ALVA SWEEZEY, SECRETARY

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE

. ReFER To FILE No._ QB

TOPEKA, KANSAS
January Twenty-Nineth,
1925

SOCIETY.

¥r. 8. G. Vare, Librariem,
Servants of India Society,
Deccan Gynkhana Post effice,
Poona City, Indisa.
Dear 8ir :

Your letter of November 34th,
1924, addrecssed to the Secretary, Department of the
Treasury, Kansas, has been referred to thia devartment
for reply. In compliance with your request for informa=-
tion regarding the tex mysmtem of this state, there will
be sent you under separate cover & copy of the®Compila~
tion of the Sections of the Constitution and Laws of Kansas®
relating to the assessment and taxation. A proposition
to amend Article 11 of the Constitution was adopted at the
last general election, therefore, the section as printed
(in this compilation is now amended accordingly. A copy
of fhe proposition to amend, which was adopted is pasted
%p the compilation of laws sent you.

There is also enclosed a copy
of Part 1 of the Nineth Biennial Report of the Tax Com=

mission, Herewith is enclosed a oopy of an address del-

‘ivered at a recent "Conference of the National Tax Associ-

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE TAX COMMISSION,



Hr., B.G,Vare - - 42 1-29-25,

ation* by Mr. Noah L. Bowman, Member of the Jax Commis~
- 8ion of this States Aside from the personal views of
Mr. Bowman, regarding taxation, the address gives a

brief but clear presentation of the process of assessg~

ment and taxation in this state,

Yours truly,

%W

Secretary.

AS:ET
Encl,



Neither Horth, South, East nor %est, but in
‘$he geographioal center of the United States is the ocentral
| state~-Kansas, In this favored position ites inhabitante,
having obssrved the successes and failgres of the surround-
ing states with thelr innumerable tax schemes (referred to
always ag *reforms®), huve adopted as the basic principle
for taxation "Uniformity and Equality®,

¥e belleve that taxes should be levied and
collected, using as and for a tax basis the taxpayer's
financial worth. Any deviation from this princicle is
unfuir and unjust. The farmer who owns a farm of the value
of $3,000 on which ig a mortguge of $1,000 has in resl es-
tate a financial worth of §3,000, On that he should be
taxed and no more. The cwner of the $1,000 wortgoege has
in real estate a financial worth of $1,000 and that should
be ssscssed to him ae an interest in real estate, and on
that as an interest in rsal estate he should be required
to pay tax. Any other method places an extra or additional
burden upon the owners of real eastate to the amount of the
mortgage indebtedness.

Within the conatitutional limitaticn, the
power to determine what objects, right and @ivileges shall
form the tax basis and the rate or rates of asssesing to be

applied is lodged with the legislature or laswmaking body of
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and the nation, The constitution of the State

gontaing the following limitation:
, 8s0. 1, Art., 11, "The legislature shall
ovide for & unifcrm and equal rate of asszsesment
and taxation,®*

In the caupaign for election of legislators,
%ﬁﬁﬁt rate of assessment and taxation shall be vlaced on
banks and on merchants, on railroads, on farms ete,, does
not enter in and obsours all other important matters, nor

do the various individusls, companies and corporations be=

with schedules cf r&teﬁ, each seeking, by fair or foul means,
an unfair advantage as is the case with the narionul leglsge-
lature and stute legislatures baving power Yo classify pro-
perty for asgesement and texation. |

In the oampalgn for Congress the candidate
must declare himself on the matter of taxation or tariff,
and the ehrewd politiclian oasts about and, right or wrong,
favors the rates that wilil unfairly favor or protect the
industries appearing tc be strongest in his distriot. And
while Corgress is in session other nesdful legislation is
laid aside in the struggle for advuntage in the unequal rate
of assessment or tariff legislation.,

The reason for this difference liss in the
difierence in the constitutional limitations of the stote

and of the United gtates,
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o In the convention that framed the United
 $§&$§0 oonstitution on August 35th, 1787, Mr. McHenry and

