bo hes no dewt
yelation, his one ides is to devots hin fortune b vome
cldtashioned chwrity—euch as the fosding of fakity, tha
Yrodiling of old-fashioned taxks, or making pilgrimages
fo Meooa, or resding 8o tany hundreds of times the
pnunfmkom.ouhinuo! that kind—very exoels
loat thinge in themuelvw, bub which, ubfortunstaly, do
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netadvanoo the forbuuse of the uation, Now, ifwheo
young Indin boopmak ol sud o about o wake its will,
i will only resmber, inetsd of ledving their fortanos
%o these old-fashioned charitios, to devete thulr fortanve
fatho sdeance of eduostics, T think we'shoul have
vary mnah loa aaiieo of omplaing ageinat Govarnment,
beoause probebly we should bo abla fo do that ourselves
which wa tiow agk Government to do, As yeyunis the
employinent of the people in Government service, I
think it » pocfootly koglimsto aspivation on the paxd
of the natives of Tudia to be employed in lager and
Incger numbiry in the higher degtens of the publionor-
¥yioe. Nitivea of Tudia possess vory high uabars qualifi-
cations for amployment in maay branchos-—such a8 the
judiodal, tho pabilio workn, tho rallways, the telsgraphs
~and 1, for ome, am trmable & mes why mraeh Marger
ntmbers of the natives of the country showld not be
employed fu Hrese Jeparbmants wob galy without proe
Judics, but with grest advantags to the Bmpire,

In July be sttended a dinner of the Aligarh
College Associalion, wnd expressed Lis deep
sympathy with the movement, He wasin
fivour of Aligarh becoming & wniversity, and
appealed to his brethren for active halp,

16 bas boen well remarked by Bir Thomas dhat one
oalloge, howerer good sod important, eannet posihly be
wificiam for the requirementy of Bty or aixty million
Mahowedans in Indin. We musb have thass lnatitutiony
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all over Indis, and it hns always seemed to me of the
greabest ponsible importanoe that the eduontipos! instl-
tukions we have in other paris of the countey—soma of
them fuifillingthe humbler mission of imparting primavy
oduostion, and others teaching up 'to the high scheol
standard, should bo raised to or supplemented by colle-
' giate institations, The well-wishers of our community
prosent; 4-night us guests will be pleased to hear that
efforts in this direction are being made (and not withont
wuocess) in other parts of India. If, se X hope, Aligach
developea into » university, it will besome the sentre of
attration eduoationally for all Mahomedans, not only
from the varlous Mahomedsn schools and colleges of
India, but alss, it muy be, from other parts .of the
Mshomedan world. And, it certainly is a very pleasant
symplom thab wo have o recently seen, in connexion
with the Royal vikit, sach large contributions made for
the endowment of chairs at Aligarh, the donations in-
cluding & lakh of rupees from a private Mabomedan
gontlewan in Bombay, and a large contribution from
that very enlightened, most intellectusl, and publio~
spiritad nobleman, the Aga Knan, who, X may point out,
i maoh move directly connected with Bombay than with
Uppet India, Huving roesived 60 uoh help from Wes-
tern India, our brethren in the North may pecmit mo the
trigndly oritioiam that they sesm to have greatly neg-
locted the oanse of forsale education, 'This iss reproach |
Yo men of thelr enlightanmast, and 1 hve noticed with
the grestest plossure thut reccntly efforts bave hoen
made to remody that state of things, This ix a reform
9 .



18 . BADRURDIY TYARIL

in reapect to which my Mussalman frignds in the North
may not detpizo o taken leat out of tho book of their
Bombay co-religloniats, I nsed ouly add that I hopo
the college will develop infs & real contre of Mostem
education and sulightenment not merely for the North-
‘Weat, but for all India. There is not & Mussalman in
Tndia, oectainly not in Borbay, who doss not: wish all
yrosparity and success to Aligach,

" Thess were fated to be his Jast public utter-
ances. To all appearance, he was in excellent
health and being amongst kis own children,
enjoyed & degree of peaceful and contented joy
that, perhaps, only an Indian parent ean
sppreciate. Bub unsuspected, save by a doctor
who kept his own counsel, an insidious affection
of the hesrt was sapping his vitality sud carried
him away on the 19th August without pain.
‘Among public men, he will be loog remember-
od not merely for his sagacity and eloquence,
but for his absolnte fearlessness and fidality to
the popular canse,