General Piokney submitted the following sections

"All duties, imposts and excises, prohibitions
or restraints laid or made by the legislature of the

United States shall be yniform and egual throughout
the United Stutes,"

The committee to whom this vroposed gection
488 iaferred nade & report August 28th, 1787, strikiné out
of the groposed section the words, “and egual®. Thus amended,
the section was incorporated into the oonstitution of the
United Stutes, and bscame, and now is, Section 8, Article 1,

and resds as follows:

*"The Qongress shall have poser to lay and
colleot taxes, duties, imposts and excisas to pay the
debts and provide for the common defense and general
waeliare of the United States, but all dutles, imposts
and exoises shall be uniform througzhout the United
States, "

In Knowlton v, Moore, thz Supreme Court, in

commenting on this natter saidg

*The sense in which the word ‘uniform'® was
used is shown by the fact that the committese whilst
adopting in & large measure the wroposition of Mr.
MoHenry and General Piokney,....struck out the words,

éggugg%gk' Undoubtedly this was done to orevent

the implication that taxes should have an ggual efiect

in eaeh gtate,...It becomes plain that the words,
throughout the United States! do not 015n1fy

an intrinbio but simply a geogrughical uniforeity.®

¥hen the United States Constitution was sube

iﬂ*t.@ to the states for confirmetion, it was os.osed in
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some instancas on the ground that it cermitted ynegual
agsdsswent und taxetion nnd "it did not grevant Congress
from having it in thelr possr Lo cause then (taxes) to

fall very unegually end much heavier on soms olutezs than

on others.....dutien moy be 1sid on srticies but 1iitle
or not ot all used in s ma stotes und of oheninte necenslity
+...in others™,

The Kensas e nstituvbionsl provision is a

skipg bedv to dicscriminate

Mritstion on the po-mr~of the In
betweon different classes of kinds of wrogerty, business or
sntor rise, swesisting and fostofing one 2t ths cout and @Xe
pevnse of another., And hooover burdensove snd oppr.iaive

the toaxn way be, 47 the luw of tha gy ote 1o cbarrved, it aust

Chicf Justics Mersicll, in HMeCullech v, Mury-
lznd, said:

"Mz Locar to fax invoives thz uoiar to
destroy."

This Jdoss net mean pover to desvroy taes thing
taxed, but poter to destroy private oomershi  in thot toing,

How important, then, bDsoomes tne constitutionsl
limitsation Mand equalf®--thus regquiring the po.or to destroy
private ownership to apply alike to a8ll, and not t¢ fal] on
and tax away from one unfavored class thelr title or o/nership

of their propsrty, 1eavingdthe tax burdsn light on othsrs,
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Secticns 101 and 10G, Chapter 79, Rovised
L J
Statutes ol Konsas 1823, reud us follow?

"Phat all oreporty “n thisz su-ty, resl and
pargonal, not expressly exempt therefrom, snail be
subject o taxeticr in the munasr roascribed by tnds
act.® ;

"Pne ters property waen ussd alone in this
noand include every cdnd ol rooriy
OANeY .af.ip-

et stal: »
subject to

"Eyoal rate of asocsswent", (our nov constie
tuticnsl provision), means one atandard of velue. We havs
adopted the standard best known to all--its true value in
money. "Perscoal property ssall be valued at the usual selle
ing srice in noney ot the glace where the sane way be held,"
"Bach parcel of renl wpro.erty shall be voiued at 1tz true
value in moner, the volue thovsof to e deternined by the
agsesacr from actual wiew and ins eetinn of the proyzrty™,
(sec. 501, Chanter 78, H. 5. 1823).

Ondar this standard we eaussess everything
"not expressly exempt®--tanridble property (such as lund,
houses, cattle, t-:l8, machinery, bulildings, ‘notoeries and

alsc intanrible property such ws frunchise, good 111 ate.).

A gas plant mey bave 317,000 worth of ploss, nelsrs, uolls
ete,, and at the seme time have a franchls: right noking
the plant with sll ite righta and grivileges hove a foir
market or selling value of §75,000 tr $80,000, Th:t is

3

the financial worth of the owners; on that (YMefn legully
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dcne) they are now assessed snd taxed,

. The next provision i our constitution is
equal rate of taxalion, Heving found the value of the es-
tats by this egual ralte of valontion or assgsamgut, e ape
ply & rate, or saltiply the value thus ascertalnsd by a
rate or multiplier thut sil. @roauce a f@ﬁuiﬁ agual to the
amcunt of moucy reyuired bdy:

1) The acho.l distriet,

3) The townsply or eity,

3) Tho ccunty,

4)‘ The state.

Our constitution requires that the r:aie nust
be uniform and equal in each txxing distriot; the school
rate ecusl throughout the echocl distrioetj the townshi. or
city rute squal throupnrout the tosnshio or city; the county
rate squal throughout the county; and the stute rate syual
tarougnost the state,

Tag Stote of Kansas 18 divided inte 10% coun-
tiea, zach county 1s subdivided intc %omusnlys and genool dige
trietds. Eueb of thesce divieions wnd subdivisions, tczolaer
4ith eunch city in the siate, is w fuxing district, H-en yroe-
perty oomer in the State of Kungaw peepaces his own invontory
and valoation of it of the taxaile csxsonel prosurby 06 o0ne
and delWeres thic inventory to tihe assgusing officer of ris
distriot, or the asszssing of leer of thet tosnship or olty
in vhich it is located or the cowney rosides, and this inven-
tory ie called tis return for taxation.
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It is then the duty of the assessing officer
to wersonally inspeet the progsrty, wnd he azy ado, A4 the
valuastions placed upon the pro.erty by the wwnsr or he uay,
with notice wo the owner, 2ithsr raise or lowsr the sama,

I the péraon&l proverty 1s of o churucter
such as telepnouns, plos lines or other .ublic uvilities
gatending beyoend the iimits of o single townshiy or city,
and not beyond tne limits of o single county, the return is
made tc the county assessor and handled by the county ascage
in the suwme manner 3 the returns mgd@vta the city and town-
aihity asscssors. Rallrouds and .ublic utllities extending
bayond the limits of 2 single countv make returns dirget to
the State Tsx Comuission., This Commisslion, consisiy of three
mambers, treata the roturns in the same mannsr as returns
made to township, city and county aszssssr., After tho roe
turns are all made, and the assesanenty by the sssoussing
of ficers completed, an eguallzation bourd, ccmpossd of the
threa county commissioners in each county, sits at the county

geat of each county. The roturns mode in fthe ciziss and

tovnships and vede to the county asseaner ware all delivared

to the county cl:rk mnd by bim prosented to this county board
of ecualization, thich hoar& beors sl compleints of texpayers
o0f the ssveral taxing districts of the county anl eyunlizes
ssgassed velues ag boetween individuals end tovnehlps, These

equalized values are then delivered to the Sicie Tax Coruui g=
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_Ngidn, and that Commission then sits as an equalizationboard
»aﬁ’thm state and after hearing ail ocogplaints from individual
”ﬁﬁhoal districts, cities, townships and counties, makes &
statewide equalization of values between individuale, schod
distriets, tomships and ¢ounties, and aleoc squalizes the
values which the State Tax Commission has daced upon raile
roads and public utilities extending beyond the limits of
8 single county. o

These valugs, {inally ecvalized in this ganw-
‘nar, form the tex bagis of ths stute, county, faﬁnahip,
school distriet and city. Tre State Tux Cowolzeion, with
the teotul velue as & basls, deterrnines the reate of taxation
necessary, when applisd to the entire value of the stute,
1o produce the revenue recuired to pey the debts, obliga=
tions und running expenses of ths stste government for the
coming year. The threc c¢ounty cormissioners in each county
usa tne‘toﬁal egualized velud, sg detsruined by the State
Tax Comuission, of that county and adept a rate of taxation
vihieh when a.plied to that value will .roduce the nescesssry
amount of revenue to cay the salaries of county officers,
the running expenses and the debts and obligations of the
oounty falling due in the coming year, In the same manner
the officers of esch township adont the necessary rate, the
officers of sach school distriot aldopt the necessary rate
and the officers of ésach c¢ity adopt the necessary rate of