BPEECH ON

- THE NATIVE JURISDICTION BILL,

The following is an extraot from & speech deli-
vered by Mr. Budruddin Tyabji on Sutuniny 28t
Agpril, 1888, at o Publia Mesting held in Bombay
fgr the purpose of considering the llhert Bill, for.
amending the Code of Criminal Procedurd i

Now, gentlemen, what are the proposals of the
Geveroment of India thet bavo given rise to
all this heated discussion, to all this violent
sgitetion? They are simply to invest & very
emall and seleot number out of the ablest, the
wosb experienced, and the most distinguished of
our native magistrates and judges with an in-
finitesimal* jurisdiction over Burepean British -
subjects, (Applause) Gentlemen, the proposals
are in themselves 80 zmall, and but for the prin-
diple involved o ubterly insignificant, that it
would, indeed, bave required the power of prophecy
to have foretold the storm that has burst over
Caleotts, and overwhelmed the Buropean com-
munity there, in 8 whixlwind of paesion, prejudice,
axcitoment, and even fronzy, Bot, gentlemen,
"bowever imuch we may regret this ebullition of
fesling, however much we may congider it un-
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fuatfible, i yet behoves us, I think, in & casw of
. thiskind, whare tho interests or privileges, real
ov imaginary, of the Eoropean community sre
voncernad, to inquire carefully into their allege-
tiong, and to 808 if there is really any foundation
for the alarm which they profess to feel. Now,
, gentlamen, what ere the grounds on which this
violent opposition to the’ Bill is sought to be
jostified ¥ Birst, it is alleged that the native
magistrates and judges are likely %o-be swayed
by their race-prefudices in the decision of cases
against Buropeas, But, gontlomen, is it true
in thefivst place, that we natives of India have
any such prajudives¢ s it true that we entertain
any hostile feelings towards the Haropean com-
munity? Gentlemen, 1heg to give that state-
merib the ot emphatic contredictiun, I have
“known. Englichmen who entertain the strongest
projndices ngainet the matives of Indis, who
Took upon them as an infovier order of beings—
{ironieal cheers)—who refuse to smoofate with
them on anything like terms of equality, but
I have not come across o aingle pative of Indis
who entertalns similar feelings towerds the
Turgpean community. (Lond cheers.) But, gentle- {
‘pen, oven assuming for & moment the existence
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of thess raoe-prejudioes, what reason is there for
suppoting that our native fudges and. magistraee
aro more Lkely to be swayed by them than their
Buropesn collaguea o not Hindo, Mussulman,
and Parses judges snd magistrates overy doy dis-
tpogo of cases in which the parties appearing before
‘them belang to races, crseds and pationalities
entively diffsrent from thelr own? (Hear, hear))
Then what ground is theve for believing that theee
judges and wagistrates who hold the acales of
Justion with perfest Smpartislity in the cnee of
all other communities, should loso their balance
of mind in the case of Buropeans only? Glentle-
wen, 1 am convineod that this diffieulty about the
wase-prejutioss, a0 faras we are congerued, hag no
exintanos save in the imagination of opponente of
this Bill-and T am inclined to thivk thstin
edvancing this axgument they have unconsciously
Tt tha cat out of the bag, they have, in fact, beea
judging by their own standards ?. (Hear, hear,
snd -applanse) Bub, gentlwen, it is further
aliogod thab & grent deal of perjury prowils in
Indin, ths false charges are often brought: agwingt
fmooant partiee, and tht the absence of aounsel
sad of publis eritiviem would make it impossible
for the native judges and magistratea to dispanss
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impartial justice %o Buropeavs, Bub eurely,
gontlomen, those difficalties have been. vastly
exaggerated. India cannot boast the monopely of
perjury, The famous claimant Tighborne was not
o native of India, (Loud applause) Buten far
a5 these diffienltios do really axiet, they exist in
oll cnses. (Hent, bear) They are more or leay
iphbrent in-the admicistration of justice. They
1o nob poouliar to casss whero Europesns only’
aro ooncorned, They are nok confined o native
magistrates only, A European magistrate has to
contend with thess diffieulties mo- less than his
native collesgues. Ho cannot get rid of them by
the mere superjority of his race. The only
" means which will enablo him to cope with them,
are not the place of bis birth or the colour of his
skin, but precizsly those qualifieations which will