Page 8,



on., Thus the rate of assessment is uniform and equal
$he entire state and the rute of taxation is uniform
dqual for state purposes over the entire state, for
ewnehip purposes over the entire township and the same is

‘trua in each school district and city.
All taxes, state, county, township, school
distrioet and city, except some corporations who pay direct
to the state for state purposes only, are paid to the gounsy
treasurer and by him distributed to the school distrioet,
township, city and state, retaining the county tax subjsct
to the order of the county commissioners. ’
We claim that this sybtem is theoretically

perfeot, and all that revents it from bLeing absolutely
and practically so is our inability to legislate good
congcience and honesty in and greed out of the officlals
who administer the same,.

| By thie method of uniform and equal sesess-
ment she assessed value of Kansas in 1823 was $3,577,114,130,
or practically three and one-half billion doliars, The
amount of public money raised from, or collected from, the
owners of the three and one-half billion dollars for 1833
was $60,962,306,48, The multiplier of tax rate (uniform and
equal) was easily determined. {Let me here auggest that if
all “exprassly exempt® property and municipal bonds wers added

that amount wbuld be gractically doubled and the tax rate,or
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miltiplier, could be reduoed one~half and produce the a&me
revenue,) But thie three and one~half billien dollars is
.the financial worth of the oltizens of Kansas #ho have

not escaped their share of the burden through elassification
and exemptions, and on them falls a double burden.

The protecting benefit derived from the
%and equal® clause in the conatitution i8 in a great measure
set at naught when valuable property and rights are not
taxed at all. It is estimated and stated by good authority
that Federal exempt seourities, with state tax freé gaouri-
tiea, amount to more than four times the total value of all
public utilities, This, added to all other "exipressly ex-
empt ® property, causes an additionsl and unjust tax burdﬁn to
be placed on the owners of property not Texgressly exempt®
four times that now borne by all of the wublic utilities,

As exemptions inorease, the tax burden in-
oreases on the non-exempt., The final result, in regular
course, must be the destruaetion of private ownershir of all
non~axempt vroperty. ‘

The remedy is not in the misleading mroposie
tiong of ™ax reform® so often inspired by favored interests
sseking to more securely establish their position, but in

reduotion of publie expenditures and abolishing tax exemptions,
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Kaneas has the best general tax law of any
state in tha‘Unicn for falr and equal handed justice in reige
ing revenue with whioh to suppert the state; county, townahiﬁ,
oity and school distriect govefnments and pay their debts, In
the making of those debis, however, we have no general super-
vising power. Before any public utility can oreate debts,
issue bonds, or engage in schemes likely to create obligations
to be paid by the publie, appliegtion must be ma&alta the
Utilities Commission and permission obtained. Uhy not the
same in all public obligations and expenditurea? ‘A gontrol
over expenditurse, or at least some veto power over the nak-
ing of public debts, should be lodged with the Utilities Com- .
mission or with the peower whose duty it isg to raiss revenue
with whiek %o pay them.' In this respeot we take off ocur hat
to Indiana,

%e have no state income tax. A state income
tax, if adopted in lieu of all other forms of taxation, has
@uch to reeammgnd it. It is on the principle of dividing
the xentals with the owner and permitting him to keey his
houss, or dividing the golden eggs and letting the owner
keep the goose, but if adopted in addition to a general pro-
perty tax the governpent can by incouse taxation take part or
all of the egge, and by general property tax follow up and
take part or all of the goose,
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This far we have dealt with iroperty wholly
&1tﬁ1n the boundaries of the state, The exypress company,

& non-resident corporation, extends its business activities
beyond our state boundaries and oﬁ them an excise tax is
levied for state purposes only.

Again, there are over 385 gmivéte car comw
panies who own no railroads in the state, but who own all
the pullman cars, The through trains, wmade ur of pullman
coaches, that puas thraugh‘frow goast to coast, vith the
exception of the engine and tender are owned by non-resi-
dents and are not rsturned for taxation by the railroads,
and do not pay any part of the school district, tounship,
city or county tax, All of the tank cars are also caned
by outsiders and all the refrigerator cars aure owned by
non-residente. For the use of these cars the rallroad com-
panies pay rent of 1i¢ to B¢ per wile for the miles the cars
travel in the year. When the railroads rent their engines,
there will be left for sehonl, clty, township asnd county tax
only the raile, orose-ties, ballast and right of way. These
cars are taxed by the central taxing. power (the Tax Commla-
sion) and pay state tax only, and the methods herstofore
adopted of taxing these private cars have baen by the Federal
Court condemned and no substitute suggested or provided.

The Inhoritance Tax, which is growing to be
& ?evenus getter by grabbing into Lhe estates left by decedents,
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Uniformity and Equality should be the basie princie
val of all laws and their administration. Governmenta to be
lasting wust apply alike to sll, not only in form, btut in
a.dmi.nuintioa. whether 1t be in preserving peace and good
ordex, ox levying taxes for rovenus. -

88~
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is aleso levied by the central taxing power, and is paid, of
course, into the state fund only, no achool diatriof, towne
ghip, city or county getting any dirsot benefit, :>(~

We have aglitators who are industriously con-
-demning our system of uniform and equal taxation. Zhese
agitators are persons who by unlawful means either are, or
have been, obtaining unequal and unfair ayplicatioh'af’asaesem
ment , and desire the law so changed that they may do lawfully
what they have been doing unlawfully. 1

Sunday's Kansas City *Star®, of January 13th,
1834, had this little paragruspht

"Thare are more than a few citizens who, if
their own toxes be reduced, do not care whose are not.®

A few days ago I listened to an argument in
favor of the tux amendnent authorizing the classification of
property for taxation., The genéleman offered as one reascn
that the 0ld, antiquated notion of uwniform and gensral pro-
perty $ax had been abandoned by every nation of Europe except
Holland and Switzerland, I do not know the truth of that
statement, but I assure the gentleman would not stute it with-
out investigating and knowing it to be true. But I have only
to say that Holland has to fight the ocean 385 days out of
every ysar, having all of its farm land beneath the sﬁrf&oe ot
the water; Switaetland lives on a pile of rocks., With these

two handioaps, these are the only countries in Europe that

are not now in £in§a@1al distress,
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. We have twice in our state defeated a pro=
poaﬁ:mn tc amend the constitution to provide for the classi-
fication of property for taxation, so that a few oitizens
may have their taxed reduced, and we will be ¢alled on in
November next to defeat it for a third tim::zi an BOITY,
but it is true, that--*There are morse than a few citizens
‘who, 1f their own taxes be reduced, do not care whose are

not, *
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C. LEROY EMMICK
DEPUTY ASIESSOR

SANFORD H. BAKER
DEPUTY TREASURE:

CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER

CLEM W, COLLINS
MANAGER OF REVENUE
- COURT HOUSE

13

DENVER. COLO. Feb., 2, 1925.

Mr. 8. G. Vare, Librarian,
Servants of Incia Society,
Deccan Gymkhane Post Office,
Poona City, India.

Dear Sir;

Your letter addressed to the Secretary, Treasury
Department, Denver, Colorado, has been referred to the
writer for reply.

In the State of Colorado the Constitution requires
that all property shall be taxed on the basis of 100%
of its fair value, the only exceptions being land with
buildings thereon if used for religious, educational or
charitable purposes, and an sdditional exemption of 3300.
to the head of each feuily. Three levies are made, one
by the 3tate for the purpose of revenues nscessary te run
the State Government, one by the County for similer purposes
of the County and one by the School District for the support
of Schools, end in the case of incorporated towns znd c¢ities,
an additional levy is made by such town or city for such
PUrDOSBES. All thesge levies are certified to the County
Government and the County Government collects for all the
Governmental provisions and distributes the money so
collected. In this State the saue rate of tax is assessed
egainst all classes of property on an ad valorem bhasis.