be found in the native magistrates and judges to
whom this Bill will apply, viz., great nabural
abilities, high logal attainments, and & ripe judi-
cial experionce, (Hear, hear) But, gentlemen,
if owr native magistrates and judges possess
enongh of these qualifications to overcome these
diffieulties in the thousands of cases that come
bafore them, where other - communities are
concerned, why are we o assime that they
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would fail to do s only when Baropeans are
brought beforo them? (Hear, hear) Surely,’
gootlemen, it is but reasonable ¢ suppose thet
our native magitrates and judges, considering
the peculiar position of the Europesn community
in India, would use more care and cantion in
deling with Englishmen than oven with their
own countrymen. But, gontlemen, it is farther
_ alloged that oue native magiatrates aud judges are
noy suficiently acquabnted with the babits and
customs of the Bucopean community, eepecially
the lower ordeve. If thisia & sound argwment,
every Butopean judge in India oughttobe at
onco deprived of his jurisdiction over the netives
of this vonntry? For what oan be oloarer than
that even the highest of our judicis! officers, even
the judges of the High Court, know but little of
tho masses of the native community, (Elear, hoar.)
If our native Covenanted Civil Servaits who bave
spent years in Englend, who frecly mix with the
begt clagses of the European community in India,
are incgupetent to try Europesn offenders, by
vonson of theiv imperfort kmowladge of the
hebits of wooused, it follows that Enropesn
judges frosh from Eogland acd knowing not &
word of the Indian language, mush be 'still
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more uofit to try the patives of this country,
(Applause,) ‘This is surely a reductio ad abour-.
dum. The truth, gentlemen, is that, althougha
special knowledge of ways of the asoused is not
without ita nse, what s really essential fu the
admivistration of eriminal justics ie, a sound
knowledg of the law and a thorough acquaint-
anco with the world combined with the ability
to appraciate avidencs. It seerns to me, therefore,
gentlemen, that unless the Government s propared
to admit that; the whola administration of justice
inIndia i utterly rotten to the cors, thas our
magistrates and jodges, both Faropean and
patives, ordinavily dispense, not justice but injus-
tice, or in the albernative, that the present excep-
tional and anomalous machinery of the law is
provided end kept up, nob 50 wuch for securing
impartial justice, as for' sorsening Buropean offend-
ors, unleas one or the other of these preposterons
conclusions is admitted it will b impossible for
His Excellency the Vicerog to attach the smalleat
weight to arguments fonuded purely on these
considerations, (Applanse) But, pentlemen, it
is further argoed that it is a bighly eherished
privilege of the Ruropean community, and that it
ought nok to bo taken away, because it causes no
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injostios to the natives of this country. But,
gontlomen, what can be greater injustion than
to sompell an aubappy complainant who may
have & griovance against an Englishman, to nn-
dartakte & long and vedious journey, sk grest
cost and ingonvenience b himeelf and his witnesses
in gearch of & Boropean magistrate, hecause for-
wooth the native magisirate tear at hand i
incampetent to disposs of the charge, by reasen of
bis race. Rurther, gentlomen, what oan be greater
injustice to the whole Indisn commonity than to
declurs oven the abless of oue netive magieteates
sud julgen, no matter what thei qualifistions
may be, 8 an inferior order of men, inoapable of
vising to that height of judiois] excellence which
is aupposed to be mecwmeary to by mses against
Europeans ¢ Guntloman, I ventare to think that
the present state of the lawis vob only nnjust,
but it 8 insulting tous. (Chears.) It is iusulting
to s, Tiret beeause it brands even the ablest, the
bightest, and the must distinguialied of our judi-
cinl officors with a galling and & perpetus] mark of
inferiority, (Renewed cheats,) It is insulting to
g beewase it draws an invidious  distingtion bt~
woan the Europoan and the nabive membars of
the sams Oovensuted Civil Bervice. It is insulte
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ing % ua because it exalts the European British
anbjecta into sueh superior beings a8 to declare
that even the highest of our judicial officers shall
be incspable of imprisoning him a- cingle dsy or
fining him & single rapes; and it iy insulting to
1 because it degrades our own countrymen to