A communication addressed to A. E. Holcomb, Secretary,
National Tax Association, 195 Broadway, N.Y. City, will
get you a list of the most authoritstive literature published
in this country on the subject of taxastion. The Netiongl
Tax Association is the Netional Orgenization of Taxing
Officials and Experts.

I am sending a2 copy of your letter to the State Tax
Commission of Colorado which may be able to give you further
information that will be helpful.

Very t7u Fours,
4 .
~
- IR 2 A e e

Manager of Revenue.

Dictated by
Clem %. Collins, .
MW



H. E. MULNIX
TREASURER

J.S.TEMPLE
DEPUTY

OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER
DENVER

January 10, 1925.

Mr. Se G. Vare, Librarisan,
Servants of India Society,
Decoan Gymkhana Post Office,
Poona City, India,

Dear 3ir:

Your letter of recent date relative to
taxation systems has been received, and in reply to
same I beg to report to you as follows-

The various counties of the State of whioch
there are sixty-three make up their valuation of both
real end personal property each year and report the
same to the State Tex Commission, which passes upon the
same and makes such recommendations to the county assessor
‘as they deem proper.

The valuations of these counties is then sub-
mitted to the State Board of Equalization which is compos-~
ed of the 3tate Executive Officers, namely, the Governor,
Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor, and the Attorney
Genersl, who equalize the same and make up the tax levy
for State purposes, which include all eleemosynary educa-
tional institutions together with thet of the government
proper, Thege tax levies are forwarded to the county
agseasors of the various counties of the State not later
than the third monday of October of each year, who make
the extqugﬁys of taxes upon their rolls, and meke up the
taxes due/the individualsin cdunties.

. Railroasd and public utility corporations are
aggessed by the boerd of tax commissioners snd subsequent-
ly by the board of Ngqualization which passes upon the same.
ALl 3tite, county, sehool and municipal taxes are gollect-
ed by the county Treessurer of the various counties and re-
mitted to the State Treasurer or the city treasurer, once
each month., School taxes are held by the county treasurer,
the accounts of each school district being kepy by him, who
acts as disbursing officer. The school warrants are drawn
by the county treasurer for expenses in their district.



The first half of taxes are due on the first of
Mareh, 1f not paid at that time, there is a penalty of 1~ per
mohth or fraction thereof, until August 1lst, at whizh time ell
taxes are absolutely due and sare dellnquent if not paid. After
thet date they besr interest at the rate of 15% per annum until
October 1st, when the property is advertised for sale for taxes,

After the property is sold, there is a penalty of
24% for the first six 'months, 18% for the subsequent siz months,
snd 12% thereafter. The property owner has three years in which
to redeem the property by paying the taxes and all penalties in-
curred. If not paid then, the holder of the tax certificates,
who purchased them makes applicetion for a tax deed, and receives
a deed which is a legal title to the property.

Trusting this will meet with your requirements, T
beg to remain,

Very trulv yours, ]

‘ e ""“'{//,!/44(;(
HEM: IW Stete Tressurer.




TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR DEeNveR, Coto. December 31lst, 1924,

' DIsTRIOT OF COLORADO

{IN HEPLYING REFER TO

¥r. S. G« Vare, Librarian,
Servants of India Society,
Deccan Gymkhans Post Office,
Poona City, Indis,.

Sirs

Replying to your letter of November 28th, 1924, requesting on behalf
of the committee on taxation system of India, whichk was appointed by yowr
Government, information In the form of Govermment publications as to cer-
tain phases of the tax situvation in Colorado, a word of explanation seems
necussSary.

In the United States the Federal (or, in other words, the United States)
Government levies no direct taxes on property, but & tax is imposed upon
incomes (both individuals and corporations), another upon the fair value of
the capital stock or shares in 2 corporation, another on the right of a de-
cedent to transmit his estate to his beneficiaries, various special taxes on
the right to engage in certain occupations and businesses, and still others
in the nature of excise taxes on various articles and privileges.

Local taxes are usually collected in each state through the office of the
County Treasurer, each state being divided into several counties, and with
this phase of taxation I am neither familiar nor have I at hand data bearing
on the tax situation. Accordingly, I am forwarding a copy of your letter to
the State Treasurer of Coloraio and to the Treasurer of the City and County of
Denver, and these offices will no doubt reply to you direct.

I would suggest that if you want information about taxes on land and
personal property that you communicate with the State Treasurer of each of
the various states in the Union, who no doubt will be able to give you much
valuable data.

For your information I am enclosing herewith a cory of tne report made
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for the Govermmemt's fiscal year ended
June 30th, 1923, together with regulations bearing on taxes herein above men-
tioned in this letter.

Prusting that this data mey be of some assistance to you, I remain,

m

-X COLLECTOR.
omEs Gwe in Charge.
Enclosures: Various laws and regulations

Respectfully,




@erritory of Alaska K

@reasurer's Office
Funean

January 15, 1925

]

Mr. S. Ga Vaso, Libmrian,
Servants of India Society,
Deccan Gynkhana Post Office,
Poona City, India.

Dear Sir:

This office is in receipt of your letter of December
2nd, requesting information and printed reports in connectlon
with taxation dystem of the Territory of Alaska.

It 1s vory doubtful if our system, or, if you lika, lack
of it, will be of much avall to your society or the appointed
coumittee in endeavors towards & sclentific systeu of taxation.

The Territory of Alaska is a vast domain, very sparsely
settled. Only a comparatively small portion of it is pri-
vately ownaed, the balagee remaining in the public domain. Of
course, much of it is mountainous or barren, and much has
- been ressrved by the Faderal Govermment for Netional Forests.

Government and Public Domain lands are, of course,
exempt from local taxation. TFor thls reason we have no
system of general property taxation. General Territorial
revenues are raised by license taxes impoesd upon various
trades, occupations and businesses. In addition to certain
revenuesfge%eixed. from the Territory, each of Llts few in-
corporatedshas its own system of property taxation, the tax
being limited to two per centum of assessed valuation.

Under ssparate cover, we are enclosing pamphlet copyes
of certain revenus laws, also such biennial reports of thils
office ag are now in print.

. BN
et

Very t your, ,

Territoridl Treagures.



FOMMIIS’ONERS

J. H. KAUFFMAN

SECRETARY

. FORNEY i
S CnAmmax STATE OF OHIO
- Cramaan DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
N R CASSIDY DIVISION
THE TAX COMMISSION OF OHIO
CoOLUMBUS
ABDRESS ALL MAIL TO TAX COMMISSION, WYANTOTTE BLDG.
~ [
‘SUBJECT.

January 5, 1925.

3. U, Vare, Librarian,
Servants of India vociety,
Deccan, udymkhana Post Office,
Foona City,

India,

Your letter of the 3rd ult. addressed %o the Secrstary of
the Treasury Departuent, Columbus, Ohio, hes beszn refsrren o this
Commission for attention. ‘e regret that we 40 not have wany publi-
cations which will ve helpful to you. Under ssparate cover we take
the liberty of sendiny you & copy of our report for the ysar 1943 which
is the last available. In the few pages devoteu to the introduction vou
may find some inforumation regarding the difficulties which confront us in

the enforcement of the tax on propsriy which is the chief source of revenus

for our counties, municipalities and school districis.
3 &

e have no income tax in this state. A great part of the
financial support of the state government as distinguished frou that
of the local subdivisions is derived from franchise and exciss taxes.
The former, the franchise tax, is an assessument of 3/20th of one per cent
on the amount of subscribed, issued and outstanding stock of domestic cor-
porations, and a similar tax on a certain proportion of the stock of for-
eign corporations admitted to do business in Ohio., The excise tax is a
tax of 1.2% (on railroads four psr cent on the.r intrastats business) of
the gross earnings of punlic utility corporations.

Very truly yours,

Ty TAX CO.uI35I0H 0F QHIC,

2 ¢

Gommissionor,

TRG=HT,