such o depth to declare in the very mext
breath that the same incompetent and unfit
magistrates and judges, who are incapable of
trying aven the most trivial case of acaault againat
an Englishman, are yet fit and compatent to try
willious of onr own countrymen for the gravest
charges and even to condemn them o death!
(Lowd nnd prolonged cheers)) Gentlomen, the
height of absurdity could go no furthet, nd yet
foredoth these are the arguments cstensibly put
forward for the purposs of defeating this just,
generous, and above all, extremely moderate and
coutious measure, But, gentlomen, I believe that
the real opposition to this Bill is founded, not
upon any sincere apprehanions as to miscarriage
of justice, mot upon any belief in these Simay
arguments, the hollowness of whioh I have ‘had
no diffieulty in exposing, and which are not
likely to deceive uny candid politician, much Jes
the -ssgacious statesmsn into whose hands the
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dustinios of this greab Empite have boon oominil-
tod, but upon a distike, more or loms conasions,
more or les intanse, of the whole of Lord Ripon's
Administration, (Hear, and spplause) Gentle-
men, there is & large section of the Anglo-
Indisn oootonity whish oannet fully reconcls
itnelf to that fondamental prineiple which bas
been 80 often declaved and repouted over and over
 aguin by succesive Vicoroys, Ministers, Secretaries
of Stats, Parlismenta, and even by Her Gririous
Majosty horseld,—that prineiple, the reoognition
of which forme the keynote to the whola of Lord
Ripon's policy, that principte on which are based
all our political rights, just hopes and - logitimate
aspirntions; that prinoipls, namely, which declaves
that the wative of [ndis are entitled fo o just
share in the administration of their own country,
and that & mere differsnds in race, oolour o eveed
sball b no just ground for distinetion in political
troatmont, (Cboers.) Gsutlemen, there is o
prinoiple better gronnded fn moral justios or poli-
tioal wisdom, Qther Vicorops there huve bean
who have sctapied and recoguised this principle
in ‘wards, but Lord Ripon—(cheers)— s the only
one Who bas had the courage, the sagacity, the
generoeity, the prudence snd the firmass  to give
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affect to i8in doeds. (Applause} Gentleman, they
must, irdeed, be shorbsighted politicans who
cannob geo the justios and wisdom and the perfect
gafety of this principle, Lord Ripon's policy,
founded on & just and generous treatment of the
mativas of this country, so far from loosing
Eoglatd's hold upon India, will rivet it and chain
the affection of the people to the throne, (Cheers))
Gontlomen, 1 have great foith in the jlmiw
and the firmness of the Government of Indis,
but I bave etill greator faith in the noble
instinets and the love of fair play which char-
noterige the British Parliament and the British
public; bot, gentlemen, if the introduction of
this Bill wes, in the first instancs, wise and politic
—83 I think it undoubbedly was—tbe passing of
16 now has become s matter of sbsolute political
nooossity, (Applausa) The withdrawsl of the
Bill under the presont ivcumstances conld be
Yooked upon as nothing less then the surrender of
right and reason to passion and prejudice—as the
triumph of turbulent agitation, however wrong,
ovar calm and respactful represcutations, however
Juet and well founded, (Applonse) Gentlomen,
the moral effoct of such & procesding upon ocur
vast and varied populations cannot fil to be
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Hiseatrous in the Jeast degree. Bub if, on the other
kand, this Bill, even with the modificstion men-
tionsd by my friend the Sheri, becomes law
tow—when it may be coepted s s simple st of
justice no lass voluntary than graceful and nob
mevely a8 & concosslon~—ad ten yesrs hanoe axtorte
od by ixresitible popalar agitation it will be—so
far from shifting or weakening the fowndationa of
the British Empire in Indin consclidste snd
strongthon them. (Chowrs,) Leb Dord Ripon's
generons and enlightsuad policy be continued, and
Tndia, ingteod of remaining na ab prosent a sourve
of wenknoss to England, will beoome & towar of
etrength ; the Buitish Power, insteed, of vesting
upon the bayonets of the soldiers or the craven
fears of » conquered and abject population, will
rest upon the far more honorsble—and the only,
end I venture to think true—fivm and eudearing
foundation, viz., the aifstions and the gratitude
of a happy, prosperovs, and contented people.
{Loud Applauge,)
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